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GENERAL PREFACE

——

As a result of many years’ experience in teaching
History, we have reached certain conclusions upon
which we base our reasons for the publication of
this Historical Course.

In the first place, we are unable to find any
adequate justification for the traditional method
of regarding History as a series of reigns. The
central fact of History is development, and it
appears to us that the somewhat ,limited time
which is usually available for the study of this
subject might be much more usefully spent than in
the acquisition of details concerning the characters
of kings and queens, their quarrels and amusements,
. their wars and battles, except in so far as these
facts actually bear on the course of history. It
would be idle to deny or ignore the influence which
monarchs and statesmen have exercised on national
progress, put it is unfair to allow boys and girls to
leave school with the ifpression that History is
little more than a collection of military achieve-
ments and political complications. There are
two aspects of our national story which deserve
particular and scparate treatment, because of their

intimate sconnection with our comamon lives and
v
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modern problems, and because of the desirability
of obtaining a clear knowledge and coherent grasp
of the continuity of their development. These are
the industrial and the constitutional sides of our
history ; and in this Course we devote to each of
them a separate volume. Furthe., as we believe
that some knowledge of forcign history is both
desirable and necessary, we have introduced the
series by an outline of the history of Europe. |

We have frankly adopted the attitude that the
detailed study of periods should be postponed till
the age of sixteen or thereabouts. We find, per-
sonally, that with younger pupils anything like an
exhaustive treatment is apt to degencrate into a
lifeless, mechanical, memory-taxing process; very
little is permanently retained, and the subject thus
treated has small educational value.

Moreover, we fecl convinced that an intelligent
comprehension of the main movements and lines of
development is all that one can reasonably expect
from the middle-form boy or girl.

The value of original sources is by this time
fairly well established. We have appended to every
chapter passages from contemporary writings, not
only to lend vividness and reality to the narrative,
but also to form the basis for the treatment of
questions, the answering of which will demand
something more than mere effort of memory.
We have fourd this plan, which is explained by
Mr. Keatinge in his valuable Studies in the Teaching
of History, to produce admirable results.

We sincerely hope that practical teachers will
appreciate the -distinctive features of th's course :
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(1) the plan for providing for the four years of
middle-school life between the ages of twelve and
sixteen; (2)the careful adaptation of each volume to
ayear’s school work ; (3) the combination of outlines
and passages from original sources ; (4) the separate
treatment of the important aspects of national
history ; and (5) the employment of questions which
will necessitate on the part of the plupil reasonable
exercise of comparison and judgment.

We might add that while Dr. Henderson has
prepared the first and fourth volumes, and Mr.
Meadows the second and third, we have col-
laborated throughout in determining the plan and
scope and general arrangement of the Course.

B. L. K. H.
P. M






PREFACE TO VOLUME TWO

—_——

I HAVE tried in this volume to give a clear
and straightforward account of the development’
of the English nation in those respects which
most closely concern the common life of the people.
The value and importance of the industrial and
‘social aspect of our history is becoming more and
more recognised, and there seems to be every reason
why it should take its place as a definite subject
of class instruction. For my own part, I have
found that this particular branch of history is not
only followed with eagerness and interest, but is
keenly appreciated and intelligently understood by
boys of thirteen and fourteen.

I gratefully acknowledge permission to reprint
several of the extracts from contemporary writings
which form part of this book: I am indebted to
Messrs. Hutchinson for the passages from the life
of Joseph Arch; to the American Academy of
Political Science for the Extent of the Borley Manor ;
to the Clarendon Press for the Reading and Lynn
Ordinances from Gross’s Gild Merchant ; to Mr.
John Murray for the extract from Sir E. Clarke’s
Jocelin of Brakelond ; to Mr. Sidney Webb for the

passage from Problemns of Moder» Tndustry; to
ix
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the Cambridge University Press for the extracts
from the Discourse of the Commonweal ; and to the

Roval Historical Society for the portions taken from
Walter of Henley.

P. M.
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THE ENGLISH NATION:

INDUSTRIAL AND SOCIAI. HISTORY

PART I
CHAPTER I
BEFORE THE CONQUEST

WHEN the Romans invaded our island they found
the country inhabited by tribes of Britons, each
under the rule of a tribal king. There was_no
nafional unity, and at the time of the first visit of
the Romans one Celtic king was endeavouring to
make himself supreme over the others. It appears
that below the kings there were two classes of people,
the lower one being composed chiefly of the descend-
ants of the Iberians, the earliest settlers in Britain.

The Britons lived, generally, in a very primitive
fashion, but their standard of civilisation continually
improved, more especially in the south, by reason of
their increasing communication with Gaul. Foreign
merchants visited these shores in search of gold,
iron, and especially tin, for which Britain had been
fatnous from the earliest times.

The Romans put an end to the warfare between
the tribes by subjectii.g the whole country, as far
as they could, to a central government. Although

VOL. Il.—!



2 THE ENGLISH NATION [PART I.

therr chief object was to ben 1efit themselves, Britain
derived many adv: anfagcs from their occupation of
the country. They developed the natural 1esources
of the land, and laige quantities of corn, as well
as lead, tm, and slaves, were exported under their
direction For the purpose of this development,
and to 1ender more eftective their control over the
country, splenaid 10ads and bridges were constructed
Towns grew round the mihtary garrisons at Chester,
Yoik, Colchester, Lincoln, lLondon, and other
places

Thus we see that under Roman rule Britan
enjoycd the bencfits of peace and prospered well ,
but 1t seems probable that the new cvilisation
rendered the Britons unwarlike and unable to
detend themsclves against the foes who threatened
them when the Roman power began to decline
towards the end of the fourth century Teutonic
tribes, mcludmg the Angles and Saxons, mvaded
the country from the Continent and occupied 1t 1n
several separate kingdoms which finally combined
into one. This process lasted between four and
five centuries , during this time theie was continuous
warfare betwecen the various kingdoms, and this
unsettled condition naturally prevented trade and
industry from flourishing The invading tribes
appear to have been quite accustomed to maritime
cnterprise, but after then settlement in Britan they
were but Iittlc interested m any activity on the sea,
and foreign trnde was neglected Fiom the time
of King Alfred, who died m ‘go1, better progress
was made i this respect, the rank of thane might
be granted to a merchant who had thrice crossed
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the sea; Alfred himself had improved the navy,
and this must have meant an increase in the number
of vessels available for merchant traffic; and there
is evidence that the slave trade was still of consider-
able importance.

But the Early English were not a commercial
people. Their trade was small and their manu-
factures were few and unimportant. 'he industries
werg not numerous ; fishing and salt-making were
carried on to some extent, and they were the in-
dustries next in importance to agriculture, in which
almost the whole of the population was engaged.
The social condition of early England depends, then,
very largely upon the methods of holding and
cultivating the land, and we must try to understand
these.

The Early English people lived in separate com-
munities, in villages or small towns, and each of these
communities was to a large extent self-supporting
and independent of the others, subsisting on its own
produce as far as possible, and taking advantage
of local markets and fairs for the procuring of
necessaries which could not be produced by the
community itself. The method in which the village
community was originally org'miscd is not ccrtain ;
some think that a “ mark system was in force among
the tribes before* they settled in Britain, and that
this system was introduced here in some form.
If this were the case, the village would contain
groups of families connected by ties of kindred ;
there would be common pasture ground and common
waste ground availabl® for all the villagers; the
arable langl would be divided generally into three
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fields, one sown with corn, one with a spring crop,
and one lying fallow ; each of these fields would be
divided into strips, one or more for each man, and
would be cultivated by a common team of oxen.
The chief features of this Systenl if it ever existed
at all, were the common possessior of the land and
the dom()cmtlc government of the commupity
which held it.  There was no individual oﬁvnershlp,
and no free man was dependent on another in a ,any
way.

But it is not likely that this condition of things
ever existed in England. From the earliest times
we find individuals holding the possession of land,
and a growing tendency for the weaker landowners
to become dependent upon the stronger ones. We
find the kings making grants of land to their friends,
and thus helping to cstablish a system in which
definite clasg-distinctions appear. The typical Old
English village would probably contain a thane, or
landlord, living on his own land and owing some
services to the king ; some free farmers, or yeomen,
farming their own land and helping to work the land
of the thane ; peasants, who were not free and had
to perform task work in return for a small holding ;
and labourers, who had to undertake the menial
work and were serfs, bound to the soll without any
prxvxlege% The labourers and peasants may have
been partly of Celtic origin. These classes, with
a few tradesmen and craftsmen, probably consti-
tuted the population of a village community.

As England became consolidated under the rule
of a single king the greater landlords obtained more
power, an¢ gradually the * manorial system ”
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o

was developed. We shall consider this in the next
chapter.

From the CoLLoQUIUM OF AELFRIC (about 1000 A.D.)

[The ploughman says:] O my lord, I work hard; I
go out at daybreak, driving the oxen to the field, and I
yoke them to the plough : be the winter never so stark 1
daré not szmain at home for fear of my lord ; but having
yoked the oxen and fastened share and coulfer, each day
I mpst plough a full acre or more. . I have a boy
driving the oxen with a goad, and he is s hoarse with the
cold and shouting. . . . I do more than this. I have
to fill the bins of the oxen with hay, and water them,
and take out their litter. . . . It is hard labour, because
I am not free.

[The shepherd says:] I also have work; in the
morning I drive my sheep to their pasture, and stand
over them, in heat and cold, with the dogs, lest wolves
devour them, and I lead them back to their folds and
milk them twice a day, and move their folds, and I
make cheesc and butter, and I am faithful to my lord.

[The ox-herd says:] O my lord, I work much;
when the ploughman unyokes his oxen I lead them
to pasture, and all the night T stand over them watching
for thieves ; and again early in the morning I take them
to the ploughman, well fed and watered.

[The hunter says :] I weave nets for myself, and set
them in suitable places, and set my hounds to follow the
wild game, till 'they come unawares to the nets and arc
caught there ; and I slay them in the nets. I can also
hunt without nets. With swift dogs I hunt down wild
game ; I take harts and boars and bucks and does, and
sometimes hares. . I give the king whatever I take,
because I am his hunter. He clothes ,and feeds me
well and sometimes gives me a lorse or a bracelet, so
that I may exercise my craft more willingly.

[The fisherman says?] . . . I go on my boat, and cast
my net in the river and scast my hook and bait, and I
take whatever they catch. I throw away the unclean
fish and take the clean for food. . . . 1 séll my fish in
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the city. I cannot catch as many as I can sell.
catch eels and pike, trout and lampreys, and whateve
fish swim in the strcam. Somctimes I fish in the sea
but not often, for it is a long voyage for me to the sea
It is a dangerous thing to catch a whale. It is safe
for me to go to the river with my boat than to go witl
many boats hunting whales, becausd I prefer to catcl
fish that I can kill rather than that I and my eom
panions should be sunk and drowned by one Blow.

[The fowler says:] In many ways I deceive birds
sometimes with nets, with snares, with lime, by whistling
with a hawk, with traps. . . . My hawks feed them
selves and me in winter, and in spring I let them fl;
away to the woods, and I catch young birds in harves
and tame them. . . .

[The merchant says:] I go on my ship with m:
wares and row over the sea, and sell my things an
buy precious things which are not produced in this land
and I bring them here to you with great danger. . . .
bring purple and silk, precious stones and gold, variou
clothes and pigments, wine and oil, ivory and brass
copper and tia, sulphur and glass, and such things. . .
I wish to sell them herc dearer than I bought then
there, so that I may get profit whereby to feed myself
my wife, and son.

[The salt-maker, the baker, and the cook follow.]

[The smith says:] Whence would the ploughma:
get his share or coulter or his goad if it were not fo
my craft ? Whence would the fisher have his hook, th
shoemaker his awl, or the tailor his needle ?

[The wood-wright says:] Which of -you does no
use my craft, since I make for you all houses and variou
vessels and ships ?

From the RECTITUDINES SINGULARUM PERSONARUM
(Services due from various persons) (10th century)

The thane’s law is that he . . . do three things fo
his land—military service with*the king, help in buildin,
fortifications. and maintaining the bridges. Also, fron
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many lands more services are due at the king's demand
such as dcer-hedging at the king’s house, and clothes fo
the guard . . . and many other things.

The geneat’s services are various, as they are fixer
on the land. On some he must pay rent and a grass
swine every year, and ride and carry and fetch loads
work and suppory his lord, and reap and mow, cut th
deer-hedge and keep it up, and build and hedge th
enclosur¢ and make new roads for the village . . . anc
go errands far or near whenever he is told.

The cottar’s services are what are fixed on the land
On®some he shall work for his lord each Monday in th
year, and three days a week in harvest ; on some land
all days in August, and he must mow an acre of oats :
day. . . . He need not pay rent. He should have fiv:
acres in his holding, more if it is the custom on th
land, and if it is less it is too little, because his work i
often wanted.

The gebur’s services are various, in some places heavy
in some moderate. On some land he must work a
weck-work two days at such work as he is require
through the year every week, and at harvest three day
for week-work and from Candlemas tc Easter three
If his horse is being used for his lord he need not worl
while the horse is out. He must pay on Michaclma
day ten pence rent and on Martinmas day twenty-thre
measures of barley and two hens; at Easter a youn
sheep or two pence. . . . From the time that they firs
plough to Martinmas he shall each week plough on
acre, and prepare himself the seed in his lord’s barn
Also three acres corn work and two of grass ploughing
if he needs more grass then he ploughs for it as he i
allowed. . . . Egch farmer gives six loaves tosthe swine
herd wher he drives his herd to mart. On the lanc
where this custom holds the small farmer must have
for stocking his land, two oxen and one cow and si:
sheep and seven acres sown on his yardland. Bu
after that year he must perform all services which per
tain to him. . . . On some lands the gebur shall pa;
honey-rent, on some meat-rent, on some ale-rent.
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1. What do you gather from Aelfric's Dialogue as to
the naturc of tmports in his time? How do they compare
with those of the present day ?

2. Discuss the services rendered by the lower ranks of
soctety, and give your opinion of the system gemerally.

3. What are the chief differences between tie occupations
of the people in early England and those of modern times ?



€EHAPTER 11
THE MANORIAL SYSTEM

IN the year 1085 King Williun commanded that
a Survey of England should be made, in order to
ascertain the exﬁznt of the resources of his kingdom.
He sent officers into all parts, with instructions to
collect full particulars of every estate. The Domesday
Book, as that Survey was called, gives us a great
mass of information which is very useful indeed in
helping us to understand the social conditions of the
period.

We find that the country was alrcady divided into
manors, and most of these were assigned by the
king to his Norman friends. Thus the first effect
of the Conquest, as far as the English people were
concerned, was a change in the ownership of the
land. The relations between the lord of the manor
and its inhabitants remained practically the same as
before. It is important to note that no new method

of land-holding was suddenly introduced. As we
have pointed out, there had been a gradual change ;
the more important landowners in' the different
villages or townships had obtained power and rights
over their weaker brethren, probably by offering
them protection in return for services ; and thus the
“lord of the manor " had established himself as a
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permanent institution, and all the inferior classes
were to some extent dependent upon him. The
lords began by being the protectors of those around
them, and ended by being their masters.

The Norman Conqueror took this manorial
system as he found it; but fofeigners replaced
Englishmen in all the important placey Earls,
bishops, abbots, landlords—all these were Normans,
and the new masters proved to be better managers
and organisers than the old. The whole arrange-
ment of government was solidified and strengthened ;
the new lords had to make a bargain with the king
as to the terms on which they held the land and the
services they had to render for it; and the whole
system is known as feudalism. But the Normans
did not introduce it into England; it was there
already to some extent in some parts of the country.
Society was perhaps not organised in the same way
all over the land, and the Conquest did this work
of organisation, guiding everything in the same
direction—a feudal system, with the king at_ the
head. The tenants-in-chief held land directly from
him and owed him military service in return ; sub-
tenants might hold land from tenants-in-chief on the
same conditions, and the villeins and other inferior
classes, the mass of the people, rendered services to
their superiors. ¢ .

