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WE know Egypt, thanks to her tombs, and we know
Rome, thanks to Pompeii, in these modern days, better
than we know the Middle Ages of Europe and the life of
an ordinary man during that period. We cannot hope
to find in any corner of France or England a Pompeii,
catacombs, or pyramids. In our countries the human
torrent has never ceased flowing ; rapid, impetuous, and
tumultuous in its course, it has at no time ensured the
preservation of the past by deposits of quiet ooze.

But, this common life of our ancestors, is it indiscern-
ible, impossible to reconstruct? is that of kings and
princes alone accessible to our view through the distance
of ages, like those great monuments which men see when
they cannot distinguish the houses in a distant city ? Surely
not. But to get at the heart of the nation, to find touch
with the greater number, a patient and extended inquiry
IS necessary. To make this usefully, we must break
more or less completely with the old habit of taking the
ideas of every-day life in the Middle Ages only from
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the descriptions, the satires, or the eulogies of poets.
Literature is no doubt ofgreat help in these restorations,
but it is not the only, nor even the principal source of
information. Poets embellish, imagine, colour, or trans-
foom; we must not accept their statements without
checking them.

This isjust what we can do. We may have no such
burial grounds to explore as in Egypt, nor a whole town
to bring to light as at Pompeii, but we have what is
worth almost as much : the incomparable depositories of
the Records of old England.  Immense strides have been
made, especially within the last hundredyears, to render
their contents public. Thousands of documents have
been printed or analysed, and the work is still continuing;
indeed, looking at the progress made of late, a feeling of
wonder cannot be repressed at the premature alarm of
historians like Robertson, who wrote in 1769: "The
universal progress of science during the two last centuries,
the art of printing, and other obvious causes, have filled
Europe with such a 7nultiplicity of histories, and with
such a vast collection of historical materials, that the term
of human life is too short for the study or even the per-
usal of them?  The field of research has never ceased to
widen, while the boundaries of human life do not recede ;
but students comprehend that the best means of making
themselves useful is to impose limits on themselves, to
renounce vast ambitions, and to study separate points only
of the immense problem to the best of their power. The
work of unearthing is so far advanced that it is possible
usefully to dift the riches drawn from these new cata-
combs.

At first sight all these petitions, these year-books full
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of reports of lawsuits, these long rows of statutes and
ordinances seem the coldest things in the world, the most
devoid of life. They are not even mummies or skeletons,
they look as if they were nothing more than the dust of
old bones. But tojudge of them thus were to judge in a
very superficial manner; no doubt it would be at once
more agreeable and less troublesome to keep to the descrip-
tions of taletellers; but how many chances of error do
they not present ! With the year-books, and the peti-
tions followed by inquiries, we are on distinctly more
solid ground ;  we soon grow accustomed to their language,
and, under the apparently cold dust, we end by finding
sparks of life, we can then with little effort restore scenes,
understand existences, catch imprecations or cries of
triumph.

It was with this thought that the present work was
undertaken someyears ago. In it there is less mention of
Chaucer and more of the " Rolls of Parliament” than is
often found in the works devoted to this period; this does
not arise from want of admiration for that great man,
quite the contrary, but from the need of a test and of
means of control, which may perhaps be deemed legitimate.
Above all, the present writer has desred to confine
himself in this work within dtrict  limits; one only
of the many sides of the common life in the fourteenth
century is here discussed, a side little enough known and
sometimes difficult to observe, namely, the character and
the quality of the chief kinds of nomadic existence then
carried on in England. And even in that reduced compass
he is very far from making claim to completeness, so
that this work is presented to the public more as a
sketch than a treatise.
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The author has profited by the occasion afforded him
by this trandation to revise the text of his book {which
appeared in 1884), to introduce some necessary corrections,
and to add about afourth of new matter. He has been
assisted in this, he need hardly say, by his learned trans-
lator, to whom he owes much for having assumed the task
of turning into English a work which she herself would
have been so well qualified to write. He has been helped
too by friends, all of whom he does not mean to name here.
But though feeling that in this also his incompleteness
* will be very apparent, he cannot deprive himself of the
pleasure of inscribing on this page with gratitude and
affection the names of Gaston Paris, of the Institute of
France; of E. Maunde Thompson, Principal Librarian
of the British Museum ; of F. J. Furnivall, Director of
the Chaucer and many other Societies;, lastly, he ought,
perhaps, to have said firstly, of the poet and critic,
Edmund Gosse, to whose kind initative and suggestion he
owes it that his book is published under its present form.

J.

ALBFRT GATE,
July 7th.

In this third edition a few corrections have been
introduced which have been kindly pointed out by
critics. J.
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|.—Knights travelling, followed by their escort
of archers. From the MS. Harleian 1319,
foi. 25, painted circa 1400 (se infra No. 11).
The two travellers are the Duke of Exeter and
the Duke of Surrey ; they goto meet Henry of
Lancaster at Chester, to whom they are sent
by King Richard I'I. (Aug. 1399)  Frontisth e 4

2—A minstrel dancing and singing. From the
MS. 2 B. vii., in the British Museum, foi.
197a.  (English, early fourteenth century)... 7

3.—O0Id London Bridge. Fromaminiaturein the
MS. 16 F.ii. foi. 73, in the British Museum,
containing the poems of Charles d'Orleans
(fifteenth century). This isthe oldest repre-
sentation extant of the famous bridge built
by Isembert. The painting, of which the
upper part only is here given, represents the
Tower of London with Charles d'Orleans
sitting in it as a prisoner. In our reproduc-
tion may be seen the chapel of St. Thomas a
Becket and the houses on the bridge, the
wharves along the City side of the water, and
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the tops of the white turrets of the Tower
of London. The miniature was obviously
painted from nature...

4-—-The old bridge on the Rhone at Avignon,
built by the friars pontiff in the twelfth
century, as it now stands, the four arches
and the chapel

5—-The old bridge at Cahors (thirteenth cen-
tury), present state ...

6—-The bridge at Stratford-at-Bow, as it stood
before its reconstruction in 1839. From an
engraving dated 1814

7-—°A part of London Bridge ; None-such House,
the drawbridge, and the houses on the bridge,
as they appeared in 1600. From adrawing
in the Bodleian Library, reproduced in fac-
simile by Dr. Furnivall in his edition of
Harrison's "Description of England,” 1877

8 —Hugh of Clopton's bridge at Stratford-on-
Avon (fifteenth century)

9 The chapel on the bridge at Wakefield (four-
teenth century). From a copyright photo-
graph by G. and J. Hall, of Wakefield

-The bridge with a defensive tower at Wark-
10.—worth, Northumberland (fourteenth century).
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mer, the arms of whom are still to be seen
at the top of the bridge. From a photo-
graph obtained through the kindness of the
Rev. J. C. Atkinson, of Danby Parsonage,

YORK. eoe

12.—The parliament éi't'ting in  Westminster.

From the MS. Hari. 1319, in the British
Museum, foi. 57, painted circa 1400 (Eng-
lish?). This MS. contains a chronicle of
the last years of Richard IL, written in his
native tongue by a French gentleman called
Creton, who accompanied the king in his last
journey to Ireland. It is invaluable both
for its text and its miniatures; in both the
author seems to have been very careful to
adhere to facts. He begins writing in verse,
but afterwards takes to prose, stating that
he is coming now to events of such import-
ance that he prefers using prose, to make
sure that he shall not allow himself to be led
by fancy.

He must have himself superintended the
painting of the drawings, with the greatest
cae. There can be no doubt that the
figures are actual portraits; of this there are
two proofs : first, when the same person
appears in several paintings he is always
given the same features, and can be easily
recognized; second, the exact resemblance
of one of the persons can be put beyond a
doubt, which makes it likely that the others
aso resemble their originals. Richard IL,
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the figure of whom constantly recurs in
the miniatures, is easily recognizable as
having the same features as in the bronze
statue over his tomb at Westminster. And
we know for certain that thistomb and statue
were ordered by Richard himself during his
lifetime; the indenture with the seds at-
tached, dated 18 Rich. IL (1395), and bind-
ing two apparently English artists, viz.,
" Nicholas Broker et Godfrey Prest, citeins
et copersmythes de Loundres," is still in exist-
ence at the Record Office.

The sitting of the parliament here repre-
sented is the famous one when Richard was
deposed, and Henry of Lancaster came forth
to "chalenge yis Rewme of Yngland"
(" Rolls of Parliament," iii. p. 422), Oct.
1399, and the throne was then, as seen in
the painting, left unoccupied, "sede regali
cum pannis auri solempniter preparata,
tunc vacua" (" Rolls," ibid.). On the right
of the throne are seated the spiritual lords;
on the left the temporal lords, knights, &c.
The nearest to the throne on this side is
Henry of Lancaster (wearing atall fur cap).
Says Creton:

" Entour le dit Sfge asez pris
Estoient les prelas asss . . .
D'autre coste tous les seigneurs
Grans moyens petiz et meneurs , .
Premiers seoit le due henry
Et puis tout au plus pres de ly
Le due Diorc (i.e, York) son beau cousin,” &c.

PAGE

87
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marks on the Louterell psalter,” by J. G.
Rokewood. " Dominus Galfridus Louterell
me fieri fecit/" (English, first half of the
fourteenth century) ...

16.-—Ladies travelling in their carriage with their
dogs and pet animals, one of which is a
squirrel.  One of the followers travelling on 93
horseback, to be more at his ess= and to be
able to defy the wind, has covered his head
with his hood, and carries his tall hat hang-
ing to his girdle. From the Louterell
psalter (See No. 15)

—Travelling in a horse-litter; a lady and a
wounded knight are carried in the litter;
squires escort them. From the MS. 118 97
Francais, foi.285intheBibliothequeNationale
at Paris; " Romance of Lancelot" (late four-
teenth century, French). A good example
of a State horse-litter is to be found in the
MS. 18 E. I | ., inthe British Museum,fol.7;

" Chronicles of Froissart" (French, fif-
teenth century) 101
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And born him wel, asin so litel space,

In hope to stonden in his lady grace.
Embrowdid was he, as it were a mede

Al ful of fresshefloures, white and reede,
Syngynge he was, or flowtynge, al the day ;
He was as fressh as is the moneth of May."

From the Ellesmere M S. of the " Canterbury
Tales." The Ellesmere cuts are used by the
kind permission of Dr. Furnivail ... 103

19- 20.—Ladies on horseback. Two drawings
illustrative of both ways of riding: sitting
sideways (Chaucer's prioresse) and riding
astride (Chaucer's Wife of Bath). From the
Ellesmere M S. 105

21. —A family dinner. From the MS. Addit.
28162, intheBritish Museum, foi. 10b (early
fourteenth century; French). Note the
carver, the cup-bearer, the musicians, the mar-
shal of the hall, whose mission it is to expel
objectionable intruders, whether men or dogs.
In the present case, while this officer is ex-
pelling a very objectionablelazar, come under
pretence of sprinkling the diners with holy
water, a dog a little further off seizes this
opportunity of mischief-making, and gets
hold of a fish on the table. The carver
grasps the meat with his left hand; forks
then were unknown, but good breeding
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was, nevertheless, not neglected, and it con-
sisted in the server's touching the meat only
withtheleft hand. Writinglater than thetime
we speak of, John Russell, marshal of the hall
to Duke Humphrey of Gloucester (fifteenth
century), adds one refinement more, that
is to use only three fingers of the left hand.
This was, in his mind, the acme of fine
carving :

"Sett neuer on fysche nor flesche, beast, nor fowle

trewly,

Moore than ij fyngurs and a thombe, for that is
curtesie.

Touche neuer with youre right hande no maner
mete surely."

"Boke of Nurture" (Furnivall, 1868, p. 137).

It may be seen from our engraving that part
of these niceties was unknown yet to carvers
in the first half of the fourteenth century.
The whole of the left hand is used to grasp
tne meat ... ... . .o e e

" A cooke thei hadde . . .
To boyle chiknes and the mary bones."

From the miniature in the Ellesmere M S. of
the " Canterbury Tales." The pot-hookswith
three prongs, which he carries, were the dis-
tinctive attribute of cooks and cookmaids,
and appear on all representations of such
people (several are to be found in the Lou-
terell psalter; se ' Vetusta Monumenta,”
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Of this luxury, of the spread of the use of
chimneys, & ¢, Langland, as a satirist, com-
plains; and this, as a marsha of the hall,
John Russell a little later recommends as the
proper method of dressing for a gentleman.
He then thus addresses the attendant:

" Than knele down on youre kne, and thus to yourc
souerayn ye say :
" Syr, what robe or govn plcseth it yow to were to-
day?'" &c.
"Boke of Nurture" (Furnivall, 1868, p. 178).
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—On the roadside ; the aehouse. From
the MS. 10 E. I V., in the British Museum,
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devil; MS. 10 E. IV., foi. 113 b. The
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which illustrate awell-known mediaeval tale.
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Here it may be remarked that though this
MS., invaluable as it isfor the study of
English customs, dresses, &c., during the
fourteenth century has been often made use
of, it has perhaps never been so thoroughly
studied as it deserves. It contains Decretals,
with marginal coloured drawings of the
highest value on account of their variety and
the subjects they illustrate. Not only a
number of games and trades are there repre-
sented, with numerous miracles of the Virgin,
& ¢, but there are aso complete tales told
by the draughtsman, without words, and
only with the help of his colours. He does
not invent his stories, but simply illustrates
the fabliaux which he remembered and par-
ticularly relished. The drawing we give
belongs to the story of the " hermit who got
drunk." As he was once sitting before his
cell he was tempted by the devil, who re-
proached him with his continual virtue, and
entreated him to sin at least once, recommend-
ing him to choose either to get drunk or to
commit adultery or to commit murder. The
hermit chose the first as being the least (see
p. 132, a copy of the miniature where he is
seen at his drink). But when he has once
got drunk he finds on his way the wife of his
friend the miller ; he commits adultery with
her, and then meeting the husband, kills him.
The text of the tale is in Meon, " Nouveau
recueil de fabliaux," 1829, vol. ii. p. 173.
' De Termite qui Senyvra"...
15
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be admitted to sanctuary (Norman)

29.--The Frid-stool in Hexham Abbey, Northum-

berland, where fugitives flying to sanctuary
sat. It is of Norman style, and seems to date
from the twelfth century

0.--An adventure seeker. From the MS. 2 B.

32.-

viL, foi. 149 (English, early fourteenth
century)

-A Physician (Chaucer's Doctour of Phisik):
" He knew the cause of every malady. '

From the Ellesmere MS.

-Playing upon the vielle (viol). From the
MS. 10E. IV.,fol. 4.

33---The " Minstrels' gallery" in the Exeter

34---A fourteenth- century juggler From the
o . 212

35-
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MS. 10E. IV., foi.
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a lady dancing head downwards, to the sound
of a tabor and a double flute. From the MS,
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10E. IV., foi. 58. Representations of such
dances of women, head downwards, are in-
numerable in MSS., painted glass, old portals,
&c. Thereisonein the album of Villard de
Honnecourt (thirteenth century), ed. Lassus
and Darcel; the interest taken in such per-
formances is attested by countless examples...

—Favourite dances in Persia at the present
day. From a modern pencil cae in the
possession of the author. See aso the life-
size Persian paintings exhibited in the South
Kensington Museum, where similar dances
are represented

-A performing bear. From the MS. 10
E. IV., foi. 154, in the British Museum
(English, fourteenth century)

-A sham messenger carrying a letter.  From
the MS. 10 E. IV., foi. 53 b. .

-A professional messenger. From the MS.
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(English, fourteenth century)
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Ther wiste no man that he was in dette
So estately was he of governaunce."

