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EDITOR’S PREFACE

While this volume concernsitself with The Negro Family in
the United States, its significance for the understanding of
the family in general is apparent. It is, in fact, the most
valuable contribution to the literature on the family since
the publication, twenty years ago, of The Polish Peasant in
Europe and America by W. I. Thomas and Florian Zna-
niecki. For it is a basic study of the family in its two chief
aspects—as a natural human association and as a social in-
stitution subjected to the severest stresses and strains of
social change.

The social scientist is greatly handicapped in his research
by the extremely limited opportunity which he has to con-
duct experiments. He should, therefore, take full advantage
of the “experiments” which Nature and Society present to
him. In the field of the family no situations are more chal-
lenging in their range and variety than those presented for
our observation in the transplantation of the Negro from
Africa to America, in the transition from slavery to freedom,
and in the mass migration from the plantation to the me-
tropolis. Never before in the recorded history of mankind
has the family life of a people, in so short a period, experi-
enced so great and so sudden dislocations, necessitating ad-
justment to new and unforeseen situations.

These situations, and the adjustment of the Negro to
them, Dr. Frazier has described and analyzed with ob-
jectivity and with insight. He provides the reader with a
wealth of data and with illuminating interpretations which
derive from, and are not imposed upon, his concrete ma-

1X



X EDITOR’S PREFACE

terials. He shows convincingly that, depending upon the so-
cial situation, the forms of sexual and familial relationships
may vary from casual contacts to permanent association,
from promiscuity to monogamy, and from patriarchal and
matriarchal to the modern equalitarian organization of do-
mestic relations.

For the first time, therefore, there is available to the stu-
dent what may be called a natural history of the family, to
be sure of the Negro family, in the United States which epito-
mizes and telescopes in one hundred and fifty years the
age-long evolution of the human family. In the chapters on
the Negro family, “In the House of the Mother,” Dr.
Frazier describes a pattern of familial human relations more
primordial and more “natural’ in the sense of being less in-
fluenced by convention and tradition than those of any so-
called “primitive’’ peoples studied by the anthropologist.
He then shows, “In the House of the Father,” the process by
which the earlier maternal organization underwent meta-
morphosis and the paternal organization of the family
emerged and developed.

Finally, as the Negro moves into ‘“The City of Destruc-
tion,” Dr. Frazier portrays in sharper outlines than is pos-
sible for any other culture group, first, the instability and
disorganization of the family under the stress and strain of
urban conditions and, second, the forces at work in its re-
organization in an equalitarian form in orientation to the
urban way of life. These four forms of the family described
by Frazier (matriarchal, patriarchal, unstable, and equali-
tarian) may perhaps be conceived of as ideal constructions,

* B. Malinowski reports that in tribes of a low level of cultural evolution,
such as the Australian, the family is already in the mores (see The Family

among the Australian Aborigines [London, 1913]). But the plantation Negro
family in slavery had little or none of the sanctions of the mores.
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symbolic of the extremes of variation which the historic
patterns of the family in their great diversity, past and fu-
ture, have taken and may take.

This presentation by Frazier of the natural history of the
Negro family, documented by concrete materials, marks the
transition from a philosophy of the family as set forth
by Westermarck, Miiller-Lyer, and Briffault to a study of
types of families, in this case within one biosocial group.
The philosophical studies of the family, by emphasizing
stages in the evolution of the family and the attributes as-
sumed to be common to the family in general, inhibited re-
search upon significant differences. The work of Frazier,
like that of Thomas and Znaniecki, utilizes the opportunity
for inductive research by comparing the behavior and forms
of the family as they change under the impact of different
conditions—a procedure which stimulates and gives orien-
tation to further research.

It is in periods when institutions and persons are most
subject to the vicissitudes of social change and when dis-
organization and reorganization are taking place that the
dynamic motivations of conduct become clear since they are
less complicated by surface and secondary factors. Accord-
ingly, this natural history of the Negro family not only dif-
ferentiates types of families but also makes possible generali-
zation about the family in general.

Implicit in his data and interpretations, although not al-
ways explicitly stated by the author, are the following con-
clusions validated by his study and of paramount signifi-
cance for our understanding of the family.

1. The sexual impulse in itself is not sufficient to insure
more than the casual union of the sexes. It cannot, there-
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fore, be taken, as has generally been the case, as being the
family-building factor par excellence.

2. The relationship between mother and child appears to
be the primary and essential social bond around which the
family develops.

3. An intimate and affectional attachment between man
and woman is next in importance in creating and in main-
taining the family as a form of human association.

4. The influence of religion is a significant factor in the
regulation of sex and in the stabilization of the family.

5. Economic considerations, especially those concerned
with private property, make for the increased participation
of the man in family life and strengthen the family as a
social institution. .

6. The cultural gains made by individual persons are
transmitted through the family to the rest of society.

7. Finally, this study convincingly indicates that the
family is rooted in human nature—in human nature con-
ceived not as a bundle of instincts but as a product of social
life; that the family may take protean forms as it survives
or is reborn in times of cataclysmic social change; and that
we can predict with some assurance the persistence of the
family but not the specific forms which it may take in the
future.

Professor Frazier’s convincing demonstration of the
capacity of the family to persist under most unfavorable
conditions is dramatically confirmed by the great social
experiment of the Soviet Union. In this instance, after the
October Revolution, the Bolshevists permitted rather than
required official registration of marriage and, after having
deprived the family of almost all its institutional rights and



EDITOR’S PREFACE xiii

obligations, allowed it to continue as a private arrangement
between husband and wife. Either husband or wife was free
to dissolve the union, and the only interest manifested by
the state was to insure proper provision at the time of sepa-
ration for the care of children born to the union. It is a
striking fact, however, that in 1935 new legislation was en-
acted emphasizing the responsibility of the family as a so-
cial institution for the control of the conduct of the child.
Editorials and articles stressed the sanctity of familial obli-
gations. A ringing slogan began to be heard that ‘“a poor
family man cannot be a good Soviet citizen.””? This finding,
both in the Russian experiment and in the varied experiences
of the Negro family in the United States, that the family
has a cultural as well as an affectional function, is of para-
mount importance in considering the changes which the
American family now faces.

In Recent Social Trends, William F. Ogburn shows by a
mass of statistical evidence that the family in American so-
ciety has lost or is losing its historical functions: health, eco-
nomic, educational, recreational, religious, and protective.
He points out, however, that it still retains three significant
functions: affection, rearing of children, and the informal
education of its members. At present, as further changes are
taking place and others are impending, it is well to recon-
sider the significance of these remaining functions for the
fate of the family in Western civilization.

A revolutionary change in the United States, the full sig-
nificance of which for the family has not been realized or
adequately considered, is the adoption of the program of

2 Quoted from editorial in Pravda by Nathan Berman in his article, “Ju-

venile Delinquency, the Family, and the Court in the Soviet Union,” Ameri-
can Journal of Sociology, XLII (1936-37), 691.
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social security. In the past the person looked to the family
for economic security. The family in turn recognized pro-
vision for its members as a sacred obligation. The enthusi-
asm and unanimity with which the policy of social security
was enacted registers a profound change in public attitude.
Youth is ready to pass the burden of the support of aged
parents to the state; the old look to the state rather than to
their children and kinfolks for a greater measure of security.

But in what ways and to how great an extent will the im-
pact of the social security program change the role and
functioning of the family in the future? It appears that we
should look upon social security as a symbol of all the forces
that are shearing from the family its institutional signifi-
cance and leaving it only its affectional and cultural func-
tions.

More and more the American family is becoming a union
of husband and wife based upon the sentiment of love and
the attraction of temperamental compatibility. Less and less
powerful every year are the factors of economic interde-
pendence and community control. The question must
eventually be raised: “Are affection and common cultural
interests sufficiently binding to give substance and con-
tinuity to the family?”

Of late, evidence is multiplying to indicate the outstand-
ing significance of family relations, especially in the early
years of life, for the personality development of its members
and particularly of the child. Studies in Chicago by F. N.
Freeman and associates,® corroborated by research in Iowa

3 F. N. Freeman, K. J. Holzinger, and B. C. Mitchell, “The Influence of
Environment on the Intelligence, School Achievement and Conduct of Fos-
ter Children,” Twenty-seventh Yearbook of the National Society for the Study
of Education (Bloomington, Ill., 1928), Part I.
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recently published by Marie Skodak, of the Iowa Child
Welfare Research Station,* show that the intelligence of
adopted children is much closer to that of their foster-par-
ents than to that of their natural parents. Intelligence ap-
pears to be more a function of the familial or social environ-
ment than of the inherited constitution.

Studies by psychiatrists, psychologists, and sociologists
are in agreement in indicating the role in personality forma-
tion of the interpersonal relations of the child with his par-
ents and his brothers and sisters. Trends in behavior and
patterns of response early established persist and evolve in
these predetermined paths.

In the family also are transmitted the earliest cultural
forms of behavior. If the child is “the little creature of his
culture,”® it is the family culture in which he is molded.
Much of the impress of the cultural backgrounds is ac-
quired unconsciously in the family, as language, food pref-
erences, basic attitudes to sex, etc.

It is paradoxical but nonetheless true that the recognition
of the significance of the affectional and cultural functions
of the family may and does lead to their curtailment. Par-
ents more and more are turning to experts and to child-
study associations for knowledge of the right way to rear
their children. Preschool centers and day nurseries may in
one sense be regarded as parental surrogates and in another
as providing the only child with substitute brothers and

4 Marie Skodak, “The Mental Development of Adopted Children Whose
True Mothers Are Feeble-Minded,” Child Development, IX (1938), 303-8,
and Children in Foster Homes (‘“‘University of Iowa Studies in Child Welfare,”
Vol. XVI, No. 1 [Towa City, 1939]).

s See Edward Sapir, “Personality,” Encyclopaedia of the Social Sciences,
XII, 85-88.

¢ Ruth Benedict, Patterns of Culture (New York, 1934), p. 3.
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sisters. Children born to parents unwilling or unable to care
for them are placed in foster-homes. Home placement if
properly organized and supervised is proving more satis-
factory than institutions both for dependent children, for
juvenile delinquents, and for adults suffering from mental
disorders.

If the community in one way or another is intervening in
family relations, it seems from the foregoing illustrations to
be upon the two principles either of providing the knowl-
edge desirable for the improved functioning of the family
or of substituting a satisfactory for an unsatisfactory family
environment. In either case the significance of the family
for wholesome personality development is increasingly rec-
ognized.

In democratic societies we are not likely to return to the
semipatriarchal form of family life which confines women to
the realm of domestic obligations. On the contrary, there is
evidence that the union of husband and wife based on affec-
tion, congeniality, and common interests will become more
stable as a primary social group and will provide its mem-
bers with more opportunity for personal development.

In our recognition of the contributions of The Negro Fams-
ly in the United States to our knowledge of the family, its
value for an understanding of the American Negro family
should not be underestimated. All persons concerned with
the Negro, whether engaged in research or involved in prac-
tical problems, will find this volume indispensable. It ex-
plodes completely, and it may be hoped once and for all, the
popular misconception of the uniformity of behavior among
Negroes. It shows dramatically the wide variations in con-
duct and in family life by social classes and the still wider
differences between individuals in attitudes, interests, ideas,
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and ideals. The first prerequisite in understanding the Ne-
gro, his family life, and his problems is the recognition of the
basic fact that the Negro in America is a cultural and only
secondarily a biological group and that his culture with all
its variations is American and a product of his life in the
United States.

As the Negro enters the city, the situations which he faces
are essentially those formerly encountered by immigrant
people from Europe and, what should not be overlooked, the
same situations which have to be faced by white newcomers
from villages and towns of this country. The chief dif-
ference is that for the Negro family and individual Ne-
groes the problems of poverty, bad housing, high rents,
communicable disease, illegitimacy, promiscuity, prostitu-
tion, gambling, juvenile delinquency, and adult crime are
frequently, though not always, intensified. To perceive that
these problems are essentially alike for the Negro and the
white, despite qualitative differences, is a precondition to
the development of a constructive and effective program of
dealing with them.

An important contribution of this volume is that it pro-
vides a Gestalt in which the problems of the Negro family,
both for research and for practical action, take on new per-
spective and meaning. For this reason, if for no other, this
work is both a necessary background and a starting-point
for further research upon the problems of the Negro family
in America.

ErNEST W. BURGESS






AUTHOR’S PREFACE

Thirty-one years ago a study of the American Negro
family appeared in a pioneer series of monographs devoted
to the application of objective methods to the study of the
Negro’s adjustment to modern civilization.* Since then the
Negro family as a subject of serious sociological interest has
been neglected. And, except for materials of an incidental
nature appearing in local surveys, generally unpublished,
and in numerous books and articles, little organized informa-
tion has been available on Negro family life. It was because
of the long neglect of this phase of Negro life, which prob-
ably offers the most fruitful approach to the problem of the
assimilation of the Negro and his adjustment to modern
civilization, that the author undertook in The Negro Family
in Chicago® to apply the tools and concepts of modern so-
ciological analysis to the study of this problem in the North.

The opportunity to extend over a wider area the methods
developed in the study of the Negro family in Chicago was
made possible by a substantial grant in 1929 and a supple-
mentary grant-in-aid in 1934 from the Social Science Re-
search Council. During the first two years of the study,
and later as professor of sociology, the author enjoyed the
advantages of Fisk University as a base from which to carry
on most of the field work in the plantation region. To How-
ard University he is equally indebted for a lightened teach-
ing schedule as well as for clerical and other forms of assist-

* The Negro American Family, ed. W. E. Burghardt Du Bois (‘“Atlanta
University Publications,” No. 13 [Atlanta, 1908]).

2 Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1932.

X1x
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ance. Moreover, the study was enriched by the materials
collected by the author in the course of an economic and
social survey of the Harlem community for the Mayor’s
Commission on Conditions in Harlem.

This is only a part of the heavy indebtedness which the
author has incurred in the course of collecting materials and
writing this book. His first obligation, which he acknowl-
edges with deep appreciation, is to Professor Ernest W. Bur-
gess, who not only manifested a keen interest in the study
from the beginning but generously took valuable time from
his own researches to read the manuscript twice and make
valuable suggestions in regard both to style and to subject
matter. Acknowledgment here of the encouragement, in-
terest, and valuable insights which Dr. Robert E. Park has
given to this study is but a small indication of the author’s
deep gratitude to his former teacher. Grateful acknowledg-
ment is made also to Professor William F. Ogburn for his
interest in the study as well as for his assistance in making
possible the securing of census data. The author’s indebted-
ness to the teachings of Professor Ellsworth Faris is too ob-
vious throughout the book to be pointed to in a few words
of appreciation. This brief sentence must suffice as an ex-
pression of the author’s sincere appreciation of Professor
Louis Wirth'’s pertinent suggestions after a careful reading
of the entire manuscript.

It would be impossible to make acknowledgment to all
the persons in social agencies and public institutions who
have contributed of their time and interest to this study.
But special acknowledgment should be made for the valu-
able assistance given by Mr. Frank Notestein, formerly of
the Milbank Memorial Fund, and Dr. Leon E. Truesdell,
of the Census Bureau; and to Miss Maurine Boie, for the
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tabulation of most of the statistical data. To his colleague,
Professor William O. Brown, the author is indebted for his
painstaking reading of the entire manuscript and for his
valuable suggestions. For the illustrations from linoleum
cuts the author thanks Mrs. Hilda Wilkinson Brown, of
Miner Teachers College, Washington, D.C. Thanks are also
due to Misses Lillian Nesbit and Leora Hadley for theircareful
typing of the manuscript several times and their assistance
in checking references. To the thousands of unnamed Negro
families scattered over the country, from the plantations of
the South to the sophisticated circles of the northern cities,
who allowed a stranger to peer into the intimacies of their
family life and who sometimes dug up family “skeletons’ for
him to view, the author owes a debt that is best acknowl-
edged in the pages that follow.

E. FRANKLIN FRAZIER
HowarD UNIVERSITY

March 15, 1939






TABLE OF CONTENTS

LisT OF ILLUSTRATIONS .

List oF TABLES

PART I. IN THE HOUSE OF THE MASTER

CHAPTER

I
1L
II.
1v.

IX.
. THE SoNs oF THE FREE

XI.
X1I.

XIII.
XIV.
XV.
XVI.
XVIIL
XVIIIL.

FORGOTTEN MEMORIES
Human, Arr Too HuMAN .
MoOTHERHOOD IN BONDAGE
HAGAR AND HER CHILDREN .

PART II. IN THE HOUSE OF THE MOTHER

. BROKEN Bonps .
VI.
VII.
VIII.

UNFETTERED MOTHER}{OOD
THE MATRIARCHATE
GRANNY: THE GUARDIAN OF THE GENERATIONS

PART III. IN THE HOUSE OF THE FATHER

THE DOWNFALL OF THE MATRIARCHATE

RaAc1AL IsLANDS
Brack PUrIiTANS

PART IV. IN THE CITY OF DESTRUCTION

Rovine MEN AND HOMELESS WOMEN
THE FLIGHT FROM FEUDAL AMERICA
FATHERS ON LEAVE

OUTLAWED MOTHERHOOD .
REBELLIOUS YOUTH .
DIVORCE: SCRIP FROM THE LAW .

xxiii

PAGE
xix

xxi

23
42
62

89
108
123
146

163
182
215
246

271
201
325
342
358
376



xxiv TABLE OF CONTENTS

PART V. IN THE CITY OF REBIRTH

PAGE

XIX. Orp FAMILIES AND NEwW CLASSES . . . . . . 303
XX. THE BrRowN MDDLE CrASs . . . . . . . . 420
XXI. THE BLACK PROLETARIAT . . . . . . . . . 447
CONCLUSION
XXII. RETROSPECT AND PROSPECT . . . . . . . . 470
APPENDIXES
APPENDIX
A. SeLEcTED FAMILY-HisTorRY DOCUMENTS . . . . . . 491
B. SUPPLEMENTARY STATISTICALTABLES . . . . . . . 568
C. A CirAssIFIED BIBLIOGRAPHY . . . . . . . . . 041
INDEX

INpEX . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 673



L

II.

III.

Iv.

V.

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS
DIAGRAMS

AVERAGE NUMBER OF CHILDREN BORN AND LIVING IN
NEGRO FaMILIES IN THREE SOUTHERN COUNTIES, 1910 .
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF THE FoUrR NATIVITY
GROUPS IN THE POPULATION OF EAcH OF THE FIVE ZONES
oFr THE HArRLEM CoMmMUNITY, NEW YORK CITY, 1930, 1920,
AND 1910

AGE AND SEX PYRAMIDS SHOWING THE PERCENTAGE st-
TRIBUTION OF MALES AND FEMALES IN THE NEGRO Poru-
LATION OF EAcCH oF THE FIVE ZoNES OF THE HARLEM CoM-
MUNITY, NEW YorKk CITY, ACCORDING TO THE FOLLOWING
AGE PErioDSs: UNDER Five; EAcH FivE-YEAR PERIOD
FROM FIVE TO THIRTY-FOUR; EAcH TEN-YEAR PERIOD
FROM THIRTY-FIVE TO SEVENTY-FOUR; AND SEVENTY-FIVE
YEARS AND OVER, 1930

OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYED N EGRO MAI.ES
IN THREE SELECTED CITIES, 1920 AND 1930 .
OccupATIONAL DisTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYED NEGRO MALES
IN THREE SELECTED CITIES, 1920 AND 1930 .

APPENDIX B. SCATTER DIAGRAM SHOWING THE RELATIONSHIP

II.

IIL.

Iv.
V.

BETWEEN THE PERCENTAGE OF NEGRO MEN EMPLOYED IN
INDUSTRY AND PERCENTAGE OF NEGRO MARRIED WOMEN
EMPLOYED IN SEVENTY-FIVE CITIES IN 1930 AND LINE OF
AVERAGE RELATIONSHIP

MAPS
A GEORGIA PLANTATION .
PERCENTAGE OF THE NEGRO POPULATION FREE IN THE
COUNTIES OF DELAWARE, MARYLAND, VIRGINIA, AND THE
DistricT oF COLUMBIA, 1860
DisTRIBUTION OF FREE NEGRO FAMILIES——NORTH CARO-
LINA, SouTH CAROLINA, AND GEORGIA, 1830
SoutH SIDE NEGRO CoMMuNITY, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
HARLEM COMMUNITY: ZONES MARKING EXPANSION OF
NEGRO PoPULATION

XXv

PAGE

260

311

317
424

425

616

166

198
303

310






LIST OF TABLES

TABLE

I.

N

I0

II.

NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF NEGRO FAMILIES WITH
FEMALE HEADS IN THREE SOUTHERN COUNTIES, 1910 AND
1920 . . .
MARITAL STATUS OF WOMEN HEADS OF FAMILIES ACCORD-
ING TO TENURE oF HoMES IN THREE SOUTHERN COUNTIES,
1010 AND 1920

GROWTH OF THE SLAVE AND FREE NEGRO POPULATION IN
THE UNITED STATES, 1790-1860 . . . .
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF HOMES OF N EGRO FAMILIES
ACCORDING TO CLASS OF HOME AND TENURE

. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE NEGRO POPULATION IN SEVEN

ZONES OF THE SoUuTH SIDE NEGRO CoMMUNITY, CHICAGO,
ILLINOIS, 1920

THE DISTRIBUTION OF OCCUPATIONAL CLASSES AND THE
PERCENTAGE OF WOMEN EMPLOYED IN THE SEVEN ZONES OF
THE SoUTH SIDE NEGRO COMMUNITY IN CHICAGO, IrLiNois,
1920

. NEGrRO POPULATION IN THE FIVE ZONES OF THE HARLEM

Community, NEw York CITY, 1910, 1920, 1930, AND 1934 .

. PERCENTAGE OF PoPULATION NEGRO AND TYPES OF STRUC-

TURES IN FIVE ZOoNEs OF THE HARLEM CoMMUNITY, NEW
York City

. PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF MALES AND FEMALES IN THE

NEGrO PopruLATION OF EACH OF THE FIVE ZONES OF THE
HarrLEM CoMmunITY, NEW YORK CITY, 1930 .

PERCENTAGE OF NEGRO MALES AND FEMALES FIFTEEN
YEARS OF AGE AND OVER, SINGLE, MARRIED, WIDOWED, AND
D1vorcep IN THE F1VE ZoNES OF THE HARLEM NEGRO CoM-
MUNITY, NEW York CItY, 1930 .

NuMBER OF CHILDREN UNDER FIVE TO ONE THOUSAND
NEGRO WOMEN TWENTY TO FORTY-FOUR YEARS OF AGE IN
Five ZoNEs oF THE HaArLEM CoMmUNITY, NEW YORK CITY,
IQ20AND 1930 . . . .« .« .« . e e

xxvii

PAGE

128

130
185

248

305

307

312

313

316

318

321



xxviii LIST OF TABLES

TABLE

I2.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

NuMBER OF CHILDREN BORN To ONE THOUSAND NEGRO
MARRIED WOMEN FIFTEEN TO FORTY-FOUR AND RATIO OF
CHILDREN UNDER FIVE TO NEGRO WOMEN FIFTEEN AND
OVER, MARRIED, WIDOWED, AND DIVORCED IN FIVE ZONES
or THE HArRLEM CommuniTy, NEW YORK CITY, 1930
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF NEGRO FAMILIES WITH
WoMEN HEADS ACCORDING TO COLOR IN THREE SOUTHERN
CITIES, 1920 AND IQIO .
MARITAL STATUS OF WOMEN HEADS OF N EGRO FAMILIES
AccorpING T0 CoLOR IN THREE SOUTHERN CITIES, 1920
AND I9IO . .
NUMBER oF NEGRO “UNDER CARE FAMILIES AND THE PER-
CENTAGE THEY CONSTITUTE OF ALL FAMILIES SERVED BY
THE CHARITY ORGANIZATION SOCIETY ABOVE NINETY-
EIGHTH STREET AND ON THE WEST SIDE DOwN TO FORTY-
sIXTH STREET, NEW York CiTY, FOR THE FIscAL YEARS
1924-34
MARITAL STATUS OF NEGRO ‘UNDER CARE” CASES SERVED
BY THE CHARITY ORGANIZATION SOCIETY IN NEW YORK CITY
FOR THE FISCAL YEARS 1928-29 AND 193031

NUMBER OF DESERTION CASES AND RATES PER ONE HUN-
DRED RESIDENT FAMILIES IN THE SEVEN ZONES OF THE
SoutH SIDE NEGRO CoMMUNITY, CHICAGO .
NuMBER OF NEGRO Boys AND GIRLS BROUGHT BEFORE THE
JuveNILE Court, NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE, 1925-29 .
NuMBER OoF DELINQUENT AND NEGLECTED NEGRO Bovs
AND GIRLS ARRESTED IN THE HARLEM AREA, 1930-34
NuUMBER OF NEGRO Boys AND GIRLS BROUGHT INTO THE
JuveNiLE CourT oF Cookx CountYy DURING EAcCH FiscaL
YEAR, DECEMBER 1, 1010—NOVEMBER 30, 1029

NUMBER OF NEGRO Bovs ARRESTED FOR JUVENILE DE-
LINQUENCY AND RATE OF DELINQUENCY IN SEVEN ZONES OF
THE SouTH SIDE NEGRO CoMMUNITY, CHICAGO, 1926
NUMBER OF MARRIAGES AND DIVORCES AND DIVORCE-
RATES ACCORDING TO RACE IN MissISSIPPI, 1928-34 . . .
NuMBER OF D1vOorRCES PER ONE HUNDRED MARRIAGES AC-
CORDING TO COLOR IN THREE VIRGINIA CITIES, 1923-31 . .

PAGE

322

327

329

333

334

338

360

369

372

373

379



LIST OF TABLES

TABLE

24.

28.

PERCENTAGE OF NEGROES TEN YEARS OF AGE AND OVER
GAINFULLY EMPLOYED IN SPECIFIED OCCUPATION GROUPS
FOR THE UNITED STATES, 1930, 1920, AND 1910 .
CoLOR OF GRANDPARENTS OF 311 PERSONS LISTED IN Who s
Who in Colored America: 1928-1929 ACCORDING TO STATUS .

SUPPLEMENTARY STATISTICAL TABLES

APPENDIX B

. Ra110 OF ILLEGITIMATE BIRTHS (EXCLUSIVE OF STILL-

BIRTHS) TO 1,000 TOTAL BIRTHS FOR NEGRO CHILDREN IN
THE REGISTRATION AREA AND THE REGISTRATION STATES,

191730

2. PERCENTAGE OF NEGRO FAMILIES WITH WOMAN HEAD 1930

o

IO.

. Literacy oF THE HEADS OF NEGRO FAMILIES IN THREE

SoutHERN COUNTIES, 1920

. TENURE oF HoMES OoF NEGRO FAMILIES IN THREE Soum-

ERN COUNTIES ACCORDING TO THE COLOR OF THE HUSBAND
AND THE WIFE, 1920 AND IQIO e
TENURE oF HoMEs oF WOMEN HEADS OF FAMILIES IN
THREE SOUTHERN COUNTIES ACCORDING TO MARITAL
STATUS, 1920 AND 1910 . . . Lo
FREQUENCY OF MARRIAGE OF HEADS OF FAMILIES Accom)-
ING TO CoLorR AND WHETHER HUSBAND AND WIFE ARE
PRESENT IN THREE SOUTHERN COUNTIES, 1910 .

. NEGRO FAMILIES IN THREE SOUTHERN COUNTIES CLASSI-

FIED ACCORDING TO THE COLOR OF HUSBAND AND WIFE, 1910
AND 1920 .

AVERAGE NUMBER OF CHILDREN BORN AND vamc. TO WOM-
EN HEADs oF FAMILIES IN THREE SOUTHERN COUNTIES,
1910

. PERCENTAGE OF NEGRO FAMILIES WITHOUT CHILDREN AND

AVERAGE NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN NEGRO FAMILIES
CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO THE COLOR OF THE PARENTS, IN
THREE SOUTHERN COUNTIES, 1910 AND 1920

NUMBER OF SLAVES AND FREE NEGROES IN THE TOTAL Pop—
ULATION OF Four LEADING CITIES IN 1790

Xxix

PAGE

416

427

568

570

572

573

574

577

580

581

582

583



XXX LIST OF TABLES

TABLE
11. SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AND ADULT ILLITERACY AMONG THE

I2.

13.

14

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

FREE NEGRO POPULATION IN S1XTEEN CITIES, 1850 .
DISTRIBUTION OF THE FREE NEGRO POPULATION ACCORDING
TO STATES IN 1830 AND 1860

GROWTH OF HOMEOWNERSHIP AMONG NEGROES IN THE
UNITED STATES, 1890-1930 .

