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FOREWORD

Malwa was one of the mod notable provinces of India
during the Hindu and early Mudim periods of our higtory, and
its influence on Hindu culture was of an abiding character. In
the expandon of the Delhi Empire to the South, this province
played a mog important part by reason of its podtion in the
map of India. And ye it has up to now lacked a hidory
worthy of its pad. Sir John Malcolm's Memoir of Central
India (1820), written in the infancy of modern higorical gudies
relating to our country and basad on imperfect materials handled
without auffident criticiam, has remained our only authority on
the subject, though it has long been recognized as quite
obsolete

In the coure of the 116 years that have dapsed snce
Malcolm wrote, all the original State pape's of the Marathas,
forming an immense mass have san the light, and quite a large
numbe of contemporary Persan sources, unknown to Malcolm,
have been discoveed and utilissd by schdars The reault
amounts to a complete revolution in our knowledge of the
higory of Malwa in the 17th and 18th centuries The presnt
work forms thefirgt portion of an attempt to replace Malcolm's
primitive Memoir of Central India by gathering together the
fruits of the accumulated discovery and ressarch of the pagt
century.

It is fortunate that Malwa is at lag going to have a
higory worthy of ha pag glories through the pious endeavour
of one of he sons Maharaj-Kumar Raghubir Sinh, M . A .,
D.LITT., LL.B., the cultured her of the Rathor Maharajah
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FOREWORD

of Stamau. He has utilised all the available materials,
printed and manuscript, in the Persan, Marathi, Hindi, English
and French languages that can throw any light on the pro-
vince's pag during the period chosn. In addition to bono wing
all my MSS. bearing on the subject, he has procured photo-
datic copies of the other necessary M SS. in the British Museum
and India Office, which were wanting in my collection. With
immense labour he has critically sfted and then pieced together
a large numbe of minute details from the Persian atyihéarat and
offidal letter-books (all unprinted) and recondructed the higory
of many an unknown episode and period of the provincial
hisory. To this he has added his intimate knowledge of the
topography and genealogy of Malwa, which no outsder can
equal. The reallt is a sudy at once intendve, accurate and
exhaugive

Beddes throwing true light on many names of places and
princes, this book makes two very important corrections in the
known higory of the province : he has condusvey proved that
Girdhar Bahadur and Day a Bahadur were both killed on the
same day and in the same battle, and that the Hindi Mandloi
letters are a pure fabrication. His sedtions on the economic
condition, sodial changes and culture of the province supply a
very important and interesting dement which is usually ignored
by our ressarch sudents This book is as readable as it is
packed with learning, and | fed sure that it will gand forth as
a modd and exemplar for other provincial higories of India
in future.

JADUNATH SARKAR.
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MALWA IN TRANSITION

A CENTURY OF ANARCHY

CHAPTER |

MALWA AT THE CLOSE OF THE
17TH CENTURY.

The 18th century is rightly known in Indian
higory as a dark age, a century of anarchy. The
anarchy was rampant not merdy in affairs political,
but alo in matters cultural and social. The old
dructure was definitdy crumbling away. Even a
disntereted onlooker like Manucci felt: "1t looks
as if everything was being made ready for some
remarkable revolution."* There were no sgns of
remaking. In reality the century may be called a
century of revolution. The socda and cultural
map of India was completely changed. Many an old
political entity was wiped off from the map of India.
The efacement of M alwa as a geographical, political
and, above all, adminidrative unit was com-
plete, and a hisorian, writing at the beginning of
the 19th century, talked of "Central India" and

! Manued, 111, p249.



Geogra-
phical.

MALWA IN TRANSITION

not of Malwa.® Yet to the sudent of Indian higory
of the 18th century Malwa was a factor not to
be ignored. The province of M alwa, as one of the
component parts of the Mughal Empire, had a
definite geographical boundary and its adminigtrative
machinery, though medieval in form, was quite in
line with that of all the other provinces of the Empire.
More than all this, it had a higory behind it. The
beginning of the change can be marked from the
year 1698, which heralds the commencement of a
new epoch nat only in the higory of Malwa but also
in the geography of the province.

In 1695 the subah of Malwa comprissed within
its limits 12 sarfyars and 309 mahals, but by 1697,
a dight change was effected, the sarkar of Bijagarh
having been tranderred to the subah of Burhanpur.
The province now comprised 11 sarfyars and 250
pargandhs only.? These 11 sartyars were, Ujjain,

! Malcolm, I, pp.vi-vii.

2 Khulasat (p.34a) mentions Bijagarh as one of the
sarkdrs of Malwa. The territory is now comprised in the
Nemad district of Indore State. (Indore Gaz, |, pp.413-4;
India of Aurangzib, p.xxvi; Manucci, ||, pp.413-4.)

The change seems to have continued even afterwards.
Chahar does not mention it also (1720), pp.80a, 80b; India
of Aurangzb, pp.lix, 141-2.



MALWA AT THE CLOSE OF THE 17TH CENTURY

Raisin, Chanderi, Sarangpur, Ma&ndu, Handia,
Gagron, Kotri Paraya, Garh, Mandesor and
Nandurbar.! The Narmada in the south, the Betwa
in the ez and the Chambal in the north-west roughly
marked its boundaries. The provinces of Kanthal
and Bagad sgparated Malwa from Rgjputana and
Gujrat,? while the tract known as Hadoti formed
the edremes limit on the north-west. Bundekhand
and Gondwana sunounded M alwa on the eastern and
south-eesern sde. The country within the province
was mainly a plateau, with alluvial tracts scattered
all ove the land. The jungle was aso dense in
many places, big game was abundant all over the
country and even dephants could be encountered in
Malwa. The cdimate was temperate, the nights of

In Chahar there are dight differencess Nandurbar
appears as Shahbad, which, according to Sarkar, may be a
copyig's mistake; Garh is the same as Kanauj mentioned in
A'in containing 57 mahals, one of them being named Garh.
Khulasat gives Kobhri for Kotri Parayal Jarrett's A'in, ||,
p. 197; Chalar, p. 80b; Sujan Rai, p. 34a; India of Aurangzb,
pp.lix n., Ix, 57 n., 142 n.

2 Bagad comprised the Guhil Sates of BanswadJ and
Dungarpur, Kanthal of Parfabgarh. Both these terms mean
a hedge Over all these States Mewdd claimed right of
suzerainty, though not accepted by the Mughal Emperors.
Partabgarh extends even into Malwa.

3
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the ammer in Malwa beng smply ddightful ; it
was not an unenviable gpat in the Empire.

The province could claim many big cities also,
not merdy big trade centres but aso some like
Ujjain with a higory behind them. The chief cities
were Ujjain, Chanderi, Dhar, Mandu, Garh
(Mandal), Sironj, Narwar, Koftah and Mandesor.
The whole country was traversed by trade routes,
with arrangements made for the travelers on the main
roads’

The province had been a centre of culture
and civilization for centuries For a century and a
quarter it enjoyed the protection and patronage of
the Mughals, and Malwa received its due share of
the progerity which enriched the Mughal Empire.
The roads that passed through M alwa were military
roads as well as trade routes The indudrial activi-
ties of the province received an added impetus from
thee routes The European traders, who had
sttled on the wedern coad, generaly travelled by
Malwa routes. During the rains it was closed, due
to the many rivers that had to be crossed, but the

! Manucci, | ., p.68; Chaher, pp.12(M21b.

In the various routes traced by Sarkar on the bads of the
road book of Chahiar, there are mentioned many serais forming
stopping places, where no town nor village existed near-about.

India of Aurangzb, pp. xcii-cxv, 168-171.
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MALWA AT THE CLOSE OF THE 17TH CENTURY

other route through Ahmedabad, though more direct
and always open, was only resorted to in the rainy
seasn in cae of great hecessty as " thergasthrough
whose territories the traveller had to pass (while on
that route), generally interfered with trade and
claimed that the goods ought to pass their territory
and that the cugoms should be paid."* Tavernier
mentions an exchange house at Sronj (in Malwa)
which would give leters of exchange for Surat at
the rate of 3% .7

Indugtrially Malwa occupied the first rank
among the Mughal subahs after Gujrat.®> " Cloth of
thefinest texture was woven here. "* "' There is made
at Sironj", sys Tavernier, "a desription of muslin,
which is 0 fine that when it is on the peson you
se all the in as though it were uncovered. The
merchants are allowed to export it and the governor
snds all of it for the great Mughal's sraglio and
for the principal courtiers. This it is of which the
Sultanas and the wives of the great nobles make
for themsdves shifts and garments for the hot weather

! Manucd, | ., Introduc. Ivii-lviii, Chep. XVI11.
2 .
Tavernier, | ., p.36.
3 Aurangzib, V., p.380.
* Jarrett: Ain., 11., p. 195; India of Aurangzb, p.Ixi.
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MALWA IN TRANSITION

and the king and nobles enjoy seeing them wearing
those fine shifts and cause them to dance in them."!

Malwa was famous for its coloured cloth too,
which it produced in abundance? It was known as
chintz and was exported to foreign countries also.
These calicoes were made in many places, but those
made and printed at Sironj were the mog famous. It
was said that the calicoes dyed in Sironj did not
merely look lively, but their colour would appear
all the more beautiful the more they were washed.
This speciality was attributed to the water of the
river, which pases by Sironj, and specially when
they were washed in its disturbed waters® The
chintz made in Malwa was exported to Persia in
large quantities, where it was used by the common
people for their dresses, bed-covers and table-cloths.
It was all the more popular among the females there,
and the manufacturers in Sironj made it to order to
it the taste and cusoms of the place. It was

! Tavernier, | ., pp.36-7.

It is not clear whether the State maintained any State
factory at Sironj, the nearest being at Burhanpur. The officials
were ordered to watch the local indudries and to 9end its best
products to the Court. Other nobles too patronized these
indugtries. Manucci, | 1., p.431; Mughal Adminis., p.187-90.

2 Manucdi, | 1., p.425.

® Tavernier, | ., p.56; | | ., pp.29-30.

6



MALWA AT THE CLOSE OF THE 17TH CENTURY

exported to Turkey also.® The trade in this cloth
was in the hands of the Armenian traders, who
dwelt there, but many times European traders
also came there to do business in cloth.? These
chintz were sold at from 20 to 60 rupees the corge
or there-about.?

"Malwa wasrich in agricultural wealth (too)—
producing large quantities of the higher crops, such
as opium, sugar-cane, grapes, musk, meons and
betel-leaf."* While crosing the province Tavernier
met with fields of wheat and rice, which strongly
reminded him of the French fieds at Beausse’®
"Both crops of the year", says Sujan Rai, "grow
excellently, wheat, poppy, sugar-cane, mango, melon
and grape grow well. In some places, especially
Hasilpur (in sar\ar Mandu), the vine bears fruit
thrice in the year. Nandurbar was also famous for
grapes. Betel grows wonderfully well."® Melons
of Malwa used to be served on the table of the
Emperors as also on those of great nobles at the

tavernier,|.,p56;11.,p5.
2 Manucdi, | ., p.68.

% Tavernier, I | ., p.5.
4 Aurangzb, V., p.380.
® Tavernier, | ., p.57.

® Khufasat, p.34a; India of Aurangzib, p.56.
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MALWA IN TRANSITION

court, where large supplies were sent! Fine
tamarinds were a speciality of the Bijagarh sarkar?
Salt was also manufactured in Malwa.®

Beautiful foregsrich in natural products covered
large tracts of the provincee Manucci writes of
having come across inaccessble mountains, with
numerous beautiful trees and traversed by crystal
sreams* Thejungles of Bijagarh, Hindid and Garh
were noted for sheltering wild eephants® In the
jungles of Dhar there were big long bamboos. Lac
was made in Dhar and lac-makers wer e often required
there for the purpose®

During the firg century of Mughal rule in
Malwa the province reached the height of its pros
perity in the middle of the 17th century, the pro-
vincial revenues collected in 1654 amounted to
Rs. 1,39,32,933/ which was the highest ever
realized and recorded. It was practically double
the figure given in the A'in-i-Akbm, which was

! Nawazish, pp.2b, 3a.

% India of Aurangzib, p.Ixi.

¥Manucd, | | ., p.430.

* Khulasat, p.34a.

® India of Aurangzib, pp.Ixi, 56.

¢ Nawazish, p.2%.

" Dastur-ul-Amal in India of Aurangzb, pp.ix, Xxix.
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MALWA AT THE CLOSE OF THE 17TH CENTURY

Rs. 60,17,136.' The war of succesion of 1658
had its own effect, but in 1697 the income sood
at Rs. 99,06,250.2 The provincé was once again
enjoying a period of comparative peace, and in
1700 it reached ancther high watermark of
Rs. 1,02,08,667.> The progerity was, howeveT,
o to end* The exe with which the sudden
dropsin the revenue disappear ed showsthe prosperous

Y Jarrett: Alin, 11., p. 197; India of Aurangzib, pp.xxxlii,
tX.

2 Manucci, 1., p.413.

® Dastur-ul-Amal, MS. C. in India of Aurangzb,
Pp-XXXii, iX.

* A comparative statement of changes in revenue is given
below :—

1665—Rs. 91,62,500. (Bernier, p.457) 9 Sar. 190 Parga.

1695—Rs. 92,25425. (Khulasat, p.34a) 12 Sar. 309

Mahals.

1697—Rs. 99,06,250. (Manucci, I1., p.413) 11 Sar. 250
Parga.

1700—Rs. 1,02,08,667. (Dastur-ul-Amal) 12 Sar. 117
Mahals.

1707—Rs. 1,00,97,541. (Ramucio in Harris, Voyages).

1707—Rs. 1,00,99,516. (Jagjivan Dé&s Guijrati).

Manucci, 11., p.413. He takes the figure from Jagjivan
Das Gu)réti's '"Muntukhub-ut-Tawarikh' (Br. Mus. Add. MS.
No. 26,253, fol. 51 et seq.) which gives it on the basis of
estimates prepared for Bahadur Shah in 1707.

