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REPORT.

THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the Growru
of Corron (India),—HAvE considered the Matters to them referred, and

have taken EvipENce thercupon, and have agreed to the following
REPORT :—

OUR Committece have made a careful inquiry into the important subject

referred to them, and have had before them many Witnesses, 15 of whom
have spoken from a personal knowledge of India; many of them have resided
for a long period in that country, and several of them have been in the service
of the East India Company, as Collectors of the Revenue, and in other
departments.

It docs not appear necessary in this Report to enter into a minute historical
account of the extent to which Cotton has been grown in India in past times,
or to trace in very exact detail the various measures by which the East India
Company have endeavoured to stimulate the production of this article. It may
be sufficient to state that over a great portion of India Cotton has for ages been
produced in large quantities, chiefly for the consumption of the Native population,
amongst whom it is used for a great variety of purposes to which it is probably
not applied in any other country. The internal consumption is, and has been,
for ages past, enormous, and, in addition to this, considerable quantities have for
many years been exported to China and England. It is even alleged by men
who have paid great attention to the subject, that India now yields a larger
annual crop of Cotton than is grown in the United States of America.

Your Committee are aware that there is a difference of opinion as to the
possibility of adding materially to the growth of Cotton in India, and still more
as to the power of sclling it in competition with the produce of America; but
the investigation which they have just concluded has led them to believe that
amongst those who during a long residence in India have made this interesting
question an object of minute and special inquiry, there exists a strong conviction
that the cultivation of this plant may be greatly extended, and its quality so much
improved as to enable it to stand a fair competition with that of the United States.
This is, at any rate, beyond dispute, that up to the present period the vast
resources of our Indian empire in this respect have not heen fully developed.

The East India Company were impressed with this opinion at an carly period,
and so far back as the year 1788, experiments were made under their direetion,
inquiries were instituted, reports were called for, and sced was distributed to the
Natives. In 1813, an American gentleman” was engaged to assist the eflorts of
the Indian Government, and American gins were procured to promote the better
cleaning of the Cotton.  Again, in 1818, 1831 and 1336, experiments were made,
and in 1840 a number of Amecricans, skilled in the cultivation of Cotton, were
sent out to India, and experimental farms were established in various portions of
the Company’s territories.  For 60 years past the Court of Directors have taken
an interest in this question; they have expended considerable sums in various
attempts to stimulate the growth of Cotton in the countries subjected to their
rule; and it is in evidence before Your Committee, from witnesses now in the
service of the Company, and speaking, as there is every reason to believe, their
gentiments, that the Court of Directors still adhere to the opinion that the
obstacles which are supposed hitherto to have retarded the extension of Cotton
cultivation in India may be overcome.

Before entering further into the eonsideration of this subject, it may be well to
obscrve, that the quality of the Cotton grown Dby the Native cultivators, rather
with a view to the large consumption of their own country than for a forcign
market, to which their attention has not hitherto been prineipally directed, is
greatly inferior to that of the Cotton of the United States.  On reference to the
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prices current appended to this Report, it will be seen that it has been unable
to compete with the American Cotton, anless it could be brought to market at
a comparatively lower price, to the extent of from 15 to 25 per cent.  This
inferiority is to be attributed as much to the ecircumstances under which it is
collected and cleaned, as to its inferiority of staple. Every step in the process
of gathering, cleaning, storing and transmitting to the port for shipment, i
marked with such striking negligence, that it is said to accumulate, from various
causes, as much short nap, dirt, leaves and seed as to amount to about one-fourth
of its weight; and the attention of the Fast Indin Company has been as much
directed to the improvement of the Native Cotton as to the introduction of new
varieties  They have continued to supply from America, and from other quarters,
Cotton-cleaning machines of the most approved deseription, and they have also
sent to the several Presidencies expericnced mechanies, furnished with all the
appliances which they might require to construct machines suited to the pecu-
liarities of the Indian-grown Cotton. The machines construeted by them have
been introduced among the cultivators in certain districts, in supersession, to some
extent, of the rude methods tormerly in use among them.

The results of the experiments made for the improvement of the cultivation
and cleaning of indigenous Cotron, and for the introduction of superior descerip-
tions from the United States and other Cotton- producing countries, may be thus
shortly stated.

First, it has been clearly established that not only does the American plant
grown in India produce a staple longer, and therefore better caleulated for the
European manufacturer, but that it can be grown on land of a poorer deseription
than the Native Cottun, and is therefore lml)lc to a lower rate of assessment;
that the produce per acre is considerably larger, and that the proportion of wool
to sced is greater.

In the Dengal Presidencey, and in the North-West Provinees, constituting the
Presidency of Agra, no success has hitherto been obtained in ecultivating the
American Cotton, and the improvements in eleaning the indigenous variety have
not led to any result of importance, ag the staple is so short as to render it little
suited to the ordinary wants of the English manufacturer.

In the great Cotton district of Broach, under the Bombay Presidency, it docs
not appear to Your Committee that much has been eftected beyond attaining a
greater degree of cleanness by means of the introduction of saw-gins.