PERCENTAGE OF NEGRO FAMILIES OWNING HOMES, 1890—
1930

BirTH- AND SURVIVAL-RATES OF CHILDREN IN NEGRO FAM‘
1LIES CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO THE COLOR OF THE PARENTS
IN THREE SOUTHERN RURAL COUNTIES, 1910

AVERAGE NUMBER OF CHILDREN BORN AND LIVING IN NE—
GRO FAMILIES IN THREE SOUTHERN COUNTIES ACCORDING
TO THE COLOR OF THE HUSBAND AND WIFE AND THE TENURE
OF THE FARM, 1910

MARITAL STATUS OF HEADS OF NEGRO FAMILIES CLASSI-
FIED ACCORDING TO COLOR AND WHETHER HUSBAND AND
WIFE ARE PRESENT IN THREE SOUTHERN COUNTIES, 1920 .
OCCUPATIONAL STATUS OF THE WIVES IN NEGRO FAMILIES IN
THREE SOUTHERN COUNTIES, 1920

NEGRO POPULATION AND PERCENTAGE INCREASE, 1910,
1920, 1930, IN CI1TIES HAVING 25,000 or MORE NEGROES IN
1930 .

LITERACY OF THE HEADs OF NEGRO FAMILIES IN THREE
SOUTHERN CITIES, 1920 .

TeENURE oF HoMES oF NEGRO FAMILIES IN THREE SOUTI{-
ERN CITIES ACCORDING TO THE COLOR OF THE HUSBAND AND
THE WIFE, 1020 AND 1910 .

TENURE oF HoMEs oF WOMEN HEADS OF FAMILIES IN
THREE SOUTHERN CITIES ACCORDING TO MARITAL STATUS,
1920 AND 19QIO

OCCUPATIONAL STATUS OF WOMEN HEADs OF FAquEs IN
THaRrREE SoUTHERN CITIES, 1910

TeNURE oF HoMES oF NEGRO FAMILIES IN THREE SOUTH-
ERN CITIES ACCORDING TO COLOR AND WHETHER THE Hus-
BAND AND WIFE ARE PRESENT, 1920 AND 1910 . .
OcCCcUPATIONAL STATUS OF THE WIVES IN NEGRO FAMILIES
IN THREE SoUTHERN CITIES, 1920

PAGE

584

585

586

588

589

590

592

593

594

595

596

599

600



LIST OF TABLES

TABLE

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

3I.

32.

33.
34.
35.
36.
37
38.
39.

40.

BIRTH- AND SURVIVAL-RATES OF CHILDREN IN NEGRO FAM-
1LIES CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO THE COLOR OF THE PARENTS
IN THREE SOUTHERN CITIES, 1910 .
PERCENTAGE OF FamILIES OWNING HOMES, MEDIAN VALUE
oF HoMEs OWNED, AND MEDIAN RENTAL OF HOMES FOR
CITIES OF 100,000 POPULATION OR MORE, 1930
PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES wITH WOMEN HEADS FOR Crm:s
OF 100,000 POPULATION OR MORE, 1930

FREQUENCY OF MARRIAGE OF HEADS OF FAMILIES ACCORD-
ING TO CoLOR AND WHETHER HUSBAND AND WIFE ARE
PRESENT IN THREE SOUTHERN CITIES, 1910 .

MEDIAN S1ZE OF FAMILIES FOR CITIES OF 100,000 POPULA-
TION OR MORE, 1930.

PERCENTAGE OF NEGRO EMPLOYED MALES IN MANUFACTUR-
ING AND MECHANICAL INDUSTRIES AND PERCENTAGE OF
NEGrO MARRIED WOMEN EMPLOYED FOR CITIES OF 100,000
PoruLATION OR MORE, 1930 .o
AVERAGE NUMBER OF CHILDREN BORN AND LIVING IN
NEGRO FAMILIES ACCORDING TO TENURE OoF HOME AND
CoLor oF HUusBAND AND WIFE IN THREE SOUTHERN CITIES,
1910

NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF ILLEGITIMATE Bmms AMONG
TotAL BirTHS IN BUFFALO, NEW YORK, 192227

NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF ILLEGITIMATE BIRTHS AMONG
TotAL BIrTHS IN ROCHESTER, NEW YORK, 1927-29 .
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF ILLEGITIMATE BIRTHS AMONG
TotaL BIrTHS IN TRENTON, NEW JERSEY, 191629
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF ILLEGITIMATE BIRTHS AMONG
TotaL BirTHS IN CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY, 1924-29
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF ILLEGITIMATE BIRTHS AMONG
TotAL BIRTHS IN BALTIMORE, MARYLAND, 1900-1929 .
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF ILLEGITIMATE BIRTHS AMONG
TotAL BIRTHS IN PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA, 1920-29 .
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF ILLEGITIMATE BIRTHS AMONG
ToraL BirTHS IN HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT, 1900—1929
NUMBER OF ILLEGITIMATE BIRTHS AMONG ToTAL BIRTHS IN
SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS, 1000—1Q30

Xxxi

PAGE

603

604

607

610

613

617

620
621
621
622
622
623
624
625

626



XxXxii LIST OF TABLES

TABLE

42.
43.
44.

45

46.

48.

49.

50.
5I.

52.

. NUMBER OF ILLEGITIMATE BIRTHS AMONG ToTAL BIRTHS IN
Frint, MICHIGAN, 1906—30 .

NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF ILLEGITIMATE Bmms AMONG
ToTtAL BirTHS IN EVANSVILLE, INDIANA, 1900-1930 . . .
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF ILLEGITIMATE BIRTHS AMONG
TorAL BIrTHS IN RICHMOND, VIRGINIA, 192028 . . . .
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF ILLEGITIMATE BIRTHS AMONG
TorAL BIRTHS IN NORFOLK, VIRGINIA, 1920-28 . . . .
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF ILLEGITIMATE LivkE BIrTHS
AMONG ToraL LIVE BIRTHS IN BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA,
1918-29 . . . . .

NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF ILLEGITIMATE LIVE BIRTHS
AMONG TorAL LivE BIrTHS IN MOBILE, ALABAMA, 1900~
1930 . . .
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF ILLEGITIMATE BIRTHS AMONG
TorAL BirTHS IN THREE TExAs CITIES .

MEeDIAN Size oF UrRBAN AND RURAL NEGRO FAMILIES Ac~
CORDING TO TENURE

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF FOUR NATIVITY GROUPS IN
EAcH oF THE FivE ZoNEs oF THE HARLEM COMMUNITY,
1930, 1920, 1910 . . . ..

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURES IN
HARLEM ACCORDING TO TYPE, AGE, AND CONDITION . .
NUMBER OF D1voRCES IN TWENTY VIRGINIA CiTies CLASSI-
FIED ACCORDING TO COLOR, 1931 AND 1930 . . .
PERCENTAGE OF NEGRO MALES EMPLOYED IN SPECIFIED
OccuPATIONS IN FIFTEEN SELECTED CITIES, 1930 AND 1920 .

PAGE
627
628
629

629

630

631
632

633

637

638

639

640



PART I
IN THE HOUSE OF THE MASTER






CHAPTER 1

FORGOTTEN MEMORIES

On the nineteenth of April, in the year 1797, Mungo
Park started with a slave coffle from the interior of Africa
for Gambia on the west coast. Many of these slaves, who
had been captured in intertribal wars, had not only been
in domestic slavery but during their captivity had been sold
on native slave markets. ‘“The coffle, on its departure from
Kamalia,” wrote Park,

consisted of twenty-seven slaves for sale, the property of Karfa and
four other Slatees; but we were afterwards joined by five at Marraboo,
and three at Bala, making in all thirty-five slaves. The free men were
fourteen in number, but most of them had one or two wives and some
domestic slaves, and the school master, who was now upon his re-
turn for Woradoo, the place of his nativity, took with him eight of
his scholars, so that the number of free people and domestic slaves
amounted to thirty-eight, and the whole amount of the coffle was
seventy-three.r

The coftle was followed for about half a mile “by most of
the inhabitants of the town, some of them crying and others
shaking hands with their relations.”? The entire caravan
halted on an eminence in view of the town which they had
just abandoned. The members of the coffle were ordered to
sit with their faces toward the west, while apart from them
sat the townspeople facing the town. Then the schoolmaster
pronounced a long and solemn prayer, after which the prin-
cipal slatees (free black traders) “walked three times round

* The Travels of Mungo Park (“Everyman’s Library” [New York, n.d.]),

p. 248.
2 Ibid~ -
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the coffle, making an impression on the ground with the
ends of their spears, and muttering something by way of
charm.”? At the end of this ceremony the coffle began its
journey to the coast. ‘

The westward journey led through dense forests, over
wild and rocky country, and past ruins of towns laid waste
by the warlike Foulahs. When periodic stops were made for
refreshments, the schoolmaster offered prayers to Allah and
the Prophet that they might be preserved from the maraud-
ing bands that the coffle avoided from time to time. Six
Jalli keas (singing men) relieved the hardships of the journey
and gained a welcome to strange towns. Some slaves at-
tempted to end their captivity by flight, while others in
desperation sought in suicide an escape from servitude. One
woman who refused to eat was finally stripped and left to
be devoured by wild beasts when she became too great a
burden. For a day’s journey the coffle was joined by an-
other on its way to a slave market in the interior. After
almost two months the coffle reached the coast where the
American slaveship ‘“Charleston” was seeking a cargo of
slaves for South Carolina.

The hardships of the slaves were not ended when they
reached the coast. There was still the ordeal of the Middle
Passage which always took its toll in sickness and death.
A dozen or so died before the ship set sail, and eleven of
those weakened by sickness during the voyage died at sea.
When the ship had been at sea three weeks, it became so
leaky that it was necessary to release some of the slaves to
assist at the pumps. The ship was forced to change its
course toward the West Indies and put into Antiqua, where
the ship was condemned and the slaves were sold.

3 1bid., p. 249.
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There were among these slaves, so Mungo Park informs
us, some who carried to the New World as part of the African
heritage a knowledge of Arabic consisting chiefly of passages
from the Koran. Bryan Edwards has left us a picture of an
old Mandingo servant standing beside him chanting a frag-
ment from the Koran which he had preserved from his child-
hood memories.* It was not unnatural that this slave, who
had been brought to the West Indies in his youth, had re-
tained but dim memories of Africa. In the case of older
slaves, the past was not so easily blotted out. Recent stu-
dents, who have a better knowledge of the cultural back-
ground of the slaves, have been able to trace many words
in the language of Negroes in the West Indies, Suriname,
and Brazil to their African sources. There is also impressive

+%“An old and faithful Mandingo servant, who stands at my elbow while I
write this, relates, that being sent by his father to visit a distant relation in
a country wherein the Portuguese had a settlement, a fray happened in the
village in which he resided; that many people were killed, and others taken
prisoners, and he himself was seized and carried off in the skirmish; not, as he
conceives, by a foreign enemy, but by some of the natives of the place; and
being sent down a river in a canoe, was sold to the captain of the ship that
brought him to Jamaica. Of his national customs and manners he remembers
but little, being, at the time of his captivity, but a youth. He relates, that
the natives practice circumcision, and that he himself has undergone that
operation; and he has not forgot the morning and evening prayer which his
father taught him; in proof of his assertion, he chaunts, in an audible and
shrill tone, a sentence that I conceive to be part of the Alcoran, La illa ill
illa! which he says they sing aloud at the first appearance of the new moon.
He relates, moreover, that in his own country Friday was constantly made
a day of strict fasting. It was almost a sin, he observes, on that day /o swallow
his spittle—such is his expression’’ (Bryan Edwards, The History, Civil and
Commercial of the Britisk Colonies in the West Indies [London, 1807], II,
71-72).

s Melville Herskovits, ‘““On the Provenience of New World Negroes,”
Social Forces, X1I, 252-59. The planters in the West Indies possessed some
knowledge concerning the tribal backgrounds of the slaves. For example, the
Koromantyn, or Gold Coast Negroes, who were distinguished for their
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evidence of the fact that, in the West Indies and in parts
of South America, African culture still survives in the reli-
gious practices, funeral festivals, folklore, and dances of the
transplanted Negroes.® Likewise, in regard to social organi-

“firmness both of body and mind; a ferociousness of disposition; but withal,
activity, courage, and a stubbornness, or what an ancient Roman would have
deemed an elevation, of soul, which prompts them to enterprises of difficulty
and danger; and enables them to meet death, in its most horrible shape, with
fortitude or indifference” (Edwards, op. cit., p. 74), were, as a professional
planter wrote on the management of slaves in the colonies, ‘“‘dangerous in-
mates on a West India Plantation” (Practical Rules for the Management and
Medical Treatment of Negro Slaves in the Sugar Colonies, by a Professional
Planter [London, 1803], in Ulrich B. Phillips, Documentary History of Ameri-
can Industrial Society: Plantation and Frontier [Cleveland, 191o-r11), II,
127-33). In this book by the Professional Planter we have a description of
the racial and cultural traits of different African peoples sold on the slave
markets together with information concerning their adaptability for the re-
quirements of the plantation and means necessary for their management.

6 Herskovits, 0p. cit., pp. 253—59; Helen H. Roberts, ‘‘Possible Survivals of
African Song in Jamaica,” Musical Quarterly, XII, 340-58; see also, by the
same author, ‘‘A Study of Folk-Song Variants Based on Field Work in Jamai-
ca,” Journal of American Folklore, XXXVIII, 149~216. Dr. Park’s observa-
tions in regard to the practice of Obeah show to what extent the environment
of the New World has transformed even the most deeply rooted traits of
African culture. He wrote after a trip to the West Indies: ‘“What is more in-
teresting about obeah is that while as a practice and a belief it is universal
among the uneducated classes of the black population in the islands, it is
everywhere different, and everywhere in process of change. Practices that
were originally imported from Africa tend to assimilate and fuse with related
practices and traits of the European and Hindu cultures wherever the Afri-
cans have come into contact with them.

“This is evident, in the first place, from the fact that the obeah man is
not always a Negro; he may be, and not infrequently is, a Hindu. In the
second place, the ritual of obeah may include anything from patent medicine
to Guinea pepper. Among the instruments of obeah in the possession of the
police of Trinidad recently were a stone image, evidently of Hindu origin, and
a book of magic ritual published in Chicago, which pretended to be, and no
doubt had been, translated originally from the writings of Albertus Magnus,
the great medieval writer on magic. A book called Le Petit Albert is said to
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zation, Bryan Edwards noted that the practice of polygamy
was ‘“very generally adopted among Negroes in the West
Indies; he who conceives a remedy may be found for this
by introducing among them the laws of marriage as estab-
lished in Europe, is utterly ignorant of their manners, pro-
pensities, and superstitions. It is reckoned in Jamaica, on a
moderate computation, that not less than ten thousand of
such as are called Head Negroes (artificers and others) pos-
sess from two to four wives.”?” Even today it appears that
the African pattern of family life is perpetuated in the
patriarchal family organization of the West Indian Negroes.?

In contrast to the situation in the West Indies, African
traditions and practices did not take root and survive in

be extremely popular among obeah men in the French Islands” (‘“‘Magic,
Mentality, and City Life” in The City, by Robert E. Park et al. [Chicago,
1925], p. 133).

10p. cit., pp. 175-76. The fact that West Indian slaves were able to re-
knit their native culture was probably responsible for the moral solidarity
among them, which kept planters in constant fear of servile uprisings.

8 Martha W. Beckwith, Black Roadways: A Study of Jamaican Folk Life
(Chapel Hill, 1929), p. 54. In the following observations of a visitor to the
French West Indies about the year 1700 we have, doubtless, an example of
this patriarchal authority which had its roots in Africa. Labat says: “I
have often taken pleasure in watching a negro carpenter at Guadaloupe when
he ate his meals. His wife and children gathered around him, and served him
with as much respect as the best drilled domestics serve their masters; and if
it was a fete day or Sunday, his sons-in-law and daughters did not fail to be
present, and bring him some small gifts. They formed a circle about him, and
conversed with him while he was eating. When he had finished, his pipe was
brought to him, and then he bade them eat. They paid him their reverences,
and passed into another room, where they all eat together with their
mother” (Pere Labat, Voyage aux Isles francoises, 11, s4, cited in Hubert
H. S. Aimes, “African Institutions in America,” Journal of American Folk-
lore, XVIII, 24-25).
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the United States.® The explanation, according to Profes-
sor Park,

is to be found in the manner in which the Negro slaves were collected
in Africa and the manner in which they were disposed of after they
arrived in this country. The great markets for slaves in Africa were
on the West Coast, but the old slave trails ran back from the coast
far into the interior of the continent, and all the peoples of Central
Africa contributed to the stream of enforced emigration to the New

There was less opportunity in the United States also than in the
West Indies for a slave to meet one of his own people, because the
plantations were considerably smaller, more widely scattered and, es-
pecially, because as soon as they were landed in this country, slaves
were immediately divided and shipped in small numbers, frequently
no more than one or two at a time, to different plantations. This was
the procedure with the very first Negroes brought to this country.
It was found easier to deal with the slaves, if they were separated from
their kinsmen.

On the plantation, they were thrown together with slaves who had
already forgotten or only dimly remembered their life in Africa. Eng-
lish was the only language of the plantation. The attitude of the slave
plantation to each fresh arrival seems to have been much like that of
the older immigrant towards the greenhorn. Everything that marked
him as an alien was regarded as ridiculous and barbaric.r

9 Even Professor Herskovits, who thinks that research would reveal
African survivals among the Negroes of the United States, makes the follow-
ing admission: ‘‘Yet to point to a Senegambian name, an Ashanti deity, a
Congo belief among Negroes of the United States, recognizable as such, is
almost impossible” (0p. cit., p. 261; see also, by the same author, “The Negro
in the New World: The Statement of a Problem,” American Anthropologist,
XXXII, 145-56).

1 Robert E. Park, ‘“The Conflict and Fusion of Cultures,” Journal of
Negro History, IV, 117. Professor Herskovits has produced a mass of docu-
mentary evidence to show that the slaves brought to the New World were
secured from ‘‘the West African coastal forested belt,” a relatively homoge-
nous culture area (“On the Provenience of New World Negroes,” op. cit.,

p. 251).
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From time to time, customs among the Negro population
have been ascribed to the African background.”” For exam-
ple, at an early period in New England, Negroes had the
custom of electing governors who exercised an almost des-
potic discipline over local groups of slaves. This custom has
been characterized as a survival of the social organization
of African tribes.”? If we may trust the testimony of a slave
that, on the plantation where he was held for a time, there
was a man “who prayed five times every day, always turn-

't Negro superstitions and religious practices have been often uncritically
attributed to African sources. Upon examination these superstitions appear
to be folk beliefs, without any religious significance, of anisolated peasantry.
In many cases these superstitions are traceable to European folklore. As Dr.
Park (‘“The Conflict and Fusion of Cultures,” 0p. cit., pp. 115-16) has pointed
out, the last authentic account of a religious practice of African origin was
that which took place in Louisiana in 1884 and was described by George W.
Cable, ‘“Creole Slave Songs,” Century Magazine, XXXI, 807-27. On the Sea
Islands, where the isolated unmixed Negroes speak a distinct dialect, we
probably have in the “praise house’’ a fusion of African traits of culture with
the practices of Western civilization (see Guion G. Johnson, 4 Social His-
tory of the Sea Islands [Chapel Hill, 1930], pp. 147-53). For an example of the
uncritical and often absurd assertions concerning the influence of African
culture see Carter G. Woodson, The African Background Outlined or Hand-
book for the Study of the Negro (Washington, D.C., 1936), pp. 16875, where
the author, among other equally untenable conjectures, states: ‘“The indus-
try of the Negro in the United States may be partly explained as an African
survival. The Negro is born a worker. In the African social order work is
well organized. Everybody is supposed to make some contribution to the
production of food and clothing necessary for the whole community” (p.
171). Of the same nature is the claim of Herskovits that the practice of bap-
tism among Negroes is related ‘‘to the great importance of the river-cults in
West Africa, particularly in view of the fact, that as has been observed, river-
cult priests were sold into slavery in great numbers’ (“‘Social History of the
Negro” in A Handbook of Social Psychology [Worcester, Mass., 1935], pp.
256-57). It needs simply to be stated that about a third of the rural Negroes
in the United States are Methodists and only in exceptional cases practice
baptism.

13 Aimes, op. cit., pp. 15-17.
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ing his face to the east, when in the performance of his devo-
tions,” we probably have a case of the survival of Moham-
medan practices.”* In the same account we have a descrip-
tion of a burial which might have been an African survival:

I assisted her and her husband to inter the infant—which was a
little boy—and its father buried with it, a small bow and several
arrows; a little bag of parched meal; a miniature canoe, about a foot
long, and a little paddle (with which he said it would cross the ocean
to his own country), a small stick, with an iron nail, sharpened, and
fastened into one end of it; and a piece of white muslin, with several
curious and strange figures painted on it in blue and red, by which, he
said, his relations and countrymen would know the infant to be his
son, and would receive it accordingly, on its arrival amongst them. . . ..
He cut a lock of hair from his head, threw it upon the dead infant, and
closed the grave with his own hands. He then told us the God of his
country was looking at him, and was pleased with what he had done.™

These isolated instances only tend to show how difficult
it was for slaves, who had retained a memory of their African
background, to find a congenial milieu in which to perpetu-
ate the old way of life. Even before reaching the United
States, slaves had often been subjected to influences that
tended to destroy the significance and meaning of their
African heritage.”s Once in the New World, they were sepa-

13 Charles Ball, Slavery in the United States: A Narrative of the Life and
Adventures of Charles Ball, a Black Man (Lewistown, Pa., 1836), p. 127.

14 Ibid., pp. 203-5.

1s Elizabeth Donnan (ed.), Documents Illustrative of the History of the Slave
Trade to America (Washington, 1930), I, Preface, vi. In many cases the
slaves brought to the United States had already lost part of their African
heritage while in the West Indies. The following list of slaves belonging to
the members of the Moravian congregation in Philadelphia, in 1766, shows
both the African origin of the slaves and, in two cases, the length of their

residence in the West Indies:
“John Rebo, b. 1721, in Angola, Guinea, Africa. In 1733 taken to Ja-
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rated from friends and acquaintances and “broken in” to
the regimen of the plantation.’® Finally, they had to face
the disdain, if not the hostility, of the slaves who had become
accommodated and accustomed to the new environment.*?

maica, W.I,, and in 1737 to New York. Baptized Oct. 19, 1747, by Bishop
J. C. F. Cammerhoff. . . ..

“Silpo Fortune (baptized 1761, Anna Elizabeth), b. Jan. 1, 1730.

‘““Tobias, b. 1721, in Ibo Nation, Africa, brought to America in 1763.

“Woodridge, b. 1748, in Guinea, Africa, taken to Barbadoes, W.I., 1756,
and to Philadelphia in 1764.

“Dinah, b. 1740, in Guinea, Africa, brought to Philadelphia in 1756.

“Flora, b. 1725, in Ibo Nation, Guinea, Africa, brought to Pennsylvania
in 1735.

“Rose, b. 1726, in Guinea, Africa, brought here in 1736. . . . . ”

16 A traveler in Louisiana described the process of breaking in new Negroes
as follows: ‘‘Negroes bought from the importers and carried home by the
purchasers are ordinarily treated differently from the old ones. They are
only gradually accustomed to work. They are made to bathe often, to take
walks from time to time, and especially to dance; they are distributed in small
numbers among old slaves in order to dispose them to better acquire their
habits’’ (C. C. Robin, Voyages ... de la Louisiane [Paris, 1807], III, 16g-70,
in Phillips, 0p. cit., I1, 31). A Negro slave who was brought to Virginia about
1755 from Barbadoes and was shortly afterward taken to England wrote as
follows concerning his isolation: ‘“We were landed up a river a good way from
the sea, about Virginia county, where we saw a few or none of our native
Africans, and not one soul who could talk to me. I wasa few weeks weeding
grass, and gathering stones in a plantation; and at last all my companions
were distributed different ways, and only myself was left. I was now ex-
ceedingly miserable, and thought myself worse off than any of the rest of
my companions; for they could talk to each other, but I had no person to
speak to that I could understand” (The Interesting Narrative of the Life of
Olaudah Equiano or Gustavus Vassa, the African, Written by Himself [London,
1789}, I, go-g1).

17 The following newspaper account of the reception of four native Afri-
cans on a Georgia plantation, except for the inferred detail concerning the
delight of the newcomers, is probably indicative of the general attitude of the
slaves toward their African background: ‘“Our common darkies treat them
with sovereign contempt walking around them with a decided aristocratic
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As regards the Negro family, there is no reliable evidence
that African culture has had any influence on its develop-
ment.®® In the autobiography of a slave a story is told of a
slave who claimed that he had been a priest in Africa and,
when through with his work in the field, assumed an atti-
tude toward his wife similar to that of the husband in the
West Indian Negro family.** This might have been an in-
stance of the survival of African customs. Concerning this

slave, Ball wrote:

[He] was a morose, sullen man, and said he formerly had ten wives
in his own country, who all had to work for, and wait upon him; and he
thought himself badly off here, in having but one woman to do any-
thing for him. This man was very irritable, and often beat and other-

air. But the Africans are docile and very industrious and are represented as
being perfectly delighted with their new homes and improved conditions.
The stories that they are brutes and savages is all stuff and nonsense. It was
put in the papers by men who do not know what they are talking about. As
to their corrupting our common negroes, we venture the assertion would
come nearer the truth if stated the other way” (Atlanta [Ga.] Daily Intelli-
gencer, March g, 1859, in Phillips, op. ¢it., II, 54-55).

8 Du Bois, who believed that careful research would reveal traces, but
traces only, ‘“‘of the African family in America” since ‘‘the effectiveness of
the slave system meant the practically complete crushing out of the African
clan and family life,”’ nevertheless gives as an example of survival the case of
a Negro country wedding in Lowndes County, Alabama, in 1892, in which the
bride was chased ‘‘after the ceremony in a manner very similar to the Zulu
ceremony’’ (The Negro American Family [Atlanta, 1908}, p. 21). To establish
any real cultural connection between African practices and such behavior as
that described in the case cited would require not only a more detailed knowl-
edge of the tribal origins of American Negroes than our sources of informa-
tion afford us but a definite historical connection between specific practices
and particular tribes. Without such knowledge, the claim of a social worker
(Corinne Sherman, ‘‘Racial Factors in Desertion,” Family, 111, 224) that she
was not able to understand ‘‘the conjugal habits of colored clients’ until she
had gained a knowledge of African customs shows to what fantastic conclu-
sions speculations about African survivals in America may lead one.

19See n. 8 above.
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wise maltreated his wife, on the slightest provocation, and the overseer
refused to protect her, on the ground, that he never interfered in the
family quarrels of the black people.?

The slaves, it scems, had only a vague knowledge of the
African background of their parents. For example, a slave
brought to Southampton County, Virginia, said concerning
his father:

My father’s name was Joe. He was owned by a planter named
Benford, who lived at Northampton, in the same state. I believe my
father and his family were bred on Benford’s plantation. His father had
been stolen from Africa. He was of the Eboe tribe. I remember seeing
him once, when he came to visit my mother. He was very black. I
never saw him but that one time, and though I was quite small, I have
a distinct recollection of him. He and my mother were separated, in
consequence of his master’s going further off, and then my mother was
forced to take another husband.

Although Austin Steward, one of the early leaders in pro-
testing the emigration of the free Negroes to Africa, does
not give the tribal origin of his ancestors, he gives real or
legendary details of the circumstances under which his
grandfather was captured in Africa:

20 Ball, 0p. cit., pp. 203—4. It is of interest to note that Professor Hersko-
vits claims that ‘“‘the importance of the mother’s family, though not institu-
tionalized, is so great when compared with the significance of the father and
his people that it must be considered as one of these special types of tradition,
as must the care taken of orphaned children by relatives, usually on the
mother’s side, and the reluctance of Negroes to allow orphans to be taken to
institutions which shelter such children” (Handbook of Social Psychology,
p. 254). Contrary to this far-fetched explanation, the prevalence of the
maternal family organization among Negroes will be shown in the course of
our study to be due to social and economic forces in American life.

a John Brown, Slave Life in Georgia: A Narrative of the Life, Suflerings,
and Escape of John Brown, a Fugitive Slave, Now in England, ed. L. A.
Chameroozow (London, 1855), pp. 1-2.

2 C, G. Woodson, The Negro in Our History (Washington, 1928), p. 272.
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Some years ago, a woman engaged in washing clothes, near the sea
coast, had a lad with her to take care of her two younger children—one
a young babe—while she was at work. They wandered away a short
distance, and while amusing themselves under some bushes, four men,
to them strange looking creatures, with white faces, surrounded them;
and when the lad attempted to run away, they threw the infant he held
in his arms, on the ground, and seizing the other two children, bore
them screaming with fear, to the ship. Frantic and inconsolable, they
were borne to the American slave market, where they were sold to a
Virginia Planter, for whom they labored sorrowfully and in tears,
until old age deprived them of farther exertion, when they were turned
out, like an old horse, to die; and did die destitute and uncared for, in
their aged infirmity, after a long life of unrequited toil. That lad, stole
from Africa’s coast, was my grandfather.2s

But in the case of Martin Delany,** who was associated
with Frederick Douglass on the North Star and who, after
serving as a surgeon in the Civil War, became the first
Negro major in the United States Army, we have a full
account of his African origin. “His pride in birth,” writes
his biographer, “is traceable to his maternal as well as to
his paternal grandfather, native Africans—on the father’s
side, pure Golah; on the mother’s, Mandingo.””” Further
details of his African racial heritage and the career of his
ancestors are given in his biography:

His father’s father was a chieftain, captured with his family in war,
sold to the slavers, and brought to America. He fled at one time from

23 Austin Steward, Twenty-two Years a Slave, and Forty Years a Freeman;
Embracing a Correspondence of Several Years, While President of Wilberforce
Colony, London, Canada West (Rochester, N.Y., 1857), pp. 336-37.

