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Madras Christian College Magazine Septem-
ber, 1898.

We cannot but congratulaite him upon the
happy choice of subject he has made.  We must
congratulate him also on the success with which |
he has accomplished his task

We shall content ourselves with saying that
Prataparudriya by itsell would suffice to answer
those who seek to belittle the literary intellect
of South India. The Drama however marks a
new departure in Telugu literature.  Secondly, the
drama is the work of one who has before now tried
his skill in the interpretation of the Sanskrit
dramatists and had made a name for exactness of
rendering and for his high attainments in Teclugu
composition both in prose and verse. Further, he
has studied the dramatic art with special attention,
not only for the gratification of his own scholarly
instincts, but also with a view to the practical
application of his studies and researches in  the
representation of the classical Sanskrit dramas.
He has also cultivated a knowledge of the drama
as understood and enacted by the Masters of the
west. A work by such an author should certainly
evoke the interest of the educated public.
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2nd June 1912.

Dear and vespected friend,
1 was very much gratified when you told
me at the Madras conference that you went with



120 X éogam&;w‘goma ADS S

me a long way though vou differed with me on
some points.  Though there mav be difference of
opinion on the practical solution of prose diction it
would he impossible for us to differ on questions of
authority. We ¢o to the same original sources.
That is why T admire vou  You generally exhaust
any subject which vou discuss. But I cannot say
the same thing of Pandits gencrally. Judgments
are, in their case, a matter purely of sentiment, and
they do not take the trouble to examine the genuine
Sanskrit tradition. T was amused to read in 298

(v ’s paper) a sentence whose meaning 1
put into English
“One or two persons advocated the use of (v7og

in Dramas, but pandits have condemned the practice.
Where are the Pandits? T should like to sce them.
Of the persons who assembled at Pachavappa’s 1
wonder how many deserve that name.

It appears vou spoke at length at the Nidadavolu
confercnce. I am anxious to learn what you said,
at least your chief arguments and general
conclusions  Unfortunately yvour spceches are not

reported in the Madras papers.  Only @0, ¥ 8y

gave a report of the meeting at which you spoke of
Sandhi.  The onc or two sentences in - which your
views were given, were written in a Telugu which
I did not understand. I shall feel obliged if you
publish your Nidadavolu speech in some Telugu
weckly—at least the gist of it. 1 value your
opinions highly.  Sir, please take some trouble
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for my sake and the sake of Telugu and write
to me brieflly what your views arc, how far we
concur, and where we differ
Yours wvery sincervely,
G V. Appa Rao.
P S 2nd June 1912.
Dear & respected friend,

In continuation of my letter of this morning:—

Which prose works and poems of the present
day do you offer as standards? May we take
your ¥ 8@3x8s» as a standard and your
dramatic versc for poetry, say Usha ?

How far have you deviated from the rules
and preccdents of the language of the older poets ?
What is your test of correctness ? Do you think
it possible, I mecan is it a practical measure, to
secure a fairly common standard of correctness
among prosc writers. What is your opinion of
the solution of Mr. Veeresalingam Pantulu of a

prose diction for Telugu ? Do his followers [ollow
any intelligible fairly uniform standard? Granting
that to scholars accustomed to literary forms,
serious writing in the spoken dialect, sounds
undignified, does not the popular prose of the
present day with Veceresalingam -at its head,
offend the sense of propricty of both the Pandit
and the western scholar ?
Yours very sincerely,

] G. V. Appa Rao.
1
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12th June 1921.
Dear friend,

Please accept my sincere thanks for your kind
note of the gthinst. 1 have the first edition of
Kathasarithsagara at home. Please order your
pubhshel to send me a copy of the new edition
when it is out by V. P- P. I have not yet received
the booklet which you promised to send as a
specimen.
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Your remarks about yourself show your
modesty. None of us can altogether shake off
thc habits and sentiments of a lifctime, but
original thinkers like you who combine real
scholarship with literary power are able to chalk

out new paths to meet new conditions and to
save the literature from stagnation. So I want
to study your writings. Your poetry is qute in
the grammar and diction of the old poets. In
prose you have certainly deviated, but what
I fail to understand is how you can make common

cause with persons like Mr. Vavilikolanu-Subba
rao who takes on one hand an extreme position
in prose and reflects a decadant taste in poetry
and with writers of the Viresalingam School on

the other from whom there 1s greater danger
to the old literary dialect than from persons who

advocate cultivation of spoken dialects. I think as
a leader it is your duty to examinc the merits and

defects of that school of prose which is in greater
vogue than the classical style that you advocate.