The cultivation of American Cotton has been introduced with perfeet suceess
into the Southern Maliratta country, within the Bombay Presidency, and into the
Provinee of Coimbatore, within the Presideney of Madras.  The Cotton produced
from New Orleans sced, under the superintendence of Mr. Shaw, the Collector of
Dharwar, and Mr. Mercer, one of the American planters, has met with full appro-
bation from the manufacturers, and been pronounced to be equal to fair American.
The Natives have in this district readily entered on the cultivation of American
Cotton, to such an extent that in the last year 25,000 acres of land were sown
with New Orleans seed, and it has been stated to Your Committee that, had not
the season been unusually adverse, more than 60,000 acres would this year have
been similarly cultivated.

The Provinee of Coimbatore appears to be cven better suited, in soil and
climate, for the cultivation of New Orleans Cotton than the Southern Maliratta
country. That produced under the superintendence of Dr. Wight has heen pro-
nounced to be superior in quality to that grown in the Dharwar district, and as
there appears to be a vast extent of land fitted for its production, Your Com-
mittee entertain no doubt that a large supply of Cotton of a deseription suited
to the wants of the Eunglish manufacturers might be obtained from this portion
of our territory.

While the result of these experiments has satisfied Your Committee of the power
of India to supply this country with Cotton of a very improved quality, and to an
indefinite extent, they feel bound to state that they do not expect that by these
means alone its cultivation will be greatly extended or its quality improved.
They do not find that the nnprmcd methods of cleaning have been largely
adopted by the Natives, nor, with some exception in the provinee of Dlmr\\ar,

have



ON THE GROWTH OF COTTON IN INDIA. v

have the improved qualities been introduced to such an extent as to form a part
of the ordinary cultivation of the land, execept in cases where the stimulus of a
Government demand has been afforded. 1t is stated, that in addition to pre-
judices to be overcome, and the want of capital on the part of the cultivator,
the progress of improvement labours under a peculiar difficulty, owing to the
absence of a steady demand in the district ; that the American Cotton is not so
well suited to the habits of the Native manufacturer as the indigenous kind ; and
that the great fluctuations in the demand for Cotton for cxportation operate as
a discouragement to the introduction of a variety chiefly adapted to a foreign and
distant market.  On the whole, Your Committee see reason to apprehend that if
the exertions of the Government were relaxed, th~ cultivation might return to its
old course ; unless this subject were taken up by men of capital and enterprise,
or some other means adopted to supply that stimulus to exertion and improve-
ment which is now afforded by the Government.

It has been urged upon the attention of the Committee by those who have
taken a part in promoting these experiments, that the capability of India for the
growth of Cotton of improved qualities having been established, the one thing
remaining to be effected to complete the results of these experiments, is for
European capitalists to place themselves in direet communication with the culti-
vators of the soil, and by the system of advances so largely followed in other
patts of India, in regard to the productions of the country, to engage the cultivators
to adopt the improved varieties, as well as to remedy those great deficiencies in
gathering, cleaning, &e., to which so much of the inferiority of the Native Cotton
is attributable; and it is urged as an additional reason for adopting this course,
that a great saving would be made in the cost of the article, owing to the
numerous hands through which it has at present to pass.

Your Committee are disposed thus far to econcur in these views, that it is
chiefly, if not solely, to British eapital and intelligence applied to this subject that
they look to any permanent improvement in quality or increase of production, as
it is clearly owing to such means that the improvement of other important articles
of the Indian soil has been advanced.

Your Committee, however, are slow to Dbelieve that there exists any
apathy or unwillingness on the part of English capitalists to apply them-
selves to this or any ficld of employment from which valuable resalts are
to be obtained.  They feel that in this and in other matters they will decide
for themselves the time and mode of remedying the evil.  They econceived
that their inquiries should be rather direeted to ascertain whether, with the
strong evidence Dbefore them of the great capabilities of India for the pro-
duction of Cotton, and with the power of improvement which the agriculture
of India has exhibited in many other articles of production and export, there is any
foundation for the allegations of those who have attiibuted the existence of the
stationary state of the Cotton cultivation to any obstacles which have retarded the
progress of improvement on the part of the native cultivator or of the application
of British capital to the land.

The very low and abject condition of the cultivators of the soil, the absence
of capital, and the extent of the Govermment demand for rent or revenue,
circumstances which were brought prominently under our notice, rendered it
nceessary for Your Committee to enter at considerable length into an inquiry
into the system of land assessment, and to take the evidence of several oflicers of
the Indian Government on the subjecet 5 and although their inguiry was necessarily
general, and they would feel great hesitation in speaking confidently on several
points of great intricacy and difficulty connected with this subject, yet the ques-
tion was so important in its bearing on agricultural improvement, that they would
especially recommend the evidence upon it to the attention of the House, and
would briefly advert to the state of things which it discloses.

It appears from the testimony of almost every witness, that the condition of the
cultivating population of India is one of extreme poverty ; and this is stated to he
the case in every part of the country, to which the evidence with regard to Cotton
cultivation specially refers.