24 See ‘‘Martin Robinson Delany,” Encyclopaedia of the Social Sciences,
V, 64-6s.

s Frank A. Rollin, Martin R. Delany: Life and Public Services of Martin
R. Delany, Sub-assistant Commissioner, Bureau of Relief of Refugees, Freed-
men and Abandoned Lands and Late Major 1o4th U.S. Colored Troops (Boston,
1869), p. 15.
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Virginia, where he was enslaved, taking with him his wife and two
sons, born to him on this continent, and, after various wanderings
reached Little York—as Toronto, Canada, was then called—unmo-
lested. But even there he was pursued, and “by some fiction of law,
international policy, old musty treaty, cozenly understood,” says
Major Delany, he was brought back to the United States. . . . .

On his mother’s side the claim receives additional strength. The
story runs that her father was an African prince, from the Niger Valley
regions of Central Africa; was captured when young, during hostilities
between the Mandingoes, Fellahtas, and Houssa, sold and brought to
America at the same time with his betrothed Graci. His name was
Shango, surnamed Peace, from that of a great African deity of protec-
tion which is represented in their worship as a ram’s head with the
attribute of fire. . . . .

Shango, at an early period of his servitude in America, regained his
liberty, and returned to Africa.

Whether owing to the fact that the slave system was not so
thoroughly estabished then—that is, had no legal existence,—or the
early slaveholders had not then lost their claims to civilization, it was
recognized among themselves that no African of noble birth should be
continued enslaved, proofs of his claims being adduced. Thus, by
virtue of his birth, Shango was enabled to return home. His wife,
Graci, was afterwards restored to freedom by the same means. She
remained in America, and died at the age of one hundred and seven,
in the family of her only daughter, Pati, the mother of Major Delany .

Major Delany was able to authenticate these incidents
in his family history on an exploring trip to Africa in 1859
while investigating the Niger Valley as a suitable place to
which emancipated Negroes might emigrate. He learned
that his grandmother had been dead about forty-three years
and that his “grandfather was heir to the kingdom which
was then the most powerful in Central Africa, but lost his
royal inheritance by the still prevailing custom of slavery
and expatriation as a result of subjugation.””” Thus Major

* Ibid., pp. 15-17. 37 Ibid., p. 17.
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Delany realized the ambition which, according to his biog-
rapher, was first kindled in him by the chants of his Man-
dingo mother.

The case of Major Delany is unusual, in respect to both
his zeal in searching out the source of his African heritage
and to the definiteness of his knowledge of his African an-
cestry. In most Negro families where there is knowledge
concerning African origins it has become a more or less vague
part of the family traditions. A founder of a school in the
Black Belt modeled after Tuskegee tells us that his maternal
grandmother came directly from Africa and spoke the Afri-
can language. “It is said,” he sums up his knowledge of
her African background, “that when she became angry no
one could understand what she said.”’?® Moton, of unmixed
ancestry, goes into greater detail concerning his African pro-
genitors.” But the very details of Moton’s story cast doubt

8 W. J. Edwards, Twenty-five Years in the Black Belt (Boston, 1918), p. 1.

29 Moton gives the following account of his African progenitor: ‘“About
the year of 1735, a fierce battle was waged between two strong tribes on the
west coast of Africa. The chief of one of these tribes was counted among the
most powerful of his time. This chief overpowered his rival and slaughtered
and captured a great number of his band. Some of the captives escaped,
others died, others still committed suicide, till but few were left. The vic-
torious chief delivered to his son about a dozen of this forlorn remnant, and
he, with an escort, took them away to be sold into slavery. The young African
pushed his way through the jungle with his bodyguard until he reached the
coast. Arrived there, he sold his captives to the captain of an American slave
ship and received his pay in trinkets of various kinds, common to the custom
of the trade. Then he was asked to row out in a boat and inspect the wonder-
ful ship. He went, and with the captain and the crew saw every part of the
vessel. When it was all over they offered him food and he ate it heartily.
After that he remembered no more till he woke to find himself in the hold
of the ship chained to one of the miserable creatures whom he himself had
so recently sold as a slave, and the vessel itself was far beyond the sight of
land. After many days the ship arrived at the shores of America; the human
cargo was brought to Richmond and this African slave merchant was sold
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upon its authenticity. Du Bois, of mixed blood, has woven
the slender bond between himself and Africa from a ro-
mantic story of a Bantu ancestress. Two hundred years
before his birth,

Tom Burghardt had come through the western pass from the Hudson
with his Dutch captor, “Coenraet Burghardt,” sullen in his slavery
and achieving his freedom by volunteering for the Revolution at a
time of sudden alarm. His wife was a little, black, Bantu woman, who
never became reconciled to this strange land; she clasped her knees and
rocked and crooned:

“Do banna coba—gene me, gene me!
Ben d’nuli, ben d’le Jls0

Similarly, traditions in other Negro families go back to
African ancestors, who are identified at times with various
tribes or nations. The Wrights, who for two generations
have achieved distinction as educators, claim descent from
a Mandingo chief.3* George Schuyler, who holds a unique
place among Negro journalists and authors, traces his an-
cestry on his mother’s side to Madagascar. With his char-
acteristic skepticism, he remarks that the claim that she
was a princess was ‘“‘probably a lie.”3* A physician in
Charleston, South Carolina, traces the African origin of his
family to his father’s grandmother, the daughter of a chief

along with his captives at public auction in the slave markets of the city. He
was bought by a tobacco planter and carried to Amelia County, Virginia,
where he lived to be a very old man. This man was my grandmother’s great
grandfather’’ (Robert Russa Moton, Finding @ Way Out [New York, 1920},
Pp. 3-4). '

3o W. E. B. Du Bois, Darkwater (New York, 1920), p. s.

3 From data on questionnaire. See Who's Who in America, 1930-1931,
p. 2422.

32 From data on questionnaire; see also George S. Schuyler, “Black Art,”
American Mercury, XXVII, 335.
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in Madagascar, who was taken by missionaries to France
to be educated but was stolen and sent to America, where an
unsuccessful attempt was made to enslave her. Traditions
in the family of a young lawyer of mixed blood in Chicago
also point to Madagascar as the home of his African ances-
tor.’* A physician in the same city tells of a great-grand-
father of royal blood who was purchased and freed by
Quakers after he refused to be enslaved. Sometimes the par-
ticular tribal or racial identity of the African progenitor has
been lost, as in the family history of a lawyer in Harrisburg
whose great grandfather was simply known as an African
called Brutus, who was killed when he refused to submit
to slavery. The vagueness of most of these traditions con-
cerning the African ancestry is shown in the family history
of a young woman who teaches in a Negro college. She
writes:

As far back as I can go on my mother’s side I can remember my
great-grandmother. We are of the opinion that she was not far re-
moved from the African group. Her parents were born, I think, in
Africa. This one thing she must have told my grandfather for he told
me that his people on the African side were Ebos. We didn’t know
what he was talking about when he told us but I have found out since
about the Ebo by reading Woodson’s books where he talks about how
hard it was to manage them and they stopped bringing them here as
slaves. I remember that my great-grandmother was hard to manage
and grandfather had to build a separate house for her. She lived to be
ninety-six years old.34

Sometimes the tradition is almost forgotten; all that has
been transmitted is that some remote ancestor was a ‘“‘na-
tive of Guinea” or from some other part of Africa.

33 See Donnan, op. cit., I, 94, and III, 14 and 407, for references among
others to slaves brought from Madagascar to America.

3 Manuscript document.
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Except in rare instances the few memories and traditions
of African forebears that once stirred the imagination of the
older generations have failed to take root in the minds of the
present generation of Negro youth. Here and there one
finds among the family traditions of college students a story
of an African ancestor portrayed in more or less distinct
outlines. In one story the African progenitor is bound up
with the well-known legend among Negroes of the red flag
that lured slaves from the African shore. A college student
writes:

As was told me, Granny’s grandmother was a “Golden Nigger.”
She had a gold star branded on her forehead. She told Granny that one
day she and some other children were playing in Africa. They sighted
a red flag flying at a distance from them. They became curious as to
what the red rag was and ran to it. On approaching they were grabbed
by some white men and put on a ship. This ship brought them to
Virginia where they were sold. She always hated anything red because
that was the color that attracted her from home and people whom she
never again saw or heard from. She is referred to as often saying “Oh,
that red rag, that red rag, that red rag brought me here.”ss

Another student writes with more assurance a story that
has the appearance of sober history:

In the year 1771 somewhere in the heart of Africa, there was born to
an African king a baby boy by the name of Lewis; this baby boy was
destined to be one of my ancestors. This baby had a brother by the
name of Hosea. Very little is known of Lewis’ early days, and of his
life in Africa, for at a very early age his father sent him to France with
two bachelors who were Frenchmen. Here in France, Lewis was to
receive his education and learn the ways of the French people. Lewis
had no sir name, thus he took the name of the two bachelors, who were
brothers and is now Lewis De Benyard. After staying in France for
only a short while these Frenchmen turned their faces towards
America, and it was thus that Lewis De Benyard found himself in

35 Manuscript document.
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America. At the age of about 15 Lewis landed in America on St.
Simons’ Islands. He was reared on Jeckle Island and having received
a rather good education was made overseer of a set of slaves in that
district.36

In the same tone still another student relates the details,
which he received from his grandfather, of the capture in
Africa and transportation to America:

Peter, as I have it from my old grandfather, was the name of his
grandfather and could remember when he was captured and carried
across the “big water.”” It was one day during the dry season when
Peter was a young boy that some natives and white men came to talk
to his, Peter’s, father and the other warriors of the tribe. There was
much shaking of heads and finally the white men left very angry. Some
days later the runners came in telling of a large army coming to destroy
the village and take all as slaves. When the fighting was over, Peter,
his mother and smaller brother were chained to the long line of prison-
ers and marched for days through the forest into the setting sun. Then
one day they came at last to the “big water.”” Here they were bathed,
treated and examined and next day put on board a big boat out in the
“big water.” On the trip over Peter’s brother died.

Then one night they were roused from their sleep and crowded on
deck quietly, put into small boats and carried ashore. The next morn-
ing Peter’s eyes saw a new land, different from his native village and
its surroundings but he was too glad to be on ground again to worry
about that. All day they stood, or sat in the hot sun but they didn’t
mind that for did they not have clothes again? On the voyage over
they were stripped of all clothing, as I have learned, to insure a maxi-
mum of cleanliness. On the following day they were taken out in
small groups and sold or:e at a time. Peter’s mother had become ill and
no one would buy her, but Peter was bought by a funny looking man
with whiskers. What were they saying to him about his mother?
Surely they were not angry because he wanted to stay with her. He
cried and the funny man struck him with a whip. He quit crying for he
didn’t like that. He hadn’t liked any of it, but he wouldn’t stand for
much beating. Not Peter! The man didn’t strike any more and Peter

3¢ Manuscript document.
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found a friend in another of the slaves, a woman who knew his mother.
They were put in a wagon and rode all day and part of the night before
being unloaded and locked in a cabin. Many days passed and Peter
was now one of the workers and he could understand some of the
things said to him.37

Pride in purity of race has evidently kept alive the tradi-
tion of African heritage in the family of another student:

I remember my father often boasting of the fact that he had a pure
strain of Negro blood in his veins. He told me that he could trace his
ancestors back to the very heart of Africa. His grandfather, who was a
wonderful influence in his life, often told him tales of his great-grand-
father who was a slave in the early days of slavery. He would relate
very interestingly facts concerning his transportation from Africa into
this country to his great-grandchildren. In this manner the tales were
handed down the line until they came to me, and I guess even I will
relate them to my children.s®

These scraps of memories, which form only an insignifi-
cant part of the growing body of traditions in Negro families,
are what remains of the African heritage. Probably never
before in history has a people been so nearly completely
stripped of its social heritage as the Negroes who were
brought to America. Other conquered races have continued
to worship their household gods within the intimate circle
of their kinsmen. But American slavery destroyed house-
hold gods and dissolved the bonds of sympathy and affec-
tion between men of the same blood and household. Old
men and women might have brooded over memories of their
African homeland, but they could not change the world
about them. Through force of circumstances, they had to
acquire a new language, adopt new habits of labor, and take
over, however imperfectly, the folkways of the American
environment. Their children, who knew only the American

37 Manuscript document. 3% Manuscript document.
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environment, soon forgot the few memories that had been
passed on to them and developed motivations and modes
of behavior in harmony with the New World. Their chil-
dren’s children have often recalled with skepticism the frag-
ments of stories concerning Africa which have been pre-
served in their families. But, of the habits and customs as
well as the hopes and fears that characterized the life of
their forebearers in Africa, nothing remains. When edu-
cated Negroes of the present generation attempt to resur-
rect the forgotten memories of their ancestors, they are
seeking in the alien culture of Africa a basis for race pride
and racial identification. Hence, when a young sophisti-
cated Negro poet asks,
What is Africa to me?

and answers with true poetic license that the African heri-
tage surges up in him
In an old remembered way,3?

we hear the voice of a new race consciousness in a world of
conflict and frustration rather than the past speaking
through traditions that have become refined and hallowed
as they have been transmitted from generation to genera-
tion.

39 Countee Cullen, ‘“Heritage” in Color (New York, 1925), pp. 36—41.



CHAPTER 11
HUMAN, ALL TOO HUMAN

In America there was no social organization to sustain
whatever ideas and conceptions of life the Negro slave
might have retained of his African heritage. If we can rely
on the report of an old Negro woman that “a slave who
married a girl from a group of native Africans just received
on the plantation” was required ‘“to obtain the consent of
every member of the girl’s group before he was allowed to
marry her,”’* we have what might be an instance of the con-
tinued control of the clan organization in America. But
such cases, if they existed at all, were rare. In the new en-
vironment the Negro’s sexual impulses and wishes in regard
to mating, although doubtlessly influenced to some extent
by the ideas which he had acquired in Africa, were liberated
from group control and became subject only to the external
control of the master and the wishes and attitudes of those
with whom he formed unions.

In the early days of the slave trade the first restraint im-
posed upon the expression of the Negro’s sexual impulses
was the disproportionate number of males in the slave popu-
lation. It was not until about 1840 that the number of
Negro women equaled that of men.? To this cause were

1t Newbell N. Puckett, Folk Beliefs of the Southern Negro (Chapel Hill,
N.C,, 1926), p. 24.

2See W. E. B. Du Bois, The Negro American Family (Atlanta, 1908),
pPp. 18-19. A similar situation existed in the West Indies. Bryan Edwards
(The History, Civil and Commercial of the Britisk Colonies in the West Indies

[London, 1807], II, 175) writes: ‘It has been shown from unquestionable
authority, that one third only are females. Thus, notwithstanding every

23
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probably due the numerous cases of sex relations between
Negro slaves and indentured white women.? An excess of
males was created where slavery tended to be a purely in-
dustrial enterprise requiring masculine labor. Under such
circumstances there was no opportunity for permanency in
the association between the sexes. A traveler in Louisiana
in 1802 has left us his observations on the results of the ab-
sence of women in the slave population. “Those who can-
not obtain women (for there is a great disproportion be-
tween the numbers of the two sexes) traverse the woods in
search of adventures, and often encounter those of an un-
pleasant nature. They frequently meet a patrol of the
whites, who tie them up and flog them, and then send them
home.”* The casualness of the contacts, when the slaves
succeeded in finding women, prevented the development of
strong attachments, which result from prolonged associa-
tion between the sexes.

On most of the plantations, where there was no lack of
women,’ mating ranged from purely physical contacts,
often enforced by the masters, to permanent associations,
in which genuine sentiment between the spouses and pa-
rental affection for children created a real family group.
There were masters who, without any regard for the prefer-
ences of their slaves, mated their human chattel as they did

allowance for the Creoles or natives, who may reasonably be supposed to
have encreased according to the gencral laws of nature, there was in the year
1789, in Jamaica alone, an excess in its Negro population of 30,000 males.”

3Gee Carter G. Woodson, ‘“‘Beginnings of Miscegenation of Whites and
Blacks,” Journal of Negro History, 11, 335-53.

4 Berguin Duvallon, Travels in Louisiana and the Floridas, in the Year
1802, pp. 79-94, in Journal of Negro History, 11, 172.

s From 1840 on, there has been an excess of females in the Negro popula-
tion in the South.
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their stock. According to a former slave, the master in giv-
ing orders concerning their work ordered them to ‘“‘get mar-
ried”:

In July, Claypole told us, we must cultivate five hogsheads of
Tobacco for our summer’s work. Added to this, was the order for us
to “get married,” according to Slavery, or in other words, to enrich his
plantation by a family of young slaves. The alternative of this was, to
be sold to a slave trader who was then in the vicinity making up a
gang for a more southern market.5

And, when such little consideration was shown for the per-
sonality of the slaves, the practice of setting up Negro males
as stallions followed as a natural consequence when it was
to the economic advantage of the master to increase his
slaves.” A traveler in America in the eighteenth century
who observed the practice was apparently more concerned
with its effect upon the fertility of the slaves than its moral
consequences:

But allowing some Justice in or at least, a great deal of Necessity
for, making Slaves of this Sable part of the Species; surely, I think,
Christianity, gratitude, or, at least, good Policy, is concerned in using
them well, and in abridging them, instead of giving them Encourage-
ment, of several brutal and scandalous customs, that are too much
practic’d: Such as the giving them a number of Wives, or, in short
setting them up for Stallions to a whole neighborhood; when it has
been prov’d, I think, unexceptionally, that Polygamy rather destroys
than multiplies the Species.?

In a world where patriarchal traditions were firmly es-
tablished, probably even less consideration was shown for

¢ Andrew Jackson, Narrative and Writings of Andrew Jackson, of Kentucky
(Syracuse, N.Y., 1847), p. 8.

7 Cf. Ulrich B. Phillips, Life and Labor in the Old South (Boston, 1929),
Pp. 203-5.

8 [Edward Kimber], Itinerani Observations in America. Reprinted from
The London Magazine, 1745-46 (Savannah, Ga., 1878), pp. 37-38.
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the preferences of slave women. When men of the servile
class were ordered to mate, women, who on the whole played
a more passive role, had little choice in the selection of
mates.

When the sexual impulses of the males were no longer
controlled by African customs and mores, they became sub-
ject only to the periodic urge of sexual hunger. Under such
circumstances the males, as is generally true, seized upon the
woman who happened to be at hand and with whom they
had been thrown into closest contact.? Such lack of discrimi-
nation or sentiment in the selection of mates is manifested
in the case of a slave who, after leaving a ‘“wife’’ in Vir-
ginia, proceeded immediately to select one from the slave-
trader’s lot of which he was a member. To the prospective
buyer’s question, ‘“Have you a wife?”’ he answered, ‘“Yes,
massa, I lef’ young wife in Richmond, but I got a new wife
here in de lot. I wish you buy her, massa, if you gwing to
buy me.”’*®

But, in many cases of sexual unions or temporary mat-
ings, individual preferences and discrimination must have
asserted themselves from the beginning. We have the fol-
lowing story of a slave who persisted in associating with a
woman on a neighboring plantation in spite of the punish-
ment to which he was subjected:

As soon as he felt able to go so far, that is, in about three months, he
made another attempt to see her, was missed, pursued and caught.
Then Thomas Stevens swore a fearful oath that he would cure him of
“‘wife hunting.” If he must have a wife, there was a plenty of likely
yallow gals on the plantation for such as he to choose from. He might
have the pick of ’em. But he (Stevens) wasn’t going to let his niggers

9 Cf. Robert Briffault, The Mothers (New York, 1927), I, 24s.

10 Slavery in America, with Notices of the Present State of Slavery and the
Slave Trade throughout the World (London, 1837), p. 128.
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breed for another man’s benefit, not he: so if John couldn’t get a wife
off the plantation he shouldn’t have one at all. But he’d cure him of
Nancy any how.»

Likewise, women who had formed attachments for particu-
lar men sometimes resisted attempts to force them into
promiscuous unions. A young mulatto girl who had been a
maid and dressmaker for her mistress ran away when her
master decided to give her to one of his slaves:

She was engaged to a young man from another plantation, but he
had joined one of Harriet’s parties, and gone North. Tilly was to have
gone also at that time, but had found it impossible to get away. Now
she had learned that it was her Master’s intention to give her to a

Negro of his own for his wife; and in fear and desperation, she made
a strike for freedom.

But, on the whole, since slavery was, as Phillips has well
characterized it, ‘“‘a curious blend of force and concession, of
arbitrary disposal by the master and self-direction by the
slave, of tyranny and benevolence, of antipathy and affec-
tion,”’*3 the masters either through necessity or because of
their humanity showed some consideration for the wishes
of the slaves in their mating. In the following letter from
one master to another there is not only a recognition of the
slave’s preference in the choice of a mate but an indorse-
ment of his personal qualifications for marriage:

As my boy Reuben has formed an attachment to one of your girls
and wants her for a wife this is to let you know that I am perfectly

* John Brown, Slave Life in Georgia: A Narrative of the Life, Sufferings,
and Escape of John Brown, a Fugitive Slave, Now in England (London, 1855),
p. 40.

2 Sarah Elizabeth (Hopkins) Bradford, Harriet Tubman: Scenes in the
Life of Harriet Tubman (Auburn, N.Y., 1869), p. 57.

13.0p. cit., p. 217.
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willing that he should, with your consent marry her. His character is
good, he is honest faithful and industrious.™

Whenever the slave showed discrimination and definite
preference in the selection of a mate, the purely sexual im-
pulses and feelings were transformed into something more
than animal appetite. There developed in many such cases
what might truly be called a period of courtship. There
was rivalry between the males which often assumed the
character of animal rivalry, but this was controlled by the
masters in the interest of order on the plantation. But there
was rivalry of another sort in which brute force was re-
placed by manifestations of tender feelings and attention to
the wishes of the woman. If during this period of courtship
there was much opportunity for the expression of tender
feelings and the development of mutual sympathies, the
sexual impulses of the male were further transformed. A
development of this nature must have taken place in the
case of a slave who wooed his future wife in an adjoining
field and slyly helped her with her work. The following
story which a college student has written concerning the
courtship of her great-grandparents may not be true in all
its details, but it undoubtedly shows under what circum-
stances tender feelings and sympathy became fused with
the purely sexual impulses. The boy, Charles, who was his
master’s child, was sold with his mother when the master’s
wife discovered the relationship. On the plantation to which
they were sold they were isolated because of their lack of
sympathy with the uncouth field hands and the latter’s hos-
tility toward slaves of mixed blood.

14 Letter of A. R. Wright, Louisville, Georgia, to Howell Cobb at Cherry

Hill in the same county, in Phillips, Documentary History of American In-
dustrial Society: Plantation and Frontier (Cleveland, 1910-11), II, 45.
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C—— W—— had reached the approximate age of twelve when his
mother died. As a boy C—— W-—— showed a great deal of interest
in the stables. His interest in horses was so great that often it was said
of him, jokingly, that he never took part in a conversation unless the
subject was horses. After he left the field labor, he became stable boy.
Here he spent his entire time and enjoyed every minute of it. His
mother had been his only confident, and now that interest was trans-
ferred to Mr. B’s horses. No one on the plantation particularly liked
C W . The slaves whispered that his white skin portrayed
“bad blood.” When, in the stables, his meditations were noted, the
beliefs of his fellows were confirmed. His thoughts and schemes were
said to be of the devil. Everyone overlooked C—— W ’s utter
loneliness except a little slave girl, who worked in Mr. B’s kitchen.
Often, she would conceal goodies in her apron for C—— W——. She
encouraged him to talk and yet never attempted to pry into the prob-
lems of his past life, unasked. In this way she won his confidence and
finally his love. At times they talked for hours. One day it occurred
to C—— W——that he had entirely ignored the name of this benev-
olent person. Upon asking he found it to be Julia—his mother’s
name. This proved to be an even better reason why he should like this
little slave girl. Their interests grew more intimate and personal.
Julia tried to uplift C—— W-——"s conception of life by describing to
him as best she knew how her God. He told her of his mother’s life and
how misfortune had befallen her at his birth. C—— W-—— even
enjoyed being depressed and despairing, for there was always Julia to
comfort him. Gradually, Julia became the most precious thing in his
life. The slaves talked and attempted to destroy Julia’s friendship
with C—— W——, but to no avail.’s

In addition to the psychological factors that tended to
modify the slave’s impulses, there were social forces in the
organization of slavery that molded his personality and sub-
jected his impulses to moral restraints. The plantation econ-
omy, which was more or less self-sufficient, gave numerous
opportunities for the expression of individual talent. As
Coppin relates, “Those who had musical talent often be-

s Manuscript document.
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came ‘fiddlers’ and some of them became quite expert with
the bow.””® In addition, there was a division of labor that
became the basis of social distinctions among the slaves.
Frederick Douglass has left us an instructive account of the
division of labor on the plantation and the esteem in which
the various occupations were held:

“Uncle” Tobey was the blacksmith, “Uncle” Harry the cartwright,
and “Uncle” Abel was the shoemaker, and these had assistants in their
several departments. These mechanics were called “Uncles” by all the
younger slaves, not because they really sustained that relationship to
any, but according to plantation etiquette as a mark of respect, due
from the younger to the older slaves.

Among other slave notabilities, I found here one called by every-
body, white and colored, “Uncle” Isaac Copper. Once in a while a
negro had a surname fastened to him by common consent. This was
the case with “Uncle”” Isaac Copper. When the “Uncle’” was dropped,
he was called Doctor Copper. He was both our Doctor of Medicine
and our Doctor of Divinity. Where he took his degree I am unable to
say, but he was too well established in his profession to permit ques-
tion as to his native skill, or attainments. One qualification he cer-
tainly had. He was a confirmed cripple, wholly unable to work, and
was worth nothing for sale in the market. Though lame he was no
sluggard. He made his crutches do him good service, and was always
on the alert looking up the sick, and such as were supposed to need his
aid and counsel. His remedial prescriptions embraced four articles.
For diseases of the body, epsom salts, and castor oil; for those of the
soul, the “Lord’s prayer,” and a few stout hickory switches.!?

Undoubtedly, the most influential personalities among
the slaves were their preachers. Douglass received his re-
ligious training under one of the characters whom he de-
scribes in the foregoing selection. He relates:

1 Levi J. Coppin, Unwritten History (Philadelphia, 1920), p. 48.

11 My Bondage and My Freedom (New York and Auburn, 18s5), pp. 30
and 31. w
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I was early sent to Doctor Isaac Copper, with twenty or thirty other
children, to learn the Lord’s prayer. The old man was seated on a huge
three-legged oaken stool, armed with several large hickory switches,
and from the point where he sat, lame as he was, he could reach every
boy in the room. After standing a while to learn what was expected of
us, he commanded us to kneel down. This was done, he told us to say
everything he said. “Our Father”—this we repeated after him with
promptness and uniformity—*“who art in Heaven” was less promptly
and uniformly repeated, and the old gentleman paused in the prayer
to give us a short lecture, and to use his switches on our backs.'8

These preachers became the interpreters of a religion which
the slaves had developed on American soil. This religion
was not a heritage, as many have assumed, from Africa.’
In the main, Park seems to be right in his assumption that

the reason the Negro so readily and eagerly took over from the white
man his heaven and apocalyptic visions was because these materials
met the demands of his peculiar racial temperament and furnished
relief to the emotional strains that were provoked in him by the con-
ditions of slavery.z

Although the house servants, because of their favored posi-
tion in relation to the master class, were early admitted to
the churches, it was only with the coming of the Methodists
and Baptists that the masses of the slaves “found a form
of Christianity that they could make their own.”” Often
independent congregations were set up in which there was
full opportunity for the development of leadership and char-
acter in a social world that was essentially the Negro’s own
creation. Although, partly because of this isolation, these

8 [bid., p. 31.

19 G. R. Wilson, ‘“The Religion of the American Negro Slave: His Atti-
tude toward Life and Death,”” Journal of Negro History, VIII, 41~71.

