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A Searchlight on Gandhi



CALCUTTA CORPORATION AND
DINESH  GUPTA.

Dinesh Gupta was executed for the
murder, on December 3rd 1930, of Lt.-Col.
Smpson, Inspector-General of Prisons for
Bengal.

The Calcutta Municipal Gazette for
July 11th 1931, contained, on its front page,
a portrait of Dinesh Gupta and the follow-
ing report of a meeting of the Calcutta
Corporation:—

"Execution of Dinesh Gupta.
" Corporation's Tribute.
" Meeting Adjourns.

" The Corporation of Calcutta expressed its
sorrow a the execution of Dinesh Chandra
Gupta and adjourned its meeting on Wednesday,
the 8th July.

" When the Corporation assembled, Councillor
Bhupendra Nath Banerjee moved:—

' This Corporation records its senge of grief
at the execution of Dinesh Chandra Gupta who
sacrificed his life in the pursuit of his ideal.’

" The House adopted the resolution standing.

" On the motion of Councillor Madan Mohan
Burman the meeting was adjourned till Friday,
the 10th July.

" The Mayor, in associating himself with the
resolution, paid a tribute to the courage and
devotion of the "
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LEST WE FORGET.!

" The ke¥] of India is London: the maesty of
sovereignty the spirit and vigour of your Parliament
the inexhaustible resources, the “ingenuity an
determination of your people, these ar€ the Keys of

India."
LORD BEACONSFIELD, 1881.

" India is the pivot of our Empire: if this Empire
loses any other part of its Dominions we can survive
—but if we lose India the sun of our Empire will

have set."
LORD CURZON, 18%.

" There Is | know a school of thought who say
that we might wisely walk out of India and that the
Indians could manage their own affairs better than
we can. ~ Anybody who pictures to himself the
anarchy, the bloody chaos that would follow from
any such deplorable step, might shrink from that

decision.”
LORD MORLEY, 1908.






PREFACE

A year ago, when | returned from India, it
was evident that the majority of the British
people failed utterly to realise that in India a
situation of incalculable gravity was developing
with alarming rapidity—a situation which unless
controlled and directed with supreme statesman-
ship, inevitably must lead to the separation of
India from Great Britain, thrusting back that
vast sub-continent into the state of anarchy and
chaos from which it was redeemed by the British.

Should this great calamity come to pass, it
will herald the beginning of the end of the British
Empire as surely as night follows day.

With this firm conviction, | compiled and had
published in the Spring of this year a small
book entitled India on the Brink in which |
endeavoured to compress the essence of the Simon
Report — a compendium of the main factors
responsible for the present critical situation and
a brief survey of the British connection with
India from the year 1600 A.D. when Queen
Elizabeth granted to the East India Company its
first Charter up to January 19th 1931, when the
first Round Table Conference dispersed and the
Indian Delegates returned to India.

| ventured to hope that a compilation of this
nature might in some small measure assist in
arousing the British public to realise, before it
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is too late, that decisons on which the very
maintenance of the British Empire will depend,
must shortly be taken. It is imperative that
the electors of Great Britain should be made to
realise that each of them is vitally concerned that
these decisions shall not be of a nature that will
imperil the Empire. If their responsibility can
be brought home to them, they can yet prevent
this risk by calling upon their representatives in
Parliament to vote against any bill conferring a
new Constitution on India that provides the least
opening for severing the British-India connection,
or that does not furnish adequate and permanent
safeguards for British as well as all Indian
interests. To arouse the electors there is no time
to be lost. This can only be accomplished if
those who grasp the trend of events, especialy
those who have lived in India, will sgze every
opportunity to broadcast the import of these
events. The greatest difficulty to be overcome
is the sheer indifference of the majority of the
British public to the subject of India. Their
interest in Indian questions is as remote as India
itself.

Recently | was told that a Conservative candi-
date for Parliament, addressing a meeting in the
Constituency he contested at the Genera Election,
replied as follows to a request that he should state
his views on the Indian question (subsequently he
admitted in private that he knew nothing about
India): " | think it advisable to express no view
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on this complicated question pending the outcome
of the Round Table Conference” | can well
believe this to be true, and if so, it indicates the
reality of the danger that decisions fatal to the
Empire may be sanctioned through sheer lack of
knowledge.

| fear that with a few notable exceptions the
British Press has failed to give to current develop-
ments in India the constant prominence which
their vital importance to the Empire demands,
and has failed especially to emphasize the signifi-
cance of these developments. A newspaper para-
graph on India giving details of an assassination
or a communal riot may temporarily stir the
readers' interest, but in too many cases it soon
passes from their memory. They are too pre-
occupied with matters which presumably they
think more directly concern them. Yet how
important it is that they should be constantly
reminded that each one of them is vitally
interested in the issues at stake! for should
India be lost through their apathy, the death-knell
of the British Empire would have sounded. The
prevalence of this dangerous indifference even in
India, was instanced in a letter | received recently
from a resident of Cawnpore asknowledging the
receipt of a copy of India on the Brink. He
wrote:—

_ " Your book gathers out of the obscuring fog of
time the various congtituents which go to form" the
present situation.  The average European even in
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India hardly remembers the facts and events which
he has read about with greater or lesser attention
in the political columns of the daily papers during
the last decade: of that | am quite sure.  If he picks
up your book, with a few hours attentive reading,
he ¢an make himself master of the facts, with more-
over a_real understanding of their inner meaning,
and it is extremely important that people should do
0. How far they'will trouble to do so, is unfortun-
ately another question. You know how apathetic
folk” are in India.  Our lives are too full; too full
of work and too full of play: after a hard day's
work, how hard it is—you know from experience—
a man looks for relaxation in some kind of ‘sport, and
if heis not looking for it, his wifeis.  The last thing
he or his wife want to do is to sit in a hot stuffy
&%%rgt and listen to or participate in a political
e

This book | have divided into two parts. In
Part 1. | endeavour to marshal—as far as pos
sible chronologically—data on the Indian situ-
ation as it has developed since the close of the
Round Table Conference in January last. This
summary of recent events discloses a situation of
increasing menace. To visualise correctly the
trend of these events, knowledge of their origin
is essential. Therefore, for the enlightenment of
those who know nothing of, or who have for-
gotten the hideous crimes perpetrated in March
1919 when Mr. Gandhi launched his first cam-
paign of Civil Disobedience, | quote at some length
from the Government of India Committee's
Report thereon. | detail aso, some of the tragic
consequences of his second campaign commenced
in March 1930.
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Part IL | devote to a dissection of Mr.
Gandhi's  Satyagraha gospel.

As Mr. Gandhi originated the Civil Dis-
obedience Movement and has attracted to it many
millions of adherents, it is supremely important
to appraise the true value of his apparently hyp-
notic influence. This—is claimed both by him
and his admirers to be founded on his love of
Truth—a dictionary definition of Truth is—
" conformity of words to thoughts." | quote
somewhat extensively, both from his writings and
utterances. These are so replete with inconsis-
tencies and fallacies that one can only conclude
that Mr. Gandhi, in an exceptional degree, is the
victim of " chaos of thought." The " Truth" he
preaches is the antithesis of " Reality." On it
he founded his policy of Civil Disobedience, in-
citing the ignorant masses to break the law of the
land at the same time exhorting them to be
" non-violent." Twice has he embarked on this
perilous course. On the first occasion, presum-
ably appaled at its fearful consequences, he
admitted that in launching the movement before
the people were educated to " non-violence " he
had committed a " Himalayan miscalculation,"
yet ten years later he committed a " Himalayan
crime," deliberately incurring the terrible respon-
sibility of launching a second campaign of like
character, despite the fact that only a few months
previously he had declared in public that he saw
no sign that the country was educated up to the



Xii PREFACE

point of understanding his doctrine of "non-
violent Civil Disobedience” The second cam-
paign like its predecessor, entailed untold misery
—rapine and murder being again its inseparable
companion.

Mr. Gandhi is representing the Indian
National Congress at the resumed Round Table
Conference.  On the eve of his departure for
England he said: "1 see nothing on the horizon
to warrant hope."

If by that he meant that he did not anticipate
the Conference would uphold the Congress
demands that India should have the right "to
sever at will" its connection with the British
Empire, and repudiate at will " the whole field of
British claims including the public debt of India,"
then, we must trust that his vision of the horizon
was correct, and must hope that his renewed and
constant contact in this country with men whose
goodwill towards their Indian fellow subjects is
beyond doubt, will bring him to realise:—

(1) that he has been and is being used as the tool
of extremists:

(2) that he has had ample proof that a lawless
movement  designed to bring authority into
contempt is bound to get beyond control and
end in tragedy:

(3) that the British people are genuine in their
wish to s India become an equal partner in
the Empire, and that with loyal co-operation
this goal can and will be attained:
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(4) that as the welfare of both countries is so
inter-dependent, and in India there exist so
many conflicting interests, the grant of sdf-
overnment must be subject fo safeguards
or all concerned:

(5) that  in these unique circumstances the
Prowslon of essential safeguards implies not
he slightest inferiority on the part of India
to the sister Dominions where such totally
different conditions prevail that similar
provision is unnecessary.

Mr. Montagu and Lord Chemsford recognised
this fact and dealt with it as follows—

" It s;ems to us axiomatic that there cannot be a
comPI eteIP/ representative and responsible Govern-
ment of India on an e(iual footynﬁ with the other
self-governing units of the British Commonwealth
until” the component States whose people it represents
and to wham it is responsible, or at least the great
ma*orlty of them, have themselves reached the Stage
of Tull responsible Government. Not even then can
we say that the form or the degree of responsibility
which” will be reached in “India will exactly
c,orresfpond to that attained by the Dominions. The
final form of India's constitution must be evolved
out of the conditions of India and must be materially
affected b¥ the need for securing Imperial responsi-
bilities. The dominating factor in the intermediate
process must be the date™at which the Provinces can
rPnoveBtS%V\)/ards responsible government." (M.C. Report.

ara 850.

In 1916, Lord Hardinge, in a farewell spesch
at Dehi when reinquishing his Viceroyalty,
emphassed that progress towards responsble
Government could only be achieved by successve
gages, and referring to the conditions prevailing
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in Dominions, such as Canada and Australia,
which render salf-government possble, saidi—

" A study of the history of these Dominionswould
show that "the d_eveIoEment of their present sdf-
governing institutions had been achieved, not by an
sudden sfroke of statesmanship, but by a process o
steady patient evolution which has gradu I%unlted
and raised all classes of the community to the level
of their enhanced responsibilities.”

The impracticability of at present granting
to India complete Dominion Status was explained
with unanswerable logic by Mr. Lloyd George in
an article that appeared in the Daily Mail on the
13th January 1930. In this article he empha
ssed how widely the conditions governing our
other Dominions differ from those which obtain
in India. | quote the following extract.

" What does Dominion Status mean? As far as
the territories included in the Dominions are
concerned it implies as complete administrative and
legislative_independence as is enjoyed by Britain
herself. Even the Irish reservations would have
made no practical difference in India.

" The Indian Government could have raised and
maintained a powerful army. Could have inde-
pendent representation with évery foreign country:
It might enter into separate commercial treaties with
any other nation however hostile the arrangement
might be to the rest of the Empire. Ambassadors
speaking in the name of the King as King, could
pursue ‘a certain policy in foreign capitals; others
speaklng_ in his name "as Emperor might pursue a
totally different policy.

“4|f British opinion is prepared to accept that
grotesque eventuality, surel?/ (ﬁ) is better to grant
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India full independence at once, rather than submit
the Crown to the possible humiliation of having to
wage diplomatic war against itself in every chan-
cellery in the world.

" It might be said that these considerations apply
equally to existing Dominions. That is perfectly
true, but they have accepted the principle of a whole-
hearted partnership inside the Empire and have
demonstrated their loyalty to that partnership even
to the death. The Lahore Congress makes it clear
that those who would have the control of Government
in India if a Dominion was set up in the immediate
future, have no intention of entering into any
partnershlp with  Britain or with the other
Dominions.

" Those who guote what has happened in Canada
and Australia and South Africa, and even Ireland
as a proof of the wisdom of immediately extending
Dominion Status to India, ignore the elementary
facts of the case. When Canada became a Dominion
it had two races, two languages and two religions.
South Africa had two races and two languages.
South Ireland had one race and one religion (the
number of Protestants in the South being negligible).
Australia and New Zealand are practically British,
but when you come to India there are scores of
different races and at least 179 different languages.
The religious differences are extremely formidable
and add enormously to the complications of Govern-
ment."

At the present moment, as | write, the
prospect of the resumed Round Table Conference
succeeding in formulating recommendations that
meet with general acceptance by its Delegates,
appears remote, and should it fail to do so, it will
disperse without having achieved anything. This
will not mean that the danger is past, as it amost
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certainly will lead to a renewed campaign of Civil
Disobedience and violence on the part of Ex-
tremists. Should this unhappily prove to be the
casg, it is to be hoped that the Government of
India will profit by past experiences and make it
absolutely clear that in the interests of all com-
munities they intend to preserve law and order
at any cost.

Should such a situation arise it will afford a
supreme test of our capacity to govern, and on
the manner in which it is dealt with will depend,
whether in the eyes of the world the prestige of
the British Nation, which in recent years has
been on the decling, is fully restored or irretriev-
ably destroyed.

LONDON, NOVEMBER 193L

[Note—Quotations in _this. book from the following
sources are marked for identification as shown:—Simon
Report (S.R.); Montagu-Chelmsford Report (M.C.);
Government _ of India's’ Committee's Report on the
disturbances in the Punjab etc. 1919 (Hunter Report). In
Chapters | 11 and VI certain_quotations are condensed from

Rlaaaages cwvoted in " The Surrender of an Empire" by
esta H. Webster (Boswell, London).]
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A SEARCHLIGHT

1930.
26th Jan.

2nd Mar.

12th Mar,

5th May

ON GANDHI

CHAPTER 1.

THE MARCH OF EVENTS.

The Indian National Congress pro-
claimed its goa as "Complete Inde-
e\?ndence." In February the Congress
orking Committee = authorised "Mr.
Gandhi “to launch his second Civil
Disobedience Campaign, and on the

Mr. Gandhi advised the Viceroy of his
intentions.

Mr. Gandhi commenced his march
through the country preachln% sedition,
urging his listeners to break the law by
making salt, and to resist police
attempts to take salt from their hands
"until blood is spilt." = For severa
weeks he conducted his campaign
unchecked by Government. Meanwhile
the movement spread with the rapidity
of a rank jungle growth.

Government. suddenly awoke to its
responsibilities, ~ Mr. Gandhi was
arrested and imprisoned in Yerravda
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Gaol, Poona. Iga/thistime the spirit of
IaNlmeﬁ become  deep-rooted
throughout the country. Each day
broug t Congress thousands of new

adherents who flocked to its standard
believing that it was about to triumph
over the Government. In many places
there occurred acts of violent terrorl sm
Congress leaders openl¥ incited
m||| ary and the police to mutiny, and

t became necessary to arrest them and
thougands of their misguided and youth-
{ul followers—paid t0 act as " 'volun-
eers

As Mr. Gandhi now must redise
that his second " non-violent" movement
has resulted in the loss of hundreds of
lives and the infliction of untold miser
and incalculable loss, he must be left
to his conscience, inasmuch as shortly
Refore he launched his second campaign
e

" publicly declared that he saw no s na
that the country was educaiedOCP
point of understanding his doctrin
civil dlsobedlence: neverthe he
launched his campal?n knowmg on his
own confesson that it would lead to the
same abominable desds as marked its
trail ten years ago."—The Statesman.

Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and Mr.
Jayakar permitted to negotiate with
Gandhi and Pandits Motilal _and
Jawaharlal Nehru in Poona Gaol. Th
reect with contumely Lord Irwin's
er to them to attend the Round Table
Conference unless India was to be
permitted to "sever at will" its con-
nection with the Empire and investigate
"the whole field of British clams
including” theso caled National Debt."
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The anniversary of the Congress declar-
ation for " Indépendence.” r. Gandhi
and his fellow protagonists of sedition
and revolution are refeased uncondition-
alelg in the hope that it will create a
befter atmosphere for obtaining Con-
ress participation in a resumed Round
able Conference.

The Viceroy, Lord Irwin, and Mr.
Gandhi meet at Delhi as " two rival
potentates’ (Lord Peel) to  discuss
' peace’ terms. As a preliminary
to calling off civil disobedience Mf.
Gandhi demands.—

1) Withdrawal of the Salt Tax.

2) Release of all prisoners not con-
victed for crimes of violence.

3) The right to picket.

4) The right to boycott. )

5) Restoration of property confiscated
for breaches of thelaw.

(6) An_enquiry into the conduct of the

police.

The Viceroy and Mr. Gandhi sign their
" peace " pact, under which Mr. Gandhi
obtained the following concessions—

(1) The right for dwellers by the sea
to make salt. The salt” law has
K in_ existence from time
immemorial. To the Indians it is
symbolical of autharity and for this
reason Mr. Gandhi selected it for
his first line of attack in his Civil
Disobedience Campaign as the most
%pectacular method of defying the

overnment. Mr. Gandhiinsisted
on this concession, obviously not
for its actual value but because it
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would enable him to proclaim that
the law which he had specially
slected for defiance and tor the
breaking of which he and thou-
sands of others were imprisoned
had been partially abrogated under
his presure.
" Such salt making is not of actual
value—this permisson will not be
used after the first few celebration!
which Congressis sureto organisein
order to impress the masses"—
Daily Herald Correspondent in India.
(2) The Teease  of all Congres
risoners convicted for breachés of
aw other than crimes of violence,
(3) The right to continue peaceful (?)
icketting. o
(4) The right to boycott British com-
modities provided the boycott is not
used as a political weapon.
(5) Restoration of confiscated property
wherever practicable.

Mr. Gandhi agreed to forego his demand for
an enquiry into the conduct of the palice as the
Viceroy considered it to be " undesirable to hold
an enquiry at present.”

It is difficult to understand the qualification
" undesirable at present” as on the—

28th Mar. Lord Irwin when addressing a Police
Parade at New Delhi on the'eve of his
departure, thanking them for the con-
spicuoudy good work they had done
during hisfive years of office, added:

" They have not been easy years for
me, or for you, or for anyone dse con-
cerned in the administration of this
country.
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~ "There have been times, especially
in the last twelve months, when things
have been done which have ben "a
severe test of good temper and restraint,
when the hours of du Y have been lon
and more than usually arduous, an
danger to life and limb has had to be
condantly faced. It is greatly to the
credit of the Police that they have taken
these exceptional difficulties as all in
the day's work.

" Officars and men have shown a fine
example of loyalty, courage and dis
cipline and _have raised the high tradi-
tions of their service to a level of which
they may be rightly proud.

"You may rest assured that the
Government, on their Part, are very
constious of the debt h_% owe your
service on this account. e discipline
and efficiency of a country's palice force
is to a high degree the criterion of a

Government and the measure of

e extent to which the administration

retains the confidence of the population
at large.

" | think that the Government of
India may well congratulate themsdves
on havmg#, as protectors of the King's
peace, a Torce so efficiently organised,
0 well disciplined and, =d of 0
fine a spirit as the Indian Padlice'™

Extract from the Government of Bengal's
resolytion reviewing the Annual Report on Police
?g%rglnlstratlon in"the Presidency for the year

"The civil disobedience movement
Imposd a very heavy strain on the
Bengal Police. "Not only werethe polioe
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charged with the extremely arduous and
often dangerous task of maintaining
order in the face of heavy odds but on
them, as the prime guardians of

and order, was focussed a constant
stream of malicious and. unscrupulous
propaganda from the side of those
whose” object was the destruction of the
administration.

" No praise therefore is too great for
their cheerful endurance of hardship
and discomfort, their fortitude in the
face of personal danger, their restraint
in the face of S?ross provocation and vile
abuse, their steadfast resistance of all
attempts to tamper with their loyalty,
and His Excellency-in-Council welcomes
this opportunity of putting on record his

leep appreciation of their qualt)( and
devotion to duty during the critical days
of the past year.

"His Excellenc%/-in-CounciI. is grieved
to have to record that ten police officers,
including the late Mr. F. J. Lowman,
lost their lives in the course of the year,
two of them being _brutaII% beaten to
death in Midnapore district by villagers
led by civil disobedience " volunteers,"
and that no less than 400 were
injured. . . .

* Crime Satigtics. , . . the number
of cases of serious crime showed an
a]arenz;lsgg increase.  Cases of rioting
incr during the year from 755 t0
1,608, of murdér from 500 to 601, of
dacoity from 693 to 1,103, and of rob-
bery from 386 to 523.

" These figures were to an over-
whelming degree the result of the
doctrines of civil disobedience so assdu-
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ously = preached throughout the vyear.
Experience in Bengal "has shown “that
disturbed political conditions are invari-
bly reflected in an increase in crimes of
violence and parncular% of dacoity.
"The history of 1030 has repeated
that of 1922, when, following on the
non-co-operation movement, the number
of dacoity, robbery and rioting cases
showed an increase of 55 per cent,
34 per cent., and 36 per cent, respec-
tlveP_/', over the qumguennlal average
for the years 1916 to 1920. )
" During the year the Congress did
their utmost to wreck the Chaukidari
stem and succeeded to this extent that
t_gty_hampered—very seriously in some
districts—the prevention and detection
of crime. At the same time, the
resources of the regular police were
strained to the utmost in dealing with
the activities of " volunteers’ and
others whose abject. was avowedly to
bring the administration to a standstill."

I§|pea\kin in_the Benga = Council the
on. W. D. R. Prentice said :—

" Since August there had been 53
terrorist outrages in Bengal.  There
was no indication that the people who
were responsible for the terrorist move-
ment had dropped their policy and
adopted the policy of non-violence. On
the contrary all the evidence so far went
the other ‘way, because within seven
days after thé agreement, bombs were
thrown at Krishnagar. That certainly
did not indicate that the atmosphere
brought about by the Irwin-Gandhi
agreement had produced a change in the
terrorists,”
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27th June

23rdMar.

24th Mar.

25th Mar.

Lord Willingdon ?eaking at Simla on
the services of the Army and the Police

"1 am glad to be able to express to
the office’'s and men of both these
services my keen appreciation of the
loyalty, dfeadiness and self restraint
with which they have carried out duties
in times of extreme anxiety and on
occasions often of great provocation and
to assure them that they have earned
and are still earning the gratitude and
admiration for_their fine service, of all
peace loving citizens."

Bhagat Singh and his two accomplices
executed for the brutal murder of a
British police officer and an Indian
constable.

Mr. Gandhi wrote:— ]

" Whilst associating myself with the
tributes paid to the 'young. patriots |
warn the youth of India against copying
their exanple. Let us by all means
copy their capacity for sacrifice and
reckless courage. "By their action the
Government put a severe strain upon
the settlement and have once more
proved their capacity for flouting public
opinion and for thé exhibition™ of the
immense _ brute . power they Pom
This persistence in the exercise of brute
power is perhaps a portent showing that
notwithstanding their pious and pom{)-
ous declarations, they do not mean to
part with their power, but Congress
mlﬁ nqtt swerve from the path chalked
out for it.

Communal _rioting breaks out In Oawn-
ore.  Hindus attacking Modems,
ecause the latter refused to dose their
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shops. to_ honour_the memory of the
assassin Bhagat Singh.  Men, women,
and = children are’ massacred. The
official record admits 290 deaths and
many hundreds injured. Eye-witnesses
declare the actual casualties fo be vastly
in excess of these figures and describe
the haﬂpen_ln s in Cawnpore as the
most horrible holocaust since the
mutiny.

Speaking at Delhi, Lord Irwin said:—
" | have been told that the Govern-
ment of India and | myself have made
Mr. Gandhi's task far harder by failure
to commute the sentences recently
ed on Bhagat Singh and his com-
panions. (I can well "believe that our
action has at this time been a real
diGiculty for Mr. Gandhi and those
associated with him, and | owe it to
Indian opinion that | should take this
opportunity of placing them in clear
possession of my own thought.) It is
S|fgn|f|can_t that” none of the Ppetitions
(for rePneve) in any form directly or
indirectly suggested “that the prisoners
were other than guilty of the crimes
aleged against them. "1 could imagine
no cae In which under the law the
penalty had been more directly
deserved.”
M_r(.j Gandhi, speaking in Bombay,
sald:—

" We lost nothing by the Delhi truce
(N.B.—It is now™ a” 'truce' not a
"peace’ pact) because when the repre-
sentatives of Congress go to the next
Round Table Conference they will
demand the substance of compléte inde-
pendence, and if they do not get it they
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will wash their hands of the Conference.
The Karachi Conference is going to
reiterate the Lahore demands for Com-
plete independence.”

