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INTRODUCTION

HE letters which follow, written by a girl to her lover

between the end of 1652 and the autumn of 1654, are
commended to their many admirers on more accounts than
one. They arein thefirst place arevelation of the deepest
feelings of a well-born and brilliant woman during the
phases of a chequered and protracted courtship, a true
human document. They are addressed to a manwho him-
self became known as a master of English prose and as a
statesman and patriot of outstanding ability and honesty.
They are again full of little pictures of men and women,
and scenes of town and country life which bring vividly
before us the England of nearly three centuries ago. And
they are written with a verve and irony and power of
description which raise them to therank of aliterary classic.

THE EARLY LIFE OF DOROTHY OSBORNE AND
WILLIAM TEMPLE

DOROTHY OSBORNE might with reason feel the pride of
race. Her great-grandfather, Peter Osborne, bornin 1521
as the second son of Richard Osborne esq. of Tyled Hall
in Latchingdon, Essex, came of a family long settled at
Purleigh in the same county. He studied at Cambridge
and at Lincoln's Inn, and in the later years of King
Edwatd V1 was appointed Keeper of the Privy Purse and
Treasurer's Remembrancer in the Exchequer. Osborne
was closely associated with the famous scholar Sir John
Cheke, who dso held apost in the Exchequer and who died
in Osborne's house in Wood Street in 1557. He married
Cheke's niece, Anne Blyth, daughter of the Regius Pro-
fessor of Physic at Cambridge, and became by her the
father of twenty-two children, one of whom, Catherine,
married Cheke's grandson, Sir Thomas Cheke, who was
still living when Dorothy wrote. Peter Osborne was a
member of six parliaments, and, as Cooper sys' 'was
! Athenagjii. 125.
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THE EARLY LIFE OF

highly esteemed asalover of |learning and |earned men,and
appears to have been constantly consulted by Queen Eliza-
beth's ministers on matters of trade and finance®.* Between
1576 and 1587, he bought ChicksandsPriory from Edward
Snowe, to whom it had been sold after the dissolution.
Osborne died in 1592 in the housein vy Lane which con-
tinued to be the office of the Treasurer's Remembrancer.

Peter's eldest son and Dorothy s grandfather, Sir John
Osborne, was born in 15522 He was an Eton scholar of
King's College and took his B.A. degree in 1572/3, when
his name headed the Ordo Senioritatis, whether in virtue
of his attainments or of hiswealth and position. Hewas a
member of five parliaments between 1576 and 1601, suc-
ceeded his father in 1592, probably by right of reversion,
in the office of Treasurer's Remembrancer, and under
James | was for some time a Commissioner of the Navy.
As such, he was knighted 2 February 1618/19.> He was
the first of his family to live at Chicksands. He restored
to the church theimpropriation of the neighbouring church
of Hawnes or Haynes, built the vicarage house, and ap-
pointed to the cure a famous Puritan minister Thomas
Brightman.® He built a burying-place for his family on to
the still nearer church of Campton. He married Dorothy,
eldest daughter of Richard Barlee of Elsenham Hall, Essex,
and granddaughter of Richard, Lord Rich,Lord Chancellor.
Dorothy Osborne was therefore a remote cousin of the
Rich'swho figureso muchin her Letters. When Sir John
was buried at Campton on 4 November 1628 the parish
register described him as 'an ancient gentleman, a Freind
to the poore, alover of learninge, a maintayner of divine
exercises, the Clergies protection'.

Dorothy's father, Sir Peter Osborne, was born about
1585 and in 1603 was a Fellow Commoner of Emmanuel

! His name occurs frequently in the State Papers.

2 His monument in Campton Church erected by Henry Osborne in
1655 sys that he died in Nov. 1627 'neer 80'. But in hiswill of 14 Sept.
1626 he says he was 'on the point of three score and fourteen'.

3 Nichols' Progr. of James |, iii. 526.
4 Fuller's Church History under A. D. 1607, the year of T. B.'s death.
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DOROTHY OSBORNE AND WILLIAM TEMPLE

College, Cambridge, just as her future husband wasforty-
two years later. On 20 February 1609/10 he married at
St.-Mary-le-Strand Dorothy, youngest daughter of Sir
John Danvers of Dauntsey, Wilts, (by hiswife Elizabeth
Nevill, coheir of John, Lord Latimer), and sister of Henry,
Earl of Danby, K.G., aswell as of the future regicide, Sir
John Danvers of Chelsea.  Whether he took his wife to
his father's house, Chicksands, or made a home for her in
London, we cannot say.

In 1621, having been knighted on 7 January 1610/u,*
Sir Peter was appointed Lieutenant-Governor of Guernsey
(with Alderney and Sark), with the reversion of the Gover-
norship on the death of his brother-in-law, the Earl of
Danby. This appointment entailed some amount of resi-
dence at Castle Cornet, the little fort which guarded the
approach to the harbour of St. Peter Port. But the accom;
modation of the fort was so limited that, as Judge Parry?
thinks, it isdoubtful if Lady Osborne ever resided there
withher husband. Alltheir children had been born before
he succeeded to Chicksands and to the Treasurer's Remem-
brancer's office® on his father's death on 2 November 1628.
They included Elizabeth, afterwards L ady Peyton, bornin
1610, Thomas, b. 1615 (died in France in 1637), John b.
1616, Francisb. 1617 (died young), Henry b. 1619, Charles
b. 1620, Robert b. 1626, and Dorothy b. 1627. Dorothy
then was the youngest of a large family. She makes no
reference in her letters to her childhood and we do not
know where it was spent or to whom she owed her educa-
tion. It ssems most probable that Lady Osborne resided
at Chicksands even when Sir Peter was at Castle Cornet—
and it is clear from the Sate Papers Domestic that Sir Peter
did not feel bound to be at Castle Cornet contlnuously,
unless there was war, or a prospect of war, with France.*

' Nichols Progr. of James|, ii. 387.

% Since this book was prepared Judge Parry hes happily become
Sir Edward Parry. He kindly allows me, however, to call him by his old
title in my references to his editorial work.

