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PREFACE

THIS history has been compiled with the purpose of pro-
viding within reasonable compass an authoritative account,
suitable for genera readers and for students at military
schools, of the operations of the British Army in the
Western theatre of war in 1914-1918. It is based on the
British officia records.

The present volume covers events from mobilization
up to the middle of October 1914 only; a period of two
and a half months, and is on a scae which to a large
extent treats the battalion, sguadron and battery records
as the bass of the story. In succeeding volumes it will
not be possible or desirable to adhere to this, and succes
sively the brigade, division and even corps may become
the unit of narrative. For thls volume the scale adopted
s%ems appropriate, in view of the importance of small
units in the early operations, of the lessons to be derived
from the study of the work of these units in open warfare,
and of the desirability of leaving a picture of what war
was like in 1914, when trained soldiers were still of greater
importance than material, and gas, tanks, long-range guns,
creeping barrages and the participation of aircraft in
ground fighting wereunknown.

The mass of documents to be dealt with was very
great, and the difficulty has been not in obtaining in-
formation, but in compressing and cutting down what was
available. The British records comprise not only the
war diaries of every staff and unit engaged, with their
voluminous appendices containing all orders, intelligence,

v
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etc., received and issued, and detailed reports of actions,
but they include dso the Genera Headquarters files, the
Commander-in-Chief'sdiary, and practically every telegram
and message despatched and received. These official
documents have been supplemented by private diaries
and papers which have been kindly lent, by regimental
records, and by interviews with officers who took part in
the operations.

On a modern battlefield, however, knowledge of events
is extraordinarily local, and the transmission of informa-
tion difficult; in addition important witnesses only too
often become casuaties. Though written orders and
messages are absolutely reliable evidence of the matters
with which they deal, war diaries and reports of actions,
written up immediately after events, are liable to contain
mistakes. Commanders and daffs are naturally more
concerned in finding out and reporting the exact situation
and condition of their troops and of the enemy, in sending
up reinforcements, ammunition and supplies, and recording
experience for future use than in the collection of historical
matter. In fact, even officers well known to be specially
interested in military history have confessed that during
the war the idea of collecting or keeping material for its
future historian never occurred to them. Many incidents
deserving of record may therefore have escaped notice.
It will greatly assist in the compilation of monographs or
of a fuller officia history in years to come, if readers who
can supply further information or corrections will com-
municate with the Secretary of the Historical Section,
Committee of Imperial Defence, 2 Whitehall Gardens,
London, S.W.I.

The text and maps now presented are the result of the
co-operative labours of the staff, past and present, of the
Historical Section, Military Branch,* which, in collabora-
tion with the Disposal of Records Department, War Office,
is also charged with the sorting and arrangement of the

! Spedal assistance in compiling this volume has been rendered by
Major A. F. Becke, Mgior F. W. Tomlinson, Captain G. C. Wynne and
Mr. £. A. Dixon.
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records dealing with operations oversees.  This latter part
of its work absorbed most of its energy and time until well
on into 1921. The Branch did not obtain a permanent
- home until October 1919; thus a large amount of im-
portant material did not become available until it was
unpacked and sorted after this date, and it was then found
necessxy to re-write an account of the initial operations
aready partly drafted.

The British Expeditionary Force in France in 1914
was not acting independently, and formed only a small
part of the Allied Armies engaged ; it has therefore been
necessary to include an account of the action of the French
and Belgian forces sufficient to provide a proper frame-
work for the British operations. As regards the Belgian
Army, ample material for this purpose has been published
by the Belgian Genera Staff. The French Genera Staff
hes not yet issued any history, but much information
with regard to the French plans and operations has
already been made public: officialy in the reports of
Parliamentary Enquiries, semi-officialy by historians like
M. Hanotaux, M. Engerand, M. Madelin and Genera
Palat (Pierre Lehautcourt), and inthe form of reminiscences
and memoirs by actual participants, such as Generas
Lanrezac, Galli&ii, Duball and Mangin. It was not,
therefore, thought necessary to trouble the French Genera
Staff except as regards the incident of the asssance
rendered by General Sordet's Cavalry Corps at the battle
of Le Cateau, when a copy of the war diary of the troops
concerned was very courteously furnished. With this
exception, it must be understood that for the French
operations the only absolutely authoritative statements
quoted are the orders, instructions, intelligence reports,
etc., received officially by G.H.Q. from the French Grand
Quartier Géneral.

The published German accounts of the early part of
the war are very numerous, and they deal both with the
decisons and orders of the higher commanders and the
operations of many corps and even smaller fighting units.
The most notable are the books of the three Army com-
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manders, von Kluck, von Biilow and von Hausen, the
Genera Staff monographs "L uttich-Namur" and "Mons,"
the official list of battles and engagements, with the
names of the formations, etc., present, entitled " Schlachten
und Gefechte," and the stories of participants like General
von Zwehl, General von Kuhl, Hauptmann Bloem (the
novelist) and Hofprediger Vogel.! It was originally in-
tended to give the accounts derived from German sources
in the form of notes at the end of each Chapter; but, after
consideration, it was decided that such an arrangement
might prove inconvenient, and that it was better as a
genera rule to include them in the body of the Chapters,
as close as possible to the events in the British narra-
tive to which they refer. This arrangement, in view
of the difference of the character of the material, has
naturally caused breaks in the style and scope of the
story, but it makes the comparison of the two accounts
easier.

General Freiherr Mertz von Quirheim, the Director of
the German Reichsarchiv, Berlin, which has custody of
the war records, has been good enough to furnish material
in order to clear up a few points on which there seemed
insufficient information.

As separate histories of the Royal Air Force and the
Medical Services are being compiled, a detailed account
of their work has not been included in the narrative.

Two sas of maps have been prepared. The one,
distinguished by the word " Sketches," sufficient for the
general reader, is bound in the volume ; the other, intended
for the use of students of war, isissued separately. Except
the situation maps for the battle of the Aisne, which are
taken from the originals, the maps have been compiled
from data and sketches in the war diaries or furnished
by officers, or from French and German publications.

The typescript or proof sheets have been read by a
number of commanders and staff and regimental officers
who took part in the events narrated, and the compiler
has been greatly assisted by their advice and criticism,

! See List of Books, pp. xxiii-xxvi.
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for which he tenders them his most sincere thanks. He
is specidly grateful to Mr. C. T. Atkinson, his predecessor
in charge of the Branch, for advice and help at all times,
which his intimate knowledge of the records made most
valuable; and both to him and to Mr. W. B. Wood,
the partner in the compilation of a book on an earlier
war, for the reading and correction of the proof sheets.

J E E
April 1922,






NOTES

THE locations of troops and places are given from right to
left of the front of the Allied Forces, unless otherwise
stated. Thus, even in the retreat to the Sane they are
described from east to west. In translations of German
orders they ae left as in the original, but otherwise
enemy troops are enumerated in relation to the British
front.

The convention observed in the British Expeditionary
Force is followed as regards the distinguishing numbers
of Armies, Corps, Divisions, etc., of the British and Allied
Armies, e.g., they are written in full for Armies, but in
Roman figures for Corps, and in Arabic for smaller forma-
tions and units, except Artillery Brigades, which are
Roman; thus: Fourth Army, 1V. Corps, 4th Division,
4th Infantry Brigade, 4th Cavalry Brigade, |V. Brigade,
R.F.A.

German formations and units, to distinguish them
clearly from the Allies, are printed in italic characters,
thus : First Army, J. Corps, 1st Division.

The usua Army, and sometimes the Army List,
abbreviations of regimental names have been used in the
narrative; for example, "2/R. West Kent" or "West
Kents" for 2nd Battalion The Queen's Own (Royal West
Kent Regiment); " the Somerset” or " Somerset L.L" for
The Somerset Light Infantry; K.O.Y.L.I. for the King's
Own Yorkshire Light Infantry; K.R.R.C. for The King's
Royal Rifle Corps. To avoid constant repetition, the
"Royal" in regimental titles is often omitted and, for
instance, the Royal Warwickshire are caled "the War-
wickshire."

Abbreviations employed occasiondly are .—

G.H.Q. for British Generd Headquarters.
G.Q.G. for French Grand Quartier General (usually spoken
as " Grand Q.G.").
VOL. | Xi b
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O.H L. for German Oberste Heeredeitung (Ger man Supreme
Command), N.B—"G.H.Q." in German means
Grosses Haupt-Quartier, that is the Kaiser's
Headquarters, political, military and naval, as
distinguished from O.H.L.

Officers are described by the rank which they held at
the period under consideration.

The accents in French and Belgian place names well
known to British troops have been omitted.

The meaning of Reserve, Ersatz, Landwehr as applied
to German formations is explained on pp. 21, 22. Of other
German terms used, Jager and Schltzen both signify
riflemen formed in special battalions; Abteilung means
agroup of three batteries of artillery; a German artillery
brigade consists of two regiments each of two or three
Abteilungen.!

Pioniere : are the German field Engineers; the word
cannot well be translated by " Engineers" or " Pioneers/'
as the men in the Pioniere units, although they have a
thorough training in field engineering, are not tradesmen
of theclassfound in R.E. Companies, and are only employed
on field duties; besides, in Germany there was an " In-
genieur Korps," which had duties in the construction and
maintenance of fortresses.

Time in German narratives and orders, which in the
period dealt with was one hour earlier than British, has
been corrected to our standard, unless it has specifically
stated against it " German time."

' Abteilung also means a mounted machine-gun battery with cavalry, as
opposed to the M.G. Kompagnier which forms part of an infantry regiment
or J&ger battalion.
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INTRODUCTION

THE ARMIES OF THE WESTERN ALLIED POWERS

GREAT BRITAIN

THE year 1871, which witnessed the foundation of the
German Empire, marked also an epoch in the history of
the British ArmP/. In that year the first steps were taken
to replace the old army of Peninsular model by a force
raised and organized on modern lines: the system of
purchase, under which officers bought their commissions
In each successive rank, was abolished ; short service was
adopted,” not so much with the idea of attracting recruits
as of building up a reserve; and regiments of infantry,
except those which were already composed of more than
one battalion, were grouped in pairs. Ten years later, in
1881, this grouping was made permanent, the old numbers
were abolished and the infantry was reconstituted into
double - battalion regiments with territorial titles on a
territorial basis.”