1720-Rs. 90,04,593. (Chahar, p.79) 11 Sar. 259 Mahals.
India of Aurangzib, pp.lix, ix, pp.56, 141.
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condition of Malwa during the dosng years of the
17th century.

The grategical importance of M alwa was very
great. It was the link which joined North India
with South India. All the military routes to the
Deccan pasad through it, so as the routes to
Gujrat and to the saports on the western coad.
For driking at R&jputana, Gondwana or Berar,
Malwa afforded an excellent military base® The
importance of Malwa increased with Aurangzib's
wars in the Deccan. Aurangzib had, therefore,
made it a point to appoint to its governorship ether
ome prince of the Royal blood or some mod trusted
officer 2 This importance was to grow in the period
that followed. When Aurangzib wasfightingin the
Deccan and the Marathas began ther aggressve
policy, they began to attack M alwa, in order to cut
df the communication between the Royal camp and
Northern India. After Aurangzib's death the
Mughal capital again shifted back to the North.
Soon, however, the fall of the Empire was presaged
by two movements viz, to carve out new kingdoms
out of the declining Empire and to edablish the

! Aurangzb, V., p.38L
2 Manuod, 11, p430.
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MALWA AT THE CLOSE OF THE 17TH CENTURY

Marat ha supremacy. Each party tried to control
Malwa to achieve its own aim. T he effects were very
dissdrous and far-reaching. The drategical im-
portance of Malwa increased in the 18th century
because of anarchy.

Malwa was never fully dominated by the
Muslims, even though it was once ruled over by the
independent Muslim kings of Malwa. Specially in
the later days of that local Sultanate the Hindu
domination was rather a rule than an exception;
Basant Rai was long a miniger, while the Rajputs
too held dominant postion for long. The popula-
tion was predominantly Hindu. It was composed
of more than one element. There was the original
cultivating class with other smilar Hindu eements.
The original aboriginal tribes also lived there,
Bhils, and Minas in the western and north-
western regions, Gonds in the southern tracts, while
there were many tribes smilar to the gypses, which
had no settled home. The Jats were settled in the
north and north-western areas. The Rajput society
of this period was cut into two diginct divisons.
First, there were those Rajputs who had established
themsdves in Malwa, when the Rajputs dominated
the whole of India (in the 7th and 8th centuries),
or those who had retired to these tracts when the

11
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MALWA IN TRANSITION

first rush of the Mudlims in India swept many of the
Rajputs chiefs from the north. These Rajputs had
log their touch with those of Rajputana; they had
made Malwa their home, its problems were ther
problems, and above all, its kingdom was ther
own kingdom; they practically identified themseves
with Malwa. Many of these races maintained
touch with the fighting races of the locality, and
thus became intermixed with them. They were the
landholders when the Mughals established their
control over Malwa. Many of them continued to
hold land even later. There, however, grew up
many intermixed races, such as the Bhilalds and
Sondhids! who were found practically over the
whole of M dlwa, specially in the central and southern
regions. Many of thexe early Rajput races con-
tinued to guard the purity of their blood and were
acknowledged as such by a certain section. In 1698,
there was, however, another st of Rajputs in
Malwa, who dassed themsdves as true Rajputs
of the pureg blood and as such purer than those of
the firs set. This st condsed of those Rajputs
who came from the Royal families of R&putang,
who had served the Mughals very faithfully, had

Malcolm, I ., pp.511-516.

12
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proved their mettle and were rewarded with grants
of land in Malwa. These Rajput grandees brought
their relatives, friends and dependents with them in
Malwa and founded States, many of which exist to
this day. Connected as these Rajputs were with
the ruling families of R&jputana, to whom history has
given importance and who enjoyed power due to the
Imperial favour, these Rajput Princes and their
circle of society became dictators in the social matters
of the Rajput race in Malwa. They had only
recently been introduced into the political and social
life of M &lwa and, though politically not very firmly
rooted there, they enjoyed great influence in the
province.

In addition to all these, there was the Muslim
element in the population. The Afghans had
scattered throughout M alwa, but they had mainly
settled in different centres, while the Mughal element
was limited to big towns only, or to places where
there were outposts of the government.* In number
they all formed a very small minority.

Constituted as the population was of such
diverse elements, the firm rule of the Mughals gave
a peaceful and uneventful administration to the

! Mughal Adminis., pp.55-6.

13
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province till the near end of the 17th century;
exceptions there were but very rare! With the
beginning of the new century this long period of
peace ended. The digurbing factors in the province
itself were not wanting. " The undeveloped primi-
tive races," says Sir Jadunath Sarkar, "which had
taken refuge in out-of-the-way corners and among
the hills and jungles, were too uncivilized and too
much divided to count for anything, though in mere
number they formed the larget substratum of the
population."? In times of anarchy, however, they
were capable of taking advantage of the gtuation
and making life and property quite unsafe. The Jats
and the Gonds were tribes which could be kept
subdued only by means of a drong hand; fermenta-
tion in both these tribes was going on in 1698, which
was re to affect Malwa. "Any disturbance in
Berar or Gondwana, Bundelkhand or the eagtern
Rajput States would immediately spread by contagion
toMalwa."'®* In Malwa itsdlf the old s&t of Rajputs
and Afghans supplied enough material to increase
the digurbances. These Rajputs felt their own
humiliation, their loss of lands and independence.

! Aurangzib, V., p.382.
2 Aurangzib, V., p.380.
% Aurangzb, V., p.381.
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The Afghans too felt the same thing, and they joined
in all digurbances in Malwa, not caring in the least
to think whether they were helping the Rajputs or
the Marathas; to them even that puritan Emperor
appeared to be an enemy. Their oppodtion and
reentment was all centred againg the Imperial
authorities.

The new s of Rajputs and ther newly-
granted landed-estates supplied the necessary factor
of stability and support to the Empire. They were
the cregtions of the Mughal Empire, and as such
very rarely good up in oppodtion to the Imperial
authority. It can well be aserted that the estab-
lishment of these States and the creation of these new
landed intereds in Malwa was the outcome of a
definite policy of the Mughal to create buffers
between the South and the North,—buffers, which
would always be true to the Empire. They even
srved as cheks on other turbulent Sates of
Rajputarra, which did not always sand in obedience
to the Empire. The creation of Kotah as a full-
fledged State marks the beginning of this policy.

But thee Sates had their weak pointstoo. In
many cases the descendants of those brave founders
turned out to be weak men. In other States which
had been founded in the lag years of Aurangzib's
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reign—and the number of such States was the greatest
in Malwa—the founders as well as ther early
descendants did not get enough time to organize their
States nor to secure their hold over the lands and the
people within the State, as they were kept busy in
the distant South with the Imperial army. And
the States, yet unorganized and unstrengthened, could
least help the Empire in times of disorder, for they
had first to grapple with the question of their own
existence. Thus alone can the secret of the utter
failure of the Imperial authorities in Malwa be
explained. The States helped the Empire as long
asthey hoped that the Empire would win in the end,
but when the utter break-up of the Empire became
evident, they began to think of making their own
position safe, and the Imperial forces were thus left
to fight single-handed against the Marathas invading
from the Deccan and their helpmates in the province
itsdlf.

Hence the province was full of all those dis
cordant factors and weaknesses which could make it
the mogt turbulent in the Empire. During the first
century of Mughal rule the province was the midway
station for the armies moving towards the South and
back, but for the lag twenty-five years the armies
of the Empire had mainly been concentrated in the
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South. To add to that, the forces of disorder which
had been disturbing the fringes of the province could
not yet be put down succeﬁsfully,_ which greatly
reduced the prestige of the Imperial forces. The
policy of religious fanaticism enforced by Aurangzib
caused much heart-burning among the common Hindu
population. The administration had, on the other
hand, been getting weaker. The decline was
apparent in Malwa too. "The new dasses of
subeddrs and jaujdars were too low in rank and
armed strength to repress them."? It was a vicious
circle from which there was no way out. The income
of all the officers including the governors also, was
dwindling even on paper, and it was not possible to
gain anything even from the landholders. This
diminished income forced the governors to keep
fewer men in their pay. "Except some, who had
ancestral estates, viz, Rao Dalpat, Ramsingh Hada
and Jai Singh Kachhrawah," says Sir Jadunath, "I
have not come across a single noble, who kept even

a thousand troopers in his contingent."®> Malwa was

L Fight in Ujjain, April 1670, Akhbarat, 13th year,
Shegt 17. Amin-i-Jaziyad killed in Ratlam, Akhbarat—June,
8, 9, 1695. Aurangzb, I I'1, pp.321-2.

2 Aurangzib, V, pp.10-11, 451-2; Bhimsen, |1, pp.I39a,
140a.

® Aurangzb, V, 453-4.
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no exception; and with additional troubles in the
years to come the whole sysem of provincial adminis-
tration was to prove a failure® Mughal rule had
failed to create any nationality in Malwa; on the
other hand, it had destroyed what little of it was
there. The province had evidently soon to face a
sweeping flood, for which it was the least prepared.

**No person,” says Sujan Rai, "whether a
peasant, baniya, artisan, skilled mechanic or any

other, is without a weapon of war." ?

Hindu society
was divided into four divisons with many more sub-
divisons and sub-cases which not merely made it
more complex, but rigid too. The Brahmans had
ceased to poses their former domination over the
Hindu society in general, and even more signally
over the Rajputs, who generally dominated the whole
social life of the province. Their economic condi-
tion was also not good, nor were they very learned,
many were not proficient in religious rites too.’

Ujjain, however, was still a great religious centre,

! Aurangzb, V, p.452.

2 Khulassat, p.34a; India of Aurangzb, pp.Ixi, 56.

® This section is mainly bassd on Malcolm's Memoirs
(Vol. I') with due omission of the facts that were introduced by
the Maratha domination. Malcolm, |1, p. 124.
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and, even though in ruins, it continued to attract
pilgrims.* ]

‘The chief points of difference between the two
sts of Rajput society have already been mentiond.
It may be added that the recently immigrated Rajputs
did not intermarry nor did they take to agriculture,
as was the case with the other s& of local Rajputs.
Even as late as the beginning of the 18th century,
Sir John Malcolm felt that the features of the
Rajputs of the former class could distinctly be
marked as quite foreign to M&alwa. Their chief
occupation was fighting. Their head-dress and other
dreses greatly resembled the court-dress of the
Mughal Emperors. The Rajputs ladies strictly
observed the purdah. The use of opium was not
limited to children only, but was prevalent among all
other dasses too.> Their favourite pastime in times
of peace was hunting. They brought with them
from Rajputarma many of the festivities (i.e., Akshaya
Tritiya) and introduced them into Malwa. The
attachment of these new st of Rajputs to Rajputana
was so great that wherever they settled they practi-
cally colonized the place. The influence of the

! Manucci, |1, p.430; India of Aurangzb, p.ix.
2 Malcolm, 11, pp.127-8, 140, 144, 146, 147, 150-151;
Khulasat, p.34a; India of Aurangzb, pp.Ixi, 56.
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bards who form more than one clan, viz, Bhats,
Charans, Raos, etc., was great on the Rajputs.
They were not merdy higorians, but also the cuso-
dians of the military traits and valour of the Rajputs;
they accorded praise to all good deeds and cenaure
to wrong acts.

Even the Bhilalas and the Sondhias, though
bound to the soil, kept up ther military traditions.
“They were cultivators or plunderers, according to
the grength or weskness of the government over them,
but they had always a tendency to predatory war,
and cherished its habit even when obliged to subsg
by agriculture* The other local Rajputs, though
they continued to be landholders and were quite
powerful, were not treated on terms of equality by the
new immigrants. The main difficulty lay in ther
relation being one of rulers and the ruled. But the
period to follow was to begin the dow proces
of amalgamation, when the local Rajputs began to
supply the fighting forces to save the exigence of the
new immigrants.

The trading dasss were of two types, there
were those who like Banjaras moved from place to
place and formed the chief source of communication

! Malcolm, I 1, pp. 127-8, 150, 131-9, 153,

20



MALWA AT THE CLOSE OF THE 17TH CENTURY

and the main means of transport. There were
baniyas too, who had their own banking sysem and
carried on the trade of the province. They mosly
beonged to the Jain religion, while many were
Hindus, adhering to the Vaishnava sect.! There
was one more important dass of society which was
of a very recent growth only, viz, the Kayasthas.
They supplied the Persan-knowing derks of the
States and by their keen intellect became the kegpers
of the land-revenue and other records in the province?
Many times this dass supplied a sries of minigers
and adminigrators to the newly formed States.

The province was undergoing a definite change
at this time and hence there are no traces of any
great literary or artigtic efort at thistime. Supporters
of the fine arts and the higher indincts were wanting
at this period. Education was carried on by private
enterprise® The fanatical rdigious policy of the
Emperor did not greatly disurb the local society, and
the records do not give acocount of any tenson between
the Hindus and the Mudims over rdigious affairs.
There were many rdigious and superditious beliefs
and usages which were equally shared by the

1Mdodmll pp.152, 1602
Mdodm I, pp. 166-7.
8 Macdm, | I/, pp. 190-L
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followers of both rdigions. The Holt festival was
practically cdebrated by Mudims also! Savery
was found in Malwa, but was generaly resricted
to femaes and was a spedality of the Rajputs
and the Mudims, who generally nesded it.> The
suttee was common among the highe Hindu cages
0 a was female infanticide which was generally
limited to the Rajputs. The practice of sdf-
immolation on edal fedivities was to be found
among the lower dases Bdief in witch-craft pre-
vailed in Malwa to an exraordinary degree?
Dancing girls were to be found in the large centres
of the province Ropedancas and like people
supplied amusament to the villages”

The Mudim population was mainly congituted
of those whose converson was forced upon them or
had been bought about in the early days of Mudim
rule. These converts not merdy retained the Hindu
practices but alo Hindu names and old tribal
diffrences  Many of thee were cultivators by
professon’ Those who had taken to the military

1 Malcdm, 11, pp. 1945,

Malcom, 11, pp. 199201

3 Malcom, |1, pp.207, 208-10, 212-218.
* Malcom, |1, pp. 1957.

®> Malcoim, 11, pp. 108110,
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professon were only recent immigrants like the
Multanis, or Afghans, who maintained their military
character. They generally lived in the towns or
ought service. Many took to trade also, and many
Muslim traders came from distant places for its sake

Soon, however, a few factors appeared on the
political horizon of Malwa, which were as to revo-
lutionize the congitution of society. The Maratha
inroads and, later, their conquest greatly influenced the
economic life of Mdlwa as well as its adminigrative
system.

