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THE ROYAL CROWN
INDIAN READER,

1. THE VALLEY OF DIAMONDS.

We went from island to island, and bartered our
goods very profitably. One day we landed on an
island which was covered with a variety of fruit
trees, but so desert that we could not discover any
habitation, or the trace of a human being. We
walked in the meadows, and along the brooks that
watered them; and whilst some of my companions
were amusing themselves with gathering fruits and
flowers, I took out some of the wine and provisions
I had brought with me, and seated myself by a little
stream under some trees, which afforded a delightful
shade.

I made a good meal of what I had with me, and
when I had satisfied my hunger, sleep gradually
stole over my senses. I cannot say how long I slept,
but when I awoke the ship was no longer in view.
I was much surprised at this circumstance, and rose
to look for my companions; but they were all gone,
and I could only just descry the vessel in full sail,
at such a distance that T soon lost sight of it.
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You may imagine what were my reflections when
I found myself in this dismal state. I thought I
should have died with grief. I groaned and shrieked
aloud; I beat my head, and threw myself on the
ground, where I remained a long time, overwhelmed
by a rushing current of thoughts, cach more distress-
ing than the last. I reproached myself a thousand
times for my folly in not being contented with my
first voyage, which ought to have satisfied my crav-
ing for adventurc; but all my regrets were of no
avail, and my repentance came too late. At length
I resigned myself to the will of Heaven, and not
knowing what would become of me, I ascended a
high tree, from whence I looked on all sides, to try
if I could not discover some object to inspire me
with hope.

Casting my eyes towards the sea, I could dis-
.cern only water and sky ; but perceiving on the land
side a white spot, I descended from the tree, and
taking up the remainder of my provisions, I walked
towards the object, which was so distant that at first
I could not distinguish what it was. As I approached,
I perceived it to be a ball of prodigious size; and
when I got near enough to touch it, I found it was
soft. I walked round it to see if there was an
opening, but could find none; and the ball appeared
so smooth that any attempt to climb it would have
been fruitless. Its circumference might be about fifty
paces. The sun was then near setting; the air grew
suddenly dark, as if obscured by a thick cloud. I
was surprised at this change, but how much did my
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amazement increase when I perceived it to be occa-
sioned by a bird of most extraordinary size, which
was flying towards me. I recollected having heard
sailors speak of & bird called a roc, and I concluded
that the great white ball which had drawn my atten-
tion must be the egg of this bird. I was not mis-
taken, for shortly afterwards it lighted on the white
ball, and placed itself as if to sit upon it.

When I saw this huge fowl coming I drew near
to the egg, so that I had one of the claws of the bird
just before me; this claw was as hig as the trunk of
a large tree. 1 tied myself to the claw with the linen
of my turban, in hopes that the roc, when it took its
flight the next morning, would carry me with it out
of that desert island. My project succeeded, for at
break of day the roc flew away, and bore me to such
a height that I could no longer distinguish the earth ;
then it descended with such rapidity that I almost
lost my senses. * When the roc had alighted, I quickly
untied the knot that bound me to its foot, and had
scarcely released myself when it darted on a serpent
of immeasurable length, and seizing the snake in its
beak, flew away.

The place in which the roc left me was a very
deep valley, surrounded on all sides by mountains of
such height that their summits were lost in the
clouds, and so steep that there was no possibility of
climbing them. This was a fresh embarrassment;
for I had no reason to rejoice at my change of
situation, when I compared it with the island I had
left. As I walked along this valley. I remarked that
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it was strewn with diamonds, some of which were of
astonishing size. I amused myself for some time by
examining them, but soon perceived from afar some
ohjects which destroyed my pleasure, and created in me
great fear. These were a great number of serpents,
so large that the smallest of them would have swal-
lowed an elephant with ease. During the daytime
they hid themselves in caves from the roe, their
mortal enemy, and only came out when it was dark.
I passed the day in walking about the valley, resting
myself occasionally when an opportunity offered ; and
when the sun set I retired into a small cave, where
I thought I should be in safety. I closed the en-
trance, which was low and narrow, with a stone
large enough to protect me from the serpents, but
which yet allowed a little light to pass into the cave.