This observation applies to the Western and Southern Provinees of India, in-
cluding the Presidency of Bombay and portions of Madras, regarding which the
ARE a3 ]\'no“lwlgc
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knowledge of the witnesses examined is much more definito and extensive than of
the Pr cwlcncy of Bengal, which latter yields but a very trifling supply of Cotton
for cxportation in comparison with the other parts of India. Whether under
the ryotwarry system in Madras, or under the village system which prevails exten-
sively in the West, the great mass of the cultivators are almost wholly without
capital, or any of thosc means which capital alone can furnish by which industry
may he improved and extended. They are in reality a class of cultivators in the
most abject condition. ‘They are indebted to the money-lender or banker of the
village for the means wherewith to procure the sced, and to carry on even the most
imperfect cultivation.  They give him sceurity for his loans on the growing erops,
which at maturity they frequently dispose of to him at prices regulated rather by
his will than by the standard of an open market.

It is asserted that the rate of interest paid by these unfortunate ryots is often
40 or 50 per cent., and instances have been adduced in which even a muceh higher
rate than this has been charged, so entirely is the eultivator in the hands of the
moncy-lender.  The assistance which the former deriveswhilst it hecomes a fetter
from which it is almost impossible to escape, is at the same time the only means
available to him for the cultivation of his land.

The question as to the degree in which this depressed condition of the cultiva-
tor is attributable to the Government demand, which, in many districts, as appears
distinctly from the evidence, absorbs the whole rent of the land, opened a ficld of
inquiry which has been frequently contested by persons of great experience in former
times, and at the present day.

On the one hand, it is contended that as rent is the inseparable adjunet of high
cultivation in a thickly populated country, so long as the Govermment demand is
limited to that rent which the land under ordinary eircumstances may be able to
pay, no depressing result can cnsue on the cultivation of the soil ; and it is stated
that the condition of the cultivator in the South of Indix is not inferior to that of
the same class where an intermediate body of proprictors exists. It is further
contended that this system is conscerated by the custom of Tudia, and supported
by the soundest views of publie policy, inasmuel as it enables the Government to
defray from a fund, which, if not appropriated by them, would maintain a class of
proprictors, those heavy expenses of Government and dctcuce, which would other-
wise have to be borne by the community at large. It is alleged that although
irregularities and inequalitics prevail in the attempt to realize this large amount,
yet they are suseeptible of amendment,—that the attention of the Government, is
constantly direeted to this end,—that surveys and new assessments have been earried
onand are now in progress in many districts in the South of India, for the purposo
of introducing a fair and cquable assessment, and that nothing further is to ho
desired than the speedy fulfilment of the intentions of the Government, in this
respecet.

On the other hand, it is contended that however sound in theory may he the
principle, that the payment of rent to a Government, instead of a landlord, eannot
be regarded as any impwlim(‘nt to the caltivation of the soil 5 yet to the attempt
to realize this in pmctlcv is attributable the low state of th(, cultivation, and tho
absence of agricultural improvement, which prevails in India.  However desirous
the Government may be to confine their demand to that amount of rent which the
land may be expected to bear, yet the task thrown upon the local collectors,
especially in those districts wlu,rc annual scttlements prevail, has heen more t]mn
the utmost intelligence or industry can fulfil. It is stated that the districts under
the charge of single officers are often of great extent, containing a large popula-
tion, principally of the class of cultivators; that \\Jtll a great portion of these :
reparate arrangement has to be made every year; that the (mvermucnt demand is
not scttled by the collector and his officers until the state of the erops enables
him to estimate the amount which the cultivators may be able to pay; and that
the result of the system is to place the prosperity of the distriet very much at
the merey of a host of subordinate officers, over whom the English Superintendent
can, at hest, exereise an imperfeet control.  Henee it is argued that the systein
demands the greatest care and intelligence on the part of the collector, and that
the eftect of lns nnprudcnt zeal, or nv«rlmt or want of capacity, may not merely
occasion those minor inequalities whic h are admitted to prevail, but graver errors
which have affeeted the prosperity of villages, and even of entire dlatucts, and

that
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that the whole system is depressing, if not destructive, to any spirit of improve-
ment on the part of the agricultural population, and discouraging to the invest-
ment in land, on the part of English capitalists, and even to those advances
to cultivators by men of capital, by which very important articles of export from
Beugal and the North of India have been supplicd and improved. It is finally
contended that the first condition of any improvement is to fix the Government
demand at such a point below the ordinary rent, that between the Government
and the actual cultivator there may grow up a class of employers or capitalists hy
whom those duties may be performed, and that assistance rendered to the popula-
tion which it is not within the province or the powers of a Government to under-
take or fulfil.

The limited nature of Your Committee’s inquiry, which rendered it impossible
to institute a full comparison between the condition of the cultivator in the South
of India and those provinces where a system of more moderate assessment has
prevailed, on which so much of the controversy turns, renders it impossible for
Your Committec to pronounce a confident conclusion as to the degree of weight
that is to be attached to cither of these representations.  But they cannot leave
the subjeet without stating, that as the existence of great inequality and uncer-
tainty, and of frequent over-assessment, is admitted by oflicers of experience,
whose cvidenee has been given, the interest of Government and the prosperity
of the agricultural population will be found in such moderation in the Goven-
ment demand as may sccure to the occupant an ample remuneration for his in-
dustry, and cncourage the outlay of capital, whether on the part of a cultivator
holding directly from Government, or enjoying a more permanent tenure; and
they consider that nothing further requires to be effected in this respeet than
the practical enforcement throughout India of the prineiples laid down in the
following despatch from the Court of Directors to the Government of India, of
12th April 1837, which will be found at No. 611 of our Evidence.