"Macdm, I 1, pp. 113114
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CHAPTER 11

MALWA DURING THE LAST DECADE OF
AURANGZIB'S REIGN (169ft—1707)

SECTION |I.—THE EPOCH BEGINNING IN 1698 :
THE NEW PERIOD AND ITS KEYNOTE.

For forty years Aurangzib had been ruling
the Empire. " To an extraordinary degree hard-
working, active, moral, and inspired by a snse of
duty, the Emperor had denied himsdf pleasure and
repose, stedled his heart againg the seduction of the
snss and the appeals of pity and human weakness
and governed his people according to the best of
ideals of his age and creed." By 1681 Aurangzib
seemed to have attained the summit of human happi-
nes and glory. Every enemy was removed from his
path, the whole Empire obeyed his command, the
absorption of Bijapur and Golkonda appeared inevi-
table,—and the wealth and culture of the Empire
were increasing from the peace and order that his
firm and vigilant rule had ensured to the country.
But soon after the Emperor found that the situation in
the Deccan was complicated by the revolt of Prince
Akbar, who now joined the Marathas, already rising
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in their oppostion to the Empire. He crossad the
Narmada for the lagt time in 1681 and the next
twenty-six years of his life, which were a0 the lagt
twenty-six years of his reign, he gpent in tents in the
South.

There in the Deccan the Emperor wore out the Aurangzb
revenues of the Empire, its army, its organized ad- ﬁrﬂﬁagﬁaa
ministration and his days too in an unending and 168
fruitless struggle.  The two Muslim kingdoms had
fallen; but the Marathas till remained unsubdued.
Rajaram, the second son of Shivaji, was crowned as
the Maratha king after his eder brother,
Shambh3ji's execution; Shéahu, son of Shambh3ji,
was then in Mughal captivity. R&garam had fled
away from Maharastra and was upto 1697 shdter-
ing behind the walls of Jinji, which was being
beseged by the Mughal forces. At this time there
was no organized oppostion in Maharastra; this lack
of organization only multiplied the difficulties
of Aurangzib. It now became a people's war and
every Maratha captain gathered together his own
retainers and other adherents and raided different
quarters of the Empire on his own account. In
January, 1698, the Mughals captured the fort of
Jinji. Rajaram, however, escaped to Maharastra,
the Maratha forces once again gathered together
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under one man's leadship, and the Mughal forces
became active in Konkan.

As Aurangzib became more and more entan-
gled in the Deccan with Maratha affairs, his
local agents in northern and central India grew
weaker and more helpless. Chhatra Sal Bundela
was achieving brilliant triumphs over the Mughal
forces by capturing Kalinjar, Dhamuni and plunder-
ing Bhilsa. The range of his raids was gradually
extending. Bakht Buland had raised the standard
of revolt in Deogarh and was trying his luck. His
territories lay adjoining to Malwa on its south-
western border. Malwa had become the happy
hunting ground of these foreign invaders from these
neighbouring countries. They provided the nucleus
round which the lawless men of Malwa assembled.
Though the internal regions of the province were
more or les peaceful and had so far enjoyed un-
eventful administration, the troubles on the outskirts
had begun to react on the central regions too.

The year 1698 marks an epoch not only in the
history of India but also in that of Malwa. " After
Rdjaram's return home from Jinji (in 1698)**
observes Sir Jadunath Sarkar, " began a movement
which was destined in less than fifty years to com-
pletely change the political history of the province [of
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Malwa]."* In 1699 Aurangzib, an old man of
eighty-two, decided to conduct the"war in person and
capture the Maratha forts one after another and thus
to uproot the Maratha power completely. The
Marathas on the other hand, were reviving feudalism
in their polity, first for defence and later for the
expansion of their kingdom. The struggle between
the weakened Mughal Empire, now on its decline,
and the Maratha power, bubbling with enthusiasm
aroused by the newly revived feudalism, is the
keynote of the first phase of this century of anarchy.
In the struggle the Mughal power is thoroughly
beaten, ousted, and the Marathas come to dominate
Malwa. Therethey plant their own feudal institutions
and give the feudal remains of the Mughal empirein
Malwa their permanency. This establishment of
divided power, clashing interests and retention and
strengthening of the opposing elements marks the new
epoch. Its bitter result,—the internal struggles and
the disorders in the province,—followed this early
stage in the second phase of the transition.

Thevyear 1698 bringsto an end the long period Eggogf

of peace and prosperity in Malwa. It also closes prospérity

the century of united Malwa under Mughal rule. gfndleji?vl\,%

! Aurangzb, V, p.382.
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The Mughal Empire was weakening and the forces
of anarchy and disruption were gaining strength. In
the province itsef there was no possbility of the
rise of any central force which could take the place
of the falling Mughal Empire. The Mughals had
crushed down all those people who could possibly
have proved to be their saviour at this time. Thus,
there was no united power, State or group of people
in Malwa which could form a nucleus in the
unification of Malwa or give Malwa unity
when the Empire was finally collapsing. The
Rajput policy of the Mughals led to the plantation
of a new group of Rajputs in Malwa, but they
were not yet strongly enough planted there to become
the bulwark of the Mughal Empire in its falling
days. The Rajputs brought with them their disinte-

' grating tendencies too. Their hold over their own

lands was not strong enough, nor were they extensive
enough to give them power and position in the affairs
of the province. The introduction of the Rajput
element in M alwa brought about a new complication
in the provincial affairs, as these newly planted
princes looked to the Princes of Rajputana for help
and guidance. This dependence increased due to
the lack of any great personality in Malwa during
this period. Jai Singh alone filled this gap and for
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twenty years or more, openly or secretly, guided
the internal movements and intrigues of the province.

The situation of the province, of its landhold- Finandal

. N difficulties

ersand of the Empire, too, was weakened and became |ts influence
worse on account of the financial stringency that pre- o0 Palitics
vailed in the province throughout this new period.
The influence of this stringency on the politics of
the province was great. The central government
could not help and the provincial government could
not keep the requisite military equipment and forces.
Whenever any provincial governor thought of being
very exacting as regards the Imperial dues, the land-
holders thought and hoped that it was cheaper to keep
theraiders (the Marathas) satisfied than to support the
provincial machinery. They naturally supported the
cause of the Marathas. This very financial stringency
was to lead to the adhesion at first and opposition
after 1743 of the Rajput and other landholders in
Malwa to the Marathas.

But the Marathas too could not supply the gchtehgailure
required central force to the affairs of M alwa, nor Marahasto
: . . gveMawa
could they give the province peace, prosperity and peace,
unity. The feudalism of the Marathas disrupted %ﬁgﬁy
their own forces and so long as they were busy with gelgfrequ"ﬂj
affairs outside the province, the defects of their force

system and the failure of their policy did not become
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apparent. Thus, the rise of a number of powers
among these conquerors, each practically semi-
independent and all tied together by that very weak
thread called the overlordship of the Peshwa,
completely destroyed what little remnants of the
unity of the Mughal times were left. The new
conquerars found that the various figfs and zamin-
darts of the Mughal times had become more or les
full-fledged States during this period of transition,
and they accepted the sate of affairs as it existed,
save where later events and transactions modified
the situation.

Thus the chief characterigtic of the whole period
of trangtion was the breakdown of the unifying
factors and the rise of anarchical tendencies. The
failure of the Marathas to put down these tendencies
led to their own fall asthe supreme power in M alwa.
The first phase of the period of transtion, which
this volume proposss to deal with, saw the break-
down of all the unifying factors. The defeat of
the Marathas at the battle of Panipat saw the break-
down of unity among the Marathas themsdves; the
bond that kept ther own disintegrating forces under
control visibly weakened. The second phase saw
the undoing of the Marathas consequent upon ther
failure in the first phase
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SECTION 2.—MALWA AND ITS GOVERNORS
(1698—1707).

The lagt nine years of Aurangzib's rule form a TheUnity

period by themsdves With the beginning of the
year 1698, a new movement began in the Deccan,
but it did not change the Stuation all at once. These
nine years saw the beginning of various new tenden-
cdes which, though indgnificant and temporary in
outward appearance at the time, gradually proved
to be the forerunne's of consderable movements
The Great Mughal still dominated the affairs of the
Indian Empire. Therevolt of Chhatra Sal was not
new to the period; it had been going on for twenty
years and more. There were some Maratha
invadons of the province, which did not result in
any conquedt at that time. The Maratha power had
receved a s#t-back by the untimdy death of
Rajaram in 1700. Shahu was ill in Mughal
captivity. The dforts of Tara Bai, though opening
a new vison before the Maratha generals, could not
create a grong nation out of them. This weakness
of the Maratha power at this time becomes all the
more apparent from the lull that followed the rdease
of Shahu in 1707. Thus, though the Marathas
could not achieve any great results during this period,
they showed the weak point in the Mughal power,
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where it could be hit with advantage. Again the
other important and notable fact of this period is
the beginning of the internal digurbances and
troubles which greatly weakned the Mughal power
in the province and were to pave the way for the
Maratha conquest in the years to come. The spirit
of anarchy becomes rampant and though it does not
become evident in the period that immediately
followed, being once aroused, it held on, and as
oon as the Maratha invasons were revived after
1719, Malwa became aflame and the Imperial
government found it impossble to oppose the
Maratha forces which had numerous supporters and
friends in the province itsef. Thus, the touch with
Malwa of the Maratha invaders and the beginning
of the spirit of anarchy mark the whole period. The
adminigrative weakness in the province made matters
Worse  This spirit of anarchy was to weaken the
postion of those people too, who had their landed
interests in the province and were ardent supporters
of the Empire. The sad of all these troubles of
the future was sown during the last nine years of
Aurangzib's reign. After his death there followed
a period of ancther nine years during which there
was a comparative lull in the affairs of the province;
the seed lay germinating, unseen, below the soil.
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In 1698 Mukhtiyar Khan, the father-in-law of g;ﬁkl?ﬁﬂr

Prince Bidar Bakht, was the governor of Malwa.
He was appointed to this post in the 41st year of
the reign (sometime between March 24, 1697
and March 12, 1698). He continued to hold this
office till 1701, when Abu Nasar Khan succeeded
him.' It was during Mukhtiyar Khan's governorship
that Ratan Singh, son of Gopal Singh Chandrawat,
was converted to Islam and the series of troubles
between the father and the son began, which
continued even after the death of Aurangzib. The
revolt of Chhatra Sal continued unabated and Bakht
Bui and disturbed the province when he passed
through it with his horde of rebels. The Marathas
invaded M alwa for thefirsttime under the leadership
of Krishnaji Sawant and were allowed to return
unmolested.

Abu Nasar Khan was one of the sons of
Shaiyasta K hadn, who had figured prominently in the
early years of the reign. He was known as
Shaiyasta Khan | | . He had already served for seven
years (1690-97) as governor of Kashmir, where he
was noted for his attempts to enrich himself by
levying illegal cesss, in addition to his legitimate

"Manucd, 111, pp.l94n.3, 1945 M.A., p.442; M .U., I,
pp.246-7; 111, p.656.

3 3

1697-1701.

Abu-Nasar
Khan,
Shaiyagta
Khah™ 1.
1701—

Augud,
1704.



Bidar
Bakht :
Aug. 3,
1704
—April,
1706.

MALWA IN TRANSITION

dues® He enjoyed the honour of being a 2%

hazari and commanded 1,000 horsemen. He
was appointed in the middle of the year 1701,
when he was given a promotion of %
hazari and command of 1,500 horsemen? The
troubles with Chhatra Sal had subsided for the time
being, but the revolt of Gopal Singh was still going
on. The invason of the Marathas was repeated
more than once, and it was the Maratha raid of
1703-4, which finally led to his dismissal. W eak,
dissolute and greedy, he dared not face the raiders,
remained sheltering within the fort of Ujjain, and
thus could be of no help to the Imperial armies
pursuing the invaders under Firuz Jang. The
Emperor peremptorilly dismisssd him from the
governorship.®

Aurangzib firg thought of giving the governor-
ship to his own grandson Bidar Bakht, who at firg
hesitated. For some time the Emperor was in a
fix; he even had a mind to appoint Nawdzish Khan,
the degraded jaujdar of Md&ndu, who was now
restored to favour. But, finally the Emperor appointed

! Aurangzib, V, pp.419-20.

ZM.A., p.442.

3 Akhbarai, Feb. 3, 1704; Kdiméat T. fol.44a, 55a; M .A.,
p.483.
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the prince to the govanorship on August 3.
The Prince had proved himsdf a brave and
ilful general. He was already the govenor of
Aurangabad and continued to hold the appointment
even now.”> His governorship of nineteen months in
Malwa was full of activity for the Prince. He had to
move from Malwa to Khandesh or vice versa as the
gtuation demanded. Every time the treasures from
the northern provinces reached Agra on transt, the
Prince was called upon to make speda arrangements
for their exort through Malwa and Khandesh and
to save them from the Maratha depredations® The
Prince had to put down the local troubles of Bhils
and Kolis of Nemad and cther didricts in Malwa
and thoxe adjoining it in the south. These rigngs
were the outcome of the Maratha invason of the
previous year.* The zamindar of Awasgarh (now

! Inayetullah, fol.l9a, 132b, 134b, 75b, 13la Akhbarat,
Aug. 3, 1704; M.A ., p.483; Aurangzb, v. p.388.