The old Militia remained, as always, on a territorial
basis. It was gradually drifting back to the function,
which it had fulfilled during the Napoleonic wars, of a
recruiting depot for the army, but without the ballot;
for the enforcement of the ballot had for a long time been
suspended by an annual Act of Parliament.?

! It had already been tried in Marlborough's time and in the Napoleonic
wars, and had been the rule with the European regiments of the East
Indja Company's Service. )

) An excellent_account of the development of the Army will be found
in " The Army Book of the British Empire" (H.M. Stationery Office,
5s.), It unfortunately stops at 1893.

® The ballot had been systematically employed almost all through the
Napoleonic wars. There were two kinds of Militia :—the Regular, which
was permanently embodied in war time and provided a home-defence
force; and the Local, which, apart from annual training, was only to be
called out in case of actual invasion and rebellion, so that it was practically
a training reserve.

VOL. | 1 B
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Side by side with the Militia stood the Yeomanry
Cavalry, first called into being by the threat of a French
invasion in 1794-95. It attracted an excellent class of
recruit, but its training was very limited, both in scope
and duration. ‘ :

Behind the Militiaand Y eomanry were the Volunteers,
chiefly infantiy. They also had been first formed in
1794-95 ; but In 1806-7 they had been transformed into
Local Militia, recruited by ballot without power of sub-
stitution, and subject to the same discipline as the Militia.
After 1815 the Local Militia soon died out; but in
1859 the Volunteers were revived on the original basis of
1794-95.

The best part of a generation, however, was needed for
the new army system, initiated in 1871, to settle down
and bear fruit. The home battalion of a regiment was for
yearslittle morethan agroup of boyswho, asthey matured,
were drafted out to the battalion on foreign service. Only
in India was the real British Army of fully-trained and
grown men to be seen.

In 1899-1902 the war in South Africa put the British
military forces to a rude practical test. Never before had
S0 many troops been sent overseas. The Regular Army
was found to be too small for the work even when the
Reserves had been called out, and means to supplement
it had to be improvised; the Militia and Yeomanry
volunteered for foreign service almost to a man; the
Volunteer battalions sent a succession of companies to
the Regular battalions of their regiments in South Africa,
and formed special active service units; and the Overseas
Dominions and Colonies enthusiastically raised and de-
spatched contingents. The experience acquired by all
arms and by all branches of the Staff in this war was
soon to prove of the utmost value.

In February 1904 the office of Commander-in-Chief was
abolished, and with it the system which had been built u
by the Duke of Y ork between 1795-1809. After his deat
in 1827 the Secretary of State, representing the Govern-
ment, had gradually indeed acquired most of the powers
of the Commander-in-Chief, until few of them were left.
An Armg Council was set up, which gave the Secretary of
State a board of six advisers: four professional soldiers,
each of them at the head of a great department, and two
civilians, known as the financial and civil members. The
duties of the Commander-in-Chief as regards inspection of
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}:roops were transferred to an Inspector-General of the
orces.

Next came the constitution of a General Staff, on
principles which were decided at a meeting of the Army
Council on 9th August 1905. The Chief of the General
Staff was authorized to proceed with its formation on
11 th November 1905. Instructionsfor its organization were
promulgated by a special Army Order of 12th September
1906. - Such a body was a complete innovation in the
British Armg. The word " Staff" had been known for
generations, but signified originally no more than the
Department of the Commander-in-Chief as contrasted with
that of the Secretary of State for War—of the Horse
Guards as distinguished from the War Office. This Staff,
however, was an administrative one only; there was no
such thing as a Staff at Headquarters charged with such
duties as are now associated with the name. Nor was the
Headquarters Staff at the Horse Guards consulted as to
military plans and operations. Its business was to pro-
vide such trained men as the Cabinet required, not to advise
as to their duties or employment.

The General Staff came into bein% under the guidance
of Mr. (now Lord) Haldane, who became Secretary of
State for War in December 1905, and was charged with
the duty of reorganizing the land forces not only of the
country, but of the Empire.

The need of reform was urgent, for the Germans made
little concealment of their intention to enter the lists for
the domination of the world, and were not only perfecting
vast military preparations, but quietly insinuating them-
. selves into the control of the most important financial and
commercial undertakings of their neighbours. They had
already established an elaborate system of espionage, and
were abusing the hospitality of friendly States by organizing
also a system of sabotage—that is to say, the destruction,
by secret agents introduced in time of peace, of such im-
portant means of communication as telegraph lines, rail-
way junctions and bridges, and the like. Hitherto our
ancient and glorious rival had been France; but this new
enemy lay to the east and not to the south ; and the eyes
of those charged with the defence of the United Kingdom
were now turned towards the North Sea instead of towards
the Channel.

I n order to fulfil our treaty obligations in respect of
Belgium, there was now also a prospect that it might
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become necessary to land a force on the continent of
Europe: toprotect theintegrity of Belgium, andto operate
in conjunction with the French and Belgian armies in case
of a German attack on Francewhich involved theviolation
of Belgian neutrality. Britain had always depended
hitherto upon a nominally voluntary army for service

abroad; but the numbers that could thus be raised were
unllkely to be sufficient in an European war on a modern
scale; and to combine a voluntary with a compulsory
system of recruiting at short notice seemed impracticable,
even if Parliament could have been brought to assent
toit.

The problem presented to Mr. Haldane, therefore, was
how to reorganize the existing forces so as to raise them to
the highest point of efficiency, and to provide for their
rapid expansion in time of need.

THE REORGANIZATION or 1908
The Saff

The first step was to build up a General Staff which
should be the brains of the army; and special care was
taken to separate its work, as a department concerned with
strategy and training, from that of the old Headquarters
Staff, whose duties were purely administrative. The
instruction for officers of all branches of the Staff was
provided at the Staff College, Camberley, which was
greatly enlarged, and at the Indian Staff College at Quetta,
recently founded by Lord Kitchener. From the graduates
of these institutions officers for the General Staff and for
the Adjutant-General's and Quartermaster-General's De-
partments were chosen. For the technical instruction of
the Administrative Staff special arrangements were made
at the London School of Economics for selected officers,
including Staff College graduates, to be trained in such
matters as business management and railway organization.

Officers

The initial dlfflculty of providing a reserve of officers
was ver?/ great. Haldane turned to the universities
to supplement the mllltary colleges at Sandhurst and
Woolwich by converting the Volunteer Corps which had
long existed in our older universities into Officers Training
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Corps; ! and in these, under the guidance of the General
Staff and wi th the concurrence of the university authorities,
practical military instruction was given not only to army
candidates but to many members who did not intend
entering the military profession as a career. Public
schools which possessed Volunteer Corps were invited
to convert them into Contingents of the Officers' Training
Corps; whilst universities and schools which had not
gpt them were encouraged to form them, and those that

id so were given the privilege of nominating a certain
number of boys for admission to Sandhurst without further
examination.

The Regular Army

The great want of the mounted branches was a reserve
of horses to make good the deficiencies on mobilization.
This was surg)lied y taking a census of all horses in the
kingdom, and obtaining statutory power to requisition all
that were suitable for military purposes.

In the Artillery there was an insufficiency of ammuni-
tion columns to meet the increased expenditure of ammuni-
tion due to the introduction of quick-firing guns. The
Garrison Artillery Militia was therefore turned into a
Special Reserve, to be used primarily in the formation of
these columns; and thirty-three regular batteries, which
had their full complement of guns but few men, were
employed to train them. The general reserve of artillery
was, by careful nursing, increased. By 1912 the number
of batteries that could be mobilized for war had been
increased from forty-two to eighty-one. The field artillery
was organized into brigades, each of three batteries and an
ammunitioncolumn.

In the Infantry steps were taken to restore the observ-
ance of the system, generally called Lord CardwelPs, that
for every battalion abroad at least one should be at home.
The balance had been upset as a consequence of the South
African War and our rapid Imperial expansion. By the
withdrawal of certain colonial garrisons, the proportion
was eventually established at eighty-four battalions at
home—including nine of Guards that did not come into
the Cardwell system—and seventy-three abroad.

! The idea of turning the University Volunteers into an Officers
Training Corps was suggested by Lord Lovat and others just after the
corgﬁlusg?_n of the South African war, but was not then taken up by the
authorities.
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The Army Service Corps, reorganized in 1888, had
proved itself so efficient in South Africa that it needed
ittle more than such changes in organization as were
entailed by the introduction of motor transport. In 1900
the War Office had appointed a Mechanical Transport
Committee; and by 1911 two schemes were in operation,
viz. (a) the Provisional Subsidy Scheme, by which civil
vehicles could be requisitioned for military purposes, until
through (6) the Main Subsidy Scheme the number of
vehicles built to the War Office specifications for private
owners should suffice to supply the needs of the Army.
Both schemes were employed to furnish the necessary
vehicles on mobilization in 1914. In 1912 the transport
of the divisions and the cavalry was reorganized. The
horsed baggage and supply wagons were grouped into
Train companies, leaving only first line or fighting trans-
port with regimental units. For each division there was
formed a divisional supply column of motor lorries, whose
business it was to bring up rations to a point where the
supply sections of the divisional Train could refill, and, if
possible, to take back sick and wounded.