“ Tt is imperative on us not only to watch narrowly the interests of the Native
“ population, but to use every means and embrace every opportunity of improving
“those interests, and ameliorating the general condition of the people.  European
“enterprise and Furopean capital are ever ready to sccure the advantages which
“any change in state policy, commercial or financial, may scem to hold out 5 and
“this it is not our desire to cheek. At the same time, it behoves us to be some-
“ thing more than quiescent with regard to our Native subjects, who, having the skill
“and industry, may want the enterprise and capital of the Europeans, and occasion-
“ally to lead and assist them in the line of improvement. This we consider to
“Dbe the true policy of a liberal Government, ruling over a people not possessing
“the knowledge or means of developing all the resources of their native land.
“ No better means of seeuring this good object can be pointed out than the adop-
“tion of such a mode of assessment as shall leave the cultivator in possession of
“an ample and cencouraging remuneration for the exercise of his industry in the
“growth of articles adapted to the demands of the home market.  The policy of
“long leases and moderate assessments is therefore not only recommended by
‘“ general principle and general experience, but is enforced by the peculiar cir-
“ cumstances of the time.”

Thesc two principles, of moderation in the Government demand, and certainty
as to the amount and tenure, appear to Your Committee to constitute the hasis
of any sound scttlement of the assessment of land in India; and they have learnt
with satisfaction that under the revision of the assessment by survey and measure-
ment, whick has been carried out in part of the territory under the Bombay Presi-
dency, the principle has been adopted, which was also pursued uwunder the Agra
Presidency, of confirming the rates fixed for a period of 30 ycars. 'They under-
stand that it is proposed to extend the same measure to the whole of the Bombay
Presidency as rapidly as the necessary ageney can be procured.

It is under the Presidency of Madras that the system of annual scttlement of
the assessment generally prevails.  The rates are indecd fixed and permanent, but
they bave to be applied annually to the varying circumstances of the lands under
cultivation, and abatements are allowed on account of destruction of crops hy
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drought or inundation, or other causes; and in fact it is not till the end of
the agricultural ycar that the cultivator can know the precise sum which hLe
may have to pay as revenue to the Government. It is alleged that physical
difficultics oppose themselves to the adoption of any fixed average amount
which the cultivators should be called upon year by year to pay, owing to
the great fluctuations in the amount and value of the produce, which render
the anunal scttlement a sateguard rather than an injury to the cultivating popu-
lation.  Your Committee are not prepared to state how far it is possible to
give greater (~(‘1tm|1ty to the system; but strong evidence having been adduced
of the uncertainty of the position of the cultivator where this system prevails,
they feel hound to express their opinion, that where physical obstacles do not
exist, it is most desirable tiat the system which has been adopted in the Agra
and Bombay Presidencies, of fixing the Government demand for periods of con-
siderable duration, should be extended to the South of India.

Before quitting this subjeet of the land revenue, Your Committee feel bound ta
notice the removal of oace evil which formerly acted most injuriously on the
cuitivation of Cotton, as well as of other valuable productions of the soil. They
understand that it was formerly the practice to assess the land according to the
nature of the produce; a much Jarger amount being demanded when the more
valuable articles, such as sugar, betel, &e., were cultivated, than when the Jand
was under ordinary grain crops. It is obvious that such a system must have had a
powerful tendeney to cheek the production of the more valuable articles of produce,
and to confine the cultivators to the ordinary erops which were subjected to the
lower rate of assessment.

Your Committee learn, however, that this system has been altogether aban-
doned, and that the prineiple which has of Jate years heen mnst‘mtly enjoined,
and is now universally acted on, is that of fixing the assessment, not upon the
actual produee, but with reference to the ]n'mhutm,- power or capability of the
land, or, in other words, with reterence to the rent which, wader ordinary eir-
cumstances, the e ativator would he able to pay, leavmg him at perfeet liberty to
produce whatever articles he may find most profitable.

Your Committee have likewise satisfaction in learning that the impediments
which the extensive system of Inland Customs and Transit Duties which formerly
prevailed, and constituted a most serious bar to the internal traftic of the country
especi ially in the Presideney of Madras, have been completely removed, and ike-
wise that, by a notification issued by the Governor-General i Council, under
the Order of the Court of Dircetors, hearing date the 31st December 1847,
the export duty on Cotton has also been abolished.

The want of snitable means of internal communication has heen prominently
brought under Yonr Committee’s notice hy almost every witness that has been
examined, as one of the principal obstacles to the trade in Cotton which it is
within the power and provinee of a Government to redress; and they are of
opinion that the representations which have been made to them on this head
demand the carnest attention of the Indian Government.

With scarcely an exeeption they concur in deseribing the means of internal
communication throughout India as totally inadequate for the requirements of
commeree ; and v»hom roads are formed, great impediments to the communication
still exist, from the almost entire absence of bridges.

