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absolute, adj., all manner, almighty, an cefera, arrever, asps, back-swap, bacon-tree, (the) bag,
baking-spittle, bapper, barrack rat, bat (v.), battler, beat-out, becall, believe, (have a) benny, bi,
biccy, Billy Stink, bin, (like) bingo, Birdy, Birmingham Fusiliers, bitter-gatter, black beetle,
blind baggage, bloke (v.), blotch, Bombay fizzer, boozing school, bottom road, bowl off, bread-
snapper, brakey, bride, Burmese stocking, (on the) buroo, butcher’s apron, buzzing, cabin-boy’s
breeches, (pinch the) cat, catch afire, chib, chippery, clash, (do a bit of) class, close, cly (v.),
cock-broth, cords, crab-bat, (not to have a) cracker, crease (n.), crusty, dead thick, death-
warrant, dine, dinner for tea, dirty face, doss in the pure, dovy, dussent, (pull down one’s) ear,
(know one’s) ears from one’s elbows, er for e, et cet, extraordinar’, extry, Farting Fanny, (the)
Seet, fusilier, gargler, ger along !, get the crap on, giant-killer, go sideways, gob-spud, gonner,
goss, Greenfields, groise, grub-stakes, gyne, Gypsy, H.L.I., hair off (v.), (the) hairy, half-
chat, ham, hank, He-Face, hellova, high-fly (n.), Hill-parrot, hitherao jilds, hosteller, House
of Corruption, hullo yourself . . ., ¢ for e, I suppose, (play the) ikey, I'm sure !, jake-
wallah, Jane, Jewy, jocky, jorrie, joy of my life, junc, jyro, khaki paich, (unable to box)
kippers, kish, King Death, know a thing or two or siz, know one thing, (do one’s) level, lifting
lines, like which, liker, litile Jimmy, Lives of the Saints, (up the) loop, married crocks,
meaters, meth, (the) milk, model, monkey-parade, (the) Mount, (on the) mump, muzzling
cheat, nase nab, (in one’s) nat, new tick, niff (the n.), no matter for, nok, not a heel !, not
sixteen annas to the rupee, notionable, oi for i, Old Flash and Dash, only not, ordinar, paper-
chewihg, paraffin, parish, parker, parsley, path, (have a) peppermint in one’s speech, perish
(v.), (strike me) perpendicular, pest it !, phantom, pick up fag-ends, (have a) pile, (all) pills,
pinnicky pawnee, pippish, Piscie, play long, playing the piano, plotty, plummy, pneumo,
prams, pref, probably that, profesh, puff and dart, (play) pyramids, qual, rabbo, rake-out,
rammy, (in the) rats, (the) raws, razoo, razor (v.), Razor King, (come off the) roof, rosebud,
rough un, rubbed down with the Book, ruby wine, Rude to Officers, runny, sand-rat, Sat'd’y,
schnifter, sherrick(ing), Sir Garny, (go on the) skin, skirt (v.), slip oneself, slother, smoke off, ,
(be) sniped, so fools say I, soft-arse, some’ink, (up the) spank, spiel off, squee-pee, ss for rs,
steamer ticket, stick in, such another, sufferin(g), (The) Sunday Punch, sutthink, swaffle,
swag-seller, (go on the) tact, tap run dry ?, tape-worm, tea-leafing, than for other than, (give the)
tick-tack, tiggy, tillery, time for by the time that, tina, trac, trickle (n.), trickle-bags, (the)
twitters, upright, urgent, wagger, wake-up (n.), walk the hospitals, walkabout, War Babies,
watch (v.), wax (v.), well put-on, (the) Western, what is that . . .?, what say ?, white sheep,
(the) Whores’ Canteen, wido, Wilkie, Winter Headgquarters, wipe round, wiv no ervor, wobblie,
Woodbine Willie, working by, you never did, Young, zack.
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PREFACE

Ta1s dictionary, at which I have worked harder than (I hope, but would not swear) I shall
ever work again and which incorporates the results of a close observation of colloquial
speech for many years, is designed to form a humble companion to the monumental
Ozford English Dictionary, from which I am proud to have learnt a very great amount.

A Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English, i.e. of linguistically unconventional
English, should be of interest to word-lovers ; but it should also be useful to the general
as well as the cultured reader, to the scholar and the linguist, to the foreigner and the
American. I have, in fact, kept the foreigner as well as the English-speaker in mind ;
and I have often compared British with American usage. In short, the field is of all
English other than standard and other than dialectal.

Although I have not worked out the proportions, I should say that, merely approxi-
mately, they are:

Slang and Cant . . . . . . . . 459,
Colloquialisms . . . . . . . . 40%
Solecisms and Catachreses . . . . . . 13%
Catch-phrases . . . . . . . . 53%
Nicknames * . . . . . . . . 1%
Vulgarisms . . . . . . . . . 3%

(By the last, I understand words and phrases that, in no way slangy, are avoided in polite
society.) For the interrelations of these classes, I must refer the reader to my Slang
To-day and Yesterday : a Study and a History, where these interrelations are treated in
some detail.

The degree of comprehensiveness ? This may best be gauged by comparing the
relevant terms in any one letter (I suggest a ‘ short ’ one like o or v) of either The Oxford
English Dictionary and its Supplement or Farmer and Henley’s Slang and its Analogues
with the terms in the same letter here (including the inevitable Addenda). On this I;Oint,
again, I have not worked out the proportions, but I should guess that whereas the 0.E.D.
contains } roughly 309, more than F. & H., and F. & H. has some 209, not in the
.0.E.D., the present dictionary contains approximately 35%, more than the other two

* I am keenly aware that, in these, the Dictionary is woefully defective.
t For the period up to 1904, when F. & H. was completed.

ix



X PREFACE

taken together and, except accidentally, has missed nothing included in those two works.
Nor are my additions confined to the period since ca. 1800, a period for which—owing to
the partial neglect of Vaux, Egan, ‘ John Bee ’, Brandon, ‘ Ducange Anglicus ’, Hotten,
Ware, and Collinson, to the literally complete neglect of Baumann and Lyell, and the
virtually complete neglect of Manchon, not to mention the incomplete use made of the
glossaries of military and naval unconventional terms—the lexicography of slang and
other unconventional English is gravely inadequate: even such 17th-18th century
dictionaries as Coles’s, B.E.’s, and Grose’s have been only culled, not used thoroughly.
Nor has proper attention been given, in the matter of dates, to the various editions of
Grose (1785, 1788, 1796, 1811, 1823) and Hotten (1859, 1860, 1864, 1872, 1874) : collation
has been sporadic.

For Farmer & Henley there was only the excuse (which I hasten to make for my own
shortcomings) that certain sources were not examined ; the 0.E.D. is differently placed,
its aim, for unconventional English, being selective—it has omitted what it deemed
ephemeral. In the vast majority of instances, the omissions from, e.g., B.E., Grose,
Hotten, Farmer & Henley, Ware, and others, were deliberate : yet, with all due respect,
I submit that if Harman was incorporated almost in toto, so should B.E. and Grose (to
take but two examples) have been. The O.E.D., moreover, has omitted certain vulgar-
isms and included others. Should a lexicographer, if he includes any vulgarisms (in any
sense of that term), omit the others ¢ I have given them all. (My rule, in the matter of
unpleasant terms, has been to deal with them as briefly, as astringently, as aseptically as
was consistent with clarity and adequacy ; in a few instances, I had to force myself to
overcome an instinctive repugnance ; for these I ask the indulgence of my readers.)

It must not, however, be thought that I am in the least ungrateful to either the
O.E.D.or F. & H. T have noted every debt * to the former, not merely for the sake of
its authority but to indicate my profound admiration for its work ; to the latter, I have
made few references—for the simple reason that the publishers have given me carte blanche
permission to use it. But it may be assumed that, for the period up to 1904, and where
no author or dictionary is quoted, the debt is, in most instances, to Farmer & Henley—
who, by the way, have never received their dues.

It has, I think, been made clear that I also owe a very great deal to such dictionaries
and glossaries as those of Weekley, Apperson ; Coles, B.E., Grose ; ‘ Jon Bee ’, Hotten ;
Baumann, Ware ; Manchon, Collinson, Lyell ; Fraser & Gibbons, and Bowen.

Yet, as a detailed examination of these pages will show, I have added considerably
from*my own knowledge of language-byways and from my own reading, much of the
latter having begn undertaken with this specific end in view.

But also I am fully aware that there must be errors, both typographical and other,
and that, inevitably, there are numerous omissions. Here and now, may I say that I

* Often, indeed, I have preferred its evidence to that on which I came independently.

t Professor W. E. Collinson’s admirable Contemporary English. A personal speech record, 1927
(Leipzig and Berlin), is mentioned here for convenience’ sake.



PREFACE xi

shall be deeply grateful for notification (and note) of errors and for words and phrases
that, through ignorance, I have omitted.*

Finally, it is a pleasure to thank, for terms + that I might well have failed to
encounter, the following lady and gentlemen :

Mr J. J. W. Pollard, Mr G. D. Nicolson, Mr G. Ramsay, Mr K. G. Wyness-Mitchell,
Mr G. G. M. Mitchell, Mr A. E. Strong, Mr Robert E. Brown (of Hamilton), all of New
Zealand ; Mr John Beames, of Canada ; Mr Stanley Deegan, Mrs J. Litchfield, Mr H. C.
McKay, of Australia; Dr Jean Bordeaux, of Los Angeles. From Great Britain: Mr
John Gibbons (most unselfishly), Mr Alastair Baxter (a long, valuable list), Mr Julian
Franklyn (author of T'his Guiter Life), Mr John Brophy, Professor J. R. Sutherland, Mr J.
Hodgson Lobley, R.B.A., Mr Alfred Atkins, the actor, Major-General A. P. Wavell,
C.M.G., Commander W. M. Ross, Major A. J. Dawson, Mr R. A. Auty, Mr Allan M. Laing,
Mr R. A. Walker, Mr G. W. Pirie, Mr D. E. Yates, Mr Joe Mourant, Mr Hugh Milner,
Sgt T. Waterman, the Rev. A. K. Chignell, the Rev. A. Trevellick Cape, Mr Henry Gray,
Mr E. Unné, Mr Malcolm McDougall, Mr R. B. Oram, Mr L. S. Tugwell, Mr V. C. Brodie,
Mr Douglas Buchanan, Mr Will T. Fleet, Mr Fred Burton, Mr Alfred T. Chenhalls, Mr
Digby A. Smith, Mr George S. Robinson (London), Mr Arthur W. Allen, Mr Frank Dean,
Mr M. C. Way, Mr David MacGibbon, Mr A. Jameson, Mr Jack Lindsay, Mr ‘ David
Hume ’ (of ¢ thriller ’ fame), Mr J. G. Considine, the Rev. M. Summers, Mr C. H. Davis,
Mr H. E. A. Richardson, Mr J. Hall Richardson, Mr R. Ellis Roberts, Mr George Baker
(who has a notable knowledge of unconventional English and no selfishness), Mr F. R.
Jelley, Mr Barry Moore, Mr H. C. Cardew-Rendle, Mr Norman T. McMurdo, Mr R. H.
Parrott, Mr F. Willis (Sheffield), Mr E. C. Pattison (of A Martial Medley), and, for intro-
ducing me to the work of Clarence Rook and the early work of Edwin Pugh, Mr Wilson
Benington.

E. P.
Loxnpon; November 11, 19386.

* With information on their miliex and period, please ! This applies also to omitted senses of
terms and phrases that are already represented in this work.

t The nuraber of terms so gleaned is approximately one-eighth of the number found in the course
of ‘ad hoc’ reading (outside dictionaries and glossaries bien entendu).






abbr.

adj. .
adv. .
after
anon.

app. .
Apperson .
B. &P

Barrére & Leland
Baumann .
B.E..

Bee .
Bowen
Brandon
c.

C.

¢. and low
ca.

cf. .
C.0.D.
Coles.

coll. .
Collinson .
c.p. .

d.

Dawson
dial. .
Dict. BN
D.N.B.

‘ Ducange Anglicus’ .

ed. .
E.D.D.

e.g. .
Egan’s Grose
Eng. .

e8p.

ex . .
F. & Gibbons
F. & H.

fig.

fl.

ABBREVIATIONS AND SIGNS

abbreviation, or shortening; abbreviated, abridged

adjective

adverb

after the fashion of; on the analogy of

anonymous

apparently

G. L. Apperson, English Proverbs and Proverbial Phrases, 1929

Brophy & Partridge, Songs and Slang of the British Soldier, 1914-1918 (3rd ed.
1931)

Barrére & Leland, A Dictionary of Slang, Jargon, and Cant, 1889-90
Heinrich Baumann’s Londonismen, 1887

B.E.’s Dictionary of the Canting Crew, ca. 1690
‘Jon Bee’, Dictionary, 1823

F. Bowen’s Sea Slang, 1929

Brandon’s Glossary of Cant in ‘ Ducange Anglicus’
cant, i.e. language of the underworld

century ; as C. 18, the 18th century

cant and low slang

about (the year . . .)

compare

Concise Oxford Dictionary

E. Coles, Dictionary, 1676

colloquial(ism)

W. E. Collinson, Contemporary English, 1927

a oatch-phrase

died

L. Dawson’s Nicknames and Pseudonyms, 1908
dialect ; dialectal(ly)

Dictionary

Dictionary of National Biography

his The Vulgar Tongue, 1857

edition

The English Dialect Dictionary, by Joseph Wright
for example

See ¢ Grose’ below.

English

especially

from ; derived from

Fraser & Gibbons, Soldier and Saslor Words and Phrases, 1925
Farmer & Henley's Slang and its Analogues, 7 vols., 1890-1904
figurative(ly)

flourished (florust)



Xiv ABBREVIATIONS AND SIGNS

Fowler . . . H. W. Fowler’s Modern English Usage, 1926

Fr. . . . . French

gen. . . . . general(ly) ; usual(ly)

Ger. . . . . German

Gr. . . . . Greek

Grose . . . Grose’s Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue (1785, 1788, 1796, 1811, 1823). Hence,

Egan’s Grose = Egan’s ed. of Grose, 1823. Grose, P. = my annotated
reprint of the 3rd ed.

G.W. . . . The War of 1914-18

H. . . . . J. C. Hotten, The Slang Dictionary, 1859, 1860, etc.
ibid. . . . . in the same authority or book

id. . . . . the same

ie. . . . . that is

imm.. . . . immediately

Irwin . . . Godfrey Irwin, American Tramp and Underworld Slang, 1931
It. . . . . Italian

i . . . . jargon, i.e. technical(ity)

Jice Doone . . Jice Doone, Timely Tips to New Australians, 1926
L. . . . . Latin

Lewis . . . W. J. Lewis, The Language of Cricket, 1934

Lex. Bal. . . . The Lexicon Balatronicum, or 4th ed. of Grose, 1811
ht. . . . . literal(ly)

literary . . . literary English, i.e. unused in ordinary speech
Lyell. . . . T. Lyell’s Slang, Phrase and Idiom in Colloquial English, 1931
Manchon . . . J. Manchon’s Le Slang, 1923

M.E. . . . Middle English

mod. . . . modern

Morris . . . E. E. Morris, Austral English, 1898

n. . . . . noun

n.b, . . . . note carefully

ob. . . . . obsolescent; cf. T

occ. . . . . occasional(ly)

O.E.. . . . Old English; i.e. before ca. 1150

0.E.D. (Sup.) . . The Oxford English Dictionary (Supplement)

on . . . . on the analogy of

Onions . . . C. T. Onions, A Shakespeare Glossary, ed. of 1919
opp. . . . . opposite; as opposed to

orig. . . . . original(ly)

Pettman . . . C. Pettman, Africanderisms, 1913

pl. . . . . plural; in the plural

Port. . . . Portuguese

ppl. . . . . participle ; participial

prob. . . . probable, probably

pron. . . . pronounced ; pronunciation

pub. . . . . published

q.v. . . . . which see!

Tesp. . .+ . respective(ly)

8 . . . . slang

sc. . . . supply!; understand !

S.E. . . . . Standard English

Slang . My Slang To-Day and Yesterday, revised ed., 1936

Smart & Crofton - B.C. Smart & H. T. Crofton, The Dialect of the English Gypsies, revised ed., 1875



ABBREVIATIONS AND SIGNS xv

8.0.D. The Shorter Oxford Dictionary

sol. . solecism ; solecistic

Sp. Spanish

8.V, . see at

temp. . in or at the time of

Thornton . R. H. Thornton’s American Glossary, 1912

US. . The United States of America; American

v. . verb. Hence, v.1., intransitive ; v.t., transitive

Vaux J. H. Vaux’s ‘ Glossary of Cant, 1812°, in his Memoirs, 1819
vbln, verbal noun

vulg. vulgar(ism). See Preface

w. . Ernest Weckley’s Etymological Dictionary of Modern English
Ware J. Redding Ware’s Passing English, 1909

Words / My Words, Words, Words !, 1933

Yule & Burnell .

— (before a date)
+ (after a date)

Yule & Burnell, Hobson-Jobson, revised ed., 1903

known to exist then and presumably uscd some years earlier?!
in significant first use then, but still extant

1 obsolete ; cf. ob.
= equal(s) ; equal to; equivalent to
> . . . become(s) ; became
* before a word a cant term
* * * * * *

A NOTE ON ARRANGEMENT

There are two main systems of arranging words in a dictionary. The strictly alphabetical ; the
¢ something before nothing °.  No system is wholly satisfactory ; the arrangements 2 in the ‘ 0.E.D.’,
in ¢ Webster ’ and, to compare small things with great, the present dictionary are open to severe criticism
—severe but unreasonable. No arrangement is, for no arrangement can be, perfect.

Here, the ‘ something before nothing ’ system has been adopted—for the simple reason that it is the
most suitable to a dictionary of this kind. Thus A4.B. precedes abaddon, but it also precedes Aaron.
Perhaps an example is more illuminating : a; A.4. of the G.G.; A.B.; A.B.C.; A.B.C., aseasyas;
a-cockbill ; a-crash of,go; A.D.; a-doingof ; a.f.; A fromawindmill ; A1; Aaron; abaa ; abaddon ;
abaht. Further, all come (or come-) terms, beginning with come, including come it, come out, come
the . . ., and ending with come Yorkshire, precede comedy-merchant. Terms that are spelt both as two
words (e.g. cock-tail) and as one (cocktail) present a difficulty ; I give them as, e.g., cock-tail, and at, e.g.,
cocktail insert a cross-referenco: to scholars, some of these precautions may seem mere foolishness,
but there are others to be considered.

1 A date, unpreceded by * ca.’, signifies that this is the earliest discovered record ; it is well to bear in
mind, however, that in slang, cant, colloquialism, catch-phrase, and solecism, the first use goes back, geneyally
a few, occasionally many, years carlier.

% An examination of any ten conseoutive pages in these three works will show the recalcitrance of the
English (and American) vocabulary—vith its ‘ analytical * phrases—to the rigidity, and the desirability, of
lexicographical principles, however sound those principles may be.






CORRIGENDA
(Pages 1-974)

18, article of virtue. For * virgins ' read * virgin ’.
19, atcha | For * C. 20’ read ‘ from ca. 1860°. Ex Hindustani accha, good.
27, baked. For ¢ 1850’ read ‘ 1910 °.
28, balaam. For ¢ 1826 ° read ¢ 1818 °.
38, batty. ¢ Batta’ should be ‘ bhatta ’.
49, Bess o’ Bedlam. The period should be ¢ C. 17-early 19°. See esp. Jack Lindsay’s T'om o’ Bedlam.
54, bint. In Arabic bint has no lit. meaning other than ‘ daughter .
56, bit of cavalry. For ¢ 1825-80° read ‘ 1825-1915 ’.—bit of sticks. For ‘ corpse’ read ‘ copse’.
75, boiled. For ‘ C. 20’ read ¢ from ca. 1875; orig. among Australian gold-diggers ’.
76, bolo. In Hindustani bolo the bat would rather mean ‘ speak the matter (or words) ’.
79, bookmaker’s pocket should be book-maker’s . . .
81, booze the jib should read ¢ booze one’s (or the) jib or tip ; also booze up the jib °.
91, break the neck of. For ¢ 1860’ read ‘ 1810 °.
102, bug, v. 3. For ‘ bug over ’ read * bug over’.
106, bum, adj. Sec Addenda.
107, bum-fodder. Sense | goes back to ca. 1700.
108, bundabust. ° A tying, a binding ’ should be ‘ a tying and binding’. The word also means ‘ revenue
settlement ’ ; often spelt bundobust.
115, buttered bun. In sense 2, read ‘ mid-C. 17-20°.
140, charwallah should have been printed char-wallah.
150, chootah. Ex Urdu chota, small.
chop. Ex Hindi ckhap, lit. a print, hence a seal or brand.
169, cold tea. The later limit should be 1910.
180, coppers, hot. Ignore both the entries and see hot coppers.
183, cottage, 2. For ‘ ca. 1900-12° read * from ca. 1900 ; slightly ob’.
191, col. 1, line 1. For ‘ dia.’ read ‘ dial’.
206, dance, v. 2. The date should be ‘ ca. 1650°. The term appears in Randle Holme’s drmory, 1688.
220, Dlgby duck should come between dig up and digger ; dig out after should follow dig out.
223, dipped in wing should be dipped in the wing.
227, doit. Add ‘: C.19-20".
233, domino-thumper. For ¢ Barriére’ read ¢ Barrére '.—donkey P, who stole the. The period should be
‘ ca. 1835-1910°.
238, down on, put a. For ¢ 1840’ read ‘ 1800 °.
248, dumpling-depdt. For ¢ Conington ’ read ¢ Connington ’.
276, ineham . .. For‘(-1934) " read ¢: C. 20°.
277, finnit. Barrére and Leland defines finnup ready as ‘ a five-pound note ’,
304, trosty face. For ‘ 1890 ° read ‘ 1910°.
332, glass-work. For ‘ 1880’ read ‘ 1905 '.—Glesca Kulies should be Glesca Keelies.
358, grubby. The later limit should be 1920.
363, gutsy. For ‘ courage ’ read ‘ courageous’.
364, guy, n., 6. See Addenda.
365, h.o.p., on the. Add ‘ From ca. 1880 °.
372, hang it out, line 3. For ‘2’ read ‘3.
373, hanky-spanky. Supply 8 period after * 1880 '.—For ¢ Hans Corvel’s ring > read *. . . Carvel’s . . .’
383, hearty, line 5. For ¢ 1920’ read ¢ 1910°.
386, hell andshigh water should 1mmedxately precede hell and spots.
390, first line. For *late 'read ‘ mid ’ : the term occurs in Verdant Green.—] -flyer, 5. the later date should
be 1910.
394, Hobson Jobson. ¥or ‘ Mohammedan wailing cry ’ read ® Shia (or Shia-Mohammedan) wailing ery ’.
¢ Wailing cries are forbidden in Muslim religion ’ (Kazim Raza Siddiqui, in letter to editor).
412, how’s your poor feet dates from the Great Exhibition of 1851 : witness J. Leech’s sketches.
415, hunger. The period, obviously, should be C. 14-15.
421, impot. Change ‘1890 to * 1880 °.
433, col. 2, jan. “ Murk-All’ should be ‘ Mark-All°.
436, jerk the cat. The references should be to cat, shoot the.
437, jerry, n., 4. The period should be : ca. 1840-1900.
448, jungli. Ex Urdu, jungli means, lit.,  belonging to jungle ’, hence uncouth or uncultured.
juwaub. In Hindustani also docs it mean * refusal ’ and ‘ dismissal ’.
450, klep, v. Delete the period after ‘ Ex ’.
463, lmnckled For * handsome * read * hand-sewn ®
" 476, leg on. ‘ Burns’, not ‘ Bruns’.
477, length of one’s foot. The referenco should be to foot, know the length of one’s.
480, lie nailed to the counter. The reference should be to the entry at ‘[nab, to bite gently ’, p. 548.
491, long lie (followmg long, a,dv ) should follow long legs, p. 492.
, madam. For ‘4’ read *
xvii b



xviii CORRIGENDA

512, line 1 : insert comma after ‘ horse-dealer ’.

513, May. For ‘ Occ. Mays' read ¢ In C. 20, always Mays .

521, monkey-coat. Insert hyphen before jacket.

539, muck-train, The date should be 1850-90.—In col. 2, both at head of page and at entry, mug-tog
should be mud-fog.

muckin, Not makkhn but makkhan.

540, mud-picker, 1 : the earlier date should be 1885.—mud-pipes : see Addenda.

6543, mumming-booth. For ‘ late C. 19-" read ‘ mid-C. 18-".

567, nofigur. Not ‘ Keltner ® but ¢ Kettner ’.

680, oh. Not in Dict. but in Addenda are the following to be found :—oh, after you !; oh, dummy !; oh,
swallow yourself !

586, old tots should be Old Tots

601, pal, n. Inline 9, for ‘ ex’ read * cf.’

606, parentheses is out of posxtlon it should come on p. 605, between Paree and p&renthesis.

609, pastry. For ‘1917’ read ‘ 1885’ ; before ¢ Manchon ’ insert ‘ Barrére & Leland ;

610, Paul’s pigeon. For ca. ¢ 15650-1750 ’ read * from ca. 1550 °.

616, pen, 3. The earlier date should be 1870.

630, pill, v., 2. Earlier date should be 1885.

632, pints round : this should be on p. 633, between pintle-smith and pinurt pots.

649, poot. ‘I cannot find any such Hindustani word. Probably it is Oriental beggars’ version of some
European word ’ (Kazim Raza Siddiqui).

661, proggins. See Addenda.

665, puckerow. Properly the Hmdusta.m word (which means * seize ’ or ¢ hold’) cannot be compared with
the Maori (which means ‘ broken ’ or ¢ crushed ’).

685, Ralph, 2. The date should be 1810.

688, rat-trap. Sense 1 survived until the end of the century.

692, red face, have 8. Also tak a r.f. to oneself and dating from before the G.W.

701, rivets. The earlier date should be 1875.

705, roosting-key should be roosting-ken.

708, roughing. For * eomggmg * read ‘ ragging’. See Addenda.

712, * Rugby School slang ’ : insert bracket at end of entry and see the note at Oxford -er in Addenda.

721,8ahib. ‘In Arabic and Urdu “ sahib ” is a respectful address to all and not confined to Europeans only,
though always used for Europeans ’ (Siddiqui).

724, sam !, upon my. For ‘ See preceding entry ’ read ‘ See sam, stand °.

725, sandbag, n. In line 3, 1820 should obviously be 1920.

749, shakes, the. Sense 3 goes back to ca. 1880.

776, skitting-dealer. For ‘C. 19’ read ¢C. 18°.

779, slant. Inline 1, ¢ 1899 * should read ‘ 1890 °.

791, snarl. The dating should read : from ca. 1860.

792, sneezes. In line 4, for ‘ —ins.—’ read ‘ quite’. Something very odd happened here !

794, snooty. Inline 4, read * that ’ for * preceding ’.

803, sowcar. Ex Hindustani sahukar, a native banker, esp. one doing business on a large scale. Most
Hindu baukers are misers, hence the meaning of sowear.

806, spec, 4. Alter date to ‘ mid-C. 18-20°.

811, splice, v., 3. For ‘1903’ read ¢ 1897 .

813, spofty. In line 2, for ‘3’ read ‘2°.

827, steaming. For ¢ 1903’ read ¢ 1897 °.

837, straight-up. Also as exclamation,

838, strawer, 2. For ¢ 1903 ’ read ‘ 1897 .

839, strides. In line 1, read * 1897’ for * 1904 °.

840, strike-me-blind, For * 1904 ’ read ¢ 1897 ——atringer. Ditto.

842, stuff, n., 5. For ¢ C. 20’ read *late C. 19-20°, and for 1904 ’ read ¢ 1897 °,

847, Sunday clothes. Add: From ca. 1880.

851, swan-glinger. For ¢ 1904 ’ read ‘ 1897 .

853, sweat one’s guts out. For ‘ Lyell * read ¢ Barrére & Leland .

862, take the biscuit. For ° 1923 * read ¢ 1897 *.—take care of dowb should be . . . Dowb.

869, In col. 1, line 3, for teeg read tayg.

898, too many for. For ¢ Juggers ’ read ¢ Jaggers ’.

907, traverse. For ¢ cart, traverse the ’ read ¢ cart, walk the °.

915, fumbler, 4. For ¢ 1904 ’ read ¢ 1897,

924, ultray. See Addenda.

933, vo(kerk I)nl 2, for * the orig.’ read ‘a debased ’. Perhaps voker is a mere misapprehension for rokker

rocker

937, wanky. See Addenda.

943, weenie. Inl. 4, for ‘C.20. F. & H., 1904’ read ‘late C. 19-20. Barrére & Leland, 2nd ed.’

945, Westphalia. For ¢ 1904’ read * 1897 °.

951, whlp,n 2. For ‘(—1904). F.&H.' read’(—1897), Barrére & Leland, 2nd ed.” And for whip-sticks,

ditto.

953, whistle and ride : ditto.

954, white-horsed in : ditto.—white stuff is earlier recorded in Barrére & Leland.

974, col. 1, line 4. The semi-colon should be & colon.



A DICTIONARY OF SLANG AND
UNCONVENTIONAL ENGLISH

A

8, ’a. Sol. and dial. for has, have (e.g. ““ I would a
done it,if . . .”’): C.18-20; earlier S.E. By way
of ha’, which in C. 15-17 was S.E., coll. or dial.
thereafter.—2. Of : csp. in kinda, sorta : see kinder,
gorter.—3. An: sol. mostly London (— 1887).
Baumann.—4. Superfluous, therefore catachrestic,
of C. 19-20, as in ‘ No more signal a defeat was ever
inflicted ’. Fowler.—5. ‘a-, an-, not or without,
should be prefixed only to Greek stems . . .
[amoral], being literary is inexcusable, and non-
moral should be used instead,” Fowler.—8. Super-
fluous or, rather, intrusive in vv.: sol.: C. 19-20.
‘ He’s the party as had a done it.” Cf. of, v. Esp.
with present pcpp. : see, e.g., quotation at a-doing of.

A.A. of the G.G. (or Gee-Gee). The Institute of
the Horse and Pony Club, which was founded in
1930. Sir Frederick Hobday, in The Saturday Re-
view, May 19, 1934. Lit., the Automobile Associa-
tion of the Gee-Gee (or horse).

A.B. An able-bodied scaman (— 1875) ; coll. by
1900. Chambers’s Journal, No. 627, 1875.

AB.C. An Aerated Bread Company’s tea-shop :
from ca. 1880 ; coll. by 1914.—2. At Christ’s Hos-
pital, C. 19, ale, bread and cheese on ‘going-home
night .

A BC,(as) easy as. Extremely easy or simple to
do: C. 19-20. Adumbrated in 1695 by Shake-
speare’s ‘ then comes answer like an Absey booke .
Always coll.

a-cockbill. Free; dangling free; nautical coll.
(— 1887). Baumann; Bowen.

a-crash of, go. To assault (a person): low coll.
(— 1923). Manchon.

AD. A drink: male dancers’ coll. (— 1909)
inscribed on dance-programmes ; ob. Ware.

a-doing of. Doing: sol.: mid-C. 19-20. (D.
Sayers, 1933, ‘ I arst you wot you was a-doin’ of.’)

a.f. Having>met with (come across) a ‘flat’,
who has, to the speaker’s advantage, laid his bets
all wrong: the turf (— 1823);1 by 1870. ‘Jon
Bee.’

A from a windmill or the gable-end, not to know.
To be very ignorant, or illiterate : coll. : resp. C. 15,
C. 19-20 (ob.). See alsoBfrom . ..

Al. Excellent, first-class : first of ships (Lloyd’s

Register) ; then of persons and things, Dickens,
1837. U.S.form: A No. 1. Variants, 41 copper-
bottomed (Charles Hindley, 1876), now ob.; A1 a¢
.Lloyd’s (from ca. 1850); first-class, letter A, No. 1
(— 1860). H., 2nd ed.—2. A commander of 900
men : Fenian coll. > j.: ca. 1885-90. Errone-
ously No. 1. (A lower officer was known as B.)

L in c., a cadger ; the Aaron, a captain of

thieves. 1C.17-19. Cf.abandannad, a pickpocket.
abaa. A non-unionist; hence, adj.: silly.
Proletarian (— 1903). F. & H., revised.

D.U.E.

ABIGAIL

*abaddon. A thief turned informer: c.: late
C.19-20; ob. ? a pun on a bad 'un and the angel
Abaddo

.

abaht. Cockney for about : sol. : C.19 (? earlier)~
20. See -ah-.

*abandannad. A thief specializing in bandanna
handkerchiefs : c. (— 1864). H., 3rd ed. Thereis
perhaps a pun on abandoned—2. Hence, any
petty thief: c.: late C. 19-20; virtually t .

abandoned habits. The riding dresses of demi-
mondaines in Hyde Park : ca. 1870-1900.

abber. At Harrow School, an abstract or an
absit : from 1890’s. Oxford -er.

abbess (1782 +), Lady Abbess (— 1785). The
keeper of a brothel : late C. 18-19. A procuress :
C. 19. Ex Fr. abbesse, a female brothel-keeper.
Cf. abbot and see esp. F. & H. Peter Pindar, John
Wolcot (d. 1819) :

So an old abbess, for the rattling rakes,
A tempting dish of human nature makes,
And dresses up a luscious maid.

abbey lubber. A lazy monk: ca. 1538-1750:
coll. >, by 1600, S.E.—2. A lazy, thriftless person :
nautical, ca. 17560-1900.

abbot. The husband, or the preferred male, of a
brothel-keeper (see abbess): C. 19. Cf. the old
S.E. terms, abbot of misrule, abbot of unreason, a
leader in a disorderly festivity.

Abbott’s Priory. The King’'s Bench Prison: ca.
1820-80; ? ex Sir Charles Abbott, Lord Chief
Justice, 1818. Likewise, Abbott’s Park, the rules
thereof. ‘Jon Bee.’

abdominal. An abdominal case : medical coll. :
C. 20. (A. P. Herbert, Holy Deadlock, 1934.)

abdominal crash. An aeroplane smash ; a heavy
fall: Air Force: from 1916. F. C. Gibbons. On
gulser.

Abdul. A Turkish soldier; collectively, the
Turks : military coll.: from 1915. B. & P. Ex
frequency of Abdul as a Turkish name.

abear. Except in dial, it is, in C. 19-20, a sol.
or perhaps only a low coll. for * tolerate ’, ‘ endure ’,
after being S.E. Ex O.E sense, to carry.

abel-w(h)ackets. See able-w(h)ackets.

Aberdeen cutlet. A dried haddock: from ca.
1870. By F. & H. denoted familiar, but definitdly
8. Ob. Cf. Billingsgate pheasant and Yarmouth capon.

aberuncator. Incorrect for averruncafor (instru-
ment for lopping) : from ca. 1860. O.E.D.

abide. To abye (pay, atone for): catachrestic :
ca. 1685-1720. O.E.D. By confusion of form and
sense. Cf. the C. 15 abile for abye.

Abigail. A lady’s-maid: from ca. 1616, though
not recorded fig. till 47 years later: coll. >, by
1800, S.E. Ex the Bible. In Besumont &

B



ABLE

Fletcher, Fielding, Smollett; coll. from ca. 1700.
Now outmoded literary.

[-able, =ible : when to use which. See Fowler.]

able-w(h)ackets, wrongly abel-w(h)ackets. A
nautical card-game in which every lost point—or
game—entails a whack with a knotted handkerchief
(Grose, Smyth) : coll. : from ca. 1780; { by 1883:
witness Clark Russell’s nautical dictionary.

Abney Park, to have gone to. To be dead : pro-
letarian London (— 1909); very ob. Ware. Ex
Abney Park Cemetery.

abnoxious. Incorrect for obnozious: mid C. 17
(?-18). O.E.D.

abo, Abo. An aboriginal: Australian: late
C. 19-20, orig. journalistic. Jice Doone. Cf.
aboliar, q.v.

aboard of, fall. To meet (a person): nautical
coll. (— 1887). Baumann.

aboliar (or A-); properly abo-liar. A regular
writer on Aborigine lore or of Aborigine stories : s.
(from ca. 1910) >, by 1925 coll. and by 1936
virtually j. It is a coinage of The Sydney Bulletin,
which, {y the way, also coined Billjim and Maori-
land. Cognate, and from the same mint, is
aboriginalitu, a (preferably original) contribution to
Aborigine lore: Australian coll. : C. 20. Gen. in
pl., in which shape it heads a column in T'he Bulletin.

abominable. A late C. 19-20 sol., or jocular coll.,
for abdominal ; esp. in ab ble pains.—2. Very
unpleasant : coll., from ca. 1860 : the same with the
adv. (-bly). Cf. the S.E. senses and :

abominate. To dislike ‘intensely’, i.e. very
much : from ca. 1875. Coll.

iginality. See aboliar.

about, the other way. (Fig.) precisely the con-
trary : gen. in reference to a statement just made.
Coll., from ca. 1860.

about one, have something. * To show character
or ability ’; to be, in some undefined or intangible
way, charming or, perhaps because of some mystery,
fascinating : coll. (and dial.): from ca. 1890 (?
earlier). E.D.D. (Sup.), ‘That fellow has some-
thing about him, I must admit.” Cf. the analogous
use of there’s something to (a person or a thing).

about proper. An illiterate variant of proper,
adv.: q.v.

about right. Correct; adequate. Frank Smed-
ley, 1850. Coll. ; post-G.W. prefers about it.

[about that, approximately that, is S.E. vergingon
coll.]

about the size of it. Approximately (right):
from ca. 1870, coll. ; ? orig. U.S.

About Turn. Hébuterne, a village in France:
Western-Front military : G.W. F. & Gibbons.

above board. Openly; without artifice or dis-
honesty. Coll. verging on, and occ. achieving, S.E.
Ex position of hands in card-playing for money.
Earliest record, 1608 (Apperson).

above oneself. Too ambitious or confident, not
by nature but momentarily : C. 20.

above par. In excellent health, spirits, money in
hand, mild drunkenness. All from ca. 1870, ex
stocks and shares at a premium. Cf. below par.

abrac ; Abraé. Learning: ca. 1820-50. ‘Jon
Bee’, 1823. Corruption of Arabic or abbr. of
abracadabra.

Abraham. ‘A clothier’s shop of the lowest de-
scription ” : chiefly East End of London and ex the
Jewish name ; ca. 1870-1920.—2. The penis : low:
late C. 19-20; ob. Whence Abraham’s bosom, the
female pudend.

ABS

Abra(ha)m, sham. See Abra(ha)m-sham.

*Abra(ha)m-cove or -man. A pseudo-madman
seeking alms ; a genuine lunatic allowed"on certain
days to leave Bethlehem Hospital (whence bedlam
beggar) to beg. The term flourished most ca. 1850~
1700, 4. cove being, however, unrecorded in C. 16 ;
this sense > archaic only ca. 1830; ex Luke xvii
(Lazarus) ; described by Awdelay, Harman, Shake-
speare, Massinger, B.E., Grose.—2. Also, in late C.
18-19, a mendicant pretending to be an old naval
rating cast on the streets. Cf. abram, q.v.—3.
(Only Abram man.) A thief of pocket-books: c.
(— 1823); 1 by 1870. *Joxt Bee.’

Abra(ha)m-sham. A ed illness or destitu-
tion: C. 19. Ex sham Abra(ha)m, to pretend sick-
ness (— 1759), in C. 19 mainly nautical and often
do Abra(ha)m; also—see Abraham Newland—to
forge banknotes, ¥ by 1840.

*Abraham Grains (or g-). A publican brewing
his own beer: o.: late C. 19-20.

Abraham Newland. A banknote, ex the Bank of
England’s chief cashier of 1778-1807: ca. 1780~
1830 ; Scott uses it in 1829. H., 2nd ed. (1860),
records the c.p. (? orig. the words of a song), sham
Abraham you may, but you mustn’t sham Abraham
Newland. Cf. a bradbury, q.v.

abraham (or abram) work. Any sham or
swindle, esp. if commercial: mid-C. 19-20; ob.
As adj. abra(ha)m = spurious, as in c. abraham suit,
false pretences or representations: C. 19.

Abrahamer. A vagrant: low (— 1823); t by
1900. ‘Jon Bee’, who defines Abrahamers as ‘a
lot, or receptacle full of beggars, half naked, ragged,
and dirty *: an ambiguous set of words.

Abraham’s balsam. Death by hanging: C. 18
low. Punning S.E. Abraham’s balm (tree).

Abraham’s willing. A shilling: rhyming s.
(— 1859). H., lst ed.

abram. A malingerer: C. 19-20 nautical; ob.
—2. As adj., ¢.: mad, C. 16-17; naked, C. 17-18,
this latter developing ex auburn corrupted, for (as
in Shakespeare) abra(ha)m, later abram-coloured, =
auburn, hence fair. Cf. the abrannoi (naked) of
Hungarian Gypsy (V. Sackville-West, Knolec and
he Sackvilles, 1922).—3. For sham Abram, see
Abra(ha)m-sham.

*abram cove. ‘ A Naked or poor Man, also a lust
strong Rogue’, B.E. ; the latter being of the 17t|
Order of the Canting Crew: c.: C. 17-early 19.
Cf. abram, 2.

*Abram man. See Abraham-man.—Abram-
sham. See Abraham-sham.—abram work. See
abrabam work. ’

abridgements. Knee-breeches. ? Nonce word :
Bulwer Lytton’s play, Money, 1840.

abroad. In error, wide of the mark (Dickens);
earlier (Pierce Egan, 1821), all abroad, with addi-
tional sense of ‘confused’; all abroad is, in the
former sense, now ob. From ca. 1860; both coll.
—2. Also, (of convicts) transported : ca. 1830-90.
—3. At Winchester College, C. 19, (come) abroad
meant to return to work after being ill.

abroaded. Living on the Continent as a defaulter
from England : Society, 1860-90.—2. Sent to a
penal settlement whether at home or in the
Colonies : police, ca. 1840-80. Cf. abroad.—3. In
¢., imprisoned anywhere : ca. 1870-1920.

abs. At Winchester College in C. 19, now ob.:
absent; to take away; to depart (quickly).
Ca. 1840, abs a tolly, to put out a candle; late
C. 19-20, to extinguish & candle demands the



ABSCOTCHALATER

notlon dunip it. To have one’s wind absed, is to
gex: breather ’ or ‘ winder ’.

See lblquatuhbe
[ in its Eton sense (a roll-call) is now j.,
but it ma,y orig. have been s.: see esp. ‘ Eton
slang’, §1

absent withoutleave. (Ofone) having absconded :
from ca. 1860.—2. In c., escaped from prison : id.

absence without leave, give (one). To discharge
(one) suddenly from employment : from ca. 1820 ;
ob. ‘Jon Bee.’

absent-minded . A soldier: semi-jocular
coll. : 1899-1902. Kipling’s poem.

absentee. A convig: semi-euphemistic coll. :
ca. 1810-60.

abso-bloody-lutely. The most frequent of the

bloody interpolations, as not f**king likely is of the
f**king interpolations : C. 20.

absolute, on the. On the granting of the decree
absolute : divorce-agency coll.: C. 20. (A. P.
Herbert, Holy Deadlock, 1934).

absolutely ! Certainly ! Coll. intensification of
‘yes’: C.20.

absolutely true. Utterly false:
1880. Ware. Ex title of book.

absorb To drink (liquor) : v.t. and i.:
in ¢ He absorbs a lot, you know !’

absquatulate. To depart, gen. hastily or in dis-
%we Anglicized ca. 1860, ob. by 1900; orig.

S. (1837). Thornton ; H., 1st ed. An artificial
word : perhaps on abscond and squat, with a L.
ending. Hence absquatulating, -ize, -ation, -alor,
not very gen.; and *abscotchalater, one in hiding
from the police.—2. V.t., rare : to cause to do so:
1844 (O.E.D.).

abstropelous.
olous.

absurd is coll. in its loose, Society usage : from
ca. 1920. D). Mackail, Greenery Street, 1925,
¢ Besides, caveat emptor and—generally speakmg~~
don’t be absurd.’

abthain, abthane. A superior thane: cata-
chrestic : C.16-20. (Correctly, anabbey.) O.E.D.

Al medal. A button showing in the fly :
military : ca. 1896-1914. Ware. Ex the Abys-
sinian War (1893-8). Cf. Star of the East.

Agc, the. The Royal Academy : artists’: from
ca. 1870 ; slightly ob. Ware.

academic nudity. ¢ Appearance in public without
cap or gown’, Ware : Oxford University (— 1909);
1 by 1921.

academician. A harlot: ca. 1760-1820. Ex
academy, & hrothel: o. of late C. 17-18. B.E,,
Grose. In C. 19, academy = a thieves’ school : of.
Fagan in Oliver Twist. But in late C. 19-20,
academy is also a hard-labour prison and (— 1823)
its inmates are academicians. Bee.

academics. (University) cap and gown: from
ca. 1820 ; ob. Coll. rather than s. ; the j. would be
academcals,

Academite. ‘ A graduate of the old Royal Naval
Academy at Portsmouth’: nautical coll.: from
ca. 1870 ; ob. Bowen.

*Academy. See academician.—2. (Aeadomy)
Abbr. Academy-figure, & *half-life’ drawing
the nude: artists’, C. 20.—3. A billia.rd-room:
ca. 1885-1910. Wa.re, ‘ Imported from Paris ’.

Academy, the. Platonism and Platonists: from
the 1630’s: academio 8. >, in G. 18 university coll.
>, by 1830, philosophic j. The other four of the
chief schools of Greek shilosovhv are The Garden

Society : ca.
C. 20, as

A C. 18-mid-19 variant of obstrop-

ACID, COME THE

(Epioureanism), The Lyceum (Aristotelianism), The
Porch (Stoicism), and The T'ub (Cynicism): same
period and changes of status. Fowler.

acater. A ship chandler: nautical coll.
C. 19-20; ob. Bowen. A survival of ¥ S.E.
acatur, a purveyor : ex Fr. acheteur, a buyer.

acause. A sol. for because; now rare except in
dial. : C. 18-20.
anoedenED ce, accidence. Occ. confused : C. 16-20.

access. A C. 19-20 sol. for excess.
tion often ax-sess.

aoccessary, -ory. Often confused: C.
Fowler.

accident. An untimely, or accidental, call of
nature : coll.: 1899. O.E.D.

accident-maker. A report dealing with accidents
and disasters : London journalists’ (— 1887): t by
1920. Baumann.

accidentally on purpose. With purpose veiled -
c.p.: C. 20.

l;widently. Accidentally : sol. : late C. 19-20.

accommodation house. A brothel ; a disorderly
house ; from ca. 1820, now ob. Coll. ‘Jon Bee.’

according, adv. A C. 20 sol. (earlier, S.E.) for
accordingly. Esp. in and the rest according. Cf. :

, that’s. A coll. abbr. of the cautious
that's according lo, i.e. dependent on, the circum-
stances. (Not in the sense, in accordance with.)

according to Cocker. Properly, correctly.
From ca. 1760, ex Edward Cocker (d. 1676). The
U.S. phrase (partly acclimatized in England by
1909: Ware) is according to Gunter, a famous
mathematician : the C. 19 nautical, according to
John Norte, the editor of a much-consulted Navi-
gator’s Manual.

account, go on the. To turn pirate, or buccaneer
(— 1812). Coll.,, t. Scott.

account for. To kill : from ca. 1840 (Thackeray,
1842). Sporting coll. >, by 1890, 8.E.

accounts, cast up one’s. To vomit: C. 17-19.
In C. 20, rare; by 1930, . Dekker; Grose. A
nautical variant, C. 19-20 : audst one’s accounts at
the court of Neptune.—2. In c., to turn King's
evidence : mid-C. 19-20; ob.

accrue chocolate. ¢ To make oneself popular with
the officers’ : naval: C.20; ob. Bowen.

accumulator. (Racing) a better carrying forward
a win to the next event : from ca. 1870.

accur(re), occur. Often confused : mid-C. 16-18.
O.E.D. (Properly, accur = to meet.)

ace. A variant of ace of spades, 1.—2. A showy
airman : Air Force coll,, 1918 ; ob. F. & Gibbons.
Ex the lit. S.E. sense, a crack airman.

ace of spades. A widow : C.19.—2. The female
pudend : low: mid-C. 19-20. F. & H., ‘ Hence, to
play one’s ace and take the Jack (q.v.) = to recesve a
man’.—3. A widow: low (— 1811); t by 1890.
Lex. Bal.—4. A black-haired woman : proletarian
(— 1903). F. & H., revised ed.

uoeo!.withman. Almost: C. 18-20: coll. >,
by 1800, S.E. °‘Facetious’ Tom Brown, I704.
Orig. ambs- or ames-ace

achage. Jocularly ooll. : an ashing state : C. 20.
After breakage (S.0.D.).

achronical, -ycal, and derivative adv.
for acronyc(h)al, -ly: C.17-20. O.E.D.

acid, comethe. To exaggerate : exaggerate one’s
authonty ; make oneself unpleasant ; endeavour to
shift one’s duty on to another : mhtuy from ca.
1910. F. & Gibhona.

Pronuncia-

19-20.

Incorrect



ACID DROP, THE

Acid Drop, the. Mr, Justice Avory : legal nick-
name: C. 20. (The Saturday Review, March 9,
1935.)

acid on, put the. To ask for a loan : Australia,
New Zealand : C.20. Jice Doone. Punning S.E.
acid test.

ack ! No !, as the refusal of a request : Christ’s
Hospital, C. 19. Cf. Romany ac /, stuff !

Ack ; Beer ; Don.—A, B, D Company : military
coll. : from 1914. Ex signalese. Cf.:

ack emma. A.m.: military: from 1915. Ex
signalese for these two letters.

ack over tock. See arse over turkey.

‘ackin’ corf. A hacking cough: ‘pseudo-
vulgarly in jest’ (— 1927); 1.e. coll. when jocular,
illiterate when serious. Collinson.

*gckman, c., is a fresh-water thief : mid-C. 18-19.
Corruption of arkman, q.v. F. & H. adduces also
ack-prrate and ack-riff.

acknowledge the corn, v.i. Admit, acknowledge
(Sala, 1883); ob. Ex U.S. (— 1840), to admit
failure or outwitting. See esp. Thornton.

*acorn, a horse foaled by an. The gallows ; gen.
as ride a horse . . ., to be hanged : c.: late C. 17-
mid-19. Motteux, Ainsworth. Cf. three-legged or
wooden mare, qq.v.

acquaintance, scrape (an). To make acquaint-
ance. Coll.: Farquhar, 1698, ‘ no scraping acquaint-
ance, for Heaven'’s sake ’.

acquire. Tosteal: coll. : C.20. Not aeuphem-
ism, for it is used jocularly.—2. Occ. confused with
(en- or) inquire and require : C.17-20. O.E.D.

acre, knave’s. A mid-C. 16—early 17 variant of
weeping cross, q.v. See also beggar’s bush for a
very pertinent quotation.

Acres, Bob Acres. A coward, esp. if boastful.
Ex a character in Sheridan’s Rivals, 1775. Coll., 1.

acrobat. A drinking-glass : music-hall (— 1903).
F. & H,, revised. Punning tumbler.

acromatic. Incorrect for achromatic (late C. 18-
20) and acroamatic (C. 17-20). O.E.D.

across, come, To meet with accidentally : mid.
C.19-20: coll,, > S.E., not literary, in C. 20.—2,
come across (with it)/ Confess!, speak out!;
hand it over!: post-G.W. Ex U.S.. See also
come across, 1.

across, get, v.t. Irritate or offend (a person):
C.20; coll

across, put it. See put it across.

acrost. Across: sol.,, mostly London (— 1887);
also dial. Baumann.

act of parliament. (Military) small beer perforce
supplied free to a soldier: late C. 18-early 19.
Grose.

Acteon. A cuckold: C. 17-18. B.E., Grose.—
2. To cuckold: late C. 17—early 18. B.E. Coll.
Ex legend of Diana and Acteon.

acting dicky. A temporary appointment : naval
(— 1903); ob. F. & H., revised. On acting-order.
—2. (Often a.D.) A man acting in the name of an
enrolled solicitor : legal (— 1903). Ibid.

acting dish. A dish resembling an old favourite ;
acting rabbut-pie is made of beef: naval: C. 20.
Bowen. Ex acting officer.

acting lady. An inferior actress: ironic theat-
rical coll.: 1883, Entr'acte (February); t by
1920. Ware. Mrs. Langtry’s social-cum-theat-
rical success in 1882 caused many society women to
try their luck on the stage ; mostly with deplorable
results.

acting rabbit-pie. See acting dish.

ADDLINGS

acting thedeceittul. (Theatrical.) Acting: C.19.
Duncombe.

acting the maggot, vbl. n. and ppl. adj. Shirking
work : (mostly Anglo-Irish) bank-clerks’ (— 1936).

active citizen. A louse: low (— 1811); 1 by
1890. Lex. Bal. Cf. bosom friend.

actor’s Bible, the. 7The Era: theatrical coll.:
ca. 1860-1918. Ware. A fling at sacred matters
prompted by the sensation caused by Essays and
Reviews.

actressy. Characteristic of an actress; theat-
rical or somewhat melodramatic in manner: coll. :
late C. 19-20. (Edward Shanks, The Enchanted
Village, 1933.)

actual, the. Money, collectively, esp. if in cash :
mid-C. 19-20. At this word, F. & H. has an admir-
able essayette on, and list of English and foreign
synonyms for, money. In 1890 there were at least
130 English, 50 French synonyms.

ad. An advertisement : printers’ coll.: 1854
(Dickens); in C. 20, gen. Occ. ddvert, rarely
adver.

adlib. A coll. abbr. of ad libitum, as much as one
hkes : C. 19-20.

adad ! An expletive:
Prob. ex egad /

Adam. A bailiff, a police sergeant: C. 16-17,
Shakespeare.—2. In md-C. 17-19 c., an accom-
plice : with tiler following, a pickpocket’s assistant.
Coles, 1676 ; B.E.; Grose.—3. A foreman: work-
men’s (— 1903) ; ob. F. & H., revised.

Adam ; adam. (Gen. in passive.) To marry :
c.: 1781, G. Parker, ‘ *“ What, arc you and Moll
adamed 2’ “Yes ... and by a rum Tom Pat
too”’; 1t by 1850. Ex Adam and Eve.

Adam and Eve. To believe: rhyming s.
(— 1914). F. & Gibbons.

Adam and Eve on a raft. kggs on toast : mostly
military : C. 20. Ibid. Cf.:

Adam and Eve wrecked. Scrambled eggs: id.:
id. :  Ibid.

Adam and Eve’s togs. Nudity: proletarian
London (— 1909) ; slightly ob. Ware. Cf. birth-
day suit.

Adam tiler. See Adam, n., 2.

Adam’s ale. Water. Coll. C. 17-18; jocular
S.E. in C. 19-20, but now outworn. Prynne.
The Scottish equivalent is Adam’s wine (— 1859):
H., 1st ed.

adaption. Adaptation: C. 19-20: S.E. until
C. 20, when gen. considered sol.

add. To come to the correct or wished-for total :
coll. : 1850, Dickens. O.E.D. Sup. |

added to the list. Ie. of geldings in training;
hence, castrated. Racing s. (— 1874). H., 5thed.
Orig. a euphemism.

addel. See addle.

Adders. Addison’s Walk : Oxford University :
late C. 19-20. By ‘ the Oxford -er’.

addition. Paint or rouge or powder for the face :
ca. 1600-1770. Mrs. Centlivre : ‘ Addition is only
paint, madam.” Society s.

addle ; oftcn spelt addel. Putrid drinking water :
nautical : late C. 19-20. Bowen. Ex addled.

addlecove. A fool; a facile dupe : late C. 18-19.
On addle-head or -pate.

Addle (or Addled) Parliament. The Parliament of
1614 : coll. nickname. O.E.D.

addle-plot. * A Martin Mar-all ”, B.E. ; a spoil.
sport : coll. : late C. 17-18.

addlings. ‘Pay acocumulated on a voyage or

coll. : ca. 1660-1770.



ADDRESSED TO

during a commission ’ :
C. 19-20. Bowen.

addressedto. (Of a missile, esp. a shell) aimed at :
military : 1915; ob. F. & Gibbons.

a-deary me! Dear me!: lower-class coll.
(— 1898) and dial. (— 1865). E.D.D.

adjective-jerker. A journalist: literary: late

© C.19-20; ob. Cf. ink-slinger.

[Adjectives used as advv. unrecognized in S.E.
are, according to the extent of the offence, either
sol. or coll. In the approximate period 1670-1820
they were undoubtedly coll.: e.g. mighty, mon-
strous, tolerable.]

adjoin. A sol. for enjoin : C. 19-20.

. adjutant’sgig. (Military) a roller, esp. that of the
barracks : ca. 1870-1914.

adjutant’s nightmare. ‘A confidential Army
Telephone Book: Army Officers’: 1916-18.
B. & P, ¢ Very complicated and frequently revised ’.

*Adkins’s Academy. A certain London house of
correction : o. (— 1823); t by 1860. ‘Jon Bee.’

inister (a rebuke or blow). To give, deal:
mid-C. 19-20 : jocular eoll. >, by 1900, S.E.
admiral. In C. 17-early 18, a S.E. variant of
admirable : in C. 19-20 a sol. Occ. ammiral, which
is also a sol. for admirable.

admiral, tap the. (Nautical) to drink illicitly :
mid-C. 19-20; ob. H., 3rd ed. (at tap). Cf. suck
the monkey.

admiral of the blue. A publican ; a tapster: ca.
1730-1860. (In C. 17, the British Fleet was divided
into the red, white, and blue squadrons, a division
that held until late in C. 19.)

admiral of the narrow seas. A drunk man vomit-
ing into another’s lap : nautical : late C. 18-mid-19.
Grose, 2nd ed.

admiralofthered. A wine-bibber: C. 19, mainly
nautical. Cf.:

admiral of the white. A coward : mid-C. 19-20;
ob. Never very much used.

admirals of the red, white, and blue.
beadles or bumbles : C. 19.

Admiral’s Regiment, the. Tho Royal Marines :
military : mid-C. 19-20; ob. Also Qlobe-Rangers,
Jollies, Little Grenadiers.

Admiralty ham. Any tinned meat: naval: late
C. 19-20. Boweon.

admiration. Abbr. note of admiration, admsration-
mark (written1): coll.: C. 20, mainly printers’,
publishers’, authors’ : rare.

nautical, esp. naval : late

Bedizened

ado, dead for. Dead and done with: C. 16-17;
coll. > S.E.
ado, once #8r. Once for all: C.17; coll. > S.E.

(Like preceding, S.0.D.)

adod! A C.17 oath: coll. Cf. bedad, egad.

adonis. A kind of wig : ca. 1760-1800: coll. bord-
eringonS.E. Cf.Adonis (1765 +), a beau. (0.E.D.)

adonize. (Of men) to adorn one's person:
C. 17-19. Society s. that > Society j.

adorable, said H. A. Vachell late in 1933, ‘is
a much debascd word; a diabolical twin of
‘““ deavie "’ ’ : upper and upper-middle class: from
oa. 1925,

adore. To like (very much): mid-C. 19-20;
(mostly Society) coll.

ldl'iz,t. Harmless (C. 17) ; discharged (C. 18-19);
temporarily missing or absent without leave (mid-
C. 19-20); wide of the mark, oonfused (C. 20:
coll.). Nautical. B.E. has * I'll turn ye adrift, a
Tar-phrase, I'll prevent ye doing me any harm’;
Bowen records the third sense.

AFTER FOUR

’Ads. God’s: a coll. minced oath occurring in
combination (Adsbody, adsheart): late C. 17-early
19. Congreve, Smollett, O.E.D.

Adullamites. As a political nickname, recorded
as early as 1834, but made current in 1868 for a
group of seceding Liberals ; by 1870, any obstruc-
tionists of their own party. Soon coll., now his-
torical. (Cf. cave, q.v.) Ex a reference by Bright
to 1 Samuel xxii. 1, 2. O.E.D., W.

adventure(s), at (all). At random, wholly at
risk: coll. >, by 1600, S.E.; late C. 15-18.
Caxton, Berners, Locke. (0.E.D.)

Adversity Hume. Joseph Hume, politician
(1777-1866). ¢ Owing to his predictions of national
disaster ’ in the 1820’s. Dawson.

advert. Sec ad.

advertisement conveyancers. Sandwich men:
London society : ca. 1883-5. Ware. Coined by
Gladstone and ridiculed by Society.

advertising. Given to seeking publicity—and
using it. C. 20; coll. Asin ‘ He’s an advertising
(sort of) blighter.” Abbr. self-advertising.

Adzooks ! A coll. expletive or oath : mid-C. 18-
mid-C. 19. Le. God’s hooks > ’d’s hooks > ads-
hooks > Adzooks. Cf.’Ads, q.v.

seger. A medical certificate ; a degree taken by
one excused for illness (1865) : coll. >, by 1890, j.
Ex agrotat (— 1794), the same—though always j.

gerate is incorrect for aerate: late C. 19-20.
Fowler.

aerioplane. See areoplane.

afeard. Afraid: C. 16-20: S.E. until early
C. 18, then dial. and coll.; in C. 20, sol. Lit.,
afeared, terrified, ex T afear. Also ’feard.

affair. Of things, esp. buildings, machines :
coll. from ca. 1800, C. 20 S.E. Gen. with a preced-
ing adj. or a sequent adj. phrase. E.g. ¢ The house
was a crazy affair of old corrugated iron’.

affair of honour. A duel resulting in an innocent
man’s death : ca. 1800-70. Coll.

affect and effect are often confused : mid-C. 17—
20. Rarely affective, effective: C. 20. Occ., how-
ever, affection—even infection—was, in late C. 14.
mid-C. 16, confused with t effection. (0.E.D.)

affidavit men. Professional witnesses ready to
swear to anything : late C. 17-18. (Cf. knights of
the post, q.v.) B.E., Grose.

affigraphy. See aftygraphy.

*afflicke, a thief, is either ¢. or low: C. 17.
Rowlands, in Martin Mark-all. But see flick.

afflicted. Tipsy: coll.:
Orig. euphemistic.

afflictions. Mourning clothes and accessories :
chiefly drapers’, mid-C. 19-20; ob. Henoe,
mitigated afflictions, half-mourning.

aftygraphy, to an. Exactly; precisely. In an
affygraphy, immediately. Mid-C. 19-early 20.
Sol. H., 3rd ed., 1864; Ware. Perhaps a con-
fusion of affidavit and autobiography.

afloat ; with back teeth well afloat. Drpnk:
from late 1880’s; ob.

afore and ghind (ahint), before and behind resp.,
have, since ca. 1880, been either low coll. or perhaps
rather sol. when they are not dial.

, or afternoon(’s), man. An after-

noon tippler: resp.: C. 19-20, C. 17-19: coll.

ing on S.E. Overbury, Earle, Smythe-Palmer.

wgter four, after twelve. 45 p.m., 12-2 pm,,

C. 19 Eton ; the latter is in Whyte Melville’s Good
for Nothing. Perhaps rather j. than ooll.

mid-C. 19-20; ob.



AFTER THE LORD

after the Lord Mayor’s show (comes the s**{-cart).
A G.W. military o.p. addressed to a man just back
from leave, esp. if in time for an imminent ¢ show ’.
B. &P

after you, partner ! After you!: a coll. c.p.
(— 1927). Collingon. Ex cards, esp. bridge.

after you with the push | A London street c.p.
addressed with ironic politeness to one who has
roughly brushed past : ca. 1900-14. Ware.

afternoon ! Good afternoon!: coll.: mid-
C. 19-20. Cf. day ! and morning /

afternoon buyer. One on the look-out for bar-
gains : provineial coll. (— 1903). F. & H., revised

afternoon farmer. A procrastinator: s. only in
non-farming uses. Mid-C. 19-20, ob. H., 3rd ed.

afternoon man. See after-dinner man.
atternoon tea. Detention after 3 p.m.: Royal
High School, Edinburgh (— 1903).

afternoonified. Smart : Society, esp. in London :
1897—ca. 1914. Ware quotes an anecdote.

afters. The second course, if any; thus ‘Any
afters ?’ = ‘ Any pudding ?’: military: C. 20.
F. & Gibbons.

i Against (i.e. for) the time when: low
coll. when not dial. : mid-C. 19-20. J. Greenwood,
“If I don't get the breakfuss ready against Jim
comes in ’ (Baumann).

against (the) collar. In difficulties; at a dis-
advantage : ca. 1850-1900.

against the grain. Unwilling(ly), unpleasant(ly) :
mid-C. 17-19, coll.; in C. 20, S.E. Ray, Swift,
Dickens. (Apperson.)

Agamemnons, the Old. The 69th Foot Regiment,
now the Welch : military: C. 19-20; ob. F. &
Gibbons, ¢ From their service with Nelson on board
H.M.S. Agamemnon, 1793-5".

agardente. ‘ Fiery spirits . . . smuggled on
board in the Mediterranean’: naval coll. : mid-
C.19-20. Bowen. Ex Sp. agua ardiente, brandy.

agate. A very small person: late C. 16-17;
coll. > S.E. Ex the tiny figures cut on agate seals.

agen ; agin (esp. the government). Against; in
late C. 19-20, sol. ; earlier, S.E. These are Southern
forms of the t again, against. (W.)

agent. One in charge of the job; esp. an ‘ out-
side’ (not an office) man: Public Works’ coll.
(— 1935).

-agger. Mostly in Charterhouse words. E.g.
combinaggers, & combination suit (esp. of football
attire). From ca. 1890. A. H. Tod, 1900. On
¢ -er, the Oxford ’, q.v.  This prefix is very common
in Oxford -er words, e.g. Jaggers. Sec also * Harrow
Slang ’ and cf. -ugger, q.v.

aggerawator, rarely agg(e)ravalor ; occ. hagrer-
wa(s)ter or -or. A well-greased lock of hair twisted
spirally, on the temple, towards either the ear or the
outer corner of the eye ; esp. among costermongers :
ca. 1830-1910. For a very early mention, see
Dickens’s Sketches by Boz; Ware, Cf. beau-
caichers, Newgate knockers.

Agie. Any ship named Agamemnon: naval:
C. 20. Bowen.—2. Miss Agnes Weston, the
philanthropist : nautical : late C. 19-20; ob. Ibid.

, 866. To‘visit the w.c.: schools’: mid-
C. 19-20.

aggravate, to annoy, verges on catachresis : mid-
C. 19-20. Fowler.

aggravation. A station: rhyming s.: C. 20.

F.&G.
aggregate, v.t. to amount, in aggregate, to: 1865
(0.E.D.): coll. >, by 1920, 8.E.

AIR, GO UP IN

agility, show one’s. (Of women) in crossing a
stile, in being swung, to show much of the person :
ca. 1870-1914. Perhaps a pun on virility.

agin. See agen.

agitate, v.t. To ring (a bell): jocular coll.;
from ca. 1830.

agitator. A bellrope; a knocker: ca. 1860-
1900. Ex preceding.

agolopise. See ajolopise.

*agony. Difficulty, problem ; story one has to
tell: c.: from ca. 1930. James Curtis, The Gilt
Kid, 1936. Ex Conway Training Ship s.: late C.
19-20. Masefield.—2. A newly joined young officer
nervous or confused in command: military (not
officers’) : 1916; ob. F. & Gibbons. .

Agony. Agny, near Arras: military in G.W. Rich-
ard Blaker, Medal without Bar,1930. This,like many
other G.W. place-namecs, will eventually disappear.

agony, pile up (or on) the. To exaggerate. Ex
U.S. (Haliburton, 1835: O.E.D.); anglicised ca.
1865. 1In C. 20, coll. ; the former, now rare.

agony-bags. Scottish bagpipes: English (not
Scottish) Army officers’ : from ca. 1912.

agony column. The personal column in & news-
paper’s advertisements (first in The Times).
Laurence Oliphant, in Piccad:lly, 1870 ; W. Black,
1873. Coll. by 1880.

agony in red. A vermilion costume: London
society : ca. 1879-81. Ware. Ex Aestheticism.

agony-piler. (Theatrical) an actor of sensational
parts : ca. 1870-1910.

agony-waggon. A medical trolley :
1916-18.

agree like bells. Explained by the fuller form,
a.l.b., they want mnothing but hanging: coll.
verging on (proverbial) S.E.: 1630, T. Adams;
1732, Fuller; ob. in C. 20. Apperson. Cf. the
C. 18-20 (ob.) agree like pickpockets in a fair.

agreeable ruts of life, the. The female pudend:
low *superior ’ (— 1903); ob.

agricultural. See cow-gshot. Prob. influenced
also by mow, n. and v, in cricket j.

aground. Ataloss; ruined: C.18-20. Coll. >
in C. 19, S.E.

ah for ou, ow, is typical of Cockney, as in tahn for
town ; also Cockney for aw as in brahn for brawn.
See the quotation at bruvver and the entries at i,
‘vforth’, ‘vforw? and ‘w forv’,

ah,quejecanbebete ! Howstupid Iam : ‘half-
society ’ (Ware): ca. 1899-1912. Macaronic with
Fr. je, I, and béte, stupid.

ahind, ahint. See afore.

Aiglers, the. The 87th Foot Regiment; from
ca. 1881, the lst Battalion of the Royal Irish
Fusiliers : military : from early C. 19; ob. At
Barossa, in the Peninsular War, they captured the
cagle (Fr. aigle) of a French Regiment.

Ailga. Glasgow & South-Western [Railway]
Deferred Ordinary Stock (A. J. Wilson): Stock
Exchange (— 1895). Ailsa being a Scottish
Christian name.

aim. The person that aims: coll.:
1880. Cf. S.E. shot.

ain’t, Sol. for am, or is or are, not. Swift, 1710.
As = are not, also dial. ; as = am or 18 not, mainly
Cockney. Cf. a'n’t, q.v.—2. Sol. for has not, have
not : C.19-20 ; esp. London, ‘Iain’t done nothing
to speak on,” Baumann.

air, give the. See give the air.

air, go (straight) up in the,
excited > (Lyell) : col.: C. 20.

military :

from ca.

‘To get angry,



AIR, HOT

air, hot, See hot air.

air, in the, (Of news, rumours) generally known
or suspeoted, but not yet in print: C. 19 coll,
C. 20 8.E.; likely to happen: 1920 +, coll.; un-
certain, problematic, remote or fanciful : C. 19 coll,,
C. 20 8.E.

air, on the. (Wireless telegraphy) on the * wire-
less’ programme ; if applied to a person, it often
connotes that he—or she—is important, or
notorious, as news or publicity. Resp. 1927
(OED) and 1930: coll.; by 1935, verging on

mr, take the. To go for a walk: coll. > S.E.:
C. 19-20. Also, make oneself scarce : coll. ; from
ca. 1880.

- *air and exercise. A flogging at the cart’s tail:
c.: late C. 18-early 19. Grose.—2. In C. 19 ¢,

penal servitude.—3. Ca. 182040, °the pillory,
revolving ’, Bee.

air-flapper. A signaller: military: C. 20.
F. & Gibbons.

air-hole. ‘A small public garden, gen. a dis-

mally converted graveyard’: London society :
1885-95. Ware ascribes it to the Metropolitan
Public Gardens Association.

air-pill. A bomb dropped from an acroplane :
military : 1916; ob. F. & Gibbons.

air-man-chair. A chairman: music-halls’: ca.
1880-1900. Ware. By transposition of ck and the
duplication of air ; a variation on central s.

air-merchant. A balloon-officer ; a flying man :
military : 1917: F. P. H. Prick van Wely, ¢ War
Words and Peace Pipings ’ in English Studies, 1922,

air one’s heels. To loiter, dawdle about : mid-
C. 19-20: s. >, by 1900, coll.

air one’s pores. To be naked: C. 20. Cecil
Barr, Amour French for Love, 1933.

air one’s vocabulary. To talk for the sake of talk-
ing or for that of effect : coll. : from ca. 1820. Ob

airey. See airy.

au'mg (The turf) a race run with no intention of
winning : ca. 1870-1914.

airing, give it an. An imperative = take it
away !; coll.; from ca. 1890. Also, be quiet!:
C. 20.

airoplane, occ. aerioplane. Aeroplane: sol.
spelling : from ca. 1910. Cf. airyplane and areo-
plane.

airs, give oneself. To put on ‘side ’ or ‘ swank’:
coll. in C. 18, then S.E. Fielding.

mtsandgraces Faces (cf. C. 19
Epaom mcea) rhyming s.: C. 20.

. girey. The area of a. building : sol. :

1694, The Lcmdon Gazette (O.

airy-fairy. As light or damty as & fairy : coll,
now verging on S.E.: 1869, W. S. Gilbert. Ex
Tennyson’s airy, fairy Lilian. O.E.D. (Sup.).

giryplane. Aeroplane: sol.: from ca. 1912,
Cf. areoplane, q.v.

airyvated, ppl.adj. Excited ; worked-up: low:
from ca. 1931. J. Curtis, The Gilt Kid, 1936.
Ex:—2. Aerated: sol.: C. 20.

Ajax. A jakes, a water-closet : late C. 16-18.
A spate of cloacal wit was loosed by Harington's
tract. The Metamorphosis of Ajaz, 1696.

ajolopise ; more correctly agolopise. To apolo-
gise : non-aristooratic, jocular perversion : C. 20.

‘rhymed’

Ak. A variant of Ack, q.v. (Philip Macdonald,
Rope to Spare, 1932.)
ak dum. At once: military: late C. 19-20.

& Gibbons, Ex Hindustani ek dam—2. A

ALE-DRAPER

German notice-board: 1916-18. Ibid. Ex the
caption Achtung /, beware.

ak dum and viggery! At once!: rare: from
1919. A combination of ak dum, 1, and (corrupted)
iggri. l.e. ex two Army phrases, the former from
Hindustani, the latter from Arabic !

Ahrman’l hotel. Newgate prison. ‘In 1787,
says Grose, a person of that name was the gaoler,

or keeper.” 1 by 1850.

Akeybo. As in ‘ He beats Akeybo, and Akeybo
beats the devil’ : proletarian (— 1874); ob. H.,,
5th ed. Cf. Banaghan, Banagher, q.v. Akeybo,
however, remains an etymological puzzle. Is there
a connexion with Welsh Gypsy ake tx /, here thou
art ! (a toast : cf, here’s to you /) : Sampson.

akka. An Egyptian piastre: Regular Army’s:
from ca. 1920. Ex the slang of Egyptian beggars :
ptastre corrupted.

alacompain. Rain: rhyming s. (— 1859); ob.
H., 1st ed. Also alla-, ali, eli-. Cf. France and
Spain.

alas, my poor brother | A coll. c.p. of the 1920’s.
Collinson. Ex a famous Bovril advertisement.

Albany beef. North American sturgeon: nau-
tical : mid-C. 19-20. Bowen. Ex that town.

albert. Abbr. Albert chain: from ca. 1884;
coll. till ca. 1901, then S.E. Ex the name of the
Prince Consort of Queen Victoria.

Albertine. ‘An adroit, calculating, business-like
mistress ’ : aristocratic : ca. 1860-80. Ware. Ex
the character so named in Dumas the Younger’'s Le
Pére Prodigue.

Albertopolis. Kensington Gore, London: Lon-
doners’ : the 1860’s. Yates, 1864 ; H., 1874, notes
it as 1. Ex Albert Prince Consort, intimately
associated with this district.

albonized. Whitened : pugilistic, ca. 1855-~1900.
‘Ducange Anglicus’, 1857. Ex L. albus, white,
Cf. ebony optic, q.v.

alcalde and alcayde are sometimes confused
mid-C. 18-20. O.E.D.

*alderman. A half-crown: c.: from 1830%s;
ob. Ex its size. ‘Ducange Anglicus’, 1857:
Brandon, 1839.—2. A long pipe (= churchwarden) :
ca. 1800-50.—3. A turkey, esp. if roasted and
garnished with sausages: late C. 18-early 20;
variant alderman sn chains. George Parker, ca.
1782 says it is c.—4. Late C. 19 c., precisely a

‘jemmy’: see citizen. The Dady Telegraph,
May 14, 1883.—5. A qualified swimmer : Felsted
School : ca.1870-90. Ex the Alders, a deep pool in
the Chelmer.

alderman, vote for the. To indulge in drink:
ca. 1810-50. Cf. Lushington, q.v., and :

alderman in chains. See alderman, 3.

Alderman Lushington. Intoxicants: Austra-
lian, ca. 1850-1900. Ex Alderman Lushington ss
concerned, He is drunk: a c.p. of ca. 1810-50.
Vaux.

aldermanily. The quality of being an alderman ;
a body of aldermen. From ca. 1625 ; in C. 19-20,
S.E. Aldermanship is the regular form, glder-
manily a jocular variant, a cultured coll. after
humanity.

alderman’space. A gait slow’and solemn: C. 17
coll. > S.E. Cotgrave; Ray.

Aldute,admughtorbillonthepumput. A bad
bill of exchange : late C. 18-19 commercial. Grose,
1st ed. (at draught).

ale-draper. An ale-house kee r (mghed in
1592): jocular coll. >, by 1750,



ALE-HEAD WIND

This jocular term actually occurs in the burial-entry
of a Lincolnshire parish register of the C. 18.
ale-head wind, beatin(g) up against an. Drunk:
pautical : late C. 19-20. I.e. ‘ tacking all over the
place ’, esp. the pavement.
ale-knight. A drunkard; a boon companion
(1675) : C.16-17: coll. > S.E.
ale-spinner. A brewer; a publican. C.19.
ale-stake. A tippler: coll, C. 17-18. In S.E.
ale-stake = ale-pole, a pole serving as an ale-house

SIgXIec. See smart Alec.

alecie, alecy. Lunacy; intoxication: Lyly,
1598. Cited as an example of pedantic nonce-
words, it may be considered s. because of its
derivation, after lunacy, from ale + cy. (N.B.:
despite a subconscious belief to the contrary, culture
and/or pedantry do not prevent a word from being
8. or coll.; indeed, culture and pedantry have
their own unconventionalisms.)

ales. (Stock Exchange) the shares of Messrs S.
Allsopp & Sons: from ca. 1880. Also slops.
(A. J. Wilson.)

ales,in his. In his cups, or rather his tankards of
ale (ale orig. synonymous with beer): C. 16-17;
coll. Shakespeare.

Alex. Alexandria (in Egypt): mibltary (1915)
ex Anglo-Egyptian (late C. 19-20). E.g.in F. Brett
Young, Jim Redlake, 1930.

Alexander. To hang (a person): Anglo-Irish
coll.: ca. 1670-1800. Ex the merciless way in
which Sir Jerome Alexander, an Irish judge in
1660-74, carried out the duties of his office.
F. & H., revised.

Alexandra limp. The limp affected, as a compli-
ment to the Princess of Wales, by Socicty ca. 1865—
80. Coll. Chamber's Journal, 1876. Cf. Grecian
bend, q.v.

’alt a mo’. A tooth-brush moustache: Aus.
trahan military : 1916-18.

‘alf a mo’, Kaiser! A c.p. of 1916-18. F. &
Gibbons. Ex a recruiting poster thus headed.

Altred David, Afidavy. Aftidavit: sol. resp.
1865, Dickens (and again, ca. 1880, Harry Adams
in a music-hall song), and C. 19-20. Ocec. mid-
C. 19-20, after Davy. Cf. david and davy, qq.v.

Algerine. (Theatrical) one who, when salaries
are not paid, reproaches the manager. Also, an
impecunious borrower of small sums. Ca. 1860—
1900. Perhaps ex the U.S. sense : a pirate (1844).

Algie, -y. Generic for a young male aristocrat
(esp. if English): coll.: from ca. 1895. See my
Name This Child, 1936.

alias and alibi are, in late C. 18-20, oce. confused.
—2. alias = otherwise (not in the legal sense) is a
loose, coll. deviation from the S.E. sense : C. 19-20.

Alice. An imitation tree (serving as an observa-
tion-post) in the Fauquissart sector : G.W. military.
F. & Gibbons.

alike . . . or. Alike . .. and: catachrestic:
C. 19-20. See quotation at dry smoke.

alive, look. (Gen. in imperative.) To make
haste: coll.: 1858, T. Hughes, ‘[He] . . . told
[them] to look alive and get their job done ’, 0.E.D.

alive and kickifig ; all alivo. Very alert and
active. Coll.: from ca. 1852 : see all serene.

aliveo. Lively; sprightly: (low) coll.: late
C. 19-20. Ex all alivo. J. Storer Clouston, 1932,
¢ Mrs. Morgan considered herself quite as aliveo and
beanful as these young chits with no figures.’

all, and. See and all.

ALL IN

all a-cock, °‘ Overthrown, vanquished’, Ware :
proletarian (— 1909). Ware thinks that it derives
either ex knocked snto a cocked hat or ex cock-fighting.

all a treat. * Perfection of enjoyment, sometimes
used satirically to depict mild catastrophe ’, Ware :
London street coll. (— 1909).

all abroad. See abroad.

all afloat. A coat: rhyming s. (— 1859). H.,
1st ed.

all alive. (Tailors’) ill-fitting : ca. 1850-1910.

all alivo. Sec alive and kicking.

All-Aloney, the. The Cunard liner Alaunia:
nautical : C.20. Bowen.

(all) along of. Sol. for ‘solely because of’: C.
19-20. Cf. along of.

all arms and legs. See arms and legs. .

all at sea. At a loss; confused: C. 19-20;
coll. from ca. 1890. Cf. abroad, q.v.

all brandy. (Of things) excellent, commendable :
non-aristocratic : ca. 1870-1910.

all callao (or -i0). Quite happy : nautical : late
C. 19-20; ob. Bowen. Prob. ex Callao, the
Peruvian sea-port, to reach which must be a comfort
and a relief.

all cando. All right: naval: late C. 19-20.
Ibid. ? all canned-o.

all-clear. An all-clear signal : coll. : from 1918.
Often fig. ; orig. in respect of hostile air-craft.

all cut. Confused ; upset; excited: mulitary:
C.20. F. & Gibbons.

all dick(e)y with. See dicky, adj.

all dressed-up and nowheretogo ! A c.p.: from
ca.1916; ob. Collinson. Ex ‘asongby Raymond
Hitchcock, an American comedian ’.

all-fired. Infernal; curséd. Ong. (1835) U.S.;
anghcised ca. 1860. Thornton. Euphemiscs hell-
fired.—2. Hence the adv. all-firedly : U.S. (1860),
anglicised ca. 1870 ; ob.

all fours, be or go on.
C. 19-20 coll.

d"‘all gay ! The coast is clear: C. 19 c. Cf. bob,
adj.

*All Hallows. The °tolling place’ (? scene of
robbery), in Prigging Law (lay): c. of ca. 1680-
1630). Greene, 1592.

all hands and the cook. Everybody on the ship :
nautical coll. : mid-C. 19-20. Bowen. Tho cook
being called on only 1n emergency.

all-hands ship. A ship on which all hands are
employed continuously : nautical coll. : mid-C. 19-
20. Bowen.

all hands to the pump. A concentration of effort :
C.18-19; ob. by 1890. Coll. rather than s.

all harbour light. All right: orig. (1897) and
mostly cabbies’ rhyming s. ; ob.

all his buttons on, have. To be shrewd, alert,
and/or active: London proletariat: ca. 1880-
1915. Ware.

all holiday at Peckham. A mid-C. 18-19 pro-
verbial saying = no work and no food (pun on
peck) ; doomed, ruined. Grose, 3rd ed.

all-hot. A hot potato: low (— 1857); t by
1900. ‘Ducange Anglicus’, 1st ed.

all-in. An all-in assurance policy : insurance-
world coll. : from ca. 1927.

all in, adj. (Stock Exchange) depressed (of the
market): ocoll.: mid-C. 19-20; opp. all out.
These are also terms shouted by dealers when prices
are, esp., falling or rising.—2. Hence, in C. 20, all in
(of persons, occ. of animals) = exhausted.—3.
¢ Without limit or restriction’, C. J. Dennis:

To proceed evenly.