At the Annual Meeting of the Indian National
Congress Jheld at Karachi, Mr. Gandhi was the
dominant figure and sponsored the following

resolutions:—

)

2

" The Congress—places on record
its admirafion of the bravery and
sacrifice of Bhagat Singh, Sukh Dev
and Ra Guru, and mourns with
the bereaved families the loss of
their lives—the Congress is of
opinion that the triple execution is
an act of wanton vengeance."

" The Congress having considered
the provisional settlement between
the Working Committee and the
Government of India endorses it,
and desires to make clear that the
Congress goal of Purna Swarg
(complete |ndependencgr) remains
intact. In the event of—Congress
being r,e{)rwented a any Confer-
ence. with representatives of the
British Government the delegation
will work for this goal and in
particular to give the nation control
over the Army, external affairs,
finances, fiscal policy and economic
P(_)Hcy, a scrutiny by an impartial
ribunal of thé financial trans-
actions of the British Government
of India, to examine and as=ss the
obligations undertaken by India in
England, and the right” of either
party to end the partnership at will.
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The Congress agpoints and author-
isess Mahatma Gandhi to represent
it at the Conference”

In a gpeech shortly after his release from gaol,
Mr. Gandhi's principal lieutenant, Pandit Jawa-
harlal Nehru, said:—

16th  April

" We are opposed to any safeguards
and upon those we are not” prepared to
negotiate, The Delhi agreement was a
truce and not a peace. Until India had
achieved Home Rule peace was impos-
sible. If Congress later found no hope
of getting the substance of independence
the strug%e would begin afresh; person-
ally he had not the least hope of a
successful  settlement. . The period  of
the truce must be utilised in gathering
strength.”

Lord Irwin, addressing the Bombay
Millowners Association, said:—

" | particularly regret the tendency
manifested in some quarters to regard
the immediate future as a period of
truce of which advantage should be
taken to organise their forces for a
further struggle. The state of mind
this represents contains within it
dangerous germs of trouble. It is a
confinuous “menace to peace which it
was our intention and which it remains
my dearest wish to see established.  On
the one hand it arouses forces which
those who call them into being may find
difficult to control. On the other hand
it necessarily imposes on the Govern-
ment the duty of preparedness for
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counter action and | fully recognise that
the dlschar?e of this duty mug inevit-
ably In itsturn breed di&rus.”

The late Viceroy, in his efforts to secure a
peaceful settlement during his conversations with
Mr. Gandhi, stretched concesson almost to the
length of surrender, yet shortly after the
Mahatma addressing his supporters contemp-
tuously referred to the assurances he had
received as "pious and pompous declarations.”

In an interview on 14th September 1931 Mr.
Gandhi was asked whether he would admit that
English troops are necessary in communal dis
turbances. He replied:—

"I do not: if our own troops are found wanting
the mogt that can happen is that we might have to
Put up with Civil War for a time, but 1t is better
hat we should have communal strife and fight our
own battles againgt it than that we should have to
appeal to another country to st our house in order
... .very possbly thére will be some serious
communal “strife when we have got Swaraj ... it
may perhaps end itsef in the exhaustion or destruc-
tion of the one community or the other. There may
be jealousies and digoutes between factions . . . even
whole provinces"

According to the recent census there are in
India 238 million Hindus and 77 million Moslems.
Apparently Mr. Gandhi, rather than fail in his
life's ambition to rid India of the " Satanic"
British, contemplates with equanimity the pos
sibility of these colossal communities being
involved in a conflict of obliteration and the
repetition of the horrors of Cawnpore throughout
the length and breadth of India. Yet this
political chameleon in a message he broadcast to



1 A SEARCHLIGHT ON GANDHI 13

the United States on the 14th September, reco?-
nising that such strong beer would be unpalatable
to his audience, said—

" Personally would wait, if need be for
rather than sk to attain the freedom of my country
through bloody means"

The conflicting character of these two state-
ments would almost suggest that the Mahatma
has the dual personality of a Dr. Jekyll and a
Mr. Hyde.



CHAPTER I 1.

OFFICIAL LIST OF CRIMES ISSUED
IN PARLIAMENT ON 81st JULY 1931.

The following record of the names of the
British Civil, Military, and Police officdals who
have ben the victims of assassnation or
attempted assassination in India snce December
17th 1928, was circulated by the Secretary for
India, Mr. Wedgwood Benn, in reply to questions
in the House of Commons

1928
17th Dec.

1929
8th April
22nd April

14th June

23rd Dec.

1930.
1st Feb.

At Lahore—Murder of Mr. J. P.
Saunders, Indian Police Service.

Delhi—Bombs thrown in Legidative
Assembly.

North-West  Frontier  Province—
Captain W. C. S. Haycraft shot dead
by sepoy.

Waziristan.—Captain M. Stephen shot
dead when on route to Eazmak.

Delhi.—Attempt to blow up Viceroy's
train.

L ahore—Attempt toshoot Mr. Lewis,
Additional District Magistrate. A
friend to whom Mr. Lewis had lent
his car waﬁhot at when returning it.
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2nd Feb.
24-25th Feb.

18-19th April

20th May
6th June

August

25th Aug.

28th Aug.

15th Oct.
16th Oct.

28th Oct.

29th Oct.

Loralai,—Sergeant Ives killed while
shooting.

Landi Kotal.—Lieutenant G. E. H.
Hawkes, Assistant Garrison Engineer,
Khyber, murdered by burglars.

Chittagong.—Two Europeans mur-
dered 'in "raid by Benga terrorist
party on the railway and police
armauries.

Multan.—Superintendent of Police
slightly injured by bomb.

Lyallpur.—Bomb thrown into Com-
pound of Chenab Club.

Jhansi.—Attempted attack on Com-
missioner. A man with a bomb and
pistol in his possesson was arrested
in the Commissioner's bungal ow.

Calcutta—Bombs thrown at Sir C.
Tegart, Commissioner of Police.

Dacca—Murder of Mr. F. |. Lowman,
Inﬁ)ecto.r-General of Police, Bengal,
and serious wounding of Mr. E.
Hodson, Superintendent of Police.

Lahore.—Attempt on life of Mr.
Smyth, Inspector of Police.
Bombay.—Shots fired at Sergeant
Taylor and his wife when about to
enter Lamington Road Police Station
about midnight. Both slightly
wounded.

Burma.—Attempt to wreck mail train
carrying_ important members  of
Burma Government.

Calcutta—Bomb exploded in house
of European Assistant Commissioner
of Police in South Calcutta.
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4th Dec.

8th Dec.

9th Dec.

28rd Dec.

24th Dec.

1931
18th Feb.

17th Mar.
5-6th April

7th April

22nd May

22nd July

23rd July

Hyderabad.—Bomb thrown into com-
pound of Superintendent of Police.

Calcutta. — Murder of Lieutenant-
Colonel N. S. Simpson, |.M.S., and
wounding of Mr. J. W. Nelson, |.C.S.,
in Writers' Buildings.

Lahore—Captain P. W. J. MeClen-
aghan shot dead on parade.

Lahore—Sir G. de Montmorency
Governor of the Punjab, shot at an
wounded when leaving Convocation of
Lahore University.

Weel/vwa,.Burma_—Murder of Mr. H.
V. W. Fields-Clarke, Forest Engineer.

Charsadda.—Attempted assassination
of Captain H. A. Barnes, Assistant
Commissioner.

Krishnagar.—Bomb thrown into resi-
dence of Superintendent of Police.

Charsadda—Further attempt on life
of Captain H. A. Barnes.

Midnapore. — Shooting of Mr. J.
Peddle, District Magistrate. He died
next day.

Cawnpore—Crude letter bomb made
of inflammable powder and crushed
glass sent to Superintendent of Police.

Poona—Attempted shooti ngf of Sir E.
Hotson, Acting Governor of Bombay,
while visiting Fergusson College,

Central Provinces. — Wounding of
Lieutenant Hext and Lieutenant

han in Punjab up-Mail. Lieutenant
Hext died "subsequently.
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27th July

21st Aug.

28th Oct.

20th Oct.

AI|pur —Murder of Mr. R.R. Garlick,
I1.C.S., District and Sessions Judge.

~Since the above official list of
crimes was issued, on the

Mr . Alexander Cassels, Commissioner
for the Dacca Division, was shot at
and wounded at Mymensmgh while
touring the locality inspecting flood
conditions to arrange loans for
distressed peasants.

Mr. L. G. Durno, District Magistrate
and Collector at Dacca, was shot at
and seriously wounded

Mr. Villiers, the Chairman of the
European Association, was shot at
and wounded in Calcutta.



CHAPTERI I 1.

A DANGEROUS DOCTRINE.

A singularly dangerous doctrine, which the
Great War should have demolished finally, viz.,
that experience is a disqualification, appears
within the last year or two to have revived in
certain high quarters and in a certain section of
the Press.  Surely it is grotesgue to brand whole-
sale as " die-hards" and " reactionaries," those
who have lived the best part of their lives in
India and who thus must have acquired an in-
finitely greater knowledge of Indian psychology
than can be possessed by those who either never
have visited the country, or who have paid it only
fleeting visits. Presumably these men with their
long experience of India are stigmatised as
reactionaries because although they adhere to the
pledges given in the Government of India Act
1919, providing for the " progressive realisation
of responsible Government in British India" as
" an integral part of the British Empire" such
progress to " be achieved by successive stages”
—they deem it their duty to warn their country-
men that the policy recently pursued of conces
sion to lawlessness and negotiating as equals with
the law-breakers whose avowed aim has been
to wreck the Constitution instituted under the
Government of India Act, and to sever the British
connection with India, can only bring chaos to
that country and disrupt the Empire. | venture
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to assert that these so-called " reactionaries'
comprise 99 per cent, of those who have now
retired, whether from the Indian Army, the Civil
Service, Commerce or the Professons and who*
therefore, in warning their countrymen of the
danger ahead, clearly can have no object to serve
other than the Empire's welfare. Further, | am
convinced it would be found that their views am
shared by an overwhelming majority of those still
serving, were these at liberty to speak.

In comparatively recent times the British
nation has suffered heavily for its folly in ignor-
ing experience.

Had the prophetic warnings of that great
soldier, Lord Roberts, not fallen on deaf ears, the
history of the Great War would have been very
different, as it certainly never would have lasted
414 years, and hundreds of thousands of splendid
lives would have been saved. It is even possible
that, with Britain prepared, Germany would have
hesitated to undertake the risk of war. Lord
Roberts devoted the evening of his life to con-
ducting throughout the country his campaign for
national service. Speaking at Manchester on
October 22nd 1912, he referred to German's
Army as—

" the mightiest and mog disciplined force that this
earth has ever contained . . . Amid those auspicious
dreams of peace for what was that Armal being
trained? Koniggratz, Metz, St. Privat and Sedan
are the answer.”. . . Now, In the year 1912 just as
in 1866 andéust as in 1870, war will take place the
Instant the German forces by land and sea, are, by
their superiority at every point, as certain of victory
as anything in human calculation can be made
(S:tertall(n. Géermany strikes when Germany's hour has
ruck."
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For thisand similar solemn warnings this great

atriot was ridiculed and reviled by ' Little Eng-
anders' on the platform, in Parliament, and the
Press—one of whom asked in the House of Com-
mons whether Lord Roberts could be deprived of
his pension, and a certain newspaper in an article
headed "*A diabolical speech " claimed that—

" there ought to be some means of bringing to bodk a
soldier in receipt of money from the State who speaks
of a friendly Power as Lord Roberts gpoke of
Germany ... he is a mere jingo in opinion and
character, and he interprets the life and interests of
this Nation and this Empire by the crude lusts and
fears which haunt the unimaginative soldier's brain."

Why soldiers in particular should be branded
as unimaginative | fail to perceive. In the year
1882, thirty years before Lord Roberts uttered
the solemn war ning above quoted, General Gordon
(shortly before his valuable life was sacrificed at
Khartoum solely through the " too late" poli
of the British Government then in powercgl
wrote:—

" Every Briton should think of the future of his
country and cause each one to insst on the Govern-
ment passing a measure for compulsory universal
military training. ... In 1910 or thereabouts there
will have arisen a naval power which may prove
mightier than she, and_should she (Germanog/) gain
supremacy, England will become extinct bofh as a
land and s power and all her dependencies,
Including India, will fall into Germany's clutches.
. . . When that time comes remember my words."

How near to fulfilment came this remarkable
prophecy of another " unimaginative soldier " as
to what might happen in about forty years time,
even to-day few people realizee Had Germany
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not been dazzled by the glamour of Paris and
nad she concentrated her main effort on the
capture of the Channel Ports in the first weeks
of the War—its issue might well. have been
reversed.

Despite the bitter lessons of the past, we are
repeating to-day the folly of ignoring experience.
The history of the handling of the Indian
problem during the last two years would vie, for
sheer eccentricity, with Alice in Wonderland.
Can anything more amazing be conceived than
the manner in which (to borrow Mr. Lloyd
George's expression) the Simon Commission has
been short-circuited?

The Indian Statutory Commisson was ap-
pointed by Royal Warrant on the 27th February
1927 with the unanimous approval of all three
political parties, both in the House of Commons
and the House of Lords. Under the leadership
of Sir John Simon the Commission twice visited
India—to investigate and report to Parliament

" whether and to what extent it is dedrable to
establish the principle of responsble Government or
to extend the method or restrict the degree of the
responsble Government then existing therein."

Yet without awaiting the Commission's Re-
port, Lord Irwin presumably guided by the Home
Government, made what Mr. Lloyd George
described as

"that ill-judged, declaration on Dominion Status in
order to propitiate the Lahore Assembly"—' a
Congress of leading Indians " —which had " resolved
by an overwhelming majority first of all to demand
independence of the British Empire and in the next
{Jlace to organise rebellion gamst authority until
hat demand has been conoceded."
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The late Lord Birkenhead, formerly Secretar
of State for India, wrote in the Daily Telegrap
on the 17th January 1930:—

" From the moment the Simon Commission was
constituted by the majestic authority of the State
to report to Parliament what ought "to be done, it
was madness to interfere with it or to attempt to
anticipate its decisions. It was indeed a misfortune
of almost inconceivable dimensions that the Viceroy
Bhould have persuaded the Government, or that the
Government should have persuaded the Viceroy, to

uiesce in this most unconvmcm% and dangerous
statement. No _one ought to have ] allowed to
say aword until the Simon Commission had reported.
ItS members had, the authority to decide whether or
no events in India in the last few years have moved
for or against an advance. . England and Parliament
were awaiting to hear their recommendations and to
treat them as of the highest authority. Until they
had reported—not the Government itself was entitled
to say a word. The result could have easily been
foresten by anyone who had studied the mentality
of the Kast. e moment Dominion Status was used
by the Viceroy, his Indian negotiators put the matter
a'step higher.” They asked at ‘once whether he would
assign a date to the establishment of Dominion
Status.  He naturally replied that he could not.
,They thereupon abandoned Dominion Status alto-

gether and concentrated upon independence.”

Although the Report of the Commission was
ﬂubllshed in May 1930, to this day what Sir
larcourt Butler recently described as'that " mag-
nificent treasure-house of fact and comment” has
never been presented for consideration to the
Houses of Parljament. Never before in its
history has Parliament so stultified itself as by
jettisoning in this manner its own Commission’s
Report. One at least would have expected
repeated and vehement protests from the leader
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of the great Conservative party, but apparently

‘even he was persuaded that the " cart before the

horse" plan for a Round Table Conference had

rendered superfluous the presentation to and con-

SlR dera? on by Parliament of its own Commission's
eport.

Even more incomprehensible than the slight
Put upon the Commission, is the fact that its dis-
inguished leader, Sir John Simon, from the day
the Report was issued, was never consulted by
\I/v%rd or letter by the late Secretary of State for
ndia

_Addressing the Bristol Chamber of Commerce
in March last, he said:—

" After two and a half years of work and two
long visits to every quarter ‘of India, the Statutory
Committee presented its unanimous report last Mal
19 nce then he had been a spectator ©
events, for neither Mr. Benn nor Mr. MacDonald, nor
any other member of the Government had held any
communication with him publlcl%/ or privately on any
Indian question from the day that the Report was
signed.”

Thus we have this amazing situation. Sir
John Simon and his colleagues had laboured for,
many months sifting evidence from every avail-
able” source and had embodied their corclusions
and recommendations in a Report of over 700
pages onI%/,t,o find this magnum opus was to be
ignored officidly.

Recently | was informed by a distinguished
official that on his return from Tndia he had been
told by " the powers that be," that his advice was
not wanted and he added: “the fact is, the
politician does not want near him those who know
and can tell him the truth."




u A SEARCHLIGHT ON GANDHI  CHAP.

Who should be so well qualified to advise on
the questions at issue as those members of the
Indiatf Civil Service who, as Commissioners,
Deputy Commissioners, CoIIectors, etc., have
spent years of their lives, not in the cities,
or in Government Hill Stations where contact
is mainly with Indian politicians " educated in
the school of that Western learning which
they pretend so much to despise” but in
close and constant contact with the real India
—its rural life, its 500,000 villages and their
inhabitants who constitute over 90 per cent, of
the entire Indian population. These I.C.S. Offi-
cials to whom, through long years, those under
their 'urisdiction, regardless of race creed or
caste, have brought for settlement their difficul-
ties and differences, assured of receiving impar-
tial justice; these men, with British Officers of
the Indian Army, who aso have exceptional
opportunities for galnlng knowledge of the real
India—these are " the wise men of the East"
whose unrivalled experience for some incompre-
hensible reason has been deliberately ignored, and
to whom, presumably because they have com-
pleted their service, Lord Irwin in arecent speech
referred as " arm-chair critics."

It is an astounding fact that on the Round
Table Conference, the retired ranks of the Indian
Army, Civil Service and Police are unrepresented.

In attempting to frame a new Constitution for
India one would have thought that the late
Government would have welcomed advice and
assistance from those who from many years of
service in India and continuous personal touch
with its various communities must pPOSSESS
experience of Indian problems that can be gained
in no other manner. This advice could have been
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obtained by issuing to all retired members of the
ECS. and Indian Army a questionnaire based on
the specific recommendations of the Simon Report,
to ascertain their views on these recommenda-
tions. A similar questionnaire could have been
issued to those still serving, but in their case
some method for securing that their replies
should be treated as privileged and confidential
would be essential. | venture to predict that had
this been done the replies would almost unani-
mously have favoured giving to the Simon Report
recommendations a fair trial, with the exception
that many would have submitted that the time
waés not yet ripe for handing over " law and
order."

" If a passionate belief and pride in onr hi%h
calling in the East, in our duty to safeguard the
under dog from tyranny and oppression by his old
masters, and a reverence for the great achievements
of our race ... if that is to be reactionary, | pray
to God that the spirit of reaction may descend upon
us all, and give us the infection of a good courage to
overcome our difficulties in this our day of destiny."

Lord Lloyd.



CHAPTER 1IV.
LORD IRWIN.

There is a limit at which forbearance ceases to
be a virtue—Edmund Burkt.

On the eve of Lord Irwin's departure from
India The Statesman, in an article of tribute,
wrote:—

_"The outcome of the work he has attempted is
still on the knees of the Gods, but his personal
ualities do not abide question . . . even those who
iffer most directly with his policy, recognise in both
Lord and Lady Itwin servants of |ndia who have
apent themselves unflinchingly in the endeavour to
help, and the bitterest of opponents will acknowledge
the noble purpose that has held them to difficult and
thankless tasks."

There can be none who have come in contact
with Lord Irwin, who would not subscribe to this
eulogy of his personal qualities; on the other hand
| believe that an overwhelming majority of those

ossessng experience of India, gained through
ong years of residence in the country in constant
touch with its myriad problems, hold that in his
anxiety to secure peace at almost any price, Lord
Irwin's supreme altruism has led him grievously
astray. By negotiating with law-breakers and
seditionists, and meeting them as equals, he has
in effect put a premium on sedition and law-
breaking.

2%
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On March 5th, 1931, the Daily Telegraph,
commenting on the Irwin-Gandhi agreement,
wrote:—

" The value of the weapon of organised sedition
has been established in the sight of all India. It
has been effective for the imposing of terms. Is it
to be supposed that it now will belaid aside to rust
in permanence?’

The suaviter in modo policy responsible for
these lamentable results was not embarked upon
without ample warning from many quarters.

On January 13th 1930, Mr. Lloyd George
wrote:—

~ " India confronts us with the most tremendous
internal problem with which the British Empire has
been faced since the days of the Mutiny. Shall we
abandon our Empire in the East or do we intend to
stand by our undoubted responsibilities whatever the
hazard ‘or cost. ... All those who know India best
look anxiously at the situation. A Congress of
leading Indians have resolved by an overwhelming
majority first of all to demand ‘independence of the
British” Empire and in the next place to organise
rebelllonce?amst authority until that demand has
been conceded. It is no use arguing that the Lahore
secessionists represent only a Small fraction of the
people of India and that the vast majority have no
@/_mpathy with this repudiation of the Empire. The
Viceroy "and the British Government attached such
importance to the decisions of this Congress that
thea¥ issued that ill-judged declaration on Dominion
Status in order to propitiate the Lahore Assembly.
It was their sole excuse for short-circuiting the
Simon Commission. ~What a lamentable, what a
disastrous miscalculation. ... If Lahore is not to
become serious it must be taken seriously.. e
Government must make it clear beyond BQSSI bility of
doubt that they will not tolerate” Civil Disobedience.'
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It must be known before any active seps are taken
by Lahorists that every effort to organise sedition
will be firmly dealt with, but we must not be rushed
ether into making rash experiments or into the
denia of wise reforms."

On the 1st November 1929, on his return to
India from a brief visit to England, Lord Irwin
mage a public declaration of policy in which he
said:—

" |n view of the doubts which have been expressed
both in Great Britain and India regarding the
interpretation to be placed on the intenfions of the
British Government in enacting the Statute 1919
l.e.,, Mr. Montagu's Reform scheme, known as The
overnment of India Act) | am authorised on behalf
of H.M. Government to state clearly that in their
judgment it is implicit in the Declaration of 1917
(MT. Montagu's ch in the House, 1917) that the
natural issue of India's Constitutional progress as
tshtgrle contemplated is the attainment of Dominion
us.

On the 7th November 1929, Lord Irwin's
declaration in which he introduced the words
" Dominion Status" was the subject of a Debate
in the House of Commons. Mr. Baldwin asked
the Secretary of State for India whether the
Viceroy's statement implied " any change in the
policy hitherto declared or in the time when this
status may be attained,” and receiving no answer
from Mr. Wedgwood Benn, Mr . Baldwin repeated
his question on the 11th November 1929, in a
letter he addressed to the Prime Minister, to
which Mr. MacDonald replied:—

"The answer to both parts of the question is
'No." The poI|0( st out in the preamble of the
Government of India Act 1919, stands unchanged
unless and until Parliament decides to amend it."
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On the 24th May 1931 Mr. Baldwin wrote to
the Prime Minister” for certain assurances as to
what would be the condtitution and soope of the
Round Table Conference, if the Conference was to
be resumed. He said:i—

" | assume from the declarations of the Govern-
ment that the Federal Relations Committee is to
resume where the work was left on: in January.
Questions are not to be reopened that were then
settled.  Particularly must the safeguards upon
which the British declaration insisted be accepted as
a basis of the future discussions. . . Finally | under-
stand that it is still agreed that neither the Federal
Relations Committee nor the Round Table Conference
are to do the work of a Constituent Assembly; that
their purpose is to ascertain whether agreement can
be reached on the broad lines of the settlement and
that when they have finished their work it will be
for His Majesty's Ministers to frame and present to
Parliament the proposals of the Government for the
future Constitution of India in the form of a Bill
which will then follow the procedure laid down by
Statute.”

To thisenquiry Mr. MacDonald replied:—

" The scope of the discussion at the resumed
meeting will be as declared at the termination of the
Conference on the 19th January and announced by
the Viceroy on the 5th March—Federation, Indian
responsibility and reservations or safeguards in the
interests of India, such matters as defence, external
affairs, the position of minorities, financial credit of
India and the discharge of obligations. ... | agree
with your view that His Majesty's Ministers when
the time comes will be responsible for the Bill which
will embody the new Constitution of India and the
Conference will not therefore be of the nature of a
Constituent Assembly."
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It will be observed that Mr. MacDonald did
not give theeg)ecific undertaking for which Mr.
Baldwin asked and on the vital question of safe-
%uards he refers only to the interests of India.

urely British interests are entitled to equal
consideration.