In the Medical Services of the Army many important
changes were made in organization, training and adminis-
tration.® They were due not only to the experience gained
in the South African War, but to the lessons learnt from
the Russo-Japanese War -of 1904-5, and to the revision
of the Geneva Convention in 1906, which afforded a new
basis for the organization of voluntary aid. In the place
of the bearer companies and field hospitals each division
and the cavalry division were provided with self-contained
field ambulances, and a new echelon—the clearing hospital—
was introduced tofacilitate the rapid evacuation of wounded,
which was to be the great feature of the new system. Motor
transport, though proposed in 1908, was only introduced on a
very meagre scale, sufficient for peace purposes. The Army
Nursing Service was put on a firm basis. Under the
auspices of an Army Medical Board, of which eminent
civilian specialists were members, sanitation, measures for
prevention of disease, inoculation, and the provision of
pure water, received special attention. To keep the
medical service in touch with the General Staff, officers of
the Royal Army Medical Corps were appointed to special

! They will be found described in detail in " History of the Great
War, Medical Services, General History," and are therefore enumerated
very briefly here.



THE EXPEDITIONARY FORCE 7

sections of the Directorates of Military Operations and
Military Training. The medical service of the Territorial
Force was organized similarly to that of the Regular Army,
and large provision made for the formation of hospitals in
time of war and the organization of voluntary aid.

The Militia was renamed Special Reserve, to indicate
what it had long been in practice—a depot for feeding the
Regular Army. This was a reversion to the policy -of
Castlereagh, who had also turned the Old Militia (as it was
called) into a recruit depot. This Old Militia consisted
almost entirely of substitutes hired to take the place of
balloted men, who when they had thus joined were offered
a bounty to enlist in the Line and refill the ranks of
Wellington's army in the Peninsula.

The Expeditionary Force

The Regular Army, or First Line, was reorganized
into an expeditionary force consisting of six divisions of
all arms and one cavalry division. Each of the six divi-
sions comprised threei nfantr?/ brigades, or twelve battalions
altogether, with divisional mounted troops, artillery,
engineers, signal service, supply and transport train, and
field ambulances. The total war establishment of each
division was thus raised to some 18,000 of all ranks and
descriptions, of whom 12,000 were infantry, with 24
machine guns, and 4,000 artillery, with seventy-six guns
Ffifty-four 18-pdrs. ; eighteen 4-5-inch howitzers; and
our 60-pdrs.). The Cavalry Division comprised four
brigades of three regiments each, and cavalry divisional
troops, consisting of artillery, engineers, signal service
and medical units. The strength was some 9000 ‘of all
ranks and 10,000 horses, with twenty guns (13-pdrs.)
and twenty-four machine guns. Although the nucleus
of one corps staff was maintained in time of peace, at
Aldershot, and corps had been formed at manoeuvres, it
was not originally intended to have any intermediate
echelon between the General Headquarters of the Ex-
peditionary Force and the six divisions. The decision
to form corps was—in order to conform to French organi-
zation—made immediately on the formal appointment
on mobilization of Field-Marshal Sir John French as
Commander-in-Chief. Thus it happened that two out
of the three corps staffs had to be improvised ; and even
inthe divisional staffs the Peace Establishment allowed for
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only two out of the six officers given in the War Establish-
ment. None the less, this new organization was a great
step forward in the preparation of the army for war.

The Second Line

The Yeomanry became the second line of cavalry, and
was reorganized into fourteen brigades.

The Volunteers were treated according to the precedent
of Castlereagh, who had invited them to convert themselves
into Local Militia, on pain of disbandment. So, too, Mr.
Haldane bade them .either become Territorial troops or
cease to exist. Mr. Haldane further reverted to the old
policy of decentralization, and entrusted the raising and
administration of the Territorial Force to the County
Lieutenancies, renamed Territorial Associations, under the
Presidency of the Lords Lieutenant. The only difference
between the two statesmen was that Castlereagh insisted
upon comFuIsory ersonal service, under the ballot, for the
Local Militia, whereas Mr. Haldane did not—or rather,
in the prevailing temper of Parliament, could not—do the
same for the Territorial Force. Thisforce, whose establish-
ment was something over 300,000 strong, was organized
upon exactly the same lines as the Regular Army. Its
units were grouped into fourteen divisions, commanded by
mg#for-generals of the Regular Army with small Regular
starfs.

The old Militia Garrison Artillery was replaced by
Territorial Coast Artillery. The field artillery of Terri-
torial divisions was armed with 15-pounder guns converted
into quick-firers, and 5-inch howitzers used in the South
African War; its heavy artillery consisted of 4-7-inch guns.

So much for the reorganization of the Territorial Forces
on paper. Unfortunately, before 1914, both Special
Reserve and Territorial troops sank so far below their
establishment as to cause some anxiety at headquarters ;
but it was not doubted that many old Territorials would
rejoin the force at the ap,oroach of danger; and this con-
fidence proved to be well justified. It istrue that it was
not anticipated that the Territorials would be ready for the
field in less than six months; but they had had at least
some training; and, since their organization was identical
with that of the First Line, they could be employed to
reinforce the Regular Army, either by units or by complete
divisions, as they became ready.
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I't had been Mr. Haldane's intention to make the Cpunty
Associations the medium for indefinite expansion of the
forces in case of need. The rough plans for such expansion
were actuall?/ blocked out, some of the Associations possess-
ing, in whole or in part, the machinery for carrying the
plan into effect. But the scheme had not yet received
statutory sanction, and had not even been worked out in
detail. Meanwhile, the County Associations justified Mr.
Haldane's faith in them, and their zeal and ability were of
the utmost value to the War Office and the country.

Training

The first textbook issued after the South African War
for the instruction of the army was " Combined Training,"
dated 1902, written by the late Colonel G. F. R. Hender-
son. This, in 1905, became Part |. of " Field Service
Regulations.” In 1909 the book was superseded by the
issue of " Field Service Regulations—Part I. (Operations),"
and "Part || . (Organization and Administration)" was
published for the first time. These manuals dealt with the
general principles governing the employment of the army
In war.

Individual traininﬂ—that is, the physical training,
including route marching, bayonet fighting, musketry,
signalling, scouting, and generally the education of the
individual in his duties and the use of his arms—was
carried on during the winter ; this gave place in the sprin
to the training by units, first of squadrons, companies an
batteries, next of cavalry regiments, infantry battalions
and artillery brigades; next of cavalry and infantry
brigades, first alone and then in conjunction with other
arms; and next of divisions; the whole culminating in
inter-divisional exercises and army manoeuvres.

The great feature of the training for the attack and
counter-attack was combination of fire and movement.
Ground was Tgai ned as the enemy was approached by rushes
of portions of a battalion, company or platoon, under cover
of the fire of the remainder and of the artillery. By this
Procedure, a strong firing line was built up some 200 yards
rom the enemy; when fire superiority had been attained
an assault was delivered. An attacking force was divided
into firing line and supports, with local reserves, and the
advance was often made in parallel lines in extended order ;
but the form was essentially elastic and adapted to the
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ground, with the definite objects of maintaining control,
utilizing such cover as was available, and presenting as
difficult a target as possible to the enemy.

Mobilization was re%ularly practised. Every winter
certain units were brought up to war establishment in the
prescribed manner, the reservists and horses required to
complete them being represented by men and animals from
other units. In 1910 one of the two Aldershot divisions
was mobilized at the expense of the other and by volunteers
from the 1st Class Army Reserve, and so was able to.take
part in the manoeuvres at war numbers. Not only fighting
units, but also such branches as the Ordnance and the
Postal Service were represented at manoeuvres, and their
work was carried on under conditions approximating to
those of active service.

All these reforms were pushed forward under the in-
evitable disadvantages which have ever hampered the
British Army. Recruits were dribblingin at all times of
the year. Trained instructors were being withdrawn for
attachment to the auxiliary forces, and drafts of trained
men were constantly leaving their battalions during the
autumn and winter for India. The commanders, again,
could never tell whether their next campaign might not be
fou%ht in the snows of the Himalayas, the swamps and
bush of Africa or the deserts of Egypt—a campaign in
Europe hardly entered into their calculations. It was
practically impossible for the General Staff to keep abreast
of the detailed information required as to possible theatres
of war. Nevertheless, British regimental officers, to use
their own expression, " carried on," although confronted
with two changes uncongenial to many of the older men
among them : the cavalry was trained to an increasin
extent in the work of mounted infantry, and was arme
with arifle instead of acarbine; and the Regular infantry
b.at';lalions were organized into four companies instead of
eight.

In everg respect the Expeditionary Force of 1914 was
incomparably the best trained, best organized, and best

! The soundness of the principle of the combination of fire and move-
ment was abundantly proved during the war; but, as experience was
ained, it was found that there was no role for " supports” of the kind
aid down_in the pre-war manuals; reinforcing a line already stopped
by casualties merely meant increasing loses without corresponding gain ;
and it became apparent that the proper employment of " local reserves "
was to exploit local successes, and to fill defensively gapsin an attacking
line that had been brought to a standstill.
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equipped British Army that ever went forth to war.
Except in the matter of co-operation between aeroplanes
and artillery, and use of machine guns, its training would
stand comparison in all respects with that of the Germans.

Where it fell short of our enemies was first and foremost
in numbers ; so that, though not " contemptible,” it was
almost negligible in comparison with continental armies
even of the smaller States.” In heavy guns and howifzers,
high-explosive shell, trench mortars, hand-grenades,” and
much of the subsidiary material required for siege and
trench warfare, it was almost wholly deficient. Further,
no steps had been taken to instruct the army in a know-
ledge of the probable theatre of war or of the German
army, except by the publication of a handbook of the army
and of annual reports on manoeuvres and military changes.
Exactly the same, however, was done in the case of the
armiesof all foreign States. The study of German military
organization and methods was specifically forbidden at
war games, staff tours, and intelligence classes, which would
have provided the best opportunities for such instruction.

The National Reserve

The last of the preparations for defence that requires
mention here is the formation of the National Reserve,
initiated bTy rivate enterprise in August 1910 with the
approval of the Secretary of State for War and the Army
Council. Its object was to register and organize all officers

! For the Order of Battle and organization of the British Expeditionary
Force, see Appendices 1 and 2. ) ) )

* The German General Staff in 1912 ‘considered it an " ebenburtiger
Gegner "—man for man as good as their own. (Von Kuhl, " Der deutsche
Generastab," p. 87.) ]

The following, which is translated from the German Admiralt
Staffs " Der Krieg zur See 1914-1918 : Nordsee," Bd. i. p. 82, is 0
interest in this connection :.

