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] Pran-geet

[ 1]
Life and Death

[ Translated from original Hindi )

What is this life? a wreathe of fancies dear
That weaves the Time to offer at shrine of death,
Each day is petal, flower is cach year,

Each kont of the thread is every passing breath.
The colours black and white are night and day,
The shades serene are autumn and the spring,
The tears dripping are dew-drops of pure ray,
And hour that comes and goes is bird on wing.
The fragrane fine are virgin longings sweet,

The dark-eyed dreams are bees humming around,
The handsome hopes are pollens purc and ncat,
And nectar is the love of heart profound.

O man then why to weep when life is lost,
Death’s nothing but the wreathe-completing knot.

[12]

Rise up ! Rise up! O Tove-incarnate-pride of Everest

The time is sick and groans with pain,
Blood stalks the land of flowers,

Larth is raped by bombs and tanks,
And hatred writes the history of man.

Love weeps on the drunken graves,
Truth and Beauty kidnapped in daylight,
Faith is stifled ere it is born,

Peace is hanged on the gallows of swords.

Hunfler eats the very flesh of life,
Unemployment employs the suicide,
Morals are preached by immoral lips,
And Justice awaits whips—golden whips
behind silver bars.
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The swift current of reason in desert is lost,
A djgger’s cut religion has made its goal,
Art, Literature all wander as homeless dogs,
And politics play the game of rogues.

Wake up! O Wake up ! the Saviour of Truth,

Lest oceans may surge up and swallow the globe,
Rise up ! Rise up ! O Love-incarnate-pride of Everest,
Or passions make the beast of man.

[13]
The Swan-Song

Today when I havc completely lost the power of my
wings, O you cruel captor of hearts ; you have thrown open
the door of my cage and bid me to quit it at once.

But tell me now, where shall I build my nest in
the open sky and air, where shall I sing those songs of golden
dawn which brought life once to the lifeless autumn of
earth ; where shall 1 fly with those songful wings which
once crossed even the impassable boundries of hell and
heaven. Would those fellows of feathers now allow me the
nocturnal touch of their lips and cheeks that thrilled my
veins like the sweet scented air of early morn that causes
tremor in the tender limbs of a child-bird. Where those
gardens, groves, those evergreen trees, those dancing leaves,
those pattering rains, those blooming buds, those milky
streams, those snow-capped hills, those singins stars, which
kept my heart captive from life to life, shall I see and
enjoy ?  Ah no, no, never.

Have I now lost that magic charm which allured
you once to run after me day in and day out. Have
I now forsaken that silver garland of songs and tunes whose
eternal smell once made you mad to place your golden cage
in the trodden dust of my land and that one....

You know very well O Stealer of my beauty, that when
you first separated me from my friends and put me in this
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cage, how I wept, how I sighed and sobbed, how I entreated
and begged and fluttered my wings to see myself free
once again in the dark thin shades of trees? But in
vain, in vain, you laughed and with deceiving kisses and
caresses implored me to stay,to stay for ever on the
false oaths of love and affection. I peer into darkness
now to touch once more the silken fringe of those oaths.
But where are they, ah, where are they vanished now ¢

So ¢Life remembers and Time forgets’. I too forgot
the gifts of past and stealthily stole out of the hushed
land of smothered memory to this land of false and
flattered love. And now when 1 contended myself to feel
at home in this cage, you wish me to exile even from
this forced abode. O the ravisher of my freedom ! Now
my life 1s dead, my songs are mute, my meadows are
barren, my spring is autumn and I myself am the dead-
liest foe of mine beyond the bars of this cage. For so
old in age has grown the solitude of my slavery that now for
me the slavery is lifc and freedom death, slavery is life and
freedom death, Ah, only slavery is life and everything
else is death.

[ 14]

The Trial

On the days’ end when commenced proceedings of
the Supreme Court, the Chicf Prosecutor unfolding the
scroll of allegations before the President of the Immortals
and pointing towards a man loudly proclaimed :

““That man; My Lord! who stands in tattered
finery in the forefront row of culprits with head help up
high and pale wrinkled face is the chief accused of the
day. He has committed, besides many other, such a
great crime against the law of this court that none could
dare till today.
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He was born a poet and was the master of the in-
numerable vast treasures of the Universe. All the secrets
of Nature were open to him. He had everlasting store
of stars, dreams, sighs, songs, cadence, refrains, music,
art in the hut of his fancy. Yet he sold all his art,
all his poetry, all his literature, all his prestige and
honour for a few pieces of gold. I, therefore, impeach
him in the name of literature of all the ages, I impeach
him in the name of poets and poetry of all the races.
Iimpeach him in the name of Nature, in the name of
Art, in the name of Becauty, in the name of Love, in
the name of this great court of Justice whose faith he
has betrayed for nothing and lastly in the name of man-
kind, in the name of his own sweet name and in the name
of his motherland whose graceful mortality he has
disgraced by his immortal fame.