3 Invirtue of a grant of reversion of 26 June 1605 (SP.D.).

4 Some extracts from the SP.D. will show how much Sir P. was in
England. On 29 Aug. 1627, when we were at war, the Earl of Danby asked

[xi]



THE EARLY LIFE OF

In after-life it was Dorothy's fate both at Reading and
at Sheentolivein housesfashioned out of ancient religious
edifices. If her early home was Chicksands it was so that
she began her life. Chicksands had been one of the few
monasteriesin England of the Gilbertine Order, amonas-
tery, that is, with two cloisters, for the Gilbertines
admitted both men and women to their houses. By
Dorothy'stime perhapsone of thesecloistersaswell asthe
church which stood between the two had fallen into ruin,
but the other cloister formed the shell of the mansion.
The house with its venerable remains of the past, and far
more of them than have been suffered to survive, stood on
rising ground with a stream close at hand, in a pleasant
wooded country. It wes extra-parochial, but the village

to be excused personal service in Guernsey inasmuch as having commanded
an army esawhere (he had been appointed general when aforeign invasion
of Ireland was anticipated), he was unwilling to be shut up in a castle. But
headded that Sir Peter Oshorne and otherswere gone, or ready to embark,
for guard of the Channel Ides On 19 M ay 1629 we hear that Sir Peter and
others had crossd from Guernsey to Jarsey [thewar being now over]. We
find Sir Peter writing a letter from Cornbury, L ord Danby's house, on
2 July 1636. They mugt both have gone to Guernsey soon after, but only
for a short time, as on 4 Sept. 1636 Capt. Christopher Oshorne aks the
Secretary of the Admiralty if a ship has been appointed 'to fetch Lord
Danby and my brother from Guernsey as the ssason of the year draws
on*...0n 21 Feb. 1637/8 Sir Peter isin London reporting military require-
ments for Guernsey to the Council of War. On 7 M ay 1639 L ord Danby
writes from Cornbury that if his strength will not allow him to go to
Guernsey, Sir Peter shall go. On 27 June 1640 Capt. Darell writes from
Cagtle Cornet: *The term being now ended, | shall expect Sir P. O. here
daily." But on 11 Nov. 1640 Sir Peter iswriting from Chesea, and again
on 4 Aug. 1641, when he sys 'being within a few wesks to go to Guernsey
and my wifewith me, in repect of her | shall renew my suit' for a ship to
carry them over. (He had aked for such a ship for L ord Danby, who was
not ableto go.) On 17 June 1642 Sir Peter writesfrom England, 'l thought
to have been in Guernsey by this.'

| think it isclear that Sir Peter in ordinary times made only short visits
to Guernsey, and that it is reasonable to believe that during Dorothy's
childhood her home was at Chicksands and that her father was there a
great deal. On 30 May 1638 Sir Peter's mother, who had been living in
London with her son Thomas, as her will shows was buried in Campton
Church. It isnoticeable, however, that Sir Peter's letters of 11 Nov. 1640
and 4 Aug. 1641 are dated from Chelsea.

[Xii]









DOROTHY OSBORNE AND WILLIAM TEMPLE

church of Campton rose half a mile away to the south-
east and that of Hawnes two miles and a half to the north-
west. Bedford was eight or nine miles away, London in
the opposite direction, forty.

Inthe days of Dorothy's childhood Sir Peter with hisown
ancestral property and his wife's jointure and with his two
public appointments was a prosperous man. Dorothy sys
that his income exceeded 24,000 a year.® We find in 1640
that he had advanced £1,000 to the king.? Dorothy would
know all the aristocracy and squirearchy within the range
to which the six-horsed family-coach could travel on the
terrible roads of the period. And now and again, though she
was too young to s the court, she may have paid a visit to
London or to her uncle, Lord Danby, at Cornbury.

But the political heaven was overclouded, and at length
the storm broke. The execution of Strafford and that of
Laud were no doubtful omens of political and religious
revolution, even though the revolution must be accom-
panied with civil war. News came that Guernsey was on
the side of the Parliament: Sir Peter Osborne could take
no more holidays 'for the term', he must hold Castle
Cornet for the king. Bedfordshire itself might be overrun
by one army or the other, Chicksands, if not sequestrated,
might be given over to awild soldiery.

One can imagine that Lady Osborne hardly knew what
course to take. For a time she would seem to have lived
with her children at Chelsea, perhaps in the house of her
Roundhead brother Sir John Danvers. (It was then that
Dorothy, as she tells us, saw so much of the Mayernes.)
At length she came to a fresh decision and carried her
childrenwith her to St. Malo. There at least she would be
near her husband and she might be of use to him.

This was probably in 1642 or early in 1643. Dorothy
was dready in France when Sir Theodore de Mayerne's
son died in March 1643. The Burials Register of St.
Martins-in-the-Fields has the entry: '1643, March 28,
Ludovicus Mehearne." And so Sir Peter can spesk on
22 June 1644 of 'that dwolate fugitive my wife, driven

! Letter 75. S.P.D. 23 Apr. 1640.
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THE EARLY LIFE OF

to sk refuge and her safety amongst strangers. She
had with her a kinswoman, Mrs. Danvers, her daughter
Dorothy, perhaps aso her sons Charles and Robin. For a
time she entertained Colonel Carteret, the Lieutenant-
Governor of Jersey, and his wife and belongings. And
meanwhile Sir Peter was besieged in Castle Cornet, with
Guernsey against him, and Colonel Carteret, though back
in Jersey, criminally indifferent to his needs.

The story of the dege has been so brilliantly told by
Judge Parry with the help of Sir Peter's letters and other
sources' that it cannot be retold here. In 1643 the Earl of
Warwick was appointed by the Parliament Governor of
Guernsey and Jersey (L ord Danby died afew monthslater),
and in September, Russell, the new lieutenant-governor,
summoned Sir Peter to surrender. Sir Peter stoutly replied
that he acknowledged no superior but the king, or Lord
Danby. 'And God, | hope, whose great name | have
sworn by will never 0 much forsake me, but | shall keep
that resolution (by yourself misnamed obstinacy) to main-
tain unto my sovereign that faith inviolate unto the last.'
Fresh terms were offered by Lord Warwick himself in
June 1644 and again refused, but in courteous terms such
as Lord Warwick had himself employed to his old friend
and kinsman.

Lady Osborne at St. Malo had at first put all confidence
in Colonel Carteret. But notfindinghim a sincere friend
she st herself to assst her husband from her own resources.
When her money was exhausted, she sold her plate; when
that money was gone, she contracted a heavy debt with
which she sent provisions for Castle Cornet. Carteret
kept the supply for two months at Jersey while Sir Peter's
men were starving, their bread-ration being reduced to
four biscuits a week. Charles Osborne was sent from St.

L 'Everyman' ed. of D. Oshorne's Letters, Appendix >

2 Lady Elizabeth Hatton, daughter of Thomas, first Earl of Exeter,
widow of Sir William Hatton and relict of Chief Justice Sir Edward Coke,
in her will made 31 Dec. 1645 (89 Fines) writes. 'To Sir Peter Osborne
| giue him all the debt he oweth me and doe will that his Bond of Twoe

Thousand poundes be deliuered out to him for his discharge  This may
be the debt referred to.

[Xiv]



DOROTHY OSBORNE AND WILLIAM TEMPLE

Malo to Jersey to hasten the dispatch of the provisions
waiting there, but he had to return to his mother un-
successful. At the time when Lord Warwick sent his
summons to surrender, Lady Osborne had fallen so sick
that there were fears for her life. She was now at the end
of her resources, without money, friends or hope, and,
being still very sick, embarked with her children on a
Dutch ship for England.