On the 22nd June 1931 Lord Irwin, addressing
a private meeting of the India Committee of the
Conservative Party at the House of Commons, is
reported to have said that

" the pregtige of the white men in India had gone for
eyer.

and to have attributed this to—
(1) The defeat of the Rusians by the Japanese.

(2) The use of Indian troops in the Great War
against White men, and

(3) The influence of the Cinema on Indian people.

It is undeniable that the prestige of the white
man in India has been diminishing. The causes
named by Lord Irwin doubtless have been con-
tributory to this deplorable development, but its
root is in Whitehall, where during the last few

ears our administrators have developed an in-
eriority complex on matters touching the
prestige and welfare of the Empire. No longer
are they imbued with that spirit of resolve and
indomitable purpose that animated their predeces
sors. No longer do they apPear to regard them-
sdlves as the trustees of a glorious heritage. No
longer are " British interests" to be safeguarded.
Apparently, in response to the clamour of a
seditious minority, they contemplate calmly sur-
rendering the fruits of the patient labour and
splendid achievement of two centuries; ignorin

not only British interests but their supreme moral
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obligation to protect and advance the interests of
every section of the Indian people who, without
British authority to maintain peace amongst
them, would collapse into bloody chaos.

Speaking at Harrogate on July 20th 1981,
Lord Irwin said:—

" Great Britain should realisethat the | ndiawith
which she dealt to-day was not the India of yesterday
any morethan it would be the India of to-morrow."

In this sentence we have the key to the
defeatist attitude which our political leaders, in
dealing with Indian questions, have displayed in
recent years. Those who know India best will
support my contention that for centuries India
fundamentally has not changed: its creeds, caste*
and customs are too deep-rooted.

On the surface—Yes. A movement led by a
handful of demagogues with a few thousand
Western educated and semi-educated supporters,
backed by an unbridled and venomousdy anti-
British Press, and confronted only by a weak and
vacillating Government, will soon attract some
millions of supporters. Not that they under-
stand what they are supporting, but because, to
use Mr. Gandhi's own phrase, they have a
"partiality for exciting work." They are
abnormally vocal and make a misleadingly impos-
ing display.

Beneath the surface—No. The vast majority
of the 300,000,000 Indian cultivators know
nothing of politics, nor will they want to, so Iogg
as they are permitted to live in peace protect
from invasion and oppression by a just and stable
Government.
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| give below an extract from aletter | received
from a friend, holding an office of great respon-
sibility in India, which | believe expresses the
views of the majority of British-Indian officials
on Lord Irwin and his palicy.

" | have nothing but the highest admiration for
Lord Irwin. He is a man of the noblest character
and of the highest principles and the greatest courage
of any | have ever met . . . but | share the opinion
that nearly every one of us who has spent his life
in_India holds that India is a very long way from
being fit for anything in the nature of Dominion
Status and that”the reforms already granted have
been greater than Indians can digést.” The result
of the agitation during the past year has been to
create a doubt in the mind of the man in the street,
whether C_on%ress_or Government is the stronger
force, and in the city of Bombay the public seem to
have put their money on the Congress.. Sedition
and disorder have been given such free rein and open
defiance to Government has had such startlln?
uccess that it is difficult to imagine the prestige o
the Government ever being restored except by Torce
and repression a hundred times more severe than
would have been necessary twelve months ago.”

| agree with every word of the above quota-
tion, save those in the last sentence, as | believe
—if the situation be dealt with ﬁromptly, with
firmness and strict justice — the prestige of
Government can still be restored without recourse
to exceptional employment of force. Tens of
millions of Indians would welcome the news that
Government intended to resume its functions, and
ensure that they could pursue their peaceful
avocations unmolested. On this point no one is
better qualified to express an opinion than that
distinguished Indian administrator, Sir Harcourt
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Butler, with his thirt?;;eight years experience
of the country. In his book India Insistent
published recently, he writes:—

"There should be no real difficulty in streng-
thening the administration. The Government s
immeasurably srong, if only it will show its
strength. The bulk “of the péople are law-abidin
and expect Government to maintain order. It is 0
course undesirable in ordinary times to rely too much
on themilitary for the prevention of civil disturbance,
but these aré not ordinary times, and the police
force recruited in sufficdenf numbers_for ordinary
times may well reguire asigance in times of extra-
ordinary ‘sress.  There is assuredly no reason for. a
feeling of defeatism. Our pregtige in some localities
is no doubt at present rather worn and threadbare,
but it will revive as on many previous occasons,
when recent gpaans of depresson have passed away.
Already thoughtful Indians are criticising Govern-
ment for its want of firmness and demanding stronger
action to prevent and suppress disorder.”

It was a great misfortune, both for Lord Irwin
and the Empire, that without any previous
experience of India, he waseplun ed into the
vortex of political agitation before he had time
to make even a superficial study of the causes of
unrest. Being a man of exceptionally high
ideals, but devoid of the least knowledge of Indian
psychology, he treated the Congress representa-
tives with whom he had to negotiate—who were
mostly Brahmins—as men of his own moral
standard, never realising that he was dealing with
past masters in sophistry.

An eminent cleric, who for some years offi-
ciated in India and whose views | am sure Lord
Irwin would respect, wrote to me recently:—

" Therevolutionariesin India and Gandhi among
them desre to get rid of the British Raj altogether.
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Gandhi has | think been playing a double part for
a long time past. But of course the playing of a
doublé part does not involve such a conrlict with an
Indian's as with an Englishman's honour."

Abbe Dubois, the renowned French Missionary,
after thirty years' residence in India wrote of the
Brahmins:—

" At disguising the truth the Brahmin far excels
every other Caste. It is quite impossible to fathom
theitr minds and discover what they really mean.
He would indeed be a fool who relied on their
promises, protestations or oaths, if it were in their
interest to break them."

Those who know India would | believe unani-
mously affirm that the Abbe's words are as true
to-day as when they were penned 120 years ago.

During the last two years of his Viceroyalty,
Lord Irwin doubtless was handicapped by having
to mould his policy in conformity with the
vagaries of the least experienced and most unsuit-
able Secretary of State who has ever presided
over the India Office.



CHAPTER V.
FOREIGNERS IN  INDIA.

The Indian National Congress was founded in
1885 as a body of moderate opinion but has
gradually developed into an anti-British organisa-
tion. If is predominantly Hindu in composition.
The majority of its leaders are Brahmins. It
professes to regard the British as " foreigners”
in India and its main objective is to oust them
from the country.

For some inconceivable reason the contention
that the British are foreigners in India appears,
to have obtained acceptance by a not inconsider-
able number of people in this country. If it were
so, then we are equally foreigners™in Australia
and New Zealand and to take only a few other
instances, the British and Boers are foreigners
in South Africa, the British and French are
forel?ners in Canada, the fgrea_lt majqutx of the
Popu ation of the U.S. are foreigners in America,
the Dutch in the Dutch East Indies, the Russians
in Siberia, and_ in India itself Gurkhas and
Pathans are foreigners, not to mention Moham-
medans and the majority of Hindus, all of whom
at some period have come into India as invaders.

As | stated in India on the Brink, the
depressed classes in India numbering 60 millions
are the true representatives of the indigenous.

]
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population of the country. The following quota-
tion from an article in the May 1931 number of
India is pertinent to this issue—

"The British are not foreigners in India.
Americans and Japanese are, and so are Afghans and
*Gurkhas.  Congress persistently speaks as if the
British were foréigners, and to some extent our own
press has followed suit. It ssems perhaps a little
extraordinary that it should be necessary to remind
ourselves that we are just as much citizens of the
Indian Empire as are Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Patel.
Nor are we prepared to agree to any constitution for
India which will alter ourstatus thére in this respect.
It has been obvious for some time that there are
Indians who contemplate not only treating the British
in India as foraa%ners, but as foreigners to whom the
most-favourcd-nation clause does not apply. = They
would, in fact, place the British under disabilities
which would not apply to Americans, Germans,
Afghans and so on. 'If ssems hardly necessary to
staie that we could not agree to this but theré are
ﬁ)eople even in England among whom members of the

.L.P. must, it iS to be feared, be numbered, who
would think it is quite natural that British merchants
should be penalised in India. _ It cannot be too clearly
understood that when the European. community in
India favour sdf-government for India, they include
themselves amongthose_ citizens of India who will

overn themselvés. Indians in Great Britain have

e full rights of citizens. They can vote for and can
be elected to Parliament. There is no restriction of
any kind on their right to trade or enter the profes-
sions or to practise, "It is clear that British residents
in India are entitled to no less. Nor will they be
content with less."

At the meeting of the Bound Table Conference
on the 19th January 1931, the Committee of the
whole Conference passed the following Minute:—

"At the Instance of the British commercia
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community the principle was generally agreed that
there should be no discrimination between the rights
of the British mercantile community, firms and
companies, trading in India and the rights of Indian-
born subjects and that an appropriate convention

on reciprocity should be entered into for the
purpoe of regulating these rights."

This Minute embodied the recommendation*
of the Minorities Committee as set forth in para-
graph 14 of the Official Report.

On the 28th March 1931 the Karachi Corres
pondent of The Times reported as follows.—

" The Mahatma himsdf made some dangerous
remarks this morning in replying to a deputation of
Indian Merchants of Karachi. The Deputation had
asked for an asurance that the demand for equalit
of British trading rights at the outset of para. 14 0
the Minorities Report of the Round Table Conference
yould not be conceded. Mr. Gandhi's answer was

that Congress felt even more drongly than the
mer chants themsdves did and would take all possble
deps to get para. 14 rexinded. . . . e added
"that any Conditution which impaired the right of
an Indian Parliament of the future to discriminate
aing non-Nationals would be unacceptable to
ongress.

Dr. Kitchlew, one of the extremist members
of the Congress—who was responsible for the
Punjab disturbances in 1919—made himself con-
spicuous as the advocate of a policy which would
ensure that, to use his own words,

"even the English would not be allowed to land in
India without the order of Indians." —(Punjab Gov-

gnme:ert)'s Report on the Disturbances, April 1919.
age 1.



CHAPTER VI.
THE ROWLATT ACT.

It was in opposition to the Rowlatt Act that
Mr. Gandhi launched his First Civil Disobedience
Campaign. In Chapter XXII. | give his own
version of this. In this Chapter | give briefly the
reasons for the passing of the Act.

In December 1917 sedition was rife in India
and the Government appointed a Committee

" to investigate and report on the nature and extent
of the criminal conspiracies. connected with the
revolutionary movement in India."

The Chairman of this Committee was Mr.
Justice Rowlatt. The findings of the Committee
were published in India on the 19th July 1918 in
what became known as the Rowlatt Report. For
some reason officially attributed to an oversight,
the Report was not published in England until
October. But for this delay it is probable that
the Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms Scheme would
not have met with acceptance without substantial
modification. The scheme was translated into
law before public opinion could be aroused to the
alarming extent to which revolutionary activities
in India had developed.

" During the War it had been found necessary to
arm the administration against revolutionary crime,
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by powers given to it under The Defence of India
Act, which correponded to the Defence of the Realm
Act in Great Britain, The Government of India
introduced two Bills into the Legidature to_secure
«pecial powers for itsdf in relation to such crime on
the expiry of the war legidation. These * Rowlatt
Bills' ‘aroused an oppostion as vehement as it was
unexpected. Mr. Gandhi placed himsdf at the head
of it and began the firs of his Indian ' passve
ressance campaigns In the organised agitation
that followed the ‘massss already discontented and
ungable were inflamed by gross 'misrepresentation.”

8R, Para. 270, Vol |I.

" Many false rumours as to the object and purpose
of the Rowlatt Act were extensively circulated in the
Punjab. The uneducated people were in ignorance
of these matters. They were not aware that the Act
would oCrgP/ be put in operation in Digricts where
anarchi and revolutionary crimes were beng

erpetrated and would only dome into operation on
he Government of India giving its sanction, when
application for powers under the Act was made by
the local government. The people bdieved the
rumours and their indignation againg Government

increased." Hunter Report, Page 59.

" As examples of these rumours we were told that
it was said that, under the Act, the Police would have
PaNer to arrest any three or four men conversng
ogether, that nobody would be allowed to onn more
than a certain amount of land, and that n

would be allowed to marry without leave from
Government. These and dmilar rumours were
widely circulated and were bdieved by the illiterate
population who were nat familiar with the provisons
Of the Act." Hunter Report, Page 6.

Mr. Gandhi's main objection to the Rowlatt
Act was that it gave pover to Government in

*
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certain cases to imprison without open trial. At
the time this was essential as witnesses were so
intimidated by the terrorists that they dare not
come forward to give evidence.

In 1916 Chattopadhya, a brother of Mr.
Gandhi's disciple, Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, was in
Germany directing an organisation to bring about
a revolution in India and disseminating seditious
literature among India's prisoners of war in
Germany. Later, when Russa succumbed to
Bolshevism, Moscow became the centre of these
revolutionary activities.

In January 1919, the Government of India
ascertained that considerable sums of money had
been remitted by the Soviet to their agents in
India. In February 1919, coincident with Mr.
Gandhi's plans for his First Civil Disobedience
Campaign, Habibullah, the Ameer of Afghanistan,
who was loyal to Great Britain, was murdered.
Amanullah, who succeeded him, at once pro-
claimed the independence of Afghanistan and then
proceeded to invade India in April, thevery month
Mr. Gandhi fixed for his general Hartal through-
out India. In taking this risk there can be no
doubt that Amanullah was banking on the unrest
in India spreading.

~"The Punjab Government were in posesson of
information which seemed to point to a connection
between the outbresk of hodtilities in Afghanistan
and the risngs in the Punjab."

Hunter Report, Page 15.

Further, Amanullah was relying on the
support of the Soviet Government with whom
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he was in communication. Lenin wrote to him
as follows.—

" Having received the first missive in the name
of the free independent Afghan nation with greetings
to the Russian people, let us hasten in the name of
the Workers and Peasants Government and of all
the Russian people, to convey an answerm? greeting
to the independent Afghan people—heroically defend-
ing their liberty against foreign slave drivers.”

On the 27th November 1919 Lenin wrote:—

" The establishment of permanent diplomatic
relations between two Igreat peoples opens out wide
possibilities for mutual help against every attempt
on the part of foreign beasts of prey against the
liberty of others."



CHAPTER VI .

HUNTER REPORT ON THE 1919
DISTURBANCES.

In Part IL | give extracts from Mr. Gandhi's
own _version of the disturbances that ensued on
his First Civil Disobedience Campaign.

In this Chapter | give extracts from the
" Report * of the Committee appointed by the
Government of India to investigate the dis
turbances that occurred in the Punjab, etc"
These extracts afford a striking illustration of
how speedily a so-called " non-violent" movement
can get out of control and lead to appalling
tragedies.—

. ¢ The general teaching of the doctrine of Civil
Disobedience to laws, to masss of uneducated men
must inevitably lead to breach of the peace and
disorder. Apart from the use of force, Civil
Disobedience, 'if extensively practised, would mean
the paralysis of Government. ... In the situation as
it presented itself day by day to the Punjab Govern-
ment, there were grounds Tor the gravest anxiety.
Within recent yearsthere had been two revolutionary
movements.. 1t was difficult, probably unsafe for
the Authorities not to assume that the outbreak was
the result of a definite organisation. ... A move
ment which had started in, rioting and become a
rebellion might have rapldll_?/ devdoped into a
revolution. unter Report, Page 63.

*Known as the Hunter Report.
12
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"The first outbreak occurred in Delhi on the
30th March, 1919. On that date a hartal (i.e., a
shutting of shops) was held in the City as part of
Mr. Gandhi's passive resistance movement against
what is known as the Rowlatt Legislation. = Mr,
Gandhi's original intention, at | as understood
in Delhi, was'that the 30th March should be observed
throughout India as a day of abstinence from work
and general mourning in _protest against the Govern-
ment’s action in passing Rowlatt Bill No. 2."

Hunter Report, Page J.

Throughout the day crowds collected and
enforced Hartal compelling " people to alight from
vehicles which they were driving.” They went
to the railway station and endeavoured to get the
vendors of refreshments to abstain from work.

" The contractor, an old deaf man, explained that
he was under contract with the Railway Authorities,
to keep his stalls open for the sae ofsgtoods to
passengers. . . . This explanation did not satisfy the
crowd. They proceeded to sdize and drag the
contractor to the entrance and in the scuffle he was
hurt.. Mr. Matthews, Deputy Station Superintendent,
had the coat torn off his back. . . . The Railway
Police arrested two men, but these men do not appear
to have been detained for any considerable time. . . .
The temporary arrest of the men appears to have
evoked great “excitement and caused numbers of
people t0 invade the main station building . . .
stopping all work and using threats of violence . . .
and finally Stopping traffic.” Hunter Report, Page 1.

Rioting in Delhi continued until the 17th of
April. On this the Report comments as follows:

" The spread of passive resistance on a wide scale
throughout India will inevitably lead to outbreaks
of rlqtslerég and violence. This latter fact was
recognised by Mr. Gandhi after the serious outbreaks
in the Punjab occurred.” Hunter Report, Page 6.
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The movement became widespread and in its
course several Europeans were atrociously
murdered. " The interruptions of telegraphic
and railway systems were persistent and wide-
spread.” Derailment of trains was resorted to
by the rioters in several cases. Fifty-four
separate outrages were committed on the tele-
graph lines. ailway stations, post and telegraph
offices and other Government buildings, private
houses, etc. with their contents were fired and
gutted.

AHMEDABAD.

" Two European employees of a mill who were
der|n% through the town were compelled to alight,
being then stoned by the crowd they took refuge in a
Pollce chowky. On attempting to ‘proceed thence on
oot _they were attacked by thé mob and driven into
a mill where they were joined by a small party of
armed police.

" The mob attacked the mill, wrecked a portion
of it and demanded the surrender of the Europeans.
.. . The people of the mill, fearing the complete
destruction of their premises would not allow the
Europeans and police to remain. . . . The two
Europeans therefore came out accompanied by four
policemen. . . . One of the Europeans escaped to a
private bugé;alow the other with the four policemen
ran, pursued by the crowd, up on to the balcony of a
house overlooking the street. ~ There they were Stoned

y the mob, some of whom proceeded to rush the
house while others lighted fires below with the object
of burning out the fugitives. The latter broke throu%h
a back wall, and all but one exgped just as the
rioters were forcing their waK up the staircase.  One
policeman was captured and thrown from the balcon
into the road where he was_assaulted by the mol
and received Injuries from which he died later In the
day. . . . Hunter Report, Page 10.
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" The mobs in the city had broken out into acts of
incendiarism and violence. They proceeded to burn
all Government buildings in the locality, including
the collector's office, the record rooms, the sub-
registrar's office, the City Magistrate's office, and the
City Survey Office, the Court House, Telegraph
Office, the Post Office . . . and two police chowkies.
A house occupied by Mrs. Tuke, wife of the Civil
Surgeon, was surrounded by the mob who tirst
hesitated on rinding that Mrs. Tuke was armed with
arevolver, and ultimately withdrew. Certain Indian
gentlemen, including medical students, helped to save
Mrs. Tuke. Another mob went to the Electric Power
Station, half a mile away, stopped its working,
attacked Mr. Brown who was in charge. Mr. Brown
received severe injuries but . . . escaped with his
life.

" The same mob attempted to kill Lieutenant
Macdonald of the Army Clothing Department. . .
Lieut. Macdonald hold the narrow stair with a cudgel
for more than an hour. ... He was in great danger,
for the mob were preparing to set lire to the building

. his life was saved by the arrival of the troops.

"11th April.—Defiant mobs still faced the
military in the city, and others committed outrages
where the troops could not prevent them. They
found a European police oflicer, Sergeant Eraser, who
was hiding in a shop in the Itichcy Itoad, the main
street in the City, dragged him out and murdered him.
His body was left lying on the road. Near to the
scene of this murder the walls of a police chowky
were defaced by inscriptions of an inciting nature
such as, 'The British Kaj is gone, the Klng of
England is defeated and Swaraj is established,” or
"Kill all Europeans,’ ' Murder them wherever they
be found.’

" The mob's efforts were directed against
Europeans and the property of Government. Public
buildings were burned . . . elsewhere buildings were
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wrecked and their contents thrown out and burned
in the Streets. . . . Hunter Report, Pages IS and U.

" Major Kirkwood explains that he received
orders . . . that if rioters approached in a threaten-
ing manner to within 25 yards of the troops after
warning the crowd to keep back, controlled fire must
be opened. If people were actually engaged in
incendiarism they were to be tired on at once. . . .
After passing the place where Lieutenant Larkin had
been wounded ... he found a large crowd and got
his Subedar-Major Kanhaiyatowarnthem. . ."' They
threw stones and | was hit on the head. | saw the
situation was becommg more involved. ... | ordered
three men to fire. ... | think two men were hit.’

" Before he fired Major Kirkwood had heard a
Sadhu (rellglous mendlcant) among the crowd asking
for white men's blood.

" When night fell the city and suburbs, except in
the North-West, was still in the hands of rioters who
during the night burnt some minor Government and
Municipal buildings; meanwhile Europeans . . . had
taken refuge in the Shahibagh, or at the Railway
Station under military protection. The troops in the
streets had to remain there during the night. The
Electric Power Station being closed the City and
Railway Stations were without light. The drainage
pumping engine had ceased to work; and the
municipal conservancy staff had dlsappeared
Serious results were likely to follow from . . .
choking of the sewers.

" From the military point of view the situation was
disturbing and all available troops at Ahmedabad
were engaged in and near the city. They had been
continuously on duty and there were no means of
relieving them. A train bringing British troops from
Bombay was derailed during the night and the tele-
graph wires connecting Ahmedabad and Bombay were
cut. The need of effective action speedily to restore
order was imperative.
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"Telegraph wires were cut in eight placet In
Ahmedabad and at fourteen places outside. The
value of the property destroyed by the rioters was
approximately 9£ lakhs of Rupees.

VIRAMGAM, AHMEDABAD DISTRICT.

" People of Viramgam took their cue from
Ahmedabad. A riotous crowd went to the Railway
Station. . . . Mr. Mcllbride, Traffic Inspector . . .
was attacked by a crowd which assaulted him
severely with sticks rendering him unconscious. . . .
The station was completely gutted and the telegraph
wires were cut. Having done this the crowd started
for the town. . . .

" Arriving at the Bharwadi Gate they set it and
the police chowky on fire. . . . The Post Office . . .
they plundered and burned. They then advanced on
the Mamlatdar's kacheri (Court House) including the
Treasury . . . opened the attack by throwing stones
at the building and the police guard. . . . Set fireto
the sub-inspector's office. . . . Went to his (Mr.
Madhavlal, Police Magistrate) house, looted the
premises, smashed the furniture, removed some of his
valuables, burned all that remained. His wife
concealed herself in a friend's house. The mob
discovered Mr. Madhavlal's hiding place . . . taking
him to the public road they drenched his clothing
with kerosene oil and set fire to him while he was
still alive. On his burning body they heaped the
records of an adjoining Talukdari (Government
record office) which they broke into and plundered.
Using these records as fuel they burned Mr.
Madhavlal to death so that his body was completely
consumed." Hunter Report, Pages 14, 15 and 16.

AMRITSAR.
Sir Michael O'Dwyer in a recent article wrote
that his

"most serious anxiety when Lieutenant-Governor of
the Punjab during the Gandhi-inspired rebellion in
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1919 was the protection of several hundred British
women and children. These were hurriedly gathered
into places of comparative safety under the protec-
tion of such few troops or volunteers as were
available. But the adjoining walls were placarded
with notices inciting the lawless elements to seize
"white women." In India, as a rule, molestation of
women is rare, but the Moplah rebellion of 1921 and
the Cawnpore massacres of March last amply prove
that when racial and religious hatreds are aroused,
neither age nor sex is safe from outrage, murder and
violence. We can no longer shut our eyes to facts."
Evening Nelvs, 4th August, 1931.

"lu Amritsar itself, violence, murder and arson
of the most savage description had occurred three
days previously, and the city was in the hands of the
mob." The Rt. Hon. Edwin Montagu.

" On the 10th April at Amritsar the mobs had
burned Government Buildings because they were
Government Buildings. After the first few minutes
they had murdered all Europeans on whom they could
lay their hands, except Miss Sherwood (a lady doctor
who had for many years been working in the City
and was greatly respected) whom they left for dead
upon the street. They had hunted for Mrs. Easdon
and the officers of the Chartered Bank; the other
Bank Managers were sought out in their offices and
killed with every circumstance of brutal rage."

Hunter Report, Page 66.