For a moment there was lull in the assembly when
breaking the silenee of the court the judge murmured on
his seat, ‘Was it so’?

“‘Yes Your honour’—slowly said the poct.

‘Have you to say anything in defence ? questioned
the judge again. ‘

‘A word My Lord’—was poect’s reply and then moving
proudly the poet reached the dock and began:

“Truly My Lord! I was born a poet and owned
the kingdom of this great colourful vast. Sky was my
father, earth was my mother, Horizen was my home,
beauty was my existence, love was my life, poetry was
my caste, art was my rcligion, fancy was my beloved tears,
were my songs and songs were my messangers.

“Experience was my school, sorrow was my teacher,
affliction was my lesson and bercavement my test.

“Always night used to swim in the ocean of my eyes like
a teardrop, always dreams played hide-and-seek in my heart,
always stars danced on the petals of my eyes and always
moon smiled on my silence.
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“Clouds brought for me the message of some unknown
land, Oceans surged in me the tide of ineffable pathos, the
waves carried for me the sentiments of fathomless abyss, the
storms showed me the anger of my God and lightnings the
flash of His curved royal sword.

“The astounding peaks told me the story of heaven, the
tiny currents and fountains sang for me the songs of
snowy hills, the South winds whispered in my ears the sccret
of unexpressed love and the bird on wing and the long aslant
stretched shadows of trees filled me with sighg of pain.

“I dwelt in heaven, I played with stars, I walked on
milky-way but alas my feet rested on the dust, Man was my
name, bread was my defination, empty was my belley and
born I was in India, the country of fools, where people
worship the literature but do nct live it.

“And yesterday when there was burning heat of hunger
inme I begged every subject of my empirc to apease it
but none could. I searched every corner of my kingdom but

in vain. And alas then I turned to the market-place where
trade of gold and silver was at its extreme. There I
found bread, the portrait of my existence. And I had to
but sell myself for a few pieces cf gold to purchasc it.
That’s my story and explanation, give your due considera-
tion to it my God of Justice.”

The judge listened motionless and when the poct
finished he commented. ‘You have in every way pleaded
not guilty but partly you have been successful and not in
full, I therefore, acquit you with this remark—that you
will love he will hate you, to whom you will kneel, he
will kick you, to whom you will wed your faith, he will
deceive you. You will weep, always weep not in tears,
but in songs, you will talk not in presence but in silence,
you will live when the world has gone’.

The assembly then adjourned sine die and poet moved
back saying—¢“Accepted, Accepted, All accepted.—”’



Pran-geet [ 28

L15]

When I come to you I wish to speak a thousand thing
but utter not a word and silently lower my eyes in simple
fear that before the strange and strong assembly of
thoughts in the court of my heart, my tongue might
tremble, my lips might falter and I may not say what
I wish to say and that you may misunderstand me.

When you come to me in the early adolescence of your
beauty, concealing thousand cups of fresh wind in your
soft dark eyes, with a rosy blush on your untouched
cheeks and the scented shade of boisterous blooming spring
under your light Dblue apprael, I quietly avoid your
tender looks, lest your virgin nearness to me, the spoused
loneliness of my house, your frail alluring arms and the
nectar of your lips, may force me to hug you hard and kiss
your lips and you may take it ill.

When you ask me to sing I immediately follow your
words but break the melody in the middle, before the song
is actually over, simply because you may not know how I
conclude it. Parhaps it will pain you My Love ?

[ 16 ]
1 Shall Have To Go

Yesterday when I received the call from the yonder land,
I asked you severally Soul of my Soul ? “should I go””? but
you with your usual acquiescence neither said ¢Yes” nor
“No”?; but why I donot know, and, think I shall have
to go.

When the golden day-bird flying and flying towards the
west folds its weary wings up on the topmost peak of the
village hill and the first ray of the moon peeps through the
hushed shadows of the forests, the bullock bells ring near the
outer skirts of the village, the tired sun comes to the flower
queen and in a mild trembling tone begs of leave imprinting
a kiss upon her lips. The flower-queen with tear-washed
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voice says, begnot leave so early my Love ? the dreams of my
heart still linger like tears in my eyes, my beauty is yet only
half-unfolded and I have yet not known the pleasure of life.
Beg not leave my dream of youth? and stay till I am full.
At this the sun, apace on its path, calling back the rays and
glory of the day, speaks. ‘“The time of my play is over and
the time for the moon and night-flower comes, I wish not go
but helpless am I, my Heart? for the stage is one the actors
two each allotted with different roles, and the cruel time has
already set a limit to our end, hence to vacate this stage for
the moon I shall have to go, I shall have to go.