John Osborne had been left behind with his father,
Henry had for some time been with the king. And now
on her arrival in England (1644) Charles adso was sent by
his mother to the king. Therewas no returning to Chick-
sands, which had been sequestrated,® and Lady Osborne
and her children found a refuge again at Chelsea, perhaps
in the house of her Roundhead brother, Sir John Danvers.
Dorothy returned from France, a beautiful girl of seven-
teen, quick of intelligence, but grave and thoughtful for
her age, after the terrible events of the last few years. She
had gained, however, one thing by the sojourn at St.
Malo, that knowledge of French which was to make the
long French romances her favourite reading. She says that
now, though her mother still visited their neighbours the
Mayernes, she herself went there little. In the old days
Sir Theodore called her 'daughter’, but now he had lost
hisonly son, and thesight of Dorothy set them all a-crying.
Perhaps through the Danvers, Lady Osborne came to
know General Cromwell, and this was the time when
Dorothy was in favour there and first knew H. C.'.

But we may be sure that, thrown as she was into the
other camp, her heart was with her brave father in his
desperate endurance at Castle Cornet.

It was from Colonel Carteret that Sir Peter learnt in
August 1644 that his wife had left for England, and for a
long time be was ignorant of the circumstances. On
3 October, Sir Peter writes to the king to crave assstance

! Se an order of 'the Committee of Lords and Commons for seques-

tration of Delinquents and Papids Edates of 27 April 1643 (Br. Mus.
Add. M S. 5297, f. 34). Rents were to be paid to John Blackston, M .P.

2 | etter 30.
[TV]



THE EARLY LIFE OF

before it is too late—his own edtate is either sequestered
or disposed away from him and he has nothing left where-
with to serve his Majesty but his life.

Before the end of the month John Osborne, who was in
Jersey, managed to send his father aboat-load of provisions,
but soon after wrote that 'Col. Carteret is resolved to send
you nothing more'. Sir Peter had already complained to
Lord Jermyn, theroyalist Governor of Jersey, of the treat-
ment he was receiving from his lieutenant, Col. Carteret.
In January 1644/5 a letter comes from the king at Oxford,
promising men and supplies and future recompense for
Sir Peter's personal losses, but when John Osborne goes to
England to se that the help is sent, though he is admitted
to an interview with the king and has cheering promises
made him, he soon finds that Charles hes played him fase.
In February Sir Peter learns from his agent Thomas
Wright in Jersey that Col. Carteret had seized £300 which
had been collected for the defenders of Castle Cornet and
put it to other uses and in June he details to Sir Richard
Browne the miseries to which he had been reduced by
Carteret's disloyal delays, so that he had to get Mrs. Dan-
vers, who had been left at St. Malo, to pawn his clothing
in order to supply the Castle with provisions;, he refutes
in turn Carteret's caumnies of himself. The letter, as
Judge Parry says, ssems not to have been without effect,
for amonth later Carteret was urged by the young Prince of
Walesfrom hiscourt at Liskeard to send Sir Peter provisions
at the Prince's cost, and the Prince, writing to Sir Peter
himself, promised him supplies from Cornwall. But on
20 October John Osborne tells hisfather that thereislittle
hope of succour from England. Still in January 1645/6,
Sir Peter can refuse undauntedly a second proposition of
surrender sent him—'in language, almost affectionate’,
the Judge says—by the Earl of Warwick. But when soon
after Sir Thomas Fanshawe is sent over by the Prince of
Wales, Sir Peter ssss that it isintended he should resign his
command, and in May in a letter to Fanshawe he aks to
be allowed to go to St. Malo—'where | may for a while
quietly recollect myself and recover some patience for

[xvi]



DOROTHY OBORNE AND WILLIAM TEMPLE

what | suffer and foresee | am still like to do'. His son
Charles had lately fallen in the ting's service at Hartland.
On leaving Castle Cornet, 9 August 1646, he resigned his
command to Sir Baldwin Wake whom he formally ap-
pointed his lieutenant-governor, he himself on Lord
Danby's death having succeeded him as Governor by the
right of reversion given himin 1621. Castle Cornet held out
for five and a half years more, till Jersey had been given up
to the Parliament; when it surrendered on 19 December
1651 the garrison marched out with flying colours. Thisis
a bare resume of the story which must be read in Judge
Parry's book.

At St. Malo, whither he now retired, Sir Peter, as the
Judge thinks, was still 'spending his energies and substance
in endeavouring to provision his beloved castle'. He pro-
bably did not feel it would be safe for him to return to
England, and was too proud to use the good offices of his
brother-in-law, Sir John Danvers, to make his peace with
the Parliamentary government.

But it was natural that Sir Peter's children in England
should desire to s their valiant father, and he to se
them, after so long and bitter a separation, and in 1648 we
find that Dorothy and a brother (probably Robin) start
for St. Malo. On their way they stay for a time in the
Isle of Wight,* where the king was a prisoner in Caris-
brooke Castle. And herein the Isle of Wight Dorothy, now
twenty-one, met William Temple, a year younger than
herself, the consequence being the long love-story made
famous by Dorothy's letters.

THE early life of William Temple has been told by his
sster Martha, Lady Giffard. He too could be proud
of his family history.

! One wonders if they had any special reason to visit the Island. Early
in 1648 one Richard Osborne of gentle family was in attendance on the
king and wasinvolved in a plot to enable him to excape. He may have been
a cousin of the young Oshornes. Courtenay noticed the possibility of some

family connexion, and the D.N.B. suggests he was Sir Peter's brother,
Richard.

1711 [ xvii ] b



THE EARLY LIFE OF

Hisgrandfather, Sir William Temple, was of the younger
branch of the Temples of Temple Hall, Leicestershire.!
He was at Eton and at King's College, Cambridge, of
which he became fellow in 1576. In various works he
ardently defended Ramuss logic. Becoming in Novem-
ber 1585 secretary to hisliterary patron, Sir Philip Sidney,
he accompanied him to the L ow Countries, where Sidney
diedin hisarms 17 October 1586, About 1594 he attached
himself to Robert, Earl of Essex, hewaswithhiminlreland
and he was still with him at the time of Essex's hapless
rising in 1600/1. In spite of this overclouding of his
fortunes, he was appointed Provost of Trinity College,
Dublin, in 1609 and M.P. for the University in 1613, and
was knighted, 4 May 1622. He died in Trinity College,
15 January 1626/7. He had married 5 October 1591
Martha, daughter of Robert Harrison, co. Derby, who was
related to Alexander Nowell, Dean of St.TauPs.

Temple's father, Sir John Temple, was born in Dublin
in 1600. After graduating at Trinity College, and spend-
ing some time abroad, he entered the persona service of
Charles | and was knighted in 1628. In 1627 he married
hisfirst cousin, Mary, daughter of John Hammond, M .D.
of Chertsey and Mary Harrison, his mother's sister. On
31 January 1639/40 he was appointed Master of the Rolls
inIreland and a privy-councillor of that kingdom. In 1642
hewas M .P. for co. Meath in the Irish Parliament, being
then described as of Ballycrath, co. Carlow. For daring to
oppose the 'cessation’,® he was suspended from his office

From the dder line descended Earl Temple and the Duke of Bucking-

ham and Chandos, from the younger, through W. TVs brother, Lord
Palmerston.