20 Robert E. Park, “The Conflict and Fusion of Cultures,” Journal of
Negro History, IV, 128.

= Ibid., pp. 118-19.
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churches did not develop moral conceptions and restraints
identical to those of the masters, they undoubtedly exer-
cised control over the sex behavior of the slaves. An ob-
server reported:

I perceive, also, improvement in their tempers and intercourse as
husbands and wives. The last point in which improvement is to be
looked for respects their morality. In this a change for the better is
seen in the greater frequency of marriage, the greater permanency of
the relation, and the rebuke which a growing sense of virtue adminis-
ters to transgressors. If in the church, they are expelled—if out of it,
they lose, in some degree, the standing which they held before among
their fellow servants.»?

Thus the personality of the slave gradually developed in
accordance with his role on the plantation and in response
to the attitudes of his fellows which found expression often
in forms of etiquette suitable to his status. Consciousness
of his status in the little world of the plantation tended to
exercise control over his behavior, including his relations
with the other sex. However, the most fundamental social
distinctions among the slaves were based upon the differ-
ence in status between the field hands and the house serv-
ants.?? For example, a former slave recounts the advantages
that came with his elevation to the position of a house
servant:

22 “On the Religious Instruction of the Negroes, Together with the Report
of the Committee, and the Address to the Public,” Proceedings of the Meet-
ing, May 13-15, 1845 (Charleston, S.C.), p. 57.

23 Lyell made the following observations concerning the house servants:
““The colored domestic servants are treated with great indulgence at Tus-
caloosa. One day some of them gave a supper to a large party of their friends
in the house of a family which we visited, and they feasted their guests on
roast turkeys, ice-cream, jellies and cakes’ (Charles Lyell, Second Visit to the
United States [New York, 1849}, II, 72, in Phillips, Documentary History of
American Industrial Society, 11, 46).
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I was now made a house slave. My duties were to wait on the table
and help in the kitchen. I was extremely glad of this promotion, as it
afforded me a better chance of obtaining good food. . . . . At this peri-
od I had a tolerably good time of it, being employed in the kitchen
helping to cook, or waiting at the table, and listening to the conversa-
tion going on, I learned many things of which the field hands were
entirely ignorant.2

In the social life of the slaves the superior status of the
house servants was generally recognized. Steward, a former
slave, wrote:

It was about ten o’clock when the aristocratic slaves began to
assemble, dressed in the cast-off finery of their master and mistress,
swelling out and putting on airs in imitation of those they were forced
to obey from day to day

House servants were of course, “the stars” of the party; all eyes
were turned to them to see how they conducted, for they, among
slaves, are what a military man would call “fugle-men.” The field
hands, and such of them as have generally been excluded from the
dwelling of their owners, look to the house servant as a pattern of
politeness and gentility. And indeed, it is often the only method of
obtaining any knowledge of the manners of what is called “genteel
society”; hence, they are ever regarded as a privileged class; and are
sometimes greatly envied, while others are bitterly hated.”

The prestige of the house servants was not due entirely
to artificial distinctions and hollow pretentions. And, al-
though it may occasion a smile to read that the house girl
from the “Big House” in “the cast-off clothing of her mis-
tress” was the “Lady at the Quarters,” there was often a

4 Francis Frederick, Autobiography of Rev. Francis Frederick of Virginia
(Baltimore, 1869), pp. 9 and 15.

35 Austin Steward, Twenty-two Years a Slave, and Forty Years a Freeman;
Embracing a Correspondence of Several Years, While President of Wilberforce
Colony, London, Canada West (Rochester, N.Y., 1857), pp. 30-32.
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fundamental difference between her deportment and that
of the semibarbarous field hands.?®

The extent to which the slaves assimilated the ideas,
sentiments, and beliefs of the whites depended upon the
range and character of the contacts between the two races.
At the one extreme there were the impersonal relations of
the slave-trader, feared and hated by every slave, who
treated his human wares as utilities; while at the other ex-
treme the personal and intimate relations between the house
servants and their masters created truly human relation-
ships. The relations of the overseer, who lacked both cul-
ture and worldly goods, to the field hands were similar to
those of the trader, although the overseer was compelled to
recognize individual differences among the slaves. But men
and women of the master race, living in daily contact with
their slaves, were bound to recognize the personality of those
with whom they had often shared their joys and sorrows
from early childhood.?” The slave on his part was not less

% Coppin, o0p. cit., p. 37.

27 A former slave recalls: ““The old colonel was a very easy going man, kind
and generous, and loved by all the plantation people. We colored folks did
what he ask us to because we liked him. He was kind to us and very seldom
resorted to punishment. Almost as soon as I was able to toddle about, I
would follow him over the plantation whenever he would let me. It was be-
cause of his fondness for me as a little fellow that I was given his name”
(Robert Anderson, From Slavery to A ffluence: Memoirs of Robert Anderson,
Ex-slave [Hemingsford, Neb., 1927], p. 19). At the same time intimate and
personal relations between the two races permitted the development of per-
sonal antagonisms and hatred as well as feelings of affection and sympathy.
Lewis Clarke, a mulatto slave, complained: ‘““There were four house-slaves
in this family, including myself, and though we had not, in all respects, so
hard work as the field hands, yet in many things our condition was much
worse. We were constantly exposed to the whims and passions of every mem-
ber of the family; from the least to the greatest, their anger was wreaked
upon us’’ (Narrative of the Sufferings of Lewis and Milton Clarke, Sons of a
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affected by this association, for he often developed senti-
ments of loyalty that withstood the severest ordeals. But,
more than that, the slave tended to take over the attitudes
and sentiments of his master toward religion, sex and mar-
riage, and the other relations of life.

Where the white and black children were reared together,
the process of assimilation was more thoroughgoing. Doug-
lass attributed the purity of his speech to association with

his master’s son:

I have been often asked during the earlier part of my free life at the
north, how I happened to have so little of the slave accent in my
speech. The mystery is in some measure explained by my association
with Daniel Lloyd, the youngest son of Col. Edward Lloyd. The law
of compensation holds here as well as elsewhere. While this lad could
not associate with ignorance without sharing its shade, he could not
give his black playmates his company without giving them his superior
intelligence as well. Without knowing this, or caring about it at the
time, I, for some cause or other, was attracted to him and was much
his companion.?®

The manner in which the slave assimilated the language
of the whites indicates the process by which the slave took
over the ideas and attitudes of the master race. Childhood

Soldier of the Revolution, during a Captivity of More than Twenty Years among
the Slaveholders of Kentucky, One of the So-called Christian States of North
America [Boston, 1846], pp. 15-16). In the following incident we see how in
some cases assimilation of the manners of the whites destroyed the social
distance that was supposed to exist between master and slave and therefore
created resentment on the part of the former: ‘“Unconsciously he partook
more or less of the forms of life, language, traits and habits of the ‘white
folks,” even to the extent that suddenly his mistress discovered that he was
adopting their language entirely which she solemnly forbade. While giving
ready promise to resume the plantation patois, he found it impossible’
(D. Webster Davis, The Life and Public Services of Rev. William W ashingion
Browne [Philadelphia, 1910}, p. 13).

B0p.cit., p. 33.
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attachments, which developed during play and other ac-
tivities carried on in common, created similarity of senti-
ment and feelings. In fact, it was often necessary for masters
to interfere and define the proper relations and aspirations
of the children of the two races.?? Lunsford Lane, who pur-
chased his freedom and established himself as a successful
merchant in Raleigh, wrote concerning his childhood:

My early boyhood [was spent] in playing with the other boys and
girls, colored and white, in the yard, and occasionally doing such little
matters of labor as one of so young years could. I knew no difference
between myself and the white children; nor did they seem to know any
in turn. Sometimes my master would come out and give a biscuit to
me, and another to one of his own white boys; but I did not perceive
the difference between us. . . . . When I began to work, I discovered
the difference between myself and my master’s white children. They
began to order me about, and were told to do so by my master and
mistress.3°

But even after the children had grown up and assumed their
respective roles as master and slave, those slaves who had
lived in close association with the whites tended to identify

29 The following incident is related in the biography of a former slave who
became an officer in the United States Army: ‘‘Little Tommy, feeling him-
self the master and imitating his teacher, was found by Miss Bett giving his
orders. He was told after this discovery that he was doing wrong, that he
must not continue the practice; but boy-like he persisted in doing the very
thing he was forbidden to do. Allen was told that he must not play school
with Tommy, but he had gotten the habit, and the spirit had entered his
soul and brain, and so he continued to play school and encourage Tommy in
the sport. Miss Bett finding the nursery school still doing business at the
same old stand, after repeated warnings, finally decided to break it up for
good. Her method was that of elimination. She told Mr. Starbird and he
forthwith found another home for Allen” (Charles Alexander, Battles and
Victories of Allen Allensworth [Boston, 1914}, p. 14).

30 The Narrative of Lunsford Lane, Formerly of Raleigh, N.C. (Boston,
1842), pp. 5-6, 7.
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themselves with their masters. This is evident in a recent
autobiography of a former slave:

There was a social distinction with the slaves. The house and per-
sonal servants were on a higher social plane than the field slaves, while
the colored persons, who would associate with the “po’ white trash”
were practically outcasts, and held in very great contempt. The slaves
belonging to the lower class of white folks, were not considered on the
same level as those belonging to the “quality folks,” and the slaves of
these families were always proud of, and bragged of their connection
with the better families.3*

Where slavery developed as a patriarchal institution, a
certain amount of formal religious instruction supplemented
the unconscious assimilation of the white man’s moral and
religious ideas. In addition to being required to be present
at family prayers, the slaves were given regular religious
instruction. The master’s regard for the moral development
of the slave included in some cases a close supervision of
their conduct in sex matters and marriage relations. The
historian of a Negro family that developed considerable
stability and organization under a patriarchal household
writes as follows:

Among Miss Sallie’s slaves were great grandmothers, grandmothers,
mothers, children, grand children, and great grandchildren, for she
seldom sold any of her people. Her women were taught and required
to be as chaste, as were her nieces. All received great care, and much
attention from ‘“Miss Sallie” personally, requiring them to sleep in the
great house until their marriage. . . ..

It was a rare thing, indeed, for slave girls to reach majority before
being married or becoming mothers. Be it said to the credit of Sarah O.
Hilleary that she taught those girls the value of a good name, and
personally watched over them so carefully that it was known far and
near. She allowed them to be married in her dining room instead of in
the cabin, and, with ceremony. She always had to see and pass upon

3t Robert Anderson, op. cit., p. 29.
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the man who was to marry one of her maids. She did all she could to
impress them with the importance of being clean, honest, truthful,
industrious, and religious.3?

Where such care was exercised in the rearing of slave
girls, it was to be expected that some concern would be
shown for the marriage alliances which they formed. In the
case referred to above, the suitors were only allowed to visit
the slave girls after they had “passed Miss Sallie’s inspec-
tion.””s3 Thus the male slaves became conscious of distinc-
tions in character and status among themselves as well as
among the women. In fact, some slaves took pride in the
fact that they were able to form marriage alliances with
females in certain families. While the authority of the slave
husband or father was always more or less limited and sub-
ject to the will of the masters, certain responsibilities were
placed upon him when he assumed the marriage relation-
ship. When a prospective husband applied for permission
to marry a slave woman, her master questioned him as
follows:

I next went to her master, Mr. Boylan, and asked him, according to
the custom, if I might “marry this woman.” His reply was, “Yes, if
you will behave yourself.” I told him I would. “And make her behave
herself?”” To this I also assented; and then proceeded to ask the ap-

probation of my master, which was granted. So in May 1828, I was
bound as fast in wedlock as a slave can be.34

32 Nellie Arnold Plummer, Out of the Depths or the Triumph of the Cross
(Hyattsville, Md., 1927), pp. 19—20.

33 Ibid., p. 28. However, even Miss Sallie believed that some limitations
should be placed upon the development of the slave’s personality, for,
according to the historian of the family, “‘when she found Adam [a suitor]
had taught William Arnold how to read and write, she said that had she
known that Adam was a ‘lettered’ man she would never have let him on her
place” (sbid.).

34 Lane, op. cit., p. 11.
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While the duration of marriage as well as its inception
were subject to the will of the masters, there were other
factors affecting its permanency. We have seen how easily
slave marriages that were based upon the mere desire to
satisfy sexual hunger were dissolved. Even where marriages
were entered into because of mutual attraction, their per-
manency depended upon prolonged association between the
sexes, during which common interests and strong attach-
ments developed. For example, where husband and wife
were permitted to cultivate patches as a means of supplying
themselves with extra food or better clothing, co-operation
for these common ends helped to strengthen the bonds be-
tween them. It seems, too, in some instances that a sort of
public opinion in the slave community had some effect on
the significance of the marriage bonds. It is reported that
a slave woman was spoken to by her friends “about going
with a man so soon after the death of her husband.”? Chil-
dren in the slave household often strengthened the bond
between husband and wife; and, though the mother was
generally the more dependable parent in the family, the
father often developed strong attachments for his family
and took pride in his position. Where marriage and family
life among the slaves achieved this high development, the
organization of slavery had become a settled way of life
in which the slave’s interest in marriage and family life be-
came a part of the expression of his personality.

We can see to what extent such development of family
life could be achieved under favorable circumstances in the
case of the family of Pennington, who, after being released
from slavery, became a distinguished minister and received

3s John Anderson, The Story of the Life of John Andersom, the Fugitive
Slave (London, 1863), p. 45.
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the degree of Doctor of Divinity from the University of
Heidelberg.* Pennington’s family was a well-organized so-
cial group in which paternal authority was firmly estab-
lished. This was partly due to the fact that his father, a
highly skilled mechanic, was able to provide for his family.
The extent to which a family consciousness had developed is
shown in the reaction of the family to punishment inflicted
upon Pennington’s father:

This act created an open rupture with our family—each member
felt the deep insult that had been inflicted upon our head; the spirit of
the whole family was roused; we talked of it in our nightly gatherings,
and showed it in our daily melancholy aspect.. ... I had always
aimed to be trustworthy; and feeling a high degree of mechanical
pride; I had aimed to do my work with dispatch and skill; my black-
smith’s pride and taste was one thing that had reconciled me so long
to remain a slave. I sought to distinguish myself in the finer branches
of the business by invention and finish; I frequently tried my hand at
making guns and pistols, putting blades in pen knives, making fancy
hammers, hatchets, sword-canes, &c., &c. Besides I used to assist my
father at night in making strawhats and willow baskets, by which
means we supplied our family with little articles of food, clothing and
luxury, which slaves in the mildest form of the system never get from
the master; but after this, I found that my mechanic’s pleasure and
pride were gone. I thought of nothing but the family disgrace under
which we were smarting, and how to get out of it.37

Thus, the very families that had achieved considerable
organization and had assimilated most completely the folk-
ways and mores of the whites were, in spite of their internal
character, always insecure. Despite Miss Sallie’s solicitude
for her slaves’ welfare, at her death slave families that had

6 See Carter G. Woodson, The Negro in Qur History (sth ed.; Washington,
D.C., 1928), pp. 276-77.

37J. W. C. Pennington, The Fugitive Blacksmitk; or Events in the History
of James W. C. Pennington (London, 1850), pp. 7-9.
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been together for decades were scattered.s®* No matter how
far the moralization of the slave went, his group life, including
his most intimate relations in his family, could not resist the
fundamental economic forces inherent in the slave system.

In this chapter we have traversed the road by which the
Negro, stripped of his cultural heritage, acquired a new per-
sonality on American soil. At first his impulses knew no
restraint except that imposed by the physical force of those
that had enslaved him. But soon even the strongest of these
impulses, sexual hunger, was modified and controlled by
feelings of tenderness and sympathy toward those who
shared his bondage and enabled him to escape from loneli-
ness and isolation. Moreover, bondage could not crush out
individual talent, and the division of labor on the plantation
promoted mental differentiation and became the basis of
differences in status. Then, too, the emergence of the
slave as a human being was facilitated by his assimilation
into the household of the master race. There he took over
more or less the ideas and attitudes and morals and man-
ners of his masters. His marriage and family relations re-
flected the different stages and aspects of this process. Where
the assimilation of Western mores went farthest and the de-
velopment of personality was highest, the organization of
family life approached most closely the pattern of white
civilization. But in the end fundamental economic forces
and material interests might shatter the toughest bonds of
familial sentiments and parental love. Only the bond be-
tween the mother and her child continually resisted the dis-
ruptive effect of economic interests that were often inimical
to family life among the slaves. Consequently, under all
conditions of slavery, the Negro mother remained the most
dependable and important figure in the family.

38 Plummer, op. cit., p. 34.



CHAPTER III

MOTHERHOOD IN BONDAGE

Strange to say, the idealized picture of the Negro mother
has not grown out of the stories of her sacrifices and devo-
tion to her own children but has emerged from the tradition
of the Negro mammy—a romantic figure in whom maternal
love as a vicarious sentiment has become embodied. There
is plenty of evidence to give a solid background to the
familiar picture—stories of cold, and often inhuman, indif-
ference toward her own offspring and undying devotion to
the children of the master race. “The devotion of the nurses
of these foster-children was greater than their love for their
own” is the comment of one observer, who supports her
generalizations with the following instance:

One of them, with a baby at home very sick, left it to stay with the
white child. This one she insisted on walking the night through, be-
cause he was roaring with the colic, though the mistress entirely dis-
approved and urged her to go home to her own child, whose illness was
more serious, if less noisy, than the white nursling with its colic.r

This seems all the more strange when we recall the uni-
versal testimony of travelers and missionaries that the love
of the African mother for her children is unsurpassed in
any part of the world. “Maternal affection (neither sup-
pressed by the restraints, nor diverted by the solicitudes of
civilized life) is everywhere conspicuous among them,” wrote
Mungo Park, “and creates a correspondent return of tender-
ness in the child.”? He reports the following incident:

* Susan Smedes, 4 Southern Planter (Baltimore, 1887), p. so.

* The Travels of Mungo Park (New York, n.d.), p. 202.
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In the course of the day, several women, hearing that I was going
to Sego, came and begged me to inquire of Mansong, the King, what
was become of their children. One woman in particular, told me that
her son’s name was Mamadee; that he was no heathen, but prayed to
God morning and evening, and had been taken from her about three
years ago, by Mansong’s army; since which she had never heard of
him. She said she often dreamed about him; and begged me, if I
should see him, either in Bambarra, or in my own country, to tell him
that his mother and sister were still alive.3

Likewise, we learn that in East Africa mothers offered them-
selves to the slave-raiders in order to save their sons, and
Hottentot women refused food during famines until their
children were fed.

How are we to explain this contrast between the native
Negro mother and her descendants in America? Surely
transportation to the New World could not have eradicated
fundamental impulses and instinctive feelings.

The dehumanizing of the Negro began before he left the
shores of Africa.s To pregnant women who formed a part of
the slave caravans motherhood meant only a burden and an
accentuation of their miseries. Maternal feeling was choked
and dried up in mothers who had to bear children, in addi-

3 Ibid., pp. 142-43.
4 See Robert Briffault, The Mothers (New York, 1927), I, 128,

s An official of the Dutch West India Company on the African coast
wrote as follows concerning the Negro’s reputed indifference to family ties
where the slave trade was carried on: ‘“Not a few in our country fondly
imagine that parents here sell their children, men their wives, and one
brother the other: but those who think so deceive themselves; for this never
happens on any other account but that of necessity, or some great crime.
But most of the slaves that are offered to us are prisoners of war, which are
sold by the victors as their booty”’ (*‘A New and Accurate Description of the
Coast of Guinea, Divided into the Gold, the Slave, and the Ivory Coasts
etc.,” in Elizabeth Donnan [ed.], Documents Illustrative of the History of the
Slave Trade to America [Washington, D.C., 1930], I, 441).
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tion to loads of corn or rice, on their backs during marches
of eight to fourteen hours.® Nor did life in the slave pens on
the coast, where they were chained and branded and some-
times starved, mitigate the sufferings of motherhood.

In the selection of Negroes for the cargoes of the slave
ships, their physical condition and their suitability for the
specific requirements of the trade were the only factors of
moment to the traders. When William Ellery, the father of
one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence, in-
structed the captain of his slaver: “If you have a good
Trade for Negroes may purchase forty or Fifty Negroes.
get most of them mere Boys and Girl, some Men, let them
be Young, No very small Children,”” it is unlikely that the
faithful captain in obeying his orders cared much about the
feelings of the Negro mothers who had to surrender their
children. During the Middle Passage that followed the gath-
ering of slaves on the coast, the last spark of maternal feel-
ing was probably smothered in the breasts of many mothers
who were packed spoon fashion between decks and often
gave birth to children in the scalding perspiration from the
human cargo. Then whatever was left of maternal senti-
ment had to undergo another ordeal in the slave markets of
the New World.

Scarcely more regard was shown for the humanity of the
slaves in the American markets than in those of Africa. To
be sure, humanitarian sentiment was more likely to make
itself felt in the American communities than among the ad-
venturers and criminals who frequented the slave markets
of Africa. Moreover, in the slave markets of Charleston and

6 See Thomas P. Buxton, The African Slave Trade and Its Remedy (Lon-
don, 1840), pp. 102-6.
7 Quoted in Donnan, op. cit., III, 138.
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Richmond it was to the economic advantage of those who
bought and sold slaves to see that infants did not die be-
cause of the lack of maternal care. But since, as a South
Carolina court held in 1809, ‘‘the young of slaves . . . . stand
on the same footing as other animals,” the relation of
mothers to their children was recognized not because of its
human or social significance but because of the property
interests involved in the relationship.?

In some cases the affectional ties between mother and
children survived the ordeals of the slave markets and the
Middle Passage and were perhaps strengthened by common
suffering. But the characteristic attitudes and sentiments
which the slave mother developed in America grew out of
her experiences with pregnancy and childbirth and her rela-
tions with her offspring in the new environment. Where
slave women were maintained as breeders® and enjoyed cer-

8 M’Vaughters v. Elder, 2 Brevard 307, April, 1809. The intestate ‘‘left
at his death a female slave, named Bet, and a mare, named Pol Jones, which
property, after his death, came into the possession of Margaret M’Grew,
....next of kin, ....the wench had two children, who were born while
she was in the possession of Mrs. M’Grew. The mare died while in Mrs.
M’Grew’s possession, having had three colts during the time of her being
in the possession of Mrs, M’Grew, ... .. [She] died . ... without ever
having administered . . . . the plaintiff obtained letters of administration’
(Helen Tunnicliff Catterall [ed.}, Judicial Cases concerning American Slavery
and the Negro [Washington, D.C., 192¢), II, 293).

9 Apologists for slavery have often denied that Negro women were used
for breeding purposes. The evidence is too clear to leave any doubt as to the
existence of the practice. The following advertisement, which appeared in
the Charleston (S. C.) City Gazette, March 10, 1796, is typical of references
to women sold for breeding purposes:

“These negroes are sold free from all incumbrances, with warranted titles,
and are sold on account of their present Owner’s declining the Planting Busi-
ness, and not for any other reason; they are not Negroes selected out of a
larger gang for the purpose of a sale, but are prime, their present Owner,
with great trouble and expence, selected them out of many for several years
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tain indulgences and privileges because of their position, the
experience of pregnancy and childbirth was likely to cause
them to look upon their children as the source of these
favors.*> On the other hand, where slave women were forced
into cohabitation and pregnancy, and childbirth brought no
release from labor, they might develop a distinct antipathy
toward their offspring.” Even under the more normal con-

past. They were purchased for stock and breeding Negroes, and to any
Planter who particularly wanted them for that purpose, they are a very
choice and desirable gang” (Ulrich B. Phillips, Documentary History of
American Industrial Society: Plantation and Frontier [Cleveland, 1910-11],
II, 57-58). See Frederic Bancroft, Slave-trading in the Old South (Balti-
more, 1931), pp. 67-87, and Arthur W. Calhoun, A Social History of the
American Family from Colonial Times to the Present (Cleveland, 1917-18),
II, 243-45.

10 The following instructions were sent to an agent for the management
of a plantation in Virginia in 1759: “The breeding wenches particularly,
you must instruct the overseers to be kind and indulgent to, and not to
force them when with child upon any service or hardship that will be in-
jurious to them and that they have every necessary when in that condition
that is needful for them, and the children to be well looked after and to
give them every spring and fall the jerusalem oak seed for a week together
and that none of them suffer in time of sickness for want of proper care”
(Calhoun, op. cit., 1, 327).

= A former slave wrote the following concerning the treatment of women
by the overseer: “On the estate I am speaking of, those women who had
sucking children suffered much from their breasts becoming full of milk, the
infants being left at home; they therefore could not keep up with the other
hands: I have seen the overseer beat them with raw hide, so that the blood
and milk flew mingled from their breasts. A woman who gives offence in the
field, and is large in the family way, is compelled to lie down over a hole
made to receive her corpulency, and is flogged with the whip, or beat with a
paddle, which had holes in it; at every stroke comes a blister. One of my
sisters was so severely punished in this way, that labor was brought on, and
the child was born in the field. This very overseer, Mr. Brooks, killed in this
manner a girl named Mary: her father and mother were in the field at the
time” (Moses Grandy, Narrative of the Life of Moses Grandy; Late a Slave
in the United States of America [Boston, 1844), p. 18).



MOTHERHOOD IN BONDAGE 47

ditions of slavery, childbirth could not have had the same
significance for the slave mother as for the African mother.
In Africa tribal customs and taboos tended to fix the
mother’s attitude toward her child before it was born. In
America this traditional element in the shaping of maternal
feeling was absent. Consequently, the development of ma-
ternal feeling was dependent largely upon the physiological
and emotional responses of the mother to her child.”

Generally, during the period of pregnancy, the slave
woman’s labor was reduced, and on the birth of a child she
received additional clothes and rations.”s But the following
letter of an overseer indicates that the needs of the mothers
and their newborn children were not always promptly met:

Charlotte & Venus & Mary & Little Sary have all had children and
have not received their baby clothes also Hetty & Sary & Coteler will
want baby clothes. I see a Blanket for the old fellow Sampson he is
dead. I thought I wrote to you that he was dead. Little Peggy Sarys
daughter has not ever drawn any Blanket at all, and when they come I
think it would be right to give her the Blanket that was sent to
Sampson.*4

12 Concerning the biologically inherited elements in the so-called “ma-
ternal instinct,” Bernard writes: “It is difficult to separate early acquire-
ments through the imitation process from biological inheritance without
considerable intensive investigation. But it is doubtful if more than the re-
sponse to touch, temperature and odor stimuli from the child by fondling,
holding and licking or kissing, a more or less vague unorganized emotional
response to its cries, which chiefly manifests itself in movement toward the
child, vague answering cries and the discharge of milk upon certain definite
stimuli of pressure upon the breast, can be said to be inherited by the human

mother” (L. L. Bernard, Instinct: A Study in Social Psychology [New York,
1924], p. 326; see also Briffault, op. cit., I, 110~16).

1 Frances A. Kemble, Journal of a Residence on a Georgian Planiation
(New York, 1863), p. 63.

u Letter of Elisha Cain, overseer, on Retreat Plantation, Jefferson Coun-
ty, Georgia, to his employer, Miss Mary Telfair, Savannah, November 20,
1836, in Phillips, op. cit., I, 333-34.
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As soon as possible after childbirth, the mother was re-
quired to return to the fields, often taking her unweaned
child along.™s In some cases the mothers were permitted to
return to the cabin in order to nurse the infant who was
left either alone or in the charge of a child.*® The situation
described by Kemble was typical of many plantations:

It is true that every able-bodied woman is made the most of in
being driven afield as long as, under all and any circumstances, she is
able to wield a hoe; but, on the other hand, stout, hale, hearty girls and
boys, of from eight to twelve and older, are allowed to lounge about,
filthy and idle, with no pretense of an occupation but what they call
“tend baby,” i.e., see to the life and limbs of the little slave infants, to
whose mothers, working in distant fields, they carry them during the
day to be suckled, and for the rest of the time leave them to crawl and
kick in the filthy cabins or on the broiling sand which surrounds them.*?

Consequently, where such limitations were placed upon
the mother’s spontaneous emotional responses to the needs
of her children and where even her suckling and fondling of

15 “The bell rings, at four o’clock in the morning, and they have half an
hour to get ready. Men and women start together, and the women must
work as steadily as the men, and perform the same tasks as the men. If the
plantation is far from the house, the sucking children are taken out and
kept in the field all day. If the cabins are near, the women are permitted to
go in two or three times a day to their infant children. The mother is driven
out when the child is three to four weeks old” (Lewis Clarke, Narrative of
the Sufferings of Lewis and Milton Clarke, Sons of a Soldier of the Revolution
[Boston, 1846], p. 127).

16 “At this period,” writes a former slave concerning his childhood, “my
principal occupation was to nurse my little brother whilst my mother worked
in the field. Almost all the slave children have to do the nursing; the big
taking care of the small, who often come poorly off in consequence. I know
this was my little brother’s case. I used to lay him in the shade, under a
tree, sometimes, and go to play, or curl myself up under a hedge, and take
a sleep” (John Brown, Slave Life in Georgia [London, 1855], pp. 3-4).