" A mob attacked the National Bank, murdered
Mr. Stewart, Manager, and Mr. Scott, Assistant
M anager —looted goods to the value of several lakhs
of rupees—oil was poured on the furniture which,
with the bodies, was then set alight. An attack was
made on the Alliance Bank and the Manager, Mr.
Thompson, was cruelly murdered, his assailants even
going back a second time, on a rumour that he was
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still breathing, and brutally assaultingbhim again
with clubs, and was flung from an upper balcony into
the street where the body was burnt under a pile of
Bank furniture drenched’in kerosene oil ."

Punjab Government Report, 1919, Pages 3 and 4.

"They were not even Government officials—but
the Raj 1s a British Raj; they were in some sense
its representatives or symbols, and for this they were
murdered.  The railway and the telegraphs were
attacked partly as Government instifutions and

artly to paralyse Government by preventing news,
y déerailing troops and otherwiseé immobilising the
forces." Hunter Report, Page 67.

Ugly incidents occurred in other parts of
India especially in the North and West, and there
was grave danger that the revolutionary move-
ment would become widespread. Obviously the
situation demanded immediate and drastic action.
In Amritsar a proclamation was issued on the
evening. of April 12th prohibiting unlawful
assemblies. On the 13th April the officer com-
manding, marched troops through the main
streets of the city announcing b¥ beat of drum
that assemblies defying this proclamation would
be dispersed by the use of force. Yet in open
defiance of this order, Dr. Muhammad Bashir, a
notorious extremist, organised a great ?ath_enng
of some 15,000 people armed with Tathis at
Jallianwallahbagh, a favourite place for meetings.
The speakers were well-known apostles of violence,
and a member of the mob responsible for the
atrocities committed on the 10th April, was
haranguing the meeting and eulogising murder,
when General Dyer arrived with a force of 50
Sepoys and 40 Gurkhas. Fire was opened on the
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crowd which began to disperse. Two groups
seemed to be collecting as if to rush the troops
who then directed the fire on these groups. Later
a commission was appointed to investigate General
Dyer's action and as a result he was censured,
deprived of his command and ordered to retire,
but it is interesting to note that when Sir Michael
O'Dwyer brought his libel suit against Sir
Sankaran Nair tor alleging that Sir Michael had
approved an " atrocity " the presiding Judge, Sir
A. McCardie, in his summing up stated that he
considered " General Dyer had in the exceptional
circumstances acted rightly and had been wrongly
condemned by the Secretary of State." The jury
by a majority of 11 to 1 after a five weeks' trial
in which over 100 witnesses, British and Indian,
gave evidence on oath, accepted Sir A. McCardie's
pronouncement.

On the 18th April 1919 Mrs. Besant in a letter
to The Times of India criticising Mr. Gandhi's
revolutionary activities, and referring to the riot-
ing at Delhi and Amritsar, wrote:—

" The cutting of telegraph wires, the derailment
of troop trains, the burning of railway stations, the
attacks on banks, the setting free of jail birds, are
not the actions of Satyagrahis, nor even of casua
rioters, but of revolutionaries. ... | say that when
a small handful of soldiers and palice is face to face
with a mob of many thousands and the mab begins to
pelt them with brickbats, it is more merciful to order
soldiers to fire a few volleys of buckshot, than to
allow the violence to gather strength until either the
town must be given up to mob rule, or machine guns
and bombs bebrought into play. It is a terrible
alternative, but any Government worthy of the name
has to faceit."
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On the same day Mr. Gandhi advised his.
followers:—

"To give Government effective co-operation in
restoring order,” and in a letter to The Times of
India expressed regret for having embarked on the
mass movement of Civil disobedience and said he had
" under-rated the forces of evil."

| have given above a few instances of the
hideous excesses that were committed by frenzied
mobs of ignorant people—the direct outcome of
Mr. Gandhi's first campaign of Civil Disobedience.
It is true that he subsequently confessed he had
committed a " Himalayan Miscalculation" in
Iaunchlgg this campaign and that he actually
" declared a penitential fast of three days for
himself." This action is cited by his worshippers
as one of his steps toward the perfect state te*
which _theil] claim he has now attained. Those
who paid the price of his " Miscalculation " must
have regarded his act of penance as a prepos-
terous anti-climax to a great tragedy—it certainly
could not bring back the dead to life, or comfort
the bereaved.



CHAPTER VIII.
CAWNPORE 1931

The appalling horrors of the Cawnpore
massacres in March last, have never, | fear, been
realized by the British public, and the majority
of those who troubled to read the Press reports
that appeared at the time, probably failed to
appreciate their significance. A friend of mine
residing in Cawnpore, wrote to me:—

" Only in times of excitement is it possible to raise
-any real “interest and not always even then. Look at
Cawnpore. . For a short time all the world was
interested in Cawnpore. People who had no recal-
lection of ever having heard of the place suddenly
started talking about Cawnpore. Now there was an
opportunity for the European Association to

up and voice the European opinion in front of the
biggest audience they are ever I|keI%/ to I_:get, not onl
the Europeans of Cawnpore, but the Europeans o
India.  Europeans of Cawnpore pass unanimous
resolutions condemning the weakness of the Central
Adminjstration during the past year, in allowing to
proceed unchecked Congress Propaganda against Taw
and order, permitting coercion by Intimidation and
blackmail of traders and merchants of the country,
and through a campaign of lies creating restlessness
in the mind of the rural population, resulting in a
state of chaotic uncertainty such as has not exist
in India since the darkest days of the Mutiny. Had
we Europeans not turned 5é)ut armed and oOrganised
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as soon as ever there were indications of the serious-
ness of the trouble, history might well have repeated
itself in another massacre of the Europeans in
Cawnpore."

The Statesman in its issue of April 16th 1931
writes:—

" ... Evidence accumulates of the serious and
horrible nature of the rioting at Cawnpore. We
publish to-day a delayed letter written by a European
citizen which gives some of the facts. =~ The writer
- is a man in whose word readers can have every
aith."

The following are extracts from the letter:—

" The trouble began at noon on Tuesday with the
demand of the Congress to close all shops on account
of the execution of Baghat Singh. This was most
effectively accomplished in the Mall Road by an
attack with brickbats by the ' Venar Sena' (the
Monkey Army)—a Congress organisation. Nearly all
the shop windows were smashed of both Indian and
European shops and some Europeans were attacked
in their cars. This is an example of Mr. Gandhi's
' peaceful persuasion' in practice. Shortly after
when the Congress followers forcibly insisted on
closing the Moslem shops in the City the communal
trouble broke out. ... On Wednesday morning | saw
several Iar%e gangs of 50 to 100 Hindus, each gang
armed with spears, lathis and axes, marching down
the Grand Trunk Road into the City to join in the
fray, without check or hindrance, shouting their war-
cry ' Inqulab Zindabad' (' long live revolution ') .. ..
The different Mohallas in and around the City were
a law unto themselves, a graphic example of self-
determination. Mohallas with a Hindu majority,
slaughtered Moslems—men, women and children,
indiscriminately. Moslem Mohallas did the same to
Hindus. . . . The greater part of Cawnpore City is
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a shambles hundreds of houses have been burnt
down, several Mohallas pract|callty destroyed,
hundreds of people have been slaughtered; it has
been a massacre. | The casuaties will never be
known, bodies are still ylnagbabout and the gench in
arts of the city is unbéarable. ... All this ghagl
ragedy had its origin in the practice of " peacefu
persuasion’ and ' non-violence.' "

" Another European resident in Cawnpore for
many years Past, estimates the number of persons
killed as He adds that the murders were done
with savage ferocity. The victims were hacked to

ieces and the corpses of women were ripped up.
hese are the accounts of reliable eye-witnesses."

In the report of the Commission set up by the
"Government of the United Provinces to enquire
into the causes of the riots, it is stated—

"The holding of political conferences, the
organisation of meetings with a stream of inflam-
matory the distribution of leaflets denounc-
ing the Government, the celebration of ' Independence
Day," and the ' National Week'—the enlistment of
Congress Volunteers,  demonstrations during the
march of Mr. Gandhi and on the arrest of Mr.
Vallabhai Patel, propaganda amongst students—all
thee were part of a Congress gollcy to arouse the
feeling of hostility against the Government."

The following admission is made:—

" The Governor in Council must now admit he
might with advantage have directed a firmer and
more constant recourse to the penal and preventive
sections of the ordinary law during the earlier days
of the agitation."

Mr. T. Gavin Jones, one of the European dele-
gates to the Round Table Conference giving
evidence at the enquiry stated:—

"1 trace the root cause of the outbreak at Cawn-
pore to the Central Government and their weak and
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conciliatory  attitude towards the provocative
Congress activities which are demoralising the
Administration. In the terms of the Irwin-Gandhl
settlement, peaceful picketting is still permitted.
The phrase is a contradiction in terms. . .. The
difficulty which the police had to contend with in
combating the civil disobedience movement, and also
being obliged by strict orders to deal leniently with
the “activities of Congress, has undermined their
authority and (in Cawnpore) demoralized the force."

The Statesman commented on the Report as
follows: —

"It is a frank and convincing document.  There
has been no hushing up of the policy pursued. . . .
The local Government even saddles itself with the
serious responsibility of not having dealt more sternly
with the Civil Disobedience Movement in its ea,rl?{I
days. That is a responsibility which it shares wit

the Government of India itself. . . .

" The damage done to the cause of law and order
by the disappearing tricks which policemen were
taught to demonstrate when prominent Congress men
Eave public exhibition of how to violate the Salt

aws, can never be accurately assessed, but that it
was real and widespread cannot be questioned.

_ " These, however, are sins of omission, for the
sins of commission, murder, massacre and appalling
savagery others are to blame. The reason Cawnpore
streets ran with blood was the intolerable tyranny
of Congress. Because young men who took part in
the murder of both an English police officer and a
very gallant Indian head constable, paid the penalty
of the law, and Mohammedan shopkeepers refused to
express their sympathy . . . murderous passion
flatmfedt out and they were butchered by self-styled
patriots.

" When the shambles was over Congress had the
unparalleled effrontery to continue the role of
parallel government and set up its own enquiry,
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refusing to give evidence at the official enquiry. All
last winter the country rang with denunciations of
the unfortunate police. Murder clubs could stone
them in the streets, and prevent their (lend being
buried or burnt, and their families buying food, but
let the unfortunate police attempt to defend them-
selves from Congress crowds and the Press shrieked
columns about lathi charges, repression, and
brutality.

" Then came Cawnpore, and some members of this
disheartened force finding themselves for once not
the immediate object of the hooligans' fury, decided
not to ask for trouble, but to look the other way.
Instantly a new and louder howl went up to heaven,
'Why did not the police fire?' Well do we all know,
as the unhappy police know, that had they fired they
would have been denounced as murderers, reeking
with the blood of innocent people.”



CHAPTERIX.
INSTIGATORS OF  ASSASSINATION.

The newspaper press Is a great power, but as
unchained torrents of water submerge whole country-
sdes and devastate crops, even sO an uncontrolléd
%en serves but to destroy.—" Mahatnia Gandhi—His

wn Story," Page 154.

Recently owing to the Extremist Organs of
the Press persistently publishing inflammatory
articles in praise of assassination, the Government
of India has at last been compelled to introduce a
Press Control Bill. The passing of this Bill was
obstructed in the Legislative Assembly by the
Nationalist Opposition. Mr. Sarma, Editor of
The Bengalee, a non-official member of the House,
accused the Opposition of following Mr. Gandhi
with their lips but betraying their professions by
their actions. A three days debate on whether
or not to approve the principle of a Bill to
prohibit the instigation of assassination was, he
said, no credit to the Assembly and no testimony-
of fitness for self-government.

Mr. Emerson, Secretary, Home Department,
Government of India, speaking in the Legislative
Assembly on October 6th 1931, said:—

. "There was incontrovertible evidence that Press
incitements to murder had a widespread effect on the
mind of youth."

Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, the late Mayor of
Calcutta, is reported in his own organ Liberty as
F 57



68 A SEARCHLIGHT ON GANDHI  CHAP.

having usad these words in addressing Sikhs at
Amritsar: "India was required to produce
thousands of Bhagat Singhs before she could
attain Puma Swara]."

" We assume the correctness of the report and
ask how long the Government of India is to tolerate
these verbal Incitements to cold and callous murder.
Thousands of Bhagat Singhs can mean no more and
no_less than thousands of men who will shoot down
officias in circumstances in which they have not a
chance of defending themselves. At the doors of
would-be _Bha?at Singhs lie the cowardly murder of
Mr. Peddie, of the shooting of Colondl Simpson, Mr.
Lowman and half a scoré of other men whose one
crime was that they were doing their duty.

" Mr. Bosg's speech only differs by a shade more
outspokenness from a score of that were
delivered in Congress. At this very meeting at
Amritsar, Pandit Malaviya said:—' "He _expected
every Sikh to come in the firing line,’ That was
metaphor, we shall be told. It Ts curious metaphor
when addressed to men excited by repeated glori-
fications of Bhagat Singh. To them the ' firingline'
can have only one meaning and the speaker who used
the words _knew what meaning would be attached to
them. It is sheer hypocrisy t0 talk of 'non-violence '
while calling for thousands of Bhagat Singhs and
speaking of the “firing line' on the very day that
a murdered official, shot down from behind while
endeavouring to further education, is being carried
to his grave.

"Nor is that all. This very conference at
Amritsar, blessed by Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose and
Pandit Malaviya, insists on including in a resolution
appreciating the sacrifices of Bhagat “Singh, Sukhdev
and Rajguru, the name of Sgjjan Singh, the murderer
of Mrs. Curtis. It should not be necessary, but
apparently it is desirable to recall the exploit of this
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national hero. He attacked with a sword a defence-
less woman resting in her garden, nearly severed her
arms and finally Sruck her on the head. Not satis-
fied with this he attacked two little girls who were
playing in the garden and wounded them both. The
whole business was a piece of cold-blooded savager
with no purpose whatever, and it is that act whic
the Sikh League inssts on celebrating by an enormous
majority.

"The story would be unbelievable were it not
actually true.”. .. If gpesches of this kind are to be
toleratéd, if resolutions exalting the murder of
women and children are to be publicly passd with
acclamation and nothing is to be dong there is an
end of Government, and we had better admit the fact.

" Officers  of Governmmegmgoing quietly and
earnestly about the mogt p ul and helpful of
duties aswas M r. Peddie can be murdered one by one
.. . Here was a man shat down in the midst of a
crowd when there were many people who mugt have
recognised the murderer or murderers and yet no one
will” give the necessary evidence of their identity.
Law can only function when the people are behind it,
and when prominent men preach from the platform
the beauty and holiness of murder, public opinion
becomes wholly perverted and no man's life is safe”
The Statesman, 11th April, 193L

On July 8th 1931, the Calcutta Corporation
adjourned after recording " its sense of grief at
the execution of Dinesh Chandra Gupta who
sacrificed his life in the pursuit of his ideals" *

On the 16th September, speaking at the
reception given to him at the Friends Meeting
House on hisarrival in London, Mr. Gandhi, after
enlarging on the non-violent aims of the Congress
admitted that there was a violent section which

* This Resolution was a tribute to the murderer of
Colond N. S. Smpson.
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embarrassed the aims of the Congress, but agreed
that " there is a common cause b&ween them and
ourselves.  They are burning for the freedom to
which Indiaisentitled.”

It is ludicrous to refer to these youthful
assassins as burnln%_for_the freedom of India."
If they burn for anything it is notoriety. Hindus
will Tisk much for that. In practicaly every
instance they are youths devoid of mental balancé,
merely the”instruments of the instigators, the
real assassns, who prefer not to risk their own
skins in executing their vile work.

The truth of the matter is that the Irwin-
Gandhi so-cdled " Pesce Pact" has been regarded
by Congress merely as a truce., Pandit Jawahar-
lal Nehru, Mr. Gandhi's principal lieutenant, in
fact many rﬁard him as Mr. Gandhi's master,
spesking In Madras in June, saidi—

" We are on the eve of a big thing and must se It
through. 1t will be dangerous work™and have risks,
but we have qualities of %I’It and endurance, compar-
able to those of the bull-dog—we feel that we have
something_in us which will” knock down the mighty
British Empire. We don't care, what happens in
Conferences, the fundamental question is always one
of strength and the power behind you."

And, speaking in Bombay on the 7th June,
1931, he gd:—g il

" If ever. we have to fight the Government again
the fight will be more grim than the previous one.
From™the trend of present day events | am not
sure when the ' truce” will be broken off, but if that
happens we must be prepared for emergencies."

The leaders of the European group in the
Bengal Legislative Assembly in a cable to the
leaders of "the three English political parties



IX A SEARCHLIGHT ON GANDHI 61

stated "the declared Bolicy of certain Congress
leaders is to force the Round Table Conference to
agree to secesson from the Empire under threat
of terrorism."

On the 7th August 1931 The Statesman com-
mentln% on the resolution deploring violence
passed by the Congress Committee in Bombay
writes—

" It is an_insult to the country's inteligence for
Congress which_ dnce the Cawnpore massacre has
been dripping with blood, to come forward with an
equivocal and insincere ' breach of etiquette' resolu-
tion which talks of ' provocation' being given * for
such deeds’ Congress hopes the storm wilT blow over
and then the game can begin again. For six months
Congress has shown ever¥ day and in every wa
that” it interprets the Triendly advances “whic
resulted from the Round Table Conference as due to
fear of itself.”

This is the Congress response to Lord Irwin's
conciliatory gestures which Congress supporters
now openly attribute to fear, and proclaim that
they have only to pursue with redoubled vigour
the campaign of Civil Disobedience, which in-
variably leads to violence, to obtain their goal of
independence. Had an invertebrate Government
paid heed to the following prophetic warning
written by Sir Bampfylde Fuller in 1910—the
present dangerous situation could never have
developed:—

" A policy of concesson, of compromise is exceed-
ingly dangerous. We must do justice, but because
it 1S justice and not because we are afraid of the
conguences ~ The idea of give and take ... is
forelgi]_n to Indian notions of government. |t does not
conciliate our opponents, it merely drengthens their
hold on the imagination of the people”



CHAPTER X.

CONGRESS CLAIMS REPARATIONS FROM
BRITAIN AND THE RIGHT TO
FORFEIT VESTED INTERESTS.

The Indian National Congress appointed what
they describe as the Financial Obligations Com-
mittee to examine India's finances since the
middle of the last Century and determine the
obligations of the two countries to each other.
This Committee recently submitted its Report to
the working committee” of the Congress and the
net result is that Mr. Gandhi is Instructed to
submit to the Round Table Conference a bill
exceeding one thousand millions sterling, based
on the most fantastic claims for restitution by

Britain to India, inter alia including the cost of
the Mutiny.

In _his Journal Young India, Mr. Gandhi
referring to this subject wrote:—

" Congress will serioudy follow the matter to the
end. If any holders of bonds or securities lose, It
\éw_ltl not be because of repudiation of India but by

ritain.

That this ridiculous bill of claims is regarded
as supplyln? a weapon for bar%gnlng is evidenced
by the reply of Sir Phiroze hna (one of the
Indian Liberal leaders and a Parsee delegate to

62
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the Hound Table Conference) who, when asked
his opinion on the bill of claims, said:—

" Financial obligations between Great Britainini
India could not be treated Ilght_lé/—b_ut would have to
be given the most careful consideration."

A fitting reply to these absurd claims was
made by Lord Irwin who, when speaking at
Harrogate on the 20th July 1981, said:—

" No one who reads history fairli/)would deny that
the British have been the means of bringing immense
benefits to the people of what, when we went there,
was an oppressed and distracted continent. We have
established order where chaos ruled; we have brought
justice within the reach of the humblest of India's
citizens, and we have given to India a new concep-
tion of political unlt%.eﬂNo praise, therefore, is too
high for some of the 1 men of our race who have

iven their lives to this service and created the India

at we now know; and | think that if it was ever
seriously suggested to strike an historical, cash
balance” betweéen the two countries, Great Britain's
account would on such heads as these be found to
stand in overwhelming credit."

On January 25th 1929, Mr. Gandhi in reply to
a specific enquiry as to whether in any Constitu-
tion he could endorse he would guarantee an
equality of status in commerce between British
and Indians wrote:—

¥ There are many privileges enjoyed by those who
belong to the ruling race” which® havé not been
legitimately earned. “If, therefore, | had my way |
should most decidedly examine every such privilege
and those which aré discovered not to have
legitimately obtained should be taken away."

As recently as November 19th 1931, Mr.
Gandhi, addressing the Federal Structure Com-
mittee of the Round Table Conference, declared
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that under a National Government in India,
Capitalists both British and Indian "no matter
weﬁ&ts aret (Izloncerned thotit will be dis-

may tell you without any compen
sation"; so thagt free grants may be m%de tog[%
downtrodden.

'No sane person can doubt that should the
British Government surrender its Imperial control
in India, British rights and concessons acquired
at a cog of hundreds of millions of pounds would
be obliterated as completely as similar rights have
been obliterated in Sovief Russa

It without saying that one of the first
acts of an India independent of Imperial control,
would be to repudiate in toto, all liability for the

sons of the retired British Members of the
.C.S. and Indian Army and their dependants.

On the 30th March 1930, the number of retired
members of the Indian Civil Services drawing
@‘ISOHS was 3253, and of the Indian Army—

ficears, 2,614; Warrant Officers, 985; Medical
Officars, 558, Roya Indian Marines, 148, Widows
and Orphans, 6,181. Total, 13,639.
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PART IL

CHAPTER X1I.
MAHATMA  GANDHI'S EARLY  LIFE.

In this and the succeeding chapters | analyse
certain of Mr. Gandhi's own writings and
utterances with the object of enabling my readers
to judge for themselves how flimsy were his
pretexts for inaugurating his policy of Satya-
raha (passive resistance) and his campaigns’ of
ivil Disobedience.

| have studied carefully Mr. Gandhi's recent
autobiography entitled ahatma Gandhi—His
Own Story (George Allen & Unwin, Ltd.). This
volume is an abbreviated version of Mr. Gandhi's
own writings edited by his missionary friend, the
Rev. C. F. Andrews, who appears literally to ooze
affection for any traducer of his own country and
who in his preface says.—

" In the American edition of this bodk | have had
the great privilege of an introduction to the
American public b)f] Dr. John Haynes Holmes, of the
Community Church, New York, who had already

ublished the Autobiography serially in™ Unity." . . .
t was decided between us with Mahatma Gandhi's
full approval, that | should take up this ssoond
volume after | had completed the former book
interpreting his ideas. In both these tasks | have
had the affectionate wggpathy of John Haynes
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Holmes, who shares my own thoughts concerning
Mahatma Gandhi. It has been a joy to meto claim
his friendship in a common cause

The Rev. John Haynes Holmes is the egregious
individual who wrote of India:—

" | dream of her, | fervently pray for her, that

she may no longer be in bond eto stran ers. . .
Witht estroke of midni hto 1st, 1929,
thrngs in India began aio en—and have "been
appening ever srnce—the All-India Congress . . .
formallty declared the independence of India and
0 breezes of Southern Asia the Indian
National flag Gandhi, the sainted leader of the
£Jeople pledged himself for the first time to
Swaraj' interpreted flatly in_terms of national
independence, and agreed to lead in person the « non-

violent ' revolt in India against the British Raj."

Of the Simon Report he wrote—
Thrs report came still-born from the Press, It
é’ beneath the engulfing flood of Indian
ridicule and contempt, and will not be heard of again.
Meanwhile Britain keeps law and order through
ordinance and the lathi

For sheer effronterP/ these dicta of the
reverend gentleman would be hard to beat.

His Own Story discloses that long before Mr.
Gandhi had reached an age when he could have
been capable of understanding the British-Indian
relationship, or formrnﬁ; a judgment thereon, he
must have been heavily inoculated with anti-
British virus, the venomous effect of which
throughout his life has been cumulative.

He writes that at the age of 13, while he was
at school, a wave of " reform " was sweeping over
Rajkot, and he came under the influence of a
school friend who said to him:
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" We are_a weak people because we do not eat
meat. The English are able to rule over us because
they are meat-eaters.”

" A doggerel of Narmad's was in vogue amongst us
schoolboysasfollows.—

" Behold the mighty Englishman;
He rules the Indian small,
Because, being a mesat-eater.

He is five cubits tall.

" All this had its due effect upon me. ... It began
to grow on me that meat-eating was good, that
it would make me strong and daring. . That if the
whole country took toit, the English could be
overcome. ...