I await with interest your pamphlet on
Gramya........... I hope you have recovered from the
fatigue of the journey to Nidadavolu.

Yours very sincerely,
G. V. Appa Rao.
P. S. T just now received your pamphlet.

Please accept my best thanks for it. 1 wanted
to read the best presentation of the opposite

views. I shall try to meet your objections. We
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differ little on questions of authority. I am afraid
I did not make myself sufficiently intelligible at
the conference  You meet contentions in a shape
in which I did not raisc them.

I admire vou for many things especially for
the atmosphere of historical romance and literary
patriotism with which vou have developed the
story of Prataparudra. Perhaps those times were
as prosaic as ours as all present is for a present
gencration; but you have  succeeded in idealising
characters and institutions  Few so called critics
understand  the merits of the drama Telugu
critics grovel in the mud of gramimatical accuracy
and the minutia of artificial awt. Admiring you as
I do, I should be loth to cross swords with you.
But you have left us no alternative.  Therefore T
crave your permision, as Pandavas craved that
of Bhishma. I I succced in convineing you cven
to less than least extent, it can be only with your
help. With kind vegards

[ rvemain

Yours sencevely,

G. V. Appa Rao.
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“I have to ask you one question. You used
in your plays various class dialects on the ggound
of E"’{)ésm-. Why did you omit the best of them,
i. e., the language of the cultured Brahmans.
Is there no use forit anywhere ? Does not the
same & ©8gs» repuire that characters of a certain
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‘I suppose it is beyond question that yours forms
the greatest commentary that has so far appearcd
in Telugu and that it will be probably a unique one
of its kind for all time to come............ to-day the
Telugu world could boast that a modern scholar has
beaten the ancients at their own game in a most
decisive fashion.’

Rotberts ooy ov) Sodewd - [ congratulate you
on the completion of the work. Tt is invaluable to
the student of the Telugu literature  Naishadham
cannot be understood by average scholars  without
such a gloss as you have given. You have done

what nobody "else could have done so well. T am
sorry that the gentlemen with whom you have

chosen to throw in your lot (though you have morc
in common with us than with them) decided not to
print my minute of dissent. Therein 1 gave a
critical estimate of the prose writes of the day and
distinguished your work from that of the illiterate
rabble. Your {riends are never tired of singing the
praises of two inferior artists like Veeresalingam
Pantulu and Chilakamarti - and it is only recently
there is a halting acknowledgement of your claims.
For the first time I boldly showed up the utter
worthlessness of the prose which uncritical and
unscholarly persons were blindly holding up as a
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model. Your friends never did you ordinary justice.
An old friend, from the opposite camp, that is, your
humble servant, has given you your due as a
scholarly writer

If you glance through my minute of dissent
vou will find what I said of you. Mr. Lakshmana
Ran once said that T flattered you. It is he who
flatters for his own purposes. I proclaim my views
from house tops and they are always my honest
convictions.

Why dont vou do one service to Telugu ? May
I request you to write the story of the Mahabharata
in a blend of old and ncw forms such as is used in
commentaries, tales etc. You may say in your preface
that the book is not meant for school boys, that it
is meant for the illiterate or whatever you please. I
shall print it. Yours very sincerely,

G. V. Appa Rao
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About Amukta-Malyada the Rajah wants me to
writc to you to say that he would like to have it
just like your Dz=60e%> in size (if possible even
a little smaller), type and getoup.  1If necessary he
says it my be split up into two volumes  Naishadha,
he considers to be very ponderous and unwiceldy.
He would be glad to know your views.
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