Z Aurangzib, V, pp.189, 388; M.A., 471, 470, 483.
Khandesh was to be governed by a deputy of Bidar Bakht.
In 1704 Mir Ahmad Khan the diwan sarkdr of the Prince, was
appointed Naib-Subedar of Kh&ndesh. (M.A., p.480.)

® Many of the letters in Inayetullah's Ahkam contain the
instructions to the Prince to this effect. They are too numer-
ous to be given in detail. Many of them are not dated and
as the letters are not arranged chronologically, it is very
difficult to correctly arrange the events in a chronological order.

* Inayetullah, fol.31a, 57b, 101b, 138a 148b, 40a.
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the principality of Barwani) also raised his head and
continued to cause trouble even after the Marathas
had withdrawn.® The Bhils caused disturbances on
the north-western frontiers also and built the fort
of Gagron.? After the fear of another invason by
Nima had disappeared, the Prince had to go to
Malwa to exort the treasure, when he fell ill (Dec.
1703-Jan. 1705).® At this time he appointed Jai
Singh of Amber, his trused assgant, to exort the
treasures and also to act as his deputy in Malwa.
The Emperor objected to this appointment, ordered
the Princeto recall Jai Singh, appointed Khan Alam
ingead and, for future guidance, ordered that no
Rajput was to be appointed subahdar or faujdar.*
Bidar Bakht was ordered at this time to go down
to Sansani (a fort near Bharatpur), which had
recently been taken by the Jats, and to recapture it.
The Prince did intend to comply, but due to his
illness and other engagements in Malwa, he could
not proceed to Sansani’ In the rains of the year

! Inayetullah, fol.31a, 101b, 106a

2 |nayetullah, fol.64a.

® Inayetullah, fol.76a, 91a, 104b, 1330, 93a

4 Inayetullah, fol.94a, 1053, 133b, 134b, 1383, 68a, 72b,
74b.

® Inayetullah, fol.24a, 25a, 70a, 75b, 77a, 783, 78b;
Qéanungo: Jats, |, 47.
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1705, the Prince had to say in Malwa.! During
the dodng months of 1705, Bidar Bakht's tak was
lightened. The provinces of Aiirangabad and
Khandesh were taken away from his charge and
were entruged to Prince Azam who was now on
his way badk from Guijrat.? Bidar Bakht continued
to be on active srvice againg the Marathas even in
Khandesh. He had gone to Malwa in November,
| 705 to investigate and s right the complaints in
Malwa againg fome of the assdants of Jai Singh.
In the meanwhile, as Prince Azam, father of Bidar
Bakht, left Gujrat on the November 25, 1705,
and was proceeding to the Emperor through M alwa,
Bidar Bakht went to Dhar to med his father. The
Emperor was angry with Bidar Bakht for not having
reurned to Burhanpur to hunt after the Marathas.
Bidar Bakht had to move down to Nolai (Badnagar)
to meg the Maratha foross st by Parsu Maratha
to hdp Gopa Sngh Chandrawat once again in his
revolt. The province of Gujrat was invaded by
the Marathas and the Emperor summarily ordered

! Inayetullah, fol.87b.
2 |nayetullah, 73a; M.A., p49%. On Nov. 16, 1705,
Malwa continued to be with Bidar Bakht. M.A., p.498.
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Bidar Bakht to start for Gujrat immediately.! The
Prince left Malwa in April 1706 for Gujrat.

During his governorship, though Khan Alam
was made the Deputy Governor, time and again
various pesons were appointed to that office as
Khan Alam had often to go on various expeditions
ather alone or with the Prince? The condition of
the forces of the Prince, too, was not very good and
the Emperor often st indructions to reinforce them
and also helped him with money. Time and again
leading generals were appointed to act under the
directions of Bidar Bakht.* On the whole it can
be aserted that the province was not serioudy
disturbed by any foreign invasion of great magnitude.
In 1706, on the recommendation of Firuz Jang, peace
was made with Chhatra Sal, who visted the

! nayetullah, fol .81a, 833, 83b, 84, 853, 21; Aurangzib, V,
pp-388, 43.

2 Inayetullah mentions the appointment of the following
persons as Naib-Subeddrof Madlwa; Khan Alam, 68a, 913, 373;
Qasm Hussain Khdn, 78a; Ali Mardan Khan, 76a, 86a;
Abdullda Khan, son of Amanulla Khan, was appointed Naib-
Subedar in place of Khan Alam (90a) probably at the time
of the appointment of Bidar Bakht to the governorship of
Gujrat. He continued to hald this place till 1707.

% Inayetullah, fol.34a, 38a, 46a-b, 49, 74b, 75b, 78a, 86b,
88b, 90b, 108a
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Emperor in the Deccan. There he was honoured
and lived in peace till the death of the Emperor.’

On the transfer of Bidar Bakht-to Gujrat, once
again there was difficulty in filling this governorship.
Even when Prince Azam was governor of
Gujrat, he had requested the Emperor to appoint
him to the governorship of Malwa (1705); this the
Emperor refused to do and gave him the governorship
of Khandesh instead. Azam was not willing to
take Khandesh and the Emperor at last decided to
trandfer Malwa to Azam (Jan., 1706); Bidar Bakht
was ordered to go down to Burhanpur. Azam had
obtained permisson to vist the Emperor with great
difficulty, and as he was on his way to Ahmednagar,
he did not care to sop in Malwa.> When Bidar
Bakht was leaving for Gujrat, the Emperor felt that
Khan Alam was not the proper person for Malwa,
mogt probably because he was ill at that time. Khan
Alam proposed that Munawwar Khan be given this

YM.U., I'l, p.512; Bhimsen, ||, 157b. Sarkar puts this
event in 1705 A.D. | believe that it could not have occurred
earlier than late in 1705 or beginning of 1706. Inayetulldh
mentions the plans of Bidar Bakht to put down Chhatra Sél,
fol.30a, 29. Thexe letters were probably written in April
or May, 1705. Aurangzb, V, p.399; Bhimsn too puts it
in the year 1706.

2 |nayetulfah, fol.73a, 74a, 80a, 84a; Khafi Khah, | |, 541.
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governorship, which was not acceptable to the
Emperor (July, 1706). Finally, Khan Alam was
made the governor of Malwa and Nejabat was
ordered to act in place of Khan Alam so long as
the latter did not recover from his illness! But
Khan Alam does not appear to have remained in
Malwa as its governor for long, as he was busy
fighting the Marathas in Khandesh. Later he went
to Ahmadnagar. Abdulld Khan, son of Amanullah
Khan, who was appointed the deputy governor of
Malwa early in 1706, carried on the government till
April 1707, when Azam appointed Nejdbat Khan
as the governor of Malwa.?

In February 1707, the Emperor saw his own
end very near and he decided to send his sons way.
On February 13, he sent Azam to Malwa "to st
the matters of the province right." Azam knew
the real facts and before he had gone no further than
forty miles in a week, he heard of the death of his
father (Feb. 20, 1707). Azam hurried back to
the Imperial camp.?

! Inayetulrah, fol.85a, 21b, 21a, 22a; M .A., p. 512.

2 |nayetullah, fol.90a, Iradat K han: Scott, p.16; M. U, I,
p.816; 11, p.871; Azam, pp.193-4.

3 Aurangzib, V, pp.256, 258; Khafi Khah, |1, pp.548,
566; M.A., (p.520) dates that the Prince took leave. It must
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During these nine years the administration of TheAd-

. . ) ministratioc
the province had been steadily going down. " The of Malwa:
. . : : its decline :
inflated expenditure and incessant “warfare in the o

Deccan," says Sir Jadunath Sarkar, "adversely re-
acted on the situation in Northern India.*''! The
best soilders, the ablest officers and all the collected
revenues were snt to the Deccan. Time and again
orders were snt for the enrolment of soldiers and for
sending them to the Deccan, and no regard was paid
to the fact that in some cases the forces were needed
in that province too.? There went on much looseness
and bribery in the fulfilment of the Imperial orders
and even the highest officers were ready to ignore
the discrepancies in the execution of the orders?
The administration was being weakened by the
poverty of the various officers. The Emperor himself
knew this fact and in his letter to Zulfigar Khan agrees
that Nawazish Khan could not rule well because of
his own poor circumstances and small retinue.*

have been on the orders of the Emperor and againg his own
will that the Prince had been forced to take leave.

! Aurangzb, V, p.451.

%2 The orders for supplying men and money given in the
Akhbarat of Aug. 2, 1700 is noteworthy. The invasion of
Krishriaji Sawant had occurred only a few months before.

3 Vir Vinod, I I, pp.741, 751-52.

* Inayetuilah, fol.l32b.
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Cases of oppression of poor subjects by the officers
were not also few; embezzlement of the State
revenues and oppresson of the people made the
people appeal to the higher authorities for redress,
which often did not come.! Even able officers like
Prince Bidar Bakht had to complain to the Emperor
of the lack of sufficient forces® Again in the
administration of the province, the weakness in the
management of the zamindaris already transferred
to grantees provided an added source of danger, for
they could least be relied upon in the event of a raid
or disturbance. And at a time when the spirit of
disorder was beginning to prevail, the weakness of
the administration was to have the most fatal conse-
qguences.

SECTION 3.—CHHATRA SAL BUNDELA AND MALWA

Chhatra Sal Bundela had been invading the
north-eastern border of Malwa for a decade and
more previous to the year 1698. The Mughal
forces had on the whole failed to subdue him and as
the Emperor became more and more entangled in

! Inayetullah, fol.64a. In spite of this inquiry and repre-
sentation, Hidayatullah appears to have continued to hold the
faujdari. Iradat Ktran: Scott, p.16-7.

2 Inayetullah, V, fol.86a, 108a.
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the affairs of the Deccan, Chhatra Sa&l became in-
creasngly active, extending his fidd of activity and
carving out a kingdom for himsdf in Eastern M alwa.
By the year 1698, he had made his pogtion in his
own principality secure and was busy broadening its
limits. By 1699 he had not merely captured
Kalinjar and Dhamuni and plundered Bhilsa, but
had also captured many minor places. He raided
and exacted chauth from Mataundha district; he
further proclaimed his own domination over
Ghuraura, Thurhat, Kotah, Kachirahi, Khadautu
and Jalalpur.!

After capturing Jalalpur, Chhatra Sal went to
Banhauli and encamped there. Sher Afkan, the
faujdar of Ranod, and his s;n Shah Quli, both
moved againg Chhatra Sal. After a svee battle
Chhatra Sal took refuge in the fort of Suraj-Mau.
Sher Afkan beseged and took the fort. Chhatra

! The chief authority on the affairs of Chhatra Sal is
his court-poet Lai's work, Chhatra Prakash. It does not
give details. Again, it exaggerates the successes of Chhatra
Sal. The details from Muslim authorities have been used to
correct and date the various events. Ldi, p. 146; Aurangzb, V,
pp-395~7, 397-8.

All the places referred to are small villages in that
territory; Kofah is Kotrah in Bundelkhand and should not
be confounded with Kotah of Rajputana. Kachiréh is Kachir
K#akarwai, near Jhans.
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Sal escaped. Sher Afkan had gained this victory
single-handed and log about 700 men and exhausted
his own private means. His forces were strengthen-
ed soon after as Chhatra Mukut Bundela came over
to the Mughal sde. Sher Afkan followed up his
victory by conquering the pargandh of Gagron which
had been held for the last twenty years by Chhatra
Sal's son Gharibdas. The Emperor rewarded Sher
Afkan and appointed him faujdar of Dhamuni
too, in place of Khairandesh Khan, who had not co-
operated with Sher Afkan in this campaign. He
got the parganah of Gagron and big amounts in cash
in addition asreward.!

But Chhatra Sal had his revenge next year.
On April 24, 1700, She Afkan attacked
Chhatra Sal near Jhuna and Barna on the Pura
Ghat. A severe battle was fought. Chhatra Sal
was wounded and about 700 of his men were killed
and the rest were dispersed. But Sher Afkan was
mortally wounded and carried away by the flying
soldiers of Chhatra Sal. Chhatra Sal wrote to

! Akhbarat: April 21, 25; June 28 and July 26, 1699;
Lai, pp.146-8; Aurangzb, V, pp.398-9.

Gagron is dtuated just 1 mile north of Jhalardpatan
Chhaoni (Long. 76°, 10'; Lat. 24°, 56').

It is difficult to identify Suraj-Mau as there are two Mau's
in Bunddkhand.
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Jafar Ali, one of the sons of Sher Afkan, "Your
father has little life left. Send your men and take
him away." The pal\i arrived too late only to carry
back Sher Afkhan's dead body.!

Khairandesh Khan was once more made the
faujddr of Dhamuni and was ordered to punish
Chhatra Sal. According to Lai, Shah Quli headed
an expedition with an army of 8,000 men to take
his revenge on Chhtra Sal, in which he was helped
by one Nand Maharaj. The combined forces moved
down to Mau and besieged the fort. An attack was
delivered in which Nand Maharaj] was severdy
wounded. The Mughal forces withdrew and
encamped, but Chhatra Sal attacked them at night
and defeated Shah Quli so thoroughly that he had

'Akhbarat: May 12, 21, 1700: Aurangzib, V, pp.398-9.
Lai differs here from the incidents as reported in Akhbarats
and as such his version cannot be accepted. He says
that Sher Af khan's life was saved by Said Latif Khan,
the Qiledar of Kotra. Latif agreed to pay chauth and other
exactions. This news reached the Emperor. Sher Afkan
now became a fagir and gave over his charge to his own son.
It is difficult to locate many of these villages and the Ghat.
The movements of Sher Afkan in Gagron district in 1699,
suggest the possibility of these battles having been fought in
the neighbourhood of Géagron. Barna may be identified with
Baran and Purd Gha with Salpurd 25 m. S-E. of Baron
(Kotah State).
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to accept all the terms dictated by Chhatra Sal.t
He evacuated the fort Shahbad, which was taken
poseson of by Devi Singh, son of Shahman
Dhamdhera. The faujdar of Gwalior recovered it
in October, 1700.2

After these failures, the Mughal campaigns
againg Chhatra Sal, were not undertaken with great
vigour. In April, 1702, Khairandesh Khan was
ordered to bedege the fort of Kalinjar, where the
family of Chhatra Sal was then saying, but this
attack evidently failed.®* Khairandesh Khan con-
tinued to be in charge of the campaign againg
Chhatra Sal even after this failure* In 1703,
Chhatra Sal invited Nima Sindhia to Malwa, but
the success of Firuz Jang in the battle of Sironj,
frusrated all his intention. Bidar Bakht proposd
to the Emperor to be allowed to undertake an expedi-
tion againg Chhatra Sal. But nothing was done as
the rainy season was near at hand.> In the dosing
months of 1705 or early in 1706, Firuz Jang induced
the Emperor to make peace with the irrepressble

L3, pp. 149-150.

