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AN APPRECIATIDN

WE knew the late M. N. Kamath for thirty years, the
last thirty years of his life. During practically the
entire period of his service in the Canara High. School
I was manager and correspondent of the szhool. Ishall
ever remember with gratitude that our relations
throughout were very friendly tinged on his side with
old fashioned respect for a senior in.age.

My admiration for his intellectual and sozial
qualities went on increasing year by year. His
versatility of intellect was astonishing. There was
searcely a subject on which he couldn’t talk in a
manner which provoked thought and held your interest.
Though only an “‘undergraduate’’ his knowledge of
English literature and of the science of teaching was
greater and more accurate than that of many graduate-
teachers of my acquaintance. His gift for teaching
was remarkable. He could hold the attention of the
taught as very few other teachers could. The only
teacher with whom I could compare him in this respect
was that very gifted man, the late. Mr. Bantval
Padmanabha Baliga who was one of the very earliest
teachers in the Canara High School.

Of the ease with which he could write in Kannada
his friends and admirers who have paid their tribute
to his memory in the public press have spoken. Though
1 count among my friends—living as well as dead—
several whose scholarship was decidedly greater than
his, yet I knew of none who possessed his facility of
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expression. I have often been in two minds on the
guestion whether a knowledge of Sanskrit—which he
lacked—would have added to his merits as a writer in
Kannada. When I see the gnarled and difficult style
of some whose knowledge of Sanskrit is profound I
am inclined to think that it was perhaps as well
that he didn’t possess a good knowledge of Sanskrit.
My ignorance of Hannada literature renders me
incompetent to judge of the merits of M. N. Kamath’s
writings as my friends can judge who have contributed
their appreciations to this little volume with their
knowledge of that literature. But surely I can count
myself among the multitude for whom M. N. Kamath
wrote. And after all, except in the case of writings
by seholars for scholars, it is the multitude that is
the final arbiter of the writings of all authors. Pro-
bably M. N. Kamath recognized this. For, rummaging
recently my old papers I found among them a good
many letters from M. N. Kamath to me speaking of
his hopes and fears regarding some of his writings.
And I well remember suggesting to him to write a
series of short plays based on Indian History. The
first of such plays was 35°9; Ao®s9%3. Imadeafew
suggestions which he immediately took up and deve-
loped with great beauty. What is the test that the
multitude apply to the writings that they read? The
reply is found in the opinion of a great European
writer and eritic who says that the ultimate object of
all-art is to give pleasure. Judged by that test the
verdict in favour of M. N. Kamath is assured.

Kasaragod, . .
22nd Dcrober 1940.} A. Srinivasa Pai.



A Howes bosn not to blush unseen

Mr. M. N. Kamath was my class-mate. His
father was a poor Municipal employee. He passed
the old F. A. examination of the Madras University
along with me in the year 1901. His student life
was a strenuous struggle with poverty. He was
not able to continue beyond the F. A. and took
employment in Calcutta. There in the rich intellec-
tual epoch of the anti-partition agitation, he imbibed
to the full the literary spirit of Bengal. Here
he developed the histrionic talent which enabled
him to produce historical and social dramas of
Indian life which were staged on the occasion of
school day celebrations in the Canara High School.
Some years after he returned to Canara, and after
undergoing a course of Secondary training, joined
the Buntwal Temple School, and in 1908 he was
taken on to the staff of the Canara High Schoel,
where he served till his death in April 1940. What
struck any person who came into contact with Mr.
Kamatk was the wide range of his culture. He
was at home both in western and eastern Literature
and he could equally enjoy ancient classics with
their sedate dignity, and modern literature with
its movie thrill. The dramas which he wrote were
meant not only to portray the past, but to solve
problems of the present day. The drama 'Vajra-
Mushti’ was written at a time when the Hindu
world was deeply agitated over the problem of
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Temple-Entry and shcwed how strong Hindu Society
will become if untouchability is removed. As a
teacher he was unrivalled in imparting instruction
in a manner which would evoke the greatest interest
in pupils. Though he was not a graduate, he was
with the permission of the Educational Departiuent,
allowed to teach in the three highest classes of the
school, where he handled Geography-—a subject on
the teaching of which his advice was sought by
other educational institutions in Mangalore. Being
a pcor man with a large family, Kamath had to
devote a large part of his time and energy to the
preparation of class text books, which ‘would be
more paying than literary works. But for the fact
that the management ¢f the Canara High S:zhool
drew him from a Mofussil sehool, and utilized his
dramatic talents in its annual celebrations, Mr.
Kamath’s talents would have lain hidden under a
bushel. If, on the other hand, Mr. Kamath had the
facilities which poor boys now have, he would have
graduated, and forged his way to the forefront as
an educationist. The fact, that with his compara-
tively poor initial equipment, he made a name for
Limself in the whole of Karnataka speaks volumes
for his great talents which made amends in an

ample manner for the shortage in his educational
attainments.