ALL IN A BUST

A;ui;lmlian ooll. : C.20. Cf.8.E.nuance, ‘inclusive
of all .

allin a bust. See bust, all in a.

all in fits. (Of clothes) ill-made : mid-C. 19-20:
tailors’.

all in the seven. See seven, all in the.

all jaw (like a sheep’s head). Excessively talka.-
tive ; eloquent. From ca. 1870; ob. Variant, all
mouth : ca. 1880-1910.

all kiff. All right, all correct : military (— 1914)
>, by 1920, fairly gen. F. & Gibbons ; Manchon.
Perhaps ex all K'rect = O.K. ; prob. ex Fr. s. kif-kif.

all legs and wings. (Of a sailing vessel) over-
masted : nautical : late C. 19-20; ob. Bowen.

all Lombard Street to ninepence, to a china orange.
Heavy odds: ocoll.: 1819 +, — 1880 respectively.
The formerist ; the latter slightly ob. Cf. bet you a
million to a bit of dirt /, q.v.

all my eye (and Betty Martin.) Nonsense !
* AUl my eye is perhaps the earliest form (Goldsmith
has it in 1768), although it is clear that Grose’s
version '—that’'s my eye, Belty Martin—" was al-
ready familiar in 1785. . . Cf. the Fr. mon il /,
Grose, P.  The Betty Martin part, despite ingenious,
too mgemous, hypotheses (esp. that sponsored by
“Jon Bee’ and silently borrowed by H.: ‘a cor-
ruption . . . of . . . Oh, mihi, beate ﬂlartine’).
remains a mystery. It is, however, interesting to
note that Moore the poet has, in 1819, all my eye,
Betty, and Poole, in Hamlet Travestied, 1811, has
that's all my eye and Tommy; this problematic
tommy recurs in like Hell and Tommy (W.) Cf. the
next two entries.

allmy eye and (my)elbow. A London elaboration
of the preceding : 1882; 1 by 1920. Ware, ‘ One
can wink with the eye and nudge with the elbow at
once ’; he also points to the possibility of mere
alliteration. Cf.:

all my eye and my grandmother. A London
variant (— 1887) of the preceding ; ob. Baumann.
Cf. 80’s your grandmother !, which, in late C. 19-20,
expresses mncredulity : gen. throughout England.

all nations. A mixture of drinks from all the un-
finished bottles: late C. 18—early 19. Grose, 1st
ed.—2. A coat many-colourcd or much-patched :
C.19.

all-night man. A body-snatcher :
See esp. Ramsay, Reminiscences, 1861.

all of a dither. Trembling, shivering, esp. with
fear. A phrase app. first recorded, as ‘ unconven-
tional’, in 1917, but existing in Lancashire dial. at
least as early as 1817.

all of a doadah. Nervous: C. 20. Sce doodah.
—2. Hence, esp. ‘of an aeroplane pilot getting
nervous in mid-air ' : Air Force: from 1915. F. &
Gibbons.

allofaheap. Astounded ; nonplussed : C.18-20;
coll. by 1800. In Shakespeare, all on a heap.

all of a piece. ‘ Awkward, without proper distri-
bution or relation of parts’: low coll. (— 1909);
slightly ob. Ware.

all of a hough, or huh. Clumsy; unworkman-
like : tailors’, ca. 1870-1914.—2. Lopsided : ex
Somerset dial., from ca. 1855. H., 1st ed.

all one’s own. One’s own master:
apprentices’ : ca. 1850-1905. Ware.

all out. Complet,el from ca. 1620; coll. >
8.E. by ca. 1750.—2. fa big drink, ex drink all out,
to empty a glass, C. 17-19, coll.—3. In error:
C. 10-20.—4. (The turf) unsucoessful : ca. 1870—
1900.—5. (Stock Exchange) improving, cf. all

ca. 1800-50.

London

ALL SERENE

in, q.v. for period and status.—8. Exhausted :
athletics, ca. 1880-1900; then gen.—7. In post-
G.W. athletios coll. it also means exerting every
effort, as indeed it has done in gen. use since the
early 1890’s; by 1930, S.E. (0.E.D.).

allover,adj. Feeling ill or sore all over the body :
coll. : 1851, Mayhew, who affords also the earliest
English instance of all-overish.

all over grumble. Inferior ; very unsatisfactory :
London proletarian : 1886, The Referee, March 28,
‘It has been a case of all over grumble, but Thurs-
day’s show was all over approval ’; ob. (Ware.)

all over oneself. Very pleased ; over-confident :
C. 20, esp. in the Army. Lyell.

all over red. Dangerous: ca. 1860-1920.
Ware. Ex the railway signal.

all-over pattern. A pattern that is either very
intricate or non-recurrent or formed of units un-
separated by the ‘ ground ’: coll. from ca. 1880.

all over the shop. Ubiquitous (G. R. Sims,
1883) ; disconcerted (1887) ; confused, untidy (C. 20).

all over with, it is. (Of persons) ruined; dis-
graced ; fatally ill or mortally wounded : from ca.
1860; coll. soon S.E. Cf. the L. actum est de.
(S.0.D.)

all-overish. Having an indefinite feeling of
general indisposition or unease : from ca. 1840 :
coll. Perhaps ex U.S., where it is recorded as early
a8 1833 (Thornton).

all-overishness. The state of feeling ‘all-
overish’ (q.v.): from ca. 1840; coll. Early
examples in Harrison Ainsworth (1854) and John
Mills (1841).

all present and correct. See correct,all . . .

all poshed up. Sce all spruced up.

all profit. See profit, all.

allright | Yes!, agreed ! ; you needn’t worry !
C.19-20; coll. As adj. and rare adv., all right is
S.E.

all right, a bit of. See bit of all right.

all right, all right. A coll. emphasising of all
right : C. 20. (D. Sayers, Murder Must Advertise,
1933, ¢ She’s a smart jane all right, all right.’)

all right up to now. Serene, smiling: a c.p.,
mainly women’s: 1878-ca. 1915. ‘Used by
Herbert Campbell . . . in Covent Garden Theatre
Pantomime, 1878°, Ware, who adds that it is
derived ex ‘ enceinte women making the remark as
to their condition ’.

[all round. Versatile; adaptable, whether at
sport or in life (James Payn, 1881); of things, or
rents, average (1869 : O.E.D.). S.E. bordering on
coll.]

all round my hat. Indisposed: ca. 1850-1900.
As an exclamation (1834—ca. 1890) = nonsense !
Hence, spicy as all round my hat (ca. 1870-1900),
sensational : 1882, Punch.

all-rounder. A versatile or adaptable person,
esp. at sport (— 1887); coll. >, by 1910, S.E.—2.
A collar of equal height all round and meeting in
front (Trollope, 1857), unfashionable by ca. 1885
rarely worn after 1890.

all saints. Seemothero!allsa.mtl(Bndges,l772).

all serene. Correct; safe; favourable: o.p.,
now ob. Dickens, 1853 : ¢ An audience will sitin a
theatre and listen to a string of brilliant witticisms,
with perfect immobility ; but let some fellow .
roar out * It’s all serene »’, or * Catoch 'em all alive,
oh !” (this last is sure to take), pit, boxes, and
gallery roar with laughter.” In 1901, Fergus Hume
used the rare variant, all sereno (0.E.D.)



ALL-SET

all-set. (Of a rogue, a desperate character)
‘ready to start upon any kind of robbery, or other
mischief’, Bee, 1823 : low or perhaps c.—2. Ready ;
arranged in order; comfortable : coll.: from ca.
1870. Ex the all set 7—ready /—go used in starting
those athletic races in which the starter does not
employ a pistol.

all Sir Garnet. See Sir Garnet.

all smoke, gammon and pickles or spinach. All
nothing, i.e. all nonsense : ca. 1870-1900.

all sorts. Tap-droppings (‘ Jon Bee ’°, 1823) ; cf.
alls, all nations.

all souls. See mother of all souls.

all spice, all-spice. A grocer: mid-C. 19-20;
ob. The S.E. sense, aromatic herb, goes back to the
early C. 17.

all spruced up—poshed up—togged up. Smart-
ened up, esp. to meet someone : C. 20 : resp. coll,,
8. (not before 1915), and s. (late C. 19-20); the
second was orig. military. (F. & Gibbons.)

all ing, sleep, or, gen., turn in. ‘ To turn in
with one’s clothes on’: nautical coll. : late C. 19~
20. Bowen; Lyell.

all t.h. Good; correct.
ca. 1860-1910.

all that, and. See and all that and cf. :

all that sort of thing, which has long been S.E., was
regarded by ‘ Jon Bee ’ (see at warblers), 1823, as coll.

all the go. Genuine; thoroughly satisfactory ;
esp. in demand, fashionable (see go) : C.19-20; ob.

all the way down. Completely suitable or suited :
coll., ca. 1850-1910. Lit.,, from top to toe.—2.
Hence, as adv. : excellently. A coll. of late C. 19—
20. Manchon.

all the way there. A variant, ca. 1860-90, of all
there, q.v. H., 3rd ed.

all the world and his wife. See wife, all the . . .

all there. Honest, reliable (— 1860); ready-
witted (1880) ; sane (late C. 19-20). H., 2nd ed.;
Lyell.

all to pieces. Collapsed, ruined : C. 17-20 coll.—
2. Out of form or condition : C. 19-20, ob.—3. (Of
a woman) confined : mid-C. 19-20. All three esp.
with go.

all to smash. Utterly (Cuthbert Bede, 1861);
ob.—2. Ruined, bankrupt, mid-C. 19-20. H., lst
ed. Perhaps ex Somersetshire dial.

all togged up. See all spruced up.

all up (with). Of things, projects: fruitless,
ruined : late C. 18-20. Of persons: bankrupt,
utterly foiled, doomed to die: C. 19-20, as in
Dickens’s * all up with Squeers’. Rarely up alone.

all-up. An ‘easy’; a rest: Public Schools’:
Cé 20. Desmond Coke, The School Across the Road,
1910.

all upon. See upon, 2.

All Very Cushy. The (now Royal) Army
Veterinary Corps: military: 1915; ob. F. &
Gibbons. See cushy, comfortable.

all very large and fine. A c.p. indicative of ironic
approval : coll.: 1886; slightly ob. Ex °the
refrain of a song sung by Mr. Herbert Campbell’
(Ware) : cf. all right up to now.

mpain. Jee alacompain.
allee samee, All the same: ‘ pidgin’ (— 1883).

Ware.
alleluia lass. A Salvation Army girl: London
proletarian : 1888 ; ob. Ware.
for. A drink. Coined by Mark Lemon in
the 1840’s. Ob.

Tailors’ A1, all right :

ALOFT

all(e)y. A marble of medium size: C. 18-20
schoolboys’ coll. > S.E. Defoe has it. Per-
haps ex alabaster.—2. A go-between : proletarian
(— 1909); virtually 1. Ware derives ex Fr. aller,
to go.

alley ! Seeally !

Alley, the. Coll. abbr. of Change Alley, London,
¢ the scene of the gambling in South Sea stocks’,
early C. 18.

alley, toss in the. To die: Australian (— 19186).
C.J. Dennis. Ex marbles.

alleyed. Gone away; dead: military: 19156;
ob. Seeally !

Alleyman. A German: military : late 1914-15.
B. & P. Ex Fr. Allemand. Sce Fritz and Jerry.

alliance, allegiance. Occ. confused : from late
C.16. Cf. allegation, alligation : C.17-20. O.E.D.

allicholly. Melancholy : jocular coll. or deliber-
ate s. in Shakespeare’s Two Gentlemen of Verona :
punning ale 4+ melancholy.

alligator. See halligator.—2. One who, singing.
opens his mouth wide : ca. 1820-50. Bee.

igator pear. An avocado pear : South African
coll. (— 1892). By corruption. Pettman.

allow. Weekly pocket-money : Harrow School,
C. 19-20; ob.

alls. Short for all nations (tap-droppings), q.v. ;
ca. 1840-1914.—2. Also, ca. 1850-1900, a work-
man’s term—the American equivalent is, or used
to be, bens—for his tools.

Alislops. Allsopp & Sons’ ale: not upper-
classes’ : from ca. 1900. It had a slump in quality
at one time ; the name has unjustly stuck.

allus. Sol. for always : mostly London: C. 18-
20.
ally oralley ! Go away !; clear off ! : military:
from 1915. Fr. allez(-vous en). Often ally at the
toot, be off quickly. (F. & Gibbons.)

Ally Slopers’ Cavalry. The Army Service Corps:
military : from 1914. Ex AUy Sloper, that buffoon
who named a pre-War comic paper. Also, oce.,
Army Safety Corps, also ex the initials: 1915-18.
F. & Gibbons; B. & P.

almanach, The female pudend: low: late
C. 19—early 20.

almighty. Great(ly), might(il)y. A U.S. coll.
never properly acclimatised in Great Britain and
now ob. De Quincey, 1824 : ‘Such rubbish, such
almighty nonsense (to speak transailanticé) . . .’

almighty dollar, the. Wealth : coll. (— 1876) ex
U.S. (1836). Probably coined by Washington Irv-
ing, after Ben Jonson's almighty gold, though the
first printed record does not occur in Irving’s work.
In England the phrase is always satirical, nor is it
yet S.E. : and frequently it connotes the (supposed)
American devotion to and absorption in money-
making.

almond rocks. Socks: rhyming s.: late C. 19-

20. Since 1914 among soldicrs: Army rocks.
B.&P.
almonds. Abbr. of almond rocks. P. P.

Rhyming Slang, 1932.

aloft. Dead: C. 18-20; ob. Also coll. is go
aloft, to die : Dibdin’s Tom Bowling, 1790, contains
the verses,

Faithful below, Tom did his duty,
And now he’s gone aloft.

At aloft, F. & H. has a fascinating synonymy for
‘to die’; see too the essay on euphemisms in
Words ! Cf. alow and aloft. a.v.



ALONE, GO

alone, go. To be experienced, wary, and alert :
ca. 1800-25.

along, get. An imperative = go away !: coll.;
C. 19-20. Ordinarily, get along is 8.E. and = get
on, move along.

alongof. Owingto. InC.19-20, exceptindial.,
it is sol., but in C. 16-17 it was indubitably S.E.—
2. With, as in * Being friendly along o’ you’: sol. :
mid-C. 19-20. Baumann. Ex dial.

along-shore boys. Landsmen: nautical coll.
(— 1823); 1 by 1910. Egan’s Grose.

along with. A coll. weakening of with: late
C. 19-20. C. Williams, The Greater Trumps, 1932,
‘Her engagement to—her understanding with—
whatever . . . she had along with this young
Henry Lee fellow—had hardened her.’

alonger. Along of : sol. form (— 1887), mostly
London. Baumann.

aloud, used fig., is coll.: mid-C. 19-20. (The
O.E.D. record : 1872.)

alow and aloft. ‘Below decks and aloft’;
nautical coll. : mid-C. 19-20. Bowen.—2. Hence,
‘dead and alive’, i.e. lethargic, dull: nautical:
late C. 19-20; ob. Ibid.

*Alps, over the. See over the Alps.

t. An erroneous form of all right: late
C. 19-20. Fowler.

*Algatia (the Higher). Whitefriars. Alsatia the
Lower, the Mint in Southwark, London. C. of ca.
16801800 ; afterwards, historical. From early in
C. 17 until 1697, when both liberties or asylums or
sanctuaries were suppressed, these were the haunts
of bankrupts, fleeing debtors, gamesters and sharks.
In Shadwell's comedy, The Squire of Alsatia—the
first record of the term—occurs the illuminating :
‘Who are these? Some inhabitants of White.
fryers ; some bullies of Alsatia.’ Alsatia = Alsace,
a ‘debateable ground’ province. In C. 18-19
Alsatia meant any asylum for criminals, any low
quarter, while squire of Alsalia synonymised a
sharper or a ‘shady’ spendthrift. Besides Shad-
well's play, consult Scott’s Fortunes of Nigel,
Macaulay’s History at I, iii, E. Beresford Chancellor’s
Annals of Fleet Street, and M. Melville Balfour’s
historical novel, The Long Robe.

Alsatia phrase. A term in s. or, esp., in c.:
Swift, 1704 ; t by 1750. Coll. very soon S.E.

*Alsatian, Pertaining to ‘ Alsatia’; criminal;
debauched : c. of late C. 17-18; then historical.
Whence the n.—2. Abbr. Alsatian wolf-dog : from
1925 ; coll. almost imm. S.E. (A. wolf-dog itself—
see the S.0.D.—dates only from 1924.)

also ran, ar’ A nonentity : mostly Australian
(— 1916) >, by 1918, gen. C.J. Dennis ; Collinson.
Ex horse-racing.

alt, in. Haughty: coll.: 1748, Richardson;
t by 1820. (Apperson). Ex altitude.

alta(or @ or u)ma(or e)l(l). All together; alto-
gother (adv.): late C.17-18. N., the total of a bill,
an account : C. 18. Adj., nautical, esp. of s. and j. :
C. 18. Since the adv. and the n. are always, so far
as I can discover, spelt alta(or e)me(or a){(l) and
F. & H. derives them from Dutch altemal (modern
Dutch allemaal}—Hexham, 1658, °‘Al-te-mael,
Wholly, or All at once’,—and since the O.E.D.
derives the adj., always spelt altumal, from allum
(mare) + al, the two forms and derivations suggest,
indeed they almost necessitate, two distinct origins.

altar. ‘Master's desk in old Lower Senior
Room ’: Bootham School : late C. 19-20. Anon.,
Dict. of Bootham Slang, 1925. Ex the shape.

AMEN-CURLER

alter. Unpleasant; e.g. ‘We had an alter
g‘ade this morning’: military (not officers’):

m ca. 1930. Perhaps ex (— 1898) Hampshire
dial. alteration and (— 1898) Berkshire dial. altery,
(of weather that is) uncertain, tending to rain.
(E.D.D.)

alter the jeft’s click. To make a garment regard-
less of the ocutter's chalkings or instructions :
tailors’ (— 1903). F. & H., revised.

*gltham, C. 16 ¢., a wife; a mistress. Whence(?)
the c. adj. autem, q.v.

altifrontal, adj. High-brow: 1932; somewhat
f)ejorative, ‘Is he intelligent 2—Oh, very alti-
rontal, I'd say.” London authors’, reviewers’, and
publishers’.

altitude, grabbing for. (Occ. in other tenses.)
Becoming very : aircraft engineers’: from
ca. 1932. The Dasly Herald, Aug. 1, 1936.

altitudes, in the (or his, my, etc). In elevated
mood (coll.: Jonson, 1630); drunk (ca. 1700).
Both were t by 1840. Cf. elevated.

altocad. An oldish paid member that in the choir
takes alto : Winchester College, from ca. 1850.

altogether and all together are often confused:
mid-C. 19-20., The former = entirely, on the
whole. Fowler.

altogether, the. The nude: coll.: 1894, Du
Maurier (Ware). L.e. the allogether (wholly) naked.

al . Drunk: Society: 1816, Byron;
1 by 1930. Ware. Ex altogether drunk.

'Am and Tripe, the. H.M.S. Amphritite : naval:
C.20. Bowen.

amachoor. A coll. written form of amateur,
which, after all, is thus pronounced by the majority.
(D. Sayers, Murder Must Advertise, 1933.)

amazingly, Very: coll.; from ca.1790. Maria
Edgeworth, * She speaks English amazingly well for
a Frenchwoman.” O.E.D.

ambassador. A sailors’ trick upon new hands:
mid-C. 18-19. Grose, 1st ed. In a King-Neptune
form, King Arthur—2. Sce :

ambassador of commerce. A commercial
traveller: coll.: late C. 19-20; ob. Baumann.
In C. 20, often ambassador.

Ambassador of Morocco. A shoemaker: ca.
1810-30. Lex. Bal. Punning morocco (leather).

amber, shoot the. See shoot the amber.

ambi, ambitious. * Zealous, with a view to per-
sonal advantage ; also foolishly zealous, asking for
more work, etc., etc.’, John Masefield, in the Con-
way, 1933. Conway Training Ships., from ca. 1880.

ambi(or o)dexter. A- double - dealing witness,
lawyer or juror: C.16-19; coll.; S.E. after 1800.
—2. Any double-dealer : from ca. 15560, coll. ; by
1880 S.E.

ambish. Ambition: from ca. 1925. E.g. Gar-
nett Radcliffe in The Passing Show, Jan. 27, 1934.

ambrol. A naval corruption of admiral: late
C.17-18. B.E.

ambs-ace, ames ace. Bad luck: M.E.-C. 19.
—2. Next to nothing : C. 17-18. Lit. the double
ace; and soon coll.—3. Within ambs-ace, almust:
late C. 17—early 19, coll. in C. 18-19.

‘ The service used in Winchester

School [sic] upon Founder's Commemorations, and
certain other occasions, in which the responses and
Amens are accompanied on the organ’, E.D.D., 1896.

amen-curler. A parish clerk: late C. 18-19.
Grose, 1st ed. A C. 18 variant: amen-clerk. A
mid-C. 19-20 variant, amen-bawler (Mayhew, 1851).
Cf. amen-snorter and amen-wallah.



AMEN-SNORTER

amen-gnorter. A parson. Rare in England,
frequent in Australia (ca. 1880-1900)

‘amen ’ to everything, say ‘ yes > and. To agree
to everything : coll.: late C. 18-mid-19. Grose,
3rd ed. Cf. amener, q.v.

amen wallah. A chaplain’s clerk : C.19-20. In
G.W. occ. the chaplain himself. Cf.amen-curler,q.v.

amener. An assiduous assenter : C. 19-20; ob.
(Amen, the concluding word.)

{amercy for God have mercy was orig. coll. and is
still far from ° litcrary ’.]

American shoulders. A coat cut square to give
the appearance of broadness. From ca. 1870; at
first, tailors’ j., but s. by 1890.

*American tweezers. A burglar’s instrument for
opening doors : from ca. 1870 ; orig.c. H., 5th ed.

Americans. American stocks and shares : Stock
Exchange coll. (mid-1880’s) >, by 1910, j. (O.E.D.)

amidships. On the solar plexus ; in or on the
belly. Nautical: C.18-20.

b, Aminadab. A Quaker: C. 18-early
19; densxve Ned Ward, 1709 ; Grose.
ammedown. Hand me down (v.), or hand-me-
down (adj.): poorest London low coll. (— 1909).
Ware.

ammo. Ammunition (n. and adj.): military:
C. 20.—2. Hence, ammos, ammunition boots, the
ordinary Army boots : from 1915. F. & Gibbons.

ammunition. Toilet paper: C. 19-20; ob.
Cf. bum-fodder, q.v.

ammunition leg. A wooden leg: military: C.19
(Ammunition = munition.)

ammunition wife. (Gen. pl.) A harlot: nau-
tical : ca. 1820-70. Egan’s Grose; Bowen. Cf.
gunpowder and hot stuff.

among(st) other things or among(st) others is gen.
illogical for ‘along with, or in addition to, other
things ’. This catachresis, however, seems to have
been consecrated by long usage.

amorosa. A wanton: ca. 1630-1720 : Society,
mainly. It. word, never acclimatised.

- amoroso. A (male) lover: ca. 1615-1770;
chiefly Society. An It. word never properly
anglicised.

amost, a’most. Almost :
Baumann.

amourette. A trifling love affair or, esp., amour :
ca. 1860-1914 : Society coll. Directly ex Fr.; cf.
C. 17 8.E. amorets, dalliance.

amours, in. Inlove : gen. followed by with (some
person) : ca. 17251800 : Society s. > coll. > S.E.

amp. An amputation: medical students’
(— 1933). Slang, p. 190.

ampersand. The posterior(s). ‘& ’used to come
at the end of nursery-book alphabets: hence the
hinder parts. Ca. 1885-1914. The lit. sense is
aboutacentury old. Exand per se—and, i.e. ‘& by
iteelf = and

amputate one’s mahogany or timber. To °cut
one’s stick ’, to depart, esp. depart qmckly from
the 18560’s; ob. ‘Ducange Anglicus’, 1867.
There is a nch synonymy for rapid departure ; see
F. & H., also my Slang.

‘amm in late C. 17-18 o., is to throw dust,
pepper, snuﬁ' etc., in the eyes of the person to be

; an amuaef is one who does this. B.E.
a.my. ‘A friendly alien serving in a man-of-
war’: naval: ca. 1800-60. Bowen notes that in
the old days there were many foreigners serving in
the British Navy. ? a mutilated blend of enemy

man or simply an adoption of Fr. ami, a friend.

London sol. (— 1887).

AND NO ERROR

an’. A sol. pronunciation of and ; it is also dial.
C. 15-20.—2. See a, 4.

anabaptist. A pickpocket that, caught in the act,
is ducked in pond or at pump : late C. 18-early 19.
Grose, 1st ed.

anagogical, applxed to persons, is catachrestio:
from ca. 1840. O.E

anan. ‘ What do you say, Sir ?’ in reply to an
order or remark not understood: naval: C. 18,
Bowen. Perhaps anon corrupted.

anatomical. Bawdy: sexual: artists’: from
ca. 1920. E.g. ¢ anatomical stories, jokes, humour,
wit .

anabomy An extremely emaciated—or skinny—
person: late C.16-20. (Low) coll. Cf. atomy,q,v.

ancestral home. Merely home: jocular coll.:
C. 20 : university and Society.

anchor, swallow the. To settle down—above all,
to loaf—on shore, esp. if one is still active : nau-
tical : late C. 19-20. Ware.—2. To surrender or
yield: c.:
1933.

anchor, bring one’s a*se to an. To sit down:
nautical : late C. 18-mid 19. Grose, 2nd ed. Cf.:

anchor (oneself), come to an anchor. To halt;
sit down, rest; sojourn. Coll, C. 18-20.—2.
Hence anchor, an abode or a place of residence :
C. 19-20 coll. At first nautical, both v. and n.
soon > gen.

anchor to the windward of the law, let go an. To
keep within the letter of the law : nautical: late
C. 18-mid 19. Grose, 3rd ed.

anchors. Brakes: busmen’s:
The Daily Herald, Aug. 5, 1936.

ancient mariner. A sea-gull: nautical: C. 19-
20. Sea-gulls are ‘supposed to possess the souls of
dead sailormen’, Bowen. Cf Coleridge’s Ancient
Mariner.

ancient mariners. At Oxford, an occasionally-
rowing group or crew of dons; at Cambridge, any
graduates that, still associated with the university,
continue to row. From ca. 1880; ob. Ware
quotes The Daily News of Nov. 7, 1884.

-and. In coll. namesofdrinks, of which cider-and,
1742, is the earliest.

—and —. Between adjj., and either is intensive,
as in hot and hot (very hot), in the 1 pure and —,
and in rare and some other adj. (very —); or it
gives a familiar tang, as in nice and hot (nicely hot,
hence pleasantly hot): both usages are coll.,, the
former of C. 19-20, the latter of C. 18-20.—2. The
familiar note occurs also in adv. phrases, as (I hit
him) good and hard: coll.: mid-C*18-20.—3. Of
its coll. presence between two vv., there are two

from ca. 1919. George Ingram, Stir,

from ca. 1929.

examples : try and (e.g. do something); go and (do
something) : see these two phrases.

andall. Aswell : lower-class coll. tag implying a
grumble : from ca. 1860. Cf. S.E. usage.

and all that. And all the rest of it: S.E. in
ordinary usage : since 1929, however, it has had a
coll. connotation owing, in part, to such book-titles
as Good-Bye to All That, 1066 and AUl That.

(and) don’t you !orgot it! A cp. orig. US.
(— 1888) adopted in England ca. 1890. An almost
pointless intensive.

and he didn’t! A tailors’ o.p. implying a dis-
creditable action : ca. 1870-1920.

and how! ‘Rather!’: an American o.p.
anglicised by 1933. The Western People (Balling),
Nov. 11, 1933.

and no error or mistake | See mistake, and no.



AND NO MOGUE !

and no mogue ! A tailors’ implication of slight
incredulity = ¢ that's true ?’ From ca. 1880.
Mogue is an etymological puzzle, as are so many s,
terms.

and no whistle. Another tailors’ implication:
that the speaker is actually, though ostensibly not,
speaking of himself, Ca. 1860-1900.

and so forth and so fifth. See fitth.

and 80 he died; and then she died. These
Restoration-drama tags verge on c.pp.: See
Dryden, ed. Summers, I, 419.

and so she prayed me o tellye. An almost mean-
ingless c.p. (with slight variations) rounding off a
sentence : ca. 1670-90. E.g.in Duffett’s burlesque,
¢« The Mock-Tempest,’ 1675.

and the rest | A sarcastic retort or comment :
from ca. 1860. The implication is that something
has been omitted.

and things. See things, and.

and welcome ! And you're welcome to it; I'm
glad (to let you have it, etc.) : coll., non-aristocratic :
late C. 19-20. Manchon.

and which. Sce which.

Andrew. A gentleman’s servant : coll. > S.E.:
1698, Congreve ; 1 by 1800. Because a very com-
mon name.—2. In full, Andrew Millar. A ship,
esp. of war : rhyming s. (— 1864) ; ob.—3. Hence,
a revenue cutter; Australian smugglers’: ca.
1870-1900. But this, like sense 2, may abbr.
Andrew Miller's (or -ar’s) lugger, ‘ a king’s ship and
vessel >, 1813 (sea cant), a phrase t by 1880.—4.
Abbr. Andrew Mallar, 2 ; always the Andrew.

Andrew Mack. H.M.S. Andromache: naval:
C.20. Bowen.

Andrew Makins, (stop your). (Stop your) goings-
on or fooling: Anglo-Irish: C. 20. Is there an
allusion to merry Andrews?: cf. the Essex and
Sussex Andrew, a clown.

Andrew Millar. See Andrew, 2.—2. The Royal
Navy: hence, any Government department :
naval : mid-C. 19-20; ob. Bowen.

Andy Cain. Rain: rhyming s.: late C. 19-20.
P. P., Rhyming Slang, 1932.

Angel. A harlot plying near the Angel at
Islington: low Cockney (— 1909). Ware. Cf.
Sluker.

*angel. A sandwich-man; C. 20 c. Ex wings,
the boards. Jennings, Tramping with Tramps,
1932.—2. In C. 20 theatrical s., angel is any out-
sider that finances the production of a play.—3.
(Gen. pl.) A wireless rating in the Royal Navy :
naval: from ca. 1923. Ex wings on badge.
(Bowen.)}—4. The ‘ boy who fetches Reeve’s meat at
breakfast ’ : Bootham School : C.20. Anon., Dict.
of Bootham Slang, 1925.

angel, flying angel. A ride astride a person’s
shoulder (James Greenwood, 1880) : ca. 1860-1900.

angelaltogether. A confirmeddrunkard. Mainly
West Indian : ca. 1876-1914.

angel face. A boyish(-looking) probationary
flight-officer : Air Force: 1915; ob. F. & Gibbons.

angel-maker. A baby-farmer: proletarian :
1889 ; ob. Ware, ‘ Because so many of the farmed
babies die’. Probably ex the Fr. faiseuse des anges.

angelic, Angelica. An unmarried girl. The
former ca. 1810-50, the latter ca. 1850-1900.
Moncrieff in Tom and Jerry, 1821, speaks of ‘ the
" angelics at Almack’s’.

angel’s food. Strong ale: ca. 1575-1620.
Harrison’s England, 11, viii.

angel’s foot-stool. A sail carried over the moon-

ANKLE-SPRING

sail by American clippers: nautical coll: mid-

C.19-20; ob. Bowen.
angel’s gear. Women’s clothes :

mid-C. 19-20 ; ob. Baumann.

Angels ot Christ. The Army Ordnance Corpe:
military : G.W. (B. & P.)

angel’s 0il. Money employed in bribery. Vari-
ant, oil of angels. C.17. Punning angel, the small
gold coin struck in 1465.

angel’s suit. Coat and waistcoat made in one,
with trousers buttoned thereto. Tailors’, ca.1870—
1885. ° Neither garment nor name was extensively
adopted,! F. & H.

angel’s whisper. See whisper, angel’s.

*angler. A pilferer that, with a hooked stick,
steals from open windows and doors: mid-C. 16—
carly 19. Harman, B.E., Grose. Cf. area sneak,
hooker, starrer.—2. A hook: c. of ca. 1580-1620.
Greene.

Anglican inch. ‘ The short square whisker . . .
so much affected by the Broad Church party’:
ritualistic clergy’s: 1870; very ob. Ware.

* ing cove. A recceiver of stolen goods:
C.19c. InC. 18—early 19 c.,angling for farthings is
begging, with cap and string, from a prison window.
Grose.

Anglos. The shares of the Anglo-American
United, with which ‘ the dogs’ (q.v.) were amalga-
mated : from ca. 1890 ; Stock Exchange. A, J.
Wilson, Stock Exchange Glossary, 1895, defines it,
however, as ‘ Anglo-American Telegraph Company
[shares] .

angry boy. A blood: late C. 16-17.
Beaumont & Fletcher.

Angry Cat, the. The French battleship Henri IV
at the Dardanelles in : 1915: naval. Bowen.

Anguagela. Language: central s. (— 1909);
ob., as all central 8. is. Ware.

party. A gathering or social group odd in
number : coll., from ca. 1870 ; ob.

Animal. The Elephant and Castle Station:
London Railway passengers’: ca. 1860-1910.
Ware.—2. The Antmal. °A disguised, or flippant,
reference amongst boon companions to the tavern,
used in common when the sign is zoological . . .
but more esp. referring to the Elephant and Castle

. .; until (1882) this place was exceptionally
dubbed ““ Jumbo ’,” Ware.

animal, go the whole. A U.S. phrase adapted by
Dickens as go the exireme animal, by Sala as . . .
entire . . . A C. 19 variant on the U.S. go the
whole hog.

animal, mere. ‘A very silly fellow’, B.E. : late
C. 17-18 coll. Wycherley.

animal spirits. Liveliness of character, (gen. con-
siderable) vivacity of manner and action, a healthy
animalism : coll. ; from ca. 1810. Jane Austen.

ankle, have sprained one’s. To have been
seduced (cf. Fr. avotr mal aux genouz) : late C. 18-
20; ob. Grose, 1st ed.

ankle-biters. Trousers hussar-fashion :
classes’ (— 1923). Manchon. ?

ankle-bone. A crawfish: nautical : late C. 19—
20; ob. Bowen. s

ankle-beater. A boy specialising (ca. 1820-80) in
driving, to the slaughter-yard, the animals pur-
chased by the butcher. To avoid the damaging of
flesh, only the beasts’ ankles were touched.
known as a penny-boy.

* ing warehouse. The stocks: Anglo-
Irish c.: oa. 1780-1830.

nautical :

Greene ;

lower



ANNIE LAURIE

Annie Laurie. A lorry: rhyming s. (of an un-
usual kind) : military : G.W. (B. & P.)

AnnaMaria. A fire: rhymings.: 1892, ¢ Pomes ’
Marshall, Sporting Times, Oot. 29.

annas of dark blood, have at least two. To be of
mixed parentage: Anglo-Indian coll. (— 1886).
Yule & Burnell. Cf. coffee-colour, q.v.

Anne’s fan, properly Queen Anne’s fan. Thumb
to nose and fingers outspread; intensified by
twiddled fingers or by addition of other hand
gimilarly outspread : late C. 18-19. Now cock a
snook at a person.

Annie. See Asiatic Annie.

Annie’s Bar. ‘A place of comfort and refresh-
ment leading off the Members’ Lobby’ (in the
House of Commons): Parliamentary coll. : C. 20.
Time and Tide, June 1, 1936.

Annie’s room (up) in. A military c.p. reply to a
query concerning someone’s whereabouts : military,
slightly pre-G.W. The original implication being
that he was ‘a bit of a lad’. Cf. hanging on the
barbed wire.

annihilate. To direct a withering glance at;
reprimand severely : coll.; C. 20,

anno domini. Late middle, or old, age (1885);
old (‘ extremely old ’ is B.C.); the passage of the
years (however young one is after early adulthood) :
from ca. 1910. Coll. Ware, 1909, ‘ *“ He must be
very anno domini, mustn’t he ?” “A.D.? my
dear fellow, say B.C.””’; B.C. is virtually 1. Cf.
anno domini ship, an old-fashioned whaler : whal-
ing : from ca. 1880 ; ob.

annual. A holiday taken once a year: coll.
(—1903). F. & H,, revised.

anodyne necklace. A halter: mid-C. 18—early
19. Goldsmith, 1766 ; Grose, 2nd ed. (In C. 17
simply necklace). One of numerous synonyms.
In C. 18 also a supposedly medicinal amulet.

anoint. To beat well, to thrash : C. 17-20; ob.
Adumbrated in M.E.

anoint a (or the) palm. To bribe : C.16-18. Cf.
grease the palm.

anointed. Depraved, worthless, pejoratively
ulter: late C. 18-19; ? mainly Anglo-Irish. H.,
3rd ed. Prob. ex anoint, q.v.

. A demi-mondaine, esp. if a high-
flyer. Ca. 1860-79, then less common ; rare in
C. 20. Sala, 1864, ‘Bah! There are so many
anonymas nowadays.’

another, you’re. See you’re another.

another acrobat. Another drink:
tumbler. Ca. 1870-1900.

another guess ; another guess sort of man. (A)
‘fly’ (man): C.19. Perhaps ex another gates, but
prob. direct from U.S.

another point(, steward)! Make that drink
stronger ! : nautical : from ca. 1860. The Glasgow
Herald, Nov. 9, 1864. Cf. the north drinking-
terms.

anser. See goose.—answer is a lemon. See
lemon, the answer is a.

a'n’t. Am not: coll.; C.19-20.—2. Sol., when
not dial., for ‘is not’, ¢ are not’, or, a8 occ., ‘ has
not’: C.18-20.  Cf. ain’t.

antagonigse, v.i. To compete; strive to win:
sporting coll. (— 1887); t by 1920. Baumann.

ante up. To hand over, surrender (a thing):
military : from not later than 1916. F. & Gibbons.
Ex U.S. poker j.

*antem. Prob. a misprint for autem, q.v.

Ant(h)ony, cuft or knock. To knock one’s knees

punning

ANYONE

together in walking : late C. 18-19. Grose, 1st ed.
Variant, cuff Jonas.—2. Ant(h)ony Cuffin, a knock-
kneed man: C. 19.

Anthony ; 8t. Anthony’s pig; antony pig. The
smallest pig in a litter : late C.16-20; ob. Coll. by
1750. St. Anthony the hermit was the patron of
swineherds. Apperson.

i, Erroneous for ante (before): mod. Eng-
lish.—2. A person opposed to a given opinion or
party ; one by nature a rebel, an objector: coll.
(1889) >, by 1920, S.E. Ex the adj. (O.E.D.)

anti-guggler. ‘A straw or tube . . . for sucking
liquor out of casks or bottles’: nautical coll.:
C.20. Bowen.

Anti-Hope, the. The clipper Antiope, ‘a very
unlucky ship’: nautical: late C. 19-early 20.

anti-tempus. Anti-tetanus ; anti-tetanusserum:
military sol. : from 1916. (Van Wely.)

antics. Tactical exercises : naval coll.: C. 20.
Bowen. Also steam antics.

antidote. ‘A very homely woman’, B.E.:
jocular : late C. 17-mid 18. Against lust.
antimony. Type: printers’ (— 1890). F. & H.,

¢ Antimony is-a constituent part ’ of the metal.

antipodean. With everything topsy-turvy : from
ca. 1850. Orig. jocularly pedantic S.E., then
jocularly coll.

Antipodes, the or her. The female pudend : late
C. 19-20.

antiquarianise. To play at being an antiquary :
C.20; coll.

antiquated rogue. An ex-thief; an out-of-date
thief: ca. 1660-1730. At the angle formed by
glrlge linguistic regions: c., j., and S.E. Only in

Antonio. A Portuguese soldier :
G.W. Also Tony. (B.& P.)

Antony. See Anthony.

anty. Sugar: military: C. 20. F. & Gibbons.
Possibly ex the sweetness of gifts from Anty or
Auntie.

any. At all: 8. (and dial.): late C. 19-20.
Kipling, 1890, ‘ You don’t want bein’ made more
drunk any ’ (E.D.D.).

any, I’m not taking (— 1903) or having (from ca.
1895). Notforme!; ‘notforJoe!’: c.p. Hence
in ordinary constructions. The earlier form occurs
in J. Milne, Epistles of Atkins, 1902.

Any Bloody (occ. Blooming) How, the. H.M.S.
Howe, ¢ which alway steered like a dray ’: naval:
C.20. Bowen. Ex:

any how, anyhow. Indifferently ; badly: coll.
(— 1859).

any of these men here ? A military c.p. (from ca.
1910) by a wag that, imitating a sergeant-major at a
kit-inspection, continues, ‘ Knife, fork,spoon ... ?’
B. & P., ‘Sometimes the reply would be given :
“ Yes, he is,”” ’ whereupon the wag or a third party
would ask, ‘ Who is?’ to which the retort was
¢ A*se-holes.’

any old (e.g. thing). Any ... whatsoever:
U.S. (ca. 1910) anglicised ca. 1914. W. J. Locke,
1918, ‘ Mate, Bill, Joe—any old name.” O.E.D.

anyhows. Anyhow : sol., esp. London (— 1887).
Baumann.

anyone is incorrect for either any one (of . . .) or
any (pronoun) : C.20. E.g. E. Phillips Oppenheim,
The Bank Manager, 1934, ‘ Mr. Huitt . . . did not
. . . summon anyone of the clients who were wait-
ing to see him ?°’

military :



ANY MORE

any more for any more P Does anyone desire a
second helping ?: military mess-orderlies’ c.p.:
1915 ; ob.

any racket. A penny faggot :
1855—-1910 H., 1st ed.

any road. Seeroad any.

anything, as or like, Very; much. The as
form, C. 16-20; ob.; the like, C. 19-20. Coll.

anything ! 5o help me. God help me ! : euphem-
stic coll., non-aristocratic (— 1923). Manchon.
anythmg else but. See nothing but.

. A person of no fixed or decided
views: from ca. 1707, when coined by Swft;
whence anythingarianiam, defined by Kingsley in
1861 as ‘modern Neo-Platonism’. Coll., soon
S.E.; ob.

rhyming s., ca.

. Anything: sol., as are nothink,
somethink. C.16-20.
anyways. In any case: dial. and sol.: 1865,
Dickens (0.E.D.) Ex anyway.
anywhere down there! A tailors’ c.p. when
something is dropped on the floor : ca. 1860-1910.
anywheres. Anywhere: sol.: late C. 19-20.
Cf. anyways, q.v., and somewheres.

. A member of the Australian and New
Zealand Army Corps on Gallipoli: military coll.
(April 26, 1916—the day after the landing) >, by
1919, S.E.—2. Loosely, any Australian or New
Zealand soldier serving in the G.W.: coll.: from
late 1918.

Anzac poker. See kangaroo poker.

Anzac shandy. Beer and champagne: New
Zealand soldiers’ : 1915-18.

Anzacwafer. A large (hard) Army biscuit : New
Zealand soldiers’ : 1915-18.

apartments to let. (With Aave) brainless ; silly :
from early 1860’s. H., 3rd ed.; ob.—2. In C. 18,
descriptive of a widow.

ape, if applicd pejoratively to a person, tends in
C. 20 to rank as a low coll. . baboon.

ape, make anyone his. To befool : C. 17-19 coll.
Variant, put an ape mto one’s hood or cap.

’apenny bumper. ‘A two-farthing omnibus
ride ’ : London streets’ : ca. 1870-1900. Ware.

’apenny-lot day. ‘A bad time for business’:
costers’ (— 1909); ob. Ware. Because on such a
day, the sales total #d.

apesin hell,lead. To be an old maid : C.16-20;
ob. ‘Euphues’ Lyly was one of the first to record
the phrase ; Gascoigne was app. the first. Apper-
son.—Whence, ape-leader, an old maid : mid-C. 17—
early 19. Brome: Grose. (0.E.D.)

ape’s paternoster, say an. To chatter with cold.
Recorded by Cotgrave in 1611. For the quaint
proverbs and proverbial sayings connected with the
ape, see esp. G. L. Apperson’s English Proverbs,
1929.

apes. First mortgage bonds of the Atlantic and
North-Western Railway: Stock Exchange, ca.
1870-1914.

apiary and aviary are occ. confused : late C. 17-20.

apiece. For each person: coll.; C. 19-20.
(S.E. when applied to things.)

apoplectic. Choleric ; violent-tempered. C.20;

coll.

apostles. ‘ The knight-heads, bollards and bitts
of a sailing-ship’: nautical: mid-C.19-20; ob.
Bowen. Why ?

apostles, manceuvre the. To rob Peter to pay
Paul : mid-C. 18-20; ob. Grose, 2nd ed.
Apostles, the (Twelve). The last twelve on the
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degree list : Cambridge University : late C. 18-19.
Ex post alios, after t%e others, is H.’s suggestion.
Variant, the chosen twelve.

Apostle’s Grove, the. St. John’s Wood district,
London: 1864. H., 3rd ed. Variant, the Grove of
the Evangelist: H., 5th ed., 1874. Ex the numer-
%ubs demi-mondaines living there ca. 1860-1910.

apostle’s pinch. A pinch of a very indelicate
nature : low: C.20.

apothecaries’ Latin. Law Latin, dog Latin : late
C. 18-early 19 coll. Grose, 1st ed.

apothecary, talk like an. To talk nonsense:
mid-C. 18-early 19: coll. Grose, 1st ed.

apothecary’s bill. A long bill: mid-C. 18-early
19. Grose, 1st ed.
appalling. Objectionable ; ugly; noticeable,

marked : coll. (Society and middle class); C. 20.
appallingly. Very: C.20; coll.

Appii, the. The Three Tuns, a noted Durham
inn: Durham University (— 1903). F. & H.,
revised. By a misreading of Acts xxviii. 15,

apple and pears. An early form of apples and
pears, q.v. ‘ Ducange Anglicus’, 1857.

apple-cart. The human body. Grose, 2nd ed.,
1788, has ‘down with his apple-cart; knock or
throw him down’: cf. H., 1st ed., 1859, ‘ * down
with his applecart,” i.e. upset him. North{ern].’
In upset the apple-cart there scems to be a merging
of two senses : body and, in dialect, plan ; originat-
ing app. ca. 1800, this phrase > coll. ca. 1850. In
1931, thanks largely to G. B. Shaw’s play, The
Apple Cart, it was admitted into S.E. though not
into literary English. For fuller information, see
F. & H,, 0.E.D., W,, and Apperson.

a.pple-cart, npset the old woman’s ; upset the
apple-cart and spill the gooseberries (or peaches).
Variants, dating from ca. 1880, of upset the apple-
cart : see preceding entry. F. & H.

apple-dumpling shop. A woman's bosom : late
C.18-19. Grose, 2nd ed. Cf.:

apple-monger, apple-squire ; apron-sqmre
harlot’s bully. Coll., respectively C. 18, C. 16—
early 19, late C. 16-19. Perhaps ex apple, a
woman's breast. Cf. preceding entry.

apple-pie bed. A bed short-sheeted : late C. 18—
20 ; coll. by 1830; S.E. by 1880. Grose, 2nd ed.,
defines it as ‘ A bed made apple-pye fashion, like
what is termed a turnover apple-pye ’.

Apple-Pie Day. That day on which, at Win-
chester College, six-and-six was, C. 19, played.
On this day, the Thursday after the first Tuesday in
December, apple-pies were served on ‘ gomers’, in
College, for dinner. F. & H.

apple-pie order. Perfect order, impeccable pre-
cision (Scott, 1813) : coll. >, by 1900, S.E.

apple-squire. A male bawd : orig. (— 1591), c.
Greene. See also apple-monger.

Appleby ?, who has any lands in. A c.p. ad-
dressed to ¢ The Man at whose Door the Glass stands
Long’ (B.E. at landlord): late C. 17-mid 18,
(Cf. parson Mallum and parson Palmer.) Perhaps
orig. of cider.

apples. Testicles: low: C.19-20. Cf. nutmegas,
—2. See apples and pears.

apples and pears. Stairs (— 1859). *Ducange
Anglicus,’ 1st ed., and H., 1st ed., have apple and
pears. Ware records, for 1882, the abbr. apples,
which has never > gen.

apples swim, how we ! What a good time we
have! C.17-20; ob. Clarke, 1639 Ray, 1678;



APPRO, ON

FitzGerald, 1852. (Apperson.) Another unsolved
etymological conundrum.

appro, on. Coll.: abbr. on approbation or
approval (things), from ca. 1870 (H., 6th ed.);
on approbation (persons) : from ca. 1900.

apree la gare ; appray la guerre. Sometime, or
never : military c.p.: 1916-18. Ex Fr. aprés la
guerre, after the war,

April gentleman. A man newly married : coll. ;
C.16-17. Greene. Ex the popularity of marriages
in April.

apron and gaiters. A bishop; a dean: coll.
(— 1913). Arthur H. Dawson’s Dict. of Slang.

apron-rogue. A labourer, an artisan : C. 17 coll.
(In C. 17 S.E., apron-man.)

apron-squire. See apple-monger.

apron-string hold or tenure. An estate held only
during a wife’s life : late C. 17-19 coll. Ray, 1678,
‘To hold by tho apron-strings, i.e. 1n right of his
wife ’ (Apperson).

apron-strings, tied to (or always at) the (or a
woman’s). Dangling after a woman, C. 18 ; under
petticoat government, C. 18-20.

apron-up. Pregnant: lower and lower-middle
class coll. : C.19-20; ob. Because modest women
tend, in pregnancy, to use their aprons as ‘ disguise ’.

apron- i Porter : proletarian (— 1903) ;
ob. F.& H.,revised. Ex brewers’ porters’ aprons.

aproneer. A shopkeeper: ca. 1650-1720; coll.
During the Civil War, a Roundhead. On the other
hand, aproner (ca. 160040) = a barman, a waiter.

’appy dosser. See dosser.

aqua pompaginis (or pump-). Apothecaries’
Latin for water from the well: C. 18-early 19.
Harrison Ainsworth, drawing heavily on Egan’s
Grose, uses the term several times.

aquarius. ‘ Controller of evening bath ‘““set” ’:
Bootham School s. (late C. 19-20) verging on j.
Anon., Dict. of Bootham Slang, 1925.

aquatics. A game of cricket played by the oars-
men; the playing-field used by them: Eton;
mid C. 19-20.

ar! Ah!: low coll.: C.
Le. ah with ‘r’ rasped.

Arab, city Arab, street Arab. A young vagrant ;
a poor boy playing much in the streets. Coll >,
by 1910, S.E. : respectively — 1872, 1848, ca. 1855.

Arabs ; Arab merchants. ‘The Indian mer-
chants and shopkeepers 1n Natal are locally, but
erroneously known by these designations. They
are chiefly Mohammedans and are also known as
‘* Bombay merchants”,” Pettman: from -early
1890’s.

arbor vitee. Lit., the tree of life, i.e. the penis:
late C. 18-20; ob. Grose, 3rd ed. Pedantic.

‘Arbour |, our. A Melbourne c.p. at Sydney’s
expense : C. 20. Sydneyites being apt to boast
about their very beautiful harbour ; in retaliation
they gibe at Melbourne’s rather smelly river, the
Yarra : see Yarra.

Arbroath ! A Scottish sporting c.p. (from
Sept: 6, 1885) to anyone boasting. Because on
Sept. 5, 1885, Dundee Harp defeated Aberdeen
Rovers by 35-0 and sent a telegram to their great
rivals Arbroath, ‘ You can’t beat this’, to which
Arbroath, having the same day defeated Bon Ac-
cord, in a Scottish Cup Tie, by 36-0, replied,
‘Can’t we?’ Athletic News Football Annual,
1935-6.

*arch-cove or rogue. As c., the leader of a gang
of thieves : from ca. 1600 to 1800. The latter ass.,

19-20. Manchon.

ARGAL

a confirmed rogue, from ca. 1650; playfully,
C. 18-19. In o., arch = principal; confirmed ;
extremely adept. Arch-doll or dozy, however, is the
wife of an arch-cove : Grose, 2nd ed.

archdeacon. Merton ale, stronger brew : Oxford
University, C. 19-20; ob.—2. The Archdeacon,
H.M.S. Venerable: mnaval: C. 20; Bowen. Ex
that dignitary’s * style .

archduke. A comical or an eccentric man : late
C. 17-18. Grose, 3rd ed. Perhaps suggested by
the Duke in Measure for Measure.

Archer up ! (He, etc., is) safe; or, bound to
win: London oc.p.: 1881-6. Ex the famous
jockey, Fred Archer, who (d. 1886) sprang into fame
n 1881. .

archideclyne ;  archiemander. Incorrect for
(gchitricline (C. 15), archimandrite (late C. 16-20).

.E.D.

Archibald. The air-bump over the corner of the
Brooklands aerodrome next to the sewage-farm :
aviation: ca. 1910-14. Ex youth’s fondness for
bestowing proper names on inanimate objects. W
Whence perhaps Archie, v.

Archibald, certainlynot ! No!: c.p. of ca. 1913-
20. Ex a music-hall song having this refrain.
(F. & Gibbons.)

Archie. An anti-aircraft gun: occ., such a
gunner : military : from 1916. DPerhaps ex Archi-
bald, but cf. :

Archie ; gen. archie, v.t., gen. in passive. To
shell (an aviator and his ’plane when they are) in
the air : military aviation: from 1915. Prob. ex
Archibald, q.v. W.

archiemander. See archideclyne.

*ard. Hot, both of objects and of persons or
passions : C. 17-early 19 ¢. Ex Fr. ardent.

ardelio(n). A busybody: C. 17; coll. Never
properly acchimatised. Florio; Burton. Ex L.
ardelio ex ardere, to be zealous.

ardent. Spirituous liquor: Society :
1 by 1920. Ware. Abbr. ardent spirits.

are we down-hearted ? A military c.p. of the
G.W. (for variant and elaboration, see B. & P.,
p. 194); orig (ca. 1906) political but soon gen.

area-sneak. A sncak haunting areas in order to
thieve (Vaux, 1812 ; Dickens, 1838). Coll.; S.E.
by 1880 at latest. For a lengthy list of English and
Continental synonyms for a thief see F. & H.

aren’t ; arnt. Resp. coll. and sol. for are not:
C. 18-20.—2. Sol. for am not, is not.—3. Have not :
sol. : C.19-20. I.e., ’an’t == han’t = haven’t.

areoplane. An aeroplane: sol.: from ca. 1912.
By -ero- > -reo. Cf. atroplane and airyplane.

arer. A Cockney term of ca. 1900-15, as in
Ware’s quotation, ‘ We are, and what’s more, we
can’t be any arer’, i.e. more so.

‘arf. 'Alf, i.e. half: Cockney sol.: C. 19-20.
Esp. 1n ’arf a mo (or tick) : late C. 19-20. Ware.

‘arf-and-’arf. Ale and porter mixed equally:
Cockney ; from ca. 1830. Cf:

arfarfanarf. Drunk: Cockney (— 1909); ob.
Ware. Lit., half, half, and half; applied orig. to
one who has had many an arf-and-arf, q.v.

arg. Toargue: low(— 1903). F.& H.,revised.

argal ; argol-bargol. In Shakespeare, argal =
therefore : obviously corrupted from ergo. Argol-
bargol, unsound reasoning, cavilling,—as v., to
bandy words,—is of the C. 19-20 (ob.) and seems to
be echoically rhyming after willy-nilly, hocus-pocus,
etc. Moreover, The Times, in 1863, used argal as
= quibble, and Galt, forty years earlier, employed

1870 ;



ARGOL

the adj. argol-bargolous, quarrelsome ; argy-bargy
(— 1887) is mostly Scottish. Note, however, that
argle, to dispute about, dates from ca. 1589,

argol. Incorrect for botanic archil or orchil:
mid-C. 18-20; ob. O.E.D.

*argot. * A term used a.mongst London thieves
for their secret . . . language’, H.: o. (— 1859);
t by 1920. The Fr. argot, pro?erly cant, loosely
slang.—2. For its misuse as = ‘slang’, sce intro-
ductory chapter of Slang: 1843, The Quarterly
Review, ‘ Some modern argot or vulgarism %

argue the leg off an iron pot. To be, on one
occasion or many, extremely argumentative :
coll. : from ca. 1880. Also argue a dog’s tail off :
coll. (— 1903). F. & H., revised.

argue the toss. ‘To dlspute loudly and long’:
low : from ca. 1910. B. & P.

argufy. To signify: mid-C. 18-20: low coll.
and dial. Smollett, 1751. Ex argue on speechify.—
2. Hence, to pester with argument: id.: 1771,
Smollett ; ob.—3. Hence, v.i., to argue, wrangle :
d. : 1800, Maria Edgeworth. The commonest sense.

argy-bargy. Sce argal.

arico vein. A varicose vein : C. 19-20 sol.; oh.
Ware. Influenced by haricot (beans).

Aristippus. Canary wine: C. 17:

‘rich Aristippus, sparkling sherry’.
hedonistic Greek philosopher.

aristo. An aristocrat : dated by the O.E.D. Sup.
at 1864, but perhaps rather from ca. 1790 and
perhaps mﬂuenced by Fr. s.

aristocrat. A ‘swell’, a ‘toff’: C.
coll., but at no time at all gen.

amtocrahc vein. (Gen.

Middleton,
Ex the

19-20;
pl.) A blue vein:

theatrical coll. (— 1909); ob. Ware. Cf. S.E.
blue blood.
Aristotle. A bottle: rhymings. : late C. 19-20;

ob. The Evening News, Aug. 19, 1931.

*ark. See arkman.—2. A barrack-room chest :
military coll. (— 1903); ob. A survival ex S.E.

ark, be (or have come) out of the. To be very
old or very stale: coll.: C. 20. Lyell, ‘ Good
Heavens ! This cheese must have come out of the
Ark !’

*ark and win(n)s. A souller; a row-boat; c.:
lato C. 18-mid 19. Grose, 1st ed. See arkman.

ark-floater. An aged actor: C.19. Ex Noak’s
ark + floats, the footlights.

*ark-pirate. A thicf ¢ working ’ navigable rivers :
nautical c. (— 1823); t by 1900. Egan's Grose.

*arkman. Thames waterman: C. 18-19; c.
or low. Ark, a boat, is not c. except perhaps ca.
1750-1850. Thence ark-ruff(tan), a fresh-water
thief: c.; C.18-mid 19. A New Canting Dict.,
1725.

arks. A sol. pronunciation (— 1874) of ask. H.,
5th ed. Cf. arst, ax.
Arleens. Orleans plums: Cockney coll. Re-
corded by Baumann, 1887.
arm, as long as one’s.
C .19-20.

arm, chance one’s. See chance your arm !

arm, make & long. To stretch one’s arm after
something : from ca. 1880 ; coll.

arm, under the. (Of a job) additional :
(— 1903) F. & H,
tramps’ c. (— 1936).

Arm-in

Very long: coll.; late

tailors’
revised. —2. No good:
Also under the crutch.

-Tears ; . Armentiéres : mili-
tary : from late 1914. Immortalised in that
lengtl:ly scabrous, humorous song, Mademoiselle

rminteers (for which, see esp. B. & P.).
D.U.E

*arm-pits, work under the. To avoid being
hanged, to commit only petty larcenies : ¢.: C. 19,
Vaux, 1812.

arm-props. Crutches: coll.:
1 by 1910. Moncrieff, 1821.

arm thelead. °To fill a small cavity with tallow
to bring up a sample of the bottom * when sounding
the depth : nautical: mid-C. 19-20: coll. >, by
1900, j. Bowen.

armadillo scout. An aeroplane introduced by
Armstrong-Whitworth in 1918: Air Force s.
verging on j.; T by 1925. F. & Gibbons.

from ca. 1820;

0. Incorrect for armada: C. 16-17.
Shakespeare, Comedy of Errors, III, ii.
Arminteers. See Arm-in-Tears.
armour, bein. To be pot-valiant : late C. 17-18.

B.E. Cf. Dutch courage and perhaps the C. 17 pro-
verbial armour 18 light at table (Apperson).

armour, fight in. To use a ‘ French letter’ : ca.
1780-1840. Grose, 1st ed. '

arms and legs, (all). Weak beer : without body.
C. 19-20.—2. Hence, weak tea : military: C. 20.
F. & Gibbons.

arm’s length, work at. To work at a disadvan-
tage ; clumsily: coll. > 8.E.; C.19-20; ob.

arms of Murphy, in the. Asleep: low (— 1903).
F. & H,, revised. I.e. Morpheus.

Army rocks. See almond rocks.

Army Safety Corps. See Ally Sloper’s Cavalry.

Army Service C*nts. The A.S.C.: infantrymen’s
pejorative : G.W.

arnt. Sce aren’t.

arra. Scc arrow.
An Anglo-Irish expletive of emotion,
excitement : coll. : late C. 17-20.

array. To thrash, flog; afflict;
foul : ironically or jocularly coll. :
Cf. dress down, dressing down.

arrect. Sol. for aret, to impute (C. 14-17):
C.15-16. (0.E.D.)

arrest. Either sol. or catachrestic for wrest : late
C. 16-20.

arri | An exclamation of astonishment or vexa-
tion: Midland Districts of South Africa: coll.:
from early 1880’s. Ex Hottentot aré, Pettman.

arrival. An enemy shell arriving—and bursting
—in the English lines : military coll.: from 1915.
B. & P. Cf. theirs.—2. Alanding of the completest
mediocrity : Royal Air Force's : from 1932.

arrow. Sol. for ever a, any: mid-C. 18-20;
slightly ob. Fielding; Smollett, 1771, ‘I now
carries my head higher than arrow private gentle-
woman of Vales.” Occ. arra: C. 19-20.

’Arry and ’Arriet. A typical costermonger and
his, or any, coster lass; hence, any low-bred and
lively (esp. if not old) man and woman. Popu-
larised by Milliken. From ca.1870; coll. Whence
’ Arryish, ¢ costermongerish ’, vulga.rly jovial : coll. ;
from ca. 1880. Also, ’Arry’a worrier, a concertina :
Cockney : 1885; ob. Ware.

ars mugica. The ‘ musical arse ’, i.e. the podet :
late C. 18-19. Grose, 1st ed. Punning the L. for
musioal art.

arge. Posterior; buttocks. Until ca. 1660, S.E. ;
then a vulg. Ca. 1700—1930 rarely pru:med in full
even B.E. (1690) on one occasion prints as ar—a
and Grose often omits the r, while Frederic Mn.nmng
(d. Feb., 1935) was in Jan., 1930, considered ex-

disfigure, be-
late C. 14-186.

tremely dmng to give its four letters in his magnifi-
cent War-novel, Her Privates We.
arse, v.t.

To kick (C. 19-20), to dismiss, esp.
c



ARSE, ANCHOR ONE’S
from a job (G.W.); s.—2. arseofl, v.i., to depart, late
C.19-20 s.

arse, anchor one’s. A C. 19-20 variant of anchor,
bring . . ., q.v.

arse !, ask my. I don’'t know!: low: mid-
C. 19-20. Manchon. See also ask mine . . .

arge, grease a fat sow in the, See grease . . .

arse, hang an or the. To hold or hang back; to
hesitate timorously : C. 17-20 coll. ; ob.

arse !, 80 ismy (f mine). A low c.p. of incredulity
or contempt : C.17-20. Jonson.—Also kiss + mine

or my arse ! : C.18-20. Swift.
arse,thxckeatpMo!huthlghunearesthu See
bhamdudgeon.

arse about, v.i. To fool about, waste time:
C. 20 s. In late C. 18-19, (v.i.) to turn round: a
vulgarism.

arse and sh*te through his ribs, he would lend
his. A c.p. applied to ‘anyone who lends his
money inconsiderately ’, Grose, 2nd ed. : ca. 1780-
1860.

arse-cooler. (Women’s dress, C. 19) a bustle.

arse-crawler or -creeper. A sycophant: low
coll. : late C. 19-20.

arse-foot. A penguin : (nautical) coll. (— 1598) ;
Florio, Goldsmith ; 1 by 1880. Because its feet are
placed so far back.

arse from one’s elbow, not to know one’s. To be
very ignorant : lower-classes’ : late C. 19-20.

arse-holes (to you) ! A low contemptuous inter-
jection: late C. 19-20. Ex arse-hole, a vulgarism
for the anus : C. 19-20.

arse if it wasloose, he would lose his. A c.p. ‘said
of a careless person’, Grose, 2nd ed.: ca. 1780-
1860 ; butin a more gen. form C.16. Nowadays we
say . ead .

arse off. See me,

arse off, tear one’s
(— 1923). Manchon.

arseon . . . See bandbox.

arse over turkey. Head over heels: low: late
C.19-20. In military s., esp. officers’, 1t >, 1n 1916,
ack over tock : which suggests an original arse over

top.

Arse-ups, the. The 4th Battalion of the N.Z.
Rifle Brigade : New Zealand military in G.W. Ex
the shape of the battalion shoulder-patch.

arse upwards. In good luck; luckily; coll.:
C. 17-20. Esp. rise with one’s . . . (Ray.)

arse-worm. ‘A little diminutive Fellow’,
B.E.: late C. 17-18.

-arsed. Having a — arse: C. 16-20; see arse,
n., for status. Heywood, 1562 (bare-arst); Cot-
grave. O.E.D.

arser. A fall on one’s behind : mostly hunting
and turf: C. 20 E.g. Evelyn Waugh, 4 Handful
of Dust, 1934, You just opened your bloody legs
and took an arser.’

arsmetry. A late C. 18-early 17 sol. (after
geometry) for t arsmelik, arsmetric or -ck, arithmetic.

To work furiously: low

(0.E.D.).

arst. Asked: a C. 18-20 sol. Cf. arks and az,
qq.v.

arsty ! Slowly’ slow down ! : Regular Army :
late C. 19-20. (B. & P.) Ex Hindustani ahisti.
Opp. jildy.

argy-' ,adv. Head over heels, esp. with fall,

C. 18-20; adj., preposterous, topsy-turvy, mid-
C. 17-19. Ex varsy, a rthyming addition, properly
versy, L. versus (turned), and coll.

arter. After: a C.17-20 s0l. Cf. arst.

AS WHY ?

arterial. Abbr. arterial road: 1931: ooll.—
soon, prob., to be S.E.

artesian, Beer made in Australia : Australian:
ca. 1880-1914.

artful dodger. A lodger: rhyming s. (— 1867).
‘Ducange Anglious.’—2. An expert thief: ca.
1864-1900, perhaps ex the character in Oliver Twist.

artful fox. A box: music-hall rhyming s.:
1882; t by 1916. Ware.

Arthur, King. See ambassador. Grose, 1st ed.

artic. Arctic: sol.: late C. 19-20.

artichoke. See hearty choke.

artichoke ripe. To smoke a pipe; rhyming s.:
ca. 1856-80. H., 1st ed.

article. A girl, a woman: ca. 1810-70. Lex.
Bal—2. Contemptuous of any person: from ca.
1856 ; coll. ‘Ducange Anglicus’, 1st ed. Ex ‘its
common use in trade for an item of commodity, asin
the phr{ase] ‘ What’s the next article ? *’ of the
mod. shopkeeper’, E.D.D.

article, the (very). The precise thing ; the thing
(or person) most needed. Coll. From ca. 1850.
Trollope.

article of virtue. Virgins: ca.
Punning virtue, (objets de) vertu.

articles. Breeches, trousers; C. 18-19. Grose,
2nd ed.—2. In c. of 1780-1830, a suit of clothes.

artillery, esp. the heavy. ‘Big wigs’; con-
vincing or very important reasons: coll.; from

late 1916 ; ob.
eryman. A drunkard: low (— 1903); t by
1919. F. & H,, rcwsed Ex noisiness.

artist. A person; ‘chap’, ‘fellow’: from ca.
1905. Cf. merchant, chap, customer—2. the Artists.
The Artists’ Rifles : military coll. : C. 20.

arty. Artistic; esp. spuriously or affectedly
artistic in practice, theory, or manners: coll.:
C.20. Cf.:

arty-and-crafty ; arty-crafty
notably useful or comfortable: coll.:
and ca. 1920. (O.E.D.)

-arv- for -ath-, as in farver (father) and rarver,
and for -arth, as in farver (farther), is typical of
Cockney.

Arvernus. A frequent error for Avernus, esp. in
C. 20. (Virgil, facilis descensus Averno.)

ary. Ever a (of which it is a corruption); any

. whatsoever : a C. 19-20 sol. Perhaps imm,
ex arrow, q.v.

as. Relative pronoun = that ; who, which. In
C. 18-20, sol.; previously, M.E. onwards, S.E.
(It survives alsoin dial.}—2. As conjunction = that.
(Variant as how.) See how, as

1850-1914.

Artistic but not
resp. 1902

— a8 —, Very —; e.g. drunk as drunk, very
drunk: coll.: mid-C. 19-20. Perhaps ex — as
can be.

. ag they make ’em. Utterly; very.
Esp with bad, drunk, fast, mad. From ca. 1880.
Coll.
as ever is. A (mostly lower classes’) coll. c.p.-
tag, emphasising the preceding statement : C. 20.
D. Sayers, Unnatural Death, 1927, ¢ This very Whit-
suntide as ever is’. Ex dial. (— 1898): E.D.D.
as how. See how, as.
as such. See such, as.—as that. See that, as.
Cf. as how (at how, as).
as (he, I, etc.) used towas. As (he, I, eto.) used to
be: c.p.: C.20. Somerset Maugham, C’akea and
Alc 1930, ‘ I’'m not so young as I used to was.’
hy? Why is that ? Why ?: sol.: 1742,
Fielding. (0.E.D.)



AS YOU WERE

asyouwere. ‘Used . . . to one who is going too
fast in his assertions’ (— 1864); post-War,
‘ Sorry ! my mistake.” Coll. Ex Army.

ash-cat. A fireman in the Merchant Service :
nautical, esp. naval : late C. 19-20. Bowen.

ash cookie. A ne’er-do-well : South African coll.
(— 1913). Ex ash cookie, a dough cake ‘ roasted in
the ashes of a wood fire’ (Pettman), itself ex
Dutch koek, a cake.

ash-plant. A light cane carried by subalterns:
military coll. : 1870 ; ob. Ware. Ex its material.

Ashes, the. ‘¢ The symbolical remains of English
cricket taken back to Australia’ (S.0.D.): 1882.
Also win, regatn or recover, or lose the Ashes, to win
or lose a series of test matches (from the English
point of view): 1883 (W. J. Lewis). Coll:; in
C. 20 S.E.

Asia Minor. Kensington and Bayswater (Lon-
don, W.8 and W.2), ex the large number of retired
Indian-Civil servants there resident ca. 1860-1910 :

London : ca. 1880-1915.
(Asiatic) Annje. ‘A Turkish heavy gun at the
Dardanelles’ : military : 1915. F. & Gibbons.

aginego, occ. agsinego. A little ass: C. 17.—2. A
fool: C.17-18. Shakespeare has ‘ An Asinico may
tutor thee ; Thou . . . Asse.” Ex Sp. (0.E.D.)

ask another! Don’t be silly !: Cockney c.p.
addressed to one who asks a stale riddle: 1896 ;
ob. Ware.

ask bogy. An evasive reply: nautical mid-
C. 18-19. Sea-wit, says Grose, for ‘ask mine
a-se’. Cf. Bogy, q.v.

ask for it. To incur foolishly; be fooled un-
necessarily, ludicrously : coll: C. 20; the O.E.D.
(Sup.) dates it at 1909, but it is at least four years
older. Cf. buy it.

ask mine, (in C. 19-20) my, arse ! A low coll.
evasive reply: mid-C. 18-20; orig. nautical.
Grose, 2nd ed. Cf. the C. 20, ¢ God knows, (for) I
don’t.’

ask out. To invite to (an) entertainment : coll. :

from late 1880’s. O.E.D. (Sup.).

asker, Abeggar euphemlstlcs 1858, Reade ;
ob. E.D.D

*askew. Acup c. of ca. 1650-1650. Harman.

? etymology. Prob. an error for a skew.

asking, not you by your. A c.p. reply (late
C. 18-early 19) to * Who owns this ?° Cf. the late
C. 19-20 none the better for your asking (health).

asking !, that’s. I... when you shouldn’t, or
when 1 shouldn’t reply : coll. c.p.: late C. 19-
20.

aspect. (A look of) ardour ; hence, impudence :
Hatton Garden district (London): C. 20. Ware.
Ex 1It. aspetto /

agpidestr(i)a. Incorrect for aspidistra: mid-
C.19-20. (0.E.D.)

Aspinall. Enamel : coll. (— 1909).
the inventor of an oxidised enamel paint.
is S.E.

aspro, take the. See take the aspro.

Asquith. A French match : military of G.W.
Ex Asquith’s too-famous ‘ Wait and see’: such
matches often failed to light.

ass. A compositor : journalists’, ca. 1850-1900.
Variant, donkey.—2. A very stupid or ignorant
person : formerly S.E. ; in C. 20, coll. (N.B., make
an ass of is lgomg the same way.)—3. Arse: dial.
and late col C. 19-20. This is the gen. U.S.
pronunciation, as in Tess Slesinger's The Un-
possessed, 1934 (London, 1935).

Ware. Ex
The v.

ATOMY

ass about. To fool about : schoolboys’ (— 1899)
>, by 1910, gen. (0.E.D.) Cf. ass 3: q.v.

assassin. An ornamental bow worn on the
female breast : ca. 1900-14. Very *killing’.

Assayes,the. The 74th Foot Regiment ; from ca.
1881, the 2nd Battalion of the nghlmd Light
Infantry : military coll.: from 1803 (Battle of
Asgaye), for them a notable year.

assig. An assignation, an appointment: ca.
1680-1830. B.E.

assinego. See asinego.

assinuate. To insinuate: sol.: 1742, Fielding
(O.E.D.). Rare in late C. 19-20.

assoilment. Catachrestic for soil (to

sully ; defilement): C.19-20. (O.E.D.)

assy. Asphalt : schoolboys’: C. 20.

ast. Toask: sol.: C. 19-20.

astard-ba. Bastard: low: C.20. James Curtis,
The Gilt Kid, 1936. By transposition.

astarrakan. Astrachan (fur): jocular Cockney:
late C. 19-20. Ware.

aste. Rare c. for money : early C. 17. Nares.
Ex asti, old It. c. for the same.

astonish me !, you. Well, that's pretty obvious,

isn’t it ! : ironic c.p.: from ca. 1920.

astonisher. An exclamation mark: book-
world’s : from ca. 1925.

astrologer. See conjuror.

astronomer. A horse that carries its head high :

C.19. In C. 18 called a star-gazer.

‘at. That (chiefly as pronoun): sol.: C. 19-20.
Francis D. Grierson, Murder at Lancaster Gate,
1934, ‘“Mr. Croggs?” . . “’At’s my name,
Guv’ner.”””’

at that. See that, at.

at the high port. At once; vigorously; un-
hesitatingly ; very much: military; from ca.
1925. I.e. i fine style.

*atch. To arrest; tramps’ c. (— 1923).
chon. Ex Romany (?):

q.v.
atcha ! All right !:
. To arrest:

caich. Manchon.

ate. Sol., esp. Cockney, for eaten :
¢ He’s ate it all,” Baumann.

atfler. See hatfler.

Athanasian wench. ‘A forward girl, ready to
oblige every man that shall ask her’, Grose. Ca.
1700-1830. Variant, quicunque vulf (whosoever
di:i;ss)—the opening words of the Athanasian
Creed.

Athenssum ; gen. the A. The penis: cultured
(— 1903); veryob. F.& H.,revised. Perhapsex
Athen®um, an association of persons meeting for
mutual improvement.

Athie. The Athenceum ; printers’ (— 1887); t
by 1920. Baumann.

-ation, as used in humorous neologisms, verges

Man-
but it may abbr. atchker,

military : C. 20.
central 8. (— 1923) on

C. 19-20.

on the coll. E.g. hissation, a hissing.

tkins. See Thomas Atkins. .

Atlantic ranger. A herring: coll.: from eca.
1880 ; ob. Variant, sea-rover.

ahnoapheriu A coll. abbr. of atmospheric
disturbances (‘ wireless’): 1928 4+ ; by 1935,

almost 8.E. Hence, fig., an irritable or quarrelsome
or highly strang atmosphere : 1932 4.

atomy. A very small, a small thin, a small de-
formed ge late C. 16-19. Coll. by 1700;
from mid-C. 19, 8.E.; slightly ob. Ex analomy,
q.v. (variant ot(t)omyHonfused. prok. byyetan



ATROCIOUS

(W). Shakespeare: ‘Thou atomy, thou!. .
you thin thing.’ Sala: ‘A miserable little atomy,
more deformed, more diminutive, more mutilated
than any beggar in a bowl.’

atrocions. Very bad; execrable; very notice-
able: coll.; from ca. 1830.—2. Adv. in -ly: 1831,
Alford, ‘ The letter had an atrociously long sentence
m it’, F. & H., revised.

atrocity. A bad blunder; an offence against
good taste, manners, or morals. 1878. (0O.E.D.)

attaboy ! Goit!: U.S. (— 1917); anglicised in
1918, F. & Gibbons. The O.E.D. and Collinson
derive it from that’s the boy /, but possibly it repre-
sents at her, boy /, where her is sexless ; prob., how-
ever, it is a corruption of the exclamatory U.S.
staboy recorded by Thornton.—2. Hence, an appro-
batory exclamation, from ca. 1931, as in D. Sayers,
Murder Must Advertise, 1933, ¢ ¢ Picture of nice girl
bending down to put the cushion in the corner of the
[railway] carriage. And the headline [of the adver-
tisement] ? ‘ Don’t let them pinch your seat’”
“ Attaboy !’ said Mr. Bredon [Lord Peter Wimsey].’

attache case. Incorrect for attaché case: C. 20.
E.g. frequently in Miles Burton’s thriller, To Catch
a Thief, 1934.

attack, To address oneself to; commence.
From ca. 1820, coll.; after ca. 1860, S.E. due to
Gallic influence.

attackted. Attacked : sol.: C.19 (prob. earlier)-
20. Rarely written. Cf. drownded.

attend to. To thrash: coll.; from ca. 1800.
Cf. L. animadvertere.

attest. See detest.

attic ; occ., not before ca. 1850, and now ob.,
attic-storey. The head : pugilistic (— 1823). ‘Jon
Bee’; H., lst ed. By 1870 (Dean Alford), gen.
Cf. upper storey, q.v.—2. Esp. (be) queer in the attic,
weak-minded ; rarely, mad: from ca. 1870. H.,
5thed. In C. 20, occ. (have) rats in the attic (Lyell).
Ex.—3. Orig. (— 1859), queer tn the attic = intoxi-
cated : pugibstic; T by 1890. H., 1st ed.—4. The
female pudend (aftic only): low (— 1903); ob.
F. & H., revised.—5. Top deck of a bus : busmen’s :
from ca. 1920. The Daily Herald, Aug. 5, 1936.

attorney. A goose or turkey drumstick, grilled
and devilled : punning devil, a lawyer working for
another : 1829, Griffin, ‘I love a plain beef steak
before a grilled attorney’; ob. (Attorney as a
legal title was abolished in England in 1873.)—2. In
c., a legal adviser to criminals: late C. 19-20,

ob.

Attorney-General’s devil. A barrister doing a
K.C.’s heavy work : ca. 1860-1920. Ware.

atween, atwixt. Between, betwixt : sol., mostly
London (— 1887). Baumann.

au reservoir | Au revoir. Orig. U.S., adopted
ca. 1880. In C. 20 often au rev.

auctioneer, deliver or give or tip (one) the. To
knock a person down : ca. 1860-1930. Sala, 1863
(deliver); H., 6th ed. (tip). ‘Tom Sayers’s right
hand was known to pugilistic fame as the awuc-
tioneer’ (Sayers, d. 1865, fought from 1849 to 1860,
in which latter year he drew, miraculously, with
Heenan); Manchon.

audit. Abbr. audit ale, a brew peculiar to Trinity
College, Cambridge, and several other Cambridge
and Oxford colleges; made orig. for drinking on
audit days: mid-C. 19-20; coll. verging on S.E.
Ouida, 1872,

audit one’s accounts. See accounts.

Aug. See Feb.

AUSTRALASIAN
aught. Nought—the cypher: C. 18-20 sol.
. ought.

aujence. Audience: sol.,, esp. Cockney: late
C. 19-20. G. R. Sims, Anna of the Underworld,
1916, ¢ The sportin’ gents in the aujence ’.

auld case or gib. An elderly man: Glasgow coll.
(— 1934). Ex gib, a tom-cat.

Auld Hornie. The Devil. Mainly Scottish :
C. 18-20, ob. Ex his horn. For accounts of the
Devil’s names, see Weekley’s Word and Names,
1932, and Words/, 1933.—2. The penis: Scots
(— 1903) A pun on hkorn, a priapism.

Auld Reekie. Orig. the old-town part of Edin-
burgh : late C. 18—ca. 1860. Then the whole city.
Lit., ¢ Old Smoky ’; cf. the Great Smoke, London.
Coll. from ca. 1890.

auly-auly. (Winchester College) a game played
ca. 1700-1840 in Grass Court after Saturday after-
noon chapel. A collective gamo with an india-
rubber ball. Supposedly ex haul ye, call ye, but, in
view of Winchester’s fame in Classics, prob. ex Gk.
avdAv, a court or a quadrangle.

aunt. A procuress, a concubine, a prostitute :
C. 17—ca. 1830. Mine (or my) auni, as in Grose,
1st ed. Shakespeare,

Summer songs for me and my aunts,
While we hie tumbling in the hay.

2. Also, at Oxford and Cambridge Universities, a
students’ name for ‘ the sister university ’: C. 17—
18. Fuller, 1755.—3. A children’s coll. for a non-
related woman (cf. uncle): C. 19-20. Cf. the U.S.
usage (an aged negress as addressed by a child) and
see guntie.

aunt, or auntie, go to see one’s. To visit the w.c. :
euphemistic, mostly women’s : from ca. 1850. Cf.
Mrs. Jones, which is occ. Aunt Jones (H., 5th ed.).

aunt, my. See my aunt.

aunt !, my ; my sainted aunt ! A mild exclama-
tion: coll.: resp. from late 1880’s and ca. 1920.
0.E.D. (Sup.).

aunt had been my uncle, it my. See uncle.

Aunt Maria. The female pudend: low (— 1903).
F. & H., revised.

Aunt8ally. A wicket-keeper : cricketers’ jocular
coll. : 1898. (W. J. Lewis.)

aunt’s sisters. Ancestors: London middle-class
(— 1909); wvirtually . Ware. By pun.

Aunt Voss. The Vossische Zeitung (famous Ger.
newspaper): 19156, The Daily Mail, Dec. 22,
(Van Wely.)

auntie, aunty. Coll. form of aunt : from ca. 1790.
Also, like uncle, used by children for a friend of the
house: C. 19-20.—2. A 12-inch gun: military:
1915 ; ob.—3. See aunt, go to see one’s.

aurev! Au revoir: from ca. 1920. Gals-
worthy, The White Monkey, 1924. Cf. au reservoir.