2 John Hammond was connected collaterally with Dean Nowell and
John Hammond, LL.D. He had been physcan to Henry, Prince of
Wales. SseNotesand Queries, 20ct. 1926. I n Notesand Queries, 25 Dec.
1926 (se dwo ibid.,, 1J Sept. 1927), | showed that Mary and Martha
Harrison (Mrs. Hammond and Lady Temple), were probably ssers of
John Harrison, maser of St. Paul's School and afterwards steward to the
Earl of Arundel. William Temple, John Hammond, and John Harrison
had all been together at Eton.

3 The peace which Charles | patched up with the Irish rebes in order
to have, himsdf, a freer hand in England. For the feding of English Pro-
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DOROTHY OSBORNE AND WILLIAM TEMPLE

and imprisoned for nearly a year. Being recalled to Eng-
land, he was M .P. for Chichester in 1646, and in the same
year published a denunciation of the Irish in his History
of the Irish Rebellion. For voting on 5 December 1648 for
a compromise with the king, he was 'secluded’ from the
House, and for the next four yearslived quietly in London.
During part of 1653 and 1654 ~®"?° °" & commission in
Ireland to settle the claims on land arising out of the Re-
bellion; and in June 1655 he returned there to be again
Master of the Rolls.

Dorothy's lover, William Temple was born at his
father's house in Blackfriars, London, on 6 April 1628.
Lady GiflFard tells us that he was first sent to school to
Penshurst under his uncleDr. Hammond (rector 1633-43).
We may put this about 1635. Dr. Hammond was not only
atheologian whose fame long survived,' but an exemplary
parish priest who had service daily in his church and saw
that his household attended it, 'which was the easilier
perform'd, it being guided by hisMother'.? Dr. Hammond
was a bachelor, but his mother, who kept his house, would
look after her little grandson. We hear too that Dr. Ham-
mond took care for the providing an able schoolmaster in
the Parish'.® Perhaps it was from the schoolmaster, and
not from his uncle, that young William got the rudiments
of learning. For playfellows he perhaps had the children
of his father's friend, Lord Leicester. Dorothy Sidney
(‘Saccharissa) was, however, ten years his senior, Algernon
more than six years, Robert one year. In November 1638,
when William was ten and half, hismother, Lady Temple,
died at Penshurst Rectory, and perhaps this sad event
caused the boy's removal to another school.

From Penshurst he was sent to Bishop's Stortford
School, under aMr. Leigh, 'towhom he usd to say he was
testants in regard to this peace, s L ord Warwick's letter in the Everyman
ed. of D. O.'sLetters, p. 287.

! When Boswell aked Johnson what commentaries on the Bible he
would recommend, hereplied: | would recommend L owth and Patrick on
the Old Testament and Hammond on the New. (Life of Johnson, ed.
G. Birkbeck Hill, iii. 58.)

2 Fdl's Life of Dr. H. Hammond (1662), p. 13. 3 1bid., p. 22.

[Xix] b2



THE EARLY LIFE OF

beholdmg for all he knew of L atin and Greek, thefirst of
w" he retain'd perfectly, and often regretted to have lost
any part of the other. At fiveteen (haveing attained to all
y was to be learn'd there) he returned home, the disorders
of y' time haveing hindered his goeing to the university
till seventine where he was then placed at Emanuel CoI ledge
in Cambridge under the care of Dr. Cudworth.'* If Lady
Giffard's facts are correct, Temple left Stortford about
1643 and joined Emmanuel College about 1645. It is not
inconsistent with this that he should have been matri-
culated in the Easter term of 1644, as matriculation not
unfrequently preceded residence.

Temple at Emmanuel was a fellow-commoner, and had
as his chamber-fellow a young gentleman from Bedford-
shire, James Beverley, of whom we shall hear some delicious
stories in Dorothy's letters. Lady Giffard goes on to sy
that Dr. Cudworth ‘'would have engaged him in the harsh
studies of logick and phylosophy w® his humor was too
lively to pursue. Entertainments which agreed better
with that & his age, especially Tennis, past most of his
time there, soe that | have heard him say, if it had bin
possible in the two years time he past there to forgit all he
had learn't before, he must certainely have done it. At
nineteen hee return'd home in order to his Travels. At
twenty he began his travels into France in y® year 48,
a time so dismal to England, that none but those who
were the occasion of those disorders in their Country
could have bin sorry to leave it; He chose to pess by the
Isle of Wight, where his uncle S' John Dingley then
Master of a good estate & of one of the ancientg[t]
Famelyes of that Country liv'd: and where His Majesty
was then prisoner in Carisbrooke Castle'. Lady Giffard
thinksit better not to say that Col. Robert Hammond, the
Parliamentary Governor of the Island, was Lady Dingley's
nephew and William Temple's cousin.

Jane, Lady Dingley, was the elder sister of Dr. Henry
Hammond and of Temple's mother. She had married
about 1612 Sir John Dingley of Woolvertonor Wolverton

' Lady Giffard's Life of Sir W. T. (MS.)
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House, two miles south-west of Ventnor, a beautiful
mansion,' in which the arms of Dingley impaling Ham-
mond may still be seen on afine oak mantelpiece. Colonel
Robert Hammond was the second son of Temple's uncle,
Robert Hammond of Chertsey (d. 1623). A man of only
twenty-seven, he now had the invidious duty of being
responsible for the king's safe custody at Carisbrooke,
where in November and December 1647 his uncle, Dr.
Henry Hammond, a devoted royalist, had been attending
the king as chaplain.

One can hardly doubt that Temple, with Hammond's
permission, saw the king, perhaps kissed his hand, at this
time. Writingin 1652 of the Archduke Leopold, he says:.
‘'Upon my comming to Brussdls | was impatient to see
himwhich | didlastnight... inhischappell.. . Hisnose
or beard or uprightness of gate glve him some aire of our
late King, | found it not alone."

HERE then, in the Isle of Wight, Dorothy Osborne and
William Temple met, though how the meeting came
about we know not. She was twenty-one, he twenty, each
had the advantages of good birth and good breeding,
each had beauty, good humour, and a quick intelligence.
Dorothy saysthat at this time 'nothing displeased, nothing
troubled me,* yet at times she had a sadness in her eyes
so that she needed no tears to persuade her troubles.*

With her young stately beauty and witty tongue she may
well have st fire to Temple's heart. And Temple him-
sdf, of good height, extremely well-made, with soft dark
brown hair that curled naturally so that 'while hair was
considered a beauty nobody had it in more perfection’,
active in all exercises, especialy tennis, 'with more spirit
and life in hishumor than ever | saw in any body and with
e agreeable turns of witt and fancy that nobody wes
welcomer in all company, and that he never had a mind to

! S the illustration in Victoria Hist, of Hants, v. 280. 2 See p. Xxx.
3 Letter 56. 4 Letter 30.
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make any body kind to him that he did not compass it,'*
Temple may well have seemed to Dorothy a heaven-sent
travelling-companion.