*' The Supreme Command made no demands whatever on the Navy to
stop or delay the British transports. On the contrar?/ it seemed not to
place much value on the action of the efficient {wertvollj but numerically
weak Expeditionary Corps. In any case, when at the beginning of the
war Frigate-Captain Heydel of the Operations Section was sent by the
Admiralty to inquire if the Army laid stress on the interruption of the
tranﬁ)ort of troops, the Chief of the General Staff personall¥l replied that
the Navy should not allow the operations that it would otherwise carry
out to bé interfered with on this account; it would even be of advantage
if the Armies in the West could settle with the 160,000 English at the
same time as the French and Belgians. His point of view was shared by
many during the favourable commencement or the offensive in the West.

* There was a service hand-grenade, but it was a complicated one, with
a long shaft, that proved unsuitable in trench warfare ; it cost £1:1:3.
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and men who had served in and left any of the military or
naval forces of the Crown, with a view to increasing the
m|I_|ta3/ strength of the country in the event of imminent
national danger. .The National Reserve was divided into
two classes* one to reinforce existing units of the
Regular Army, and the other to fill up vacancies in the
Territorial Force, to strengthen garrisons, guard vulner-
able points, or perform any other necessary military duties
either as specialists or fighting men. By 1914, the National
Reserve numbered about 350,000. On mobilization many
of the members rejoined military and naval service; the
remainder formed eventually the nucleus of the Royal
Defence Corps.

Imperial Military Forces

~In 1907 there was a conference of Dominion Premiers
in London, and the opportunity was seized to make the
General Staff an Imperial one. Britain offered to train
officers of the Overseas Dominions at the Staff Colleges,
and to send out staff officers of her own as servants of the
Dominion Governments. It was urged that there should
bein all the forces of the Empire uniformity of armament
and organization. The Dominions cordially welcomed
these proposals. The Imperial General Staff was formed
and unity of organization was established. The Dominions
reserved to themselves the right of deciding whether to
participate with their forces in the event of hostilities
outside their own territories.

The Indian Forces

In India, the reorganization of the army on modern
lines into nine divisions, six cavalry brigades and a certain
number of independent brigades by Lord Kitchener in
1903, was designed to meet the Russian menace and make
India independent of assistance from oversess for twelve
months. As a consequence of the Anglo-Russian Agree-
ment in 1907, and the state of Indian finances, this re-
organization was never completed. The" Army in India
Committee"” of 1912-13 recommended that the field army
should consist of seven divisions, five cavalry brigades
and certain army troops, a force sufficient to deal with
Afghanistan and the mountain tribes combined, till rein-

! e " National Reserve Regulations" isued with Special Army
Order, March 7,1918.
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forcements could arrive. This was the authorized Field
Army when war broke out in 1914, but even this had not
been provided with all its mobilization equipment. No
troops were maintained for the specific purpose of war
outside the Indian sphere. Not till August 1913 was the
Government of India invited to consider the extent to
which India would be prepared to co-operate with the
Imperial Forces in the event of a serious war between
Britain and an European enemy. It was agreed that
the Army Council might count upon two—possibly three—
divisions and one cavalry brigade. Actually in 1914,
as will be seen, two infantry divisions and two cavalry
divisions were sent to France, a division to the Persian
Gulf, the equivalent of the infantry of two divisions to
Egypt, besides minor detachments, and all but eight
battalions of British infantry were withdrawn from India,
their places being filled by British Territorial troops.
But no measures were taken to make India the Eastern
military base of the British Empire by the provision of
arsenals and the development of the industrial resources
of thelcountry for war purposes, except in certain minor
items.

The Committee of Imperial Defence

The supreme direction of war in England, which
originally lay. in the sovereign, and was actual(ljy exercised
by William 111 ., passed after that monarch's death to the
principal Ministers, and has remained with the Cabinet, or
a group within the Cabinet, ever since. Up to 1904, no
precedent had ever been set for the formation of a Council
of War or of any standing advisory body for the Cabinet
in naval and military matters in view of the outbreak
of war.

In 1895, however, a Defence Committee of the Cabinet
was formed which, after some changes in 1902, was finally
turned by Mr. Balfour in 1904 into the Committee of
Imperial Defence. It was then placed under the direct
control of the Prime Minister ; and a Secretariat was pro-
vided to record its deliberations and decisions, to collect
information, to outline plans necessary to meet certain
contingencies, and to ensure continuity of policy.

Much good work was done by the Committee in various

! Field artillery ammunition and rifles in small quantities, small-arm
ammunition, certain vehicles, boots, saddles, harness.
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directions. Full measures were thought out in 1909 for
counteracting any hostile system of espionage and sabotage,
the Official Secrets Act being amended in 1911 to give the
‘Government greater powers.  An amendment of the Army
Act in 1909 also gave authority to billet troops in time of
emergency. Lastly, the essentia steps to be taken im-
mediately upon the outbreak of war were all of them
studied exhaustively, and the distribution of the con-
sequent duties among the various departments, and among
even individual officials, was arranged in the minutest
detail, so that there should be no delay and no confusion.
The results of these preparations, and the regulations
finally laid down, were embodied in a " War-book," and
all essential documents were prepared beforehand, so that
they might be signed instantly, the very room in which
the signature should take place being fixed, and a plan
showing its exact position attached to the documents.

~ Altogether, Britain never yet entered upon any war
with anything approaching such forwardness and fore-
thought in the preparation of the scanty military resources
at the disposal of the War Office. The Committee of
Imperial Defence was still, however, only an advisory body
without administrative or executive functions.

From 1911 onward the French and British Staffs had
worked out in detail a scheme for the landing of the Ex-
peditionary Force in France, and for its concentration in
the area Maubeuge—L e Cateau—Hirson, but, though there
was an " obligation of honour,” there was no definite
undertaking to send the whole or any part of this force
to any particular point, or, in fact, anywhere at all.

FRANCE
(SeKetch1; Mas1& 2)

For France the problem of defence against her eastern
neighbour was a very difficult one. The frontier had no
natural protection, and the population of France was not
only smaller than Germany's, but steadily sinking lower
in comparison. She first sought to assist the solution of
the problem by creating great fortified regions along her
borders, alternating with selected gaps. Thus, from the
Swiss frontier to Epinal there were roughly forty miles of
fortification; from Epinal to Toul a space of forty miles
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—the well-known Troupe de Charmes—was left undefended;
from Toul to Verdun was another forty miles of fortifica-
tion; and from Verdun to the Belgian frontier another,
gap of thirty miles. In second line were the second-class
fortresses of Besangon, Dijon, Langres, Rheims, and Laon;
and in rear of them again the entrenched camps of Lyons
and Paris. There were no modern fortifications on the
Franco-Belgian frontier, but La Fere, Maubeuge, and Lille
were defended by old-fashioned detached forts.

The steadily aggressive attitude of Germany justified
the uneasiness of France. In 1887 Germany formed a
Triple Alliance with Austria and Italy. In 1890 France
responded by an Alliance with Russia. |n 1891 Germany
emphasized her hostile bearing by renewing the Triple
Alliance ; and in 1899 she rejected the Tsar's proposal for
a limitation of armaments. In 1905, 1911, and 1912 she
made important additions to her army, raising its strength
to twenty-five active corps, as against the fifteen with which
she had taken the field in 1870 ; and behind these twenty-
five she had nearly an equal number of Reserve corps.! On
30th June 1913 the total number of men with the colours
in peace was raised from 711,000 to 856,000; ? this not
only made the army the readier for an attaque brusgute,
so much dreaded by the French, but assured a substantial
corresponding increase in the effectives of reserve forma-
tions.

France could only reply by reimposing the term of
three years with the colours, which in 1905 she had reduced
to two years. This signified an augmentation of 220,000
men to her peace strength. But, even so, France had at
the outbreak of war, roughly speaking, only three millions
and a half of trained men, whereas Germany had over four
millions;® and, moreover, Germany's Reserve formations
were more completely organized than those of the
French. )

The French Army in peace was composed of ten cavalry
divisions; twenty-one army corps, each corps area also

~ 1 On 2nd August 1914 Germany mobilized 14 Reserve corps, 4 Reserve
divisions and 3 Reserve brigades;, on 16th August the formation of 6 new
Reszeréleeecorpzsland 1 new Reserve division was ordered.
p. 21.

® The figlyre given dnce the war by various German authorities is
3,801,000. They attempt to show France had more by including the
coloured troops in her colonies, but even with these the total French
mobilizable strength was only 3,683,000 (Pedoya's "Commission de
FArmeée" p. 203, etc.).
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furnishinginwaraReservedivision* and certain Territorial
brigades; and a Colonial Corps.

On mobilization, according to the plan in force in
19142 the forces formed five Armies, with seven divisions
of cavalry, and a cavalry corps of three divisions. The
Reserve divisions were grouped into pairs or threes, and
allotted either to Armies or defences, or kept at the disposal
of General Headquarters.®

The zones of concentration selected in peace for
the five Armies were, commencing as usual on the
right:

First Army (General Dubail)—Region of Epinal.
Second Army (Genera de Castelnau)—Region of Nancy.
Third Army (General Ruffey)—Region of Verdun.
Fifth Army (General Lanrezac)—Between Verdun (exclusive)
and Mezieres, with a detachment east of the Meuse.
Fourth Army (General de Langle de Cary)—In general reserve
in region Sainte Ménehould—Commercy.
On either flank was a group of Reserve divisions:
On the right—a group of four Reserve divisions—Region
of Belfort.
On the left—a group of three Reserve divisions (General
ValabrEgue)—Ver vins.