Aussie, occ. Aussey. Australia: from ca. 1895,
An Australian : from ca. 1905. Both coll. and orig.
Australian ; popularised by G.W. In 1914 +, also
adj. Cf. digger, dinkum.

Ausgieland. An occ. variant, C. 20, of Aussie,
sense 1. Rare among Australians.

Austin Reed service, I suppose P,—just a part of
the. Included in the service, I presume ?; all
free ?: a c.p. of 1936 based on a slogan (1935-) of
the well-known men’s clothiers.

i n. and adj. (An inhabitant) be-
longing to Australasia : no longer—since ca. 1926—
used of either an Australian or a New Zealander.
Cf. the fate of Anglo-Indian.



AUSTRALIAN FLAG

Australian flag. A shirt-tail rucked up between
trousers and waistcoat : Australian, ca. 1870-1910.

Australian grip. A hearty hand-shake: Aus-
tralian, ca. 1885-1914 ; coll.

*gutem, a church, mid-C. 16-18 c., is the parent
of many other c. terms, e.g. autem bawler, a parson ;
autem cackler, a Dissenter or a married woman ;
autem-cackle tub, a Dissenters’ meeting-house or a
puliit; autem dipper or diver, a Baptist or a pick-
pocket specialising in churches; autem gog(g)ler, a
pretended prophet, or a conjuror; autem jet, a
parson; autem prickear, see autem cackler ; autem
quaver, a Quaker ; and autem-quaver tub, a Quakers’
meeting-house or a desk therein. Perhaps via
antem, an anthem,

autem, adj. Married, esp. in the two c. terms,
autem cove, a married man, and autem mort, a
married woman: C. 17-18. Perhaps ex altham
(q.v.), a wife,

author-baiting. Summoning an unsuccessful
(ligrgl(:)natist before the curtain : theatrical, ca. 1870-

authordox ; unauthordox. Such occ. errors for
orthodox, unorthodox, as would be impossible to any-
one with an elementary knowledge of Greek or with
even a moderately sensitive ear.

auto. Abbr. aufomobile: 1899; coll.; S.E. by
1910 but never gen. Ex Fr. (S.0.D.)

*autom, autum. Variants of autem, q.v.

automatic. Abbr. automatic revolver :
coll. > S.E. Esp.in G.W.

autumn. (The season or time of) an execution
by hanging : low: mid-C. 19-20; ob. H., 2nd ed

avadavat. Incorrect for amadavat: 1777, Sheri-
dan. Yule & Burnell.

avast! Hold on! Be quiet! Stop! Nau-
tical: C. 17-20; coll. >, by late C. 19, S.E.
Prob. ex Dutch hou’vast, hold fast.

avaunt, give the. To dismiss (a person): late
C. 16—early 17. Shakespeare. Ex avaunt !/, be off!
(C. 16 +).

gvec. Spirits: Western Front military : 1917-
18. F. & Gibbons. Ex Fr. café avec (coffee with—
gen., rum).

avenue. Possibility, as in explore every avenue,
to try all possible means: C. 20; mainly political,
journalistic, and commercial: soon > coll.;
perhaps soon to > S.E.

average man, the. The ordinary person: C. 19—
20 ; coll. > S.E. Cf.theman inthestreet(s.v. street).

*avering. A boy’s begging naked to arouse com-

ion: c.: late C. 17-carly 18. Kennett, 1695,
also go a-avering. ! ex aver, todeclare (it) true.

avert, evert, revert. Occ. confused : C. 16-20.
(O.E.D.)

aviary. See apiary.

avoirdupois. Obesity : jocular coll. ; late C. 19-20.

*avoirdupois lay. The thieving of brass weights
from shop counters: late C. 18-mid 19 c. Grose,
2nd ed.

avuncular relation or relative. A pawnbroker :
facetiously coll,, ca. 1880-1900. Sala, in 1859,
speaks of pawnbroking as avuncular life.

awake. To inform, let know : from mid-1850’s ;
ob. *‘Ducange Anglicus’, 1st ed.

*awaste. A c. form of avast as in bing avast, q.v.

away. Erroneous for way: C.17-18. Hakluyt,
Smollett. O.E.D.—2. In imperatives, e.g. eay
away, it gives to the phrase a coll. tinge: C. 17
(? earlier)-20. Galsworthy, 19024, ‘ Basse [kiss]
away ! '—3. To depart: theatrical: ca. 1905-14.

C. 20;

AYRSHIRES

Ware. Ex melodramatic away /—4. In prison:
low London (— 1909). Ware. By euphemism.

aweer. Aware: London sol. or, rather, Cockney
low coll. (— 1887). Baumann.

awtul, esp. a penny awful. A ‘ penny dreadful’,
a blood-and-thunder tale. Ca. 1860-1900.—2.
(awful.) Offal : Cockney sol. (— 1887). Baumann,

awful, adj. A catch-intensive. Apparently
C. 18 Scottish, then U.S. (see Bartlett), and ca.
1840 adopted in England. Lamb, 1834: ‘She is
indeed, as the Americans would express it, some-
thing awful.’ Coll., as is the adv. awful(ly) = very :
mid-C. 19-20. In 1859 occurs awfully clever;
Punch satirised it in 1877 in the phrase, it's too
awfully nice’; P. G. Wodehouse, 1907 (see tright-
fully); Lyell, 1931, ‘We had awful fun at my
brother’s party.’ Cf. Society’s post-G.W. use of
grim for ‘ unpleasant’. F. & H.: O.E.D.

*awtul place, the. Dartmoor Prison: c. dating
from the late 1890’s.

awtully. See awtul, adj.

awright. See orright.

awhile for a while is catachrestic when while is
purely a n,

’Awking. A severe man; one not to be trifled
with: Cockney: ca. 1880-1900. Ware. Ex
Judge Sir Frederic Hawkins, reputed to be a
‘ hanging ’ judge.

awkward. Pregnant: euphemistic:
19-20; ob. F. & G., revised. Cf. bumpy.

awkward squad. Recruits, esp. a segregated
group of recruits, commencing to learn to drill or
having their drill improved : naval and military,
from ca. 1870 ; coll. by 1880 ; j. by G.W.

awls and be gone, pack up one’s. To depart for
good : (low) coll. (— 1756). Prob. awis is a cor-
ruption of all, as Manchon suggests.

awry, tread the shoe. To fall from virtue:
C. 16-20, ob.; coll.; then, in C. 18-20, S.E. Cf.
in S.E. take or make a false step.

ax(e). To ask. Down to ca. 1600, S.E.; since
then, sol. (Cf. arks, arst, qq.v.) Chaucer: ‘If any
fellow have neede of sapiens [= wisdom], axe it of
God.’—2. To reduce (expenses) by means of ‘the
axe’: 1923. Coll.; S.E. by 1926. (S.0.D.) Cf.:

axe, the. Reduction of expenses, mainly in per-
sonnel, in the public services : 1922.—2. A body of
officials (quis custodiet ipsos custodes) effecting these
reductions : 1922, Coll. ; both S.E. by 1925. See:

axe, the Geddes. That reduction of public-ser-
vice expenses which was recommended in 1922 by
Sir Eric Geddes, who aimed at the size of the various
staffs. Recorded in 1923: coll.: by 1925, S.E.
and historical.

axe, where the chicken got the. See chicken

axe after the helve, send the. (Better, send the
helve after the hatchet.) To take a further useless
step; send good money after bad. Coll.; from
C.16; in C. 19-20, rare but S.E.

axein thehelve, putthe. Tosolveadoubt. Coll.;
from C. 16; ob. Like the preceding, proverbial.

axe (or axes) to grind. An ulterior motive, gen.
selfish. Coll., orig. (— 1815) U'S., adopted ca.
1840. At first of politics, it soon widened in
applicability ; by 1850, moreover, it had > S.E.

ax(e)-my-eye, an. A very alert fellow : cheap-
jack’s, ca. 1850-1910. Hindley.

axle-grease. See grease, n., 5.

G w and South-Western Railway
shares : Stock Exchange from ca. 1880.

late C.




B.

B

b. A bug: coll.; from ca. 1860. Also b flat:
1836 (F. & H., revised). Ex the insect’s initial
letter and appearance.—2. In c., abbr. blue, q.v.—
3. See ¢Al°, 2.

b.ands. ; B.and8. Brandy and soda: Whyte-
Melville, 1868 : 8. >, ca. 1890, coll. The b is oce.
separable, as in ‘ Give me some B in my S’, Bau-
mann, 1887.

B.A. Buenos Aires: nautical coll. : late C. 19—
20. W. McFee, The Beachcomber, 1935.

B.B. Gen. pl. BB.’s. A bluejacket: naval:
C. 20. F. & Gibbons. Ex ‘British Blue’, with a
non-drawing-room pun.—2. Bloody bastard : C. 20.

B.B.A. BornBefore Arrival : medical students’ :
C.20. (Slang, p. 189.)

B.B.C. The British Broadcasting Corporation
(founded ca. 1924): coll.; by 1933, S.E.—2. Any
broadcasting corporation : 1933 (The Daily Tele-
gmph, early Aug.); coll.

B.C., the. The 2.10 a.m. freight express train
from London to Wolverhampton : railwaymen’s :
from ca. 1929. The Daily Telegraph, Aug. 15, 1936.
It passes through Basingstoke, Birmingham and
Crewe. Cf. the Bacca, q.v.

*b.c. A person bringing a wholly inadequate
action for libel: from ca. 1870. Ex the bloody
cat of an actual lawsuit. T,

B.C. See anno domini.

B.C. play. A Classical drama: theatrical:
1885 ; very ob. Ware. I.e. before Christ.

b.t. A frequent C. 20 coll. (rare before G.W.)
euphemising of bloody fool. Liyell.

b flat. Seeb, 1.

B from a battledore, or, rarely, from a broom-
stick or, very gen., from a bull’s foot, not to know.
To be 1lliterate, extremely ignorant: resp. mid-
C. 16-117, C. 19, C. 15-20. A battledore was an
alphabet-hornbook. For the first phrase and the
third, see esp. Apperson’s English Proverbs and
Proverbial Phrases. Also not to know great A from
a baltledore or (great) A from a bull’s foot.

B.H. A bank holiday: non-aristocratic coll. :
1880 ; ob.—2. Bloody hell: 1928 (O.E.D. Sup.).
Also bee attch.

BID. Brought In Dead (to the hospital):
medical students’ : C.20. Cf. B.B.A.

b.k.’s. ‘Military officers in mufti, when out on
the spree, and not wishing their profession to be
known, speak of their barracks as the B.K.s’,
H., 3rd ed : military (— 1864); ob.

b.n. Bloody nuisance. C. 20.

B.N.C. Brascnose College, Oxford: from ca.
1840: coll. >, by 1900, j. Cf. Brazen Nose
College, you were bred in, q.v.

B.P. The British Public: theatrical (1867) >,
by 1910, gen. coll. Ware.—2. See Bups
B%PN A Bloody Public Nuisance : C 20. Cf.

b.r. or BR. A bedroom steward, in the First
Class : nautical :“C. 20. Bowen.
wbbl. A euphemism for bull-shit, q.v.

b&m. A coll. domestic euphemism for bottom
(posterior) : late C. 19-20.

ba-ha. Bronchitis: tailors’: from the 1890’s;
slightly ob. By deliberate slumng

baa-baa. A sheep: nursery coll.: C. 19-20.

: from ca.

BABY ACT

Ex the sheep’s bleat. Cf. bow-wow, cock-a-doodle
(-doo), moo-cow, quack-quack.

baa-baa (black sheep), g0. To bar the favourite :
race-course 8. (— 1932). Slang, pp. 242, 246.
There is, further, an allusion to the nursery rhyme.

Baa-Baas, the. The Barbarian Rugby Football
team : sporting: from c& 1924.

*baa cheat. A sheep: c.: C.18. Anon., Street-

Robberies Consider’d (ba cheat), 1728. Lit., ‘ baa’-
thing.
baa-lamb. A lamb (cf. baa-baa, q.v.): nursery

coll.: C. 19-20.—2. (with capitals) H.M.S. Bar-
ham : naval: C.20.

baal! See bale !

baas. A master, a manager, a head man of any
sort: South African coll.: 1785, Sparrman, 4
Voyage to the Cape of Good Hope . . . from 1772
to 1776. Ex Dutch baas, master, foreman. Pett-
mann.—2. The term of address to the skipper of a
Dutch ship : nautical coll. : C. 19-20. Bowen.

Bab, the. The Straits of Bab-el-Mandeb:
nautical : C.17-18. W.

baba. A coll, gen. a child’s, variant of papa :
C. 19-20. In late C. 16-17, bab.—2. In Anglo-
Indian coll., a child. Ex Turki baba influenced by
our baby. Yule & Burnell.

babbie, babby, vocative. Baby: coll.: late
C. 19-20. Ex C. 16-20 dial.

babbler ; babbling brook. A cook: C. 20:
x]‘casa%. glﬂitary, ex the latter; and gen. rhyming s.

babe. The latest-elected member of the House
of Commons: opp. father of the house. Parlia-
mentary coll. : from ca. 1870.

babe, kiss the. See kiss the babe.

babe in the wood. A criminal in the stocks or the
pillory: late C. 18—early 19. Grose, lst ed.—2.
In C. 20, the pl. = dice.

babe of grace. Bee defines the pl. as ‘ sanctified-
Lc(r;)king persons, not so’: fast society : ca. 1820—

babes. A gang of disreputables that, at an
auction, forbear to bid against the bigger dealers ;
their reward, drinks and/or cash. From ca. 1860;
ob. H., 2nd ed. Cf. knock-outs, q.v.

Babies ; Baby Wee-Wees. Bucnos Aires Water
Works shares: Stock Exchange: from ca. 1870.
The shorter ex the longer, which combines an
acrostic with a pun on Water Works and wee-wee
(urination).

babies’ cries. A variant of baby’s cries, q.v.

baboon. Fig. for a person: like ape, this is in
C. 20 considered low coll.

Babsky. A wind-swept part of Liverpool:
Liverpool : 1886. Ware. I.e. Bay o’ Biscay.

baby. A twopenny bottle of soda- water
public-house : ca. 1875-1900. Ware.—2. A
sweetheart : U.S. (ca. 1910), adopted ca. 1930. -—-3
‘The R.N.A.S. small Bopwith aeroplane in the
early days of the War ’ : naval: 1914-16. Bowen.

baby, the. A diamond-mining sifting machine :
Vaal River coll. (— 1886); ob. Ex Babe, its
American inventor. Pettman, who notes baby, to
sift ground with this machine : from mid-1880’s.

Baby Act, plead the. To excusc oneself as too
imexperienced : from ca. 1900; ob. Ex.—2. ‘To
plead minority as voiding a contract’: coll.:



BABY AND NURSE

from late 1890’s. Ex the plea of infancy in its legal
sense.

baby and nurge. A small bottle of soda-water
and two-pennyworth of spiritin it’: public-house:
ca. 1876-1900. Ware. Cf. baby, q.v.

baby bunting. See bunting.

baby crying, the. The bugle-call to defaulters :
military : late C. 19-20; ob. F. & Gibbons. Cf.
angel’s whisper, 1.

baby-farmer or -gstealer. A male or a female
%ourter or lover of one much younger, very young :

. 20.

baby-maker. The penis: euphemistically jocu-
lar: late C. 19-20; ob.

.baby- or baby’s-pap. A cap: (mostly under-
world) rthyming slang: ca. 1855-1900. ‘Ducange
Anglicus ’, 1857.

baby-snatcher. One who marries a person much
younger : jocular coll. (— 1927). Collinson.

baby spot. See Moving-Picture Slang, §3.

Baby Wee-Wees. See Babies.

babylon(it)ish. C. 19 Winchester College for a
dressing-gown : ex Babylon(it)ish garment.

baby’s cries. Eyes: rhyming s.: from ca. 1920.
A. Hyder, Black Qirl, White Lady, 1934.

baby’s head. Meat pudding: naval: C. 20.
F. & Gibbons, ‘ Suggested by 1ts smooth, round
appearance.’

baby’s public-house. The female breast: pro-
letarian ; 1884, The Referee, Oct. 5. Ware.

Bacca, the. The express goods-train carrying
tobacco (including cigarettes) from Bristol to Lon-
don : railwaymen’s: from ca. 1910. The Darly
Telegraph, Aug. 15, 1936. Cf. the Biscuit, the Flying
Pig, the Leek, the Magic Carpet, the Sparagras, the
Spud ; also the Early Bird, the Early Riser, the
Farmer's Boy, the Feeder, and the Mopper Up.
These railwaymen’s nicknames were recognised as
official in the G.W.R.’s Quide to Economical Trans-
port, issued in August, 1936.

bacca, , bacecy. Tobacco : low coll. : 1858 ;
1860; 1833, Marryat. (O.E.D.) Cf. backer.—2.
Hence bacca-, more gen. baccy-box, the mouth ; the
nose : low (— 1923). Manchon.

bacca-pipes. Whiskers curled in ringlets (— 1880;

t by 1890).
baccare |; backare | Go back, retire! Ca.1540-
1680. Heywood; Udall; Lyly; Shakespeare,

¢ Baccare ! you are marvellous forward ’; Howell,
1669. (Apperson.) Jocular on back: perhaps
Latinised or Italianised back there. (O.E.D.)

Bacchus. A set of Latin verses written on Shrove
Tuesday at Eton: ? C. 18—carly 19: coll. at Eton
College. Ex the verses there written, on that day,
1n praise or dispraise of Bacchus. Anon., Etoniana,
1865.

bacco, bacey, bacoy-box. See bacca.

bach. A bachelor: in U.S. in 1850’s; anglicised
ca. 1900. Ware prefers bache. Cf.:

bach, occ. batch, v. To live by oneself, doing
one’s own work ; orig. like a bachelor. Ex U.S.;
anglicised ca. 1890. Cf. the n,

bachelor !, then the town bull is a. A semi-
proverbial c.p. retort incredulous on a woman’s
alleged chastity : mid-C. 17-18, Ray, 1678; he
does not, however, restrict it to either women or
chastity.

bachelor’s baby. An illegitimate child: coll.,
mid-C. 19-20. Whiteing, 1899, Ray, ca. 1670, and
Grose, 1788, have bachelor’s (or batchelor’s) son.

bachelor’s fare. Bread, cheese, and kisses :

BACK-HANDER

C. 18-19, Swift, ca. 1708 (published 30 years
later). °Lady. ... Some ladies . . . have prom-
ised to breakfast with you . . .; what will you
giveus ? Colonel. Why, faith, madam, bachelor’s
fare, bread and cheese and kisses *; Grose, 3rd ed.

[back. To support by a bet, was perhaps orig.
(C. 17) coll,, but O.E.D. and 8.0.D.—rightly, one
suspects—treat it as always S.E.]

back, on one’s. Penniless; utterly puzzled :
late C.19-20. Nautically, on the bones of one’s back :
Bowen.

back, ride on one’s. To fool or deceive a person,
esp. succesefully : coll.: C. 18-19.

back and belly. All over: C. 18-19 familiar
coll. Keeponeb.andb.,C.18-19 coll. ; adumbrated
in C. 16.

back and fill. See backing and filling.

back-biters, his bosom friends are become his. A
punning c.p. (cf. bosom friend, q.v.) of ca. 1700-1840.
Swift, ca. 1708 ; Grose, 1st ed.

back-breaker. A person setting, or a thing being,
a task beyond normal endurance: C. 18-20 coll.
The adj., back-breaking, gen. goes with job or work.

back-breakers. ° Old-fashioned ship’s pumps’:
nautical : late C. 19-20. Bowen. A special
application of the preceding.

back-chat. A variant of back-talk, q.v.: ‘A
slang term applied to saucy or impertinent replies ’,
Pettman : South African (— 1901) and (? hence)
Australian.

*back-cheat. A cloak: C.18-early 19: c.

back-cloth star. An actor or actress that plays
up-stage, thus forcing the others to turn their backs
to the audience : theatrical (— 1935).

back door, a gentleman or an usher of the. A
gsodomist : mid-C. 18-20, ob. Grose, lst ed.
Hence back-door work, sodomy. Cf. backgammon-

player. .

back-door trot. Diarrhcea: from ca. 1870;
orig. dial. Cf. Jerry-go-nimble.

back-door trumpet. A mid-C. 19-20 variant of
ars musica, q.v.

back down, often a square-back-down. An utter
collapse ; complete surrender of claims : from early
1880's : coll. >, by 1920, S.E.—2. A severe rebuff :
from ca. 1890.

back down. To yield, to retirc : from ca. 1880:
coll. >, by 1910, S.E. Ex U.S. (1849: O.E.D.).

back-ender. A horse entered for a race late in
the season’, F. & H.: racing coll.: ca. 1889, Ex
back-end, the last two months of the horse-racing
season.

back-hair part. A role ‘ in which the agony of the
performance at one point in the drama admits of the
feminine tresses in question floating over the
shoulders’ : theatrical : 1884 ; ob. by 1920, t by
1930. Ware.

back-hairing. ¢ Feminine fighting, in which the
occipital locks suffer severely’, Ware: London
streets’ (— 1909).

back-hand. To drink more than one’s share:
ca. 1850-1910. In G. A. Lawrence’s best novel,
Guy Livingstone, 1857, it occurs as a vbl. n., back-
handing.—2. back-hand ! Get out of the way:
ships’ stokers’ c.p.: C. 20.

back-handed. Indirect; unfair: from ca. 1815:
coll. >, by 1880, S.E. Dickens, 1865, has a back-
handed reminder. Cf. back-hander, 3, q.v.

back-handed turn. An unprofitable transaction :
Stock Exchange, ca. 1870-1914.

back-hander. A drink either additional or out of



BACK IS UP

turn : coll.: ca. 1850-1900. Ex:—2. A blow with
the back of the hand : coll. >, by 1870, S.E. : 1836,
Marryat ; Farrar.—3. Hence, a rebuke : ca. 1860
1900 (e.g. in Whyte-Melville) : coll. >, by 1900,
S.E. Cf. back-handed, q.v.

back is up,—8ir, I see somebody has offended you,
for your. A jeering c.p. addressed to a hump-
backed man : ca. 1780-1850. Grose, 1st ed. See
back up, adj.

*back-jump. To enter (e.g. a house) by a back
door or window: c. from ca. 1855. H., lst ed.
Ex:—2. A back window: c. (— 1812). Vaux.
Because one jumps from it in escape.

back-mark. See back-marked.—2. Hence, to
gutdistance (easily): sporting: 1928 (O.E.D.,

up.).

b%ck-matked, be. To have one’s athletic handi-
cap reduced: late C. 19-20 coll., ob. Rare in
active voice.

back number. (Of a person) a ‘has been’:
coll.: U.S. (1890: O.E.D. (Sup.)) anglicised ca.
1905 ; by 1935, S.E. Prob. ex the back numbers of
periodicals.

Back Numbers, the. The 28th Foot, in late
C. 19-20 the Gloucestershire Regiment : mihtary :
C. 19-20. Ex the sphinx worn, as distinction for
services at the Battle of Alexandria, 1801, on both
the back and the front of the helmet until 1881, F.
& Gibbons.

back of, break the. Seo break the neck or back of.

back o’ the green. Behind the scenes : theatrical
and music-halls’ : ca. 1880-1910. Ware, with
reference to the green curtain and in imperfect
rhyme on scenes.

back of Bourke. The farthest distance known :
Australian c.p.: C. 20. Bourke being a town in
south-western New South Wales.

back of one’s neck, talk through (rarely out of)
the. To talk nonsense: from ca. 1920. Ex talk
through one’s hat.

back of the hand down. Bribery : from ca. 1890 ;
ob. (J. Milne, The Epistles of Atkins, 1902.)

back out. To retreat from a difficulty or un-
pleasantness : 1818, Scott : coll. >, by 1860, S.E.
Ex lit. sense.

back pedal ! Steady !; tell that to the marines ! :
c.p.: from ca. 1910. Collinson. Ex cycling.

back-racket. A tu-quogue: coll.; C.17-18. Ex
the S.E. sense, ‘the return of a ball in tennis’,
S.0.D.

back-row hopper. A sponger affecting taverns
l‘l‘z’mnted by actors : theatrical (— 1909): virtually f.

are.

back-scratching. (A) flogging: naval: late
C. 19-early 20. Bowen. (As sycophantic flattery,
it is S.E.)

*back-scuttle. Same as back-slang it, q.v.: c. of
C. 19.—do or have a back-scuttle, to possess & woman
a retro: low: mid-C. 19-20.

back-seam, be (down) on one’s. To be out of

luck, unfortunate. Tailors’ (— 1887). Baumann;
Whiteing, 1899. Cf. back, on one’s, q.v.
back seat, take a. To retire; yield; fail.

Orig. (1883) U.S.; anglicised ca. 1880 : coll. >,
by 1920, S.E. (Thornton.)
[Back-slang dates from ca. 1850. Slang, pp.

276-1.]

*back-slang it. To go out the back way: ca.
1810-1910: low; prob. orig. c. Vaux; H.,
1st ed. Cf. back slum.—2. In Australia, ca. 18650~
1905, to seek unoffered lodging in the country.

BACKS TO THE WALL

Morris. Perhaps ex Vaux’s scoond sense :—3. To
go a circuitous or private way through the streets
in order to avoid meeting certain persons: o. of
ca. 1810-50. Vaux.

*back slum. A back room; the back-entrance
of a building. *Thus, we’ll give ¢t 'em on the back
slum, means, we’ll get in at the back door’, Vaux,
1812: ¢. >, ca. 1870, low. Cf. back-jump and
back-slang st.

back slums. In C. 20, S.E. for very poor urban
districts, but orig. (— 1821) s. for residential area of
criminals and near-criminals.

i . A woman's bustle: ca. 1850-
1900. (Bustle occurs in 1788 : S.0.D.)

*back-stall. In C. 19-20 ob. c., an accomplige
covering a thief. Cf. stall, q.v.

back-strapped. (Of a ship or a boat) ‘carried
back into an awkward position by tho tide and held
there ’ : nautical coll. : mid-C. 19-20. Bowen.

back-talk. Impudence; verbal recalcitrance.
Esp. as no back-talk/ From ca. 1870; coll. Cf.
back-chat. Ex dial.

back teeth underground, have one’s. To have
eaten one’s fill; to have them awash or under
water = to be drunk. Both are jocular (— 1913)
and ob. A. H. Dawson.

back the barrer (i.e. barrow). To intervene un-
asked : low Australian (— 1916). C. J. Dennis.

back-timber. Clothing: C. 17-18; coll.

back-to-backs, the. Mean, small, thickly set,
parallel-ranged houses in slums and mining towns.
C. 20; coll.

back-tommy. Cloth covering the stays at the
waist : tailors’: late C. 19-20.

back or backs to the wall. Hard pressed:
C. 19 coll,, C. 20 S.E. In C. 16-18 with at for to.

back up. To be ready to help, chiefly in games :
coll. (in C. 20, S.E.) : from ca. 1860.—2. Winchester
College, from ca. 1870 : to call out, e.g. for help.

back up, adj. Annoyed, aroused. One’s back to
be up, to be annoyed, C. 18-19 coll. ; put or set one’s
back up, to be, or to make, annoyed, C. 18-20 coll. :
from ca. 1800 both phrases tended to be considered
as S.E. though not literary. Since ca. 1870, get one’s
back up, to become or to make annoyed, is the gen.
form : this, however, has always been coll. Cf.
back is up, q.v.

backare ! See

!
backed. Dead : late C.17-early 19. Perhaps =
set on one’s back; B.E. and Grose, however, ex-
plain as ‘on six men’s shoulders’, i.e. carried to

the grave.
backer, back(e)y. Tobacco: low coll.: 1848,
Dickens (backer). E.D.D. Cf. bacca.

backgammon-player, A sodomist: mid-C. 18-
early 19; of. back door, gentleman of the.
Bel;a?kummomr. The same : ca. 1820-80. ‘Jon

background. Retiring; modest: coll.: 1896,
¢ A reticent, background kind of lover’, O.E.D.
ILe. keeping in the background.

ing, n. Giving gratuities:

classes’ : C.20. Ex the motion of the donor.

backing and filling, vbl. n. and adj. Irresolute,
dilatory, shifty; shiftiness, irresolution: coll.:
from ca. 1840. Ex nautical j. In Barham’s use,
‘ moving zigzag’, the orig. sense lingers. Bowen
adds the sense, ‘ lazy ’ : nautical : ca. 1850-1900.

backings-up. The ends of half-burnt faggots:
Winchester College, C. 19.

backs to the wall. Sece back to the wall.

lower



backsheesh, -ghish ; baksheesh, ba(c)kshee. See
bakshee (the latest form).

e. The posteriors: C. 16-20. Always

8.E., but ca. 1870-1914 a vulgarism. See Slang,

p. 138.

backward, ring the bells, To give the alarm :
ca. 1500—-1890 ; coll. > S.E. Cleveland, Scott.
Ex the practice of beginning with the bass when the
bells were rung.

backward in coming forward. Shy; modest:
jocular coll. (semi-c.p.): C. 20.

backward station. ‘In the old Coastguard
Service one that was considered most undesirable,
frequently on account of its distance from a school ’ :
cQastguardsmen’s coll. : C. 19. Bowen

backwards, go. To go to the w.c.: C.20; very
ob. F. & H., revised.

backwards, piss. To
C.19-20; ob. Ibid.

. A shop-mate working behind another :

tailors’, from ca. 1870 ; ob.—2. See backer.

backyard, two feet one. Sce two feet one back-
yard and cf. boats.

*bacon. See bacon, save one’s.

bacon, a good voice to beg. A c.p. derisive of an
ill voice : late C. 17-18. B.E.

bacon, bring home the. See bring home . . .

bacon, pull. To put one’s fingers derisively to
one's nose : mid-C. 19-20.

bacon, save one’s. To escape narrowly: late
C. 17-20; coll. from ca. 1750. A. Behn, 1682, ‘I
go [to church] to save my bacon as they say, once
a month’ (Apperson). Perhafs from the days of
heretics burnt at the stake ; New Canting Dict.
(1725), howevor, says that in this phrase, bacon ‘in
the Canting Sense, is the Prize, of whatever kind,
which Robhers make in their Enterprizes’. (Cf.
the 1934 advertisement slogan, °‘Breakfast on
Shredded Wheat and save your bacon.’)

bacon-faced. Full-faced: late C. 17-19. Re-
corded first in Otway.

bacon-fed. Fat; greasy: coll.:
Occurring in Shakespeare.

bacon-glicer. A rustic:
19. Urquhart, 1653.

bad. Difficult ; esp. in bad to beat, as in Hawley
Smart’s Post to Finish, 1884 : coll. Ob.

bad, adv. Badly: sol.: C. 18 (? earlier)-20.
Cf. badder, q.v.

bad, go to the. To be ruined ; become depraved.
From ca. 1860; coll. >, ca. 1910, S.E. Early
users are Miss Braddon and ‘ Dagonet ’ Sims. Ex
to the bad, in deficit.

bad, not. Rather or (patronisingly) quite good :
upper (hence, derivatively, middle) classes’ coll. :
from ca. 1860 (Ware); the O.E.D. (Sup ) example
at 1835 is prob. isolated and perhaps inoperative.

defecate: low: late

late C. 16-19.
coll. : mid C. 17-early

bad, not halt, Fairly good: coll.: from late
1890’s. Cf. not half.

bad,taken. Takenill : (low)coll. : late C.19-20.
On taken short.

bad, to the. In deficit. The O.E.D. quotes an
example in 18186, 1.
bad bargain. A worthless soldier (gen preceded

by King's or Queen’s): C. 18-20; coll. from 1800.
Grose, 1st ed.—2. Hence, since ca. 1860 (without
King’s or Queen’s), any worthless person : coll.

bad cess to! Evil befall . . .! Anglo-Irish
coll.; from ca. 1850 (S.0.D. reoords it at 1859).
Prob. ex cess = assessment, levy, rate(s); but
perhaps abbr. success.

BADGER

worthleas
anghclsed ca. 1860.
. The xdxov xépaxos xaxdv wdv of

bad egg. A rascal; a scoundrel;
fellow. Orig. (1853) US
Thornton, *.
the Greeks.’

bad form. Vulgar; rude; unaccepted of
Society : Society s.: from ca. 1860, according to
Ware. Ob., not done superseding it. In C. 20,
b.f. > coll. Punch, 1882 (an Eton boy to his hale
old uncle): ‘. .. Energy’s such awful bad form,
you know !’, F. & H. Ex horse-racing.

bad ha(it)penny. A ne’er-do-well : from ca. 1850.
Ex the c.p., it 18 a bad halfpenny, said by one who,
having failed, returns as he went: ca. 1810-50 :

ux.

bad hat. A rascal: from ca. 1880. Besant,
1883 ; Galsworthy, 1924, ‘If that young man’s
story’s true, we're in the hands of a bad hat.’ In
The Daily Telegraph of July 28, 1894, G. A. Sala,
citing Sir William Fraser's Words on Wellington,
suggests that the phrase what a shocking bad hat,
which > a c.p., was coined by the Duke in the
1830’s : this rests on hearsay. Sala continues,
‘ The catchword soon lost its political associations,
and after a few years, was merged in the purely
imbecile query, ‘ Who’s your hatter ?”’’ which
was T by 1900. Ware thinks that bad hat was,
prob., Irish in origin, ‘ the worst Hibernian char-
acters always wearing bad high hats (caps are not
recognised in kingly Ireland)’. Cf. bad lot and see
hat |, what a shocking bad and, for an anticipation,
see queer nob.

bad job. See job.

bad lot. A person of—often worse than—in-
different morals: coll.: Thackeray, 1849. Ex
auctioneering. Cf. bad egyg, bad hat, bad ’un, qq.v.

bad mark. See ¢ mark, bad or good °.

bad match twist. Red hair and black whiskers :
hairdresser’s, from ca. 1870 ; {.

bad shilling, a. One’s last shilling : proletarian
(— 1909) ; slightly ob. Ware.

bad shot. A poor guess (— 1844 ; Kinglake in
Eothen). In C. 20, coll.

bad slang. Spurious curiosities :
1870. Hindley, 1876.

circus, from ca.

*bad smash. Counterfeit coin: c.: C. 20.
David Hume.
bad *un. Same as bad hat, qv mid~C 19-20.

bad young man. See good yo

badder, baddest. Once S.E., but, in C 18-20 sol.,
for worse, worst.

badders. Something (event, news, etc.) bad or
unpleasant : from ca. 1925. (Evelyn Waugh, 4
Handful of Dust, 1934.) *The Oxford -er.’

Baden-Powell. A trowel: workmen’s rhymings. :
late C. 19-20. John o' Londow’s Weekly, June 9,
1934.

*badge. A brand in the hand: C. 18 c.

*badge, he has got his. He has been branded on
the hand : c. of ca. 1720-1840. A New Canting

Dsct., 1725.

bcdgo-oove A parish-pensioner : C. 18-early
19. A New Canting Dict., 1725.—2. In C. 16-18
a licensed beggar. Both low prob o.—at first
at any rate.

badger. Nautical (occ. with bag) Neptune m
equatorial ceremonies : C. 19.—2. Schoolboys’ :
red-headed person: C. 18-20, ob.; at Welhngton,
late C. 19, a 2nd XV Rugby player.~3. In o., &
river-thief that, after robbing, murders and throws
his viotim into the river: ca. 1720-1830. 4 New
Canting Dict., 1725. Henoce perhape:—4, in



BADGER

C. 19 c., a common harlot.—5. A brush: artists’:
late C 19-20.—6. In Australia often, though ever
less, used catachrestically for & bandicoot, rock-
wallaby, or, esp. in Tasmania, a wombat : C. 19-20.
Morris.

badger. To tease; persecute. Perhaps s. when
used by the dramatist O’Keeffe in 1794, but very
soon coll. ; S.E. by 1860. Perhaps ex lit. draw the
badger; cf.:

badger, overdraw the. To overdraw one’s bank-
ing account : ca. 1840-1914. Hood.

bag. ° Neptune and his court in the cere-

mony of crossing the Line ’ : nautical : mid-C. 19~
20. Bowen. See badger, n., 1.

badger-box. A very small dwelling, like an in-
verted V in section: Tasmanian coll.: ca. 1870-
1915. Proceedings of the Royal Soctety of Tasmania,
Sept., 1875. Ex badgers’ ‘ dwellings’. Morris.

badger-legged. With one leg shorter than the
other: coll.: from ca. 1700; ob. Cf. the earlier
semi-proverbial badger-like, one leg shorter than the
other (Howell, 1659). Ex the erroneous behef that a
badger has legs of unequal length.

badges and bull’s eyes. Badges and medals:
military : Oct., 1899; 1 by 1915. Applied (says
The Daily Telegraph, Dec. 21, 1899) by General
Gatacre to the officers’ badges, etc., because they
offered so splendid a mark for Boer bullets. (Ware.)

badgy. An enlisted boy; badgy fiddler, a boy
trumpeter : military : ca. 1850-1905. F. & Gib-
bons. Either because he was a nuisance or because
he was bullied or persecuted.

Badian. A Barbadian: ca. 1860 + in the West
Indies. Cf. Bim.

badly. Much; greatly: with such vv. as need,
want, require, miss : coll. ; from ca. 1850.

badminton. A cooling drink, esp. a claret-cup :
Disraeli (1845), Whyte-Melville (1853), Ouida
(1868). Coll. >, by 1870, S.E.; ob.—2. In boxing
slang, ca. 1860-90, blood. H., 3rd ed. Cf. claret.
Ex the Duke of Beaufort’s seat of that name. The
former sense has suggested the latter.

baftaty. Calico : drapery-trades.(— 1864); ob.
H., 3rd ed. Ex S.E. baft, bafta(h), baffeta.

bag. Milk : Westminster School, C. 19-20.—2.
See bags, 1.—3. A pot of beer : printers’ (— 1887).
CAf. bag, get one’s head in a, q.v.

bag. To obtain for oneself, esp. anything advan-
tageous : Mortimer Collins, 1880, but also for at
least a decade earlier.—2. To catch, take, or steal
(1818) : a common school term, Farrar using it in
1862.—3. To beget or to conceive: C. 156-17. All
three senses, coll.

bag, empty the. To tell everything ; close a dis-
cussion : coll., C. 18-19.

bag, get or put one’s head in a or the. To drink :
printers’ and sailors’: from middle 1880’s. The
Saturday Review, May 14, 1887. See bag, n., 3.

bag, give the. To deceive: C. 16-17, coll., as
are the senses, to give (a master) warning, to aban-
don (a thing): late C. 16-17; in C. 18, give (one)
the bag often = to slip away from (a person), while in
late C. 18-19 the phrase came to mean dismiss (cf.
give the sack). IreC. 17-18 receive the bag = get the
sack, be dismissed ; coll. But give the bag to hold
= to engage one’s attention with a view to deceive :
late C. 17-19: coll. >, by 1800, 8.E.

bag, in the bottom of the. In reserve; as a last
resource : mid-C. 17-18: coll. >, by 1750, S.E.
Cf. C. 20 out of the bag.

bag, let the cat out of the. To disclose a secret
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or a trick : from ca. 1760 : coll. >, by 1840, S.E.
Wolcot, Mrs. Gaskell.

bag, put one in a. To have the upper hand of :
C. 17-18 coll. Fuller.

bag, put one’s head in a. Seco bag, get one’s head.

bag & brace. See brace.

bag and baggage. Entirely; leaving nothing.
Esp. of departure. Coll. >, by 1800, S.E. é
16-20. Orig. dignified military j.

bag and bottle. Food and drink : mid-C. 17-18
coll. Eachdrd’s Observations, 1671.

bag and wallet, turn to, To become a beggar:
late C. 16-17 coll. Hakluyt.

bagot,a. Enough; plenty of : military: C.20.
F. & Gibbons. Possibly suggested by the next.
Cf. bags of.

bag o(f) beer. A quart of beer: proletarian
(— 1909); 1 by 1930 ; ob.,indeed, by 1816. Ware,
‘ This once stood for ““ pot o’ four ’arf an’ ’arf ”,
reduced to ‘““[pot o’] four ’arf”, and thence to,
* bag o’ beer )’

bag of bones. A very thin person: Dickens,
1838 : coll. : in C. 20, S.E.

bag o(f) moonshine. Nonsense: C. 19-20; ob.
Lower-class coll. Cf. moonshine.

bag of mystery. See bags of mystery.

bag of nails, squintlikea. To squint very badly :
late C. 18-mid-19. Grose, 2nd ed., ‘ Le. his eyes are
directed as many ways as the points of a bag of
nails.’

Bag of Nails, the. The Bacchanals: a tavern in
Pimhco (London) : ca. 1770-1830. Grose, 3rd ed.
(Folk etymology.)

bag of rations. A fussy, too zealous, or domineer-
in superior: mmhtary : 1916-18. F. & QGibbons.
Ex the noise it made when agitated.

bag of tricks, the ; or the whole b. of t. Every
expedient : C.19-20. Ex the fable of the Fox and
the Cat (O.E.D.}—2. Penis and testicles: low:
mid-19-20.

bag on the bowline. To drift off a course:
nautical coll. : mid-C. 19-20. Bowen. Cf. baggy,
adj.

*bag-thiet. Sec bagger.

baggage. A saucy young woman: Davenant,
1672 ; coll. by 1700. A worthless man: C. 16-17.
A harlot or a loose woman : Shakespeare, 16986 ;
coll. by 1660; { by 1800. Rubbish, nonsense:
C. 16, e.g. in Gascoigne.

baggage, heavy. Women and children: Ilate
C. 18-19 (Grose, 2nd ed., records it) ; cf. Fr. pas de
bagage en train de plaisir.

*bagger, bag-thief. One who, in stealing rings,
seizes the victim’s hand : late C. 19-early 20 0. Ex
Fr. bague, a ring.

ing. Food taken between meals: pro-
vincial s. rather than dial., C. 18-19. In Lan-
cashire dial., from ca. 1880, high tea.

baggonet. Sco bagonet.

baggy. (Gen. pl.) A rating in the old naval
troopers : military : ca. 1860-1900. Bowen, ‘ On
account of their uniform trousers.’

baggy, adj. (Of clothes, esp. trousers at the knee)
unduly stretched : coll. (1858) >, by 1910, S.E.

bagman, A commercial traveller: 8.E. in C. 18
(— 1766) and until ca. 1850, when it > pejorative
and coll.—2. A bag-fox : sporting (1875). O.E.D.

[bagnio. A brothel: C. 17-18 : coll., or perhaps
rather S.E. (S8ee 0.E.D.)]

bagonet ; also baggonet, rarely bagnet. In
C. 19-20, sol. (but in C. 17-18, 8.E.) for bayonet ; it
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was often heard among the Tommies in 1914-18,
In late C. 17-early 18 s., however, it meant, B.E.

tells us, a dagger.
ipe. A long-winded talker: C. 17-19;
Carlyle has it. Coll.—2. As v., to indulge in a

sexual practice that even F. & H. says is ‘too
mdecent for explanation’: late C. 18-19. Grose,
1st ed., has recorded the synonymous huffe:
neither word occurs in later edd.

bags. Trousers: °Cuthbert Bede’, in Verdant
Green, 1863. A low variant, from ca. 1860 but ob.,
is bum-bags. Ozford bags, very wide-legged : from
1922. Ca. 1870-1910, go-to-meeting bags, (a man’s)
best clothes, and 1850-90, howling bags (H., 1st ed.,
Introduction) : trousers very ‘loud’ in pattern or
colour(s).—2. Buenos Aires Great Southern Rail-
way Bonds: Stock Exchange: from ca. 1885.—
3. See bags of.—4. See bags, mount the.

bags!; bags I! That's mine! Schoolboys’
from ca. 1860. Cf. bar, fain, pike. On illiterate
says 1.—2. Hence, I bags first go (innings): from
not later than 1897, hkewise schoolboys’. Collinson.

bags, have the. To be of age; have plenty of
money : mid-C. 18-20: coll.; ob. Variant, have
the bags off : H., 1st ed.

bags, mount the ; over the bags. (To climb) over
the trench parapet—made of sandbags—in order
to attack the enemy : mihtary s. (1915) >, by 1917,
coll. Cf. over the top.

bags, rough as. Extremely uncouth; very
‘ tough ’ : Australian, G.W. 4. Jice Doone.

bags, take the. To be hare in hare-and-hounds :
athletic, coll. : from ca. 1870.

bagsI| Sce bags!

bags of. Much, plenty ; many. E.g. ‘ bags of

time’. C. 20. B. & P.; Lyell. Cecil Litchfield
entitled his first, and wittily funny, novel : Bags of
Blackmail. Cf. bag of, a.

bags off, have the. See bags, have the.

bags of mystery. Sausages and saveloys: from
ca. 1860, says Ware. H., 3rd ed.; Whiteing, No. 5,
John Street, 1899. Rare in the singular.

bagsy. Unshapely: Glasgow coll. (— 1934).
Le. with as much delicacy of shape as a bag.

bail | See bale !

bail, to giveleg. To run away from : coll.: from
ca. 1770; ob. Scott in Guy Mannering. Oce.
varied in C. 19 as take leg bail and give land security.

bail up. To demand payment, money, or other
settlement from : Australian, from ca. 1878. Esp.
Morris. Ex carlier lit. use: (of a bushranger) to
hold up,—which (— 1884) was, by Cockneys,
adopted, in the imperative, to mean ‘Stop!’:
H., 3rd ed.

bailed man. (Gen. pl.) One who had bribed the
Press Gang for his immunity : nautical coll. : mid-
C. 18-mid 19. Bowen.

bailer. A ball that, on being bowled, hits the
bails : cricket ; the O.E.D. records it for 188l1.
Coll. >, by 1900, S.E.

bait ; esp. a rousing bait or bate, a great rage
(Eton). Anger; rage: from mid-1850's. May-
hew, 1857 (E.D.D.); Anstey’s Vice Versa, 1882.
University and esp. Public School. Perhaps a back-
formation ex baited, harassed or tormented.—2. See
Scotch bait, Welsh bait.—3. Food : railwaymen's,
esp. of those on a Pullman-provided train: from
ca. 1920. The Daily Herald, Aug. 5, 1936. Ex
fish-bait.

bait-land. A port where refreshments can be
procured : C. 18-19, nautical, t by 1867,

bak. See buck, n., 11; also v., 2.

bake. The head : a C. 20 military corruption of
boco, 1. F. & Gibbons.—2. A fiasco ; a useless act :
low and military: C. 20. Frank Richards, Old
Soldiers Never Die, 1933, ‘I found a stretcher-
bearer already attending to Smith . . . and he
informed me that it was a bloody bake, as Smith had
stopped it through the pound.” With bake, cf. Fr.
four, an utter failure theatrically ; pound is pound of
lead, rhyming s. for ‘ head ’ : late C. 19-20 (cf. lump
of lead).

bake, v. To rest, lie down : Winchester College,
C. 19. Whence (t by 1890), bakester, a sluggard,
Cf. also baker and baking-leave, qq.v.

bake it. To refrain from visiting the w.c. when
one should go there to ease the major need : low:
late C. 19-20.

bake one’s bread. To kill (a person): C. 14-19;
coll. > S.E.

*bake-out. The disinfection of clothes in an
oven: c.: from ca. 1920. Michael Harrison,
Weep for Lycidas, 1934. Sc.: of lice.

baked. (Of persons) exhausted : ca. 1790-1850,
coll.—2. only half baked, half-witted : coll. : from
ca. 1860 ; ob. H., 2nd ed.

*baked dinner. Bread—whichis baked : c.: from
ca. 1860 ; virtually ¥. Ex a joke played on new-
comers to prison.

baker. A cushion; any seat. Winchester Col-
lege, C. 19. Whence (1 by 1890) baker-layer, a fag
carrying from hall a prefect’s cushion.

baker (or Baker) !, not to-day. A lower-classes’
c.p. addressed to a man paying unwelcome atten-
tions (to a woman): 1885—ca. 1915. Ware. Ex
housewives’ reply to a baker and also ex a soldier
named Baker paying undesired court to a young
lady : see Baker’s Light Bobs.

baker, spell. To attempt something difficult:
C.18-19 coll. From old spelling books, where baker
was gen. the first dissyllabic word.

baker-legged, baker-kneed. C. 17-18, C. 18-19
coll : knock-kneed.—2. Effeminate : C. 17-18.

baker’s dozen. Thirteen counted as twelve;
loosely, fourteen so counted : late C. 16-20: coll.
>, by 1800, S.E. Florio, Fielding, Scott, ef alss.
Cf. devil’s dozen, q.v.—2. ‘ Grimly used for a family
of twelve and another’, Ware : proletarian coll.
(— 1909). ? ‘another on the way'.—3. The
Baker’s Dozen. The 13th Hussars : military : mid-
C. 19-20. F. & Gibbons.

baker’s dozen, giveonea. To thrash vigorously :
mid-C. 19-20; ob. H., 2nd ed.; Manchon. Cf.
what for, q.v.

Baker’s Light Bobs. The 10th Hussars: mili-
tary : from ca. 1870; ob. The reference is to
Valentine Baker (1827-87), who commanded them
—and developed their efficiency to an extraordinary
degree—in 1860-72. He was both a practical and &
theoretical authority on cavalry tactics. (D.N.B.)

baking. Very hot: with weather or day. Coll.:
from ca. 1850. .

baking leave. Permission to sit in another’s
study : from ca. 1885, Winchester College. Prior
to this date : permission to rest. baking place : a
sofa. Ex bake, v: q.v.

bakshee (C. 20 only), backshee ; ba(c)ksheesh
(most gen. form) ; buckshee, bucksheesh, buckshish.
A tip; gratuity. Near-Eastern and Anglo-Indian ;
from ca. 1760. Popularised by the British Army in
India and Egypt, esp. in G.W., though it was fairly
gen. even by 1800, The forms in -es are the more



coll. Ex the Persian (thence Arabic, Urdu and
Turkish) word for a present. See esp. the O.E.D.
and Yule & Burnell.—2. Occ. as v.t. and v.i.:
coll. : from ca. 1880. (O.E.D.)—3. (Likewise ex
sense 1.) Adj. and adv., free, costing nothing :
late C. 19-20: org. and mainly military.—4.
Hence additional ; unexpected : military : C. 20.
For senses 3, 4, see esp, F. & Gibbons; B. & P.—
5. A light wound : military, esp. New Zealanders’ :
in G.W.

bakshee (gen. buckshee) king. A paymaster :
military : C.20. F.& Gibbons. Ex the preceding.

bakshee lance-Jack. A lance-corporal : military
(esp. Australians’ and New Zealanders’): in G.W.

bala. ¢ Low, mean, or senseless talk ’, Bee : rare
London: ca.1820-50. Cf. Cornish bal, loud talking.

balaam. (Journalistic) ¢ padding ’ kept in stand-
ing type: Scott, 1826; slightly ob. A strange
perversion of the Biblical Balaam and his ass.

balaam-basket. (Journalistic) the receptacle for
type representing padding. Also, the basket for
rejected contributions (1827). Both senses are
slightly ob. Ex preceding.

balaclava. ‘A full beard’: ca. 1856-70. Ex
the beards worn by those soldiers who were lucky
enough to return from the Crimea. Ware.

Balaclava day. (Military) a pay-day. °Bala-
clava, in the Crimean War (1854—6) was the base of
supply for the English troops; and, as pay was
drawn, the men went ... to make their pur-
chases’, F. & H. 1 by 1914,

balance. The remainder : in England, orig. (ca.
1864) a sol. ex U.S. (1819 : Thornton), but accepted
by English business men ca. 1870 and > very gen. s.
by 1880 ; not yet acceptable to culture—though it
might, in 1937, be considered as having attained the
rank of coll. Blackwood’s Magazine, April, 1875,
¢ Balance, long familiar to American ears, is becom-
ing so to ours.” See esp. 0.E.D,, F. & H., Thornton,
and 8.0.D.

balb. To manceuvre (an enemy ’plane) into a
bad position: Air Force: 1918. F. & Gibbons.
Ex U.S. balb, to ‘get round’ a person. Possibly
connected with Balbus, who ¢ was building a wall’
(cf. next).

Balbus. A Latin prose-composition (book):
school coll. From the textbook of Dr. Arnold
(d. 1842): recorded in 1870, 1 by 1920. Cf. the
preceding.

bald. Sec bladder of lard. Cf. bald as a coot:
coll. : late C. 13-20. Apperson.

bald-coot. An elderly or old man that, in
gambling, is plucked : fast life (— 1823); { by 1890.
“Jon Bee’, Dictionary of the Turf.

bald-faced stag. A bald-headed man: from ca.
1860; ob. H., 3rd ed. Cf. stag.

bald-headed. (Of a ship in square-rig) ‘with
nothing over her top-gallants’; (of a schooner)
‘ without top-masts’: nautical: mid-C. 19-20;
ob. Bowen.

bald-headed, go (at) it. To be impetuous or
whole-hearted in an action. Orig. (— 1850) U.8.;
anglicised ca. 1900. Perhaps a perversion of
Dutch balddadig, audacious (W.).

bald-headed butter. Butter without hairs : trade
(— 1909); ob. Ware.

bald-headed hermit. The penis:
late C. 19-20; ob.

bald-headedly. The coll. adv. (1920, W. J.
Locke : witness .O.E.D. Sup.) corresponding to
bald-headed, go al it, q.v.

¢ cultured ’:

BALLAST-SHOOTING

bald-rib. A thin bony person: jocularly coll. ;
from ca. 1620. Ex S.E. sense, ‘a joint of pork cut
nearer the rump than the spare-rib’, 8.0.D.

balderdash. A nonsensical farrago of words:
from ca. 1660; coll. by 1700; S.E. by ca. 1730.
Prob. ex earlier (late C. 16-17) sense, ‘froth’.—
2. As adulterated wine, late C. 17-18, the term pre-
sumably never rose above coll. See O.E.D. and
Grose, P., for other, i.e. S.E., senses.

*baldober, baldower. A leader; a spokesman :
C. 19-20, ob., c. Ex German o.

balductum. Nonsense; verbal farrago: late
C.16-17. Orig. (and S.E.) a posset.

bale ; baal; bail. No!: Australian ‘ pidgin’
(— 1870). Ex Aborigine. Cf. cabon. Morris.

bale up. See bail up.

Balfour’s maiden. A battering ram: Parlia-
mentary, 1889 ; 1 by 1920. Ex the Irish elections
of 1888-9, when Mr. Balfour was Secretary. Coined

_ by Sir Wm. Harcourt.

balk. See baulk and baulk, in ; alse miss, give a.

Balkan tap is a Salonican Front variant (1916-18)
of doolally tap (q.v.). B. & P.

*ball. A prison ration of food, esp. the six ounces
of meat ; also, a drink. Both are mid-C. 19-20 o. ;
the former occurs in Brandon, 1839.

ball, open the. To begin : from ca. 1810 : coll.;
in C. 20, S.E. Byron; The Eton Chronicle, July 20,
1876. (0.E.D.)

ball, take up the. To take one’s due turn in con-
versation, work, etc. : coll. >, by 1900, S.E. ; from

ca. 1840. (0.E.D.)
ball and bat. A hat: rhyming s. (— 1914).
F. & Gibbons.

ball at one’s feet, havethe. To have something in
one’s power : coll. >, by 1880, S.E. ; from ca. 1800.
Occ. and earlier, before one.

ball before the bound, catch or take the. To fore-
stall, anticipate opportunity: coll. >, by 1800,
S.E.; from ca. 1640. (O.E.D.)

ball is with you, the. It is your turn; it is ‘up
to’ you: coll. >, by 1910, S.E.; from ca. 1850 ;
slightly ob. (O.E.D.)

ball-keeper. A fag looking after cricket-, foot-
balls : C. 19, Winchester College.

ball of fire. A glass of brandy: ca. 1820-60.
Egan’s Grose. Ex sensation iIn throat: for
semantics, cf. fire a slug, q.v.

ball of lead. Head : rhyming s., mostly and orig.
(— 1914) military. F. & Gibbons.

ball of) wax. A shoemaker: C. 19. Ex the
wax used in shoemaking.

ball rolling, or up, keep the. To keep an activity,
a conversation, going: coll. >, by 1840, S.E.;
from ca. 1780. (O.E.D.) Set the ball rolling there-
fore = to begin, start a thing going : same period.
Cf. open the ball, where however the ball = a dance.

ball under the line, strike the. To fail: coll.:
mid-C. 16-17. Ex (royal) tennis. Apperson.

ball-up. A kick-about at Association football :
Charterhouse : C. 20.

ballad-basket. A streetsinger: C.19. InC.19,
a street singer sang mostly ballads, which, now, are
much less popular; basket has perhaps been sug-
gested by the synonymous * street pitcher °.

ballast. Money : from ca. 18560, orig. nautical.
Whence (— 1890 ; now ob.) well ballasted, rich.

ballast-shooting. ‘ The strictly prohibited sail-
ing-ship practice of dumping ballast overboard at
the end of a voyage, to the detriment of the fair-
way ’ : nautical coll. : late C. 19-20; ob. Bowen.
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ballahou. ‘A term of derision applied to an ill-
conditioned slovenly ship’, The Century Dict.:
nautical : from ca. 1886. ? etymology: not im-
posmbly ex ballyhoo

gtmlho! Straits as imaginary
a8 they are narrow

(— 1864);
slightly ob. H., 3rd ed.

Ballarat lantern. See lantern, Ballarat.

balley. See bally, v.

ballock ; now gen. bollock. A testicle; gen. in
pll A éery old word, S.E. until ca. 1840, then a
vu

bg.llocks A parson: late C. 18-early 19.
Grose, 2nd ed. Often as ballocks the rector.—2.
Nonsense: late C. 19-20. Now gen. bollocks. Cf.
balls, all, and cods, qq.v.; very rarely with all.
Cf. also boloney.

ballocky. A bluejacket : C.20. F. &
Gibbons. Ex:

Ballocky Bill the Sailor. A mythical person
commemorated in a late C. 19-20 low ballad and
often mentioned, by way of evasion (cf. up in
Annie’s room), by the soldiers in the G.W.; he is
reputed to have been most generously testicled.
Pronounced and occ. spelt bollicky. Cf., as perhaps
partially operative, dial. ballocky, bollocky, left-
handed, or, hence, clumsy.

Balloo ; Ballyhooly. Bailleul: Western Front
military coll. and s.: late 1914-18. It was an
attractive town. Cf. Pop.—2. Whence, a trip to
Balloo, a pleasure trip : military coll. : 1916—carly
18. F. & Gibbons.

balloon. ‘A week’s enforced idleness from want of
work ’, Ware : tailors’ (— 1909) ; ob. Ex Fr. bilan.

balloon go up ?, when does the ; also the balloon
goes up at (such a time). When does it happen ?;
it happens at: 1915, orig. military ; slightly ob.
Cf. zero hour, q.v. (B. & P.)

balloonatic. A man handling a naval kite-bal-
loon: naval: 1915; ob. Punning lunatic. (Bowen.)

balloon - juice. Soda - water: ¢ public-house,
1883°, Ware; 1 by 1930. Ex gaseousness.—2.
Whence balloon-juice lowerer, a total abstainer:
ca. 1884-1920. Ware.

ballooning. Jockeying of the prices of stocks:
Stock Exchange (— 1890, ob.).

balls ; all balls. Nonsense (— 1890). In Feb.,
1929, it was held to be obscene ; by 1931 it had >
permissible in print. Low coll. For scmantics,
cf. ballocks, 2, and boloney (orig. U.S.), qq.v., also
the U.S. nerts (as an interjection). See esp. Allen
Walker Read, Lexical Evidence from Folk KEpi-
graphy, 1936 (Pans ; privately printed).

balls, bring through. To collect footballs to be
blown up : Winchester College, from ca. 1850.

balls of, make (a). To spoil; do wrongly
(— 1890). Low.

balls on. See do one’s balls on.

ballstoyou ! Ratstoyou!: low: late C.19-20.
(Cf. balls, q.v.) Manchon.

balls-up. To make a mess or a blunder of to
confuse inextricably ; misunderstand wholl do
altogether wrongly : low: C.20. Cf. US.
and (also for balls-up) the somewhat rare ball to
ﬂfl%s gen. of a horse getting its feet clogged with

of clay or snow.

ballum rancum. A dance at which all the women
are harlots; Grose, 2nd ed., adds, ‘N.B. The
company dance in their bu-bhday suits * : from ca.
1780 (Grose, 1st); 1 by 1800. Cf. buﬁ ball, q.v.
Ex ball, a testicle,

nautical coll.

naval :

BAMBLUSTERATE
bally ; g

en. balley. To depart (speedily): Lon-
don traders’ (— 1909); virtually . Ware. Cf.
hop it, polka, skip, wallz, qq.v.

bally, adj. A euphemism for bloody. From 1884,
says Ware (1909) who classifies it as sporting s. and
quotes from The Sporting Times, April 11, 1885.
W., after F. & H. (revised), suggests ex Ballyhooly
truth ; cf. blighter, blinking, blooming. See my Words !

ballyhoo. An abbr. (orig—ca. 1913—U.S.) of,
and from ca. 19256 more gen. than, ballyhooly
(though cf. next entry): s. >, by 1930, coll.;
now verging on S8.E. ‘The now recognised term
for eloquence aimed at the pocket-book’, The Times
Literary Supplement, July 19, 1934.

ballyhoo of blazes. ° The last word of contempt
for a slovenly ship’: nautical: C. 20. Bowen.
Perhaps ex ballahou, ‘ a West Indian schooner with
foremast raking forward and mainmast aft’
(Bowen).

ballyhooly. Copy-writers’ or politicians’ exag
geration ; ‘advance publicity of a vulgar or mis-
leading kind ’ (H. G. Lo Mesurier) : from ca. 1910 ;
coll. by 1925. Abbr. Ballyhooly truth, a ca. 1880—
85 music-hall tag perhaps ex whole bloody truth (W.).
—2. Sce Balloo.

Ballylana, drunk as. Very drunk: Anglo-Irish

coll.: late C. 19-20. Perhaps rather Bally-
lannan.
Ballymena(s). Belfast and Northern Counties

Railway shares: Stock Exchange (— 1895).
A. J. Wilson, Stock Exchange Qlossary. Ex Bally-
mena, the urban district and market town 114 miles
north of Antrim ( Bartholomew’s Gazetteer).

bally-rag. Sce bully-rag.

balm. A lie (— 1820; t by 1900).
Variant of bam, n.: q.v.

balmedest balm, ¢ Balm in the extreme’, Ware :
proletarian London (— 1909) ; virtually t.

balmy. (Always the b.) Sleep. Dickensin The
Old Curiosity Shop, 1840 : ¢ As it’s rather late, I'll
try and get a wink or two of the balmy.” Prob.
suggested by balmy slumbers (Shakespeare), balmy
sleep (Young): F. & H., revised.—2. An idiot:
low: C.20. Ex:

balmy ; perhaps more correctly barmy. Adj.:
anything from stolid to manifestly insane; gen.,
just a little mad. Henry Mayhew, 1851. Whence
balmy cove, a weak-minded man. Perhaps ex S.E.
balmy, soft, but see also barmy : the latter form
prob. suggested the former.

balmy stick, put on the. To simulate madness :
low (— 1923). Manchon. Ex preceding.

baloney, or -ie. See bolon(e)y.—Baloo. See

Berloo.

*balsam. Money: late C. 17-18, ¢.; C. 19-
early 20, 8. B.E.; Grose; Ware, prob. wrong in
stating that it was ‘orig. confined to dispensing
chemists’. Ex its healing properties.

Baltic Fleet. ‘ The Fourth Division of the Home
Fleet for some years before the War, when the
smallness of the nucleus crews reminded seamen of
Rozhdestvensky's ill-fated squadron ’, Bowen.

balum rancum. See ballum _rancam. (The
spelhng in 4th, 5th edd. of Grose.)

s bamb (C. 18). A hoax; an imposition :
Dycheo Dictionary (5th ed.), 1748. Ex:—2. As
v.i., to sham, be in jest (— 1754); v.t., hoax (in
print, 1738), a sense that was current as early as
1%07. Abbr. bamboozle, q

bamblusterate. Nomly to hoax or to confuse:
rare: C.19. Ex bam + bluster.

Duncombe.



BABMOO BACKSHEESH

bamboo backsheesh. A blow evoked by im-
unate begging for money: Anglo-Indian :
rom ca. 1850 ; ob. See bakshee.
bamboozle. To hoax, deceive, impose upon
(both v.t. and v.i.): Cibber, 1703. To mystify
(1712). Swift in 1710: ‘The third refinement
. . consists in the choice of certain words invented
by some pretty fellows, such as banter, bamboozle,
country-put, and kidney, some of which are now
struggling for the vogue, and others are in posses-
sion of it.” In late C. 18—-mid 19 naval s., it meant
‘to deceive an enemy by hoisting false colours’
(Bowen). As n., Cibber, 1703; bamboozling
(1709) is much more frequent and occurs also as adj.
(~ 1731). bamboozable, easily deceivable, is a late
(1886) development, and so is bamboozlement
(1855) : these two were never s. but have never
quite risen to S.E. Etymology still a mystery ;
prob. ex a ¢. word of which no record is extant ;
perhaps ex banter corrupted, or rather, perverted ;
W., however, suggests an interesting altcrnative.
er. A hoaxer, an imposer on others
(1712).
bambosh. Humbug; a hoax(ing): 1865: rare
and ob. Prob. ex bam + bosh, qq.v.
ban. A Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland : Irish:
C.18-20; ob. Ware, ‘ Bedad, one ban or anoder,
’tis the same man.” Perhaps punning ban, a curse or
edict, and banshee, the precursor of sorrow, as Ware

suggests.
beat. To tell a (too) marvellous

story : orig. and mostly Anglo-Irish coll.: late
C. 18-20. Grose, lst ed.; The Passing Show,
Jan. 21, 1933, has the variant, beat banagher.

banagher. To bang. I find no record earlier
than F. & H. (1890), which says ‘old’. App. t by
1900. Prob. a word heard by Farmer in his youth
and possibly a reduction from beat Banaghan or,
from ca. 1840, Banagher (or banagher) : this phrase,
however, suggests that banagher may be a develop-
ment of bang, to strike violently, a view supported
by the fact that the most usual form 1s this bangs
Ban(n)agher, an Irish proverbial saying, with which
cf. beat creation, for Banagher is a village in King’s
County (W.).

banana !, have a. A low c.p., expressive of con-
tempt : C.20; ob. Ex a popular song (Collinson).
—2. Perhaps ex the popular song, ‘ I had a banana
With Lady Diana,’ the phrase to have a banana with
meant, ca. 1905-30, to coit with (a woman).

Bananaland ; . Queensland; a
native of. Austrahan coll. (— 1887); slightly

ob.

bananas !, yes, we have no. Sec yes, we . . .

Banbury. A loose woman: low London: 1894,
The People, Feb. 4; t by 1920. Ware. By
association with hot-cross buns and ‘ (jam-)tarts ’.

Banbury story (of a cock and bull). °Silly chat ’,
B.E.: late C. 17-early 19. Cf. the C. 19 dial.
Banbury tale and see Grose, P.

banchoot, beteechoot. A coarse Anglo-Indian
term of abuse : late C. 18-20; ob. Lit., pudend.
Yule & Burnell, In late C. 19-20, gen. barnshoot,
q.v.

banco. Evening preparation, superintended by a
monitor : Charterhonse: from ca. 1832. Tod,
Charterhouse, 1900, p. 81. Cf. toy-time and, for
origin, the legal in banco.

beat the. See beat the band.—band,

follow the. See follow the band. Cf.:

band-party, the. Members of the Church of

BANG

England : military: late C. 19-20; ob. F. &
Gibbons. See also follow the band.

band played !, and then the. The fat is in the
fire: c.p.; ca. 1880-1910. Cf. good night/ and
Kipling’s ¢ It’s ““ Thank you, Mister Atkins’’, when
the band begins to play * (1892). Also then the band
began (to play): C. 20; ob. D. Coke, Wilson's,
1911.

bandage-roller. A sick-bay rating : naval: late
C.19-20. Bowen. Cf. Linseed Lancers.

Bandagehem, Dosinghem, Mendinghem ; or
Bandage-’em, etc. Jocular names for three hospital
stations in Flanders: military: 1915-18. F. &
Gibbons. On such names as Ebblinghem.

bandan(n)a. A silk (in C. 20, also cotton)
handkerchief, with white or yellow spots left in the
coloured base: coll. in C. 18 India, but there
a,ccéepted ca. 1800, in England in 1854 (Thackeray),
as S.E.

bandbox, (orig. that is) my or mine arse on (Bee,
in)a! That won't do!: a late C. 18-mid 19 c.p.
Grose, 1st ed. Ex the inadequacy of bandbox as a
seat.

bandboxical. Like, or of the size of, a bandbox :
coll. : 1787, Beckford, ¢ Cooped up in a close, band-
boxical apartment’, O.E.D.; slightly ob. On
paradoxical.

banded, Hungry: c. or low: 1812, Vaux; H,,
1st ed. Cf. bands, wear the, q.v. (With band or
belt tightened round one’s middle.)

bandicoot, miserable as a. See miserable . . .

bando! Make (the rope) fast: coll., Anglo-
Indian; whence London docks (— 1886). Direct
ex Hindustani bandho. Yule & Burnell.

bandog. A bailiff or his assistant : late C. 17-18.
B.E. Ex lit. sense, a fierce mastiff watch-dog: ex
band, a fastening.—2. Also late C. 18—carly 19, a
bandbox : either sol. or jocular.

bandog and Bedlam, speak. To speak in a rage,
like a madman: late C. 16-17 coll. Dekker.
Cf. preceding entry, 1.

bandok. See bundook.

Bandons. Shares in the Cork, Bandon and South
Coast Railway: Stock Exchange coll. (— 1895).
A. J. Wilson in his Stock Exchange Glossary.

bandore. A widow’s head-dress (the Fr. bandeau
corrupted) : ca. 1690-1760 : orig., perhaps S.E.;
by 1785 (Grose) coll. if not s. Note that the
0.E.D.’s two examples occur in very light works and
that B.E. has it. (The other sense, a banjo (itself a
corruption of bandore), has a different etymology and
was always S.E.)

*bands, wear the. To be hungry. C.19: c. or
low. Vaux. Cf. banded.

. ‘A circular gun-platform on a war-
ship’ : naval : late C. 19-20. Bowen.—2. A cruet :
naval and military : C. 20. F. & Gibbons, ‘ From
its shape.’

bandy. A sixpence: mid-C. 19-20 (ob.); c. and
lows. H.,1sted. Because easily bent : cf. bender
and cripple.

bandy. To band together: ‘— 1818°, says
0.E.D.; but B.E. (? 1690) has it = ‘follow a
faction ’ : so that, in C. 18, it was probably—until
ca. 1760, at any rate (for Grose does not give it) —
either s. or coll.

bang. A blow (— 1650). If on a thing, S.E.;
if on a person, still coll. (a8 in a bang on the nose).—
2. A sudden movement, (unexpected) impetus, as in
C. 18-20 with a bang. Coll.—3. ‘ The front hair
cut square across the forehead’ (1880), ex U.S,



BANG

(0.E.D.): a sense that rapidly > 8.E., though the
v. (1882) is even yet hardly 8.E. 4. A lie: s.
(1879, Meredith) >, by 1910, coll. ; ob. Cf. bang-
word, a swear-word : coll.: C.20. O.E.D.—6. A
piece of sexual intercourse ; whence a female in the
act : have a bang, be a good bang : low: C.20. Cf.
etymology of f**k.

bang, v. Tostrike. If the object is a thing, it is
S.E.; if a person, coll. (— 1550).—2. To outdo :
from ca. 1805 : coll.—3. (Rare) to have sexual inter-
course (v.t. and with a woman) : C. 20.—4. Loudly
or recklessly to offer stock in the open market, with
the intention of lowering the price if necessary :
Stock Exchange : from ca. 1880. Often as vbl. n.,
bamging.

bang, adj. Afraid, frightened: Midland and
Western Distriots of South Africa : coll. (— 1899).
Ex Dutch bang, afraid. Pettman.

bang, go full. To go at full speed or as quickly as

possible : coll. (— 1923). Manchon.

bang alley ; bangalay. The timber of Eucalyptus
botrioides : Sydney workmen’s: late C. 19-20.
Morris. Ex Aborigine.

bang Banagher. See Banagher.

bang-beggar. A constable (— 1865) orig. and

mainly Scots. I.D.D. Ex Northern dial.

bang goes saxpence ! A jocular c.p. applied to
any small expense incurred, esp. if on entertain-
ment or with a light heart : from ca. 1880. Popu-
larized by Sir Harry Lauder; obviously Soottish
in origin. Here, bang suggests a.bruptness: W.

bang-Mary. A ‘bain Mane’ kitchen sol.
(— 1909) verging on coll. Ware. Cf. bummaree,

n., 2.

bang-off. Immediately : coll.: C. 19-20. Ex
detonation.

bang-out, v. To depart hurriedly and noisily :
C. 19-20, ob. Adv., entirely and suddenly:
C. 19-20.

bang-pitcher. A drunkard: C. 17-18; coll.

Clarke, 1639. Cf. toss-pot.

bang-straw. A thresher: ? orig. and mainly
dial.: late C. 19-20, ob. Grose, 1785, adds:
¢ Applied to all the servants of a farmer ’.

bang-tailed. (Esp. of horse) short-tailed: T.
Hughes, 1861. Coll. rising to S.E. The n., bang-
tail, is recorded for 1870 by the O.E.D., which con-
siders it S.E.

bang through the elephant, have been. To be
thoroughly experienced in dissipation : low London
(— 1909) ; virtuallyt. Ware refers it to elephant =
elephant’s trunk, drunk ; but cf. rather elephant, see
the, and bang up to the Elephant, qq.v.

bang-up. A dandy: in fast life (— 1811); 1 by
1920. Lez. Bal.; 1882 in Punch. Ex the adj.:—
2. First-rate: Lex. Bal., 1811; Vaux, 1812,
implies that it may, slightly earlier, have been (the
certainly synonymous) bang-up to the mark; the
Smiths in Rejected Addresses, 1812: 1 by 1910,
.except in US. Cf. slap-up, q.v. Prob. echoic;
“but perhaps, as Ware suggests, influenced by Fr.
bien used exclamatorily. The form banged-up was
later and less used.—3. V.t., make smart, as,
passively, in the third of William Combe’s Tours.

bang-up prime. An intensive of bang-up, 2:
1811, Lez Bal.; 1 by 1890.

bang-word. See bang, n., 4.
bang up to the Eleplmnt ¢ Perfect, complete,
tﬁpro&ohable , Ware : London: 1882—ca. 1910.
reference to the Elefhmt and Castle Tavern,

long the centre of South London public-house life.

BANK-NOTE

bangalay. See bang alley.— -up. See
bang-up.

banged up to the eyes. Drunk : mid-C. 19-20, ob.

*banged to rights, be. To be canght ¢ on the job’
or in possession of stolen property: o.: C. 20.
(David Hume.) Lit., defeated utterly. Cf. dead
to rights, 2.

banger. A notable lie: from ca. 1810; t{ by
1900. Cf. thumper, q.v.—2. One who ‘bangs’:
Stock Exchange (—1895). A.J. Wilson’s Qlossary.
Ex bang, v., 4.—3. See stick and bangers.
The 1st Life Guards:

Bangers, the. military :
C. 19-20; ob.
bangies. Sec bangy.—banging. See bang, v.,

banging adj. Great: coll.: Grose, 2nd ed.
(1788), has a fine banging boy, but the O.E.D.'s
quotation from Nashe (1598) may be a genuine
anticipation of both the ‘great’ and the ‘over-
whelming ’ sense. One of the many percussive
adjj. that are coll. Cf. thumping.—2. In C. 19, a
banging lie.—3. Also, C. 19 coll.,, overwhelming,
as in a banging magjority.

bangle. (Gen. pl.) A hoop round & made mast :
nautical : late C. 19-20; ob. Bowen.

bangs Ban(n)agher and Ban(n)agher bangs the
world, that. A mid-C. 19-20 variant of this bangs
Ban(n)agher, beat Banaghan (etc.): see banagher.

bangster. A braggart : mid-C. 16-18 coll. verg-
ing on S.E.—2. Whence, victor : id.: Scott, 1820;
now 1 except in dial. (mostly Scottish).

bangy. Brown sugar : Winchester College, C. 19;
ex Bangalore. Adj., brown, whence bangies, brown
trousers : both, from ca. 1855, Winchester College ;
Bangy Gate, that gate ‘by Racquet Court, into
Kingsgate Street’ and ‘a brown gate from Grass
Court to Sick House Meads’ (F. & H.): 'id.; ibid.

banian or banyan. The skin: nautical: late
C. 19-20; ob. Ware.—2. A lounging-jacket or
short dressing-gown : at the R.M.A., Woolwich, in
the 1860’s. E.D.D. Ex S.E. sense.

banian- or banyan-days. Days on which sailors
eat no flesh : nautical : indirectly in Purchas, 1609 ;
directly in Ovington, 1690. In C. 19 (now rare),
the term > fairly gen., e.g.in Lamb and Thackeray.
Ex the Banians, a Hindu caste or class of traders,
who eat not of flesh.

banian (or ba.nym)-party. ¢ A picnic party from
a man-of-war’: naval: mid-C. 19-20. Bowen.
Ex precedmg Cf. banzai party, q.v.

; bannister. A baluster : 1667 (0.E.D.):
sol. until mid-C. 18, then S.E. By a corruption of
the earlier baluster : see W.

banjo. A bed-pan: ca. 1850-1910. Like the
next sense, ex the shape.—2. In Australia, C. 20 :
a shovel; hence, in G.W., an entrenching tool.
—3. Banjo. See ring, v., 6. Hence, in Australia,
all Pat(t)ersons are Banjo: C. 20.

banjoey. A banjoist : London society : 1890’s.
Ex banjoist 4 joey, a clown. Ware, ‘Said to be a
trouvaille by the Prince of Wales [King Edward
VII}), who brought banjo orchestras into fashion,
being a banjoey himself.’

bank. A lump sum; one’s fortune : C. 19-20
coll,, ob. An extension of C. 16-18 S.E. bank, a
sum or amount of money.—2. The Bank, in C. 19 ¢.,
is Millbank Prison.

*bank, v. InC.19-20 c.: to purloin; putina
safe place; go equal or fair shares.

bank-note. A piece of toilet pa
School (— 1925). Anon., Dict. of

: Bootham
m Slang.



BANK, GO TO THE

bank, go to the. To go to the Labour Exchange :
workmen'’s : from ca. 1924,

Bank of England Team. Aston Villa Football
Club: Northern sporting : from mid-Dec. 1935.
Ex the very large fees paid out by this club to get
such players as might save it from relegation.

bank on. To anticipate as certain: from ca.
1880 : coll. >, by 1910, S.E. Toconsider assafe as
money in the bank : cf. safe as the Bank of England.

bank up, v.i. and t. To complete, almost to
excess : North Country coal districts’ coll. (— 1896).
Ware. Ex ‘building up a huge fire’.

banker. A river running flush—or almost flush—
with the top of its banks: Australian (— 1888).
Coll. by 1890 and ‘accepted’ by 1900—if not
before.—2. See bawker.

Banker Chapel Ho. Whitechapel ; hence, vulgar
language : East London (— 1909); virtually f.
Ware, ‘A ludicrous Italian translation— Bianca,
white ; cappella, chapel . . . Anglicisation entering
in, the first word got into ‘‘ Banker” and the
second back into * Chapel ”’, with the addition of
the rousing and cheery “oh!”’

bankers. Clumsy boots or shoes : C.19,1 by 1890.

Bankers’ Battalion, the. ¢ The 26th (Service)
Battalion of the Royal Fusiliers, raised early in
1915 mainly from Bank Clerks and Accountants’:
military coll.: 1915-18. F. & Gibbons.

bankrupt cart. A one-horse chaise: ca. 1785
96 and very sectional. Grose, 2nd ed., ‘ Said to be
so called by a Lord Chief Justice, from their being so
frequently used on Sunday jaunts by extravagant
shopkeepers and tradesmen.’

bankruptcy list, to be put on the, To be com-
pletely knocked out: pugilstic: ca. 1820-60.
Egan, Randall’s Diary, 1823.

Bankside ladies. Harlots, esp. of the theatrical
quarter : coll. : C.17. Randolph, 1638. In 1721,
Strype ‘cxplains’: ‘The Bank-Side where the
Stews were ’ (0.E.D.).

bannister. See banister.

bannock. A hard ship’s-biscuit : nautical cata-
chresis: late C. 19-20. Bowen.

bant. To follow a special dietary for the reduc-
tion of obesity : from 1865 ; soon coll. Ex banting,
such a dietary (1863), devised by W. Banting, a
London cabinet-maker : a word coll. by the next
year, S.E. by 1870, but now slightly ob.

[ , the, as a military term, is S.E.; not,
as 80 often asserted, s. nor even coll.]

banter. Ridicule, esp. if wantonly merry or
supposedly humorous. B.E., 1690: ‘a pleasant
way of prating, which seems in earnest, but is in
jest, a sort of ridicule’. In 1688 it was s., but in
C. 18 it came gradually to mean harmless raillery
and by 1800 it attained S.E. Ex:

banter, v. Ridicule, make fun of (1667, Pepys) ;
in C. 18, prob. ca. 1750, it lost both itssting and its
8. associations and > S.E—2. As = to cheat,
deceive, impose on, it was current only ca. 1685—
1820. B.E. Etymology problematic; but if—as
Swift, in 1710, says—it ‘ was first borrowed from
the bullies in White Friars’, thén it is perhaps a
perversion of 1 S.E. ban, to chide.

banterer, bantering. The agent and action of
banter, v.: q.v.

bantling. A bastard, lit. a child conceived on a
bench and not in the marriage-bed : late C. 16-17
and, in this sense, certainly not lower than coll.
But = a child, a brat, it was (see B.E. and Grose)
8. in late C. 17-18.

BARBER’S CAT

banyan. See banian.—banyan-days and -party.
See banian-days and -party.

banzai party. Naval men going ashore on a
spree. The same as a hurrah-party, for banzai is
Japanese for hurrah, ‘ the phrase dating from the
British Navy’s enthusiasm for anything Japanese
during the Russian war’ (1804-5); ob. Bowen.

baptise. Esp. of wine, to dilute : C. 17-early 19.
Healey, Theophrastus, 1636. Cf. christen.

baptist. ‘A pickpocket caught and ducked’,
Bee: ca. 1820-50. Ex anabaptist, q.v.

bar. A slice of bread : Bootham School : C. 20.
Anon., Dict. of Bootham Slang, 1926.—2. One pound
sterling ; orig.,, a sovereign: c.: late C. 19-20.
(Edwin Pugh, The Cockney at Home, 1914.) Direct
ex Romany; the gypsies’ bar prob. derives ex
Romany bauro, big or heavy—cf. Gr. Bapis.

[bar, to exclude, prohibit, object to, and bar,
prep. = except, have always (from C. 16, C. 18
resp.) been S.E., though not quite literary since
ca. 1880 : they are idiomatic, not pedantic, and
here they are noted only as & corrective to F. & H.
Note, however, that W. considers bar, to cold-
shoulder, to be university s.; also, the Public
Schools’ sense,  to dislike (intensely)’, may be s. :
late C. 19-20 : see quotation at rag, v.t.]

Bar, the. Marble Bar, a township in N.W. Aus-
tralia: Austrahan coll.: from ca. 1910. Ion L.
Idriess, Flynn of the Inland, 1932.

bar-keep. A bar-keeper: coll.: late C. 19-20.
Abbr. bar-keeper. e

bar-rabble. A pre-arranged
Bootham School : late C. 19-20.