" The ancient Hindu writers classified mankind
under four varnas or ' orders,” with reference to their
occupations, namelé: (1) the learned, literate, and
priestly order, or Brahmans; (2) the fighting and

overning classes, who were gz_rouped together  as
ajanyas or Kshatriyas, wresgec ive of race, meaning
by'that term ancestry; (3) the trading and agricul-
taral people, or Vaisyas; ‘and (4) common, humble
folk, day Iabour_ers, and so forth, whose business it
was to serve their betters." Oxford History of India.

The four classes above named have, in the
course of centuries been divided into numerous
sub-castes and outside the sub-divisions of these
four main orders, come the Untouchable com-
munities who have

"initiated the Hindu caste organisation and devel-
oped an elaborate system of Castes of their own,
which may be described by the parodoxical terra
' OUtcaste castes.' " Oxford History of India.

Mr. Gandhi is a member of the Bania Caste
(retail traders) a sub-division of the Vaisyas.
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The Vaisyas like the Jains are strict adherents
to the Ahimsa doctrine (Le. respect of animal
life) and orthodox members of this Caste have an
abhorrence of meat-eating. Mr. Gandhi states
that his parents were particularly staunch in
their faith and that although at that time bein

only 13 years of age he had never heard the wor

" Swaral " (self-government)—he knew what
freedom meant and being blinded by " the frenzy
of reform"” he decided to become a meat-eater
and conceal the fact from his parents.

Thus it is evident that from his earliest years
Mr. Gandhi's overmastering passon has been to
" defeat the English " in the mistaken belief that
India thereby would be made free.

Obsessed with one idea—that "the existin
Government and all it stands for is Satanic," an
(as certain passages from his book which | quote
later, clearly show) bent on its destruction, he has
never hesitated in furtherance of his Civil Dis-
obedience Campaign to manufacture grievances
from the flimsiest material, completely indifferent
to the consequences.

Speaking in Calcutta on this subject in
December 1930 Lord Irwin said:—

" The fact that Civil Disobedience claims to rest on
the harmless gospel of negation has not prevented its
rapid development into a chalenge to constituted
Government and a (T;rave menace 10 order. Those
who have summoned Trom the deep this spirit of law-
breaking in support of a so-called non-violent move-
ment, do not excgpe responsibility when their gospel
leads ill-balanced minds to resort to the methods of
violent terrorism of which you have had experience."

"Mahatma" means "Great Soul." | am
unaware who bestowed this title on Mr. Gandhi
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but as he has assumed it he obvioudly consders it
appropriate. His more extravagant admirers, not
satisfied with describing him merely as "Great
Soul,” claim for him parity with the Creator.
Romain Holland designates him as "The man
who became one with the Universal Being"; the
Eev.C. F. Andrewsas" A Saint and a Redeemer “;
Rene Fulop Miller as " The Holy Man"; the Rev.
J. H. Holmes as "Christ returned to Earth";
and so on ad nauseam. Therefore, it was
with considerable interest that recently | studied
the pages of Mahatma Gandhi—His Own Story,
thinking possibly they might disclose the reasons
that prompt his worshippers thus to deify him.
In this expectation | was disappointed, as a care-
ful study of the Mahatmas own version of his
life left ‘on me the impression that by no stretch
of the imagination can his writings and sayings
be regarded as the message of one inspired, and
that he has ){)%tda long way to travel before he
can be descri as "The man who became one
with the Universad Being."

The Mahatmas account of his school days
does not err on the sde of modesty, portraying
as it does a youthful Gandhi, hyper-sensitively
conscientious—in fact so unctuously good that the
average schoolboy would regard him as insuffer-
able. "He writesi—

"1 do not remember having ever told a lie during
this short period of my life. .. .

" Books and lessons were my sole companions.
It was my daily habit to be in &chool at the stroke
of the hour and to run back home as soon as the
school was over. ... | was by nature blind to the
taujits of elders. ... As a rulé | had a distaste for
any reading that went beyond my school books. The
daily lesson had to be done, because | disliked being
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taken to task by mt\; teacher as much as | disiked
deceiving him . ", . but always enjoyed the affection
of my teachers  Certificates of progress and
character usad to be sent to our parents every year
and mine were always good.

"1 very 'eaJ.ousI(?/ regarded my character. The
least little'blemish drewtearsfrom my eyes.  When
| merited (or seemed to the teacher fo merit) a
rebuke, it was quite unbearable for me.  Once |
received corporal punishment. The punishment itself
did not affect me so much as the fact that it was
consdered my desert.  When it happened | wept
piteoudy."

The gem of the above quotation is Mr.
Gandhi's qualification " or seemed to the teacher
to merit.” Evidently he holds the view that
while at school he was so immaculate that even
in rebuking him his teachers erred.

After this certificate of his own to the perfec-
tion of his character as a schoolboy and his love
of truth, it is almost refreshing to read his admis-
sion of certain lapses during his school-days, and
to find that for a brief period he became normal
and like the majority of small boys succumbed to
the temptation to flirt with * My Lady Nicotine."

He recounts how he and his friend having no
money, pilfered stumps of cigarettes which had
been thrown away by his uncle but finding these
were not alwail]s available they " began to steal
coppers from the servants pocket money in order
to purchase Indian cigarettes" and smoked in
secret but he now considers smoking to be
" barbarous, dirte/ and harmful." He also relates
how later he stole a bit of gold from his meat-
eating brother's armlet and in another passage
writes of himself at this period:—
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" One thing took d root in me. .. the
conviction that morality is the bags of all things, and
that Truth is the "subgance of all morality.
Truth now became m&l le objective. . Truth began
to grow in magnitude every day—snce then my
definition of Truth has evér been widening. . . .
' Return good for evil' became my guiding ?rlnmple—
it became such a passon with me that | began
numerous experiments in it."

| have only referred to the above trivial
incidents because Mr. Gandhi's version of them
indicates that even in such minor matters he is
the victim of " chaos of thought,” for his claim
that during this period he so loved truth that he
never told a lie, and that " the least little blemish
in his character drew tears from his eyes" seems
somewhat incompatible with surreptitious smok-
ing and the blemish of stealing.

| do not propose to quote from Mr. Gandhi'*
somewhat unnecessary dilation on the carnal
desires of his youth and early manhood. Presum-
ably his object in referring to the subject was to
prove to the world that by "the abandonment
of the married life for one of entire abstinence "
he now has almost attained to " perfect purity."

Mr. Gandhi early imbibed his strong antipathy
to the Christian religion. In his autobiography
(page 53) he writes:—

" Many things combined to inculcate in me a
toleration “for all faiths. Only Christianity was at
that time an exception. | devdoped a sort of didike
for it. . . . Those days Christian missonaries used
to hold forth pouring abuse on Hindus and their Gods.
| ¢/mld not som this. About the same time |
heard of a well-known Hindu having been converted
to Christianity. It was the talk of the town that

o]



4 A SEARCHLIGHT ON GA2SDHI  CHAP.

when he was baptised he had to eat beef, and drink
liquor; that he also had to change his clothes and that
henceforth he began to go about”in European cosume
mcludmg a hat—these things got on my nerves.
Surely thought | a religion that compdled me to eat
bedf, drink Tliquor and change on€s clothes did not
deserve that name. ... All these things created in
me a didike for Christianity."

I am glad that the Rev. C. F. Andrews, the
editor of Mr. Gandhi's memoirs, had the decency
to publish the following foot-note on the above
fantastic story.

"This in the autobiography was chal-
lenged by I\ﬁ%t the Missiongrgy,aevh% was livin
at Rajkot 40 years ago. Mahatma Gandhi accept
Mr. t's repudiation and pointed out that he had
smply stated what he as a young boy had heard."

This being 0, why repeat the fable in this recent
autobiography ?

The Rev. C. F. Andrews explainsin his Preface
that these memoirs were dictated by Mr. Gandhi
in his own mother-tongue to one of his fellow
prisoners during the years 1922-24, and were
published in serial form in India and America:
they have been published since in book form. It
would be interesting to know whether in these
publications Mr. Gandhi has taken the trouble to
correct this gross misrepresentation.

LIFE IN LONDON.

When 18 years of age Mr. Gandhi came to
England and read for the Bar. In his descrip-
tion of his experiences in England it is difficult
to detect indications of advance towards perfec-
tion such as one would expect in a man for whom
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it is now claimed that he has " become one with
the Universal Being."

Some of the incidents he records appear rather
trivial for abudding " Mahatma." Hewrites.—

" England | could not bear, but to return to India
was not to be thought of. Now that | had come |
must finish the three years, said the inner voice. . . .
Daily | would pray for God's protection, and get it."

He describes in considerable detail the care he
bestowed at this time on his personal appearance,
obtaining clothes " suitable for English society "
from the Army and Navy Stores, an evening dress
suit made in Bond Street and a double watch chain
of gold which he persuaded his brother to send
him. He relates that he wasted ten minutes
every day before a mirror arranging his tie and
parting his hair in the correct fashion. Being
desirous of attaining the accomplishments that
he assumed " go toward the making of an English
gentleman,” he took lessons in dancing, French
and elocution. He states that " this infatuation
lasted about three months " but " the punctilious-
ness in dress persisted for years" adding—

" Let no one imagine that my experiments in
dancing and the like marked a stage of self-indul-
gence in my life. Even then | had my wits about
me, and this period of infatuation was not unrelieved
by a certain amount of introspection on my part. |
kept account of every farthing | spent. . .".

"Forty years ago there were comparatively few
Indian students in England. It was a practice with
them to_affect the bachelor, even though they mlg_ht
be married. ... I, too, caught the contagion, and did
nat? hesitate to pass myself off as a bachelor, though
| was married and the father of a son. But | was
none the happier for being a dissembler.”
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Mr. Gandhi's admission that he " dissembled "
is rather difficult to reconcile with his statement,
that at this time, he was " daily praying for God's
protection and getting it," and would appear to
indicate some backsliding from the degree of per-
fection he had attained while still at school, when
he never told a lie and " so jealously regarded
his character " that " theleast little blemish drew

tears from his eyes"



CHAPTER XI1.
INDIA- AND SOUTH AFRICA.

After spendierhg three years in England, Mr.
Gandhi return to India. On Page 87 of
Mahatma Gandhi—His Own Story, he writes:—

" After _becoming disappointed about getting
gractlce in Bombay I” left that city and went back to
ajkot, where | s& up my own difice ..."

He states that while in Rajkot he got the first
shock of his life. His brother who was under a
charge of having given wrong advice to the late
Rana of Porbandar, urged Mr. Gandhi to inter-
vene on his behalf with the Political Agent whom
Mr. Gandhi had met when in England. Mr.
Gandhi admits that he had no right on this
account, to attempt to influence the Agent, feut
nevertheless secured an appointment and on
reminding the Agent of their previous acquain-
tance, was ag(h;rleved when the Agent replied that
he presumed he had not come there to abuse that
acquaintance. Mr. Gandhi persisted in submit-
ting his case until he provoked the reply—

" Your brother is an intriguer. | want to hear
nothing more from you. | have no time.  If your
brother has anything to say let him apply through
the proper channd.”

#While Mr. Gandhi admitsthat this answer was
perhaps deserved he still persisted in addressing
the Agent, who losing patience told him he must

v
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go, but as Mr. Gandhi ignored this request the
Agent asked a servant to show him the door.
The servant, on entering, findingthat Mr. Gandhi
still hesitated to leave, placed his hand on his
shoulder and put him out of the room.

Mr. Gandhi immediately wrote to the Agent
whom he accused of having insulted him, and—
through his servant—assaulted him threatening
Ip_)irooeec_ilngs unless the Agent would make amends.

ewrites:—

" Quick came his answer through his orderly.

" You were rude to me, | asked you to go out and

you would not. | had no option but to order my

servant to show you the door. Even after he asked

ou to leave the office you did not do so. He there-

ore had to use enough force to put you out. You
are at liberty to proceed as you wish."™

Mr. Gandhi referred his grievance to Sir
Phirozeshah M ehta who happened to be in Rajkot,
who advised him that he would gain nothing by
legal action. He writes:—

"The advice was as bitter poison to me, but |
had to swallow it. | pocketed the insult, but aso
profited by it. ' Never again, said I to myself,

shall | ai)ace myself in such a false position; never
ain shall | try to exploit friendship in this way.'
is shock changed the whole course of my life. No
doubt | was at fault in going to the Political Agent.
... He simply could not endure my talking. ~ He
could have politely asked me to go, but power had
intoxicated him.

"Meanwhile | began to learn something of the
etty politics of the countr¥. Conspiracies of officers
or power were the order of the day. Such an atmo-

sphere appeared to me to be poisonous.”

At thistime Mr. Gandhi had some work to do
in Porbandar when he found the Administrator
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with whom he had to deal " though an Indian to
be even worse than the Sahib in arrogance. . . .
In theend | became exaperated and wished to get
away from the whole intriguing surroundings'

WhileMr. Gandhi wasin thisirascible frame
of mind, an opening came for him to visit South
Africa. He writes that he " wanted to |leave
India" soaccepted the" tempting opportunity of
seeing a new country and having new experience"
On arrival in Durban he was met by his employer
Abdullah Sheth and remarks that on landing he
was the object of some curiodty, as wearing a
frock coat and gmall turban, his dress marked
him out from other Indians.

A few days later he was taken to the Durban
Courts. He'writes.—

" The ma?istrate kept staring at .me, and finaly
asked me to fake off my_turban, which'| refused to
do, and left the Court. “So here, too, there was fight-
ing in store for me.

"|. wrote to the Press about theincident. . . ._The

uestion was much discussed in the S., .. Thus
ﬂ]gsﬁ nmnde,nt ave me an unexpectegaﬁ)\r/emsement l|Jn
South Africawithin afew days of my arrival."

~ The | have quoted in this Chapter
indicate that at this time when Mr. Gandhi was
in the early twenties he was an impetuous and
opinionated young man—and that even in those
days he waS hopdesy incapable of viewing a
stuation in its right perspective

{ilf his_ own versgon of his p at arms
with the Political Agent is acoepted, the Agent's
action obvioudy was justified and his attitude
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throughout was correct in every respect. Mr.
Gandhi's mission to the Political Agent was
typical of the attempts that, in India, are con-
stantly being made to "influence" officials.
Happily, for the Indian community at large, the
standard of honour in the Indian Civil Service is
exceptionally high, yet the atmosphere of intrigue
which for centuries has afflicted India is still so
prevalent that the average Indian seeking some
official favour almost invariably attempts to cir-
cumvent the " proper channel” for pursuing his
application.

Mr. Gandhi admits that he knew he had no
right to approach the Agent and that the
Agent's answer was perhaps deserved; yet he
threatens proceedings, but ultimately decides to
" pocket the insult,” coming to the wise decision
that never again would hetry and exploit friend-
ship. Mr. Gandhi proceeds to state that "this
shock changed the whole course of my life." If
this be true, it must be the record instance of
litter lack of any sense of proportion. Presum-
ably this trivial incident, in which Mr. Gandhi
admits he was at fault, finally launched him on
his anti-British career. It is some satisfaction
to find that he subsequently encountered an
Administrative Officer who, though an Indian,
was " even worse than the Sahib in arrogance”
and that in Kathiawar — Mr. Gandhi's own
country.

" Petty intrigues between States and congpiracies
of officials (all Indians) for power were the order of
the day. The Princes were at the mercy of

cophants and the atmosphere (a wholly Indian
atmosphere) was poisonous”
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His account of his arrival in Durban and " the
turban incident" is instructive; he appears to
have been an aggressive youth looking for trouble
and delighted to find it.

" So here too there was fighting for me. ... |
wrote to the Press

and he is obvioudy gratified that the incident
gave him an " unexpected advertisement."

This latter sentence is the key to Mr. Gandhi's
subsequent career. Throughout the pages of his
autobiography—beneath a veil of pious humility
—there is clearly discernible a keen sense for
dramatic effect. Even his admissions of certain
frailties are so recounted as to throw into relief
the stoicism with which—in his ﬁursuit of per-
fection—he claims to have triumphed over them.

In 1896 Mr. Gandhi returned to India for a
few months. While in Pretoria prior to his
return, he writes of himsef—

" | found mysdf all the while in search of God
and striving for” sdf-realisation." —(Page 123.)

On his arrival in India Mr. Gandhi s&t in
motion an agitation on the condition of Indians
in South Africa. He wrote a pamphlet on the
subject, several thousand copies of which were
distributed throughout the country. He enlisted
press support, interviewed Indian political leaders
and delivered speeches in Bombay, Poona and
Madras. While in Calcutta he was recalled by
cable to South Africa, but by that time—

. "The agitation in India had reached enough
importance as news for the principal Indian_news
Papers to notice it in their columns and for Reuter
0 send cablegrams about it to England.”
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Mr. Gandhi returned to Natal in the
S.S. "Courland" carrying: about 4(H) Indian
passengers—another steamer carrying an equal
number arriving at the same time. The
Europeans of Natal already incensed by cabled
summaries of Mr. Gandhi's speeches in India,
which he states were distorted—assumed that he
was bringing these 800 passengers to Natal as a
first step to flooding Natal with free Indians.
Accordingly they passed a resolution advocating
that these passengers should be prevented from
landing—the bubonic plague having broken out
in India—the steamers were held in quarantine
for 21 days. Meanwhile Mr. Escombe, a Member
of the Natal Government, pacified the Europeans
and persuaded them not to interfere with the
landing of the passengers. He sent word to Mr.
Gandhi, however, that while his family might
land at any time, he advised him to defer landing
until the evening, when he would send the Police
Superintendent to escort him home, but Mr.
Laughton a friend of Mr. Gandhi's persuaded
him to disregard Mr. Escombe's advice. Accord-
ingly Mr. Gandhi disembarked and accompanied
by Mr. Laughton proceeded on hisjourney. Soon
he was recognised and surrounded by an
" enormous " hostile gathering.

" The crowd began to abuse me and showered upon
me sones and whatever else they could lay their
hands on. ... | was about to” fall unconscious
when | held on to the railings of a house nearby.
For awhile | took breath and when the fainting was
over proceeded on my way. At that time I had
almost given up any hope” of reaching home alite
but 1 remember well, that even then iny heart di
not arraign my assailants.
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" While | was thus slowly wending my way, the
wife of the Superintendent of Police at Durban,” Mrs.
Alexander, was coming from the opposite direction.
We knew each other well. She was a brave lady
e . . she opened her sunshade for_my protection and
began to walk by my side. . . . Thé injuries, there-
fore, which | received after she joined me, were not
serious. . . .

...." | reached Rustomji's house without further
trouble. . . . The Medical "Officer of the ' Courland/
who was present, began to examine my wounds;
there were not many of them, one blind” wound in
particular was very painful. . . .

..o AT this eared in the newspapers the
next. day. Sensiblgp %eople among thesFI)EaLE)ropeans

admitted their mistake. . . . ThiS enhanced my
reputation as well as the prestige of the Indian
community. . . . Whenever | think of that day | feel

that God” was preparing me for the pracfice of
Satyagraha."

News of this episode was cabled to England
and at the request of Mr. Chamberlain, who at
that time was Secretary of State for the Colonies
—the Natal Government offered to prosecute Mr.
Gandhi's assailants if he could identify them—
but he replied:—

"'l might perhaps be able to identify one or two of
them, but” had already made up my mind not to
rosecute anyone/ hat informafion they had,
ey had obtained from their leaders, and it was
too" much to expect a crowd to judge whether it was
correct or otherwise. If all that they heard about
me was true it was natural for them'to be excited
and do something wrong in_ a fit of indignation.
Excited crowds had always tried to deal ouf justice
In that manner."
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| have quoted at some length from Mr.
Gandhi's vivid account of his perilous experiences
because—

(1) Mr. Gandhi admitsthat the Natal Europeans
were Incensed—prima facie— with some justi-
fication at a distorted summary of his spésches
againgt them in India.

(2) That having been goned and kicked until
about to fall unconscious—having fainted and
almost given up any hope of reaching home
alive—he was fortunate when dowly wending
his way home to meet the kind lady who under
the shdlter_of her sunshade protected him from
the frenzied mob so that his additional
" injuries were not serious.”

(3) That consjderin%_ the prolon and  mur-
derous attack on him, as described by himsdf,
he was singularly fortunate to find ‘when his
wounds were examined, that " there were not
many of them,” and apparently that only
" one blind wound in particular was very
painful."

(4) 1t is noteworthy that the modes Mr. Gandhi
once again secured a good Press and obvioud
was hlgh;}/_ gratified at the "enhancement df
hisreputation.”

(5) In the paragraph | quote last, Mr. Gandhi
makes a remarkable admisson. Paraphrased
it reads thus—

"1t is too much to expect a crowd to judge
whether information obtained from its leadérs s
correct or otherwise. If false and inflammatory
news be circulated it is natural for a crowd to become
excited and commit exceses"

Had Mr. Gandhi allowed his realisation of this
vitally important fact to control his conduct 4n
India, there would have been saved thousands of
lives, infinite misery and untold financial loss.
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In Chapter 1X. of India on the Brink | quoted
extracts from the Indian National Congresa
Bulletins, and referring to these | wrote:—

" Thousands of these cyclostyled sheets have been
Pubhshed, or should | say ' fabricated' daily, from
he day Mr. Gandhi commeénced his Civil Disobedience
Campaign. The_lies they contain are so vile and
outrageous, that, if read only by intelligent people,
they would defeat the end of theif inventors, but their
object is deliberate and obvious, viz., to arquse b
any means the passions of the ﬁeople_to the pitch o
revolution, ~ Unforfunately they circulate among
massss of illiterate folk who, having no other source
of information, believe them to be true."

| am unaware that Mr. Gandhi has ever con-
demned these publications.



CHAPTERXin.
THE BOER WAR

Certain claims in respect of Mr. Gandhi's
services during the Boer War were dealt with in
correspondence which appeared in the Morning
Post in August last, from which | quote below.

On the outbreak of the war, Indians in South
Africa, deliberated as to whether they should
offer assistance to the British. Mr. Gandhi states
that " One of the charges levelled against the
Indians was that they went to South Africa only
tﬂ fatten themselves." A powerful section urged
that—

" The British oppress us just as much as the Boers
do. If we are subjected to hardships in the Trans-
vaal we are not very much better off in Natal or the
(;eﬂe, Colony, ... A small nation like the Boers is
fighting for”its very existence. Wh|¥' should we be
instrumental in their destruction? Finally, from a
Rractlcal point_of view, no one will take it upon
imself to predict a defeat for the Boers. ..."

~Mr. Gandhi however contended that although
" it must largely be conceded that justice is on
the side of the Boers" their duty as British
subjects was—

"not to enter into the merits of the war . . . jbut
... to render such assistance as we can. . . . we
came to the conclusion that if we had the will God
would grant us the ablllty&tso serve.”
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Mr. Gandhi's view prevailed and an Indian
Ambulance Corps 1,100 strong was trained by Dr.
Booth who became its Medical Superintendent.
The leaders having obtained certificates of medical
fitness, offered their services to the Government
stipulating that they should not work within the
firing line. Later, when an emergency arose,
they voluntarily waived this stipulation, and Mr .
Gandhi writes:—

"We were only too willing to enter the danger
zone . . . We therefore wecomed this opportunity
but none of us received a bullet wound or any other
injury.

While in no way wishing to belittle the value
of the service Mr. Gandhi and the Indian Ambu-
lance Corps rendered at this time, it is interest-
ing to note in his account above quoted, a reluctant
admission that Indians in South Africa were a
little better off under the British than under the
Boers; also, despite the fact that in aiding the
British they would be " instrumental in destroy-
ing a small nation fighting for its very existence,"
he considered that it was the clear duty of
Indians, as subjects owing allegiance to Great
Britain, " not to enter into the merits of the war,
but to render such assistance as we can."

Had Mr. Gandhi adhered to the principles he
rofessed at this time, India to-day, with the
oyal co-operation of all communities, would have
been well advanced on the road to self-govern-
ment and not, as it is, a land honeycombed with
sedition and riven with communal strife.

In a glowing tribute to Mr. Gandhi at St.
Edmund's Church, Lombard Street, E.C. on the
10th June 1931, the Rev. C. F. Andrews, said:—

" He (Mr. Gandhi) was asked to go into the thick
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of the rifle fire to rescue the wounded and he immedi-
ately did s, winning the admiration of the British
troops who saw his heroism. At the battle of Colenso
he helped to carry the only son of Lord Roberts, who
was mortally wounded,” from the battlefidd to
Chieveley Camp, a digance of many miles."