The French Staff in choosing the areas of concéntration
were in face of the following facts. At Metz there was an
immense entrenched camp touching the frontier, and con-
nected by four main lines of railway with the heart of
Germany. From this a sudden blow—the attaque brusquie
—could be easily struck with all the force of perfect
organization; and it was imperative to take measures to
parryit. Onthe other hand, the German school of strategy
favoured envelopment from one or both flanks. Thisin a
war with France signified, indeed, violation either of
Belgian or of Swiss neutrality, or of both; but Germany
was not likely to be squeamish about such matters. Such
violation might not go beyond a peaceable passage of
troops across a corner of the neutral territory, yet still
might suffice for the aggressor's purpose of turning a
flank.

! The Reserve divisions were numbered by adding 50 to the army
corps number up to the 71st: thus the |. Corps area provided the 51st
Reserve division. The X1 X. Corpswasin Algeria.

Known as No. 17 ; the text is given in Appendix 9. ]
For the Order of Battle and organization of the French Armies s
Appendices 3 and 4.
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~ To meet menaces so different in kind as direct attack
in the centre and envelopment on the flanks, the French
General Staff decided to take the offensive and to con-
centrate facing the Eastern frontier, trusting to fortifica-
tions and to covering troops to gain sufficient time to
move the mass of the army elsewhere if required. It was
intended to attack as soon as possible with all forces
united: the First and Second Armies south of Metz, and
the Fifth north of it; the Third Army was to connect
thesS two main attacks and arrange for the investment of
Metz as they progressed. The employment of the Fourth
Army depended on the action of the enemy; if the Germans
moved into Luxembourg and Belgium, it'was to co-operate
with the Fifth Army; if the enemy merely covered the
common frontier, it was to go to the su/gport of the right
attack. A detachment of the First Army (one corps
and one cavalry division) was detailed in the plan to
carry out a special operation on the extreme right in
Alsace, with the object of holding any enemy forces
which might attempt to advance on the western sopes
of the Vosges, and of assystln%ln the removal of that
Eart of the population which had remained faithful to
rance. It was hoped by the general offensive move-
ment to dislocate the plans of the enemy and wrest the
initiative from him.

No provision, it will be noticed, was made to meet an
envelopment carried out through Belgium west of the
Meuse, nor to cover the gap between the western flank of
the Fifth Army and the sea, in which there were only local
Territorial troops and a few old fortresses incapable of
offering serious resistance to any invader. The informa-
tion at the disposal of the French General Staff appeared
to indicate that the Germans would attack from Metz, and
had not sufficient troops to extend their front west of the
Meuse. Beyond arranfglng for an alternative concentration
of the Fourth and Fifth Armies should the enemy enter
Luxembour_%| and Belgium, there was no preparation
against a wide enveloping movement.

~ On mobilization, General Joffre, viee-prisident du Con-
seil supirieur de la guerre et chef de I'EZtat Major General,
was appointed Commandant en Chef of the French Armies,
with General Belin as Chief of the Staff.

The approximate strength of the Armies (with the
Reserve divisions on the flanks included in the totals of
the nearest Army) was, in round numbers, after certain

VOL. i a
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exchanges had taken place (viz. the transfer of two corps
and two Reserve divisions from Fifth Aymy to Fourth, of
one corps from Second to Fifth, etc.):—

First Army . . . . 256,000 men
Second Army . . . . 200,000
Third Army” . . . . 168,000
Fourth Army . . . . 193,000
Fifth Army . . . . 254,000

1,071,000 men

BELGIUM®
(See Sketch 1; Map 2)

In 1914 the Belgian Army consisted of a Field Army
organized in six divisions and a cavalry division, and
fortress troops which formed the garrisons of Antwerp,
Li*ge and Namur. Antweyo was the great fortress of
Belgium, the final refuge and rallying point of her forces
and population in case of invasion by a powerful enemy.
Its defences originally consisted of a strong enceinte, Le.
a continuous inner ring of fortification, and a girdle of
forts, some two miles from the town, finished in 1868.
Though a second girdle of forts and redoubts outside the
first had been gradually added from 1882 onwards, the line
was incomplete, there were several gaps and intervals in
it, and it was on the average only some eight miles from
the town, an altogether insufficient distance under modern
conditions. Nor was the construction of the forts, although
improvementswerein progress, capable of resisting modern
heavy artillery; and notwithstanding that the guns and
flanking weapons were protected by armour, the fact that
they wereinsidetheforts, which were conspicuously upstand-
ing, and not in well concealed batteries outside, made them
easy targets. The same remarks as regards construction
apply to the defences of Li6ge and Namur ; these fortresses
were " barrier forts and bridgeheads' on the Meuseg;

! See footnote, p. 39. _ _

* The details of the operations of the Belglan Army are taken from
the official account: " L'Action de I'Armee Beige. Periode du 31 millet
au 81 décembre 1914, which has snce been trandated as " Mifitar
" Operations of Belgium. Report compiled by the Belgian General Staff
" for the period July 81st to December 81st, 1914" (London, Collingridge,
Is. net). For the Order of Battle sse Appendix 5.
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they constituted the first line of Belgium's resistance, and
were designed to guard the approaches into Belgium from
the east and south-east, and hinder any enemy from cross-
ing the Meuse either from France into Germany or Ger-
many into France. They were never intended to be
defended & outrance and depended on field troops for the
defence of the intervals between the forts. At Huy on
the Meuse between Namur and Liege there was an ancient
fort, which at best might secure sufficient time for the
destruction of the railway bridges and tunnel there.
. The reorganization of the Belgian Army authorized by
the Government in 1912, had barely begun to take effect. In
accordancewiththisaforce of 350,000 menwasto beformed:
150,000 for the Field Army, 130,000 for the fortress garri-
sons, and 70,000 for reserve and auxiliary troops. But
these numbers would not in the ordinary course have been
available until 1926. Actually in August 1914 only
117,000 could be mobilized for the Field Army, and a
smaller proportion for the other categories.

The six divisions were stationed in peace so that at
short notice they could quickly confront any enemy, were
he Germany, France, Great Britain or Holland:—

1st Division around Ghent,

2nd Division, Antwerp,

3rd Division around Li6ge, _
4th Division, Namur and Charleroi,
5th Division around Mons,

6th Division, Brussels,

Cavalry Division, Brussels.

Thus the 1st Division faced England ; the 3rd, Germany ;
the 4th and 5th, France; and they were intended to act
as general advanced guards as occasion arose and gain
time for the movements of the other divisions to the
threatened area.

On the ordinary peace footing only part of the recruit
contingent was with the colours, so that in case of danger
of war, the Belgian Army had first to recall men on un-
limited leave, In order to raise its forces to "reinforced
peace establishment,” the ordinary strength of the units of
the Continental Powers, and then to complete the numbers
by mobilizing reservists. Thus not only was Belgium
normaII?/ less ready than most nations, but she was in the
throes of reorganization, and could not put into the field
even as many men as the British Regular Army.
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GERMANY!
. (See Plate 1)

From 1815 to 1860, the Prussian Army had practically
remained stationary in numbers, with a peace strength of
150,000 men formed in eight Army Corps, maintained by
-a yearly contingent of 40,000 recruits, who served three
years with the colours. One of the first acts of Wilhelm I.
on coming to the throne in January 1860 was, in opposition
to the wishes of his Legislature, to raise the annual con-
tingent to 63,000, and the peace strength to 215,000.
From thence onwards there was a steady increase of the
military forces.

The war of 1866 made Prussia head of the North
German Confederation, whilst Hesse-Darmstadt, WuUTt-
temburg, Bavaria and Baden were bound to place their
armies at the disposal of Prussia in time of war. In 1870,
in addition to her original eight corps, she was able after
arrangements with the other States to put into the field
the Guard, IX., X. (Hanoverian), Xl., and XlIl. (Saxon),
and |. and I1. Bavarian Corps, and eventually the XIII.
(Wufttemburg) and XIV. (Baden), with a war-strength of
roughly 950,000. .

The formation of the German Empire in 1871 made
expansion still easier, for by the Constitution one per cent
of the population could be in training under arms. The
peace strengths sanctioned (which did not include officers
and one-year volunteers) were :—

1874 . . . 401,659

1881 . . . 427,274

1887 . . . 468,409

1890 . . . 486,983 (20 corps)

1898 . . . 479,229 and 77,864 N.C.O.'s (and two
years service introduced for
all, except for horse-artillery
and cavalry)

1899 . . . 495500 (exclusive of N.C.0.'s)

1911 . . . 509,839 (exclusive of N.C.O.'s; gradu-
ally reached from 1905 on-
war ds)

1912 . . . 544,211 (exclusive of N.C.O.'s)

1913 . . . 640,782 ” " . '

! For the Oréier of Battle and organization of the German Forces see
Appendices 6 and 7.
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In 1914; adding 36,000 officers, 110,000 N.C.O.'s, 18,000
one-year volunteers and 25,000 supernumerary recruits,
the total number with the colours was about 850,000.

The approximate mobilizable strength was, in round
figures :—

Trained officers and men . . . 4,800,000
Partially trained. . . . .100,000
Untrained . . . . 5,500,000

9,900,000

The Army was organized into 25 Active army corps Platel.
(50 divisions)—the Guard, I. to XXI.,, and I., IL, Il
Bavarian; and in each army corps dlstrlct organlzatlon
was provided to form certain Reserve divisions (32),!
Ersatz divisions (7), Landwehr brigades and regiments
(equivalent to 16 divisions), from the supernumeraries in
the depots. There were also 11 cavalry divisions.

The plan on which this great force would be used on
the Eastern and Western fronts could only be surmised.
It will, so far as it is known, be given later? after the
opening moves of the campaign have been developed and
described.