[bar sinister. SeezFowler.]

bar-stock, be on the. To carry ‘ the daily supply
of liquor from the store-room to the bar’: (liners’)
nautical coll. : C. 20. Bowen.

baragan tailor. A rough-working tailor: tailors’,
ca. 1870-1914. Ex barragan, a kind of fustian.

*barb, v.t. Toclip or shave gold. Ben Jonson in
The Alchemist. C. 17 c. Ex to barber.

Barbados. To transport to (formerly, the)
Barbados : coll. >, by 1700, S.E. : ca. 1650-1850.

barbar. A scholarship candidate from another
school : Durham School: late C. 19-20. Ex L.
barbarus, a stranger, a barbarian. Cf. ski, q.v.

. barbed wire, hanging on the (old). Sce hang-

barber. A thick faggot; any large piece of
timber : Winchester College, C. 19-20.

barber, v. See barberise.

barber, that’s the. A street saying of ca. 1760-
1826 signifying approbation. Grose, 1st ed. Cf.
such almost meaningless c.pp. as all serene, get your
hair cut, how's your poor feet, have a banana.

barber-monger. A fop: coll., C. 17-18. Shake-
speare. Frequently visiting the barber.

barberise ; also barber. Act as a deputy in the
writing of (a task or an imposition) :, University
and Public School: ca. 1850-80. °Cuthbert
Bede’, 1863. Ex tradition of a learned barber so
employed.

barberiser. A deck-planing machine : nautical :
C.20. Bowen. Because it ‘shaves’ so delicately.

barber’s block. See block, barber’s.

barber’s cat. A weak, sickly-looking, esp. if
thin, person: from ca. 1860; ob. H., 3rd ed.
Ware suggests that it is a corruption of bare brisket,
q.v. at bare-bones—2. A loquacious, gossipy, or
tale-beari rson : mostly military : late C. 19~
20. F. & Gibbons.

¢ famine ', q.v.:



BARBER’S CHAIR

barber’s chair. A harlot, ‘as common as a
barber’s chair’ (Grose). From ca. 1570; t by
1890. See e.g. Burton’s Anatomy and Motteux’s
translation of Pantagruel. (The whole phrase =
very common, fit for general use.)

barber’s clerk. A person overdressed : from ca.
1830 (ob.), esp. among mechanics and artisans.
The term occurs in Dickens. Cf. barber-monger,
q.v.—2. Hence, A well-groomed seaman not much
use at his job: nautical: mid-C. 19-20; ob.
Bowen.

barber’s knife, A razor: C. 18—early 19 : gpoll.
verging on (? achieving) S.E.

barber’s knock. ‘A double knock, the first hard
and the second soft as if by accident’, F. & H.
revised : ca. 1820-80. Bee.

barber’s music. Harsh, discordant music
(— 1660); t by 1800. Coll. bordering on S.E.
(A cittern was provided by the barber for his
waiting customers.)

barber’s sign. Penis and testicles: low: late
C. 18-19. Grose, 2nd ed., explains this scabrous
pun: see Grose, P.

Barclay Perkins, Stout :
virtually 1. Ware.
Perkins & Co.

*bard (or bar’d) dice. See barred dice.

bare-bone(s). A skinny person: coll.; late
C. 16-early 19.

bare-brisket. Thesame : proletarian : C.19-20,
ob. Suggested by preceding.

bare-bum. A dinner-jacket, as opp. to tails, the
full-dress evening coat. Australia: C. 20; low.

bare navy (or N.). The rigid scale of preserved
rations, without fresh meat or supplementaries :
naval: late C. 19-20. Bowen.

Barebone’s Parliament. The Little Parliament
(120 members nominated by Cromwell and sitting
July-Dec. 1663) : coll. nickname. Ex Praise-God
Barbon, one of its members. (O.E.D.)

bargain, beat a or the. To haggle : ca. 1660-
1700. Coll. >, almost imm., S.E. Killigrew,
Pepys. O.E.D.

bargain, Dutch, See Dutch bargain.

bargain, make the best of a bad. To combat a
misfortune : from ca. 1790; coll. till ca. 1840,
then S.E. Boswell, ‘According to the vulgar
phrase, ‘ making the best of a bad bargain™’,
O.E.D. But the phrase is found as early as
1663 (Pepys) with market (} by 1850), as 1680
(L’Estrange) with the rarer game (1 by 1800); in
C. 20, we often say best of a bad job. Apperson.

bargain, sell 8. To befool; as in Shakespeare
and Swift, who, however, uses it of a specific * sell ”’
practised at Court. 1 by ca. 1760. Coll. See
esp. Onions’s Shakespeare Glossary, Grose, 2nd ed.,
and F. & H. revised.

barge. Printers’ : either a  case ’ in which there
is a dearth of the most useful letters or a receptacle
for ‘spaces’ if formes are being corrected away
from ‘case’. Perhaps j. rather than s.: from ca.
1870; ob. H.,5thed.—2. Littlecricket: Sherborne
School : late C. 19-20. Prob. ex clumsiness of the
stump used as a bat.—3. See barges.—4. A dispute:
low : Nate C. 19-20. Ex barge, v., 1.—5. A crowd,
a mellay : Scottish Public Schools’: C. 20. Ian
Miller, School T'e, 1935.

barge, v. Speak roughly or abusively to: ca.
1850-1920. Albert Smith, 1861, ¢ Whereupon they
all began to barge the master at once’. Prob. ex
bargee.—2. Whence, at Charterhouse and Upping-

D.U.E.

Cockney (— 1909);
Ex the brewers, Barclay,

BARKER

ham, to hustle (a person): late C. 19-20.—3.
Hence (?), gen. barge about: to move, or rush,
heavily (about): late C. 19-20. W. Ex a barge’s
clumsy motion. Cf. the next three entries.—3. To
push or knock : Public Schools’: late C. 19-20.
P. G. Wodehouse, T'ales of St. Austin’s, 1903, ‘ To
him there was something wonderfully entertaining
in the process of * bargeing  the end man off the
edge of the form into space, and upsetting his
books over him.’

barge-arse. A person with a rotund behind :
low: ca. 1870-1910. Whence barge-arsed, which
Mr. Aldous Huxley would prob. define as cacopy-
gous.

barge in, v.i. To intrude; to interfere, esp. if
rudely or clumsily : C. 20. Manchon. Cf.:

barge into. To collide with: orig. Uppingham
School (— 1890). In C. 20, gen., and often = meet,
encounter esp. if unexpectedly. Cf. barge (v., 2),
barge in.

barge-man. (Gen. pl.) A large, black-hcaded
maggot of the kind that, formerly, infested ship’s
biscuits : nautical : mid-C. 19-20; ob. Bowen.

barge-mate. The officer taking command of a
ship when notabilities visited it : naval: ca. 1880-
1920. Bowen.

barge-pole. The largest stick in a faggot ; hence
any large piece of wood. Winchester College, from
ca. 1850; t. Cf. barber, n—2. A window-pole:
Bootham School: C. 20. Anon., Dict. of Bootham
Slang, 1925.

barge-pole, wouldn’t touch with (the end of) a.
One person thus indicates that he will have nothing
to do with either another person or, it may be, a
project : coll.: late C. 19-20. Cf. not touch with
a pair of tongs.

bargee. A lout; an uncultivated person:
Public Schools’ coll.: 1909, P. G. Wodehouse,
Mike.

barges. Imitation breasts: proletarian: ca.
1884-90. Ware adds: ‘Which arrived from
France, and prevailed for about four years . ..
From their likeness to the wide prow of canal-
barges ’.

barishnya. ‘An unmarried girl, character not
guaranteed. A Murmansk Expeditionary Force
term’: 1919. F. & Gibbons. Ex Russian.

bark. An Irish person: C. 19. See Barks.—2.
The human skin: from ca. 1750 ; in C. 18, dial.
—3. A cough: from ca. 1870 ; coll., as is the vbl.n.,
barking, (a fit of) coughing (— 1788 : see Grose at
Barkshire).

bark, v.t. Scrape the skin off : from ca. 1850,
e.g. in Tom Brown’s Schooldays.—2. V.i. To cough :
from ca. 1880.—3. ‘ To sit up at night to watch
the fire when camping out in the open veld’,
Pettman: South African: 1873, Boyle, To the
Cape for Diamonds. Ex a dog’s barking.

bark at the moon. To agitate, or to clamour,
uselessly : C. 17-20. Coll.; S.E. in C. 19-20.
With against for at, C. 16-17; S.E. after 1550,
having been coll.

bark off, take the. To reduce in value; as in
Dickens, 1849. (Take the skin off.)

bark up the wrong tree. To be at fault in an
attempt, an aim, a method ; follow a false scent ;
deal with the wrong person. Orig. U.S. (— 1833);
anglicised ca. 18980, but less in Britain than in
Australia and New Zealand. Coll. rather than s.
Ex a dog hunting a racoon.

barker. A pistol : Scott (1815), Dickens, Charles
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BARKEY

Kingsley. Variation of c., and earlicr, barking
tron.—2. (Nautical) a lower-deck gun on a ship of
war: ca. 1840-90. (0.E.D.)—3. One who, stand-
ing in front of shops or shows, attracts the attention
of passers-by (there are still several in the Strand):
B.E., 1690; Dyche’s Dictionary, 1748, and Grose,
1785 ; coll. by 1800, S.E. by 1850. Cf. bow-wow
shop, q.v.—4. A noisy brawler: Caxton, 1483 ; t
by 1660 in England, but extant in U.S. in C. 19.
——5. (University) a noisy, assertive man; also,
favourably, a great swell: C. 19.—6. A sheep-
drover's assistant, deputising a dog: Greenwood,
Oulcasts of London, 1879.—7. A person with a
nasty cough : from ca. 1880.—8. One who ‘ barks’
as at bark, v., 3, q.v.: 1873. Pettman.—9. A
sausage : lower classes’ and soldiers’: C. 20. Ex
that once excessively popular song, ¢ Oh vare, and
oh vare, is my leedle vee dog ? Oh vare, oh vare,
is he gone ?’ F. & Gibbons.

barkey. A little bark: coll.: from ca. 1840,
Barham (O.E.D.).—2. Hence, a vessel well liked
by its crew: as expressed by that crew: mid-
C. 19-20, ob. Bowen.

Barking Creek, have been to. To have a bad
cough : a ca. 182050 variant of Barkshire, 2, q.v.
Bee.
*barkingirons. Pistols : late C.18—carly C.19¢.;
recorded by Grose, 1785.—2. In the Navy, ca.
1830-70, large duelling pistols.

Barkis is willin(g). An indication of & man’s
willingness to marry ; later, to do anything. Coll.
Ex the character in David Copperfield, 1849-50.

Barks. The Irish : eitherloworc. To judge by
the anon. No. 747, in use ca. 1845, but prob. much
earlier. Cf.:

Barkshire. Ircland: C.19.—2. Also, late C. 18-
19, as in Grose, 2nd ed., ‘ A member or candidate
for Barkshire ; said of one troubled with a cough,
vulgarly styled barking’; ob.

barley broth. ° Oil of barley’, i.e. strong beer:
1785, Grose ; 1 by 1860.

barley-bun gentleman. A rich gentleman eating
poorly and otherwise living in a miserly way:
coll. : C. 17. Minsheu.

barley-cap. A tippler: late C. 16-17. E.
Gilpin, 1598.—2. Have on, or wear, a barley-cap, to
be drunk, a drunkard : late C. 16-17 coll.

barmy. Very eccentric; mad: mid-C. 19-20.
Ex barmy, full of barm, i.e. yeast. Cf. the (mainly
Yorkshire) proverbial saying, his brains will work
without barm, Ray, 1670; Burns, 1785, ‘My
barmish noddle’s working fine’ (0.E.D.); Ware,
1909, notes the variant barmy in the crumpet.
The E.D.D. remarks, ‘ frothing like barm [yeast],
hence, full of ferment, flighty, empty-headed .
Cf. balmy, q.v.—2. Hence, a mad or a very eccentric

rson : non-cultured : from ca. 1880. Also in
dial. (E.D.D.)

bamn. A public ball.room : London: ca. 1892
1915. Ware derives ex Highbury Barn, a ‘ garden
ball-room ’; possibly ex barn dance. Cf. Barner,
q.v.

barn, a parspn’s. ‘ Never so full but there is
still room for more’, Grose, 2nd ed.: C. 18-early
19 coll. whence the C. 19 Dorsetshire big as a
parson’s barn.

barn-door. A target too big to be missed ; coll. :
late C. 17-20 ; hence barn-door practice, battues in
which the game can hardly escape.—2. A hatsman
that blocks every ball: from ca. 1880 ; ob. Cf.
stonewaller.

BARNEY

barn-door savage. A yokel: ca. 1880-1910.
F. & H.,, revised. Ex dial.

barn-mouse, bitten by a. Tipsy: late C. 18-
early 19. Grose, 2nd ed.

barn-stormer. A strolling player: theatrical
(— 1859). H.,1sted. Coll. by 1884 (O.E.D.’s date),
S.E. by 1900.—2. barn-storming, ranting acting,
must also have long preceded the earliest O.E.D.
record (1884). They frequently performed and
stormed in barns: see, e.g., Hugh Walpole’s Rogue
Herries.

Barnaby dance. To move quickly or unevenly :
C. 18-19 coll. Ex ‘ Barnaby, an old dance to a
quick movement ’ (Grose, 2nd ed.) popular in C. 17.
Barnaby, it seems, was a dancing jester. .

barnacle. A too constant-attendant; an ac-
quaintance keeping uncomfortably close to one:
from ca. 1600; coll.—2. One who speaks through
his nose : ca. 1550-1660.—3, 4, 5, 6. In T c., there
are at least four senses :—A pickpocket : (? C. 18-)
C.19; agood job easily got : late C. 17-18 (B.E.);
a gratuity given, at horse-sales, to grooms: late
C. 17-18 ; a decoy swindler : late C. 16—carly 17 :
Greene, Dekker.—7. ¢ A senior officer who hangs
on to the job to which his juniors hope to be
appointed ’: naval: late C. 19-20). Bowen.

barnacled, ppl. adj. Wearing spectacles: from
ca. 1690 ; coll.

barnacles. Spectacles: in mid-C. 16-17, gen.
coloured; in C. 18-19, any spectacles: coll.
Prob. ex barnacle, a powerful bit for horse or ass
(as in Wyclif, 1382), for these old spectacles pinched
the nose considerably.—2. In c. (late C. 17-18:
B.E.), fetters.

*barnard. The (gen. drunken) man acting as a
decoy in Barnard’s Law (lay): c.: ca. 1530-1630.
Anon., Dice Play, 1532 ; Greene; Dekker. Ocec.
bernard.

*barnard’slaw. ‘A drunken cosinage by cards’,
Greene: c.: ca. 1630-1630.

barndook. See bundook.

Barner, barner. ‘A “roaring’’ blade, a fast
man of North London’, Ware, who derives it ex
‘ Highbury Barn, one of those rustic London
gardens which became common casinos’: North
London : ca. 1860-80. Cf. barn, q.v.

Barneries. The Adelphi Stores, The Strand,
London: London: 1887, The Referee, Feb. 20 ;
t by 1910. Ex Miss Barnes, the proprietress. Ware.

barnet ! Nonsense: ca. 1800-80, Christ’s
Hospital. ? cf. barney, 3.

Barnet Fair. The hair:
(— 1857) thieves’. ‘ Ducange Anglicus.’
often Barnet.

Barney. The invariable Australian nickname
(C. 20) of men surnamed Allen. Ex Barney Allen,
a famous and very wealthy Australian bookmaker.

barney. A jollification, esp. if rowdy ; an outing:
from late 1850’s; ob. H., lst ed. ? ex Barney,
typical of a noisy Irishman (cf. paddy, anger: W.).
—2. ? hence, crowd : low s. or c. (— 1859). Ibid.
—3. Humbug, cheating : low (1864). H., 3rd ed.
This sense may have a different origin : cf. * come /
come ! that's Barney Castle! . . . an expression
often uttered when a person is heard making a
bad excuse in a still worse cause ’, recorded in the
Denham Tracts, 1846-59, Apperson, whose other
two Barney proverbs suggest that the ultimate
reference is to ¢ the holding of Barnard Castle by
Sir George Bowes during the Rising of the North
in 1569°, E. M. Wright, Rustic Speech, 1913.—

rhyming s., orig.

In C. 20,



BARNEY

4. Hence, an unfair sport event, esp. a boxing
match (— 1882); ob.—5. ‘ Eyewash ’ (1884 +).—
8. A quarrel; a fight; grafters’ (— 1934). Philip
Allingham. Prob. x sense 1.
, adj. Unfair, pre-arranged : Bell's Life,
Jan. 3, 1885, ‘. .. barney contests have been
plentiful ’. Ex the n., 4 and 5.
Barney Dillon. A slnllm (g): Scots rhyming s. :
C. 20. (The Daily Telegraph, March 8, 1935.)
Barney’s. ‘St. Barnabas, a noted ‘ high”
'+ Oxford University: late C. 19-20.
Collinson.

Barney’s bull, like. Extremely fatigued or
(physically) distressed : a low c.p. of late C. 19-20,
esp. among Australians, Often was added either
bitched, b****red, and bewildered or well f**ked and
far from home: these two phrases occ. stand by
themselves.

barnshoot. ‘A corruption of the Hindustani
word bahinchut. A vile and unforgivable insult in
India, this word is a piece of gentle badinage in
Enx:fland,’ George Orwell, Down and Out in Paris

London, 1933. Earlier banchoot, q.v.

Barnwell ague. Venereal disease : ca. 1670-1850.
Ray, 1678. Apperson.

baron. An Army commander ; military : 1915 ;
ob. F. & Gibbons. Ex his power and importance.

Baron George. A stout man: South London:
ca. 1882-1916. Ware derives it ex ‘a Mr. George
Parkes, a portly theatrical lessee in S. London,
who came to be called Baron George; e.g. ““ He's
quite the Baron George !’’’

baronet. A sirloin of beef: Fielding, Tom Jones,
1749. Ex earlier baron of beef. This baronet,
jocular, was never much used; 1 by 1800.

barpoo, go. To lose one’s nerve or even one’s
head ; to crash: Air Force: 1916. F. & Gibbons.
Perhn.ps a blend of ‘ barmy’, ‘ potty ’, and ‘loopy ’.

barrack. See barracking.— Barrack. Berwick :
nautical coll. : C.18-20. E.g.,a Barrack master was
the captain of & Berwick smack carrying ‘ passengers
down the East Coast before the days of steam’
(Bowen).

barrack-hack. A woman attending garrison balls
year after year : from ca. 1860 ; ob.—2. A soldier’s
trull : from ca. 1850 ; coll. At this word, F. & H.
has a long list of English, French, Italian and
Spanish synonyms for a prostitute.

barracking. Banter, chaff; noisy jeering at
either visiting or native cncket or football teams
that offend the spectators, esp. at Sydney and
Melbourne ; not, as the S.0.D. says, ‘so as to
disconcert players ’, but merely to demonstrate and
emphasise the spectators displeasure ; Australian
(— 1890), coll. by 1897. The v., jeer at, interrupt
clamorously, appears to have arisen ca. 1880 as a
football term, which, in its sporting sense, it re-
mained until ca. 1896 barrack for, however, has
always (— 1890) meant to support, esp. to support
enthusm.stlcally A barracker, noisy interrupter.
is not recorded before 1893 ; as a supporter, not
before 1894. The various words were adopted in
England ca. 1920, though they were known there
as early as 1900. Either ex Aboriginal borak (n.,
chaff, fun), as the author of Auatral English and the
8.0.D. editors contend, or ex costermonger Cockney
barrakin, barrikin, gxbbensh & jumble of words
(— 1851), as W. suggests, or else, as I hold, from
barrikin influenced by boralc

barracks. The marines’ quarters aboard : naval
coll. : mid-C. 19-20. Bowen,

BART

barracoota, -couta. An inhabitant of Hobart,
Tasmania : Australian nickname (— 1898); ob.
Ex the name of an edible fish. Morris.

barrage. An excessive number or quantity :
military; 1917; ob. Ex the myriad shells fired
during a ﬁmrrage

barrakin. See

barrikin.

*barred cater tra(y) or trey. (Gen. pl.) False
dice so made that the four (quafre) and the three
(trois) were seldom cast: c. of ca. 1600-50.
Dekker ; Taylor (1630).

*barred dice. Card-sharpers’ tampered dice:
late C. 16-17 ¢. Greene (barddice).

barrel. A nickname for a round-bellied male :
coll,: C. 20.

barrel-fever. Il health, disease, caused by
excessive drinking : late C. 18-20 ; ob. Grose, 3rd

d., ¢ He died of the barrel fever’.

barrel of treacle. Love: low London:
t by 1920. Ware. Ex its sweetness.

barrel the better herring, never a. Nothing to
choose between them : coll. : from 1530’s ; slightly
ob. Bale,ca. 1540 ; Jonson, 1633 ; Fielding, 1736 ;
FitzGerald, 1852. Apperson. Obviously ex the
fish-markets.

barrel tinter. Beer: Yorkshire s., not dial.:
1851, Tom Treddlehoyle, Trip ta Lunnan. E.D.D.

Barrell’s Blues. (Military) the Fourth Foot
Regiment ; since ca. 1881, the King’s Own Royal
Regiment (Lancaster). From its blue facings and
its colonel of 173449, the celebrated General
Wm. Barrell.

barrener. A cow not calving for a given season,
i.e. for a year : farming coll. > S.E. : from ca. 1870.

*barrer. To convey (a ‘ drunk ’) home on a bar-
row : either low Cockney or c.: ca. 1870-1916.
Ware.

barres. (Gaming) money lost but not yet paid :
C. 17—early 19. Ex bar.

barrikin ; occ. barrakin. Gibberish; a farrago
of words; jargon: Cockney’s: Henry Mayhew,
1851 ; ob. Of the prob. Fr. original (baragouin)
H., 1st ed., rather aptly remarks that ¢ Miége calls
it “a sort of stuff’,” for Frenchmen still say Je

1883 ;

ne puis rien comprendre & ce baragousn. Cf. bar-
racking, q.v.
barring. For sure, certainly, indubitably :

C. 20. The Taslor and Cutter, Nov. 29,
Abbr, barring

tailors’ :
1928, ¢ A powerful shiner, barring ’.

none.

barring-out. (Schools) the shutting of the door
against a master : from ca. 1700; coll.; S.E. by
ca. 1840. Notable instances in Swift and Tennyson.

*barrister’s. A coffee-house affected by thieves :
o.: late C. 19— early 20. Ex ‘a celebrated host of
this name ’, Ware,

barrow-bunter. A female costermonger: coll. :
mid-C. 18-19; ob. by 1890. Smollett, 1771.

barrow-man. A costermonger: C. 17-19; S.E.
by 1700.—2. A man under sentence of tra.nspom-
ton: ca. 1810-50. Lex. Bal, Alluding to the
convicts at Woolwich, who are prmoxpally employed
in wheeling barrows full of brick or dirt’.

barrow-tram. An ungainly person: C. 19,
Lit., b.-t. = the shaft of a barrow (C. 16-19).

barrow wallah. A big man (oco., ing) ;
chota wallah, a little man (loosely, thmg)

Army coll.: late C. 19-20. B. & P. Direct ex
Hindustani.
bart. A harpoon: C. 19. Bowen, ‘ More used

by the sword-fishermen than the whalers’. Per-



BARTER

haps an abbr. of the { Westmorland bartle, the large
pin in the game of ninepins (E.D.D.).—2. Jocular
ocoll,, esp. in address (as in Galsworthy, The White
Monkey, 1924), for a baronet, which it abbr. in
superscriptions, Bart being much more frequent,
formal and polite than Bt.

barter. A half-volley at cricket: Winchester
College, from ca. 1835; there too, the v. = to
swipe (1836) and hitting barters (— 1890), practice
at catching. All, orig. coll, soon > S.E. See
F. & H., as well as Mansfield’s and Adams’s books
on the College (1870, 1878 resp.); also W, J.
Lewis, who, in his admirable lexicon, The Language
of Cricket, 1934, derives it from Robert Barter :
‘ He entered Winchester College in 1803, and held
the post of Warden from 1832 till 1861’ ; ‘ He was
renowned for his half-volley hits ’.

Bartholomew baby. A gaudily dressed doll
(1670), a tawdrily dressed woman (1682): the
former, coll., soon S.E., the latter always s. Both
1 by 1850 or so.

Bartholomew(-Boar-)Pig. A fat man: late
C. 16-17. Roasted pigs were a great attraction at
Bartholomew Fair (West Smithfield, London,
1133-1855) : see esp. Jonson's Rabelaisian comedy,
Bartholomew Fair, 1614,

Bart’s. St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, London :
orig. (from ca. 1880) medical students’.

base Trojan. A term of abuse: late C. 16—
early 17. Shakespeare, Henry V.

base wallah. A soldier employed behind the
lines; orig. and esp. at a Base: mulitary coll. :
1915-18. F. & Gibbons. See wallah : and C. E.
Montague’s Honours Easy. The New Zealanders
preferred base-walloper.

baseball. ‘Small, insignificant. [Orig. and
mainly U.S,, “1880 on’.] Sometimes hecard in
Liverpool. Suggested by the small size of the ball
in question’, Ware : as Liverpool s., it dates ca.
1890-1915.

*bagengro. A shepherd: tramps’ c. (— 1923).
Manchon. Ex Romany, in which -engro (man) is
a frequent suffix,

bash, to strike with a crushing blow (— 1790), is
S.E. in the North, only just S.E.—if not, rather,
coll.—in the South. The same is true of the n.
(from ca. 1800); certainly neither is dignified.
In c., however, it = to beat heavily with the fists
only: C. 19-20. Vbln., bashing. The origin is
obscure : but prob. it is either echoic or, as W.
suggests, a blend of bang + smash, or, again, a
thickening of pash. Whence :

bash, be on the. To be a prostitute: c.: C. 20.
Prob. suggested by batter, on the: q.v.

bash into. To meet (a person) by chance: low :
from ca. 1920. James Curtis, The Gilt Kid, 1936.
Cf. S.E. strike.

basher. A prize-fighter: low. Also, but in c.,
a professional thug. From ca. 1860.—2. A tin
receptacle holding treacle : naval: ca. 1850-1900.
Bowen.—3. A boater (hat): Bedford School:
C. 20. Cf. hard-hitter.

Bashi-Bazouk. A ruffian; mildly, a rascal:
from ca. 1870; ob. Orig. a Turkish irregular
soldier (from ca. 1850).—2. A Royal Marine, ‘a
name that appears to have been bestowed when
Phipps Hornby took the Fleet up the Dardanelles
in 1877°, Bowen; virtually t.

bagil. A C. 18-20 sol. for bezel, esp. in jewellery.
—2. A fetter on one leg only: c.: late C. 16-18,
Greene.

BAT

Basing, that’s. A card-playing c.p., of mid-.
C. 17-18, applied when clubs are turned up trumps.
Ex Basing House, captured in the Civil War while
the inmates were playing cards. By a pun: ‘ Clubs
were trumps when Basing was taken.’ F. & H.
revised.

basinite. A hot-water fag : Charterhouse : C.19,
A. H. Tod.

basket ! A cry directed, in cock-pits, at persons
unable, or unwilling, to pay their debts: C. 18,
Such persons were suspended in a basket over the
cock-pits (Grose.)—2. Hence basketed, left out in
the cold, misunderstood, nonplussed : late C. 18-
19.—3. Stale news: tailors’: late C. 19-20.
Perhaps ex waste-basket.—4. Oce. used jocularly-as
a euphemism for bastard (in the vocative): from
ca. 1930.

basket, be brought or go, to the, To be im-
prisoned : C. 17-18 coll.

basket, left in the. Rejected; abandoned:
mid-C. 19-20: coll. >, by 1890, S.E. Barham
(O.E.D.). Like the worst fruit.

basket, pick of the. The best: from ca. 1870 ;
coll. >, by 1910, S.E.

basket, pin the. To conclude, settle: mid-
C. 17-18 coll. Osborn, ca. 1659.

basket-making. Sexual intercourse : mid-C. 18-
carly 19. Grose, Ist ed.

basket of chips, grin like a. To grin broadly :
late C. 18-mid-19, coll. Grose, 2nd ed. Cf.
smtle like . . . chips, an old Shropshire saying.

basket of oranges. A pretty woman: °Aus-
tralian, passing to England’, says Ware: late
C. 19-early 20. Ex basket of oranges, ‘ a discovery
of nuggets of gold in the gold fields’: Australian
miners’ coll. : late C. 19-20; ob.

basket-scrambler. One who hves on charity :
C.17-18; coll.

basketed. See basket !

Bass. Bass’s ale (1849); almost imm. coll. ; in
C. 20 S.E. ‘Cuthbert Bede.’

make & To blunder: racing (— 1932).
Slang, p. 245.

basso. A shoal: nautical coll.: C.19. Bowen,
Perhaps ex Staffordshire bassiloe, the mound of
earth at or near the edge of a pit (E.D.D.).

bastard. A fellow, chap, man, with no pejora-
tive connotation : coll. : C. 20, chiefly Australian,
perhaps ex U.S.; see esp. Grose, P., and cf. the
colourless use of bugger, q.v.—2. Fig of a thing, an
incident, a situation: low coll.: C. 20. James
Curtis.

bastardly gullion. A bastard’s bastard : (Lan-
cashire dial. and) low coll. : late C. 18-early 19.
Grose, 2nd ed. Cf. bell-bastard, q.v.

baste. To thrash: from ca. 1530. In C. 186,
coll. ; thereafter, S.E., though far from dignified.

baste-up. A half-wit; an objectionable fellow :
tailors’: C. 20. E.g. in The Tailor and Cutter,
Nov. 29, 1928. Ex tailors’ j., wherein it = half.
made.

*Bastile. A workhouse : low (mostly vagrants’),
from ca. 1860; esp. in the North. H., 3rd ed.
Ex its short-lived S.E. sense (a prison) comes
steel, q.v.—2. Early in C. 19, among criminals,
Bastile was applied as a nickname to Coldbath
Fields Prison, demolished ca. 1890. (Ware.)

basting, A thrashing: in Shakespeare and till
ca, 1660, coll. ; then virtually S.E. Grose records
it as give (a person) his basting(s).

bat. A prostitute favouring the night: C. 17-



BAT, CARRY

early 19.—2. Pace: from ca, 1800; dial. >, ca.
1870, s. Prob. ex dial. bat, a stroke.—3. A spoken
language (orig. that of India): military: late
C. 19-20. Ex Hindustani for speech, word. Only
in bolo or sling or spin the bat, q.v.—4. A batman :
military : C. 20; but it > gen. military only in
G.W.—5. A drinking bout; esp. go on the bai, on
the spree : Canadian (ex U.S.): late C. 19-20.—
6. Price; come the bat, to mention the price:
grafters’ (— 1934). Philip Allingham. Perhaps
ex senses 2 and 3.

bat, carry (out)—occ. bring out—one’s. To
outlast others; finally to succeed: coll.: from
ca, 1870, Ex a batsman not out at cricket; the
lit, sense ‘goes back to the less luxurious days
when the man ‘“out’ left the bat for the next
comer’, W,

bat, oft (rarely on) one’s own, Without assist-
anco; independently: coll. >, by 1880, S.E.
(Sydney Smith, 1845.) Also ex cricket.

bat, sling or spin the. See sling the bat.

Bbat and wicket. A ticket: rhyming s.: C. 20.

& P,
bat-boat. ‘ An unusual type of Sopwith sea-
plane’: naval: 1915-18. Bowen. Cf. batman.

*pat-fowl, v.t. and i. To swindle; victimise the
simple or the inexperienced: from ca. 1585.
Greene. Very little later were its pure derivatives,
bat-fowler, a swindler, confidence trickster, and the
vbln,, bat-fowling. All 1 by 1840. Ex the noc-
turnal catching of birds by dazzhing them and then
batting them with a stick.

bat-mugger. An instrument for rubbing oil into
cricket bats: Winchester College, ca. 1860-1910.

bat out of hell, go like a. To go, esp. fly, ex-
tremely fast : Air Force coll.: from 1915. F. &
Gibbons.

batch. A dose or bout of liquor: late C. 18—
early 19. Grose, 2nd ed. Prob. ex dial.: ? cf.
baich, a quantity of things (e.g. bottles).

batch, v. See bach, v.—batchelor’s fare. See
bachelor’s fare.

batchy. Silly; mad: military: late C. 19-20.
Lyell. Perhaps ex Hindustani.

bate. See bait.

*Bate’s Farm or Garden, occ. preceded by
Charley. Coldbath Fields Prison: C.19c. Partly
ex a warder's name, Whence:

*Bates’ farm, feed the chickens on Charley. To
be put to the treadmill : o, of ca. 1860-90. Ex
preceding.

Bath, give the Order of the. To duck: from ca.

1890. Punning; cf, give the Order of the Boot.— -,

see order.

Bath,goto. To become a beggar : mid-C. 17-19.
Bath, being fashionable, attracted many vagrants.
As, ca, 1830-1930, an injunotion, often with addi-
tion of and get your head shaved : stop !, go away !,
¢ dry up, you're cracked ! ° In addition to beggars,
Bath drew lunatics, who were  supposed to benefit
from the waters’ of this noted spa (W.).

bath-mat€-(Gen. pl.) ‘The flooring of wooden
battens laid over the mud of trenches ’ : military :
1915 ; slightly ob. F. & Gibbons.

bathing machine. A 10-ton brig: sailors’, ca.
1850-1900.—2. Whence, & four-wheeled cab : Lon-
don busmen’s: ca. 1890-1915,

Bathing Towel. Lord (earlier, General) Baden-
Powell : from ca. 1875. Also, from 1900, B.P.

batman. In S.E.,, a ‘mauleteer’ of bat-horses;
hence, a cavalry officer’s servant. In G.W. it was

BATTLE THE WATCH

applied to any Army officer’s servant (the practice
has survived): a coll. that had by 1932 attained
unto S.E.—2. A third-term cadet avoiding duty by
acting as personal servant to a petty officer:
Worcester Training-Ship coll.: C. 20. Bowen.
—3. A sycophantic private : military coll.: 1915 ;
ob. B.&P.

*batner. See batiener.

*bats. A pair of bad boots: c. or low 8.: ca.
18565-1930. H., 1st ed.; Manchon.

bats, adj. Very eccentric ; mad, to any degree :
C. 20. Ex bats in the belfry.

Bats, Captain. George Ransley, notable Kentish
smuggler of the 1820’s : ca. 182040, then historic.
Bowen, ¢ From his readiness to employ batmen, or
armed bullies, to protect his runs from the Coast
Blockade men’.

bats in the belfry, have. To be very eccentrio;
mad, to any degree : late C. 19-20,

batt. A battalion : military coll. : late C. 19-20,
B.&P.

batta. See batty, n.

*battalion. A gang of criminals: C. 18 c.

1s. Account(s) for provisions: j.; not s.
nor coll. as implied by F, & H.]

*batt(e)ner. An ox: mid-C. 17-18 c. Coles,
1676 ; B.E. Beef tending to balten (fatten).

batter. Wear and tear: C. 19-20 coll. ‘He
can’t stand the batter,” H., 1864.—2. A variant of
butter, n., sense 2,—3. See batters.

batter, (go) on the. (To walk the streets) as a
harlot, to be debauched ; to be on a riotous spree :
from late 1830’s; ob. H. Rodger, 1839 (O.E.D.);
H,, 1st ed.; Whiteing, 1899, Presumably cognate
with U.S. bat (1848); of. bait, q.v.

batter through. To struggle through (e.g. a
part): proletarian: C. 19-20; ob. Ware. Abbr.
batter one’s way through.

battered. Given up to debauchery: from ca.
1860 : t. Cf. go on the batter.

battered bully. A late C. 17—early 18 term com-
bining two senses of battered, thus: ‘an old well
cudgell’d and bruis'd huffing fellow’, B.E.: low
coll.

battertang, battyfang. (Lit. and fig.) to batter,
maul : ca. 1630-1830, then dial. The former was
S.E., the latter (C. 18-20) is & sol.

batters.  Defective type: printers’: 1880
(0.E.D.) coll. >, by 1910, j. Ex batter, ‘a
bruise on the face of printing type ’.

' B&ttemea See simples, go to Battersea to be cut
Or the.

Battle-Axe Company, the. The ‘J’ Coast Bat-
tery of the Royal Artillery : military coll.: from
1809, when its predecessors (the 43rd Company,
7th Battalion, R.A.) received, for scrvices at the
capture of Martinique, a trophy consisting of a
French battle-axe. F. & Gibbons.

battle-bag. A big rigid airship designed to
operate with the Fleet : naval: 1915 ; ob. Bowen.

battle-bowler. A steel shrapnel-helmet: mili-
tary: 1915. F. & Gibbons,

Battle of the Nile. A ‘tile’, a hat: rhyming s,
(— 1859); ob. H., 1lst ed. Occ. battle (— 1874).

battle-royal. A vehement quarrel, a vigorous
fight : from ca. 1690; coll. >, by 1840, 8.E.
Ex medieval jousting between two sides each
commanded by a king (S.E.); also cock-pit j.

battle the watch. ‘To do one’s best against
difficulty. To depend on one’s own exertions’:
nautical coll. : mid-C. 19-20 ; slightly ob. Bowen.



BATTLEDORE

battledore. See B from a battledore, not to
know.—Cf. battledore-boy, one learning his alphabet :
late C. 17-mid-18: coll. or, rather, S.E. Here,
however, battledore is abbr. battledore-book, & horn-
book.

Battling ’Ells (or L’s), the. The “ L’ Class of
destroyers : naval coll.: G.W. (F. & Gibbons.)

Battling Third. The 3rd Destroyer Flotilla of
the Harwich Force: naval coll. : W. F. &
Gibbons, ‘Noted for its part in the action off
Heligoland, in August, 1914 °.

battlings. (Public schools’) a weekly allowance
of money (— 1864). Either coll. or j. Mostly at
Winchester, where used from before 1859: E.D.D.

*hatiner. See battener. (Coles spells it bainer.)

batty. Wages, perquisites : coll.: orig. (Hook,
1824), batta, ex Hindustani; in India it properly
meant (late C. 17-20) subsistence money, extra
pay on campaign, then pay for Indian service.
Yule & Burnell.

batty, adj. Mad: C. 20, esp. among soldiers.
Cf.—perhaps ex—bats in the belfry. ’

batty-fang. To beat: coll.: C. 19-20, ob.
Also, in C. 17-19, batter-fang. Prob., to hit and
bite l; Ware's ¢ evidently battre @ fin’ is presumably
a joke.

baub. See bob, 8’help me.—baubee. See bawbees.
—baubles. See bawbles.—baudye. See bawdy.

baulk. (Winchester College) a false report:
from ca. 1850. Hence sport a baulk, to circulate
one.—2. (Gen.) a mistake : mid-C. 19-20, ob. A
survival of balk, baulk, C. 15-18 S.E. for a mistake
or blunder.

baulk, give the miss in. See miss in baulk.

baulk (balk), at. To avoid: coll.: 1908 (O.E.D.
Sup.). Semantics: *jib at’.

baulk (or balk), in. Checked ; at a loss: coll.;
from ca. 1880. Ex billiards.

*baulker. Frequently spelt bawker, q.v.

‘baw-baw ’, quoth Bagshaw. You're a liar:
semi-proverbial c.p. (— 15670) ; 1 by 1700. Levins;
Nashe. Ex baw-baw/, indicating contempt or
derision ; Bagshaw, prob. for the jingle. F. & H.
revised.

bawbees. Money; cash. C. 19-20. In singu-
lar, coll. for a halfpenny, a ¢ copper ’ : late C. 17-20,
as in B.E.

bawbles. (Properly but rarely baubles.) Human
testicles : late C, 18—early 19. Grose, 3rd. Earlier,
e.g. in Shakespeare, bauble = the penis; this is
prob. S.E.

bawbard. Larboard: nautical coll.: C. 18-19.
A corruption of larboard (Bowen) ; prob. influenced
by Fr. babord.

baweock. A fine fellow, gen. derisively : Shake-
speare’s Henry V ; 1 by 1700, though resuscitated
by Ainsworth in 1862, Coll.; ex Fr. beau coq.

bawd. A procurer or—as always after 1700—a
procuress. In C. 14-16, 8.E.; in C. 17-18, coll. ;
in C. 19-20, literary. In C. 18-19 occ. a female
brothel-keeper. Prob. abbr. bawdstrot (0.E.D.).

bawdy bachelor. A confirmed’ bachelor: late
C.17-19, low coll, B.E. (But how hard he falls !)

bawdy banquet. Whoremongering: C. 16; not
recorded before Harman, 1667. ? c.

*bawdy basket. In mid-C. 16-17, ¢.; in C. 18,
ob. 8.; t by 1840. A seller—gen. female—of
obscene literature, ballads, pins, tape, but living
mostly by theft. Harman, B.E., Grose. Ex the
bawdy books carried in the basket.—2. A harlot :
this rarer sense (late C. 16-17) is indubitably s.

BAZOOKER

bawdy-house bottle. A very small one: late
C. 17-18: low coll. B.E., Grose,

*hbawdy-ken. A brothel: c. or lows.: ca. 1810~
80. Bee (at bodikin).

bawd(y) physic. A saucy fellow: ca. 15660-90:
o. or low. Awdeley.

*bawker. A cheater at bowls: late C. 16—early
17 ¢. QGreene, (= baulker.) At least once it is
misspelt banker (Greene, at beginning of 2nd Cony-
Catching).

*bawl. ‘To suck or swallow': East End of
Londonec. (— 1933). George Orwell, Down and Out.

bawl out. A C. 20 and perhaps catachrestic
variant of bowl out, q.v.

Bawra. The British Australian Wool Realiga-
tion Association: Australian coll.: from 1922,
See the editor’s Australia and New Guinea, 1937, at
‘ Commerce ’, § 12.

Bay, the. Port Elizabeth : South African coll. :
from ca. 1870. Ex Algoa Bay, on which the town
stands. Pettman.

Bay fever. ‘A term of ridicule applied to con-
victs, who sham illness, to avoid being sent to
Botany Bay ’, Lex. Bal.: coll.: ca. 1810-60. Cf.:

Bay of Condolence. ‘ Where we console our
friends, if plucked, and left at a nonplus’, Egan’s
Grose, 1823 : Oxford University: ca. 182040,

baywindow. A belly protuberant through
either pregnancy or obesity : mid-C. 19-20.—2.
Hence, and ex the baywindows of clubs: talk
imitative of that of clubmen: artisans’ (— 1935).

Bayard of ten toes. One’s fecet. Esp. ride
B. . . . toes, to walk. Coll. in late C. 16—early 18,
then dial. (ob.). Breton, Fuller, Grose. Breton’s
use in Good and Bad, 1616, tends to show that the
phrase had been current long before that. Ex
Bayard, a horse famous in medieval romance,
Apperson.

Bays. Shares in the Hudson’s Bay Company :
Stock Exchange coll. (— 1895). A. J. Wilson,
Stock Exchange Glossary.

Bays, the. The 2nd Dragoon Guards : military
coll.: ‘from 1767 when the regiment was first
mounted on bay horses ’, F. & Gibbons.

Bayswater captain. A sponger: ca. 1879-1910;
mostly London. Because so many of these club-
parasites resided in Bayswater, W.2. Cf. turnpike
satlor,

*bazaar. A shop; a counter: c.: ca. 1830-80.
‘ Ducange Anglicus.” Ex (and cf.) S.E. sense ex
Hindi—ultimately Persian bazar, a market.

bazaar, v.t. Torob; gen. as bazaar'd : Society :
1882—ca. 1915. Ware derives it ex * the extortion
practised by remorseless, smiling English ladies at
bazaars’.

bazaar (or B.), in the. In the (money-)market ;
to be bought ; procurable: Anglo-Indian coll. of
late C. 19-20. Thus, in Richard Blaker, Here Liesa
Most Beautiful Lady, 1935, an Indian Army officer
says, ‘ Garstein seems to think that Johnnie’s oil
shares are as good as anything in the Bazaar at the
moment.” Ex the importance that the bazaars
have in life in India.

Bazaar Motor-Vans. The French village, Autos
Bazars: military: G.W. (F. & Gibbons.)

[bazaar rumour, doubtful news, is Army coll.
(1882 ; 1 by 1920) that imm, > S.E.; but perhaps
it was always S.E.]

bazooker. A thing, esp. if mechanical (eg. 8
motor-car): low: C. 20. (R. Blaker, Night-
Shift, 1934.) An artificial word : of. ooja-ka-piv.



be. Am: when not dial., it is sol.: C. 18-20.
Dibdin, ‘I be one of they sailors ’ (Baumann).—2.
By (prep’n) : low coll. verging on sol.: mid-C. 19~
20. Ex dial.

be damned. See damned, be.

be good! A o.p. ‘au revoir’: from ca, 1912,
B. & P. Often be good and, if you can’t be good, be
careful /

. be gorra! See begorra!—be jabers! See
jabers |, be.—be there. Sce there, be.—be your-
self ! See yourself !, be.

beach, be or go on the. To be or become a
beach-comber: coll.: late C. 19-20. Cf.:

beach, on the. Ashore, whether on leave or
having retired from the sea : nautical : mid-C. 19—
20. Bowen. Also be beached, to be ‘ put out of
employment’ : naval: late C. 19-20. .F. & Gibbons.

beach-cadger. A beggar favouring secaside re-
sorts : ca. 1860-1910: coll.

beach-comber. A (disreputable) fellow haunting
the sea-shore for odd jobs (Blackwood’s Magazine,
1847). Coll.; from ca. 1870, S.E.; perhaps, as
Thornton implies, orig, U.S.—2. A river boatman :
nautical : from ca. 1860; ob.—3. A sea-shore
thief: ? c.: from ca. 1865.—4. ‘A yachting
tourist ’, Ware : nautical : ca. 1890-1915.

beach-men. ¢ West African surf men and inter-
preters ' : nautical coll. verging on S.E.: late
C. 19-20. Bowen.

beach-tramper. A coastguardsman: nautical:
ca. 1880-1910. Baumann.

bead-counter. A cleric, religious recluse, or
worshipper: coll.: C. 19. Malkin, 1809. Ex
the use of the rosary in the Roman Catholic com-
munion,

beached, be, See beach, on the.

Beachy Bill. A Turkish heavy gun a} Gallipoli :
military : 1915. B. & P.

*beadle. A blue roquelaure ; esp. to fly or sport
a beadle, to wear one: c.: ca. 1820-50. Egan's
Grose. Prob. because beadles often wore a blue
jacket,

[beagle. A spy, man-hunter: despite F. & H.,
it is S.E.]

beagle-ball. (Gen. pl.) A meat rissole served in
the Royal Naval College, Dartmouth : there : late
C. 19-20. Bowen.

" *beak. A magistrate: C. 18-20. In C. 16-17,
the form was beck, the meaning a constable (a sense
lingering till ca. 1860) ; also it was c., as beak itself
was until ca. 1850, since when the most frequent
use has been up before the beak, on trial by a magis-
trate ; in the G.W. this phrase = before the orderly
officer. See esp. Grose, P.—Hence, 2, in schools
(esp. Eton and Marlborough), from ca. 1880, an
assistant master.—3. The nose: Thackeray, The
Newcomes, 1854. (Very much earlier in dial. : see
the E.D.D.) See esp. Grose, P.: Manchon, 1923,
notes keep your beak up /, don’t lose heart ! : lower
classes’. All senses prob. ex Fr. bec, a beak.—4.
Sce beaker.
*beak,v. Late C. 16—early 17 c. as in Rowlands,
1610, * What maund doe you beake, what kind of
begging use you ? ’ (0O.E.D.).—2. To bring (a male-
factor) before a magistrate : low (— 1887). Bau-
mann, who rightly implies that it is used mostly
in the passive. Ex beak, n., 1.

beak, strop one’s. (Of the male) to coit: low:
late C. 19-20; ob.

beak-gander. A judge in the higher courts:
from ca. 1870 ; ob. (Ganrder = old man.)

BEANS, SPILL THE

*beaker, occ. abbr. tobeak. A fowl. C.19-20c.
as is (— 1839: Brandon) the derivative beak(er)-

hunter, a poultry-yard thief,
¥ C. 1819 c¢. Ex

. A constable:
beak, 1, q.v. Cf. beck.
beam, broad in the. (Of a person) broad-seated :
C. 19-20; orig. nautical.
beam-ends. The buttocks: Marryat, 1830;
Cuthbert Bede, 18563. Cf. next.
beam-ends, on one’s. Utterly exhausted:
nautical: ca. 1830-80. Marryat.—2. In a diffi-
culty (Dickens, 1844); short of money (H. May-

hew). Coll. Ex a vessel in imminent danger of
capsizing.

old buss. Any very broad ship : nautical
coll.: mid-C., 19-20. Bowen. Ex the broad

herring buss or smack ; cf. broad in the beam.

bean or bien. A guinea coin: prob. c.: ca.
1800-40; & sovereign: low: ca. 1840-1900.
(The guinea coin ceased in 1813 to be struck.)
In pl., money, esp. cash: from late 1850’s. H.,
1st ed. ? ex Fr. bien, something good.—2. The
head : late C. 19-20. Ex shapo (very approxi-
mate !). Whence :—3. (Gen. old bean, q.v.) A
man, chap, fellow: C. 20. Manchon—4. A
‘beano’ (sense 2): rather rare (— 1923). Man-
chon.

bean, not have a. Esp. I haven’t a bean, I'm
gi_nniless: late C. 19-20. (C.0.D., 1934 Sup.)

bean, not worth a. Of very little value : from
C. 13; coll. since ca. 1400.

bean, old. See old bean.

bean-belly. A Leicestershire man: mid-C. 17—
19. Adumbrated in C. 15. Leicestershire has for
centuries produced an abundance of beans.

bean-cod.  The Iberian type of small craft with
sharp lines and a stream raking aft from the water-
line’: nautical: C. 19-20; virtually {. Bowen.
Ex shape.

bean-feast. A jollification: C.20. Orig. (1808)
an annual feast given to workmen by their em-
ployers. (Tailors as early as 1890 applied bean-
feast to any good meal.) Hence bean-feaster, ca.
1883-1900, a participator in such an annual feast.
—2. The act of kind: low: C. 20; ob.

bean-pole or -stick. A tall thin man: coll,
(? ex dial.) > almost S.E.: from ca. 1830.
bean-tosser. Jhe penis: low: Ilate C. 19-20;
b

l')eaner. A chastisement : proletarian, mostly
London (— 1909); ob. Ware. Ex beans, give,

o

q.v.

beano. Orig. (— 1898) an annual feast : printers’.
—2. From ca. 1897 (see Ware), a jollification. Ex
bean-feast, perhaps (via lingua franca) influenced
by Sp. bueno or 1t. buono, good. Cf. bingo, q.v.

beanpea. An effeminate youth: ca. 1875-1915.
Ware. Ex a case of two youths, B. and P., tried
by Lord Cockburn (d. 1880).

beans. See

bean.

beans, abstain from. To take no part in politics :
not very gen. (— 1923); ob. Manchon.

beans, of. Vigorous; energetic; in high
spirits : from ca. 1870. H., 5th ed. (at full of
beans). Cf. beany, q.v.

beans, give. To chastise; defeat severely
(— 1890). Kipling.—2. get beans, be chastised.

beans, like. Excellently; forcibly: from ca.
1860 ; ob.

beans, spill the. See spill the beans.



BEANS MAKE FIVE

beans make five (white ones), know how many.
To be alert : Galt, 1830 ; adumbrated in Shelton’s
know how many numbers are five, 1612. Apperson.

beans in a or one blue bladder, three blue. Noisy
and empty talk: late C. 16-18. Origin obscure :
even Nares failed to discover it.

beany. Vigorous; spirited: from ca. 1850.
Cf. full of beans (see beans): beans being great
energy-makers.—2. Hence, in good humour : from
ca. 1860,

bear. At first (ca. 1700), stock sold in the hope
of a fall: either S.E, or j. Then (— 1744) the
speculator for a fall, as in Foote, Colman, Scott ;
the term > coll. only ca. 1900, Peacock having, in
1860, written: ‘In Stock Exchange slang, bulls
are speculators for a rise, bears for a fall.” Sce the
chapter on commercial slang in my Slang. The
orig. phrase was prob. sell the bear-skin, such bar-
gainers being called bear-skin jobbers, in reference
to the proverb, ‘ to sell the bear’s skin before one
has caught the bear’. Hence, sell a bear, to sell
what one does not possess: C. 18 coll.—2. The
pupil of a private tutor: late C. 18-mid-C. 19,
See bear-leader.—Also, 3, a very gruff person:
C. 18-20 coll. Notably used by Lord Chesterfield.
—4. ‘ A matted stone or shot, or a coir mat filled
with sand, dragged over the deck to clean it after
the fashion of a holystone’ (Bowen): nautical
coll. : mid-C. 19-20; ob. Ex ob. S.E. bear (bere),
a pillow-case.

bear, v.i. To speculate for a fall in prices:
Stock Exchange, from ca. 1840, as is the v.t. sense,
to effect or manceuvre a fall in the price of (a stock
or commodity). This term > j., and by 1930 it
was considered S.E.

bear, play the. To behave rudely and roughly :
late C. 16-17: coll. >, by 1600, S.E.

bearabob. To lend a hand : nautical and gen. :
C.19-20; ob. Imperative : look alive ! : nautical,
C. 19-20.

bear-garden discourse (or language) or jaw.
‘Rude, vulgar language’, Grose, 1st ed.: late
C. 17—early 19. With discourse or language, coll. ;
with jaw, 8. Ray, 1678, has ‘ Ho speaks Bear-
garden’. Apperson.

bear, it would bite or have bit you, if it were or
had been a. A semi-proverbial c.p. applied, as
B.E. phrases it, to ‘ him that makes a close search
after what lies just under his Nose’: C. 17-18.
Draxe, 1633 ; Swift. (Apperson.)

Bear-Leader, the. Boswell (1740-95), because he
‘led’ Johnson (Ursa Major): late C. 18.—2. Wm.
Gifford, the *bearish’ critic (1757-1826): early
C.19. (Dawson.)

bear-leader. A travelling tutor in the days of
the Grand Tour: Walpole, 1749 ; Thackeray,
1848; H., 1874. Coll. in C. 19; } by 1880. He
licks ¢ cubs’ into shape : W.

bear one’s blushing honours . .. See thick
upon one.

bear-pits, the. The empty and barred yards out-
side the ‘ zeros’ [w.c.’s] : Bootham School : C, 20.
Anon., Dict. of Bootham Slang, 1925.

bear-play. Rough and noisy behaviour: ap.
parently not recorded before 1883. Coll., soon 8.E.

bear-up. The act of pursuing & woman : coll. :
U.8. >, by 1900, Australian; rare. H. Lawson
(0.E.D. Sup.).

bear to the stake, go like a. To ‘ hang an Arse’,
B.E.: coll.: C. 15-early 19. Lydgate, ca, 1430 ;
Florio ; Defoe; Scott. (Apperson.)

BEAT

bear up, v. To support in a swindle (— 1828);
ob. by 1900. Hence bearer-up, such a supporter.—
Hence, 2, v.i., to ‘log-roll’: 1883, The Referee,
Dec. 2.—3. Have courage: coll, C. 17; S.E.
thereafter, though the imperative, bear up /, has a
coll. tang.

bear with, play the. To play the douce with:
dial. (— 1881) >, by 1889, coll.; ob. O.E.D.
(Sup.). ] .

beard, make a man’s. To outwit or trick him:
coll.: C. 15-16.

beard, to one’s. To a person’s face; frankly;
: coll, (in C. 20 S.E. and archaic) ; from ca.

enjoyer of women : late C. 17-early 18; B.E. and
Grose. Cf. US. low s. or c. beard-jammer.—2.
Also, the penis: C. 18-19.
bearded cad. A College porter conveying luggage
from station to school: Winchester College, ca.
1850-1910.
beard without a razor, make a man’s. To be-
head : coll.: ca. 1520-1700.
beardie, -y (or B.). A Christian Israclitc: a
Victorian (Australia) nickname: 1875, O.E.D.
(Sup.). A sect that let its hair grow.
bedargered. Drunk: low coll. (— 1859); ob. by
1910. H., 1st ed.; Ware.
bearing, vbl.n. Acting as a speculating ‘ bear’ :
from ca. 1860, Stock Exchange.
bearings, bring one to one’s. To cause to see
reason : late C. 18-20 coll., orig. (— 1785) nautical,
as Grose, 1st ed., indicates.
Indicative of, natural to, or tending to,
a fall in prices: Stock Exchange; from ca. 1880.
bears P, are you there with your. There you are
again !; sosoon ? James Howell, 1642 ; Richard-
son, 1740 ; Scott, 1820. +.
bear’s paw. A saw: rhyming s., mostly work-
men’s: late C. 19-20. Jokn o’ London’s Weekly,
June 9, 1934.
bearskin-jobber. A scller of ‘bear’ stock
(— 1726) ; money market ; ob. by 1750. See bear.
beast. Anything naturally unpleasant or mo-
mentarily displeasing, as a beast of a day (Baumann,
1887): coll.: from ca. 1860.—2. A youth that,
having left school, goes to Cambridge to study
before entering the University : Cambridge Uni-
versity ; from ca. 1820; very ob.—3. A bicycle :
youths’ : ca. 1870-90. Ware.
ast, drink like a. To drink only when thirsty :
late C. 18-19. Grose, 2nd ed. Contrast S.E.
drink like a fish.
beast with two backs. ‘A man and woman in
the act of copulation’, Grose; gen. with make
(the), as in Shakespeare’s Othello. 1 by 1830 and
prob. never gen. s.
beastie. A coll. and endearing form, orig. Scot-
tish, of beast : gen. only since ca. 1890.

. Unpleasant; bad (however slightly):
coll.; in C. 20, the adj. verges on S.E., while the
adv. has definitely remained coll. Cf. awful, ter-
rible. From ca. 1850, as is the adv., which = very.
Anstey, 1882, has feeling beastly; The Daily
Telegraph, 1865, ‘he was in good health . . .
looked almost ‘ beastly well”’: but adumbra-
tions appear in Barclay, 1509, Dekker in 1611, in
Johnson, 1778, and in Dickens, 1844.

beasty. See bheestie.
beat. A normal round (as of prostitute or police-
man): G. A. Stevens, 1788 ; sphere of influence :



BEAT

The Saturday Review, 1862, In both senses, coll.
for some forty years, then S.E. but not literary.
—2. Hence, one’s ‘lady friend ’ : naval seamen’s:
late C. 19-20. Bowen.—3. A newspaper ‘ scoop ' :
journalistic : from ca. 1925. (Richard Keverne,
The Man in the Red Hat, 1930.)

beat. Exhausted: from ca. 1830. Often dead
beat.—2. Baffled, defeated : coll.: from ca. 1840,

beat, get a. (Constructed with on.) To obtain
an advantage (over): from ca. 1850; ob. Inec,
the term implies secret, shady, or illicit means.

beat, have (a person). To be superior to, to have
the better of : from ca. 1910.

beat, off the. Out of the usual routine: Aus-
tralian coll. (— 1916). C. J. Dennis. See beat, n.

beat a carpet, couldn’t. Incffective; weak; or
of a very ‘ poor’ boxer: late C. 19-20; coll.

beat daddy-mammy. To practise the elements
of drum-beating : C. 18 military.

beat goose or (nautical) the booby. To strike the
hands across the chest and under the armpits to
warm one’s chilled fingers: coll.: from ca. 1880.
(0.E.D.) Earlier, cuff or beat Jornas. Jocularly
varying beat oneself.

*beat it. (Of criminals) to run away: mostly
New Zcaland: C. 20. Ex U.S. coll. beat it (to
depart). Cf. the coll. beat the hoof of C. 17-18.

beatit ? J,canyou. Well, I'm dashed ! damned !
etc. Coll.: C.20.

beat it while the beating’s or going’s good. To
depart at ease or without trouble: C. 20 coll.:
?ex US.

beat one’s way through the world. To push
onesgelf ahead : from ca. 1860 : coll.

beat the band. To be remarkable, superior,
startling: C. 20. Esp., That beats the band.—
2, Whence, to beat the band, greatly, cxcessively,
utterly, as in the Tommies’ translation of the Hymn
of Hate : ‘’Ate of the 'art and ’ate of the 'and,|'Ate
by water and ’ate by land,|’Oo do we ’ate to beat
the band ?}England 17 (W.). Cf. the prototype, to
bang banagher (sce banagher).

beat the hoof. To walk: late C. 17-18. In
Anthony Wood’s Athene Ozonienses, 1691.

beat the road. To travel by rail without paying :
low, mostly U.S. (— 1890).

beat the streets. To walk up and down : C. 19-
20 : coll. till ca. 1890, then S.E.

beat up the quarters of. To visit unexpectedly,
very informally : coll. : 1741, Richardson (0.E.D.);
Ware (the shorter form). From ca. 1891, gen. just
beat up. Ex S.E. sense, ‘ to disturb’.

beaten out. Impoverished: in very severe
straits : H. Mayhew, 1851 ; coll.; ob.

*beater. The decoy in & swindle : c. of ca. 1585—
1620. Greene. Ex fowling.—2. A foot: low:
late C. 19-20; ob. Manchon. Cf.:

*beater-cases. Boots: in late C. 18-early 19, c. ;
then low s. Nearly t in 1859, quite + by 1890.
Grose, 2nd ed. Succeeded, in mid-C. 19, by trotter-

cases.

*beating the bush. The inveigling of a prospec-
tive victim : c. of ca. 1585-95. Greene.

beau-catcher. See bow-catcher.

beau-nasty. ‘One finely dressed, but dirty’,
Grose, 2nd ed. : late C. 18—early 19.

beau-trap. A sharper, neatly dressed: late
C.17-18. B.E.—2. A loose pavement-stone, over-
lying water: late C. 18-early 19. Grose.—3. A
op outwardly well dressed but of unclean linen,
body, habits : late C. 18—early 19,

BECOS

beancoup ; often spelt bokoo. Plenty of;
many : military : late 1914-18, then as survival.
E.g. beaucoup beer or cigarettes. Direct ex Fr.
(B. & P.)

beaut. (Rarely of persons.) A ‘beauty’: non-
aristocratic : C. 20. Ex U.S.

beautiful. An adj. applied coll. by a person to
anything that he likes very much: mid-C. 19-20.
Cf. sweet.

beautity. To beatify : catachrestic: C. 17-20;
rare after 1800. (O.E.D.) .

beauty, bea. Gen. he's a beauty /, you're a beauty,
i.e. a person very clumsy or not to be trusted or
relied on: coll.: from ca. 1880. Baumann. Ex
ironic use of lit. sense.

beauty, it was a great. It was a fine sight:
coll. : ca. 1520-1600. Berners, 1523 (O.E.D.)
Cf. :

beauty of it, that’s—occ. that was—the. That is
the feature affording the greatest pleasure or keenest
satisfaction : coll. : 1754, Richardson, ¢ That’s the
beauty of 1t; to offend and make up at pleasure’,
0.E.D.

beauty sleep. Sleep before midnight, supposedly
conducive to good looks and health : Frank Smed-
ley’s first notable novel, Frank Fairleigh, 1850 :
coll. >, by 1910, S.E.

beaver. In the sense of hat, always—despite
F. & H—S.E.—2. As a beard, hence a bearded
man, decidedly s.: a passing term and pastime of
the middle 1920’s. Collinson.—3. Hence, a no-
score at skittles : from ca. 1926 ; ob. ‘ When the
nought is chalked up, people sometimes draw a face
in the circle and attach a beard or * beaver ” to it,’
Brian Frith in a letter to myself, Feb. 24, 1935.—
4. As ‘snack’, sce bever.—5. A warning : military :
from ca. 1910. B. & P.

beaver, cock one’s, To assume a swaggering air :
C. 17, as in that strange Cambridge Platonist,
Henry More, in 1642. Coll.

beaver, in. In tall hat and non-academical
attire : ca. 1820-60 : university.

beaver-fail. ‘A feminine mode of wearing the
back-hair . . . loose in a . . . net . . . which fell

. on to the shoulders.” Ex resemblance to ‘a
beaver's flat and comparatively shapeless tail’,
Ware, who classifies it as middle-class of ca. 1860-70.

bebee ; beebee. A lady: Anglo-Indian coll.
(— 1864). H., 3rd ed. By 1886 (Yule & Burnell),
no longer applied to ladies : in fact, in late C. 19-20
military, it = a bed-mate (Manchon). Ex Hindu-
stani bibi, a lady.

becalmed, the sail sticks to the mast,—I am.
¢ My shirt sticks to my back,’” Grose, 1st ed., adding :
¢ A piece of sea wit sported in hot weather’: a
nautical ¢.p. of mid-C. 18-mid-19.

*pbeck. A constable; a beadle: c.:
17. Harman. See beak, 1.

*beck, v. To imprison: (! C.18-)C. 19c.; rare,
Reade in his greatest novel, 1861.

beckets !, hands out. Hands out of your
pockets ! : nautical : C. 19-20; ob. Bowen. A
becket is a nautical loop or brackst.

Becky. Mary Wells, actress (fl. 1780-1810) Ex
her part in O'Keeffe’s comedy, The Agreeable Sur-
prise. (Dawson.)

become to be + p.ppl. To become: cata-
chrestic : C.20. E.g.‘Hebecame to beknownasa
most reliable person.’” By confusion of become
(e.g. known) and come to be (e.g. known).

ﬁ!m is a foolish spelling employed by those who

mid-C. 16-



think it represents a sol. : becos is a S.E. pronuncia-
tion ; one of two that are recognised to be equally
correct. In short, it rivals offen in ineptitude.]

bed, get up on the wrong side of the. Sec wrong
side.—bed, more belongs to marriagethan . . . See
legs in a bed.

bed, go up a ladder to. To be hanged: mid-
C. 18-early 19: low s. verging on ¢. ‘In many
country places’, says Grose, lst ed., ‘persons
hanged are made to mount up a ladder, which is
afterwards turned round or taken away; whence
the term, * turned off .’

[bed-bug. The entry in the first edition was
based on my foolish misapprehension of two pass-
ages in James Curtis’s The Gilt Kid, 1936.]

bed of guns. A ship over-gunned: jocular
naval coll. : C. 19-20; ob. Bowen.
bed one has made, lie or sleep in the. To abide

(patiently) by one’s actions : from ca. 1850 ; coll. >
proverbial >, by 1850, S.E. Hanway, 1753
(0.E.D.). By fig. extension of make a bed, to put it
in order.

bed with a mattock, put to, often amplified with
and tucked up with a spade. Dead and buried :
C. 18-early 19. From ca. 1830, the form was gen.
put to bed with a pickaze and shovel, while C. 19-20
dial. prefers put to bed with a shovel.

bed-fag(g)ot. A hussy; a harlot: coll.: C.19-
20; ob. (Not a Society term.) H., 3rd ed. Ex
fagot as part of firewood. Cf. warming-pan, q.v.
But bed-sister, - piece, and -presser may be S.E.

bed-house. A house of assignation where beds
may be had for any period desired : C. 19 coll.

bed in one’s boots, go to. To be very drunk : low
coll. : late C. 19-20.

bed-post, between you and me and the. Between
ourselves: coll.: 1830 (O.E.D. Sup.); Bulwer
Lytton, 1832. Variants with post, as in Dickens,
1838—door-post, from ca. 1860—gate-post, id.,—
gate, C. 20.

bed-post or -staff, in the twinkling of a. Im-
mediately : resp. from ca. 1830 (ob.), and ca. 1670-
1850 (Shadwell, 18676). Prob. ex its well-known use
as a ready and handy weapon: O.E.D.

bed-presser. Sec bed-fag(g)ot.—2. A dull, heavy
fellow : coll. : late C. 19-20; ob.

bed-sifter. A bed-sitting room: s. (from ca.
1890) >, ca. 1930, coll. Collinson. Oxford -er.
. bed-staff, in the twinkling of a. See bed-post,

in...

bed-work. Lit., work that can be done in bed ;
hence, very easy work: coll.: late C. 16-I18.
Shakespeare, in Troilus and Cressida.

bedad ! An Anglo-Irish coll. asseveration : 1710,
Swift ; 1848, Thackeray, ‘ * Bedad it’s him,” said
Mrs. O'Dowd,” O.E.D. Lit., by dad or (cf. begad,
q.v.) by God.

bedaubed all over with lace. A ¢ vulgar saying of
any one dressed in clothes richly laced’, Grose,
1st ed. : mid-C. 18-mid-19.

bedder. A college servant : Cambridge Univer-
sity ; from ca. 1870.—2. A bed-room: Oxford
University (1897); ob, O.E.D. (Sup.). Cf. bed-
sitter,q.v. Also,1n C.20, at certain Public Schools :
witness Desmond Coke, The House Prefect, 1808.

Bedford g0. A rich chuckle: taverns’: ca.
1835-60. Ex Paul Bedford, the actor. Ware.

Bedfordshire. Bed: C. 17-20, ob.; coll.
Middleton, 1608, ¢ You come rather out of Bedford-
shire; we cannot lie quiet in our beds for you’;
Cotton; B8wift; Hood E. V. Lucas, 1927,

BEEF A-LA-MODE

(Apperson.) Cf. blanket fair, cloth market, land of
nod, sheet alley. These simple witticisms (of. Gutter
Lane) are mostly old.

Bedlam, like. Confused, noisy, unreasonable, all
to a ‘mad’ extent : coll.; late C. 18-20. Ex the
famous London lunatic asylum.

*bee, put on the ; v.t., put the bee on. To ask for
a loan or a gift of money: o.: from ca. 1930.
James Curtis, The Gilt Kid, 1936. For semantics,
cf. the corresponding v., sting.

bee aitch. See b.%l.

bee fool. A b— fool (sce b.t.):
worthy, The Silver Spoon.

bee in a treacle-pot. See busyas . . .

bee in one’s or the head or bonnet, have a. To
have queer ideas, be eccentric: C. 17-20 ; adum-
brated in 15563 (Apperson); ob. Have an obses-
sion: C.20. A variant: one’s head s full of bees,
C. 16-20: this, however, also = one is (very)
‘anxious ’ or ‘restless’ (Heywood ; Franklin, 1745) ;
1 by 1900. Apperson.

bee-line, make or take a. To go direct: coll.;
orig. (— 1830) U.S.; anglicised ca. 1870 ; in C. 20,
S.E.

beebee. Sce bebee.

*Beecham’s (pills). Bills, placards, etc., showing
that one is an ex-soldier: tramps’ c. (— 1935).
Rhyming s. on bilis.

beef. Human flesh, as in put on beef, put on
weight: from ca. 1860. Coll.—2. Hence, in
pejorative address, e.g. you great beef, you / : coll. :
late C. 19-20; ob.—3. Strength ; effort: nautical
(— 1863) : whence beef up /, try harder,—also coll.
—4. The male member: C. 19-20; ob.—5. Cat’s
meat: Clare Market, London: ca. 1870-1900.
Ware.—6. A shout; a yell: theatrical : from ca.
1880; ob. Ware suggests, as genesis: bull—
bellow—beef. Cf.,however, beef /,q.v.—7. Seebeefs.

beef, v.t. To shout, yell : theatrical : from ca.
1880; ob. Ware. Cf. beef, n., 6, and beef /—2.
Hence, v.i., to ‘ grouse ’: military : C. 20. Man-
chon.—3. V.t. To hit, punch: low: C. 20.
(A. Hyder, Black Qirl, White Lady, 1934).—4. See

beet it.
Stop thief: o. >, by 1870, low s.: ca.
1810-1910. Vaux, 1812. (See esp. Grose, P.)
beef, be dressed like Christmas. Dressed in one’s
best : from ca. 1870; ob. Ex a butcher’s shop on
Christmas Eve.

beef, be in & man’s. To wound him with a
sword : late C. 18-early 19. Grose, 1st ed. Cf.:

beef, be in a woman’s. To have intercourse with
a woman: late C. 18-mid-19 (Grose, 2nd ed.).
Contrast preceding entry and cf. do or have a bit
of beef, take in beef, low for women #n coitu: C.
19-20.

*beet or hot beet, cry or give. To set up a hue and
cry: c.: C. 18-20, ob. Grose, 1lst ed. Oce.
whiddle beef.

beet, dressed like Christmas. Clad in one’s best :
proletarian : from ca. 1860.

*beet, make. To decamp: C. 19 c.
tate, q.v., and beef, cry.

beet !, more. Work harder : nautical coll. : mid-
C. 19-20. Cf. beef up /

beet, take in. See beet, be in a woman’s.

*beef, whiddle. See beef, cry.

beet a bravo. To lead the applause: music.
halls’: from ca. 1880 ; ob. Ware, Exbeef,v.: q.v.

beef -la-mode. Stewed beef: commercial Lon-
don (— 1909); ob. by 1915, 1 by 1920. Ware.

1926, Gals-

Cf. ampu-



BEEF-BOAT

beet-boat. See beef-trip.
beef-brained. Dull-witted: C. 17, coll. Felt-
* ham, 1627, Cf. beef-witted.

beet-head. A blockhead : coll., C. 18—early 19.
Unrecorded before 1775. Whence beef-headed
(— 1864): H., 3rd ed.

beef-heart. (Gen. pl.) A bean: low: late
C. 19-20. B. & P. Rhyming on fart: ex the
effect of (peas and) beans.

beet into if, put some.
try or work hard: coll. :
and beef up /, q.v.

beet (it), v. To eat heartily: C. 19 coll.; orig.
dial., then East End Cockney.

beet it out. To declaim vociferously: Aus-
tralian (— 1916). C. J. Dennis.

beet one’s way (through). To force one’s way
(through) : Rugby football coll. : C. 20.

beet-stick. The bone in a joint of beef: mili-
tary : ca. 1870-1910.

beef-trip ; beef-boat. ‘ The service of supplying
the Fleet with food '; the ships therein engaged :
naval coll. : G.W. Bowen.

beet to the heels (or, in C. 20, knees), like a Mul-
lingar heifer. (Of a man) stalwart, (of a woman)
‘fine ’ : mostly Anglo-Irish: mid-C. 19-20.

-tugging. ° Eating cook-shop meat, not too
tender, at lunch-time’, Ware: City of London,
mostly clerks’ (— 1909); ob

beef up. See beef, n., 3.

beef up ! Pull especially hard !, ¢ put some beef
into it * : nautical (— 1903).

beef-witted. Doltish: coll. verging on S.E.:
late C. 16-20; ob. (Cf. beef-brained.) As in
Shakespeare’s T'roilus and Cressida. Whence beef-
wiltedness (— 1863).

Beefeaters. The Yeomen of the Guard : from ca.
1670. Also of the Warders of the Tower of London :
C. 18-20. Coll. ex S.E. beef-eater, a well-fed
servant.

beefiness. Solid physique :
at Oxford.

*beefment, on the. On the alert:
F. & H. Cf. beef !, q.v.

beefs. Ordinary Shares in the Eastman Com-
pany : Stock Exchange (— 1895). A. J. Wilson,
Stock Exchange Glossary.

beefy. Thick, esp. of hands or ankles (— 1859) ;
obhese, fleshy (— 1860); stolid (1859): coll., all
three senses.—2. Lucky (— 1874). H., 5th ed.

Beelzebub’s Paradise. Hell: C. 19-20 literary
coll.; ob. Ex St. Matthew x. 25 and xii. 27
(F. & H.). Heywood, in his Proverbs, 1646, had
used Beelzebub’s bower.

been. Sol. for has (or have) been ;
went, C.17-20.—2. See bene.

been and (dome). A tautological elaboration,
indicative of surprise or annoyance, of the second
partnc:ple illiterate coll. : 1837, Dickens, ‘See
what you've been and done, 0.E.D. Cf.:

been and gone and done it, I (etc. haveor he (etc.)
has. A jocularly coll. emphasised form of I have
(etc.) done it, with esp. reference to marriage.
C. 20. Ware. Ex illiterate speech (gorn and done
it or as in precedmg entry) of. P. G. Wodehouse,

" Tales of St. Austin’s, 1903, * Captain Kettle had, in
the expressive language of the man in the street,
been and gone and done it.’ This elaboration is
peculiarly reminiscent of vem, vids, vics, which is a
rhetorical amplification of vics,

been in the sun. Drunk. Variant been standing

(Gen., imperative.) To
C. 20. Cf. more beef !

coll., orig. (— 1859)
c. (— 1903).

was, were ;

BEE’S KNEE

too long in the sun ; cf. have the sun in one’s eyes, be
tipsy. Of these the first is C. 1820 and recorded in
Grose, the other two are C. 19-20.

been there. (Of women) having sexual experi-
ence: C.19-20. (Of men) experienced ; shrewd :
anglicised ca. 1900 ex (— 1888) U.S. Both senses
;re coll., and rare except when preceded by kas or
ave.

*beenship. See beneship.

Beer. See Ack.—2. See:

Beer. Burton-on-Trent: railwaymen’s: from
ca. 1920. The Daily Herald, Aug. 5, 1936. So
much beer is brewed there.

beer, v. To drink beer; to become intoxicated :
coll. ; ca. 1780-1850, as in Peter Pindar,

beer, do a. To take a drink of beer: coll.
(— 1880). See do a beer, a bitter.

beer, in. Drunk: C. 19-20. A coll. that, ca.
1880, > S.E. Cf. in liquor.

beer, on the. On a bout of drinking : lower-class
coll. (— 1909). Ware. More gen., on the

beer, small, n. and adj. (Something) unim-
portant, trifling: C. 17-20, coll. Shakespeare in
Othello : * To suckle fools, and chronicle small beer’.
Hence think no small beer of oneself, have a good
opinion of oneself, as in De Quincey (? earliest
record), 1840.

Beer and Bible Association. Licensed victual-
lers’ leaders (‘ many of whom were strong High
Churchmen’, Dawson) and Conservatives leagued
to resist a measure introduced by moderate Liberals
in 1873. The Morning Advertiser, earlier known as
The Qin and Gospel Qazette (it artfully backed beer
a8 well as the Bible), was thereupon called The Beer
and Bible Gazette. The B.and B. terms were ob. by
1882.

beer and skittles, not all. Not wholly pleasant :
coll. from ca. 1860 ; by 1930 almost S.E.

beer-barrel. The human body : C. 19-20, coll.;
ob. Cf. bacon and :

beer-bottle. ‘A stout, red-faced man’: Lon-
don streets’ (— 1809); ob. Ware.

beer-drink. A gathering of aborigines to drink

‘Kaffir beer’: South African coll.: from the
1890’s. Pettman.
r-eater. A mighty drinker of beer : 1887, The

Referee, Aug. 21 ; ob., except in the Army. Ware.
beer o(h). A c.p. cry among artisans exacting a
{i;e for some breach or omission: ca. 1850-1900.
are.
beer-slinger. A drinker, esp. if frequent, of beer :
from ca. 1870.
Beer Street (or beer stmet) The throat: low
(— 1909); ob. Cf. Guiter Lane.
beerage. See beerocracy. (Ca. 1880-1900.)
beeriness. Near-intoxication: coll. from ca.
1865. Ex S.E. beery (1859 : H., 1st ed.).

. Brewers and publicans: coined in
either 1880 or 1881. This might be described as
pedantic coll. ; the likewise coll, beerage, which, esp.
as beerage and peerage, was much neater and much
more viable, had app. > 1 by 1909 if not, indeed,
by 1900 (Ware's testimony being ambxguous)

boerylmﬂ A fool : rhyming s. on muﬁ’ C. 20.
Bees (the B.). The Brentford ‘soccer’ team:
sporting : C. 20.—2. bees. Seebem...
bees and honey. Money : rhyming s.
later than 1892. E.D.D.
bees, his head is full of. To be very anxious,
fanciful, restless : coll. : ca. 15640-1850. Apperson.
bee’s knee, not as big s a. Very small; gen.

: from not



BED

applied to a tiny piece of anything : late C. 18-20:
coll. (ob.) and dial. verging on 8.E. Locker-Lamp-
son, 1896. Apperson.

bee’s knees, the, The acme of perfection,
beauty, attractiveness, skill, desirability, etc.:
from ca. 1930. Only this year (1936) I heard a girl
described as ‘ a screamer, a smasher, a—oh ! the
bee’s knees .  Cf. the cat’s pyjamas.