In order to understand the working of this system
it will be useful to examine the arrangements of a
Norman manor. The most important building was
the manor-house, which was surrounded by the
demesne, or private land, of the lord. The lord would
reside permanently in the manor-house ifshe owned
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only a single manor, but if he possessed several he
would move from one to another, leaving bailiffs in
charge during his absence. The lord of the manor
might be a tenant-in-chief, a sub-tenant, or the
king himself. The villagers lived in poor and mean
houses, their stahdard of comfort was very low, and
they hag to work hard not only on thejr own holdings
but on their lord’s land as well. They had to do
week-work, that is, to work a number of days every
week for their lord, and they must also do for him
boon-work, which meant that he claimed their
services for a certain number of days at important
seasons, such as harvest. These villagers themselves
were of various classes : the villeins, who numbered
over one-third of the whole population at the time
of the Domesday Survey, each held a virgate, or
about thirty acres, of land ; the cottars, or bordars,
held smaller holdings of about five agres each, and
did not possess individually the means of ploughing
their land, but had to combine for that purpose;
there were also some slaves, but this class disappeared
soon after the Conquest. In the eastern counties
we find yet another class, superior to the villeins,
but below the lords; they were socmen, whose
services were less burdensome, and who were more
independent.

So much for the inhabitants of the manor. The
land was usually of three main kinds—arable land,
meadow or pasture, and waste and woodland. The
arable was divided jnto two or three fields, and each
field was subdivided mto separate strips, the object
being to obtain some equality of the advantage
and disadvantage arising from thee variation in
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position and fertility of the plots. Part of the
lord’s demesne was held in strips in these fields.
The meadow land might be held in different portions,
but the best land, which would be by the side of a
river, belonged to the lord, who made a charge for
its use. The villagers had the rigat of pasture on
the waste, and of gathering wood and feeding swine
on the woodfand. Sometimes a restriction was
placed upon the number of cattle which were allowed
to graze, sometimes no stint was made. After the
corn and hay harvests the arable land and the
meadows were thrown open for common pasture.
Some of the more important villagers would have,
near their dwellings, small plots of ground belonging
to them, which they could work as they pleased.
Briefly to summarise the social conditions of the
period we may say, then, that the majority of the
people lived ip villages, each village being to a large
extent self-supporting ; the lord of the manor is the
head over all, occupying his demesne or visiting it
occasionally ; the various inferior classes, the socmen
and villeins and bordars, render their services, their
week and boon-work, ploughing and sowing and
reaping, grinding their corn at the village mill;
the craftsmen, such as the blacksmith and carpenter,
may hold some land in return for their work. This
village life was very simple, the lives of the villagers
were monotonous and colourless; but while the
country was free from disturbance, the people were,
on the whole, fairly satisfied, and were, at any rate,
about as well off as the agricultural labourers of our
own day. In a later chaptér we shall show the
changes which gradually altered conditiors ; these
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changes were slow in producing effect, and the
manorial system continued for some centuries with
most of the characteristics which have been described
above.

From the ANGLO-SAXON CHRONICLE (1085)

At midwinter the king was at Gloucester with his
Witan ; and he held his court there sive days; and
afterwards the archbishop and clergy held a synod
during three days ; and Maurice was then chosen to the
bishopric of London, William to that of Norfolk, and
Robert to that of Cheshire ; they were all clerks of the
king.

After this the king had a great consultation, and spoke
very deeply with his Witan concerning the land, how it
was held, and what were its tenantry. He then sent his
men over all England, into every shire, and caused them
to ascertain how many hundred hides of land it con-
tained; and what lands the king possessed therein ;
what cattle there were in the several counties ; and how
much revenue he ought to receive yearly from each. He
also caused them to write down how much land belonged
to his archbishops, to his bishops, his abbots, and his
earls, and, that I may be brief, what property every
inhabitant of all England possessed in land, or in cattle,
and how much money this was worth. So very narrowly
did he cause the survey to be made, that there was not a
single hide, nor a rood of land, nor—it is shameful to
relate that which he thought no shame to do—was there
an ox, or a cow, or a pig passed by, and that was not yet
down in the accounts; and then all these writings were
brought tc him. :

From DOMESDAY

(Sussex.) The Connt of Mortain holds in demesne
Eastbourne. King Edward held it. There were and
are 46 hides. There is land for 28 ploughs. On the
demesne are 4 ploughs, and there are 68 villeins and
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3 bordars with 28 ploughs. There is 1 mill yielding
5 shillings, and 16 saltpans yielding 4 pounds and 40
shillings, and 25 acres of meadow. From the pasturage
come 6 pounds.

Ralph holds, of William de Warenne, Brighton.
Brictric held it by grant of Earl Godwin. In the time
of King Edward, as now, it was assassed for 5% hides.
There is land for 3 ploughs On the demesne is half a
plough, and there are 18 villeins and g bordars with
3 ploughs and 1 serf. From gafol-rents 4000 herrings.

(Berkshire.) In Reading hundred Miles Crispin hglds
Pangeborne and William holds it of him. Baldwin held
it of King Edward. There are 6 hides and 1 virgate,
and they did not pay geld T.R.E. (in King Edward’s
time); and now they do not pay except as 5 hides.
There is nothing in the demesne. Three villeins and
5 bordars (are there) with 2 ploughs and a mill worth
10 shillings, and 12z acres of meadow. Of this land a
knight holds 1 hide; and there he has 1 plough and 2
acres of meadow. The whole was worth 6 pounds ; after-
wards 5 pounds ; now 4 pounds.

The same Miles holds Apletune and Richard holds it
of him. Halden held it T.R.E. It was then assessed
at 5 hides ; now at 2} hides. There is land for 6 ploughs.
On the demesne is 1; and there are 4 villeins and 5
bordars with 1 pIough There are 3 serfs and a fishery
worth 34 shillings and 2 pence. It was worth 100
shillings ; afterwards 70 shillings ; now 60 shillings.

(Yorkshire.) In Fenton, Osmund had 3 bovates of
land for geld. Land for half a plough. Now the same
Osmund has it of Ilbert de Lacy. On the demesne there
is 1 plough, and 1 acre of meadow. T.R.E. it was
worth 10s.; now I0s.

In Goodmanham, Colgrim and Orm had z°manors of
5 carucates and 6 bovates for geld, and 3 ploughs can be
there. Now Nikel has it of the Count of Mortain. On
the demesne there is 1 plough, and 2 villeins with 1
plough, and 1 man rendering 32d. T.R.E. it was worth
£4; now 12s.

In Easthorpe, Colgrim had 1 manor of 2 carucates and



cHAP. 11.] THE MANORIAL SYSTEM 15

6 bovates for geld, and 2 ploughs can be there. Nigel
has it, and it is waste. T.R.E. it was worth 30s:

In Middleton, Gamel had 1 manor of 3 carucates, and
2 ploughs can be there. Nigel has it, and it is waste,
except I man having 3 oxen. T.R.E. it was worth 30s. ;
now 5s.

(Bedfordshire.) William de Warenne holds in Decan
2 hides, and 3 socmen hold of him. There is land for
3 ploughs and they are there. There are 5 bordars and
1 serf. Itisand was worth 30 shillings T.R.E. and after.
This land the same socmen held who hold it now.

In Henlow, Hugh holds of Walter the Fleming 3}
hides. There is land for 3% ploughs. On the demesne
is 1 plough, and there could be another. There are 4
villeins with 2 ploughs, and there are 4 bordars with 2
serfs, meadow sufficient for 34 plough teams, and 1 mill
worth 34 shillings. In all it is worth 60 shillings, was
worth when received 40 shillings; T.R.E. 70 shillings.
This land 6 socmen held and could assign their land to
whom they wished.

1. What do you infer from the passages from Domesday
as to the effect of the Conquest om various districts of
England ?

2. How does the position of Englishmen appear to have
been affected by the Conquest ?

3. Explain carefully the value of Domesday to the Ring.

4. Draw a plan of a manorial village.



CHAPTER I}I
THE TOWNS

Tue Angles and Saxons were not fond of town life,
and when they invaded Britain they took very
little notice of the Roman towns. They destroyed
them or allowed them to fall into ruins, and settled
in villages ; and we have noticed that each village
community was, as far as possible, self-supporting ;
it was to a great extent independent of the outside
world, and the villagers themselves supplied most
of their simple wants. There were more than fifty
towns in ROman Britain, and it does not appear
that any of these survived as a centre of social life
during the English settlement.

But in time certain forces began to work which
encouraged the growth of towns. The introduction
of Christianity was one of these; the great monas-
teries which were established from time to time were
partly dependent on exchange of goods with other
places, and small towns sprang.up under their
shadows. At Reading and Canterbury, for instance,
the presence of monasteries was a great encourage-
ment to the growth of the towns. Then again the
Danes, who invaded England at different times
during the ninth and tentl centuries, were more
active in trade, than the GEnglish; and as soon as
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their influence began to be felt many towns increased
greatly in importance. The Danes were most
powerful in the castern counties, and such towns
as Lincoln and Cambridge owe much of their early
importance to the Danes.

The towns, then, began to revive in importance
under the stimulus given by Christianity and the
Danes; many of the deserted Roman towns were
once more occupied ; many towns, such as Bristol,
were established in places convenient for foreign
trade. But it was not until the Norman Conquest
that the towns became really flourishing. The
Conquest itself, indeed, had at first a destructive
effecct ; the towns suffered from the general dis-
turbance and from the erection of castles; but
when peace was once established under strong
rulers they throve and prospered. The connection
of the kings of England with France established
a greater intercourse with foreign parts than had
previously existed, and the towns grew into centres
of business. At first the towns formed part of the
demesne of some feudal lord or lords, or of the
king himself; in Domesday many of the county
towns of the present day find a place, but London
and Winchcester are not included. These were the
two most important towns, London being already
the largest town and most important centre, while
Winchester, which later had a Survey of its own,
was the traditional royal city, haviug bcen the
capital of the Early English kings.

Now, all these towns were originally like the
villages in one respect: their inhabitants were
under the control of some lord or of the king, and

VOL, IL.—2
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were obliged to render some services to him.  Just
as the villagers had to do work for their lord, to
grind their corn at his mill, to pay his dues, and
obey the decisions of s courts, so the townsfolk
had to buy and sell in his markets under similar
conditions. They had to make some return in
labour or in kind for their holdings or for trading
privileges; and their first concern would be to
try to substitute moncy payments instead of
goods or labour. We shall see that this practice
of substituting cash for labour afterwards became
common in the agricultural districts, but the towns-
people adopted it very early. In this way they
obtained a certain amount of independence, but
thcy wanted still more; they desired liberty to
look after all their own affairs. They had to pay
certain taxes to the king, and by the time of the
Norman Cgnquest it had become usual to pay
these taxes in the form of a sum of money, for the
payment of which the town as a whole was respons-
ible.  This fixed tax paid by the whole town was
known as the ““ firma burgl.,”  Soon they obtamed
the right of determining exac tly how this tax should
be collected, and of appointing mayors of their own,
so that the king's officers, the sheriff, and the
bailift were excluded from interfering with their
internal affairs.  Then they would strive to set up
their own courts of justice, to make their own laws
for the government of their towns, and generally
to obtain freedom from outside restrictions.

The privileges which a town might thus gain
were usually embodied in a charter, which was a
document ‘ssued by the king or by a noble, asserting
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that the town had certain definite rights and
liberties which could not be interfered with. A
town was usually quite willing to pay down a fairly
large sum of money in return for a charter which
would set it free from feudal burdens and enable its
burgesses to look: after their own affairs: and the
king and the nobles were often glad of the oppor-
tunity to obtain ready money by surrendering
these privileges of theirs. Warfare, which was the
chief occupation of a noble in those days. was a
very expensive thing, and the chance was usually
taken of obtaining cash from the most convenient
source. The disturbances of Stephen’s reign, the
Crusades, the incessant fighting im France - all
these had to be paid for, and the towns took the
best advantage they could by olfering to buy
charters and concessions; and once having obtained
their freedom, they guarded it with the utmost
care.

But we must notice that althongh the burgesses
were anxious for this freedom, they cared for it only
as it affected themselves alone; cach town was a
separate unit, just like the manorial village ; and
strangers from other towns were to an extent
foreigners. At the same time more Iiberty was to
b: found in a town than in a village, and 1 some
cases villeins from the country might acquire
frcedom by remaining in a town for a year and a
day without being claimed by their Jord.  But this
freedom for a townsman did not mean permission
to be enterprising and to work independently of
other merchants and croaftsmen, or to compete with
them ; strict rules guverned the prices of goods,
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and nobody thought at that time of working apart
from the general body. These regulations which
governed industry were made with a view to en-
couraging and fostering it, and we shall shortly
consider their nature and effect.

So we see that while the nob¥s were indulging
their desire for military glory, while the romantic
and picturesque chivalry of that age was being
established, while kings and princes were quarrelling
and fighting at home and abroad, the towns of
England were slowly and surely laying a foundation
of solid progress, for which the knights and barons
cared nothing, but which was really one of the
most important features of the life of the growing
English nation.

From DoMmEspAY (1086 A.D.)

(Bury St. Edmunds.) In the town where rests
enshrined St. Edmund, King and Martyr of gloutious
memory, Abbot Baldwin held, T.R.E., towards the
provision of the monks 118 men ; and they could give
and sell their land; and under them 52 bordars from
whom the Abbot can have some little aid, 54 frecmen
poor enough, 43 alinsmen; each of them has 1 bordar.
Now there arc 2z mills and 2 stews or fish-ponds. . .
Now the town is contained in a greater circle, including
land which then used to be ploughed and sown ; wher-
ever there are 30 priests, deacons, and clerks together ;
28 nuns and poor persons who daily utter prayers for
the King and for all Christian people ; 80 less five bakers,
ale brewers, tailors, washerwomen, shoemakers, robe-
makers, cooks, porters, together. And all these wait
daily upon the Saint, and the Abbot, and the Brethren.
. . . Now altogcther there aie 342 houses on the
demesne or land of St. Edmvrnd’s which was under the
plough T.R.E
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CHARTER OF THURSTAN, ARCHBISHOP OF YORK,
To BEVERLEY (HENRY 1’s REIGN)

Thurstan, by the grace of God Archbishop of York,
to all the faithful, health and God’s blessing. Know ye
that I have given and granted and confirmed by charter
to the men of Beverley all their liberties under the same
laws which those of York have in their city. Further,
know that our lord King Henry has of his good will
given me power of doing this, and by his charter has
confirmed our ordinances and laws after the form of the
laws of the burgesses of York. I will that my burgesses
of Beverley shall have their gild, which I give and grant
to them that they may manage their own ordinances for
the honour of God. . . . I grant them their toll for ever
for eighteen marks annually. . . . I grant the same
burgesses free entry and exit in the town and without
it, in field and wood, in roads and paths, as well freely
and fully as any one can grant and confirm, and they
are free and quit of all toll in the whole shire of York.
And T will that whoever do contrary to this, be he
cursed.

CHARTER OF HENRY 11. TO NOTTINGHAM

.« . Know that I have granted, and by this my
charter confirmed, to the burgesses of Nottingham all
free customs which they had in the time of Henry our
grandfather. . . . The men of Notts and Derbyshire
should come to the town of Nottingham on Friday and
Saturday with their wagons and baggage, nor any one
within ten leagues of Nottingham should work at dye-
ing cloth, except in the town of Nottingham. . . . The
way from the Trent should be free to sailors as far as
one pole reaches on either side from the mid line of the
water. Wherefore I will and ordain that the afore-
named burgesses have and hold the aforenamed
customs well and in peace, freely and quietly, and
honourably, and fully, and entirely, as they had in the
time of King Henry my grandfather.
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CHARTER OF RICHARD I. TO RYE AND WINCHELSEA (1191,

Richard, by the grace of God King of England, Duke of
Normandy and Aquitaine, Count of Anjou, to the arch-
bishops, bishops, abbots, earls, barons, justiciaries . .
and all his liegemen in all his land, greeting. Know
that we have granted and confirmed by this charter
that the men of Rye and Winchelsea shall be free anc
quit, throughdut all our lands, here and beyond thc
sea, of all dues and tolls and customs whatever, wherever
they may go. . . . Further, we ordain that no one-shal
meddle with them or their affairs, and that they shall be
free from interference by shire and hundred officers
and if any one wishes to go to law against them, they
shall not appear nor plead otherwise than the burgesse:
of Hastings and the Cinq Ports do, and as they wert
wont to do in the time of our father Henry.