® Akhbarat: June 11, Oct. 23, 1700; Aurangzib, V, p.399.
3 Akhbarat: April 4, 1701; Aurangzib, V, p.399.

* Inayetullah, fol.29b.

® |nayetullah, fol.30a, 32a
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Bundela. Chhatra Sal was created a 4 hazari in
the Mughal peerage and induced to vist the Emperor
in the Deccan where he lived in peace till the death
of Aurangzib in 1707.

SECTION 4. REBELLION OF GOPAL SINGH
CHANDRAWAT (1698—1706).

The policy of reigious fanaticism begun by Policy of
Aurangzib was the chief causee of more than one ﬁ;‘”ﬁ;i'.?s“_
trouble in the province. **A preponderantly Hindu Disturb-
province with a surdy population, was nat likely to
take Aurangzib's policy of temple destruction and
poll-tax on the Hindus with tame submissveness"?
There were some casss of the Hindu population
fighting the agents of Idam in defence of their religion
and of people fighting with the rude agents of jaziya
collectors® But these troubles were more or less local
and did not give rise to any great revolt; nor was
there any organized oppogtion to this policy in the
province. There was, however, one great incident
which was the outcome of this policy of Aurangzib

! Bhimsen, 157b; M .U., | |, p.512; Aurangzb, V, p. 399.

Aurangzib, V, p.38L1.

% Akhbarat: April 7, 1670; Akhbarat: 13th year of
Aurangzib's rule, shegt 17, Akhbarat, June 8, 9, 1695.
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and it wasthe revolt of Gopal Singh Chandrawat of
Rampurain 1698.

On the north-west em border of M alwa, between
the States of Kotah and Deolia (Partabgarh), there
was the small principality of Ra@mpura ruled over by
the Chandrawat clan of the Sesodida Rajputs. It
was the buffer State between Madlwa and Mewad
and had formed part of M ewad before Akbar made
it an independent principality. Since then, the
ancesors of Gopal Singh had served the Mughal
Emperor faithfully. Gopal Singh succeeded to his
ancestral domain in 1689. In 1698 he was serving
under Prince Bidar Bakht in the Deccan. He had
snt his son, Ratan Singh, to Rampura to manage the
affairs of the State. Ratan Singh, however, managed
to gain the supreme power there, displaced his
father's officers and refused to send money to him.
Gopal Singh requested the Emperor to summon his
on to the Court; the Emperor paid no heed to this
request. After some time Ratan Singh became a
convert to Islam through Mukhtiyar Khan's efforts
and got the title of Islam Khan and the gift of his
ancestral  home, Rampura, which was renamed
Isampura. At this, Gopal Singh left the army of
Prince Bidar Bakht and went to Rampura. He
tried to gain posesson of Rampura by collecting a
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force (June, 1 700).' He was helped by Bhim Singh,
son of Ra&m Singh Hada of Kotah, with money and
presents of cloth.? )

The Emperor decided to take sepsto put down
this revolt. On July 10, 1700, Bidar Bakht was
ordered to proceed to Mdlwa, but, a week later, as
Azam had started for Malwa, he did not go.> Azam
was ordered to look after the operations to put down
Gopal Singh's rising* Before Azam had gone far
he was ordered to attend, first, to the rebellion of
Bakht Buland as Firuz Jang was summoned to the
Court; Azam reached Malwa only after June, 1701,
when he was ordered to proceed to Gujrat as its
governor.’

In the meanwhile, Mukhtiyar Khan, the
governor of Malwa, snt his son Iftikhar Khan
againg Gopal Singh, who now fled to the territory

! Bhimsen, I I, p.I30a; Akhbarat, June 10, 1700.

2 Akhbarat: June 11, 1700.

% Akhbarat: July 10, July 17, and Sept. 16, 1700.

4 Bhimsen, |1, p.133b. KHhafl Khan does not sy that
Azam was snt againg Gopdl Singh (11, p.474). Bhimsen is
quite explicit on the paint.

® Bhimsen says that the appointment of Azam was made
when he was at Burhahpur (11, p. 130b). M.A. explicitly
says that he was at Dhar when orders were received (M.A.,
p.442), which view is supported by the Akhbarat (Dec. 1,
1701).
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of the Mah&rana of Udaipur, in spite of all the
arrangements to guard the roads and to arrest him,
as ordered by the Emperor.! The Maharana was
well disposed towards Gopal Singh and, at his insti-
gation, Udaibhan Sakatawat, the jagirdar of Malaka
Bajana, gave Gopal shelter; the Maharana also
helped him with money (February, 1701).? In
December, 1702, Abu Nasar Khan, then governor
of Malwa, was informed by Rat an Singh and Kirti
Singh, son of Rawat Pratap Singh of Deolia
(Partabgarh), that the forces of the Maharana had
marched into the territories of Ra@mpura. Abu Nasar
Khan immediately summoned Bagh M ai, the agent
of the Maharana, and called upon him to explain.
He gave out that the report was incorrect and gave
a scurity that no such outrage on the Imperial
territories would be perpetrated.®

As the Mahdarana had failed to do anything for
Gopal Singh, the latter made his submisson to the
Emperor in 1703. He was pardoned by the
Emperor and restored to his mansab. He was
appointed faujdar of Kaulas (in Haiderabad). His

'Bhimsen, I 1, p. 130b; Akhbarat, February 26, 1701.
% Vir Vinod, | I, pp.741-2.
3 Vir Vinod, 11, pp.747-8.
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ancestral estate was not restored to him.* In 1705,
Gopal Singh again fell into poverty, as he was
deprived of his faujdari, and he joined the Marathas.
In January, 1706, he sought the help of Parsu
Maratha and thought of entering Malwa by way of
Mandu and Dhar. As Bidar Bakht marched to
Nolai (Badnagar) to check him, this effort was given
up.> Gopal Singh, however, accompanied the
Maratha forces that raided Gujrat in March, 1706.3

For some years all was quiet in Rampura.
Ratan Singh continued to rule there.  When Bidar
Bakht was governor of Malwa, Ratan Singh was
with the Imperial army. In November, 1705 he left
the army of the Prince without permission, and went
to Ujjain, whence he returned to Rampura.® He
entered into correspondence with the Maharana to
gain his favour. The Maharana wrote in reply that
his attitude depended on that of Ratan Singh him-
sdf> On February 7, 1706, Ratan Singh wrote
to the Maharana assuring him of his faithfulness and

! Akhbarat. Bhimsen, ||, p.l45b. Tod's satement that
" Ranatook up armsand Malwa joined in the tumult' (I, p.463)
is not corroborated by any authority.

2 Bhimsen, | I, p. 155a; Inayetullah, p.45a.

3 Bhimsen, | | , p.156a; Aurangzb, V, pp.310-1.

* Inayetullah, fol. 75a, 87a.

® Vir Vinod, | I , pp.760-61.
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obedience. Later events how that the Maharana
could nat have been favourably digpossd towards
Ratan Singh. Thus, though this revolt was to lead
in future years to many political complications and
intrigues, it did not cause much trouble save some
digurbances when Gopal Singh tried to raise a revolt
in Rampura. Though an outcome of religious policy,
this revolt was mainly political in its nature and
character.

SECTION 5.—MALWA AND THE MARATHAS :
THEIR EARLY INVASION AND FIRST TOUCH
WITH MALWA

(1698—1706)

There could not be any point of contact or
affinity between the Marathas and Malwa. Geogra-
phically, they were far apart, culturally, too,
they had nothing in common, and, socialy, they
differed widely from each other. The fact that the
Marathas represnted the spirit of oppostion to the
policy of fanatidam and Mudlim cultural domination
in India could not also make the Hindu population
of Malwa fed one with the Marathas. To them
and, more specialy, to the Rajput dement, who
were admires of Maharana Pratap, the Marathas
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appeared to be mere upstarts. To the leading Rajput
Princes and generals, fighting in the distant Deccan
for the Imperial cause, the Marathas appeared more
as enemies than as friends. Exceptions to this
general rule were few and far between.

In 1698, on his return to Mahdrdashtra, Rajaram
introduced feudal institution into Maratha policy
and thus laid the foundation of the great Maratha
confederacy. But R&jaram could not complete the
rebuilding of the Maratha power, and the seed that
he had sown, lay germinating below the soil. In
the meanwhile, the first raid on Malwa was organized
and proved a success. Thus, when Tara Bai began
to plan the counter-offensve against the Mughal
Empire, she included Malwa in her scheme. But
these plans were not carried into effect by any
organized body at the instigation of or under orders
from the head of the Maratha power. The central
government of the Maratha power practically broke
down after Rajaram's death and the various Maratha
generals, whether they were under Rajarant *s
uccessors or  not, began to invade the Mughal
dominions and swept down into Malwa whenever
they could conveniently do so. The main importance
of these raids lay in the fact that they opened a new
path for the Maratha invaders, showed them a new
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fidd for ther activity, and above all, etablished a
contact between these factors. And thus it was
that, when the Peshwas and ther generals began
to plan ther shames of conquest and extenson of
the limits of ther own domination, they only
followed the path which had already been opened
by thee early invaders Balgji Vishwandth pre-
pared the way and B3ji Rao carried into effect the
policy and plans of Rajaram, and thex invades
form the mising link between them.

The fird invadon of Malwa by Maratha bands
occurred in 1699.1 In the month of November,
when Aurangzib was on his way to besege the fort
of Satdra, Krishngji Sdwant, a Maratha general, at
the head of 15,000 cavalry, caossd the Narmada
and ravaged some places near Dhamuni and retur ned.
"Since the time of the early Sultans', adds
Bhimsen, "the Marathas had never aossed the
Narmada till now. He plundered and returned to
his home unmolested.*> " The path thus opened,'*

! Macolm in his Memoirs mentions the raids on Dharam-
puri as ealy as 1690 and the fall of Mandu in Maratha hands
in 1698 S Appendix A to this chepter for a discusson of
thee facts

® Bhimsen done mentions it (p. 129a). There is available
only one reference about Krishngji Sawant, previous to the
raid, that he was captured by Bakht Buland of Deogarh in
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says Sir Jadunath Sarkar, "was never again closed
till at last in the middle of the 18th century M alwa
passed into regular Maratha possesson."*

On March 2, 1700, R&garam died of fever
and was succeeded by his son Kama, who aso
died, within three weeks of his successon, of small-
pox. Tara Bai, the wife of Rajaram, crowned her
son, Shivaji, a boy of ten years, and began to rule
with the help of Ramchandra Pandit.”? Imme-
diately, she offered submisson to the Emperor, who
rejected this offer and demanded all the forts of the
enemy.> Now she began to plan a new offensive
againg the Mughal Empire. Khafi Khan thus
describes her policy :

"She took vigorous measures for ravag-
ing the Imperial territories and sent armies to
plunder the six subahs of the Deccan as far
as Sironj, Mandisor and the subah of Malwa.
They penetrated into the old territories of the
Imperial throne, plundering and destroying

April, 1699 (Akhbarat). He probably escaped in June from
Deogarh, when it was taken by Hamid Khan. Nothing is heard
about Krishngji after this raid.

! Aurangzib, V, p.382.

2 Akhbarat, April 1 and 4, 1700; M.A., p.420; Bhimsen,
[, fol.130a; Aurangzib, V, pp.135-6, p.199.

% Akhbarat, March 12, 1700; Aurangzib, V. pp. 136-7.
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wherever they went. The commandes of
Tara Bai cag the anchor of permanence where-
eva they pendrated and having appointed
Kamavishdars (revenue collectors), they passd
the years and months to their satisfaction with
their wives and children, tents and eephants.
Their daring went beyond all bounds. They
divided all the didricts (parganahs) among
themsdves and, following the practice of
Imperial rule, they appointed their subahdars
(provincial governors) Kamavishdars (revenue-
collectors) and rahdars (toll-collectors)."*

Khafi Khan further adds, " They attack and
degtroy the country as far asthe borders of Ahmeda-
bad and the district of Malwa and spread ther
devagtations through the provinces of the Deccan to
the environs of Ujjain."? A sudy of the Marathi
sources makes it clear that though Malwa was in-
cluded in the scheme much could not be done
there.  Outposts were edablished and grants of
lands were made as far as the province of Khandesh
only.®> Evidently Tara Bai could plan a scheme,

YK K., Il, pp5167; Elliot, VII, pp3734.

2K K., 11,pp517-8 Elliot, V11, pp.347-8

% The dooumentt o partition of the possesions of Bugi
Pawvar proves this datement. His possesdons were limited to
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but the weakness of the Maratha power did not
allow her to cany it out fully. It was left to the
whims and fancies as well as to the personal interest
and convenience of the various generals to cany out
the sthemes of Tara Bai, and all their efforts to
get a footing in Ma&lwa failed at this time. Balgji
Vishwanath had to begin anew after 1713.

The schemes of Tara Bai, however, gave new
life to the Maratha power and, in 1703, the efforts
to reach and raid Malwa recommenced. Early in
1703, when the Emperor was involved in the seige
of Kondana (Sinhgarh), the Marathas crossed the
Narmada again and caused disturbances up to the
environs of Ujjain. After a few months, another
band, after plundering Burhanpur, came upon and
ravaged the city of Khargon **within a part of the
Subah of Malwa lying south of Narmada.'*!