*bees-wax. Soft, inferior cheese : c. or low s.:
Moncrieff, in T'om and Jerry, 1821 ; ob.—2. Whence
(1), a bore: gen. as old bees-wax : ca. 1850-1900.

bees-waxers. Football-boots: Winchester Col-
lege, from ca. 1840,

bees-wing, old. A nickname for a genial drinker :
from ca. 1870 ; gen. in address. Ex the film in
long-kept port wine.

beestie. See bheestie.

beetle, as deaf or dull or dumb as a. Extremely
deaf, dull, or dumb: coll. verging on S.E.: resp.
C. 18-19, C. 16-17, and C. 17-18. This may refer
to the implement, not the insect.

beetle-case. A large boot or shoe: ca. 1850-

00,

beetle-crusher. A large, esp. if flat, foot : from
ca. 1840 and popularised by Leech in Punch. In
this sense, no longer gen. after 1880, beetle-squasher
was an occ. variant.—2. A large boot or shoe
(— 1869): in G.W. an Army boot. °The blue-
jacket’s name for a Marine’s boots, never his own’,
Bowen.—3. (Military) an infantryman: from ca.
1885 ; cf. the more usual mud-crusher.

beetle-crushing. Solid of tread : coll., from ca.
1870. Anon., Anteros, 1871,

beetle off. To fly straight in departure: Air
Force: 1915. F. & Gibbons, ¢ As a beetle flies’.
Since the War, beetle about, to wander about
actively, as frequently in John Brandon’s The One-
Minute Murder, 1934, and beetle off, to depart, as in
Denis Mackail's Summer Leaves, 1934,

beetle-squasher. See beetle-crusher.

beetle-sticker. An entomologist : from ca. 1870 ;
perhaps coll. rather than s., H., 5th ed.

beetles. Colorado mme stocks : Stock Exchange
(— 1887).

beetle’s (or beetles’) blood. Stout (the drink):
Anglo-Irish (— 1935). Ex the colour and the con-
sistency.

beetroot mug. A red face: London streets’ :
ca. 1870-1915. Prob. coined by Charles Ross, that
creator of Ally Sloper, who was ‘ a humorist of the
more popular kind ’ (Ware).

beezer. A nose: from late 1920’s; ? orig. U.S.
C.0.D., 1934 Sup. Perhaps ex boco + sneezer.

before for until is catachrestic: throughout
Mod. E.

before the wind. Well-placed, prospering, for-
tunate : coll.: from ca. 1840 ; orig. nautical,

betore you bought your shovel ! A tailors’ c.p.
implying that something has been done, or thought
of, before: C. 20. Cf.:

before you came (orcome)up ! See cameup . . .
Elaborations were ’fore you listed, before you had a
regimenial numper or your number was dry (or up) or
you knew what a bution-stick was or you was breeched
or you nipped, also before your b*****ks dropped or
you lost the cradle-marks off your a*se ; or when your
mother was cutting-bread on you or while you were
clapping your hands at Charlie (Chaplin) or when you
were off to school (with tags); or I was cutting barbed
wire while you was or were cutting your teeth, B. & P.
The prototype is the proverbial saying (Fuller,
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1732), your mamma’s milk ts scarce out of your nose
yet: Apperson. There is also a Shakespearian
anticipation : see at nails on one’s toes,

beforehand with the world. Having a reserve of
money : from ca. 1640; coll.; in C. 19 S,E.;
C. 20, archaic.

beg (a person) for a fool, an idiot or an innocent.
To consider, set down as a fool ; from ca. 1580 :
coll. >, ca. 1700, S.E. ; in C, 19-20, archaic. (0.E.D.)

begad | An exclamation, gen. in support : coll.:
1742, Fielding (0.E.D.). Ex by God !

begarra ! An occ. variant of begorra(h) /, q.v.

beggar. A euphemism for bugger : whether n. or
v. E.g.mn I'll be beggared if . . ./, Iswear I won’t
. :C, 19-20.—2. (N. only.) Playfully cell. :
from ca. 1830 ; cf, scamp.—3. A man, chap, fellow :
from ca. 1850.

beggar boy’s ass. Bass (the drink) : rhymings. :
late C. 19-20. P. P., Rhyming Slang, 1932.
Often abbr. to beggar boy’s. (There is a curious con-
nexion between P.P.’s volume of rhyming s. and that
dict. which had been pubhshed only the year before :
J. Phillips’s Dict. of Rhyming Slang.)

beggar on the gentleman, put the. To drink beer
after spirits: mid-C. 19-20, ob. H., 6th ed. A
varnant of churl (up)on the gentleman.

beggar-maker. A publican: late C. 18-early 19,
coll. Grose, Ist ed., where also beggar-makers, an
ale-house: an entry that should, I think, read
beggar-maker, etc., for the singular is all that is
necessary.,

beggared if. Sce beggar, 1.

beggarly. Mere: coll.; C. 19-20. E.g. ‘He
gave the rescuer a beggarly fiver.’

beggars. Cards of denomination 2 to 10: coll.,
C. 19-20; ob.

beggar’s benison. ‘May your p***k and (your)
purse never fall you’: low: C. 18-early 19.
Grose, 1st ed. Cf. best in Christendom, both ends of
the busk, and the sailor's farewell, qq.v.

beggars’ bolts or bullets. Stones : coll., resp. late
C. 16-17, late C. 18—early 19 (as in Grosc, 1st ed.).

beggar’s brown. Scotch snuff: coll.: C. 19-20;
ob. Orig. and mainly Scottish. It 18 light brown
in colour,

beggar’s bush, go (home) by. To be ruined : late
C. 16-19; 1n 1564, Bullein has a rare variant, thus :
‘In the ende thei go home . . . by weepyng cross,
by beggers barne, and by knave’s acre,” Apperson.
Beggars have always, in summer, slept under trees
and bushes; in winter, if possible, they naturally
seek a barn.

beggar’s plush. Corduroy or perhaps cotton
vglsvet: late C. 17-18 coll. The London Gazelte,
1688.

beggar’s velvet. Downy matter accumulating
under furniture : C. 19-20, ob. ; coll. Cf. sluts’ wool.

begin to, not to. ‘Not to (do something)’
emphasised ; to be in no way; fall short of being
or doing : coll.: U.S. (1842 : Thornton), anglicised
ca. 1860. E.g. an ill-disposed person might say,
¢ This does not begin to be a dictionary.’

begin (up)on. To attack, either physically or
verbally : coll. : ca. 1825, Mrs, Sherwood, ¢ All the
company began upon her, and bade her mind her
own affairs.’

begorra(h) ! By God : Anglo-Irish coll.: C. 19~
20. By corruption. Cf. be jabers /

[begun (in the preterite). Began: sol., in gen.
opinion. This begun, though objectionable, is not
strictly inocorrect.]



BEHALF OF, ON

behalfof, on. In behalf of, i.e. in the interest of :
catachrestio : late C. 18-20. As the O.E.D. re.
marks, ‘ to the loss of an important distinction’;
see also Fowler.

behave oneself. To behave with propriety :
coll. : mid-C. 19-20. (O.E.D.)

Behemoths, the. The 3rd Battle Squadron of the
Grand Fleet : navalcoll. : 1914-18. F. & Gibbons.
Orig. it comprised eight battleships of the King
Edward VII Class. Cf. Wobbly Eight.

behind. The posterior; the rear part of a gar-
ment. The first record is of 1786. The O.E.D.
and the S.0.D. designate it as coll. and low: in
1933, however, was it not on the borderline between
coll: and 8.E., and nearer the latter ? Certainly it
was no longer low : it lost that stigma ca. 1930.
See Slang.—2. At Etonand Winchester Colleges,
ca. 18501914, a back at ‘soccer’: coll. > j.

behind chests. ° Dark nooks on the orlop deck ’ :
The Conway : from ca. 1875. Masefield’s history of
that training-ship.

behind oneself, be. To be late, a long way behind,
far from ‘up to the minute’: non-aristocratic
coll. : 1896 ; slightly ob. Ware.

behindativeness, have (e.g. a deal of). To have a
(big) dress-pannier : Society : 1888—ca. 1905. Ware.

behove. Incorrect for behote: ca. 1470-1550.
Malory. (O.E.D.)

*Beilby’s ball (where the sheriff plays the music is
added in Grose, 3rd ed.), dance at. To be hanged :
late C. 18—early 19: prob. orig. c. Grose, 1lst ed.
It is not known who Mr. Beilby was; perhaps a
notable London sheriff. But Betlby's is more prob.
a personified and punning perversion of bilboes,
fetters ; F. & H. infers that it implied an Old Bailey
hangmg

bejan, occ. baijan. A freshman at the Univer-
sities of Edinburgh (where { by 1880), Aberdeen,
St. Andrew’s. From ca. 1640 : s. only in C. 17,
then j. Ex the bec jaune of the Sorbonne, where
the term was certainly s.

bekos. A variant of becos, q.v.

*bel-shangle. (Perhaps) a buffoon: prob. c.:
late C. 16—early 17. Kemp, 1600. ? bell-jangler.

belay. To speak, esp. if vigorously : nautical :
from ca. 1790 ; ob. Dibdin, ‘ My timbers! what
lingo he’d coil and belay.’ (O.E.D.)—2. To stop,
gen. belay that yarn /, we've had enough of that
gfory nautical (— 1823). Egan’s Grose; Smyth.

belay there ! Stop! Nautical: from ca. 1860.
Cf.:

belaying-pin soup. Rough treatment of seamen
by officers, esp. in sailing-ships: nautical: late
C.19-20; ob. Bowen.

belch. Beer, esfp if inferior and therefore apt to
cause belching : from ca. 1690; ob. B.E. One
recalls Sir Toby Belch, a joll blade, but he, I
surmise, avoided poor beer. Cf. swipes.

belch, v.i. To eructate: C. 11-20: S.E. until
mid-C. 19, then a vulgarism.

belcher. A blue handkerchief white- or, occ.,
yellow-spotted (Lex. Bal., 1811); from ca. 1860,
loosely, a handkerchief of any base with spots of
another colour. Soon > coll., and from ca. 1875
it has been S.E. Ex the boxer Jim Belcher (d.
1811).—2. A (gen. hard) drinker of beer: C.
Hindley, 1876, but prob. in use at least twenty
years earlier : circus and showmen’s s., which is
nearer o. than to 8.—3. A thick ring: 1851,
Mayhew ; ob. c.
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belfry, the. The head : see bats in the belfry.
Belgeek. A Belgian: military coll. : late 1914
18. F. & Gibbons. Ex Fr. Belgique, Belgmm
Belgians |, give it to the. C.p. advice to a man
complaining about his food or clothm% or inquiring
what to do with some superfluity : New Zealand
soldiers’ : 1916-18.
Belial. Balliol College : Oxford, ca. 1870-1914.
believe, you wouldn% You would not, or you
would hardly, believe it : low coll. : mid-C. 19-20.
Dorothy Sayers, Murder Must Advertwe, 1932,
‘The edges of the steps get that polished you
wouldn’t believe.’
believe you, I. Yes! Coll. (—1835, when em-
ployed by Dickens) ; ob Cf. the much later o.p.,
1 believe you, my boy /, q
*bell. A song: C. 19 tramps o. (— 1859). H.
1st ed. Abbr. bellow.
bell, v. To run away with (a marble):
boys’, ca. 1850-1910.
bell, ring one’sown. To blow one’s own trumpet:
coll. verging on S.E.: C. 19-20; ob. Cf. who
pulled your chain ?, q.v. at chain.
ring the. To win (v.i.), be the best: coll. :
1928 (O.E.D. Sup.). Either ex a weight-testing
machine (O.E.D.) or ex the bell rung by a shot
hitting the bull’s-eye at a shooting-gallery
bell, sound as a. In excellent health, of unim-
paired physique : coll., C. 19-20.
bell-bastard. The bastard child of a bastard
mother : C. 19 West Country. Why the bell ? Cf.
bastardly gullion.
bell, book and candle. Jocular coll. for the acces-
sories of a religious ceremony : C. 19-20; coll. >
S.E. Ex a medieval form of excommunication,
these nn. occurring in the final sentence.
bells go rotten. See rotten, bells go.
bell-rope. A man’s curl in front of the ear; cf.
aggravator Punning bell and bells. Low (— 1868);

bell-shangle. See bel-shangle.

bellthecat. To undertake somethmg dangerous :
from ca. 1720, coll. ; S.E. by 1800.

bell-tongue. See beltong.

bell-top. A membrum virile unusually large-
headed ; gen. as adj., bell-topped, occ. -knobbed.
C. 19 (7-C.20). F. & H. designate it as ‘ harlotry °.

bell-topper. A silk hat : W. Kelly, Life sn Vie-
toria (Australia, 1859) ; G. A. Sala, 1885: coll. by
1900.

bell-wether. Leader of a mob: C. 15-20; coll.
>, by 1750, S.E. Ex ‘a flock of sheep, where the
wether has a bell about its neck’, Grose.—2. ‘ A
clamorous noisy man’, B.E.: s. in C. 17—early 19,
coll. in C. 15-186.

beller-croaker. Ravishingly beautiful: non-
educated : ca. 1860-85. A corruption of Fr.
belle & croquer, which ‘ lasted into 1883, in English
Society ’, Ware.

bellering cake. ‘Cake in which the plums are so
far apart that they have to beller (bellow) when they
wish to converse ’, Ware : schools’ (— 1909); ob.

bellers. See bellows. ,

bellibone. A smartly dressed girl: low (— 1923).
Manchon derives it ex Fr. belle et bonne.

bellied. Stuck fast : Tank Corps coll., applied to
a tank under-caught by, e.g., a tree-stump : 1917-
18. F. & Gibbons.
" bellower. A town crier:
Grose, 2nd ed.

bellows ; illiterately, bellers. The lungs. Re-

school-

late C. 18-early 19.



BELLOWS AWAY

corded for 1615, but that was a fig. use; as s.,
C.18-20. Cf.:

bellows away ! ; bellows him well | An adjura-
tion to a boxer not to spare his opponent, i.e. to
make him pant for wind : boxing: ca. 1820-70.
‘Jon Bee *, 1823.

bellows to mend, have. (Of a horse) to be broken-
winded ; hence, of & man: mid-C. 19-20. ‘ Cuth-
bert Bede ’ in Verdant Green.

*bellowsed. Transported as a convict : ca. 1820~
60. Cf. (to) lag, q.v.

bellowser. A blow in ‘ the wind ’ : boxing, from
ca. 1810 ; ob.—Hence, 2, a sentence of transporta-
tion for life: c. of ca. 1810-60. Lex. Bal., 1811 ;
Vaux, knap (i.e. nap) a bellowser.

bells down. The last peal of chapel-warning :
Winchester College, ca. 1840-1900. Bells go single
was the second of the warning-notices. See the
works of Mansfield and Adams.

belly, his eye was bigger than his. ‘ A saying of a
person at table, who takes more on his plate than he
can eat ’, Grose, 2nd ed. : mid-C. 18-mid-19.

belly-ache. A painin the bowels. Since ca. 1840
it has been considered both coll. and low, but orig.
(— 1562), and until ca. 1800, it was S.E.

belly-ache, v. Grumble, complain, esp. queru-
lously or unreasonably : ex U.S. (— 1881), angli-
cised ca. 1900 : coll., somewhat low.

belly and wipe my eyes with it, I could take up the
slack of my. I am very hungry: a nautical c.p.
frequent on ships where rations are inadequate :
late C. 19-20.

belly-band. A cholera belt: military: from
1915. F. & Gibbons.

belly-bound. Costive : coll.: from ca. 1660 and
gen. of horses.

belly-bumper or -buster, get 8. To be got with
child ; whence belly-bump, to coit. Low : C.19-20.

belly-can. A tin vessel that, shaped like a saddle,
is easily secreted about the body: used for the
illicit conveyance of beer and holding about four
quarts : political, 1889 4, but ob. by 1900.

*belly-cheat. An apron: ca. 1600-1830: c. or
lows. Compounds with cheat, earlier chete, a thing,
an article, are all either low 8. or 6.—2. Also: food :
c.: C. 17. Fletcher, 1622.—3. (Cf. sense 1.) A
pad designed to produce a semblance of pregnancy :
c. (— 1823); 1 by 1900. ‘Jon Bee.’

belly-cheer. Food : late C. 16—early 19 ; slightly
earlier (— 1549), gratification of the belly. V., to
feast heartily or luxuriously : C.16-17. Orig. these
terms were S.E., but in the later C. 17 the v., in
C.18-19 then., were coll. The vbl.n., belly-cheering,
meant eating and drinking : C. 18-19 coll.

belly-flop, doa. See the next.—2. To drop down
as a shell approaches: military: 1916; ob.
B.&P.

belly-flopping. Sectional rushes by attacking
troops advancing at the crouch and flopping down
at intervals: military coll.: 1916-18. F. &
Gibbons.

belly-friend. A hanger-on: C. 17-18, coll.
verging on S.E.

belly-full, beliytul. A thrashing : late C. 16-19 ;
e.g. in Nashe, Chapman, Pepys. In the sense of a
sufficiency, the word has, since ca. 1840, > coll.
simply because it is considered coarse.—(Of a
woman) have a—or have got her—bellyful, to be with
child : low: late C. 18-mid-19. Grose, 3rd ed.

belly-furniture. Food : C. 17 coll., as in Urqu-
hart’s Rabelais ; cf. belly-timber,

belly-go-firster. (Boxing) an initial blow, given—
as such a blow was once 8o often given—in the belly.
C.19. *‘Jon Bee’, 1823.

belly-gut. A greedy, lazy person ; gen.ofaman:
coll.: C. 16-18.

belly-hedge. (Shrewsbury School) a steeplechase
obstruction belly-high and therefore easily jumped :
from ca. 1850.

belly-paunch. A glutton: mid-C. 16-17, coll.
verging on S.E. ; cf. belly-gut.

belly-piece. A concubine, a mistress, a harlot :
coll. : C. 17.—2. Also, an apron (cf. belly-cheat):
late C. 17-18; coll. It occurs in that lively, slangy
play, Shadwell's Bury Fair.

belly-plea. An excuse of pregnancy, esp. among
female prisoners. C. 18-early 19, coll. Defoe, in
Moll Flanders, 1721 : ‘My mother pleaded her
belly, and being found quick with child, she was
respited for about seven months’; Gay, in The
Beggar’s Opera ; Grose.

belly-rufian. The penis: ? C. 17-19: low
(? coll. rather thans.). F. & H.

belly thinks . .. See throat is cut, my belly

my.

belly-timber. Food: from ca. 1600. In C. 17,
S.E.; thencoll. InC.19s.; inC. 20, an archaism.
Butler’s use tended to make it ludicrous. (0.E.D.)

belly-up, adj. and adv. Of a pregnant woman :
C. 17-18, low.

belly-vengeance. Sour beer: C. 19. Since ca.
1870, it is mainly dial. Cf.:

belly-wash. Thin liquor, rinsings: coll.: late
C. 19-20. Manchon.

bellytul, fight for a. I.e. ¢ without stakes, wager,
or payment’, Bee : pugilistic : mid C. 18-20 ; very ob.

belong. To ‘be rightly a member of (club,
coterie, household, grade of society, etc.)’: U.S.
coll., partly anglicised by 1935. C.0.D., 1934 Sup.

belongings. Goods, possessions: coll., from ca.
1800.—2. Relatives : Dickens, 1852 ; coll.; ob.

below the belt, adv. and adj. Unfair(ly): from
ca. 1870 ; coll., in C. 20 S.E.

below the waist. Too bad; esp. nothing below
the waist, good or shrewd : tailors’: C.20. E.g.
The Tailor and Cutter, Nov. 29, 1928,

belsh. Incorrect spelling of belch, n., q.v. B.E.

belswagger. A bully; blustering fellow : coll. :
Greene, 1692 ; Dryden, 1680 ; Grose. 1 by 1830.—
2. A womaniser ; apimp : C.18. Ash’s Dictionary
distinguishes by spelling the former bellyswagger, the
latter as belswagger.

belt. A hit, blow, punch. ‘He caught me an
awful belt on the ear.” From ca. 1895. Exthev.:
cf. belting, q.v.

belt, give (a person) the. To dismiss or reject :
low : from ca. 1925. James Curtis, The Gilt Kid,
1936.

belter. A harlot: ‘old’, says F. & H. (revised):
but when? She °punishes’ one’s purse. Cf.
beltinker, q.v.

belting. A thrashing, whether punitive or
pugilistic : mid-C. 19-20 : coll. verging on 8.E.—
2. A busy period : busmen’s : from ca. 1930. The
Daily Herald, Aug. 5,1936. Opp. convalescence, q.v.

beltinker, n. and v. A thrashing, to thrash.
Coll.: 2C.19. F. & H. Perhaps a pun on belt,
thrash with a belt.

beltong, bell-tongue. Incorrect for biltong:
C.19-20. O.E.D.

bemean (oneself). To lower oneself: sol: mid-
C.17-20. Ex demean + mean. O.E.D.; W.



BEMUSED

bemused (with beer). In C.18-mid-19, S8.E., asin
its originator, Pope; ca. 1860 it > a fashionable
phrase and genuinely s.; ob. in C. 20.

ben. A coat, C. 19, ex benjamin ; a waistcoat
(— 1846), ex benjy. Both ob.—2. (Theatrical) a
benefit performance : from ca. 1850. H., 1lst ed.
Cf. stand ben, to stand treat (— 1823); 1 by 1900.
Bee.—3. In ¢., a fool: late C. 17-18. B.E,
Grose. ? ‘a good fellow’: see bene.—4. A ‘tara-
diddle’: Society: ca. 1880-1914. Ware : ben ex
Ben ex Ben Tro ex Ben Trovato ex Benjamin Trovato
ex se non & vero—é Benjamin (for ben) trovato, if it
isn’t true it’s nonetheless felicitous.

*ben, adj.; gen. hene ; often bien. Good: ec.:
mid-C. 16-early 19. Ex L. bene, well (adv.), or
Fr. bien. Harman, B.E., Grose. Cf. at bene.

ben, stand. See ben, n., 2.

*ben- or bene-bowsie. Drunk (esp. with good
wine): c.: C.17-18. Jonson. Ex bene bowse (see
bene). -

*ben cull, C. 19; ben cove, C. 17-18. Both c.:
for a friend or a companion. Sce ben and bene, bene
also being found, in same sense, with cove and, less
often, cull.

*Ben Flake or ben-flake. A steak: thieves’
rhyming s. : from ca. 1855. ‘Ducange Anglicus’,
1st ed. (Rhyming s. may have been invented by
criminals.)

Ben Tro and Ben Trovato. See ben, n., 4.

*benar. Better. Benat: best. The former in
Coles, but prob. both are C. 17-18; ¢. See bene.

bench-winner. A dog successful at many dog-
shows: Society : 1897, The Daily Telegraph,
Feb. 11; ob. Ex the exhibits being placed on
benches.

bench-points. ¢ Classified physical advantages’ :
London: ca. 1900-15. Ware. Ex show animals.
Cf. preceding.

[bencher. A frequenter of public-houses : despite
F. & H., it is S.E.]

bend (mid-C. 18-20); bend to (mid-C. 19-20).
Todrink hard : Scots; ob. Alan Ramsay; lexi-
cographer Jamieson ; memoirist Ramsay. O.E.D.,
¢ Perhaps * to pull, strain’’ in reference to pulling
or straining a bow . . .; or “ to ply, apply oneself
tO )).’

bend, above one’s. Beyond one’s ability : coll.
from ca. 1860; ob. H., 3rd ed. Earlier U.S.
(1848, Cooper). Perhaps above one’s bent.

bend, Grecian. The body bent forward in walk-
ing : a Society vogue of ca. 1872-80. The term
long outlasted the craze and is now but moribund.

bend,on&. A-drinking; on aspree: U.S, (1887)
a.ng}icised ca. 1890. Also on the bend ; see sense
2 of :

bend, on the. Crooked, underhand : coll. from
ca. 1850; ob. Cf. crooked.—2. The same as the
preceding entry: 1891, Kipling (O.E.D. Sup.).
Prob. ex on a bender : see bender, 4.

bend, round the. See round the bend.

bend o(f) the filbert. A bow,anod : low London :
ca. 1860-1900. Ware. See filbert.

bender. A sixpence: late C. 18-20, ob.: c¢. >,
by 1820, low s. Parker, Life’s Painter of Variegated
Characters, 1789 ; Dickens, 1836 ; Whyte-Melville,
1869. (Because easily bent.) ‘Ducange Anglicus’,
1857, defines it as a shilling; prob. in error.—2.
The arm : C. 19-20, ob. : cf. the C. 17-18 medical
use of the term for a flexor muscle.—3. Hence, the
elbow : late C. 19-20; ob. Ware.—4. A drinking
spree: orig. (1827), U.S.; anglicised ca. 1895. Cf.
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bend, on a (q.v.), and Ramsay’s and Tannahill’s
bender, a hard drinker. Thornton.—b. In certain
Public Schools, a stroke of the cane administered to
a boy bending his back: from ca. 1870.—6.
General schoolboys’, ca. 1870-1910: °the bow-
shaped segment of a paper kite’. Blackley, Hay
Fever, 1873.—17. A ‘tall’ story: nautical: late
C. 19-20. Cf. the next two entries.

*bender | I don’t believe it !; as a c.p. tag, I'll
dc?‘ no such thing : c. (— 1812); 1 by 1890. Vaux.

bender, over the. Exaggerated, untrue; often
as an exclamation of incredulity. Cf. over the left
(shoulder). C. 19-20, ob.—2. (Of a partridge)
before Sept. 1st; (of a pheasant) before Oct. 1st :
poachers’ (— 1909). Ware.

igo. A rough fur cap: ca. 1845-1900. Ex
the Nottingham prize-fighter, Wm. Thompson
(1811-89), nom-de-guerre’d Bendigo, whose first chal-
lenge dates 1835 and who afterwards turned
evangelist : see Weckley’s Romance of Words.
bending. See catch one bending.—2. A severe
parade conducted by a N.C.O. to tire out the men :
military : from ca. 1920. Also a sweating.

bends, the. Diver’s paralysis or, more accurately,
cramp : pearl-fishers’: C. 20.

*bene, bien. In c. as n., tongue: C. 16-18,
prob. by transference ex the adj. :—2. Good, with
benar, better, and benat, best : mid-C. 16—early 19.
Variant ben, q.v., and even bien. E.g. ben(e),
bowse, booze, etc., excellent liquor.

*bene (or bien), on the. Well: expeditiously.
As in B.E.’s pike on the bene (there spelt bien), run
away quickly. C. oflate C. 17-18.

*bene darkmans ! Good night ! Mid-C. 16-18:
c. See darkmans ; contrast lightmans, q.v.

*bene feaker. A counterfeiter of bills: Ilate
C.17-18: c. Bene here = skilful. See feaker.

*bene feaker of gybes. A counterfeiter of passes :
late C. 17-18: c. B.E. See gybe.

*bene, or bien, mort. A fine woman or pretty
girl ; hence, a hostess. C.16-18: c. Revived by
e.g. Scott. See mort, mot, a woman, a girl.

benedick. Sol. (? : for see Fowler) for benedict, a
newly married man : C. 17-20.—2, Also, C. 19, sol.
for a bachelor.

Benedict, benedict. Any married man: cata-
chrestic : mid-C. 19-20. In New Zealand, con-
tests between married and single men are described
as being between bachelors and benedicts. (Properly,
a newly married man, esp. if a °confirmed’
bachelor).

beneficience, -ficiency, -ficient. Erroneous for
beneficence, -ficency, -ficent : mid-C. 16-20. O.E.D.

benefit. A fine job or a fine time : coll. (— 1933).
O.E.D. (Sup.).

benefit, take the. I.e. of the insolvent debtor’s
Act : coll. (— 1823); T by 1890. Bee.

*ben(e)ship. Profitable: worshipful: mid-C. 16—
18 c¢. Harman.—2. Hence adv., beneshiply, wor-
shipfully : C. 17-18. Ex bene, 2, q.v.

benevolence. °‘ Ostentation and fear united, with
hopes of retaliation in kind herea[ter’, Bee, 1823 :
Society : ca. 1820—40.

*benfeaker. A variant of bene feaker, q.v.

Bengal blanket. The sun; a blue sky: soldiers
in India: mid-C. 19-20; very ob. Cf. blue
blanket, q.v. (Ware.)

Bengal light. (Gen. pl.) An Indian soldier in
France : military : 1915-18. B. & P.

Bengal Tigers. The Seventeenth Foot Regiment,
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from ca. 1881 the Leicestershires: military,
from ca. 1825. Ex ‘ badge of a royal tiger, granted
for services in India from 1804-23°, F. & H. They
were also, from the facings, called The Lily-Whites.

bengi. An onion: military, from ca. 1860.
Perhaps cognate with Somerset benge, to drink to
excess ; cf. binge.

bengy. See benjy.

*benish, occ. bennish, Foolish : late C. 17-18 c.
B.E. See ben.

benison, beggar’s. See beggar’s benison.

benjamin or Benjamin. A coat (from ca. 1815),
whence upper benjamin (1817), a greatcoat. Pea-
cock in Nightmare Abbey : * His heart is seen to beat
through his upper Benjamin.” Borrow in Lavengro :
‘The coachman . .. with . . . fashionable Ben-
jamin’, The word may have begunas c. ; in C. 20,
ob. Perhaps, as Brewer suggests, ex the name of a
tailor; more prob. on joseph, q.v.—2. At Win-
chester College, from ca. 1860, a small ruler. ILe.
Benjamin small in comparison with Joseph.—3. A
husband : Australian pidgin-English (— 1870).
Chas. H. Allen, 4 Visit to Queensland, 1870.
Morris. Cf. Mary, q.v.

Benjamin Trovato. See ben, n., 4.

benjo. A riotousholiday : nautical : late C. 19-20;
ob. Perhaps ex beano -+ bender, 4 ; Ware suggests
derivation ex buen giorno (? via Lingua Franca).

*benjy. A waistcoat: c. > low (— 1821); ob.
Haggart. Ex benjamin, 1.—2. Hence, a waistcoat-
maker : tailors’: mid-C. 19-20.—3. Nautical (per-
haps ex dial. : see E.D.D.),C.19: a straw hat, low-
crowned and broad-brimmed.

*benly, rare adv. Well: c.: ? mid-C. 18-early
19. Baumann. Perhaps abbr. beneshiply.

*bennish. See benish.

bens. Tools: workmen's: late C. 19-20. ? ex
ben, n., 2, q.v.

*benship. See beneship.

bent. Broken (esp. if fig.): C. 20. Either
dysphemistic ex such phrases as (e.g. I) bend but do
not break or evolutionary ex any bent object, esp. a
coin. B. & P.

bent on a splice, be. To be on the look-out for a
wife : nautical: from ca. 1860; ob. Smyth.
Perhaps punning spliced, married.

beong ; occ. beonck. (Costers’) a shilling : mid-
C. 19-20. H., 1st ed. Ex bianco (lit. white), a
siver coin. It. via Lingua Franca. Whence bimp,
q.v.

[beray, wrongly bewray. To defile, befoul:
C. 16-20, ob. ‘Old cant’, says F. & H.; it is
merely old S.E.]

*bereavement lurk. The pretended loss of a wife
as a pretext for begging: c. (— 1875). Ribton-
Turner, Vagrants and Vagrancy. See lurk and
contrast dead lurk, O.E.D.

*berk. A fool: c.: from ca. 1930. J. Curtis,
The Gilt Kid, 1936. By abbr. ex:

Berkeley. The pudendum muliebre: C. 20.
Abbr. Berkeley Hunt, a c**t.—2. In the pl., and
from ca. 1875,—never, obviously, with Hunt—it
denotes a woman’s breasts; F. & H. adduce
Romany berk (o burk), breast, pl. berkia.

Berloo or Baloo. Bailleul: military: G.W.;
ob. (B.&P.)

Bermondsey banger. A man prominent in the
society of the South London tanneries: Cockney
(— 1909); 1 by 1930. Ware, ‘ He must . . . be
gfp?,red . . . to fight at all times for his social

t.
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Bermoothes. See Bermudas.

Bermuda Exiles, the. The Grenadier Guards:
ca. 1895-1914. In 189, a portion of this regiment
was, to expiate insubordination, sent to the West
Indies. F. & H. revised.

Bermudas, Bermoothes. A London district (cf.
Alsatia, q.v.) privileged against arrest: certain
alleys and passages contiguous to Drury Lane, near
Covent Garden, and north of the Strand : Jonson,
The Devil’'s an Ass (16168): °Keeps he still your
quarter in the Bermudas.’ Grose and Ainsworth
are almost certainly in error in referring the term to
the Mint in Southwark. In C. 17, certain notable
debtors fled to the Bermuda Islands, says Nares,

Bermudian, A wet ship: naval coll.: C.,(19.
Ex ‘¢ the Bermudian-built 3-masted schooners in the
Napoleonic wars’: they ‘ went through the waves
instead of rising to them ’ (Bowen).

> barnard

. See 8

berry. (Gen. pl.) £1 (note): from ca. 1931,
K. G. R. Browne in The Humorist, May 26, 1934.
Prob. ex U.S. monetary sense.

berry, get the. (Of an action) to be hissed :
theatrical : C. 20. Collinson. Like synonymous
get the rasp, it obviously derives ex get the raspberry.

Bert. Albert on the Western Front : military :
late 1914-18. F. & Gibbons.

Bertha (bertha) ; also big Bertha. Nicknames of
any one of the long-range German guns that, in the
summer of 1917, shelled the back areas on the
Western Front and, in 1918, Paris : mid-1917-18:
military > gen. In Ger., die dicke Bertha. Ex
Bertha Krupp of Essen. W.; B. & P.

Berthas. Ordinary stock of the London, Brigh-
ton and South Coast Railway Company: Stock Ex-
change from ca. 1885. T'he Rialto, March 23, 1889.

Berwicks. The ordinary stock of the North
Eastern Railway : Stock Exchange (— 1890).

beside the lighter. In a bad condition: late
C.17-18. B.E. Perhaps the lighter going out to a
ship proceeding to the convict plantations. Cf.
book, beside the.

besognio. A low, worthless fellow: coll.: ca.
1620-1840. Pronounced and often spelt besonio,
Ex It. bisogna via S.E. beso(g)nio, a raw soldier.

besom, jump the. To go through a mock mar-
riage : ca. 1700-1820. Manchon implies its sur-
wival into C. 20. Cf. broomstick (jump the), q.v.

bespattered. A coll. euphemism, ca. 1918-30, of
bloody. Manchon.

bespeak-night. (Theatrical) a benefit perform-
ance : from the mid-1830’s; ob. Ex bespeak, to
choose, arrange, the actor’s friends choosing the
play. Often abbr. to bespeak (as in Ware).

*bess, A burglar’s tool: see betty.—See brown
bess (or Bess).

Bess 0’ Bedlam. An insane beggar: C. 18-early
19. Scott in Kenilworth: ‘Why, what Bess of
Bedlam is this, would ask to see my lord on such a
day as the present ?°’ ,

best. To worst; get the better of: coll.
(— 1859), as in H., 1st ed., and in Charles Hindley’s
best-known book, A Cheap Jack.—2. Hence, to
cheat, as in Hindley, ‘ His game was besting every-
body, whether it was for pounds, shillings, or
pence,’ 1876. Cf. bester, q.v.—3. Hence as in best
the pistol, to get away before tho pistol is fired :
athletics : 1889, The Polytechnic Magazine, July 7.

*best, get one’s money at the. ‘To live by dis-
honest or fraudulent practices ’ : o.(— 1812); t by
1890. Vaux.
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*best, give. See give best.

best, not in the. Not in the best of tempers:
coll. : from ca. 1890.

best, — of the. Of £1 notes ; thus, five of the best,
£5: C.20. Collinson.

best, one of the. A °‘good fellow’, i.e. a good
companion : Society : from ca. 1920.

best bib and tucker, gen. one’s, occ. the. (Rarely
of children’s and only loosely of men’s) best clothes :
U.S. (1793 : O.E.D. Sup.), anglicised in Lancashire
dial. ca. 1870, in coll. ca. 1880 ; ob.

best foot or leg foremost, put one’s. To try hard :
coll. >, by 1850, S.E. : foot from late C. 16, leg from
late C. 16; ob. Apperson.

best in Christendom, to the. A toast very popular
ca. 1750-80 (cf. beggar’s benison and both ends of the
busk, qq.v.). Grose, 1st ed. Sc. c**t.

best leg of three, the. The penis: low: late
C. 19-20; ob.

*best mog. The cat-skin or coney fur worn by a
bookie’s wife when he has been very successful :
C. 20 racing c.

best of a bad bargain (etc.). See bargain, best . . .

best of a Charley, the. ¢ Upsetting a watchman in
his box ’, Egan’s Grose : ca. 1820-40.

best part, best thing, etc. The best part, thing,
ete. : coll. : late C. 19-20. (R. Knox, 1933, ‘ He'd
been here best part of three weeks.’)

best the pistol. See best, 3.

*hester. A swindler; a ‘smart Alec’ criminally
or illicitly : orig. (— 1859), c.; then low. H,,
1st ed.; Mayhew. Ex best, q.v.

bestest, adj. Best: sol. (and dial.): C. 19-20.
E.D.D. Cf. betterer, q.v.

bestial. * Beastly ’, objectionable, disappointing :
from ca. 1910 ; slightly ob. Ernest Raymond, 4
Family That Was, 1929.

bet !, you. Certainly: ? orig. (ca. 1870) U.S.,
anglicised ca. 1890.—2. You betcha (or betcher), you
bet your (e.g. boots): U.S. phrases anglicised ca.
1905.

bet levels, you devils! A bookmakers’ c.p.
(— 1932). See Slang, p. 241.

*bet on top. A bogus bet laid, pour encourager
les autres, by a pal of the bookie. The bookic’s
clerk places the bet ‘on top’, not in the body of
the betting book. Often abbr. to on top. C. 20
racing c.

bet you a million to a bit ot dirt ! A sporting c.p.
indicative of ‘ the betting man’s Ultima Thule of
confidence’, Ware: ca. 1880-1914. Cf. all Lom-
bard Street to a China orange.

bet your boots or life or bottom dollar! Orig.
(resp. 1868, 1852, and 1882) U.S.; anglicised ca.
1910, 1880, 1890 resp., largely owing to the writings
of Bret Harte and Mark Twain. Thornton; Ware.

betcha, betcher ; you betcha (or betcher). See
bet, you, 2.

béte noir. A common error (mid-C. 19-20) for
béte noire, pet aversion.

t. See banchoof.

bethel the city. To refrain from keeping an
hospitable table; to eat at chop-houses: C. 18.
Ex Bethel, one of the two Sheriffs of London elected
in 1680.

*Bethlehemites, Christmas carol-singers: late
C. 18-early 19 ¢. Grose, 3rd ed. Ex Bethlehem,
frequent in carols,

betide. To betoken or bode : catachrestic : late
C. 18-20. Cowper. (0.E.D.)

Betsy. The inevitable nickname of anyone sur-

D.U.E.
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named Gay: late 0. 19-20. Ex the old song
Bowen considers it to have been orig. naval. Cf,
Dusty.

better. More : a sol. in C. 19-20, though 8.E. in
C. 16-18. E.g. Dickens, 1857: °Rather better
than twelve yearsago.’—2. With had omitted, as in
‘You better mind what you say!’: coll, orig.
(1845) U.S., anglicised ca. 1910. O.E.D, (Sup.).

better halt. A wife: coll. from ca. 1670. In
C. 16-18, my better half and seriously, in C. 19-20, a,
or anyone’s, b. h., and jocularly.

better hole or ole. See hole, better.

better never than come in rags ! I.e. in poverty
(see rag, a farthing) : a c.p. retort to better late than
never : ca. 1820-50. ‘Jon Bee.’

better than a dig in the eye with a blunt stick or
than a kick in the pants (or up the a**e). Better
than nothing ; by meiosis, very much better than
nothing or than a set-back: resp. mid-C. 19-20
(ob.) coll., C. 20 s., and C. 20 low s. Contrast :

better than a drowned policeman. (Of a person)
very pleasant, attractive, good or expert: c.p.:
ca. 1900-15. (J. B. Priestley, Faraway, 1932.)

betterer. Better: sol.: C. 19-20. Cf. worserer,
q.v.

betterish. Somewhat better or superior: coll.
(— 1888); verging on S.E.—but ugly !

bettermost. Best: (somcwhat low) coll.
(— 1887). Baumann.

betting, often corrupted to getling, round. The
laying of odds on all the likely horses: from ca.
1860; ob. H., 3rd ed. Whence bettor round, such
a better, as in ‘ Thormanby ’, Famous Racing Men,
1882.

betting lay, the. Betting on horses: turf
(— 1887). Baumann.

betty, occ. bess. A picklock (instrument): mid-
C. 17-19. Ong. c.; the form bess ( by 1880)
remained c. For belty, much the commoner, see
Head’s English Rogue, Coles, B.E., Ned Ward,
Grose, and Henry Mayhew; for bess, B.E. and
Grose. Cf. jemmy and jenny, qq.v., and see esp.
Grose, P.—2. Also (cf. molly), a man assuming a
woman’s domestic duties: C. 19-20; coll. Cf.
betty, v.—3. Miss, as a title: Bootham School:
late C. 19-20. Anon., Dict. of Bootham Slang,
1925.

betty, v. Fuss, or potter, about : coll.: from ca.
1850 ; slightly ob.

*betty |, all. It'sallup! C.19c.; opp. it'sall
bob, see bob. (This kind of pun (Beity and Bob) is
not rare in c.)

Betty Martin. See all my eye (and Betty Martin).

betwattled. Astounded, bewildered; berayed:
late C. 18—early 19. Grose, lst ed.

between. For a catachrestic usage, common in
late C. 19-20, see the quotation at T'rades Union.

between hell and high water. See hell and high
water, between.

between the flags. On the actual race-course:
sporting (— 1865) ; ob.

between wind and water. See water, between
wi:uland.—betweenyoua.ndmo(t.nd...). See

betwixt and between. Intermediate(ly); in-
decisive(ly) ; neither one thing nor the other: adv.
and adj. Coll.: from ca. 1830. ‘A betwixt and
between fashionable street ’, Marryat. (0.E.D.)

bever ; often beaver ; occ. bevir, etc. ete. Orig.

S.E. and in C. 19-20 mainly dial., but a8 used at

Eton and as bevers at Winchester College for after-
E



BEVERAGE

noon tea—a sense recorded by B.E.—it is 8. See
in my Words/ the essay entitled ‘The Art of
Lightening Work’. Ex L. bibere, to drink, in the
Old Fr. form, betvre, this is one of the most interest-
ing words in the language. Cf. bivwy and beverage,
qq.v.—2. Hence, as v.: C. 17-early 19.

beverage. ‘A Garnish money, for any thing’,
B.E.; Grose adds that it is drink-money—cf. the
Fr. pourboire—demanded of any person wearing a
new suit; in gen., a tip. Coll.: late C. 17-20;
t by ca. 1820, except in dial.

bevie, v.; gen.bevvy. Todrink: Parlyaree, esp.
among grafters : late C. 19-20. (Philip Allingham,
Cheapjack, 1934.) Ex:

bevie, bevry. A public-house: mid-C. 19-20
Parlyarce. Seago, Circus Folk, 1933.—2. Beer ;
loosely, any drink : military and theatrical : late
C. 19-20. F. & Gibbons. Either ox sense 1 or ex
beverage.

bevie-homey. A drunken actor: theatrical:
C. 20. Ex bevie, 2.—2. Any drunkard : grafters’:
C. 20. Phihp Allingham (bervy omee).

bevir. See bever.

beware. Any drinkable : low s., from ca. 1840.
Mayhew in that mine of Cockney and low s.,
London Labour and the London Poor, 4 vols., 1851
61, says in vol. iii: ‘We [strolling actors] call
breakfast, dinner, tea, supper, all of them * numy-
are” ; and all beer, brandy, water, or soup, are
‘“ beware .’ Numyare (! a corruption of It.
mangiare, to eat) and beware (cf. bever, beverage, and
bivwy) are Lingua Franca words employed in
Parlyaree, the s. of circuses, showmen, and strolling
actors : see Slang, section on the circus.

*bewer. A girl: c. (— 1845): rare and ob.
See No. 747, p. 416. ? Ex. Romany or dial.—2.
Hence, a tramp’s woman : tramps’ c. (—1935).

bewray. Incorrect for beray, to disfigure, befoul :
C. 17-20. So bewrayer. O.E.D.

bexandebs. Easy-going young Jewesses in the
Wentworth Street district : East London: Ilate
C. 18-20; ob. Ware. Ex Beck (Rebecca) + Deb
(Deborah).

beyind. Behind : sol. (— 1909). Ware (at bad
shilling).

beyond, be (a person). To pass the comprehen-
sion of : coll. ; from ca. 1800. Jane Austen.

beyond the beyonds. ‘The absolute outside
edge’, ‘ the hmit’: Anglo-Irish : from ca. 1910.

bheestie, -y. A water-bearer: from ca. 1780 :
Anglo-Indian coll. >, by 1850, j. Ex Urdu bhists,
but prob. by a pun on Scots beastie, a little beast.
(In C. 18, often spelt beasty; in C. 19 beestie.)
Yule & Burnell.

b’hoy. ‘A town rowdy; a gay fellow ’, Thorn.
ton: ex U.S. (1846), anglicised—almost wholly in
the latter sense—ca. 1865. (Cf. g’hal.) Ex Irish
pronunciation. (0.E.D.)

bi-cennoctury. The 200th performance : theat-
rical catachresis : ca. 1870-1915. Ware.

biane. A shilling: c. and Parlyaree: late
C. 19.-20. It. bianco, white.

BiancaCapella. (Gen.pl.) A ‘ White Chapeller’
(cigar) : East London : 1886, The Referee, June 6 ;
t by 1920. Cf. Banker Chapel Ho, q.v.

bias, on the, Illicit : dishonourable ; dishonest :
dressmakers’ (— 1909). Cf. on the cross (at cross).

*bib, nap a orone’s. To weep: c.orlows.; late
C. 18-20; ob. G. Parker, 1789; Vaux; Egan.
Lit., to take one’s bib in order to wipe away one'’s
tears.

BIDET
bib-all-night. A toper: C. 17, coll. (Bib, to
tipple.)

bib and tucker, best. See best bib . . .

bibe. A bringer of bad luck: Anglo-Irish
(— 1935). Corruption of an Irish word.

bible. Nautical: ‘a hand-axe; a small holy-
stone [sandstone cmployed in the cleaning of
decks], so called from seamen using them kneeling ’:
Admiral Smyth in his valuable Satlors’ Word Book,
1867. C. 18-20; ob. The holystones were also
named prayer-books. For nautical s. in gen., see
Slang.—2. Lead wrapped round the body by those
who ‘fly the blue pigeon’; what they stow in
their pockets is a testament : c.: late C. 18-mid-19.
G. Parker, 1789.—3. ? hence : in mid-C. 19-20 c.
(vagrants’), a pedlar’s box of pins, needles, laces,
etc.

bible, v. Implied in bibler, bibling.

bible, that’s. That’s true; that’s excellent :
C. 19-20 (ob.), coll. Cf. S.E. Bible oath.

Bible-banger. A pious, esp. if ranting person:
late C. 19-20. Cf. Buble-pounder.

*bible-carrier. Onc who sells songs without
singing them: c. (vagrants’): ca. 1850-1915.
H., 1st ed.

Bible class, been to a. ‘ With two black eyes,
got in a fight * : printers’ (— 1909). Ware. Prob.
suggested by the noise and excitement common at
printers’ chapels.

Bible-clerk. (Winchester College) a prefect ap-
pointed to full power for one week; he reads the
lessons in chapel. From ca. 1850 : sce esp. Mans-
field and Adams: coll. soon > j. (In S.E., an
Oxford term.)

bible (or B.) leaf. (Gen. pl.) A thin strip of
blubber rcady for the fry-pot: whalers’: coll.:
late C. 19-20. Bowen. Ex leaves preserved by
being kept in the family Bible.

Bible-mill. A public-house ; esp., noisy talking
there: London proletarians’: ca. 1850-1910.
Ware, ¢ An attack upon Bible classes.’

Bible-pounder. A clergyman, esp. if excitable :
coll., C. 19-20. Cf. bible-banger and the next two
terms :

Bible-punching. A sermon; religious talk:
C. 20. (E.g. in Michael Harrison, Spring in
Tartarus, 1935.) Cf.:

Bible-thumper. A pious seaman : nautical coll. :
mid.-C. 19-20. Bowen. Cf. Bible-banger.

bibler, bibling. Six cuts on the back : the former
ca. 1830-60, the latter from ca. 1860. Winchester
College : sece Adams, Mansfield, and Blackwood’s
Magazine, 1864, vol. xcv. A bibler, later bibling,
under nasl: a pillory-process before the cuts were
administered. The bibling-rod, a handle with four
apple-twigs twisted together at the end : invented
by Warden Baker in 14564 ; 1 by 1890.

*bice and a roht or a half. Oddsof 24,i.e.5t02 :
C. 20 racing c. John Morris.

bid stand, bid-stand, bidstand. A highwayman :
coll.: late C. 16— 7 18. Ben Jonson. For the
philology of highwaymen, see Words /

biddy. A chicken: coll.: late C. 16—early 19;
then dial. Occ. chick-a-biddy.—2. A young woman
(ex Bridget): C. 18—early 19, as in Grose, lst ed.
—3. Any woman: C. 19, as in O. W. Holmes,
Guardian Angel, 1869.—4. At Winchester College,

8ee :

bidet or biddy. A bath. Also, though this is
8.E. as bidet, coll. as biddy, defined thus by Grose :
¢ A kind of tub, contrived for ladies to wash them-
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selves, for which purpose they bestride it like a
little French pony or post horse, called in French
bidets’, as also is this toilet accessory.—2. See :

biddy-biddy ; biddybid. The burr named in
Maori piripiri: New Zealand coll, (— 1880). By
the process of Hobson-Jobson.—2. Hence, gen. as
biddy, to rid of burrs: 1880. Morris.

’Bidgee, the. The Murrumbidgee River: Aus-
tralian coll. : mid-C. 19-20.

*bien. See bean, ben and bene.

*bienly. Excellently : c.: late C. 18—early 19.
Grose, 2nd ed. See bene.

biff. A blow; (? orig. U.S,, anglicised) ca. 1895.
Prob. an abbr. and emaciated form of buffet (W.).
—2. Slightly earlier as v., gen. v.t.: to hit re-
soundingly, sharply, abruptly, or crisply. E.g.,
‘'l biff him one if he’s not careful.” Echoic or as
in sense 1.—3. Gen. biff round, to go round : from
ca. 1930. E.g., Will Scott in The Humorist, 1934.

biffin. An intimate friend: from ca. 1840;
virtually t. Ex a kind of apple. Cf. ribstone and
pippin, qq.v., and the C. 20 old fruit.

big. Great; important: coll.; from ca. 1570.
On the verge of S.E. is this humorous substitute for
great as in Shakespeare’s ‘I Pompey am, Pompey
surnam’d the big’, O.E.D.

big, go ; go over big. See go big.

big, look. To attempt an impressive manner :
coll., C. 16-19. E.g. in Shakespeare’s Winter's
Tale.

big, talk. To boast, talk pretentiously: from
ca. 1650 ; coll. verging on S.E. Smollett, 1771 :
‘ The squire affected . . . to talk big.’

big as bull-beef. See bull-beet, big as.

big-bellied. Far gone in pregnancy: Addison,
1711. Coll.: ob.

Big Ben. The clock in the tower of the Houses
of Parliament, Westminster : coll. (— 1869). Ex
Sir Benjamin Hall, under whose Commissionership
of Works it was constructed in 1856-7.

big Bertha. See Bertha.

big bird, get or give the. To be hissed ; to hiss.
Theatrical ; cf. give the goose and be goosed. From
ca. 1860, H., 3rd ed. See goose and bird, n., 5.
—2. Ware, however, notes that ca. 1860-1910, the
phrase also = ‘to be appreciatively hissed for
one’s performance in the role of villain ’.

big bug. An important person: orig. (1830:
O.E.D. Sup.) US.; anglicised ca. 1880. Prob.
ultimately ex C. 18 bug, a person of considerable
importance (?).

big country. Open country:
(— 1890). F. & H.

big dig. A reprimand made by a C.O.: military
coll. : from ca. 1920.

big digger. At cards, the ace of spades (cf.
diggers) : from ca. 1850 ; ob.

big dog. A chucker-out: coll.: from ca. 1870.
‘He was “ big-dog” to a disorderly house’, Good
Words, June 1884. O.E.D.

big drink. Thoe ocean, esp. the Atlantic: Miss
Braddon, 1882. (In U.S., from 1846, the Missis-
sippi.)

big, or long, drink. Liquor from a long glass:
C. 19-20, coll.; in C. 20, indeed, almost S.E.

*big getter. A ‘teller of the tale’ in a grand
and genteel manner: C. 20 c. ‘Stuart Wood’,
Shades of the Prison House, 1932.

big gun. A person of note : orig. (— 1900) U.S. ;
anglicised ca. 1910.

big head. The morning-after feeling (— 1880):

hunting coll.

coll. Get a or the b.h., to become intoxicated :
from ca. 1870.

big, or large, house. The workhouse: among
the indigent (— 1851). Mayhew. In the U.S., a
prison.

Big Lizzie. H.M.S. Queen Elizabeth: naval:
C. 20. Bowen.

big loat and little loat. A political c.p. used by
Liberals during the fiscal controversy ca. 1906.
Collinson.

big mouth. A tale-teller; an informer: low
Glasgow (— 1934).

big noise. An important person: from ca. 1907
(in U.8.). Popularised in England in G.W.

big number. (Gen. pl.) A brothel: Parisian
Englishmen’s : ca. 1820-1910. Ex °the huge size
of the number on the swinging door, never shut,
never more than two or three inches open ’, Ware.
Possibly in part, also, a pun on bagnio.

big one or un. A notable person: coll., ca.
180050 ; cf. big gun and pot and wig.

big people. Important people: coll.: from ca.
1856 ; slightly ob. Trollope.

big pond. The Atlantic: (prob. ex U.S. and
anglicised) ca. 1880 ; cf. big drink.

big pot. A person of comsequence; a don:
Oxford, ca. 1850-60. Thence, solely the former
and in gen. use. Perhaps pof, abbr. potentate.
Ware implies that, ca. 1878-82, it had, in the
music-halls, the special sense of ‘a leader, supreme
personage ’.

big shot. A gang-leader; a notorious gangster :
U.S., anglicised as coll. in C. 20. Prob. on big gun
and big notse.

big side. (Rugby and other Public Schools’) the
bigger boys combining in one game or sport; the
ground used therefor. Whence b.-s. run, a paper
chase in which all houses take part. C.19-20; ob.

big smoke (or B.8.), the. See Smoke, Big.

big stuft. Heavy shells: military coll.: late
1914-18, and after. F. & Gibbons.

big talk. Pompous, or sesquipedalian, speech :
(— 1874) coll.

big triangle, the. ‘ The old sailing-ship tramping
route—from U.K. to Australia with general cargo,
on to the West Coast of S. America with coal from
Newcastle, N.S.W., and then home with nitrates’ :
from ca. 1860 (now ob.): nautical coll. >, by
1880, j.

big wig. A person of high rank or position or
money. It occurs in Ned Ward early in C. 18,
but it > gen. only ca. 1840. Whence big-wigged,
consequential (Carlyle, 1851), big-wiggery, a display
of pompousness or importance (Thackeray, 1848),—
and big-wiggtem, pomposity, pretentiousness (George
Eliot) : all three being coll. at first, then soon
8.E.—though seldom employed.

big Willie. See Willie,

big word. A word of many syllables or much
pretentiousness : coll. (— 1879) rising to S.E. In
the pl., pomposity : from ca. 1850 ; in C. 20 almost
S.E., though rarely used.

bigger and better. A jocular coll., as in bigger
and better babies: from ca. 1924. Ex the Coué
vogue of 1923 with its self-adjurations to grow
‘ better and stronger’, etc.

iggin. A woman’s coif: a late C. 17-18 cata-

chresis recorded by B.E. Properly a serjeant-at-
law’s coif (also a night-cap, a hood for the head).

bike. Abbr. bicycle: from ca. 18980. Since
G.W., coll. Cf. trike.



BIL

*bil. A late C. 17-mid-18 c. abbr., recorded by
B.E,, of bilboa.

bilayutee pawnee. Soda-water: Anglo-Indian
coll. (— 1886). See parnee.

bilbo(a). In C. 16-17, S.E.: a sword noted for
the excellence of its temper and made orig. at
Bilbao in Spain. Hence, in late C. 17-18 (in C. 19,
archaic), coll.: the sword of a bully. Congreve
in the Old Bachelor: ‘Tell them . .. he must
refund—or bilbo’s the word, and slaughter will
ensue.’

Bilboy’s ball. See Beilby’s ball. (Grose, 1st ed.)

bile. The pudenda muliebria : so says F. & H.,
but I suspect that there is a confusion with bite, q.v.
—2. A C. 19-20 sol. for boil, n. and v., though for
the n. bile was once S.E.

bileyercan ! A sarcastic c.p. retort : proletarian
Glasgow (— 1934).

Nonsense ; empty talk : Public Schools’

(from ca. 1906) >, in 1919, gen. Desmond Coke,
The House Prefect, 1908, ‘ Let’s go . . . This is
awful bilge *; Lyell; R. Blaker, Night-Shift, 1934,
referring to 1920, ¢ ** Bilge ”” was the polite word,
current in those days for the later *‘ tripe . Ex
bilge-water.

bilge-cod. Fish served at dinner on Fridays:
: from ca. 1890, Maseficld.

bilge-water. Bad beer: coll.: C. 19-20. Ex
the bad water collecting at the bottom of a ship.

bilin’, biling. Boiling: sol. KEsp. in the whole
bilin’ or biling. See boiling, the whole. Baumann.

bilious. Bad, ‘rotten ’, as e.g. ¢ in bilious form ’ :
Society : from 1930. (Graham Shepard, T'ea-T'ray
in the Sky, 1934.)

biliously. The corresponding adv.: id.: id.
(Ibid.)

bilk, A statement or a reply devoid of truth or
sense : ca. 1630-1800. Perhaps a thinned form of
balk.—2. A hoax, humbug, or imposition (— 1664) ;
ob.—Hence, 3. A swindler or a cheat, as in Sheri-
dan, ‘Johnny WT(ijlks, Johnny WT[iJlks, thou
greatest of bilks’, 1790. Adj., wrong, misleading,
senseless : C. 18. Ex cribbage and = balk.

bilk, v. To deceive, cheat; defraud, fail to
pay; elude, evade: all these coll. senses (B.E. is
prob. wrong in considering the word to be c.) arose
in Restoration days and all had > S.E. by 1750.
Grose, 1st ed., ‘Bilking a coachman, a box keeper,
or a poor whore, was formerly among men of the
town thought a gallant action.” Cf. the n.

*bilk the blues. To evade the police : c. or low
8.: from ca. 1845; ob.

bilk the schoolmaster. To gain knowledge—esp,
by experience—without paying for it: 1821,
Moncrieff’s T'om and Jerry: coll.; ob.

bilker. A cheat(er), swindler: s. (1717: O.E.D.
Sup.) >, ca. 1800, coll.; now almost S.E. Like-
wise bilking, vbl.n. (— 1750), was almost S.E. by
1850 ; bilker is now, except in its abbr. form bilk,
rather ob.

Bill. See Billy.

bill. A list of boys due to see the headmaster
at noon, as in, Brinsley Richards, Seven Years at
Eton, 1876 ; also of those excused from * absence ’.
At Harrow School, names-calling : from ca. 1850.
—2. Inc., a term of imprisonment : from ca. 1830,
Always with long or short—8. A variant of bil,
q.v. (4 New Canting Dict., 1725.)

Bill Adams. Euphemistic for 5****r all, nothing
or extremely little: military: G.W. Cf. Fanny
Adams. (B.& P.)

BILLINGSGATE

bill at sight, paya. To be, by nature, apt to enter
into sexual intercourse: ca. 1820-1910. Egan’s
Grose, 1823.

Bill Bailey. A jocular c.p. form of address : ca.
1800-12. Collinson. Cf. would you . . .

bill brighter. A small faggot used for lighting
coal fires : from ca. 1840 ex Bill Bright, a servant
extant at least as late as 1830 : Winchester College
(see Mansfield).

Bill Harris. Bilharziasis (or -osis): Australian
military : late 1914-16. By ‘ Hobson-Jobson ’.

bill in the water, hold one with (his). To keep
(him) in suspense : ca. 1670-1700. Coll.

Bill Jim ; occ. Billjim. An Australian: Aus-
tralian : from ca. 1912, Ex the frequency of those
two hypocoristic forms of William and James.

Bill Massey’s. N.Z. army-boots: New Zealand
soldiers’ : in G.W. Ex the late Wm. Massey, who
was the N.Z. War Minister.

bill on the pump at Aldgate. See Aldgate.

bill of sale. Widow’s mourning clothes, esp. her
hat: late C. 17-19 (t by 1890). B.E. Cf. house
(or tenement) to let.

bill up. To confine (a soldier) to barracks:
military coll. (— 1890). Esp. as:

billed up. Confined to barracks: in the Guards’
regiments, ca. 1860-1916.

biller, billing-boy. A boy distributing advertise-
ments (bills): commercial coll. (— 1887). Bau-
mann.

billet. A post, a job: from ca. 1880; coll. In
c., get a billet = to get a soft job in prison: late
C. 19-20.

billet, every bullet has its. Every bullet must
land somewhere, and only those die in battle who are
marked by fate for such a death. Coll. from ca.
1695. Wesley in his Journal, June 6, 1765—I
quote the O.E.D.—* He never received one wound.
So true is the odd saying of King William, that
‘“every bullet has its billet’.” The phrase is
anticipated by Gascoigne, 1575, ¢ Every bullet hath
a lighting place ’ ; cf. Smollett’s  Every shot has its
commission, d’ye see’ (Apperson). In the G.W.
many soldiers pessimistically assumed that the
phrase implied a loading of the dice against them.

billiard-block. One who, for ulterior motives,
suffers fools and other disagreeables with apparent
gladness : Mrs. Gore, Mothers and Daughters, 1831.
1 Society s.

*billiard slum. In Australian c. of ca. 1870-1910,
false pretences. Here, slum = trick, dodge, game.
Go on the b.s., to practise such trickery. Ex :—give
it (to) ’em on the billiard slum, to impose on them with
that swindle which is termed & ‘ mace ’ (q.v.) : c. of
ca. 1810-70. Vaux, 1812.

billicock. See billycock.

billieo !, go to. Go to blazes ! : New Zealanders’
(— 1935). Cf. billy-o.

billikin. A small tin can used as a kettlo : coll. :
1926 (O.E.D. Sup.). Ex billy-can.

billing-boy. See 3 .

Billingsgate. Foul language; vituperation :
Commonwealth period; coll. > S.E. by 1800.
Gayton, 1654, ‘ Most bitter Billingsgate rhetorick ’
(Apperson). The language used at the Billingsgate
fish-market was certainly ‘strong’. See esp.
O.E.D. and F. & H—2. ence, & person foul
mouthed or vituperative : ca. 1680-1830.

Billingsgate (it). To talk coarsely ; to vituperate
(a persoxg: (— 1678) coll. ; + by 1850. In C. 19~
20, talk Bisllingsgate, also coll,



BILLINGSGATE

Billingsgate fish-fag, no better than 8. Rude;
uncouth : C. 19-20 coll. ; ob.

Billingsgate pheasant. A red herring : from ca.
1830; ob. Cf. Atlantic ranger.

Billio. See billy~0.—Billjim. See Bill Jim.

Bill(y). Shakespeare ; esp. spout Bill(y): (low)
coll. (— 1887). Baumann. Ex William Shake-
speare.—2, (Billy.) Abbr. silly Billy: coll.: late
C. 19-20.

billy. A silk pocket-handkerchief: ca. 1820-
1800 : c. (Scottish says ‘ Ducange Anglicus’, citing
Brandon, 1839) or low. Other C. 19 styles and
fancies in handkerchiefs—several of the terms sur-
vive—were the belcher, bird’s-eye wipe, blood-red
fandy, blue billy, cream fancy, king’s man, Randal's
man, Water’s man, yellow fancy, yellow man : qq.v.
—2. A truncheon (— 1874). H., 5thed. Ex US.
—3. In Australia and derivatively, but less, in New
Zealand, the can that serves the bushman as both
kettle and tea-pot : s. (ca. 1850) >, by 1880, coll. ;
billy-can (— 1892) is rarer and more an urban than
a rural term. Morris.—4. In c., billy is stolen
metal : mid-C. 19-20. Implied in H., 1st ed. Cf.
billy-hunting.—5. The removal or shifting of a
marble : schoolboys’: late C. 19-20.—6. Abbr,
billycock (hat): coll. (— 1887). Baumann.—7,
Abbr, billy-goat : coll.: C. 20.—8. See hilly with,

play.

Billy, Our. The Duke of Clarence, son of George
IV : ca. 1820-40. The Creevey Papers.

billy (or B.), whistling, A locomotive: coll.:
late C. 19-20. Manchon. Cf. puffing billy, q.v.

Billy Barlow. A street clown, a mountebank :
from ca. 1840 ; 1 by 1920. Ex an actual character,
the hero of a slang song. Such a clown is also called
a Jim Crow (by rhyming s. with saltimbanco) or a
saltimbanco.

Billy Blue. Admiral Cornwallis (1744-1819):
naval nickname : late C. 18—early 19. He ‘ always
kept the Blue Peter flying when weather drove him
to shelter from the blockade of Brest’ (Bowen) in
1795. * His various nicknames among the sailors,
* Billy go tight *’, given on account of his rubicund
complexion, ‘ Billy Blue ”’, *“ Coachee ”, and ‘‘ Mr.
Whip , seem to show that he was regarded with
more of affection than reverence’ (Encyclopedia
Britannica).—2. Unless the usually dependable
Dawson errs, also Lord Admiral St. Vincent (1735-
1823) : from ca. 1790 ; long t.

Billy Bluegum. A native bear (coala or koala):
Australian coll. : C. 20.

Billy born drunk. ‘A drunkard beyond the
memory of his neighbours’, Ware : low London:
1895, The People, Jan. 6 ; very ob.

billy-boy. (Sailors’) a two-masted vessel re-
sembling a galliot, the fore-mast square-rigged.
Coming mostly from Goole, they are also called
Humber keels. From ca. 1850 ; coll.

billy-button. A journeyman tailor: from ca.
1840.—2. In rhyming s., mutton (— 1867).
‘Ducange Anglicus.’

*pbilly buz(z)man. A thief specialising in silk

ket- and necker-chiefs : ca. 1830-1900 c. See
, sense 1, and buzman,

hilly-can. See hilly, 3.

billy-cock. A low-crowned, wide-brimmed felt
hat: coll. (— 1862). In Australia, the hat so

" named is made of hard, not soft felt, and its brim is
turned up: ooll. (— 1880). The word may be &
honetio development from the C. 18 bully-cocked
?Amhmt’s Terras Filius, 1721); but the hats were,

in precisely this style, made first for Billy Coke, a
Melton Mowbray sportsman, ca. 1842—though
admittedly this derivation smacks of folk-etymol-

ogy.

ﬁilb-dw. A billet-douz, a love-letter : C. 18-20;
coll.

*billy-fencer. A marine-store dealer: ¢.; from
ca. 1840 ; ob. See the two words.

*billy-fencing shop. A shop receiving stolen
precious metal : c¢. (— 1845); ob.

Billy-go-tight. See Billy Blue.

billy-goat. A male goat: coll.: 1861, Peacock
&%D.).—& Hence (— 1882) the s. sense, a tufted

billy-goatin stays. An effeminate officer: naval :
ca. 1870-85, when many young ‘ swells * wore stays.
Ware.

billy-ho. See billy-o.

*pilly-hunting. Post-1820, ob. c. for collecting
and buying old metal: ex billy, sense 4. Also,
going out to steal silk handkerchiefs : same period :
ex billy, sense 1.

billy-o (or oh) or occ. billy-ho, like. With great
vigour or 8 : mid-C. 19-20. The Referee,
Aug. 9, 1885, ‘ It'll rain like billy-ho ! ° Perhaps ex
the name used euphemistically for the devil.

Billy Puffer or B.p. or b.p. A name given to the
early steamers by seamen : ca. 1840-1920. Bowen,
‘¢ Compare Puffing Billies on land.’

billy-roller. ‘A long stout stick . . . used . . .
to beat the little ones employed in the mills when
their strength fails >, Mrs. Trollope, Michael Arm-
strong, 1840. (The O.E.D. records at 1834.) See,
too, Ure’s Dict. of the Arts, vol. iii, 1875. Coll,, }.
Cf. billy, a truncheon.

Billy Ruffian. H.M.S. Bellerophon :
C.20. Bowen. By ‘ Hobson-Jobson’.

Billy the Butcher. The Duke of Cumberland
(1721-65). Ex his cruelty when suppressing the
Jacobite rising after the battle of Culloden, 1746.
His sobriquets were the Bloody Buicher and the
Butcher of Culloden. Dawson.

Billy Turniptop. An agricultural labourer : from
ca. 1890; virtually t. The Daily Telegraph,
July 10, 1895. (Ware.)

Billy Wells. A big gun or its shell : military :
late 1914-18. F. & Gibbons. Ex Bombardier
Wells, the English heavy-weight boxer. Cf. Jack
Johknson, q.v.

billy with, play. To play the deuce with: coll.:
late C. 19-20. (R. Knox, The Body in the Silo,
1933.) See also billy-o.

Bim (or Bimm) ; Bimshire, A Barbadian (cf.
Badian); the island of Barbados, which is also
(— 1890) called Little England : coll.: mid-C. 19—
20. Perhaps ex vim, as suggested in Paton's Down
the Islands, 1887.

bime-by. By-and-by: dial. (— 1839 and) Cock-
ney sol. (— 1887). Ex U.S., where recorded in 1824
(O.E.D. Sup.). Baumann.

*himp. m C.20 See beong

. A shilling : C. 20 vagrants’ . .
bimster. ‘A rope’s end used in the training ships
for punishment purposes’: naval: late C. 19-20.
Bowen. Perhaps beamster, something applied to
the ‘ beam ’ or rump : but cf. bim (Addenda).

bin. Been: in C. 19-20, sol. except in dial.
Earlier, a 8.E. variant.

A trousers- et : c., and low : from ca.
1920. J. Curtis, The Gili Kid, 1936. One dips
thereinto.

naval :



BIND

bind. A depressing or very dull person, task or
duty: Royal Air Force: from ca. 1920. (Cf.
binder, 4.) Ex:

bind, v. To weary, bore a person: Royal Air
Force: from ca. 1920. Cf. binder, 4. ‘Jack?
Oh, he binds me solid !’

*binder. An egg: late C. 19-20 c¢. >, by 1910,
low. Ware. Cf. the t S.E. medical sense of
binder: Anything causing constipation.—2. A
meal, esp. a good, satisfying one : New Zealanders’ :
C. 20.—3. See tiddley and binder.—4. A bore (per-
son): Royal Air Force: from ca. 1920. Ex bind,
v. Cf. bind, n.

binder, go a. To eat a meal : New Zealanders’
(esp. tramps’) : from before 1932. See binder, 2.

bindle. A notable ‘howler’: Dulwich College
(— 1907). Collinson. Origin ? Perhaps a blend :
? bungle + swindle.

bing or byng. Gen. bing a-vast. To go: c. of
mid-C. 16—early 19. Scott has b. out, in Guy
Mannering, and b. avast, in Nigel. Perhaps of
Romany origin.

bing-bang. Echoic for & repeated heavy impact
or a continued banging: coll.: from ca. 1910.
(O.E.D.Sup.) Prob. at first a nursery word evoked
by the excitement arising from ‘ playing soldiers ’.

binge. A drinking bout: Oxford University
(— 1889). Barrére & Leland. Hence, in G.W.,,
‘an expedition, dehberately undertaken in com-
pany for the purpose of relieving depression, cele-
brating an occasion or a spasm of high spirits, by
becoming intoxicated ’ (B. & P.); also as v. Food
often, music and singing sometimes, form part of a
‘ binge’. More an officers’ than a private soldiers’
word. Perhaps ex bingo, q.v.; or ex dial. v. binge
influenced by bingo, the latter being the more prob.,
for binge, a heavy drinking-bout, exists in dial. as
early as 1854 (0.E.D.).—2. See:

binge, have a ; haul off and take a binge. To (go
away to) get a sleep : nautical : ca. 1880-1910.

binge a cask. ‘To get the remaining liquor from
the wood by rinsing it with water ’ : nautical coll. :
C. 19-20. Bowen. Ex binge, to drench: see
binge. Also bull the (or a) cask, q.v.

bingey. See bingy.

Bingham’s Dandies. (Military) the 17th Lancers:
from ca. 1830 ; slightly ob. Its colonel of 1826-37,
Lord Bingham, insisted on well-fitting uniforms.
Earlier, the 17th Lancers were called the Horse
Marines, q.v., and from ca. 1870 the Death or Qlory

Boys.

binghi. See bingy.

ingli A combination, barberly and verbal,
of bobbing and shingling: coll.: middle 1920’s.
Collinson.

*bingo. Inlate C.17 (asin B.E.)and inC.18,¢.;
in C. 19 (as in Tom Brown at Oxzford), s.; ob.
Spirituous liquor, esp. brandy. Perhaps b, (cf.
b. and s.) + stingo, q.v., or ex binge, to soak, steep,
after stingo (see Grose, P.). The word occurs
notably in Fighting Attie’s Song, in Lytton’s Paul
Clifford. The O.E.D. dates it at 1861.—2. Whence
bingo boy and mort, male and female dram-drinker :
c. of late C. 17—early 19.

*bingo club. ‘A set of Rakes, Lovers of that
Liquor’ (brandy), B.E. : late C. 17-18 c.

*bingo mort. See bingo, 2.

. hingly; Irintgeyt 1,1 orxﬁ The Siydney Bulletin, keep-
ing closer e riginal, spells it, binghi.
Stomach, belly : Australian: C. 2%6. Dictionaried
in Webster, 1926.

BIRD AND BABY

bingy, adj. (Of butter) bad, ropy ; cof. vinnied.
Largely dial. (— 1857); ass., ob.

binnacle word. An affected, a too literary word,
which, says Grose (1785), the sailors jeeringly offer
to chalk up on the binnacle. { by 1890.

binned, be. To be hanged : London: 1883—ca.
1910. Ware, ¢ Referring to Bartholomew Binns, a
hangman appointed in 1883.

bint. A girl or woman ; a prostitute,—in which
role the female was often called saida [sah-eeda]
bint, lit. ¢ a  Good-day !’ girl ’ : among soldiers in
Egypt : late C. 19-20, but esp. in G.W. Direct ex
Arabic.—2. Hence, the bint, the man playing ‘a
female part in a Divisional Concert Party or
Troupe ’ : military : 1916-18. F. & Gibbons. °

biockey. Money : Anglo-Italian, esp. in Lon-
don : mid-C. 19-20. Ex It. baiocchi, ¢ browns’.

bionet. B.E.’s variant of bagonet, q.v.

bioscope. (A drink of) brandy: ca. 1910-14.
The more a man drinks, the more ‘ moving pictures ’
he sees.

birch broom. A room: rhyming s. (— 1857).
¢ Ducange Anghcus’.

birch-broom in a fit, like a. (Of a head) rough,
tously, tousled: C. 19; e.g. in Hindley’s Cheap
Jack, 1876.

Birchen or Birchin(g) Lane, send one to. To flog ;
ex birch, to thrash : coll.: ? C 17-18. An allusion
to Birchin Lane, London. Cf.:

birchen salve, anoint with. To cane; thrash:
C. 16-17 coll. Tyndale. (O.E.D.)

Bird ; always the Bird. The Eagle Tavern:
theatrical : ca. 1840-85. Ware, ¢ General Booth of
the Salvation Army bought it up (1882).’

*bird. ¢ The foole that is caught’, Greene: c. of
ca. 156856-1600.—2. A prisoner: New Zealand
military : 1915-18. Ex cage, a detention-camp.
Prob. ex earlier cage, a prison, is:—3. Prison.
Rare except as do bird, to  do time’, and in bird, in
prison. C. 20 c. Edgar Wallace in The Mind of
My. J. Q. Reader ; David Hume.—4. Collectively,
previous convictions : c¢. (— 1935). David Hume.
—>b. As the bird, a hissing of an actor : theatrical
(1883 ; ob.); cf. big bird, goose, qq.v. Actors used
to say ‘ The bird’s there.” Ware. Ex the hissing
of a goose.—8. A man, a chap; esp. in old bird
(1853). O.E.D. (Sup.). Cf. downy bird, q.v.—
7. A troublesome seaman : nautical : late C. 19-20.
Bowen.—8. (A) bird, a girl: from ca. 1880. A
sweetheart : military : from ca. 1890. A harlot :
from ca. 1900. The last twonuances may represent a
survival ex early S.E., but more prob. they have
arisen independently.—9. See bird, give the.

bird, v. To thieve, steal, seek for plunder : late
C. 16-17. Cf. black-birding.

bird, big. See big bird.

bird, . An occ. variant of bird, queer, q.v.:
late C. 19-20. Baumann.

bird, give (one) or, hence, get the. To dismiss (a
person), send him about his business; to be so
treated : late C. 19-20. Ex the theatre : see bird,
n., 5—2. In Australia, give the bird is to treat with
derision : from before 1916. C. J. Dennis.

bird, like 8. See thelike a . . . entry.

bird, little. An unnamed informant or, rarely,
informer : (— 1833) coll. >, by 1890, S.E.—
though far from literary.

bird, old. See bird, n., 6.

bird, queer. A strange fellow: C. 19-20; coll.
See queer, quire bird.

Bird and Baby, the. A mid-C. 18-early 19



BIRD-CAGE

facetious version of the Eagle and Child (inn).
Grose, 1st ed.

bird-cage. (Women’s dress) a bustle : ca. 1860—
1900.—2. A four-wheeled cab: ca. 1850-1910.—
3. (Racing) The Newmarket race-course paddock
where the saddling is done (— 1884); ob.—4. In
G.W., a compound for prisoners; cf. cage.—b. A
pomnt occupied by a sniper: military: G.W.
(B. & P.)—6. The Birdcage, ‘the elaborately
entrenched position, north of Salonika, constructed
in 1916 to serve as a final stronghold’: Eastern
troops’ for rest of the War. F. & Gibbons.

Bird-Catchers, the. The Royal Irish Fusiliers,
since 1811 ; the 1lst Royal Dragoons and the Scots
Grdys, since 1815 (Waterloo) : military. F. & Gib-
bons. Ex the capture of French eagles : cf., there-
fore, Aiglers.

bird-lime. A thief: C. 18, e.g. in Vanbrugh.
—2. Time: rhyming s. (— 1857). °Ducange
Anglicus’, 1st ed.—3. In G.W.: a recruiting
sergeant ; ob.

bird-lime !, come off the. Tell that to the
marmes ! : low (— 1923). Manchon.

bird-man. An aviator: coll.: ca. 1908-18.
0.E.D. (Sup.).

bird-mouthed. Apt to mince matters : from ca.
1600 ; coll. > S.E. by 1700 ; ob.

bird of passage. A person never long in one
place : C.19-20: coll.; in C. 20, S.E.

bird-seed. Sweets; chocolates : military : C. 20.
F. & Gibbons, ‘ Something nice for the * Bird "’ :
see bird, n., 8, 2nd nuance.

bird-spit. A rapier: coll: ca. 1600-1820.

bird-witted. Wild-headed, inattentive; incon-
siderate ; gullible: ca. 1600-1890; coll. till ca.
1800, then S.E. B.E., Grose. (O.E.D.)

birdie. A hole done in one under the bogey
figure : golfing coll.: from ca. 1920. O.E.D.
(Sup.). Cf. eagle.

bird’s-eye. Baumann, 1887, records it as a
variant of :

bird’s-eye wipe. A silk handkerchief with eye-
like spots: from ca. 1820; ob. Also bird’s-eye
fogle: low. Adumbrated in Pepys’s Diary (bird’s-
eye hood) ; app. first in Egan’s Grose, 1823.

birds of a feather. Rogues of the same gang:
late C. 17-18 ; e.g. in B.E. Ex late C. 16-20 S.E.
sense, persons of like character, mainly in the prov-
erb birds of a feather fly (1578 ; long 1) or flock
(1607) together, as esp. in Apperson.

birds with one stone, kill two. To manage to do
two things where one expects, or has a right to
expect, to do only one: from ca. 1600; coll. till
ca. 1700, when it > S.E.

birk. A house; back s. on crtd, q.v.
1859.

Birreligion. The (political) import of Augustine
Birrell's Educational Bill of 1906 : political ; now
only historical. Collinson.

birthday suit, in one’s. Naked. Smollett,
Humphry Clinker, 1771 : ‘I went in the morning to
a private place, along with the housemaid, and we
bathed in our birth-day soot.’ Increasingly less
used in C. 20 owing to the supremacy of in the
altogether. Prob. suggested by Swift’s birthday gear,
1731—cf. the rare birthday attire (1860): both of
which are prob. to be accounted ass. O.E.D. (Sup.).

" Biscuit, the. The 10.30 p.m. express goods-train
carrying biscuits from Reading to London: rail-
waymen’s: from oca. 1910. The Daily Telegraph,
Aug. 16, 1936. Cf. the Bacca, q.v.

H., Isted.,

BISKIWITS

biscuit ; occ. a dog-biscuit, A brown mattress or
palliagse : military : 1909. Collinson; B. & P.
Ex shape, colour, and hardness.

biscuit, take the, See take the biscuit.

biscuit and beer. To subject to a biscuit and beer
bet, a swindling bet of a biscuit against a glass of
beer : low London : ca. 1850-1910. Ware.

*Biscuit Factory, the. The Reading Gaol (closed
down a few years ago) : early C. 20 c. (It adjoined
Huntley & Palmer’s factory.) Cf.:

Biscuit Men, the. Reading Football Club
(‘soccer’): sporting: C. 20. See preceding; cf.
Toffee Men.

bish, A bishop: C. 20; rare before G.W.—2.
A mistake : Seaford Preparatory School : from ca.
1925.

bishop. A fly burnt at a candle: late C. 16—
mid-17. Florio. Cf. bishop, v.,, 1.—Cf. 1, b, ‘a
mushroom growth in the wick of a burning candle ’ :
late C. 16-19.—2. A warm drink of wine, with sugar
and either oranges or lemons : Ned Ward in The
English Spy, that work which, at the beginning of
C. 18, held an unflattering but realistically witty
mirror up to London. Ob. by 1890 after being
coll. by 1750, S.E. by 1800.—3. ‘One of the
largest of Mrs. Philips’s purses [cundums], used to
contain the others’, Grose, 1st ed.: low: late
C. 18-early 19.—4. A chamber-pot: C.19-20, ob.—
5. At Winchester College, ca. 1820-1900, the sapling
that binds a large faggot together ; cf. dean, q.v.

bishop, v. Burn, let burn: coll, C. 18-20. Ex
the C. 16-20 (ob.) proverbial sayings, ‘ The bishop
has put his foot into the pot’ or ‘ The bishop hath
played the cook’, bothrecorded in Tyndale.—2. To
use deception, esp. the burning of marks into the
teeth, to make a horse look young (— 1727, R.
Bradley, T'he Family Dict.): v.t. ex a man so
named, and often as vbl.n., bishoping. Coll. by ca.
1780, S.E. by ca. 1820.—3. To murder by drown-
ing : from 1836, when one Bishop drowned a boy in
order to sell the body for dissecting purposes: the
irrepressible Barham, ‘I burk’d the papa, now I'll
bishop the son.” F. & H. describes it as T in 1890,
but the S.0.D. allows it currency in 1933.—4. In
printing, bishop the balls, to water the balls: 1811,
Lex. Bal. ; ob.

bishop ! (rarely); oh bishop! A c.p. used in
derision on the announcement of stale news: the
1890’s : Conway Training Ship. Masefield.

bishop, do a. See do & bishop.

bishop hath blessed it !, the. A c.p. of C. 18
applied ¢ when a thing speedeth not well ’ (Tyndale,
1528).

bishoping. The performing of a bishop’s duties:
coll. : 1857, Trollope. (O.E.D.)—2. See bishop, v.,2.

Bishops, the. The Bishop Auckland ‘soccer’
team : sporting : C. 20.

bishop’s finger. A guide-post: C. 19. Halli-
well. Cf. finger-post, a parson.

bishop’s sister’s son, he is the, He has & big
‘pull’ (much influence): ecclesiastical c.p.:
C. 16. Tyndale, 1528.

bishop’s wife, as in what, a bishop’s wife ? eat and
drink in your gloves f A semi-proverbial c.p. of mid-
C. 17-early 18. Ray, 1678. ‘This is a cryptic
saying’, remarks Apperson; prob. it = ‘You're
quite the fine lady (now) !’

biskiwits, biskwits. Prisoners of war in Germany :
military : 1915-18. B. & P. Ex the Ger. for the
maize biscuits sometimes obtainable from the
canteen in prison camps.



BISMARCKER

Bismarcker, bismarquer, to. Cheat, esp. at cards
or billiards: ca. 1866-1900. In 1865-6, Bis-
marck, the German Chancellor, pursued a foreign

licy that rendered indignant a large section of

uropean thought. The bismarquer form shows
Fr. influence.

bisque, give (someone) fifteen, etc., and a. To
defeat very easily; ‘leave standing’. Coll.:
from ca. 1880 ; ob. Ex tennis.

bit. In C. 16—early 19 c., with variant bite,
money ; in C. 19 c., bit also = a purse.—2. The
silver piece of lowest denomination in almost any
country : C.18-19.—3. Any small piece of money :
coll., C. 19-20, ob.—4. A fourpenny-bit (1829):
still so called in 1890, though joey was much com-
moner.—5. The smallest coin in Jamaica : Dyche,
1748.—86. A term of imprisonment : c¢. (— 1869) >
low.—7. A girl, a young woman, esp. regarded
sexually : low coll.: C. 19-20. Cf. prece, q.v.—
8. In such ]f)hmses as a bit of a fool, rather or some-
what of a fool, the word is coll.; from ca. 1880.
Baumann.—9. Coll. also in the adv. phrases a bit,
a little or a whit, late C. 17-20 ; not a bit, not at all,
from ca. 1749 (Fielding); and every bit, entirely
(— 1719).—10. Likewise coll. when it = a short
while, either as for, or in, a bit or simply as a bit :
from ca. 1650. Walton ; Wm. Godwin, in his best
work (Caleb Williams), ‘1 think we may as well
stop here a bit.” (0.E.D.)