From the Ellesmere M S.
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10E. 1V., fol. 100b
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Plowman/' p. 273). A horn, such as our man
wears, was always worn by a hayward, who
used to blow it to warn off people from stray-
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vii., foi. 4 b, in the British Museum.
(English)
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56.--A pardoner (Chaucer's pardoner),

" A vernicle hadde he sowed on his cappe,
His walet lay byforn him in his lappe
Bret-ful of pardoun come from Rome al hoot."

From the Ellesmere M S. of the " Canterbury
Tales"

57.- -Rocamadour, general view. From a photo-
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" Lazarillo de Tormes," put the fact beyond
a doubt; they tell in their way the same
tale, and they are of the first part of the
fourteenth century. They are to be found
inthe MS. 10E. IV.,intheBritish Museum,
foi. 217 b. described above under No. 25

I'AGE

. 405



English Wayfaring Life in the
Middle Flges (Fourteentbh
Century),

—_—

INTRODUCTION

" 0, dist Spadasnn, void un bon resveux ;
mais allows nous cacher au coin de la chemtnee
et let pas sons avec les dames nortre vie et nostre
temps d enfiler des perles ou d filer comme
Sardanapalus. Qui ne s adventure n'a cheval
ni mule, ce dist Salomon"

VIE DE GARGANTUA.

T the present day there are but few wayfarers.
The small trades which ply along the road, in
every chance village, are disappearing before our
newer methods of wholesale manufacture ; more and
more rarely do we see the pedlar unstrap his pack at
the farm door, the travelling shoemaker mend by the
wayside the shoes which on Sunday will re-place the,
wooden clogs, or hear the wandering musician pipe
interminably at the windows his monotonous airs.
Professional pilgrims exist no longer, even quack
doctors are losing their credit. It was far otherwise
in the Middle Ages; many persons were bound to a
a
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wandering existence, and started even from infancy on
their life-long journey. Some trotted their strange
industries in the broad sunshine, through the dust of
the highroads ; others skulked in bye-lanes or even in
coppices, hiding their heads from the sheriff's officer—
may be a criminal, may be a fugitive, " a wolf's head
that every one may cut down," according to the terrible
expression of an English jurist of the thirteenth century.
Among these were many labourers who had broken the
villeins bond, unhappy and oppressed in their hamlets,
who wandered through the country in quest of work,
as though flight could enfranchise them : but " service
est enle sank " (" service is inthe blood"),* the magis-
trate told them. Among them also were pedlars laden
with petty wares, pilgrims who from St. Thomas' to
St. James went begging along the roads, living by
alms; pardoners, strange nomads, who sold to the
common people the merits of the saints in paradise;
mendicant friars and preachers of all sorts who, accord-
ing to the times, held passionately liberal harangues or
contemptibly sefish discourses at the church doors. All
these had one character in common, namely, that in the
wide extents of country where they passed their lives,
they served as links between the separated groups of
other lives which, attached to the soil by law and
custom, were spent irremovable, every day under the
same sky and at the same toil. Pursuing their singular
calling, these wanderers, who had seen so much and
knew so many adventures, served to give some idea of
the great unknown world to the humble dasses whom

1 " Year Books," 30, 31 Edward |. Edited by A. J. Horwood,
for the Rolls Series, 1863.
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they met on their way. Together with many fdse
beliefs and fables they put into the heads of the stay-at-
homes certain notions of extent and of active life which
they would hardly otherwise have had ; above all, they
brought to the men attached to the soil news of their
brethren in the neighbouring province, of their condi-
tion of misery or of happiness, who were pitied or
envied accordingly, and were remembered as brothers or
friends to call upon in the day of revolt.

At a period when for the mass of mankind ideas were
transmitted orally and travelled with these wanderers
along the roads, the nomads served as a true link
between the human groups of various districts. It
would be therefore of much interest for the historian to
know exactly what were these channels of the popular
thought, what life was led by those who fulfilled this
function, what were their influence and manners. We
will study the chief types of this race, and shall choose
them in England in the fourteenth century, in a country
and at an epoch when their social importance was con-
siderable.  The interest which attaches to them is of
course manifold ; the personality of these pardoners,
professional pilgrims, and minstrels, extinct species, is
curious in itself when examined near at hand; above all,
the condition of feeling among them and the mode in
which they carried on their businesses are closely inter-
woven with the whole socia condition of a great people
which had just been formed and was acquiring the
features and the character which still distinguish it at
the present day. It was the epoch when, thanks to
the French wars and the incessant embarrassments of
royalty, the subjects of Edward I | | . and of Richard I I .
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gained a parliament similar to that which we see in
working now; the period when, in religious life, the
independence of English spirit asserted itself through
the reforms of Wyclif, the statutes for the clergy, and
the protestations of the Good Parliament ; when, in
literature, Chaucer inaugurated the series of England's
great poets ; when, in short, from nobleto villein was
felt a stir which led without excessive revolution to that
true liberty for which we, the French, have so long
envied our neighbours. This period is decisive in the
history of the country. It will be seen that in all the
great questions debated in the cloister, the castle, or on
the market-place, the part played by the wayfarers,
though little known, was not insignificant.

We must first examine the locality of the scene,
afterwards the events that took place there; we must
know what were the roads, then what were the beings
who frequented them.



PART 1.
ENGLISH ROADS






OLD LONDON BRIDGE.
(From MS. Roy. 16 F 2 in the British Museum.)

CHAPTER |

ROADS AND BRIDGES.

HE maintenance of roads and bridges In England
was in the fourteenth century one of those general
charges which weighed, like military service, on

the whole of the nation. All landed proprietors were
obliged, in theory, to watch over the good condition of
the highways ; their tenants had to execute the repairs
for them. The religious houses themselves, owners of
property given in frank almoigne, that is to say, having"
an object of pure charity with a perpetual title, had dis-
pensation from every service and rent towards the former
proprietor of the soil, and in general they had no other
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charge than that of saying prayers or giving ams for
the repose of the donor's soul. But yet it remained for
them to satisfy the trinoda necessitas, or triple obliga-
tion, which among other duties consisted in repairing
roads and bridges.

There was in England a very considerable network
of roads, the principal of which dated as far back as the
Romantimes. The province of Britain had been one of
those where the greatest care had been bestowed upon the
military and commercial ways by the Roman emperors.
" The network of roads in the island,” says Mommsen,
" which was uncommonly developed, and for which in
particular Hadrian did much in connection with the
building of his wall, was of course primarily subservient
to military ends ; but alongside of, and in part taking
precedence over the legionary camps, Londinium occu-
pies in that respect a place which brings clearly into
view its leading position in traffic." * In many places
are yet to be found remnants of the Roman highways,
the more important of which were called in Anglo-Saxon
times and since, Watling Street, Ermine Street, the Fosse,
and Ickenild Street. “These Roman ways in Britain
have frequently been continued as the publick roads, so
that where a Roman military way is wanting, the pre-
sumption is in favour of the present highroad, if that
be nearly in the same direction."? There are two
reasons for that permanence : the first is that the roads
were built by the Romans to supply needs which have
not ceased to be felt; being cut, for instance, from

! " History of Rome," translated by W. P. Dickson, London,
1886, book viii. chap. v.
2J. Horsley, "Britannia Romana," London, 1732, p. 391.
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London to the north through York ; towards Corn-
wall along the sea-coast; towards the Welsh mines,
&c. : the second reason is the way in which they were
built. " A portion of the Fosse Road which remains
at Radstock, about ten miles south-west of Bath, which
was opened in February, 1881, showed the following
construction :

" 1. Pavimentum, or foundation, fine earth, hard
beaten in.

" 2. Statumen, or bed of the road, composed of large
stones, sometimes mixed with mortar.

"3. Ruderatio, or small stones well mixed with
mortar.

“4. Nucleus, formed by mixing lime, chalk, pounded
brick or tile; or gravel, sand, and lime mixed with
clay.

"5. Upon this was laid the surface of the paved
road, technically called the summum dorsum!"

All Roman roads were not built with so much care
and in such an enduring fashion; they were, however,
all of them substantial enouph to resist for centuries,
and they remained in use during the Middle Ages.
Other roads besides were opened during that epoch to
provide for new fortified towns and castles, and to satisfy
the needs of great landowners, religious or otherwise.

The keeping of these roads in repair, which was part
of the trinoda necessitas, was not considered as worldly,
but rather as pious and meritorious work before God,

2 H. M. Scarth, "Roman Britain," S. P. C. K., London, 1883,
p. 121.
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of the same sort as visiting the sick or caring for the
poor ;' men saw in them a true charity for certain un-
fortunate people, namely, travellers. This is why the
clergy submitted to them. The pious character of this
kind of labour may suffice to prove that the roads were
not so safe or in such a good state as has been some-
times maintained.? The finest result of the religious
spirit in the Middle Ages was to produce that dis-
interested enthusiasm which, as soon as some distress of
humanity became flagrant, immediately created societies
for help and rendered self-denial popular. For example,
one of these distresses was seen in the power of the
infidel, and the Crusades were the consequence. The
forsaken condition of the lowest dases in the towns
was noticed in the thirteenth century, and St. Francis
sent for the consolation of the neglected those mendi-
cant friars who were at first so justly popular, though
their repute changed so quickly. After the same
fashion travellers were considered as unfortunates
deserving pity, and help was given to them to please
God. A religious order with this end in view had
been founded in thetwelfth century, that of the Pontife
brothers, or makers of bridges (pons, bridge), which

1 'When Henry VI11. gave the lands of the dissolved monastery
of Christ Church to Canterbury Cathedral, he declared that he
made this donation "in order that charity to the poor, the repara-
tion of roads and bridges, and other pious offices of all kinds should
multiply and spread afar " (Elton, "Tenures of Kent,*'London,
1867, p. 21). Thegiftismade " in libcram, puram et perpetuam
eleemosynara.”

2 Thorold Rogers, "History of Agriculture and Prices in
England," Oxford, 1866, vol. i.p. 138.
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spread into severa countries of the Continent.® In
France, over the Rhone, they built the celebrated bridge
of Avignon, which yet preserves four arches of their
construction; and the one at Pont St. Esprit, which is
still in use. In order to break the force of such a
current as that of the Rhone they built, closely together,
piers of an oblong section, which ended in a sharp
angle at each of the two extremities of the axis, and
their masonry was so solid that in many places the
waters have respected it to the present day, that is, for
seven centuries. They had besdes establishments on
the shores of streams, and helped to cross them by boat.
Laymen learnt the secrets of their art and in the thirteenth
century began to take their place; bridges multiplied
in France, many of which still exist; such, for example,
as the fine bridge of Cahors yet intact, where even the
machicolated turrets which formerly served to defend it
are still preserved.

There is no trace in England of establishments
founded by the Bridge Friars, but it is certain that
there, as elsewhere, the works for constructing bridges
and highways had a pious character. To encourage the
faithful to take part inthem, Richard de Kellawe, Bishop
of Durham (1311-1316), remitted part of the penalties
on their sins. The registry of his episcopal chancery
contains frequent entries such as the following :
" Memorandum ... his lordship grants forty days
indulgence to all who will draw from the treasure that
God has given them valuable and charitable aid towards

! See " Recherches historiques sur les congregations hospitaliares
des frares pontifes," by M. Gregoire, late Bishop of Blois. Paris,
1818.
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the building and repair of Botyton bridge." Forty days
are allowed on another occasion for help towards the
bridge and the highroad between Billingham and
Norton,® and forty days for the great road from
Brotherton to Ferrybridge. The wording of this last
decree is characteristic:

"To all those, &c. Persuaded that the minds of
the faithful are more ready to attach themselves to -pious
works when they have received the salutary encourage-
ment of fuller indulgences, trusting in the mercy of
God Almighty and the merits and prayers of the
glorious Virgin his Mother, of Sr. Peter, St. Paul, and
of the most holy confessor Cuthbert our patron, and
all saints, we remit forty days of the penances imposed
on all our parishioners and others . . . sincerely con-
trite and confessed of their sins, who shall help by their
charitable gifts, or by their bodily labour, in the building
or in the maintenance of the causeway between Brother-
tt;)n and Ferrybridge where a great many people pass

Y. 2

There were also gilds, those lay brotherhoods ani-
mated by the religious spirit, who repaired roads and
bridges. The Gild of the Holy Cross in Birmingham,
founded under Richard 1L, did this, and their interven-
tion was most valuable, as the Commissioners of
Edward V I . remarked two centuries later. The gild
then "mainteigned . . . and kept in good reparaciouns
two greate stone bridges, and divers foule and daun-
gerous high wayes, the charge whereof the towne of

! "Registrum Palatinum Dunelmense,” ed. Hardy, Rolls Series,

187;, vol.i. pp. 615, 641 (A.D. 1314).
2 |bid., vol. i. p. 507.



THE CALENDRE LBRIDGE AT CAHORS.
{ Thirieents Century ; presesd stafe.}







ROADS AND BRIDGES 45

hitsellfe ys not hable to mainteign. So that the lacke
thereof wilbe a greate noysaunce to the kinoes maties
subiectes passing to and from the marches of Wales and
an vtter ruyne to the same towne, being one of the
fayrest and most profﬂttuble townes to the kinges
highnesse in all the shyre."'

Whether Queen Mathilda (twelfth century) got
wetted or not, as is supposed, on passing the ford of
the liver at Stratford-atte-Bow—that same village
where afterwards the French was spoken which amused
Chaucer—it is certain that she thought she did a
meritorious work in constructing two bridges there.?
Severad times repaired, Bow Bridge was still standing
in 1839. The queen endowed her foundation, grant-
ing land and a water-mill to the Abbess of Barking
with a perpetual charge thereon for the maintenance
of the bridge and the neighbouring roadway. When
the queen died, an abbey for men was founded at the
same Stratford close to the biidges, and the abbess
hastened to transfer to the new monastery the property
in the mill and the charge of the reparations. The
abbot did them at first, then he wearied of it, and ended
by delegating the looking after them to one Godfrey
Pratt. He had built this man a house on the cause-
way besde the bridge, and made him an annual
grant. For along time Pratt carried out the contract,
" getting assstance” says an inquiry of Edward I .,

! Certificates of Chantries, quoted in " English Gilds, the
Original Ordinances from MSS. of the Fourteenth and Fifteenth
Centuries," ed. by Toulmin Smith. E. T. T. S, 1870, p. 249.
Gilds in Rochester, Bristol, Ludlow, & c, did the same.

2 Archaeologia," vols, xxvii. p. 77 ; xxix. p. 380.
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“from some passersby, but without often having
recourse to their aid." He aso received the charity
of travellers, and his affairs prospered. They prospered
so well that the abbot thought he might withdraw his
pension ; Pratt indemnified himself the best way he
could. He st up iron bars across the bridge and
made all pay who passed over, except the rich, for he
prudently made exception " for the nobility ; he feared
them and let them pass without molesting them."
The dispute only terminated in the time of Edward
IL ; the abbot recognized his fault; took back the
chargeof the bridge, and put down the iron bars, the
toll,and Godfrey Pratt himself.

BOW BRIDGE AS IT STOOD BEFORE ITS DEMOLITION IN 1839.
(From aprint dated 1831.)

This bridge, over which no doubt Chaucer himself
passed, was of stone, the arches were narrow and the
piers thick ; strong angular buttresses supported them
and broke the force of the current; these formed at
the upper part a triangle or siding which served as
a refuge for foot-passengers, for the passage was so
narrow that a carriage sufficed to fill the way. When
it was pulled down in 1839, it was found that the
method of construction had been very simple. To
ground the piers in the bed of the river the masons
had simply thrown down stones and mortar till the
level of the water had been reached. It was remarked
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aso that the ill-will of Pratt or the abbot or of their
successors must have rendered the bridge almost as
dangerous at certain moments as the primitive ford.
The wheels of the vehicles had hollowed such deep
ruts in the stone and the horses shoes had so worn the
pavement that an arch had been at one time pierced
through.