The consequence of this deficieney is severcly felt, and traflic is conducted at
an cnormous cost of money, labonr and time. — Produce from the interior heing
frequently - transported hundreds of miles on the backs of bullocks, great damage
thereby arises to merchandise, and particularly to Cotton from exposure to wet,
and from accidents and delays; and it not unfrequently happens that the rains
coming on hefors the tedious journcy to the coast can be completed, delay the
transmission of the produce to this country to the following season,

Your
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Your Committee would earnestly direet the attention of the ITouse to the
valuable evidence of Mr. Mangles, a Member of this House, and onc of the
Dircctors of the Kast India Company, especially to that portion of it showing
how little has been hitherto done as regards the improvement of internal com-
munication, and the neeessity for greater attention to this important subject.

They are not insensible to the considerations which may have led the East
India Company, with a revenue scarcely sufficient to meet the demands upon it,
to refrain from sanctioning a large expenditure upon roads and other public
works ; but they are at the same time convineed that a more enlightened view
of their own interests, even as respeets financial considerations and of those of
the vast territory committed to their charge, would bave induced them to return
to the people, in the form of improved means of communication, a much larger
portion of the revenue derived from them than, as appears to Your Committee,
they have hitherto done.

Your Committee would strongly impress upon the authorities to whom the
administration of British India is confided the propricty of losing no time in
remedying past negleet on this point.

A suggestion has heen made, the merits of which can hest be determined by
the local ulllmntws, that it might be expedient, if the ordinary revenue should
prove insuflicient for the purpose, to repay the necessary outlay by levying tolls on
such new roads as may be constructed.

It lias been stated to Your Committee, that such a plan, though at present
scarcely in use in India, is not only practicable, but in aceordance with the an-
cient usages of the people.

Your Committee would offer no objection to sueh a proposal, provided the
ordinary revenues of the Government are found really ]l).’l(](‘(]ll.lf(" hut, looking
to the ]»uuh.u nature of these revenues, they are qtmnu]v of opinion that thcy
could not be applied more in aceordance with the (llltl(‘h of a Government con-
stituted as is that of India, or with more vegard to its interests and those of the
inhabitants committed to its charge, than l)y opening out free lines of communi-
cation hetween the fertile distriets of the interior and the ports,

In conmexion with this branch of the inquiry, Your Committee have had
before them the question of the possibility of introcucing railways into India; and
the witnesses they have examined are not more unanimous in their deseription
of the lamentable absence of the means of communication which now prevails,
than they are in urging the neeessity for the formation of railways from the great
centres of export and import into the interior of the country.

It is impossible to urge too strongly upon all those who are in any way respon-
sible for the man: wcmvnt of Indian aflairs the necessity of spccml and carly
attention heing ducd( d to this important subject.

In reviewing the whole of the case submitted to them, Your Committee have
much pleasure in expressing their entire disbeliet in the existenee of any insu-
perable obstacles to improvement in the character and habits of the Native popu-
Intion. It may be granted, that the Natives are not so readily indueed to change
their customs, and to adopt new mades of cultivation and artizanship, as are the
people of some other countries 5 and there is evidenee to show that many of them
are improvident, and frequently encumber themselves with debt by extravagant
expenditure at their marriages, and on other oceasions, or in the performance of
ceremonies conneeted with their religion ; hut, on the other hand, it is established
by much concurrent testimony, that where there s a fair promise of a suceessful
result, and where security of reward is offered to them, the Natives of India will
exert themselves even to the abandonment of customs to which they are greatly
attached.  Some striking cvidenee has heen adduced to show the aptness of the
Native population to lmrn the trades practised by Europeans; and it is hardly
neeessary to refer to the fact, that many oftices of responsibility under the Go-
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vernment are now filled by Natives, and that, in the commereial cities of India,
many mercantile firms arc composed in part or altogether of Natives of the

country.

In dismissing this subject, Your Committee have much pleasure in expressing
their opinion, that under the continued encouragement now afforded by the Go-
vernment of [ndia, and Dy taking full advantage of all the resources which are still
within reach, there may eventually be opened to the manufacturers of this country
a large and regular supply of Cotton of a quality largely consumed by the British
manufacturer, which will, by giving them additional sources of supply, render them
more independent of the failure of crops, and thus have the double cffect of
equalizing the price of the raw material, and of lessening those fluctuations in the
market which have occurred for some years past, and which have acted so inju-
riously on the energies of our manufacturing population.

17 July 1848.

PROCEEDINGS
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PROCELDINGS OIF THE COMMITTEE.

Martis, 21° die Februarii, 1813.

PRESENT:

Mr. Bright.

Lord Jocelyn.

Mr. Wilson Patten.
Lord Mahon.

Sir James Hogg.
Mr. Lewis.

Mr. Villiers.

Sir Edward Colebirooke,
Mr. Mowatt.

M. Thompson.

Mr. J. B. Suuth

Mr. Plowden.

Mr. Bolling.

Motion made, “ That Mr. Bright do take the Chair.”
Agreed to, nem. con.

[Adjourned to Tuesday, the 20th nst., at 12 o’cloch.

Martis, 29° die Februari, 1848.

Present:
Mr. Bricur, mn the Charr.

Lord Mahon.

Mr. M‘Gregor.
M. J. B. Snuth.
My, Mowatt.

Mr. Villiers.

Sir 5. Colebrooke.

Sir James [logg.
Mr. Bolling.

Mr. Wilcon Patten.
Mr, Gi. Thompson.
Lord Jocelyn.

Mr. Lewis.

Mr. Plowden.