11 0p. cit., pp. 121-22.
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them were restricted, it was not unnatural that she often
showed little attachment to her offspring.

A slaveholder, who loved “to recall the patriarchal re-
sponsibility and tenderness” which her father “felt for his
poor, ignorant, dependent slaves,” tells the following story

o “show that the master’s feelings are sometimes even
deeper than the mother’s”:

One of my slaves had an infant child two months old who was
attacked with an affection of the windpipe. I never saw such extreme
suffering; it was one continual spasm and struggle for breath. The
physician visited it several times every day, but could give no relief.
The poor little sufferer seemed as if it would neither live nor die. These
extreme tortures lasted a whole week before it breathed its last; and
my own mind was so excited by its sharp and constant convulsive
shrieks, that I never left it night or day, and could not sleep, even a
moment, sitting by its side; and yet its own mother slept soundly at
the foot of the bed, not because she was fatigued, for she was required
to do nothing but nurse the dying child.:

While the pathos expressed here is understandable, one would
require a knowledge of the mother’s experience during preg-
nancy and childbirth and her subsequent relations with her
infant in order to decide whether her behavior was unnatural
or extraordinary. However, one might ask: Why were these
slave women, in the words of the same informant, “the most
enthusiastically fond foster-mothers, when they [were] called
upon to nurse the infant child of their owners’’?*

Often the relations of the foster-mother or “mammy”’
her “white children” offered greater scope for the expression
of the emotions and impulses characteristic of maternal love
than the contacts which she had with her own offspring.

18 H. B. Schoolcraft, By a Southern Lady: Letters on the Condition of the
African Race in the United States (Phlladelphla 1852), pp. 13-14.

19 Ibid., p. 14. .
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The attachment and devotion which the “mammy’’ showed
for the white children began before the children were born.
The “mammy,” who was always an important member of
the household, attended her mistress during pregnancy and
took under her care the infant as soon as it was born. Often
she, instead of the mother, suckled the child and, if the child
was a girl, was never separated from her until she was grown.
Miss Bremer has left a picture of one of these foster-mothers
sitting “like a horrid specter, black and silent by the altar,”
during the wedding of her foster-child from whom she
“could not bear the thought of parting.”’** If these black
foster-mothers showed more maternal affection and devo-
tion for their charges than they or their black sisters showed
for their own offspring, it was due to the emotional and bio-
logical dependence that developed between them as the re-
sult of this intimate association. Moreover, where this inti-
mate association extended over several generations and the
“mammy’’ became assimilated into the master’s household,
tradition tended to define her role and to inculcate in her
sentiments proper to her status.”

It should not be inferred from what has been said con-
cerning the Negro woman’s devotion to the children of the
master race that she never developed a deep and lasting
sentiment for her own children. In the slave cabin, where
she was generally mistress, she often gathered about her a

20 Quoted in Calhoun, o0p. cit., 11, 284.

# Sometimes it appears that the mistress played the part of mother to
the slaves. Mrs. Smedes writes: “Uncle Isaac’s boast was that he was a
child of the same year as the master, and that the master’s mother had given
to him in her own arms some of the baby Thomas’s milk, as there was more
of it than he wanted. He would draw himself up as he added, ‘I called marster
brother till I was a right big boy, an’ I called his mother ma till I was old
enough to know better an’ to stop it myself. She never tole me to stop’ "’
(0p. cit., p. 33)-
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numerous progeny, in spite of miscarriages and a high infant
mortality.®* After the day’s labor in the field under an un-

2 Miss Kemble enters in her Journal, pp. 19091, the following informa-
tion relative to the size of slave families, miscarriages, and infant mortality:

“Fanny has had six children; all dead but one. She came to beg to have
her work in the field lightened.

“Nanny has had three children; two of them dead. She came to implore
that the rule of sending them into the field three weeks after their confine-
ment might be altered.

“Leah, Caesar’s wife, has had six children; three are dead.

“Sophy, Lewis’s wife, came to beg for some old linen. She is suffering
fearfully; has had ten children; five of them are dead. The principal favor she
asked was a piece of meat, which I gave her.

“Sally, Scipio’s wife, has had two miscarriages and three children born,
one of whom is dead. She came complaining of incessant pain and weakness
in her back. This woman was a mulatto daughter of a slave called Sophy,
by a white man of the name of Walker, who visited the plantation.

“Charlotte, Renty’s wife, had had two miscarriages, and was with child
again. She was almost crippled with rheumatism, and showed me a pair of
poor swollen knees that made my heart ache. I have promised her a pair of
flannel trowsers, which I must forthwith set about making.

“Sarah, Stephen’s wife—this woman’s case and history were alike de-
plorable. She had had four miscarriages, had brought seven children into the
world, five of whom were dead, and was again with child. She complained of
dreadful pains in the back, and an internal tumor which swells with the
exertion of working in the fields; probably, I think, she is ruptured.”

The following entries concerning births and deaths of children were made
by an overseer on a plantation in Florida, 1851 (Ulrich B. Phillips and James
D. Glunt [eds.], Florida Plantation Records from the Papers of George Noble
Jones [St. Louis: Missouri Historical Society, 1927], pp. 437-38 [hereafter
cited as Florida Plantation Records]):

BIRTHS ON THE PLANTATION IN 1851

Florer was confined this morning with a male Child, Jany. 27, 1851.

May 28th, Cate was delivered of a Female Child this morning.

June 4th, Martha was delivered of a male child at 12 oclock today.

June 13th, Long Mariah was delivered of a male Child today at twelve oclock,
August 17th, B. Mariah was delivered of a male child this morning.

DEATHS ON THE PLANTATION IN 1851

August 4th, Catherine, a child departed this life today at 2 oclock.
September 18th, one Child Departed this life today at ten oclock; by the name of Amy.
December 31. B. Mariers Child Billy died this morning.
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sympathetic overscer, she could find warmth and sympathy
and appreciation among her children and kinsmen. There
the mother could give full rein to her tender feelings and
kindly impulses. “One of my earliest recollections,” writes
Booker T. Washington, “is that of my mother cooking a
chicken late at night, and awakening her children for the
purpose of feeding them.”’?3 The devotion of the mothers to
their own children was often demonstrated in their sacri-
fices to see them when they were separated from them.
Douglass’ childhood recollections of his mother, who lived
twelve miles from him, were of “a few hasty visits made in
the night on foot, after the daily tasks were over, and when
she was under the necessity of returning in time to respond to
the driver’s call to the field in the early morning.”2

It is not surprising, then, to find that slave mothers, in-
stead of viewing with indifference the sale, or loss otherwise,
of their children, often put up a stubborn resistance and
suffered cruel punishments to prevent separation from
them.? When Loguen’s brothers and sisters were taken from
his mother, she was ‘“‘taken into the room which was used
for weaving coarse cloth for the negroes and fastened se-
curely to the loom, where she remained, raving and moaning

23 Up from Slavery (New York, 1902), p. 4.

24 Frederick Douglass, My Bondage and My Freedom (New York and
Auburn, 1855), p. 15.

3s The fact that slave families were often divided when it was to the
economic advantage of the owners is too well established to take seriously
the denials of those who have idealized slavery. Washington Irving, who
regarded the separation of children from their parents as a peculiar evil of
slavery, rationalized thus: “But are not white people so, by schooling, mar-
riage, business, etc.” (The Journals of Washington Irving, ed. William P.
Trent and George S. Hellman [Boston, 1919], III, 115). See Bancroft, op.
cit., chap. ix, for an unbiased statement concerning the dividing of families.
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until morning.”?% Another slave recounts his mother’s ef-
forts to prevent her children from being sold:

The master, Billy Grandy, whose slave I was born, was a hard
drinking man; he sold away many slaves. I remember four sisters and
four brothers; my mother had more children, but they were dead or
sold away before I can remember. I was the youngest. I remember
well my mother often hid us all in the woods, to prevent master selling
us. When we wanted water, she sought for it in any hole or puddle,
formed by falling trees or other wise: it was often full of tadpoles and
insects: she strained it, and gave it round to each of us in the hollow
of her hand. For food, she gathered berries in the woods, got potatoes,
raw corn, &c. After a time the master would send word to her to come
in, promising he would not sell us. But, at length, persons came, who
agreed to give the prices he set on us. His wife, with much to be done,
prevailed on him not to sell me; but he sold my brother, who was a
little boy. My mother, frantic with grief, resisted their taking her
child away; she was beaten and held down: she fainted, and when she
came to herself, her boy was gone. She made much outcry, for which
the master tied her up to a peach tree in the yard, and flogged her.?7

When Josiah Henson’s master died, and it was necessary to
sell the slaves in order to divide the estate among the heirs,
he says:

We were all put up at auction and sold to the highest bidder, and
scattered over various parts of the country. My brothers and sisters
were bid off one by one, while my mother, holding my hand, looked
on in an agony of grief, the cause of which I but ill understood at
first, but which dawned on my mind with dreadful clearness, as the
sale proceeded. My mother was then separated from me, and put up
in her turn. She was bought by a man named Isaac R., residing in
Montgomery county, and then I was offered to the assembled pur-
chasers. My mother, half distracted with the parting forever from
all her children, pushed through the crowd, while the bidding for me
was going on, to the spot where R. was standing. She fell at his feet,

% J. W. Loguen, The Rev. J. W. Loguen, as a Slave and as a Freeman
(Syracuse, 1859), pp. 119-20.
11 Grandy, op. cit., pp. 5-6.
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and clung to his knees, entreating him in tones that a mother only
could command, to buy her BABY as well as herself, and spare to her
one of her little ones at least. Will it, can it be believed that this
man, thus appealed to, was capable not merely of turning a deaf ear
to her supplication, but of disengaging himself from her with such
violent blows and kicks, as to reduce to the necessity of creeping out
of his reach.s

We need not rely solely on the slave’s word concerning the
strength of the mother’s affection for her children; indirect
evidence, as well as contemporary observations, gives the
same testimony. Concerning the slave mother’s attachment
for her children, the remark of an overseer in reply to an-
other who spoke of the danger of losing slaves when they
were taken North, is significant:

Oh, stuff and nonsense, I take care when my wife goes North with
the children, to send Lucy with her; her children are down here, and
I defy all the Abolitionists in creation to get her to stay North.?

In the following account of a sale we learn that the mother’s
distress at the separation from her child was sufficient to
cause it to be purchased with her:

Gambling v. Read, Meigs 281, December 1838. 1837, Gambling
sold Read, Hannah, a female slave for $1200, . ... Hannah had a
young child, (a boy, three months old,) and her distress at the separa-
tion from it induced Read to propose to purchase it;. .. .agreed that
he should have it for 150 dollars.3°

The Alexandria Gazette’s comment on the slave trade in the
national capital gives a vivid picture of the effect of selling
children on the bereft mothers:

Here you may behold fathers and mothers leaving behind them
the dearest objects of affection, and moving slowly along in the mute
agony of despair; there, the young mother, sobbing over the infant

*8 The Life of Josiah Henson, Formerly a Slave, Now an Inhabitant of
Canada, as Narrated by Himself (Boston, 1844), pPp. 3—4.

2 Kemble, op. cit., pp. 297-98. 30 Catterall, op. cit., 11, s07.
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whose innocent smile seems but to increase her misery. From some
you will hear the burst of bitter lamentation, while from others the
loud hysteric laugh breaks forth, denoting still deeper agony. Such is
but a faint picture of the American slave-trade.:

Let us return to the cabins at the quarters where the
slave mothers lived with their children.s* In spite of the
numerous separations, the slave mother and her children,
especially those under ten, were treated as a group.?* Some-

3t Quoted in William Wells Brown, Narrative of William W. Brown (Bos-
ton, 1842), pp. 113-14.

32 A slave described the quarters where he lived as follows: ‘“About a
quarter of a mile from the dwelling house, were the huts, or cabins, of the
plantation slaves, or field hands, standing in rows; much like the Indian
villages which I have seen in the country of the Cherokees. These cabins
were thirty-eight in number; generally about fifteen or sixteen feet square;
built of hewn logs; covered with shingles, and provided with floors of pine
boards. These houses were all dry and comfortable and were provided with
chimnies; so that the people when in them, were well sheltered from the in-
clemencies of the weather. In this practice of keeping their slaves, well
sheltered at night, the southern planters are pretty uniform; for they know
that upon this circumstance, more than any other in that climate, depends
the health of the slave, and consequently his value. In these thirty-eight
cabins, were lodged two hundred and fifty people, of all ages, sexes, and
sizes. Ten or twelve were generally employed in the garden and about the
house” (Charles Ball, Slavery in the United States [Lewistown, Pa., 1836],
p. 107).

33 The following advertisement from the Charleston (S.C.) City Gazelte,
February 21, 1825, is typical of a sale of a group of slaves (Phillips, op.
cit., 11, 58):

VALUABLE NEGROES FOR SALE

A Wench, complete cook, washer and ironer, and her 4 children—a Boy 13, another g, &
Girl s, that sews; and a Girl about 4 years old.

Another Family—a Wench, complete washer and ironer, and her Daughter, 14 years old,
accustomed to the house.

A Wench, a houseservant, and two male Children; one three years old, and the other 4
months.

A complete Seamstress and House Servant, with her male Child 7 years old.

Three Young Wenches, 18, 19, 31, all accustomed to house work.

A Mulatto Girl, about 17, a complete Seamstress and Waiting Maid, with her Grand-
mother.

Two Men ,one a complete Coachman, and the other a Waiter. Apply at this Office, or at
No. 19 Hasell-street, Feb. 19.
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times more than one family occupied a cabin. “We all lived
together with our mother,” writes a former slave, “in a
long cabin, containing two rooms, one of which we occu-
pied; the other being inhabited by my mother’s niece, An-
nike, and her children.”34 Since the slaves were rationed
according to families and under some circumstances were
permitted to cultivate gardens for their own use, a sort of
family economy gave a material foundation to their senti-
mental relationships.’ Although the families were recog-
nized as more or less distinct units, the fact that life among
the slaves was informal and familiar tended to bring them
all into intimate relations. The orphans had little difficulty
in finding mothers among the women at the quarters. Con-
cerning a former slave, the biographer writes:

Aunt Phyllis showed him tender sympathy and remarked to aunt
Betty that it was a pity “ter tek’ dat po’ child fum his sick mamma,
and brung him on dis place whah he won’t meet nobody but a pas’le
o’ low-down, good-for-nuthin’ strangers.” This remark attached the
boy to aunt Phyllis and he loved her ever afterward. He loved her, too,

34 John Brown, op. cit., p. 2.
35 Allowance list of meal and meat for 1856 (Florida Plantation Records,

pp. 513-14):

Meal Meat Meal Meat
(Pecks) (Lb.) (Pecks)  (Lb.)
Chesley and family ......... 3 6% Maria and Pollidor. ........ 4t 5
Simon, Plnlhs, B. Pegxy and L. Renty, Leah and two chil-
schildren............... 5 7% dren 4 7
England and family......... 4 5 L. Dick 1 2
Nathan and Coatney. . .2 5 Brave Boy 1 2
..................... I 2§  Wallac R 1 2
{:acob and faxmly ........... 4 7 girn and famil, 2} 5
saw and Binah............ 2 s ucky..... 1 24
0. Betty, O, Bllly and family 6 9 L. Sarah... 1 2
Caesar and famil 1 74 O. Sucky 1 2%
Ptophet, Joe an 7’ rank........co0iiiiinnn, 1
..................... 2 —_— —
B. Blck and family s pecks. . ..., 68 110}
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because she had the same name as his mother. Aunt Phyllis was a
big-hearted old soul, and she looked with commiseration on all who
suffered affliction or distress.3¢

But, in spite of this seemingly indiscriminate feeling
toward children, mothers were likely to show special regard
for their own offspring. Douglass, who was among the chil-
dren placed under care of a cook, says:

She had a strong hold upon old master, for she was a first-rate
cook, and very industrious. She was therefore greatly favored by
him—as one mark of his favor she was the only mother who was per-
mitted to retain her children around her, and even to these, her own
children, she was often fiendish in her brutality. Cruel, however, as
she sometimes was to her own children, she was not destitute of ma-
ternal feeling, and in her instinct to satisfy their demands for food,
she was often guilty of starving me and the other children.37

When the mother was sold away or died, the oldest sister
often assumed the role of mother to her brothers and sisters.
A former slave wrote recently:

When my mother was sold I had one brother, William, and three
sisters, Silva, Agga, and Emma. My father and mother were both
pure blooded African Negros and there is not a drop of white blood in
my veins, nor in those of my brother and sisters. When mother was
taken away from us, Emma was a baby three years old. Silva, the
oldest of the children, was fourteen, and she was a mother to the rest
of us children. She took my mother’s place in the kitchen as cook
for my boss.38

We have spoken of the mother as the mistress of the cabin
and as the head of the family. There is good reason for this.

36 Charles Alexander, Baitles and Victories of Allen Allensworth (Boston,
1914), p. 27.

310p cit., p. 21.

38 Robert Anderson, From Slavery to A ffluence; Memoirs of Robert Ander-
son, Ex-slave (Hemingsford, Neb., 1927), p. 5.
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Not only did she have a more fundamental interest in her
children than the father but, as a worker and free agent,
except where the master’s will was concerned, she developed
a spirit of independence and a keen sense of her personal
rights. An entry in a plantation journal represents her in
one case requesting a divorce because of the burden of hav-
ing so many children:

Lafayette Renty asked for Leaf to Marry Lear I also gave them
Leaf. Rose, Rentys other wife, ses that she dont want to Libe with

Renty on the account of his having so Many Children and they weare
always quarling so I let them sepperate.3?

Usually the prospective son-in-law had to get the consent
of the girl’s mother. A slave complained that the mother of
the girl whom he sought to marry opposed him because

she wanted her daughter to marry a slave who belonged to a very
rich man living near by, and who was well known to be the son of his
master. She thought no doubt that his master or father might chance
to set him free before he died, which would enable him to do a better
part to her daughter than I could.+

The dominating position of the mother is seen in the com-
ment of a former slave on the character of her father and
mother. Her father, she said, was “made after the timid
kind” and “would never fuss back’ at her mother who was
constantly warning him: “Bob, I don’t want no sorry nigger
around me. I can’t tolerate you if you ain’t got no back-
bone.”#

Sometimes it happened that the husband and father

39 Florida Plantation Records, p. 63.

4 Henry Bibb, The Narrative of the Life and Adventures of Henry Bibb,
an American Slave, Written by Himself, with an Introduction by Lucius Mat-
lock (New York, 1849), pp. 30-40.

4 Manuscript document.
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played a more aggressive role in the slave family. Henson
tells the following story of his father’s defense of his mother:

The only incident I can remember, which occurred while my mother
continued on N.’s farm, was the appearance of my father one day,
with his head bloody and his back lacerated. He was in a state of
great excitement, and though it was all a mystery to me at the age
of three or four years, it was explained at a later period, and I under-
stood that he had been suffering the cruel penalty of the Maryland
law for beating a white man. His right ear had been cut off close to
his head, and he had received a hundred lashes on his back. He had
beaten the overseer for a brutal assault on my mother, and this was
his punishment. Furious at such treatment, my father became a dif-
ferent man, and was so morose, disobedient, and intractable, that
Mr. N. determined to sell him. He accordingly parted with him, not
long after, to his son, who lived in Alabama; and neither mother nor
I ever heard of him again.4

In some accounts of their families, former slaves included
their father. For example, Steward wrote: “Our family con-
sisted of my father and mother—whose names were Robert
and Susan Steward—a sister, Mary, and myself.”4¢ But
generally the husband made regular visits to his wife and

4 In some lists of groups of slaves bought, the father appears (Phillips, 0.

cit., I, 136):
NEGROES BOUGHT FEBY, 1839

Brave Boy, Carpenter, 40 years old Betty, her sister’s child who died—child
Phillis, his wife, 35 Affey Nelly’s child,—child, 11

Pompey, Phillis’s son, 16 Louisa her sister’s child who is dead—child,
Jack B. Boy & Phillis’s son, 16 10

Chloe child do do Sarah, Nelly’s child, 8

Primus B. Boy’s son, 21 Jack, Nelly’s carpenter boy, 18

Cato Child, B. Boy’s son Ismel, Nelly’s, 16

Jenny (Blind) B. Boy’s mother Lappo Phillis & Brave Boy’s, 19

Nelly’s husband in town, 30
I paid cash for these 16 Negroes, $640. each—8$10,240.00

4 0p. cit., pp. 1-2.

# Austin Steward, Twenty-two Years a Slave, and Forty Years a Freeman
(Rochester 1857), p. 13.
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children. According to Bishop Heard, his father, who lived
three miles away, “would come in on Wednesday nights
after things had closed up at his home, and be back at his
home by daylight, Thursday mornings; come again Satur-
day night, and return by daylight Monday morning.”*s

The strength of the bond that sometimes existed between
the father and his family is shown in such advertisements as
the following:

$50 REWARD

Ran away from the subscriber his Negro man Pauladore, commonly
called Paul. I understand GEN. R. Y. HAYNE* has purchased his wife
and children from H. L. PINCKNEY, Esq.,** and has them now on his

plantation at Goose-creek, where, no doubt, the fellow is frequently
lurking. T. DAvis.46

When Ball escaped from slavery in Georgia, he made his
way back to his wife and children in Maryland.4” The ap-
parently insignificant detail in the journal of an overseer:
“To Eldesteno, old ben, to see his Grand son Samuel die,”’*®
is an eloquent testimony to what some men felt in regard
to their progeny. On the other hand, many slaves had the
same relation with their fathers as Anderson, who says that,
after his mother was sold away, “I frequently saw my father
after that, but not sufficient to become familiar with him as
a father and son should be. A few years later he married
another woman from another plantation.”4®

Generally speaking, the mother remained throughout
slavery the dominant and important figure in the slave
family. Although tradition has represented her as a devoted

4 William Heard, From Slavery to Bishopric (Philadelphia, 1924), p. 22.
4 William Goodell, American Slave Code (New York, 1853), p. 119.
410p. cit., p. 361.

4 Florida Plantation Records, p. 415. 9 0p. cit., p. 5.
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foster-parent to her master’s children and indifferent to her
own, it appears that, where this existed, the relations be-
tween the slave woman and the white child were similar to
the relations which normally exist between mother and
child. On the other hand, pregnancy and childbirth often
meant only suffering for the slave mother who, because of
her limited contacts with her young, never developed that
attachment which grows out of physiological and emotional
responses to its needs. Nevertheless, there is abundant evi-
dence that slave mothers developed a deep and permanent
love for their children, which often caused them to defy
their masters and to undergo suffering to prevent separation
from their young. This is only a part of the story of the
slave mother, for there was another mother who bore chil-
dren for the men of the master race. To the story of this
mother we shall turn in the next chapter.



CHAPTER 1V

HAGAR AND HER CHILDREN

Nowhere did human impulses and human feelings and
sentiments tend to dissolve the formal relations between
master and slave as in their sexual association, from which
sprang those anomalous family groups consisting mainly of
slave mother and mulatto offspring. But it was often in
these very cases of human solidarity created by ties of blood
that the ideas and sentiments embodied in the institution
of slavery prevailed over the promptings of human feeling
and sympathy. Where sexual association between master
and slave was supported by personal attachment and in
many cases genuine sentiment, we find the black, and more
often mulatto, woman, under the protection of her master’s
house, playing a double role—a wife without the confirma-
tion of the law and a mistress without the glamour of ro-
mance. Where the slave woman was only the means of
satisfying a fleeting impulse, we find her rearing her mulatto
offspring on the fare of slaves or being sold at a premium on
the auction block because of her half-white brood. But
whether her children were doomed to servitude or nurtured
under the guidance of a solicitous father, they were not un-
conscious of their relation to the master race.

The admonition contained in the sermon preached at
Whitechapel in 1609 for the benefit of adventurers and
planters bound for Virginia, that ““Abrams posteritie [must]
keepe to themselves,”” was ignored in regard to the Negro as
well as to the Indian. But the added injunction that ‘“they
may not marry nor give in marriage to the heathen, that are

62
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uncircumcised” became, except in rare instances, the in-
exorable policy of the whites in their relation with both of
the subordinate races.! Intercourse between whites and
Negroes began as soon as the latter were introduced into
America. In the beginning the sexual association between
the two races was not confined to white males and the
women of the black race. Colonial records furnish us with
numerous instances of bastard children by Negro men and
indentured white women.? There is also good evidence that
intercourse between Negro males and white servant women
was sometimes encouraged by white masters who desired
to increase the number of their bound servants.? Marriages
of Negroes and whites, most of whom were indentured serv-
ants, seem to have been numerous enough to require the
enactment of severe laws for their prevention.* But, when
the principle of racial integrity and white domination be-

* Arthur W. Calhoun, 4 Social History of the American Family (Cleve-
land, 1917-18), I, 323.

2 A case brought into the Virginia courts in 1769 by a mulatto in suing
for his freedom begins thus: “A Christian white woman between the years
of 1723 and 1765, had a daughter, Betty Bugg, by a negro man. This
daughter was by deed indented, bound by the churchwardens to serve till
thirty-one. Before the expiration of her servitude, she was delivered of the
defendant Bugg, who never was bound by the churchwardens, and was sold
by his master to the plaintiff. Being now twenty-six years of age, and having
cause of complaint against the plaintiff, as being illy provided with clothes
and diet, he brought an action in the court below to recover his liberty,
founding his claim on three points” (Helen Tunnicliff Catterall [ed.], Judicial
Cases concerning American Slavery and the Negro [Washington, D.C., 1926],
I, 89—90). Another case for the following year states that “the plaintiff’s
grandmother was a mulatto, begotten on a white woman by a negro man,

after the year 1705, and bound by the churchwardens, under the law of that
date, to serve to the age of thirty-one” (zbid., p. go).

3 Calhoun, 0p. cit., 1, 325.
4+ Edward B. Reuter, The Mulatto in the United States (Boston, 1918),
pPp. 128-31.
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came fixed in the minds of the whites, social censure and
severe penalties were reserved, with rare exceptions, for the
association of Negro men and white women.$

As slavery developed into an institution, neither the segre-
gation of the great body of slaves from the masses of the
whites nor the mutual antagonism between the ‘“‘poor
whites’’ and the blacks was an effectual check on the sexual
association between the two races. In the cities, especially,
where the slaves were released from the control under which
they lived on the plantations, and there were many free
Negroes, association between the women of the inferior race
and white men assumed in the majority of cases a casual
and debasing character.’ In fact, a traffic in mulatto women
especially for prostitution became a part of the regular slave
trade in southern cities.” Prostitution of slave women be-
came in many cases a private affair and, when in such cases
it led to the formation of more or less permanent associa-
tions, it merged into that developed and almost socially

s Calhoun (op. cit., I, 210), has given us the following items from the
court records of Chester County, Pennsylvania, in 1698: “For that hee . . . .
contrary to the lawes of the government and contrary to his masters consent
hath. ... got with child a certain molato woman called swart Anna.....

“David Lewis Constable of Haverford returned a negro man of his and a
white woman for haveing a baster childe. ... the negro said she intised
him and promised him to marry him; she being examined, confest the
same.. . .. the court ordered that she shall receive twenty-one lashes on her

beare backe . . . . and the court ordered the negroe man never to meddle with
any white woman more uppon paine of his life.”

6 Cf. ibid., 11, 292—93; Reuter, op. cit., p. 160.

7 Calhoun, 0p. cit., IT, 298—99; see also Frederic Bancroft, Slave-trading in
the Old South (Baltimore, 1931), pp. 328-30. The following item appeared
in the Memphis Eagle and Enquirer, June 26, 1857: “A slave woman is
advertised to be sold in St. Louis who is so surpassingly beautiful that
$5,000 has been already offered for her, at private sale, and refused” (quoted
in Bancroft, op. cit., p. 329).
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approved system of concubinage which was found in
Charleston, Mobile, and New Orleans. The cities were not,
however, the only places where widespread intermixture of
the races occurred. Although it is difficult to estimate the
extent to which the slaveholders entered into sexual asso-
ciations with their slaves, there is abundance of evidence
of both concubinage and polygamy on the part of the master
class. Moreover, although the intercourse between the mas-
ters and slave women on the plantations assumed as a rule
a more permanent form than similar relations in the cities,
the character of these associations varied considerably.
Therefore, we shall examine the character of the different
types of associations and try to determine the nature of the
family groups that grew out of them.

In view of the relations of superordination and subordina-
tion between the two races, how far did these associations
originate in mere physical compulsion? How far did the
women of the subordinate race surrender themselves because
they were subject to the authority of the master race? Or
was the prestige of the white race sufficient to insure com-
pliance on the part of the black and mulatto women, both
slave and free? How far was mutual attraction responsible
for acquiescence on the part of the woman?