No less striking as a case where pious motives caused
the making of a bridge is the contract of the thirteenth
xentury, by which Reginald de Rosels allowed Peter,
Abbot of Whitby, to build a permanent bridge on the
river Esk, between his own and the convent's lands.
He pledges himself in that act to permit to all comers
free access to the bridge through his own property.
" For which concession the aforesaid Abbot and con-
vent have absolved in chapter all the ancestors of the
same Reginald of all fault and transgression they may
have committed against the church of Whiteby and
have made them participant of all the good Works
ams, and prayers of the church of Whiteby."
Numerous other examples of the same sort might be
quoted ; but it will be enough to add, as being perhaps
more characteristic of the times than all the rest, the
recommendations which Truth in the " Vision concern-
ing Piers the Plowman" makes to the wealthy Eng-
lish merchants, the number of whom had so largely
increased during the fourteenth .century. Truth bids
them to do several works of charity, which he con-
siders of the highest importance for their salvation ;

L »Cartularium Abbathiae de Whiteby," edited by J. C. Atkinson,
Durham, Surtees Society, 1881, vol. ii. p.401. Theoriginal of the
Rosels contract is in Latin.
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they ought, among other things, to " amenden meson-
dieux," that is, hospitalsfor sick people and for travellers;
to repair " wikked wayes," that is to say, bad roads ;
and aso

. brygges to-broke by the hcye weyes
Amende in som manere wise."

For this and for helping prisoners, poor scholars, etc.,
they will have no little recompense. When they are
about to die St. Michael himselfwill be sent to them to
drive away devils that they be not tormented by wicked
spirits in their last moments :

"And ich sha sende vow my-selue seynt Michel myn Angel
That no deuel shal yow dere ne despeir in youre deylnge
And sende youre soules ther ich my-self dwelle."

The pious character of the bridges was dso shown by
the chapel that stood on them. Bow Bridge was thus
placed under the protection of St. Catherine. London
Bridge had adso a chapel dedicated to St. Thomas of
Canterbury. It was a roomy Gothic building of
apsidal form, with high windows and wrought pinnacles,
amost a church. A miniature in a manuscript, of
which areproduction on a reduced scde is given at the
beginning of this chapter, shows it fixed on the middle
pier, whilst along the parapet are houses with pointed
roofs, whose storeys project and hang over the Thames.

This was a famous bridge. No Englishman of the
Middle Ages, and even of the Renaissance, ever spoke
but with pride of London Bridge; it was the great
national wonder ; until the middle of the eighteenth

! Skeat's edition, Text C, pas. x. 1. 29, et seq.



ROADS AND BRIDGES 49

century it remained the only bridge of the capital. It
had been commenced in 1176, on the site of an old
wooden structure, by Peter Colechurch, " priest and
chaplain," who had already once repaired the wooden
bridge. A/l the nation were excited about this great
and useful enterprise ; the king, the citizens of London,
the dwellers in the shires endowed the building with
lands and sent money to hasten its completion. The
list of donors wasstill to be seen in the sixteenth century,
"in atable fair written for posterity "' in the chapel
on the bridge. A little while before his death in 1205,
another had taken the place of Peter Colechurch, then
very old, as director of the works. King John, who
was in France, struck with the beauty of the bridges of
that country, particularly by the magnificent bridge of
Saintes which lasted till the middle of our century, and
which was approached by a Roman triumphal arch, chose,
to superintend the works in the room of Colechurch, a
Frenchman, called Isembert, " master of the Saintes
schools " (1201). Isembert, who had given proof of his
powers in the bridges of La Rochelle and of Saintes,
set out with his assistants, furnished with a royal
patent addressed to the mayor and inhabitants of
London. John Lackland therein vaunted the skill of
the master, and declared that the revenue arising from
the houses that he would build upon the bridge should

! Stow's "Survey of London " (Strype's edition, 1720) bk. i. pp.
53-57. Stow, who examined the accounts of the bridge wardens for
the year 1506 (22 Hen. VIL), found that the bridge expenses were
at that time £815 17s. 2d. The present bridge dates from our
century; it was opened to circulation in 1831 ; the expense of its
erection amounted to £1,458,311.

3
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be clonsecrated to the maintenance of the edifice for
ever.

The bridge was finished in 1209. It was furnished
with houses, with a chapel, and with defensive towers.
It immediately became celebrated, and was the admi-
ration of all England. The Scotchman, Sir David
Lindesay, Earl of Crawfurd, having fallen out with
Lord Welles, ambassador at the Scottish Court, a duel
was decided on, and Lindesay chose London Bridge as
the place of combat (1390). He crossed the length of
the kingdom, furnished with a safe-conduct from King
Richard I L, and the duel solemnly came off at the place
fixed in the presence of an immense concourse. The
first shock was so violent that the lances were shivered,
but the Scotchman remained immovable in his saddle.
The people, fearing for the success of the Englishman,
called out that the foreigner was fixed to his horse
against all rules. Upon understanding this Lindesay,
by way of reply, leapt lightly to the ground, with one
bound returned to the saddle and, charging his adversary
anew, overthrew and grievously wounded him.?

The houses built on the bridge were of severa storeys,
they had cellars in the thickness of the piers. When
the inhabitants needed water they lowered their buckets
by ropes out of the windows and filled them in the
Thames. Sometimes by this means they helped poor
fellows whose boat had capsized. The arches were
narrow, and it was not uncommon in the dark for a
boat to strike against the piers and be dashed to pieces.

! S Appendix |.
2 Stow's " Survey," p. 56; "Chronicles of London Bridge," by
an Antiquary [Richard Thomson], London, 1827, pp. 187-193.
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The Duke of Norfolk and several others were saved in
this manner in 1428, but some of their companions
were drowned. At other times the inhabitants them-
saves had need of help, for it happened occasionally
that the houses, badly repaired, hung forward and fell
in one block into the river. A catastrophe of this kind
took place in 1481.

One of the twenty arches of the bridge, the thirteenth
from the City side, formed a drawbridge to let boats
pass' and aso to close the approach to the town ; this
was the obstacle which in 1553 hindered the msurgents
led by Sir Thomas Wyatt from entering London.
Beside the movable arch rose a tower on the summit of
which the executioner long placed the heads of decapi-
tated criminals. That of the Lord Chancellor, Sir
Thomas More, bled for a time on the end of a pike
on this tower before it was redeemed by Margaret
Roper, the daughter of the condemned man. In 1576,
this building of sombre memories was splendidly recon-
structed, and some very fine rooms were made in it.
The new tower was entirely of wood, carved and gilt,
in the "paper worke" style in fashion in Elizabeth's
time, blamed by the wise Harrison. It was called
" None-such House/' The heads of the condemned
were no more to soil a building so cheerful in aspect;
they were placed on the next tower on the Southwark
side. Four years after this change, the fashionable Lyly
the Euphuist, careful to flatter the vanity of his com-
patriots, ended one of his books with a pompous praise
of England, its products, its universities, its capital ; he

! As to the toll collected there from certain foreign merchants
A.D. 1331), se"Liber Albus" (ed. Riley, Introduction, p. 1).
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added : " Among all the straunge and beautiful showes,
mee thinketh there is none so notable as the Bridge
which crosseth the Theames, which is in manner of a
continuall streete, well replenyshed with large and
stately houses on both sides, and situate upon twentie
arches, whereof each one is made of excellent free stone
squared, euerye one of them being three-score foote in
height, and full twentie in distaunce one from an
other." i

This was an exceptional bridge, others presented a
less important appearance.  People were even glad to
find bridges like that at Stratford-at-Bow, in spite of
its want of width and its deep ruts; or like the
wooden bridge over the Dyke, with arches so low and
narrow that all water traffic was interrupted by a slight
rising of the level of the water. The dtate of this last
bridge, which, in truth, was more of a hindrance than a
help to communication, at length excited the indignation
of neighbouring counties. During the fifteenth century,
therefore, it was granted to the inhabitants upon their

! "Euphues and his England," ed. princ. 1580 : Arber's reprint,
1868, p. 434. See dso the large coloured drawing of about the year
1600 (partly reproduced above, p. 51), in the third part of Harrison's
" Description of England," edited by F. J. Furnivall for the New
Shakspere Society, 1877; and Mr. Wheatley's notes on Norden's
Map of London, 1593, in vol. i. p. Ixxxix of the same work.
Foreigners coming to London never failed to notice the bridge as
one of the curiosities of the town. The Greek Nicander Nucius
of Corcyra, who visited England in 1545-6, writes in his note-book :
" A certain very large bridge is built, affording a passage to those
in the city to the opposite inhabited bank, supported by stone
cemented arches, and having adso houses and turrets upon it"
("Travels of Nicander Nucius," Camden Society, 1841, p. 7).
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pressing request, that they might reconstruct the bridge,
with a movable arch for boats.!

In the same way disappeared, also in the fifteenth
century, a bridge described by Leland in his " Itine-
rary " as having been a " poore bridge of tymber and
no causey to come to it," which crossed the Avon at
Stratford. It was in such a state that " many poore
folkes and other refused to come to Stratford when
Avon was up, or comminge thither stood in jeopardye
oflyfe." Therich Sir Hugh of Clopton, sometime mayor
of London, who had been born at Clopton near Strat-
ford, and who died in 1497, moved by the danger of his
compatriots, built " the great and sumptuous bridge
upon Avon at the east ende of the towne, which hath
fourteen great arches of stone, and a long causey made
of stone, lowe walled on each syde, at the west ende
of the bridge." This same bridge is still in use, and
quite deserves the praise bestowed upon it by Leland.
But fine as it is, one would have less regretted its dis-
appearance than the destruction of a certain " praty
house of bricke and tymbre," ? built by the same Hugh
of Clopton with the purpose cf ending his days in it.
That house was purchased afterwards—also with the
intent of ending his life in it—Dby a certain countryman
of Hugh, who has since become famous enough. This
was William Shakespeare, who repaired the house,
then called New Place, and died in it in the year
1616.

The calling in of the foreign priest Isembert to

! See Appendix IL
2 " The Itinerary of John Leland," edited by Tho, Hearno

Oxford, 1745, vol. iv. pp. 66, 67
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superintend the works of London Bridge seems to have
been an exceptional fact. The making of ordinary
bridges was usually entrusted to local artists or masons ;
and it would have been strange indeed if the people
who could build such splendid cathedral naves all over
England had been at aloss to span rivers with bridges.
One of the few indentures for the making of a bridge
which have come down to us concerns the re-building
of Catterick bridge, Yorkshire, in 1422, on the great
Roman road, the Ermine Street; this document is curious
In many respects. The contract binds severa authorities
on the one hand, and " Tho. Ampllforde John Garette,
and Robert Maunselle, masons,” on the other. It is
stated in it " yat y® foresaides Tho., John, and Rob.,
schalle make a brigge of stane oure (over) y° water of
Swalle atte Catrik be twix y° old stane brigge and
y® new brigge of tree (of wood), quilke forsaid brigge,
with y° grace of God, sdle be made sufficiant [and
war]kmanly in mason craft accordand in substance to
Barnacastelle brigge, aftir y© ground and y® watyr
accordes, of twa pilers, twa land stathes (abutments),
and thre arches” The deed goes on to give a very
minute account of the way in which every part of the
work will have to be performed, of the material that
will be used, and of the time when the bridge must be
entirely finished and open to circulation: " And
y® sddes John, Tho., and Rob., schdle this forsaid
brigge sufficiantly in masoncraft make and fully per-
furnist in aII partiez and holy endyd be y*® Fest of Seint
Michille y® Arcangelle quilk y* shallefall in y® yere of
our Lorde Gode M'®cccexxv." It is understood
besides that they will receive in payment, at certain
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fixed dates, " gounes,” and aso sums of money, the
total of which will be 260 marks sterling.!

The bridge built by the three masons, John, Thomas,
and Robert, is still in existence, but it has undergone
great and many alterations.

We have already seen some examples of the means
employed at this period to secure the maintenance of
these valuable constructions, when that maintenance was
ensured by something more than the charges incident to
the ownership of the neighbouring lands (trinoda neces-
stas) ; we know that it was sometimes provided under
favour of "indulgences" promised to benefactors, some-
times by the intervention of gilds, sometimes also by the
endowments with which a great lord would enrich the
bridge which he had founded. But there were several
methods besides which were employed with success,
even with profit ; such as regular receipts under that
right of toll which Godfrey Pratt had arbitrarily
imposed on his fellow citizens, or the collection of pious
offerings made at the chapel of the bridge and to its
warden.  The right of toll was called brudtholl (bridge-
toll) or pontagium ; the grantee, or person to whom the
tax was granted, bound himself in return to make all
the necessary repairs. Sometimes the K'ng accorded
the right as a favour during acertain period. We have
an example in the following petition, which is of the
timeof Edward |. or Edward I | . :

“© To our lord the king prays his vassa William of

! " The North Riding Record Society," edited by the Rev. J. C.
Atkinson, London, vol.iii. parti.p. 33.



60 ENGLISH WAYFARING LIFE.

Latymer, lord of Yarm,* that he will grant him pont-
age for five years at the bridge of Y arm, which is broken
down, where men were wont to pass with carts and with
horses on the king's highway between the water of
Tees towards Scotland. May it please him to do this
for the soul of Madame his consort, who is to God
commended, and for the common profit of the people
who pass" The King's reply was favourable: " The
King grants the pontage for the term/'?

Some of the tariffs in force at certain bridges during
the fourteenth century have come down to us and have
been printed ; the most detailed of these is of the year
1306, and concerns London Bridge. It is annexed to a
patent of Edward L, and enumerates not only passengers,
carriages, and animals of every quality or description,
but also every sort of '© sdesble " ware which may pass
either on or below the bridge : though it may have
been considered somewhat unfair to draw money from
shipmen towards the expenses of a structure that was
no help to them, but rather the reverse3 This list,
which is a great help towards forming an exact idea

1 Yarm on the Tees, 44 miles north-north-west of York. The
" king's highway " in question is the highroad from Scotland, which
leads to the south passing through York and London. The bridge
was re-built in 1400 by Skirlaw, Bishop of Durham.

2 "Rolls of Parliament,” vol. i. p. 468. The right of pontage
is frequently mentioned in the "Liber Custumarum," edited by
Riley (Rolls Series).

3 "Concessimus quod capiatis ibidem de rebus venalibus ultra
pontem predictum et subtus eundem transeuntibus consuetudines
subscriptas, videlicet . . ." Then follows a very long list of dues.
The text of this letter-patent may be found in an appendix to
Hearne's "Liber niger Scatani," ed. 1771, vol i, p. 478*.
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of the commodities brought to London by land or
by river, covers no less than four pages of printed
matter : including coas, timber, wines, beer, horses,
sheep, butter and cheese, fish, millstones, silk and
other cloths, and sometimes the place they come from
isgiven : Flanders, Normandy, &c.

Another very curious petition (1334) will show the
application of the other mode, that is, the collection of
voluntary offerings from the charity of passersby ; the
share of the clergy in the care of these buildings, as
well as the greediness with which the profitable right
of collecting the gifts was disputed, and the embezzle-
ments of which they were sometimes the object, are to
be noticed :

"To our lord the king and his Council showeth
their poor chaplain, Robert le Fenere, parson of the
church of St. Clement, of Huntingdon, of the diocese
of Lincoln, that there is a little chapel lately built in
his parish on the bridge of Huntingdon, the keeping
of which chapel our lord the king has granted and
delivered during pleasure to one Sir Adam, Warden of
the house of St. John of Huntingdon, who receives and
takes away all manner of offerings and alms without
doing anything for the repair of the bridge or of the
said chapel as he is bound to do. On the other hand,
it seems hurtful to God and Holy Church that offerings
should be appropriated to any one except to the parson
within whose parish the chapel is founded. Wherefore
the said Robert prays, for God and Holy Church and
for the souls of our lord the king's father and his
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ancestors, that he may have the keeping of the sad
chapel annexed to his church, together with the charge
of the bridge, and he will take heed with all care to
maintain them well, with better will than any stranger,
for the profit and honour of Hon Church to please
God and all people passing that way."