*bit, past ppl. of bite, v., 1: q.v. ‘Robb’d,
Cheated or Out-witted ’, B.E.

bit, do a. See do a bit.

bit, do one’s. See do one’s bit.

*bit-faker or bit-turner-ouf. A coiner of bad
money : C.19-20c. ; thelattert. Vaux. Whence
bit-faking, vbl.n., counterfeiting. See bit, n., 1.

bit his grannam. See bite his grannam.

bit-maker. A counterfeiter (— 1857), ob.: low,
perhaps even c.

bit ot all right, a (little). Something excellent ; a
E‘:fe?y or an obliging female: C. 20. Manchon ;

man Wills Crofts, Mystery in the Channel, 1931,
‘ This looked a bit of all right.” Cf. bit of *tout
droit’, q.v.

bit o(f) beef. ‘A quid of tobacco; less than
a pipeful. . . reference to tobacco-chewing
staying hunger’, Ware : low : ca. 1850-1910.

bit ot ; bits of. (Cf. bit, n.,, 8.) When used
affectionately or depreciatively, it is a coll., dating
from late C. 18. Anderson, Ballads, 1808, ¢ Oor bits
o’ bairns ' (E.D.D.).

bit o(f) blink. A drink:
(— 1909): ob. Ware.

bit of blood. A high-spirited or a thoroughbred
horse : 1819, Tom Moore ; slightly ob.

bit off) bull. Beef: C. 19. Like the preceding
entry, s. verging on coll,

bit of cavalry. A horse: ca. 1825-80. Mon-
crieff, 1821.

bit o(f) crumb. * A pretty plump girl—one of the
series of words designating woman imm. following
the introduction of “ jam ™ as the fashionable term
(in unfashionable quarters) for lovely woman’,
Ware : from ca. 1880; ob. Cf. crummy, 1, q.v.,
and bit of grease.

*bit o(f) dirt. A hill: tramps’ c. (— 1935).

bit of doing, take a. To be difficult to do : coll. :
late C. 19-20.

bit of ebony. A negro or a negress: C. 19-20,
ob.; coll

bit of fat. An unexpected advantage, esp. (cf.

tavern rhyming s.

BIT ON

bunce) if pecuniary: C. 19-20; of. fa, n.—2.
Whence have a bit of fat from the eye, to eat ¢ the
orbits ’ of a sheep’s eyes—a delicacy (Ware, 1909).
o bit ot fluff. The same as bit of muslin, q.v.:

. 20.
*bit of gig. Fun; a spree: c. (— 1823); very
ob. Egan’s Grose.

bit o(f) grease. (Not derogatory.) A stout and
smiling Hindu woman: Anglo-Indian military
(— 1909). Ware. Cf. bit of crumb, q.v.

bit of grey. ‘An elderly person at a ball or a
marriage . . . to give an air of staid dignity’:
Society : ca. 1880-1910. Ware. Ex grey hair.

bit of haw-haw. A fop; London taverns’: ca.
1860-1914. Ware. Ex haw ! haw !

bit of hard (or stiff). A pents (erectus): low:
C. 19-20.

bit of it !, nota. No; not at all; you're wrong:
coll. : late C. 19-20.

bit o(f) jam. Something easy ; a pretty, esp. if
accessible, girl ; prob. from ca. 1850, though Ware
dates it at 1879. Cf. tart, jam; and see bit of
crumb.

*bit of leaf. Tobacco: mid-C. 19-20 c.; ob.
J. Greenwood, 1876.

bit of (one’s) mind. Gen. with give. One’s
candid, unfavourable opinion : coll. ; from ca. 1860.

bit o(f) muslin. A (young) girl, esp. if a prosti-
tute: ca. 1873; ob. H., 5th ed. (a bit of stuff);
Whiteing, 1899, ¢ She’s a neat little bit o’ muslin,
ain’t she now ?°  Cf. skirt and bit of fluff.

bit of mutton. A woman; gen. a harlot:
C. 19-20, ob. ; perhaps coll. rather than s.

bit o(f) pooh. Flattery, ‘ blarney ’; courtship :
workmen’s (— 1909); almost . Ware. Ex
pooh !, nonsense !

bit o(f) prairie. ‘A momentary lull in the traffic
at any point in the Strand . . . From the bareness
of the road for a mere moment, e.g. ‘“A bit o
prairie—go ”’,’ Ware: London: ca. 1850-1914.
Cf. 8.E. island.

bit o(f) raspberry. An attractive girl : from ca.
1880 ; very ob. Ware. On bit of jam, q.v.

bit o(f) red. A soldier: coll.: late C. 18-19.
Ware. Ex colour of jacket.

bit of skirt. A girl; a woman : coll.: from ca.
1900 ; esp. military, Australian, New Zealand.

bit of snug. The act of kind : low : late C. 19~
20; ? ob.—2. The penis: id.: id.

bit o(f) soap. A charming girl—though frail:
low London : 1883—ca. 1914. Ware.
bbit of sticks. A corpse : sporting, from ca. 1860 ;

ob.

bit of stiff. Money not in specic; a bank or a
currency note ; a bill of exchange : from ca. 1850.
Lever. Whence do a bit of stiff, to accept a bill of
exchange or a post-dated cheque.—2. See bit of

bit o(f) stuff. An overdressed man: low
(— 1874). H., 6th ed.—2. A (young) woman;
mid-C. 19-20; ob. Cf. Marryat's piece of stuff,
1834, and bit of muslin, q.v.

bit of ¢ tout droit °, a. A ° bit of all right’, q.v.:
Anglo-French (— 1923); ob. Manchon. Ex the

Fr. un petit morceau de tout drost.

bit o(f) tripe. A wife : rhyming (1) s. (— 1909);
virtually f. Ware. Cf. trouble and strife.

bit off, a. See off, a bit.

bit on, (have)a. (Tolay)a stake: Mini: 18904,

re.—2. Asadj.,a bit on = drunk : low:

Tge
C.19-20; ob. 1 cf. bite one’s grannam, q.v.
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BIT THE BLOW

*bit the blow. See bite the blow.

bit of wood in the hole, put 8. See wood in it !

bit you P, what’s. See what’s bit you P

bitch. A lewd woman: B8.E. from origin
(— 1400) to ca. 1660, when it > coll. ; since ca. 1837
it has been a vulg. rather than a coll. (In C. 20 low
London it = a fast young womsan.) As coll.: e.g.
in Arbuthnot’s John Bull and Fielding's Tom Jones.
—2. Opprobriously of & man: in C. 16, 8.E. ; in
C. 17-18, coll., as in Hobbes and Fielding.—3. Tea :
Cambridge University, ca. 1820-1914. E.D.D.
Prob. ex stand bitch.—4. The queen in playing-
cards, mainly public-house ; from ca. 1840. Cf.
butcher.—b5. X male harlot: c¢.: C. 20. James
Curtis, The Gilt Kid, 1936.

bitch, v. Go whoring; frequent harlots : from
Restoration times to ca. 1830 : coll. Ex bitch,n., 1.
—2. To yield, cry off, from fear : coll. verging on
S.E.: C. 18-early 19. Ex a bitch’s yielding.—
3. V.t., to spoil or bungle: from ca. 1820: coll.
¢<JonBee’,1823. Prob.a thinned form of botch : W.

bitch ], I may be a whore but can’t be a. A low
London woman’s c.p. reply on being called a biich :
late C. 18-mid-19. Grose (1st ed.), who prefaces it
with : ¢ The most offensive appellation that can be
given to an English woman, even more provoking
than that of whore, as may be gathered from the
regular Billingsgate or St. Giles answer’, etc. Cf.
the C. 18 proverbial saying, the bitch that I mean is
not a dog (Apperson).

bitch, stand. To preside at tea or perform some
other female part: late C. 18—carly 19. Grose,
1st ed.

bitch booby. A rustic lass : mid-C. 18—early 19;
military (Grose, 1st ed.). Cf. dog booby, q.v.

bitch of, make a. A variant of bitch, v. 3: low:

20.

bitch party. A party composed of women : from
ca. 1880. Orig. (ca. 1850) a tea-party : Cambridge
and Oxford. Ex bitch, n., 3.

bitch-pie !, go to hell (where you belong) and help
your mother to make &. A c.p. elaboration of go to
hell / : mid-C. 18-20; ob. Grose, 2nd ed., 1788;
Manchon.

bitch the pot. To pour out the tea: under-
graduates’ : lato C. 18-mid-19. Ware.
bull)litched, b*+++++q, and bewildered. See Barney’s

bitches’ wine. Champagne : from ca. 1850. Cf.
cat’s water.

*bite. The female pudend: (prob.) c.: late
C. 17-early 19, as in B.E. (‘ The Cull wapt the
Mort’s bite, i.o. the Fellow enjoyed the Whore
briskly ’) and Grose; perhaps ex A.-S. byht, the
fork of the legs, a sense recurring in Sir Gawayn,
vv. 1340, 1349.—2. A deception, from harmless to
criminal : Steele, 1711 ; ob. by 1890, } by 1920.—
Hence, 3. A sharper; trickster: c. or lows. > gen.
s.: late C. 17-early 19, as in B.E., Fielding,
Smollett.—Hence, 4. A hard bargainer: C. 19.—
? hence, 5. Any person or thing suspected of being
different from, not necessarily worse than, what
appearances indicate : C. 19-20 coll.,, ob.—8. (Cf.
sense 4.) A Yorkshireman : from late 1850’s, though
recorded in Cumberland dialect as early as 1805 ;
ob.; at first, pejorative. H., lst ed.—7. In c,,
C. 18—early 19 : money ; cash. It occurs as late as
gohn Davis’s novel, The Post Caplain, 1805. Cf.

i, 1, q.v.

*bite, v. To steal; rob: late C. 17—early 19 c.

B.E.—2. Deceive, swindle : orig. (— 1669) c., but

BITTOCK

by 1709, when Steele employs it in the T'aller, it is
clearly s.; except in the passive, t by ca. 1870.—
3. To ‘ take the ﬁait *: C. 17-20 coll.—4. To drive
a hard bargain with: C. 19-20 coll. Implied in
‘Jon Bee ’, 1823.—5. (Of a book, a MS.) to impress
or appeal to: publishers’: from 1936. Thus a
publisher might say to his ‘ reader ’ : ‘8o it didn’t
bite you, after all ?°

bite! Sold! done! tricked you! Only ca.
1700-60. Swift makes a male character, in reply
to a young woman’s ‘ I'm sure the gallows groans
for you’, exclaim, ¢ Bite, Miss ; I was but in jest.”
2. At Charterhouse, C. 19-20: cave !—3. At the
Blue-Coat School : give it tome ! : 1887, Baumann.

*bite a blow ; gen. to have bit theblow. To have
‘ accomplish’d the Theft, plaied the Cheat, or done
the Feat’, B.E. : c. of late C. 17-18.

bite in the collar or the cod-piece ?, do they. A
c.p. of late C. 18—early 19. * Water wit to anglers’,
says Grose, 3rd ed.

bite me !, trost ; (dog) bite my ear! A lower-
classes’ cry of astonishment (— 1923). Manchon.

bite (up)on the bit or the bridle. To be reduced
in circumstances : C. 14-20: coll. verging on S.E. ;
in C. 19-20, mainly dial. Gower, ca. 1390;
Latimer ; Smollett. (Apperson.)

bite one’s, or the, ear. To borrow money from :
since ca. 1850. In C. 19, c.: in C. 20, low.

bite one’s grannam, gen. as to have bit one’s

. To be very drunk : late C.17-18. B.E.

bite one’s hips. To regret something: tailors’,
ca, 1850-1910.

bite one’s name in. To drink heavily ; tipple:
low: C.19-20; very ob.

bite one’s, or the, thumb. To make a contemp-
tuous gesturc; v.t. with at. Coll.: C. 16-18.
Shakespeare, in Romeo and Juliet : I will bite my
thumb at them : which is a disgrace to them if they
bear it.’

*hite the tooth. To be successful : c. : late C. 19—
20. Ware, ¢ Origin unknown.’

bite up, n. A disagreeable altercation: tailors’,
ca. 1840-1920 ; asis biting up, grief, bitter regret.—
2. (bite-up.) A meal; refreshments. Also v., to
eat, occ. as bite up a hole. Tailors’: C.20. E.g.in
The Tailor and Cutter, Nov. 29, 1928.—3. V.i., to
grumble ; a grumbling or a complaint : id.: id.

bitedtite. See bitytite.

biter. A sharper; late C. 17-18 ¢. Cotton.—
2. A hoaxer: from late C. 17 coll. passing to S.E. ;
except in the biter bit, ¥ by ca. 1870.—3. In mid-
C. 18—early 19 lows., * a lascivious, rampant wench ’,
Grose (q.v.).

bites, when the maggot. At one’s own sweet will :
coll. ; from late C. 17; very ob. L’'Estrange.

biting you. See what’s bit you P

biting up. Sce bite up, 1.

bits of. See bit of.

*bitt. A variant of bz, 1.

bitten. See bite, v.

bitter. (A glass of) bitter beer: coll.: *Cuth-
bert Bede’, 1866, ‘. . . to do bitters, . . . the
acfl of drinking bitter beer’. After ca. 1880,
coll.

bitter-ender. One who resists or fights to the
bitter end : coll. : mid-C. 19-20. O.E.D. (Sup.).

bitter oath, e.g. take one’s. To swear solemnly :
low: oa. 1850-1910. Ware. Corruption of better
oath (as, e.g., by God! is ‘ better’ than by hell /, the
devil /, eto.).

bittock. A distance or a period of uncertain



BITWISE

length ; properly, a little bit.
but from ca. 1860, also coll.

bitwise. Little by little : coll. : from the 1890’s ;
very ob.

*bitty. A skcleton key : c.: late C. 19-20. Ex
bit, a piece of mechanism.

bitytite ; biteétite (or bite-etite). Hunger: (low)
East London : ca. 1890-1915. Ware. Ex bite on
appetite. Cf. drinkitite, q.v.

bivvy. Dial. and Cockney (? ex L. bibere via
Lingua Franca) for: beer, esp. in shant o(f) bivwy, a
pot or a quart of beer. In Cockney since ca. 1840.—
2. (Occ. bivy). A temporary shelter: military :
1916. Ex:—3. A bivouac: military: from ca.
1900.

bivvy, v. Tohalt for the night : miltary : from
ca. 1910. Ex n., 3.—2. Hence, to put up any-
where : military : from 1916. F. & Gibbons.

Orig. (— 1802), dial. ;

bivvy-sheet. A waterproof sheet: military:
from 1914. F. & Gibbons.
biz. Business. Orig. (1865) U.S.; anglicised

ca. 1880: it appears in The Saturday Review,
Jan. 5, 1884, in Baumann, and in the ‘comic
strip ’, Ally Sloper, on Aug. 17, 1889.

biz, good! Excellent!: C. 20. Lyell. Ex
good biz, profitable business or transaction (— 1889).

Bizzy ; Busy. Bismarck: from ca. 1880; ob.
Baumann. On Dizzy.

blab, a ; blab, to. An indiscreet talker; to talk
indiscreetly, also v.t. C. 16-20. Until ca. 1660,
S.E.; thereafter, the v. is coll,, the n. (see esp.
Grose, P.) is almost s. Likcwise blabber and 1
blabberer, in the same senses, were orig. S.E., but
from ca. 1750 coll.  Blabbing, tale-telling, indiscreet
talk, has always been coll. rather than S.E., except
perhaps in C. 20 : from ca. 1600. Wesley.—2. A
synonym of juice-meeling (q.v.), but + by 1925,
Anon., Dict. of Bootham Slang, 1925.

black. A poacher working with a blackened
face: 8. or coll.: C. 18. F. & H.—2. A black-
mailer: c.: C.20. Cf.:

*black, v. InC.20c., to blackmail. Whence the
black, blackmail ; at the black, on the blackmail
‘lay’; put the black on, to blackmail; pay black,
to pay blackmail ; and blacking, vbl.n., blackmail-
(ing) :—Edgar Wallace, passim.

black, adj. See table-cloth.

Black Agnes. Agnes, the heroic Countess of
Dunbar (ca. 1312-69). Ex her dark complexion.
Dawson.

black-a-moor, black Moor. (Gen. unhyphenated.)
Recorded in 1647 ; t in S.E. senses. In C. 19-20
used as a nickname and as a playful cndearment
(cf. Turk): essentially coll. Also adj. As in black-
avised, the a is prob. euphonic and to be compared
with the nonsensical but metrically useful -a in
jog-trot verses.

black and tam. An Oxford undergraduette :
Oxford University : late 1921-ca. 1925. Ex the
black gown and the tam o’shanter affected at that
period, with a pun on the Black and T'ans (q.v.). W.

*black and tan. Porter (or stout) mixed equally
with ale: from ca. 1850: c. (vagrants’) >, by
1900, gen. low 8. Ex resp. colours.

Black and Tans. The men who, in 1921, assisted
the Royal Irish Constabulary. Ex their khaki
coats and black caps, the nickname coming the
more readily that, near Limerick, is the famous
Black and Tan Hunt. (Weekley, More Words
Ancient and Modern.)

*black and white. Night; to-night: c. rhyming

BLACK COAL

s.: late C. 19-20.—2. As in a pennyworth of b. and
w., of tea and sugar : Glasgow lower classes’ : from
ca. 1920. MacArthur & Long, No Mean City,
1935.

black and white, in. Written or printed ; hence,
binding. Late C. 16-20, coll. Cf. black on white,
which, C. 19-20, only very rarely applies to writing
and tends to denote the printing of illustrations,
hence printed illustrations.

black army, the. The female underworld : low
(— 1923). Manchon.

black arse. A kettle; a pot: late C. 17—early
19. B.E.; Grose, 2nd ed. From the proverb,
‘ the pot calls the kettle black arse’, the last word
has disappeared (pudoris causa). :

black art. An undertaker’s busmess: from ca.
1850 ; undertakers’.—2. In late C. 16-19 c., lock-
picking. Greene ; Grose.

black as the Earl of Hell’s riding-boots or waist-
coat. (Of a night) pitch-dark : resp. naval and
nautical : resp. ca. 1900-25 and 1880-1910. Bowen.

black-bagging. ¢ Dynamitarding’: journalistic
coll. : 1884—ca. 1910. Ware. Ex the black bags
in which the explosive so often was carried.

black-ball. To exclude (a person) from a club:
late C. 18-20: coll. >, ca. 1830, S.E. Ex the
black ball indicative of rejection.

black-balling. Vbln. of preceding term.—2.
Stealing, pilfering: nautical : ca. 1850-1910. It
origmated on the old Black Ball line of steamers
between Liverpool and New York : a line infamous
for the cruelty of its officers, the pilfering of its
sailors.

black beetles. The lower classes: coll.: ca.
1810-50. Moncrieff, 1821.

black bird. An African captive aboard a slaver :
nautical (— 1864): this sense is rare.—2. Gen., a
Polynesian indentured labourer, virtually a slave :
nautical (— 1871); soon coll. Sce esp. the anon.
pamphlet entitled Narrative of the Voyage of the
Brig ¢ Carl’, 1871.

black-bird, v. To capture Ncgroes and esp.
Polynesians : nautical (— 1885). The term >
S.E. soon after this branch of kidnapping ceased.
Whenco black-birding, vbl.n., such kidnapping
(— 1871), and adj. (— 1883).

blackbird and thrush. To clean (ono’s boots):
rhyming 8. (on brush): 1884, Barrett, Nawvvies.
E.D.D

black(-)bird catching. The slave-trade : nautical
(— 1864). Displaced by black-birding (1871).

black-birders. Kidnappers of Polynesians for
labour (— 1880); quickly coll.; by 1900, S.E.

black-birding. See black-bird, v., and black-
bird catching.

black books, in one’s. Out of favour. Late
C. 16-20 coll. In C. 19-20 gen. regarded as S.E.

*black box. A lawyer: either c. or low s.: ca.
1690-1860. B.E.; Grose; Duncombe’s Sinks of
London, 1848. Ex the black boxes in which he

deposits clients’ papers.
C. 17-early 19. Cf.

black boy. A parson:
black-coat.

black bracelets. Handcuffs: (? late C. 18-19).
E.g. in Harrison Ainsworth’s Jack Sheppard.

black cattle. Parsons: mid-C. 18-20; ob.
Whence black-cattle show, a gathering of clergymen :
C. 18-19.—2. Lice: C. 19-20; ob.

Black Charlie. Sir Charles Napicr (1786-1860),
British admiral. Dawson.

black (or gcab) coal. ‘ Coalimported from abroad



BLACK COAT

or dug by blacklegs during the stoppage’ causcd
by the General Strike of May 1926 : Trade Unions’
coll,, often revived. Collinson.

black coat. A parson: from ca. 1600; coll.;

ob.

Black Cuffs, the. (Military) the Fifty-Eighth
Foot, from ca. 1881 the 2nd Battalion of the
Northamptonshires : C. 19-20. Ex the facings,
which have been black since 1767.

black cufter. A service cutter for the use of
Dartmouth naval cadets : naval coll. verging on j. :
late C. 19-20. Bowen.

black diamond. A rough person that is never-
theless very good or very clever: ca. 1800-75.
Displaced by rough diamond, q.v.—2. The Black
Diamond. Tom Cribb (1781-1848), the great
boxer. Dawson, ‘ From his occupation as a coal-
porter.’

black diamonds. Coals: from ca. 1810: c.
until ca. 1840, then s.; by 1870, coll. Vaux,
1812; Various, Gavarnt tn London, 1848 ; H., 3rd
ed.—2. ‘ Talented persons of dingy or unpolished
exterior’: ca. 1860-1900. H., 3rd ed. Super-
seded by rough diamond.

Black Dick. Admiral Howe (1726-99), who,
tradition says, smiled only when a battle was
immiment : naval: ca. 1770-1820. Bowen.

black dog. A counterfeit silver coin, esp. a
shilling: ca. 1705-30. (Black had long before
been applied to base coins.}—2. Ill-humour: coll,,
from ca. 1825 ; ob. Scott.

black—occ. blue ( — C. 18)—dog, blushlikea. I.e.
not at all : hence, to be shameless : mid-C. 16-18 ;
coll. Gosson, Swift.

black dog (sitting) on one’s back, have (got) a.
To be depressed : coll.: late C. 19-20; ob. Lycll.

black doll. The sign outside a dolly shop, q.v.
Dickens, Sketches by Boz, 1835. Ob. if not .

black donkey, ride the. To cheat in weight:
costers’: late C. 19-20.—2. To sulk, be ill-
humoured or obstinate : mid-C. 19-20; ob. Exa
donkey’s obstinacy ; black merely intensifies.

black eye, give a bottle a. To empty a bottle
(of spirits) : late C. 18-mid. 19. Grose, 2nd ed.

*black-faced mob. A gang of burglars who,
blackening their faces as a disguise, trust to violence
rather than skill : c. (— 1845); ob.

black fly. Pejorative for a clergyman: ca.
1780-1850. Grose, 2nd ed. Esp. in relation to
farmers, who, on account of the tithes, dislike
clergymen more than they do insect pests.

*black friars!|; Blackfriars! Beware! look
out !: mid-C. 19-20 ¢. ‘Ducange Anglicus’, Ist

ed.

Black Friday. A gen. examination: school-
boys’: C. 17. Cf. Black Monday.—2. May 10,
1886, when Overend, Gurney & Co.’s bank sus-
pended payment ; ob.

black gentleman, the, The devil : C.17-mid-19:
coll. verging on familiar S.E. Dekker. Also the
black man : mid-C. 19-20; ob. Meredith.

black gown. A learned person: C.18; coll.

black guard, later blackguard. A scoundrel,
esp. if unprincipled : from ca. 1730; > coll. ca.
1770, S.E. ca. 1830. At first this was a collective
n.: in C. 16-17, the scullions of a great house ; in
late C. 16-17, the Devil's body-guard ; in C. 17,
the camp-followers ; in C. 18, a body of attendants
of black dress, race, or character, or the underworld,
esp. the shoe-blacking portion thereof. A collective
adumbration of the sense, ¢ & criminal, a scoundrel ’,

BLACK-LEG

occurs in a MS. of 1683: ‘... of late a sort of
vicious, idle, and masterless boys and rogues,
commonly called the black-guard ... Two
notable derivatives are :—blackguard, v. To act
the blackguard (— 1786); S.E. by 1800, but long
1. Treat as a blackguard, revile (1823 4); S.E.
by 1850. (8.0.D.) And: blackguard, adj., black-
guardly ; vile. From ca. 1750; S.E. by 1800.
Smollett, 1760: ‘He is become a blackguard
gaol-bird’ ; Byron, ‘ I have heard him use language
as blackguard as his action.” For this interesting
word—the early senses are all coll. rather than s.,
and all became S.E. thirty to fifty years after their
birth—see an admirable summary in the 8.0.D., a
storehouse in the O.E.D., a most informative para-
graph in Weekley’s More Words Ancient and
Modern, and a commentary-lexicon in ¥. & H.

black-hand gang. A forlorn-hope party; a
party of trench-raiders: military: 1916-18.—2,
Hence, bombers or stretcher-bearers: military:
1917-18. (Cf. suicide club.) F. & Gibbons.

black hat. A new immigrant: Australian: ca.
1885-1905. Morris. Perhaps ex the bowler so
common among Englishmen, so rare among Aus-
tralians. Cf. pommy, q.v.

Black Hole, the. Cheltenham : from ca. 1870 ;
ob. Ex the number of former residents of India,
esp. officers and civil servants, who go to hve there.
—2. A place of imprisonment, 1831, whence the
famous Black Hole of Calcutta (1856).—3. Whence,
from ca. 1870, a punishment cell, and from ca. 1890,
the guard-room : mulitary.

Black Horse, the. The Seventh Dragoon Guards,
ex the regimental facings and their (at one time)
black horses; occ. abbr. to The Blacks: from ca.
1720 ; slightly ob. Temp. George II, The Virgin
Mary's Guard ; from ca. 1880, Strawboots.

black house. A business house of long hours and
migerable wages : ca. 1820-1900, trade.

black incher. A black bull-ant: Australian
children's: C. 20. Opp. red incher, q.v.

Black Indies. Newcastle: ca. 1690-1830; in
B.E. and Grose. But in C. 19-20 (ob.), among
seamen, it means Shiclds and Sunderland as well
(Bowen).

blackis . . . See black’s my eye.

black jack. A leathern drinking-jug : late C. 16—
20, ob.; > coll. ca. 1700, S.E. ca. 1800.—2. Black
Jack. The Recorder of London : c. of ca. 1810-30.
Lex. Bal, 1811.—3. Black Jack. John Philip
Kemble (1757-1823), English tragedian : late C. 18—
early 19. Ex his black hair, worn long, and his
dark complexion. (Dawson.)—4. At Winchester
College, C. 19, a leathern beer-jug holding two
gallons.—5. A (small) black portmanteau: Lon-
don bag-makers’ and -sellers’ : mid-C. 19—early 20.
Ware.

black job. A funeral; also adj. Ca. 1850-
1920. Yates, 1866. Cf. black art, 1.

black joke. The female pudend: late C. 18-
early 19. Grose, 2nd ed.

black-leg, usually as one word. A turf swindler:
Parsons, Newmarket, vol. ii, 1771. ‘So called per-
haps from their appearing generally in boots, or else
from game cocks, whose legs are always black’,
Grose, lst ed.; W., however, suggests—more
pertinently—that it is ¢ a description of the rook’.
—2. Whence, any sharper: 1774. Colman, Man
of Business. Perhaps ex black-leg(s), a disease
affecting the legs of sheep and cattle (1722, 8.0.D.).
—3. (Ex 1 and 2.) Pejorative for a workman



BLACK-LEG

willing to continue when his companions have gone
on strike (1865): S.E. by 1800.—4. Hence, fig.,
any non-participator (1889); coll. by 1920. (
senses : partly O.E.D.)

black-lg;, v. (Tailors’) to boycott a fellow-
tailor : ca. 1870-1910.—2, V.i., or as black-leg it,
to return to work before a strike has been settled :
from ca. 1885; coll.; S.E. by 1920.

black-leggery. Swindling : Maginn, 1832 ; coll.;
S.E. by 1850, but never very common.

blackman,the. The Devil. See black gentleman.
black man choke, enoughtomakea. See choke.

*black man’s, . The dark; night: a
C. 17-18 c. variant of darkmans, q.v. Jonson.

*black Maria. A prison van, for the conveyance
of prisoners. From ca. 1870 : orig. c. ; by 1902,s. ;
by 1930, coll. H., 5th ed. ; Ware. Occ. sable Maria
(t by 1920). By personification.—2. A gun that
ejects a shell emitting a dense cloud of smoke
(1915) ; the shell or its burst (Oct. 1914) : military.
Ex scnse 1. F. & Gibbons, ‘The Germans,
curiously, had a similar term, ‘‘ Schwarze Maria ”’,
for our heavy shells.’

black (or B—) Monday. The Monday on which,
after the (esp. summer) holidays, school re-opens :
from ca. 1730: ‘What is called by school-boys
Black Monday ', Fielding, T'om Jones ; P. G. Wode-
house, 4 Prefect’s Uncle, 1903, ‘ There is nothing
of Black Monday about the first day of term at a
public school. Black Monday is essentially a
private school institution.” Contrast bloody Mon-
day, q.v.—2. The Monday—it often is a Monday—
on which the death-sentence is executed : from ca.
1840.

black mouth. A slanderer: from ca. 1640 ; ob.
Coll., passing in C. 19-20 to S.E. B.E. has it as
the corresponding adj.

black mummer. An actor habitually unkempt
and unclean : ca. 1820-90. Bee.

black muns. Late C.17-18: ‘ hoods and scarves
of alamode lutestring’, Grose. B.E. gives as c.,
which 1t may be ; muns = face.

black neb. A person with democratic sym-
pathies, orig. and esp. with France : ca. 1790-1800.

black nob. A non-unionist; a blackleg: from
ca. 1870 ; ob. Punning blackleg. (Trade.)

black pan. Remains of cabin food, ¢in certain
steamers regarded as the perquisite of the firemen
who come off watch at 8 p.m.’: nautical: C. 20.
Bowen. Because gathered together into a large
black pan.

black pope (or B.P.), the. The Superior-General
of the Jesuits: Roman Catholics’ nickname
(— 1877). O.E.D. (Sup.).

black pot. A toper: late C. 16-19. Ex black
pot, & beer mug. (The 8.0.D. is, I think, wrong to
ignore F. & H.s pre-1818 (= Scott) examples,
indecisive though they be.)—2. A Eurasian apothe-
cary in an Army hospital in India : Indian Army
(not officers’): from ca. 1890. Frank Richards,
Old-Soldier Sahib, 1936.

Black Prince. The devil: ca. 15690-1700, coll.
The eldest son of Edward III was so named in
1663, for reasons as yet undiscovered.

black psalm, sing the. To weep: mid-C. 18-
early 19. Grose, lst ed., ‘A saying used to
children.” Cf. neck-verse.

Black Rod. Gentleman Usher of the Black
Rod : C. 17-20, coll.

black Sal or Suke(y). A kettle: low: mid-
C.19-20; ob.

BLACKFORD-BLOCK
black S#turday. A Saturday on which, because

of advances received, there is no wage to take:
mid-C. 19-20, workmen’s. Cf. dead horse, q.v.

Black Sea Cat, the. ‘H.M. paddle frigate
Terrible, on account of her activity during the
Crimean War’: naval: ca. 1855-80. Bowen.

black shark. An attorney : mostly naval: ca.
1820-60. *Jon Bee.’

black sheep. Mild for a scapegrace, a ¢ bad lot *:
from ca. 1790; coll.; in C. 20, S.E. though not
literary. Perhaps (W.) ex ‘Ba/ Ba! black
sheep’.—2. A workman refusing to join in a
strike: ca. 1860-1900. H., 2nd ed.—3. As v.,
Winchester College, to ‘ jockey ’, get above: C. 19.

black ship. One of the °teak-built ships from
Indian yards in the days of the East India Com-
pany’: nautical : mid-C. 18-mid-19. Bowen.

Black Shirt. A Fascist : 1923 +. Coll. passing
rapidly into S.E. Orig. a translation of the It.
(5.0.D.)

black-silk barge. A stout woman that, frequent-
ing dances, dresses thus to minimise her ampli-
tude : ball-room (— 1909); t by 1920. Ware. Cf.
barges.

*black-spice racket. The stealing of tools, bag
and soot from chimney-sweepers: c.: (? C. 18-)
early C. 19. Lex. Bal.

*black spy. The devil: late C. 17-18 c. and low.
BE

black squad. A stokehold crew : nautical coll. :
late C. 19-20. Bowen.

black strap. Pejorative for thick, sweet port:
coll. : late C. 18-19; variant, black stripe. Ex
strap, wine, C. 16.—2. A task imposed as punish-
ment on soldiers at Gibraltar, late C. 18-early 19:
military (Grose, 1st ed.).—3. Molasses : C. 19-20
(ob.): mnaval. Bowen. Ex sense 1.—4. The
hospital in a ship of war : naval : late C. 18-mid-19.
Bowen. Cf. sense 2.—5. (Gen. pl.) One of ‘the
specially made strong bags uscd for removing
pilfered cargo from a ship ’ ; nautical (either low or
c.): mid-C. 19-20. Bowen.

black teapot. A negro footman: lower class:
C.19-20; ob.

Black Tom. Thomas, Lord Fairfax (1612-71):
mostly milhtary, he being a notable general.
Dawson.

Black Tom Tyrant. Sir Thomas Wentworth
(15693-1641) : nickname given by the Scots in 1740.
Ibid.

black velvet. Stout and champagne mixed :
public-house s., mostly Anglo-Irish : C.20. Ex its
colour and its smoothness.

Black Watch, the. The Royal Highlanders:
military : from ca. 1726 : 8. >, by 1800, coll. >, by
1881, S.E. Ex their dark tartan.

black whale. An Antarctic right-whale: nau.
tical coll. : mid-C. 19-20. Bowen.

black-work. Funeral-undertaking (1859, G. A,
Sala, Gaslight and Daylight). Cf. black art, 1, and
black job.

blackamoor’s teeth. Cowrie f{hells f C.18, c(;lll.

blackberry swagger. A hawker of tapes, shoe-
laces, etc.: ¢. or low s.: ca. 1860-1910. H.,
1st ed.

Blackbirdy. J. M. W. Turner (1776-1851), the
artist. Dawson.

blackee, blackey. See blacky.

Blackford-block, -swell, -toff. A person (gen.
male) well-dressed on occasion : London : ca. 1890~
1910. °*Blackford’s is & well-known . . . tailors’



BLACKFRIARS

and outfitting establishment which also lets out
evem;xg and other garments on hire’, F. & H. (re-
vised

Blackfriars | See black friars |

Blackfriars Buccaneers. ‘ The London division of

the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve, whose head-
quurtbrs have been at Blackfriars for many years
past’, Bowen, 1929 : naval: C. 20.

bla.ckxun.\'d. See black guard.

blacklead. A blacklead pencil :
not very gen. Collinson.

blackleg. See black-leg.—*blackmans. See
black man’s.

Blacks. See Black Horse.

black’s his, my or your eye, say. To accuse;
reprimand : C. 15-20, ob.; coll. A mid-C. 18-19
variant was say black is the white of your eye, as in
Smollett (Apperson). Note, however, that black’s
the white of my eyeis ‘ an old-time sea protestation of
innocence ’ (Bowen).

blacksmith’s daughter. A key (— 1859); esp. in
dial. (which has also blacksmith’s wife), lock and key,

dlock.
pablacksmith’s shop. * The apron of the unpopular
Cunningham’s patent reefing topsails in the mid-
19th century ’, Bowen : nautical : at that period.

Blackwall, have been to. To have a black eye :
Cockney : ca. 1865-85.

Blackwall fashion. (To conduct a sailing-ship)
‘ with all the smartness and ceremony of the old
Blackwall Frigates. On the other hand it was
frequently apphed to a seaman who did not exert
himself unduly ’ : nautical: C.19. Bowen.

Blackwall navy (or N.). Ships of the Union
Castle Line: late C. 19-20: nautical. Bowen.
Ex London as base and the ships’ grey hulls.

blacky ; occ. blackey, blackee, blackie. A black
man: from ca. 1810; coll.; occ. as a nickname.
Moore, 1815; Thackeray, 1864. Cf. darky.
(0.E.D.)

blad. A sheaf of specimen pages or other illus-
trative matter: booksellers’ and publishers’
(— 1933). Slang, p.181. ExS.E. blad, a fragment.

bladder. A very talkative, long-winded person :
from ca. 1678 coll. >, by 1800, S.E. ; ob. by 1900.

b!adder of fat. A hat: rhyming s.: C. 20.

bladder oflard. A bald-headed person (— 1864);
low. H., 3rd ed. Ex bladdercd lard. Cf. the app.
later semi-proverbial bald as a bladder of lard

(Apperson).

bladderdash. Nonsense: low:
slightly ob. Corrupted balderdash.
% lade. A °good fellow ’, or simply & man : from
ca. 1859 (H., lst ed.). Ca 1750-1860, a sharp
fellow : coll. Late C. 16—early 18, a roisterer, a
allant : S.E. The earliest sense appears in
ghakespen.re, the second in Goldsmith, and the
Cf. Fr. une bonne épée, a noted

coll, (— 1927),

late C. 19-20;

latest in Dickens.
swordsman : W.

Blades, the. Sheffield Football Club : sporting :
from ca. 1920. Ex the knife-factories of Sheffield.

*blag. To snatch a watch-chain right off:
C.20 ¢. Charles E. Leach. Perhaps ex Yorkshire
dial. dlag, to gather blackberries, itself ex Yorkshire
blag, a blackberry.

blag. To wheedle; persuade into spending
money : low, esp. among grafters: C. 20. Phili tg
Alhnghum, Cheapjack, 1934. Perhaps cognate wi

Nﬂl, n. and adj. Nonsense; silly or empty

BLANKETY

(talk) ; deliberately wordy, insincere, window-
dressing (matter): 1927, esp. among publishers
and journalists. From US where it existed in
1925. Cf. blurb, q.v. Perhaps ex Fr. blague, but
more prob. ex Ger. s. Blech, nonsense, there being
millions of Germans in ‘the States’. More prob.
still is derivation ex Scottish and Irish blaflum,
nonsense, idle talk ; Ulster has the variant blah flah.

blah. Mad: 1928 A.E. W. Mason, The Prisoner
#n the Opal. By confus:on of gaga and the pre-
ceding ; but see go blah.

blah-blah. An occ. form of blah, n.

blame it ! Euphemistic for damn it /: coll. Cf.
blamenation, damnation. C. 19-20; ob.

blamed. A coll. pejorative (= *blinking’,
.‘Ublsa.nky ’): non-aristocratic : late C. 19-20. Ex

Blanco. The inevitable nickname of all men
surnamed White: naval and military: C. 20.
F. & Gibbons. Not ex Bln.nco White, poet and
theologian (d. 1841), but ex ‘ Blanco’, that white
accoutrement-cleanser which came on the market in
1895.

blandander. To tempt blandishingly, to cajole :
coll. : 1888, Kipling; ob. By rhyming reduplica-
tion on the stem of blandish. O.E.D. (Sup.).

blandander. To blether; talk nonsense: low:
from ca. 1930. James Curtis, The Gult Kid, 1936.
Perhaps ex blather and blarney.

blandiloquence. Smooth or flattering speech or
talk : mid-C. 17-20 ; ob. The O.E.D. considers it
SE.; W, s.; rhaps it is a pedantic coll.
Blount, 1656. Ex L. for ¢ bland speech ’.

blank, blanked. Damn; damned. From ca.
1850. ‘Cuthbert Bede.’ Most euphemisms are
neither 8. nor coll.,, but blamenation and blank(ed)
are resp. s. and coll. ; cf. the remark at blast / and
sce blankety.—2. See blinkers !, blank your.

blanked. Tipsy : military: 1915; ob. F. &
Gibbons. Ex Fr. vin blanc, white wine. Also
blonked.

blanker. A discharge-certificate with one corner
removed to indicate bad conduct: naval: late
C. 19-20. Bowen.

blanket. The coating of blubber in a whale:
nautical coll.: mid-C. 19-20. Bowen.—2. See
blankets.

blanket, (born) on the wrong side of the. Iile-
gitimate : from ca. 1770 ; coll.; from ca. 1850,
S.E. Smollett.

blanket, lawful. A wife: from ca. 1800 ; coll.

blanket, wet. A spoil-sport : coll. (— 1830); in
C. 20, almost S.E. Spencer.

Blanket Bay. The nautical form (late C. 19-20 :
Manchon) of blanket fair. Cf.:

blanket-drill. An afternoon siesta :
Army : late C. 19-20. B. & P.

blanket fair. Bed: coll.: C. 19-20, ob. Cf.
Bedfordshire, sheet alley, cloth ‘market.

blanket hornpipe. Sexual intercourse : from ca.
1810; ob. Lez. Bal. Cf. the C. 17 S.E. blanket-
love, illicit amours.

*blanket stiff. A tramp that never utilises the
casual wards: C.20c. ?ex US,

. See hot .

blankets. (Extremely rare in singular.) The
10’sin a pack of cards : military : from1916. F. &
Gibbons. Ex the rolling of blankets in tens for con-
venienoce of transport.

blankety ; blanky.
(mostly and prob. orig. Amencm)

Regular

Damned; aocursed : coll.
from ca. 1880



BLARM ME !

Ex blank, q.v., the ‘ blank ' being the dash (‘—")
beloved of prudes and printers.

blarmme ! Blimey ! : Cockney (— 1887). Bau-
mann. Cf.:

blarmed, adj. ‘Blamed’, confounded (e.g.
thing) : Cockney (— 1887). Baumann.

blarney. Honeyed flattery, smooth cajolery
(— 1819); coll. Grose, 1785, records a sense rather
more grave : ‘ He has licked the Blarney stone ; he
deals in the wonderful, or tips us the traveller’;
ibid, ¢ To tip the Blarney, is figuratively used for
telling a marvellous story, or falsity.” In the 3rd
ed. he adds: * Also sometimes to express flattery.’
Ex a stone in the wall of Castle Blarney, Ireland, the
kissing of which—* a gymnastic operation’, W.—is
reputed to ensure a gift of cajolery and unblushing
effrontery. Cf.:

blarney, v.i. and v.t. To cajole ; flatter grossly :
coll,, ex the n. Southey in 1803 (O.E.D.). The
vbl.n. blarneying is fairly common, blarneyer much
less so.

blarneyfied. Adj., blarneyed: 1830, Fraser's
Magazine, ‘ No balderdash of blarneyfied bothera-
tion’ (0.E.D.).

blarsted. See blasted.

blasé. Satiated with pleasure. From 1819 until
ca. 1860, s., but ca. 1860-1900 coll. ; thereafter S.E.
Byron uses the term, but its popularity came ca.
18404, when two versions of the Fr. farce,
L’'Homme Blasé, were played on the London stage.
—2. Hence, conceited; pretentious: Charter-
house : from ca. 1910.

blase. A conceited or pretentious person :
Charterhouse: from ca. 1910. Ex blasé, 2.
Hence :

blase, v. To be conceited ;
Charterhouse : from ca. 1910.

blashy. Esp. a blashy day, wretched weather :
nautical coll. (— 1887) ex dial. blashy, gusty, rainy
(1788). Baumann.

blast. To curse and swear (intransitively):
coll. >, in late C. 19, S.E.: from ca. 1850, in gen.
use (orig. military) ; foreshadowed in C. 17.

[blast ! A curse. Oaths, unless they consist of
words already s. or coll., are often neither s. nor coll.
though they verge on the latter.]

blast, at (or in) full. (Hard) at work: coll.;
from ca. 1860 ; now bordering on S.E. Ex the lit.
sense (— 1800).

blasted. As a euphemism for bloody, it has no
place here, but as a low expletive adj., violently
coll. and = ‘execrable’, it is in point. From ca.
1740. (Cf. the ensuing pair of entries.) The
spelling blarsted is superfluous: nobody except a
rustic, i.e. in dial., so draws out the a—and even
then the spelling should be, not blarsted but blaasted.

blasted brimstone. A harlot: ca. 1780-1830.
Grose, 1st ed. Cf.:

blasted fellow. An abandoned rogue : ca. 1760-
1830 ; cf. Chesterfield’s ¢ the most notorious blasted
rascal in the world ’, in a letter of Jan. 8, 1750.

blat. To talk much: s. (— 1923) ex C. 18-20
dial. blate, bleet, to roar, to talk wildly. Manchon.

*blater. A sheep: C.18-mid-19c. Lytton. A
corruption of bleater. See bleating.—2. A calf:
c.: mid-C. 18-19. Grose, 2nd ed.

blather. See blether.—blatherskite. See blether-

skate.

blatter. (Gen. in passive.) To strike, assault :
Glasgow: C. 20. Prob. ex dial. blaiter (gen.
blather), to splash or befoul.

put on ‘side’:

BLEATER

Blayney’s Bloodhounds. (Military) the Eighty-
Ninth Foot, from ca. 1881 the 2nd Battalion of the
Royal Irish Fusiliers : from 1798, during the Irish
Rebellion. Blayney was their colonel: and they
excelled in tracking the rebels. Also known as The
Rollickers, for they bore themselves jovially,
swaggeringly.

laze a frail. Lit., S.E. and orig. (— 1737) U.S.
Fig., C. 19-20: coll. at first but soon S.E. and
soon anglicised.

(blaze away and) blaze away! Look sharp!
Work hard! Later (cf. fire away/) go ahead !
Coll. : from ca. 1825 in the indicative and from ca.
1850 as an adjuration. Ex the rapid firing of
cannons and rifles. .

blazer. A (light) sports jacket : 1880. Orig. the
bright scarlet jacket of the Lady Margaret Boat Club
of St. John’s College, Cambridge. Coll.; in C. 20,
S.E. Punchin 1885 : ‘ Harkaway turns up clad in
what he calls a blazer, which makes him look like a
nigger mnstrel out for a holiday.’—2. A bomb-
ketch ; a mortar-boat: naval: C. 19. Bowen.

blazers. Spectacles: Cockney (— 1887); ob.
Baumann. Ex the sun therefrom reflected.

blazes. The bright clothes of flunkeys: ex the
episode of Sam Weller and the ¢ swarry ’ in Dickens’s
Pickwick Papers. Ob. Cf.:

blazes! A forcible exclamation :
1830’s. Ex the flames of hell.

blazes, drunk as. Exceedingly drunk: from ca.
1860. Perhaps not from blazes / (q.v.) but a folk-
etymology corruption of drunk as blaizers, ca. 1830-
60, a phrase arising from a feast held in honour of
St. BIl{aize, blaizers being the participants. See
F. & H.

blazes, go to. To depart hastily; to disappear
melodramatically : cf. the adjuration, go fo blazes !
and to (1 the) blazes (e.g. with it) ! From the mid-
1830’s. Also in such phrases as that in ‘ He con-
signed me to blazes.” Sce blazes !

blazes, how or what or whothe P ! An intensive
coll. interrogation ; e.g.in Dickens, 1838, ¢ What the
blazes is in the wind now ?’ (O.E.D.), and ibid,
1836, ‘ How the blazes you can stand the head-work
you do, is & mystery to me.” See blazes !

lazes, like. Vehemently; with ardour. From
ca. 1840 ; coll. As in Disraeli’s Sybil, ‘ They . . .
cheered the red-coats like blazes.” See blazes !

Blazes, Old. The devil: from ca. 1845; ob.
Cf. blazes /, q.v.

blazing. A coll. intensive adj. (gen. enphemistic ;
e.g. for bloody), as in a blazing shame: from ca.
1880.—2. Hence, (of a money-market that is)
exceptionally active and good: Stock Exchange
coll.: C. 20.

*bleached mort. A very fair-complexioned girl :
mid-C. 18-early 19 c. Grose, 1st ed. (Cf. the C. 20
peroxide blonde.) Prob. ex the mort lay last night
a-bleaching, ‘ the wench looks very fair to Day’, 4
New Canting Dict., 1725.

bleacher. A maid-servant : Glasgow (— 1934).

blear the eyes of. To hoodwink, deceive, trick :
C. 14-19; coll. > S.E. by C. 18. Chaucer, Shake-
speare, Scott. Cf. throw dust in the eyes. (0.E.D.)

bleat. A grumble: naval: late C. 19-20.
Bowen. Cf.:

bleat. To complain, grumble; to lay informa-
tion : from ca. 1660. This pejorative implies either
feebleness or cowardice or an unpleasant readiness
to blab.

*pleater. A victim of sharp or rook: ¢.: C, 17-

from the
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early 19. Dekker. Grose.—2. A
C. 17-early 19. Brome. Cf.:

*bleating, in C. 17-early 19 c., is an adj. : sheep;
as in bleating cull, a sheep-stealer ; bleating prig or
rig, sheep-stealing ; bleating cheat = a sheep.—2.
Among the lower classes, a euphemism for bloody :
C. 20. Manchon.

bleed. Blood, ‘as *“She’ll have his bleed ”—
usually said of & woman who is rating her husband’,
Ware: proletarian (mostly London): from ca.
1890. Cf. bleeding, q.v.

bleed, v. To extort, overtly or covertly, money
from : late C. 17-20, coll.—2. V.i. part (freely) with
money : from ca. 1660, coll. in C. 19; ob.; little
used. since ca. 1850. Dryden, 1668, ¢ He is vehe-
ment, and bleeds on to fourscorc or an hundred ;
and I, not willing to tempt fortune, come away a
moderate winner of two hundred pistoles.’—3. In
printing, a book bleeds when the margin is so cut
away that portions of the printed matter are also
removed : from ca. 1870: s. > coll. > j. But
since ca. 1920 (also bleed off), one bleeds a book-
jacket when the colours are made to run over, i.e.
appear to continue beyond the edges.—4. To let out
water : nautical : late C. 19-20. F. & H., revised.
——5. Hence, to let (cask, etc., of e.g. wine) fall in

sheep: ec.:

order to steal the escaping hquor: c.: C. 20.
Manchon.
bleed a buoy. *To let the water out’ : nautical

coll. (now verging on j.): mid-C. 19-20. Bowen.

bleed oft. See bleed, v., 3.

bleed the monkey. (Naval) to steal rum from the
mess tub or monkey. C. 19. Cf. suck the monkey
and tap the admiral.

bleeder. Aspur: low: C.19-20; ob. Vaux.—
2. A sovereign: C. 19-20 sporting, ob.—3. A
notable duffer: university s., ca. 1870-1910.
Hence, gen., = a bloody fool, ca. 1880-1914.—
4. Hence (owing to the influence of silly bleeder), a
fellow, a man: from ca. 1890 ; mainly Cockney.
Clarence Rook, The Hooligan Nights, 1899.
See essay, ‘The Word Bloody’, in Words! Cf.
bleeding, q.v.—b. A person whose blood does not
coagulate properly : medical coll.: C. 20. (As a
person suffering from hemophilia, bleeder is S.E.)

bleeding. A low coll. intensive adj. of little
meaning : its import is emotional, not mental.
(Rarely used as a euphemism for bloody.) From
ca. 1857 (O.E.D. Sup.). Besant & Rice in Son of
Vulcan, 1877, ¢ When he isn’t up to one dodge he is
up to another. You make no bleeding error.’ Cf.
bleed (n.) and bleeder, qq.v.

*bleeding cully. An easy victim ; a ready parter
with money : late C. 17-late 19 c. Grose, Ist ed.
Ex. bleed, v., 2.

bleeding new. Quite new ; fresh : mid-C. 18-20,
ob.; coll. Grose, 3rd ed. Ex fish, which do not
bleed when stale.

[Blends. See Slang, pp. 279-80.]

Blenheim Pippin, the. Lord Randolph Churchill :
political nickname: 1883, Enir'acte, April 7.
Punning that variety of apple; Lord Randolph, a
son of the Duke of Marlborough (whose family seat is
Blenheim, near Oxford), was ‘ diminutive ' (Ware).

bless my (or me) soul | See soul !, bless my.

bless oneselt. Ironical for curse : from ca. 1600 ;
coll. After ca. 1800, S.E. ‘How my Lord Treasurer
did bless himself’, Pepys in his diary, April 1, 1665.
Also, to bless another : to reprimand, scold, curse,
curse at, sweat at him : coll. > S.E.; C. 19-20.

bless oneselt with, not a (penny, shilling, etc.) to.

BLIGHTY

Penniless : from ca. 1650 : coll. till ca. 1800, then 8.E.
Dickens has it. ‘In allusion to the cross on the
silver penny . . . or to the practice of crossing the
palm with a piece of silver’, S.0.D. In fact a
proverbial phrase, recorded in 1540, runs: not a
cross [coin] to bless oneself with (Apperson).

bless one’s stars. To consider oneself lucky :
coll. (— 1845). Hood.

blessed, blest. As euphemism, S.E.; as irony,
coll. : C.19-20. Cf. bless oneself. But blessed if 1
do =1 certainly won’t, is ‘ pure’ coll.; from ca.
1880.

blessing. A small surplus of goods given by a
huckster: late C. 18-19; coll. Grose, 2nd ed.
Extant in dial.—2. A bottle of whisky given to the
pilot as he left a ship: nautical coll.: C. 19.
Bowen.

blether, occ. blather. Vapid or 'noisy talk;
voluble nonsense : coll. from ca. 1840. The term is
ex Scottish and Northern dial. and was orig. (M.E.)
—and still is—a v. Blather is the earlier form, but
its use in coll. English is owing to U.S. influence.
Edward Yates, in Broken to Harness, 1864:
‘There’'s a letter . . ., from Sir Mordaunt . . .
promisin’ all sorts of things; but I'm sick of him
and his blather.” W. Clark Russell, 1884 : * Mrs.
O’Brien was blathering about the pedigree of the
O’Briens.” The Pall Mall Gazeite, May 3, 1886 :
* Havelock’s florid adjurations to his men, the grim
veterans of the 78th, bluntly characterised as
blether.” Hence blethering, vbl.n. and adj., in ex-
actly corresponding senses : dial. >, ca. 1860, coll.

blethering. A variant of blithering, q.v.: coll.:
from ca. 1914. O.E.D. (Sup.).

bletherskate, occ. blatherskite. The former is the
Scottish, the latter the American form : orig. (C. 17),
Scottish dial.; > popular in U.S. in 1860’s and
coll. in England ca. 1870.

blew. To inform on, expose : mid-C. 19-20, ob.
H., 1st ed. Cf. blow upon.—2. To cause to disap-
pear; spend, waste: from ca. 1850 : gen. of
money, as in blew one’s screw, squander one’s wages
or salary. ? ex idea of sending into the sky (W.).
T'he Sporting Times, better known as The Pink Un,
June 29, 1889 :

‘ Isabel and Maudie knew the Turf and all 1ts arts—
They had often blewed a dollar on a wrong 'un—

And Isabel one evening met a mug from rural parts,
An attenuated Juggins, and a long 'un.’

blew, adj. An t form of blue, q.v.

*blew it. To inform to the police : c. (— 1839);
ob. Brandon.

blewed. See blued.

blick. See ‘ Westminster School slang *.

bli‘me ! See blimy! (C.J. Dennis.)

blig. A town boy: schoolboys’: C. 20. Ex
Northern dial. Ex dial. blig, & blackguard, a cad
(E.D.D.).

bliged. Obliged : Cotkney coll. (— 1887). Bau-
mann,

blighted. Euphemistic for bloody : coll.: C. 20.
Manchon.

blighter. A contemptible person (rarely of a
woman): from ca. 1896. A euphemism (perhaps
on blithering) for b*gger: W.—2. A ‘Jonah’
actor : theatrical (1898); ob. Ware.—3. A chap,
fellow : C. 20; ex jocular use of primary sense.

Blighty. England; home : military : recorded
by O.E.D. (Sup.) for 1916, but in use in India for
at least five years earlier. Ex Hindustani bilayats



BLIGHTY

(Arabic wilayats), foreign, esp. European.—2.
Hence, a wound taking one home : military : from
1915. Oco. blighty boy (1916).—3. Adj., as in Blighty
leave, furlough to England : military : from 1918.
See esp. 0.E.D. (Sup.), B. & P., and Yule & Burnell
(at blatty, an early form).

ighty !, roll on. ‘When this bloody war is
over, l.Oh! how happy I shall be’: a military
c.p. of 1916-18. (Manchon.)

Blighty bag. A small stuff-bag issued at the
Casualty Clearing Stations, where soldiers were
deprived of their kit and so had nothing in which
to carry personal belongings : military: 1915-18.
F. & Gibbons. Ex their ‘ manufacture ’ in Blighty.

Blighty hut. (One’s) home : military : 1917-18,
Cf. Blighty, 2.

Blighty touch, havethe. To be lucky : muilitary :
1916-19. Cf. Blighty, 3.

blim(e)y, occ. blymy! Abbr. Gorblimy (God
blind me)!: mostly Cockney: late C. 19-20.
Barrére & Leland.

blimey, adj. Sentimental; (likewise esp. of
songs) sentimental and popular : theatrical, music-
halls’: from ca. 1920. Maurice Lincoln, Oh/
Definitely, 1933.

blimp. ‘A small non-rigid dirigible airship’:
1916 : military s. rapidly > coll,, then j. Invented
by Horace Shortt (O.E.D. Sup.; B. & P.).

blind. The night time: C. 19 coll.—2. A pre-
text : from ca. 1660. In C. 18, coll.; thereafter,
S.E.—3. Among printers, from ca. 1870, a para-
graph mark, ¥ : ex the filling-up of the ‘eye’ of
the reversed P.—4. A (very) drunken bout: from
ca. 1912. Ex blind drunk.—5. See blind baggage
(Addenda).

blind. To curse: soldiers’ > gen.: from the
late 1880’s. Kipling :

¢ If you're cast for fatigue by a sergeant unkind,

Don’t grouse like a woman, nor crack on, nor

blind.’

Ex such curses as blind your eyes /—2. To go heed-
lessly, esp. of a motorist recklessly speeding : 1923
(O.E.D. Sup.).—3. To cheat (a person): c. or low:
ca. 181640. (O.E.D. at nail, v., § 8, c.)

blind, adj. In liquor; tipsy: C. 17-18 c.
(Cf. the S.E. blind-drunk.) The c. term has, in
C. 20, > slang, popularised during the G.W.—2,
See table-cloth.—3. See blind ten.

blind, go (it). To enter uninformed or rashly
into an undertaking: U.S. (1848) anglicised ca.
1900. Prob. ex poker.

blind, when the devil is. Never: from ca. 1650,
ob.; coll. Howell, Scott.

blind alley. The pudendum muliebre: low:

blind as a brickbat. Lit. and fig., exceedingly
blind: coll. verging on S.E.: Dickens, 1850.
Ex the C. 17-20 S.E. blind as a bat. Cf. the
idiomatic blind as a beetle, as a buzzard, as a mole.

blind buckler. A wooden plug that, for use with
hawse-pipes, has no passage for the cable : nautical
coll. verging on j.: late C. 19-20. Bowen.

blind . The posteriors : late C. 17-20, ob. ;
after ca. 1800, coll. Recorded first in B.E., who
adds ‘ Kiss my Blind-cheeks, Kiss my Ar—’;
Grose, 2nd ed., has ¢ Buss blind cheeks ; kiss mine
a~se.” Cf.:—blind Cupid. The same: low: ca.
1810-60. Lez. Bal.

blind drunk. Very drunk : from ca. 1830 : coll.
>, ca. 1860, 8.E. Disraeli in Sybil, 1845 : * Hang

BLINKER

me if I wasn’t blind drunk at the end of it.’ Cf.
blind, n., 4.

blind eye. The podex: low: C. 18-20; ob.
Cf. blind cheeks.

blind guard. A guard-post invisible from the
central watch-house (and therefore popular):
coastguardsmen’s coll. : C. 19. Bowen.

Blind Halt Hundred (oco. Hundredth), the. The
Fiftieth Regiment of Foot : from ca. 1881 the 1st
Battalion of the Royal West Kents. H., 3rd. ed.,
says ex the ophthalmia common in the Egyptian
campaign, 1801. Hence, from ca. 1830 in the

ame of house, ‘50°’. The regiment was also
own as The Dirty Half-Hundred, q.v., and The
Gallant Fiftieth, q.v. )

*blind harper. A beggar that, counterfeiting
blindness, plays the harp or the fiddle : late C. 17—
18 c. B.E.; Grose.

blind Hookey. A great risk: non-aristocratio
(— 1909); ob. Ware, ‘* Oh, it’s Blind Hookey
to attempt it.”” From a card game.’

blind man (occ. officer, reader). One who deals
with ‘blind’, i.e. imperfectly or indistinctly
addressed, letters : from ca. 1864, S. > coll. > j.
(S.0.D.)

blind man’s holiday. Night, darkness: late

C. 16-17. From 1690, the gloaming: carly
examples occur in B.E. and Swift. Coll.; in late
C. 19-20, S.E.

blind monkeys to evacuate, lead the. A C.19-20
(ob.) coll., implicative of a person’s inabihity to do
any worth-while job. Apparently from ca. 1840
and in reference to the Zoological Gardens : see H.

blind roller. A single, unexpected big sea in
calm weather: mnautical coll.: mid-C. 19-20.
Bowen.

blind side. The weakest, most assailable side :
Chapman, 1606. Coll.; S.E. in C. 19-20.

blind swiping. See swiping.

blind ten, twenty, thirty. 10, 20, 30 (etc.) in the
game of housc: military: C. 20. B. & P. Ex
the noughts: having only one ‘0’ or cye.

blinded with science. A c.p. applied to brawn
(éefeated by brains : Australian and New Zealand :

. 20.

blinder. ‘A huge, curling wave’ before the
pre-1913 deepening of the channel at Durban:
mostly Durban: late C. 19-early 20. Pettman.
—2. See poodler.

*blinder, take a. To die: mid-C. 19-20 c. ; ob.
I.e. take a blind leap in, or into, the dark.

blindo. A drunken spree or bout: low: ca.
1860-1910. Cf. wido.—2. Hence, tipsy : military :
C. 20. F. & Gibbons.—3. A sixpenny piece:
C. 20 vagrants’ c. Cf. broad, n.

blindo. To die: ca. 1860-1910. Military: per-
haps on dekko, q.v., and cf. blinder, take a.

*blink. A light: c. of ca. 1820-70. Egan’s
Grose.—2. See bit of blink.—3. A cigarette-stump :
military : C. 20. F. & Gibbons. It caused one
to do so in smoking it.

blink, like a. Immediately ; in but a moment:
coll.: C. 20. E. Phillips Oppenheim, The Strange
Boarders of Palace Crescent, 1935, ‘ Must have died
like a blink.” Prob. on like winking or in a flash.

*blink-fencer. A seller of spectacles : mid-C. 19—
20 (ob.) c. H., 1st ed. Exblinks = blinkers; see
blinks, 1, and fence(r).

blinker. The eye (1816, ob.); pl., spectacles:
coll. > S.E.: from ca. 1730.—2. A hard blow in
the eye : C. 19.—3. A blackened eye : Norwich s.



BLINKERS !

(— 1860); . H., 2nd ed.—4. A chap, fellow:
late C. 19-20 dial. > C. 20 s. Cf. blighter, bleeder,
and blinking, prob. its effective origin.

blinkers |, blank your. Damn your eyes!:
jocularly euphemistic (— 1880) ; ob. See blinker, 1.

blinking, A verbal counter, indicating mild
reprobation or mere excitcment: from ca. 1890.
‘ Prob. for blanking, cuphemism for bleeding, with
vowel thinned as in bilk’, W.

Blinking Sam. Dr. Samuel Johnson (1709-84).
Dawson.

*blinko. An amateur entertainment—gen. held
at a ‘pub’. C.: from ca. 1870; ob. Perhaps
because it makes one blink; in form, cf. blindo.

*blinks. A pair of spectacles: c¢. (— 1845);
g(l)).-——2. One who blinks : a coll. nickname : C. 17—

blip. ‘Toswitch anaeroplane engine on and off * :
Air Force: from 1915. F. & Gibbons. Blend ex
blink up ; or a perversion of flip.

blip-o! A derisive cry at a bhoat’s coxswain
colliding with anything : Worcester training-ship :
late C. 19-20. Bowen.

blister. °The anti-torpedo bulge in a man-of-
war ’: naval: C.20. Bowen.—2. An objectionable
person: Public Schools’: C. 20. Ian Hay, The
Lighter Side of School Life, 1914. Prob. cx Northern
Ireland, where it has been in use from before 1898
(E.D.D.). Semantically it is to be compared with
blistering, q.v.

lister, v. To punish moderately; to fine:
proletarian: from 1890; ob. Ware.—2. To
thrash: C.20; ob. A. H. Dawson.

blister it, them, etc. Blast it, them !: euphe-
mistic coll. : 1840, H. Cockton.

blistering. A euphemism for bloody: coll.:
C. 20. Manchon.
blitherer. A silly fool: coll.: C. 20. (P. G.

Wodehouse, Mike, 1909.) Ex:

blithering (gen. with idiot). Volubly nonsensical ;
hence mercly ‘arrant’: coll. (1889) >, by 1930,
S.E. (O.E.D.Sup.) ‘Thinned form of . .. blether,
with vowel perhaps suggested by drivelling’, W.

bl A sharp or stunning blow; an over-
whelming argument, a severe reprimand. Coll.:
orig. (— 1830), U.S.; anglicised ca. 1875, but ob.
by 1930. See esp. F. & H.

blizzard collar. A woman’s high stand-up collar :
Society : 1897, The Daily Telegraph, Jan. 16;
t by 1920. Ware, ‘ Suggestive of cold weather’.

*bloak. See bloke.

bloat. ‘A drowned body. (2) A drunkard.
(3) A contemptuous term applied indiscriminately
to anybody’, A. H. Dawson: ? error for bloater,
Late C. 19-20.

bloated. A lower-classes’ enphemism for bloody :
C. 20. Manchon.

bloated aristocrat. Any man of rank and wealth :
coll. ; from ca. 1850, though adumbrated in 1731.
Thackeray, 1861: ‘What a bloated aristocrat
Thingamy has become since he got his place !’
In C. 20 the term is bloated plutocrat, which when
used seriously is S.E.; when jocularly, coll.

bloater. A B.E.8 aeroplane: Air Force: late
1914-16. F. & Gibbons.

bloater, mild. A little dandy, a dandy of no
account : low: C.20. Manchon.
" bloater, my. My darling; my man: low:
C.20. Ibid.

blob. A ‘duck’s egg’: cricket: coll.: 1898,
says Ware ; 1934, W. J. Lewis, ‘ From the cipher 0

D.U.E.

BLOCKER

placed against his name on the score-sheet ’; ulti-
mately ex blob, a blot, a shapeless mass.—2. A
glass of beer : military; C. 20. F. & Gibbons.—3.
Patter or beggars’ tales: vagrants’ c¢. (— 1861).
Mayhew. Cf.

*blob, v. To talk, esp. if indiscreetly; to
‘ patter’: from ca. 1850; c. Same period: on
the blob, by talking (Mayhew, 1851). Ex blab.

blob, geta. To make no score : cricketers’ coll. :
1905, Norman Gale (W. J. Lewis). Ex the n.
Also make a blob, 1903 (O.E.D. Sup.); used fig.,
to make nothing, it is likewise coll. : from ca. 1905.

blob, on the. See blob, v.

block. A person either stupid or hard-hearted :
C. 16-20; coll. until ca. 1660, then S.E. Early
examples are offered by Udall (in Ralph Roister
Doister), Shakespeare, Jonson. Cf. deaf, dull, etc.,
as a block.—2. The head : C. 17-20. Shirley, ca.
1637. See also block, lose the.—3. In Scottish c.,
a policeman : recorded for 1868 (Ware), but prob.
from ca. 1860.—4. ‘ The young lady of fine shape
who in the mantle department tries on for the
judgment of the lady customer’, Ware: linen-
drapers’ coll. : C. 20.

block, v.t. Have intercourse with a woman:
C. 20, low.—2. See blocking.—3. See block a hat.
—4. (Usually block a pub.) To occupy, or remain,
long in: non-arstocratic (— 1909), Ware, ‘ Gen.
said of a sot ’.

block, a chip of the same or (same) old. Of the
same character; with inherited characteristics.
Coll.: C. 17-20. In a sermon, Sanderson, 1627 :
*Am I not a child of the same Adam, a vessel of
the same clay, a chip of the same block with him 7’
(0.E.D.)

block, barber’s. The head : from ca. 1820; in
Scott.—2. Also, an over-dressed man (— 1876, ob.).
Both ex the wooden block on which barbers dis-
played a wig.

block, do in the; occ. do one’s block. See
block, lose the.

block, do the. To promenade: 1869, Marcus
Clarke : Melbourne s. >, by 1890, gen. Australian
coll. Ex the fashionable block of buildings in
Collins Street between Swanston and Elizabeth
Streets. Morris.—2. Hence, on the block, promenad-
ing thus : Australian coll. : 1896, The Argus, July 17.

block, lose (or do in) the ; occ. do one’s block.
To become angry, excited, diffident: Australian
(— 1916). C. J. Dennis, who has also keep the
block, to remain dispassionate.

block, oft one’s. Panicky; crazy; occ., angry :
late C. 19-20. F. & Gibbons. See block, n., 2.

block a hat. * To knock a man’s hat down over
his eyes’, H., 3rd ed.: from ca. 1860. Perhaps
ex block, the head.
o block and fall. Irritably drunk: Anglo-Irish :

. 20.

block-house. A prison: ca. 1620-1840, but not
gen. before late C. 18. (B.E. considers it to be c.)
Earlier, S.E.: a fort; cf. G.W. usage.

block-ornament, blocker. A small piece of
inferior meat displayed on a butcher’s block : coll. :
from ca. 1845; slightly ob.—2. A queer-looking
person : from ca. 1860 ; .

block with a razor, cut a. (Often blocks for a
block.) To try in a futile or incongruous way :
coll. Goldsmith, 1774. Ob.

blocker. A bowler hat: mainly stores’ and
hatters’: C.20. (John Brophy, Waterfront, 1934.)
—2. See block~ornament.

F



BLOCKING

blocking. (Parliamentary) the preventing or
postponing of a bill being passed, esp. of its being
voted-on after 12.30 at night: 1884; coll. > j.
> S.E. (8.0.D.)

*bloke ; in mid-C. 19, occ. bloak. Occ. con-
temptuous ; occ. & term of address among sailors.
A man; a chap, fellow (— 1839). Until ca. 1860,
c.; until ca. 1900, low. Pre-1870 examples :
Brandon (in ‘ Ducange Anglicus’), Mayhew, Sala,
Kingsley, Ouida, Miss Braddon, James Green-
wood. Also, 2, a lover (‘Sally and her bloke’,
Ware): from ca. 1880. And, 3, in C. 20 Navy, a
man’s (passive) male; 4, in late C. 19-early 20
universities, an °‘outsider’, a book-grubber, as
Ware notes. Perhaps ex Dutch blok, a fool, or
(via Romany) ex Hindustani, loke, a man ; Weekley
thinks that it derives ex Shelta (Irish tinkers’ o.).
Note, however, the slightly earlier gloak, q.v.:
though, of course, gloak may well derive ex Shelta.

bloke, the. The commander of one’s man-of-
war: naval: late C. 19-20. Bowen.

*bloke with the jasey, the. The judge: c. or
low 8. (— 1874). H., 6th ed. Ex bloke, 1.

blondie or -y. A blonde girl : non-aristocratic
and non-cultured coll. : from ca. 1925.

*blone. A corruption of blowen, q.v.
Grose.)

blonked. See blanked.

[blood, by 1tself or in combination with God’s,
Christ’s, in oaths : all 1 by 1900.]

blood. A fast or a foppish man : C. 16-early 19,
coll. Now literary and archaic.—2. University and
Public Schools’: a senior held to be a setter of
fashion and manners: from ca. 1880.—3. Hence,
a passenger favourably regarded : ships’ stewards’ :
C. 20. Bowen.—4. Money: coll.: C. 18-19.—
5. A wall.-flower: low, mostly London: late
C. 19-20; slightly ob. Ware. Cf. bug, n., 3:
likewise ex the colour.—6. A ‘penny dreadful’:
naval (— 1909). Ware.—7. Hence, any * thriller ’:
gen. public : from ca. 1918.—8. A third-class shot :
military : late C. 19-20; ob. F. & Gibbons.—
9. A blood orange : fruiterers’ and grocers’ coll. :
late C. 19-20.

blood, v. Deprive of money: ca. 1860-1910.
Hawley Smart, 1884, Cf. bleed.

blood, adj. Fashionable ; distinguished : Public
Schools’ : late C. 19-20. P. G. Wodehouse, Mske,
1909, ‘ You might think it was the blood thing to
do to imitate him.” Ex blood, n., 2.

blood, in and out of. Vigorous, weak. C.19-20
hunting s. ex hunting j.

blood, young. (C. 20 political.) A youthful and
vigorous member of a party.

blood and entrails (more gen., guts). The red
ensign : nautical : late C. 19-20. Bowen.

blood and guts alderman. A pompous man; a
man with a large ‘ corporation’: C. 19.

Blood-and-Iron. Bismarck : a coll., journalistic
nickname (— 1887); virtually f. Baumann. Ex
his doctrine,

blood and ’ouns { I.e. God’s blood and wounds :
C. 18-19.

blood and thunder. A mixture of port wine and
brandy : ca. 1860-1910. Ex colour and effect,
resp. (The phrase was orig. an oath.)

blood and thunder tales. Low-class, sensational,
over-adventurous fiction : ? orig. U.S. ; in England
from ca. 1885. Coll. Cf. awfuls, penny dreadfuls,
shilling shockers.

blood ball. ‘The butchers’ annual hopser [sic],

(Egan’s

BLOODY ELEVENTH

a very lusty and fierce-eyed function’: London
trade: late C. 19-20; virtually . Ware. Cf.
bung ball, q.v.

blood-boat. A tally-boat: naval: late C. 19-20.
Ex high prices charged.—2. A partioularly hard
sailing ship with a brutal afterguard: nautical
coll. : mid-C. 19-20. Bowen.

blood-curdler or -freezer. A thrilling, esp. a
‘ creepy ’ narration or incident: coll.,, from ca.
1870. Cf. blood-and-thunder tales, shilling shocker,
thriller, and blood, n., 6 and 7.

blood for blood. In kind: tradesmen’s, esp. in
purchase and payment; from ca. 1780; ob.
Grose, 2nd ed. (With deal.)

blood for breakfast! (, there’s). A naval c.p.
(late C. 19-20) in reference to the admiral’s or
captain’s morning temper if it is bad. Bowen.

Blood-Hole, the. A Poplar theatre specialising in
melodrama : East London : ca. 1880-1914. Ware.

blood on the bullef. A musketry-instructors’ c.p.
intimating that a bullet should, if possible, have
a fleshy billet : 1916; ob. F. & Gibbons.

blood or beer ! A London streets’ jocular c.p.
= fight or pay for such refreshment!: ca. 1900-
156. Ware.

blood-red fancy. A red silk handkerchief
(— 1839, ob.): boxing world. Brandon.

blood-stained. A C. 20 (mainly post-G.W.)
facetious alternative, rarely euphemistic, for
bloody, adj.

blood-sucker. A lazy fellow involving his ship-
mates in additional work : nautical coll. (— 1867).
Smyth.

Blood-Suckers. The Sixty-Third Regiment of
Foot, now—and since ca. 1881—the 1st Battalion
of the Manchester Regiment : military : from ca.
1860 ; ob.

blood-worm. A sausage; esp. a black pudding :
proletarian London : ca. 1850-1910. Ware.

bloody, adj. A low coll. intensive, orig., and
still occ., connoting detestation: from ca. 1810.
Lex. Bal., 1811, ‘A favourite word used by the
thieves in swearing, as bloody eyes, bloody rascal ’ ;
Egan, 1823, added : ° Irish’. During the G.W.,
an adj. of all work, often used with a splendid
disregard for congruity. Ex and cf.:

bloody, adv. (In mid-C. 17-18, gen. bloody
drunk.) Also a low coll. intensive; = very.
C. 17-20, but respectable till ca. 1760. In C. 17,
there was an undertone of violence, in early C. 18
(cf. blood, n., q.v.) of high but roistering birth :
from ca. 1750, neutral ethically and socially, but
(until ca. 1920, at least) objectionable msthetically.
Only since the G.W. has it, in post-1800 days, been
at all gen. written in full. There is no need for
ingenious etymologies : the idea of blood suffices.
For both adj. and adv., sec F. & H., O.E.D.,
Weekley’s Adjectives and his Words Ancient and
Modern, Robert Graves’s Lars Porsena in the revised
ed., and esp. my Words/; the last contains a
2,000-word essay on the subject.—2. It is often
inserted, as in abso-bloody-lutely, hoo-bloody-rah,
not bloody likely : C. 20. Manchon.

bloody back. A soldier: pejorative : late C. 18-
early 19. Grose, 1st ed. Ex the scarlet uniform.

bloody carpet bags of, make. To mutilate, e.g.
with a razor: imported (— 1909) into Liverpool
from U.S.; ob. Ware. Many carpet bags are red.

Bloody Claverse. Graham of Claverhouse, Vis-
count Dundee (1643-89). Dawson.

Bloody Eleventh. The Eleventh Regiment of



BLOODY END TO ME !

Foot, now—and since ca. 1881—the Devonshire
Regiment : military : C.19-20, ob. Ex. the bloody
battle of Salamanca in the Peninsular War; they
had already suffered heavily at Fontenoy. Dawson.

*bloody end to me!; I wish my bloody eyes
may drop out if it is not true ! ; God strike me
I;léiggl Thieves’ oaths recorded in Egan’s Grose,

bloody flag. That single red flag which is the
signal for close action: naval: C. 19-20; ob.
Bowen.

Bloody Forty (or b.t.), the. A criminal gang
infesting the Liverpool Docks in the 1850’s:
nautical coll. It was °broken up by Captain
Samuels of the Dreadnought’ (Bowen).

bloody jemmy. An uncooked shecp’s head : ca.
1810-1914. Vaux, 1812; H., Ist ed. Also known
as a sanguinary James and a mountain pecker.

Bloody King’s. That red-brick church (St.
Mary’s the Less) in Barnwell which resembles
King's College Chapel in architecture : Cambridge
University : late C. 19-20. Cf. Bloody Mary’s.

Bloody Mackenzie. Sir G. Mackenzie (1636-91),
& lawyer bitter against the Covenanters. Dawson.

Bloody Mary. Queen Mary of England (d. 1558).
Ex the persecutions she allowed. (This nickname
soon > an historical and theological counter, a
mere sobriquet of ‘ the Swan of Avon’ type.)

oody Mary’s. ‘The red-brick church, St.
Paul's, resembling St. Mary’s in Cambridge, the
University church’, F. & H. revised : Cambridge
University : late C. 19-20.

bloody (or B.) Monday. The first day of vaca-
tion, set aside for the detention and punishment of
offenders: schoolboys’ (orig. Winchester): ca.
1670-1770. O.E.D. Contrast black Monday.

Bloody Pirates. A good-natured South-Seas
nickname for Burns, Philp & Co., the big steamship
firm of the Pacific: C. 20. Punning B.P.s, as
they are also called.

bloomer. A mistake: Australian and English
(— 1889). Barrére & Leland. Perhaps a ‘ blend’
of blooming error.

bloomeration. Illumination: London illiterate :
1897 ; ob. and, prob., never gen. Ware.

blooming. (Occ. euphemistic—cf. bleeding—for
bloody.) A mild intensive adj. and adv.; cf.
bally, blinking. The S.0.D. dates the earliest
instance at 1882; the usage was foreshadowed
early in C. 18. Its poaularity in the 1880’s was
owing largely to Alfred G. Vance, the comic singer.

Bloomsbury Birds. ‘ Hot-spirited recusants’,
the disciples of ‘ corner-miching priests’ : London
ecclesiastical circles : ca. 1630-90. Hacket (whose
phrases they are).

*bloss, blowse. A wench; a low harlot: the
former certainly c. always, the latter prob. a c.
word at one period. These senses date from late
C. 17. Prob. ex blowse, 2, q.v., but not impossibly
abbr. blossom. Cf. blower, q.v.—2. ‘A Thief or
Shop-lift ’, B.E.: c. of late C. 17-early 19. Prob,
an extension of sense 1.

blossom-faced, bloated ; blossom-noee, a tippler :
lower classes’ : mid-C. 19-20; ob.

biot one’s copy book. A C. 20 coll. : to make a
mistake, a fauz pas, a bad impression. Ex elemen-
tary school.

*blot the serip. To put in writing : mid-C. 17-
18; prob. c. Hence blot the scrip and jark i, to
stand engaged ; be bound for anyone : late C. 17—
18 ¢. Jark = a, or to, seal,

BLOW-IN

blotto. Drunk: from ca. 1905. P. G. Wode-
house, of a drunken mam, ‘ He was oiled, boiled,
fried, plastered, whiffled, sozzled, and blotto.’
Ex the porousness of blotting-paper, possibly sug-
gested or influenced by Romany motto, intoxicated.

blouser. ‘ To cover up, to hide, to render nuga-
tory’, to mislead : ca. 1880-1914. Ex the Fr.
workman’s blouse. Ware, ‘ Probably in an anti-
Gallican spirit ’.

blow. ©., goods, esp. in bite the blow: late
C. 17-18. B.E., Grose.—2. A shilling: ca. 1870-
1910, low.—3. A spree, drunken frolic: Oxford
and Cambridge, ca. 1800-70.—4. A breathing-
space: coll., C. 18-20. Cf. get a blow, to get a
breath of fresh air, or a considerable exposure to
wind: from ca. 1890; coll—5. A copulation :
from the man’s standpoint: C. 20. Perhaps ex :—
6. A harlot: c¢. or low 8. (— 1823); t by 1890.
Egan's Grose. Abbr. blowen.—7. A warning.
gecret information: c¢. (— 1926). O.E.D. (Sup.).
Ex blow, v., 2.—8. (Also cold blow if esp. windy.)
A taxi-cab rank: taxi-drivers’: from ca. 1925.
Ex the food or the rest one can get there.—9. A
smoke ; esp., a cigarette: c.: from ca. 1920.
James Curtis, The Gilt Kid, 1936.

blow, v. To fume, storm, speak angrily: C. 16—
20, coll. (O.E.D.) In later C. 19-20 the term, in
its first two nuances, has, after nearly a century of
obsolescence, been revived by contact with Aus-
tralia and America, where, as ‘ to boast ’, it had—
and has—a second life.—2. To inform, give informa-
tion (v.t. absolute, in B.E., but gen. with up or
upon, later on): from ca. 1570 ; S.E. till ca. 1660,
coll. till C. 19, then s. ‘ D—n me, if I don’t blow
.. . I'll tell Tom Neville,” Leigh Hunt. (S.0.D.)
—3. The euphemistic blow (me/) is also used as a
low jocular coll. = to curse, swear at (often with
past tense blowed), v.i. and v.t.: 1835, Marryat,
‘If 1 do, blow me!’ (O.E.D.). Occ. blow me
tight /, + by 1920 ; blow me up /, current ca. 1780—
1830 (George Parker), blow it/: mid-C. 19-20
(cf. blast st /).—4. Spend, lose money : see blew.
—5. University, occ. a8 go on the blow : to ind
in a spree: C. 19.—6. Winchester College, C. 19—
20: to blush (a corruption or a variant of blue,
q.v.)—7. In C. 20 o., to go away, esp. if quietly
and quickly.—8. Also, v.i., to ‘blow the gaff’
(v.t. with to): o.: C. 20. Wallace, Room 13.
Cf. sense 2.—9. To open (a safe) by the use of

powder: o.: late C. 19-20. James Spenser,
1934.

blow! Go away!: lower classes’ (— 1935).
Ex blow. v., 7.

blow a cloud. To smoke a cigar or a pipe : coll.,
VGX‘TQ on S.E.: late C. 18-19. Tom Moore, 1819.
(In late C. 17-18, raise a cloud = to smoke a pipe.)