All these factors were effective in creating the perplexing
relationships in which men of the master race and women
of the subject race became entangled. That physical com-
pulsion was necessary at times to secure submission on the
part of black women, both slave and free, is supported by
historical evidence® and has been preserved in the traditions
of Negro families. A young man in a Negro college writes

8 Calhoun, 0p. cit., 11, 291-g2.



66 THE NEGRO FAMILY IN THE U.S.

concerning the birth of his great-great-grandfather on his
mother’s side:

Approximately a century and a quarter ago, a group of slaves were
picking cotton on a plantation near where Troy, Alabama, is now
located. Among them was a Negro woman, who, despite her position
as a slave, carried herself like a queen and was tall and stately. The
over-seer (who was the plantation’s owner’s son) sent her to the house
on some errand. It was necessary to pass through a wooded pasture
to reach the house and the over-seer intercepted her in the woods and
forced her to put her head between the rails in an old stake and rider
fence, and there in that position my great-great-grandfather was con-
ceived.?

In the family history of another college student the story
of the circumstances under which the Negro woman had
been forced to yield to the sexual assault by her white mas-
ter had become a sort of family skeleton, well guarded be-
cause of the sensitive feelings and pride of the victim. Of
her great-grandmother, our informant writes:

As young as I was when I knew her, I remember distinctly her
fierce hatred of white people, especially of white men. She bore marks
of brutal beatings she received for attempted escapes, or for talking
back to her master or mistress. One mark in particular stands out in
my memory, one she bore just above her right eye. As well as she
liked to regale me with stories of her scars, this is one she never dis-
cussed with me. Whenever I would ask a question concerning it, she
would simply shake her head and say, “White men are as low as dogs,
child. Stay away from them.” It was only after her death, and since
I became a woman that I was told by my own mother that she re-
ceived that scar at the hands of her master’s youngest son, a boy of
about eighteen years at the time she conceived their child, my grand-
mother, Ellen. She belonged to a family of tobacco planters I believe,
for she often spoke of tobacco, and liked very much to smoke it in an
old pipe, which seems to have been almost as old as she. During the
time she was carrying Ellen, she was treated more brutally than before,

9 Manuscript document.
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and had to work even harder than ever. But strange to say, after the
child was born, and was seen to be white, in appearance at least, the
attitude of the whole C—— family seemed to soften toward her
somewhat, and after this she became a house servant and was taught
to sew, and became the family seamstress.’

It seems that at times resistance to the white man’s pas-
sion resulted in sadistical revenge upon the women. The
form of punishment administered in the following case bears
this implication:

Thomas James, Jep’s second son, had cast his eyes on a handsome
young negro girl, to whom he made dishonest overtures. She would not
submit to him, and finding he could not overcome her, he swore he
would be revenged. One night he called her out of the gin-house, and
then bade me and two or three more, strip her naked; which we did.
He then made us throw her down on her face, in front of the door,
and hold her whilst he flogged her—the brute—with the bull-whip,
cutting great gashes of flesh out of her person, at every blow, from five
to six inches long. The poor unfortunate girl screamed most awfully
all the time, and writhed under our strong arms, rendering it necessary
for us to use our united strength to hold her down. He flogged her for
half an hour, until he nearly killed her, and then left her to crawl
away to her cabin.”

However, in many instances men of the master race did
not meet much resistance on the part of the slave women.

o Manuscript document.

t John Brown, Slave Life in Georgia, ed., L. A. Chameroozow (London,
1855), pp. 132—33. Miss Kemble tells the following story: “She told me a
miserable story of her former experience on the plantation under Mr. K——'s
overseership. It seems that Jem Valiant (an extremely difficult subject, a
mulatto lad, whose valor is sufficiently accounted for now by the influence
of the mutinous white blood) was her first-born, the son of Mr. K——, who
forced her, flogged her severely for having resisted him, and then sent her
off, as a farther punishment, to Five Pound—a horrible swamp in a remote
corner of the estate, to which the slaves are sometimes banished for such
offenses as are not sufliciently atoned for by the lash” (Frances A. Kemble,
Journal of a Residence on a Georgian Plantation [New York, 1863], p. 199).
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The mere prestige of the white race was sufficient to secure
compliance with their desires. As Miss Kemble observed,
the slaves accepted the contempt of their masters to such an
extent that ‘“‘they profess, and really seem to feel it for them-
selves, and the faintest admixture of white blood in their
veins appears at once, by common consent of their own race,
to raise them in the scale of humanity.”** Moreover, there
were often certain concrete advantages to be gained by sur-
rendering themselves to the men of the master race that
overcame any moral scruples these women might have had.
In some cases it meant freedom from the drudgery of field
labor as well as better food and clothing. Then there was
the prospect that her half-white children would enjoy cer-
tain privileges and perhaps in time be emancipated.

Mutual attraction also played a part in securing the com-
pliance of the woman. In many cases the intimacies that
developed began in the household where the two races lived
in close association. The historian of Alabama, who at-

12 Kemble, o0p. cit., p. 194. The following incident related by a former
slave indicates compliance on the part of a woman who was married to a
slave: “Soon after my arrival in the family, Mr. Thomas let me to one of
his sons, named Henry, who was a doctor, to attend his horse. This son was
unmarried, lived a bachelor, and kept a cook and waiter. The cook belonged
neither to him nor his father, but was hired. She was a good looking mulatto,
and was married to a right smart, intelligent man, who belonged to the
doctor’s uncle. One night, coming home in haste, and wishing to see his
wife, he sent me up stairs to request her to come down. Upon going up I
found she was in a room with the doctor, the door of which was fast. This I
thoughtlessly told her husband, who, upon her coming down a moment after,
upbraided her for it. She denied it, and afterwards told the doctor.....
The doctor was a very intemperate man. As soon as his cook told him her
story, he came to his father with the complaint that I had left him without
his consent; upon which his father told him to flog me” (John Thompson,
The Life of Jokn Thompson, a Fugitive Slave; Containing His History of
Twenty-five Years in Bondage, and His Providential Escape, Written by Him-
self [Worcester, 1856], pp. 30-31).
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tempts to place the responsibility for these illicit unions
upon the slave woman, refers to the seductiveness of the
latter.”* But it appears that, aside from the prestige of the
white race and the material advantages to be gained, these
slave women were as responsive to the attractiveness of the
white males as the latter were to the charms of the slave
women. Hence, slave women were not responsive to the ap-
proaches of all white men and often showed some discrimi-
nation and preference in the bestowal of their favors.™
The relations between the white men and the slave women
naturally aroused the jealousy and antagonism of the wom-
en of the master race. Because of the patriarchal character
of the family, it was probably true to some extent, as one
traveler related, that ‘“a Southern wife, if she is prodigally
furnished with dollars to ‘go shopping,” apparently con-

13 Calhoun (0p. cit., I1, 294) gives the following quotation from a historian:
‘“Under the institution of slavery, the attack against the integrity of white
civilization was made by the insidious influence of the lascivious hybrid
woman at the point of weakest resistance.”

u4 The following incident is from the life of Bishop Loguen’s mother, who
was the mistress of a white man near Nashville, Tennessee: ‘“When she was
about the age of twenty-four or five, a neighboring planter finding her alone
at the distillery, and presuming upon the privileges of his position, made
insulting advances, which she promptly repelled. He pursued her with gentle
force, and was still repelled. He then resorted to a slaveholder’s violence and
threats. These stirred all the tiger’s blood in her veins. She broke from his
embrace, and stood before him in bold defiance. He attempted again to lay
hold of her—and careless of caste and slave laws, she grasped the heavy
stick used to stir the malt, and dealt him a blow which made him reel and
retire. But he retired only to recover and return with the fatal knife, and
threats of vengeance and death. Again she aimed the club with unmeasured
force at him, and hit the hand which held the weapon, and dashed it to a dis-
tance from him. Again he rushed upon her with the fury of a madman, and
she then plied a blow upon his temple, which laid him, as was supposed, dead
at her feet” (J. W. Loguen, The Rev. J. W. Loguen, as a Slave and as a Free-
man [Syracuse, N.Y., 1859), pp. 20-21).
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siders it no drawback to her happiness if some brilliant
mulatto or quadroon woman ensnares her husband.”’s But,
frequently, the wife visited her resentment not only upon
the slave woman but upon her husband’s mulatto children.
In some cases white women arranged marriages for their
female slaves as a means of breaking off their husband’s
attachment. This expedient seemingly failed in the follow-
ing incident related by a former slave concerning his sister:

Mistress told sister that she had best get married, and that if she
would, she would give her a wedding. Soon after a very respectable
young man, belonging to Mr. Bowman, a wealthy planter, and reputed
to be a good master, began to court my sister. This very much pleased
Mistress, who wished to hasten the marriage. She determined that
her maid should be married, not as slaves usually are, but that with
the usual matrimonial ceremonies should be tied the knot to be broken
only by death. The Sabbath was appointed for the marriage, which
was to take place at the Episcopal Church. I must here state that no
slave can be married lawfully, without a fine from his or her owner.
Mistress and all the family, except the old man, went to church, to
witness the marriage ceremony, which was to be performed by their
minister, Parson Reynolds. The master of Josiah, my sister’s destined
husband, was also at the wedding, for he thought a great deal of his
man. Mistress returned delighted from the wedding, for she thought
she had accomplished a great piece of work. But the whole affair only
enraged her unfeeling husband, who, to be revenged upon the maid,
proposed to sell her. To this his wife refused consent. Although Mrs.
T. had never told him her suspicions or what my sister had said, yet
he suspected the truth, and determined to be revenged. Accordingly,
during another absence of Mistress, he again cruelly whipped my
sister. A continued repetition of these things finally killed our Mis-
tress, who the doctor said, died of a broken heart. After the death of
this friend, sister ran away leaving her husband and one child and
finally found her way to the North.:

s Quoted in Calhoun, 0p. cit., p. 310.
16 Thompson, o0p. ¢it., pp. 33-34.
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Sometimes white women used more direct means of rid-
ding themselves of their colored rivals. There was always
the possibility of selling them. If they were not able to ac-
complish this during the lifetime of their husbands, they
were almost certain to get their revenge when the slave
woman’s protector died, as witness the following excerpt
from the family history of a mulatto:

My father’s grandmother, Julia Heriot, of four generations ago
lived in Georgetown, South Carolina. Recollections of her parentage
are, indeed, vague. Nevertheless, a distinct mixture of blood was por-
trayed in her physical appearance. And, because she knew so little
of her parents, she was no doubt sold into Georgetown at a very early
age as house servant to General Charles Washington Heriot. Julia
Heriot married a slave on the plantation by whom she had two chil-
dren. Very soon after her second child was born an epidemic of fever
swept the plantation, and her husband became one of the victims.
After her husband’s death, she became maid to Mrs. Heriot, wife of
General Heriot. From the time that Julia Heriot was sold to General
Heriot, she had been a favorite servant in the household, because of
the aptitude which she displayed in performing her tasks. General
and Mrs. Heriot had been so impressed with her possibilities that in a
very short time after she had been in her new home, she had been
allowed to use the name of Heriot. . ... in the midst of her good for-
tune, a third child was born to her, which bore no resemblance to her
other children. Reports of the “white child” were rumored. General
Heriot’s wife became enraged and insisted that her husband sell this
slave girl, but General Heriot refused.

During the winter of the following year General Heriot contracted
pneumonia and died. Before his death, he signed freedom papers for
Julia and her three children; but, Mrs. Heriot manoevered her affairs
so that Julia Heriot and her three children were again sold into slavery.
In the auction of properties Julia Heriot was separated from her first
two children. She pleaded that her babies be allowed to remain with
her, but found her former mistress utterly opposed to anything that
concerned her well-being. Her baby was the only consolation which
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she possessed. Even the name Heriot had been taken away by con-
stant warnings.!?

The resentment of the white woman was likely to be
manifested toward the offspring of her husband’s relations
with the slave woman. A mulatto former slave, after re-
marking that white women were “always revengeful toward
the children of slaves that [had] any of the blood of their
husbands in them,” tells of his mother’s anxiety when he,
because of his relation to his master, became the object of
the mistress’ resentment.’® Resentment against the mulatto
child was especially likely to be aroused if the white father
showed it much affection. In South Carolina in 1801 a wom-
an secured alimony from her husband on the grounds that

he cohabited with his own slave, by whom he had a mulatto child,
on whom he lavished his affection; whilst he daily insulted the com-

7 Manuscript document. In spite of the moralizing tone of the excerpt
cited below, the incidents related are probably authentic: “Among the
slaves on Mr. McKiernan’s plantation were a number of handsome women.
Of these the master was extremely fond, and many of them he beguiled with
vile flatteries, and cheated by false promises of future kindness, till they
became victims to his unbridled passions. Upon these unfortunate women
fell the heavy hatred of their mistress; and year after year, as new instances
of her husband’s perfidy came to her knowledge her jealousy ran higher, till
at length reason seemed banished from her mind, and kindliness became a
stranger to her heart. Then she sought a solace in the wine cup; and the
demon of intoxication fanned the fires of hatred that burned within her, till
they consumed all that was womanly in her nature, and rendered her an
object of contempt and ridicule, even among her own dependents” (Mrs.
Kate E. R. Pickard, The Kidnapped and the Ransomed: Being the Personal
Collections of Peter Still and His Wife “Vina,” after Forty Years of Slavery
[New York, 1856, p. 167).

18 Lewis Clarke, Narrative of the Sufferings of Lewis and Milton Clarke,
Sons of a Soldier of the Revolution (Boston, 1846), p. 12. Calhoun (0p. cit.,
11, 309) cites the case of a mistress who, “out of ungrounded jealousy, had
slaves hold a negro girl down while she cut off the forepart of the victim’s
feet.”
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plainant, and encouraged his slave to do the same. . . .. That at dinner
one day, he took away the plate from complainant when she was going
to help herself to something to eat, and said, when he and the negro
had dined she might.r

The slave woman’s relations with the white males some-
times aroused the antagonism of the entire household. Her
relations with the sons in the family were regarded in such
cases as an offense against the integrity of the family. In
the incident related by Pennington we see her not only as
the victim of the sexual desires of the son in the household
but also as the object of the affection of her colored father
who sought to save her:

My master once owned a beautiful girl about twenty-four. She
had been raised in a family where her mother was a great favourite.
She was her mother’s darling child. Her master was a lawyer of emi-
nent abilities and great fame, but owing to habits of intemperance,
he failed in business, and my master purchased this girl for a nurse.
After he had owned her about a year, one of his sons became attached
to her, for no honourable purposes; a fact which was not only well-
known among all the slaves, but which became a source of unhappiness
to his mother and sisters.

The result was that poor Rachel had to be sold to “Georgia.” Never
shall T forget the heart-rending scene, when one day one of the men
was ordered to get “‘the one-horse cart ready to go into town’’;
Rachel, with her few articles of clothing, was placed in it, and taken
into the very town where her parents lived, and there sold to the
traders before their weeping eyes. That same son who had degraded
her, and who was the cause of her being sold, acted as salesman, and
bill of salesman. While his cruel business was being transacted, my
master stood aside, and the girl’s father, a pious member and exhorter
in the Methodist Church, a venerable grey-headed man, with his hat
off, besought that he might be allowed to get some one in the place
to purchase his child. But no: my master was invincible. His reply
was, “She has offended in my family, and I can only restore confidence

19 Catterall, 0p. cit., II, 281.



74 THE NEGRO FAMILY IN THE U.S.

by sending her out of hearing.” After lying in prison a short time, her
new owner took her with others to the far South, where her parents
heard no more of her.z

The white wife often saw in the colored woman not only a
rival for her husband’s affection but also a possible com-
petitor for a share in his property. In Kentucky in 1848 the
court held that a white man’s will should be rejected be-
cause he had disinherited his children. The record of the
court stated that
during the few last years of his life, . . . . he [the testator, who died in
1845] seems to have had no will of his own, but to have submitted
implicitly to the dictation of a colored woman whom he had emanci-
pated, and whose familiar intercourse with him, had brought him into
complete and continued subjection to her influence. . . .. The gratifi-
cation of the wishes of this colored woman, seems to be its leading ob-
ject. The natural duty of providing for his own children . . .. was en-
tirely . . . . disregarded.

Probably not many men of the master race became so
enamoured of their colored mistresses as to disinherit their
wives and children. In fact, where they showed strong at-
tachment for their colored mistresses, attempts were made
to prove mental disability. This was the contention set up
by the heirs-at-law in a case in South Carolina in 1856:

Elijah Willis, by his will, dated 1854, bequeathed Amy (his slave
mistress), her seven children (some of whom were his own), and their
descendants to his executors, directing them “to bring or cause said
persons, and their increase, to be brought to . . . . Ohio, and to emanci-
pate and set them free.” He also bequeathed and devised to his ex-
ecutors all the rest of his property, from the sale of which to purchase
lands in one of the free states for said slaves, to stock and furnish the
same, and to place said persons in possession thereof. “Elijah Willis,

2 J, W. C. Pennington, Tke Fugitive Blacksmith; or Events in the History
of James W. C. Pennington (London, 1850), pp. vi-vii.
a Catterall, op. cit., I, 389.
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taking with him his negro slave, Amy, and her children, and her
mother, in May, 1853, left his home (in South Carolina) . . .. for Cin-
cinnati. . ... He arrived in a steamboat, and leaving it at a landing,
on the Ohio side....he died between the landing and a hack, in
which he was about proceeding, with his said negroes, to his lodgings.”
His heirs-at-law contended that the will was void under the act of
1841, and also “undertook to show insanity, fraud, and undue influ-
ence, by proving . . .. that the deceased was often under gloomy de-
pression of spirits—avoiding society on account of his connection with
Amy, by whom he had several children; that he permitted her to act
as the mistress of his house; to use saucy and improper language; that
she was drunken, and probably unfaithful to him; and that she exer-
cised great influence over him in reference to his domestic affairs, and
in taking slaves from his business, to make wheels for little wagons
for his mulatto children, and in inducing him to take off for sale the
negro man who was her husband. . . .. 22

The attempt to define as insane the devotion of white
men to their colored mistresses and mulatto children was
to be expected since such behavior was so opposed to the
formal and legal relations of the two races and the principles
of color caste. But the human relations between the two races
constantly tended to dissolve the formal and legal principles
upon which slavery rested. Sexual relations broke down the
last barriers to complete intimacy and paved the way for

1 Ihid., 11, 451. When the same contention was made against a will in a
Kentucky case in 1831, the court held: “The fact that the deceased evinced
an inclination to marry the slave, Grace, whom he liberated, is not a stronger
evidence of insanity than the practice of rearing children by slaves without
marriage; a practice but too common, as we all know, from the numbers of
our mullatto population. However degrading, such things are, and however
repugnant to the institutions of society, and the moral law, they prove
more against the taste than the intellect. De gustibus non disputandum.
White men, who may wish to marry negro women, or who carry on illicit
intercourse with them, may, notwithstanding, possess such soundness of
mind as to be capable in law, of making a valid will and testament” (¢bid.,
I, 318).
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assimilation. There was some basis for the belief expressed
by some persons that parental affection would put an end
to slavery when amalgamation had gone far enough.*

Not all masters, of course, developed a deep and perma-
nent attachment for their mistresses and mulatto children.
In some cases men of the master race even sold their own
mulatto children.? The slave woman was often abandoned
and fared no better than other slaves. Neither Booker T.
Washington nor his mother received any attention or bene-
factions from his supposedly white father. Frederick Doug-
lass and his mother apparently derived no advantages from
his reputed relation to the master race. After Loguen’s
mother had borne three children for her master, his passion
for her cooled, and he took a white woman for his wife or
mistress.” But Loguen remembered that, when he was a
very small child, “‘he was the pet of Dave, as his father was
also nicknamed, that he slept in his bed sometimes, and was
caressed by him.”?¢ In the adjudication of the South Caro-
lina case cited above, a witness testified that the white
father gave his mulatto children “the best victuals . . . . from
the table’’ and that “one of the small ones got in his lap.”*
It was the prolonged association between the master and his
colored mistress and their mulatto children that gave rise to
enduring affections and lasting sentiment.

Although the association between the men of the master
race and the slave women was regarded as an assault upon
the white family, white children of the masters sometimes
manifested an affection for their mulatto half-brothers and
half-sisters similar to that of their fathers. The mulatto

23 Cf. Calhoun, op. cit., 11, 301.

24 I'bid., 301. 8 Ibid., p. 23.

s Loguen, op. cit., p. 36. 7 Catterall, op. cit., I1, 469.
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Clarke tells us that at least one of his mother’s white half-
sisters respected the tie of blood when the estate was sold:

When I was about six years of age, the estate of Samuel Campbell,
my grandfather, was sold at auction. His sons and daughters were all
present, at the sale, except Mrs. Banton. Among the articles and
animals put upon the catalogue, and placed in the hands of the auc-
tioneer, were a large number of slaves. When every thing else had been
disposed of, the question arose among the heirs, “What shall be done
with Letty (my mother) and her children?” John and William Camp-
bell, came to mother, and told her they would divide her family among
the heirs, but none of them should go out of the family. One of the
daughters—to her everlasting honor be it spoken—remonstrated
against any such proceeding. Judith, the wife of Joseph Logan, told
her brothers and sisters, ‘“Letty is our own half sister, and you know
it; father never intended they should be sold.” Her protest was dis-
regarded, and the auctioneer was ordered to proceed. My mother, and
her infant son Cyrus, about one year old, were put up together and
sold for $500!! Sisters and brothers selling their own sister and her
children.8

All classes of whites in the South were involved in these
associations with the slave women. Some have attempted to
place the burden upon the overseers and the landless poor
whites, the class from which they were recruited. But there
is no evidence that the poor whites were more involved than
the men of the master class. In fact, there was always con-
siderable antagonism between the slaves and the overseers
and the class to which they belonged.? Concubinage was

38 0p. cit., p. 69.

29 An overseer reported to his employer that he “maid the Driver give
(Mariah) 10 cut..... it all grew out of hur molater girl Mary. I spoke to
Bety (his wife) about it and told hur that I wold take Mary in the house to
mind the flies and play with Annah as they war ner of a size and that she
could stay with it(s) Mother of a knight and if it wanted it cold go down to
see hur of days and if it was smart that I had no dout that hur Mistis wold

make a hous servent of Mary and Betty apperd to be very willin but that
knight Mariah put it in Marys head that she was not to wait on us and I
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the privilege of those classes in the South that were eco-
nomically well off. In Charleston, South Carolina, and in
New Orleans, where the system of concubinage reached its
highest development, wealthy bachelors included beautiful
mulatto women among their luxuries. Sometimes they de-
veloped a serious and permanent affection for these women
that culminated in marriage.’® More often, it seems, the
women developed real affection for the men; for, when they
were abandoned by the white men who entered legal mar-
riage, these women seldom entered new relationships and in
some cases committed suicide.

The colored families of the aristocrats were too well known
for the fact to be concealed.’* The white masters acknowl-

had to give the chile a whipen the next morning and went to EI Disteno and
when she came in et diner she cut up a swell abot it. next morning I was
goin to give hur, Mariah, a smal dresin (i.e., dressing, flogging) about it
and she walked of(f)” (Florida Plantation Records, pp. 156-57).

30 A mulatto gives the following account of his sister: “Sister was there-
fore carried down the river to New Orleans, kept three or four weeks, and
then put up for sale. The day before the sale, she was taken to the barber’s,
her hair dressed, and she was furnished with a new silk gown, and gold
watch, and every thing done to set off her personal attractions, previous to
the time of the bidding. The first bid was $500; then $8co. The auctioneer
began to extol her virtues. Then $1000 was bid. The auctioneer says, ‘If you
only knew the reason why she is sold, you would give any sum for her. She
is a pious, good girl, member of the Baptist church, warranted to be a virtuous
girl.’” The bidding grew brisk. ‘Twelve!’ ‘thirteen,’ ‘fourteen,’ ‘fifteen,’ ‘sixteen
hundred,’ was at length bid, and she was knocked off to a Frenchman, named
Coval. He wanted her to live with him as his housekeeper and mistress. This
she utterly refused, unless she were emancipated and made his wife. In about
one month, he took her to Mexico, emancipated, and married her. She
visited France with her husband, spent a year or more there and in the West
Indies. In four or five years after her marriage, her husband died, leaving her
a fortune of twenty or thirty thousand dollars” (Clarke, op. cit., p. 75).

3t A sister of President Madison was reported to have remarked to Rev.
George Bourne, a Presbyterian minister in Virginia: “We Southern ladies
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edged the relationships, gave protection to their colored
families, and generally emancipated them. The often-cited
case of Thomas Jefferson, who emancipated his colored chil-
dren, is only a conspicuous example of the numerous aristo-
cratic slaveholders who left mulatto descendants.3? Only as
tradition has cast a halo about the southern aristocracy has
an attempt been made to remove this supposed stain from
their name.

Numerous mulatto families are traceable to the associa-
tions between slaveholders and their slave women. The
family background of a mulatto who played a part in Texas
politics after the Civil War is similar to that of other mulatto
families whose relationship to the master race is well au-
thenticated. From the biography of Cuney, written by his
daughter, we learn:

are complimented with the names of wives; but we are only the mistresses
of seraglios” (quoted in William Goodell, American Slave Code in Theory and
Practice [New York, 1853], p. 111). While Andrew Johnson was governor of
Tennessee, in a speech to the newly emancipated blacks, he chided the aris-
tocracy on their objection to Negro equality by reminding them of their
numerous mulatto children in the city of Nashville: “The representatives
of this corrupt, (and if you will permit me almost to swear a little), this
damnable aristocracy, taunt us with our desire to see justice done, and
charge us with favoring negro equality. Of all living men they should be
the last to mouth that phrase; and, even when uttered in their hearing, it
should cause their cheeks to tinge and burn with shame. Negro equality,
indeed! Why, pass, any day, along the sidewalks of High Street where these
aristocrats more particularly dwell,—these aristocrats, whose sons are now
in the bands of guerillas and cutthroats who prowl and rob and murder
around our city,—pass by their dwellings, I say, and you will see as many
mulatto as Negro children, the former bearing an unmistakable resemblance
to the aristocratic owners” (Speeches of Andrew Johnson, President of the
United States, with a Biographical Introduction by Frank Moore [Boston.
1865], pp. xxxix-xl).

32 Calhoun, 0p. cit., pp. 299—300.
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Norris Wright Cuney was of Negro, Indian and Swiss descent. The
Negro and Indian blood came through his mother, Adeline Stuart,
for whom free papers were executed by Col. Cuney, and who was born
in the State of Virginia. .. .. The Caucasian blood of my father came
principally from the Swiss family of Cuney’s who were among the
early settlers of Virginia, coming there with the Archinard family
from Switzerland. About the time of the Louisiana purchase, they
migrated to the new provinces and became planters in Rapides Par-
ish..... When Col. Philip Cuney came to Texas with his family, he
settled in Waller County, near Hempstead, on the east side of the
Brazos River. Here, in the heart of the cotton and melon belt, he
maintained a large plantation and held slaves, among whom was my
grandmother, mentioned above, Adeline Stuart, who bore him eight
children and whom he eventually set free . ...on May 12, 1846, my
father was born at “Sunnyside,” the plantation on the Brazos River
owned by his father, Col. Philip Cuney. In 1853, when father was
seven years of age, the family moved to Houston and the two older
boys were sent to Pittsburgh to attend school.33

When men of the slaveholding aristocracy renounced the
conventional society of their peers, withdrew to the seclu-
sion of their feudal estates, and took as their companions
mulatto women, it was natural that deep and permanent
sentiment should develop between them and their colored
mistresses and children. This was the case with those anom-
alous family groups in which the woman enjoyed the pro-
tection of her master and paramour and occupied a dignified
and respected position in relation to her children and other
slaves on the plantation. It is not surprising, then, to find
in the court cases, contesting the wills of masters who eman-
cipated their mistresses and mulatto children and left them
their estates, that the fact of the woman’s having ‘“had the

33 Maud Cuney Hare, Norris Wright Cuney (New York, 1913), pp. 1-4.
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influence over him of a white woman and a wife’’ was cited
to show undue influence on her part.3

That such associations undermined the moral order upon
which slavery rested and made possible the gradual assimi-
lation of the Negro as his blood became more and more
diluted by white blood cannot be denied. Within the in-
timacy of these family groups color caste was dissolved, and
the children, who were often scarcely distinguishable from
white, took over the ideals, sentiments, and ambitions of
their white fathers. Their mothers, who were generally mu-
lattoes and already possessed some of the culture and feeling
of the master race, were further assimilated into the white
group by their close association with the cultured classes of
the South.