This jumble of human and divine interests was sub-
mitted to the ordinary examination, and the demand
was st aside, with the following note : " Non est pe-
ticio parliamenti” ; it is not a petition for parliament.

In many cases, the bridge was itself at once proprietor
of real estate and beneficiary of the offerings made to
its chapel, and sometimes aso grantee of a right of
toll ; it had income from both civil and religious
Sources. Such were notably the bridges of London,
of Rochester,> of Bedford, and many others. John
de Bodenho, chaplain, explains to Parliament that the
inhabitants of Bedford hold their own town at farm
from the king, and have undertaken to maintain their
bridge. For this they " assigned certain tenements and
rents in the said town to support it, and with their aims
have newly built an oratory on the side of the water
belonging to Lord Mowbray, by leave of the lord,
adjoining the said bridge/* The burgesses gave to the
plaintiff the charge of the reparations, together with the
whole revenues. But the priest, John of Derby, repre-
sented to the king that it was a royal chapel which he
might dispose of, and the king has given it to him,
which is very unjust, since the chapel is not the king's ;
even those who founded it are still living. All tuese

1 " Rolls of Parliament," vol.ii.p. 88.
2 See Hist. MSS. Commission, 9th Report, part i. p. 284.
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reasons were found good ; the judges were enjoined to
dojustice to the plaintiff, and werereprimanded for not
having done it sooner, as had already been prescribed
to them.!

Enriched by so many offerings, protected by the
trinoda necessitas and by the common interest of the
landed proprietors, these bridges should have been con-
tinually repaired, and have remained sound. But it
was nothing of the sort, and the distance between legal
theory and practice was great. When the taxes were
regularly collected and honestly applied, they usually
sufficed to support the building ; even the right of
collecting them, being in itself profitable, was, as has
been seen, strongly contested for; but the example of
Godfrey Pratt and of some others has already shown
that all the wardens were not honest. Many, even in
the highest positions, imitated Godfrey. London Bridge
itself, so rich, so useful, so admired, had constantly need
of reparation, and this was never done until danger was
imminent, or even till catastrophe happened. Henry
[I'l. granted the farm of the bridge revenues "to his
beloved wife," who neglected to maintain it, and appro-
priated to herself without scruple the rents of the
building ; none the less did the king renew his patent
at the expiration of the term, that the queen might
benefit " from a richer favour/' The result of these
favours was not long to wait; it was soon found that
the bridge was in ruins, and to restore it the ordinary
resources were not enough; it was necessay to send
collectors throughout the country to gather offerings
from those willing to give. Edward I. begged his

! "Rollsof Parliament," vol.ii.p. 100 (A.D. 1338).
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jubjects to hasten (January, 1281), the bridge would
give way if they did not send prompt assstance. He
ordered the archbishops, bishops, all the clergy, to allow
his collectors to address the people freely with =° pious
exhortations" that the subsidies should be given without
delay. But the supplies thus urgently required arrived
too late; the catastrophe had already happened, a
" sudden ruin"' befel the bridge, and to repair this
misfortune the king established a special tax upon the
passengers, merchandise and boats (February 4, 1282),
which tax was enacted again and a new tariff put into
force on May 7, 1306, as we have already seen. What
this sudden ruin was we learn from Stow's " Annals";
the winter had been very severe, the frost and snow had
caused great cracks in the floor of the bridge, so that
towards the Feast of the Purification (February 2), five
of the arches fell in. Many other bridges, too, in the
country had suffered damage, Rochester Bridge had even
entirely fallen.!

It may be imagined what would happen to some of
the country bridges which had been built without the
thought of endowing them. The ams that were
given for them provedinsufficient, so that little by little,
nobody repairing them, the arches wore through, the
parapets were detached, not a cart passed but fresh
stones disappeared in the river, and soon carriages and

! "King Edward kept his feast of Christmas (1281) at Worcester.
From this Christmas till the purification of Our Lady, there was
such a frost and snow, as no man living could remember the like,
wherethrough five arches of London Bridge, and all Rochester
Bridge were borne downe, and carried away with the streame, and

the like hapned to many bridges in England” (Stow's " Annales,"
London, 1631, p. zcl). SeeAppendix I11.
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riders could not venture without much danger over the
half-demolished building. Ifwith all this aflood should
supervene, all was over with the bridge and with the
imprudent or hurried persons who might be crossing late
in the evening. An accident of this kind was brought
up in his defence by a chamberlain of North Wales,
from whom Edward I11. claimed a hundred marks.
The chamberlain averred that he had sent the money
carefully by his clerk, William of Markeley ; alas," the
said William was drowned in Severn, at Moneford
bridge, by the rising flood of water, and could not be
found, so that he was devoured by beasts thus the said
hundred marks chanced to be lost."” At that time
there were still wolves in England, and the disappear-
ance of the body, with the ioo marks, through the
action of wild beasts, would appear less unlikely than at
present*

In those days neglect attained lengths now impossible
and unknown to us. The Commons of the counties
of Nottingham, Derby, and Lincoln, and of the town
of Nottingham, declare to the Good Parliament (1376),
that there is near the town of Nottingham a great
bridge over the Trent, called Heybethebridge, " to the
making and repair of which nobody is bound and
ams only are collected, by which bridge all the comers
and goers between the north and the south parts
should have their passage” This bridge is " ruinous,"
and "oftentimes have several persons been drowned,
as well horsemen as carts, man, and harness." The
complainants pray for power to appoint two bridge
wardens, who shall administer the property that will

! "Rolls of Parliament," vol. ii. p. 91 (9 Edward I11.), 1335.
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be given for its maintenance," for God and asawork of
charity." But the king did not accede to their request.’

Or maybe it happened that the riverside proprietors
let their obligation fall into oblivion, even when it was
at commencement formal and precise enough. The
legislator had, however, taken some precautions ; he had
inscribed bridges on the list of the subjects for those in-
quiries opened periodically in England by the justices
in Eyre, sheriffs and bailiffs, as we shall s further
on ; but interested men found means to defraud the law.
People had been so long used to s ruin menace the
edifice, that when it actually did give way no one could
say who ought to have repaired it. It then became
necessary to apply to the king for a specia inquiry,
and to seek on whom lay the service. The parliament
thus decide in 1339, on the demand of the prior of St.
Neots : " Item, let there be good and true men assigned
to survey the bridge and causeway of St. Neots, whether
they be broken down and carried away by the rising of
the waters, as the prior aleges, or not. And in cae
they are broken down and carried away, to inquire who
ought and was used to have it repaired, and who is
bound of right to do it ; and how the bridge and road
way may be re-made and repaired. And what they?
find they shall return into the chancery."

In consequence of such inquests the persons charged
with the maintenance find themselves pointed out by
the declarations of a jury convened on the spot, and a
tax is levied upon them for the execution of the repara-

" Rolls of Parliament," vol.ii. p. 350
? e, the jury "of good and true men." "Rolls of Parliament,”
vol.ii.p.iu.



ROADS AND BRIDGES 67

tions. But very often the debtors protest and refuse to
pay; they are sued, they appea to the king ; horse,
cart, anything that may come to hand and belongs to
them is seized to be sold for the benefit of the bridge ;
the dispute lengthens out, and meanwhile the edifice
gives way. Hamo de Morston, for example, in the
eleventh year of Edward |IL, complains that his horse
has been taken. Cited to justify themselves, Simon
Porter and two others who have made the capture
explain that there is a bridge at Shoreham, called the
Long bridge, which is half destroyed ; now it has been
found that the building ought to be restored at the
expense of the tenants of the Archbishop of Canterbury.
Hamo having refused to pay his part of the contribu-
tion, Simon and the otherstook his horse. They acted
by order of a bailiff, and their conduct is vindicated.
After another inquest of the same period, the Abbot of
Coggeshall refused to execute any repairs to a bridge
near his lands under pretext that within memory of
man there had been no other bridge over the river
" than a certain plank of board,” and that at all times
it had been found sufficient for horsemen and pedes-
trians (1 Edward IL). Innumerable are the examples of
inquests of this sort and of the difficulties in executing
the measures decided on.*

Owing to these severa causes the chronicle of even
the most important of English bridges, when it is
possible to trace it out, is along tale of falls into the
river, rebuildings, and repairs, and ever-recurring cata-
strophes.  Sometimes when the damage was great, and
much money was wanted and did not happen to be

! Several instances will be found cited in Appendix IV.
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forthcoming, a ferry was established as a substitute for
the late bridge, and there remained for years and years
together.  Such a series of events is offered by the
history of the bridge on the Tweed at Berwick, which
was one of the longest in England. The first time we
hear of it is in the year 1199, and the news is that it
fell at that date, owing to therising of theriver. It was
rebuilt and fell again; sometimes it was rebuiltin wood
and sometimes in stone; at times it fell altogether
from beginning to end, and then a ferry was established,
and there remains for many years. This was the case
in 1294, when great harm was done by the inundations.
" Where the bridge fell at this time," says the latest
historian of Berwick, " thereit lay for many years. The
only method of crossing was by ferry boats, worked
from both sides of the river; while the ferry in times
of danger was defended by soldiers. Thus, in Sir
Robert Heron's (the controller) ' Book of Bills' for
1310, there is allowed one half quarter of pease to each
of six crossbowmen (one of them being John Sharp
Arewe) guarding the ferry of the Tweed at Berwick."'
The ferry follows vicissitudes scarcely less numerous
than the bridge itself, and disputes arise as to the right
of working it, or rather of collecting the tolls there.
The revenues of the bridge, now that there is no longer
any bridge, are also a matter of difficulty, and the king
has to interfere to settle the matter of the rents of
houses and of fisheries belonging to the ruined monu-
ment. In 1347 at last the citizens of the town began
to think seriously of rebuilding their bridge, and the
king granted them the right of collecting towards the
! John Scott, "Berwick-upon-Tweed,"London, 1888, p. 408.et seq.
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expenses a toll of sixpence on every ship entering their
harbour. The bridge was then rebuilt, but not in
such a way as not to fall again, which has happened to
it many times since. Not less doleful is the story of
the bridge on the Dee at Chester, of which we hear in
the chronicles for the first time in 1227 and 1297, on
account of its being carried away by the water,® and the
same may be said of many of the bridges of mediaeval
England, especially of longer ones such as the two
just named.

When rebuilding had to take place people generally
did not care to remove what remained of the old monu-
ment, and, for this reason, when a bridge has been broken
down in our time, it has been often found that it was
made of an accumulation of superimposed bridges. Such
was the case with the bridge over the Teign, between
Newton Abbot and Teignmouth, rebuilt in 1815. It
became, on that occasion, apparent that four successive
bridges at least had been at various times erected with
or over the remains of previous constructions. Mr.
P. T. Taylor, who investigated the matter at that
time, gave as his opinion “° that the last or upper work
was done in the sixteenth century, and that the red
bridge had been built on the salt marsh in the thirteenth
century; since which time there has been an accumu-
lation of soil to the depth of ten feet. He supposes
the wooden bridge to be as old as the Conquest, and
the white stone bridge to have been a Roman work."?

Given these circumstances, it is rather a matter of
surprise than otherwise to find that a good number of

! Ormerod, "History of Chester," 1819, vol. i. p. 285.
2 Archaeologia," t. xix. p. 310.

4



70 ENGLISH WAYFARING LIFE.

mediaeval bridges still subsist in England; the more
so as this our century has been a great destroyer of
bridges. The enormous increase of population and the
proportionate want of means of communication during
the last hundred years has proved fatal to many
bridges, and especially to the more famous and impor-
tant ones which had been built in the more largely
populated districts. Owing to such necessities London
Bridge itself has disappeared, and the recollections of
five hundred years, during which it had been, so to
say, a factor in English history and associated with the
life of the nation, could not save it. The tide of an
ever-increasing traffic was at last too strong for the
masterpiece of Isembert. Many others had the same
fate, or at least were partly rebuilt or enlarged, not
always in such a way as to retain their pristine appear-
ance. For all that, however, enough of them remain
to give an accurate idea of what they were without
having recourse merely to descriptions or drawings
in contemporary manuscripts. None, it istrue, can for
elegance and completeness compete with such bridges
as are still to be found in France ; for example, with the
magnificent thirteenth-century bridge of the Calendre at
Gahors, of which an engraving has been given above
(p. 41). Those that remain are sufficient, nevertheless,
to testify to the skill of old English architects in that
particular branch of their art. As might have been
expected, these old bridges chiefly abound in those parts
of the country where the increase of traffic and popu-
lation has been the least conspicuous, on roads little
more frequented to-day than in the Middle Ages, which
then led to strong castles or flourishing monasteries,






THE CHAPEL ON THE BRIDGE AT WAKEFIELD. [1.
{Fourteenth Century; present state.)
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and only lead now to ivy-covered ruins. For this
reason they are more numerous in some parts of Wales
than anywhere in England. Be they in Wales, in
Scotland, or in England, taken altogether they still
offer examples of almost all the peculiarities with which
it was the custom during the Middle Ages to adorn
or accompany them.

In several casss the chapels which placed them under
the protection of a saint and where offerings were
collected, are still extant. There is one, of the fif-
teenth century,® at Rotherham, Yorkshire, "a chapel
of stone wel wrought/' says Leland ; another, a small
one, is to be seen on the bridge at Bradford-on-Avon,
Wiltshire; athird, avery tall structure, stands on the
middle of the bridge at St. Ives, Huntingdonshire; but
the finest example by far of such buildings is the chapel
on the bridge at Wakefield, both chapel and bridge
dating from the fourteenth century. Leland mentions
them as "the faire bridge of stone of nine arches,
under which runnith theriver of Calder, and on the esst
side of this bridge is aright goodly chapel of our lady
and two cantuarie preestes founded init." This foun-
dation was made about 1358 ; Edward | I | ., by a charter
dated at Wakefield, settled "~10 per annum on
William Kaye and William Bull and their successors
for ever to perform Divine service in a chapel of St.
Mary newly built on the bridge at Wakefield."?

! The date is shown by a will of the *4th of August, 1483, by
which a sum is left towards the making of the chapel to be built
on Rotherham Bridge. See J. Guest, " Historic Notices of Rother
ham," Worksop, 1879, foi. pp. 125-6. Two views of the bridge

and chapel are given, pp. 120 and 581.
2 Camden's " Britannia," ed. Gough,vol.iii.,Lond., 1789, pp. 38-9
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In our century the bridge has been widened on its
west side; which has caused it to lose its original
appearance on this side.  The chapel, too, was restored
in 1847, k! its original perpendicular style was care-
fully respected.’

Several specimens aso remain of bridges with the
triangular receses we have mentioned, left on the top
of the piers for the safety of foot passengers. Among
rtiany other examples may be quoted thefmefourteenth-
century bridge at Warkworth, Northumberland,? which
also desarves notice for another peculiarity much more
rarely to be met with, that is, the preservation of the
tower built at one end for its defencee. Most of
the bridges of any importance were protected in this
way ; of late it has been found usdess, and the con-
sideration that they were ornamental has rarely been
sufficient to prevent such fortifications being pulled
down. Thoseat Chester were removed in 1782-1784;
those at Y ork were demolished (with the bridge itself,
of the thirteenth century) at the beginning of our
century ; the Durham example, built on Framwellgate
Bridge, in 1760, &c. It must be conceded that those
towers were sometimes very inconvenient. A person
who was present on the occasion told me that, quite
recently, a gipsy's caravan was stopped at the tower on
Warkwoith Bridge, being unable, owing to the lowness

T, K|Iby Views in Wakefield," 1843, fol.; J. C. and C. A.
Buckler "Remarks upon Wayside Chapels," Oxford 1843.
" Twenty marks were left towards the rebuilding of this brldge
by John Cook of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, z Rich. 1L, 1379, (E.
Mackenzie, " View of the County of Northumberland," 1825, vol.
iup.ill).