I supped on part of my provisions, and could
plainly hear the serpents which began to make their
appearance. Their tremendous hissings caused me
great fear, and, as you may suppose, I did not pass
a very quict night. When the day appeared, the
serpents retired. I left my ecave with trembling,
and may truly say that I walked a long time on
diamonds without fecling the least desire to possess
them. At last I fell asleep, for I had not once
closed my eyes during all the previous night. I
had scarcely begun to doze when something falling
near me, with a great noise, awoke me. It was a
large piece of fresh meat, and at the same moment
I saw a number of other pieces rolling down the
rocks from above.
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I had always supposed the account to be fic-
titious which I had heard related by seamen and
others of the Valley of Diamonds, and of the means
by which merchants procured these precious gems.
I now knew it to be true. The method of pro-
ceeding is this :—The merchants go to the mountains
which surround the valley about the time that the
eagles hatch their young. They cut large pieces
of meat, and throw them into the valley, and the
diamonds on which the lumps of meat fall stick to
them. The eagles, which are larger and stronger in
that country than in any other, seize these pieces of
meat to carry to their young at the top of the
rocks. The merchants then run to the eagles’ nests,
and. by various noises oblige the birds to retreat,
and then take the diamonds that have stuck to the
pieces of meat. This is the method they employ
to procure the diamonds from the valley, which is
inaccessible on every side.

I had supposed it impossible ever to leave this
valley, and began to look on it as my tomb; but now
I changed my opinion, and turned my thoughts to
the preservation of my life. I began by collecting
the largest diamonds I could find, and with these I
filled the lcather bag in which I had carried my
provisions. I then took one of the largest pieces
of meat, and tied it tight round me with the linen
of my turban. In this state I laid myself on the
ground, tightly securing my leather bag round me.
I had not been long in this position before the
eagles began to descend, and each seized a piece
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of meat, with which it flew away. One of the
strongest darted on the piece to which I was at-
tached, and carried me up with it to its nest. The
merchants then began their cries to frighten away
the eagles; and when they had obliged the birds
to quit their prey, one of them approached, but
was much surprised and alarmed on seeing me. He
soon, however, recovered from his fear, and instead
of inquiring by what means I came here, began to
quarrel with me for trespassing on what he called
his property.

“You will speak to me with pity instead of
anger,” said I, “when you learn by what means I
reached this place. Console yourself, for I have
diamonds for you as well as for myself; and my
diamonds are more valuable than those of all the
other merchants put together. I have myself chosen
some of the finest at the bottom of the valley, and
have them in this bag.” Saying this, I showed him
my store. I had scarcely finished speaking when the
other merchants, perceiving me, flocked round me
with great astonishment, and their wonder was still
greater when I related my history.

They conducted me to the place where they lived
together, and on seeing my diamonds they all ex-
pressed their admiration, and declared they had never
geen any to equal them in size or quality.

“ The Arabian Nights' Entertasnments,”



ROBINSON CRUSOR.
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2. CRUSOE’S CAVE.

The mouth of this hollow was at the bottom of
a great rock, where, by mere accident (I would say,
if I did not see abundant reason to ascribe all such
things now to Providence), I was cutting down some
thick branches of trees to make charcoal ; and before
I go on, i must observe the reason of my making this
charcoal, which was this: I was afraid of making a
smoke about my habitation, as T said before. And
yet I could not live there without baking my bread,
cooking my meat, ete.; so I contrived to burn some
wood here, as I had seen done in England—that is,
under turf—until it became charcoal; and then
putting the fire out, I preserved the coal to carry
home, and perform the other services for which fire
was wanting, without danger of smoke. But this is
by-the-bye.

While I was cutting down some wood here, I
perceived that behind a very thick branch of low
brushwood or underwood there was a kind of hollow
place. I was curious to look in it; and getting
with difficulty into the mouth of it, I found it was
pretty large—that is to say, sufficient for me to
stand upright in it, and perhaps another with me;
but I must confess to you that I made more haste
out than I did in, when, looking farther into the
place, which was perfectly dark, I saw two broad
shining eyes of some creature, which twinkled like
two stars, the dim light from the cave’s mouth shin-
ing directly in, and making the reflection. ~However,
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after some pause I recovered myself, and plucking
up my courage, I took up a firebrand, and in I rushed
again, with the stick flaming in my hand.