COMPOSITION OF GERMAN FORMATIONS

Service in the German Army was divided into:—
service in the Active (or Standing) Army (two years,
but three in the cavalry and horse artillery); service
in the Reserve (five years, but four in the cavalry and
horse artillery); service in the Landwehr (eleven years).
The Landsturm included youths between 17 and 20, too
young for service in the Army, and trained and untrained
men between 39 and 45, who were thus over the ordinary
military age.

The original Reserve corps which took part in the August
offensive were formed mainly of Reserve men super-
numerary to the requirements of the Active Army, with
some Landwehr; but the Guard Reserve Corps contained
an active division, and others, eg. the V., VI, VII. and
IX., each contained an active brigade, as the active corps
of these numbers had each in peace time an extra brigade ;
and others had similarly an actlve regiment. Soon after

! See footnote, p. 15. See p. 83.
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declaration of war, additional Reserve divisions and corps
were built up of volunteers (mainly youths under full
m|I|t_arP/ age and men not yet called up, etc), with a sub-
stantial nucleus of about 25 per cent of trained men of
the older classes.

~ In peace the Ersatz Reserve consisted of men fit and
liable for military service, but not called up for training
because they were supernumerary to the annual con-
tingents, or for family reasons, or on account of minor
defects, or because they were temporarllel unfit. It was
originally intended to provide men to fil up the ranks
of the Active Army and form its depots on mobilization.
In 1914, however, with the help of fully-trained super-
numerary officers, N.C.O.'s and men of the Reserve and
Landwehr, it was formed into units, brigades and divisions.

The Landwehr units were formed of men who had com-
pleted seven yearswith the Active Army and Reserve, and
were under 39 years of age.

As the war went on, the significance of the various
classifications Iargele){1 disappeared, and Active, Ersatz,
Reserve and Landwehr divisions contained men of all
categories.

1" Ypres 1914," p. 5.



CHAPTERI

THE OUTBREAK OF WAR

(See Sketch 1; Map 2)

THE story of the negotiations and of the diplometic corre-

e and conversations which took place after the
asssssnetion of the Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Audtria
and his Consort & Sergievo on the 28th June 1914 and
before the outbresk of war, is avaleble in an officd
narrative,” In thisthe efforts of the British Government

1 » The Outbreak of the War 1914-1918 : A Narrative based mainly
on British Official Documents,” by Professor Sir Charles Oman.  Published
by H.M . Stationery Office, Price 2s. 6d.

Since this book was written, some further information with regard to
the Potsdam Conference of the 5th and 6th July 1914 has been published in
" Stenographische Berichte uber die offentlichen Verhandlungen des Unter -
" auchungsausscthusses der verfassunggebenden deutschen Nationalver -
" samrnlung,” the shorthand reports of the Commisson ordered by the
German National Assembly to take evidence on matters affecting critical
periods of the war. One of the terms of reference was: “ It is to be
" ascertained what political and military proceedings took place in Berlin
" or Potsdam on the 5th and 6th July 1914:"

In the evidence there given, General von Falkenhayn dates that the
Kaiser, on the afternoon of the 5th, warned him that the Army should be
ready for all emergencies Admiral Capele and Admiral Behnke, tempor-
ary Chief of the Staff, Admiralty, were similarly warned; these two
officers then arranged to make such " intellectual preparations"” (intel*
lektuek Vorbcreitungen) as were possble without arousing suspicion,
Admiral Behnke then describes what was done :—the mobilization orders,
etc., were carefully gone through and got ready, seps were taken for the
immediate preparation of ships and auxiliary vessds, all ships filled up
with fuel, the movements of ships were arranged in accordance with the
situation, etc.

No evidence of the exact military measures taken was asked for or
given at the Commisson. An articlein the " Revue Militaire Generale"
of September 1919, however, gives a large number of extracts from captured
German diaries and interrogations of prisoners which tend to shew that
mobilization orderswer eissued secr etly somedaysbeforethe 31t July; men
on leave wererecalled, the brigades on the frontiersintended for the surprise
of Li6ge were brought up to war strength by the recall of reservigs, and
Landsturm battalions were formed on 31g July to replace active troops in
guarding the frontier, railways, etc. There would thus seem no room for
doubt that in a variety of ways Germany gained a mog valuable start
of several days on her opponents,

23



24 THE OUTBREAK OF WAR

27-31 July to bring about mediation and their determination to take
1914.no0 step that would assist to precipitate war are clearly
explained. It is therefore unnecessary here to allude to
diplomatic events, except to show how the military pre-
parations were affected by them.

On the 27th,JuI%/, the British Government judged the
situation to be sufficiently serious to warrant them in
countermanding the dispersal, then in progress, of the
Home Fleets at the end of the exercises at sea which had
followed atest mobilization. At 5 P.M. on the 28th, the
First Fleet was ordered to proceed to its preliminary war
station in the North;® on the 29th, the Government
further, at 2 P.M., ordered the precautionary measures
arranged by the General Staff to meet an immediate
Ero$&t of war, to be put in force. These affected the

ular troops only, and included the recall of officers
and men on leave and furlough, and the manning of the
coast defences.

The Belgian Government decideq to place the Army
upon its " reinforced peace footing."

On the same day, the 29th, the British Ambassador
at Berlin was asked by the Chancellor to give assurance
of England's neutrality if Russia should attack Austria
and an European conflagration ensued. To this signifi-
cant enquiry Sir Edward Grey, the Minister for Foreign
Affairs, responded on the 30th by a refusal to entertain
the proposal. Russia on that day issued orders for the
mobilization of her four Southern Armies; and German
threatened that she would mobilize unless Russia ¢ .
News was aso received of the declaration of war by
Austria-Hungary against Serbia and of the bombardment
of Belgrade.

On the 31st July, Austria and Russia decreed the full
mobilization of their forces, whereupon Germany made
a formal proclamation of " imminent danger of war"
(drohende Kriegsgefahr), which meant practically the in-
troduction of Martial Law and the suspension of the usual
civil rights, and permitted the calling to the colours of six
classes of the Reserve; at the same time she presented an
ultimatum to the effect that, unless Russia ceased mobiliza-
tion within twelve hours, she herself would mobilize upon
both frontiers. Significantly enough, Turkey aso ordered

! The naval precautions taken will be found fully described in ¥ The
Hlsgor&)!eofthe War : Naval Operations" vol. i., by Sir Julian Corbett.

p. 19.
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mobilization upon this day.* Sir Edward Grey, mean-1Aug.
while, sent an identic requést to Germany and France **»
to enquire whether they would respect Belgian neutrality.

On the 81st July France answered with an unequivocal
affirmative. Germany, however, sent only an evasive
reply; and on the 1st August both France and Germany
ordered general mobilization.

The beginning of mobilization in France raised a serious -
3ue_st_|on for Great Britain. There was, it is true, no

efinite agreement nor understanding that she should send
assistance to France, and the British Government was free
to decide, untrammelled, for peace or war. But a scheme
had been elaborated, in the event of certain contingencies,
between the General Staffs of the two countries; and an
essential point in this scheme was that the first movement
of the British advanced parties, stores and so forth, should
beginonthefirst day of mobilization. Assuming this coin-
cidence of movement and mobilization, it was reckoned
that six divisions—or four, if six could not be spared—
one cavalry division and one cavalry brigade could be
* transported from Great Britain to concentration areas
between Avesnes and Le Cateau, and would be ready to
advance from them on the sixteenth day after the order for
mobilization had been issued.

That the British mobilization, if it should take place at
all, would be later than the French was now obvious. The
British General Staff therefore suggested that measures
might be taken to ensure that, if mobilization should come
after all, movement to France of the advanced parties,
which could be warned at once, should be simultaneous
with the issue of the order for it. Another important
measure was the guarding of the lines of railway to the
ports of embarkation. This duty had been assigned to
certain units of the Territorial Force; but these were
about to proceed to camp for their annual training ; and,
unless the orders for that training were cancelled, there
might be delay in the despatch of the Expeditionary Force.
The Government considered, however, that the counter-
manding of the orders for Territorial training would be
construed as not less menacing than the order for mobiliza-
tionitself; andthey shrank from any measure which might
seem to extinguish the last hope of peace, V.

At 12 noon on the 1st August, the German ultimatum
to Russia expired, and a general conflagration became in-

! The " 1st day of mobilization" was the 3rd August.
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evitable! The Cabinet at 2 P.M. on the 2nd cancelled the
ordersfor Territorial training and at 6 P.M. those for the
manoeuvres of the Army, but still issued no orders for
mobilization. The Royal Navy was quite ready for active
service; and the French Ambassador was assured that,
if the German Fleet should enter the North Sea or the
Channel with hostile designs against France, the British
Fleet would give France its protection. Beyond this con-
ditional promise of naval intervention the Cabinet would
not go without consulting Parliament. Parliament was
consulted on the following day, the 3rd August; but in
the meanwhile a most momentous event had occurred.

At seven o'clock in the evening of the 2nd the German
Minister at Brussels had presented a Note to the Belgian
Government, requesting areply withintwelve hours. This
Note had been drawn up by the Great General Staff as early
as 26th July, and despatched under seal to the German
Minister at Brussels on the 29th, with orders that it was
not to be opened pending further instructions. It set forth
that the German Government had certain intelligence of the
intention of the French forces to march on the Meuse by
Givet and Namur, and, in view of this attack, requested
free and unresisted ingress for the German troops into
Belgian territory. The Belgian Government replied that
they would repel any attempt either of France or Germany
upon Belgium; and meanwhile declined the help of France
against any German encroachment until they should have
made formal appeal to the Powers, Prussia among them,
that had guaranteed Belgian neutrality. Faithful to
the obligations imposed upon her by treaty, Belgium had
already on the 1st August ordered her forcesto be mobilized,
and was preparing to resist violation of her territory from
any quarter whatsoever.

Other important events on the 2nd August were that
German troops crossed the Polish frontier, broke also into
France at four different points, and entered the territory
of Luxembourg.