THE BRIDGE WITH A DEFENSIVE TOWER AT WARKWORTH, NORTHUMBERLAND.
(Fourteenth Century ; present state.)
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of the arch, to go under it. The pavement had to be
hollowed out to allow the caravan to proceed on its
journey. Rarer even are bridges with houses on them,
as was the fashion in the Middle Ages. A solitary
house remains on Elvet Bridge at Durham, and the
only bridge with a complete row of houses is quite a
recent structure, being the familiar Pulteney Bridge
built at Bath by William Pulteney in the eighteenth
century.

The more numerous of the mediaeval bridges still in
existence are those of one arch ; there are many of them
in Wales, some are most elegant and picturesque ; such
is the famous Devil's Bridge over the Mynach, near
Aberystwith. In England the largest is the one over
the moat of Norwich Castle; and the most curious the
three-branched one at Crowland, this last belonging in
its actual state to the fourteenth century. It is no
longer used, as no road passs over it and no water under.
Others are to be met with in several parts of the
country, one of the finest being built over the Ksk,
near Danby Castle, Yorkshire. Itsdate is about 1385 ;
the arms of Neville, Lord Latimer, who had it built are
yet to be seen at the top of the bridge, on one of its
sides.!

Lastly, attention must be drawn to bridges of a larger
kind; most of them have unfortunately undergone
great alterations and repairs. Besdes the Wakefield
Bridge above mentioned, there is one over the Dee, at
Chester, part of which is as old as the thirteenth

* An engraving of this not sufficiently known bridge is given on
the next page. | have been enabled to do so by the kindness of
the Rev. J, C. Atkinson, of Danby Parsonage.
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century ; it has been thoroughly repaired snce Ormerod
disrespectfully described it as "a long fabric of red
stone extremely dangerous and unsightly." * At Durham
there ae the Framwellgate and the Elvet Bridges,
both originally built in the twelfth century. A six-
arched bridge, rebuilt in the fifteenth century, exists

THE BRIDGE NEAR DANBY CASTLE, YORKSHIRE.
(hourtemth Century.)

at Hereford; another, repaired in 1449, v/ith the help
of indulgences, remains at Bidford.? A four-arched
one, built in the fourteenth century, over the Dee is

! "History of Chester," London, 1819, vol. i. p. 285.
2 Dugdale, "Warwickshire," 1730, ii. 724.
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to be seen at Llangollen; it is" one of the TW Tblws
Cymru, or three beauties of Wales;"' the arches are
irregular in size, for the architect, in this and in many
other cases, minding more the solidity of the structure
than its uniformity, built the piers at the places where
the presence of rocks in the bed of the river made it
most convenient. Other mediaeval bridges of several
arches remain at Huntingdon, at St. Ives, at Norwich
(Bishop's bridge), at Potter Heigham (a most pictu-
resque one),” &c. One of the most interesting is
the thirteenth-century bridge over the Nith, at Dumfries,
in Scotland, which had formerly thirteen arches, seven
of which only are now in use. It was long considered
the finest after that of London.3

The maintenance of the roads much resembled that
of the bridges; that is to say, it greatly depended upon
arbitrary chance, upon opportunity, or on the goodwill
or the devotion of those to whom the adjoining land
belonged. In the caxe of roads, as of bridges, we find
petitions of private persons who pray that a tax be

1 J G. Wood, "The Princi pal Rivers of Wales," London, 1813,
vol. ii. p. 271.

2 Se F. Stone, " Picturesque Views of the Bridges of Norfolk,"
Norwich, 1830.

3 Rough sketches of more than thirty old English bridges may
be seen in a curious engraving by Daniel King (seventeenth
century) bearing as a title: " A n orthographical designe of severall
viewcs vpon ye road in England and Wales," and as a subscription :
"This designe is to illustrate Cambden's Britannia, that where he
mentions such places the curious may se them, which is the
indeavour, by Gods assistance, of

"Y. S. Daniell King."
(A copy bound in the MS. Hari. 2073, as fol. 126.) Catterick
Bridge {supra p. 58) is among the bridges there represented.
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levied upon those who pass along, towards the repair
of the road. " Walter Godelak of Walingford, prays
f jr the establishment of a custom to be collected from
every cart of merchandise traversing the road between
Jowemersh and Newenham, on account of the depth
and for the repair of the sald way. Reply: The King
will do nothing therein/'' Again, a lady arrogates to
herself the right to levy a tax on passengers. “ To
our lord the king show the commonalty of the people
of Nottinghamshire passing between Kelm and Newur,
that whereas the king's high way between the said two
towns has been wont to be for all persons freely to pass,
on horse-back, in carriages, and on foot from time im-
memorial, the Lady of Egrum has got hold to herself
of the said road in severalty, taking from those passing
along there grievous ransoms and exactions, in disherit-
ance of the king and his crown and to the great hurt
of the people/' The king orders an inquest.
Sometimes the sheriffs in their turns ordered the levy
of taxes on those who did not repair the roads ; the
law, as we have seen, allowed it; but those who were
fined protested before Parliament under the pretext that
the roads and the bridges were " sufficient enough ;"
—" Iteni) humbly pray the Commons of your realm, as
well spiritual as temporal, complaining that several
sheriffs of your kingdom feign and procure present-
ments in their turns that divers roads, bridges, and
causeys are defective from non-reparation, with pur-
pose and intent to amerce abbots, priors, and seculars,
sometimes up to ten pounds, sometimes more, some-

1" Rolls of Parliament," vol.i. p. 48 (18 Edward | ., A.D. 1289).
2 |bid., vol. i. p. 424 (18 Edward |1, 1324).
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times less, and levy the said amercements by their
officers called out-riders, without delay or any reply of
the parties, in places where the said roads, bridges, and
causeys are sufficient enough, or perhaps are not in
charge of the said amerced men." Reply: Let the
common law be kept, and the amercements reasonable
in this case!

Where negligence began, the ruts, or rather the quags,
began. Those numerous little subterranean arches,
which the foot-passenger now does not even notice, with
the purpose of carrying off brooks dry during a part
of the year, did not exist then, and the brook flowed
through the road. In the East at the present day, the
caravaneers talk in the bazaars of the town about the
roads and pathways;, we spesk of them ourselves on
returning home, as books of travel show. In the East,
however, aroad is often nothing ese than a place along
which men customarily pass; it little resembles the
irreproachable highways the idea of which the word
road evokes in European minds. During the rainy
season immense pools of water cut off the usual track
of the horsemen and camels; they increase by little and
little, and at length overflow and form true rivers. At
evening the sun sas in the heavens and aso in the
purpled road; the innumerable pools of the way and
of the country reflect the red or violet clouds ; the wet
horses and the splashed riders shiver in the midst of all
these glimmerings, while overhead and at foot the two
suns approach one another to rejoin on the horizon.
The roads of the Middle Ages sometimes were like

! " Rolls of Parliament,” vol. iil p. 598 (7 and 8 Henry IV.).
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those of the modern East; the sunsets were magnificent
in winter, but to face journeys required a robust horse-
man, inured to fatigue, and with stubborn health. The
ordinary education, it is true, prepared one for all these
trials.

The roads in England would have been entirely im-
passable, and religious zeal would have been no more than
the indulgences of the Bishop of Durham sufficient to
keep them in condition, if the nobility and the clergy,
that isto say, the whole of the landed proprietors, had not
had an immediate and daily interest in possessng pass-
able roads. The English kings had had the prudence
not to form great compact fiefs like those which they
themselves possessed in France, and which caused them
to be such dangerous vassals. Their own example had
no doubt taught them, and we find them from the
beginning distributing to the shareholders in the great
enterprise domains scattered in all corners of the island.
This kind of chequered proprietorship subsisted to the
fourteenth century. Froissart, indeed, remarked it :
" And severa times," says he, " ic happened that when
| rode about the country with him,for the lands and
revenues of the English barons are here and there and
much scattered” he called me and said : ' Froissart, do
you s that great town with the high steeple?"* Tne
unfortunate Despencer who put this question was not
alone in having the lands which he owed to the prince's
favour sown at hazard in every county; all the great
men of his style were in the same case. The king him-
sdlf, besdes, with all his court, as well as the lords,
ceasdlessly went from one country house to another, by

! Edition by S. Luce, vol. i. p. 257.
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choice, and still more by necessity. In time of peece it
was an appearance of activity which was not displeasing*
but, above all, it was ameans of living. All, however
rich, were obliged to economize, and, like proprietorsin
all ages, to live upon their lands by the produce of their
domains. They went from place to place, and it was
of much importance for them to have passable roads,
where their horses would not stumble and where their
baggage waggons, which served for true removals, might
have a chance of not being overturned. In the same
way the monks, those great cultivators, were much in-
terested in the good maintenance of the roads. Their
agricultural undertakings were of considerable extent;
an abbey such as that of Meaux, near Beverley, had in
the middle of the fourteenth century, 2,638 sheep 515
oxen, and 98 horses, with land in proportion.® Besides,
as we have seen, the care of watching over the good
condition of the roads was more incumbent on the
clergy than on any other class, because it was a pious
and meritorious work ; and for this reason the religious
character of their tenure did not exempt them from the
trinoda necesstas, common to all the possessors of land.

Al these motives combined were enough to provide
roads that were considered sufficient for the current
needs, but in those days people were contented with
little. The carts and even the carriages were heavy,
lumbering, but solid machines, which stood the hardest
jolts. People of any worth journeyed on horseback.
As to those who travelled on foot, they were used to
all sorts of misery. Little, then, sufficed ; and if other

1 v Chronica monasterii de Melsa," edited by E. A. Bond ; Rolls
Scries, 1868, London, vol. iii. preface, p. xv.
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proofs were wanting of the state into which the roads
were liable to fall, even in the most frequented places,
we should find them in a patent of Edward I|11.
(November 20, 1353), which orders the paving of the
highroad, alta via, running from Temple Bar (the
western [imit of London at thisperiod) to Westminster.
This road, being almost a street, had been paved, but
the king explains that it is" so full of holes and bogs
; . . and that the pavement is so damaged and broken "
that the traffic has become very dangerous for men and
carriages. In consequence, he orders each proprietor on
both sides of the road to remake, at his own expense, a
footway of seven feet up to the ditch, usque canellum.
The middle of the road—" inter canellos "—the width
of which is unfortunately not given, is to be paved, and
the expense covered by means of atax laid on all the
merchandise going to the staple at Westminster.*
Three years later a general tax was laid by the City
of London on all carts and horses bringing merchandise
or materials of any kind to the town. The ordinance
which imposed it, of the thirtieth year of Edward I | | .,
first states that all the roads in the immediate environs
of London are in such bad condition that the carriers,
merchants, & ¢, " are oftentimes in peril of losing what
they bring." Henceforward, to help the reparations, a
due would be levied on all vehicles and al! laden beasts
coming to or going from the city; a penny per cart
and a farthing per horse, each way ; for a cart bringing
sand, gravel, or clay, threepence a week must be paid.

! Patent Roll, 27 Edward | | | ., in Rymer (ed. 1708), vol. v. p. 774.
See as to the repair of this same road in 1314, thirty-nine years
earlier, " Rolls of Parliament,'* vol. i. p. 302b.
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Exception as usual was made for the carriages and
horses employed in the transport of provisions and
other objects destined for great men.’

The environs of Paris about the same time presented
roads and bridges quite as badly kept as those in the
neighbourhood of London. CharlesV I ., in one of his
ordinances, states that the hedges and brambles have
greatly encroached on the roads, that there are even
some in the midst of which trees have shot up.

" QOutside the said town of Paris, in several parts of
the suburbs, prdvosti and vicomtd of the same, there are
many notable and ancient highways, bridges, lanes, and
roads, which are much injured, damaged, or decayed
and otherwise hindered, by ravines of water and great
stones, by hedges, brambles, and many other trees
which have grown there, and by many other hindrances
which have happened there, because they have not been
maintained and provided for in time past; and they
are in such a bad state that they cannot be securely
traversed on foot or horseback, nor by vehicles, without
great perils and inconveniences ; and some of them are
abandoned at all parts because men cannot resort there."
The Provost of Paris is ordered to cause the repairs to
be made by all to Whomthey pertained ; and, if necessary,
to compel by force " all" the inhabitants of the towns
neighbouring to the bridges and highways.”

But what helps us to understand the difficulty of
journeys in the bad weather better than ordinances, and
enables us to picture the flooded roads like those of the

! Riley's"Memorials of London," London,1868, p. 291.
% Ordonance of March 1, 1388, "Recueil dlsambert,” vol. vi.
p. 665.
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East in therainy season, is the fact declared in' official
documents of the impossibility that existed formerly
during bad weather of responding to the most impor-
tant royal summons. Thus, for example, we s the
bulk of the members called to Parliament from all parts
of England fail at the appointed day, without the delay
being attributable to any other cause than the state of the
roads. We read thus in the record of the sittings of
the second Parliament of the third year of Edward | I 1.
(1339) that it was necessxy to declare the few repre-
sentatives of the Commons and of the nobility who had
been able to reach Westminster, " that because the
prelates, earls, barons, and other lords and knights of
the shires, citizens and burgesses of cities and boroughs
were so troubled by the bad weather that they could
not arrivelthaI day, it would be proper to await their
coming."”

Yet these members were not poor folks, they had
good horses, good coats, thick cloaks covering the neck,
reaching up just under the hat, with large hanging
deeves falling over the knees ;> no matter, the snow or
the rain, the floods, or the frost, had been strongest.
While battling each one against the weather which
hampered his journey, prelates, barons, or knights, must
have been obliged to stop their animals in some isolated
inn, and as they listened to the sound of the deet on
the wooden panels which closed the window, feet
nt the fire in the smoky room while waiting the
retreat of the waters, they thought on the royal dis-
pleasure which soon, no doubt, would show itself in

1" Rolls of Parliament," ii. p. 107.
2 See the engraving as frontispiece, p. 4.



THE PARLIAMENT SITTING AT WESTMINSTER, OCT., 1399.
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the painted chamber" at Westminster. In short,
though there were roads, though property was burdened
with obligatory services for their support, though laws
from time to time recalled their obligations to the
possessors of the soil, though the private interest of
lords and of monks, in addition to the interest of the
public, gave occasion to reparation now and then,—the
fate of the traveller in afall of snow or in athaw was
very precarious. The Church might well have pity on
him, and might specify him, together with the sick and
the captive, among the unfortunates whom she recom-
mended to the daily prayers of pious souls.

TUE THREE-BRANCHED BRIDGE AT CROWLAND.



A COMMON CART.
(From the MS 10 E. IV. in the British Museum, English; Fourteenth
Century.)

CHAPTER IL

THE ORDINARY TRAVELLER AND TH2 CASUAL
PASSER-BY.

HUS kept up, the roads stretched away from the
towns and plunged into the country, interrupted
by the brocks in winter and scattered with holes ;

the heavy carts slowly followed their devious couree,
and the sound of grating wood accompanied the vehicle.
These carts were very common and numerous. Some
had the form of a square dung-cart, simple massive
boxes made of planks borne on two wheels; others,
a little lighter, were formed of datts latticed with a
willow trellis: the wheels were protected by great
nails with prominent heads! Bothwere used for labour

1 See representations of these carts in the manuscripts of the
fourteenth century, and especially in MS. Roy., 10 E. IV ., at the
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in the country ; they were to be found everywhere, and
were hired very cheaply. Twopence for carrying a
ton weight a distance of one mile, was the average
price; for carrying corn, it was about a penny a mile
per ton. Al this does not prove that the roads were
excellent, but rather that these carts, indispensable to
agriculture, were numerous. They did not represent a
large sum to the villagers, who themselves fabricated
them ; they were made solid and massive because they
were easier to set up thus and resisted better thejolts of
the roads; avery slight remuneration would suffice for
the owners of carts. The king aways needed their
services ; when he moved from one manor to another,
the brilliant cortege of the lords was followed by an
army of borrowed carts.