Mr. Prideaux called i, and Examined,

Dr. Royle called in, and Lxannned.

Ordered,-—That Mr. Turner and Mr. Bazley do attend this Committee on Friday noxt
at Twelve o’clock.

[Adjourned to Friday, the 3d of March, at 12 o’clock

Venerts, 3° die Martir, 1318.

Priseyr:
Mr. Bricur, m the Chan.

M. Wilzon Patten. Mi. Bollmy.

SuJames Hoog,
M. J. B. Sunth,
Mt G. Thompson.
Mr. Plowden.

Dr. Royle called m, and Examnied.

Mr. Prideaux called i, and Examined.

Room cleated.

My, Lewis

Lord Jocelyn.

Sir Edward Colebrooke
Lord Mahon,

Comnuttee dehberated as to the order of 1eceving evidence,

51,

C

Resolved,
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Resolved, That Mr. Buzley be first examined.

Mr. Bazley called m, and Examined.

Dr. Royle called m, and Re-examined.

M. Zurner called in, and Examined.

Ordered,—That Mr. James Petrie and Mr. William Crawfurd do attend this Committee
on Thursday next at Twelve o'clock.

Ordered,—That Major-geneial Briggs do attend this Committee on Friday next, the 10th
mstant, at Twelve o’clock.

[Adjourned to Thursday, the 9th inst., at 12 o’clock.

Jovis, O° die Martit, 1843.

PRESENT :
Mr. Brigut, 1n the Charr.
Sir James Hogg, Mr. Lewis.
Mr. Plowden. Mr. Mowatt.
Mr. . Thompson. Sir Edward Colebrooke.
Mr. Bolling. Lord Mahon.

Mr. Crawfurd called in, and Examned ; delivered ma Paper,

To be printed.
[Adjourned to Friday, at 12 o’clock.

Veneris, 10° die Martu, 1848.

————e

Presexr:
Mi. Bricur, in the Chan.

Sir James Hogg. Mr. Plowden.
Mr. Bollmg. Mr. Lewis.

Mr. Wilson Patten. Mr. Villiers.
Mr. G. Thompson. Lord Mahon.
Sir Edward Colebrooke Mr. J. B. Smith.

General Briggs called m, and Exammed.
Ordered,~That Mr. Petric and Mr. Williamson do attend this Committee on Tuesday
next.
[Adjourned to Tuesday, March 14, at 12 o’clock.

Muartis, 14° die Martii, 1848,

Present:
Mr. Brigur, in the Chaur.
Sir Jumes Hogg. Lord Mahon.
Mzr. G Thompson. \ Mr. Lews.
Sir Edward Colebrooke. | Mr. Plowden.
Mr. Wilson Patten. | Mr. J. B. Snuth.
Mr. Villiers. " Mr. Bolling.

Mr. Walliamson called 1n, and Exammed.
Ordered,—That Mr. G. Giberne do attend this Commuttee on Fiiday next, at Twelve

o'clock.
[Adjourncd to Friday, 17th March, at 12 o’clock.

Veneris,
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Veneris, 17° die Martu, 1848.

PrEsenT :

Mr. Bricur, in the Chair,

Sir James Ilogg. Mr. Bolling.

Mr. G. Thompson. Mr. Mowatt.

Mr. Plowden, Mr. J. B. Smith.

Mr. Wilson Patten, Sir Edward Colebrooke.
Mr. Lewis. Lord Mahon.

Major-general Briggs called in, and Examined.
Mr. Petrie called in, and Examined.
Mr. Giberne called in, and Examined.

Ordered,—That Mr. Brown do attend this Committee on Monday next.

[Adjourncd to Monday, 20th March, at 12 o'clock.

Lune, 20° die Martii, 1848,

PRresenT:
Mr. Brigur, in the Chair.
Lord Mahon, Mr. Wilson Patten.
Sir James Hogg. Mr. Mowatt.
Mur. J. B. Smith. Mpr, Plowden.
Mr. G. Thowpson. Mr. Bolling.

Mr. Giberne called in, and Examined.

[Adjourned to Friday next, at 12 o’clock.

Veneris, 24° die Martii, 1848.

PRESENT:
Mr. Brigur, in the Chair.

Mr. G. Thompson. Sir Edward Colebrooke.
Lord Mahon. Mr. Wilson Patten.
Lord Jocelyn. M. Villiers.

Mr. Plowden. Mr. Mowatt.

Sir James Hogg.

Mr. Crawford called in, and Examined.
Mr. Brown called in, and Examined.

[Adjourned to Tuesday next,at 12 o’clock.

511. c2

Martis,
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Martis, 28° dic Martui, 1848.

Present:
Mr. Bricur, in the Chair.

Mr. G. Thompson. Mr. Mowatt.

Mr. Wilson Patten. Sir Edward Colebrooke.
Mr. Bolling. Sir James Hogg.

Mr. J. B. Smth. Lord Jocelyn.

Mr. Plowden. Mi. M‘Gregor.

Lord Mahon. Mr. Lews.

Mr. Villiers.

M. Brown called 1, and Examued.
[Adjourned to Friday, at 12 o’clock.

Peneris, 31° die Muartii, 1848.

PRrESENT :

Mr. Brrcnr, in the Char.