They had evidently decided to be travelling-companions
when the famous incident occurred which | give in Lady
Giffard's words:

Twas there [in the Ide of Wight] he firg met with S’ Peter
Oshornes Daughter goeing with her Brother to their Father at
S™ Maloes, who was Governour of Garnesgy, & held it out for the
King; He made that Journey with them, in w" her Brother had
like to be gtop'd by an accident, that | don't know whether it will
be thought worth relateing. The spite he had to se the King im-
prison'd, and treated by the Governour Coll. Hammond soe unlike
what was due to him, provoked him to gep back after all His com-
pany were gon before him out of the Inne to goe a shipboard and
write theese words with a Diamond in the window, And Hamman
was hang'd upon the Gallows he had prepar'd for Mordecai. Twas
easy to imagin what hagt he made after his company when he had
done; but had no sooner overtaken them then hewas seisd himsdfe,
& brought back to y® Governour, & only escap'd by his sger take-
ing it upon her sdfe. In this Journey begun an amour &c.' 2

It is noticeable that Lady Giffard does not represent
Temple as having been in danger through young Osborne's
escapade and does not say that this incident was the
actual occasion of Temple's love. But wemay well imagine
that the exhibition of Dorothy'sreadywit and self-sacrifice
fanned any flame that may have been kindled before.

We know nothing of the passage of the little sailing-
vessel that carried Temple and Dorothy and her brother
toSt. Malo. Didit putinat St. Peter Port or St. Helier on
its way? At any rate it was now perhaps that the two
lovers gazed on Herm and saw a little house on the idlet
in which they fancied they could live happily for the rest
of their days like Baucis and Philemon.® It is not surprising
that having reached St. Malo, Temple wasin no hurry to
continue hisjourney. Dorothy was no doubt at the height
of happiness, reunited to her beloved and heroic father,

Lady Giffard's Character of Sr W. T. (MS.).
Life of Sr W. T. (MS.). 3 Letter 54.
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and keeping at her side an ardent lover. How many weeks
passed thus or what happened in those weeks we do not
know, but it would seem that at that time the lovers met
Dorothy's 'cousin Petters' and became acquainted with an
exiled Cavalier from the West Country, Sir John Grenville.?
But Sir John Temple 'who was unsattisfied at the long
stay [his son] made at St. Maloes & more at the account
that was sent of the occason of it, sent him orders to goe
imediately to Paris, w*" how unwelcome soever were no
sooner received, then obey'd'.

Vv

A N D 0, probably in the summer of 1648, the lovers were
separated. Temple moves to Paris and Dorothy and her
father remain for another year at St. Malo. But in 1649
Sir Peter—not having received any of his promised emolu-
ments as Governor of Guernsey, and hearing that the
remainder of his estate in England would be sold unless
he compounded for it—writes a letter to Charles Il
announcing that he must at last thlnk of himself and his
family and return home. The letter* with all its dignity
shows the old man's sense of the ingratitude with which
his services and sacrifices had been requited.

May it please your most excellent Majesty,

| have lately had notice from England that the small proportion
that remains of my estate is to be sold, and no consideration out of
it to be had, either for my wife or children, if | come not to a com-
position for it. This and the extreme wants | suffer in this place,
with the little consideration hath been had of them, (having re-
ceived nothing towards my maintenance since my being here, nor
any part of that was promised me at my retiring from Guernsey
castle), have at length driven me to the necessity of thinking upon
that which of all things | was the least inclined to and to look after
that little that isleft of my own. But this| can now resolve on with
greater satisfaction, by how much | may seem less useful to your

! Letter 29. Letter 73, note6. 3 Lady Giffard's Life (MS.).

* The original was lent by Sir George Oshorn of Chicksands Priory to
Mr. F. B. Tupper, from whose book, Chronicles of Castle Cornet, p. 224,
| have copied it.
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service; and as by your Magesty's command, | suspended the
exercise of my government, so do | still leave it in those hands
where you were pleased | should commitit. Only, | beseech your
Majesty in equity to consider theright | haveinit, and for it what
| have left, and that | may not suffer from both sdes, only because
| have been honest; for be pleased, sir, to give me leave to say, that
certainly | have served your Majesty and your royal father with
a sincere integrity, against which neither temptations nor dis-
couragements have prevailed, and have submitted to your will with
that quiet obedience, that | have not at all considered my interests,
nor hardly my honour, where that, that was called your service,
was but said to be concerned. And after all, the chiefest request |
have to make is, that God, in his good time, would restore your
Majesty to your rights and then | am certain your goodness will
consider mine; and, if in anything | have deserved your gracious
regard, be pleased then to look upon me and my children, and only
so much as your Majesty's own justice and honour shal judge me
worthy the esteem of.
Your &c.

Sir Peter and Dorothy returned to England in the
summer of 1649. The records of the Committeefor Com-
pounding® run: '29 May 1649 Sir Peter Osborne com-
pounds for delinquency. Bore armsin thefirst war against
Parliament. Is beyond sess, and begs the benefit of the
late votes." On 31 July heis fined a third of £2,266 5/. \d.
On 13 August he begs areview (revision) and allowance of
debts charged on his lands, the evidence of which could
not formerly be produced. Thisimpliesthat heisnow in
England and can get at his papers.

From this time then, in sadly reduced circumstances,
Sir Peter and his family were, as we must suppose, once
more at Chicksands. He made his will on 26 February
1649/50, having shortly before made a settlement of his
property. The estate was discharged after payment of the
fine on 4 June 1650.

Dorothy's separation from her lover and her father's
increasing embarrassments at St. Malo had told on her
nerves. ShewritesinLetter56: "When | cam out of France

SP.D., p. 1974,
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nobody knew mee againe, | was 0e alterd, from a Cheer-
ful humor that was alway's alike, never over merry but
always pleased, | was growne heavy, and suIIen froward
and discomposed, and that Country w® usualy gives
People a Jollynesse and Gayete . . . had wrought in mee
e contreary effects that | was as new a thingto them as
my Cloth's/ Thisis no complete picture of the Dorothy
of the love-letters, but even in them we s a tendency
to look on the dark side of things,

\Y

IN the summer of 1648 then we must suppose Temple
to have left St. Malo and moved to Paris. He 'sighed like
a lover but obeyed like a son'. All we are told by Lady
Giffard of this sojourn abroad is: 'l n that Journey seeing
other parts of France he past two years, learnt French
perfectly, & soon after his returne made another Jour-
ney' . .. and, in another place, that for some time he
had as a companion in travel and tennis Dorothy's cousin
(on the Danvers sde) Sir Thomas Osborne afterwards
Earl of Danby and Duke of Leeds.! Did he meet him
through Dorothy? or know him mdependently of her?

Temple's essay, 'On the gardens of Epicurus,’” perhaps
gives us a hint of the 'other parts of France' which he saw
at thistime. "My orange trees, he says, 'are aslarge as any
| saw when | was young in France, except those of Fon-
tainebleau’, and perhaps when he tells us that English
pippins 'yield to those of Normandy as these to those in
Anjou, and even these to those in Gascony', we may think
that he had seen for himself the apple-trees of all three
provinces.