The official purveyors found the carts on the spot
and freely appropriated them ; they exercised their
requisitions ten leagues on each side of the road
followed by theroyal convoy. They even took with-
out scruple the carts of travellers coming thirty or forty
leagues, whose journey was thus abruptly interrupted.
There were indeed statutes against forced loans, which
especially provided that suitable payment should be
made, that is to say, " ten pence a day for a cart with
two horses, and fourteen pence for a cart with three
horses." But often no payment came. The "poor
Commons" re-commenced their protestations, the par-
British Museum, fol. 63, 94, 110, & ¢, and in the Louterell psalter
We give above a fac-simile of one of them, and below a representa-
tion of a reaper's cart from the Louterell psalter. See aso Bodi.

MS. 264, fos. 42, 84, 103, no.
1 T. Rogers," History of Agriculture and Prices," i. pp. 650-661,
5
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liament their statutes, and the purveyors their exac-
tions. Besde the carts they demanded corn, hay, oats,
beer, meat; it was quite a little army that had to be
fed, and the requisitions cast the villages into terror.
People did what they could to be exempted; the
simplest way was to bribe the purveyor, but the poor
could not. Yet numberless regulations had successively
promised that there should never be any further abuse.
The king was powerless; under an imperfect govern-
ment the laws created to last for ever rapidly lose their
vitality, and those made at that time died in a day.
Purveyors swarmed; many gave themselves out as
king's officers who were not so, and these were not
the least greedy. Al bought at absurd prices and
limited themselves to promising payment. The statute
of 1330 shows how these payments never arrived ;
how aso when twenty-five quarters of corn were taken
only twenty were reckoned because they were mea-
sured by " the heaped bushel."' In the same way, for
hay, straw, & ¢, the purveyors found means to reckon
at a halfpenny for their own account what was worth
two or three pence; they ordered that provision of
wine should be brought, kept the best in order to sell
it again on their own behalf, and got paid for returning
a portion of it to those from whom they had taken it,
which singularly reversed matters. The king perceived
all this and reformed accordingly. A little time after

! U Statutes of the Realm," 4 Edward | I'1. ch. 3. Eight bushels
make a quarter. [The Act 25 Edward I I | . stat. 5, ch. 10 (A.D.
1351) provided that every measure of corn should be striken with-
out heap, and that the royal purveyors should use this measure.
(Hence the name strike for a bushel.) L. T. S]
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he reformed again, and with the same result. In 1362
he declared that henceforth the purveyors should pay
ready money at the price current of the market ; and
he added the amusing proviso that the purveyors should
Iose their detested name and should be called buyers :

" that the heinous name of purveyor [i.e. providor] be
changed, and named achatour [buyer]." ' The two
words conveyed, it appears, very different ideas?

The same abuses existed in France, and numerous
ordinances may be read in the pages of Isambert which
are conceived in exactly the same spirit and which
respond to the same complaints; ordinances of Philip
the Fair in 1308, of Louis X. in 1342, of Philip V1.,
who wills that the " preneurs pour nous" (" takers for
us"), should not take unless they had " new lettersfrom
us," which shows the existence of fase providors as
in England. John of France renews all the restrictions
of his predecessors, December 25, 1355, &c

The king and his lords journeyed on horseback for
the most part, but they had aso carriages. Nothing
gives a better idea of the encumbering, awkward luxury
which formed the splendour of civil life during thi?
century than the structure of these heavy machines.
The best had four wheels; three or four horses drew
them, harnessed in a row, the postilion being mounted
upon one, armed with a short-handled whip of many
thongs; solid beams rested on the axles, and above
this framework rose an archway rounded like a tunnel;
as a whole, ungraceful enough. But the details were
extremely elegant, the wheels were carved and their

! Statute 36 Edward | | | . tat. 1, ch. 2.
2 See several extracts in Appendix V.
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spokes expanded near the hoop into ribs forming
pointed arches; the beams were painted and gilt, the
inside was hung with those dazzling tapestries, the
glory of the age; the seats were furnished with em-
broidered cushions; alady might stretch out there, half
sitting, half lying ; pillows were disposed in the corners
as if to invite deep, square wmdows pierced the sides
and were hung with silk curtains®  Thus travelled
the noble lady, slim in form, tightly clad in a dress
which outlined every curve of the body, her long
dender hands caressing the favourite dog or bird.
The knight, equally tightened in his cote-hardie* re-
garded her with a complacent eye, and, if he knew good
manners, opened his heart to his dreamy companion in
long phrases like those in the romances. The broad
forenead of the lady, who has perhaps coquettishly
plucked off her eyebrows and stray hairs, a process
about which satirists were indignant,? brightens up at

! Representations of carriages of this kind are frequent in
manuscripts.  Many are to be found,, with two wheels and much
ornamented, in the romance of the King Meliadus (MS. of the
fourteenth century in the British Museum, Add. 12,228, fos 198 v°,
243). The celebrated carriage with four wheels of the Louterell
psalter (also of fourteenth century) is here reproduced. It is
drawn by five horses harnessed in a row. On the second sSts a
postilion with a short whip of several thongs; on the fifth, that is
the nearest to the carriage, sts another postilion with a long whip
of the shape in use at the present day.

8 La Tour-Landry relates a story of a holy hermit who saw in a
dream his nephew's wife in purgatory. The demonswere pushing
burning needles into her eyebrows. An angd told him that it was
because she had trimmed her eyebrows and temples, and increased
her forehead, and plucked out her hair, thinking to beautify herself
and to please the world. (" Le livre du Chevalier de La Tour-
Landry," ed. Montaiglo, Paris, 1854. An English translation of
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moments, and her smile is like a ray of sunshine.
Meanwhile the axles groan, the horse-shoes crunch the
ground, the machine advances by fits and starts,
descends into the hollows, bounds altogether at the
ditches, and falls violently back with a dull noise.
The knight must speak pretty loud to make his dainty
discourse, maybe inspired by the recollections of the
Round Table, heard by his companion. So trivial a
necessity has always sufficed to break the charm of the
most delicate thought ; too many shocks agitate the
flower, and when the knight presents it, it has aready
lost its perfumed pollen.

The possesson of such a carriage as this was a
princely luxury. They were bequeathed by will from
one to another, and the gift was valuable. On
September 25, 1355, Elizabeth de Burgh, Lady Clare,
wrote her last will and endowed her eldest daughter
with " her great carriage with the covertures, carpets,
and cushions." In the twentieth year of Richard IL
Roger Rouland received ~400 sterling for a carriage
destined for Queen Isabella; and John le Charer, in
sixth of Edward I I | ., received ,£1,000 for the carriage
of Lady Eleanor," They were enormous sums. In the
the fifteenth century was published by the Early English Text
Society in 1868.)

! The king's sister. Devon's " Issues of the Exchequer," 1837,
p. 142. As Englished by Devon, the Latin text referred to would
mean that the receiver of the money and maker of the carriage
was Master la Zousche, but La Zousche was the clerk of the ward-
robe, who had the money from the Exchequer to give it to John le
Charer, " per manus John le Charer." Per has here the meaning
of pro, a use of the word of which severa instances may be

found in Du Cange. (This indication of Devon's mistake is due
to the late Mr. Bradshaw, of Cambridge.)
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fourteenth century the average price of an ox was
thirteen shillings, one penny farthing; of a sheep, one
shilling and five pence; of a cow, nine shillings and
five pence ; and a penny for a fowl.! Lady Eleanor's
carriage then represented the value of a herd of sixteen
hundred oxen.

Scarcely less ornamented were the horse-litters some-
times used by people of rank, especialy by ladies.
They were of the same shape as the carriages, being
covered with a sort of round vault, in which were cut
more or less large openings. Two horses carried them,
one before, the other behind, each being placed between
the slgaftswith which the machine was provided at both
ends.

Between these luxurious carriages and the peasants
carts there was nothing which answered to the multi-
tude of middle-class conveyances to which we are now
accustomed. True, there were some not so expensive
as those belonging to the princesses of Edward's Court,
but they were not many. Every one at this time knew
how to ride on horseback, and it was much more
customary to employ the animals than the heavy
vehicles of the period (see frontispiece). They went
much faster, and their masters were more certain to
arrive. " The Paston Letters" show that matters had

! Thorold Rogers, "History of Agriculture and Prices" i.
pp. 361-363.

2 Curious representations of such litters are to be found in
mediaeval manuscripts ; for instance, in the MS. 118 Francais, in
the Biblioth£que Nationale in Paris, fol. 285, where two persons are
to be seen in the litter, a lady and a wounded knight (Romance
of Lancelot, fourteenth century); orinthe MS. Roy. 18 E. I | . in
the British Museum, fol. 7. (Chronicles of Froissart.)



TRAVELLING 1N A HOKSE LITTER. L 4. 101.
(From the MS. 118 Frampass in the Bibtiothdgue Nationale, late Fourteenth Century.)
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changed little in the fifteenth century. John Paston
was ill in London, his wife wrote to him to beg him to
return as soon as he could bear the horse-ride ; the idea
of returning in a carriage did not even occur to them.
Yet it was an affair of a severe illness, " a grete dysese.”

Margaret Paston writes on September 28, 1443, " If

A YOUNG SQUIRE (CHAUCER'S SQUIRE) TRAVELLING ON HORSEBACK.
[From the Ellesmere MS.)
| might have had my will, | should have seen you ere
thistime ; | would ye were at home, if it were your
ease, and your sore might be as well looked to here as
it is where ye be, now liefer than a gown though it
were of scarlet. | pray you if your sore be whole, and
so that ye may endure to ride, when my father comes
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to London, that ye will ask leave, and come home,
when the horse shall be sent home again, for | hope ye
should be kept as tenderly here asye be a London."

Women were accustomed to riding amost as much
as men, and when they had to travel they usually did
it on horseback. A peculiarity of their horsemanship
was that they habitually rode astride. The custom of
riding sdewise did not spread in England before the
latter part of the fourteenth century, and even then it
was not general. In the invaluable manuscript of the
Decretals (Roy. 10E. 1V .) intheBritish Museum, ladies
on horseback are constantly represented ; they always
ride astride. At one place (fol. 310) horses are shown
being brought for a knight and a lady ; both saddles
are exactly the same ; they are very tall behind, so as
to form a sort of comfortable chair. The numerous
ivories of the fourteenth century in the South Kensington
Museum and in the British Museum often represent a
lady and her lover, both on horseback, and hawking.
In amost all cases the lady unmistakably rides astride.
Both ways of riding are shown in the illuminations of
the Ellesmere manuscript of Chaucer's " Canterbury
Tales," which illuminations belong to the fifteenth
century. The wife of Bath rides astride, and carries
large spurs, and the prioress sits sideways.

There were few places in England where the sight of
the royal cortege was not well known. The journeys
of the Court were incessant. @We have seen the
motives for this above. The royal itineraries that

! "paston Letters" (1422-1509), edited by Jas Gairdner,
1872, vol. i. p. 49. [The gpdling in this quotation is modernized
~~L. T. S]



A WOMAN RIDING ASTRIDE (CHAUCER'S WIFE OF BATU).
{From the Ellesmere MS.)

A LADY RIDING SIDEWAYS (CHAUCER'S PRIORESS). 2. 105.
{ From the Ellecmere MS.)
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have been published throw a flood of light upon this
continual need of movement. The itinerary of John
Lackland shows that he rarely passed a month in the
same place, most frequently he did not even remain
there aweek. Within a fortnight he is often found at
five or six different towns or castles’ The same in the
time of Edward | . ; in the twenty-eighth year of his
reign (1299-1300) that prince changed his abode
seventy-five times without leaving the klngdom that is
on an average three times a fortnight.?

And when the king moved, not only was he pre-
ceded by twenty-four archers in his pay, receiving three-
pence a day,3 but he was accompanied by all those
officers whom the author of " Fleta" enumerates with
so much complaisance. The sovereign took with him
his two marshals, his outer or foreign marshal
(forinsecus) who in time of war disposed the armies
for battle, fixed the halting-places on his journeys, and
at all times arrested malefactors found in the virgata
regia® that is to say, within twelve leagues around his
dwelling;4 and his inner marshal (intrinsecus), who

" Patent Rolls and Itinerary of King John." Edited by T
Duffus Hardy, 1835.

" Liber quotidianus garderobre " (Society of Antiquaries), Lon-
don, 1787, p. 67.

3 " Archers, And xxiiij archers on foote for garde of the
kinge's body, who shall goe before the kinge as he travaleth
thorough the cuntry” ("King Edward Il.'s . . . Ordinances,"
1323, ed. Furnivall, p. 46).

4 "Fleta, seu commentarius juris Anglicani," editio secunda,
London, 1685, lib.ii. cap. 2,4. This treatise is said to have been
composed in the prison of the Fleet by a lawyer in the time of
Edward I. It is posterior to 1292, for mention is made in it of
the submission of Scotland.



JO8 ENGLISH WAYFARING LIFE.

guarded the paace and castles, and cleared them as
much as possible from courtesans. He received from
every common harlot (meretrice communi) four pence
by way of fine, the first time that he arrested her;
if she returned she was brought before the steward,
who solemnly forbid her ever to present herself at the
dwelling of the king, queen, or their children; the third
time she was imprisoned and the tresses of her hair
were shorn off; the fourth time one of those hideous
punishments was resorted to which the Middle Ages in
their barbarity tolerated ; the upper lip of these women
was cut of f,~ ne de cagtero concupiscantur ad libidinem.""
There was aso the chamberlain, who took care that the
interior of the house was comfortable: "he has to
arrange decently for the king's bed, and to s that the
rooms be furnished with carpets and benches ;" the
treasurer of the wardrobe, who kept the accounts ; the
marshal of the hall, whose mission it was to eect
unworthy intruders and dogs,—" non enim permlttat
canes aulam ingredi,"—and a crowd of other officers.?

Over all must be placed the king's seneschd or
steward, the first officer of his household, and his great
justiciar. Wherever the king went the apparatus of
justice was transported with him : when he was about
to start the steward gave notice to the sheriff 3 of the

Y Lib.ii.cap. 5. An ordinance of Edward I | . spesks only of
the brand by a hot iron on the forehead. (" King Edward I1.'s
Household and Wardrobe Ordinances,” A.D. 1323, Chaucer
Somety ed. Furnivall, 1876.)

2 Lib. ii. cap. 14, 15.

3 He sent a mandatum to this effect, which he withdrew when
the king changed his mind as to the place where he wished to go,
which happened often enough. " Debet autem senescallus nomine



A FAMILY DINNER, WITH DOCS. MUSICIANS, CARVER, CUPBEARER, MARSHAL OF THE HALL (EXPELLING A LAZAR).
(From the MS Addit. 2.8162. in the British Museum.  Fourteenth Century.) [P. 109,
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place where the court would stop, in order that he
might bring all his prisoners to the town where the
prince was to be stationed. Al cases amenable to the
jurisdiction of the justices in eyre were then determined
by the steward, as the king'sjusticiary, who prescribed,
if necessary, the judicial duel, pronounced sentences of
outlawry, andjudged in criminal and civil cases® This
right of criminal justice even accompanied the king
abroad, but he only exercised it when the criminal had
been arrested in his own house. This occurred in the
fourteenth year of Edward I. This sovereign being at
Paris, Ingelram de Nogent came into his house to rob,
and wes taken in the act. After discussion it was
decided that Edward, by his royal privilege, should
remain judge in the matter ; he delivered the robber
over to Robert Fitz-John, his steward, who caused
Ingelram to be hung from the gibbet of St. Germain-
des-Pres.?