Mr. Gi. Thompson. Mr. M‘Giegor.
Mr. J. B. Smith. Mr. Plowden.
Sir James Hogg. Mr. Villiers.
Mr. Wilson Patten. Lord Mahon.
Sir dward Colebrooke. Mr. Mowatt.
Mr. Lewis. Lord Jocelyn.
Mr. Bolling.

Mr. Mangles, m.r., Exammed.
[Adjournced to Monday, the 3d of Apnl, at 12 o’clock.

Lune, 3° die Aprilis, 1848.

PRriESENT @

M:. Bricur, in the Char.
Mr. G. Thompson. Mr. Plowden.
M. Vilhers. M. Bolling,
Mr. Lews. Sie James Hogg.
Mr. J. B. Smith. Lotd Mahon.

Mr. Mangles,m.p., Examimed.
Mr. Shaw culled in, and Exammed.
Ordered,—That Mr. Chapman do attend this Commuttee on Thursday next, at 12 o’clock.

[Adjourned to Thursday, Apul 6th, at 12 o’clock.

Jouis, 6° dic Aprilis, 1848.

Prusenr:
Mr. Bricur, in the Chair,
Lord Mahon. Mr. J. B. Sumth.
Mr. Wilson Patten. Mr. Bolling.
Mr. Lews. Mr. Mowatt.
S BEdward Colebrooke. Mr. Plowden.

Mr. Prideans called m, and Exammed.
Mr. Chapman called m, and Exammed.

Mr. Crawford called in, and Examined.
Ordered,--That Mr. Clementson and Mr. Blaine and Mr. Brown do attend this Com-

mittee on Tuesday next.
[ Adjourned to Tuesday, the 11th April, at 12 o'clock.

Martis,
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Martis, 11° die Aprilis, 1848.

Present:

Mr. Bright Mr. Wilson Patten,
Sir James Hogg. Mr. Plowden.

A quorum not being present.
[The Comnmiittee adjourned to Friday, at 12 o’clock.

Veneris, 14" die dprilis, 1848.

Puresent
Mr. Bricur, in the Charr.

Mr. Lewis. Mr. GG. Thompson.
Sir James Ilogg. Lord Mahon.

Mr. Blaine called in, and Examined.

Ordered,—That Mr. Lang do attend this Committce on Tuesday next the 18th Apul,
at 12 o’clock.

[Adjourncd to Tuesday, at 12 o’clock.

Muartis, 18° die Aprilis, 1848.

Present:

Mr. Brigur, n the Chair.

Sie James Hogo, Lord Mahon.
Sir Edward Colebrooke. Mr. Lewss.

Mr. Chapman called in, and Examined.
Mr. Lang called in, and Examined.

Ordered,—That John Sullivan, Esq., doattend this Committee on Fiiday the 5th of May,
at 12 o’clock.
[Adjourned to Friday, May 5th, at 12 o’clock.

Veneris, 5° die Mau, 1848.

PreseNT:

Mvr. Brigur, in the Chair.

Mr. G. Thompson. Lord Mahon.
Sir James Hogg. Mr. Plowden.
Mr. Wilson Patten. Mr. Lewts.

Mr. Bolling. Mr. J. B. Snuth.
Lord Jocelyn.

Mr., Clementson called in, and Examined.
Mr. Sullivan called in, and Examined.

Ordered,—That Captain Reynolds and Mr. Marriott do attend tlis Committee on
Tuesday next.
[Adjourned to Tuesday, the 9th May, al 12 o’clock.

SUR ¢ 3 Martis,
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Martis, 9° die Mazi, 1848.

PresenT:
Mr. Bricur, in the Charr.
Mr. Wilson Patten. Lord Mahon.
Sir James Hogg. . Mr. Lews.
Mr. Plowden. Mr. Mowatt.

Mr. . Thompson.
Mr. Marriott called in, and Examined.

Captain Reynolds called n, and Examined.
[Adjourned to Monday, at Two o’clock.

Lune, 15° die Maii, 1848.

PrEsENT :

Mr. Brieur, in the Chan.

Lord Jocelyn. Mr. Bolling.
Mr. G. Thompson, Mr. Plowden.
Mr. Wilson Patten. Lord Mahon.
Sir James Hogo. Mr. Lews.
Mr. J. B. Smith. Mr. Mowatt.

Sir E. Colebrooke.
Mr. Brown called m, and Examined.
Room cleared.

The Commuttee deliberated as to thewr Report.
[Adjoumed to Monday, June 5th.

Lune, 5° dic Junii, 1848,

Committee further adjourncd to Monday, the 19th of June, at Two o’clock.

Luna, 19° dic Junir, 1848,

Presint -
Mr. BriguT, m the Char,

Mr. Plowden. Mr. Mowatt.
Mr. Lewis. Lord Mahon.

Sir E. Colebrooke.
The Committee proceeded to consider their Report.
Draft Report read by the Chairman.

Ordered to be printed.
[Adjourned to Monday, the 26th of June, at 12 o’clock.

Luna, 26° die Junii, 1848.

PRESENT:
Sir James Hogg. Lord Jocelyn.
Mr. Mowatt. Sir E. Colebrooke.
Mr. J. B. Smith. Mr. Plowden.