It is well if Temple had any pleasant memories of his
two years in France, for those years 1648-50 were some cf
the most miserable in her annas—years of the spendthrift
tyranny of a foreign Queen-Regent, years of revolt and
discord, of which nothing came but the exhaustion of

! S Letter 5, note 5.
Letter 5 shows that Sir Thomas claimed to have been at St. Malo.
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noblesse and bourgeoisie aike and the established auto-
cracy of Louis X 1V.

The Tarlement' indeed demanded wholesome reforms
such as those which had been secured in England, but not
being a representative assembly, only a corporation of
lawyers, it had not the force nor the trained political sense
of the English Parliament. And, worst of all, the quarrel
was a three-sided one. Whilein England the nobility had
fought either for the king or the commons, in France the
noblesse was against both, and fighting for its own hand.
And lastly a foreign invader crossed her frontiers—even
within a month or two after the Thirty Years War had
ended with the conclusion of the Peace of Westphalia
In one of his early Essys written a year or two later,
Temple has a reference to the situation in January or
February 1648/9:* 'l was in Paris at that time when it
was beseig'd by the King and betray'd by the Parliament,
when the Archduke Leopoldus advanced farr into France
with apowerfull army,fear'd by one, suspected by another,
and invited by athird, in sort that his name fild every ones
mouth.’

Those years in France, with their constant political sur-
prises and disappointments, must have been full of warning
and instruction to the future statesman. They probably
left him with a British hatred of autocratical government
and a British contempt for the futility of the parties then
opposedtoit. But, probably too, hewaslikeWordsworthin
1790, and politics was only a secondary interest with him:

The independent spirit of pure youth
Called forth, at every season, new delights,
Spread round my steps like sunshine o'er green fields.

It was perhaps at this time, while he was at Paris, that
Templeadapted from the French a series of short romances
to which he gave the general title A True Romance, or The
disastrous chances of Love and Fortune.? He must at one
time have anticipated their publication, as he prefixed to

! Se p. xxx. Courtenay thought the reference was to Aug. 1648.

2 Thetitle runs on: 'Sett forth in divers tragicall Storys which in thess
latter ages have been but too truely acted upon the Stage of Europe.’
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themaletter tothe Reader. Inthishesays. "M any French
words not yet usuall among us | beleeve are slipt in, that
beeing the language most familiar to mee at the time of
their writing/ After this comes a letter, 'To my Lady/
evidently addressed to Dorothy:

'‘Madame,

Having so good a titleto my heart you may justly lay claime to all
that comes from it. Thees fruits | know will not bee worth your
owning, for alas what can bee expected from so barren a soile as
that must needs bee having been scorched up with those flames
w your eys havelong sincekindled in it ? Wereit heer my design
to increas the number of thees sheets, | could never finde a fitter
subject then this| am upon; nor would it ill suitewith therest of
thees tragicall storys should | heer trace over al thewandring steps
of an unfortunate passon w" has so long and so variously affected,
busied, diverted, pleased, and tormented mee. But it would bee
too imperfect a story since the subject has no ende nor | courage
enough to thinke of its beginning or revive those pleasing remem-
brances w°" would serve onely to sharpen the pangs of my present
disquiets. Tisnot heer my intention to publish a secrett or enter-
tainyou withwhat you are already sowell acquainted, tisonely to tell
you the occasion that brought thees storys into the frame wherein
now you sethem. Would | could doe it without calling to mind
the pains of that taedious absence, w®" | thought never would have
ended but with my life, having lasted so much longer then I could
ever figureto myself a possibility of livingwithout you. How slowly
the lame minutes of that time past away, you will easily imagine,
and how | was faine by all diversions to lessen the occasons of
thinking on you, w" yett cost mee so many sighs as | wonder how
they left mee breath enough to serve till my return. | found it to
no purpose to fly from my thoughts and that the best way was to
deceivethem with thelikeness of objectsand by representing others
misfortunes to them instead of my owne. Those books became
pleasant to mew*" would have been painfull to abetter humor, and
whilst | pittyed others | sometimes forgott how much | deservd it
my saf. Among many storys of that kind | mett with thees in
French, but in so miserable an attire as servd not a little to the
increas of my compassion in the reading them. | wishd them a
better dress, for though truth needs none, yett beeing too modest

Temple sams to uggest that his sories were recent history, though the
actors had been renamed.
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to come abroad without it tis pitty to ssee her in anill one. Poor
Lydias misadventures gave mee the first temptation to tell her
story over againe in a new language and fashion, after w°" | wasin-
sensibly traind on to the making up of her company by the esse
J found in such a kinde of diversion, for | made it the pastime of
those lonely houres that my broken deeps usd each night to leave
upon my hands. Besdesin the exprng of their severall passons
| found avent for my owne, w® |f kept in had sure burst mee before
now, and shewd you a heart w°® you have so wholly taken up that
contentment could nerefihdaroom init sincefirst you came there.
| send you thees storys as indeed they are properly yours, whose
remembrance indited whatever is passionate in any line of them.
Their shgpe and features are still the same but their color garbe
and fashion quite alterd from what they were when | mett
them, nor had you seen them before, could you know them again,
their names beeing new as well as their faces. What errand they
have to come thus abroad | must needs say | cannot tell, it
belongs to another to give in that account. A friend found them
by chance among some other scribled papers, from whom all
my importunity could never since recover them. When | found
hee was resolvd to publish them | could not but send this along
with them, not thinking it fitt to let any thing of mine goe abroad
without the marke of my servitude. But they are now mine no
longer, nor could any body doe mee a greater favor then to owne
them. Should | sett your name to thlsletter thousands would doe
it to gaine the title of your servant, w" is that | onely intend heer
to bee knowne by, nor by that to any but your sdf, nor to you
neither unles you are well enough acquainted with my heart to
know my thoughts in any d|sgwse Thees shall never have other
besides this generall address w®" (if fortune ever brings them to
your hands) you will easily apply to yourself by a just esteam of
your owne merits and my passion to bee the greatest of any.

And now Madam | must onely aske for pardon for entitling you
to 7he disastrous chances of Love and Fortune; you will not bee dis-
plesse! since | thereby entitleyouto my wholelifew®" hath hitherto
been composed of nothing else. But whilst | am yours | can never
bee unhappy, and shall dwaies esteem fortune my friend so long
as you shall esteem mee

Y our Servant.

Temple appends a list of the tales: The Labyrinth of
Fortune, The Fate of Jealousie, The constant Desperado,
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The force of custome, The generous Lovers, The brave
Duellists, Theincestuous paire, The Maids revenge, The
disloyall Wife. Of these only the third, fourth, fifth,
eighth, and ninth seem to be preserved. They are all in
Temple's autograph.