I had not got three steps in but I was almost as
much frightened as T was before; for I heard a very
loud sigh, like that of a man in some pain, and it
was followed by a broken noise, as of words half
expressed, and then a deep sigh again. I stepped
back, and was indeed struck with such a surprise
that it put me into a cold sweat. But still, pluck-
ing up my spirits as well as I could, and encourag-
ing myself a little with considering that the power
and presence of God were everywhere, and were able
to protect me, I stepped forward again; and by the
light of the firebrand, holding it up a little over my
head, I saw lying on the ground a most monstrous,
frightful old he-goat, gasping for life, and dying,
indeed, of mere old age.

I stirred him a little, to see if I could get him
out; and he essayed to get up, but was not able to
raise himself. And I thought with myself he might
even lie there; for if he had frightened me so, he
would certainly fright any of the savages, if any of
them should be so hardy as to come in there while
he had any life in him.

I was now recovered from my surprise, and began
to look round me, when I found the cave was but
very small—-that is to say, it might be about twelve
feet square—but in no manner of shape, neither
round nor square, no hands ever having been em-

ployed in making it but those of mere Nature. 1
(1,567
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observed, also, that there was a place at the farther
side of it that went in further, but was so low that
it required me to crecp upon my hands and knees
to go into it, and whither it went I knew not; so,
having no candle, I gave it over for that time, but
resolved to come again the next day, provided with
candles.

Accordingly, the next day I came, provided with
six large candles of my own making (for I had made
very good candles now of goats’ tallow); and going
into this low place, I was obliged to creep upon all
fours, as I have said, almost ten yards, which, by the
way, I thought was a venture bold enough, consider-
ing that I knew not how far it might go, nor what
was beyond it.

When T had got through the strait, I found the
roof rose higher up, I believe near twenty feet; but
never was such a glorious sight seen in the island,
I daresay, as it was to look round the sides and roof
of this vault or cave: the walls reflected a hundred
thousand lights to me from my two candles. What
it was in the rock, whether diamonds or any other
precious stones, or gold, which I rather supposed it to
be, I knew not.

The place I was in was a most delightful cavity
or grotto, though perfectly dark. The floor was dry
and level, and had a sort of a small loose gravel upon
it, so that there was no nauseous or venomous crea-
ture to be seen, neither was there any damp or wet
on the sides or roof. The only difficulty in it was

the entrance, which, howezver, as it was a place of
(1,567)
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security, and such a retreat as I wanted, I thought was
a convenience; so that I was really rejoiced at the
discovery, and resolved, without any delay, to bring
some of those things which I was most anxious about
to this place. Particularly, I resolved to bring hither
my magazine of powder, and all my spare arms—
namely, two fowling-pieces, for I had three in all;
and three muskets, for of them I had eight in all
So I kept at my castle only five, which stood ready
mounted, like pieces of cannon, on my outmost fence,
and were ready also to take out upon any expedi-
tion. - :

Upon this occasion of removing my ammunition, I
happened to open the barrel of powder which I took
up out of the sea, and which had been wet; and I
found that the water had penetrated about two or
three inches into the powder on every side, which,
caking and growing hard, had preserved the ‘inside
like a kernel in the shell, so that I had near sixty
pounds of very good powder in the centre of the cask.
This was a very agreeable discovery to me at this
time; so I carried all away thither, never keeping
above two or three pounds of powder with me in my
castle, for fear of a surprise of any kind. I also car-
ried thither all the lead I had left for bullets.

From ¢ Robinson Crusoe,”
by DaNIEL DEFoE.
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3. PRISONER IN LILLIPUT.

I took up the two officers in my hands, put them
first into my coat-pockets, and then into every other
pocket about me, except my two fobs, and another
secret pocket wherein I had some little necessaries.
that were of no consequence to any but myself. In
one of my fobs there was a silver watch, and in the
other a small quantity of gold in a purse. These
gentlemen, having pens, ink, and paper about them,
made an exact inventory of everything they saw;
and, when they had done, desired I would set them
down, that they might deliver it to the emperor.
This inventory I afterwards translated into English,
and it is word for word as follows :—

In the right coat-pocket of the great man-moun-
tain, after the strictest search, we found only one
great picce of coarse cloth, large enough to be a
foot-cloth for your Majesty’s chief room of state. In
the left pocket we saw a huge silver chest, with a
cover of the same metal, which we, the searchers,
were not able to lift. We desired it should be
opened ; and one of us stepping into it, found him-
self up to the knees in a sort of dust, some part
whereof flying up to our faces, set us both a-sneezing
for several times together.