In return for these liberties they shall provide foi
my sole service two ships, to complete the number o
twenty ships due from Hastings.

JonnN’s CHARTER TO THE BURGESSES OF LEICESTER (1199

John, by the giace of God King of Iingland, Lord o
Ireland, Duke of Normandy and Aquitame, Count o
Anjou, to his archbishops, bishops, abbots, earls
barons, justices, sheriffs, reeves, and all his bailiffs anc
faithful men, greeting. Know ye that we have granted
and by this our present charter have confirmed, to the
burgesses of the town of Leicester that they may gc
and come freely and without hindrance and may trad
through all our land with all things and with theb
merchandise, saving to us and to otliers thg just and due
customs.

From the CHRONICLE OF JOCELIN OF BRAKELOND (1194

The merchants of London claimed to be free from
toll at the fair of St. Edmund (Bury St. Edmunds)
Neverthelegs many paid it, unwillingly indeed, and unde:
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compulsion ; whereof a great tumult and commotion
was made among the citizens in London. They came
in a body and informed Abbot Samson that they were
entitled to be quit of toll throughout all England, by
the charter which they had from Henry the Second. The
abbot answered . . . that King Henry had done no more
than give to the Londoners an exemption from toll
throughout his own lordships, and in places where he
was able (o grant it; but so far as concerned the town
of St. Edmund he was not able to do so, for it was not
his to dispose of. The Londoners, hearing this, ordered
by common council that none of them should go to the
fair of St. Edmund. For two years they kept away,
whereby our fair sustained great loss. At last, upon the
mediation of the Bishop of London and many others,
it was scttled between us and them that they should
come to the fair, and that some of them should pay toll,
but that it should be forthwith returned to them, that
by such an act the privileges on both sides should be
reserved. . . .

In the tenth year of the abbacy of Abbot Samson
we complained that the rents of all the good towns and
boroughs of England were increasing, all except this
our town, which had long yielded forty pounds and had
never gone beyond that sum; and that the burgesses
of the town were the cause of this thing. For they
made so large and so many encroachments in the
market-place, of shops and sheds and stalls, without
the assent of the convent. The burgesses being sum-
moned made answer that they were under the jurisdic-
tion of the king’s courts, and also said that the old
custom had been that the bailiffs should, without the
interference of the convent, dispose of the places of
the shops and sheds in the market-place. . . . Then,
taking counsel togethes, the burgesses offered to the
convent a rent of one hundred shillings for the sake of
peace ; and that they should hold their tenements as
they had been wont to do. . . . When the abbot had
returned from Germany .he burgesses offered him sixty
marks, and sued for his confirmation of the liberties
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of the town; which the abbot graciously accorded.
Notwithstanding our murmuring and grumbling, a
charter was made to them in the terms of his promise.
. . . The burgesses, from the period when they had the
charter, became more confident that they would not
lose their tenements and franchises; so that never
afterwards were they willing to pay or offer the above-
named rent of one hundred shillings. In point of fact,
we have from that time to the present lost thos: hundred
shillings, according to the old saying, “ He that will
not when he may, when he will he shall have nay.”

From Frtz-STEPHEN’S DESCRIPTION OF LLONDON
(about x175)

Among the noble cities of the world that are cele-
brated by fame, the City of London, in the kingdom of
the English, is the one that pours out its fame more
widely, sends to farther lands its wealth and com-
merce, lifts its head higher than the rest. It is happy
in thc healthiness of its air, in the Christian religion,
in the strength of its bulwarks, the nature of its site, the
honour of its citizens, the modesty of its matrons. . . .

The city has on the east the Palatine Castle [i.e.
the Tower], very great and strong, of which the walls
rise from a deep foundation, fixed with a mortar mingled
with the blood of beasts. On the west arc two towers,
very strongly fortified, with the lofty and great wall
of the city, having seven twofold gates, and towers
towards the north at intervals.

London was also walled and girt with towers in like
manner on the south; but the great fish-bearing river
Thames, which glides thereby with ebb and flow of the
ocean, has by course of time loosened and cast down
those walls. ~Also upwards to the westwards the royal
palace is clear to behold above the same river, an
incomparable building, with ramparts and bulwarks, two
miles from the city, joined to it by a crowded suburb.

Everywhere outside the hcuises of those living in
the suburbs are joined to them the tree-planted and
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beautiful gardens of the citizens. Also there are, on
the north side, pastures and a pleasant meadow, by
which flow river strcams, where the wheels of mills
turn with a pleasant sound. Very near lies a great
forest, with woodland pastures, coverts of wild animals,
stags, fallow deer, boars, and wild bulls.

London is honovred by her inhabitants, and adorned
by armed men. In the time of slaughter under King
Stephen, ~f those going out to battle there were twenty
thousand horsemen, ard sixty thousand men on foot.
The citizens of London are esteemed all over the king-
dom the politest in their manners, the most splendid
in their dress and their tables, and the finest in their
manner of speech.

Those engaged in the several kinds of business, sellers
of various things, contractors for various works, are to
be found every morning in their different districts and
shops. Besides, there is in London on the river bank,
among the wines in ships, and in cellars sold by the
vintners, a public food shop; there meats may be
found every day, according to the season, fried and
boiled, great and small fish, coarser meats for the poor,

According to the chronl(‘les London is a much older
cily than Rome, for it was founded by Brutus before
Romulus and Remus. Accordingly they still have the
same laws established in common. Like Rome, London
is divided into wards, has annual sheriffs for its consuls,
has senatorial and lower magistrates, sewers and aque-
ducts in its streets, its proper places and separate courts
for cases of each kind.

To this city from every nation merchants delight to
bring their goods by sca. I do not think there is a city
with more praiseworthy customs of church attendance,
honour to God’s ordinances, alms-giving hObpltO.llty,
confirming betrothals, contracting marriages, preparing
feasts, cheering the guests and also in care for funerals
and the interment of the dead. The only pests of London
are the immoderate drin’ing of fools and the frequency
of fires.
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1. What information do you obtain from these passages
as to the growth of towns during the eleventh and twelfth
centuries ?

2. Define as exactly as you can the relations between
the towns and the manorial lovds.

3. Carefullv describe some of the privileges which the
towns obtained.



CHAPTER 1V
THE GILDS

A vERY important feature in connection with English
towns from the eleventh to the fifteenth century is
the Gild. This institution was a combination of
men for a particular purpose, and the idea that
union is strength found expression in the formation
of gilds even in Early English times. Associations
were made for mutual protection against injustice or
violence, and these were known as frith gilds.  Other
clubs were formed with charitable and religious
aims, but the gilds in the times of the Norman and
Plantagenet kings were combinations of townsfolk
with the object of protecting their interests and main-
taining and increasing their privileges.  There were
two kinds—the merchant gild and the craft gild.
The duty-of the merchant gild was to maintain
and regulate trade. It exercised control over the
conditions of buying and sclling goods, and the
quality of the goods was also under its supervision.
Strangers were not encouraged to trade in the town ;
in fact, restrictions and disabilities were placed upon
them, from which the members of the gild were free.
For instance, they often had to pay tolls, or duties,
on their transactions, when those who belonged to
the gild need not pay anything. It appears, then,
27
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that one of the objects of the gild was to prevent
outsiders from interfering, and from gaining advant-
ages, in the trade of the town; and consequently
the members of the merchant gild would be only
those whose interests were concerned in that trade.
The gild did not, of course, include 4l the burgesses,
and so was not immediately concerned with the
government of the town. A citizen might, in fact,
belong to the gild and be a gild official, without
being an official of the town. DBut the interests of
the town and of its trade were usually so closely
connected that as time went on the government of
the gild and of the town became practically identical.

Besides closely safeguarding the town trade from
the intrusion of foreigners or strangers, the merchant
gild sometimes took the opportunity, which their
union offered, of collective bargaining. A seaport
town, for instance, was visited periodically by the
Venetian fleet, or by vessels bringing goods from
some foreign country. The town would require
some of these goods, and by refraining from bidding
against one another the merchants would be able to
make an advantageous common purchase which they
could afterwards share.

Besides the merchant gild, which was an associa-
tion of burgesscs with the object of protecting the
trading interests generally, there were also gilds
whose aim was to look after and to regulate par-
ticular industries. As early as the twelfth century
we hear of gilds of weavers and bakers in various
towns, and as crafts flourished and developed these
associations grew in number, in importance, and in
influence, and were known as craft gilds. All the
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members of any particular craft gild practised the
same craft, and they had power to supervise that
industry. Such a gild was generally formed under
the authority of the mayor of the town, and the
town government could, and frequently did, exer-
cise control over the craft gild regulations so that
they might not interfere with the general interest
of the town.

We find that in time the craft gilds became more
important than the merchant gilds, and the rcason
for this is quite plain. As the different industries
expanded it was scen that it was more convenicnt
and more effective to specialise in the direction of
particular control of particular crafts; and conse-
quently we may regard the craft gilds as special
departments, as it were, of the original merchant
gild, formed to carry out in a more detailed way the
general regulations which had originally been under
the care of the larger body. In the fourteenth
century the craft gilds were at the height of their
power, and the merchant gilds, although still in
existence, took very little part in the management
of affairs.

The craft gilds served some useful purposes in
looking after their trades. The officials were em-
powered to take steps to sec that the materials were
good and that al! the workmanship was sounnd. They
made regulations with regard to the hours of labour
and invariably forbade work at night, as this was
considered likely to be of inferior quality. They
encouraged the apprenticeship system, by which
young people were tiained for a number of years
before being allowed to practise their craft. They
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carefully and systematically suppressed, as far as
they could, the production of goods by people who
did not belong to the gilds and were not under
their supervision. They inflicted punishment where
craftsmen or traders were found to have been dis-
honest. Their theory was that the private interest
of the craftsman was not the only important thing,
but that the 'public welfare and the reputation of
the trade were to be considered as well.

Finally, the members of the gilds helped each
other in many ways. If a member suffered any
mishap, such as imprisonment in another town, it
was the duty of the gild officials to help him in
whatever way they could, and the expense was
borne by his fellow-members. He was visited when
ill, assisted when poor, and some provision might
be made for his family after his death.

Tue OLp EN&LisH GiLD AT EXETER (probably early
11th century)

This association is associated at Exeter, for love of
God, and for our soul’s necd, both as to our life’s pros-
perity, and also to the latter days, which we desire
for oursclves to be at God’s doom. Now we have
declared that our meeting be thrice in the twelve
months, once at St. Michael’s mass, the second time
at St. Mary's mass, after Midwinter, the third time on
All-Hallows mass-day, after Easter. And let cach gild
brother have two sesters of malt, and every follower
one, and a measurc of honey ; and, at each mecting, let
the mass-priest always sing two masses, one for living
friends, one for those departed ; and every brother of
common condition two psalters of psalms, one for living
friends, one for those departed. And after a death,
each man six masses, or six psalters of psalms; and
at a dcath, each man five pence. And at a house-
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burning, each man a penny. And if any man neglect
the day of meeting, for the first time three masses, for
the second time five, for the third time let him have no
excuse, unless it be for sickness or for his lord’s need.
And if any man neglect the appointed day for his
contribution, let him make twofold compensation. And
if any man of this society insult another, let him make
compensation with thirty pence. Now we pray, for
love of God, that every man hold this meecting with
intogrity, as we have ordered it. May God support us
thereto.

From the RULES AND ORDINANCES OF THE GILD
MERCHANT OF KiING’s LYNN

Whoever will enter into the fraternity ought on the
first day of his admission to wait and serve before the
aldermen and the brethren, honourably, in neat clothes,
and a coronet of gold or silver.

If any of the brethren shall disclosc to any stranger
the counsels of the gild, to their detriment, without the
assent of the aldermen and his brethren, he shall forfeit
the sum of 32 pence.

If any of the brethren shall fall into poverty or
misery, all the brethren are to assist him by common
consent out of the chattels of the house, or fraternity,
or of their proper own.

If any brother should be brought to trial, cither
within Lynn or without, the brethren there present
ought to assist*him in their council, if they are called,
to stand with him and counsel him without any costs ;
if they do not they are to forfeit 32 pence.

If any one should go to slecp at the gild, either at
the general meeting or at their feasts and drinking, he
is to forfeit 4 pence.

If any poor brother shall die, the aldermen and
brethren shall see that his body be honourably buried.

If any brother shall become poor and needy, he shall
be supported in food and clothing, according to his
need, out of the profis of the lands and goods and
chattels of the said gild.
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From the ORDINANCES OF THE READING GILD

No forcigner (s.e. stranger to the town) shall buy corn
on the market day before three o’clock, unless he be a
person of distinction ; and if he buys, he shall lose his
corn and remain at the mercy of the provost.

Also, no foreigner shall bring tanmed leather to sell
into the town of Reading at any time of year except
only during the fairs.

Also, no forc:lgnel shall retail, in the markct linen or
woollen cloth, except only at the proper time ; and if
any one acts contrary to this ordinance and is found
guilty, his goods shall remain in the hands of the
stewards, until he makes amends to them.

Also, no foreign fishmonger who brings fish to the
market to sell shall cut up his fish to scll, except with
the permission of the stewards or bailiffs; and no
foreigner can have licence to do this if any gildsman has
any fish to sell.

From the ORDINANCES OF THE SOUTHAMPTON GILD

No one shali buy anything in the town of Southampton
to sell again in the same town, unless he be of the Gild
Merchant or of the franchise; and if any one docs it
and is found guilty, all that he has thus bought shall be
forfeited to the king. . . . And no one except a gilds-
man shall buy honey, suet, salt herring, nor any kind ot
oil; nor mill stones, nor fresh leather, nor any kind of
fresh skins; nor keep a wine-tavern, nor sell cloth by
retail, except on market and fair day; nor keep more
than five quarters of corn in his granary to sell by retail,
if he is not a gildsman.

From the ORDINANCES OF THE CRAFT GILD OF WHITE-
TAWYERS, OR LEATHER-DRESSERS, OF LONDON (1346)

If by chance any onc of the trade shall fall into poverty,
whether through old age, or because he cannot labour
or work, and have nothing with which to help himself,
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he shall have every week from the box #d. for his
support, if he be a man of good repute. And after his
decease, if he have a wife, a woman of good repute, she
shall have weekly for her support 7d. from the said box,
so long as she shall behave herself well.

And no stranger shall work in the said trade, or
keep house for thc same in the City, if he be not an
apprentice, or a man admitted to the franchise of the
said city. '

And if any one of the said trade shall have work in
his house that he cannot complete, or if for want of
assistance such work shall be in danger of being lost,
those of the said trade shall aid him, that so the work be
not lost.

And if any one of the said trade shall depart this life
and have not wherewithal to be buried, he shall be buried
at the expense of the common box.

From the ARTICLES OF TH1i: GIRDLERS

.+ . Noman of the trade shall work on Saturday or
the eve of a double feast, after None has been rung
(6 o’clock).

Also that no one of the said trade shall set any
woman to work other than his wedded wife or his
daughter.

Also that no one of the said trade shall be so daring
as to work by night at the said trade.

From the ARTICLES OF THE FURBISIERS

No onc of the said trade shall make in his house, or
allow to be made, pommels or hilts of swords, 1f they be
not of good pattern and steel ; and the scabbards must
be made of good calf-leather; and if any one shall be
found doing to thc contrary thereof, let him lose such
false work and be punished.

Also, no one shall cause a sword that has been broken
to be repaired or made up again, to the decciving of
the people.
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1. What appear to be the principal differences between
the Old English gild and the later ones ?