These minor ra|d's were  soon followgd by gquc]i%iSs
another of great magnitude. After the rains of rad into
1703 were over, Nima Sindhia burst into Berar in l\lﬂ;loerw%m
October, defeated Rustam Khan, the deputy
governor in Berar, raided the district of Hushanga-
bad and then crossed the Narmada and invaded

Khandesh only. Lede and Oak: Dhar cha Pawaranche
Mahatwa, &c., pp.5-7.

1Aurangzib,V, pp.382-3; Bhimsen, | |, p.144b; Akhbarat,
February 11, 1703,
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Malwa. "As Nima Sindhia was not on good
terms with Dhana and other Maratha generals, he
in pride cossed the Narmada, marched into
Hindustan and raided up to the neighbourhood of
Sironj. At the ingigation of Chhatra Sal Bundea
he devastated the province of Malwa."* Accord-
ing to Manucci, the bribes offered by the governors
to thexe raiders to save ther own province from
plunder and devagtation were affident temptation
for the raiders? The Maratha horde conssted of
50,000 horse  Before moving towards Hushanga-
bad, the invaders divided themsdves into two
groups  While one went down to the Mandu
sde® the other, under the leadership of Nim3,
entered Malwa near Handia and marched down to
Sironj, plundering and burning many of the villages
on the way.*

As soon as the Emperor heard of the Maratha
raid on Malwa, he grew anxious and the more 0,

! Bhimsen, | |, p.148; Aurangzb, V, p.383.

2 Manucci, 111, p.502.

3Manucci (111, p.426) mentions this division of forces,
and the details of the raid on Mandu are supplied by Nawazish
Khan's letter-book (fol. 17b-18b). Sir Jadunath Sarkar does
not trace this inroad.

4 Aurangzib, V, p.384; Bhimsen, ||, fol. 147a; Inayet-
ullah, fol.30b.
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because the treesures from the northern provinces
were then on their way to the Deccan and waiting
for an excort at Sironj. He ordered Prince Bidar
Bakht on October 31, 1703, to proceed aganst
the Maratha invaders by forced marches, to punish
them and to escort the tressures’ Azam was then
in Gujrat, and he was ordered to go down to Malwa
to punish the Maratha raiders® Bidar Bakht was
too far off and his aamy was not in a condition to
undertake the expedition, while the help of
1,000 horse ordered by the Emperor was inade-
quate® Azam, too, did not move.* In the mean-
while, Firuz Jang entered Khandesh in pursuit of
another Maratha band (November, 1703), and the
Emperor ordered him to undertake the pursuit and
to punish the raiders. Firuz Jang left his heavy
baggage and camp a Burhanpur and darted for
Malwa.® Bidar Bakht, who aso was moving
towards Burhanpur, was ordered by the Emperor to

! Inayetullah, fol.43a, 45, 3la-b, 58, 12a; Aurangzb, V,
p.384.

2 |nayetullah, fol.l2a.

® Inayetullah, fol.46a-b, 12a; Manucci, |11, 509;
Aurangzb, V. p.384.

* Inayetullah, fol.l4b.

® Bhimsen, fol.148b; M.A., 483,
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wait for the Marathas there and to punish them
when they returned to the Deccan.’

Firuz Jang overtook the Marathas when they
were besgging the city of Sironj. Though the town
had been terribly plundered by them, the bravery of
Gopal, the Chaudhari of Sironj, once a rebel,
sved the Imperial treasures  When Firuz Jang
attacked the besegers he cut through ther vanguard
and attacked the dephant on which Nima was
riding. Nima now leaped from the dephant and
fled on horseback? Many of the Marathas and
their local Afghan allies were dain or wounded,
and the Marathas fled towards Bundekhand. Firuz
Jang recovered at Sronj the flags kettle-drums,
eephants, camds and other goods plundered from
Burhanpur; the cattle and followers of Rusam Khan
that the invaders were driving with them were alo

Y Imayetullah, fol.31a-b, 59, 7%

2 Akhbdrdts: March, 11 and 13, 1704; Aurangzb, V,
pp.384-5. Bhimsen, the literary champion of Zulfigar Khan
the rival of Firuz Jang, says that no battle was fought and
victory reported; when the Emperor knew of the facts all
honours were posponed (11, p.148b). Manucci, too, says
that the Marathas returned to their own country without
any one being able to interfere with them (111, p.502). The
Akhbarats show that these satements are wrong: Kalimit
T. (fol.440 et seq.) also supports the Akhbarats.
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released.’ The flying invaders went through the
hill -passes of Narwar and entered the province of
Calabad (K&labag),? thinking of returning home by
way of Dhamuni and Garh; Firuz Jang went on
pursuing them.®> He left Bhdmgarh on February 10,
moved againg Chhatra Sal and halted in the jungles
of Dhamuni. Nim&'s army was taking res outside
the jungle and was taken unawares when the
vanguard of Firuz Jang under Khanjar Khan
attacked it. In the fight the Imperial army suffered
heavily, but the raiders weTe completely routed and
scattered.  Firuz Jang now returned towards the
south and reached Burhanpur on April 8, 1704.*

The Emperor was then beseging the fort of
Torna; he was getting anxious, as no news was
forthcoming. On March 2, 1704, he wrote to
Azam reproaching him for not helping the Imperial
armies in Malwa.® On March 11, however, the
report of the spy reached the Emperor, and on the
13th was received the general despatch of victory
from Firuz Jang. Firuz Jang was given a promo-

! Akhbarat: March 11, 1704.

> Manucdi, |11, pp.502, 509; 1V, p.459.

® Inayetullah, fol.I5a, 930;Kalimiat T., fol 44a, et seq.
* Akhbarat: March 16, 1704; Aurangzb, V, pp.335.

> Inayetullah, fol.14b.
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tion of 2,000 troopers in his mansab and was
awarded the title of Sipah Salar. All the officers
of his army were rewarded. The brave Chaudhari
of Sironj and faujdar of Sironj were also rewarded.’

The second band of invaders moved from
Bijagarh towards Mandu and scattered on the bank
of the Narmada and for eight or nine days tried to
ford it, but in spite of hard fighting and consant
efforts could not cross it. The defeat of Rustam
Khan had sruck tenor in the ranks of the Imperial
officers. Nawazish Khan, the faujdar of Mandu,
asked Abu Nasar Shaiyasta Khan, the governor of
Malwa, to come to Mandu with his army, so that
the combined forces might defeat and drive the
Marathas and prevent them from crossing the
Narmada and invading Malwa. Shaiyasta Khan
sent only sixty horsemen and lay sheltering at Ujjain.
In the meanwhile, the band of 20,000 horsemen
came down to Malwa from Sultanpur and crossed
the Narmada and moved down to Mandu. In this
raid Mohan Singh, the zamindar of Awasgarh
(Barwani), guided the Marathas. While they were
on their way to Mandu, some forces tried to check

! Akhbarat: March 14, 20, 24, 1704; M .A., 481; Indyet~
ullah, fol. 15a; Aurangzb, V, p.385.
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the raiders, but with no result. Nawazish, think-
ing that his own forces were inadequate, vacated
Mandu and hid himsdf at Dhar and tried to guard
the hills and passes of Jahangirpur so that the
Marathas might not be able to go towards Ujjain.
The Imperial forces fought and, finally, the Maratha
force scattered, mogt probably on the news of the
defeat of Nima at Sironj. Nawazish goes on to
add, *'After congant fighting the battle ended in
victory and the subah of Malwa remained safe and
guarded."! But the inactivity of Abu Nasar Khan
and the cowardliness of Nawazish made the Emperor
furious. He dismisssd Nawazish Khan, called
upon Abu Nasar Khan to be more active’ and
ordered Bidar Bakht, then at Khargon, to go to
Malwa and clear the province of the invading
Marathas, who were scattered near Mandu.® The
victory of Firuz Jang had made Malwa free from
any further danger of the Maratha invason and at
the same time it had once again opened the roads
to the Deccan.* Early in March, 1704, some three

! Nawazish, fol.t7b, 18b; Kalimat T., fol.44a, 55a; Inayet-
ullah, fol.l27a, 63a.

2 Kalimat T., fol.44a, 45a; Aurangzib's V, pp.386-7.

® Inayetullah, foi.l25a, 127a, 63b, 14b, 15a

* Akhbarat: March 8, 1704; Anrangixb, V, p.386.
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hundred and fifty-five bags of letters and fifty-five
Bidir bakes of fruits reached the Emperor. But the
Bakht's . ..
expedition  treasure had till to be brought from Ujjain and to
}\j,)a';"c‘ﬁ'_",\ﬁy, be st to the Deccan, and the minor revolts that
1704> had broken out due to the Maratha invason were
to be put down. Again, it was not yet known defi-
nitedly whether Nima had returned to the Deccan
or not. The camps of the Marathas near Sronj
were swept off Bidar Bakht left Khargon and
darted for Malwa; Zulfigar Khan was also ordered
to join the Prince? But soon after, when Firuz
Jang reported that Nima was in Berar and there was
not much danger in Malwa, Zulfigar Khan was
ordered not to proceed to Malwa. The Prince
too, was advised that it was not urgently necessary
for him to undertake the expedition as the rains
were near.® Bidar Bakht had already moved on to

Malwa, he had reached Sironj, and no soone did

* The details of this expedition have been collected from
the letters of Inayetullah. They are not dated, nor are they
arranged chronologically. A detailed study of these letters
makes me think that the expedition must have been under-
taken in March-May 1704, even though Bidar Bakht was not
yet made governor of Malwa.

1 Inayetullah, fol.61a, 63b, 283 30a, 3la 32ab, 58a

2 |nayetullah, fol.129a, 59, 32a

% Ingyetullah, fol.29b, 40b.
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the Marathas hear of the approach of Bidar Bakht,
then they fled towards Bundelkhand and Allahabad.®
He returned immediately to Ujjain and after arrang-
ing for the despatch of the treasure, he came down
to Khargon. Here he tried to put down the Bhils
and Kolis and also to subdue Mohan Singh, the
rebellious zamindar of Awasgarh.? The Prince had
planned an expedition againg Chhatra Sal Bundela,
which could not be undertaken as the rainy season
was not far off.> It was during this expedition that
the Prince saw, as he later reported to the Emperor,
that the devastation caused by the Maratha raids
was great. Khandesh was wholly ruined and the
half of Malwa adjacent to Khandesh was also
desolated.* It was this desolate state which made
Bidar Bakht hestate to accept the governorship of
Malwa, when it was offered to him.> Soon, how-
ever, the prince was ordered to go down to
Burhanpur as there was no possible danger from the
Marathas in Malwa.®

! Inayetullah, fol.29a, 128a.

2 Inayetullah, fol.l28a, 40a.

% Inayetullah, fol.30a, 32a-b, 29b.
4 Inayetullah, fol.I5a, 60a, 6la.

® Intyetullah, fol.19a, 132b.

® Inayetullah, fol.l06b.
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After this raid by the Marathas under the
leadership of Nimad, there was no raid on a big
scale on Malwa. When the rainy season of 1704
was over, Bidar Bakht was ordered to go to Malwa
and se that all possibility of Maratha troubles was
removed. Zulfigar Khan was ordered to go down
to Burhanpur. As early as October, 1704, the
Emperor learnt that Nima intended to go to Méalwa
once again. The Prince was informed of the fact
and was instructed that, as far as possible, Nima
should be checked in Khandesh only.! Again in
1705, there was the possibility of a raid on Malwa
by Parsu Maratha from the direction of Handia,
and the Prince went to Handia to support Khan
Alam in preventing the raid.? Apparently in the
early months of 1705, Malwa was freed from all
disturbance by the Marathas.> There were only
two more disturbances after this establishment of
peace. The village of Barwani was besieged by
the Marathas (probably in 1705).* Again, in
January, 1706, Parsu Maratha proposed to send

! Inayetullah, fol.91b, 92b, 93a, 103b, 107; Akhbarat,
October 20, 1704; Aurangzib V, p.389.

2 |nayetullah, fol.87a.

% Inayetullah, fol.37a.

* Inayetullah, fol.64a.
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about 4,000 horsemen to help Gopal Singh
Chandrawat, and Bidar Bakht had to go down to
Nolai (Badnagar) to oppose him. But evidently
this raid did not succeed.! In the year after the
transfer of Bidar Bakht to Gujrat, there was no
Maratha invasion of Malwa.

SECTION 6.—OTHER MINOR DISTURBANCES.
( 1698—1707)

In addition to the various important revolts and
raids on Malwa, there were many local minor
disturbances, **In fact,** says Sir Jadunath Sarkar,
**the local disturbers of peace in Malwa in the
closing years of the reign were too many to be
counted".? **Marathas, Bundelas and Afghans,
out of employment, were creating disturbances in the
province.'*® and this spirit of anarchy was increased
by the various raids on the province. In July, 1699,
one Umar Pathan broke out of his prison in Sholapur
and reaching Kotri Paraya took to plunder.® At the

same time, Bakht Buland, the deposed Raja of

! Imayetullah, fol.85a.

2 Aurangzb, V, p.390.
% Inayetullah, fol.l5a.

4 Akhbarat : July 5, 1699.
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Deogarh, who had rebelled and was beseged at
Deogarh by Hamid Khan, escaped from the fort
and entered Malwa. He went down to Garh by
way of Dhamuni and on his way caused much dis-
turbance in the province. Though he did not appear
again in Malwa, his Muslim allies caused disturbances
in the province during the year 1703 and 1704.*

In February, 1700, another Afghan named
Nisar disturbed the province with his band of 2,000
men.? A few months later, Jujhar Rao broke into
rebellion, attacked and burnt the villages in the
parganah of Khatoli and, after a fight, carried away
the cattle® Gopal, the Chaudhari of Sironj, had
been in captivity and no sooner was he released than
he again began to oppress the people and to show
a defiant attitude. The Emperor ordered him to be
brought to the presence.  His mother, too, refused
to pay the State dues. But when, at the time of
Nima@'s raid on Sironj, he defended the fort againg
the invaders, he was rewarded by the Emperor. But
the watchful eye of the Emperor never log sight of

! Aurangzb, V, pp.408-10; Akhbarat: July 5, 6, 1699;
M.A., p.404.