In his right waistcoat-pocket.we found a prodi-
gious bundle of white, thin . substance, about the
bigness of three men, tied with a strong cable, and
marked with black figures, which we humbly con-
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ceive to be writings, every letter almost half as
large as the palm of our hands. In the left there
was a sort of engine, from the back of which were
extended twenty long poles, resembling the pali-
sades before your Majesty’s court, wherewith, we
conjecture, the man-mountain combs his head; for
we did not always trouble him with questions, be-
cause we found it a great difficulty to make him
understand us.

In the large pocket, on the right side of his
middle cover, we saw a hollow pillar of iron, about
the length of a man, fastened to a strong piece of
timber larger than the pillar; and upon one side
of the pillar were huge pieces of iron sticking out,
cut into strange figures, which we knew not what
to make of. In the left pocket, another engine of
the same kind.

In the smaller pocket on the right side were
several round, flat pieces of white and red metal, of
different bulk. Some of the white, which seemed to
be silver, were so large and heavy that my comrade
and I could hardly lift them. In the left pocket
were two black pillars, irregularly shaped. We could
not without difficulty reach the top of them as we
stood at the bottom of his pocket. One of them was
covered, and seemed all of a piece; but at the upper
end of the other there appeared a white, round sub-
stance, about twice the bigness of our heads. Within
each of these was enclosed a prodigious plate of steel,
which by our orders we obliged him to show us.
because we apprehended they might be dangerous
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engines. He took them out of their cases, and told
us that in his own country his practice was to shave
his beard with one of these, and cut his meat with
the other.

There were two pockets which we could not enter.
These he called his fobs: they were two large slits
cut into the tops of his middle cover, but squeezed
close by the pressure of his body. Out of the right
fob hung a great silver chain, with a wonderful
kind of engine at the bottom. We directed him to
draw out whatever was at the end of that chain,
which appeared to be a globe, half silver and half
of some transparent metal; for on the transparent
side we saw certain strange figures circularly drawn,
and thought we could touch them, till we found our
fingers stopped by that lucid substance.

He put this engine to our ears, which made an
incessant noise, like that of a water-mill; and we
conjecture it is either some unknown animal or the
god that he worships; but we are more inclined
to the latter opinion, because he assured us (if we
understand him right, for he expressed himself very
imperfectly) that he seldom did anything without
consulting it. He called it his oracle, and said it
pointed out the time for every action of his life.

From the left fob he took out a net almost large
enough for a fisherman, but contrived to open and
shut like a purse. We found therein several massy
pieces of yellow metal, which, if’ they be real gold,
must be of immense value.

Having thus, in obedience to your Majesty’s com-
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mands, diligently searched all his pockets, we observed
a girdle about his waist made of the hide of some
prodigious animal, from which on the left side hung
a sword of the length of five men, and on the right
a bag or pouch divided into two cells, each cell ca-
pable of holding three of your Majesty’s subjects. In
one of these cells were several globes or balls of a
most ponderous metal, about the bigness of our heads;
the other cell contained a heap of certain black grains,
but of no great bulk or weight, for we could hold
above fifty of them in the palms of our hands.

This is an exact inventory of what we found about
the body of the man-mountain, who treated us with
great civility, and due respect to your Majesty’s
commission.

Signed and sealed on the fourth day of the eighty-
ninth moon of your Majesty’s auspicious reign.

CLEFRIN FRELOCK.
Marst FRELOCK.

When this inventory was read over to the emperor,
he directed me, although in very gentle terms, to
deliver up the various articles. He first called for
my sword, which I took out, scabbard and all. In
the meantime he ordered three thousand of the choicest
troops (who then attended him) to surround me at a
distance, with their bows and arrows just ready to
discharge ; but I did not observe it, for my eyes
were wholly fixed on his Majesty. He then desired
me to draw my sword, which, although it had got
some rust by the sea-water, was in most parts exceed-
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ingly bright. I did so, and immediately all the troops
gave a shout between terror and surprise; for the
sun shone clear, and the reflection dazzled their eyes
as I waved the sword to and fro in my hand. His
Majesty, who is a most magnanimous prince, was less
daunted than I could expect: he ordered me to return
it into the scabbard, and cast it on the ground as
gently as I could, about six feet from the end of
my chain.