2. Which, in your opinion, are the most interesting
ofhthe craft gild regulations in the above passages, and
why ?

33{ State as exactly as you can the reasons for the passing
of the various ordinances of the merchant gilds contained
in the above extracts.



CHAPTER V
MEDIZVAL AGRICULTURE

WE have already described the gencral arrangement
under which land was occupied in Saxon and Norman
times. It will be remembered that the population
of a village consisted chiefly of villeins and a poorer
class of cottars, and by the labour of these people
the whole agricultural activity of the manor was
carried on. Very soon the lords began gradually
to adopt the practice—and we shall have to refer to
this later—of receiving rent in monev from their
villeins instead of in labour. This led to many of
the villeins becoming practically frec farmers, while
the poorer villeins and the cottars developed into a
class of wage-earning labourers, with very little
land, devoting most of their time to cultivating
the land of the lords or others who needed hired
labour.

It is estimated that the population of England
in the thirteenth century was about two millions ;
and of this number the vast majority must have
been engaged continuously in agricuiture. During
harvest, when more labour was required than at other
seasons, even the inhabitants of the towns often
worked in the fields ; and, in fact, nearly every one in

the country took some share or ‘other ir. the pursuit
35
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of farming. The rate of production was very low,
owing to the unscientific and primitive methods of
cultivation, the return being only about four times
the quantity sown. This meant that quite a large
portion of the country was under cultivation in
order to produce the necessary f&d supply. The
crops and the mecthods of farming hardly varied at
all throughout the country, and no attempt was
made to take advantage of particular conditions in
different districts ; wherever the soil was suitable,
there farming was carried on in the same umni-
form way. The idea was the old one of the self-
sufficing and self-supporting community. Each
manor was to provide as far as possible all the
requirements of the people living on it, and only
such things as salt and iron need be obtained
from outside its boundaries. The population of the
country was thickest, of course, in those parts where
the land was adapted for agricultural purposes, and
in the hilly regions of the north and west there were
very few inhabitants.

We have already mentioned that the arable land
of a manor was divided, almost invariably, into
three large fields ; and in any particular year one of
these would produce wheat, the sccond barley or
oats, and the third would be lying fallow, in order to
be better prepared for the crop of wheat which was
to follow. The opcrations in any one of these fields
over a perioa of three years would be: January,
sow barley ; August, reap barley ; then leave land
fallow until next June ; then plough ; in the autumn
sow wheat ; next August, reap wheat ; then plough
ready for burley thé following January. From this
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it is easy to construct the scheme of the peasant’s
labours throughout the year.

The ploughing was not very thorough, according
to modern idcas, and the soil was not turned much.
Oxen were used for drawing the plough, and, as we
have noted, the poorer inhabitants of the village used
to join forces in this respect. The harvest usually
occupied about six wecks, and then all the fences
were taken down and the whole live stock of the
village might roam over all the fields. Threshing
and winnowing were done in the winter, and the
grain was stored in barns or in the churches; it
was not often sold, unless it was quitc certain that
there would be enough left to last until the next
harvest.

Cattle, sheep, and pigs were kept, and these were
looked after by herds who were hired by the whole
village. In winter most of the shcep and cattle
had to be killed, as there were no root crops on
which th& animals could be fed during the winter,
and there was very little hay. Consequently only a
very few animals were prescrved. Every manor,
of course, engaged in dairy farming and poultry
{arming, and the products of these occupations were
plentiful and cheap. The manor, then, could be
self-supporting as far as food was concerned ; the
corn produced was usually sufficient, and during the
winter most of the peasants appear to have lived
very largely on salt pork.

It is evident that the system of farming which
we have just sketched was very simple and clumsy
in many respects. The practice of holding the land
in scattercd strips was extremely inconvenicnt, but
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was continued for quite a long time for the simple
reason that any other arrangement would scem to
involve injustice and unfairness. So long as peace
was maintained, and famines and pestilences did not
trouble the land, the people were content to go on in
the same old way. But the whol¢ system depended
on this : there must be enough labourers #o do the
work at the regular wages ; if this condition of things
was disturbed, the agricultural system would be
seriously affected. This serious disturbance did
actually occur in the form of the Great Plague of
1349 ; and from that time modifications and altera-
tions had to be introduced, and gradually the whole
systein was changed.

From the RULES OF ST. ROBERT GROSSETESTE

Know the reason why you ought for certainty to know
the number of your ploughlands, and the number of
acres of fallow and of sown land ; it is that you may know
how much corn you ought to have altogether, how much
stock, how much seed the land ought to yield. Know
that each ploughland bears poorly that does not yicld
a hundred seams of corn, then of so many ploughlands
as you have, so many hundreds of quarters at the least
you ought to have, or be sure that the land is badly
tilled, or falsely sown, or the corn stolen. If you have
forty ploughlands you ought to have four thousand
quarters of corn, if fifty, five thousand, and soon. Know
that each acre of fallow ought to support two sheep
yearly at the least, then a hundred acres of fallow
support two hundred sheep, and so on. If you know
how many acres you have sown of each kind of corn,
inquire how much the acre of that soil of land takes for
sowing, and count the number of quarters of seed, and
{gu shall know the return of seed, and what ought to

over. . . .
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Every year, at Michaelmas, when you know the
measure of all your corn, then arrange your sojourn for
the whole of that year, and for how many weeks in each
place, according to the seasons of the year, and the
advantages of the country in flesh and in fish, and do not
in any wise burden by debt or long residence the places
where you sojourn, but so arrange your sojourns that the
place at your departure shall not remain in debt, but
something may remain on the manor, whereby the manor
may raise moncy from increase of stock, and especially
cows and sheep. The wool of a thousand shecp in
good pasture ought to yield fifty marks a year, the wool
of two thousand a hundred marks, and so forth, counting
by thousands. The wool of a thousand sheep in scant
pasture ought at the least to yield forty marks, in coarse
and poor pasture thirty marks.

From the OFFICE OF SENESCHAL

The bailiff ought to be faithful and profitable, and a
good husbandman, and also prudent, that he need not
send to his lord or superior seneschal to have advice
and instruction about everything connected with his
baillie, unless it be an extraordinary matter, or of great
danger ; for a bailiff is worth little in time of nced who
knows nothing and has nothing in himself without the
instruction of another. The bailiff ought to rise every
morning and survey the woods, corn, meadows, and
pastures and see what damage may have been done.
And he ought to see that the ploughs are yoked in the
morning and unyoked at the right time, so that they may
do their proper ploughing every day, as much as they can
and ought to do by the measured perch. . . . And he
ought to see and know how many acres the boon-tenants
and customary-tenants ought to plough yearly, and
how many the plough of the manor ought to till, and so
he may lessen the surplus of the cost. . . . The bailiff
ought, in August, to see and command throughout the
manors that the corn be vell gathered and reaped evenly,
and that the cocks and sheaves be small, so will the corn
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dry the quicker; and one can load, stack, and thresh
the small sheaf best, for there is greater loss in the large
sheaf than in the small.

From the Tract HUSBANDRY

You can well have three acres wgeded for a penny,
and an acre of meadow mown for fourpence, and an
acte of waste meadow for threepence-halfpenry, and an
acrc of meadow turned and raised for a penny-half-
penny, and an acre of waste for a penny-farthing. And
know that five men can well reap and bind two acres a
day of cach kind of corn, more or less. And where each
takes twopence a day then you must give fivepence an
acre, and when four take a penny-halfpenny a day and
the fifth twopence, hecause he is binder, then you must
give fourpence for the acre. And, because in many
places they do not reap by the acre, one can know by
the reapers and by the work done what they do, but
keep the reapers by the band, that is to say, that five
men or women, whichever you will, who are called
half-men, make a band, and {wenty-five men make five
bands, and tv;enty-five men can reap and bind ten acres
a day working all day, and in ten days a hundred acres.
And sce then how many acres there are to reap through-
out, and sce if they agree with the days and pay them
then, and if they account for more days than is right
according to their reckoning, do not let them be paid.

From WALTER OF HENLEY'S HUSBANDRY

Some men will tell you that a plough cannot work
eight score or nine score acres yearly, but I will show yon
that it can. You know well that a furlong ought to be
forty perches long and four wide, and the king’s perch
is sixteen feet and a half ; then an acre is sixty-six feet
in width. Now in ploughing go thirty-six times round to
make the ridge narrower, and when the acre is ploughed
there you have made seventy-two furlongs, which are
six leagues, for let it be known that twelve furlongs are
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a league. And the horse or ox must be very poor that
cannot from the morning go easily in pace three leagues
in length from his starting place and return by three
o’clock. . . . And if you have land in which you have
cattle, take pains to stock it as the land requires. . . .
And because customary servants neglect their work it is
necessary to guardyagainst their fraud; and besides the
bailiff must oversee all, that they all work well, and if
they do n»t well let them be reproved. . . . You know
surcly that an acre sown with wheat takes throo plough-
ings, except lands which are sown yearly; and that,
one with the other, each ploughing is worth sixpence,
and harrowing a penny, and on the acre il is necessary
to sow at lecast two bushels. Now {iwo bushels at
Michaelmas are worth at least twelvepence, and weeding
a halfpenny, and reaping fivepence, and carrying in
August a penny; the straw will pay for the threshing.
At three times your sowing you ought to have six bushels,
worth three shillings, and the cost amounts to three
shillings and three halfpence, and the ground is yours
and not reckoned. Change your seed every year at
Michaclmas, for seed grown on other ground will bring
more profit than that which is grown on yoar own.  Will
you sce this ?  Plough two divisions of the same time,
and sow the one with sced which is bought and the other
with corn which you have grown: in August you will
see that I speak truly.
(The above extracts are taken from Miss L£. Lamond's
edition of Walter of Henley.)

From a DOCUMENT GIVING THE EXTENT OF THE MANOR
OF BORLEY, IN ESSEX, AND THE SERVICES OF THE
TENANTS (14th century)

Walter Johan holds from the lord in villeinage one
messuage and 10 acres of land by paying thence yearly
at the festival of the Purification of the Blessed Mary,
of Hunthield, 4s. 54d.; and at Easter, 204d.; and at
the feast of St. Michae!, 263d.; and at the feast of
Christmas, 1 hen and a h¢lf the hen being of the price of
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14d. And from the feast of St. Michael (Sept. 29) to
the feast of St. Peter ad Vincula (Aug. 1) in each weck
3 works with one man without the food of the lord, the
price of the work being 3d., three wecks being excepted,
that is to say, Christmas week, Easter week, and Whit-
suntide, in which they will not work unless it is absolutely
required by the necessity for binding §he grain in autumn
and for carrying hay. And he shall plough with his
plough, whether he has to join or not, 4 acres cf the land
of the lord without the food of the lord, the price of cach
acre being 5}d., of which 2 acres are to be in the season
for planting wheat and 2 for oats. . . . And it is to be
known that whenever he, along with the other customary
tenants of the vill, shall mow the meadow of Rainholm,
they shall have, according to custom, 3 bushels of wheat
for bread and 1 ram of the price of 18d.,and 1 jar of butter,
and 1 cheese next to the best from the dairy of the lord,
and salt and oatmeal for their porridge, and all the
morning milk from all the cows of the whole dairy at that
time. And he shall toss, carry, and pile the said acre
and a half of hay, and shall carry it to the manor, and it
will be reckoned in his works. And he shall have for
each work of mowing as much of the green grass, when
he shall have mowed it, as he shall be able to carry on
the point of his scythe. And when he has carried the
said hay he shall have, at the end of the said carrying,
the body of his cart full of hay. And he shall reap in
autumn from the feast of St. Peter to the feast of St.
Michael through the whole autumn, 24 works, without
food from the lord, the price of one work being 1d.
And he shall carry the grain of the lord and pile it, and
it shall be accounted for in his works.

1. What informmation do these passages frovide con-
cerning the work, dutics, and responsibilities of landlords ?

2. Give a geueral account of the life of a medieval
agricultural labourer.



CMAPTER VI
MEDIA;VAL MANUFACLURE

WE are all accustomed to regard modern England
as a manufacturing country. Most of our national
wealth is derived from the great manufacturing
industries which employ far more pcople than the
natural resources of the country could maintain.
We are, in fact, a manufacturing and commercial
nation, and it is difficult to picture a period in our
history when manufactures played little part in the
national life. But until the great Industrial Re-
volution of the eighteenth century our manufactures
were of less importance than our agriculture, and
in early times there were hardly any manufactures
at all.

So long as the little communities which made
up the population of England were self-supporting,
providing, as far as possible, for all their necds
from the resources of the community itself, manu-
factures were in their initial stage of growth. All
the things that had to be made were made by the
family, for the usc of that household alone. It
soon became plain that it was more economical and
more convenient to allow certain articles to be
made by special men, who would spend most of

their time in working at their own particular crafts.
3



44 THE ENGLISH NATION [PART 1.

We have seen that these craftsmen formed them-
selves into gilds; but cach one looked after his
own business, bought his own materials, and sold
his own goods. This was the way in which most
manufactures were conducted during the Middle
Ages. There were no factories th which hundreds
or thousands of artisans worked for an,employer
and received wages; each craftsman was his own
buyer, manufacturer, and salesman. 1f he pros-
pered, so that more work came to him than he could
perform unaided, he might obtain the help of onc
or two apprentices or journeymen. The apprentices
were youths who learnt the craft under the direction
of the master, and were “bound” to serve him
and obcy him for a number of years; the journey-
men had passed out of the apprenticeship stage and
worked for wages. Until the fifteenth century this
system was in force throughout IEngland. Its
development into the modern factory system will
be shown later.

The principal manufacture, practised largely, of
course, as a domestic industry, in the days of the
Norman and Plantagenet kings was the making
of coarse woollen cloth. The weavers of London
formed an association—a kind of craft gild—as
early as the beginning of the twelfth century. It
may be that this association was formed for purposes
of protection by forcign weavers who had settled
in England; .at any rate, we know that Flemish
weavers had settled in this country shortly after the
Conquest, and to foreigners England owes much of
its early progress in cloth-making ; from them most
of the improvements in manufactures were learnt.
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At the same time, Flanders was the great manu-
facturing country of Europe, and most of the wool
which England produced was sent to the Netherlands
to be woven there. The English Government from
time to time tried to encourage the growth of the
English woollen manufacture at the expense of
Flanders by forbidding the export of wool; but
such regulations could not possibly be kept for long.
The growth of the industry in England was slow :
the English people appeared to have little aptitude
for its development, and seemed to make real
progress in the improvement of existing manu-
factures and the establishment of ncw ones only
when assisted by foreign immigrants. Norfolk and
Suffolk were the chief centres of the weaving trade,
and some cloth was manufactured also in the west
of England. Edward 111. was responsible for a very
considerable improvement in the English textile
industry. He caused many Ilemish weavers to
settle in England, and laws were passed cffering
protection to foreign craftsmen settling here. This
protection, by the way, was necessary, for the
English craftsmen, realising perhaps their inferiority
to the foreigners, were very much inclined to be
jealous of them, and frequently the lot of an immi-
grant manufacturer was not a happy one: but in
time the feeling of hostility would die down, and the
newcomer would be admitted to the craft gild.

ProTi.CTION FOR JOHN KEMPE (1331)

The King (Edward 111.) to all his bailiffs, etc., greeting.
Know ye that whereas John Kempe of Flanders, a
weaver of woollen cloths, has arrived with the intention
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of settling in our kingdom of England for the purpos
of exercising his craft, and instructing and teachin;
those who wish to learn from him, and has brought witl
him ccrtain men and servants and apprentices of hi
craft ; we receive into our protection the said John, hi
men-servants and apprentices aforesald and all his good
and chattels.

We promise likewise to all men of that craft, anc
to dyers and fullers, wishing to come from acioss the se:
and settle in our said kingdom for the like purpose, tha
similar letters of protection will be made out.

Fyom an AcT OF PARLIAMENT OF 1336

It is accorded by our Sovereign Lord the King
his Prelates, Earls, and Barons, with the Assent of the
Commons in the Parliament suimnmoned at Westminster
That no merchant, foreign or denizen, upon pain o
forfeiture of life, shall bring or cause to be brought, by
himself nor by other privily nor openly from hence
forth any wools out of the realm, till by the King anc
council it be thereof otherwise providcd.