For a long time the chancellor himself, and the
clerks who made out the writs, followed the king on
his journeys, and Palgrave notes that frequently 3
strong horse wes required from the nearest convent to
carry the rolls;® but this custom came to a close in the

capitalis justitiarii cujus vices gerit mandare vicecomiti loci ubi
dominus rex fuerit declinaturus, quod venire faciat ad certum
diem, ublcumque tunc rex fuerit in ballivia sua, omnes asisas
comitatus sui et omnes prisones cum suis atachiamentis " (" Fleta,"
lib. ii. cap. 3, §4).

" Habet etiam ex virtute officii sui potestatem procedendi ad
utlagationes et duella jungendi et singula faciendi qua? ad ]UStI-
tiarios itinerantes, prout supra dictum et pertlnent faciendi”
(Fleta lib.ii.cap. 3,§11). 2 “Fleta,"lib.ii.cap. 3, §9,

"Original authority of the King's Council," p. 115.
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fourth year of Edward I11., when the Chancery was
permanently installed at Westminster. The tribunal
moving on, a crowd of suitors moved with it. No
matter though they were not inscribed on the rolls,
they followed without losing patience, as the shark
follows the ship, hoping to light on some prey. Parties
with a lawsuit, various petitioners, women " of ill
life" {defole vie), quite a herd of individuals without
a character, persisted in escorting the prince and his
courtiers.  They quanelled among each other, robbed
by the way, sometimes committed murders, and did not
contribute, as may be imagined, to render the news of
the king's arrival welcome.

In the ordinances of his household, Edward IL
declares and deplores all these grave abuses; he orders
that men without a character who follow the Court
shall be put in irons for forty days on bread and water,
and that the women of ill life shall be likewise im-
prisoned and branded with a hot iron; he forbids his
knights, clerks, squires, valets, grooms, in short, all
who accompany him, to bring their wives with them,
unless they have any post or employment at Court, this
host of womenkind not possibly being other than a
caue of disorder. He aso limits the number of
those who should accompany the marshal, which had
increased little by little beyond all bounds. His
ordinances are very wise and very minute, but it is
well known how quickly such orders in the Middle
Ages fell into desuetude.

Justice travelled not only in the king's suite. She
was peripatetic in England, and the magistrates from
London who had to bring her into the shires, as the
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sheriffs and bailiffs into the boroughs within their
counties, periodically went round the country redress-
ing wrongs. But grave auses dso slipped into these
institutions; and, in spite of the precautions which had
made the men under thejurisdiction of the sheriffs and
bailiffs themselves the judges of these officials, numerous
statutes one after the other had to declare some practices
culpable and to stop them, for a time. The view of
frankpledge was held before the sheriffs and bailiffsin
hundreds and manors. This was a minute inquiry,
article by article, of the manner in which the laws of
police and of safety, the rules as to property, were
executed; the juries summoned were questioned as to
this or that case of robbery, murder, fire, rape, sorcery,
apostasy, destruction of bridges and of roads {de pon-
tibus et calcetis fractis), of vagabondage, & ¢, which
they might know. The turns or tourns of the sheriffs
and bailiffs might, according to the Great Charter, only
take place twice a year, not oftener, because their coming
occasioned loss of time and money to the sworn men
who had to leave home, and to the king's subjects
at whose housss these officers had to lodge.? The

! This seignorial right was attached to many manors, and was
conveyed with them. See the petition of an abbess who claims
(on account of the fines by which she ought to profit) the view of
frankpledge, attached to the manor of Shorwalle, in the Isle of
Wight, which has been given to her. Isabella de Forte, the lady
of the ide, disputes this right with her. (" Rolls of Parliament,”
i, P 182, year 1347.)

Z Magna Carta, cap. 42, of the second conflrmatlon by Henry
[11. (1217), Stubbs "Select Charters” p. 337. "Nee liceat
alicui vicecomiti vel ballivo tenere turnum suum per hundredum
nis bis per annum." (" Fleta," lib. ii. cap. 52.)
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people greatly feared the abuses which might arise on
this head, and the Commons often petitioned the king
on that account.'

The itinerant judges also held regular inquest, accord-
ing to the Articles of the Crown, in the same fashion.
The frequency of their arrivals varied with the period;
the Great Charter (art. 18), fixed the number at four
each year. They sat in full court of the county, they
presided over it, and they thus served as a link between
the royal justice and the justice of those ancient popular
courts. In proportion as the importance of the magis-
trates increased, that of the sheriff asjudge diminished.
They demanded of the juries what crimes, what mis-
demeanours, what infractions on the statutes had come
to their knowledge. And in these minute interroga-
tories at every moment came up the names of the
sheriff, the coroner, the bailiff, the constable, of all the
royal functionaries, whose conduct was thus placed
under popular control. Has any of these officers, says
the judge, released some robber, or a fase moneyer,
or a clipper of coin? Has he for any consideration
neglected the pursuit against a vagabond or an assassin ?
Has he unjustly received fines? Has he been paid
by men who wished to avoid a public charge (for
example, of being sworn as member of a jury)? Has
the sheriff claimed more than reasonable hospitality
from those in his jurisdiction in tourns heldtoo oft ?
Has he presented himself with more than five or six
horses? And the juror ought in the same way to
denounce, under the faith of his oath, great lords who
have arbitrarily imprisoned travellers passing through

! S Appendix V1.
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their land, and all those who neglect to assg in
arresting a robber and in running with the " hue and
cry ;" for in this society each man is by turns peace
officer, soldier, and judge, and even the humble peasant,
menaced by so many exactions, has, too, his share in the
administration of justice and the maintenance of public
order. It will be seen how important from a social
point of view were these judicial tourns, which regu-
laily reminded the poor man that he was a C|t|zen
and that the affairs of the State were aso his affairs.

When the monks came out of the cloister and
travelled, they wilfully modified their costume, and
it became difficult to distinguish them from the lords.
Chaucer gives us an amusing description of the dress
of the mundane monk :

"l saugh his seves purfiled atte hond
With grys, and that the fynest of a lond,
And for to festne his hood undur his chyn
He hadde of gold y-wrought a curious pyn,,
A love-knotie in the gretter end ther was."

But the councils are still more explicit, and do more
thanjustify the satire of the poet. Thus the Council of
London in 1342, reproaches the religious with wearing
clothing " fit rather for knights than for clerks, that is
to say short, very tight, with excessively wide deeves,
not reaching the elbows, but hanging down very low,
lined with fur or with silk." They wore the beard long,

LvFleta," lib, i. cap 19, 20. See dso "Local Self-Government

and Centralization," by Toulmin Smith, 1848, pp. 220-232, 298.

Prologue to the " Canterbury Tales" ] The Monk (ed. Rich.
Morris, vol. ii. p. 7).
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rings on their fingers, costly girdles, purses or bags
whereon figures and arabesques were embroidered in
gold, knives which resembled swords, boots red or
chequered in colour, shoes ending in long points and
ornamented with dashes; in a word, all the luxury
of the great ones of the earth. Later, in 1367, the
Council of Y ork made the same remarks ; the religious
have “ ridiculously short" clothing ; they dare publicly
to wear those coats which do not come down to the
middle of the legs, and do not even cover the knees."
Very severe prohibitions were made for the future,
though on a journey tunics shorter than the regulation
gown were tolerated.

A bishop did not start on a journey without a
great train; and the bishops, not to speak of their
episcopal visitations, had to travel like the nobility to
visit their lands and to live on them. On all these
occasions they took with them their servants of different
dases and their companions, like the king with his
court. The accounts of the expenses of Richard de
Swinfield, Bishop of Hereford, give an idea of the
broad life led by the prelates. He was a bishop of
some importance, very rich in consequence; many
manors belonged to his bishopric ; he could hold his
rank as prelate and as lord, be hospitable, charitable to
the poor, and spend much on requests and suits at the
court of Rome and elsewhere. He had constantly in
his pay about forty persons of different ranks, the greater
part of whom accompanied the master in his numerous
changes of residence. His squires (armigeri) had from
amark (13s. 4d) to a pound a year ; his valleti, that

1 S Appendix VI
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is, the clerks of his chapel and others, his carters, por-
ters, falconers, grooms, messengers, & ¢, had from a
crown to eight shillings and eightpence. In the third
degree came the kitchen servants, the baker, with two
or four shillings a year ; in the fourth degree, the boys
or pages who helped the other servants and received from
one to six shillings ayear. One of the most curious

A COOK ON A JOURNEY (CHAUCER'S COOK).
{From the Ellestnere MS)

retainers of the bishop was Thomas de Bruges, his
champion, who received an annual salary that he might
fight in the prelate's name on occasion of any lawsuit
which might be terminated by judicial duel.

* "Household Expenses of Richard Swinfield," ed. J. Webb, 1854
(Camden Society), vols. i. p. 125, ii. pp. xxx-xxxvi. The duels
of Thomas de Bruges were not those of the cases of felony and
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At eventide, monks, great men, and travellers of all
kinds sought shelter for the night. When the king,
preceded by his twenty-four archers, and escorted by his
lords and the officers of his household, arrived in a
town, the marsha indicated a certain number of the
best houses, which were marked with chalk. The
chamberlain presented himself, asked the inhabitants
to make room, and the Court installed itself as well as
it could in the lodgings. Even the capital was not
exempt from this vexatious charge, but the marshal
had to come to an understanding with the mayor,
sheriffs, and citv officers for the indication of the habita-
tions. Sometimes the royal agent took no notice of
this wise proviso, and a great commotion followed.
In the nineteenth year of Edward IL, that prince
having come to the Tower, the people of his household
quartered themselves on the citizens without the mayor
and aldermen having been consulted; even the sheriff's
house was marked with chalk. Great was the wrath
of this officer when he found Richard de Ayremynne,
the king's own secretary, established in his house, the
stranger's horses in his stable, his servants in the

crime which resulted in the death of the vanquished; it was merely
the duel with staff and shield {cum fuste et scuto) which required,
as may be imagined, the replacement of the champion much less
frequently. In the twenty-ninth year of Edward I I | ., a duel took
place by means of champions between the Bishop of Salisbury and
the Earl of Salisbury. When the judges, conformably to the laws,
came to examine the dress of the combatants, they found that the
bishop's champion had several sheets of prayers and incantations
sown in his clothes ("Y ear Books of Edward | ., " Rolls Series, 32-33
year, Preface, p. xvi note). The examination of the dress was
always made, of course with the intention of discovering these
frauds, which were considered as most dangerous and disloyal.
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kitchen. Without in the least being stopped by his
respect for the majesty of the king, the sheriff, counting
upon the privilege of the city, immediately drove out
the secretary and his suite by force, rubbed off the
marks of the chalk, and became once more master of
his own house. Cited to appear before the Court
steward, and accused of having despised the king's
orders to the extent of at least #1000, he energetically
defended himself, and appealed in defence to the mayor
and citizens, who produced the charters of the city
privileges. The charters were formal, they must be
admitted; the sheriffs ardour was excused; Ayre-
mynne consoled h|mself as best he could, and did not

receive any indemnity.!

In the country, if the king did not find himself in
proximity to one of his own or his liege's castles, he
often went to lodge at the neighbouring monastery,
sure of being received there as master. The great
lords on their journeys did their best to imitate the
prince in this respect? In the convents hospitality
was a religious duty ; for the order of St. John of
Jerusalem the first of duties. This order had establish-

! s Riley's " Liber Albus," p. 303, where the case is entered
in full.

® It is enough to turn over Froissart to notice the extreme
frequency of this custom; Jean de Hainaut arrives at Denain :
"There he lodged in the abbey that night" (lib. i. parti. ch. 14);
the queen disembarks in England with the same Jean de Hainaut,
"and then they found a great abbey of black monks which is
called St. Aymon, and they were harboured there and refreshed
for three days" (ch. 18); " there the king stopped and lodged in
an abbey " (ch. 292) ; " the King Philippe came to the good town
of Amiens, and there lodged in the abbey of Gard" (ch. 296), &c.
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ments all over England, and it was good fortune for
the poor traveller to come to one of them. No doubt
he was treated there according to his rank, but it was
much not to find the door closed. The accounts of
the year 1338," show that these knight-monks did not
seek to avoid the heavy burden of hospitality ; in their
lists of expenditure are always to be found charges
occasioned by supervenientibus (strangers). When it
was an affair of kings or princes, they exceeded them-
saves; thus the Prior of Clerkenwell mentions " much
expenditure which cannot be given in detail, caused
by the hospitality offered to strangers, members of the
royal family, and to other grandees of the realm who
stay at Clerkenwell and remain there at the cost of the
house/' In consequence, the account closes with this
rdsumd: " Thus the expenditure exceeds the receipts
by twenty-one pounds, eleven shillings and fourpence.”
Even the neighbourhood of a great man was a source
of expense ; he was glad to send his suite to profit by
the hospitality of the convent. Thus in the accounts
for Hampton, the list of people to whom beer and bread
have been furnished ends by these words : " because the
Duke of Cornwall lives near."?

It should be noted that most of these houses had been
endowed by the nobles, and each one recognizing his
own land or that of arelation, a friend, or an ancestor,
felt himself at home in the monastery. But these

! " The Knights Hospitallers in England," edited by Larking
and Kemble, Camden Society, 1857. It is the text of a manuscript
found at Malta entitled, "Externa terrarum et tenementorum
Hospitals Sancti Johannis Jerusalem in Anglia, A.D, 1338."

2 "Knights Hospitallers" pp. 99, 101, 127.
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turbulent lords, friends of good cheer, abused the grati-
cude of the monks, and their eXCESES caused complamts
which came to the ear of the king.! Edward I. for-
bade any one to venture to eat or lodge in a religious
house, unless the superior had formally invited him,
or that he were the founder of the establishment, and
even then his consumption should be moderate. The
poor only, who more than any lost by the excesses of
the great, might continue to be lodged gratuitously :
"the king intendeth not that the grace of hospltajlty
should be withdrawn from the destitute."? Edward
L, in 1309, confirmed these rules, which it appears fell
into abeyance, and promised again, six years later, that
neither he nor hisfamily would make use of the hospitality
of the monks with excess3 It was trouble lost ; these
abuses were already comprised among those which it was
the object of the Articles of the Crown to discover, but
were powerless to get rid of. Periodically the magis-
trate came to question the country folk on the subject.
He asked them " if any lords or others had gone to
lodge in religious houses without being invited by the
superiors; or had gone at their own expense, against the
will of the said religious;" whether any bold persons
"had sent into the houses or mansions belonging to the
monks or others, men, horses, or dogs to sojourn there
at an expence not their own ?" It appears that it was
difficult or even dangerous to apply these rules, for the
magistrate again questioned the jury about " any who
may have taken revenge for refusal of food or lodging/'4
! See Appendix V111, 2 Statute 3 Edward | . cap. 1.

3 Statute 9 Edward IL cap. Il, Articuli deri, A.D. 1315-1316.
"Fleta," lib. i. cap. 20, § 68, 72.
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The Commons in parliament, mindful as they
were in such matters of the fate of the poorest, were
not less jealous than the wealthy of the benefits of
monkish hospitality, and watched lest the custom should
fall into desuetude. The non-residence of the clergy,
which was to be one of the causes of the Reformation
two hundred years later, occasioned violent protestations
during the fourteenth century. The Commons object
especially because from this abuse there results a
decay of the duties of hospitality. " And that all other
persons advanced to the benefices of Holy Church,”
they demand of the king, "should remain on their said
benefices in order to keep hospitality there, on the same
penalty, except the kmg s clerks and clerks of the great
lords of the realm/'' The parliament again protests
against the appropriation by the pope of rich priories
to foreigners who remain on the continent. These
foreigners " suffer the noble edifices built of old time
when they were occupled by the English to fall quite
to ruin/' and neglect " to keep hospitality." ?