Vi

| IMAGINE that Temple returned to London to his father's
house in the winter of 1650/1. He remained in London
for six months, and during part of that time Dorothy
Osborne was in London and the love-affair again ran its
course. But again Sir John Temple thought things were
going too far, and being himself on business at York, he
summoned his son to him there and from York sent
him to the Low Countries to prevent any chance of a
hasty marriage.” The lovers parted at Goring House,?
which seems to have been used at that time for public
entertainments. Temple went north and Dorothy re-
turned to Chicksands, to be pestered by her brother Henry
with one proposal of marriage after another, as told in
Letter 3, a course of persecution only broken Q/the death
of her mother at Chicksands on 15 October,” and by a
visit to Epsom Wells with her friends, Mr. and Mrs. Gold-
smith of Campton, in the summer of 1652, when her
separation from Temple and his silence, only interrupted
by a single letter in March, had told sadly on her nerves,
or, in her own language, had given her 'the spleen\

In the late summer of 1651 then, as | suppose, Temple
was sent abroad agam Lady Giffard writes that he
'made another Journey into Holland, Germany & Flanders,

! Thisishow | take Dorothy's words in Letter 76. Cp. the reference to
'your Yorkshire journey' in Letter 6.

» Letter 3.

3| think it isclear from Letter 3 that Lady O. died in 1651, not 1650,
as stated on her monument.

4 Sr John Temple had been in Holland himsdf. Cp. SP.D. Chas. I
dvii, 23 May 1645. Committee of both kingdoms resolves 'that Sir John
Temple be sent express into Holland with the declaration of both Houses
to the Edates General and that he shall have £100 for his journey.'
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where he grew so perfect a master of Spanish & return'd
with soe perticular an inclination to Brussdlles, that he
usd to say the King had no imployment, whenever the
Governement was settled up agin, he should be soe well
pleasd to serve him in, as being His Resident there.
After two years passd in theese Countrys® he came home,
liv'dtwo or threeyears about the Towne.. In fifty-three
[sc. 1653/4] k®°"" i ®d hissisterinto Ireland®,

We havelittle further information about Temple'slife
abroad. In March 1652 Dorothy had a letter from him
from Breda and in the autumn of 1652 before his return
to England he was at Antwerp.® Between these dates he
was probably at Brussdls. In one of his Esssyswritten there
he has an interesting account of the Archduke Leopold,
whom he had just seen:

'| was In Paris at that time [?Jan. 1648/9] when it wes beseig'd
by the King and betray'd by the Parliament, when the Archduke
Leopoldus advanced farr into France with a powerfull army,
fear'd by one, suspected by another, and invited by a third, in sort
that his name fild every ones mouth (and indeed it might the
biggest in France). This and his being of the house of Austria was
al that | knew of him before | came into Flanders; such towring
titles gave mee occasion to draw his picture like the Knight that
kills the Gyant in a Romance; upon my comming to Brussds | was
impatient to s him, which | did last night, and that in a posture
(if any does) commanding respect & reverence, in his chappell,
before the Altar, under his pavillion, his pages on one hand, Preists
on the other, the Knights of the Order before him, and yet for all
this methinkes hee looks as like Tom or Dick as ever | saw any
body in my life. His nose or beard or uprightness of gate give him
some aire of our late King, | found it not alone, and yet | am apt
to beleeve it might bee his dignity and pomp more then counten-
ance or person that abusd our fancyes to draw a resemblance; wee
are resolv'd to find some likenesse betweene those who are given us
for brothers when there is none, and perhaps no reason why there

! He returned in Nov. 1652, so on my dating he wes only abroad
fifteen or sixteen months. That Lady Giffard's dating in looseis ssn by
the 'two or three years she gives him in London. We know this should
be fifteen months.

S Letter 2. 3 Shown by hisletter in Spanish.
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should bee any. But many other things may bee said more to the
Archducks advantage then this. Hee is certainly a person that has
many virtues and few defects, onely his ill-luck is that his virtues
consist in such things as value a private person, his defects in such
as accomplish a Prince; nature and fortune were not of counsell
together when they made him, one a man, and tother a ruler
of men. In a meaner condition hee had been a greate personage,
whereas in this hee appeares a meane one, so the same planet which
shines a sparkling glorious light in a lower sphear, were it advanced
to the sunns height would not bee gazed at, or if it were, twould
bee to despise its dimnesse, not admireitslight. Hee is so excellent
a Linguist that twould bee hard to judge by his language whither
high Dutch, Italian, or Spanish were his mother tongue, ready and
eloguent in the latin, not unvers'd in the French, onely his Masters
quarrell forbids him the use; this seems to mee no small perfection,
that speake nonewell, but still asmuch as | gain in another language
I loose in my owne, and use to flatter my selfe with the beleefe that
when a tongue is cloven no part can retaine the force of an whole
tongue. Hee is a good Philosopher, better divine, understands
Chimes try well, and | am apt to beleeve hee understands it the
better in that hee doth not practise it, eminent in the theory of
Musick, both to judge and compose, exquisite in that of peinture,
and rather asham'd then ignorant of using the pencill: for the
virtues of the mind, devout even to superstition, temperate in all
meats but eggs, and if his riot in that bee more then rumor, tis
thought to proceed rather from a necessity of his constitution then
from any luxury of his palat, chast in such an excesse, that if his
hair were noe thicker upon his beard then it is upon his head, |
beleeve his manhood would bee call'd in question, personally very
valiant and yet not stupidly hardy, to charge with thefirst and not
runnwith the last, wittness the battle of Lans," neither did | ever
heare his justice taxed for the rigor of severity or the abuse of
clemency. What can bee said more? sure any modest man will take
this in payment. But yet what can commend a Prince, that wants
strength of judgement, able to shock the very wheele of fortune,
a quick and reaching foresight to discover the storme whilst clouds
are gathering, height of spirit to scorn any guide but reason, active
courage and able conduct to manage a warr as well as to fight a
battell, a generous obliging carriage to enslave mens minds as well
asgovern theire bodyes, and dispose theirefortunes ? | am confident
our Archdukes mind was never so intent upon ordering a pitch'd

! The Archduke was routed by Condc at Lens 19 Aug. 1648.
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field as a consort of Musick, his eye never so curious in viewing a
fortification as a lanskip, heeis more pleasd with hisimagein wax
made by a Nunn then hee would bee with his Statue in brass set up
by the States of Flanders, more proud of composing a new aire for
his quire then of subduing anew provincefor hisKing. Whilst hee
sits under line, affaires are bandy'd about by the two court rackets
Count Schomberg and Fuensaldagra, thisthe Kings, that the Arch-
dukes minion. Hee is liberall to none but his picture bauds, to
bring one of TitiansMasterpeicesinto hisGallery isan equall merit
as twould bee to bring one of natures Masterpeices into the Turkes
Seraglio; while his Italian capons are fed fat in the Court, the
brave Spanish cocks are famished in the very pit, so that for my
part | admire all his souldiers are not long since turn'd Musitians,
that being the onely way to bee duely pai‘d. Twould bee something
yet if hee would but pay the drums and trumpets for theire affinity
to Musick; but aas, point des novelles, there is no newes for them
but of the sege of Dunkirk and ammunition bread. Thetruth
ont is, how ever hee hath purchas'd it | know not, but hee hath the
ill luck to have no mans good word and all womens bad, yet all
theire tongues seame to bee guided more by general fancy and
example then by any particular reason. In fin | cannot tell what
better to compare him to then his Mistresse fortune, upon which
all people that suffer exclaime and cry out, accusing her for doeing
all the evill that arrives in the world whilst das she poore wretch
does nothing at all.'