Also, it is accorded that no man nor woman, grea
nor small, of England, Ircland, nor Wales, of whatcve:
estate or condition he be, the King, Queen, and thei
children orly excepted, shall wear cloth other than i
made in England, Ireland, or Walcs, upon pain of for
feiture of the same cloth, and further to be punished a
the King’s will. . . .

Also, 1t is accorded and established that no merchant
foreign nor denizen, nor none other, shall bring or cause
to be brought privily nor openly into the said lands of
England, Ireland, or Wales any cloths made in any othe:
places than in the same. . . .

Also, it is agcorded that all the cloth-workers of strange
lands, of whatsoever country they be, which will come
into Itngland Ireland, or Wales, shall cume safely and
surely, and shall be in the ngs protection and safe
conduct, to dwell in the same 1ands, choosing where they
will ; and to the intent the said cloth-workers shall have
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the greater will to come and dwell here, our Sovereign
Lord the King will grant them franchises, as many and
such as may suffice them.

From a STATUTE OF 1363

... For the outrageous and excessive apparel of
divers people against their estate and degree to the
great destiuction and impoverishment ofeall the land ;
1t is ordained that grooms and servants have clothes
whereof the whole cloth shall not exceed two marks,
and that they buy no cloth of higher price. . . . That
people of handicraft, and yeomen, shall not take nor
wear cloth of a higher price than within forty shillings
the whole cloth . . . and that their wives and children
be of the sume condition in their vesture and apparel. . . .
That knights shall take and wear cloth of six marks
the whole cloth, for their vesture, and of none higher
price ; and that they wear not cloth of gold, nor mantle,
nor gown furred with miniver nor of ermine. . . . That
carters, ploughmen, oxherds, shepherds, all other keepers
of beasts, threshers of corn, and all other people that
have not forty shillings of goods shall not take nor wear
any manner of cloth but blanket and russet of twelve
pence, and shall wear girdles of linen according to their
estate. . . . And it is ordained that if any wear contrary
to any of the points aforesaid, he shall forfeit to the King
all the apparel that he hath so worn against the form of
this ordinance.

From a STATUTE OF 1406

. . . Notwithstanding the good statutes before made,
the children whose fathers and mothers have no land
nor rent nor other living, but only their service or
mystery, be put by their said fathers and mothers and
other friends *o serve and bound apprentices to divers
crafts within the cities and boroughs of the rcalm .
so that there is so great <:arcity of labourers and other
servants of husbandry that the gentlemen and other
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people of the realm be greatly impoverished for the
cause aforesaid: Our Sovereign Lord the King, con-
sidering the said mischief and willing thereupon to

rovide remedy, by the advice and consent of the Lords
IS)piritual and Temporal, and at the request of the
Commons, hath ordained and established, That no man
nor woman, of whatever estate ot condition they be,
shall put their son or daughter, of whatsoever age he
or she be, toeserve as apprentice, to no craf nor other
labour within any city or borough in this realm, save he
have land or rent to the value of twenty shillings by the
year at the least ; but they shall be put to other labours,
as their estates doth require, upon pain of one year’s
imprisonment.

IFFrom a STATUTE OF 1455

Whereas it is showed to our Sovercign Lord the King,
by the grievous complaint of the Silk Women and
Spinners of the mystery and occupation of silk-working,
within the City of London, how that divers Lombards
and other strangers, imagining to destroy the said
mystery, and to enrich themselves, have brought and
daily go about {o bring into the realm ribbands and
other things concerning the said mystery and occupa-
tion, in no manner bringing any good silk unwrought,
as they wcre wont to bring heretofore, to the final
destruction of the said mysteries and occupations
unless it be the more hastily remedied by the King’s
Majesty ; for reformation thereof the same our Sovereign
Lord the King, by the authority aforesaid, will and hath
ordained and established, That if any Lombard or any
other person, stranger or denizen, bring or cause to be
brought by way of merchandise any vrought silk,
ribbons of silk, or any other thing touching the mystely
of the silk wemen, into any port or place of the realm
from beyond the sea, those things shall be forfeit.

1. What do vou consider to have been the obiect of the
Statutes of 1336 and 13637 V.'us it likely that their pro-
vistons would be fully kept ?
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2. State the intentions of Parliament as expressed in
the Statute of 1406. Was this, do you think, the best way
to go to work ?

3. Explain carcfully the attitude of the English towards
foreigners in the fourteenth century.



CHAPTER VII
MEDLEVAL COMMERCE

It has already been remarked that Lefore the Norman
Conquest there was very little commerce between
England and foreign countries ; all the necessarics
of life were produced at home, and luxuries were not
in great demand among the uncultured and ignorant
peasantry of carly Ilngland. Of course, somc of the
refinements of other more advanced nations found
their way to the Iinglish royal court and the families
of the nobles, but until a higher standard of civilisa-
tion was instituted under Norman rule there was
very little necessity for an extensive loreign {rade.
But with the Conquest came a great and im-
portant advance in this direction. The Norman
kings had lands in France as well as in England,
and communication between the two countries was
greatly cxtended. The Normans had far greater
desires for the pleasures and luxuries of life than
had the English, and their demand necessitated a
considerable increase in the import of articles which
native craftsmen could not produce. Some stimulus,
too, was given to commerce by the Crusades ; new
trade routes were developed between the countries
of the Fast and Europe, ~nd the increased com-

mercial activity affected England to some extent.
50
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During this early period the foreign trade of
the country was almost entirely in the hands of
foreigners, and it was only by the exercise of all
kinds of regulations and restrictions that they were
prevented from interfering in the internal trade as
well.  The Teutonic Hanse established itself in
London early in the thirtcenth century. ‘This
organisation, which had branches in ail the countrics
of northern Europe, was a body of German mer-
chants, who had their chief centres at Liibeck and
Cologne ; they formed a settlement in London, and
carried on commerce, from the other eastern ports
as well, with Germany and the Baltic countrics,
providing England with furs and fish. The trade
with the southern countries of Europe was controlled
by the merchants of the Italian republics, among
which were Florence, Venice, and Genoa ; London
and Southampton were the chief ports for this trade,
which consisted largely of silks, spices, fine cloth,
jewels, and other luxuries. There was also an ever-
increasing trade between England and France, and
this was carried on in vesscls belonging to both
countries ; it was, in one way, the most important
trade of all, for it consisted chiefly of the import
into England of wine and salt, articles which were
of general demand throughout the country. Other
imports included articles which were uscful for the
farm, such as mill-stones, canvas, and tar (to hecal
disease in sheep). In return for these various
imports, England exchanged raw materials, and
the first place among these is taken by wool. For
many centuries this commodity was the principal
export and the source of much of England’s wealth.
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The distribution of imported goods throughout the
country was not a continuous process : there was not
a sufficiently large amount of trade to maintain a
steady stream of commerce all the year round;
conscquently it was found convenient to concentrate
the trade in fairs, which were held #n different towns
at various times during the year. These fairs gave an
opportunity for intercourse between merchants and
traders from all parts of the country and all the
nations of Furope, and they were useful to all classes
of society. They were held at Boston, Stamford,
Oxford, Nottingham, and many other places, but
the two largest, which were famous throughout
Europe, were held at Stourbridge, in Cambridgeshire,
and at Winchester. The former was convenient
for the Baltic and north IEuropean trade ; it lasted
for three weeks in September, and the most import-
ant business was the sale of wool and the purchase
of the imports of the Ilanse merchants, but all
trades and nations were represented in the temporary
shops or booths of this great annual assembly of
traders. Winchester Fair was connected with the
ports of London and Southampton, and the com-
modities of southern Europe and of the East were
offered for sale in the streets of the little town which
occupied the slopes of St. Giles’ Hill during the
sixteen days of the fair.

It is important, in conclusion, to know something
of the conditions under which the trade and
commerce of the country were carried on. In
those early days there was no idea of freedom of
individual action either in ind 1stry or in trade. But
there was something which was at that time of even
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greater importance than freedom, and that was
security ; and in order to obtain security it was
necessary to make and enforce regulations and re-
strictions. We have already scen that the merchant
and craft gilds made claborate rules for the govern-
ment of the various industries and internal trade ;
and foreign commerce was soon brought under the
control of a central authority, namely, the Crown.
As soon as foreign intercourse assumecs large pro-
portions we find laws being passed to rcgulate it,
and the policy of Edward 1. and of Edward 111. finds
expression in numerous legal enactments designed
to foster commerce to the grcatest possible extent
for the benefit of the country and of the royal
revenue. Foreigners were encouraged to import
goods, and steps were taken to ensurc the sovereignty
of the sea for England. Such measures as were
passed by these kings certainly brought about a
great and lasting incrcase in trade, but English
merchants were inclined to be very jealous of the
facilities afforded to foreigners. The most important
piece of legislation in connection with the commerce
of this period was the Ordinance of the Staple,
passed in 1353. Edward 11 had just been engaged
in a war with France, one important result of which
was the capture of Calais and the establishment of
a safe route to the Continent. Many experiments
in the regulation of commerce had already been
tried, and the Ordinance of the Staple represented
the ideas which appeared to be most satisfactory
for the general welfare. The principle was that a
certain town, or certain particular towns, should be
selected as centres to which all commodities intended
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for export should be brought, so that the business
transacted should be under proper supervision and
control ; these towns werc the * staple ”’ towns, and
by the Ordinance of 1353 there were ten of them
assigned for the exclusive sale of wool and other
articles. Ten years later a staplé was established
at Calais, in order to attract foreign merchants
who could not be tempted to come into England
in spite of the arrangements made for their con-
venience.

These cfforts to regulate commerce were inspired
by the best motives, to protect property, to sup-
press unfair dealing, and to foster and encourage
international rclations.

From HENrRY oF HunTINGDON'S HisTORY (about 1155)

Britain is rich in metallic veins of iron, tin, and lead.
Some of these contain silver also, though not so com-
monly ; silver, howcver, is reccived from the neigh-
bouring parts of Germany, with which an extensive
commerce is carried on by the Rhine in the abundant
produce of fish and meat, as well as of fine wool and fat
cattle which Britain supphcs so that money appears to
be more plentiful there than in Germany itself, and all
the coins introduced into Britain by this traffic are of
pure silver.

From MacNA CARTA (1215)

All merchants shall have safe and secure exit from
England, and entry to England, with the right to tarry
there and to move about as well by land as by water, for
buying and selling by the ancient and 1:ght customs,
quit from all evil tolls, except such merchants as are of
the land at war with us. And if any such are found in
our land at the beginning of the war they shall be de-
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tained, without injury to themselves or their goods, until
information be received by us, or by our chief justiciar,
how the merchants of our land found in the hostile country
are treated ; and if our men are safe there, the others
shall be safe in this land.

From the CHARTER OF EDWARD II. FOR THE
St. GILES’ FAIR, WINCHESTER (I349)

Know ye, that whereas the Lord Willia;n of renowned
memory, erst King of England, our ancestor, did grant by
Charter . . . afair at St. Giles’ Church, on the hill to the
east of the city, for three whole days, . . . and afterwards
King Henry granted a fair for eight whole days, . .
and subsequently the Lord Stephen of famous memory,
formerly King of England, also by charter granted six
full days additional to the fair, so that in all it should last
fourteen days, . . . and the Lord Henry of good memory,
successor to King Stephen, afterwards granted cight days
in augmentation of the fair, so that it should thenceforth
last sixteen days: ... the fair shall be proclaimed
in the following form: viz., let no merchant or other
for these sixteen days, within a circuit of seven leagues
round the fair, sell, buy, or sct out for sale, any mer-
chandise in any other place than the fair, under penalty
of forfeiture of goods to the Bishop. . . . And during
fair-time the Marshal shall daily ride, immediately after
sunset, through the midst of the fair, and proclaim
publicly that every trader is forthwith to shut his stall ;
and after this proclamation no one may scll, or offer for
sale, any merchandise, and if he does so and is convicted,
he shall pay a fine to the Bishop. . . . And no trader
shall have any fire within the fair by night unless it be
in lamp or mortar; and if any one do otherwise, he shall
be fined. . . . And no tradesman of Winchester or other
man shall sell or offer for sale any merchandise or goods
in the City during the sixteen days of the fair ; and if
they do, such goods shall be forfeited to the Bishop. . . .
And the Bishop’s scrvents shall take and carry to the
pavilion and in presence of the Justiciaries prove and
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assay all measures, balances, weights, and ell-wands of
the city, of the falr and the seven- -league circuit.

And no citizen of Winchester or person not a member of
its Merchant Gild may cnter the fair with his mer-
chandise and wares without a fine to be paid to the
Bishop. . . . And the Bishop, during the sixteen fair-
days, shall take toll or custom at alb the city gates . . .
for every bale of wool four pence . . . for every burden
borne by a man one penny ; fora falcon sold, feur pence ;
an ape, four pence; a bear four pence ; for a cask of
wine and cider, four pence ; for a raw hide, a halfpenny ;
if thirteen geese be sold, one of them. And none shall
be quit of such toll save the merchants and citizens of
London, Winchester, and the Honour of Wallingford.

From the ORDINANCE OF THE STAPLE (1353)

Whereas, good deliberation having been taken with
the Prelates, Dukes, Earls, Barons, and Knights of the
Counties, and of the Commons of Cities and Boroughs
of our Realm of England, for the damage which hath
notoriously come as well to us and to the great men as
to our peoplef the realm of England, and of our lands of
Wales and Ireland, because that the staple of wools,
leather,.and woolfells have been holden out of our realm ;
we have ordained and stablished the things under-
written :— °

First, that the staple of wools, leather, woolfells, and
lead, growing or coming forth within our said realm
and lands, shall be perpetually holden at the places under-
written, that is to say, for England at Newcastle-upon-
Tyne, York, Lincoln, Norwich, Westminster, Canterbury,
Chichester, Winchester, Exeter and Brlstol for Wales,
at Caermalthen ; for Ireland, at Dublin, Watcrford,
Cork, and Drogheda, and not elsewhere: And that all
the said wools, as well old as new, woolfells, leather, and
lead, which shall be carried out of the said realm and
lands shall be first brought to tliesaid staples, and there
the said wool and lead, betwixt merchant and merchant,
or merchant and others, shall be lawfully weighed by the
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standard ; and every sack of the same wools so weighed
be sealed under the seal of the mayor of the staple ; and
that all the wools so weighed and sealed . . . shall be
brought to the ports underwritten, that is to say : from
York to Hull, from Lincoln to Saint Botolf, from Norwich
to Great Yalmouth from Westminster to London, from
Canterbury to Sax‘xdwich and from Winchester to
Southampton.

Also, to 1cplemsh the said realm and lands with money
and plate gold and silver, and merchandises of other
lands, and to give courage to merchant strangers to
come with their wares and merchandises into the realm
and lands aforesaid, we have ordained and established
that all merchant strangers, which be not of our enmity,
of what land or nation that thcy be, may safcly and
surely under our protection and safe-conduct come and
dwell in our realm where they will, and from thence
return with their ships, wares, and all manner of mer-
chandises, and freely sell their merchandises at the staple
and elsewhere within the realm, to any that will buy
them, paying the customs thereof due.

1. Which seem to you to be the most interesting of the
Fair regulations ?  Give reasons for your opinion.

2. Describe the general effect of the Ordinance of the
Staple.

3. Compare the staple towns of the fourteenth century
with the important towns of England ul the present time.



CHAPTER VITI
THE BLACK DEATH

WEe have described the manorial system and the
conditions under which the inhabitants of England
passed their lives under Saxon and Norman govern-
ment. So long as this government was strong and
effective, the material progress of the nation was
steady and continuous. It was interrupted occa-
sionally by periods of weak rule, of which the worst
example was the time when Stephen was king,
from 1135.to 1154 ; but after this disastrous reign
civil troubles were not so frequent, and people
might follow their occupations with fair safety and
sccurity. During the two following centuries the
manorial system continued, but certain tendencies
gradually asserted themselves, and some alteration
was effected.