Only people of high rank were admitted in the
monastery itself. The mass of travellers, pilgrims and
others, were housed and fed in the guest-house. This
was a building made on purpose to receive passersby;
it usually stood by itself, and was even, sometimes,
erected outside the precincts of the monastery.  Such,
for instance, was the cae in Battle Abbey, where the

"Rollsof Parliament," iii.p. 501, A.D. 1402

Z |bid.,iii.p. 82, A.D. 1379-80. Theclergy onthe other hand,
complain 'that the sheriffs sometimes come " with their wives and
other excessive number of people,” toinstall themselves into monas-

teries, under pretext of collecting monies for the king. Ibid., p.
25, A.D. 1377.
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guest-house is still to be seen outside the large entrance
gate. These edifices commonly consisted of ahall with
doors opening on each side into sleeping rooms. People
slept dso in the hall of the guest-house; old inventories,
for instance the one concerning the Dover Maison-Dieu
or hospital, show that beds were set up there, and there
it scems, remained permanently.!

It is hardly necessary to recall that hospitality was
also exercised in castles ; barons who were not at feud
willingly received one another; therewere much stricter
ties of brotherhood among them than now exist among
people of the same class We do not often now give
lodging to unknown persons who knock at the door ; at
the most, and that rarely, we permit a poor man passing
along in the country to deep the night in our hay-loft.
In the Middle Ages, men received their equals, not by
way of simple charity, but as a habit of courtesy and also
for pleasure.  Known or unknown, the travelling knight
rarely found himself refused the entry to a country
house. His coming in time of peace was a happy
diversion from the monotony of the days. There was
in every house the hall> the large room where the
repasts were taken in common ; the new-comer ate
with the lord at the table placed at one end on the
spot called the dais; his followers were at the lower
tables disposed the other way, along the walls of the
house.  Supper finished, all soon retired to rest, people
went to bed and rose early inthosedays. Thetraveller
withdrew sometimes into a special room for guests, if
the house were large ; sometimesinto that of the master

! "Inventories of St. Mary's Hospital, or Maison Dieu," Dover,
by M. E. C. Walcott, " Archaeologia Cantiana," London, 1869.
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himself, the solar (room on the first storey), and spent
the night there with him. Meanwhile, the lower tables
were taken out of the haII for in general these were not
standing, but movable; ! mattresses were placed on the
ground over the litter of rushes which day and night
covered the pavement, and the people of the household,
and of the traveller, the strangers of less importance,
stretched themselves out there till morning. Such a
litter of herbs or rushes was in constant use, and was to
be found in the king's palace as well as in the houses
of mere merchants in the city : it was spread in lieu of
a carpet, to keep the room warm and to give an appear-
ance of comfort. It is still to be met with, and this
is, | believe, the last place where it has found refuge,
in old-fashioned French provincial diligences; the straw
in English country omnibusesisadso itslineal descendant.
Prices paid for the purchase of rushes constantly recur
in the accounts of the royal expens&e They were so
largely used in towns as well as in the country, that
people in cities did not know what to do with the soiled
ones, and the local authorities had to interfere over and

1 " Mensae de medio remouentur " (or, in the English version by
S. Bateman of 1582, fol. 81, " when they have eaten, boord, "clothes,
and reliefe bee borne awaye"). Description of a dinner in Eng-
land, by Bartholomew the Englishman (de Glanville), 13th century.
" Bartholomi Anglici de proprietatibus rerum," Frankfort, 1609,
lib. vi. cap. 32. Smollett, in the eighteenth century, notes the
existence of similar customs in Scotland ; people dine, then sleep
in the hall, where mattresses are stretched in place of tables
(" Humphrey Clinker").

2 " Hall and chamber, for litter, 2od.; hall and chamber, for
rushes, 16d.; hall, &c., for litter, id., &c." (Extracts from the
Rotulus familiae, 18 Ed. | ., " Archasologia," vol. xv. p. 350). The
king was then at Langley Castle, Buckinghamshire.
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over again, in London especialy, where the inhabitants
were apt to throw them into the Thames, with the result
of greatly damaging and polluting the water.

Through a window pierced in the wall of separation
between his room and the hall, on the side of the dais,
the lord could s and even hear all that was done or said
in the hall. The hall was used for sleeping even in the
king's house ; the ordinances of Edward IV. show it;”
at a period much nearer our day (1514), Barclay still
complains that at Court the same couch serves for two,
and that the noise from the comers and goers, from
brawlers, coughing, and chattering perpetually hinders
seep.? At the first streaks of dawn, sending through
the white or coloured panes of the high windows spots
of light upon the dark carved timber-work, which, high
above the pavement, supported the roof itself of the
house, all stirred on their couches ; soon they were out
of doors, horses were saddled, and the clatter of hoofs
sounded anew on the highway.

Towards the latter part of the fourteenth century a
change was perceptible in the use of the hall. It was
first noted by that acute observer of manners, William
Langland, the author of the " Visions." Life was be-
coming, by slow degrees, less patriarcha and more
private ; people were less fond of dining almost publicly
in their halls. Rich men began to prefer having their

! Turner and Parker, "Domestic Architecture in England,
from Edward |. to Richard | | , " Oxford, 1853, p. 75. See ds0 in
" Archseologia," vi. p. 366, the description, with drawings, of the
Rozyal Hall at Eltham.

Eclogue I I I . in the edition of the " Cytezen and Vplondysh-
man," published by the Percy Society, 1847, p. |i.
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meals by themselves in rooms with chimneys, which last
particular Langland is careful to notice as bemg a sign
of the growing luxuriousness of the times.! Less and
less inhabited, the hall gradually becamelittle more than
a sort of thoroughfare leading to the rooms where
people were living a life more private than before. It
decreased in size as well as in importance, until it was
nothing in ordinary houses but the vestibule which we
now see

It must have been only the very poor, or the very rich
or powerful for whom the monastery served as a hostelry.
Monks received thefirst in charity, and the second by
necessity, the common inns being at once too dear for
the one and too miserable for the other. These were
intended for the middle class : merchants, small land-
owners, packmen, &c. A certain number of beds were
placed in one room, and each man bought separately
what he wished to eat, chiefly bread, a little meat, and
some beer. Complaints as to the excessive prices were
not much less frequent then than now ; the people
petitioned parliament and the kinginterfered accordingly
with his accustomed usdess good will. Edward [1I1.
promulgated, in the 23rd year of his reign, a statute
to constrain " hostelers et herbergers” to sdll food at
reasonable prices ; and again, four years later, tried to
put an end to the "great and outrageous cost of victuals
kept up in all the realm by inn-keepers and other
retailers of victuals, to the great detriment of the people
travel ling across*the realm.”

' The Vision concerning Piers the Plowman " (Skeat), Text

B, pasus x. line 96.
! Statutes 23 Ed. | | | . ch. 6 and 27 Ed. IIl. &. 1, ch. 3. Asto



THE NEW HABITS OF LUXURY. A GENTLEMAN DRESSING BEFORE THE FIRE.
(From the MS. 2 B. vii., in the British Museum. Fourteenth Century.)
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To have an instance of ordinary travelling, we may
follow the warden and two fellows of Merton College,
who went with four servants from Oxford to Durham
and Newcastle in 1331.> They travelled on horseback;
it was in the dead of winter. Their food was very
simple and their lodging inexpensive, the same items
recur amost always ; they comprise, on account of the
season, candles and fire, sometimes a coal fire. One
of their days may give an idea of the rest; for a certain
Sunday they write down :

Bread ... 4d. | Candles .. ]d.
Beer 2d. Fuel ... 2d.
Wine oo 1Jd. Beds ... 2d.
Meat . . . . b5|d. Fodder for Horses ... iod.
Potage . . . . Yd.

Beds, we se, were not dear ; on another occasion the
servants alone are at the inn, and their sleeping comes
to a penny for two nights. Generally, when the party
is complete, the whole of their beds cost twopence ; at
London the price was a little higher, that is a penny a
head.? Sometimes they have eggs or vegetables for a
farthing, a chicken or a capon. When they had con-
diments, they put them down separately, for example :
fat, £d.; gravy, Jd.; pickle for the same price; sugar, 4d;

the inns of the Middle Ages, see Francisque Michel and Ed.
Fournier, "La Grande Boheme, histoire des classes reprouvees,”
vol. i., "Hotelleries et cabarets," Paris, 1851; and in the " Ve-
tusta monumenta,” vol. iv.; 1815, pl. xxxv., a fine view of the
George Inn at Glastonbury (fifteenth century).

! The Latin text of their account of expenses is published by
Thorold Rogers in his " History of Agriculture and Prices," ii. p
635. 2 Liber Albus," ed. Riley, Introduction, p. lviii.
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pepper, saffron, mustard.  Fish recurs regularly every
Friday. Evening comes, the roads are dark ; the way
is lost, they take a guide, to whom they give a penny.
On passing the Humber they pay eightpence, which
may appear much, after the other prices. But we must
remember that the river was wide and difficult to cross,
especialy inwinter. The annals of the Abbey of Meaux
constantly mention the ravages caused by the overflow
of the river, telling of farms and mills destroyed, of
entire properties submerged, and of cultivation swept

AN ENGLISH INN OF THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY
(Frofn the Louterell Psalter.)

away. The owners of the ferry profited by these acci-
dents, in continually augmenting their prices, and at last
the king himself was obliged to intervene in order to
re-establish the normal rate, which was a penny for a
horseman; this is what the warden and fellows with
their company paid.! Sometimes our travellers fur-
nished themselves beforehand with provisions to carry
with them; asamon was bought, " for the journey,"

! S Appendix 11X .
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eighteenpence, and for having it cooked, doubtless
with some complicated sauce, they pay eightpence.
Amusing specimens of dialogue on arrival between
traveller and innkeeper, and discussion as to the price
of victuals, may be read in the Manual of French
Conversation, composed at the end of the fourteenth
century by an Englishman, under the title of "L a
Maniere de Language que t* enseignera bien a droit
parler et escrire doulz Francois/'t  Chapter iii. is par-
ticularly interesting. It shows" how a man who isgoing
far out of his own country, riding or walking, should
behave himself and talk upon the way." The servant
sent forward to engage the room utters the warm wish
" 'that there are no fleas, nor bugs, nor other vermin/
"No, sir, pleese God/ replies the host, 'for | make
bold that you shall be well and comfortably lodged
here—save that there is a great peck of rats and mice/ "
The provisions are pased in review, the fire lighted,
supper prepared: the traveller arrives, and it is curious
to note with what a gallant want of ceremony he
assures himself before dismounting that he will find
" good supper, good lodging, and the rest," ? at the inn.
Further on (chap, xiii.) there is question of another
hostelry, and the conversation between two travellers
who have just dlept in the same bed shows what a
trouble the fleas were: " William, undress and wash
your legs, and then dry them with a cloth, and rub
them well for love of thefleas, that they may not leap

! Published by Prof. Paul Meyer in the Revue Critique (1870),
roi. x. p. 373.
2" Bon oupe, bon gi te e le rese (La Fontaine).
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on your legs, for there is a peck of them lying in the
dust under the rushes. ... Hi ! thefleasbite me so!
and do me great harm, for | have scratched my
shoulders till the blood flows'

Beer was drunk along the road, and it was found in
other places besdes the inn where travellers slept at night.
At the crossroads of frequented highways there were
houses where drink could be had. A long projecting
pole above the door, which displayed afar off its buneh
of branches, announced the presence of the alehouse to
travellers. Chaucer's pilgrims, riding on the way to

ON THE ROADSIDE. THE ALEHOUSE.
(From the MS. 10 £. IV. ; English; Fourteenth Century.)

pardoner, according to his habit, would not begin his

tale without alittle comfort:
" But first quod he her at this de-stake
| wil bothe drynke and byten on a cake."

A miniature of the fourteenth century, of which we
give a reproduction, represents the alehouse with its
long horizontal pole holding its tuft of foliage well out
in front above the road. The house consists but of one
storey, a woman stands before the door with a large
beer-jug, and a hermit is drinking from a large cup. It
was the fashion to have extremely long poles, which
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offered no inconvenience in the country, but in town
they had to be under regulations, and a maximum of
length fixed. In truth, according to the wording of the
Act, poles so long were used, that they " did tend to the
great deterioration of the houses in which they were
placed," and further, they were so long and had signs
so low, that they were in the way of the riders' heads.
The Act of 1375 which relates these grievances orders
that in future the poles shall not extend more than
seven feet over the public way.! This left enough to
give a picturesque character to streets not so wide as
ours.

There were taverns of ill-fame, especially in the
towns. In London it was forbidden by the king to
keep open house after curfew, and for very good
reasons, " because such offenders as aforesaid, going
about by night, do commonly resort and have their
meetings and hold their evil talk in taverns more than
elsawhere, and there do seek for shelter, Iy|ng in wait
and watching their time to do mischief."

It was for fear of such dangers that the sheriffs and
bailiffs were obliged, in their Views of Frankpledge, to
require the men in their bailliwicks to say upon oath
what they knew " of such as continually haunt taverns,
and no man knoweth whence they come; of such as
deep by day and watch by night, eat weII and drink
well, and have nothing."

! Rlleys Memorials of London," p. 386.
2 Statutes for the City of London, 13 Ed. L, "Statutes of the
Realm,"vol.i.p. 102, A.D. 1285.
3 Articles of the View of Frankpledge, attributed to 18 Ed. | | .
" Statutes,” vol. i. p. 24.6 (French version).
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We know the fine picture of atavernin the four-
teenth century which Langland has left us. With as
much spirit as Rabelais he brings us into the presence
of the tumultuous scenes which pass at the aehouse,
to the discussions, the quarrels, the big bumpers, the
intoxication which ensues. we se every face, we dis-
tinguish the sound of the voices, we remark the coarse
behaviour; and one might almost take part in that
strange assembly, where the hermit meets the cobbler
and " the clerk of the churche,” a band of cut-purses
and bald-headed tooth-drawers.

" Thomme the tynkcre, and tweye of hus knaues,
Hicke the hakeneyman, and Hou we the neldere,!
Claryce of Cockeslane, the clerk of the churche,
An haywarde and an heremyte, the hangeman of Tyborne,
Dauwe the dykere, with a dosen harlotes,
Of portours and of pyke-porses, and pylcde toth-drawcrs.

was lauhyng and lakeryng, and Met go the coppe,’
Bargcynes and beuereges by-gunne to aryse,
And seten so til evesong rang."?

At these taverns peasants are also found. Christine
de Pisan, that woman whose writings and character so
often recall Gower, shows them tous drinking, fighting,
and losing in the evening more than they have gained
all the day; they have to appear before the provost,
and fines accrue to augment their losses:

"At these taverns every day you will find they
remain, drinking there all day as soon as their work is

! Hugh the needle-seller.
2 "Piers the Plowman," Skea's edition, Text C, passus Vii.

1- 364~370, 394.
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done. Many find it the thing to come there in order to
drink ; they spend there, 'tis perfectly true, more than
they have gained all day. Do not ak if they fight
when they are tipsy, the provost has several pounds in
fines for it during the year. And there are seen those
idle gallants who haunt taverns, gay and handsome." '
At the time of the Renaissance in England, the poet
Skelton, tutor of Henry VIII., amuses himself by de-
scribing in one of his most popular ballads an aehouse
on the highroad ; the house is just like those which
Langland knew a century and a half sooner. The ale-
wife, who brews, God knows how, her beer herself,
is a detestable old cre