*blow a tank. To dynamite a safe: post-G.W.
New Zealand c.

blow-along, roll-along tub. A full-lined sailing.
ship: clipper-ship sailors’ coll.: mid-C. 19-20
ob. Bowen.

blow-book. A book containing indelicate pic-
tures: C. 18, coll. The Post Man, June 8, 1708.

blow great guns. To blow a violent gale : from
ca. 1840; coll. Hugh Miller. Occ. b.g.9. and
small arms, 1.

blow hotand cold. To vacillate ; be treacherous :
mid-C. 16-20; coll. till ca. 1800, then S.E.

blow-in. To arrive; enter (v.i.); come. blow-
%SMA (a person), to visit. Coll.; C. 20. From



BLOW

blow (in) a bowl. To be a confirmed drunkard :
C. 16 (? early 17); coll. Barclay, 1616. (O.E.D.)

blow in one’s pipe. To spend money : low : ca.
1870-1920. Cf. blow, v., 4.

blow it!; blow me (tight)!; blow me up!
See blow, v., 3; for lst, see also blew it.

blow off my last limb (or wind) ! I swear that'’s
true : nautical (— 1923). Manchon.

blow off steam. To work, talk, swear, etc.,
hard, as a ‘safety-valve’: from ca. 1830; coll.
Marryat.

blow oft theline. To lose in a contest : military :
G.W. (F. & Gibbons.)

*blow oft the loose corns. * To Lie now and then
with a Woman’, B.E.: late C. 17-mid-18; c.
Cf. blow the groundsels, q.v.

blow one’s bazoo. To boast, ‘show off : ca.
1870-1910. Ex Dutch bazu = bazun, trumpet.

blow one’s hide out. To eat heavily : low coll.

(— 1857); ob. ‘Ducange Anglicus.’
blow-out. A heavy meal: from ca. 1820. Bee,
1823; Scott, 1824.—2. V., blow oneself out:

Barham, 1837 ; H., 1874, ‘ Sometimes the expres-
sion is, *“ blow out your bags’.’—2. In c., to steal
(something) : late C. 19-20; ob.

blow sky high. To scold, or blame, most ve-
hemently : ? orig. U.S. and anglicised ca. 1900.

*blow the gab or gaff. To reveal a sccret: in
C. 18, c. (as in Grose, 1st ed.); then, always with
gaff, low s., as in Marryat.

blow the grampus. (Nautical) to throw cold
water on a man asleep on duty: C. 19-20; ob.

*blow the groundsels. To ‘lic with’ a woman
on the floor: C.17-18; ¢. In B.E. blow-offon...
o blow-through, have a. (Of a man) to coit : low:

20,

blow together. To make in a slovenly way:
tailors’ : from ca. 1850 ; ob.

blow-up. A discovery, disclosure: coll.: late
C.18-early 19. Grose, 2nd ed.—2. Ascolding: from
ca. 1839. More gen. (1839) blowing-up. Ex:—
3. V., to scold: 1827, Lytton, but prob. earlier.
—4. A quarrel (temporary) : from ca. 1880.—5. To
accost (a person): New Zealanders’: C. 20. Ex
sense 3.

blow upon. To betray: C. 15-19, coll. To
make public: C. 17-19. To discredit: C. 17-19,
coll.

blowed, be.  Euphemistic when blowed =
damned ; otherwise, low coll. From the mid-
1830’s. Dickens, 1836, ‘You be blowed.” Cf.
blow, v., 3: q.v. N.B.: in late C. 19-20, blowed
is, except in this phrase, considered sol. for blown.

*blowen ; blowin(g). A woman, esp. a harlot :
c.: resp. late C. 18-19 (Grose, 2nd ed.) and late
C. 17-early 19 (B.E.). Borrow, in his Romano
Lavo-Lil, says : ‘ Signifying a sister in debauchery
. . . the Beluiii of the Spanish Gypsies ’.

blower. A boaster; a very talkative person.
Australian (and U.S.): from ca. 1860 ; ob.—2. In
late C. 17-18 c., a mistress; a whore, as in Coles,
1676. In C. 19 c., a girl: pejoratively opp. to
Jjomer, q.v. A variant of blowen, q.v. Brandon.
—3. A p%)]e: low (— 1811); 1 by 1890. Lex.
Bal.—4. The Blower, the Dolphin (public-house):
low: ca. 1820-50. Bee.—5. In C. 20 c., a tele-
phone. Charles E. Leach.—6. Hence, a telephone
or a telegraph for the transmission of racing news:
low (— 1935).

blower and striker. A hard officer; esp., a
‘ bucko ’ mate : nautical : late C. 19-20. Bowen.

BLUE

blowhard. A boaster: Australian: 1880. In
U.S. (18556; ob.), an adj., whence prob. the n.
—2. Whence, a blustering officer, of no use with
his fists: sailing-ship seamen’s: from ca. 1885.
Bowen.

blowing, vbln. Boasting: from ca. 1860.
Trollope in Australia and New Zealand, 1873, ‘A
fine art much cultivated in the colonies, for which
the colonial phrase of * blowing >’ has been created ’.
—2. See blowen.

blowing marlin-spikes(, it’s). (It is) a full gale:
nautical coll.: mid-C. 19-20. Bowen. ILe. the
gale is strong enough to lift a marlin-spike (or
almost).

blowing of a match, in the. In a moment:
coll., mostly London (— 1887); ob. Baumann.

blowing-up. See blow-up, 2.

blown in !, look (or see) what the wind has. See
who has arrived !: jocular coll.: C. 20.

blowsabella. A country wench: C. 18; coll.
Suggested by the character in Gay’s poem, The
Shepherd’s Week. Cf. blousalinda, which likewise
has a coll. savour.

blowse, blowze. A beggar’s trull; a wench:
late C. 16-18: either c. or low s. Chapman in
All Fools. Cf. bloss, q.v.—Cf. 2, a slatternly
woman : C. 16-18.

blub. To weep, esp. of children : mid-C. 19-20.
Ex to blubber.—2. Also, to wet with weeping:
coll.: 1804, Tarras (O.E.D.). Ex equivalent
blubber.

*blubber. The mouth: in C. 18-early 19, c.;
then (but in C. 20 ob.), 8. A New Canting Dict.,
1726; Grose, lst ed.—2. A woman’s breasts:
low : late C. 18-20, esp. in sport blubber, to expose
the breasts. Grose, 2nd ed.

blubber, v. To weep effusively, noisily : C. 15-
20. Until ca. 1800, S.E.; then coll. Smollett,
Scott. (Gen. pejorative.)

Cfblubbel‘ and guts. Obesity : C. 19-20, ob.; low.

blubber-belly. A fat person: C. 19-20, low
coll.; ob. Cf. preceding entry.

blubber-head(ed). (A) foolish (person): C. 19—
20, ob. Mostly nautical.

blubber-hunter. A  whaling-ship :
nautical coll. : mid-C. 19-20. Bowen.

blucher. Winchester College : a prefect in half
power: ca. 1830-1915. Also, a non-privileged
cab plying at railway stations: ca. 1850-1900.
Ex the Prussian field-marshal, who arrived some-
what late at the Battle of Waterloo.

bludge. To use a bludgeon: 1924, Galsworthy,
The White Monkey.

*bludgeon business. See swinging the stick.

*bludgeoner. A harlot’s bully; a bawdy-house
chucker-out: e¢. (— 1852); ob. Also, in late
C. 19-20, bludger.

*bludger. A thief apt to use a bludgeon, i.e.
violence : c.; from ca. 1850. H., 1st ed.—2. See
bludgeoner.

[blue. This word, in the 8.E., coll, and s. of
C. 18-20—it is rare before ca. 1700—plays a protean
and almost intangible part, for it expresses a gamut
of opinions and emotions. For an excellent gen.
introduction on the subject, see F. & H. at blue.]

blue. The Blue Squadron : from ca. 1700 ; orig.
naval and coll.; in C. 19, gen. and S.E. See the
note at admiral of the blue.—2. A * blue stocking ' :
1788, Mme. D’Arblay ; after ca. 1800, coll. Byron,
in Don Juan : ‘The Blues, that tender tribe, who

pejorative



BLUE

sigh o’er sonnets ’ ;  Cuthbert Bede ’ : ‘ Elizabeth,
the very Virgin Queen of Blues’. Hence blue =
female learning; t by 1900: Byron, ‘a twilight
tinge of blue ’.—3. A scholar of Christ’s Hospital :
abbr. blue-coat boy: from ca. 1820; t.~—4. A
policeman : from ca. 1835. Cf. blue bottle and boy,
man in blue, etc.—b5. A compromise between the
half-pint and the pint pot : public-house, ca. 1870~
1900.—6. Gen. get Don’s blue. TFig. for election to
an Oxford or Cambridge team in a major inter-
university sport or competition : mid-C. 19-20 :
soon coll. ; in C. 20, S.E. The Oxford colours are
dark, the Cambridge hght, blue.—7. (Gen. pl.) A

bluejacket : nautical coll.: mid-C. 19-20; ob.
Bowen.
blue, v. Blush: early C. 18. At Winchester

College in C.19. Swift, in The Tatler, ‘ If a Virgin
blushes, we no longer cry she blues.’—2. To spend,
waste : mid-C, 19-20, see blew.—3. Pawn, pledge :
ca. 1850-1920. H., 1st ed.—4. To miscalculate ;
bungle; ruin: 1880 (O.E.D.).—5. Cf. the C. 20
racing o. use of blue as v.i. to mean : lose on a race.
The bookie’s clerk accordingly marks the book B.
(John Morris). Cf. cop.—6. In mid-C. 19 gen. c.,
to steal; plunder.

blue, adj. (Of women) learned, literary : from
ca. 1780 ; coll. In C. 19-20 (ob.), S.E. Lever, in
Harry Lorrequer, ‘ She wasa . . . very little blue—
rather a dabbler in the “ ologies’ than a real
disciple.’—2. Obscene: from late 1830’s (cf.
blueness) : coll. by 1900. Perhaps ex the blue dress
of harlots (F. & H.), perhaps ex La Bibliothéque
Bleue, a series of French books (H), perhaps simply
in contrast to brown.—3. Gloomy, low-spirited :
from ca. 1850, coll. : cf. look blue, in a blue funk.—
4. Drunk: Australian: from ca. 1920. Perhaps
ex the resultant ¢ blue devils ’.

blue, a bolt from the. Something (gen. un-
pleasant) wholly unexpected (— 1888); coll. till
C. 20, when S.E.

blue, burn it. See burn it blue.

blue, by all that’s. Decidedly ! Gen., however,
& euphemism for ¢ by God !’ : coll.: from 1830’s;
ob. ? ex parbleu = par Dieu.

blue, in the. Gone astray, gone wrong; having
failed, a failure : military : C. 20. F. & Gibbons.
Perhaps = ‘gone off into the blue haze of the
horizon’.—2. Hence, in a ‘ deserted place far away
and difficult of access’: coll. (— 1931). Lyell.—
3. (Also ex sense 1.) In debt; in a ‘fix’: Aus-
tralian : from ca. 1927.

blue, look. To be confounded, astonished, dis-
appointed : coll. : late C. 16-20, coll.—2. See blue,
till all look, 2.

blue, make the air. To curse; to use obscene or
blasphemous language : mid-C. 19-20.

blue, menin. (Singularrare.) The police : coll. :
from ca. 1870; ob. Cf.:

Blue, Royal Regiment of Foot-Guards. Sce
blues, 4.

blue, till allis. To the utmost, the limit ; for an
indefinite time : perhaps orig. U.S. (1806); ob.
Admiral Smyth refers to a ship reaching deep, i.e.
blue, water.—2. In drinking: till one becomes
drunk, as in Barham ; till all look or seem blue is a
C. 17 (1-18) variant.
_ blue, true. Faithful(ness): C. 17-20, coll.
Foreshadowed ca. 1500. In C. 17, of Scottish
Whigs ; in C. 19-20, of strong Tories.

Blue and Buft. A literary nickname, ca. 1880 4
for The Edsnburgh Review (d. 1029).

BLUE DEVILS

Blue and Orange. The nickname of the Loyal and
Friendly London club of the 1740’s. Grose.

blue and white, gentleman in. A policeman :
coll. : ca. 1860-1800.

blue-apron. A tradesman: C.18-19, coll. > S.E.
Ambherst, Terre Filius, 1726.

blue as & razor. Extremely blue: late C. 18—
early 19. Grose, 2nd ed., pertinently suggests
blue as azure.

blue-back. One of the old privately prepared
charts: nautical coll.: C. 19-20; ob. Bowen.
Contrast :

blue-backs. Orange Free State paper money:
ca. 1860-1900. Thus F. & H.

blue-backs. See, however, bluebacks.

*blue-belly. A policeman: c. (— 1909).
Cf. blue, n., 4.

blue bill. Winchester College: a tradesman’s
bill sent to the pupil’s home : C.19-20, ob. Ex the
colour of the envelopes gen. used.

blue billy. A blue handkerchief white-spotted :
low; boxing: from the 1830's; ob. Brandon,
1839.

blue-book. See ¢ Westminster School slang .

blue blanket. The sky: C. 18-20 coll.; ob.
Defoe in his History of the Dewl. Cf. Bengal
blunket, q.v.—2. ‘ A rough overcoat made of coarse
pilot cloth’, H., 2nd ed.: coll.: ca. 1860-90.

blue boar., A venereal chancre: late C. 18-19,
low. Grose, 2nd ed. Perhaps ex the Blue Boar
Tavern, in the ¢ Latin Quarter ’ of the London of ca.
1750-1850.

blue board. * A C. 20 variant of the preceding.

blue boat. (Gen. pl.) A skiff for the use of
cadets at Dartmouth : naval coll. : late C. 19-20.
Bowen. Cf. black cutter, q.v.

blue bottle. A beadle, a policeman : coll. : 1597,
Shakespeare. Little used in late C. 17-18, but re-
popularised ca. 1850.—2. A serving man: coll.:
C. 19. Scott, G. P. R. James. Cf. blue-apron.

blue boy. A chancre: C. 18-19, low. Cf. blue
boa

Ware.

7.

blue boys. (Rare in singular.) The police:
James Greenwood, 1883. Ob.

blue breeches !|,—by my eyes, limbs, and. See
Eyes and Limbs, the.

blue butter. Mercurial ointment, against para-
sites : (Cockney) coll.: from ca. 1870; ob.
H., 5th ed.

Blue Cap. A Scotsman : ca. 1590-1800; coll. >
S.E. Cf. the S.E. blue bonnet and contrast :

Blue Caps, the. The Dublin Fusiliers : military :
1857 (Indian Mutiny); slightly ob. Ware. Ocec.
Neill's Blue Caps, ex their gallant colonel killed at
Lucknow. (F. & Gibbons.)

blue coat. A blue-coated soldier: C.16-17. In
C. 19, oco. for a sailor. Coll. usages.—2. A police-
man : C.17-20, ob. ; And—3. Also, a serving man:
C. 17-18.

blue-cross gas. German sneezing-gas : military
coll.: 1917-18. B.& P. Exthe markon the shell.

blue dahlia. Something rare or unheard of:
coll. (— 1888) >, almost imm., S.E. Cf. Robert
Hichens’s The Green Carnation, 1894, and blue roses,
1885 (The Dasly News, June 26).

blue damn, (I don’t care a). A slightly evasive
curse: coll. (— 1909); ob. Ware's semantics are
rather far-fetched : prob. ex blue, adj., 2.

bluedevils. Low spirits : from ca. 1780 %
by 1850, S.E. Grose, Isted.; ¥y
Devil. Ex blue devil, a

gk

moa.—Henge 2,



BLUE DUCK

delirium tremens : from ca. 1822 : coll. >, by 1880,
S.E. Scott and Cobbett. Cf. blues, 3.—3. The
police : ca. 1845-1905. Cf. blues, 4.—4. the Blue
Devils, the French Chasseurs Alpins: military
coll. : 1915-18. F. & Gibbons. Ex their blue
uniforms.

blue duck. A rumour, esp. if baseless : New Zea-
land soldiers’ : in G.W. Semantics : quack / quack /

blue-eyed boy. A pet, a favourite : coll. (— 1914)
>, by 1930, S.E. F. & Gibbons. The allusion is to
innocence : cf. (mother’s) white-haired boy, q.v.

blue fear. Extreme fright: ca. 1870-1900;
coll, rare. R. L. Stevenson. Cf. blue funk, q.v.

blue fire. Adj., sensational: from ca. 1870;
mainly theatrical. Post-1920, however, it is fairly
usual and, in its gen. use, coll. > S.E. Ex a blue
light used on the stage to create a weird effect ; cf.
S.E. blue light.

blue flag. A publican: mid-C. 18-early 19.
Grose, 1st ed. Esp. in hoist the b.f., become a
publican.

blue funk. Extreme fear (— 1856). Thomas
Hughes popularised it.

ue-funk school. A coll. form of the blue-water
&chool, q.v.: its opponents’: from ca. 1908.
Collinson.

Blue-Funneller (or b.-f.). An Alfred Holt
steamer : nautical coll. : C. 20. Bowen.

blue glasses, see through. * To sce things from a
wrong—generally depressed—point of view ’: coll.
(— 1931). Lyell.

blue-handled rake. °‘ The railing and steps lead-
ing to the platform of a fair-booth stage’: late
C. 19-20. Ware.

Blue Horse, the. The Fourth Dragoon Horse :
military : late C. 18-20; ob. Ex its facings of
1746-88.

*blue it. See blew it.

blue jack (or Jack). Cholera morbus: nautical
(—kl909). Ex colour of skin (Ware). On yellow
jack.

blue light. An order for money (during a tem-
porary shortage) on the N.A.A.F.I. issued by a
military unit : from 1924 or 1925. (With thanks to
Major-General A. P. Wavell, C.M.G.}—2. A sancti-
monious seaman: nautical: late C. 19-20.
Bowen. Contrast :

bluelights. A naval gunner: naval: late C. 19—
20. Bowen.

blue marines (or B.M.), the. The Royal Marine
Artillery before they were amalgamated with the
Light Infantry : naval coll.: C. 19. Bowen.

blue Monday. A Monday spent, away from work,
in dissipation : from ca. 1880 ; ob.

bluemoon. A rarely-recurrent (event or) period :
coll. (— 1859). H., lsted. Ex:

blue moon, oncein a. Extremely seldom : coll. :
C. 17-20. Till a blue moon occurs in 1860, and the
phrase is adumbrated as early as 1628 (Roy & Bar-
lowe). Apperson.

blue murder, cry. See blue murders.

blue murder, like. With great rapidity, esp. if
hastily or in a panic: 1914 (O.E.D. Sup.). Ex:

blue murder(s). Cries of terror or alarm: a
great noise, horrible din: from late 1850’s; coll.
H.,, lst ed. Gen. as cry b. m. Cf. the Fr. morbleu,
which, however, = mort (de) Dieu.

Blue Nose. A Nova Scotian : coll. ; orig. (1830)

U.8., anglicised ca. 1840. Thornton. Ex the
extreme cold of the Nova Scotian winter.
blue o’clock in the morning, at. °Pre-dawn,

BLUE TAPE

when black sky gives way to purple’: London
streets’ : 1886, The Daily News, Oct. 12,; ob.
Rhyming on two o’clock (Ware).

blue paper, fly. See fly blue paper.

blue peter. (Cards) the signal for trumps at
whist : coll. > j.: ca. 1860-19056.—2. Also fig. in
its coll. use, as in Byron, for immediate departure.

blue pigeon. (Nautical) the sounding-lead : from
ca. 1820.—2. In mid-C. 18-19 c., blue pigeon is
roofing-lead ; hence, b.-p. flyer is a stealer of lead
from houses and churches. Grose, 1st ed.

*blue pigeon, fly the. To steal roof-lead and
lead pipes from house and church exteriors: mid-
C. 18-19 c. Cf. blue pigeon, 2, q.v.

blue pill. A bullet: C. 19. Cf. thc American
blue whistler and blue plum.—2. A mercury pill
against syphilis : c. (— 1887); ob. Baumann.

*blue plum(b). A mid-C. 18-19 c. term for a
bullet. Grose, 1st ed.; Harrison Ainsworth, 1834.
Grose has the following phrases: surfeited with a
blue plumb, ¢ wounded with a bullet ’, and a sortment
(i.e. an assortment) of Qeorge R—'s (i.e. Rex’s) blue
plumbs, ¢ a volley of ball, shot from soldiers’ fire-
locks’.

blue ribbon. Gin: low:
Cf. satin, q.v.

blue-ribbon faker. A blatant upholder of absti-
nence from liquor: London streets’: 1882—ca.
1914. Ware.

blue pugaree. (Gen. pl.) A military policeman :
New Zealander soldiers’: 1916-18. Ex the dis-
tinctive colour of their hat-bands.

blue-ribboner or -ribbonite. A teetotaller : coll.
verging on S.E. : from ca. 1880. Ware. The blue
ribbon worn by certain teetotallers is recorded in
1878 (S.0.D.).

blue ruin. Gin; esp., bad gin: from ca. 1810 ;
ob. Lezx. Bal., Keats, T. Moore, Lytton, Sala. Cf.
(its prob. * offspring ’) blue ribbon and blue tape.

blue shirt at the mast-head, (there’s)a. (There is)
a call for assistance : nautical: late C. 19-20.
Bowen. Ex the blue flag then flown.

blue skin. A Presbyterian: C. 18-early 19.
Blue is the Presbyterian colour ; ¢ Hudibras ’ Butler
speaks of ‘Presbyterian true blue’.—2. In the
West Indies: a half-breed of black and white:
C. 19-20, ob.—3. In late C. 18-early 19, any
‘ person begotten on a black woman by a white
man’, Grose, 2nd ed. Cf.:

blue squadron, (belonging to the). (Of) mixed
blood, white with Hindu: India, C. 19. In late
C. 18-early 19, of anyone with ‘a lick of the tar
brush ’, Grose, 3rd ed. See the note appended to
admiral of the blue.

blue stocking. A literary or a learned lady
(— 1790). The adj. began to be applied in the
1750’s to the frequenters of Montagu House, Lon-
don, where literary and cognatoe talk replaced cards.
Both n. and adj. were coll. by 1810, S.E. by 1820 ;
bothare ob. Ex the blue worsted stockings affected
by Benjamin Stillingfleet, a near-poet, who was a
shining light of the Montagu House assemblies—by
Admiral Boscawen dubbed the Blue Stocking
Society. See esp. the 0.E.D.

Blue Stocking Parliament. The ° Little Parlia-
ment’ of 1653: coll., ca. 1653-1700. Ex their
puritanically plain clothes.

blue stone. Gin or whisky so inferior that it
resembles vitriol, which in Scottish and Northern
dial. is called ‘ blue stone ’. Ca. 1850-1900.

blue tape. Gin: ca. 1780-1850; perhaps o.

mid-C. 19-20; ob.



BLUE UN, THE

Grose, 2nd ed. Cf. blue ruin and sky blue, the latter
in Grose, 3rd ed.

Blue Un, The. The Winning Post: sporting
(— 1909); ob. Ware. Ex its colour, adopted to
distinguish it from The Pink Un’s.

blue unction. A blue ointment used to exter-
minate body-lice : military : from 1815. B. & P.
Ex unguent.

blue-water school. Those who believe that naval
offence is Britain’s best defence : 1905. S. > coll,
>, by 1914, S.E.

bluebacks. * The notes of the Transvaal Govern-
ment issued in 1865. The impecunious condition of
the Transvaal at the time made these notes very
much less than their face value. Cf. the American
term * Greenbacks’,” Pettman. (These notes
lapsed before 1884, the term was ob. by 1900.)
Ex their colour. Occ. blue-backs.

blued, occ. blewed. Drunk: low: C. 19-20; ob.
This word perhaps influenced screwed and slewed.

bluely, come off. To have ill success, bad luck :
coll.; ca. 1650-1840. Urquhart.

blueness. Indecency: literary s.;
used. Carlyle, 1840. Ex blue, adj., 2.

bluer. See ¢ Harrow slang’.

blues, the. See blue, n., 2 and 7.—2. Despon-
dency ; low spirits. Apparently Washington Irving
was, in 1807, the first to abbr. blue devils, q.v.—
3. Delirium tremens : from ca. 1850 but never very
gen.—4. The police : see blue, n., 4 : from ca. 1835.
¢ Sometimes called the Royal Regiment of Foot-
guards Blue,” H., 5th ed.: ca. 1870-90.—5. The
Royal Horse-Guards: C. 17-20. Ca. 1690-1780,
gen. the Oxford Blues, to distinguish them from
King William the III's Dutch troops, also called
the Blues.

*bluey. In mid-C. 19-20c.,lead : ex blue pigeon,
q.v. H., 1st ed.—2. In New Zealand C. 20 c., a
summons. Ex the blue paper on which it comes.—
3. A bushman’s, esp. a sundowner’s, bundle,
usually wrapped in a blue blanket: Australian
(— 1888); in C. 20, coll. Esp. in hump bluey, in
C. 20 often Aump one’s bluey, to go on the tramp
(— 1890). Morris. Cf. swag—4. In Tasmania, a
‘ smock-coat ’ shirt or blouse worn in wet districts
(1891, 0b.). 1Ibid.—5. A nickname fora red-hcaded
man: from ca. 1890, esp. in Australia and New
Zealand.

*bluey-cracking. The stealing of lead from build-
ing-exteriors : o. (— 1845); ob.

luey-hunter. An habitual stealer of lead roofing
and piping : mid-C. 19-20 c. Cf. blue-pigeon flyer,
8.v. blue-pigeon.

bluff. A considerable assurance adopted to im-
press an opponent : orig. (— 1848) U.S., anglicised
ca. 1870 : cf. the v. Coll.; in C. 20, S.E.—2. In
low s., an excuse: & sense firmly grounded in
England—see Mayhew’s London Labour—as early
ag 1851 : this sense may, perhaps, not come from
the U.S.

bluft, v.i. and v.t. To impress, intimidate, make
an excuse ; bluff off, to frighten away by bluffing ;
bluff out of, to frighten out of. Orig. (1850):
(Thornton), U.S. ; anglicised as a coll., in the early
1860’s or even the late 1850’s, for H., 1859, makes
no comment on the American origin of either n. or v.;
in C. 20, S.E. The American usage, for both n. and
v., perhaps derives from the Restoration senses,
bluff, to blindfold (as in Ray) and look bluff, look big
(as in B.E.); but see bluffing and W. at bluff.

bluft, call one’s. To challenge a person, with

not much

BLY

implication of showing up his weakness: coll.:
C.20. From U.S.A.

bluft the rats. To spread panic: low (— 1023).
Manchon.

*bluffer. In c. of mid-C. 17-early 19, ‘a Host,
Inn-keeper or Victualler’, B.E.; Coles, 1676.
Prob. ex dial. bluff, to hoodwink.—2, An imposer
that relies on an assumed appearance and speech :
from ca. 1885 ; coll.—3. A bosun: nautical: ca.
1840-1914.

blufing. Vbln., ‘imposing on another with a
show of force, where no real force exists : a phrase
taken from the game of poker’, Thornton, who
records it for U.S. at 1850. Anglicised, as coll.,
ca. 1880.

blug. An earlier form (} by 1925) of oickman,
q.v.: Bootham School. Anon., Dict. of Bootham
Slang.

bluggy. A jocular, therefore s., not—except
among purists or prudes—a euphemistic twisting of
bloody : 1877. The O.E.D. (Sup.) remarks: ‘[A]
pretended infantile pronunciation of bloody ’. Hence,
blugginess (1894 : ibid.).

blunderbuss. A stupid, or ignorant, clumsy
fellow : from ca. 1690 ; coll. verging on, perhaps
achieving, S.E.; ob. Ex the weapon’s unwieldi-
ness.—2. Also, ca. 1680-1800, & noisy and truculent
talker : coll. Ex the noise of its report.

blunk. A squall; a period of squally weather :
dial. (— 1790) >, by 1820, nautical coll. Bowen.
Dial. has a v. blunk, which is cognate with blench
(E.D.D.).

*blunt. Money, esp. cash (— 1714); orig. c.;
ob., except among tramps as the blunt. John Hall ;
Grose (2nd ed.), Moncrieff, Dickens (in Oliver
Twist), Punch (1882). Etymology doubtful: per-
haps, indeed prob., ex the blunt rim of coins; per-
haps, however, ex John Blunt, chairman of the
South Sea Company ; or perhaps, despite its surface
improbability, ex the Fr. blond (cf. brown, a half-
penny), as H. and ¥. & H. maintain.—2. Whence
in blunt, out of blund, rich, poor: C. 19. Bee.

Blunt Magazine. A bank; esp. the Bank of
England : low: ca. 1820-60. Bee. Ex blunt, 1.

blunted. In possession of money: rare; ca.
1850-80. Gen. well-blunted. Ex blunt, q.v.

blunty. A variant of the preceding. ‘Jon Bee’,
1823.

blurb. A publishers’ recommendation of a book :
on the jacket, or in the front, of the book itself.
Orig. U.S. (? 1923), anglicised in 1924. Coll. ; after
1933, S.E., but rarely heard beyond the world of
books. Perhaps ex blurred effect; perhaps a
corruption of spiurge. Cf. blah, q.v.

blurry. A slurring, gen. euphemistic, of bloody :
from not later than 1910. B. & P.

blurt | Pooh ! A fig. for!: late C. 16(? only
early) 17: coll. Lyly. Cf. the derisive c.p., blurt,
master constable/: C. 17. Middleton. O.E.D.;
Apperson.

blurt, v. To let or cause an escape of anal wind :
C. 20; low coll.

blush. See black dog.

blushing. Bloody: euphemistic coll.: C. 20.
Manchon.

blushing honours. Sce thick upon one.

blusteration. Bluster; & blustering: dial.
(— 1803) >, ca. 1860, goll. (O.E.D.)

*bly. ‘A burglar’s oxy-acetylene blow lamp’:
c. (— 1933). George Orwell, Down and Oul in
Paris and Lond By telescoping blow and ozy.




BLY !

bly ! ; bly me. Reduced forms of God blimey,
Godblimey : low : late C. 19-20. Ware.

*bly-hunker. A horse: vagrants’ c. (— 1845);
1. ?ex blinker.

Blyti. See Blighty.

bo. (In vocative) mate: U.S. (— 1905), partly
anglicised ca. 1918. Perhaps ex (you) hobo, but
see esp. Irwin,

bo or boo to a goose, say or cry ; occ. to a battle-
dore. To open one’s mouth ; to talk, speak: gen.
in negative. Coll.; from ca. 1580

bo-peep. Sleep: rhymings.: C.20. B.& P.—
2. (Bo-Peep.) Boescheppe on the Western Front :
military in G.W. W. H. L. Watson, Adventures of a
Despatch Rider, 1915.

*bo-peep, play at. In turn to hide and appear in
public; to keep watch: late C. 18—carly 19.
Grose, 2nd ed. Ex the game.

boa-constrictor. An instructor :

naval: late

C. 19-20; virtually f. F. & Gibbons. Ex his
¢ fascinating ’ eye.
board. A picture sold in the streets: C. 20

vagrants’ c¢.—2. A sideboard : furniture-dealers’
coll. : late C. 19-20. The Spectator, June 7, 1935.
—3. A railway signal: railwaymen’s: from the
1880°s. Tit-Buits, Nov. 1, 1890, notes the synony-
mous stick.

board, v. To accost: C.16-20. In Surrey and
Shakespeare, S.E.; but from ca. 1660, coll., as 1n
Vanbrugh’s False Fnend ‘ What do you expect
from boarding a woman . . . already heart and
soul engaged to another 7’ In C. 19-20, much more
definitely nautical in flavour : before 1800, the Fr.
aborder, to approach, accost, impressed rather by its
Gallicism than by 1ts nauticism.—2. ? hence, to
borrow money from (a person) : military (— 1890);

ob. F. &

board, above See above board.

board, get the. To receive the right-away signal :
railwaymen’s : from ca. 1927. The Daily Herald,
Aug. 5, 1936.

board, keep one’s name on the. To remain a
member of one’s College : Cambridge coll.: from
ca. 1850. In C. 20, S.E.

board, on the. (Tailoring) enjoying all the
privileges and perquisites of a competent workman :
ca. 1850-1920. Perhaps j. rather than s.

board, sail on another. To behave differently :
C. 16-early 17; coll.

board, sweep the. To win all the prizes; obtain
every honour: coll.: from ca. 1830. Ex the card-
game senses, take all the cards, win all the stakes :
S.E,, C. 17-20.

board, under. Deceptively: C.
Cf. above board, q.v.

board in the smoke. (Nautical) to take by sur-
prise: C. 19. Ex the lit. usage of hoarding a ship
under cover of broadside-smoke.

*board job. A sandwich-man’s job: C. 20 c.
Ex the board he carries.

17-18; coll.

Board-man. See boardman, 2.

board of green cloth. A card table: C.19-20; a
billiard-table : C. 18-20. Coll.; ob.

board-work. See boardman.

boarder-bug. A boarder at school : schoolboys’ :

from late C. 19. Collinson.
period.

*boarding house or school. A prison; house of
correction: c.; ca. 1690-1840. BE.; Grose.
Hence, boarding scholars, ¢ Bridewell- birds , BE.

*hoardman. A standing patterer, who often

Opp. day-bug, same

BOB, DRY AND WET

carried a board with coloured pictures: c. (va-
grants’): ca. 1840-1900. The practice was, by
Cockneys, called board-work.—2. (Or Board-man.)

A school-attendance inspector: London coll.
(— 1887); ob. Baumann.
*boards. Playmmg cards: C. 20 c. Edgar

Wallace in T'he Mixer, 19217,

boards, the. Thestage ; theatre: from ca. 1770 :
coll. till ca. 1880, then S.E.

*boat, always the boat. The hulks; orany public
works or prison : c.; ca. 1810-95. Mayhew. Ex
convict-hulks.

*boat, v. To transport (convicts): ca. 1800-60.
—2. To sentence to penal servitude: ca. 1870-1910.
Both are c. In the latter sense, get the boat br be
boated = to receive a severe sentence : H., 5th ed.

boat, be in the same. I.c. in the same position
or circumstance(s): coll., from ca. 1850, though
anticipated in late C. 16 ; in C. 20, S.E.

boat, good. A soldier spending freecly among
poorer comrades : military : ca. 1890-1915.

boat, have an oar in another’s or every. To
meddle, be a busybody: from mid-C. 16; ob.
Coll. t1ll ca. 1600, then S.E.

boat, miss the. To be too late : nautical coll. :

C. 20. Bowen.
boat, push out the. To pay for a round of drinks :
naval : late C. 19-20. Bowen. Contrast push the

boat out, q.v., at push.
boat, put on the. To deport ; as adj., deported :
low : late C. 19-20.

boat, sail in the same. To act together: coll.;
from late C. 16 ; in C. 19-20, S.E.

boats. Large boots: middle-class jocular:
C.20. Cf. carts and two feet . . .

boatswain-captain. A naval captain thoroughly
competent as a seaman: naval coll., contemptu-
ously used by the envious: C.19. Bowen.

boaty. Fond of, addicted to, boating: coll.:
1886 (O.E.D.). Cf. horsey.

bob. A man, a fellow: coll.: from ca. 1700 ;
ob. Cf. Jack and Tom, Dick and Harry, the
commonness of the name giving rise to a generic
sense. Cf. sense 3, where, however, the ideca may
be that of bobbing in, out, and up ; also dry and wet
bob (see bob, dry).—2. A shilling : from ca. 1810.
In 1812 Vaux records it in his Flash Dict. Origin
obscure : perhaps abbr. bobstick, q.v.; Weekley
suggests ex Robert, cf. joey, q.v. —3. In c., a shop-
hfter’s assistant: late C. 17-19. Cf. sense 1.—
4. Gin: C. 18.—5. At Winchester College, C. 19:
a large white beer-jug, holding about a gallon.—
6. See bob, s’help me.

*bob, v.; occ. as bob out of. To cheat, trick.
Late C. 17-19 ¢. C. 14-16, S.E.; C. 17, coll.
Ex Old Fr. bober, to befool.

bob, adj. Lively, pleasant, ‘nice’: C. 18-20;
ob. Cibber, 1721. Coll.—2. In c., safe; esp. in
all is bob ; late C. 17—early 19. Cf. betty, all : q.v.

bob ! Stop' Enough ! : Society, ca. 1880-1900.
Ex gen. bob 1t /, drop it ! (— 1864).

bob |, all is. See bob, adj., 2.

bob I, bear a. Be quick! Look lively: coll.,
from ca. 1860 ; ob. Ex bear a bob (lit., a refram),
join in the chorus.

bob, dry. Incomplete coition: applied to the
man : oca. 1660-1930. Rochester ; Grose; F. & H.
(revised). Ex dry bob, a blow that leaves the skin
intact.—2. See :

bob, dry and wet. At Eton College, one who con-
centrates resp. on land games and sports and on



BOB, GIVE THE

boating, swimming, (recently) water-polo. Dry bob
occurs in Disraeli’s Coningsby : the terms would
therefore seem to date from ca. 1835; they were
coll. by 1875, S.E. by 1900.

bob, give the. To dismiss: C.17,coll. (InS.E.,
give the bob = to befool, impose on.)

bob, light. A soldier in the light infantry,
artillery, etc.; coll.; from ca. 1840. Here, as in
dry and wet bob, bob abbr. Robert, so common a name
that it > generic for a man, a fellow ; cf. Jack, Joe,
Dick, etc.

bob (or, in Ware, baub )!, s’helpme. As an oath,
euphemistic (bob = God). It is s. only when, as in
‘Jon Bee’ 1823, in Barham, 1837, and in James
Payn, 1880, it is virtually or actually an asseveration
(= ‘you may be sure’) made jocularly. ‘The
word . . . comes from Catholic England, and is
‘‘ babe ’—meaning the infant Saviour,” Ware.
Now &'help, 8 elp, is often, deliberately or otherwise,
pronounced swelp (q.v.) and among the middle and
upper classes, after ca. 1890, it is always spoken 1n
jest.

bob, shift one’s. To move, go away: mid-
C. 18-20; ob. Grose.

bob, wet. See bob, dry.

bob-a-day gunner or guns. A temporary gun-
nery-officer: naval: C. 20. F. & Gibbons;
Bowen. He draws an additional shilling a day.

bob a nob. Almost a c.p.: a shilling a head.
Ca. 1820-1910. Bee; H., 3rd ed., records in this
form, which is correct ; ¥. & H. as bob a nod, which
I believe to be an error.

bob around. To go quickly from place to place :
coll. ; from ca. 1860. Cf. bob, shift one’s.

*bob cull. A ‘good fellow’, pleasant com-
panion : late C. 18-19 c. See bob, adj., and cull.

bob-down man. An anti-aircraft sentry: mil-
tary coll. : 1915-18. F. & Gibbons. His warning
caused men to take cover.

*bob groin. See groin.

Bob, Harry, and Dick. Sick, esp. after drink:
rhyming s.: 1868 ; virtually . Ware.

*bob ken ; bowman ken. ‘A good or well
Furnished House, full of Booty, worth Robbing;
also a House that Harbours Rogues and Thievs’,
B.E.: c.: late C. 17-early 19.

bob (or Bob) my pal. A girl : rhyming s. on gal.
From ca. 1855 ; ob. ‘Ducange Anglicus’, 1857.

bob-tack. Cleaning-wherewithal ;” brass polish :
military : C. 20. F. & Gibbons. Perhaps ironi-
cally ex bob, adj., 1; see also tack.

bob-tailor. ‘A cruiser-sterned merchant ship’:
nautical : late C. 19-20. Bowen.

bob up. To appear; to return, as in ‘he's
always bobbing up’. C. 20, coll.

bob(b)ajee. A cook: Regular Army coll.: mid-
C. 19-20; ob. F. & Gibbons. Ex Hindustani
bawacha.

bobber. A fellow-workman ; mate, chum : dial.
(— 1860) >, by 1870, coll. and by 1885, 5. Ex lit.
sense.—2. A spurious pl. of bob, a shilling, as 1 two
bobber, a two-shilling piece, though this (ca. 1880—
1910) may conceivably be due to the Oxford -er.—
3. A tale-bearer : military : C.20. F. & Gibbons.
Ex bobbing along to become one.

bobbery. A noise; disturbance; squabble.
From ca. 1800: Kenney has it in his comedy,
Raising the Wind, 1803 ; Punch honoured it in 1879.
Ex Hindi Bap re /, Oh, father : often employed to
expreas grief or surprise. Since ca. 1890 it has been
little used except among soldiers and others with
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experience of India ; current among the Tommies in
the G.W. See also bubbery.

bobbery-pack. A heterogeneous squadron: na-
val: ca. 1820-90. Bowen, ‘ Borrowed from the
sportsmen ashore ’.

bobbing-bastard. A disappearing-‘ man’ target :
marksmen’s: C. 20.

bobbing-drill. Target practice : military : C. 20.
F. & Gibbons. Orig. and esp. at a disappearing
target.

Bobbing John. The Earl of Mar: a nickname :
1715. Ex political behaviour. O.E.D.

bobbing on. Anticipating, expecting (something
unpleasant) : military: C. 20. F. & Gibbons.
E.g. ‘ He's bobbing on a court martial ’.

bobbish. ¢ Clever, smart, spruce ’, Grose, 2nd ed.:
ca. 1785-1820. Ex bob, ‘ a light, rebounding move-
ment ’.—2. Hence, in good health and/or spirnts :
implied in 1813; ob. except as pretty bobbish.—
Adv., bobbishly : 1813, Scott (0.E.D.); ob.

bobble. A confused movement of water: nau-
tical coll. : from the 1870’s. Ex:

bobble, v.i. To move with frequent or continual
bobbing : coll.: 1812, W. Tennant (0.E.D.). A
frequentative of bob.

bobbles. Testicles, gen. a man’s: sol. for
baubles (but cf. bobble) : C. 19-20; ob.

bobbly. Jerky, jumpy: coll.: 1909 (O.E.D.
Sup.). Ex bobble, q.v.—2. (Esp. of trousers)
‘loose and undulating’; baggy: coll.: 1921
(ibid.).

bobby. A policeman (— 1851). Ex Mr., later
Sir, Robert Peel (cf. peeler), mainly responsible for
the Metropolitan Police Act of 1828. F. & H.
points out that, long before 1828, Bobby the beadle =
‘ a guardian of a public square or other open space ’.
—2. Hence, at Oxford and Cambridge, ca. 1860-90,
the proctors were called bobbies.

Bobby Atkins. An occ., coll. variant of Tommy
Atkins : ca. 1900-14. Ware.

bobby-dazzler. ° A top much longer and narrower
than the ordinary kind’: Midlands’: C. 20.
R. Aubrey Thompson in The Observer, March 3,
1935. A s. elaboration of bobby dazzler, a dazzling
thing or person : dial. (— 1866): E.D.D. Perhaps
euphemustic for bloody dazzler.

*bobby(-)horse. A chink-backed horse: va-
grants’ ¢. (— 1845); ob.

*bobby-twister. A burglar or thief that, on being
pursued or seized, uses violence: mid-C. 19-20
(ob.): c. Ex bobby, a policeman.

bobby’s labourer. A special constable: such
constables’ in 1868. Ware. See bobby, 1.

bobby’s job. A safe job; an easy one: military
coll.: 1915-18. F. & Gibbons. A hit at the
military police.

Bobs. Lord (General) Roberts : Society (1900) >
gen. (late 1900); ob. As Bob for Robert, so Bobs
for Roberts. (Ware.)

Bob’s horse, with nobody to pay the reckoning,—
off,like. To decamp with all money, furniture and
personal effects: nautical: from 1830's; ob.
Dana.

bobstay. ¢ The frenum of a man’s yard ', Grose,
2nd ed.: mid-C. 18-20 (ob.); low coll.

*bobetick. A shilling’s worth (— 1789). Orig. c.,
then low s.; t by 1860. George Parker; Mon-
crieff, 1821. Whence perhaps bob, n., 2, q.v.,—
but then what is the origin of bobstick ?

bobtail, bob-tail, bob tail. A lewd woman, lit. one
with a lively pudend: coll.: C. 17-18. B.E,
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Grose. Cf. wag-tail.—2. A contemptible fellow :
C. 17, perhaps coll.—Cf. 3. A eunuch; an im-
potent man: C. 17-18; ex bob = cut short (cf. a
bobtail horse) and tail = male member.—4. A par-
tridge: vendors of game: late C. 18-early 19.
Grose, 3rd ed. Ex its short tail—5. A dandy
wearing a pointed tail-coat: early C. 19: mostly
proletarian., Ware.

bobtail, -tag, rag and ; or tag-rag and bob-tail.
The rabble (— 1659) ; coll. in C. 18, S.E. thereafter :
the common herd (of any social class): C. 19-
20. Pepys has it first, but it was doubtless used
earlier.

Boche. N., then also adj.: German, esp. a
German soldier : from 1914 ; not much used by the
British soldiers. Direct ex Fr. slang, where the word
(from ca. 1870) is of uncertain origin: see esp.
Words /, p. 221.

boco, boko. The nose. Orig. (ca. 1820) pugi-
listic, but gen. by 1873. Prob. ex beak ; but if coco-
nut (also, in U.S., simply coco or, erroneously, cocoa)
existed some years before its earliest record, then
perhaps boco derives ex beak + coco. Ware
thinks that it may derive ex Grimaldi’s tapping his
nose and exclaiming c’est beaucoup : cf. sense 3.—
2. Nonsense : ca. 1870-1910 ; etymology uncertain.
Punch, Sept. 25, 1886 : ‘ Lopsided Free Trade is
all boko.’—3. (G.W. 4, chiefly military.) Much:
Tommy’s version of Fr. beaucoup. Cf. Sussex dial.
sense, a good haul of fish.

boco-smasher. A rough: low London: late
C. 19—early 20. Ware. Ex boco, 1.

Bodder. The Bodleian Library : Oxford Univer-
sity: from the late 1890’s. Dorothy Sayers in The
Passing Show, March 25, 1933. Ex Bodley, q.v.:
see ‘ -er, the Oxford ’.

bod(d)eration. An early C. 19 form of botheration
(see bother).

Bodger. The inevitable nickname of all men sur-
named Lees: late C. 19-20: mostly naval and
military. F. & Gibbons.

bodier. (Boxing) a blow on the side ; loosely, on
breast or belly : ca. 1820-1914. Bee.

bodies. ‘The foot guards, or king’s body
guards ’, Grose, 1785 ; 1 by 1890.

*bodikin. A contraction of bawdy ken,a brothel :
c.: ca. 1820-50. Bee.

Bodikin(g). See [body].

bodkin. (Sporting) one who sleeps in a bed only
on alternate nights: ca. 1850-1900. Ex the next
entry.—2. A midshipman’s dirk: jocular naval
coll.: C.19-20; ob. Bowen.

bodkin, ride or sit. C. 19-20; adumbrated in
Ford, 1638, and occurring in 1798 as to bodkin alone ;
ob. To be wedged between two others when there
is, altogether, room for only two. Coll. Ex
bodkin, to make, as it were, a bodkin of.

Bodley, the. The Oxford University Library :
from ca. 1870 ; coll. Cf. Bodder, q.v.

[body appears, from ca. 1530, as part of many
ancient oaths. E.g. Bod(i)kin(s), a little body.]

. A person: in C. 19-20, either a sol. or a
facetious coll. In dial., however, its usage is serious
and respectable.

body-line work. Unfair or dishonest work or
play: coll.: 1933. Ex the body-line cricket con-
troversy, which began in Dec., 1932. See esp.
Slang, p. 234.

body-lining. Bread: drapers’ (— 1909). Ware.
Ex their trade.

body-louse, brag or brisk or busy as a. Very
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brisk or busy : coll.; resp. late C. 16-17, (the gen.
form) mid-C. 17-20, mid-C. 17-19.

*body-slangs. Fetters: C. 19 c. (See slang.)
Vaux, 1812.

body of divinity bound in black calf. A parson:
mid-C. 18—early 19. Grose, 2nd ed.

body-snatcher. A bailiff : mid-C. 18—early 19:
perhapsc. Grose, 1st ed.—2. A member of a ship's
police force : nautical : mid-C.19-20; ob. Bowen.
—3. A policeman: ca. 1840-1900, low.—. A
resurrectionist (— 1812), ob. : coll. ; after ca. 1850,
S.E. Vaux, 1812. Body-snatching > a trade ca.
1827.—5. An undertaker: from ca. 1820; obh.
Bee, 1823.—6. A cat-stealer (— 1859), by 1900.—
7. A cabman: London streets’: ca. 1840-60.
Ware. Ex his habits.—8. A stretcher-bearer :
military : C. 20. F. & Gibbons. Also in pl., the
Army Medical Corps.—9. Occ., & sniper : military:
G.W. (Ibid.)

Boers. A coll. form of Boer brandy, 1.e. brandy
manufactured in South Africa : 1884, The Queens-
town Free Press, June 22 (Pettman). Cf. Cape
smoke, q.v.

bog, often bogs. Abbr. bog-house, q.v., a privy :
from ca. 1840; orig. either printers’ or Public
Schoolboys’ 8. ; in C. 20, col.—2. In c. (? ever in
the singular), the land-reclaiming works at Dart-
moor : from ca. 1860 ; ob.

bog, v. To ease oneself, evacuate: from ca.
1870 : 8. >, ca. 1920, low coll. Baumann. Ex
preceding or possibly ex :

) bog, go to. ‘To go to stool’, Lex. Bal., 1811
ow.

bog-house. A privy: from ca. 1670; low coll.
Head in The English Rogue; B.E. Ned Ward;
Grose. Ex the ca. 1550-1660 S.E. boggard.

Bog-land. Ireland: late C. 17-20, ob. Coll.,
orig. and mainly jocular. Cf.:

Bog-Lander. An Irishman: coll.: from ca.
1690; ob. B.E., Grose. Ircland is famous for
rain : cf. bog-trotter and Urinal of the Planets.

bog-Latin. Spurious Latin : late C. 18-20, ob.;
coll. Grose, 1st ed. ? an Irish perversion of dog
Latin.

bog-orange. A potato: C. 18-20, ob.; coll.
So many potatoes come from Ireland.

bog-shop. A ca. 1840-1910 low variant of bog-
house (q.v.).

Bog-Trotter. A wild Irishman (cf. Bog-Lander):
coll.: from ca. 1680. Ex the numerous bogs in
Ireland : cf. bog-lander, q.v.—2. Earlier, ca. 1660~
90, ‘Scotch or North Country Moss-troopers or
High-way Men’, B.E. (c¢f. Camden) : coll.—3. From
ca. 1720, however, the term > a nickname for any
Irish person whatsoever. Bailey’s Dictionary.—
3. (b.-t.). One who goes often to ‘the bogs’:
C.20. Manchon.

bog-trotting. A pejorative adj. applied to Irish-
men, esp. if uncouth : from ca. 1750 ; coll. Em.
ployed by Goldsmith and Thackeray.

bogee or bougie. To force (a mixture of cement
and water) into the required position by means of
compressed air : Public Works’ (— 1935). Ex the
medical sense of bougse.

bogey. See bogy.

boggle-de-botch, boggledybotch. A bungling; a
‘mess’: coll. (— 1834); ob. Maria Edgeworth,
1834. Ex bogygle, a, or to, bungle, and botch, to do,
or make, clumsily.

. (Gen. of a child) diarrheea : schoolhoys™
late C. 19-20. Ex bog, n., 1.
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boguer. A clumsy sailing-ship : nautical coll. :
mid-C. 19-20. Bowen. ? bogger.

bogus. Sham ; spurious; illicit. Orig. (— 1840)
U.8. and = counterfeit (ex instrument, thus named,
for the uttering of base coin). Acclimatised ca.
1860 in England, where it > coll. ca. 1900, 8.E. ca.
1930. As W.remarks, ‘ calibogus, * rum and spruce
beer, an American beverage ** (Grose [1sted.]) sug-
gests a parallel to balderdash’; but, as F. & H.
(revised) remarks, bogus may be cognate with bogy ;
the editor proposes derivation ex bogy on hocus-
pocus. See esp. the 0.E.D., F. & H., and Thornton.
Cf. scamp, snide, qq.v.—2. Hence, unpleasant ;
dull; silly: Society: from ca. 1929. Evelyn
Waugh, Vile Bodies, 1930, * *“ Oh, dear,” she said,
*“ this really is all too bogus.”’

bogy. See ask bog(e)y.—2. A landlord: from
ca. 1860 ; ob. Perhaps orig. bogy-man. Ex Bogy,
Old, q.v.—3. In C. 20 c., a detective or a policeman
(Charles E. Leach); also, 4, a stove for heating.—
6. A mistake, a blunder: military: C. 20. F. &
Gibbons.—6. Bog(e)y. The inevitable nickname of
men surnamed Harris : (naval and) military : late
C. 19-20. Ibid.—7. A bath: Queensland and
Northern Territory coll. (C. 20.) An Aboriginal
word.—8. ‘ One who spoils one’s game or interferes
with one’s pitch ' : grafters’: C.20. P. Allingham,
Cheapjack, 1934. Also known as a nark.

bogy, adj. Sombre of tint or colour: studio s.,
ca. 1870-1910.

bogy (or bogey), g0. To become prophetic; be
or become gifted with second sight: actors’ and
music-hall performers’: C. 20. E.g. Christine
Jope-Slade in The Passing Show, Feb. 24, 1934,

gggy (or Bogey), Old. The devil : from ca. 1820.
Soon coll. ; now ob. Barbam. Occ. without old.
But a comparison with ask bogy, q.v., suggests that
this sense, which precedes by thirty years that of a
goblin, a person to be dreaded, may be fifty years
earlier than 1820. It is true that bogle, the pre-
sumed and prob. orig. of bogy, antedates bog-house by
160 years or 8o, yet the indelicate sense of ask bogy
provides a not-to-be-ridiculed possibility both of ask
bogy’s derivation from bog-kouse and even of an
esoteric connexion between ask bogy, bog-house, and

ogY.

*boil. To betray: ca. 1600-50; ? orig. c.
Rowlands ; Middleton & Dekker. (0.E.D.)

boil down. To condense: orig. (— 1880)
journalistic coll. ; but S.E. in C. 20.

boil one’s lobster. To leave the Church for the
Army : mid-C. 18-early 19 : military. (Lobster : a
soldier.)

boil over. To fly into a rage: coll, from ca.
1850 ; in C. 20, 8.E.

boil your head !, go and. A proletarian injunc-
tion not to be silly : C. 20. (Compton MacKenzie,
Water on the Brasn, 1933). Occ. go away and bosl
yourself !

boiled. Boiled beef or mutton : coll., since ca.
1840. Dickens, 1848, ‘A great piece of cold
boiled ’ (0.E.D.).

Boiled Bell (or b.-b.). Port Glasgow : nautical,
esp. by Greenock men: mid-C. 19-20. Bowen,
¢ The reference is to a traditional bell . . . painted
so much that it would not ring * ; the paint had to
-be boiled off. Cf. Qilted Gabbar.

boiled dog. * Side’: New Zealanders’: from ca.
1910. Perhaps on boiled shirt.

boiled lobster. See lobster, boiled.

boiled over, ppl. adj. (Of a market) that has
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been good but has had a set-back : Stock Exchange:
C. 20. Ex a kettle that has boiled over.

boiled owl, drunk ag a. Extremely drunk : from
the early 1880’'s. Why ? Ware thinks that it may
be a corruption of drunk as Abel Boyle.

boiled rag, teellikea. * To feel excessively limp’,
or unwell : coll.: C. 20. Lyell. Also ... (ptece
of ) chewed rag or string, which is less respectable.

boiled shirt. A dress-suit shirt: C. 20, coll. Ex
U.8., where it orig. (— 1854) signified any white
linen shirt. (Uncultured Americans rather like the
pronunciation, and spelling, biled.)

boiled stuff. Collectively for harlots : ca. 1580
1630; as in Shakespeare’'s Cymbeline. Prob.
extremely rare outside of Cymbeline.

boiler. Abbr. pot-boiler, q.v.—2. At Winchester
College, until ca. 1910, a four and sizpenny boiler
was actually & large, plain coffee-pot used for heat-
ing water, from, not the price but the amount of
milk they held ; and a 76 wav botler—Ilit. a whole-lot
boiler—was a large saucepan-like vessel in which
water for bidets (q.v.) was heated.

Boilers or Brompton Boilers. The name given
orig.,—since ca. 1873 it has been applied to the
Bethnal Green Museum (likewise in London),—to
the Kensington Museum and School of Art (now the
Victoria and Albert Museum), because of the
peculiar form of the buildings and also because of
their sheet-iron roofs. H., 2nd ed., 1860.—2. (Only
as botlers.) At the Royal Military Academy, from
ca. 1880, boiled potatoes, gremsers being fried
potatoes : the Oxford -er.

*boiling. A discovery, a betrayal : c. of ca. 1600~
59. Ex boil, q.v.

boiling, the whole. The whole lot: 1837,
Marryat. Common also in U.S. (the botling, 1796 :
O.E.D. Sup.). Ex boiling, a quantity of food
boiled at the one time : cf. S.E. batch (W.). Also
cf. the whole shoot.

boiling point, at (the). About to fly into a rage :
from ca. 1880 ; coll. Adumbrated by Emerson.

bokay. Bouquet: a sol. spelling and pronuncia-
tion, esp. Australian (— 1916). C.J. Dennis.

*boke. The nose: a late C. 19-20 c. variant of
boco, q.v.

boko. See boco. — boko-smasher. See boco-
smasher.—bokoo. A variant of boco, 3.

bold as a miller’sshirt. Explained by its frequent
appendage, which every day takes a rogue by the
collar. Coll. : C. 18-early 19.

bold as brass. Presumptuous; shameless: from
ca. 1780 ; coll. George Parker; Thackeray, 1846,
‘He came in as bold as brass’; Weyman, 1922,
Apperson. Cf. brass, 2.

bold boat. A seaworthy ship: nautical coll.:
mid-C. 19-20. Bowen has also a bold hawse,  said
of a ship when her hawse pipes are well out of the
water’.” Both phrases verge on j.

Bold Fitteenth, the. The 15th Hussars: mili-
tary coll. now verging on S.E.: C. 19-20. F. &
Gibbons,

boler. Sec bowler.

ious. Presumptuous: late C. 19—
early 20. Ex bold + rumpus 4 the -tuous of pre-
sumpiuous: E.D.D.

bollicky. See ballocky (n.).—Bollicky Bill. See
Ballocky Bill the Sailor.—hollocks. See ballock
and ballocks, 2. .

bolly. At Marlborough College : pudding, esp. if
boiled ; from ca. 1860 ; ob. Ce?.ethe North Country
boily, gruel. Both, prob., ex Fr. bousllie,
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Bolo. A Bolshevist: military (North Russian
campaign, 1918). ? partly on Bolo Pasha, shot in
April, 1918, for carrying out, in France (bold
fellow !), ¢ pacifist propaganda financed from Ger-
many’, W. Cf.:—2. Aspy: id.,id. Same origin.
F. & Gibbons.

bolo, v. To speak ; esp. bolo the bat, to speak the
language, and therefore = sling (or spin) the bat:
Regular Army : late C. 19-20. F. & Gibbons. Ex
Hindustani.

Bolo House. The Air Ministry’s Headquarters at
the Hotel Cecil : Air Force : 1918. Ibid. Ex Bolo
Pasha : see Bolo, 1.

boloney ; incorrectly baloney. Nonsense ; ©eye-
wash’. Of this U.S. word, anglcised by 1931
(thanks to the * talkies ’), Dr. Jean Bordeaux—in a
private lette —writes thus: °Used since at least
1900 in U.S.A., especially around New York, to
mean ‘‘ buncombe ”’ or ““ a poppycock story ’. It
appears in songs of 1900, and [the word boloney as a
corruption of Bologna sausage] probably dates back
twenty years earlier because there was a music-hall
song, ‘‘ I Ate the Boloney ' popular in the late 70’s,
early 80's. . .. There is much to uphold behef
that the sausage origin has merit, on analogy that
it’s a mixture of ground-up meat and then you stuff
the casing. Hence, mix up a tale and stuff the
auditor.” Yet, at the risk of appearing too
sceptical, I must declare my disbelief in that origin
and my opinion that ‘ It’s (or that’s) all boloney '—
the usual form—is exactly synonymous with
‘ That’s all balls,” the etymology of boloney being
the Gipsy peloné, testicles : cf. the U.S. nerts / and
ballocks, 2 (q.v.), and see balls.

Bolshie ; Bolshy. (All senses are coll) A
Bolshevik :  1920. Any revolutionary : 1933,
Jocularly of an unconventional person: 1924 or
1925. Also adj. : same dates for the corresponding
senses. The word Bolshevik (a majority socialist)
seems to have been first used in 1903. See the
8.0.D. for an admirable summary. Cf. Bolo, q.v.

bolster-pudding. A roly-poly pudding: non-
aristocratic : late C. 19-20. Ex shape.

bolt. The throat : early C.19; mainly Cockney.
Moncrieff in Tom and Jerry. Perhaps ex 1 bo(u)k,
a flour-sieve.—2. A rupture, gen. incompletely
honourable, with a political party: coll.: orig.
(— 1840) U.S.; accepted in England as a coll., ca.
1860.

bolt, v. To escape; depart hastily: C. 17-20.
InC.178.E.; ca.1710-80, coll. ; ca. 1780-1870, s. ;
then coll., then in C. 20, again S.E. In Moncrieff
and Barham it is wholly s.; the latter having
¢ Jessy ransack’d the house, popp'd her breeks on,
and when so LDisgui.s‘d, bolted off with her beau—
one Lorenzo.’—2. V.t., to eat hurriedly, without
chewing; gulp down: coll.: from -ca. 1780.
Grose, 1785; Wolcot, 1794; Dickens, 1843,
With the speed of a bolt.—3. To break with a
political party (bolt from): orig. (1813) U.S.,
anglicised ca. 1860 as a coll. and in C. 20 considered
S.E. Thornton.

bolt, butcher and. A political c.p. applied con-
temporaneously to the Egyptian policy of 1884-5,
Baumann.

*bolt, get the. To be sentenced to penal servi-
tude: c¢.; from ca. 1840, Influenced by boat,
n. and v.

Bolt-Hole, the. The Channel Islands, where the
income-tax is low : political coll. : from ca. 1920,
Collinson. Ex a rabbit’s bolt-hole.
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*Bolt-in-Tun, go to the. To bolt, run away: o.;
from ca. 1810; f. Vaux. Ex a famous London
inn. A play on the v. bolt, q.v. Also, as c.p.,
the Bolt-in-Tun is concerned (Vaux): 1 by 1890.

bolt of if, make a shaft ora ; gen. a bolt or a shaft.
To risk this or that issue ; accept a risk : ca. 1590—
1760 ; coll. >, by 1660, S.E. Shakespeare;
Fuller. (Apperson.)

Bolt Street, turn the corner of. To run away:
low coll.: from ca. 1880; ob. Baumann. Ex
make a bolt for it.

bolt the moon. To depart with one’s goods with-
out paying the rent: C. 19-20; ob.

bolter. In c., one who, for fear of arrest, hides in
his own house: C. 18. Dyche, 1748.—2..0One
restive under authority : coll.: from ca. 1850 ; ob.
Cf. Fr. rouspéteur—3. One who leaves his political
party: coll.: orig. (1812: Thornton) U.S.;
anglicised ca. 1870 as a coll. ; in C. 20 almost S.E.

bolter of the Mint, or of White Friars. One who
may peep out but does not, for fear of arrest,
venture abroad. Prob. omg. c.: ca. 1690-1800.
B.E., Grose.

boltsprit, bowsprit. Late C. 17-18, C. 19-20
(ob.) resp. : the nose. Until ca. 1770, low. Shad-
well ; B.E., ‘ Ie has broke his Boltsprit, he has lost
his Nose with the Pox.’

bolus. An apothecary ; a physician : late C. 18—
20, ob. Ex bolus, a large pill. Grose, 2nd ed.

*boman. A gallant fellow: c.: C.17-18. See
quotation at pop, n., 3. Prob. ex beau man.
Also as adj.

K *boman ken. A variant of bowman ken : see bob
en.

*boman prig. An expert thief: c.:
early 19.

bomb, drop a. Cause a very unpleasant or painful
surprise : 1919 + ; coll. Ex bomb-dropping in G.W.

bomb-dodger. One who, during the G.W., lived
out of London to escape the air-raids : coll. : 1916
18. F. & Gibbons.

bomb-proof job. A safe job, i.e. one at the Base :
military : 1916-18. B. & P. Hence, bomb-proofer,
a man holding such a job. Cf. U.S. bomb-proof, a
Southerner who did not join the Confederate Army
(Thornton).

bomb-proofer. ‘A man given to scheming
methods of evading duty on dangerous occasions ’ :
military : 1916-18, hence as a survival. F. &
Gibbons. Ex bomb-proof, q.v. for 2.

Bomb-Proofs, the. The 14th Foot, since 1881 the
Prince of Wales’s Own West Yorkshire Regiment :
military : mid-C. 19-20; ob. F. & Gibbons,
‘ From the immunity from casualties when in the
trenches before Sebastopol ’.

Bomb 8hop, the. The (formerly Hendersons’) very
interesting bookshop at 66, Charing Cross Road,
London, W.C.2: it offers a notable display of
advanced belles-lettres and, esp., political writings.
G. H. Bosworth’s novel, Prelude, 1932, at p. 227.
I myself firat heard it so described by the proprietor
early in 1928, but it has enjoyed this distinction
since ca. 1924,

bomb the chat, gen. as vbln. To practise
trickery or plausible deception ; to ‘tell the tale’;
to exaggerate : military: C. 20. F. & Gibbons.
Origin ? Prob. supplied by the variant bum the
chat (B. & P.). Also bum one's load.

Bombardier Fritz ; occ. pom(me) Fritz. Fried
potatoes : military: G.W. A corruption, by
* Hobson-Jobson’, of the Fr. pommes de terre frites,

late C. 17—
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Bombay duck. That Indian fish which, alive, is
ocalled the bummalo, whence, by the Law of Hobson-
Jobson, the present anomaly (cf. Welsh rabbit) : at
first (C. 18) coll.; by 1890 S.E. Cordiner in his
C. 18 Voyage to India. W.

Bombay Ducks. The Bombay regiments of the
East India Company’s forces : C. 18—early 19.

Bombay merchant. See Arabs.—Bombay Toughs.
See Old Toughs.

Bombay oyster. A glass of milk containing a
double dose of castor-oil: training-ships’: late
C. 19-20. Bowen.

Bombay Rock. Bombareck in India : nautical :
1812, Morier. Yule & Burnell.

bombing the chat. See bomb the chat.

bombo. See bumbo.

bom’deer. A bombardier:
(— 1887); 1 by 1920. Baumann.

bomp on., To get one’s unemployment-card
stamped : dockers’: from ca. 1930. The Daily
Herald, late July or early Aug., 1936. Prob.
echoic : bomp = bump.

bon. Good; excellent; very acceptable : mili-
tary coll.: G.W., and after. Also tray bon (Fr.
trés bon)—2. Hence, bon drop, a goodly portion
(of, e.g., sleep) ; bon for the bust, good to eat ; bon
sonty (Fr. bonne santé /), good health, good luck !
F. & Gibbons; B. & P. The reverse was no
bon.

bona. A girl; a belle: C. 19-20, ob.; low,
prob. a reminiscence of bona-roba. Cf. dona(h).

bona, adj. Good; pleasant, agreeable : theatre
and circus s., from ca. 1850. E.g. in Thomas
Frost’s Circus Life, 1875, and Edward Seago’s
Ctrcus Company, 1933. Cf. bono.

bona roba, bona-roba. A harlot, esp. a showy
one : late C. 16-early 19 ; in C. 18-19, archaic and
S.E. Shakespeare, Jonson, Cowley, Scott. Ex It.
buona roba, lit. a fine dress.

bonable. Abominable: a C. 16 (? later) sol.
O.E.D.

bonanza. A stroke of fortune; a prosperous
enterprise. Orig. (1847) U.8,, a rich mine—perhaps
ex an actual Nevada mine. Accepted in England
as a coll.,, ca. 1895, and as S.E., ca. 1910. Ulti-
mately, via the Sp. bonanza, prosperity, ex L. bonus,
good.—2. Hence, in Glasgow (— 1934), money very
easily obtained.

bonce ; occ. bonse. The head: schoolboys’:
from ca. 1870. Ex bonce (— 1862), a large marble.
Ware.—2. Hence, a hat: Cockney’s: C. 20; ob.
Edwin Pugh, The Cockney at Home, 1914.

bone. A subscriber's ticket for the Opera:
London: C. 19; 1 by 1887 (Baumann). Ex Fr.
abonnement, subscription.—2. (Always the bone.)
The thin man : London: 1882—ca. 1910. Ware.

*bone, v. To seize, arrest ; rob, thieve; make
off with, From ca. 1690 ; until ca. 1830 (witness
B.E., Dyche, Grose (2nd ed.), Vaux), c. As s, it
appears in Dickens, 1838, and Miss Braddon, 1861,
and it had a great life in the G.W. : see Words / and
cf, make, nab, win. *‘ Perhaps from the dog making
off with the bone ’, W.

*bone, adj. Good; excellent: c.; from ca.
1850 ; ob. Mayhew, 1851. Ex Fr. bon or It.
buono. Opp. gammy, q.v. Cf. bona and bono.

- bone, dry or hard as a. Free from moisture:
coll. (— 1833) >, by 1890, S.E.

bone-ache. Venereal disease, esp. in men : late
C. 16-17; coll. verging on S.E. Nashe, Shake-
speare.

military  coll.
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bone-baster. A staff or cudgel: coll.: late
C. 16-mid-17.

bone-box. The mouth: late C. 18-20, low.
Grose, 1st ed. Contrast bone-house.

bone-breaker. Fever and ague : lower classes’ :
late C. 19-20; ob.

bone-cleaner. A servant: late C. 19-20; ob.
Cf. bone-picker, 1.

bone-crusher., A large-calibre rifle: sporting;
from ca. 1850 ; ob. Stanley’s Livingstone, 1872.

bone-grubber. A scavenger and seller of bones
from refuse-heaps and -tins : coll. ; from ca. 1860,
the word occurring in Henry Mayhew. Cf.the C.18
grubber.—2. A resurrectionist: ca. 1820-80.—
3. Hence, anyone having to do with funerals ; esp.a
mute : from ca. 1860 ; ob. Sala, 1863.

bone-honse. The human body: coll., from ca.
1860 ; ob.—2. A charnel-house : from ca. 1820;
ob.—3. A coffin: coll.: from the 1790’s; t by
1890.

bone in any one’s hood, put 8. To cut off his
head : C. 16—ecarly 17 ; facetious coll.

bone in the mouth, carry a. (Of a ship) to make
the water foam before her, ¢ cut a feather ’ : nautical
coll.: C. 19-20; ob. Bowen prefers bone in her
teeth.

bone in the throat, have a ; occ. leg, arm, etc.
C. 16-20, coll., the throat form (app. T by 1800)
occurring in Udall, 1642, the arm 1n Torriano, 1666,
the leg in Swift, ca. 1708 (printed 1738) : a humorous
excuse ; a feigned obstacle. Apperson.

bone-lazy. Extremely indolent: coll.: from
1890’s. Ex lazy-bones on S.E. bone-idle.

bone-orchard. A cemetery: lower classes :
C.20. B.& P. Cf. bone-yard.

bone-picker. A footman : late C. 18-19, coll. in
the latter. Grose, 3rd ed. Because frequently he
has to eat leavings.—2. A collector and seller of
bones, rags, and other refuse from the streets and
garbage-tins : from ca. 1850: coll >, by 1910,
S.E. Ruskin, Crown of Wild Olives, 1866.

bone-polisher. A cat-o’-nine tails (1848); its
wielder (1857) : nautical. (0.E.D.)

bone-setter. A horse hard in the riding; a
rickety conveyance : mid-C. 18-early 19. Grose,
1st ed.; Moncrieff. Ironical pun on bone-seiter, a
surgeon. Cf. bone-shaker.

bone-shake. To ride one of the early bicycles :
ca. 1867-1910.

bone-shaker. The early bicycle: from 1865 or
1866. The first bicycle to be cranked and pedalled
was ridden in Paris in 1864 ; England followed suit
most enthusiastically. These old bicycles lacked
indiarubber tyres and were very heavy; aslate as
1889 a ‘safety roadster’ weighed 36 pounds, but
as early as 18701 * the low, long bone-shaker began
to fall in public esteem ’. Cf. bone-setter, q.v.

bone-shop. A  workhouse: lower classes’
(— 1909) ; slightly ob. Ware.

bone-sore or -tired. Very idle : coll., now verg-
ing on S.E.: from 1880’s. Ex dial. Cf. bone-lazy,

q.v.

bone the sweeter the meat, the nearer the, See
meat, the nearer.

bone with, picka. (Ocec. bones.) To have an un-
pleasant matter to settle with someone: coll.:
mid-C. 16-20.

bone-yard. A cemetery: Canadian: late C. 19—
20. B. & P. Cf. bone-orchard.

boner. A sharp blow on the spine : Winchester
College, mid-C. 19-20; ob. Adams, Wyke-
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hamica.—2. Hence, & bad mistake: C. 20. (The
Passing Show, Dec. 9, 1933, ¢ Poor Carol . . . She
made a boner to-night . . . Ronnie was simply
livid.")—3. See boners.

boner nochy ! Good night ! : Clerkenwell (Lon-
don), which contains many Italians : late C. 19-20.
Ex the It. for ‘good-night !’, though nochy more
closely resembles Sp. noche. Ware.

boners. A form of punishment : Charterhouse :
t before 1900. A. H. Tod, Charterhouse, 1900.
Cf. boner, 1.

bones. Dice: C.14-20; coll. in C. 14-15, there-
after S.E.—2. Bones played castanet-wise (—1590) :
coll., but very soon S.E.—3. A player of the bones :
from ca. 1840 ; coll.—4. The human teeth : C. 19—
20; ob.—b. A surgeon: C. 19; abbr. sawbones.—
6. The examination in osteology : medical students’
(— 1923). Manchon.—7. (Stock Exchange) the
shares of Wickens, Pease & Co., also the First
Preference shares of North British 49, : ca. 1880-
1914 ; cf. bonettas.—8. Something very good, orig.
tasty ; almost an adj.: from ca. 1880; ob. Coll.
Tupper. (O.E.D.) Prob. = L. bonus, good.

bones, be on one’s. To be (almost) destitute :
non-aristocratic : C. 20. Galsworthy, The White
Monkey, 1924, ‘ Give us a chance, constable; I'm
right on my bones.” Ex emaciation. Cf. ribs, on
the, 2.

bones !, by these ten. A coll. asseveration : late
C. 15-early 17. Shakespeare. An allusion to
one’s fingers (cf. by this hand I witness). Cf. the
late C. 16 exclamation bones a (or of) me (or you) /

bones, feel a thing in one’s. To have an idea ;
feel sure : coll. ; 1875 (O.E.D. Sup.); by 1910, S.E.
Ex be in one’s bones, to be felt as certain : itself S.E.
verging on coll.

bones, make no. To hesitate not; make no
scruple : C. 16-20; coll. Udall, Greene, Wycher-
ley, Thackeray. In C. 15-16 the more gen. phrase
was find no bones (in the matter) : this,—along with
without more bones, without further obstacle, delay,
discussion (late C. 16-19),—would indicate that the
reference is to bones in soup or stew.

bones, sleep on. See sleep on bones.

bones of, be upon the. To attack : late C. 17-18,
low. L’Estrange (d. 1704): *‘ Puss had a month’s
mind to be upon the bones of him, but was not will-
ing to pick a quarrel.’

ettas. (Stock Exchange) the 49, Second
North British 2nd Preference stock : ca. 1880-1914.

Boney. Bonaparte: ca. 1800-21; before, ¢ the
Corsican Ogre’; after, historical, then legendary.
Most British people still know whom Boney nick-
names. Sidney Rogerson, in Introduction to his
notable War book, Twelve Days, 1933.

Boney Cobbett. Wm. Cobbett (d. 1835), from
bringing back to England the bones of Thomas
Paine (d. 1809). Dawson.

boney-fide. See bonyfide.

*bongy, drunk, in the anon. Street- Robberies Con-
sider'd, 1728, is prob. a misprint for bousy, ¢ boozy’ .

bonfire. A cigarette: military: G.W. (F. &
Gibbons.)

bong. A variant of bon, q.v.

bong-tong, adj. Patrician : sol., esp. Australian
(— 1916). C.J. Dennis. Le. bon-ton.

bongo-boosh. ‘A tasty morsel’ (of anything):
military on Western Front: 1915-18. F. & Gib-
bons, ¢ A perversion of the Fr. bonne bouche .

Boniface. The landlord of an inn or a country
tavern: C. 18-20, ex the bonny-faced, jovial inn-
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keeper in Farquhar’s lively comedy, The Beauz
Stratagem, 1707. The first record, however, of the
generio use is not until 1803, and by 1850 the term
was considered S.E.

bonjer. A ‘duck’: cricketers’: 1934, ‘ Patsy’
Hendren, Big Cricket, ‘ If I had landed a bonjer’.
Perhaps ex bon jour /—but prob. not. (Notes and
Querses, Oct. 13, 1934.)

bonk. A short, steep hill : circus s.; from ca.
1840 ; ob. C. Hindley, Adventures of a Cheap Jack,
1876. Adopted from dial. (In S.E.,  form.)

bonk, v. Toshell : military : 1915-18. Gen. in
passive ; prob. ex plonk, q.v. (B. & P.)

bonner. A bonfire: Oxford undergraduates’:
from late 1890’s. ‘ Oxford -er.’” Perhaps in allusion
to ‘ Bishop Bonner, who certainly lit up many bon-
fires—Smithfield way ’, Ware.

*bonnet, bonneter. — 1812, — 1841 resp., both
c. in origin : a gambling cheat or decoy ; a decoy at
auctions. Possibly ‘ a reminiscence of Fr. deux tétes
dans un bonnet, hand and glove ’, W.—Cf. 2, a pre-
text or a pretence : Vaux, Flash Dict., 1812 ; orig-
c.; T by 1890.—3. A woman (cf. petticoat, skirt):
ca. 1870-1900 ; coll.

bonnet, v. Act as a decoy (see the n.); cheat ;
illicitly puff: C. 19-20, low; ob.—2. To crush a
man’s hat over his eyes : coll. (1837 ; ob.); Dickens
often uses the word ; vbl.n. not uncommon either.—
3. Sec bonnet for.

bonnet, have a bee in one’s. See beein . . .

bonnet, have a green. To go bankrupt: C. 18-
19; coll. Ramsay,—in fact it is mainly Scottish.
Ex the green cap formerly worn by bankrupts.

bonnet-builder. A milliner: coll. (— 1839); ob.
Jocular,

*bonnet for. To corroborate the assertions of,
put a favourable construction on the actions of :
c. of ca. 1810-70. Vaux. Cf. bonnet, v., 1.

bonnet-laird. A petty proprietor: Scots coll. :
ca. 1810-60. °As wearing a bonnet, like humbler
folk ’, F. & H. (revised).

bonnet-man. A Highlander: coll. verging on
S.E.: C.19. Cf. kiltie.

bonneter. A decoy (see bonnet, n.)—2. A
crushing blow on the hat : ca. 1840-1910.

bonnets so blue. Irish stew: rhyming s.
(— 1859); ob. H., lst ed.

bonny-clabber, -clapper, -clatter, -clab(b)o(r)e.
Sour butter-milk : coll.: C.17-18. Jonson, 1630 ;
B.E. Ex Irish baine, milk + claba, thick : E.D.D.

bono. Adj., good : Parlyaree: from ca. 1840.
Via Lingua Franca. Cf. bona.

bono-Johnny. An Englishman: London’s East
End (— 1880) and °pidgin’ English (— 1909).
Barrére & Leland ; Ware. Ex preceding. As it
were ‘ honest John (Bull)’.

bonse. See bonce.—bonser. See bonza.

bonus. Anadditional dividend (— 1808) ; money
received unexpectedly or additionally : from ca.
1770. Both senses were orig. money-market s, ;
by 1830, coll. ; by 1860, S.E. Bonus is mock-Latin
for bonum, a good thing. Cf. bunce, q.v.

bony. See boney.

bonyfide, boney-file. Bona-fide: sol, or low
coll., mostly Cockney (— 1887). Baumann.

bonza ; occ. bonser or bonzer ; loosely, bonzo.
Anything excellent, delightful : Australian : C. 20.
Perhaps ex bonanza. Also adj. Cf. boshta.

boo to a goose. See bo to a goose.

boobies’ hutch. More gen. booby’s hutch, q.v.

boob. A booby, a fool, a ‘soft’ fellow ; hence
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loosely, a fellow : U.S. (— 1912), anglicised in 1918.

Collinson. (O.E.D. Sup.).—2. (the b.) A deten-

;:Liottz;zcell; prison : military, G.W. 4. Ex booby-
utch.

booby, beat the. See beat the booby.
Bbgogy—ack. A bivouac: military: C. 20.

booby-hutch. A dug-out: military: G.W. +.
Ex :—2. In late C. 19—early 20 c. or low, a police
station, a cell.—3. In late C. 18-early 19, it meant a
one-horse chaise or a buggy. Also a leather bottle.
(Grose, 2nd ed.)

booby-trap. A practical joke of the jug-of-water-
on-top-of-door kind : coll. (— 1850) ; after ca. 1890,
S.E.—2. Hence, a bomb left behind by the Germans
to catch the unwary : military coll. : 1917-18. See
esp. F. & Gibbons.

booby’s hutch. A barracks’ drinking-point open
after the cantcen closes : military : ca. 1860-1910.
Ware, ‘ Satire . . . upon the fools who have never
had enough ’. Cf. booby-hutch, 1.

boodle. Bribe(ry), illicit spoils, political per-
quisites, profits quietly appropriated, party funds,—
all these are boodle. Orig. (1858 : Thornton) U.S. ;
anglicised ca. 1890 ; in C. 20, coll. Herice, money
in general, with no reference to the illicit : coll.;
orig. (— 1888) U.S.; > gen. in England ca. 1900,
but this sense has remained 8. Etymology obscure :
W. suggests Dutch boedel, estates, effects.—2. A
stupid noodle: ca. 1860-90. Kingsley, 1862
(0.E.D.). Perhaps a corruption of noodle.