Sir Edward Grey had no accurate information as to the

! The German declaration of war was delivered by the Ambassador at
Petrograd, Count Pourtales, at 7 P.M. on the 1st August; he at the same

time gemanded his passports (Kautsky's "Die deutsche Dokumente zum
érlegsagsbrltj)ch," vol.iii.pp.50and83, whichisconfirmed by the Russian
range Book).
a,pr thetreat%/ of 1867 Prussia guaranteed the perpetual neutrality of
L uxembourg; by the Convention of 1902 Germany re-insured the neutrality
and stipulated that the railways in the Grand Duchy which she exploited
should not be used for the transport of her troops.
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exact nature of the German ultimatum to Belgium when he 8 Aug. -
met the House of Commons on the 3rd August. He was 1914
aware, however, of the crude fact that an ultimatum had
been tendered, and, whilst coming down to the House, he

had been informed that King Albert had telegraphed to
King George invoking England's diplomatic intervention

to safeguard the integrity of Belgium. He presented, in

due order, the course of action he had pursued and the
motives dictating it. The House of Commons, as it
followed him, applauded his decision not to commit the
countr?/ to armed intervention on account of the Serbian
quarrel, but approved the conditional promise of the Fleet's

aid to France, and grew enthusiastic when it heard that
England would be true to her engagements to uphold the
integrity of Belgium.

No resolution followed upon the speech of the Secretar
of State for Foreign Affairs. After the adjournment whic
followed it, towards 7 P.M., he was able to read to the
Housefull information, received fromtheBelgian L egation,
of the German Note that had been presented in Brussels.
It left no doubt that a German attack was about to take
place, if indeed it had not begun. '

The immediate measures taken were to announce that
a moratorium would be proclaimed and that the Govern-
ment would undertake the responsibility of maritime
insurance. The Territorial Force was embodied and the
Naval Reserves were called out. It was now clear that our
mobilization must take place at least three days later than
the French, and that even so movement could not be
simultaneouswithit. The Government, however, reckoned
that by this delay they had gained more than they had lost
by securing the unanimity, or approximate unanimity, of
the nation and the benevolence of neutrals.

On the 8rd August, at 6.45 P.M., Germany declared war
on France, making alleged violation of her frontier by
patrols and of her territory by aviators a pretext. Italy,
though a member of the Triple Alliance, declared that
she would maintain her neutrality in the impending
struggle.

Meanwhile Germany, being unhampered by moral con-
siderations, completed her arrangements for the invasion
of Belgium. On the morning of the 4th August, she
declared war on Belgium, and two of her cavalry divisions

! These allegations have since been admitted to have been false. See
M. Poincarés" The Origins of the War," pp. 8 and 4.
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assed the frontier; and in the afternoon the heads of
infantry columns also entered Belgium.

Early in the afternoon of the 4th August Sir Edward
Grey telegraphed to the British Ambassador at Berlin
instructing him to ask for his passports if no satis-
factory answer were given regarding the observation of
Belgium's neutrality by 12 midnight (11 P.M. Greenwich
mean time). At 4 P.M. the British Government gave
orders for the mobilization of the Army. At 1215 A.M.
on the morning of the 5th August, the Foreign Office issued
the following statement:

" Owing to the summary rejection by the German Govern-
"'ment of the request made by His Ma}]eﬁty's Government for
" assurances that the neutrality of Belgium will be respected,
" His Majesty's Ambassador at Berlin has received his passports
"and His Mgjesty's Government have declared to the German
" Government that a state of war exists between Great Britain
" and Germany as from 11 P.M. on the 4th August."

On the 5th and 6th August, two meetings, attended
by the principal Ministers, including Lord Kitchener, who
became Secretary of State for War on the 6th, and by the
leading members of the Staffs of the Navy and Army of
Britain, were assembled to consider the conduct of the war.
The exact state of affairs at the moment was that Great
Britain, France and Russia were at war with Germany;
that Belgium had been wantonly attacked but was making
a better defence than had been expected ; that Austriawas
at war with Serbiaonly ; andthat Italy was neutral. The
main military questions to be decided were the employment
and disposition of the Expeditionary Force, questions
which were complicated by the delay in mobilization. It
was determined first that the Force, less the 4th and 6th
Divisions, should embark for the continent. In order to
reduce the chance of a German landing in force interfering
with this move, the Secretary of State decided that the 18th
Infantry Brigade of the 6th Division, then at Lichfield,
should move to Edinburgh, and two infantry brigades of
the 4th Division should proceed to Cromer and York, in
each case accompanied by some artillery. The 11th
Infantry Brigade of the 4th Division was already at
Colchester. Five cyclist battalions and eventually the
Yeomanry Mounted Division were also sent to the East
coast. The rest of the 6th Division was to remain in
Ireland.

Then came the final decision as to the destination
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of the Expeditionary Force. In view of the attack on6Aug.
Belgium, had the British contingent been of a size adequate 1914
for independent operations of a substantial character,
there would have been much to be said in favour of making
Antwerp the base of its military operations; but as it
was so small, and as Antwerp, owing-to part of the Schelde
being Dutch territorial waters, would have to be reached
overland after disembarkation at Ostend and other ports, .
and OEeratlons in the north might involve separation
from the French, the suggestion was not followed. There
remained the area, already considered with the French,
namely, that around Le Cateau and Avesnes. Certain
military opinion, however, was against a concentration
of the British forces in any area in advance of Amiens.
Finally, after discussion of the expansion of the army,
it was agreed to leave the decision with our Allies, the
French;® and the council broke up after passing three
resolutions, namely—First, to embark ultimately five,
but for the present only four of the divisions and the
Cavalry Division of the Expeditionary Force, to commence
on the 9th; Secondly, to bring home the Imperial troops
from South Africa; Thirdly, to transport two Indian
divisions to Egypt, but no further, and to urge the
Government of Indiato send a division to capture Dar es
Salaam in German East Africa.

To Field-Marshal Sir John French, who had been
selected to command the Expeditionary Force, special
instructions as to his co-operation with the French were
issued by the Secretary of State for War.*

Lieut.-General Sir Douglas Haig was appointed to com-
mand the |. Corps; Lieut.-General Sir James Grierson, the
IL Corps; Lieut.-General W. P. Pulteney, thel | | . Corps;
and Major-General E. Allehby, the Cavalry Division. The
six divisions were to be commanded by Major-Generals
S. H. Lomax, C. C. Munro, H. I. W. Hamilton, T. D'O.
Snow, Sir C. Fergusson and J. L. Keir.

! According to Marechal Joffre's official report to a Parliamentary
Commission d'Enquete: " The directions for concentration did not
** mention thé place eventually reserved for the British Army. . . . Our
"military arrangements with England had in fact a character which was
" both secret and contingent (eventuel), and made it improper to mention
" them in such a document. ... In the event of its arrival, its employment
" was|looked for at the Elacewhlch_should_be logically reserved forit, on the
" |eft of theline of the French Armies, which |two_uldthusFE)r0Ion’c<1/|." 'La
Preparation de la Guerre et la conduite des operations." Par Le Maréchal
Joffre, p. 21.

2 Appendix 8.
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PROGRESS OF EVENTS

ENGLAND
(S Sketch 1; Maps 1 & 2)

At4 P.M. on the 4th August, as already stated, the order
for mobilization of the Expeditionary and Territorial Forces
was issued by the British Government. As a matter of
fact, mobilization occurred at an extremely awkward
moment, for the 3rd Augiast had been Bank Holiday and,
as usually is the case in the middle of summer, Territorial
units were in the act of moving to various camps for their
annual training when the orders cancelling it arrived.
Hence arose the question whether the existing time-tables
for concentration should stand, or whether the movements
by railway should be postponed. The Cabinet decided for
a short postponement, and gave orders, as already men-
tioned, that the embarkation of the Expeditionary Force
should not begin until the 9th, and for the present to
hold back the 4th and 6th Divisions. Meantime the
mobilization of the various units proceeded with the
smoothness which had been anticipated. In all essentias
everything went " according to plan”; and even the
task of collecting 120,000 horses was accomplished within
twelve days. Embarkation was conducted upon the
principle that every train-load should be a complete unit
or subdivision of a unit, so that upon arrival in France
after its passage, it should be self-contained, possessing
transport enough to go straight into a rest-camp or into
another train. The ports of embarkation were as follows :

Great Britain

Southampton—for all troops.
Avonmouth—motor transport and petrol.
Newhaven—stores and supplies.
Liverpool—frozen meat and motor transport.
Glasgow—a few details.

Ireland
Dublin! :
Cork for the 5th and 6th Divisions.
Belfast]

The ships were also divided into classes: (1) personnel
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ships; 223 horse and vehicle ships; (8) motor transport <418:t14g.

ships; (4) store ships. o
The ports of disembarkation in France were: Havre, sketch 1.
Rouen and Boulogne. Map 2.

In the five days of greatest activi(tjy 1,800 special trains
were run in Great Britain and Ireland ; on the busiest day
of all, eighty trains, containing the equivalent of adivision,
were run into Southampton Docks; the daily average of -
ships despatched was thirteen, with an average daily tonnage
of about 52,000 tons gross. At first the transports were
despatched singly as they were ready, both by day and by
night, for, as yet, there was no menace by German sub-
marines, and the measures taken by the Royal Navy
gave absolute security.® Everything went regularly and
smoothly, and the official programme was carried out to
the letter; but there was little margin to spare.

BELGIUM

Meanwhile the situation in Belgium and on the French
frontier was developing rapidly. When during the night
of the 3rd/4th August, it became clear that the Germans
intended to advance through Belgium, with or without
permission, the Belgian Staff at once took the measures
necessary for the defence of their country's neutrality
against Germany. The 3rd Division, supported by map 1.
the fortifications of Liege, was to check the German
advance; and, under cover of the 3rd Division, the 1<t
2nd, 5th, and 6th Divisions were to move to the line
of the river Gette, the Cavalry Division and detach-
ments from Li6ge and Namur screening the movement.
This position covered a considerable ﬂart of Belgium,
Brussels and the communications with Antwerp. The
concentration began on the 4th August, and by the
morning of the 6th the Belgian Army was in position
two marches west of Liege, in the area Tirlemont
(1st Division), Perwez (5th Division), Louvain (2nd
Division), and Wavre (6th Division).