The next thing he demanded was one of the
hollow iron pillars, by which he meant my pocket
pistols. I drew it out, and at his desire, as well as
I could, expressed to him the use of it; and charging
it only with powder, which, by the closeness of my
pouch, happened to eseape wetting in the sea (an in-
convenience against which all prudent mariners take
special care to provide), I first cautioned the emperor
not to be afraid, and then I let it off in the air. The
astonishment here was much greater than at the sight
of the sword. Hundreds fell down as if they had
been struck dead ; and even the emperor, although he
stood his ground, could not recover himself for some
time.

I delivered up both my pistols in the same manner
as I had done my sword, and then my pouch of
powder and bullets, begging him that the former
might be kept from fire, for it would kindle with
the slightest spark, and blow up his imperial palace
into the air. I likewise delivered up my watch,
which the emperor was very curious to see, and com-
manded two of the tallest men amongst his guards
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to bear it on a pole upon their shoulders. He was
amazed at the continual noise it made, and the motion
of the minute-hand, which he could easily discern, for
their sight is much more acute than ours. He asked
the opinions of his learned men about it, which were
various and remote, as the reader may well imagine
without my repeating ; although, indeed, I could not
very perfectly understand them. I then gave up my
silver and copper money, my purse, with nine large
pieces of gold and some smaller ones; my knife and
razor, my comb and silver snuff-box, my handkerchief
and journal-book. My sword, pistols, and pouch
were conveyed in carriages to his Majesty’s stores,
but the rest of my goods were returned to me.

I had, as I before observed, one private pocket,
which escaped their search, wherein there were a pair
of spectacles (which I sometimes use for the weakness
of mine eyes), a pocket telescope, and some other
little conveniences; which, being of no consequence
to the emperor, I did not think myself bound in
honour to discover, and I apprchended they might
be lost or spoiled if I ventured them out of my
POSSESSiOm From * Guiliver's Travels,” by DEAN SWIFT.
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4. LIFE IN BROBDINGNAG.

The queen, who often used to hear me talk of my
sea, voyages, and took all occasions to divert me when
I was melancholy, asked me whether I understood
how to handle a sail or an oar, and whether a little
exercise of rowing might not be convenient for my
health. I answered that I understood both very well;
for although my proper employment had been to
be surgeon or doctor to the ship, yet often upon a
pinch I was forced to work like a common mariner.
But I could not see how this could be done in their
country, where the smallest wherry was equal to a
firstrate man-of-war among us, and such a boat as [
could manage would never live in any of their rivers.
Her Majesty said if I would contrive a boat, her own
joiner should make it, and she would provide a place
for me to sail in.

The fellow was an ingenious workman, and by
my instructions in ten days finished a pleasure-boat,
with all its tackling, able conveniently to hold
eight Europeans. When it was finished, the queen
was so delighted that she ran with it in her lap
to the king, who ordered it to be put in a cistern
full of water, with me in it, by way of trial, where
I could not manage my two sculls, or little oars,
for want of room. But the queen had before con-
trived another project. She ordered the joiner to
make a wooden trough of three hundred feet long,
fifty broad, and eight deep, which, being well pitched
to prevent leaking, was placed on the floor along the
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wall in an outer room of the palace. It had a tap
near the bottom to let out the water when it began
to grow stale, and two servants could easily fill it in
half an hour.

Here I often used to row for my own diversion,
as well as that of the queen and her ladies, who
thought themselves well entertained with my skill
and agility. Sometimes I would put up my sail,
and then my business was only to steer, while the
ladies gave me a gale with their fans; and when
they were weary, some of their pages would blow
my sail forward with their breath, while I showed
my art by steering starboard or larboard as I
pleased. When I had done, Glumdalclitch always
carried back my boat into her closet, and hung it
on a nail to dry.

In this exercise I once met with an accident, which
had like to have cost me my life; for one of the
pages having put my boat into the trough, the
governess who attended Glumdalclitch very officiously
lifted me up to place me in the boat. But I hap-
pened to slip through her fingers, and should in-
fallibly have fallen down forty feet upon the floor, if,
by the luckiest chance in the world, I had not been
stopped by a pin that stuck in the good gentle-
woman’s dress. The head of the pin caught in my
clothing, and thus I was held in the air till Glumdal-
clitch ran to my relief.