It has been convenient to regard the subordinate
classes of the rural population as consisting of
well-defined and separate sections, such as villeins,
socmen, and cottars. It is not necessary to suppose
that these (lasses were rigidly scparated, but the
terms serve well enough to indicate a broad dis-
tinction. However, as time went on, men who
held no land, or whose holdings were so small as

to leave them with time to spare, formed a class of
58
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labourers who were willing to sell their services for
money wages. This class tended always to increase,
because there was an ever-increasing demand for
labour of this kind. The demand came {rom the
lords of the manor, who were generally adopting
the practice of cultivating their demesnes by hired
labour in preference to the unwilling boon-work
and week-work of their villeins. The latter usually
found it more advantageous to devote all their time
to their own land and pay a fixed money rent to
their lords instead of rendering the old services in
labour. This commutation, as it was called, of
labour services for moncy payments satisfied both
villeins and lords, and became a very common
practice. It is noteworthy that it tended to im-
prove the position of the serfs, who were not bound
to the manor so closcly as before ; if the lord could
dispense with the labour of the villein he would be
much more willing to give him his freedom, so
long as there was a sufficient supply of hired labour
to be had. Although scrfdom was not entirely
abolished until the end of the sixteenth century, a
considerable advance towards freedom had bcen
made when the Black Death visited the country.

This terrible plague made its appearance just at
the time when the country was in a most flourishing
and prosperous condition, Edward 111. had under-
taken a war with France, and the prowcss of the
English archers had been shown in the glorious
victory of Crecy in 1346. Two years later the
plague reached these shores and commenced its
work of destruction.

The Black Death came from Asia by way of Italy
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and France. It first appeared at the seaport towns
and spread rapidly all over the country, and from
a careful study of reliable records it has been
calculated that at lcast one-third of the whole popu-
lation of the country pcrished. The chroniclers of
the time no doubt exaggerated the extent of the
ravages of the plague, and some of the ficures they
give are plainly impossible; but from other sources
it seems clear that whole districts were almost
entirely depopulated, monasteries were left with-
out occupants, parishes without priests, manors
without heirs, and the crowded towns, where con-
ditions were very insanitary, suffered very severely
indeed.

The effects of the Black Death were extremely
important. The immediate consequence was a
scarcity of labour, for the poorer classes naturally
suffered most from sickness and from famine ; and
this scarcity of labour meant higher wages both in
towns and in the country. Many tenants died
without heirs, and their holdings passed into the
possession of the lords. Thus the lords had more
land to cultivate, and there was less labour available.
Naturally the labourers took advantage of this
situation to demand higher rates of wages, and
the landowners, rather than let the land go out of
cultivation altogether, were at first obliged to pay
at the dearer rate. It appears that the wages of
the labourers rose by 50 or 60 per cent., and crafts-
men of various kinds also benefited in a similar
way. Now, the employers of labour, quite natur-
ally, disliked paying these higher wages, and steps
were imm~diately taken by them to attempt to
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revert to the old rates. It must be remembered
that those who owned the land were also those who
made the laws, for Parliament consisted almost
:ntirely of barons and proprietors of land; con-
sequently we are not surprised to find that they
snacted a series offlaws, known as the Statutes of
Labourers, which were designed to compel the
workers to accept the old rates of twages. No
labourers were to take, no employers were to give,
higher wages than had been customary before the
plague ; no labourers were to rcfuse offers of work
on the old terms, and they were not to leave their
employment under penalty of imprisonment and
branding. But these laws failed in their objcct;
the demand for labour was greater than the supply,
and the labourers had the advantage. It was
found quite impossible to carry out the Statutes,
and wages remained high. Further, the cxpenses
of the labourers rose very little, if at all ; for their
necessaries, chiefly food, did not depend much upon
the price of labour, which affected manufactures
and articles requiring a considerable amount of
labour in their production. For instance, agri-
cultural implements and building materials were
much more expensive than formerly.

We see, then, that the landowners were very badly
hit, having to pay more for labour and materials,
while the labourers and craftsmen were much better
off than before. The result was that the land-
owners gradually gave up cultivating the land on
their own account, and there was a great increase
in the number of the c¢mall farmers. This result
was not immediate, for, as we shall shortly see, an
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attempt was made in some parts of the country to
compel the villeins to render once more the old
labour services which had been generally discarded
for money rents. But where the old obligations
could not be enforced, the scarcity of labour and its
high price compelled the lords to let their land, if
they could, to tenants who would generallv cultivate
it by the labour of themselves: and their families,
thus avoiding the payment of high wages. At first
it appears to have been customary for the landlord
to provide the stock—that is, all the materials,
cattle, etc.—required for the land, as well as the
land itself; and some of the tenant-farmers
flourished so well that they were soon able to
provide stock for themselves.

Thus the Black Death, which was in itself a
terrible catastrophe, led directly to changes of the
utmost importance in regard to the conditions of
the inferior classes. They became more independ-
ent, more prosperous, and more intelligent ; their
relations with their lords underwent a considerable
change; many became free tenants, and landless
labourers were often able ultimately to acquire
land and stock on lease from a landlord. The old
system was breaking up, villeinage was disappear-
ing, and these tendencies received a great stimulus
from the plague.

From KNIGHTON’S HISTORY

The grievous plague penetrated the sea-coasts from
Southampton and came to Buistol, and there almost
the whole strength of the torvyn died, struck as it were
by sudden death; for there were few who kept their



cuar. viir.] THE BLACK DEATH 63

beds more than three days, or two days, or half a day ;

and after this the fell death broke forth on every side
with the course of the sun. There died at Leicester
in the small parish of St. Leonard more than 380; in
the parish of Holy Cross more than 400 ; and so in each
parish a great number. . . . In the same year there was
a great plague of sheep everywhere in the realm, so that
in one place there died in onc pasturage morc than
5000 sheen, and so rotted that neither beast nor bird
would touch them. And there were small prices for
everything on account of the fear of death. For there
were very few who cared about riches or anything elsc.
For a man could have a horse, which before was worth
40s., for 6s. 8d., a fat ox for 4s., a cow for 12d., a heifer
for 6d., a fat wether for 4d., a sheep for 3d., a lamb for
2d., a big pig for 5d., a stonc of wool for gd. Sheep and
cattle went wandering over fields and through crops, and
there was no one to go and drive or gather them, so that
the number cannot be reckoned which perished in the
ditches in every district for lack of herdsmen ; for there
was such a lack of servants that no one knew what he
ought to do. In the following autumn no one could
get a reaper for less than 8d. with his food,»a mower for
less than 12d. with his food. Wherefore many crops
perished in the ficlds for want of some one to gather
them ; but in the pestilence year, as is above said of other
things, there was such abundance of all kinds of corn
that no one much troubled about it. . . . Priests were
in such poverty that many churches were widowed and
lacking the divine offices, masses, matins, vespers,
sacraments, and other rites. A man could scarcely
get a chaplain under £10 or 10 marks to minister to a
church. And when a man could get a chaplain for 5 or
4 marks or even for 2 marks with his food when there
was an abundance of priests before the pestilence, there
was scarcely any one now who was willing to accept a
vicarage for £20 or 20 marks; but within a short time
a very great multitude of those whose wives had died
in the pestilence flocked into orders, of whom many
were illiterate and little more than laymen, except so
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far as they knew how to read, although they could not
understand.

Meanwhile the king sent proclamation into all the
counties that reapers and other labourers should not
take more than they had been accustomed to take under
the penalty appointed by statute. But the labourers
were so lifted up and obstinate that they would not
listen to the king’s command, but if any one wished to
have them he had to give them what they wanted, and
either lose his fruit and crops or satisfy the lofty and
covetous desires of the workmen. . . . And afterwards
the king had many labourers arrested, and sent them to

rison ; many withdrew themselves and went into the
orests and woods; and those who were taken were
heavily fined. Their ringleaders were made to swear
that they would not take daily wages beyond the
ancient custom, and then were freed from prison. And
in like manner was done with the other craftsmen
in the boroughs and villages. . . . After the aforesaid
pestilence many buildings, great and small, fell into
ruins in every city, borough, and village for lack of
inhabitants, likewise many villages and hamlets became
desolate, all having died who dwelt there. . . . Mag-
nates and lesser lords of the realm who had tenants made
abatements of the rent in order that the tenants should
not go away on account of the want of scrvants and the
general deainess, some half the rent, some more, some
less, some for two ycars, some for three, according as
they could agree with them. Likewise, those who re-
ceived of their tenants day-work throughout the year,
as is the practice with villeins, had to give them more
leisure, and remit such works, so that the homes should
not be rvined and the land everywhere remain entirely
uncultivated.

From the SECOND STATUTE OF ILABOURERS (1350-1)

Whereas late against the malice of servants, which
were idle, and not willing to serve after the pestilence
without taking excessive wages, it was ordained. by our
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Lord the King . . . that such manner of servants, as
well men as women, should be bound to serve, receiving
salary and wages, accustomed in places where they ought
to serve in the 20th year of the King that now is, or five
or six years before; ... and now forasmuch as it
is given the King to understand in this present Parlia-
ment that the said servants having no regard to the
said ordinance, but to their ease and singufar covetise,
do withdra'v themselves to serve great men and other,
urfless they have wages to double or treble of that they
were wont to take the said twentieth year, to the great
damage of the great men, and impoverishing of all the
commonalty : Wherefore . . . be ordained and estab-
lished the things underwritten :(—

First, that carters, ploughmen, drivers of the plough,
shepherds, swineherds, dairymen, and all other servants,
shall take wages accustomed the said twentieth year or
four years before . . . and that none pay in the time
of haymaking but a penny a day; and a mower of
meadows for the acre five pence, or by the day five pence ;
and reapers of corn in the first weck of August two
pence and the second three pence and so till the end
of August, and less in the country where less was wont
to be given, without meat or drink ; and that all work-
men bring openly in their hands to the merchant towns
their instruments, and there shall be hired in a common
place and not privily.

Also, that none take for the threshing of a quarter
of wheat or of rye over two pence, and the quarter of
barley, beans, pease, and oats one penny, if so much
werc wont to be given . . . and that the same servants
be sworn two times in the year before lords, stewards,
bailiffs, and constables of every town, to hold and Jdo these
ordinances; . . . and that those which refuse to make
such oath or to perform that they be sworn to shall be
put in the stocks by the said lords by three days or more,
or sent to the next gaol there to remain till they justify
themselves.

Also, that carpenters, masons and tilers, and other
workmen of houses shall not take by the day for their
work but in manner as they were wont, that is to say :

VOL. IL.—§
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a master carpenter three pence and another two pence,
a master mason four pence and other masons three
pence and their servants one penny, tilers three pence
and their knaves one penny, plasterers and other workers
of mud walls and their knaves, by the same manner,
without meat or drink one shilling from Easter to St.
Michael. . . .

Also that cordwainers and shoemakers shall not
sell boots nor shoes nor none other thing tov<hing their
mystery, in any other manner than they were wont the
sald twentieth year; also that goldsmiths, saddlers,
horsesmiths, spurriers, tanners, curriers, tanners of
leather, tailors, and other workmen, artificers, and
labourers, and all other servants not here specified,
shall be sworn before the justices to do and use their
crafts and offices in the manner as they were wont to
do the said twentieth year, without refusing the same
because of this ordinance. . . .

. . . Also if any of the said servants, labourers, or
artificers do flee from onc county to another, because of
this ordinance, the sheriffs of the county where such
fugitive persons shall be found, shall do them to be
taken at +he commandment of the justices of the
counties from whence they shall flee, and bring them
to the chief gaol of the same county, therc to abide
till the next sessions of the same justices.

1. Give your opinion as to the writer of the first extract.
2. Summarisc the causes, provisions, and probable
resudts of the Statute of Labourers.



CHAPTER IX
THE PEASANTS’ REVOLT

THE Statutes of Labourers, as we have pointed
out, were a failure ; they were the cause of great
irritation, for the landlords did not intend to forego
their privileges and their profits without a struggle.
But the peculiar conditions which followed the
Black Death had shown the peasants of England
that to some extent the remedy for their grievances
was in their own hands—they must take cvery
advantage of the situation and strive their utmost
to maintain the high wages and improved conditions
which had resulted from the scarcity of labour. In
order to pursue this object they formed themselves
into unions, much as the artisans of o-day form
trade unions for the protection of their interests.
Now we must turn to the landlords and ascertain
what steps they took to attempt to restore something
of their old power and profits. It has already been
noticed that the lord had usually been willirg to take
from his viileins money instead of the whole or part
of the work which was due, and which might be
performed in a very half-hearted fashion. It seems
quite clear tnat the landlords, faced with great loss
or evenruin as a result of the events we have described,

often tried to revert to the old order of things and
67
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exact from their serfs the old labour rents which
they had commuted for money payments. The
theory was that all the rights and privileges which
the villeins had obtained had been granted by the
indulgence of the lord, who was entitled to reverse
the arrangements if he chose. New the lords had
control of all the machinery of the law ; if a case
concerning a Villein’s position was brought to trial,
it was in the manorial court of the lord of the manor,
and the verdict was not likely to be favourable
to the villein. The process of commutation was
stopped ; the practice was not so prevalent in some
parts of the country as in others, and in the eastern
counties it had not gone very far; and the labour
services were strictly exacted.

A state of discontent, of friction, and uneasiness
was created. The interests of the lords and of the
peasants were in conflict, and the former, with their
superior power in the courts and in Parliament,
became the object of intense dislike and hatred on
the part of the people they attempted to oppress.
The fact that the peasants were able to form com-
binations against the lords shows clearly that they
realised the danger which threatened them, and that
there was some agency at work which helped them
in the formation of what was practically a national
organisation.

This movement towards organisation was perhaps
assisted by the influence of the followers of Wyclif,
one of the greatest of Englishmen. He taught that
it was wrong to be under the authority ot sinful men,
and that wicked popes, prizsts, friars, or rulers
should not be obeyed. He denounced in strong
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language the sinfulness of the lives of many church-
men, and caused the Bible to be translated into
English so that its truths might be conveyed directly
to the humblest and most ignorant people. His
doctrines were quite revolutionary, and were spread
abroad throughowt the country by his ‘‘ poor priests,”
who appealed to the awakening minds and to the
‘hearts of the countryfolk in a fashion never before
experienced. These preachers naturally sympath-
ised with the wrongs and the sufferings of the
people to whom they preached. They told them
that the hard labour of the people provided ease and
luxury for the lords, who sought to reduce them
again to serfdom; they helped to encourage the
spirit of independence and resistance which was
waiting to be roused in the hearts of the peasants;
and by their practice of moving about from one part
of the country to another they would be able to keep
the various districts in communication, so that the
men of Kent knew exactly the conditions and the
intentiens of the men of Essex and of East Anglia.

The revolt was led by the men of Kent, who,
by the way, were not serfs, but must have been
urged by sympathy with the popular movement.
Risings of the peasants occurred almost exactly
at the same time in the eastern counties and, in
fact, all over England, clearly showing ‘that the
whole revolt was previously arranged.

The object of the revolt was, vaguely, freedom.
Manor-houses and monasteries were attacked, and
documents which gave evidence of serfdom were
sought out and burned. Towns were threatened, and
the bands of peasants from Kent and Essex marched
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on London. They were induced to disperse by
promises, which were not intended to be kept, of
acceding to their demands for release from all
manner of bondage. After the first danger was
over, the various sections of the peasants were
separately defeated and the leadtrs imprisoned or
executed. The revolt was put down with a stern
hand, and the lords appeared to have gained the
victory. This, however, was not altogether the
case ; in reality they had learned a lesson. If the
peasants had had a little more preparation, if they
had not been so unlucky as to lose Wat Tyler, one
of their best leaders, they might perhaps have
succeeded. It might well be that the ideals cherished
by such men as Tyler and John Ball included more
than mere relief from serfdom ; they may have had
visions of the complete destruction of feudalism
and the reorganisation of society. But, however
this may be, it is quite certain that the lords realised
the peril which had threatened them, and from that
time labour services and serfdom gradually ceased ;
the claims of the landlords were dropped and com-
mutation became a general practice.