When the day wanes, the brightness of the day is repla-
ced by darkness. The moon by and by swims through the
endless blue. The night flower seeing her lover coming with
a dream in his eyes, dresses herself in the best of her heautv
braids her hair, pins them with yellow rays, drapes her night
bed with silver and sprinkles on it the sweet scent of saffrons
and pouring in dark eyes the wine of youth awaits the arri-
val of the nightlord. The night lord comes and whole night
plunders in abundance the beauty and wine of Kumudini,
the whole world is plunged in a perpetual silence, the air
stirs not, the leaves rustle not, the whole universe sleeps and
only love awakes under the thin shadow of the garden trees.
But till the meeting of the Moon and Kumud 1ipens into a
union, and love gets its final shape, the dawn uninvited steals
into the room of romance. As soon as the moon feels the
first grey of morning, he rises up and begs leave of the night
queen. The night queen, with entreating arms implores the
moon to stay. But the fading moon collecting its dying
beams says, “O my Heart? I cannot stay, for my time is
over, aud the time for the sun comes. Hence to make room
for him in this garden of romance I shall have to go.”

One day smiles spring in the garden of the world, the
naked trees are covered with redder leaves, thc parched
earth is shrouded on all sides by young green grass. the pale
gardens give birth to variety of flowers and the whole world
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begins to sing but till the beauty of the earth is wedded to
immortality, the ‘spring begs the universe of leave, and the
whole beauty of Nature vanishes like a dream in the morn-
ing. The flowers with their dust-stained petals cry, “O when
you had to rob the beauty of our dreams thus why :did you
at all dip us in the passionate scent,” the koyal, uncovering
its veil of silence and shyness weeps, ““O the song? of my
melody when you had only to make us weep in the last, why
did you at all give such a melody in my throat.”” But the
spring with a terrible smile remarks—the end of song is tears,
the aim of beauty is to fade away and the outcome of plea-
sure is pain and I had come to teach you but this much and
that I have done, now comes the Autumn who will show
vou all this in its fearful nakedness. Hence to bring
Autumn to island of flowers, I shall have to go.

The autumn comes and goes back unfolding before
the world the ghastly nudity of the earth, the hot summer
comes, and goes back adding something more to its fury.
And then comes the season of rains, and the clouds. The
panting earth gets a new life again and the whole universe
is turned green again. But till the thirst of the earth is com-
pletely quenched prepares the cloud for its journey back, the
thirsty earth cries, “O my life, by pouring a few drops
in my throat you have increased my thirst more and if you
now wish to go do quench it.”” But the cloud darting stones
and lighting shafts upon the earth cries in thunder, “Only
to increase your thirst I shall have to go.”

What then My love? I too shall have to go without
getting your permission and against my will, Yes, I shall have
to go, for the time’s wild call is irresistible. There stands
somebody behind this vast darkness, waiting for the spot, I
now stand upon so to vacate this place for that unknown I
shall have to go. The revolving journey of earth-which has
brought us face to face, it is just possible, might itwself tear
us asunder and throw us at such a distance in between us
that even our shadows might not kiss. When today 1 beg
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leave of you from such a distance, I feel that my heart is
breaking openl my breast. What shall be the fate. My
darling when we shall be separated after our complete
union. O No. I tremble even at the fancy of that cruel
hour. Hence to keep the dream a drcam and illusion an
illusion, I shall have to go.

Even if I do not wish I shall have to go, for the cruel
time has no mercy upon our dreams. It crushes down under
its iron heels all our desires and dreams mercilessly. I per-
ceive that where I now stand I shall not be there after a
moment and I am -unconciously running towards some
unknown land. The every moment of our life and the
every speck of dust is dynamic and in fact in our journey of
life, it is not our foot, but the path that itself moves. And
to learn this new doctrine of life, I shall have to go.

Today when we depart, we should not weep my friend,
for the path before us is quite unknown and your tears will
only darken our eyes, So Let us smile and that ineffable
and immortal smile we should pour in the cups of our
life, that when we find ourselves on our known path abeted
by circumstances and faced by difficultics and darkness of
time and fate, we should seek our path in the light of these
smiles, Hurry up my fiiend for the time is come, my horse
stands saddled at the gate and somebody unknown is knock-
ing at the door. Hurry up for I shall have to go, I shall
have to go.
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