2 Aurangzib, V, p. 389.

% Akhbarat: May 27, 1700.
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this digurber of peace and enquiries were often made
about his movements

In January, 1705, when a' Muslim tax-
collector visited the zamindari of Devi Singh, son of
Brahm Deo Sisodia, the men of the zamindar plucked
the beard and mugaches of the former and let him
go.2 In his letter-book, Nawéazish Khan gives the
details of the various minor expeditions he had to
undertake to put down these revolts and disturbances;
every time treasure or any other goods had to be
escorted through the province, difficulties had to be
faced. He mentions one Abbas Afghan who was
raiding the highways and stopping the mails near
Ujjain; and the Afghan had a following of 5,000
men.® In 1703-4, when the raids of the Marathas
occurred, the whole of southeen Malwa was dis
turbed. Mohan Singh, the zamindar of Awdsgarh,
joined the Maratha invaders, and, later, the Bhils
and Kolis also ros in revolt. Not only did the
Bhils and Kolis rise in southern M alwa, but there

was a risng in the north also, where one Madho

Y Inayetullah, fol.3b, 26b, 153, 84a

2 Akhbarat: January 28, 1705.

3 Nawazish, fol.I7b. There is known to exist only one
copy of this letter-book of Naw&zish Khan, which bedongs to
Sr Jadunath Sarkar (Aurangzb, V, p. 389).
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Bhil laid the foundation of the fort of Gagron. In
1704, Mohan Singh raided and plundered in the
neighbourhood of Nandurbar and Bijagarh." Bidar
Bakht, too in his letters to the Emperor, mentions
many minor expeditions. It was no wonder then,
that Nawazish Khan thought it a relief to be removed
from Malwa, and even "the eminent pearl of the
Mughal Empire" (Bidar Bakht) hedtated to accept
the governorship of the province?

SECTION 7.—MODERN MALWA IN THE MAKING :
CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE : 1698—1707.

Modern Malwa was nat the creation of any
sngle individual, nor of any sngle power; more
than one factor contributed to its presnt shape. The
Tapidly falling Mughal Empire, the ever increasing
Maratha power and the local dements sowly, but
seadily, moulded Malwa. In the dosng decades
of the 18th century a new factor in the shape of the
British Power enteed the political arena of the
province. As events occurred and as the days rolled
on, the digntegrating forces became more and more

! Nawazsh, fd,180; Inayetullah, fo.31a, 57b, 101b, 138,
148, 08, 1069, Ga
Nawezish, fol.7b; Inayetullah, foll9b, 13,
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active, and out of the Mughal province of Malwa
there arose a Malwa which was no more than a
group of many ill-strung States, small as well as big.
History has given importance to these States, and
their present position makes it necessary to trace their
origin and growth.

The local eement during the days of change Thelocal
counted for much in the history of Malwa, but un- g%n,?;t
fortunately no account of this factor has yet been itﬂépg%ragfe
taken by the historian, and as such this aspect of the of materi
history of the province offers a virgin field for study gﬁclﬁ,s
and research. The material for its study is very
scanty. The political anarchy of the period is
responsible for the loss of a good deal of material,
while what little was left lies rotting in the archives
of the various States, which would not let any
historian lay his hand on them in the honest fear,
born of ignorance, that its revelations might lower
their present position. The main facts, however,
remain correct, for they are based on the general
trend of events and tendencies, which are clearly
discernible in spite of the scantiness of the available
records.

It is a belief, as widely held as it is mistaken,
that the various States of modern M alwa were created

by the Mughals. The Mughal Emperors created
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only one State, viz, that of Kotah on the border of
Malwa. All the others were mere jagirdars and
zamindars enjoying simple diwani rights, criminal
powers being reserved for the Imperial authorities.
The zamindars were those who enjoyed permanent
and hereditary grants of land, while the jagirs were
granted for the tenure of service only. There were
many holders who were zamindars as well as jagir-
dars, who were not merely permanent grantees but
had also to render some service to the Emperor : with
the increase of their mansab and atus, they generally
got additional grants and honours which were for the
mogt part personal. Those zamindars and jagirdars,
who held lands in Malwa in the last days of the
Mughal domination in the province, and who became

. powerful enough to maintain ther fiefs in the days

of its decline, slowly usurped other powers too, and
in the anarchy which followed the weakening of the
Mughal hold, they became full-fledged States and
thus exercised all sorts of powers and jurisdictions.
The fall of the Mughal Empire, as well as the
peculiar policy and position of the Maratha invaders,
and, above all, the ever-increasing scope and area
of their activities, created full-fledged States out of
these jagirs and zamindaris.
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The introduction of the new Rajput element Thgﬁ%ﬁ&
in Malwa, which later resulted in the rise of these of Malwa
States, may well be ascribed to a definite Mughal b Jgﬁal
policy to colonize Mdlwa with those Rajputs who Emperors
had proved to bethe most faithful and loyal adherents
of the Mughal Empire. At the time of the Mughal
conquest of Malwa, the two races that dominated
it were the Afghans and the local Rajputs. The
former had ruled over the province for long, while
the latter had enjoyed a position of independence and
at times controlled the affairs of the Muslim kingdom
itself. It was but natural that they would never be
loyal to the Mughal Emperors. The Mughal Em-
perors, however, always desrous of the extension of
their Empire in the Deccan, felt the necessty of
creating a loyal Malwa. The creation of a group
of vested interests in the province, the continuance
of which depended on the good-will and pleasure
of the Emperor, would strengthen the position of the
Empire. Hence, they went on making grants in
M alwa to the younger sons and brothers of the Rajput
princes of Raputana, and thus colonized Malwa
with a new s of Rajputs. Akbar created the
Khichi State of Bajrang-garh (now known as Ragho-
garh). Shah Jahan created Kotah and granted
Ratlam and other parganahs in its neighbourhood ta
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Ratan Singh Rathor, and Aurangzib granted
Badnawar to Rdja Bhim Singh, brother of Maha-
rana Jai Singh, and recreated the Rathor State of
Sitamau by fresh grant after confiscating that of
Ratlam.

This colonization of Malwa created a new
social problem in the Rajput society of the province
and the more so when the grantee was called upon
to put down a local chieftain and occupy his lands.
In many casss the new grantees did not get enough
time to strengthen their hold on their lands sufficiently
to raise them as bulwarks againg the aggresson of
the southerners.  Again, the grants were too small
to create any real power in the province. But many
of these grantees, though they failed to check the
invaders, managed to keep ther exisence and to
develop their own holdings and zamindaris into full-
fledged States. The British Power, when it came
completed the work by recognizing these States.

To begin from the north, there was the State
of Shivpuri ruled by the Kachhawah dynasty which
had once ruled before and was to rule once again
over Narwar. R3a Anup Singh ruled over the
principality and with the help of Khande Rai, who
later became his general, subdued all the disturbers
of peace near about, as also the Bais Rajputs of
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Dhamdhera. At the time of the death of Aurangzib
the Raja was on Imperial service with Prince
Muazzam at Kabul.! Politically; this State was
directly under the governor at Agra. But being on
the northern border, it had exercised an influence in
the affairs of Malwa in that part. It also held a
strategical position on the imperial road to the South.

Further down on the eadt, there was the State
newly-created by the rebel Chhatra Sal Bundela.
In the east, further south, was the Ahirwada, where,
with Sironj as its capital, ruled the Khichi dynasty
of the States of Bajrang-garh, which had risen to pro-
minence during the days of Akbar and Jahangir.
Raja Dhiraj Singh was ruling over this State and
was mainly busy putting down the rebellious Ahirs
and restoring order. West of Ahirwada were the
States of Rdgarh and Narsinghgarh. The Umat
rulers and their Umat subjects gave this tract their
own name.

Jug north of Umatwada was the Kotah State.
It had been raised to the full datus of a sovereign
State by Shah Jahan, but was yet in its infancy.
Rao Ram Singh Hada was the ruler of the State.
He was a brave soldier and enjoyed the confidence

! Khande, pp.733-80, 537-545.
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of the Emperor. During the last decade, he was
busy fighting against the Marathas in Deccan. After
the death of Aurangzib, he espoused the cause of
Prince Azam and was killed fighting on the battle-
field of Jajau. The dge State of Bundi lay on
the north-western side of Kotah. It was ruled by
Rao Budh Singh, who had succeeded to the gadi in
1695. Budh sided with Prince Muazzam. On the
recommendation of the Prince, the district of Pat an
was transferred back to Bundi, even though
temporarily it had been granted to the ruler of Kotah
State. The additional grant of Tonk district further
strengthened the State of Bundi.! On the south-
west of Bundi was the principality of Rampura, the
affairs of which have already been referred to in con-
nection with the revolt of Gopal Singh and the con-
version of his son, Ratan Singh. Close to its border
was the State of Deolia. Though mainly situated in
the hilly tract, it extended even into Malwa on
account of the few districts that were granted to its
ruler by Akbar. It continued to be under the
nominal suzerainty of the Maharana of Udaipur until
1660, when it was finally separated by Aurangzib

1 Akhbarat: July 22, 1695. According to Vamshbhaskar,
it is Dec. 23, 1695 which was probably the date of his
ceremonial accesson (1V, pp. 2897, 2923-24).
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and made an independent State.! In 1698, Rawat
Pratap Singh succeeded to the gadi; he laid the
foundation of the town of Partdbgarh, which later
became its capital. Probably the State was under
the control of the governor of Malwa, due to its
vicinity to that province.

The Sesodia State of Bagad lay on the western
and southern side of Deolia. It was a State ruled
jointly by the two houses of the family, both of
which were equally strong. It was yet semi-
dependent on the Maharana of Udaipur. In 1702,
Rawal Khuman Singh died after a short rule and
his son, Ram Singh, went to the Emperor and
accepted service in the Imperial army. He was
granted 1Q00 zat and 1000 horse mansab. The
family feud between the two houses was ended by
the Emperor and a partition of the State was made.
Ram Singh was granted the jagir of Dungarpur, and
Banswada was made over to Khush-hal Singh. As
the newly created State of Banswada was on the
border of M alwa, Khush-hal Singh had to pay half
of histributeto the governor of M alwa and the other
half was paid in the treasury of Gujrat.?

L Vir Vinod, | |1, pp.439-442.
2 Mirat-i~Ahamadi. Supplement Text (G.0.S. No, 50)
p.225; Ojha : Dungarpur Rajya Ka lItihas, p. 122.
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The Rathor States of Amjhera and Jhabua lay
south of Banswada and separated Malwa from
Gujrat. Since its reingatement by Shah Jahan in
1634, the Rathor family was ruling over the State
of Jhabua. Khush-hal Singh, who ruled in 1698,
was an incompetent ruler; he alienated much of the
land to his younger sons and brother and was too
weak to rule his State effectively. His weak rule
and inefficient administration were to prove points of
advantage to the Marat ha invaders! Jus close to
Jhabua on its south lay the State of Amjhera. It
was ruled by Jairup Rathor, whose younger brother
Jagrup Rathor actively co-operated with Nawazish
Khan in clearing the fords of all disturbers. Jagrup's
srvices were rewarded by the grant of a mansab
and other dignities.?

South of the Narmada lay the principality of
Awadsgarh (now known as Barwani). In 1698, one
Jodh Singh was ruling over the State. He had a
bitter enemy in his sep-brother Mohan Singh.
Mohan Singh, however, managed to get Jodh Singh
assassnated (about the year 1700), and got control
of the State. He, however, proved a thorn in the
sde of the Imperial authorities. He sided with the

Y InayetullSh, 1, fol.34b.
2 Nawazish, fol.lOa, ilb-12a.
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Maratha invaders, and in 1703-4 guided them in
their attack on Mandu and continued to cause
trouble even after the Marathas had dispersed by
joining the Bhils and Kolis and plundering in the
neighbourhood of Nandurbar and Bijagarh. At this
time, the Mughal authorities appear to have
supported the cause of Jodh Singh's son, Parbat
Singh, but the latter could not gtay long and after
1708 Mohan Singh once again became the master
of Barwani State.

Central Malwa was the scene of many rapid
changes. After the death of Ratan Singh Rathor
in the battle of Dharmat againg Aurangzib in 1658,
his descendants continued to rule over the State of
Ratlam, which they held as a zamindari. In 1695,
however, this State was wiped out of exisence due
to Imperial displeasure.  Keshodas, the second
grand-son of Ratan Singh, who was ruling over
Ratlam then, was away in the Deccan on Imperial
sarvice. At Ratlam his men put to death the Amin-
i-Jaziya of the place, with the result that no sooner
was it reported than the zamindari and jagir were
confiscated and transferred to the officers of Prince

! Barwani State Gaz. (1908) p.4; Inayetullah, fol.31a,
101b, 106a; Nawazish, fol.l8a.
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Azam; and Keshodas was degraded in his rank.’
For sx and more years the fortunes of the Rathor
family were evidently on the wane. But Keshodas
suck to Imperial service in the Deccan.? The
Emperor was soon after pleased with him, and in
1701 he granted the zamindari and jagir of the
district of Titrod (present territories of Sitamau State)
to him, in addition to lands which had been granted
to him before this. Thus, the modern State of
Sitamau was founded by an Imperial grant dated the
31st October, 1701.% It was further extended in
1714, when the Emperor Farukhsyar granted the
neighbouring parganah of Alot to Raja Keshodas.’

During the years that followed the foundation
of the State of Sitamau, Chhatra Sal, the fifth son

! Akhbarat: June 8, 9, 1695.

2 Keshodas was mentioned in Imperial despatches for his
srvices even during the days of his diggrace Akhbarat:
Sept. 3, 1699 and another of 1699. Keshodds was the faujdar
and quledar of Nalgunda in the Deccan.