*booget. An itinerant tinker's basket : c. of ca.
1560-1640. Harman. Perversion of t S.E. budget,
a bag or wallet.

boohoo ; boo-hoo. To weep noisily : coll. : from
1830°s. Barham. Echoic.

book. (Sporting.) A bookmaker’s arrangement
of his bets on a given day’s racing or other ‘ book-
maker-able’ competition. (The bookmaker tries
80 to arrange his bets that he will be unlikely to
lose.) Coll.: from ca. 1830 ; in Henrietta Temple,
1837, Disraeli, * Am I to be branded because I have
made half a million by a good book ?’ Hence, a
betting-book : from ca. 1850 ; coll. Both senses
have, since 1900, been j.—2. A libretto: C. 18-20,
coll. ; the words of a play : from ca. 1850 ; coll.—
3. The first six tricks at whist (— 1890), at bridge
(— 1910) : these coll. terms soon > j.—4. A book-
maker: Australian (— 1916). C. J. Dennis.
Abbr. bookte, q.v.

book, v. Engage (a person) as a guest: coll.
(1872: O.E.D.)—2. To pelt with books: school-
boys’ (— 1909). Ware.—3. To catch (a person)
wrong-doing : Public Schools’: from ca. 1895.
P. G. Wodehouse, The Pothunters, 1902, ‘If he
books a chap out of bounds it keeps him happy for
a week.—4. To understand, ‘get the hang of’:
Public Schools’ : from late 1890’s. Ibid, ¢ There's
a pane taken clean out. I booked it in a second as
I was going past to the track.’

book, beside the. (Utterly) mistaken: from ca.
1670; ob. Coll. >, by 1700, S.E. Walker, 1672
(Apperson). Cf. beside the lighter, q.v.

ll))ook, bring to. Cause to show authority,
genuineness ; investigate ; hence, detect: coll,
C. 19-20. Orig., to ask chapter and verse for a
statement.

book, by (the). In set phrases: late C.16-20;
orig. coll, but soon S.E. Shakespeare, ‘ You kisse
by th’ booke.’

book, drive to the. To make (someone) give
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sworn evidence: C. 15-18; coll. soon S.E.; of.
book, bring to, q.v.

book, know one’s. To come to a decision; see
one’s potential advantage : coll. ; from ca. 1880 ; ob.

book, let runforthe. (Of a bookmaker) not to bet
against a horse : from ca. 1870. H., 6th ed.

book, out of one’s. Mistaken(ly): C. 16-17;
coll. soon S.E. Latimer.

book, speak like a. To talk excellent sense:
informatively, accurately: coll.; from ca. 1840;
prob. from U.S., where ‘ talk like a book ’ occurs as
early as 1829.

book, suit one’s. To be opportune, very suitable :
coll. (— 1851) >, by 1890, S.E. Prob. ex betting.

book, take a leat out of a person’s. To follow his
(gen. his good) example : C. 18-20 ; coll. till C. 20,
when S.E.

book, without. Late C. 17-20; oce. without his
book. Without authority ; from memory. Orig.
coll., soon S.E.

book-boy. A native ‘ shipped in certain ships on
the West African trade to help the officers tally
cargo ' : nautical coll. verging on j. : late C. 19-20.
Bowen.

book-chambers. See books, 2.

book-form. Theoretical form, at first of horses ;
coll. (— 1880) ; in C. 20, j. in racing, S.E. elsewhere.

book-holder. A prompter: theatrical (— 1864);
ob. by 1890, 1 by 1920.

book-keeper. ‘ One who never returns borrowed
books’, Grose (2nd ed.), who speaks feelingly :
coll. ; late C. 18—early 19. Punning one who keeps
accounts.

book-maker, bookmaker. A professional taker of
the odds at races of any sort. (Contrast with the
professional punter, who deposits money, i.e. backs a
horse, with the bookmaker and who bets only on
certain races.) He keeps a book (lays the odds) and
operates from a stand on the course or from an
office. (— 1862) coll.; by 1880, S.E. See esp.
0.E.D. and F. & H.—Hence a bookmaker’s pocket (a
sporting coll.), a breast-pocket, inside the waistooat,
for notes of high denomination : from ca. 1850.

bookmaker’s pocket. See book-maker (at end).

book-pad, v.t. and i. To plagiarize: pedantic
after foot-pad : ca. 1680-1730. (O.E.D.)

book-work. Oxford and Cambridge : memoris-
able matter in mathematics: ca. 1845-90 as s.;
then coll., by 1910 S.E., for any ‘swottable’
learning.

booka. Hungry : Regular Army : late C. 18-20.
F. & Gibbons. Ex Hindustani bhukha.

booked, ppl. adj. Destined ; caught; disposed
of. Coll. (— 1839), orig. low. Brandon, Hood,
Jas. Payn. Cf. book, v.—2. Hence, in for trouble :
coll.: C. 20. Lyell, ‘ Third time you've been late
this week. You're booked all right, my boy, when
the Manager comes in.’

bookie. See booky.

bookri. Out of line, crooked ; wrong : military :
C. 20. F. & Gibbons. Perhaps a perversion of
crooked.

books. A pack of cards: C. 18-20. Mrs.
Centlivre ; H. Cf. devil's books.—2. Winchester
College usages :—The prizes presented, C. 19, to the
* Senior’ in each division at the end of ‘half’:
sixth book, fifth book, and—ceasing to exist ca. 1865
—fourth book; up at books, from ca. 1880 up to
books, in class; book-chambers, a short lesson with-
out & master; get or make books, to make the
highest score at any game.
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books, get or make. To make the highest score :
coll. (—1890); slightly ob.

books (or cards), get one’s. To be paid off:
Public Works’ coll.: from ca. 1924. On being
paid off, a workman receives his insurance-card.

books, in a person’s good or bad. In favour, or
disfavour, with him : coll. ; C.19-20. In C.16-18,
the phrase was in or out of a person’s books : coll. >
S.E., though Grose has it.

*books, plant the. ‘ To place the cards in the
pack in an unfair manner’, Lex. Bal.: c. of ca,
1810-70.

books, shut the. To cease from business opera-
tions : coll. (— 1858); ob.

Booksellers’ Row. Holywell Street : book-world
coll. : ca. 1850-80. See also Row, the.

booky, often bookie. (In all such words, the -y
form is preferable.) A bookmaker: sporting s.:
1881, says Ware; in C. 20, coll. See Slang at
pp. 241-7 for a dialogue in bookies’ s.—2. A
bouquet : low coll., mostly Cockney (— 1887).
Baumann.

booky, adj. Bookish: from ca. 1880; coll.
Presumably from U.S., where used as early as 1833 :
Thornton.

boom. A rush of (esp. commercial) activity ;
effective launching of any goods or stocks ; vigorous
support of a person. Orig. (— 1876) US.;
anglicised as a coll. ca. 1883, S.E. in C. 20. Bau-
mann. Ex:

boom, v.i. and t. To go, set, off with a rush, at
first of a ship, then in commerce, then in publicity.
In its fig. and mod. senses, orig. (1850) U.S.;
accepted as coll. in England ca. 1885, in C. 20 S.E.
Perhaps ex some such phrase as * a ship comes boom-
ing, ‘‘ she comes with all the sail she can make >’
(Sea Dict., 1708)° : W. On this word n. and v. see
esp. F. & H. and Thornton.

boom oft, top one’s. To start: nautical (—1860);
ob. H., 2nd ed., has—erroneously, I believe—tip
one’s boom off. (In Marryat, 1840, boom off is v.t.,
tt: push off with a pole.}—2. top your boom ! See

D...

boom-passenger. A convict on board ship:
nautical, ca. 1830-60. Convicts were chained to,
or took exercise on, the booms.

boom the census. To get a woman with child :
jocular coll. : C. 20; ob.

boomer. A propagandist: C. 20 coll. One who
booms an enterprise : coll.,, from ca. 1890. Orig.
U.S. (— 1885).—2. In Australia, a very large kan-
garoo, esp. if a male ; in its earliest spelling (1830),
boomah. Soon > coll. Ex boom, v.—3. Whence,
anything very large: coll.: 1885; slightly ob.
Morris.

booming. Flourishing; successful. Coll., in
England from ca. 1890 ; orig. (— 1879) U.S. Cf.:

boomlet. A little boom : Stock Exchange coll. :
from mid-1890’s ; Ware dates it at 1896. (By 1920,
S.E., as the O.E.D. (Sup.) shows.) Cf.:

boomster. One who booms stock: money-
rlr}a.srket coll. (1898) >, by 1930, S.E. Ware. Ex

boon-companion. A drinking(-bout) companion ;
‘& good fellow > : 1566, Drant : coll. >, by C. 18,
8.E. Whence boon-companionship, Nashe, 1592 ;
In C. 18-20, 8.E.

boorish, the. Illiterate speech: C. 17. Shake-

speare.
boord(e). See borde. — boose. See booze. —
boos(e)y. See boozy.

BOOT-LICK

boost. Vigorous support; ‘push up’. Orig.
(1826) U.S., anglicised ca. 1865 ; in C. 20, coll. Ex
the v.—2. Hence, in G.W. military : an attack (cf.
push), a raid, a heavy bombardment. F. & Gib-
bons.

v. To support vigorously; *push’
enthusiastically, significantly. Orig. (1825), U.8.;
anglicised ca. 1860. In C. 20, coll. and, like the n.,
applied, since 1929, chiefly to publishing—and
authorship. Thornton. Origin obscure: ? ex boot 4
hotist.—2. Hence, to support without reason : naval :
C.20. F. & Gibbons.

booster. One who * boosts ’ (see boost, v.): U.S.
coll. (— 1909) >, by 1912, English coll. verging now
on S.E.—2. Hence, ‘ one who by false or misleading
statements bolsters up a case’: mnaval: C. 20.
F. & Gibbons. (0.E.D. Sup.)

boot. Money; an advance on wages: tailors’
and shoemakers’; late C. 19-20. Ware; The
Taor and Cutter, Nov. 29, 1928.—2. (Gen. pl.)
The float of a sea-plane: aviators’: from 1933.
The Daily Telegraph, Feb. 19, 1935.

boot, v. To thrash; punish with a strap:
military, C. 19-20; ob. At first with a jack-boot.
—2. To kick, e.g. ‘I booted him good and hard ’:
coll.: from ca. 1880.—3. Hence (gen. boot out),
to dismiss, get rid of : 1902 (O.E.D. Sup.).—4. To
kick (the ball) exceedingly hard: football coll.
(1914 : O.E.D. Sup.). (Vbl.n., booting, in all four
senses.)—5. V.. and t, to borrow (money) on
account : tailors’: C.20. Ex boot, n., 1.

boot, give or get the. To dismiss; be dismissed :
8. (1888, Rider Haggard) >, by 1920, coll. (0.E.D.
Sup.). Cf.:

boot, give or get the order of the. To dismiss or to
expel ; to be dismissed : C.20: s. >, by 1930, coll.
An claboration of the preceding ; cf. the order of the
bath.

boot, put in the. * To kick a prostrate foo ’, C. J.
Dennis: mostly Australian (— 1918). See also
boot in.—2. To shoot : military rhyming s.: from
ca. 1915.

boot-brush. A rough beard: jocular (— 1927).
Collinson.

boot-catch(er). An inn servant that pulls off
guests’ boots: C. 18-carly 19. The longer form,
the more gen., is in Swift and Grose.

boot-eater. A juror who would rather ‘eat his
boots ’ than find & person guilty : 1880 ; ob. Coll.

boot in, put the. A variant (likewise v.i.) of boot,
put in the. Both > v.t. with nto for in.

boot is on the other leg, the. The case is altered ;
the responsibility is another’s : coll. ; C. 19-20, ob.

boot-jack. A general-utility actor: theatrical
(S— 1895). Ex a boot-jack’s usefulness. (O.E.D.
up.)

boot-joe. Musketry drill : military : mid-C. 19~
early 20. Why ?

boot-legger. A dealer in and distributor of contra-
band liquor in the U.8.; orig. (— 1919) U8,
anglicised ca. 1927 as coll.; 1932 4, S.E. From
the old days when spirits, in flat bottles, was carried
on the leg to the Red Indians: in this connexion,
the word appears in U.8. as early as 1890 (O.E.D.
Sup.). Whence boot-legging, the sale and distribu-
tion of illicit liquor in the U.8. See, e.g. James
Spenser’s Limey, 1933, and Godfrey Irwin's
American Tramp and Underworld Slang, 1931.

boot-lick. To toady (to); undertake ‘dirty’
;vsosxgx' (for): coll. Ex {J.S. (1845), anglicised in the
8.



BOOT-LICKER

boot-licker. A toady; a doer of ‘ dirty * work :
coll. (— 1890). The U.8. form is boot-lick.

boot-neck. A Royal Marine : naval : mid-C. 19-
20; ob. Bowen; F. & Gibbons, ‘ From the tab
closing the tunic collar’. Cf. leather-neck.

out. See boot, v., 3.

boot serve for either leg, make one. To speak,
rarely to act, ambiguously : C.16-17; coll. > S.E.

*booth. A house, as in heave a booth, rob a house :
mid-C. 16-19 c.

booth-burster. A noisy actor: from ca. 1870 ;
ob. Cf. barn-stormer and :

booth-star. A leading actor (or actress) in a
booth or a minor theatre : theatrical coll. (— 1909) ;
ob. Ware.

booting. See boot, v.

boots. The youngest officer in & mess : military :
late C. 18-20. Grose, 18t ed.—2. A servant, gen. a
youth, affected to the cleaning of boots: late
C. 18-20; from ca. 1820, coll. ; post-1850, S.E.—
3. Sce lazy, smooth and sly boots, where boots = a
fellow.—4. See boot, n., 2.

boots !, bet your. See bet your boots.

boots, buy old. To marry, or keep, another's
cast-off mistress: C. 18-19; coll. Cf. boots, ride
in a person’s old, q.v.

boots, go to bed in one’s. Sce bedin . . .

boots, have one’s heart in one’s. To be much
afraid: C. 19-20, coll. In C. 17-18, wish one’s
heart . . .

boots, in one’s. At work ; still working ; not in
bed. Gen. with die. Coll. mid-C. 19-20. In S.E.,
die tn one’s boots or shoes is to be hanged.—2. Very
drunk : late C. 19-20; ob.

boots, like old. Vigorously, thoroughgoingly :
coll., C. 19-20. Lit., like the devil. Variant with
as: Miss Bridgman, 1870, ‘ She’s as tough as old
boots’ (0.E.D.).

boots !, not in these; not in these (trousers) !
Certainly not!: c.pp., resp. of ca. 1867-1900 and
C. 20 (ob.). Quoiations Benham ; Collinson.

boots,—over shoes, over. Adj. and adv.:
recklessly persistent : coll., ca. 1640-1820.

boots, ride in (a person’s) old. ‘To marry or
keep his cast-off mistress’, Grose, 2nd : late C. 18-
mid-19. Cf. boots, buy old, q.v.

bootsto, put the. To leapon (a person) with one's
spiked boots: Canadian lumbermen’s: C. 20.
(John Beames.) Cf. put in the boot.

booty. Playing booty: C.17-18. See:

booty, play. To play falsely ; covertly to help
one’s apparent opponent : C. 16-19. Until ca. 1660,
c.; then s. merging into coll. ; from ca. 1790, S.E.
As in Dekker, Fielding, Scott, Disraeli.

booty-fellow. A sharer in plunder : see preceding
entry. C.17—early 19. Coll.

*booze (C. 18-20), rarely booz (late C. 17-18);
boose (C. 18-20); bouze (C. 16-20, as is, also,
bouse) ; bowse (C. 18-20); bowze (C. 18). (The
0.E.D.'s quotation of ca. 1300 prob. refers to a
drinking vessel.) Drink, liquor: ¢. (— 1567) until
C. 19, tien low s8.; in C. 20, coll. Harman, B.E.,
Bailey, Grose. Exv., 1, q.v.—2. Hence, a draught
of liquor: late C. 17-20. Implied in B.E.—3.
(Also ex sense 1.) A drinking-bout : 1786, Burns :
low 8. >, by ca. 1850, gen. 8. > by 1900, coll.

*booze, eto., v. To drink, esp. heavily ; tipple:
(in C. 14, 8.E. ; it reappears as c. in mid-) C. 16-20 :
status thenceforth as forn. Harman, Nashe, B.E.,
Colman, Grose, Thackeray. Perhaps ex Dutch
buszen (low Ger, busen) to drink to excess: W.—

D.U.E.

BORAK, POKE

2. Hence booze (etc.) it, mostly C. 17, always c., and
v.t.,, C. 17-20, e.g. in Harington.—3. V.t. To
spend or dissipate in liquor : mid-C. 19-20. Often
booze away (e.g. a fortune).
, on the. On a prolonged drinking bout :

low (— 1889) >, by 1910, coll. (O.E.D. Sup.)

booze-fencer or -pusher. A licensed victualler:
low London : from ca. 1880 ; ob. Ware.

booze-fighter. A notable drinker; a drunkard :
Australian (— 1915) and American (— 1916).

booze-shunter. A beer drinker: orig. (— 1870),
railwaymen’s: from ca. 1870, gen. public-house ;
shghtly ob. Ware.

booze the jib. (Nautical) to drink heavily;
tipple : 1837, Marryat (O.E.D.); ob.

boozed, etc., ppl. adj. Drunk: C. 19-20, low.
P. Crook, in The War of Hats, 1850, ‘ Boozed in their
tavern dens, | The scurril press drove all their dirty
pens.’

boozed-up. A C. 20 variant of the preceding.

boozer, etc. A drunkard (— 1611): low.
Cotgrave, Wolcot, Thackeray.—2. A public-house :
chiefly Australian and New Zealand (— 1914);
also (1895) English c. and low s. The People,
Jan. 6, 1896 ; Charles E. Leach, in On Top of the
Underworld, 1933,  Guv’nor, the * diddikayes ™ are
“ramping’’ a ‘‘tit”’ in the ‘‘spruce’’ there;
they’re ‘‘ three-handed ”’ ; a “ nose ” told me in the
‘*“ boozer ”’ ; there’s nobody ‘ screwing ”, as they
don’t think the * busies *’ are *“ wise ”’; come along
quick with the “ mittens ™.’

boozing, etc., vbl.n. Heavy drinking ; guzzling :
C. 16-20, low. Until ca. 1660, c. Harman, Nashe,
Head, G. Eliot.—2. Also, adj.: C. 16-20: same
remarks. Addicted to drink.

*boozing cheat. A bottle: c.; C. 17-18 (?
earlier). See cheat.

*boozing-glass. A wine-glass; a tumbler: c.;
C. 17-early 19. Baumann.

*boozing ken. A drinking den; an ale-house:
c.; mid-C. 16-mid-19.

*boozington ; or, in derisive address, Mr. Booz~
ington, A drunkard: Australian c.; ca. 1860-
1910. Prob. after lushington.

boozy, etc. Drunken, esp. if mildly; showing
the marks of drink : C. 16-20, ob.; low. Skelton,
in his famous poem of the drunken Eleanor,
‘ Droupy and drowsie, | Scurvy and lousie, | Her face
all bowsie ’ ; Dryden, in his Juvenal, * Which in his
cups the bowsy poet sings'; Thackeray, in The
Book of Snobs, * The boozy unshorn wretch’. (The
carlicst spellings of the booze group are in -use,
-uze; the -oze form seems not to occur before C.
18.)

bor, gen. in vocative. Mate, friend: on the
borders of dial. (Eastern counties of England),
Romany (properly ba), and provincials.: C. 19-20.
E.D.D.; Smart & Crofton; Sampson. Cf. Middle
High Ger. bur.

borachio. A drunkard: coll.: late C. 17-early
19. B.E. (as boracho); Grose. Also, perhaps
earlier, as noted by B.E., a skin for holding wine:
coll. Ex It.or Sp. The Parlyaree form is borarco.

borak. See ‘2’'in:

borak, poke. To impart fictitious news to a
credulous person; to jeer. V.t. with af. Aus-
tralian (— 1885), ex a New South Wales Aborigine
word ; it had, by 1923, so spread that Manchon
classifies it simply as military and nautical. (Per-
haps, though not prob., the origin of to barrack,
barracker, qq.v.) In G.W. +, borak was occ. cor-
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BORARCO

rupted, jocularly, to boraz.—2. borak, banter, fun,
occurs independently in 1845. Morris.

borarco. jo.—borax. See borak.—
bord. See borde.

bord you! (Properly, no doubt, board you.)
C. 19. Nautical, in drinking : my turn next !

*hord(e). In o. of mid-C. 16-18, a shilling.
Harman. Perhaps ex bord, a shield.—2. Whenoce
half borde, a sixpence.

bordeaux. Blood: boxing, ca. 1850-1910. Cf.
badminton and esp. claret, q.v.

bordello. A brothel: late C. 16-18; coll.
(bordel is S.E.) Grose, P.

bore. Ennui(1768); 2, a boring thing, an annoy-
ance (1778). Prob. ex next entry.—3. A wearying,
an uncongenial, person (— 1785): Grose. Until
ca. 1820, the second and third senses were coll.,
thereafter S.E. ; the first hardly outlived the C. 18 ;
the rare sense, 4, a bored, a listless person, arose in
1766 and soon died (O.E.D.). Of the third, Grose
remarks that it was ‘much in fashion about the
years 1780 and 1781’ ; it again > fashionable ca.
1810.

bore, v. To weary a person (1768); coll. In
C. 19-20, S.E. Perhaps ex bore, an instrument for
boring ; cf. A.-S. borian, to pierce. (Its athletic
sense is j.)—2. To annoy: Bootham School coll.
(— 1925). Anon., Dict. of Bootham Slang, 1926.

Borealis. Abbr. Aurora Borealis : late C. 18-20 :
coll. >, by 1860, S.E.

born call. Sound reason : Australian coll. (now
rare) : 1890, Mrs Campbell Praed, The Romance of a
Station. E.D.D.

born days, in (all) one’s. In one’s lifetime ; ever :
coll.: 1742, Richardson.

born in a mill. Deaf: coll.: ca. 1670-1700.
Whetstone, 1678; Ray, 1678. (Apperson.) IL.e.
deafened by the noise of a mill working at top speed.

born under a threepenny haltpenny planet(, never
to be worth a groat). Extremely unsuccessful :
C. 17-19; coll.

born weak. Nautical, of a vessel : weakly built.
From ca. 1850 ; ob.

born with a silver spoon in one’s mouth. Born
wealthy or very lucky: coll. >, by 1840, S.E.:
C.18-20. InC. 17, penny.

borned. Born: sol.: C. 19-20.

Boro-Onions. ‘ Boronians’, i.e. the people of the
Borough of Southwark : ca. 1820-40. Bee.

borough-monger. A rabbit: rare Scottish:
C.19. E.D.D.

borrow. To steal: jocularly coll.: from ca.
1880.

borrow, on the, adj.,adv. Cadging. C.20; coll.

borrow trouble. To seek trouble; to anticipate
it unnecessarily or very unwisely : coll. : from the
1890’s.

Bos. Bosanquet (see bogie): cricketers’ nick-
name: 1900. Lewis.

*bos-ken. A farm-house: mid-C. 19-20 va-
grants’ c. Mayhew, 1851. ExL. bos, anox; ken,a
place or house. Cf.:

‘boo-man.E A farmer: mid-C. 19-20 c¢. (va-

ants’). Ex Dutch. Etymology disputable, but
. bos-ken. ymoloy b

bosky. See ‘ Westminster School slang’.

Bosch(e). See Boche, for which these two forms
are erroneous.

bose. Abbr. bo’sun, itself an eligible slurring of
boatswasn. Both are nautical, the former dating
from (?) the late C. 19, the latter from (?) the late

BOSS

C. 18. The former is often used in addressing that
link between officers and deck-hands.

Bosey. See bosie, Bosie.

bosh. Trash; nonsense: 1834. Coll. after ca.
1860. Ex Turkish (for ‘empty’, ¢ worthless’);
popularised by Morier’s Ayesha and later novels.—
2. Hence, as interjection: nonsense !: 18562 ; ooll.
after ca. 1870. Dickens in Bleak House.—3. In
vagrants’ o., a fiddle: see bosh-faker.—4.
Butterine ; oleomargarine ; similar substitutes for
butter : lower official English (— 1909); ob. Ex
sense 1.—5. Wabash Railroad preferred shares:
Stock Exchange (— 1895). A. J. Wilson, Stock
Eaxchange Glossary.

bosh, v. To spoil; mar: 1870; ob. Ex bosh,
n., 1.—2. Hence, to humbug, make fun of (—1883),
as in Miss Braddon’s Golden Calf.—3. Cut a dash :
coll. ; from ca. 1709; {. Ex Fr. ébauche, via Eng-
lish bosh, an outline or rough sketch (— 1751); t).
S.0.D., 0.E.D.

bosh, adj. Inferior; °wretched’' (e.g. bosh
boots) : from ca. 1880 ; ob. Baumann. Ex n., 1.
Cf. boshy.

*bosh-faker. A violin-player: vagrants’ c.;
from ca. 1850. In Romany, bosh is a violin; tho
use of faker as = maker is unusual.

bosh up. To go bankrupt: C. 20. Manchon.

Ex bosh, v., 1.
boshman. The same as bosh-faker: low or c.
(— 18685). O.E.D. (Sup.).

boshta, boshter. Like bosker, a variant of bonza,
q.v. C.J. Dennis.

boshy,adj. Trashy; nonsensical : coll. (—1882;
slightly ob.) Anstey in Vice Versa. Cf. bosh, n., 1.

bosie, Bosie ; bosey (or B.). A ‘googly’ (ball or
bowler): Australian cricketers’ coll.: 1912-ca.
1921. Ex B. J. T. Bosanquet, who demonstrated
the googly 1n Australa early in 1903 (W. J. Lewis),
in which year googlie (or -y) first occurs: 8. >, by
1910, coll. >, by 1930, S.E.

bosken. Incorrect for bos-ken, q.v., as bosman
perhaps is for bos-man.

bosker. A variant of bonza, q.v. C.J. Dennis.

boskiness. Fuddlement ; state of intoxication :
from ca. 1880 ; ob. Coll. Ex:

bosky. Dazed or fyddled ; mildly drunk : 1730,
Bailey ; F. & Gibbons; ob. Possibly dial., and
perhaps ex bosky, wooded, bushy ; though 1t ‘ may
be perverted from Sp. bogquiseco, dry mouthed’,
W., who, however, acutely adds that ‘adjs. expres-
sive of drunkenness seem to be created spontanc-
ously ’.—2. Thorough, as in a bosky beano: low:
C. 20. Manchon.

bosom friend. A body-louse: C. 18-20. In
proverbial form as no friend like to a bosom friend,
as the man said when he pulled out a louse, Fuller,
1732 (Apperson). Cf. back-biters, q.v. An alterna-
tive form is bosom chum : military : late C. 19-20.
F. & Gibbons.

Bosphorescence. ‘The dazzling rather than
sound finance of European banks in Turkey,” ca.
1900-7 : journalistic of that period. S8ir Harry
Luke, An Eastern Chequerboard, 1934. A blend of
Bosphorus 4 phosphorescence.

boss. A fat woman: ca. 1576-1660: coll.
Lyly. Ex boss, a protuberance.—2. A master,
owner, manager; leader; a ‘swell’: in these
senses, orig. (1806), U.8.; anglicised ca. 1860. In
England the term has a jooular undertone; in
Australia and New Zealand, it lacks that undertone.
Ex Dutch baas, master.—3. (Gen. with political.)



‘The leader of a corrupt following’, Thornton :
coll., orig. (— 1908) U.S. and still applied rarely to
politics outside of the U.S.—4. A short-sighted
gerson ; one who squints : mid-C. 19-20, ob. ?ex

cots boss, hollow, powerless.—5. Hence (1), a
miss, mistake, blunder : C.19-20, 0ob. Cf. boss, v., 2.

boss, v. To be the master or the manager of ;
control, direct. Orig. (18566) U.S.; anglicised ca.

1870, as in The Athensum,March 9, 1872, ‘ A child
wishing to charge his sister with being the aggressor
in a quarrel for which he was punished, exclaimed,
“I did not boss the job; it was sister ’.'—2. To
miss, v.t. and i.; to bungle; to fail in an examina-
tion : schoolboys’ s. in the main: from ca. 1870.
Baumann ; Manchon. Perhaps ex boss-eyed (W.);
cf. boss, adj., 3.

boss, adj. Chief, principal : orig. (1840) U.S.;
anglicised ca. 1876.—2. Pleasant; excellent; cham-
pion. Orig. (— 1888) U.S.; anglicised ca. 1895,
but never very gen.—3. Short-sighted: Christ’s
Hospital (— 1887). Baumann. Abbr. boss-eyed.
Cf. boss, v., 2.

boss, have a. To have a look: schoolboys’:
from ca. 1899. Collinson. Cf. boss-eye(d).

boss-cockie. A farmer employing labour and
himself working : Australian (— 1898). Ex and
opp. cockatoo, q.v. Morris.

ye. One who squints or has an injured eye :

from ca. 1880 ; ob. In a broadside ballad of ? 1884.
Cf. boss, n., 4, Imm, ex:

boss-eyed, adj. With one eye injured ; with a
squint : from ca. 1860. H., 2nd ed.; Baumann,
1887, notes the variant bos-eyed. Perhaps on t
boss-backed, hump-backed: W.—2. Hence, lop-
sided ; crooked: C.20. C.0.D., 1934 Sup.

boss-shot. A bad aim : see boss, n. and v., (to)

miss. Ca. 1870-1914 ; oxtant in dial. Cf. boss, n.,
4, and boss-eyed.

boss up. To manage or run (a house, 1ts ser-
vants) ; to keep in order ; act as the ‘ boss’ over:
gervants’ coll.: C. 20. E.g. in F. Brett Young’s
The Cage Bird and Other Stories, 1933.

boss up! Take care!: South African coll.:
from ca. 1890. Ex Cape Dutch pas op /, look out.
Pettman aligns Ger. passen sie auf /

bossers. Spectacles: ca. 1870-1910. Prob. ex
boss-eyed, q.v.

bosso. A look or glance : low: C.20. Margery
Allingham, Look to the Lady, 1931. Perhaps orig. a
squint ; 1f so, then prob. ex boss-eyed on dekko.

bossy, adj. Over-fond of acting as leader or of
giving orders: late C. 19-20. Ex (— 1882) US.:
cf. boss, n., 2, and v,, 1, qq.v.

Boston Tea-Party. The throwing of (chests of)
tea into Boston (Mass.) harbour by American
patriots—the ‘ casus belli ’ of the War of American
Independence: 8. soon > coll.; in C. 19-20,
historical S.E. See esp. 4 Covey of Pariridge, 1937,

Boston wait. (Gen. in pl.) A frog : jocular coll.
(— 1769); t by 1850, except in dial.—and even
there, now virtually . (0.E.D.)

bostruchizer ; occ. -yzer. A small comb for
curling the whiskers : Oxford University : ca. 1870—
80. H.,5thed. Prob.ex Gr. Bdorpuyos, & ringlet.

bo’sun. See bose.

_bot. Sec bot-fly—2. A germ: New Zealand
medical : from ca. 1928. Perhaps ex the boi(-fly),
which, in horses, lays eggs that are said to pene-
trate into the animal when they hatch.—3. Hence,
a tuberoular patient : id.: from ca. 1929. Cf. bots

bstsng, q.v.

BOTTLE, NOT MUCH

bot-fly. A troublesome, interferi person :
Australian: C.20. In G.W. 4+, often abbr. to bot.
Ex the bot-fly, which in hot weather greatly troubles
horses. Cf. botty, q.v.

*botanical excursion. Transportation, orig. and
properly to Botany Bay, Australia : c.; ca. 1820-
70. ‘Jon Bee.’ Cf. sense 3 of :

BotanyBay. 1, Worcester College, Oxford (1853);
2, a portion of Trinity College, Dublin (1841). The
former in ¢ Cuthbert Bede ’, Verdant Green, the latter
1 Lever, Charles O’ Malley. Because of their dis-
tance from (a) other colleges, (b) the rest of the
college, the reference being to Botany Bay in New
South Wales—so far from England.—3. Inc., penal
servitude : ca. 1790-1900. Ex the famous penal
settlement (1787-1867) at that place. Cf. botanical
ezcursion and next two entries.—4. ‘ The Rotunda
of the Bank ; the Jobbers and Brokers there being
for the most part those who have been absolved
from the house opposite’, Bee: London com-
mercial : ca. 1820-50.

Botany Bay, go to. To be transported as a con-
vict : euphemistic coll. : ca. 1810-60. Baumann.

Botany Bay fever. Transportation; penal ser-
vitude. Ca. 1815-60. (Egan’s Grose.)

Botany-beer party. ‘A meeting where no in-
toxicants are drunk’: Society: ca. 1882-1910.
Ware.

boteh. A tailor: mid-C. 18-19. Grose, 2nd ed.
Abbr. botcher. Cf. snip, q.v. (In Whitby dial., a
cobbler.)

both ends of the busk ! A late C. 18—early 19

toast. Grose, 3rd ed. Ex the piece of whalebone
stiffening the front of women’s stays. Cf. best in
Christendom, q.v.

both sheets att. With both hands in his pockets :
nautical : late C. 19-20. Bowen.

bother, v. (The n.is gen. considered asS.E.) To
bewilder (with noise); confuse, fluster: mostly
Anglo-Irish : ca. 1715-1850. Perhaps ex pother,
but perhaps ex Gaelic (see J. J. Hogan, An Outline
of English Philology, 1935.—2. Hence, to pester,
worry : from ca. 1740. V.1, to give trouble, make
a fuss: from ca. 1770. All senses are coll, as 1s
botheration (1800), the act of bothering, a petty
annoyance. Both bother and botheration are used as
exclamations. O.E.D.—3. I'm or I'll be bothered
is a disguised form of swearing (see bugger, v., 1):
coll. : prob. from the 1860’s.

Bother, General. Botha, the Boer general : from
late 1899 ; ob. He made himself & general nuis-
ance, though he was an excellent general.

(~ums), The nickname of a latter-
C. 18 convivial society. Grose (Botherams).—
2. (Rare in singular.) Yellow marigolds: agricul-
tural (— 1909); ob. exoept in a few localities.
Ware. They are * difficult to get rid of .
botheration. See bother, 2.—botherment. Varia-
tion of dotheration: coll.: mid-C. 19-20; ob.
(0.E.D.)

bothered !, I’'m or I'll be. See bother, 3.

bots, botts, the. Colic; belly-ache. From ca.
1770 ; coll. when not, as usually, dial. Orig., an
animal disease caused by maggots.

bots biting P, how are the. How are you?:
3New Zealand medical : from ca. 1929. See bot, 2,

bottle, v.i. To collect money for, e.g., & ‘ chanter*:
vagrants’ c. : C. 20.—2. V.t., to fail : Public Schoole’:
C. 20. Alec Waugh, Public School Life, 1922.
bottle, not much. Not much good:



BOTTLE, ON THE

c.p.: from ca. 1910. Philip Allingham, Cheapjack,
1934. Ex bottles, no, q.v.
bottle, on the. (Reared) by means of the feeding-
bottle : coll. in C. 19; S.E. in C. 20.
bottle, overa. Ina sociable way : from ca. 1770 :
coll. ; in late C. 19-20, S.E.
bottle, turn out no. To fail : sporting : from ca.
1870 ; ob. Baumann.
bottle-ache. Drunkenness; delirium tremens:
mid-C. 19-20; ob. F. & H.
bottle and glass. The posterior : low rhyming on
arse: C.20. B.&P.
bottle-arse ; bottle-arsed. (A person) ‘ broad in
the beam’: low coll.: late C. 19-20; ob.—2.
(bottle-arsed only.) See:
bottle-arsed, adj. (Printers’ concerning type)
thicker at one end than at the other: coll.: ca.
1760-1910 ; in C. 20, of type wider at the bottom
than at the top.—2. Sge preceding.
bottle-boy. An apothecary’s assistant; a doc-
tor's page : coll.: from ca. 1855 ; slightly ob.
bottle-head, n. and adj. (A) stupid (fellow) : the
n., ca. 1654 ; the adj. (variant, as in Grose, bottle-
headed), ca. 1690. Coll.; in C. 19-20, S.E. but
archaic.
bottle-holder. A second at a boxing-match
(1763 ; in C. 20, ob.): coll. Smollett in Count
Fathom, ¢ An old bruiser makes a good bottle-
holder.—2. Hence, a second, backer, supporter,
adviser (— 1861): coll. Punck mn 1851 had a
cartoon of Palmerston as the ‘judicious bottle-
holder ’, for he gave much help to oppressed states ;
bottle-holder > his nickname. Whence bottle-hold-
ing : journalistic, ca. 1860-1900, for support,
backing.
bottle-nose. A person with a large nose: (low)
coll. : late C. 19-20.
bottle of brandy in a glass. A glass of beer: ca.
1885-1905. It didn’t deserve a longer life.
bottle of cheese. A drink of Guinness: public-
houses’ (— 1935).
bottle of smoke, pass the. To countenance a
white lie : coll. : Dickens, 1856: ob. (O.E.D.)
bottle of spruce. Twopence: rhyming s. on
deuce, two. (— 1859; ob.) H., 1lst ed.—2.
Nothing ; almost nothing; (almost) valueless:
non-aristocratic : late C. 18-mid-19. Ware. Ex
spruce beer, which was inferior.
bottle of water. A daughter:
(— 1931).
bottle-screws. Stiff, formal curls:
1800-40. Succeeded by corkscrews.
bottle-sucker. Nautical, ca. 1850-1914: an
able-bodied seaman, b.s. being humorously ex-
panded.
bottle-tit or -tom. The long-tailed tit, from the
shape of its nest : coll., from ca. 1845.
bottle-up. To keep, hold back : C. 17-20, coll.;
restrain (feelings): C. 19-20, also coll. (Military)
enclose, shut up : C. 19-20; coll., but S.E. in C. 20.
bottle-washer. Often hkead cook and b.-w. A
factotum : jocular coll. : 1876, C. Hindley, ‘ Fred
Jolly being the head-cook and bottle-washer °.
bottled. * Arrested, stopped, glued in one place ’ :
low coll.: 1898; ob. Ware, who considers that it
ly arises from the bottling-up, in Santiago, of the
panish fleet by the U.S. squadron.
Bottled Beer. Alex. Nowell (ca. 1507-1602),
English ecclesiagtic. Dawson.
belly-ache. Cheap beer: C.20: trampe’ c.
bottled-up, be. To be fully engaged and therefore

rhyming s.

coll.,, ca.
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unable to accept any further engagements: low
(— 1887); ob. Baumann.

*hottler. A collector of money for a band, a
singer, an instrumentalist on the street : tramps’ c.
(— 1935). Cf. nobber.

bottles. Barrett’s Brewery and Bottling Co.’s
shares : Stock Exchange, ca. 1880-1914.

bottles, no. No good; useless: low (— 1923).
Manchon. Prob. ex bottle, not much, q.v.

bottling, n. Persuading onlookers to put money
in the hat: showmen’s: C.20. P. Allingham, in
The Evening News, July 9, 1934, Cf. bottler, q.v.

bottom. The posteriors: 1794, Dr. Darwin:
coll. See Slang, p. 138. Ex lit. sense, as prob.
is :—2, Capital, property : C. 17, coll.—3. Stamina,
‘grit’ : 1747 ; ob. Captain Godfrey, in The Science
ofr Defence, was apparently the first to use the term
in print, thus: ‘. .. Bottom, that is, wind and
spirit, or heart, or wherever you can fix the resi-
dence of courage’. Little used after 1855, pluck
taking its place. Semantically : that on which a
thing rests, or that which is at the base, is depend-
able.—4. Spirit poured into a glass before water is
added : coll.; from ca. 1850, Trollope having it in
1857, Theodore Martin as a v. in 1854.

bottom, at (the). In reality: coll. in C. 18, S.E.
in C. 19-20.

bottom, stand on one’s own. To be independent :
C. 17-20; coll. till ca. 1800, then S.E.; cf. the
proverbial let every tub stand on its own bottom :
C. 17-20.

bottom dollar. See bet your boots.

bottom drawer(, get together one’s). Of a girl, (to
prepare her) trousseau : coll. (— 1927). Collinson.

bottom facts. The precise truth : coll., from ca.
1890, but not much used. Orig. (— 1877) U.S.
(Thornton.)

bottom of, be at the. To be the actual, not merely
the supposed, author or source of : coll. in C. 18,
S.E.in C. 19-20. Steele has the equivalent be at the
bottom on't.

bottom of a woman’s ‘tu quoque’, the. ‘The
crown of her head’, Grose, 3rd ed.: late C. 18-
early 19. See tu quoque.

bottom on to (gold). To strike: Australian coll.
(— 1926).  Jice Doone.

bottom out, tale of a tub with the. ° A sleeveless
frivolous Tale’, B.E.: coll.: late C. 17-mid-18.
Cf. the title of Swift’s masterpiece.

bottom out of, knock the, To overcome, defeat ;
expose (the fallacy of). Orig. (— 1900) U.S.;
anglicised ca. 1905 as a coll.

bottom-wetter. See wet hottom.

bottomer. In drinking, a draught or a gulp that
empties the glass or tankard : C. 19-20; coll.

bottomless pit. The female pudend : late C. 18—
early 19. Grose, 2nd ed. (In S.E, hell: cf.
Boccaccio’s story about ¢ putting the devil in hell’.)
—2. Bottomless Pit. Pitt the Younger (d. 1806).
Dawson, * In allusion to his remarkable thinness ’.

Bottomley’s Own. The 12th Londons: 1916-17.
Because this regiment, which had been in camp for
some time at Sutton Veny and Longbridge Deverill,
was suddenly despatched to the front as the result
of Horatio Bottomley’s article (in Jokn Bull) on
Armies Rotting in England. By the way, they
pronounced it Bumley’s, in accordance with a very
famous and presumably apocryphal story about
Bottomley calling on a Cholmondeley (pronounced
Chumley).

botty. An infant’s posteriors: orig. and mainly
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nursery. Mid-C. 19-20; coll. H., 6th ed. Ex
bottom

botty adj. Conceited, swaggering : at first, and
still chiefly, racing s. (— 1860) and dial. (see the
E.D.D.). H.,,2nded. Lit., troubled with the botts
(parasitic worms). Cf. bot-fly, q.v.

Bouguereau quality. Risky effeminacy: art-
world coll. (1884) >, by 1910, j. ; ob. Ware notes
that this Fr. painter (18256-1906) excelled in delicate
presentation of the—mostly feminine—nude.

. A gallows, despite F. & H., is S.E.—
2. See heave.]

boughs, up in the. Much excited ; in a passion.
Coll. ; late C. 17-early 19. B.E., Grose; the former
has ¢he variant a-top of the house. (Extant in dial.)

boughs, wide in the. See bows.—bougie. See

bogee.

*bouter. A C. 18 variant of buffer, a dog. C.
Hitchin, The Regulator, 1718.

boule. ‘A conversation in which anyone may
join’; Charterhouse : ca. 1860-1910. A. H. Tod.
Ex Gr. BovA#j, a council.

Boulognie. A wounded man, desirous of getting
to England but going no farther than Boulogne :
military coll. : 1916-18. B. & P.

bouman. A companion or friend, a ‘ pal’ ; also
as term of address: Dublin lower classes’: from
ca. 1910. Perhaps cf. bowman, 2.

bounce. A boastful lie, a pretentious swagger :
coll. >, by 1800, S.E. (archaic in C. 20): Steele,
1714, ¢ This is supposed to be only a bounce.” Ex
1 bounce, the loud noise of an explosion.—2. Hence,
an exaggeration : coll (— 1765); as in Goldsmith,
Whyte-Melville.—3. Impudence: coll.; from ca.
1850 : asin Blackwood’s Magazine, May, 1880, ¢ The
whole heroic adventure was the veriest bounce, the
merest bunkum !’ Adumbrated in Ned Ward in
1703 (Matthews). Ex senses 1, 2.—4. A boaster,
swaggerer : from ca. 1690 ; asin B.E.—5. Hence, a
flashily dressed swindler: from ca. 1800: low.
Vaux. All these five senses are practically t; the
only operative extant one being that wholly C. 20
bounce = a bluffer, esp. if constitutional, regular, or
persistent.—6. Cherry brandy: low: from the
1890’s. Prob. ex its exhilarating effect.—7. A big
dog-fish: nautical : late C. 19-20. Bowen. Ex
its bounding ways.—8. A perquisite, an illicit
surplus : military: C.20. F.& Gibbons.—9. Dis-
missal ; esp. get or give the bounce : mostly military :
from ca. 1910. Ibid.

bounce, v.i. and t. To bluster, hector; boast;
bully ; scold : C.17-20; ob. Coll.; but all except
the last > S.E. ca. 1750.—2. V.i. and (with out of)
t., to lie (1), cheat, swindle : from ca. 1750. Foote,
1762, ¢ If it had come to an oath, I don’t think he
would have bounced.’ Cf. the n., senses 4, 5, qq.v.
—3. To scold severcly : coll. (— 1888). Cf. sense 1
of the n.: semantically, ‘blow up’. O.E.D.—
4, To bluff (a person): military: late C. 19-20.
F. & Gibbons.—5. To coit with (a woman): low:
late C. 19-20. F. & H. (revised).

*bounce, give it to ’em upon the. To escape from

the police, even to extract an apology from them,
by assuming an appearance of respectability and
importance : . of ta. 1810-60. Vaux.
. bounce, on the. (‘ In continual spasmodic move-
ment’: S.E.: C. 18-19. Hence:) Lively:, ca.
1850-1900 ; coll.—2. Hence, since ca. 1850 : as a,
by attempting a, bluff ; by rushing one.—3. Hence,
‘on the spur of the moment. At the critical
moment ’ : military : 1914; ob, F. & Gibbons.

BOW

bounceable, bouncible, Prone to boast; bump-
tious: ca. 1826-1910; ocoll. Samuel Warren,
1830; 1849, Charles Dickens, who, eleven years
earlier, uses the coll. adv. bounceably. Cf. n., 1,
and v, 1.

bouncer. A bully, swaggerer, blusterer: late
C.17-19; coll. B.E., Dyche. Ex bounce, v., 1.—
2. A cheat, swindler ; also (— 1839), a thief operat-
ing while bargaining with a shopkeeper (Brandon) :
from ca. 1770 ; t; perhaps orig. c. Extant, how-
ever, is the nuance, a professional beggar: Cock-
neys’: 1851, Mayhew; ob. E.D.D.—3. A liar:
coll. ; ca. 1766-1900, as in Foote’s comedy, The
Liar. Hence, a lie, esp. a big lie: from ca. 1800 ;
coll. ; ob.—4. Anything large (cf. bouncing) : coll. :
late C. 16-20; ob. Nashe, 1596, ‘ My Book will
grow such a bouncer, that those which buy it must
be faine to hire a porter to carry it after them in a
basket.”—5. Naval, ca. 1860-1914: a gun that
‘ kicks’ when fired.—8. In o., a harlot’s bully:
C. 19-20, ob.—7. A ‘chucker-out’: public-house
s. (1883, The Daily News, July 26) >, by 1910, coll.
Ware. Perhaps orig. U.S.

bounceful. Arrogant; domineering: Cockney
coll. : ca. 1850-90. Mayhew. Ex bounce, n., 1, 3.

bouncible. See bounceable.

bouncing. N., a good scolding (— 1885): coll.
0.E.D. Cf. bounce, v., 3.

bouncing, adj. Big rather than elegant ; lusty,
vigorous ; mid-C. 16-20; coll., but after ca. 1700,
S.E.—2. Ofalie: C. 19, coll. Cf. a thumping lie.

*bouncing ben. A learned man: c. (— 1864);
1. H., 3rd ed.

*bouncing buffer. A beggar: c. of ca. 1820-60.
Ainsworth, 1834 (E.D.D.).

*bouncing cheat. A bottle : c. of ca. 1720-1830.
A New Canting Dict., 1726 ; Grose, 1st ed. Ex the
noise of drawn corks.

bound, I dare orwillbe. I feel certain : certainly :
coll. ; from ca. 1530 ; the dare form being rare after
ca. 1800.

bounded, ppl. passive. Catachrestic for bound,
bounden : late C. 16-20. O.E.D.

bounder. A four-wheeler cab, a ¢ growler’: ca.
1855-1900.—2. (University) a dog-cart : ca. 1840
1900.—3. One whose manners or company are un-
acceptable : Cambridge University, from ca. 1883.
Lit., one who bounds °offensively’ about.—4.
Hence, a vulgar though well-dressed man, an un-
welcome pretender to Society, a vulgarly irrepres-
sible person—gen. a8 man—within Society : from
ca. 1885.

*bounetter. A fortune-telling cheat: C. 19 c.,
mostly vagrants’. Brandon, 1839. Prob. a Gypsy
corruption of bonneter.

boung. See bung, n., sense 3.—boung-nipper.
See bung-nipper.

bourn(e). A realm,
C.19-20. O.E.D.

Bournemouth. The Gaiety Theatre : theatrical :
late 1882-mid-1883. Ware. That theatre was icy
that winter ; Bournemouth is much affected by the
woak-chested.

bous(e), bouz(e) ; bousy, etc. See booze.

hout. A coll. abbr. of about: almost S.E. in
C.13-18; but, esp. in words of command, e.g. "bout
turn, it is mainly naval and military : C. 19-20.

bous. A variant of boozy, q.v.

bow. (Boating, competitive or otherwise) the
i%\;'er sitting nearest to the bow : coll.: from ca.

30,

domain: catachrestic :
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bow, by the string rather than by the. By the
most direct way: late C. 17-18; coll. > S.E.
(0.E.D.)

bow, draw the long. To exaggerate ; lie.
ca. 1820 ; coll. Byron.

bow, shoot in another’s. To practise an art not
one’s own: C.17-18: coll. soon > S.E.

bow, two or many strings to one’s. With more
resources than one, with an alternative: coll. >
S.E.; from ca. 1550. In C. 19-20, gen. in refer-
ence to suitors or sweethearts. Ex archery.

bow and arrow. A sparrow: rhyming s.: late
C.19-20. B.& P.

bow-catcher. A kiss curl: ca. 1854-1900. H.,
2nd ed ; Ware. Corruption of beau-catcher, which is
a variant form.

bow-hand, (wide) on the, adv. and adj. Wide of
the mark ; inaccurate : C. 17-18; coll. soon > S.E.

Bow Street. The orderly room : military : from
ca. 1910. B. & P. Ex the famous London police-
station.

bow up to the ear, drawthe. To act with alacrity ;
exert oneself : coll. ; from ca. 1850; ob.

bow-window. A big belly. From the 1830’s.
Marryat, 1840. Ex shape.

bow-windowed. Big-bellied: from the 1840’s.
Thackeray in Pendennis. Ex preceding.

bow-wow. A dog: jocular and nursery coll.:
from ca. 1780. Grose, lst ed.; 1800, Cowper,
‘ Your aggrieved bow-wow’. Ex the bark. Cf.
moo-cow, etc.—2. A lover, a ‘ dangler’ : mainly in
India; from ca. 1850. Ex his ¢ yapping’.

bow-wow ! You gay dog!: coll.:
Manchon.—2. Sec wow-wow |

bow-wow mutton. Dog’s flesh: ca. 1780-1890.
Grose, 1st ed. Ware, 1909, ‘ (Naval) [Mutton] so
bad that it might be dog-flesh ’.

bow-wow shop. A salesman’s shop in, e.g. Mon-
mouth Street : late C. 18—early 19. Grose, 2nd ed.,
*So called because the servant [at the door] barks
and the master bites ’.

bow-wow word. An echoic word : from ca. 1860.
Academic coll. (coined by Max Miiller) >, by 1890,
S.E. The (always S.E.) bow-wow theory is that of
human speech imitating animal sounds.

bow-wows, go to the. To go to ‘the dogs’;
jocular coll. : 1838, Dickens. (O.E.D. Sup.)

bowd-eaten. (Of biscuits) eaten by weevils : dial.
(where gen. boud) and nautical coll. : mid-C. 19-20.
Bowen.

*bowl ; gen. bowl-out. A discovery, disclosure :
o.: C.19. Ex cricket.

bowla gallon. To do the hat-trick: cricketers’ at
Eton: ca. 1860-90. Lewis. Thus, the bowler
earned a gallon of beer.

bowl (or try) for timber. To propel the ball at the
batsmen’s legs: cricketers’ coll.: ca. 1890-1914.
Ware, 1909, remarks, ‘ Discountenanced in later
years—rather as a waste of time than with any view
of repression of personal injury’. An interesting
gid(leggl;t for the great cricket controversy begun late
in 1932.

bowl out. To overcome, defeat, get the better
of: from ca. 1810. Ex cricket.—2. In c., gen. in

sive, to arrest, try, and convict: C. 19-20.

aux.—3. For the n., see bowl.

bowl over. To defeat, worst; dumbfound
(— 1862). Exsluttles. Another variant (Dickens’s)
is bowl down, 1865.

bowl the hoop. Soup: rhyming s. (— 1859);
ob. H., 1st ed.

From

C. 20.

BOX

bowla, but gen. in pl. (bowlas) or in pl. used as
singular. A round tart made of sugar, apple, and
bread : ca. 1820-1900; coll. Mayhew, 1851 ?ex
the Anglo-Indian bowla, a portmanteau.

bowled. (Winchester College) ‘ ploughed ’ in an
examination. C.19-20, t. Cf. croppled.

bowler (1882); bowler-hat (1861); occ. boler
(— 1890). A stiff felt hat ; fairly low in the crown
and gen. black : coll. In its etymology, it was long
regarded as a bowl-shaped hat, but it almost cer-
tainly derives ex the name of a London hatter
(W.: Words and Names). Dates: O.E.D.

bowler, be given one’s. To be demobilised :
military : late 1918-19. F. & Gibbons. Ie. a
civilian bowler in exchange for one’s °battle-
bowler ’.

bowler hat, be given a. To be sent home or

‘sacked ’: military : 1915-18. B. & P.
bowles. Shoes: ca. 1850-1910. H., 1st ed.
? ex bowl-shaped.

*bowman, cxcellent, adept ; mostly bowman prig,
‘an eminent Thief . . .; a dexterous Cheat’, 4 New
Canting Dict., 1726 : c. of ca. 1720-1840. ? beau
(fine).—2. Whence bowman, n., a thief : c. (—1823);
T by 1890. Egan’s Grose. Perhaps cf. bouman.

bowman, all’s. All's safe: c¢.; from ca. 1820;
t by 1890. Cf. bob.

*bowman ken. See bob ken.

bows, wide in the. ¢ With wide hips and pos-
teriors ’, Lex. Bal., where, as in Egan’s Grose, bows is
spent boughs : nautical coll. : ca. 1810-70.

bows under(, with), Having too much work to
do: nautical coll. : late C. 19-20. Bowen. Ex a
ship labouring in a heavy sea.

bowse, bowser, bowsy, etc. See booze, etc.;
but——

bowse, v. To haul hard, is nautical coll. :
C. 19-20. Bowen. Perhaps cognate with dial.
bowse, to rush, as the wind.

bowse, in. In trouble: nautical coll.: mid-
C. 19-20. Bowen. Perhaps cf. dial. bowse, the
recoil of a gust of wind against a wall (E.D.D.).

bowsprit. The nose : see boltsprit. Bowsprit in
parenthesis, have one’s, to have one’s nose pulled :
C. 19, orig. nautical (officers’).

bowyer. (Lit., a bowman: C. 15+.) An
exaggerator ; a liar: mid-C. 18-early 19. Grose,
1st ed. Cf. bow, draw the long.

bowze, etc. See booze, etc.

box. A small drinking-place: late C. 17-18:
coll. B.E. Cf. the mod. Fr. boite.—2. InC. 19 c.,
a prison cell.—3. (the bor.) ‘A fielding position
between point and the shps’ : cricketers’ s. (1913)
>, by 1920, coll. >, by 1930, S.E.—but ob., for
the gully is much more gen. Lewis.—4. (the box.)
A coffin ; esp. put in the box : military coll. : late
C. 19-20. F. & Gibbons.—&. ‘ A safe of the old-
fashioned kind’: ec.: late C. 19-20. James
Spenser, Limey Breaks In, 1934, * It is easy to rip off
the back.’

box, v. To take possession of, ‘bag’: Win-
chester School, from ca, 1850 ; ob.—2. Overturn in
one’s box, in reference to a watchman or a sentry
(— 1851, ob.); esp. box a charley, cf. charley.—
3. To give a Christmas box : coll. : from ca. 1845 ;
ob.—4. In C. 19 racing c., esp. as box carefully :
(of a bookie) to see that one’s betting liabilities do
not exceed one’s cash in hand.—5. V.t., ‘to
manipulate the figures of returns, esp. musketry
returns, for purposes of deception’: military:
C. 20. F. & Gibbons.—6. To mix (two flocks or
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herds) : Australian pastoral coll.: from ca. 1870.
(R. D. Barton, Reminiscences of an Australian
Pioneer, 1911.)

box, be in a. To be cornered; in a fix: ooll,
C. 19-20, ob. Prob. ex:

box, in a or the wrong. Out of one’s element, in a
false position, in error. Coll., mid-C. 16-20. In
C. 16, Ridley, Udall (J. not N.); later, Smollett,
Marryat. ‘ The original allusion appears to be lost ;
was 1t to the boxes of an apothecary ?7°, O.E.D.

box, on the. On strike and receiving strike pay :
workmen’s, mainly in North England: ca. 1880-
1910.

box |, the. Prepare for battle:
(— 1823); 1 by 1870. Egan’s Grose.

box about, box it about. To drink briskly :
C.17-18. B.E. Cf. the C. 19-20 S.E.

*box-getter, -getting. A stealer, stealing, from
tills: C. 20 ¢. Charles K. Leach.

box Harry. To take lunch and afternoon-tea
together : commercial travellers’; ca. 1850-1910.
H., 1st ed. Ex:—2. To do without a meal : from
ca. 1820. ‘Jon Bee’, 1823.

box-hat. A tall silk hat : lower class s. (—1890)
verging on coll.

*box-irons. Shoes: ca. 1780-1830; c.
Parker, 1789,

box-lobby loungers. A ‘fast’ London coll. of ca.
1820-60 ; thus in Bee, 1823, ¢ The ante-room at the
Theatres is frequented by persons on the Town of
both sexes, who meet there to make appointments,
lounging about.’

box of dominoes. The mouth : mid-C. 19-20.

box of minutes. A watch ; a watchmaker’sshop:
ca. 1860-80. H., 3rd ed.

box on. To keep fighting; hence, to continue
doing anything important or strenuous: Austrahan:

naval coll.

George

box open, box shut ! A soldier’s c.p. indicating
that though he was offering cigarettes, * the donor’s
generosity was limited by hard circumstance’
(B. & P.): GW.

box the compass. To answer all questions; to
adapt oneself to circumstances: orig. and mainly
nautical ; coll.; mid-C. 18-20. Smollett, 1761, ¢ A
light, good-humoured, sensible wench, who knows
very well how to box her compass’. Ex the
nautical feat of naming, in order, backwards, or
irregularly, the thirty-two points of the compass.

box the Jesuit and get cockroaches. To mastur-
bate : mid-C. 18-19. Grose, lst ed., ‘ a sea term ’,
An unsavoury pun on cock and a too true criticism of
nautical and cloistered life.

box-up. A mix-up ; confusion ; muddle : mostly
military : C. 20. Coll. Sidney Rogerson, 1933.
Perhaps on miz-up.

box-wallah. A native pedlar, gen. itinerant :
Anglo-Indian coll.; from ca. 1820.—2. Hence,
pejoratively, a European commercial man : Anglo-
Indian (— 1934). C.0.D., 1934 Sup.

boxed. (Of a book) impounded by Library Com-
mittee : Charterhouse : late C. 19-20. A. H. Tod.

boxer. A gratuity; esp., to the ‘ringie’ (in
two-up) from the winning betters: New Zealand
and Australian (— G.W. +). ? ex Christmas box.
2. Earlier, a stiff, low-crowned felt hat : Australian
(— 1897). The Argus, Jan. 9, 1897. Morris. Cf.
hard-hitter.—3. A tallhat : ca.1880-1910. E.D.D.

boxing-out. A bout of boxing: U.S. >, before
1909, Australian ooll. ; 1 by 1920. Ware.

boy. A hump on a man’s back: lower class,
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from ca. 1800. Whence htm and his boy, & hunch-
back (H., 5th ed.).—2. In India, hence South
Africa and Australia: a native servant: C.
17-20; coll. ‘Influenced by Telugu boys, Tamil
bovi, a caste who were usually palankeen bearers’,
W.—3. (Often the boy.) Champagne: from ca.
1880 ; ob. Punch, 1882, ‘ Beastly dinner, but very
good boy. Had two magnums of it.'—4. See
b’hoy.—b5. In C. 20 c., and gen. in pl. : a prisoner.
Cf. boys, q.v.—86. (Also the boyo.) Always the boy,
the penis : late C. 19-20.

boy, my or old. A term of address: coll,
though sometimes it is, clearly, familiar S.E.:
C. 17-20. Shakespeare, Richardson.

boy, old (with the). One’s father: late C. 19-20.
One’s business chief, ‘governor’: C. 20. The
devil: C. 19-20, jocular. All now coll., though s.
at their inception.

boy, yellow. See yellow boy.

boy Jones, the. A secret, or unnamed, in-
formant : a virtual ¢.p., mostly London : mid-C. 19.
Ex an mquisitive boy that wormed his way several
times into Buckingham Palace. See esp. Horace
Wyndham, Victorian Sensations, 1933.

boy with the boots, the ; the nailer ; Old Nick.
The joker in a pack of cards: Anglo-Irish: late
C. 19-20. Ex his effectiveness.

boyno ! A friendly valediction or, occ., greeting :
nautical (— 1909) ; slightly ob. Ware. Ex or via
Lingua Franca for ‘ good ’.

boyo. (Gen. vocative.) Boy: late C. 19-20.
This -0 is an endearment-suffix. Ex Anglo-Irish
boyo, *1ad, chap, boy ’ (E.D.D.).—2. See boy, 6.

boys ; always the boys. The fraternity of book-
makers and their associates : racing : from ca. 1850.
—2. The lively young fellows of any locality : from
ca. 1860 ; coll. Cf. lads of the village.

Boys, Angry or Roaring. A set of young bloods,
noisy-mannered, delighting to commit outrages and
enter into quarrels, in late Elizabethan and in
Jacobean days. Greene, Tu Quogue, ‘This is no
angry, nor no roaring boy, but a blustering boy ’.
Coll. ; since ca. 1660, S.E. and merely historical.
Cf. Mohawks.

Boys of the Holy Ground. Bands of roughs fre-
quenting the less reputable parts of St. Giles, Lon-
don, ca. 1800-25. Moore, Tom Crib’s Memorial,
1819.

boysie. A term of address to a boy or, rarely by
father, to son of any age whatsoever : coll., mostly
Australian : C. 20. Isabel Cameron, Boysie, 1929 ;
Christina Stcad, Seven Poor Men of Sydney, 1934.
Cf. boyo, 1, and dial. boykin.

Bozzy. Boswell: from ca. 1780. See Bear-
leader, the. For the form, cf. Dizzy.

brace. Two ‘ noughts’in a match : 1912. But
bag a brace, to be twice dismissed for 0, occurs as
early as 1867 ; the ob. brace of ducks in 1891. All
are s. >, by 1920 at latest, coll.

brace, face and. To bluster, domineer; be
defiant: C. 16: coll. Skelton; Latimer, ‘ Men

. woulde face it and brace it and make a shewe
of upryght dealynge,” O.E.D. Cf. brace (up), brace
oneself.

brace—or couple—of shakes,ina. Ina moment;
almost immediately: from ca. 1830. Barham,
Ouida. Egan’s Grose, 1823, has ‘[in a] brace of
snaps. Instantly ’ and classifies it as nautical.

brace tavern, the. Late C. 18—early 19 only;
low: ‘a room in the S.E. corner of the King’s
Bench, where, for the convenience of prisoners
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residing thereabouts, beer purchased at the tap-
house was retailed at a halfpenny per pot advance.
It was kept by two brothers of the name of
Partridge, and thence called the Brace,” Grose,
2nd ed.

*brace up. To pawn stolen goods, esp. at a good
price: C. 19-20 c.; ob. Vaux. Ware suggests
that it may derive from Fr. c. braser as 1n braser des
faffes, to fabricate false papers.

bracelet. A handcuff: from ca. 1660. Always
low ; in C. 17-18, prob. c.; ob.

bracer. A tonic: C.18-19. ‘What you need is
& bracer.” The medical sense, which was S.E., has
long been t ; as another word for a strong drink (cf.
tonic, q.v.), & coll., from ca. 1860 : ex U.S. (1825:
O.E.D. Sup.).

brack. A mackerel : nautical: late C. 19-20.
Bowen. Ex Isle of Man dial.

bracket-face(d). Ugly: late C. 17-early 19.
B.E.; Grose. Whence :

bracket-mug. An ugly face: C. 19.

brad. Sec bradbury.

brad-faking. A mid-C. 19 corruption of broad-
faking, q.v. H., 1st-3rd edd.

bradbury, occ. abbr. to brad. A Treasury note ;
esp. a £1 note: 1915; ob. (Thesc notes, by the
way, were hardly artistic.) Ex Sir John Bradbury,
the Secretary of the Treasury, which circulated the
10s. and £1 notes from late 1914 until November,
1928, when the nation’s note issue was consolidated
in the Bank of England; the Treasury’s notes
ceased to be legal tender on July 31, 1933. See the
third leader and the City Editor’s note, The Daily
Telegraph, Aug. 1, 1933. Cf. Fisher, q.v.

brads. Money; copper coins. From ca. 1810 ~

(Vaux recording it in 1812) ; low until ca. 1860, by
which date the  copper ’ sense wast. Prob. ex the
shoemakers’ rivets so named.—2. Cigarettes : mili-
tary: C. 20. F. & Gibbons. For semantics, cf.
coffin-nail.

brads, tip the. To be generous with money ;
hence, be a gentleman : ca. 181040 ; low.

radshaw. The complete time-table to the trains
of Great Britain: from ca. 1845; soon coll.; in
C. 20 S.E. Abbr. Bradshaw's Railway Guide.—
2. Hence, a person very good at figures: middle-
class coll. (— 1909); almost ¥. Ware. Ex that
Manchester printer who in 1839 published the first
railway time-table, in 1841 issued the first monthly
railway-guide. (W.) ‘O mighty Bradshaw,
speaker of the thunderous line’ : from an un-
published and unpublishable ode.

brag. A braggart; ‘A vapouring, swaggering,
bullying ¥ellow’, B.E.: late C. 17-20. After ca.
1800, S.E.—2. In c¢., a money-lender; a Jew:
C. 19-20. Ex his exorbitant demands.

*braggadocia, -io. Three months’ imprisonment
to reputed thieves, who prob. boast that they can
do it ¢ on their heads’ : c.; ca. 1850-70. Dickens
in Reprinted Pieces, 1857.

Braggs. See Old Braggs.

Brahma. ‘Something good. Also a flashily
dressed girl’: Regular Army: late C. 19-20,
F. & Gibbons. Ex Brahma, the Hindu deity : the
idols being often bejewclled. Hence brama, q.v.—
2. See Bramah knows.

brain, beara. To be cautious; have a brain, i.e.
some intelligence : C. 16-early 19; coll. soon >
S.E. Skelton.

brain, have onthe. Be obsessed by, crazy about :
mid-C. 19-20. Coll. in C. 19, then S.E.
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brain-canister. The head : pugilistic : ca. 1850~
85. H.,3rded. On:

brain-pan. (As skull, S.E.) The head: C. 17-
20, ob.; after ca. 1730, coll. Skelton, Dekker,
Scott.

brain-storm. The same as brain-wave but with
the connotation of a more sustained mental effort :
from ca. 1925; now verging on coll. Ex the S.E.
sense, ‘ a succession of sudden and severe paroxysms
of cerebral disturbance’ (Dorland, 1901: O.E.D.
Sup.).

brain-wave. A sudden, esp. if a brilliant,
idea : from ca. 1914 ; since 1933, coll. Ex telepathy.

brains. The paste with which a sub-editor sticks
his scissors-cuttings together : printers’ (— 1887);
slightly ob. Baumann.

brains, beat, break, cudgel ; drag; busy, puzzle
one’s. To think hard, in order to understand or to
contrive : C. 16-20, except break (1 by 1800): all
coll.; but all, since ca. 1860, S.E.

brains, have some guts in one’s. To be know-
ledgeable : late C. 18-early 19: coll. Grose, 3rd ed.

brains, pick or suck someone’s. To elicit in-
formation, knowledge, ¢ brain-wave’, and utilise it
(without permission). Coll. (— 1838), very soon
S.E. Lytton.

brains as guts, if you had as much. (Gen. fol-
lowed by what a clever fellow you would be /) A c.p.
addressed to a person fat and stupid: ca. 1780-
1820. Grose, 2nd ed.

brains on ice. See have one’s brains on ice.

brainy. Clever: coll.; late C. 19-20; now
verging on S.E. Ex U.S. (— 1873) and, even now,
more typically U.S. than English,

brake. A tutor: Public Schoolboys’ (— 1933).
Perhaps suggested by coach.

brake, set one’s face in a. To assume a ‘ poker’
face: coll.; C. 17. Ex brake, ‘a framework in-
tended to hold anything steady’ (O.E.D.). Vari-
ants with looks, vizard, etc. Chapman in that fine,
ranting tragedy, Bussy D’ Amboise, 1607, ¢ O (hke a
Strumpet) lcarn to set thy looks|In an cternal
Brake.’

*brama. A pretty girl: c.: from ca. 1922,
James Curtis, The Gilt Kid, 1936. Ex Brakma, q.v.

Bramah knows : I don’t. A euphemism (!) for
God knows! I don’t!: ca. 1880-1910. Moro cor-
rectly Brahma.

bramble. A lawyer: mainly Kentish, hence and
partly Cockney, s.: ca. 1850-1914.

bramble-gelder. An agriculturist : chiefly Suf-
folk, but oce. heard elsewhere : mid-C. 19-20; ob.
H,, 3rd ed.

bran. A loaf: coll, ca. 1830-1910. Dickens in
Oliver Twist. Ex bran-loaf.

bran-faced. Freckled : mid-C. 18-early 19 : coll.
Grose, 2nd ed. Cf. christened by a baker.

bran mash, bran-mash. Bread soaked in tea or
coffee : military, from ca. 1870 ; ob.

bran-new. ILe. brand-new (earlier, fire-new): a
C. 19-20 sol., heard on the lips of those who persist
in saying Welsh rarebit.
o lllgmll)lcho- is incorrect for branchio- : mid-C. 19-20.

branded ticket. A discharge-ticket recording a
crime, esp. a serious one : nautical coll. : ca. 1830-
1925. Cf. blanker.

brandy, all. See all brandy.

brandy and Fashoda. Brandy and soda : Society :
Oct. 1898-early 99. Ware. Ex ‘the discovery of
the Fr. captain, Marchand, at Fashoda’,
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brandy blossom. A red-pimpled nose: coll.
(— 1887). Baumann. Ex b.b., a pimple that, on
the nose, is caused by drink, es{: by brandy.

brandy-face. A drunkard : late C. 17—early 19.
Cotton, ca. 1687, - You goodman brandy-face’.
Whenco :

brandy-faced. Red-faced, esp. from liquor:
from ca, 1700. Grose; Sala, °brandy-faced
viragos ’.

brandy is Latin for (a) goose, later fish. The
former (ob.), from late C. 16 ; the latter (}), from
ca. 1850. Coll. Mar-Prelate’s Epitome, 1588 ;
Swift ; Marryat. (Apperson.) Brewer has thus
neatly stated the semantic equation : ‘ What is the
Latin for goose ? (Answer) Brandy. The pun is on
the word answer. Anser is the Latin for goose,
which brandy follows as surely and quickly as
an answer follows a question.’ Concerning fish,
Mayhew tells us that the richer kinds of fish pro-
duce a queasy stomach, restored only by a drink of
brandy. Cf.:

brandy is Latin for pig and goose. Halliwell,
1847: ‘“An apology for drinking a dram after
either’. Coll. ; extremely ob. A variant on the
preceding entry.

Nan. Queen Anne of England: early
C. 18. Dawson, ‘ From her fondness for spirits ’.
brandy pawnee (occ. pahnee). Brandy and water.
India and the Army: coll. From ca. 1810.
Thackeray, 1848, ‘The refreshment of brandy-
pawnee which he was forced to take’. Sece pawnee.
brandy-shunter. A too frequent imbiber of
brandy : non-aristocratic: from ca. 1880; ob.
Ware. On booze-shunter, q.v.

brass. Money. Inlate C.16-17, S.E.; inC. 18,
coll. ; thereafter, s. Mrs. Gaskell; Miss Braddon,
¢ Steeve’s a little too fond of the brass to murder you
for nothing." H., 5thed., ¢ “ Tin " is also used, and
so are most forms of metal.’ Cf. brass up.—2. Im-
pudence ; effrontery. Adumbrated by Shake-
speare, but popularised by Defoe in The T'rue Born
Englishman, ‘a necdful competence of English
brass'. Also in Farquhar, North, Goldsmith, T.
Moore, Dickens. Coll.; in C. 19-20, S.E. Prob.
suggested by slightly earlier brazen-face.—3. A con-
fidence-trick betting-system : c. C. 20. Charles E.
Leach, in On Top of the Underworld, 1933.—4. Abbr.
of brass-nail, q.v.: from ca. 1920. Philip Alling-
ham, Cheapjack, 1934.

brass along. To go gaily and/or impudently
ahead: from ca. 1918, (R. Blaker, Night-Shift,
1934.) Ex brass, 2.

Brass Before and Brass Behind. The Gloucester-
shire Regiment : military: late C. 19-20. F. &
Gibbons. By a pun on Back Numbers, q.v.

brass-bound and copper-fastened. (Of a lad)
dressed in a midshipman’s uniform: nautical;
mid-C. 19-20 ; ob.

brass-bounder. A midshipman; a premium
apprentice : nautical : late C. 19-20. Bowen.
Ex preceding.

brass-face. An impudent person:
1820-60. ‘Jon Bee.’ Ex brass, 2.

brass farthing. A farthing—or less. Coll.:
md-C. 17-20 ; 8.E. after ca. 1850.

_brass-hat. A high-ranked officer : military and,
in C. 20, naval: 1893, Kipling. Ex ‘gilt orna-
mentation of his cap’ (O.E.D. Sup.). See esp.
B.&P.

Brass Heads, the. The 3rd Bombay European—
now the Leinster—Regiment: military: 1858,

coll.: ca.
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when they excellently endured the sun in Sir Hugh
Rose’s campaign in Central India. F. & Gibbons.

*brass-knocker. Broken victuals : scraps of food :
vagrants’ c. (— 1874); ob. H., 6th ed. ? ex the
hardness, or possibly, via India, ex Hindustani bass
khana, stale food ; it affords an interesting com-
ment on Yule & Burnell's brass-knocker.

brass monkey. See monkey, cold enough . . .

*brass-nail. A prostitute: c¢.: C.20. Rhyming
s.ontail. (Also among grafters: Philip Allingham.)

brass-neck. Impudent: military: C.20. F. &
Gibbons, ‘ A brass-neck lie .

brass off, v.i. To grumble: military: C. 20.
F. & Gibbons. Perhaps ex part brass-rags.

brass-plate merchant. An inferior middleman in
coal : ca. 1840-1920 ; mainly London. Mayhew.

brass-plater. ‘A man of the merchant class’:
from ca. 1920. (O.E.D. Sup.) Ex preceding.—
2. (brass- or door-plater.) A doctor: C. 20.
Manchon. Ex the brass name-plate at his door.
brass-rags. See part brass-rags.

brass tacks, get down to. To come to, to face,
realities ; to consider the practical aspect: coll.:
U.S. (1903), anglicised by 1910: O.E.D. (Sup.).
(In U.S,, there 18 the variant . . . brass nails.) 1
suspect, however, that brass tacks may have arisen
before C. 20 and be rhyming s. for facts.

brass up. To pay (up), gen. v.i.: C. 20. In
Feb., 1917, subscriptions to the War Loan were
solicited in Nottingham (and clsewhere) by brass up
legending the tramcars (W.). The term is more
gen. in the North and the Midlands than in the
South.

brasser. A bully: Christ’s Hospital, C. 19-20;
ob. Ex brass, 2.

brassy. Impudent : shameless: coll. (— 1576);
S.E. after 1800; in C. 20, ob. Wolcot, i.e. Peter
Pindar, ‘ Betty was too brassy.’ Cf. the S.E.
usages.

brat. Brother; ‘one behaving in a manner not
befitting his years’ : Bootham School : late C. 19-
20. Anon., Dict. of Bootham Slang, 1925.

bratchet. A little brat : endearing or pejorative
coll. : from ca. 1600 ; ob. by 1800.

brattery. A nursery: pejorative coll.: from ca.
1780. Beckford, 1834, ‘ The apartment above my
head proves a squalling brattery.” (O.E.D.)

brave. A bully; assassin: late C. 16-17, coll. ;
thereafter S.E.; ob. by 1850, 1 by 1890.

Brave Fitteenth, the. The 15th Hussars: C. 19~
20 : military coll. now verging on j. and obsoles-
cence. F. & Gibbons, ‘ From an old regimental
song—** The Brave Fifteenth .

bravo. ‘A mercenary Murderer, that will kill
any body,” B.E.; Steele, ‘dogged by bravoes’.
Late C. 16-18, coll.; thereafter S.E.; by 1930
slightly ob.

brawn. Strength as opp. to brains: ocoll,
C. 19-20.

brawn, hawk one’s. (See the quotation at
bruvver.) To be a male prostitute (i.e. & man
offering his ‘ charms’ to women); to be a passive
Iéomosexual for money: low (esp. Cockmeys’):

. 20.

brayvo, Hicks ! Splendid !: music-halls’ and
minor theatres’ : from ca. 1830 ; ob. by 1910; t by
1930. Ware,  In approbation of muscular demon-
stration. . . . From Hicks, a celebrated . . . actor
. . ., more esp. * upon the Surrey side” ... [In
late C. 19—early 20] applied in S. London widely ;
e.g. “ Brayvo Hicks—into 'er again.”’ Cf:
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brayvo, Rouse. Splendid !; well done!: East
London c.p. (— 1909); 1 by 1914. Ware. Ex
‘ the name of an enterprising proprietor of ‘* The
Eagle” . . .; a theatre . . . in the City Road’.
A very successful, though unauthorised, presenter of
Fr. light opera, esp. ‘ all the best of Auber’s work ’
(Ware).

brazen-face. A brazen-faced person : late C. 16—
20, ob. ; coll. till ca. 1800, then S.E.

[brazen-faced, impudent. Given by B.E. as
either 8. or coll,, and by F. & H. as coll. It is,
however, doubtful if this C. 16-20 word has ever
been other than S.E.]

Brazen Nose College, you were bred in. You are
impudent: c.p.: 18. Fuller. A pun on
brazen-face and Brasenose College, Oxford.

brazil, as hard as. Extremely hard: from ca.
1635. Coll. till 1700, then S.E.; ob. Either ex
Brazil-wood or, much less prob., ex brazil, iron
pyrites. (S.0.D.)

breach. A breach of promise: 1840, Dickens:
coll. now verging on S.E. (0.E.D. Sup.)

bread !, as I live by. As true (or sure) as I stand
here ! : coll.: late C. 19-20. Manchon.

bread, in bad. In a disagreeable situation : mid-
C.18-mid-19 : coll. Grose, 3rd ed. Here, bread =
employment. Cf.:

bread, out of. Out of work: coll., mid-C. 18-
early 19. Grose, 3rd ed.

bread and boo. Bread-and-scrape : nursery coll.
(— 1923). Manchon.

bread and butter. A livelihood : coll., from ca.
1840. Ex U.S. (1820 : Thornton).—2. A gutter:
rhyming s. : late C.19-20. (The Evening Standard,
Aug. 19, 1931.)—3. An app. cryptic term that re-
solves itself into an abbr. of bread and butter letter,
q.v. Such shortenings are beloved of Society.

bread-and-butter, adj. Boyish, girlish, esp.
schoolgirlish, as in a bread-and-butter miss: coll.;
from ca. 1860.

bread and butter letter. A letter thanking one's
recent hostess : Society : anglicised, as a coll., ca.
1905 ex U.S. Occ. abbr. to bread and butter : from
ca. 1925,

bread and butter of mine, no. No business of
mine ; no potential profit for me : coll. : from ca.
1760 ; ob.

bread and butter squadron (or with capitals). The
Mediterranean Squadron: naval: late C. 19-20.
Bowen. Because it is ¢ cushy ’.

Bread and Butter Warehouse. The Ranelagh
Gardens of C. 18—carly 19. In reference to their
debauchery,—cf. Joseph Warton’s Ranelagh House,
1747,—bread-and-butter fashion being a mid-C. 18-20
c.p. descriptive of human coition. Grose, 3rd ed.

bread and butter wicket. A wicket extremely easy
for batsmen : cricketers’ coll.: 1887. Lewis.

bread and cheese. Adj., ordinary; inferior;
stingy : coll.: late C. 17-19. B.E.—N., plain fare
or living : late C. 16-20, coll. > S.E. by 1700.

bread and cheese in one’s head, have (got). To be
drunk: mid-C. 17-mid-18; coll. and proverbial.
Ray, 1678. (Apperson.)

bread and jam. A tram: rhyming s.: C. 20.
B.& P.

bread and meat, The commissariat: military,
from ca. 1850 ; ob. in G.W.; t.—2. Hence, bread-
and-meat man, an officer in the A.8.C.: military
(— 1909); t by 1920. Ware.

bread and pullet. Just bread : jocular (— 1913).
A, H. Dawson. With pun on pull i,

BREAK-DOWN

bread and salt, take. To curse and swear:
C. 20. Manchon.

bread-artist. An artist working merely for a
living : art: from 1890’s; very ob. A variation of
pot-botler with a pun on bred.

bread-bags. Anyone in the victualling depart-

ment: Army, Navy: mid-C. 19-20; ob. H.,
3rd ed.
bread-barge. The distributing tray or basket of

biscuits : nautical, C. 19-20; ob.

bread-basket. The stomach: from ca. 1750.
Foote, 1763, ‘I let drive . . ., made the soup-
maigre rumble in his bread-basket, and laid him
sprawling.” Cf. bread-room, dumpling-depét, por-
ridge-bowl, and victualling-office : all pugihstic. *

bread buttered on both sides. Great or unex-
pected good fortune : coll.; mid-C. 17-20. Ray,
1678 ; Lockhart. (Apperson.)

bread-crumbs ! A naval c.p. (C. 20) uttered by
the senior subaltern officer in the gun-room: an
‘order for all junior midshipmen to put their
fingers in their ears to avoid conversation unfitted
for their youth’ (Bowen).

bread is buttered, know on which side one’s. To
scek ono’s own advantage: C. 16-20: coll.; in
C. 19-20, S.E. Heywood, Cibber, Scott, Vachell.
(Apperson.)

bread out of one’s mouth, take the. To spoil or
destroy a person’s livelihood; to remove what
another is on the point of enjoying. From ca.
1700 ; coll. till C. 19, then S.E.

bread-picker. A junior’s nominal office at Win-
chester College: C. 19. Evidently ex some old
fagging-duty connected with bread.

bread-room. The stomach: 1761, Smollett ;
1 by 1860. Cf. bread-basket and victualling-office.

bread-room Jack. A purser’sservant : nautical :
mid-C. 19-20; ob.

breads. Portions or helpings of bread: coll.:
ca. 1860-1910.—2. (Breads.) Sharesin the Aerated
Bread Company : Stock Exchange (— 1895). A.J.
Wilson, Stock Exchange Glossary.

*break, Money collected by friends for a
prisoner’s defence or for his assistanco when he
leaves prison: c<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>