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“Shallow critics with their gratuitous sympathy

with Sita for her cruel abandonment in the forest, are
inclined to find fault with Rama for his undue solicitude
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for the contentment and happiness of his overnice
subjects. They miss the very beauty of Rama's life
when they take such a narrow view of it. Judged by the
ideal standard of duty, Rama deserves our approbation
for his wonderful self sacrificing nature, rather than con-
demnation for the seemingly cruel deed............ As he lived
for his subjects he was bound to please them at any cost.
Though he was conscious of the sterling womanly qualities
of Sita — an idealistic picture of crury virtue that
ennobles woman-hood when called upon by the stern
Voice of Duty, Rama throws her off inwardly feeling the
deepest anguish for the cruel step that he is forced
to take (Kale)
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