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Ranjit Singh was cremated on the morning of the
28th of June on the banks of the Ravi, at a spot where
now a Mausoleum stands in his memory. The corpse
was washed in Ganges water and placed on a bier of
sandalwood. Rani Guddan, daughter of Raja Sansar
Chand of Katoch, who had decided to burn herself made
Raja Dhian Singh, Kunwar Kharak Singh and Kunwar
Nao Nihal Singh put their hands on Ranjit Singh’s chest
and swear that they would remain loyal to the State.

Rani Guddan placed the dead Maharaja’s head in
her lap while three other Ranis with several slave girls all
dressed in their best clothes and loaded with jewels sat
around “ with every mark of satisfaction on their coun-
tenances.”

At 10 o’clock Kunwar Kharak Singh set fire to the
pile and the Ruler of the Punjab with four Ranis and several
slave girls were reduced to ashes.
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Popular Culture in Karnataka Short Stories (4 Vols.)
The Poetry of Valmiki Subbanna (Story)
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