It is worth noticing that this great and important
revolt did not spring from poverty or want. The
peasants were in a flourishing and prosperous
condition, wages were high, food was abundant.
The insurrection was undertaken in no spirit of
despair ; it was not a last resort of a crushed and
hopeless people. It was rather an expression of
aspiration, the outcome of the new spirit born of
changed conditions and the teachings of Wyclif’s
pricsts.  The insurgents did not succeed in their
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revolt ; but gradually the landlords lost their hold
over the villeins, as altered conditions made their
services less necessary, and serfdom practically
disappeared during the following century.

A LEtTER OF EDWARD 11I.

1364. By the king. The tenants of the manor of
Crondale, which, as we have understood, is of the
ancient demesne of the crown of England, show us that
you demand from them other services and other customs
than they are bound to perform by right, and such as
their predecessors were not accustomed to perform in
the days when the said manor was in the hands of our
progenitors, the kings of England ; to their great hurt
and destruction of their estate, whereat we are very ill
pleased. Therefore we command and charge you not to
demand henceforth of the said tenants nor to burden
them with other services and customs than their an-
cestors, duly redressing what you have done against
them herein, so that they may not have occasion to
complain again to us to obtain remedy. And do not
neglect this, upon the peril which will ensue.

To our beloved in God, the Prior of Winchester.

From the CALENDAR OF PATENT RoLLs (SUM-
MARIES OF DOCUMENTS)

1382. Protection, for life, for the king’s kinswoman,
Muargaret, Countessof Devon,and her household, servauts,
tenants, and possessions, with free ingress into and
egress from the city of Exeter; this protection to be
publicly proclaimed whenever she shall require it, her
tenants, bond and free, being strictly enjoined to render
the services customary before the late disturbance.

1381. Richard 11, charges John Montagu and ten
other persons to organise the resistance to the in-
surrection in the counties of Southampton and Wilts.
All the knights and squires of the two counties must
hold themselves in readiness to march in arms.
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1384. In spite of the evidence taken in his Parliament
of 1382 Richard, at the request of the queen, grants his
pardon to John Haukewode of Salisbury, who has taken
part in the revolt.

1381. The king, in consideration of the revolt which
has recently troubled his realm, charges the Earl of
Warwick and many other persons to maintain peace in
Warwickshire.

1383. The king, at the request of the queca, pardons
John Colles, of the county of Buckingham, the part
taken by him in the insurrection.

1381. The king forbids the sheriffs of Oxford and
Berkshire from setting at liberty without caution the
insurgents who have been or will be arrested in those
counties.

1382. The king grants pardon to the inhabitants of
Beverley, in Yorkshire, for the troubles which have
arisen in that town. Restitution of confiscated goods.
But the inhabitants, except ten of them, have to pay a
fine of eleven hundred marks.

1382. The king, at the request of the queen and by a
fine of ten pounds, pardons Hugh dc Garewell of Lincoln
the part he has taken in the insurrection.

1381. The king orders an inquiry to be made
on the depredations committed by the rebels in the
county of Cambridge, to the injury of John
Luttrell.

From WycCLIF'S TRACT ON SERVANTS AND LORDS

See we now how lords should live in their estate.
First they should know God’s law and study it and
maintain it, and destroy wrong and maintain poor men
in their right to live in rest, peace, and charity, and suffer
no men under colour of them to do extortions, beat
men, and hold poor men out of right by strength of
lordships. . . . Injuries or wrongs are dore to poor men
many ways ; for prelates teach them not truly God’s law,
neither in word nor example ~f holy life, and yet they
curse for the offerings which poor men give, whereas
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they should rather give them worldly goods than take
of them ; for prelates waste in pride, gluttony, and great
feasts of lords and rich men the wealth of poor men,
while the latter are in much pain and wretchedness in
body and soul. . . . Also lords many times do wrongs
to poor men by extortions and unreasonable fines and
unreasonable taxes,*and take poor men’s goods and pay
for them only with white sticks, and despise them and
menace tliem and sometimes beat them when they ask
their pay. And these lords devour poor men’s goods in
gluttony and waste and pride and they perish by mis-
chief and hunger and thirst and cold, and their children
also; and if their rent be not readily paid their beasts
are seized and they are pursued without mercy, though
they be never so poor and needy and overcharged with
age, feebleness, and loss of cattle and with many children.
. . . And so in a manner they eat and drink poor men’s
flesh and blood . . . and men of law, that should destroy
such falseness by their offices, and to each man right
and reason, maintain wrong for money and fees and
robes, and forbear poor men from their right; so that
it is better for them not to seek after their right, be it
never so open, than to pursue and lose more cattle by
deceits and delays and evil wiles that the lawyers
practise. . . . Also strifes and debates are rife in our
land, for lords strive with their tenants to bring them
into thraldom more than they should by reason and
charity; . . . and whoso may be stronger will have his
will done, be it wrong or right. . . . And some lords,
though they scem never so holy and devout in their
prayers, will, in order to maintain the title to their
lordship, beat men out of the county and maintain
other misdoers thereto. . . . In merchants dwells guile
in great plenty, for they swear falsely by Almighty God
in Trinity that their wares cost so much and are so
true and profitable, to beguile people and o teach young
apprentices this cursed craft, and prize them most that
most beguile the people. . . . And yet in clerks dwells
most guile, for they deceive men by their vain prayers
and pardons and indulgences,
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1. What information is o be gathered from the above
summary of some of the instructions of Richard 11. ?

2. What appears to have been the attibude of Wyclif on
social questions ?

3. Enumerate the chicf grievances of the peasants.



CITAPTER X
THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY

DurING the fifteenth century, while the broad
features of English social life remained very much
the same as in the previous two or three centuries,
many important and interesting changes were
silently but surely taking place; the Middle Ages
were drawing to a close, and modern conditions
and ideas were beginning to assume shape and form.
The period is marked by a renewal of the war with
France by Henry v., and by a series of battles, fought
between opposing factions of barons, ‘which are
usually known as the Wars of the Roses. But these
military activities, although somewhat distracting,
did not unduly interfere with the social and industrial
life of the nation, except that the expenses had to
be met, and the country was able to meet them
without serious inconvenience.

In that century we see evidences of all kinds
of decay; the nobility, the towns, royal power, all
participate in this change. But by the end of the
century a general reconstruction seems to have taken
place; the royal authority is re-established, new
towns take the place of the old ones, and a new and
vigorous nobility suppl.nts the feudal aristocracy.

A new division appears in society : it will be remem-
75
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bered that the feudal arrangement was a number
of local groups, each group consisting of individuals
of various positions and privileges, and each con-
nected in some way with the king. But by the time
of the Tudor monarchs the old local divisions were
not so important as the main cldss distinctions, such
as those to which we are accustomed at the present
day. The system of Capitalism had begun to show
signs of life, and the difference between employer
and the employed was the most important line of
separation of classes. The moneyed or capitalist
class rises in power, and the labouring class is
recognised as a definite section of the com-
munity.

The nobles had at first suffered from the effects
of the great plague and the shortage of labour;
but as the demand for wool, both for export and
for home manufacture, increased, they were able to
retrieve their position and rencw their wealth. The
change from arable to pasture went on continuously
during the fifteenth century, and, as we shall see,
resulted iu grave national evils. Fewer labourers
were required, and there is no doubt that some
parts of the country were seriously depopulated.
It is a sign of the new spirit of gain which now pos-
sessed the landowners that they did not make any
attemp: to fulfil their obligations to the inferior
classes, but adopted just that course of action which
was most profitable to themselves. The villeins had
secured their freedom, and a large class of yeomen,
or tenant-farmers, was rapidiy becoming the back-
bone of English country lif:.

In town life, too, change was taking place. The
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gilds still continued to do their work, but in a differ-
ent way. The merchant gild had originally been
established to safeguard the interests of those
engaged generally in trade, and the craft gild was at
first an association of men employed in a particular
trade, formed in order to regulate and protect that
industry. In the fifteenth century the merchant
gild had practlcal]y disappeared, and the craft gilds
had triumphed; but they were no longer societies
for the protection of craftsmen of small capital and
resources ; they no longer strove to secure fair pay
and good conditions for all their members. They
had become associations for the investment of capital,
and the tendency was for a craft gild to become a
close and narrow corporation, with a restricted
membership. The journeymen—those who were
not masters but worked for hire—sank in the social
scale, and another instance is thus provided of the
separation of interests between the tlasses of
employe? and employed.

But industries of all kinds continued to flourish,
cxcepting, perhaps, one of the most impo:tant of all
—the tilling of the soil. It seems certain that the
population of the towns was considerably increased
by labourers from the country districts who found
themselves without employment owing to the
growth of sheep farms; and these laboure:s were
glad to take any opportunity of work which might
present itself. There was thus an abundant supply
of labour for the industries which were practised
in the towns, and naturally the position of artisans
was made much worse. The employers generally
were able to live in wealth and luxury, but there



78 THE ENGLISH NATION [PART 1

is evidence of great misery and poverty among
the lower class.

One of the industries which prospered was the
woollen industry, which, as we must always remein-
ber, was one of the chief sources of the nation’s wealth
throughout the Middle Ages. ot only were large
quantities exported to the manufacturing towns of
Flanders, but the home manufacture was rapidly
increasing. The encouragement given to this in-
dustry by former kings had borne fruit, and in
many parts of the country, more especially in
Norfolk, the manufacture of woollen cloth was a
most important trade.

Commerce continued to expand., but many diffi-
culties had to be encountered by those who sought
wealth in this direction. It scems that the Channel
ports were particularly liable to attack by French
ships and by pirates of all sorts. Frequently sudden
descents vvould be made upon some helpless port,
houses would be burnt, and prisoners ands plunder
carried away. In fact, the southern ports appear
to have cecayed altogether during the fifteenth
century, and much of their trade was transferred to
London and to the ports on the eastern coast. But
the prevalence of this piracy and plundering prob-
ably means that the commerce of the country was
in a flourishing condition, such as would be likely
to attract these lawless sea-rovers. The Govern-
ment seemed unable to afford protection, and the
most common expedient was for the merchants to
collect their vessels together into fleecs so as to be
able to repel any attacks which might be made. A
better plan would have been to develop a strong
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navy, but this wouid have been too expensive a
remedy in those days.

On the whole, the fifteenth century was a fairly
satisfactory one for Englishmen, in spite of the
ever-increasing gulf which was separating the rich
from the poor; 2nd the accession of Henry viI
in 1485, by putting an end to the disturbing and
destructive petty warfare between sections of the
feudal nobility, gave additional security and estab-
lished a firm and settled government, one of the
first essentials for national prosperity.

From the L1IBEL (LITTLE Booxk) or EwcLisH Poricy
(about 1430)

The true process of English policy
From attack to keep this realm in rest
That of our England no man may deny
Nor say in sooth but it is one of the best;
That he who sails south, north, east, and west,
May carry merchandise and keep the admiralty,
That we be masters of the narrow sea.

Shall any prince, whatever be his name,
Who hath nobles very much like ours,

Be lord of sea, and Flemings, to our blame
Stop us, take us, and so fade the flowers
Of English state, and destroy our powers ?

For cowardice, alas! that it so should be,

Therefore I begin to write now of the sea.

Spain and Flanders are to each other brother,

And neither can well live without the other.

They cannot )ive to maintain their degrees

Without our English commodities,

Wool and tin ; for the vvool of England

Sustains the Flemish commons, I understand.
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What then hath Flanders, be the Flemish pleased or loth,
But a little madder and Flemish cloth ?

By weaving our wool into substance

Their commons live, this is their governance ;

Without which they can not live at ease,

Thus they must starve or with us must have peace.

The great galleys of Venice and Florence

Are well laden with things of pleasure,

With all spicery and grocer’s ware,

With sweet wines and all manner of merchandise.
Apes and japes and marmosets tailed,

And trifles that little have availed,

And things with which they neatly cheat our eye,
With things, not enduring, that we buy.

Now, then for love of Christ and of His joy,
Bring England out of trouble and annoy,
Take heart and wit, and set a governance,
Sct many minds without variance

To one accord and unanimity,

Put to good will for to keep the sca.

First for worshlp and proﬁt also,

And to rebuke each evil-minded "foe ;

Thus shall riches and worship to us belong.
Then to the a0ble shall we do no wrong,
To bear coin in figure and in deed,

To our courage and to our enemies’ dread.

[The noble, a coin issued by Edward 1., bore the
imprint of a sword and a ship.]

From “ THE CoMMODITIES OF ENGLAND,” BY SIR
JouN ForTESCUE (before 1451)

These be the commodities of England : First, England
hath three rivers within itself coming out of the sea
into the midst of the land, whoreby the ships of all
nations may convey and sail into the greatest cities
of the land. .
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Secondly, England is endowed and honoured with
many good harbours and good roads. . . .

The third commodity of this land is that the ground
thereof is so good and commodious to the sheep, that
bear so good wool and is so plenteous thereof that
all the merchants of two lands cannot buy that one
merchandise.

The fourth commodity that thec commons have with
them woolien cloth rcady madec at all times to serve the
merchants of any two kingdoms, Christian or heathen.

The fifth commodity i1s the great plenty of ores of
tin, lead, and sea coal.

The sixth commodity is the greatest treasure of the
world, and is most plenty thereof, that is, gold and silver,
whercof we have the worthiest payment passing any
land, Christian or heathen.

The seventh commodity is that the common people
of this land are the best fed, and also the best clad, of
any nation, Christian or heathen.

And also many other commodities that I have not
rehearsed, as iron and salt, honcy and wax, reasonable
cnough ; and so of all the commoditics that are in all
Christian lands God hath sent us part in his realm ;
save only wine and oil, for which God hath sent us right
good ale and mighty drink for the common people,
And thereto more plenty of fish and flesh than to any
couutry of the world.

1. What is your opinion of the views of the writer of
the foregoing poem ?

2. In what way have the ‘' commodities,” or natural
advanitages, of England altered since the fifteenth century ?

voL. 11.—6






PART 11
CHAPTER I

THE CHURCII AND ITS INFLUENCE ON SOCIFTY

BesipES the barons and other landholders, the
villeins, the merchants and the craftsmen, whose
history has been outlined in the preceding chapters,
there was another important class of men whose
influence on the life of the nation during the middle
ages was very considerable ; these were the clerics,
or churchmen. Bishops, abbots, priests, monks,
friavs, all played their part in the making of our
history, and we ought to understand as glearly as
possible the nature ol the influence, both for good
and for evil, which was exercised by the Church
in England.

Christianity first came to England at the end of
the sixth century, at a time when the country was
divided into several kingdoms, which were usually
at strife with cach other. It is important to
remember that the missionaries came from Rome,
and almost from thc very first thc Pope was re-
garded by churchmen throughout England as their
head; they did not belong to small kingdoms,
occupied by petty strife and jealousy; their

organisation was much larger and greater and
83
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more solid, and the example of unity which was
offered by the Church no doubt helped Englishmen
to an idca of the value of a similar unity in the
government of England. This was a very useful
example to sct; and by encouragement of peace
and order the Church did a fine work, although
it could not entirely curb the fierce and restless
spirit of the men of that time.

Much of the work of the Church was done by
the monks. These were men who withdrew from
ordinary pursuits and occupations to live in monas-
teries, where they hoped to find that opportunity
for a godly life which they could not get amidst
the strife and violence of the world outside. They
lived according to a strict rule, spending their time
in hard work, in study, or in prayer. A monastic
life in those early days seemed to be the only
refuge for a man who sincerely wished to live a
good life. Kings and nobles made gifts of land
and property to the monasteries, many of which
grew to be enormously wealthy, and with this
wealth came tue temptation to idlencss and wicked-
ness. But at first the monks fulfilled some very
useful purposcs; they kept learning alive in the
country, for they were almost the only people
with inclination or leisure to devote to study ;
and a very large proportion of the literary work
of the middle ages, including most of the histories
and chronicles, is the work of monks. Further,
they relieved poverty and distress; they never
refused food or shclter to travellers, and they gave
assistance to poor persons; they had abundant
opportunities of doing good, and there is little
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doubt that in many ways their influecnce was
beneficial.