% Imperial grant of Sfamau Sate Its wording shows
that the lands in the possession of Keshodas, before this grant
was made, were practically double of the digrict of Titrod.
The papes in the Sate archives show that at one time the
digrict of Nahargarh was ads under Stamau State Exact
date and year of its grant cannot be ascertained. It can be
conjectured that the didrict of Nahargarh was granted to
Keshodas before the grant of Titrod.

* Sate records of Sitdmau State.
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of the great Rathor Ratan Singh, founded the State
of Ratlam anew. He was serving in the Imperial
army and enjoyed the confidence of Prince Azam.
At the time of the deposition of Keshodas of
Ratlam, Chhatra Sal, who was his uncle, aso
received his portion of the bad luck and was dis
missed from the giledari of Penukonda; his jagir was
confiscated and transferred to someone else! But
like his nephew, he too continued to be on active
srvice and the end of the 17th century brought
better days, when he received promotion in the
Imperial army.? In April, 1701, Chhatra Sal's
eldest son Hathe Singh was killed by the shot of
European artillery-men, when storming the Panhala
fort.®> Lack of definite historical evidence makes it
impossible for the historian to give the date when
the present State of Ratlam was founded, but,
roughly, it can be stated that by 1705 it had come
into existence. Soon after Chhatra Sal died leaving
behind him one grandson and two sons*® Before his

! Akhbarat: June 9 and 10, July 9, 1695.

Akhbarat: June 13, July 22, 1695 Sept. 3, 1696,
Oct. 20, 1700.

2 Akhbarat: April 30, 1701. The dates of the death of
Hathe Singh, as given in the family chronicdes and the
Gazeiteers are wrong.

® The Gazetteers give the date of Chhatra Sals desth as
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death Chhatra Sal divided his holdings into three
equal divisons, giving onethird to each of his
dexxendants and deciding that all of them were to
enjoy equal privileges and honours. This partition
was to be the source of much trouble ten years later
(1718). Historically, the modern State of Ratlam
has got nothing to do with that of Ratan Singh,
which was founded and had ceased to exig in the
17th century, but traditions die hard and historical
truth is dimmed and log in the mig of legends and
popular beliefs.

In central Malwa, there was one more State
of note, i.e., Badnawar ruled by the descendants of
R3ja Bhim Singh, brother of Jai Singh, Maharana
of Udaipur. Ra&ja Bhim Singh's son, Surjmal, ruled
till 1700, when he was killed, fighting againg the
tribes of the north-western frontier. He was
succeeded by his son Sultah Singh. In the onrush

1709. The family records, however, gate the event to have
taken place during 17056 (1762 Vikram). The latter date
appears to be more correct. In 1703 Chhatra Sal was pro-
moted to be the commander of 1,500 horse and a year later,
he was made the gileddr of Satara (M.A., 424; Aurangzb,
V, p. 391 n)) It is probable that the grant of Ratlam to
Chhatra Sal was made in 1703, when he gat a promation in
his mansab. Lack of authentic evidence on the point makes
it difficult for the higorian to assrt anything definitely.
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of the Marathas this State was wiped out of
existence (c. 1736) and the descendants were left

with their possessons in Mewad only.

In addition to these prominent States, there
were hundreds of other small landlords and
zamindars. Many of them were sarving under the
Imperial authorities in the province, while others
were maintaining their life by plunder and pillage.
Though many of these small holdings continued to
exist even during the days of disorder that followed
this decade, they could not leave any mark on the

history of the province and as such deserve no special
attention.

A study of the history of the States makes one
point evident; it is the sudden fall of the glory of
the rulers or families in the various principalities.
The foundation of a principality meant localization
of their interests and this meant their being cut off
from greater avenues. Such was the history of the
rulers of Jhabua, of Raghogarh and other places,
and was to be the future of other States too, to
whom the bigger avenues were to be closed by the
depredations of the Marathas and the break up of
the Empire. The fact that the holdings were, more
often than not, small and that many of them were
still newly-founded, made the position of their rulers

83



Condition
d the

MALWA IN TRANSITION

difficult, especially after the weakening of the central
authority.

The condition of the people of the province
was getting from bad to worse. The internal dis-
orders combined with the raids of foregn invaders,
made the people poorer, rendering the condition of
those, who tilled the land and lived on agriculture
wore and worse.  Financial exhaugion was pro-
ducing its own result. The lack of safety on the
roads made communication difficult and trade almogt
imposshle. The misry of the peasant was great,
and even the zaminddrs found it difficult to realize
ther dues from their etates. The whole of southern
Malwa was reduced to one dexlate tract; in the
words of Bidar Bakht, it was wholly ruined. The
Imperial revenue a0 suffered from the same causes
The people as a whole ceased to have any spedial
attachment for the Empire. In addition to the im-
postion of Jaziya, the continued oppresson by the
governors the bribery, the unsound way of ases
ment of the land dues and, above all, the lack of
protection made them sk out ways to protect their
own intereds.  Their confidence in the Empire was
logt.



APPENDIX A,

THE MARATHA RAIDS ON MALWA
DURING THE YEARS 16308 A.D.

On the authority of the revenue records of
Dharampuri and the manusript supplied by Sheo
Lai, the dessendants of the forme zamindars of
Mandu, Sir John Malcolm aszrts the following facts
in his Memoairs.

1. The Maratha raids on Dharampuri began
from the year 1690 and were repeated
in 1694, 1696 and 1698.

2. The rads thus continued for full seven
years and were abandoned on the
advance of Sawai Jai Singh of Amber.

3. Inther raid of 1696-8 the Marathas took
Mandu and, after a dege of three
months, captured the fort of Dhar aso*

4. Sawai Jai Singh was on friendly terms
with the Maratha invaders and, when
he was accusd of it, he went to
Mandu and the Marathas retreated.

5. They, however, returned in a few years
and the gandard of Udaji Pawar was
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planted at Mandu. He was soon after
compelled to retreat (1709 A.D.)
(Memoirs, Vol. |, pp.60-64 with
footnotes.)

The various sources of the history of Malwa
in Marathi, Persian and other languages are all silent
on these events. The firsg reported Maratha in-
vason on Malwa occurred in 1699 and was led
by Krishnaji Sawant. It is not possible that so
great an event asthe fall of Mandu and Dhar would
have gone unrecorded in Massir-i~Alamgiri or would
not have been reported in the Altfibarats, had they
occurred before 1707. In the light of the latest
researches, the historian of Dhar assrts that the
public career of Udaji Pawar began only after 1709
or at the most a couple of years earlier. (Dhar
Sansthan chd lItihds, |, p.9.)

Jai Singh of Amber succeeded to the gadi
after his father's death in 1700 (Akhbarat, Feb. 18,
20, 1700; Vamsh, |V, pp.2936-37) at the age
of twenty-one years (according to Vamsh, twelve
years) only. Even in 1704-5, after he had proved
his abilities at the siege of Khelna in 1702, the
Emperor thought Jai Singh as dependent on others
and very young (Inayetullah, fol. 29a, 78b): it
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gams impossble that he could have taken any
active part in 1795-8 when he was yet an heir.

The events as dated and given by Sr John
Malcolm conflicc with known history; they cannct
be accepted. It swms probable that Malcolm com-
mitted a migake in turning the Arabic, M alwi on
Fadi years into those of the Christian era. The
fall of Mandu into Maratha hands, the advance of
Sawai Jai Singh on Malwa and the retreat of the
Marathas from Mandu occurred only in 1729-30
and not in 1698, as Malcolm assrts Malcolm
probably pre-dated the events of 1723-30 by 32
years and narrated them as he had done
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CHAPTER [I1.

THE INCREASING IMPORTANCE OF MALWA
(1707—1719).

SECTION 1 .—THE MAIN CURRENTS OF THE PERIOD

The higory of Malwa during this period does
not contain anything sensationd or important. Yet
it isworth studying asthe period of the rise of various
tendencies which were to dominate the history of the
province during the next decades, when it had to face
the dorm of the Maratha invasion, conquest and,
finally, occupation.

On the death of Aurangzib, the Emperor
returned once again to the North, with the result that
the centre of interest reverted to northern India.
But the Deccan subahs still retained their importance
and engaged the covetous eye of every adventurer,
who thought of taking advantage of the sSituation.
Again, the control of those subahs meant the acquisi-
tion of a great power. But to control the Deccan
necesstated some domination over Mawa, which
adone commanded the route between the North and
the South. The prosperity of Malwa, too, made
it important. Thus, for ressons political and financial,
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the various nobles at the Court druggled for the
contral of the province. But it did not gain any-
thing from this sruggle.  The governors who were
more often than not absentess did not pay much
attention to its internal adminigration. This offical
digegard for its internal affairs helped the growth of
the various principalitiesin M alwa.

The political dtuation and the evident weakness
of the Empire tempted other powers a0 to tamper
with the affars of Malwa. The nédghbouring
Sates of Raaputana were desrous of gaining ther
own ends The Maharana of Udaipur was anxious
to regan his log province of Rampura The
triumvirate, which was formed in 1708, indirectly
introduced Jai Singh of Amber into the poalitics of
Malwa and gave him prominence in the eyes of the
Rajputs of the province. It, however, increased at
the time of his governorship of Malwa. The rise
of Jai Sngh in Malwa introduced a new complica-
tion in the provincia affars He had his own
leanings towards the Marathas, and the coming in
of the Marathas into Malwa brought them together
again. Jai Singh now dreamed of a kingdom from
the Jamuna to the Narmada and made every efort
to make his dream areality.
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The Marathas, too, were slowly approaching
the borders of Malwa. The early years of the rule
of Shahu were occupied with the work of internal
reorganization and fighting out the civil war with
the younger house of Kolhapur. The postion
changed with the coming in of Balaji Vishvanath as
Peshwa. He drengthened the postion of Shahu
and planned an aggressve policy. By the close of
this period, the Marathas had reached the borders
of Malwa, with ther postion legalized by the grant
of a farman which acknowledged their right to levy
chauth. Moreover, the period saw the beginning of
a new policy for the Empire. First, its officars and,
later, the Emperor himsdf began to offer terms to
the Marathas, who threatened to dominate the scene
in the coming decade.

With the drengthening of the Maratha power
in its neighbourhood and the evident weakening of
the Central power, with the neglect of internal
administration and, above all, the crystallizing of the
Rajput power in Malwa, led and influenced by
Jai Singh of Amber, the sage for the coming
struggle for domination over the province of M alwa
was s, and everything was awaiting the right
moment. It was to come only nine years after the
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close of this period. There is, however, no denying
fact that this period saw the ssed germinating below
the surface.

SECTION 2.—MALWA AND ITS GOVERNORS
(1707—1719).

On February 13, Azam was snt away Azampro-
from Ahmadnagar for Malwa, but he was not ﬁi‘;"ng‘dsf
degtined to rule over the provincee On hearing of Ergrperor:
the death of his father on February 20, he 17 AD.
returned to Ahmadnagar and performed all the
funeral ritess Azam then proclaimed himsdf
Emperor and disregarded the will of his father’
who had suggessd the partition of the Empire among
the three brothers.  Preparations for the sruggle for
undisputed ascendency over the whole Empire were
hasened. Bidar Bakht, then in Gujrat, was ordered
to proceed directly to Agra and check the advance
of Phnce Muazzam. Abdullah Khan, the governor
of Malwa, was ordered to join him. These orders
were soon cancelled and Bidar Bakht was asked to
wait in Malwa till Azam's arrival. Disbanding all
his troops in accordance with the orders of his father,

Bidar Bakht darted for Malwa: he reached

! Aurangzib, V, pp.262-3; Irvine, |, p.6.
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Shahjdhanpur on March 26, 1707, and waited
in the neighbourhood of Ujjain for one month and
twenty days, when he was ordered by Azam to dart
for Gwalior.!

Azam left Burhanpur on April 15, and
ingead of following the route by the Akbarpur ferry,
adopted the shorter but the more difficult route across
Pandher tothe Tumari pass long, narrow and entirely
waterless.  The wuffering of the army, due to heat
and want of water, was terrible.  The Grasiahs’
too, were a source of great trouble on the way, for
they plundered every man they could lay ther hands
on. When the army was camping at Durraha
(twenty-four milesN.-W . of Bhopal) Azam connived
at the exape of Shahu to the Deccan.® On

L Azam, pp. 1357, 148-30, 166; Kamraj, fol.69a, 84; M.
U., I'll, pp.658-9; Iradat: Scott, 11, 4, pp.16-18; Kadmwar;
Kushal Chand, 367a; Irvine, |, pp.14-15.

2 Irvine wrongly terms them as jungle tribes (I, p.14).
Many of these Grassahs were Rajputs, who lived the life of
outlaws, their chief source of livdihood being the exactions
made from the landholders and others who would buy them
off by paying up their dues. Malcolm, |, pp.508-14.

® Bhimsen, 11, fol.l63a. This view is accepted by Sir
Jadunath also (Aurangzib V, p.207). Bhimsen was with the
army during the march and musgt have known the facts from
his patron Dalpat Bundefa, who was a confidential adviser of
Azam. Khafl Khan says that Shahu was released at the
suggestion of Zulfigar Khan, who was intimate with Shahu
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May 4, Azam reached Sironj. Here he heard that
Muazzam Shdh had reached Lahore. He st
Zulfigar Khan, Ram Singh Hada of Kotah, Dalpat
Bundeld of Datiya, Khan Alam and cthers to rein-
force Bidar Bakht, now moving towards Gwalior.
These combined forces moved ahead and Bidar Bakht
cosad the Chambal againg the advice of Zulfigar
Khan and awaited Azam's arrival at Dholpur.'
Azam was hagening towards Gwalior. He had
appointed Neabat Khan govenor of Malwa.
Abdullah Khan now came to Azam and joined his
forces’ While at Sironj, Gopal Chaudhari appeared
before Azam and offered to join his forces He was,
however, killed by Badshah Quli Khan to whom he
had been handed over 