Another time one of the servants, whose office it
was to fill my trough every third day with fresh
water, was so careless as to let a huge frog (not
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perceiving it) slip out of his pail The frog lay
concealed till I was put into my boat; but then,
seeing a resting-place, climbed up, and made it lean
8o much on one side that I was forced to balance it
with all my weight on the other, to prevent over-
turning. When the frog was got in, it hopped at
once half the length of the boat, and then over my
head, backwards and forwards, daubing my face and
clothes with its odious slime. The largeness of its
features made it appear the most deformed animal
that can be conceived. However, I desired Glumdal-
clitch to let me deal with it alone. I banged it a
good while with one of my sculls, and at last forced
it to leap out of the boat.

But the greatest danger I ever underwent in that
kingdom was from a monkey, who belonged to one
of the clerks of the kitchen. Glumdalclitch had
locked me up in her room, while she went some-
where upon business or to pay a visit. The weather
being very warm, the window was left open, as well
as the windows and the door of my bigger box in
which I usually lived, because of its largeness and con-
veniency. As I sat quietly meditating at my table,
I heard something bounce in at the open window,
and skip about from one side to the other; whereat,
although I was much alarmed, yet I ventured to look
out, but not stirring from my seat, and then I saw
this frolicsome animal frisking and leaping up and
down, till at last he came to my box, which he seemed
to view with great pleasure and curiosity, peeping in
at the door and every window.
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I retreated to the farther corner of my room or
box; but the monkey, looking in at every side,
put me into such a fright that I wanted presence
of mind to conceal myself under the bed, as I
might easily have done. After some time spent in
peeping, grinning, and chattering, he at last espied
me, and reaching one of his paws in at the door, as
a cat does when she plays with a mouse, although
I often shifted places to avoid him, he at length
seized the lappet of my coat (which, being made
of that country silk, was very thick and strong),
and dragged me out.

He took me up in his right fore foot and held
me as a nurse does a child, just as I have seen
the same sort of creature do with a Kkitten in
Europe ; and when I offered to struggle, he squeezed
me so hard that I thought it more prudent to
submit. I have good reason to believe that he
took me for a young one of his own species, by
his often stroking my face very gently with his
other paw.

In these diversions he was interrupted by a noise
at the door of the room, as if somebody were open-
ing it; whereupon he suddenly leaped up to the
window at which he had come in, and thence upon
the tiles, walking upon three legs, and holding
me in the fourth, till he clambered up to a roof
next to ours. I heard Glumdalclitch give a shriek
at the moment he was carrying me out. The poor
girl was almost distracted. That quarter of the
palace was all in an uproar: the servants ran for
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ladders; the monkey was seen by hundreds in the
court sitting upon the ridge of a building, hold-
ing me like a baby in one of his fore paws,
whereat many of the rabble below could not for-
bear laughing; neither do I think they justly
ought to be blamed, for without question the sight
was ridiculous enough to everybody but myself.
Some of the people threw up stones, hoping to
drive the monkey down; but this was strictly for-
bidden, or else very probably my brains had been
dashed out.

The ladders were now applied, and mounted by
several men; which the monkey observing, and find-
ing himself almost encompassed, not being able to
make speed enough with his three legs, let me drop
on a ridge-tile, and made his escape. Here I sat
for some time, five hundred yards from the ground,
expecting every moment to be blown down by the
wind, or to fall by my own giddiness, and come
tumbling over and over from the ridge to the
eaves; but an honest lad, one of my nurse’s foot-
men, climbed up, and putting me into his pocket,

brought me down safe.
From ‘“ Gulliver’s Travels,” by DEAN SwIFT.
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5. THE MERCHANT’S SON.

Mansour, an Egyptian merchant, one day visited
the cazi on account of a law-suit, the issue of which
troubled him but little, for a private conversation
with the judge had given him hopes of the success
of his cause. The old man therefore asked his young
son Omar to accompany him, in order that he might
be early accustomed to deal with the law.

The cazi was seated in the courtyard of the
mosque. He was a fat, good-looking man, who spoke
little, and this, added to his large turban and his air
of perpetual calmness, gave him a great reputation for
justice and wisdom. The spectators were numerous.
The principal merchants were seated on the ground
on carpets, forming a semicircle in front of the magis-
trate. Mansour took his seat a little way from the
judge, and Omar placed himself between the two, his
curiosity being strongly excited.

The first case called was that of a young Bania,
with loose, flowing robes, who had lately landed from
India, and who complained of having been cheated by
one of Mansour’s comrades in trade.

“ Having found a casket of diamonds among the
effects left by my father,” said he, “I set out for
Egypt, to live there on the proceeds of their sale