We can view this process in a mulatto family that origi-
nated on a large plantation in Virginia. Captain Ralph
Quarles, according to his mulatto son who was elected to
Congress during the Reconstruction,
believed that slavery ought to be abolished. But he maintained that

the mode of its abolition should be by the voluntary individual action
of the owner. He held that slaves should be dealt with in such manner,

34 South Carolina Case, 1839: “The testator was never married. He had
lived for many years in a state of illicit intercourse with a (bright) mulatto
woman, his own slave (‘the child of . ...a half brother of testator’), who
assumed the position of a wife, controlled, at least, all the domestic arrange-
ments of the family. The issue....was a boy, named Henry, who was
acknowledged by the testator as his son..... His respectable neighbors
would not allow him to be sent to school with their children. He sent him to a
distant school, from which he was ejected, so soon as his caste was dis-
covered, although his complexion was such that it required very close in-
spection to decide that he was not white; . . . . Many years before his death,
he had endeavored, by application to the Legislature, to effect the emancipa-
tion of this boy. These efforts proving unavailing, the testator, after, or
about the time he arrived at manhood, sent Henry to Indiana, where he had
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as to their superintendence and management, as to prevent cruelty,
always, and to inspire in them, so far as practicable, feelings of con-
fidence in their masters. Hence, he would employ no overseer, but,
dividing the slaves into groups, convenient for ordinary direction and
employment, make one of their own number the chief director of the
force.3s

Because of these views and practices in the management of
his plantation, Captain Quarles was condemned and finally
ostracized. “For twenty years before his death, no white
man resided upon his plantation other than Captain Quarles
himself.”” As he spent most of his life among his slaves,
naturally, as his son remarks, he found ‘“a woman, a com-
panion for life, among his slaves to whom he gave his affec-
tions,” and made “the mother of his children.”’36

The woman, for whom he discovered special attachment and who,
finally, became really the mistress of the Great House of the planta-
tion, reciprocating the affection of her owner, winning his respect and
confidence, was the one whom he had taken and held, at first, in
pledge for money borrowed of him by her former owner; but whom, at
last, he made the mother of his four children, one daughter and three
sons. Her name was Lucy Langston. Her surname was of Indian
origin, and borne by her mother, as she came out of a tribe of Indians
of close relationships in blood to the famous Pocahontas. Of Indian
extraction, she was possessed of slight proportion of negro blood; and
yet, she and her mother, a full-blooded Indian woman, who was
brought upon the plantation and remained there up to her death,
were loved and honored by their fellow-slaves of every class.s7

She had been emancipated by Captain Quarles in 1806
after the birth of the first child, a girl. It was after her

him settled, and provided him, from time to time with considerable sums of
money. .. .. Fan had the influence over him of a white woman and a wife”
(Catterall, 0p. cit., I1, 375).

35 John M. Langston, From the Virginia Plantation to the National Capital
(Hartford, Conn., 1894), p. 12.

3 Ibid., p. 12. 37 Ibid., p. 13.
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emancipation that the three sons were born to them in
1809, 1817, and 1829.

The children were the objects of their father’s affection
and solicitude as well as their mother’s love. The oldest boy
was educated by his father, who required him to appear
“for his recitations, in his father’s special apartments, the
year round, at five o’clock in the morning; and be ready
after his duties in such respect had been met, at the usual
hour, to go with the slave boys of his age to such service
upon the plantation as might be required of them.”3® This
boy became so much like his father in physical and mental
qualities that Captain Quarles made the significant addition
of Quarles to his name. In remarking upon his father’s
regard for his children, the youngest son wrote:

Could his tender care of them, in their extreme youth, and his
careful attention to their education, as discovered by him as soon as
they were old enough for study, be made known, one could under-
stand, even more sensibly, how he loved and cherished them; being
only prevented from giving them his own name and settling upon
them his entire estate, by the circumstances of his position, which
would not permit either the one or the other. He did for his sons all
he could; exercising paternal wisdom, in the partial distribution of his
property in their behalf and the appointment of judicious executors,
of his will, who understood his purposes and were faithful in efforts
necessary to execute them. Thus, he not only provided well for the
education of his sons, but, in large measure, made allowance for their
settlement in active, profitable business-life.39

The mother probably played no small part in the training
of their children and in helping to create in them a concep-
tion of their superior status.® She was described by her
son as

38 Ibid., p. 20. 39 Ibid., pp. 15-16.

42 The following excerpt from the family history of a mulatto tells how
the slave mother instilled in her mulatto child the idea of his superiority:
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a woman of small stature, substantial build, fair looks, easy and
natural bearing, even and quiet temper, intelligent and thoughtful,
who accepted her lot with becoming resignation, while she always
exhibited the deepest affection and earnest solicitude for her children.
Indeed, the very last words of this true and loving mother, when she
came to die, were uttered in the exclamation, “Oh, that I could see
my children once more!”+

After a long life together Captain Quarles and his mulatto
mistress died in 1834.

The former, as he neared his end, requested and ordered, that Lucy,
when she died, should be buried by his side, and, accordingly, upon a
small reservation in the plantation, they sleep together their long quiet
sleep. While the humblest possible surroundings mark the spot of
their burial, no one has ever disturbed or desecrated it.

During his last sickness, Captain Quarles was attended only by
Lucy, her children, and his slaves. During the two days his body lay
upon its bier, in the Great House, it was guarded, specially and tender-

“My great-grandmother was never married and had only one child who was
my grandfather and the son of her master. This is quite easily understood
when one knows that she was sold to my great grandfather at the age of
twelve. Here she worked as ‘house girl’ until she was old enough to become
the cook. I can see my great-grandmother now, tall and robust, with the
‘air’ of one who has had contact for years with the aristocracy of the South,
striving every day to give her child such contacts as would give him, also,
this superior poise, yet combining with it a comprehension of his limitations.
She told him that he was different, though the difference was very hard to
detect and that this little difference, though small, was the cause of him
eating in the kitchen with her while his master’s children who in reality
were his half-brothers and half-sisters ate in the large dining room of the
‘big house.” Other things of this type she told him, all of the time instilling
in him the desire to be able some day to eat in a big dining room with large
laden tables and shining floors. My grandfather grew up around this aris-
tocratic colonial home never getting a chance to attend school and the only
way in which he learned to read and write was by his white half-sisters and
half-brothers mockingly telling him what they learned from their ‘pore
Yankee school teacher’ who taught them in their school room in the attic”
(manuscript document).

4 Langston, op. cif., p. 13.
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ly, by the noble negro slave, who, when his master was taken sick
suddenly, and felt that he needed medical assistance, without delay,
but a few nights before, hurried across the country to the home of the
physician, and secured his aid for his stricken owner.+

In his will of October 18, 1833, Captain Quarles left a
large part of his estate, including lands and bank stock, to
his three sons. According to the provisions of the will, if
they desired to move into free territory the real estate was
to be sold. Soon after the death of their parents the sons
departed for Ohio.

This case represents the highest development of family
life growing out of the association of the men of the master
race with the slave women. At the bottom of the scale was
the Negro woman who was raped and became scparated
from her mulatto child without any violence to her maternal
feelings; or the slave woman who submitted dumbly or out
of animal feeling to sexual relations that spawned a name-
less and unloved half-white breed over the South. Between
these two extremes there were varying degrees of human
solidarity created in the intimacies of sex relations and the
birth of offspring. Sexual attraction gave birth at times to
genuine affection; and prolonged association created be-
tween white master and colored mistress enduring senti-
ment. There were instances where white fathers sold their
mulatto children; but more often they became ensnared by
their affections for their colored offspring. Neither color
caste nor the law of slavery could resist altogether the cor-
rosive influence of human feeling and sentiment generated
in these lawless family groups. The master in his mansion
and his colored mistress in her special house near by rep-
sented the final triumph of social ritual in the presence of the
deepest feeling of human solidarity.

42 Ibid., p. 17.
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IN THE HOUSE OF THE MOTHER






CHAPTER V

BROKEN BONDS

How did the Negro family fare when it left the house of
the master and began its independent career in the stormy
days of emancipation? What authority was there to take
the place of the master’s in regulating sex relations and
maintaining the permanency of marital ties? Where could
the Negro father look for a sanction of his authority in
family relations which had scarcely existed in the past?
Were the affectional bonds between mother and child and
the solidarity of feeling and sentiment between man and
wife strong enough to withstand the disorganizing effects
of freedom? In the absence of family traditions and public
opinion, what restraint was there upon individual impulse
unleashed in those disordered times? To what extent during
slavery had the members of the slave families developed
common interests and common purposes capable of support-
ing the more or less loose ties of sympathy between those of
the same blood or household?

Emancipation was a crisis in the life of the Negro that
tended to destroy all his traditional ways of thinking and
acting. To some slaves who saw the old order collapse and
heard the announcement that they were free men emancipa-
tion appeared ‘like notin’ but de judgment day.”” Bishop
Gaines, recalling the effect of the announcement upon him
and his fellow slaves, wrote:

* Thomas Wentworth Higginson, Army Life in o Black Regiment (New
York, 1900), p. 235.
89
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I shall never forget the moment when I heard the first tidings pro-
claiming liberty to the captive. Memory holds that hour as the most
beautiful and enrapturing in all the history of a life which has alter-
nated between the experience of a debasing servitude and that of a
joyous and unfettered freedom.

I was ploughing in the fields of Southern Georgia. The whole
universe seemed to be exulting in the unrestraint of the liberty where-
with God has made all things free, save my bound and fettered soul,
which dared not claim its birthright and kinship with God’s wide
world of freedom. The azure of a Southern sky bent over me and the
air was fragrant with the fresh balm-breathing odors of spring. The
fields and the forests were vocal with the blithe songs of birds, and the
noise of limpid streams made music as they leaped along to the sea.

Suddenly the news was announced that the war had ended and
that slavery was dead. The last battle had been fought, and the
tragedy that closed at Appomattox had left the tyrant who had
reigned for centuries slain upon the gory field.

In a moment the pent-up tears flooded my cheek and the psalm
of thanksgiving arose to my lips. “I am free,” I cried, hardly knowing
in the first moments of liberty what and how great was the boon I
had received. Others, my companions, toiling by my side, caught up
the glad refrain, and shouts and rejoicings rang through the fields and
forests like the song of Miriam from the lips of the liberated children
of Israel?

When the news was received that they were free, other
slaves were bewildered as the boy who said it sounded “like
Greek” to him when his mother whispered with a quiver in
her voice: “Son, we have been slaves all our lives, and now
Mr. Abe Lincoln done set us free, and say we can go any-
where we please in this country, without getting a pass
from Marse Cage like we used to have to do.”* Sometimes

2W. J. Gaines, The Negro and the White Man (Philadelphia, 1897), pp.
71-72.

3 J. Vance Lewis, Out of the Ditch: A True Story of an Ex-slave (Houston,
Tex., 1910), p. 9.
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when the slaves received a formal notice of their freedom
from the master, his broken authority proved an ineffectual
restraint upon their rejoicing. A prominent young Negro
minister recounts the story of the announcement of freedom
on the plantation where his grandfather held a responsible
position:

The slaves were in the fields chopping the cotton and chanting the
rhythm of the day as a testimony to the drowsy overseer that they
were doing his bidding. “Massah’ Ridley was on the porch of the
“big house” fast asleep. The Yankees had ridden up to the mansion,
and the horses put their hoofs on the low and unrailed porch as if at
home. Doctor Ridley awakened quickly, surprised, startled, be-
wildered, perplexed, a riot of color. Some words passed between the
parties, and then one of the soldiers took something from his pocket
and read it. By this time “Missus” Ridley had come from the house.
She too heard the story and saw her husband’s eyes suffused with tears,
but said not a word. Doctor Ridley was trying hard to keep the tears
back. He summoned Miles and spoke slowly with a tear in his voice:
“Miles, call all the niggers together.”

The slaves did not know the meaning of Miles’ news to them,
although they had heard rumors that they should sometime be free.
Few could read, and none had access to newspapers. As they left the
field they wondered who was to be whipped or who was to be sold or
what orders were to be given. Half-startled, half-afraid, they wended
their way through the fields in one silent mass of praying creatures.
On seeing the Yankees they started back, but “Massah” Ridley
beckoned.

The master was weeping bitterly. Finally he sobbed, “I called you
together, Miles—"’ then he stopped. His words were stifled with sobs.
The slaves were awe-stricken; they had never seen a white man cry.
Only slaves had tears, they thought. All eyes were fastened on Doc-
tor Ridley. He was saying something. “All you niggers—all you nig-
gers are free as I am.” The surprise was shocking, but in an instant
in his usual harsh voice he added: “But there ain’t going to be any
rejoicing here. Stay here until the crop is made, and I’ll give you pro-
visions. Go back to work.”
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But the slaves did rejoice and loudly, too. Some cried; some
jumped up and cracked their heels. Charlotte took her younger chil-
dren in her arms and shouted all over the plantation: “Chillun, didn’t
I tell you God ‘ould answer prayer?’’+

The same writer informs us that many of the slaves left
the plantation immediately. In fact, the right to move about
was the crucial test of freedom.5 Some, of course, in whom
the attitude of subordination was still strong were less bold
in asserting their newly acquired rights. This was the case
with a Negro bishop who said:

One day in 1865 I was plowing with a mare called “Old Jane,” and
I looked and saw the “Yankees.” I had heard before of their coming.
I took out Old Jane and went to the house about three o’clock in the
afternoon. I was asked why I had come home at that hour. I told
them “I was afraid the Yankees would steal my horse, so I brought her
home,” but that was not the cause at all. Freedom had come, and I
came to meet it.5

A similar attitude on the part of a slave is recalled by
Bishop Coppin:

Father Jones was promptly on hand with Lincoln’s proclamation,
but here was no one present with authority to say to the slave, you
are free; so all were in suspense.

Uncle Jim Jones drove his mistress to Cecilton, and some one, a
white person, told him that he was free now, and it was discretionary
with him whether or not he drove the carriage back. When Uncle Jim
reached home he informed every one of what he had heard. When a

4+ Miles Mark Fisher, The Master’s Slave—Elijah John Fisher (Phila-
delphia, 1922), pp. 6-8.

s “After the coming of freedom,” wrote Booker Washington, “there were
two points upon which practically all the people on our place were agreed,
and I find that this was generally true throughout the South: that they
must change their names, and that they must leave the plantation for at
least a few days or weeks in order that they might really feel sure that they
were free” (Up from Slavery [New York, 1902], p. 23).

¢ William H. Heard, From Slavery to Bishopric (Philadelphia, 1924), p. 28.
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few evenings after that, his old master himself drove the carriage to
town and was late returning, Uncle Jim, in order to make a test case,
would not remain to unharness the horses, but said, in a way that his
master would be sure to hear it: “There has got to be a new under-
standing,” which “new understanding,” came promptly the next morn-
ing when “Mars Frankie” approached him to know about the strange
doctrine which he was preaching around the place. Poor Uncle Jim
begged pardon, saved his back, and said no more about a “new
understanding.”

He was too old to be very independent. He continued to live in
the little house on the place, and work for Marse Frankie, who paid
him about what he thought his services were worth. He never was
able to throw off the terrible fear he always had of his master, who,
by the way, was never cruel to him; but, he finally mustered enough
courage to go and come at will.7

The spirit of submission was not so deeply ingrained in
all slaves as in this old house servant. Especially was this
true with the younger slaves. A former slave in Alabama
remarked not long ago to the writer that the older Negroes
continued to ask for passes to go to church while the younger
generation took delight in going off when they chose without
the pass. In many places, especially those in the path of
the invading armies, the plantation organization, the very
basis of the slave system, was swept away. When Sher-
man’s army swept through Georgia, it drew after it thou-
sands of Negroes from the plantations. Reports that have
come down to us of the effects of the destruction of the es-
tablished order show that in some cases even the bond of
maternal affection between mother and child was severed.
The hardships of the journey with Sherman were so fearful
that “children often gave out and were left by their mothers
exhausted and dying by the roadside and in the fields.”

7L. J. Coppin, Unwritten History (Philadelphia, 1920), pp. 91-92.
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Some of the mothers, we are told, “put their children to
death, they were such a drag upon them, till our soldiers,
becoming furious at their barbarous cruelty hung two women
on the spot.”’® But in other cases the shock of war and
emancipation that uprooted the old social order only re-
vealed how strong were the bonds of affection between par-
ents and children and husband and wife. For the same in-
formant tells us that a woman with twelve children “car-
ried one and her husband another and for fear she would
lose the others she tied them all together by the hands and
brought them all off safely, a march of hundreds of miles.””?

Other witnesses who were in a position to observe the
effects of emancipation on family relations have provided
similar testimony. For example, in an account which Hig-
ginson has left us, of the fleeing refugees, we find that
“women brought children on their shoulders; small black
boys carried on their backs little brothers equally inky, and,
gravely depositing them, shook hands.”** One who worked
among the refugees noted the fact that “these people had
a marvellous way of tracing out missing members of their
families, and inflexible perseverence in hunting them up.”™*
Numerous instances of the general disposition on the part
of the emancipated Negro to rejoin his relatives who had
been sold away could be cited. But we shall let a former
slave, whose sister was sold away from the family, tell of her
sister’s return after emancipation.

8 Elizabeth Pearson, War Letters from Port Royal, Written at the Time of
the Civil War (Boston, 1906), pp. 293~94.

9 Ibid., p. 294.

0 0p. cit., p. 235.

u Elizabeth Hyde Botume, First Days among the Contrabands (Boston,
1893), P 154
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My sister tried to locate us and found us by inquiring from place
to place. She came to the door one day and told me that she was my
sister but I refused to let her in for I didn’t know her and my mother
had told me not to open the door to strangers, so I didn’t let her in.
She had to go some place and stay until my mother came home. She
would come and visit us for awhile and she corresponded with us
after that. I don’t think I had the same feeling for her as I had with
the sister with whom I had been associated all the time. There was
nothing antagonistic of course but I just didn’t know her, that was
all. She was very fond of me though.

The strong attachment which, as we have seen, mothers
showed for their children during the crisis of emancipation
could be matched with many instances of deep affection be-
tween husbands and wives and between children and their
parents. Witness, for example, among the refugees an old
man with “his sick wife on his back, and a half-grown boy
(with) his blind daddy, toting him along ‘to freedom.” '3
But there was another side to the picture which we are able
to piece together from the recollections that have been pre-
served. The mobility of the Negro population after emanci-
pation was bound to create disorder and produce widespread
demoralization. Thousands of Negroes flocked to the army
camps where they created problems of discipline as well
as of health. Some wandered about without any destina-
tion; others were attracted to the towns and cities.”* When
the yoke of slavery was lifted, the drifting masses were left
without any restraint upon their vagrant impulses and wild

2 Manuscript document.

13 Botume, 0p. cit., p. 15. Higginson (0p. cit., p. 65) cites the case of a
man who refused to join the army, “saying bluntly that his wife was out of
slavery with him, and he did not care to fight.”

4 Carter G. Woodson, A Century of Negro Migrations (Washington, D.C.,
1918), pp. 101-7. “It is said that in 1864, 30,000 to 40,000 Negroes had
come from the plantations to the District of Columbia” (bid., p. 105).
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desires. The old intimacy between master and slave, upon
which the moral order under the slave regime had rested,
was destroyed forever.’

1s In describing the effects of the destruction of intimacy between the two
races upon the conduct of the Negroes, Bruce writes: “Even if, in any in-
stance, a father and mother were to desire to instil a spirit of self-restraint
into their children, they would not be led to seek, when necessary, the assist-
ance of their former master, who is now their employer, and who never as-
sumes the right to intervene, unless the heedlessness or depravity of the
children is displayed in injuring, destroying, or purloining his property. He
has no longer authority enough to insist upon order and discipline in the
family life, or to compel parents to prevent their offspring from running
wild, like so many young animals. Even when he feels any interest in their
moral education, irrespective of their connection with the government of
his own estate, he finds it impossible to come near enough to them to win
and hold their attention, for child and parent alike shrink from association
with him. His advances are not cordially met. However keen his sense of
moral responsibility, therefore, and however earnestly he may wish to prose-
cute a plan of moral education among the children of his laborers, he runs
upon an almost insurmountable obstacle in his path at the very beginning,
and he is generally discouraged from going any further. As far, therefore,
as he is concerned, the children of the new generation receive no moral in-
struction at all. Under the old system, the ladies of his family often insti-
tuted Sunday-schools, to teach the young slaves the leading principles of the
Christian faith, as well as general rules of good conduct; but this custom,
which was the source of much benefit to the pupils, has fallen into disuse;
and as there are now no points of contact between the home life of the
cabin and that of the planter’s residence, no social or moral influence of any
kind emanates from his domestic circle to enlighten the minds of the chil-
dren who live on his estate” (Phillip A. Bruce, The Plantation Negro as a
Freeman [New York, 188¢], p. 4). A former slave gives in more concrete
terms an account of his feelings when the prospect of freedom seemed to
destroy the intimate relations between himself and his master’s son. “I
shall never forget,” he says, “the feeling of sickness which swept over me.
I saw no reason for rejoicing as others were doing. It was my opinion that
we were being driven from our homes and set adrift to wander, I knew not
where. I did not relish the idea of parting with my young master who was as
true a friend as I ever had. There was also a very difficult problem for us to
solve—we had three coon dogs which we jointly owned, and I did not see
how to divide the dogs without hurting his feelings, my feelings or the dogs’
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Promiscuous sexual relations and constant changing of
spouses became the rule with the demoralized elements in
the freed Negro population. “Mammy Maria, who had left
two husbands in Mississippi,”” writes Mrs. Smedes, ‘“‘came
out in the new country as ‘Miss Dabney,” and attracted, as
she informed her ‘white children,” as much admiration as
any of the young girls, and had offers of marriage too. But
she meant to enjoy her liberty, she said, and should not
think of marrying any of them.” Some of the confusion
in marital relations was due, of course, to the separation of
husbands and wives during slavery and the disorganization
that followed emancipation. This was one of the problems
that particularly vexed the northern missionaries who under-
took to improve the morals of the newly liberated blacks.
One tells the story of a case which was finally adjusted so
that the couple settled down and lived a monogamous life:

One day Uncle Kit came to me greatly troubled. His wife Tina’s
first husband, who had been sold away from her “in the old secesh
times,” had come back and claimed her. “An’I set my eyes by her,”’
said the poor fellow. Tina had been brought up on another plantation
to which husband number one had now returned. But Kit had be-
longed to the Smith estate. So the wife went from one place to the
other, spending a few weeks alternately with each husband. She had
no children, so had nothing to bind her more to one than the other.
Kit came to ask me to write a letter to Tina and beg her to come back
and stay with him. “Fur him want to come to lib, but him shame,”
said poor Kit. He was ready to forgive all her waywardness, “fur no-
body can tell, ma’am, what I gone through with fur that woman.
I married her for love, an’ I lub her now more an’ better than I lub
myself.” We thought such devotion should be rewarded. I expostu-
lated with Tina over her way of living, and finally threatened to ignore

feelings, without relinquishing my claims, which I was loathe to do” (Lewis,
0p. cit., pp. 9-10).
16 Susan Smedes, 4 Southern Planter (Baltimore, 1887), p. 179.
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her altogether. She seemed surprised, but replied, “I had Sam first,
but poor brother Kit is all alone.” Finally she decided to drop Sam
and cling to Kit, “fur he, poor fellow, ain’t got nobody but me,” she
said. They lived happily together for many years. Then Tina died,
and Kit refused to allow any person to live in the house with him,
telling me he never liked confusion. And folks would talk, and “I
don’t want Tina to think I would bring shame upon she,” he said.*?

The confusion in marital relations was often brought to
light when the freedmen decided or were persuaded to enter
formal marriage. “A couple came forward,” so runs one
account, “to be married after church, as often happens,
when Sarah from this place got up and remarked that was
her husband! Whereupon Mr. Philbrick was called in from
the yard and promised to investigate and report. Jack said
he had nothing against Sarah, but he did not live on the
plantation now, and wanted a wife at Hilton Head.”*® Mar-
riage as a formal and legal relation was not a part of the
mores of the freedmen. There was a great deal of supersti-
tion concerning it, which probably helped to establish it in
the mores of the Negroes. This is shown in the attitude of a
recently married husband:

We were passing the “negro quarters,” and one of these men

brought out a very young and plump baby for us to see, saying they
had had “a heap of children,” but it seemed as if none could live until

7 Botume, op. cit., pp. 160-61. An educated Negro minister from the
North who worked among the freedmen remarks concerning their condition:
“This whole section with its hundreds of thousands of men, women and
children just broken forth from slavery, was so far as these were concerned,
lying under an almost absolute physical and moral interdict. There was no
one to baptize their children, to perform marriage, or to bury the dead. A
ministry had to be created at once—and created out of the material at hand”
(T. G. Steward, Fifty Years in the Gospel Ministry [Philadelphia, 1922],
p- 33). *

18 Pearson, 0p. cit., p. 125.
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they got married, and got their certificate. “But dis gal is boun’ to
live,” he said.r

Sometimes nothing short of force could get the former slaves
to abandon their old promiscuous sexual relations:

We had a case of imprisonment here last week. I learned that old
Nat’s boy, Antony, who wanted to marry Phillis, had given her up
and taken Mary Ann, July’s daughter, without saying a word to me
or any other white man. I called him up to me one afternoon when I
was there and told him he must go to church and be married by the
minister according to law. He flatly refused, with a good deal of im-
pertinence, using some profane language learned in camp. I there-
upon told him he must go home with me, showing him I had a pistol,
which I put in my outside pocket. He came along, swearing all the
way and muttering his determination not to comply. I gave him lodg-
ing in the dark hole under the stairs, with nothing to eat. Next morn-
ing Old Nat came and expostulated with him, joined by old Ben and
Uncle Sam, all of whom pitched into him and told him he was very
foolish and ought to be proud of such a chance. He finally gave up
and promised to go. So I let him off with an apology. Next Sunday
he appeared and was married before a whole church full of people.
The wedding took place between the regular church service and the
funeral, allowing an hour of interval, however.2

On the other hand, the marriage ceremony was in many
cases the confirmation of a union that was based upon gen-
uine sentiment established over a long period of years. This
was evidently what it meant to the couple in the following
account:

Amongst the first persons who came forward to be married were
Smart and Mary Washington, who had lived together over forty
years. They were very happy when they walked away together side
by side, for the first time endowed with the honorable title of husband

" Botume, 0p. cit., p. 158. See William G. Sumner, Folkways (New York,
19o6), pp. 6-7, concerning relation of the aleatory interest to human be-
havior.

20 Pearson, 0p. cit., p. 95.
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and wife. Smart chuckled well when we congratulated him, saying,—
“Him’s my wife for sartin, now. Ef the ole hen run away, I shall cotch
him sure.” We thought there was no danger of good Aunt Mary’s
running away after so many years of faithful service.*

When the bonds of sympathy and affection between the
members of these families were strong enough to remain un-
broken after emancipation, the subsequent struggle for ex-
istence during those trying times tended to strengthen fam-
ily ties. The first problem which the freedman faced was
that of finding food and shelter. Du Bois writes:

The first feasible plan to meet this situation was to employ the
Negroes about the camps, first as servants and laborers, and finally
as soldiers. Through the wages and bounty money thus received a
fund of something between five and ten millions of dollars was dis-
tributed among the freedmen—a mere pittance per capita, but enough
in some cases to enable recipients to buy a little land and start as
small farmers. All this, however, was mere temporary makeshift; the
great mass of the freedmen were yet to be provided for, and the first
Freedmen’s Bureau law of 1865 sought to do this by offering to freed-
men on easy terms the abandoned farms and plantations in the con-
quered territory. This offer was eagerly seized upon, and there sprang
up along the Mississippi, in Louisiana, and on the coasts of the
Carolinas and Georgia series of leased plantations under Government
direction. When the Freedmen’s Bureau took charge it received nearly
800,000 acres of such land and 5,000 pieces of town property, from the
leasing of which a revenue of nearly $400,000 was received from freed-

a Botume, 0p. cif., p. 157. “The colored people,” wrote Bishop Gaines,
‘““generally held their marriage (if such unauthorized union may be called
marriage) sacred, even while they were yet slaves. Many instances will be
recalled by the older people of the South of the life-long fidelity and affection
which existed between the slave and his concubine—the mother of his chil-
dren. My own father and mother lived together for over sixty years. I am
the fourteenth child of that union, and I can truthfully affirm that no
marriage, however sacred by the sanction of law, was ever more congenial
and beautiful. Thousands of like instances might be cited to the same effect”

(0p. cit., p. 144).



BROKEN BONDS 101

men. The policy of President Johnson, however, soon put an end to
this method of furnishing land to the landless. His proclamation of
amnesty practically restored the bulk of this seized property to its
former owners, and within a few years the black tenants were dis-
possessed or became laborers.

The act of 1866 was the next and last wholesale attempt to place
land within the reach of the emancipated slaves. It opened to both
white and black settlers the public lands of the Gulf States. But
lack of capital and tools and the opposition of the whites made it im-
possible for many Negroes to take advantage of this opening, so that
only about 4,000 families were thus provided for.

Thus the efforts to provide the freedman with land and tools
ended, and by 1870 he was left to shift for himself amid new and
dangerous social surroundings.*?