On the morning of the 4th, when German cavalr
crossed the Belgian frontier and moved upon Vise, nort
of Liege, it found the bridge over the Meuse broken, and
the western bank held by Belgian troops. Two regiments -

! See *' Naval Operations," i. p. 72 e s, and as footnote 8, p,
11 above.
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were then pushed northward to Lixhe (3 miles north of
Vis6), where they crossed the river by a ford. The
Belgians, finding their left threatened, thereupon fell back
on Liege. By evening the heads of six small German
columns of all arms which had crossed the frontier were
nearly two miles into Belgium. Further concentrations
were also reported to the south; and it became evident
that a very large army threatened invasion along the lines
8fdag\_/a_n(_:e guarded by the fortress of Liege and by the
rd Division.

LIEGE
(See Sketches 1 & 2; Maps|, 2, & 5)

On the 5th August, the Germans, having bridged the
Meuse at Lixhe, pushed forward Ratrols to Tongres (about
tenmilesN.N.W. of Liege); and the commander-in-chief of
the invading troops, General von Emmich, demanded free
passage through Li6ge. This being at once refused, he
attempted to saize the place by a coup de main.  His troops
consisted of six infantry brigades (said to be at peace
strength) Erovided by the I'l1., IV, VI, Xg and XI.
Corps, each with a squadron of cavalry, a battery of
artillery, abattalion of Jdger (Rifles), and cyclists attached
toit. Two of the six batteries hadfieldguns, and the other
four, field howitzers. Besides this force, General von
Emmich had at his disposal two heavy mortar batteries,
and General von der Marwitz's Cavalry Corps, comprising
the 2nd, Jiih, and 9th Cavalry Divisions.*

After an unsuccessful attempt to kidnap the Com-
mandant of Liege, General von Emmich gave orders for a
night attack. His general plan was to make a demonstra-
tion against the forts with a few companies, and to send
the six brigades through the intervals between them
to secure the town and citadel, and then to fall upon
the forts from the rear. This attack was delivered soon
after nightfall in five columns; two from the north and
north-east; one, the central column, from the east; and
two from the south. Thefirst two columns, for the most
f>art, lost their way, and fell back after suffering heavy
osses, though one battalion penetrated into Liege and was
there captured. Of the two southern columns, one halted,
having casualties so severe as to forbid further progress,
and the other was seized with panic, the men firing upon

L Liittich-Namur."
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each other. The central column met with serious resist- 517 Aug.
ance, the brigadier and the commander of the leading 1914
regiment being killed. It was on the point of fallinﬁ bac
when Major-General Ludendorff, who, as Deput)(I Chief of
the General Staff of the Second Army, was with General
von Emmich watching the operations, came up and, taking
command, pushed on. He was specially interested, for he
had 8Ianned these very operations in peace when Chief of -
the Operations Section of the Great General Staff. -After
giving his men arest, he renewed the attack in the forenoon
of the 6th, and advanced until his leading troops were
within amile of Liege. Though unsupported by the other
columns, he decided to make a dash for the citadel, and on
advancing found practically no onosljuon. The Belgian
Staff, ant|C|pat|_nﬁ that the 8rd Division might be sur-
rounded, had withdrawn it to the Gette ; so the Germans
found themselves in possession of the town of Liege.

The true sege of the fortress then began. Von der
Marwitz's Cavalry Corps worked round to the western side
of the defences, and the German artillery shelled the forts.
On the 12th, 42-cm. howitzers were brought up, and the
last of thefortsfell at 830 A. M. onthe16th. General Leman,
the gallant commandant, was taken unconscious from
under a heap of wreckage and made prisoner. He had
nobly done his duty, and by delaying the German advance
Rzlalql rendered transcendent service to the cause of Belgium's

ies.

Meanwhile, on the 10th, German cavalry an.d Jager 2

! The time gained to the Allies would appear to have been about four or
five days. According to von Kluck (%). 10-19), his three leading corps
were on the line Kermpt—Stevort—Gorssum, forty miles (say three
marches) west of Aix La Chapelle, on the night of the 17th. They had
begun to arrive in the concentration area north-east of Aix on thé 7th.
Had Ltege offered no opposition and had they at once marched off into
Belgium, there seems no reason why the Il., ['1 1. and IV. Corps should
not have reached the above line on the 10th, and completed concentration
there on the 12th or 13th—four or five days earlier than was the case.
The six composite brigades and_cavalry corps which attacked Liege were
availableto cover the concentration. Even on the 10th August the German
Supreme. Command hoped to commence the advance on the 13th, five
days earlier than was possible (v. Bulow, pp. 11,.12?. According to post-war
Gérman publications however, e.g. " Graf Schlieffen und der"Weltkrieg "
by Foerster, the German time-table made the armies reach the line Thion-
ville—Sedan—Mons, on the 22nd day of mobilization (23rd August), Sketch 1.
and the¥ were actually slightly ahead of it. Belgslgn opinion is that
%teletsasltgzoltir days were gained (" Bulletin Beige des Sciences Militaires,"

pt. .

~ %It must always be borne in mind that a German cavalry division
is a mixed force of all arms, with two or more Jdger (Rifle) battalions
included. (See Plate 1)

VOL. | D
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Sketches
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Maps. 120

appeared before the line of the Gette, and gradually ex-
tended north as far as Hasselt (18 miles north-east of
Tirlemont) and Diest (12 miles north of Tirlemont). On
the 12th six German cavalry regiments, with three horse-
batteries and two Jager battalions attacked the line of the
Gette at Haelen, a little to the south-east of Diest, and
made some progress, but were ultimately driven back by
the Belgians, with appreciable loss, after ten hours of
sharp fighting.

erman troops, however, continued to pour into Bel-
gium, and by the 17th the space between the Meuse, the
Demer and the Gette was occupied by them in strength,
in spite of the fact that the Belgian Army, assisted by the
Garde Civique, had systematically obstructed the roads
and destroyed the bridges. The right flank of the line of
the Gette was already threatened, and columns to support
the turning movement were passing the Meuse at Huy,
where the bridge, blown up by the Belgians, had been re-
paired. On the 18th, the Germans again attacked and
carried Haelen, and aso entered Tirlemont. They then
fell upon the front and left flank of the Belgian 1st Division,
and only by hard fighting were held at bay. The Gette
position was now evidently in imminent danger. It was
certain that the German 17., IV. and IX. Corps, covered
by the 2nd and 4th Cavalry Divisions were opposite the
Belgian left between Diest and Tirlemont; whilst the
Guard, X. and VII. Corps were marching against the
Belgian right on a front from Jodoigne (7 miles S.S.W.
of Tirlemont) to Namur. It was aso known that the
Active corps were being followed by Reserve formations,
namely, in the First Army, by the Ill., IV. and IX
Reserve Corps;, in the Second Army by the Guard, VII.
and X. Reserve Corps, and in the Third Army by the
XIl. Reserve Corps. The French and the British, as will be
seen, were neither of them yet at hand to give assistance ;
and it was hopeless for the Belgians to think of contending
against odds of four or five to one. Accordingly, on the
evening of the 18th, thefive Belgian divisionswere skilfully
drawn off from the Gette north-westward to Antwerp, and
on the 20th entered the lines of that fortress without
being seriously molested. There, on the flank of the Ger-
mans if they advanced westward, and in their rear if they
should turn southward, the Belgian Army remained—an
effective menace to the enemy.”

1 According to von Hausen, the commander of the Third Army (" Marne-
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Map9)

Further to the south, about Namur, where the 4th523Aug.
Belgian Division was stationed, German cavalry patrols 1914.
were in touch with the Belgian cavalry to the north of the
fortress on the 5th August, and to the south-east of it on
the 7th. - But it wasnot until nearly afortnight later that
the main bodies of the ene;;ndy approached; and meanwhile,
on the 19th, the garrison had been joined by the 8th Belgian
Infantry Brigade which, finding itself completely isolated
at Huy, had blown up the bridge over the Meuse there and
fallen back on Namur. On that day the Guard Reserve
Corﬁs of the German Second Army appeared on the north
of the fortress, and the XI. Corps, consisting of the 22nd
and 38th Divisions, of the Third Army, on the south-east,
the whole under the command of General von Gallwitz.
Wi th these troops was alarge proportion of heavy artillery,
including four batteries of Austrian 30.5-cm. mortars and
one of Krupp's 42-cm. howitzers.

On the 20th August, the Germans drove in the Belgian
outposts, and on the 21st opened fire on the eastern and
south-eastern forts. The Belgian commandant was power-
less either to keep these monster howitzers at a distance or
to silence them by counter-batteries. Before evening two of
the principal forts had been very seriously damaged ; and
within another twenty-four hours both were practically
destroyed. Two Belgiancounter-attackson the 22nd August
failed; and by the evening of the 23rd the northern and
eastern fronts had been laid bare, and five out of the whole
circle of nine fortswereinruins. At midnight the garrison
withdrew south-westward into France, whence it later
rejoined the main Belgian Army at Antwerp.

Thus for eighteen days the Belgians had faced the
German invasion, delaying the hostile advance during a

schlacht,” p. 244, footnote), the ///. Reserve Corps and IX. Reserve Corps
were originally detailed to push forward to the coast " direction Calais,"
but this order was cancelled when the Belgf_lan Army went into Antwerp,
and both corps were sent to watch it. Later, in"early September, the
XV. Corps was detained near Brussels on account of a sortie bel n(% expected
from Antwerﬁ. These three corps were absent from the battle of the
Marne, though the IX. Reserve and XV. Cortps reached the Aisne in time
to oppose the Allied crossing. There were further employed at the siege:
the 4th Ersatz Division (sent from the Sxth Arng/%, the 1st Ersat