For administrative purposes the country was
divided into districts called dioceses, each in the
charge of a bishop, while the spiritual nceds of
the people in the villages and towns were attended
to by the parish priests. All those who were
attached in any way to the service of the Church
were known as clerks, and their power and wealth
tended to incrcase continually. They regarded
themselves as being apart from the royal authority
and subject only to Rome. This attitude did not
appear likely to assist in the development of sound
and effective government; and Henry 11, who
worked very hard towards this object, tried to
bring the Church under his control, and failed.
His failure shows how vast was the power of this
body, which, however, was beginning to show signs
of cxercising that power on its own behalf, and
not for the general welfarc. England was made
very much poorer by the loss of immense sums of
moncy which were claimed by the Popes; during
the thirtcenth century the papal exactions were a
serious drain on the resources of the country, while
the Church itsell declined considerably in useful-
ness and good influcnce. Churchmen became more
selfish and ambitious, and very often ncglected
their duties. An attempt was made to revive the
true ideals of Christianity by the friars. These
men did not withdraw from the world, like the
monks, but went about among the people, teaching
them and helping tlem in any way they could.
They did not attach themselves to any existing
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religious body, but wandered about from place to
place, living in poverty and depcndent entirely
upon the charity of the people among whom they
laboured. At first they did very good work, and
their value was recognised by the Church; but
before very long their reputation. for piety and
holy living induced benevolent pcople to make
gifts to their orders, and the inevitable result was
that they degenerated into idleness and uselessness,
and generally did more harm than good.

Towards the end of the fourteenth century there
werc many complaints in England concerning the
position of the Church. Dissatisfaction was ex-
pressed with the Pope, who was by this time a
political as well as a spiritual ruler, and had come
to regard England as one of his chief sources of
revenue ; the bishops, abbots, and friars were
blamed for their insincerity and indifference ; and
the spokesman of all this discontent was John
Wyclif. He did not wish to injure or destroy the
Church, but to improve it and make it a more
real and living force for the benefit of the pcople.
He did not approve of the possession by the Church
of temporal power and wealth, and considered that
these things hindered the good work which might
be accomplished. But most churchmen regarded
his teachings as an attack upon themselves, and
were able to suppress his followers and to destroy
much of the effect of his work, which, however,
had spread to foreign countries, and there produced
notable results, especially in Bonemia.

It was not until the sixteeath century was well
advanced that papal authority in England was
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finally renounced. The Tudor principle of absolute
monarchy could not admit of interference by a
forcign ruler in English affairs, and the advance
of knowledge demanded other changes in the con-
stitution of the Church. As a result of these new
ideas, thec monasftries were suppressed, and the
Church was brought under the control of the
Government.

In spite of innumerable abuses in the course of
its history, in spite of all the indifference, and even
wickedness and crime of which churchmen were
often guilty, the Church played a useful part during
the middle ages. The priests who lived and laboured
in the country parishes and in the towns usually
did their work conscientiously and well, conveying
to the people under their charge the bencfits and
consolations of religion ; although mecdieval re-
ligious ideas were disfigured by much gross super-
stition and ignorance, therc can be no doubt that
without the services in the churches and the minis-
trations of the priests the lives of the common
prople would have been much more depraved
and degraded than they actually we re.

From RoGER oF WENDOVER

In the presence of King Henry (the Second), the
archbishop, bishops, abbots, priors, earls, barons, and
nobles of the kingdom, a recognition was made at
Clarendon (in 1164) concerning certain customs and
liberties of the king’s predecessors, which ought to
be obscrved by all in the kingdom on account of the
dissensions which often arisc between the clergy and
justices of our lord the king and the nobles of the king-



88 THE ENGLISH NATION  [PART IIL

dom. Of these customs, then recognised, a portion is
contained in the following :—

(i) If any dispute shall arise between laics, or between
clerks and laics, or between clerks, let it be tried and
decided in the court of our lord the king. . . .

(iii) Clerks accused of any crime shall be summoned
by the king’s justice into the king’s court, to answer
there for whatever the king’s court shall determine they
ought to answer there . . . and if the clerk skall confess
or be convicted the Church for the future shall not
protect him.

(iv) No archbishop, bishop, or other cxalted person
shall leave the kingdom without the king’s licence. . . .

(vii) When an archbishopric, bishopric, abbacy, or
priory of the king’s domain shall be vacant, it shall be
in the king’s hand, and he shall receive from it all the
revenues and proceeds as of domain. And when the
time shall come for providing for that church, our lord
the king shall recommend the best persons to that
church, and the election shall be made in the king’s
chapel, with the king’s consent, and the advice of the
persons of the kingdom whom he shall have summoned
for that purposc. And the person elected shall there do
homage and fealty to our lord the king, as to his liege
lord, of life and limb, and of his earthly honours saving
his orders before he is consecrated.

This recognition concerning bad customs was sworn
to by all present, who expressly promised by word of
mouth that they would keep and observe them for ever.

From Walsingham's ' HISTORIA ANGLICANA ”

About the same time (about 1377%) there arose in the
University of Oxford a Northerner called Master John
Wyclif, a doctor in divinity, who publicly held in the
schools and elsewhere mistaken and heretical opinions,
contrary to the holding of the Catholic Church, and
especially bitter against the monks and other landed
churchmen. And that he might the more ‘carefully
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glose his heresy and most speciously ecxtend it, he
gathered unto him workers of iniquity—to wit, friends
and associates of one school abiding in Oxford and else-
where ; and these wore russet gowns, for a token of
greater perfection, and walked barefooted, to spread
their heresies among the people and preach them
openly and even pub'icly in their sermons.

And among other things these were the opinions
with which they were primed: that the Church of
Rome is not the head of all the Churches, more than
any other single Church, and that no greater power was
granted to Pcter by Christ than to any other apostle ;
that the Pope has no greater power in the keys of the
Church than any one else in the order of the priesthood ;
that temporal lords may, with law and approval,
deprive a bankrupt Church of its property . . .; that
the Gospel is a sufficient rule of lite for any Christian,
and that all the other rules of the Saints, to which
divers men of religion conform, add no more perfection
to the Gospel than doth whitewash toa wall. . . .

These and many other errors, to the great jeopardy »f
our Faith, were so spread by the said scducers that
lords and magnates of the realm, and many o: the pcople
supported them in their preaching and favoured those
who preached these crrors; doubtless chiefly fcr this
reason, because in their teaching they gave laymen
power to rob churchmen of their temporal possessions.

But when these propositions and ravings had been
cxposed and examined before the Pope, with his own
hand he condemned twenty-three of them as herctical
and idle; and he sent bulls to the Archbishop of
Canterbury and the Bishop of London that they should
have the said John arrested and carefully examined on
the aforesaid propositions. Whereupon the Archbishop

. in the presence of the Duke of Lancaster and Lord
Henry Percy, enjoined silence on him and all others
with regard to these matters. . . . And so both himself
and his followers were silent for some time. But at
length, by the countenance of the temporal Jords, they
afterwards ventured to take up again and spread among
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the laity the same opinions, and others much worse
than those they spread before.

From un Act OF PARLIAMENT OF 1534

Albeit the King’s Majesty justly and rightfully is
and ought to be the supreme hend of the Church of
England, and so is recognised by the clergy of this
recalm in their convocations; yet never heless for
corroboration and confirmation thereof, and for increase
of virtue in Christ’s religion within this realm of England,
and to repress all errors, heresies, and other enormities
and abuses, be it enacted by authority of this present
parliament that the King our Sovereign Lord, his
heirs and successors, shall be taken, accepted and
reputed the only supreme head on carth of the Church
of England, and shall have and enjoy annexed and
united to the imperial crown of this realm as well the
title and style thereof, as all honours, dignities, privileges,
authorities and profits to the said dignity of the same
church belonging and appertaining ; and that our said
Sovercign ILord shall have full power and authority
from time to time to visit, repress, reform, order,
correct, restrain, and amend all errors, heresies, and
enormities whatsoever they be.

I'rom an Act oF PARLIAMENT OF 1530

Forasmuch as notwithstanding the good and whole-
some laws, ordinances, and statutes heretofore enacted

. for the extirpation, absolution, and extinguishment
out of this realm of the pretended power and usurped
authority of the Bishop of Rome by some called the
Pope . . . which did wrest God’s holy word and
testament a long season from the spiritual and true
meaning thereof, to his worldly affections, as pomp,
glory, avarice, ambmon and tyranny. covering and
shadowing the same with his human and politic devices,
traditions, and inventions set forth to promote and
establish his dominion both upon the souls and also
the bodics and goods of all Christian people . . .
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whereby he did not only rob the King’s Majesty, being
the only supreme head of this his realm of England
immediately under God, of his honour and pre-eminence
due to him by the law of God, but spoiled this his realm
yearly of innumerable treasure, and with the loss of
the same deceived the King's loving and obedient
subjects persuading to them by his laws, bulls and
other deceitful means, such dreams, wvanities, and
fantasies as by the same many of them were seduced
and conveyed into superstitious and erroneous opinions ;
so that the King’s Majesty, the lords and commons
in this realm being overwearied and fatigued with the
experience of the infinite abominations and mischiefs
proceeding of his impostures, and craftily colouring of
his deceits to the great damagc of souls, bodies, and
goods were forced of necessity for the public weal of
this realm to exclude that foreign pretended power,
used and usurped within this realm; and to devise
such remedies for their relief in the samc as doth not
only redound to the honour ot God the high praise and
advancement of the King’s Majesty and of his realm,
but also to the great and inestimable utility of the
same.

1. Statethe grounds on which disputes mighi arise between
the King and the Church, and give your opinion as to the
action of Henry 11.

2. Summarisc the views expressed in the passage con-
cerming Wyclif. To what extent would the writer's
opintons be shared by the various classes of Englishmen ?

3. Discuss the value of the Acts of Supremacy to England
generally.



CHAPTER TI

ENGLAND UNDER THE EARLY TUDORS

AvtHoucH the Wars of the Roses had not greatly
interfercd with the English nation as a whole, and
had not matcrially disturbed the progress and
prosperity of the people, the accession of Henry vir.
in 1485 was a welcome rclief to the unrest which
had prevailed throughout the country for so many
years. His ideal was that of a thrifty and pros-
perous nation, wisely controlled by a despotic but
fatherly monarch, and few were found to oppose
him in Lis coursc. The industrial and commercial
classes readily agreed with a system of government
which cnsured peace and liberty to follow their
occupations undisturbed, and the already decaying
feudal nobility had practically disappearcd during
the late struggles.

Henry himself set a good example by his eco-
nomical administration, and by his support of trade
and commerce. He wished to retain his personal
power ; for this purpose he desired to have direct
control of the greatest possible amount of money ;
and so he encouraged commerce, which was rapidly
becoming a source of coasiderable wealth. He
made commercial trecatics with foreign countries,

including Flanders, which had been for a long time
92



cuap. 1] THE EARLY TUDORS 93

the chief market for English wool. He saw that it
was in every way to his advantage to get the support
of those of his subjects who were concerned in
industry and trade ; for thereby he was able the
more easily to destroy such opposition as came
from the remnant of the old nobility.

In general, we may say that the English nation
at this time was prosperous, flourishing, and con-
tented. But with the accession of Henry vii., a
very great change camc over affairs. That despotic
power which his father had built up, and which
the new King was quite capable of maintaining
and increasing, was used in no wisc or benevolent
fashion, but very greatly to the dectriment of
England.

In the first place, a sclfish desirc for personal
honour and glory induced the king to take part in
quarrels between foreign states; as the monarch
was solely responsible for foreign policy, he was
able to engage England in a number of altogether
foolish, unnecessary, and very expensive military
campaigns. The cost of these wars of coursc had
to be borne ultimately by the nation; and thus
at the very outset, Henry vim. showed himself
utterty regardless of the real interests of his subjects.

This King, although one of the strongest and
ablest of English rulers, must be held directly
responsible for much social misery, which was
caused immediately by his extravagant habits and
his despotic methods. In order to raise money,
he confiscated to his own use the property of the
monasteries.

These institutions owned an enormous amount
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of land and wealth, and the sudden transference
of all this property to the King caused far-reaching
social changes. Much of the land was granted by
the King to his friends, whose chief concern was
to make themselves wealthy without any considera-
tion for the people generally. The monasterics
had to some extent relieved poverty, although
often they may have relicved it unwisely, and even
have fostered it at the same time ; and the dissolu-
tion ultimately bencfited nobody but the King
and his courtiers, while it deprived many poor
people of assistance. It appcars to have been the
original intention of the King to devote the monastic
property to public purposes; but in the end only
a small portion was used for the establishment of a
tew bishoprics and schools.

The King’s persistent reckless expenditure led
himn to decide upon the confiscation of the property
of the gilds. As we have already scen, these gilds
were organisations for dirccting and controlling
various industries in the towns. They had become
close and jealous corporations, rather restricting
than encouraging the cxpansion of industry; and
the result was that many manufactures had been set
up in villages, which were free {from interference.

Owing to the restrictions, then, which these
bodies sometimes placed on trade, they were not
very popular with the general community, and
they did not receive much sympathy. Henry’s
excuse was that the gilds spent some of their money
for superstitious purposes; however this may be,
part of their incomc had certainly been usefully
spent in relieving their poorer members, their
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widows and children. Henry died before he could
complete the spoliation, but it was carried through
in the next reign, and with the exception of London,
which was powerful enough to have resisted forcibly,
all the towns in the kingdom were deprived of their
gild-property.

But these measures of robbery proved insufficient
to fulfil the King’s nceds. He adopted the method
of debasing the coinage ; by this is meant that the
amount of silver in the coins was madec less and less,
while their nominal value remained the same. In
less than fifty years the amount of pure silver in a
shilling was reduccd to onc-seventh of its former
amount. The result was that prices rose consider-
ably, while wages rose but slowly, and not in the same
proportion, and industry was utterly disorganised.

We may say, then, that during the first half of
the sixteenth century England passed from a state
ol comparative prosperily and content into onc of
misery and confusion. No doubt it was well in
some respects for the nation to have a despotic
monarch of great strength and ability to maintain
order and direct affairs during a period of great
change; but the recklessness and extravagance
and unscrupulousncss of Henry viin. were the
chief causes of immense wretchedness among the
people. In the next chapter wc shall show the
nature of the economic changes which accom-
panicd the events of his reign.

From a STATUTE OF 1536

Forasmuch as manifes. sin and abominable living is
daily used and committed among the little and small
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abbeys, priories, and other religious houses of monks,
canons, and nuns, where the congregation of such
religious persons is under the number of twelve persons,
whereby the governors of such religious houses destroy,
consume, and utterly waste their churches, monasteries,
farms, lands and tenements, as well as the ornaments of
their churches and their goods and cattle. . . . In con-
sideration whereof the King’s Most Royal Majesty being
supreme head on earth under God of the Thurch of
England, having knowledge that these things be true,
by the accounts of his late visitations as well as by
sundry credible information, hath thought good that
a plain declaration should be made of the premisses
as well to the lords spiritual and temporal as to other
his living ‘subjects the commons in this present parlia-
ment assembled ; whereupon the said lords and commons
by a great deliberation finally be resolved that it is
and shall be much to the pleasure of Almighty
God and for the honour of this his realm that the
possessions of such spiritual religious houses, now being
spent, spoiled and wasted for increase and maintenance
of sin, should be used and converted to better uses, and
the unthrifty religious persons so spending the same to
be compelled to reform their lives. And thereupon
most humbly desire the King’s Highness that it may be
enacted by authority of this present parliament, that
his Majesty shall have and enjoy to him and his heirs
for ever all such monasteries and other religious houses
of monks, canons, and nuns, which have not in lands
and rents above the clear yearly value of t