Major-General Sir T. J. Gallwey, K.C.M.G.
commented on the above statement as follows.—

"I was present at Colenso and so | ought to know.
| do not know anything about Mr. Andrews and |
do not know what claim he has to speak about
Gandhi, but | am perfectly prepared to megt him and
to question him as to the sources of his information.
Gandhi came to s me on December 9th and said
that he could collect 2,000 indentured coolies to act
as dretcher bearers. 1 accepted his offer; but he
made the definite stipulation that he and his men
should work only along the lines of communication
and not under fire. Hé would not have had time to
0r(_1<an|se his codlies by December 15th when the battle
took place.

" | was principal Medical Officer at the time and
| distinctly remember that at Coenso the stretcher
bearers were Europeans working under British
officers It is of course HJSt possiblé that some coolies
may have come up at the end of the engagement to
have a look round but | do not think that they did.
In any case they were not under fire for there was a
kind of armistice while British and Boers collected
their wounded.

"I repeat that Mr. Andrews statement regarding
Lieutenant Roberts is absolutely without foundation.
Gandhi could not have come into contact with him.
| waspresent and | put him into the train which took
him to Chieveley. The only occason when Gandhi
and his codlies took an official part as stretcher
bearers was at Spion Kop when they carriedcthe
wounded from Mount Alice to therail head and then
they were not under fire"
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Colond Brazier-Creagh, who was Staff Officer
under Major-General Sir Thomas Gallwey, states:

"| was on thefield under Sir Thomas Gallwey
until the battle ceased. ... | saw all the wounded
evecuated. Every single casualty was carried away
by British men under British officers and there is not
a'word of truth in any suggestion that Gandhi was
present at that stage. “At about two o'clock in the
morning | returned to Chieveley, where was the
nearest ~stationary hospital. . . 7 Captain Roberts
was |lying badly wounded and obviously near death
but fall of couraﬁe. to carry him 200
yards or so to the railway and put him into my
ambulance train. He died Soon afterwards and from
two q'clock that morning until his death | had not
left him for one moment.” Therefore | can guarantee
that Gandhi's men never assisted him in"his last
moments in spite of what has been said. | kept a
full diary at the time and can vouch for the truth
of ever |nrg that | have said. ... To sum up—the
nearest that I can place Gandhi to Colenso is a three
miles distance. At Spion Kop he can have encoun-
tberlflagt no more in the way of ' firing' than stray

ullets.

Replying to the statements of Sir Thomas
GaIIweX and Colonel Brazier-Creagh, the Rev.
C. F. Andrews wrote to the Morning Post:—

" The Authorities | have consulted do not bear
out Major-General Sir T. J. Gallwey's recollections
of the Indian Ambulance Corps at Colenso and Spion
Kop. They arrived by a forced march just in time
to render ” invaluableé assistance to the British
wounded at Colenso, and among those carried back to
Chieveley base hospital was Lord Robert's son. . . .

" Mr. Gandhi_in 1927 relates the same story thus
—" die action at Spion Kop found us within the firing
line. We had the honour of carrying soldiers like
General Woodgate' . . . the nafrative is given
H
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independently by Mr. Vere Stent, Editor of the
Pretoria News. "'l saw/ he writes, 'the Indian
mule train moyed up the d%pes of the Kop carrying
water to the distressed soldiers. The ]galllng rifle
fire did not deter them. As one Indian fell, another
tuietly stepped forward to fill the vacant place
Afterwards the grim duty of the bearer corps, which
Mr. Gandhi had organised, began. It was on such
occasions the Indians proved théir fortitude, and the
onewith the greatest fortitude was Mr. Gandhi.' "

Commenting on the Rev. C. F. Andrews' reply,
Colond F. S. Irving wrote to the Morning Post:

~ "1 was at that time an officer of the 10th Brigade
Field Ambulance. This was the mogt advanced Field
Ambulance in the mgagenent and was located on
the dopes at the foot © ion Kop. . | personally
received General Woodgate on admisson to the
Field Ambulance to which he had bean conveyed from
the firing line by British soldiers and | had him
under my care until he left the following day. The
mor_nlgc? following his admission the Field’ Ambulance
received orders fo_evacuate all sck and wounded
immediately. . . . The Boers had allowed just two
hours within which to gt wounded away unmolested.
It was during the period of cease firethat the Indian
Ambulance Corps arrived . . . and thanks to their
assgance all the wounded were degatched ... in
the stipulated time.

" General Woodgate was mortally wounded and
was one of those sent back t%y bearer transport.
There was neither rifle nor gun |redur|r|1:qthe£er|od
the Indian Ambulance Corps was at the Field Ambu-
lance and my recallection is that the column of
bearers carrying sretchers as well as the horsed
ambulance wagons got back safely over the pontoons
without exposure "to fire buf neverthdess *the
sretcher bearers ﬁerformed a very exhausting and
laborious task with great credit.”
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When asked which of the above versions was
true Mr. Gandhi said:—

" The Indian Ambulance Corps, numbering over
1,100, reached Chieveley Camp near Colenso after
dusk, just after the battle in which Lieutenant
Roberts was killed. | received orders from Colonel
Gallwey that the deceased Lieutenant's body had to
be removed immediately. We had then hardly
pitched our tents; but | sent seven men—not coolies
—but educated men who returned late at night and
| received special thanks from Colonel Gallwey for
prompt attention to orders and | was next day
invited through Dr. Booth to meet him in his tent.

" It is quite true that ou this occasion there was
no question of a firing line, hostilities having been
suspended for the collection of the wounded. . . .
After the reverse at Spion Kop . . . General Buller
. . . said—he would be grateful if we would enter
the firing zone in order to remove CO wounded from
the foot of Spion Kop. My companions and | were
delighted to have this privilege and led by Major
Bapte we crossed the pontoons, entered the flrln\%lzone
and removed the wounded including General Wood-
gate, Major Scott-Moncrieff and other officers and
carried them on stretchers 25 miles. We were again
within the firing zone at Vaal Krantz soou after
Spion Kop."

On being shown Mr. Gandhi's reply, Colonel
Brazier-Creagh said:—

" |f Gandhi was at the foot of the hill, the only
bullets which he can have encountered must have

come right over the hill as the activity would be on
the other side”

The quotations above given in connection with
these incidents are instructive. It will be noted
t (1) That the Rev. C. F. Andrews stated

specifically that Mr. Gandhi went into the thick
of the rifle fire to rescue the wounded, winning
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the admiration of the British troops who saw his
heroism, and that he helped to carry from the
battlefield Lieutenant Roberts who was mortally
wounded; also that at Spion Kop M r. Gandhi was
within the firing line and carried General
Woodgate when the latter was wounded.

(2) Mr. Gandhi admits that the Indian
Ambulance Corps only reached Chieveley Camp
after the battle, adding, " it is quite true that on
this occason there was no question of a firing
line, hostilities having been suspended for the
collection of the wounded." Thus, it is clear
that Mr. Gandhi's own statement directly refutes
the claim made for him by the Rev. C. F.
Andrews.

(3) With regard to the claim made, that at
Spion Kop Mr. Gandhi, while under fire, assisted
in removing General Woodgate and other
wounded, Colond Irving specifically states that
" there was neither rifle nor gun fire during the
period the Indian Ambulance Corps was at the
Field Ambulance."

(4) With reference to the claim repeated by
Mr. Andrews that while moving up the dopes of
the Kop " carrying water to the distressed
soldiers the galling rifle fire did not deter them.
As one Indian fell another quietly stepped for-
ward to fill the vacant place," the most conclusive
refutation of this claim is contained in Mr.
Gandhi's recent Autobiography in which he writes
of the experiences of the Indian Ambulance Corfte
in the Boer War:—" None of us received a bullet
wound or any other injury." This being o, if,
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at any time they were under the galling fire of
perhaps the finest marksmen in the world, they
must have been singularly fortunate.

It would appear that Mr. Gandhi's ardent dis-
ciple, the Rev. C. F. Andrews, in his anxiety to
magnify the Mahatma, has not hesitated to credit
him with deeds of heroism performed under
a qgllllng fire which, on investigation, are proved
to be purely apocryphal.

Over a century ago Abbe Dubois, the great
French missionary, wrote of the history of the
wars of the ancient Kings of India—

" Hindu authors carry exaggeration even to
puerility. . . . Facts are so_interwoven with foolish,
sndess efforts of the |ma1};1|nat|on, that it is impos
sble to disentangle the truth . . . only that which is
extraordlnan{ and extravagant has”the power of
pleasngthe Hindu, . . . Themaxim * Rien n'ex beau
quelevral, le vrai seul e aimable—would be rank
heresy in good Hindu literature.”

It _must grieve the Mahatma—whose "sole
objective " is truth—to find his disciple emulating
these imaginative methods.



CHAPTER XIV.

MR GANDHI FOUNDS THE PHOENIX
SETTLEMENT—ZULU REBELLION—
ORIGIN OF THE WORD " SATYAGRAHA "
—TOLSTOY FARM.

After the Boer War Mr. Gandhi resided in<
Johannesburg where he states that his " legal
ractice continued to increase" until he was at
is" wits end" to cope with it.

In 1904 he launched his Journal Indian
Opinion he writes:—

" Week after week | poured out my soul in Its
columns."

It was in 1904 that he purchased for £1,000 an
estate near Durban of 100 acres and formed the
Phoenix Settlement "on which everyone should
labour drawing the same living wage."

Mr. Gandhi stated that he;

" Tried to draw to Phoenix those relations and
friends who had come with mefrom Indiatotry their
fortune, and were engaged in some business or” other.
They had come in search of wealth and it was a
difficult job to persuade them but some agreed.
these | can only single out Maganlal Gandhi's name.
The others went back to businéss."

This passage is worth noting as in 1896 Mr.
Gandhi visited India to conduct an agitation
against the harsh treatment of Indian settlers in
South Africa, both by the Boers and the British.

%
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Were this treatment as intolerable as he
described, it is strange that on his return to
South Africa he should have brought with him
" relations and friends" prepared in this hostile
environment " to try their fortune in search of
wealth." He, at gga/ rate, | presume will admit
that they and, indeed, all Indians in South Africa
went there of their own free will.

ZULU REBELLION.

In 1904 the Natal Government sent a punitive
expedition against Natal Zulus—as " a Zulu Chief
had advised non-payment of a new tax and had
assegaied a sergeant who had gone to collect the
tax."

Mr. Gandhi states that he " had grave doubts
about the ' rebellion ' itself " and adds " whatever
may be the case my heart was with the Zulus"
Nevertheless he volunteered to raise an Indian
Ambulance Corps and collected "a party of
twenty-four " and was given the temporary rank
of Sergeant-Major. He writes.—

" | was greatly delighted on reaching headquarter
to be told that "our main work was to nurse the
wounded Zulus. . . . The white soldiers at first
would pesp through the railings that separated us
from them and try to dissuade us from attending the
wounds. As we would not heed them they would be
enraged and pour abuse on the Zulus . .". wherever
\t/vedw"ent I am thankful that we had God's good work
o do!

| fear when penning the above lines that Mr.
Gandhi's vison of his "sole objective" must
temporarily have become obscured—for |1 am con-
vinced that in this anecdote, there is precisdy the
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same amount of Truth as in the epic of his
"heroism" under a "galling fire" in the Boer
War.

ORIGIN OF THE WORD " SATYAGRAHA."
The word " Satyagraha" was coined in the
following manner. Mr. Gandhi writes.—

"l could nat for the life of me find a new name
(for passve resgance) and therefore offered a
nominal prize through I'ndian Opinion to the reader
who made the bet su ion. . . . Manganlai
Gandhi coined the word ' Sadagraha’ (SAT—truth
AGRAHA—firmness) and won the prize. But in
order to make it clear | changed the word to
'Satyag%raha' which has dnce "been current_in
Gujarati as a desgnation for the struggle The
higory of the Satyagraha struggle Is for all practical
purposs a higory of my life'in South Africa and
%Iy of my experiments with Truth, in that
U finent."

TOLSTOY FARM.

Mr. Gandhi undertook to train the boys at
Tolstoy Farm, Johannesburg, a settlement similar
to Phoenix Settlement in Natal. He writes.—

"l saw that | mug be an eternal object lesson for
the boys and girlsliving with me"

On one occasion an unruly boy roused Ghandi's
anger to such an extent that he struck him with
aruler. The culprit wept, not from the pain of
the blow for, as Mr. Gandhi says, being a stout
fellow of seventeen " he could—have paid me back
in the same coin "—but because he realized the
pain he had caused me in driving me "to this
violent resource Even to this day Mr. Gandhi
Is worried as to whether he was " right in using



X1V A SEARCHLIGHT ON GANDHI 97

the ruler " as " it was prompted by anger. Had
it been an expression only of distress" he would
" have considered it justified."

" Once when | was in Johannesburg | received
the tidings of the moral fall of two of the inmates
of the Ashram . . . this news came to me like a
thunderbolt . .. | felt that the parties to the guilt
could be made to realize my distress and the depth
of their fall, only if | did some penance for it. So
| imposed on myself a fast for seven days and a vow
of dhav;}n fonIy one meal for a period of four months
and a hal

". . . 1 did not know the technique of fastlng,
espeC|a||y the necessity of drinking plenty of water."”



CHAPTER XV.

A DOMESTIC  DIFFERENCE—
BRAHMACHARYA.

_Mr. Gandhi narrates with doubtful taste, but
with admirable candour against himself, details
of a quarrel he had with his wife in 1898 while
they were living in South Africa, when he forcibly
gjected the weeping woman from his house.
hh|Ie expressing contrition for this act, he writes
that:—

" The incident in question occurred in 1898, when
I had no conception of Brahmacharya (celibacy).

"Let no one conclude from this narrative of a
sacred recollection that we are by any means an ideal
couple, or that there is a compléete identity of ideas

etween us. Mrs. Gandhi herself does ot perhaps
know whether she has any ideals independently of
me. It is likely that many of my doings havé not
her approval even to-day. ~We néver discuss them;

$e no. in discussing them. . . . But she is
blessed with one great quality. Anditisthis: Will-
ingly or unwillingly, consciously or unconsciously, she
has “ considered herself blessed in following my
footsteps.”

I only mention this incident, because, as it
eccurred 'when he was twenty-nine years of age
and had been married for sixteen vyears, it
would a&m_ear prima facie rather to ~discount
certain clams he makes for himself in earlier
chapters of his autobiography; eg., that even
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when still at school he "so jealously regarded
his character that the least little blemish
drew tears from his eyes, that the precept
—" return good for evil " had become his guiding
principle—that even when he was in London
eleven years before this incident, he was " daily
praying for God's protection and getting it," that
when in South Africa three years prior to the
incident, he found himself " all the while in search
of God and striving for self-realisation " and felt
" that God was preparing him for the practice of
Satyagraha" (his name for "passive resistance").

From the last portion of the passage above
quoted, one cannot the impression that
even to-day the Mahatma's attitude to his wife is
one of supreme condescension.

Mr. Gandhi, six years after the incident above
guoted and after twenty-two years of married
life took a vow to observe Brahmacharya .gs.trlct
continence) and details at some length the difficul-
ties he personally had to surmount in keeping this
vow and in disregarding his wife's protestations.

Surely the Mahatma would have been well
advised and would have displayed more respect
and consideration for his wife, "had he refrained
from broad-casting to the world, details of inti-
macies that concern them only, which even he
describes as sacred recollections.



CHAPTER XVL
SATYAGRAHA  IN NATAL.

In the early years of this century indentured
Indian labourers'in South Africa were subject to
a poll tax of three pounds per head on the termin-
ation of their contracts.

Mr. Gokhale, an Indian political leader, came
to South Africa to negotiate with the Union
Government for the removal of this objectionable
impost. He interviewed General Smuts, the
Premier, and returned to India under the impres-
sion that the Union Government would secure the
repeal of the tax within one year. The necessary
legislation was delayed owing to objections raised
by the Natal Europeans.

The obvious remedy for this unfortunate
situation, was to call on the Government of India,
who were entirely in sympathy with the
grievances of their Indian subjects in South
Africa, to exercise pressure through the British
Government on the Government of South Africa
to repeal this unreasonable tax without delay.
Such constitutional methods however did not
appeal to Mr. Gandhi who was burning for an
opportunity to put to the test his new device' of
Satyagraha. In Mahatma Gandhi—His Own
Story, he writes:—

100
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"An occadon arose for offering Satyagraha In
Natal soon after Gokhalé's departure, . . . General
Smuts ought to have brought forward the necessary
Bill in the Assembly.

" But he did nothing of the kind; and provided
us with the wecome apportunity of including this
despicable impost as a cause of 'war' . .. the
breach of a promise made to such a representative
of India as Gokhale was, was not only a personal
insult to him, but also to the whole of I'ndia, and as
such could not be taken P/lng down. It was impos
sble to pocket an insult offered to the mother
country, . . . This. . . opened up a fresh field of
recruifment for our ' army.' ..."

Mr. Gandhi admits that the 60,000 indentured
labourers practically all of whom would be
"Untouchables" in India—were illiterate and
could neither read nor write. Therefore they
knowing nothing of Satyagraha would have to be
"educated to take part in it" but he was very
doubtful as to " which of them would participate
in the struggle" At this juncture Mr. Gandhi
states:—

"As if unseen by anyone God was preparing the
Ingredients for our” victory ... an event happened
which none had expected.”

A judgment in the Cape Supreme Court
declared that only marriages celebrated according
to Christian rights and registered by the Regis-
trar of Marriages were legal. Mr. Gandhi
decided " it seemed best not to appeal against this
unspeakable insult—had he done o, this prepos
terous judgment would most certainly have been
reversed, but this was a risk he must avoid at all
costs for its reversal would mean that the God-
prepared " ingredients” for a Satyagraha victory
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would evaporate and he thus could reap no advan-
tage from this "unexpected event" So he
decided instead of agBeaIm to organise a cam-
paign "to offer stubborn yagraha' and his
volunteers were instructed to deliberately break
certain laws until they were arrested.

Finding that " there were not many men ready
to go to gaol" Mr. Gandhi—rather than his plan
should fail, decided to sacrifice the women—SQ
appeded to them to court arrest by defying the
law. He sent them from Natal into the Trans
vaal without permits, but nothing happened. He
then started them ha_wkln goods without a
licence but the police still took no naotice of them.
Beginning to fear that he would fail to get these
Poor illiterate women arrested, he " now" decided
o take a gep " he " had reserved to the last.”
Hewrites.—

"That was to be my final offering to the God of
Truth. ... If the sisters were arrested upon entering
Natal, well and good, but if they were not arrested,
it was arranged that they should proceed to and post
themselves at Newcastle, the great coal-mining centre
in Natal, and advise the indentured Indian labourers
there to go on strike. ... If the labourers struck in
response to the sisters' appeal the Government was
bound to arrest them along with the labourers, who
would thereby probably be fired with still greater
enthusiasm. . . . This was the strategy | thought
out, and unfolded before the Transvaal sisters.”

The Government of Natal, like the Government
of the Transvaal, ignored the breach of the law
by these women in entering their territory with-
out a permit, but when the women went to the
great Natal Cod Mines, with the ddliberate object



XVI A SEARCHLIGHT ON GANDHI 103

of fomenting trouble "according to the plans
previously settled,” Mr. Gandhi writes:—

" Their influence spread like wildfire. The pathetic
itory of the wrongs heaped up by the three-pound
tax touched the labourers to the quick, and they
went on strike. | was pleased. | was not prepared
for this. The Government could not now any longer
leave the brave Transvaal sisters free to pursue their
activities. They too were sentenced to imprisonment
for the same term, three months." . . . These event*
Itirred up the hearts of Indians not only in South
Africa, but also in the motherland, to their very
depths.

" The women's imprisonment worked like a charm
upon the labourers in the mines, who laid down their
tools and entered the city in succeeding batches. . . .
How was | to house and feed this ever growing
multitude? A huge concourse of men . . . generally
ignorant of the laws of sanitation.

some of them had been to jail for criminal
offences such as murder, theft or adultery. But |
did not consider myself fit to sit in judgment over the
morality of the strikers. It would have been silly
of me to attempt at distinguishing between the sheep
andkthe goats. My business was only to conduct the
strike. . . .

" | thought out a solution of my problem. | must
take this "army" to the Transvaal and see them
safely deposited in jail. ... It was no joke to control
a multitude of live to six thousand men."

Mr. Gandhi eventually was arrested and
placed in Bloemfontein jail. He writes:—

"The prospect of uninterrupted study for a year
filled me with joy. ... | had warned my co-
workers against allowing any more labourers to go
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on strike.  There were about sixty thousand of them
inall. ... With such alarge of men It would
be impossble to prevent a breach of the peace.  But
when the flood-gates were opened there is no checking
the universal eluge The labourers everywhere
struck work. . . . Government now adopted a policy
of blood and iron. The dightest disturbance on the
part of the labourers was answered by rifle fire—
wounding many and killing some”"

Under pressure from the Government of India
the Union Government appointed a Commission
to enquire into the grievances of Indian settlers,
and Mr. Gandhi was released after six weeks
imprisonment.

In South Africa at this time there were
a few thousand traders mostIY of Mr. Gandhi's
own "Bania" caste who, like Mr. Gandhi
and his "friends and relations® had elected
“to try their fortune" in South Africa in
" search of wealth." In addition to these
traders approximately there were 60,000
indentured Indian labourers, i.e. labourers
enlisted in India to serve on contract in other
arts of India or abroad usually for a period of
ive years. This labour force is recruited almost
exclusively from the untouchable community in
South India and is engaged mainly for work on
plantations or in mines. Those who enlist, do so
of their own free will, and in many cases the
settle in the country to which they have migrated,
finding life there more endurable than in their
native land.

When, in 1896, M r. Gandhi visited Indiarind
started his agitation on the condition of Indians
in South Africa, | imagine he would admit their
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conditions at that time, were in most respects
better than they would have had to endure in
their own country, where they would have been
treated as Pariahs.

The Indian traders in South Africa who had
ig_one there in " search of wealth " apparently had
ittle to complain of. Had it been otherwise,
being free agents they could have returned to
their own country. r. Gandhi could obtain
from them but little support, financial or other-
wise, for his campaign of Civil Disobedience.

Apparently, the 60,000 indentured Indians
were not discontented with their lot until Mr.
Gandhi intervened, and even then he had to
resort to the employment of women to work on
their feelings and persuade them to come out on
strike, but he had achieved his object. His
deliberate incitement of women to court arrest
in order that he might put to the test his new-
fangled Satyagraha gospel, was, | submit, a
wholly discreditable action.

Admittedly Indian settlers in South Africa at
this period had two legitimate grievances. There
was no justification for the poll tax of three
pounds per head but negotiations for the removal
of this tax were afoot though a decision was
delayed. There can be no shadow of doubt that
had "the Government of India, who were in full
sympathy with their Indian subjects on this point,
put pressure on the Union Government, it would in
due course have secured the abolition of the tax,
but Mr. Gandhi who had long been searching for
*a pretext to exl:gqenment with his newly-invented
plan of Civil Disobedience thought this too good
an opportunity to let slip.
|
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In the case al9, of the unreasonable judgment
| contend there is no doubt that had an appesal
been lodged and. supported by strong representa-
tions to the Union Government by the Govern-
ment of India, it would have securéd its reversal.
Yet the Mahatma, athough he knows full well
that were these poor misguided " sisters" in their
own countr)(, the majority of his Congress col-
leagues would regard ‘them as " too degraded to
touch "—rather than sacrifice this " providential"
opportunity for creating trouble—he " unfolds " to
them_ his brilliant "strategy" that they should
sacrifice themsdlves by defying the law until they
S[:r(])mpelled the Goverriment to arrest and imprison

em.

It is clear from Mr. Gandhi's account of
this campaign, that the Union Government
ignored as |ong as possible, the breaches of the
law by these ignorant women, and obvioudly only
with great reluctance arrested them for inciting
a strike amongst men who had no grievance in
connection with their employment.” But Mr.
Gandhi had attained his 0Object. He had
" stirred up the hearts of Indians—in the Mother-
land " until their " blood boiled at the thought of
these women lying in jail."

These two legitimate grievances of indentured
Indians could, and in due course would have been
remedied under pressure from the Government of
India, but Mr. Gandhi preferred to saize this
%Qlden opportunity to put to the test his Civil

Jisobedience theory, and incidentally to thrust
himself into the “limelight and achieve wide
notoriety.
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That in conducting his experiment "some
wer e killed—many wounded " and great sufferin
causd to thousands of ignorant “and innocen
E);eople,, presumably does “not weigh on Mr.

andhi's consdence



CHAPTER XVII.

THE GREAT WAR—MR.  GANDHI'S
SERVICES  IN RECRUITING.