In reading Dorothy Osborne's letters, we feel it a great
loss not to have Temple's side of the correspondence.
From his after-career we know that he was a man of states-
manlike abilities and strong character, still we get no
picture of him as hewas in hisyouth. The passage | have
guoted here helps us. We see that during his years abroad,
he did not give himself up to idle pleasures, he mastered
new languages, practised himselfinthewriting of hisown,
and brought an active and reflective mind to bear upon
whatever came in his way. It was the same when he had
returned to London. Lady Giffard says that he

hVd two or three years about the Towne in the usua entertaine-
ments of Y oung & |dlemen, but never without passing a great deal

The metaphor from a tennis-court is characterigtic.
Dunkirk had been taken by Conde in 1646.
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of it done, where heread much 8c writt, both vases & some other
short Essys” upon severdl subjects W™ are still in his Famely,
though he would never suffer them to goe further, & that (if |
might be Judge) were not less extraordinary a y age, then what he
hes writt 9nce with more Judgement & thought. Such aspirit &
range of fancy & imagination, I beleave, hes sddome bin seen; W™
he usd to sy cost him afterwards so much pains to sppressin all
hewritt & made publick, & w ¢ h rhgps might kegp them from
passing so well with nicer people asthey did with me!’

When, in Paris, Temple wrote his stories called The
disastrous chances of Loveand Fortuneand, later in England,
the dedicatory letter, it is clear that Dorothy filled his
mind. Whether during his second stay abroad, her image
at all faded, | cannot say. She only had the one letter
from him from Breda, but Sir John Temple may have
vetoed correspondence. It is, however, noticeable that
though he returned to England in November 1652,
it was nearly Christmas before Dorothy heard from
him. Meanwhile on 1 December he had written a letter
in Spanish? to a friend at Antwerp in which he sys he
had been till then sixty leagues from London and makes
that the excuse of his long silence. Fortune had never
been kind to him but in allowing him to spend some time
at Antwerp, and giving him the desire of returning there.
His mind often darts to the streets, the churches, and the
ramparts of Antwerp. Hisfriend knows hislove of foreign
languages and customs, and how unwillingly—constrained
by his father's commands—he had left the city of his
heart where the beauty of the buildings, the cleanness of
the streets surpass all other towns and are only matched
by the charm of the ladies and the eegance of the whole
society. While his fancy is overcome with those past de-
lights, heis stifled in London smoke which would hardly
leave him breath for Sghs if he were in love. But thereis
no remedy but patience, perhaps the spring or summer
will s him back.

Englandisembroiled with France and Holland, thereis

1 We have ssen that some of these Essays at any ratewerewritten while
he was still abroad. See Appendix |.
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no appearance of peace nor, as far as he can judge, advant-
ageto be had from war. A battle at s\ had been raging—
the result might be known at any moment.! He doss
Su servidor muy aficionado W. Temple'.

In a postscript he begs his friend to ak the painter
Segur [Seghersp if he does not remember painting a little
picture which was presented by him or some one d<e to
the late King of England—a dlass vae full of flowersand
leaves, including two large rosss and two or three little
ones with some other flowers. He aks his friend to reply
in Spanish and address his letters

Tor M". James Temple at M ". Right's house in Marke Lane
London.'

Why Temple wishes his letters to be addressed to him in
a false name remains his own secret.

Temple probably did not give his Antwerp friend a full
account of his fedings on his return to England. At any
rate, he writes in a week or two to Dorothy at Chicksands
and recaves in reply the firg of the letters which are the
saple of this book.

Y Tromp had defeated Blake near the Goodwins on 28 Nov.

This is the famous flower-painter Daniel Seghers or Zeghers of
Antwerp, born 1590, died 1661.
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DOROTHY OSBORNE AND HER TIMES AS
SEEN IN HER LETTERS

T HE story told in these letters written between Decem-
ber 1652 and the autumn of 1654 has many of the
elements of a drama. Two young lovers endowed with
qualities which win our sympathy and admiration pass
through times of separation, suspense, and dejection to be
happily united in the last act: there are well-meaning
friends who raise difficulties and make misery; and there
is a crowd of minor figuresin the background who give
now touches of comedy, and now colour and atmosphere,
to the scene of the play.

The opening is itself dramatic. A young lady of high
connexionsand many accomplishments has given her heart
long ago to a worthy lover, but he has gone abroad and
for all she knows has forgotten her. She spends her days
inagreat country house built out of an ancient monastery,
dreaming over romances or pining for her lover's return,
motherless and alone save for the society of a brave old
father, impoverished in the service of his king and now
falling into the weskness of age, or of a single brother who
wearies himself and wearies her with schemes of marrying
her to this eligible suitor or that. But one evening comes
aletter in a familiar hand. Her lover is back in London
and writes half playfully to ak if she is still free.

How much that letter meant to her, those of us who
know Dorothy Osborne can detect under the stiff forms
of her maidenly reply. William Temple learnt from it at
least that she was still as uncommitted as at their last
parting and that he was one of the persons in the world
whom she was most concerned in. If during his absence
his love had at all cooled, that letter gave it fresh ardour.
Hewrote again in renewed confidence and now drew from
her a letter, such as the many that were to follow it, in
which shemingled loverlikereproacheswithflashesof the
merry wit that was one of her chief charms. Intwo more
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letters each tells the other of all that has happened during
their separation, Dorothy, in particular, of her mother's
death and of the 'servants, or suitors, who have been
pressed upon her and whom her womanly ingenuity has
enabled her to decline. The old relations are re-estab-
lished, soon there are happy meetingsin London, and then
week by week the Campton carrier tekes a letter to the
absent lover filled with solicitude for his health, tales of
her oppressively affectionate brother, sparkling pictures
touched with satire of him and of new candidates for her
hand, outbursts against the cruelty of Fortune and fore-
bodings that the happiness she longs for is something too
good to be ever realized.

Many readers of Dorothy's letters will look to them in
vain for the endearing terms associated with modern love-
letters. They belong in fact to an age which demanded
from a girl reserve in the expression of her deeper feelings.
For along timethey openwith'Sir', and when the engage-
ment has become so definite that 'Sir" would be out of
place, they open abruptly with no form of address at all.
One doubts if either writer before marriage ever addressed
the other by his or her Christian name. When Temple
has made some allusion to her confessons of love, Dorothy
shrinks at the word and begs 'Let it be friendship in the
next charge’. Sheisnow twenty-six but she makesit plain
that nothingwill induce her to marry without her father's
consent or so as to incur the judgement that from a
worldly point of view she has |et passion carry her into an
act of imprudence.

But Dorothy's capacity of love must be tested rather
by her deeds than her words. It is seen above all, in the
constancy of her attach