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UNDER THE SCORCHING SHADE.
PREFACE.

Most people ignore the evils of political trustee-
ship that is dominant in this country—in {act, they are
methodically taught to believe that blackmarketeers,.
profiteers and sahukars, if thiey finance a national orga-
nization, are in no less degree patriotic and sacrificing
than we ordinary people; that belief in their trusteeship:
of the country’s politics.is an inevitable necessity; and
that what we people thould doisto follow them, obey
them blindly, not question their patriotism, and be mere
‘goldiers of freedora’—what sort of freedom, mncbody
may ask.

It is this section of sahukars and gocd-for-nothing
capitalists that are contaminating the country’s politics
today. In this novel I have tried to unmask the reacti-
onary role of sahukars, the vested interests, and their
mystic weaklings, that has been hindesing the progress
of peasants, politically and socially. The Bhils, the
Pawaras and the Kolis of Khandesh and their problems.
are little known to the averrge Mabharastriyan reader.
This novel, in its limited field, may serve at least to.
bring them to the fore. These backward tribes have
to this day been living in medieval ignorance and
servitude, and the present trusteeship politics of reacti.
onary zemindars, sahukars and profiteers serves to
tighten the grip of medievalism over them. The real
ealvation of all peasants and backward tribes will come:
through their organisation in Kisan Sabhas all over
the country.

The fallow vegion of the satpudas holds out brilli-
ant proepects of development after elimination of all
sorts of exploitation, and the Bhils along with their
fellow tribes may well deserve to ke ranked among the-
most ekilled workers and technicians of India in future.

Sri Rama Attarde:
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