M. Madhava Rao.




The late Mr. M. N. Kamath.

. I am pgrateful to the Secretary of the Misra-
mondali, Mangalore, and to the Editor of its publi-
cations, for requesting me to write one of the
prefatory notes to a book of five short stories
(entitled ©283 wJrdd) from the pen of the late
Mr. M. N. Kamath, and for permitting me to use
my candid literary judgment in estimating the value
of his writings. At the same time, they reminded
me that his birthplace was the same as mine—the
hobali of Moolky, well-known for its poetical talent
from the beginning of the last ecentury.

Mr. Kamath’s talents were more obvious .than
his scholarship, which was, however, of no mean
order. Anyhow, he had the knack generally of
making a toothsome mixture of both. The spice
was his humour—sly, catching, and genial and
hardly ever malicious. His “&30#,00”, “=3r0)” and
4330FwR, 0w 0" can be easily identified in this district
and I do not think that the people of these places
have ever resented the prolonged skit about them:
it is so impartial and patently good-humoured.
That perpetual sunny smile of his, that refused
to relax in the presence of bodily suffering and
financial difficulties, carried everything before it.

Mr. Kamath had sound ideas and a fertile im-
agination and had a facile pen to express both. The
fertility of imagination—rather than carelessness or
incompeténcy—madé him a bad translator, for
imagination loves beauty more than truth, and makes
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faithfulness to the original difficult. In fact, imagi-

nation generally tinged his words and actions in
most aspects.

Adaptability is another characteristic of his in
literary and other matters. He was writing beauti-
ful rhymed poetry, but gave it up in favour of unrhy-
med poetry |with effect in several instances) when
he found that the latter had come to stay. More
than that, he tried to imitate the obscuarity of
thought that characterised extreme rhymeless poetry,
which seems to be now busy trying to abolish poeti-
cal measures or metres, thus making the distinction
between prose and poetry nominal and illusory, but
for the much vaunted bhava, which, more often than
not, crumbles into dust. But we may hope for the
best in the long run.

Some writers of the prefatory notes opine that
poverty stood in the way of Mr. Kamath’s literary
effort and popularity. This may mean either that
a rich writer is better appreciated than a poor one
or that a poor writer is, other things being equal,
bound to produce poorer or less work than a rich
one. If so, the first of these statements is almost
a libel on the reading public, and the second on Mr.
Kamath himself, though it is known that at first
some publishers exploited his poverty. The guantity
was all published and he was not the person to allow
guality to suffer by his own default.

And, whatever others might say, Mr. Hamath had
to write, and did write, for a living, and I do not
see why he should not have done so, circumstanced
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as he was. But a genuine love of Kanarese literature
was with him a main controlling motive.

It is difficult to appraise style in Kanarese as
in English. In Kanarese, style is still in an ex-
perimental stage or in the early stage of develop-
ment. Mr. Kamath had no distinctive style, except
that humour generally permeated it. The extent of
his knowledge of Bengali |properly, Bangali) has
never been tested, but it is believed that aequain-
tance with Bengali stories and novels affected his
method in Kanarese.

_ The chief defect of Mr. Kamath’s style oecasionally
is a curious arrangement of words [so as to present
more than one meaning at first sight, or, sometimes,
no meaning at all), and a fondness for parenthesis
{which made the construction loose and confused).
He was not the worst sinner in these respects. He
had few figures of speech, but when he did use
them, they were more or less effective and frequently
witty. He generally avoided punning—that lowest
form of wit.

On the whole, we can safely say that Mr. Kamath
contributed as much in gquality and guantity to
Kanarese literature as any modern writer. Armed
with a rare sense of humour, he endeavoured to
sustain his reputation till his untimely death. Every
day he wrote better than on the previous day, and
he did so without much conscious effort [though, by
the way, he was not a Kannadiga by birth). Karnataka
may well be proud of such a writer.

M. Narasinga Rao.
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