Mr. Gandhi returned to India in December,
1915 during the Great War. In 1918 the Viceroy
invited various leaders of public opinion in India,
including Mr. Gandhi, to a War Conference in
Delhi. Mr. Gandhi writes:—

"On my reaching Delhi . .. Andrews [that
patriotic Englishman!” the Rev. C V. Andrews
raised a question about the morality of my partici-
pation in the War Conference. How could’| partici-
ate in the Conference, asked Andrews, if er(1jgland
ad entered into secret treaties of a ’Pr atory
character with another European power?  Lord
Chelmsford invited me to discuss the question . . .
as a result | agreed to take part in the Conference."

" The Viceroy was very keen on my supporting
the Resolution about recrui jn%. | asked for permis-
sion to spesk in Hindustani, the Viceroy acceded to
my requeﬂ but suggeﬂed that 1 should spesk also
in"English. | spoke but one sentence to this effect:
" With the full sense of my responsibility | beg to
support the Resolution.'

" Many con%ratul_ated me on my having spoken in

Hindustani., The discovery that | was the first to

speek in Hindustani at a Viceregal meeting hurt>my,

national pride. | felt like shrinking into myself.

What a tragedy, that the language of the country
108
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should be tabooed in meetin?s held in that country,
for work relating to the coun r¥. Incidents like these
are rergmders"o the low state to which we have been
minced. . . .

Mr. Gandhi states that he attended a Con-
ference in Gujerat but felt ill at esse in "this
atmosphere of servile submission." He spoke at
length but could say nothing to please the officials.
This is not surprising inasmuch as in the recruit-
ing leaflets he issued he used the following
argument:—

" Among the many misdeeds of the British rule
in India history will”look upon the Act depriving a
whole nation of arms as the blackest. If wo want
the Arms Act to be repealed, if we want_ to learn the
use of arms, here is a golden opportunity. If the
middle classes render voluntary help to Government
in the hour of its trial, distrust will disappear, and
the ban on possessing arms will be withdrawn."

If the passages above quoted were penned
deliberately, they must be branded as disin-
genuous. The more charitable view would be to
attribute them to Mr. Gandhi's " chaos of
thought/" Methinks he "doth protest too
much,” in connection with the language incident
which he created deliberately, the Viceroy having
acceded to his request that he might address the
Conference in Hindustani, when he says that he
" felt like shrinking into himself and describes the
incident as a " tragedy."

It would be difficult to find a more extreme
case of an imaginary grievance magnified into
a great wrong. The Viceroy invites various
people to a Conference which in accordance with
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common practice is conducted in English. Mr.
Gandhi apparently being in a contrary frame of
mind, requests permission to speak in Hindustani,
which is granted, though the Viceroy, evidently
fearing that some of those present might not
understand Hindustani, asks Mr. Gandhi also to
speak in English. Could any treatment have
been more courteous? No: | fear even then Mr.
Gandhi was looking for trouble, for he must be
aware that Hindustani is spoken by less than half
of the peoples of India and that it would be Greek
to an actual majority of them.

Mr. Gandhi also must be aware that—

" among the educated minority, English is the means
of communication, not only for officia Pur, s but
for any form of intercourSe on an All-India basis;
no single vernacular tongue has so wide a range.
The language with the widest currency amonfg e
general population is Hindustani in its two forms
and scripts Urdu and Hindu. Urdu was the language
of the camp and Court of the Mohammedan invader,
and Modems generally prefer to use the Arabic
script.  Hindus, while speaking the same tongue
employ a Sanskritic script, but Hindustani is Tar
from being generally understood all over India; the
census enumerates altogether 222 vernaculars. A
man who wished to make himself generally under-
stood in all parts of India would have to be master
of as many separate tongues as a linguist who was
Prepared to accompli the samé achievement
hroughout Europe."— (S.R. Vol. 1. P. 13)

Nearly all the debating in the various Legis-
latures is conducted in English; and if | am not
mistaken English is the language mostly used at
the meetings of the Indian National Congress/
The Congress Bulletins certainly are printed in
English.
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Even more basdess than Mr. Gandhi's
grievance on the language question is his invec-
tive against the Arms Act. When, during the
war, for a brief period, Mr. Gandhi undertook to
assist recruiting for the Indian Army (an effort
which his friend, the Rev. C. F. Andrews, an
Englishman! ! endeavoured to dissuade him from
making, on the plea that " England had entered
into secret treaties of a predatory character with
another European Power " he issued leaflets ask-
ing people to enlist as recruits stating that—

~ " Among the many misdesds of the British rule
in India history will ldok back upon the Act depriving
a whole Nation of Arms as the blackes ... if we
want to learn the use of arms here is a goden
opportunity.”

Apart from this naive admisson by Mr.
Gandhi of the motive that prompted his tem-
porary exhibition of loyalty to the Empire; viz.,
" the golden opportunity to learn the use of
arms," he definitely states that the blackest mis-
dead of the British rule in India was the Act
depriving a whole nation of arms. If this be the
gravest accusation Mr. Gandhi can bring against
British rule in India, it proclaims the hollowness
of his Civil Disobedience agitation. He must
know that no one in England may possess arms
without a licence.  Surely he must recognise that
if such a law is consdered necessary in England,
vastly more so must it be in India, with its age-
long conflicts between diverse races and creeds.
Mr. Gandhi exaggerates when he says that a
whole nation has been deprived of arms. An

» Inflian, just as easily as an Englishman, can
obtain a gun licence, though both have to show
that they are fit and proper persons to hold a
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licence and to give a sufficient reason for wishing
to posess one.  On one occason when | was leav-
ing India, | had no difficulty in obtaining a gun
licence for my bearer who was a keen Shikari,
and | should be surprised if the number of Indians
holding gun licences does not far exceed the
number of British. There is one possibility Mr.
Gandhi should not overlook. Were firearms
p by the whole nation it is more than
probable that the disparity in population between,
Moslem and Hindi would be speedily redressed.



CHAPTER XVIII.

MR. GANDHI MAKES THE ROWLATT
REPORT HIS PRETEXT FOR LAUNCHING
HIS FIRST CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE
CAMPAIGN, THUS COMMITTING
"A HIMALAYAN MISCALCULATION."

Shortly before the termination of the Great
War, Mr.” Gandhi was taken ill and when peace
was declared he writes:—

"Whilst | was thus tossing on (he bod of pain
.. . the news that | had no more to worry myself
about recruiting came as n very great comfort to’ me."

He was recovering from his illness when the
Report of the Rowlatt Committee, details of which
| givein Chapter V1., was published. After con-
ferring with Mr. Vallabhbai Patel, Mr. Gandhi
decided that if the measure became law they
should at once offer Satyagraha in defiance of if.
He therefore organised ‘an agitation against the
Report which " gathered intensity "; meanwhile
news was received that the Rowlatt Bill had been
published as an Act. Mr. Gandhi writes:—

"That night | fell adeep while thinking over. the
question. ..." | was still_in that twilight “condition
between deep and consciousness when “suddenly the
idea broke upon me, it was as if in adream . . . that
we should call upon the country to eull a general
Hartal. "

113
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A hartal involves a complete suspension _of
business and compulsory closing of all snops. The
date fixed for the observance of the hartal
throughout India was April 6th 1919, but in Delhi
it was observed on March 30th and its tragic
results are described in Chapter V 11. of this book.
Mr. Gandhi writes:—

" The story of haEpenings in Delhi was repeated
with variations in Lahore and Amritsar. From
Araritsar, Drs. Satyatal and Kitehlu had sent me
Prng invitations to go there ... | communicated
0 them my intention to visit Amritsar after Delhi.
The Hartal in Bombay was a complete Success.

~ " Full preparation had been made for starting
civil disobedience ... in respect of such laws only
as easily lent themselves to being disobeyed by the
mases. © The Salt Law was exiremely “unpopular.
.. . 1 therefore suggested that the people might
prepare salt from seawater in their own houses™in
disregard of the salt laws."

He also arranged for the widespread sale of
proscribed literature and organised meetings for
the administration of pledges to commit Civil
Disobedience. These meetings however were
poorly attended. n~Commenting on this Mr.
Gandhi writes:—

"I have noticed this characteristic difference in
the popular attitude—partiality for exciting work
together with dislike for quiét construelive effort.
The difference has persisted to this day."

On April 7th Mr. Gandhi started for Delhi and
Amritsar but Government fearing that his
presence would lead to a disturbance of the peace
prohibited him from entering the Punjab and
served him with an order to this effect while he
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was en route. He was told he must return to
Bombay but declining to do so was escorted back
there by an Inspector of Policee On arrival in
Bombay he was informed that he was now free
and a friend told him that the news of his arrest
had " incensed the people and roused them to a
pitch of mad frenzy " and that at Pydhuni which
Is in the mill area of Bombay an outbreak was
apprehended every minnte and that already a
Magistrate and the Police were on the scene
Proceeding to Pydhuni, Mr. Gandhi writes:—

"1 saw that a huge crowd had gathered. @ On
seeing me the people went mad with joy and the
sky was rent with the shouts of ' Bande Mataram,’'
and ' Allaho Akbar.! As the procession . . .
was about to proceed towards the Crawford
market It suddenly found itself confronted by a body
of mounted policé who had arrived there to preverit
them from ﬁ)_roceedlng further in the direction of
the Fort.* The crowd was densely packed. It had
almost broken through the police cordon. There was
hardly any chance 6f my vrc])ége being heard in that
vast concourse. Just then the™ officer in charge gave
the order to disperse the crowd and a once the
mounted police charged upon the crowd, brandishin
their lances as they went. For a moment | felt th
| would be hurt. “But my apprehension was ground-
less. . . . The ranks of the People were soonbroken
and they were thrown into utter confusion which was
soon converted into a rout.”

The crowd having dispersed, Mr. Gandhi called
at the Police Commissioner's office and lodged a
complaint against the conduct of the Police. He
told the Commissioner that he thought " it was
quite unnecessary to send that contingent of
mounted men"—as he must have known that

*" The Fort " Bombay is the European buainees quarter.
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" the horses were bound to trample on the people."
The Commissioner replied, "You cannot judge
that ... we police officers know better than you
the effect of your teaching on the people. If we
do not start with drastic measures the situation
would pass out of our hands. ... Do you know
what is happening in Ahmedabad and what has
happened in Amritsar? People have everywhere
gone nearly mad. ... | did not want the proces-
sion to proceed to the Fort as a disturbance was
inevitable and as—the people would not listen to
persuasion . . . the responsibility of all these
disturbances lies on you." Mr. Gandhi replied:—

" | assure you | shall readily take it upon myself
wherever | discover it, but | should be deeply pained
and surprised if | found there were disturbances in
Ahmedabad. | cannot answer for Amritsar.”

On receiving confirmation that in Ahmedabad
" the mill hands had gone mad—committed acts
of violence and a sergeant had been done to
death," Mr. Gandhi writes:—

"| proceeded to Ahmedabad. On the way |
learnt that an attempt had been made to pull_up the
rails near Nadiad railway station, that a Govern-
ment otlicer had been murdered in Viramgam, and
that Ahmedabad was under martial law. The people
were terror-stricken.. They had indulged in acts of
violence and were being made to pay for them with
interest. . . . Mr. Pratf, the Commissioner, 1 found
in a state of rage: | spoke to him gen IY and
expressed my regret for the disturbances. Sug-
gested that martial law was unnecessary and declared
my readiness to co-operate in all efforts to restore

peace

" Martial law was withdrawn . . . | tried to bring
home to the people the sense of their wrong. . .
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| declared a penitential fast of three days for myself
and appealed to the people to go on a similar fast
for a day and suggested to those who hud been guilty
of acts of violence to confess their guilt.

" Just as | had suggested to the people to confess
their guilt so 1 su%;qﬂed to the Government to
condone the crimes. Neither accepted my suggestion.

"I had already made up my mind to sust)end
Satyagraha so long as the people had not learnt the
lesson of peace.

" Almost immediately after the Abhmedaba*
meeting 1 went to Nadiad. It was here that | first

ed the expression ' Himalayan miscalculation'
with r?ard to my failure to s what would happen.
Even a Ahmedadbad | had begun to have a dim
perc_e{)tlon of my mistake. . . . On reaching Nadiad
... it suddenly”dawned upon me that 1 had com-
mitted a grave error in calling upon the people . . .
to launch Upon civil disobedience prematurely. . . .

" .. It may be ri%htl,y argued, ' How can a
People who are’in the habit of frequently evading
aws, as most people are, suddenly grasp the signi-
ficance of civil disobedience or Keep themsdves
within its strict bounds? | admit thaf it is no
matter for thousands and hundreds of thousands o
peopleto fulfil the ideal conditions mentioned above."

When Mr. Gandhi returned to Bombay he
endeavoured to raise a corps of volunteers to
interest the people in the " peaceful side of Satya
graha," but he comments sorrowfully " as the

ay's passed by the number of fresh recruits began
to'dwindle. Thus | realised that the progress of
the training in Civil Disobedience was not going
to be as rapid as | had first expected."

Mr. Gandhi repeatedly requested to be
allowed to visit the Punjab to conduct an enquiry
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into what he describes as " the Punjab atrocities "
and he was permitted to do so on October 17th.
He writes:—

The scene that | witnessed on my arrival_at
Lahore can never be effaced from my memory. The
rallwa%/ station was_from end to end one Seethlgg
mass of humanity. The entire population had turn
out of doars in” eager expectation, as if to meet a
dear -relation after a long separation, and was
delirious with joy. ..."

Mr. Gandhi states that in the course of his
enquiry he came across tales of the Government's
tyranny that "filled him with deep pain." He
expresses no sorrow for the appalling tragedies
that had compelled the imposition of martial law
and for which he alone was primarily responsible.

At a specia session of the All-India Congress
held in September 1920, Mr. Gandhi sponsored a
Resolution that Congress should adopt his policy
of non-co-operation as a means of attaining
"Swaraj" %self-government). One or two
speakers wished to limit the Resolution to
" Swaraj " within the British Empire but Mr.
Gandhi states they could obtain but meagre sup-
ﬁort. Thus from that date the goal of Congress
as been complete independence.

The passages quoted in this Chapter are
illuminating.

In the quotations | have given from Mr.
Gandhi's own account of the genesis of his Civil
Disobedience Campaign and its development, the
following facts should be noted. *eo

(1) It was during his "twili%ht sleep" the won-
derful revelation came to him, that to remedy
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what he conceived to be a grievance, the right
course was to incite the illiterate masses to
break the law.

That such laws only as easly lend themsdves
Eo Eemg disobeyed by the masses should be
roken.

eg The Salt Law—A Tax on Salt has
been levied in_India from time immemorial.
To Indiansit is symbolical of authority. For
this reason Mr.” Gandhi sdected it for his
first line of attack as the mogt spectacular
method of defying Government.  The Salt
Tax works out afoproxlmately to one hun-
dredth part of a tfarthing per day per head
of the population.

Mr. Gandhi sates that he has noticed " this
characterigtic difference in  the popular
attltude—_ﬁaruallty for exciting work
toPaher with didiké for quiet congtructive
effort.”

This indicates clearly that the apparent suc-
cess of Congress in collecting large crowds for
its demonstrations, is due to their partiality for
excitement, rather than to serious interest in
Congress policy.

(4)

Mr. Gandhi admits that when he deliberately
di /ed the Government prohibition of his
entry’into the Punjab, the news of his arrest
roused the people in Bombay "to a pitch of
mad frenzy,"—that an outbreak at Pydhunl
was apprehiended every moment, and that the
dense crowd had almost broken through the
police cordon. Indeed, when he arrived there,
"for a moment he felt that he would be
hurt," yet he protests to the Commissioner of
Police because the latter conddered the time
had arrived to disperse this frenzied crowd
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which threatened to break through into the

European quarter. The Commissioner's

action probably prevented a repetition in

Bombay of the tragedies that he knew had

'aAIreactiy occurred™ at  Ahraedabad and
mritSar.

| submit that Mr. Gandhi's description of his
interview with the Police Commissioner must
convince any impartial person of the hopeless
futility of his reasoning.

(5) When fuller details of the tragedies resulting
from the lawless movement initiated by Mr.
Gandhi . became available, he had the grace
to admit that he had committed a " Hima-
layan miscalculation™ in launching the move-
ment, but apparently the realizafion of his
grave error only came to him slowly—as he
makes the amamgg statement that ™even at
Ahmedabad | ‘begun to have a dim
perception of my mistake."

At Ahmedabad he must have known of the
brutal murders of Bank Managers and others,
and of the burning alive of a Magistrate at
Viramgam. |f some of the most appalling crimes
ever perpetrated—the direct outcome of his insti-
%atlon.to lawlessness—could only arouse in Mr.
andhi " a dim perception of his mistake," both
his mentality and conscience must be abnormal.

(0) He admits that il is " a difficult task to
Interest the people in the peaceful sde of
Satyagraha."



CHAPTER XIX.
SUMMING  UP.

In my preface | stated that | should quote
somewhat extensively from M r. Gandhi's writings
and utterances in order to appraise the true value
of his apPar_entIy hypnotic influence. | have done
so, and | will now sum up my conclusons.

Mr. Gandhi was bred in an anti-British
environment and from his earliest years, long
before he could have been capable of judging for
himself, he was instilled with the ambition " to
defeat the English.”

As a boy he was obvioudy sdf-conscious and
rather overwhelmed by the ‘multiplicity of his
own virtues.

When, as a youth of 18, he came to this
country to read for the Bar, he states, " England
| could not bear." His sojourn here was unevent-
ful and his account of "his experiences might
represent those of anﬁ( Indian student. He was
not immune from thelittlevanities to which many
young men are prone. In dissembling as to his
marriage he temporarily lost sight of his " sole
objective — Truth,' and at this time although
"even then he had his wits about him" there
was nothing to indicate that he was a Mahatma
in embryo,

c 121
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His account of his altercation with the Politi-
cal Agent in Kathiawar (quoted in Chapter XI1.),
apparently supplies the genesis of his hostility to
the British Raj, causing him to devote his life to
its destruction. While he admitted that he was
in the wrong over this incident, he nevertheless
states that it " changed the whole course of his
life." His" guiding principle" —return good for
evil(j—was not strong enough to heal his injured
pride.

Herein | am firmly convinced we have the ke
to the motive that has inspired the anti-Britisl
campaign he has since waged with ever increas
ing bitterness. The <h that changed the
whole course of his life was a shock to his
abnormal sense of his own importance. Having
studied closdly both his writings and utterances,
I am driven to the concluson that his cloak of
excessve humility covers an overweening vanity
—it projects in every chapter of his autobio-
graphy.

Time after time he delights in recording such
phrases as the " unbounded enthusiasm™ his

resence inspired and how the public on seeing
im went " delirious with joy." This perhaps is
not surprisingH for this plant of sdf-esteem
which even in his school days showed such sturd
growth, has since been richly manured wit
nauseatingly extravagant adulation by a weird
medley of cranks of both sexes—L ittle Englanders
and avowed enemies of Great Britain.

One of the most capable British officials that
ever served in India, who is held in the highest
regard both by Europeans and responsble
Indians, and who has wide ?/mpathy with legiti-
mate Indian aspirations, told me that his conver-
sation* with M r. Gandhi had convinced him that
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the Mahatma is so deeply impressed with his
own importance and infallibility that any argu-
ment with him is unavailing.

When, at the age of twenty-one Mr. Gandhi
returned from England to India, he spent a few
years in practice as a barrister. Not meeting
with success in Bombay, he tried his fortune in
his birthplace, Rajkot (a small Indian Native
State) but finding the atmosphere " poisonous”
and wishing to " get away from the whole in-
triguing surroundings " he accepted an offer to go
to South Africa. There is nothing in his version
of his experiences up to this time to indicate that
he was other than quite an ordinary though dis-
tinctly a self-opinionated young man. The
Mahatma's rapid rise to notoriety and the founda-
tion of his reputation for holiness, dates from
his landing in South Africa.

Let us examine this foundation. He leaves
the " poisonous atmosphere" of his birthplace,
for South Africa, of his own free will, but nursing
a sorely wounded self-esteem, to salve which he
must search for a pretext to " defeat the
English." Within a few days of his arrival in
Durban, in a comparatively trivial incident he
finds his first pretext:—

" So here too there was fighting for me—I wrote
to the Press—the incident gave me an unexpected
advertisement."

From Mr. Gandhi's own version of his activi-
ties in South Africa, it is clear that the aggressive
spirit which he displayed immediately he arrived
in the country, and which gave him " an unex-
pected advertisement” increased in intensity until
It dominated completely his course of action.
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Passages | have quoted from the Mahatma's
writings will enable my readers to judge whether
" the soul of the Mahatma is the soul of Christ"
or whether they indicate that "he has become
one with the Universal Being," or "will live in
history and in Heaven with Buddha, Socrates and
Jesus." Phrases such as these have been applied
to Mr. Gandhi by so many peculiar people that he
evidently has come to believe they must be true.
That in itself is immaterial, but the danger lies
in the fact that the fame of the Mahatma's legen-
dary deeds and powers has spread throughout
the length and breadth of India, gripping the
imagination of millions who now literally regard
him as a Saint. Vast numbers of people, illiterate
and easily excited, will blindly obey the Mahatma's
mandates, even though they be wildly impractical
and certain to be productive of disastrous results.

The greatest contributor to Mr. Gandhi's fame
has been the Government of India. In 1919 Mr.
Gandhi launched his first law-breaking campaign
and despite the fact that when he realized its
tragic results he ordered its suspension, admit-
ting that he had made a " Himalayan Miscalcula-
tion," he soon resumed his policy of courting
arrest by defiance of the law, until in 1922 he
was arrested and lodged in Yerravda Jail, Poona.
His arrest caused no trouble in India; indeed the
situation rapidly improved, and for two or three
years the political atmosphere was comparatively
peaceful. The new Legislative Assembly, estab-
lished under the Government of India Act 1919,
was functioning satisfactorily and Civil Dis-
obedience was practically non-existent.

In the year 1924, while still in jail, he was
taken ill with appendicitis and operated on by a
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British surgeon, who undoubtedly saved his life.
Mr. Gandhi writes:—

"1 have more than once publicly expressed my
E_ralltude to Colonel Maddock and his staff for all the
indness with which they overwhelmed me."

Directly Mr. Gandhi was convalescent Govern-
ment released him unconditionally. Had he then
shown his gratitude by throwing all his great
influence into making the working of the Reforms
Scheme a success, to-g?/ a contented India would
have been far advanced towards her goal of self-
government, and would have been saved the bitter
strife of the last two years, with its appalling
train of tragedies. But Mr. Gandhi preferred to
show his gratitude, by supporting the malcon-
tents who were pledged to wreck the Reforms
Scheme, and utilised his liberty in organising his
second campaign, the hIStOI’%/ of which is recorded
]E)rlefly IIP earlier chapters of this book. It speaks
or itself.

When, about three years ago, Mr. Gandhi was
passing through Calcutta en route to Burma,
whither he was bound with the object of stirring
up disaffection, the local Congress Committee
organised a big procession to meet him on arrival,
which was to march through the principal streets
of Calcutta and make a bonfire of foreign cloth
in a public place. The Commissioner of Police,
Sir Charles Tegart, prohibited the procession, and
informed the Congress Authorities that, should
it be attempted, he would be compelled to dis-
perse it. In defiance of his orders the procession
started, was duly dispersed and the Commissioner,
who had never been informed that Mr. Gandhi
v,as above the law, arrested him, but under the
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orders of a benign or possibly a nerveless Govern-
ment, Mr. Gandhi was released the next day—a
singular method of strengthening the hands of
the Commissioner who the Extremists more than
once had attempted to assassinate; indeed, on one
occasion another man was mistaken for him and
shot dead. It is said that the Extremists have
sworn to " get him."

Had Mr. Gandhi been detained on this occa
sion, he would have been unable to launch his
second Civil Disobedience movement but once
a?ain he devoted his liberty to perfecting his plan
of campaign, evidently in the belief that Govern-
ment was afraid to take action against him.

When, on the 2nd March 1930, Mr. Gandhi
warned the Viceroy that on the 12th of March he
intended to launch a new campaign of Civil Dis-
obedience he should have been informed forth-
with that if he did so he would be arrested. In-
stead he was allowed for several weeks to march
through the country preaching sedition and incit-
ing the masses to break the law. UItl_mateIP/,
Government was compelled to arrest him. [n
July 1930, while he is still in jail, the Viceroy,
th.rou%h intermediaries, enters into negotiations
with him and his colleagues the Nehru's, only to
ﬁ!ve them the opportunity of rejecting with scorn

is conciliatory offers.