The success which attended the Negro’s first efforts to get
established as a free man depended, of course, to a large
extent upon his character, intelligence, and efficiency, which
in turn reflected his schooling during slavery. We are able
to see how the freedmen got started in the following descrip-
tion of a freedman who, although he still retained another
wife on another plantation, settled down with his family
and through his enterprise and intelligence succeeded in es-
tablishing himself as a free man:

He is a black Yankee. Without a drop of white blood in him, he
has the energy and ‘cuteness and big eye’ for his own advantage of a
born New Englander. He is not very moral or scrupulous, and the
church-members will tell you ‘not yet,” with a smile, if you ask
whether he belongs to them. But he leads them all in enterprise, and
his ambition and consequent prosperity make his example a very useful
one on the plantation. Half the men on the island fenced in gardens
last autumn, behind their houses, in which they now raise vegetables

2 W, E. B. Du Bois, The Negro Landholder of Georgia (“Bulletin of the
Department of Labor,” No. 35[Washington, 19o1]), pp. 647-48; cf. James S.
Allen, “The Struggle for Land during the Reconstruction Period,” Science
and Society, I, 378-401.
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for themselves, and the Hilton Head markets. Limus in his half-acre
has quite a little farmyard besides. With poultry-houses, pig-pens,
and corn-houses, the array is very imposing. He has even a stable, for
he made out some title to a horse, which was allowed; and then he
begged a pair of wheels and makes a cart for his work; and not to
leave the luxuries behind, he next rigs up a kind of sulky and bows
to the white men from his carriage. As he keeps his table in corre-
sponding style,—for he buys more sugar . . . . than any other two fami-
lies,—of course the establishment is rather expensive. So, to provide
the means, he has three permanent irons in the fire—his cotton, his
Hilton Head express, and his seine. Before the fishing season com-
menced, a pack of dogs for deer-hunting took the place of the net.
While other families ‘carry’ from three to six or seven acres of cotton,
Limus says he must have fourteen. To help his wife and daughters
keep this in good order, he went over to the rendezvous for refugees
and imported a family to the plantation, the men of which he hired
at $8 a month..... With a large boat which he owns, he usually
makes weekly trips to Hilton Head, twenty miles distant, carrying
passengers, produce and fish. These last he takes in an immense
seine,—an abandoned chattel—for the use of which he pays Govern-
ment by furnishing General Hunter and staff with the finer specimens,
and then has ten to twenty bushels for sale. Apparently he is either
dissatisfied with this arrangement or means to extend his operations,
for he asks me to bring him another seine for which I am to pay $70.
I presume his savings since ‘the guns fired at Bay Point’—which is the
native record of the capture of the island—amount to four or five
hundred dollars. He is all ready to buy land, and I expect to see him
in ten years a tolerably rich man. Limus has, it is true, but few equals
on the islands, and yet there are many who follow not far behind
him.s

In the foregoing instance the transition from slavery to
freedom was made on the coast of South Carolina where the
Union army was in control. In some places the slaves were
turned out without any means of subsistence. Where fami-
lies had developed a fair degree of organization during slav-

33 Pearson, 0p. cit., p. 37 .
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ery, the male head assumed responsibility for their support.
In fact, the severe hardships became a test of the strength
of family ties.

Our owners called us together and told us we were free and had
to take care of ourselves. There I was with a large, dependent family
to support. I had no money, no education, no mother nor father to
whom to look for help in any form. Our former owners prophesied
that half of us would starve, but not so. It must be admitted, how-
ever, that we had a hard time, and it seemed at times that the prophesy
would come true; but the harder the time, the harder we worked and
the more we endured. For six months we lived on nothing but bread,
milk and water. We had a time to keep alive; but by praying all the
time, with faith in God, and believing that He would provide for His
own, we saved enough to get the next year not only bread, milk and
water, but meat also.*

The transition from servitude to freedom took place in
many places with scarcely any disturbance to the routine
of life established under slavery. The story as told by one
who was a participant in the change is as follows:

There was much commotion in the quarters that Saturday after-
noon. The overseer had spread the report that the master desired to
meet every man, woman and child on the plantation, at the big gate
on the following morning, which was Sunday. So songs were hushed,
and about nine o’clock, with bated breath and inexpressible anxiety,
all of the slaves waited for the coming of “Mars Dunc.” We knew
not what he would say.

We had not long to wait. The master had breakfasted, and being
assured that we were all ready, undertook the task which so many
men shifted to overseer and subordinates—that of informing the slaves
of their freedom. I shall never forget how he looked on that day.
His matchless figure seemed more superb, if possible, than usual, and
the long, gray Prince Albert coat he wore added dignity to grace.
He wore a black string tie and a white waistcoat, and altogether I
had seldom seen “Mars Dunc” so handsomely dressed. He walked

34 Isaac Lane, Autobiography (Nashville, Tenn., 1916), pp. 56-57.
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with a sprightly step and his head was held erect and his countenance
looked clear and contented.

He began his address in a calm, fatherly voice, as follows: “I have
called you together to impart to you, officially, a piece of news that
I myself do not regret that you receive. Three days ago Abraham
Lincoln, the President of the United States, issued a proclamation
whereby you are made free men and women. Some of you have been
with me all your lives, and some of you I have bought from other
owners, but you have all been well fed and clothed and have received
good treatment. But now you are free to go anywhere you please.
I shall not drive any one away. I shall need somebody to do my work
still and every one of you who wants a job shall have employment.
You may remain right here on the farm. You will be treated as hired
servants. You will be paid for what you do and you will have to pay
for what you get. The war has embarrassed me considerably and free-
ing you makes me a poorer man than I have ever been before, but it
does not make me a pauper, and so I have decided to divide what I
have with you. I shall not turn you a-loose in the world with nothing.
I am going to give you a little start in life. I have made arrangements
for every man and woman to receive ten dollars a piece and every
child two dollars. I have also ordered that each family be issued
enough food to last them a month. I hope you will be honest and
industrious and not bring disgrace upon those who have brought you
up. Behave yourselves, work hard and trust in God, and you will
get along all right. I will not hire anybody today, but tomorrow all
who want to go to work will be ready when the bell rings.”

It was a pathetic scene and there was hardly a dry eye amongst us.
We had watched the master so closely that I had not seen young Mars
Dunc in the crowd and was surprised when he cried out, “Say, Joe,
dog-gone it, I told you you would not have to go away. Come on, and
let us get our dogs and make Mollie Cottontail cut a jig from the cane
patch to the woods.” And off to the woods we went in a jiffy.

All told, perhaps there were two hundred Negroes upon the planta-
tion and when the big bell rang they all reported for duty. Mr. Cage,
Sr., assigned Isham Stewart over the plow gang; Jeff Thomas over the
hoe gang; Doc Lewis, my father, superintendent of the ditch gang—
these being considered his most trustworthy men. Mansfield Williams
was retained as family coachman, and the author of this book was
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given to understand that all time not spent in the ditch was to be at
the disposal of D. S. Cage, Jr., and of his two brothers, Hugh and
Albert. I ran errands and attended them when they were at school
to look after the horses.

The devotion of these slaves would make a chapter of itself, but
it is sufficient to say that at the writing of this book, Isham Stewart
and Jeff Thomas remain upon the plantation, and but for the sarcasm
of a schoolmate the author might be there, too. But that is another
story and will be related in another place.’s

Often the emancipated Negro was unwilling to continue
as a tenant or a laborer; so we find the more ambitious
among them undertaking to buy land:

Miles and Charlotte worked for Doctor Ridley until the summer of
1864 when they began life anew on a farm of forty-eight acres, upon
which they had made an initial payment to their former master. . . . .

By 1874, Miles paid the last dollar on his farm which had furnished
a home for his wife, Charlotte, his seventeen children, and his sisters-
in-law, Jane and Sissey. Just when he was able to rest from his labors,
he was taken ill, and in the spring of 1875 he died.

There was one request that Miles made on his death-bed, after he
had called his family around him, and that was for Elijah to take
care of Charlotte and the farm. Although Elijah was only seventeen
years old, he had shown ability in dealing with the business of the
farm. Each child had an equal portion of the farm for his inheritance,
and all were to contribute to the support of their mother and her
sisters.

However, farm life appealed less and less to all except Elijah. He
contracted to buy the inheritances of the other children and assumed
the care of his mother. He was able the first year to raise four or
five bales of cotton and several hundred bushels of corn and po-
tatoes.®

Here we have a well-organized family under the authority
of the father starting out after emancipation as tenants,
then later undertaking to purchase land, and finally becom-

s Lewis, 0p. cil., pp. 12-14. * Fisher, op. cit., pp. 8, 11-12.
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ing small independent farmers. The transition from slavery
to freedom was made with little interruption to the habits
acquired during slavery. The schooling which the father had
received as a responsible person on the plantation enabled
him to assume the responsibilities and duties of a free man.
Upon the father’s death, the responsibility for the main-
tenance of the family and direction of the property was
passed on to the oldest son, who, in acquiring subsequently
the interests of his brothers and sisters, assured the contin-
uance of the family group.

Two general tendencies are manifest in the fortunes of the
Negro family during the period of its adjustment to the
state of freedom. First, following the collapse of the slave
regime, the families that had achieved a fair degree of or-
ganization during slavery made the transition without much
disturbance to the routine of living. In these families the
authority of the father was firmly established, and the wom-
an in the role of mother and wife fitted into the pattern of
the patriarchal household. Moreover, in assuming the re-
sponsibilities of his new status, the father became the chief,
if not the sole, breadwinner. Sometimes he acquired land
of his own and thereby further consolidated the common
interests of the family group. Second, the loose ties that
had held men and women together in a nominal marriage
relation during slavery broke easily during the crisis of
emancipation. When this happened, the men cut them-
selves loose from all family ties and joined the great body of
homeless men wandering about the country in search of
work and new experience. Sometimes the women, chiefly
those without children, followed the same course. But more
often the woman with family ties, whether she had been
without a husband during slavery or was deserted when
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freedom came, became responsible for the maintenance of
the family group. Since often her sexual contacts continued
to be of a more or less casual nature, she found herself, as
in slavery, surrounded by children depending upon her for
support and parental affection. Thus motherhood outside of
institutional control was accepted by a large group of Negro
women with an attitude of resignation as if it were nature’s
decree. In the three succeeding chapters we shall follow the
career of the Negro family where motherhood has been free
on the whole from institutional and communal control and
the woman has played the dominant role.



CHAPTER VI

UNFETTERED MOTHERHOOD

Those who were in a position to observe the Negroes after
emancipation have left vivid accounts of their demoralized
family and sex relations. A quarter of a century after the
Civil War one observer thought that illegitimacy was in-
creasing on the plantations of the South. He wrote at the
time:

The number of illegitimate children born to unmarried negresses
is becoming greater every year, but this, instead of being a lasting
stain on their reputations or a stumbling-block in the path of their
material thrift, is an advantage when regarded from a practical point
of view. If these children have come to an age when they are old
enough to work, then they constitute a valuable dowry to whoever
marry their mothers, such women occupying somewhat the position
of widows with considerable property at their command, which they
confer absolutely upon their husbands at the hour of marriage.r

Even as late as the opening of the present century an
investigator reported that it was practically impossible to
compute the percentage of illegitimacy among plantation
Negroes. “Of forty couples on Cinclaire,” he wrote, “who
reported themselves as married, and who were known well
by the head overseer, only 20 were legally married in the
church or by the civil authorities. This would indicate that
only 5o per cent of the married persons, so reported, were
legally married.”* The high rate of illegitimacy on this plan-

* Phillip A. Bruce, The Plantation Negro as a Freeman (New York, 1889),
pp- 19-20.

2 J. Bradford Laws, The Negroes of Cinclaire Central Factory and Calumet
Plantation, Louisiana (U.S. Department of Labor Bull. 38 [January, 1902]),

pPp- 102-3.
108



UNFETTERED MOTHERHOOD 109

tation was hardly typical of conditions among the rural
Negroes but probably reflected the extreme social disorgani-
zation on the industrialized plantations. At the present time
illegitimacy among the rural Negroes, though only ap-
proaching this figure in relatively few isolated cases, is still
high when compared with the situation among the whites.

Although we have no precise measure of the extent of
Negro illegitimacy in rural communities, our most reliable
sources of information indicate that from 10 to 20 per cent
of the Negro children are born out of wedlock.? In the rural
areas of Kentucky, during the years 1920, 1924, and 1925,
not more than 1o per cent of the Negro births were illegiti-
mate, while in Maryland such births amounted to 16-18
per cent.* Not only do these wide variations appear among
the various southern states for which we have reports, but
similar variations can be noted within the same state. A
survey of rural illegitimacy in Orange County, North Caro-
lina, for the years 1923-27 showed that about 8 per cent
of the Negro births were illegitimate.s This was much lower
than the rate for the entire Negro population in the state
where the rate had mounted from 12.8 in 1921 to 17.3 in
1930.5 Although this increase was probably due to the move-

3 E. Franklin Frazier, “Analysis of Statistics on Negro Illegitimacy in
the United States,” Social Forces, X1, 249~57.

4 See Table 1, Appen. B.

sSee Wiley Britton Sanders (director), Negro Child Welfare in North
Carolina: A Rosenwald Study (Chapel Hill, 1933), p. 282.

6 Ibid., p. 277. These figures, which comprise both the rural and the urban
rates, are higher than the rural rates. Nevertheless, the figures for the rural
Negro population of Orange County are lower than the figures for the rural
Negro population of North Carolina in the reports for the birth-registration
area for the years 1920, 1924, and 1925. The government figures for these
years were 12.2, 13.4, and 13.1, respectively. The figures for the entire state
as reported by the North Carolina State Board of Health are not the same
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ment of Negroes into urban areas where illegitimacy rates
are generally higher, there are rural areas in the South where
illegitimacy is more frequent among Negroes than in urban
areas. For example, in the relatively isolated and stable
Negro population on St. Helena Island, 30 per cent of the
births are illegitimate.” These differences in illegitimacy
rates, even where they are approximately accurate, are not
a measure of the social significance of the phenomenon in
the various communities, for statistics on illegitimacy are
only an enumeration of the violations of the formal require-
ments of the law. Only when we view illegitimacy in rela-
tion to the organization of Negro life in the South does its
social significance become apparent.

In the region stretching from North Carolina to eastern
Texas the majority of the rural Negro population are living
under a modified form of the plantation. Although the slave
quarters have disappeared and the school bell that in some
cases formerly called slaves to labor now breaks the silence
of the most solitary regions, Negro life follows the folkways
that emancipation modified but did not destroy. Hundreds
of thousands of landless peasants still look to their white
landlords for meager advances in food and clothing until
“the crop is made.” And when the crop, which is usually
cotton, is sold, the Negro “signs up” for another year.
Whether he gets a new pair of overalls for himself or a new
cotton dress for his wife or receives a larger or smaller “ad-
vance” at the store, all depend upon the price of cotton.
Thus the ignorant Negro peasant’s life moves in an orbit

as those given in the reports for the birth-registration area because the
latter do not include stillbirths.

1T. J. Woofter, Jr., Black Yeomanry (New York, 1930), p. 207.
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formed by great economic forces beyond his control or
understanding.

But, in submitting to an inescapable fate, the Negro still
feels that through prayer and religion he can soften his hard
lot in this world or at least find compensation for it in the
next. Therefore, the church remains the most important in-
stitution, enlisting his deepest loyalties and commanding
his greatest sacrifices. When an old woman who eked out
a living on a small “patch” that was once a part of a large
plantation in Alabama said, “I plants and pray Jesus it
increase,” she expressed a faith that inspires the efforts of
many a Negro peasant. Another woman who expressed her
resignation sardonically with the remark, “Colored folks has
no chance; white folks can bring back slavery if they wants,”
was an exception. For she had been as far as Ohio once and
had seen something of the world. But the majority of these
simple peasant folk are concerned less with human arrange-
ments than with divine dispensation. Hence, their preoccu-
pation with thoughts of God, who has brought them
“through many storms’’ and “held back the hand of death,”
as a Negro prayed at the funeral of one of the leaders in his
community. Death, the ever present specter, releases one
from the poor habitation of the flesh and, if all accounts are
right with God, permits one to enter ‘“a building of God not
made with hands.”

However destitute of worldly goods one may be, he bears
his lot patiently as long as he is consoled by the prospect
that his burial will be attended by the pageantry for which
these rural Negro funerals are noted. The lament of one
old woman, “If I die today or tomorrow I ain’t got a penny
to bury me,” voiced the despair of one who had lost the last
consolation that life has to offer. Consequently, organiza-
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tions for mutual aid are chiefly for the purpose of securing
its members a proper burial. Even the poorest member of
the community scrapes together a few pennies each month
in order to pay his dues in the “burial ‘sociation” or the
“‘nevolent.” The chief appeal of the more formal and ra-
tional organizations like insurance companies is that they
will enable one to be “put away right.”

The advent of the insurance company is indicative of the
process by which the isolation of these regions is being
broken down. Concrete highways are beginning to pene-
trate the most remote parts of the South. Along these
avenues of communication new ideas as well as new means
of transportation are finding their way into these twilight
zones of civilization. By means of these highways an old
automobile brings a modern city as close as a town was be-
fore. A trip to the cinema in the city opens up an undreamed
world of romance and adventure. Better schools are bring-
ing in better-educated teachers to give new ideas to the
younger generation. The men who can no longer depend
upon cotton seek a living on the roads, at the mills, and at
logging and turpentine camps, while the women go to town
to work as maids or cooks. The migrations during the World
War uprooted many from the old ways of life to which they
can never return. The effect of these various changes has
been to destroy the simple folkways and mores and to create
confusion in thought and contradictions in behavior.

Illegitimacy in a community in this area is affected by
all these social and economic forces. For example, the fact
brought out in a survey of 612 families in a section of Macon
County, Alabama, in 1931, that 122 women in 114 of these
families had had 191 illegitimate children means little un-
less these cases are seen in relation to the social and economic
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organization of Negro life. In some cases the illegitimacy
had taken place during the disorganization following eman-
cipation. For example, there was the case of an old woman,
who was born ‘“Christmas Eve before Freedom Year,”
working with her daughter on a ‘“one-horse farm’ which
was sublet from a more prosperous Negro tenant. Her father
had been sold away from his first wife during slavery. She
was the only survivor among thirteen children whom her
father had by a second wife. When she was fifteen, she was
married to her first husband, of whom she said, “I tried
nineteen years to make a husband out of him but he was the
most no ’count man God ever made. Since I seen I could
make no husband out of him I left him.” It was during the
next twelve years when, being “‘so glad to be free and going
about,” she “found her twenty-seven year old daughter.”
When she decided to remarry, according to her story, she
went to the judge for a divorce, but he told her, “If that
no ’count man has been away from you twelve years you
are already divorced and can marry any time you want.”
She left her second husband after seventeen years. Concern-
ing her break with him she said, “Me and him parted; I
ain’t seen nor heard from him since. They tell me he is
dead.” This old woman, unlike many others, was not con-
verted until she was fifty-six. Although she does not attend
church regularly, she is convinced that “God don’t want
nothing but pure in heart.”

The career of the daughter has been similar to that of
her mother. She had three children by a man to whom she
was married. After the death of her husband she started
“slipping up on the hill” to see a man who was the father
of the baby that she was expecting in a few days. Although
this woman was “moral” to the extent that she boasted
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that she did “not bother any other woman’s husband,” she
was seemingly unconscious of the moral significance of
motherhood outside of marriage. The father of her unborn
child wanted to marry her, but she was unwilling to marry
him because she did not “want to be bothered with a hus-
band” and was glad that her first husband died. Instead
of being ashamed of her pregnancy, she was proud of the
fact that she was to become a mother and had been con-
gratulated by the women in the neighborhood on her fer-
tility. Some months later this woman with her four chil-
dren and their grandmother were living apparently con-
tented in the two-room shack with a sheet-iron covering
where they had been four years. But how much longer one
cannot say, for the old grandmother remarked, “Hit ain’t
good to stay in one place; jes gets tired; I'll be gone from
here t’reckly.”

This woman was not alone in her attitude toward mother-
hood outside of marriage. The same attitude was apparent
in the case of the daughter of the sixty-five-year-old woman
whose husband “jes swole up with dropsy and died.” The
daughter was one of three living children out of ten. The
mother said that her children “jes got sick and died with
fever and pneumonia.” The mother and daughter were
working as day laborers for fifty cents a day. Although the
mother boasted that she had been married only once and
had lived with her husband forty years, she remarked with
seeming indifference that her daughter with a five-year-old
child was not married. She added, concerning her daughter,
“She started to get married, but didn’t; liable to marry
after while.”

The daughter, on her part, appeared completely uncon-
scious of any violation of the mores in having children out-
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side of marriage. All that she seemed to be aware of was
that she loved her child and would not be separated from
it for anything because, according to her, “ ‘tis all the com-
pany I got back here.” She was still having sex relations in-
frequently with the father of her child whom she had gone
with “a pretty good while.” The prospect of having another
child did not disturb her because, as she said, “Sometimes
I wants another child to match this one.” But that she
should marry before having another child seemed to her
quite unnecessary and irrelevant to the matter of mother-
hood.

The attitudes of these women indicate that they regard
sex relations as normal behavior during courtship which
may or may not lead to marriage. When it results in the
birth of a child, certain obligations are thereby imposed
upon the mother. These obligations are the obligations
which every mother should feel toward her offspring. The
unmarried mother is as sensitive as the legally married
mother to what is expected of the woman who is a mother.
A certain distinction attaches to being fruitful. To say that
a woman ‘“‘never did find anything,” meaning that she has
never had a child, may imply disparagement as well as com-
miseration. Motherhood signifies maturity and the fulfil-
ment of one’s function as a woman. But marriage holds
no such place in the esteem of many of these women. If
they marry the father of their illegitimate offspring, it is
not due to the fact that the woman regards it as an obliga-
tion on the part of the man. He may suggest marriage be-
cause he wants someone to make a home for him and he in
return is willing to provide subsistence for his family. The
woman’s response to the suggestion of marriage will depend
upon a number of considerations.
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Often the parents may think that their daughter is too
young to assume the duties of a wife. Here we should note
that in many of these rural communities where relation-
ships are sympathetic and informal and marriage and the
family do not have an institutional character, the father
of the girl’s child is not guilty in the eyes either of her family
or of the community of any offense against the integrity of
her family.® Thirty-three of the 122 unmarried women re-
ferred to above were daughters living at home with their
children begotten out of wedlock. One of these women was
one of three daughters whose parents were working a ‘“‘one-
horse” farm for a bale of lint cotton as rental and were re-
ceiving two dollars and a half a month as an ‘““advance” for
food. They had worked on one place twelve years, but, like
many of these tenants, had ““jes’ got tired and ’cide to move.”
During the previous year their former landlord had taken
their cow, and they received seed from the Red Cross.
When the fifteen-year-old daughter became a mother, she
was expelled from church. The mother’s indifference toward
the action of the church was expressed in her comment:
“Dey told me dey put her out of church; dat’s de’ rules.”
But, so far as she was concerned, she did not want her
daughter to marry. The illegitimate child, for whom the
grandmother had got a name from a piece of newspaper,
was taken into the family.

Again; the woman may not want to marry because of
the obligations which marriage imposes. One woman did
not marry the father of her child when he proposed it to
her because ‘“he was too mean.” Even when for any reason

8 When a conventional social worker remonstrated with an expectant
mother for not wanting to marry the father of her child, on the grounds

that she should do so in order to give the child a name, the woman nalvely
responded: “Yes mam, I’se gwine to gi’ it a name.”
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the couple do not marry, the man may continue to visit
the woman and bring presents in the form of clothes for
the child. Sometimes this association continues until the
couple decide to marry and work on their own. Of the same
122 women, mentioned above, who had had illegitimate
children, 24 were married, and 14 of these were married to
the father of their illegitimate offspring. One young couple
who had been married five years and was working thirty
acres for “a little bale of cotton” rental had left their il-
legitimate child with her mother. Generally, however, the
children before marriage are reared along with the other
children. Whether the wife’s children are his or not, the hus-
band will take them into the family. A couple who were
day laborers had a child in the family whom the woman
had before marriage. He expressed his approval of the pres-
ence of the child with the explanation that, when his wife
had the child, she did not belong to him. The husband may
also bring his share of illegitimate children to the family
group when he marries. In some cases both husband and
wife may start their married life each with illegitimate chil-
dren; and, as it sometimes happens, the husband may add
his after marriage.

A description of one of these families in which illegitimate
children have the same status as those born in wedlock will
make clearer the character of these family groups, which
are held together by ties of sympathy and through co-opera-
tion in making a living:

The husband, fifty-six, and wife, forty-five have been married for
twenty years. They have had eight children all of whom are living
except one. Their children are grown and distributed as follows: on
a neighboring plantation there are two married sons, one with eight

children and the other with three, and an unmarried daughter with
a child. The other three daughters are married, one twice, with chil-



118 THE NEGRO FAMILY IN THE U.S.

dren, and are living on as many different plantations. The seventh
child is a son thirty-one years old who was born to the husband and
wife when they first began their sexual contacts. The family group
as it is now constituted consists of the husband, his wife and the
husband’s illegitimate twenty-three-year-old daughter with her illegit-
imate child ten months old. After the man and woman finally mar-
ried, the wife had their oldest son, who was working in the mines in
Birmingham, bring her husband’s illegitimate daughter home. The
family, including the four mentioned, is farming fourteen acres; while
the husband supplements the family income by working as a car-
penter’s helper on a government building ten miles away. Neither
the unmarried mother nor any other member of the family had any
complaint to make against the father, especially since he gives the
mother anything she requests for the child.

Some of the illegitimate offspring of these women are due
to their relations with white men. Although there are indi-
cations that these relations are not as widespread as during
slavery,® they are still responsible for some of the burden
which the unmarried Negro mother must bear. The case of
a great-grandmother who was just managing to survive on
a “small patch” is one of those instances in which the mu-
latto daughters of these illicit unions follow the example of
their mothers. This woman had her first child when she was
“in knee dresses going to school,” by a white man, who,
according to her story, was a county judge. She was later
married but did not have any children by her husband whom
she left because he had relations with her sister-in-law.
However, she had a number of illegitimate children, most
of whom were dead, by several men. By one man, who was
married, she had six children. Concerning her relation with
this man’s wife, she said: “Me and his wife got along like
two children; had no fuss or nothing.” Her half-white

9 See chap. iv.



UNFETTERED MOTHERHOOD 119

daughter had a child by a white man before she was twenty.
During the war the daughter, with her mulatto child, mi-
grated to Birmingham and later to the North. The pro-
miscuous sex relations of this woman, who “still frolics and
has a beau,” had resulted in syphilitic infection which was
doubtless responsible for two stillbirths and three mis-
carriages.

Our account, so far, of illegitimacy in the rural communi-
ties in the South would seem to indicate that neither the
families of the women nor the community express any moral
disapproval of this type of behavior. That this is not uni-
versally true is suggested by the remark of the wife in a
family that included two of her children before marriage as
well as two of her husband’s since marriage. She explained,
concerning her illegitimate children, that she had had them
before becoming a member of the church. In fact, the com-
munity expresses its disapproval of moral delinquencies al-
most exclusively through the church. We have previously
noted cases in which the women have been turned out of
church because they gave birth to illegitimate children. In
those cases the discipline of the church did not appear as a
very effective means of social control. As a rule, church dis-
cipline amounts to little more than a mere formality, al-
though it may be supported by a genuinely strong senti-
ment on the part of few individual members. The delin-
quent may return as soon as she is willing to make a confes-
sion of guilt and promise to avoid such behavior in the
future. These performances are seldom expressive of any
contriteness of heart. Asone delinquent remarked smilingly,
she returned after a month and “beg’ pardon.”

The effectiveness of the church as an institution of con-
trol over sex behavior is dependent upon the character of the
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family life and other social relations in these communities.
In the better-organized communities where the church and
other forms of communal enterprises are supported by fami-
lies with some property and traditions of regular family life,
the church reflects the character of its constituents and in
turn controls to some extent their behavior. But among the
impoverished and illiterate peasants scattered over the
plantations of the Black Belt, even the church is only a
poorly organized expression of a weak community conscious-
ness. The really important social bonds are the sympathetic
ties existing between the members of the more or less isolated
family groups. In some of these families the parents en-
deavor through strict discipline to prevent their daughters
from becoming mothers before marriage. But even the
strictest family discipline may prove ineffectual when it is
not supported by the opinion of the community and is op-
posed to what is regarded as normal behavior. Since family
feeling rests upon a firmer basis than moral principles, par-
ents may ofttimes accommodate themselves to the disap-
proved conduct of their children, especially if the latter are
grown. This was apparently the situation in the case of the
family of an old couple who boasted that they had both
been married only once and had been together between
thirty-nine and forty years, although their daughter was
living with a man near by without being married.

This family, including the husband, his wife, and their
seventeen-year-old daughter, was working ‘“‘a one-horse farm
on halves.” Unlike most of these tenants, they owned two
cows and had a fair garden. Except for two years during
the war when they went to Virginia to “public work” on the
road, they had been farming forty years. The wife was fif-
teen when she married and had given birth to thirteen chil-
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dren, seven of whom were dead. Of the four living sons, a