On the 26th January 1931, Mr. Gandhi and his
companions in sedition are released uncondition-
ally, just at the moment when, well-informed
opinion holds, the Civil Disobedience Movement
was on the verge of collapse. Thus, this action
of Government gave the movement new life.

In February 1931, the ex-Viceroy received Mr.
Gandhi at Simla, almost as though he were a



XIX A SEARCHLIGHT ON GANDHI 7

victorious foe, and in large measure conceded his
demands in a Peace Pact, which from the
day it was signed has been treated openly
b?/ Congress only as atruce. The effect of
all this was to enormously enhance Mr.
Gandhi's prestige and correspondingly lower the
prestige of Government. Later when Mr. Gandhi
visited the new Viceroy at Simla he was per-
mitted the use of a motor car, a privilege which,
on account of the dangerous nature of the hilly
roads, is reserved solely for the Viceroy and Com-
mander-in-Chief and which never yet has been
granted even to a Ruling Prince. This may seem
a trivial matter, but those who know India will
appreciate the significance that would be attached
toit by the masses.

It must be recorded to Mr. Gandhi's credit that
for many years past he has advocated the aboli-
tion of Untouchability. These are his words.—

"We are all a%(uilt%/ of having oppressed our
brothers.  We make them crawl "on their bellies
before us and rub their nosss on the ground. With
eyes red with rage we I;:gush_ them out of railway
carriages. Has the English Government ever
inflicted anything worse on us? Indeed, there is no
charge that” the Pariah cannot fling in our faces and
which we do not fling in the face of Englishmen. . . .
It isidleto talk of theliberties of India, of * Swaraj
0 long as we do not protect the weak and helpless”

The author of " Gandhi The Holy Man,"
writes.—

" The breath, even the shadow of an Untouchable
pollutes the members of a higher caste; the Pariahs
are obli to live apart from the rest of the people
outside the towns and villages and they may not use
the public wells. Their children are excluded from
the ichook, they art damned and accursed.”
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But for the fact that Mr. Gandhi is blinded by
his absorbing passion to eliminate British in-
fluence from India, he must know that should
his ambition be realised, India's sixty million
Untouchables would be thrust back into the
damnable helotism from which British rule has
slowly but surely been redeeming them. He
knows, as well as anyone, that a Brahmin can no
more change the fundamentals of his creed than
" can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard
his spots,” and that he never will do so.

Recently in broadcasting his "message" to
America, Mr. Gandhi claimed for Congress " that
in this struggle for self-purification we have
assigned the foremost place to the removal of
this curse of untouchability." This claim was
promptly traversed by Mr. M. C. Raja, whorepre-
sents the Untouchables in the Legislative Assem-
bly. He issued a statement to the Press saying
that—

"' Congress support has been confined to passng
platitudinous resolutions which it never puts Into
action."

The truth of this contention was confirmed
last year, at Nasik, a Brahmin stronghold, when
the Untouchables put these " platitudinous reso-
lutions™ to the test, and were denied permission
to enter the local temples. This occasoned
serious rioting, and if my memory serves me, the
Untouchables appealed in vain to Mr. Gandhi for
support.

Mr. Mudalayar, a representative of the non-
Brahmins of Madras stated recently:—

" The Congress organisation was the negation of
democracy, as it led to dictatorship."
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Dr. Ambedkar, addressing the All India
Depressed Classes Congress 1n  August 1930,
speaking of the Brahmin Controlled Congress
said:—

" To give unrestricted power in the hands of
Eﬁ(i)%q of "this sort is to arm the hangman with a

and speaking later as the representative of the
Depressed Classes at the First Round Table Con-
ference, he said:—

" They had welcomed the Britishers, their deliv-
erers from elongBet%/ranny and repression by the
orthodox Hindus. ore the British we were in the
loathsome condition due to our Untouchability."

Perhaps the most striking instance of Mr.
Gandhi's " chaos of thought™ is in connection
with his acts of penance. Equipped with a
reraarkable flair for dramatic effect, Mr. Gandhi
has, on various occasions, resorted to fasting as
an ostensible act of penance, and thus, has estab-
lished for himself a reputation for sanctity among
millions of people steeped in SL_JF_EI’StItIOI’\ and too
ignorant to appreciate the futility of such acts.
| credit Mr. Gandhi with too much intelligence to
believe that he has any faith in the efficacy of
fasting as a practical form of atonement for mis-
deeds or mistaken actions. If | am wrong in this
surmise and assuming that he believes in the
justice of making the ™ punishment fit the crime,"
then he must be amazingly lacking in any sense
of proportion, for when, in South Africa, he—
" received the tidings of the moral fall of two of the
inmates of his Ashram—this news came upon him
like a thunderbolt,"

and he imposed upon himself " a fast for seven
days and a vow of having only one meal for a
L
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period of four months and a half" (this, be it
noted, was when the Mahatma " did not know the
technique of fasting ? Y et some years later, in
1919, when presumably by ﬂerlodlcal practice he
had become an expert in the art, he " declared
a penitential fast of three days for himself " to
atone for the hideous murder of many Europeans
and the burning alive of an Indian magistrate—
the direct outcome of his First Civil Disobedience
Campaign. Surely, if the moral lapse of his two
Ashram inmates, called for a seven days fast, no
eriod of fasting could be long enough to atone
or this " Himalayan Miscalculation.”

In India on the Brink | described Mr. Gandhi
as a visionary, but at the same time a sm%ularly
astute politician. | might have added that he
has attained supreme skill in the art of self-adver-
tisement. By adopting the habits of an ascetic,
and taking care that the world should be kept
apprised of the smallest details of his renuncia-
tions and privations—such as his weekly day of
silence, his clothing himself with a loin-cloth, his
observance of Brahmacharya, etc.—he has created
for himself a mystical reputation which has
served to attract to him his enormous following.

By the influence thus attained, he hopes to
realise his life's ambition, to secure for India com-
plete independence of British control.

Mr. Gandhi's autobiography shows clearly
that he realises to the full the value of publicity,
especially in the form of cabled news. He writes:
" A subject which is considered worthy of being
communicated by cable becomes invested with an
importance it does not intrinsically possess."

When negotiating with Lord Willingdon as to
whether he would attend the Round Table Con-
ference, " at first he said he would, and then he
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said he wouldn't,”"” on each occasion keeping the
cables busy, but finally he decided that he would.

~Interviewed while en route to England, he was
informed by a Press representative that during
his visit special arrangements for his protection
had been made. He replied: " | f anybody wants
my poor life he may have it, my lifeis all | have
to give in the cause of India's independence. God
is my only protector."

This illustrates Mr. Gandhi's flair for seizing
oPportunmes to get widely disseminated, especi-
ally by cable, such items of news about himself
as are likely to make an emotional appea to the
ignorant, for Mr. Gandhi knows well that nowhere
would his life be safer than in England, incom-
Earabl)(] safer than, shall we say, the life of an

nglishman in Calcutta.

~ The main impression that Mahatma Gandhi—
His Own Story has left on me is not that it is
the inspired word of " the man who has become
one with the Universal Being," but on the con-
trary that it is a book brimming over with bathos.
To give only one instance, 1 cannot imagine
" Buddha, Socrates, or Jesus" inciting people to
break the law, and then relating with evident
gusto that

" after they got inlo the habit of courting arrest, the}/
moutlr(]j_ oftennat, give their names just for the fun o
e thing.

~ Very rarely Mr. Gandhi endeavours to appear
impartial by paying tribute to some British deed,
but it is usually a case of damning with faint
praise and beneath this occasional veneer of good-
will there is plainly discernable a calculated and
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inflexible determination to undermine the British
Raj by bringing it into contempt.

The official inquiry into the recent Cawnpore
massacre proved conclusively that while its
immediate cause was the attempt by Congress to
enforce Moslem shopkeepers to observe a hartal
as an expression of indignation at the execution
of the assassin Bhalgat Singh, its root cause was
Mr. Gandhi's Civil Disobedience movement, which
in the preceding months had produced in the
ignorant and easily inflamed people of Cawnpore
a complete contempt for law. Since the Cawn-
pore massacre there have been outbreaks of
serious communal strife in Chittagong and other

laces which, but for British intervention, would
ave spread like a prairie fire.

Mr. Gandhi, speaking in Bombay on August
8t'hd 1931 to the All-India Congress Committee,
said:—

" When | find Hindus and Modems quarrel over

olitical matters | hold myself respongble for it.
eel a sinner because | "am responsible for the

present awakening."

~ That Mr. Gandhi has come to this realisation
is a sign of %(ace and sheds a glimmer of hope
that even at this, the eleventh hour, he also may
come to realise that his Satyagraha device (i.e.
Civil Disobedience theoretically to be conducted
with non-violence) has failed and never can suc-
ceed because in practice it inevitably must lead
to violence. Can he be brought to acknowledge
this truth?

The legitimate goal of British-India is,
" responsible Government as an integral part of
the Empire." Distinguished Indians, whoie
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patriotism is beyond question, but whose judg-
ment has been ” preserved unwarped by "anti-
British prejudice, have brought within ‘measur-
able distance, by their loyal co-operation, the
attainment of this goal — such men as Sir Tej
Bahadur Sapru, Sir Atul Chatterjee, Mr. Srinivasa
Sastri and Sir Bhupendra Mitra, to name only a
few. 1f Mr. Gandhi would join hands with them,
abandoning once and for "all his advocacy of
Satyagraha; recognising that from its inception
he has been pursuing a chimera; and if he would
whole-heartedly throw in his great influence on
the side of constitutional progress, he yet could
atone in some measure for the infinite misery
which the prolonged prosecution of his fatally
mistaken doctrine has Inflicted on his country.

Mr. Gandhi then might live to see a peaceful
and progressively prosperous India, in which com-
munal strife would have no place and in which
the curse of untouchability and its attendant
extreme poverty would be removed—an India a
contented and honoured partner in the greatest
Empire the world has ever known.



ADDENDUM.

Within the last two or three weeks the march
of events has been rapid. While the precedin
chapters of this book were being printed the fin
I[:)zlenar meeting of the second session of the

ound Table Conference was held on December 1st

and the same day (a White Paper) Command
PaP.er. No. 3972 (I'ndian Round Table Conference)
defining the Indian policy of His Majesty's
Government, was presented "to Parliament.

On December 2nd Mr. MacDonad sought the
approval of the House of Commons to this lpollcy.
A debate Iastlng. two days ensued, at the close of
which, on a division being taken, the House
e?dgzr%ed the motion of approval by a majority
0 .

~ Having read the speeches delivered at the
final session of the Conference and in the Parlia-
mentary debate thereon, | was at first disposed
not to proceed with the publication of this book,
the object of which, as | state in the Preface, is
to assist in acquainting the electors of this
country with certain facts essential to the forma-
tion of a correct judgment on the vital issues at
stake. But the electors can control those who
represent them in Parliament and even yet they
may be the final arbiters, so | decided to Issue the
book, and despite the bewildering rapidity with
which the situation changes almost daily, there
is nothing | have written therein that 1 would
wish to withdraw,

134
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In India on the Brink | urged that the British
Government should state in unmistakable
language its final limits of concession, specifically
defining the conditions under which these limits
can be reached so that no misunderstanding could
arise from ambiguous phrasing, as has so often
been the case in the past and | expressed the hope
that such a declaration would embody certain
clauses including the following:—

Adherence to the pledge given on March 9th,
1021, "for the progressive realisation of respon-
sible government in British India as an integral
part of the British Empire."

Continued control of the conduct of Foreign
Affairs, the Defence of India, and the preservation
of Law and Order so long as may be necessary.

Guaranteeing adequate protection to all
minorities.

Amelioration of the condition of the Depressed
Classes.
~ No unfair discrimination against British
interests.

In the debate in the House, Sir Samuel Hoare,
Secretary of State for India, said:—

" The White Paper clearly set out the position of
the Government . . . they were prepared to make an
advance to responsible Government both in the Centre
and in the Provinces on certain definite and specified
conditions. There were two conditions in particular,
the first of which was, that the responsible Govern-
ment at the Centre must be an All-India Government
representing both British India and the Indian
States; the second condition was that certain obli-
gations which had resulted from our long association
with India must be safeguarded just as much in the
interests of India as ourselves. . . . SAFEGUARDS.
—Until India was in a position to defend herself our
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command of the Armfy must be clear and undisputed
—and our control of foreign affairs must be pre-
served ; secondly, our relations with the Princes must
be retained by the Crown. Financial stability must
be effectually” safeguarded_and so ultimately must be
internal security. ~Minorities must be profected and
there must be no unfair economic or commercial dis-
crimination against the British trader. The rights
of services recruited by the Secretary of State must
be safeguarded.  These safeguards were just as much
in the interests of India as of ourselves” They were
not shackles upon India's future; they were rather
stays that were needed to ensure the I'ndian Consti-
tution, the stability which it would so much need."

Mr. Churchill, who had moved an amendment
to the motion of approval of the Government
White Paper, offered to withdraw thisif the Prime
Minister would incorporate in his motion the sub-
stance of Sir Samuel Hoare's speech above quoted.
The Prime Minister replied:—

"evgtrything that was in the of the See tary
of State lor India is in the White Paper "

and the Secretary of State for India himself said
inreply to Mr. Wardlaw Milne:—

" everything in my speech was included in the White
Paper” and™ everything in the White Paper was
included in my speech™

~ On these definite assurances, the House voted
its approval of the motion.

Provided the safeguards specified by Sir
Samuel Hoare are unassailably secured, | am con-
vinced that none would welcome more gladly, as
an honoured partner in the British Commonwealth
of Nations, a self-governing prosperous and
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contented India, than those, who somewhat
unfairly have been branded as "die-hards" and
" reactionaries."

From The Times Report of Mr. Gandhi's
eech at the final session of the Round Table
onference | note that he said:—

(1) "That Congress represented S5 per cent, of
the people of India."

This statement is a monumental untruth.

(2) "He had been accused of running a parallel
Government and he endorsed the charge.”

This unhappily is true, and it has gravel
aggravated the trouble of the last two years.
Government worthy of the name never would have
tolerated for a single day such a deliberate
attempt to undermine its authority.

(3) "He held no brief for terrorists—he would
strain every nerve to secure an honourable
settlement, “without exposing millions of
Indian men and women to the terrible ordeal
of Civil Disobedience, but if it had to be faced
he would do it with joy. The safeguards
suggested were not in the interests of India."

Mr. Gandhi's idea of an " honourable settle-
ment" was ex;?‘ressed in the following reply which
he and the Nehrus made to Lord Irwin's overtures
in the summer of 1930:—

" If Indiais now to attain full responsible Govern-
ment it can only be on an absolutely voluntary basis
leaving each party free to sevel partnership or
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association at will.  So long as the British Govern-
ment or the British E)eople regard this postion as
impossble or untenable, the Congress must in our
opinion continue to fight for freedom.

I am unaware that Mr. Gandhi has ever with-
drawn this condition which Congress insists is
fundamental to a settlement, and as under no con-
ceivable circumstances can it ever be granted—
unless M r. Gandhi will abandon the claim—he was
undoubtedly correct when, in his final speech at
the Round Table Conference he said:—" it seems
somewhat likely that we have come to the parting
of the ways."

That M r. Gandhi, after the tragic consequences
of his seditious campaigns in 1919 and 1930, can
now contemplate "with joy" again "exposin
millions of men and women to the terrible ordeal
of (renewed) Civil Disobedience"—surely indi-
cates clearly, not only that he is afflicted with a
hopelessly warped mentality, but that he and his
supporters are intransigents with whom it is
futile to negotiate further.

Already there are rumblings of renewed dis-
turbances, as it is reported that Mr. Gandhi's
lieutenant, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru has issued
notices calling on the peasants of the Allahabad
district not to pay rents or land revenues, and
the Bengal Provincial Congress has just passed
a resolution that there shall be intensive boycott
of all British goods and British business concerns.

It is satisfactory to learn from the Secretary
of State that the Government of India is at last
" fully prepared to deal effectively with any new
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developments " in breaches of the " peace pact,"”
and provided that Government in its anxiety to
achieve a settlement is not tempted in the process
of conference and negotiation to whittle down the
essential safeguards specified b?/ Sir  Samuel
Hoare in his recent speech, all will be well.

It is the duty of the electors of this country
to guard against this risk by keeping an unremit-
ting watch on the progress of these negotiations.

Let Government now resume the rightful and
elementary functions of Government, viz., the
preservation of law and order, guaranteeing to
all law-abiding citizens adeguate protection from
persecution and intimidation. Then, it will rally
to its support tens of millions of people whose one
desire is to be able to pursue in ﬂeeoe their daily
avocations but who, from recent happenings, have
had every reason to fear that the British Raj was
on the ver?e of collapse. With theloyal co-opera-
tion of all parties, save the extremists, directly
the Indian communities can compose their own
differences and agree to work a new Constitution,
under which, subject to the essential safeguards
already specified, they will govern themselves,
their great country will enter an era of peace,
progress and prosperity such as it has never
experienced in its long and chequered history.

10th of December, 1931.

ERRATUM.

t P. 38 Line 3. For "Chapter XXII." read
" Chapter XVIII."
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"11is abook which everyone should read as glvinﬂ in
very condensed form a good account of much that has hap-
pened in connection with the whole question and in putting
the arguments fairly before the reager.”

FIELD MARSHAL SIR WILLIAM BIRDWOOD, G.C.B., etc.
(Commander-in-Chief, India, 1926-30.)

" Must be of much vaue to people who desre to s
current Indian affairs in their true perspective.”

RT. HON. THE EARL OP INCHCAPB, G.C.S.I.

(Chairman of Indian Retrenchment Committee, 1922-23)

" India on the Brink is a most useful compendium of
the proceedings which have led to a situation plainly
threatening_diSaster to the Indian peoples and to the future
of the British Empire."

RT. HON. LORD SYDENHAM, G.C.M.G., etc
(Governor of Bombay, 1907-13)

" India on the Brink is undoubtedly a book of consider-
able educationd value and obvioudy written one who

hes mede a study of the manhy and vit oblems
which confror?teﬁiat cga/ntry. Itis grg of those s which

are neded s0 much at_the present time to help the people
of other parts of the Empire to appreciate thase questions
which are peculiar to India."
RT. HON. SIR LESLIE WILSON, G.C.Sll., ec.
(Governor of Bombay, 1923-28)

" India on the Brink in my opinion is ver?/ valuable if
people wHI_onIK, reed it. Weé are auffering from specious
phrases which hide the truth. This book disdoses it."

SIR REGNALD CRADDOCK, M.P., G.C.I.E., ek.
(Lt.-Gorernor of Burma, 1917-22)
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" India on the Brink gives a lucid nummary of the situ-
ation in India and as it is concise in form and can be read
at a sitting it should be very useful in dispelling the
ignorance of the many who have neither the inclination nor
the leisure to read the Simon Beport or other lengthy
treatises."

SIR HARVEY ADAMSOH, K.C.S.l., et
(Lt.-Governor of Burma, 1910-15.)

"1t is admirably documented and up-to-date."
SIR MICHABL O'DWYHB, G.C.I.E.
(Lt.-Governor of the Punjab, 191349.)

"1t is the best summary of the situation that | hare
seen and will be extremely useful for reference purpoiet
because of the clear way in which the essential facts are
stated.”

SIR THOMAS HOLLAND. K.C.S.I., etc.

(Member of Governor-General's Council, India, 1920-21.)

" A wise and very useful work."
SIR ARTHUR KNAPP, K.C.L.E., etc.
(Chief Secretary Government of Madras, 1919.)
(Reforms Commissioner, 1920-21.)
(Special Commissioner Malabar Rebellion, 1921-22.)
(Member and Vice-President of Council, 1922-25.)

" India on the Brink is a very good piece of work, brief
and to the point."
SIR JAMES MACKENNA, CLE.
(Secretary to Government of India, 1917-18.)
(Member of Executive Council, Burma, 1925.)

" The most readable and accurate book upon India that
| have read during these troublous times. 1 consider India
on the Brink a valuable education, not only for those
ignorant of the country but for many like myself who have
spent the best part of their lives there."

SIR GEOFFREY CLARKE, C.S.I.

(Director-ueneral Posts & Telegraphs, India, 1918-23))
(Chairman of the London Chamber of Commerce, 1931.)

c
" India on the Brink is very sound throughout.

SIR CHARLES MCLEOD, BT.

(Chairman National Bank of India, Ltd.)
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" | congratulate the author of India on the Brink on the
rear fact and truths he has given out to the public who
either know nothing about India or apparently do not care
what happens in that country. Unless the Government
grasps, the situation with a flrm hand | foresee nothing but
chaos and Woodshed in the very near future in that Con-
jnenf we call, India. The great heritage which our fore-

athere have handed down to us in this present generation

a monument of the justice and soundness of our rule in
India and is. surely worth preserving. If our people would
read and study books like this they would soon realise that
we are on the brink of a volcano.”

FIELD MARSHAL SIR CLAUD JACOB, G.C.B., etc.
.(Commander-in-Ghief, India, 1925.)

" India on the Brink affords a very good insight into the
grave problems with which we are faced in India. The
policy recommended by the author in his summing up is
well worthy of careful consideration.”

LT.-COL. SIR R. W. K. DUNLOP. CLE.
(Solicitor to the Government of India, 3920-27.)

" India on the Brink is an excellent compendium of wise
and prudent policy."

THE RT. HON. VISCOUNT RURNHAM, C.H.
(Member of the Indian Statutory Commission.)

SOME PRESS OPINIONS.

J'A moderate and able plea for far-sight and firm
dension in Britain's Indian Policy."—
The Times Literary Supplement.

" Clear, accurate, moderately stated . admirably
fulfils two main objects—to défend the British Empire of
India and to demonstrate the true intentions of the Congress
Party. We commend the book to all who want a reasonable
exposition of the British case."—Morniny Post.

" India on the Brink is by far the best book of its kind
that has so far come into our hands. The salient points,in
pur immediate problem—are set out with such orderliness
And conviction that by the time he has reached pages 113
and 114, the average reader is likely to have forestalled the



author in the enunciation of a desirable British policy in
India. Those readers who decline to accept the conclusions
will be conscious of a challenge to reconsider their
beliefs"—The Listener.

" A book which should be studied by every one in the
present crisis is India en the Brink—speakers and writerS
will find this little book indispensable. —daily Man.

" A clear picture of the country's history and of the
factors responsible for the present unrest. Some insight
isgiven Into what lies behind Indian policy—a useful oppor-
tunity of gaining an appreciation of some of the compiexf
ties of the Indian problem."—

Chamber of Commerce Journal.

" The facts are laid out clearly and succinctly, and his
(the author's) summing up is logical and well expressed.
The truth of his arguments cannot be denied."—

Journal of the Royal Central Asian Society. July 1931.

" In the confused and dangerous situation of India there
is the more need for maintaining a clear and firm view of
certain essential facts. The book will assist the reader to
form a correct judgment on what is called 'the Indian
problem." "—The Belfast News Letter.

" A striking birdseye view of the position in India, and
the factors that led up to it. The author veils his per-
sonality under the pseudonym of a " British-India
Merchant " and his facts, notes and suggestions have the
practical touch of an open-minded and redlistic observer of
Indian affairs."—The Sar.

" At long last comes to hand the notice of this small
masterpiece—for masterpiece in its kind it is. Here within
the compass of a thin octavo of 122 pages you can s the
whole problem clearly and forcefully set out in all its bear-
ings."—Lionel James in the Kent and Sussex Courier.

" Readers who know India will welcome India on the.
Birink in which the Indian position is described in un impas-
sioned terms."—Glasgow News.

" In his plain unvarnished catalogue of facts the author
takes a businessike view of the present dilemma — an
admirable summing up."-- ,

The Aberdeen Press and Journal.
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" A thoudghtful survey of a difficult and vastly important
problem and worth readlnP by all who desiré to follow
current controversies intelligently. The author takes a
sound, cautious, but not reactionary line."—

Newcastle Journal.

" The authdr's aim is to help the British people, on
whom the fate of India ultimately depends, to form a cor-
rect judgment of all the perplexing factors of the situation
—the result is on the whole a very fair book which shoul
assist British _people who have not time to read deeply for
themselves."—Times of India.

" Sets out succinctly but impressively the factors that
must be taken into conSideration before any true conception
of the problem can be obtained."—

The Argus, Melbourne, Australia.

" The book may be well read by anyone who has neither
the time nor the inclination to ‘wade through the more
voluminous pages of the Simon Report or to_endeavour to
fathom the mysteries of the Hound Table Conference."—

North China Daily News.


