The Committee adjourned to Wednesday, at Ten o’clock, to consider their Report.

Mercurit,
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Mercurit, 28° die Junii, 1848.

Lord Mahon,
Mr. Lewis.

Sir E. Colebrooke
Sir James Hogpg.
Mr. Villiers.

Mr. Mowatt.

PRESENT :

Mr. Brigur, in the Chaur,

Mr. J. B. Smith.
Mr. Plowden.
Mr. Bolling.
Lord Jocelyn.
Mr. W. Patten.
Mr. M*Gregor.

The Committee proceeded to consider the Chairman’s Report, and Sir J. Hogg’s Report.

Resolved,— That Sir Edward Colebrooke and Mr. Wilson Patten be requested, with the
assistance of the Draft Reports of the Chairman and Sir J. llogg, to prepare a Draft Report
for the consideration of the Committee.

[Adjourned to Friday, the 14th of July, at Eleven o’clock.

Veneris, 14° die Julu, 1848.

Sir James Hogg.
Mr. Lewis.

Mr. W. Patten.
Sir E. Colcbrooke.
Mr. Villiers.

M. Bolling.

The Committee deliberated.

Report prepared by Sir .

PRESENT :

Mr. BrigurT, in the Chair,

Mr. J. B. Smith.
Mr. Plowden.
Mr. Mowatt.
Mr. M‘Gregor.
Loid Jocelyn.
Lord Mahon.

lcbrooke and Mr. W. Patten, considered.

[Adjourned to Saturday, the 15th, at Eleven o’clock.

Sabbati, 15° die Julii, 1848.

-

Sir E. Colebrooke.
Mr. W. Patten.
Mr. Lewis.

Sir James Hogg.

Mr. J. B. Smith.

PRrREsENT :

My, Bercur. in the Chair.

‘ Lord Muhnn..

Mr. Mowatt.
Mr. G. Thompson.
Mr. Bolling.

The Committee proceeded with further consideration of their Report.

Remaining paragraphs considered and amended.

Motion made, ¢ That the Draft Report, as amended, be adopted.”

Agreed to.

Ordered, o report to The House.

o]
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

Martis, 29° die Februarsi, 1848,

OSMANIA UNIVERSITY

MEMBERS PRESENT, COLLEGE LIBRARY.
Mr. George Thompson. Sir James Hogg.
Mr. Bolling. Mr. Plowden.
Mr. Lewis. Mr. Wilson Patten.
Mr. Mowatt. Viscount Jocelyn.
Mr. Charles Villiers. Sir Edward Colebrooke.
Viscount Mahon. Mr. John Benjamin Smuth.
Sir Wilham Clay. Mr. M Gregor.

JOHN BRIGHT, Esq., IN THE Cualr.

Francis William Prideaur, Esq.; Examined.
1. Chairman.] WHAT is your office in the Indian House under the East India F. W. Prideaus,

Company ?—I am an Assistant to the Examiner of India Correspondence. Esq.
2, Mr. Lewis.] What department of the correspondence is immediately under . _l'::—_la 8
your care ?—I have charge of the Revenue Department. 9 February 1848.

3. Does the charge of the correspondence in the Revenue Department neces-
sarily make you acquainted with the different species of the products of the svil
in India ?—Such information as comes upon our records would come through
that department.

4. Has your attention been directed to the subject of the cultivation of cotton?
—Yes, in common with other matters.

5. Chairman.] Have you been in India ?—Never.

6. How long have you becn in your present situation, and having access to the
correspondence referring to these matters ? —For eighteen years | have had access
to that correspondence.

7. Mr. Lewis.] Could you state what steps have been taken by the East India
Company for encouraging the cultivation of cotton>—The principal steps that
have been taken of late years have been the engagement of American pfanters,
and locating them in difterent parts of India.

8. Do you know what was the first step taken by the Company ?—1I think
they werc sent out in 1840 ; the attention of the Company has always been
directed to that subject.

9. Do you know that as early as the ycar 1788 steps were taken on that
subject by the Company?—I do not know the precise year, but from time to time
they have never lost sight of it; thcy have always done what appeared to them
necessary to promote the cultivation of cotton.

10. Can you state, seriutim, what the steps taken have been 2— No.

11. Chairman.] Are you able to inform the Committee what is the kind of
rental paid for land in India, or the mode of assessment 7—'The mode of assess-
ment differs in various parts; in what are called the * Permanently Settled
Provinces,” Bengal, Behar and Benares, the threc provinces which constituted the
Bengal Presidency, there is a settlement in perpetuity.

12. How long has that settlement existed ?— Since 1793; it was settied by
Lord Cornwallis; in the North-westein Provinces of Bengal, constituting all the
rest under the Bengal Government, the revenue is settled for 30 yecars.

13. From what date >—Within the last 10 ycars.

14. What is the description of settlement in the Bombay Presidency chiefly:-—
Chiefly annual settlements that vary fiom year to ycar, but there 15 a revision of
the assessment going on in several districts, particularly in the Deccan and Southern
Mabhratta country ; the settlement there is fixed for 20 years, but it is a dificrent

mode of settlement; a rental is fixed on every field, payable only it the field is
cultivated.

0.41. A 15. Is
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15. Is there any portion of the Bombay Presidency where the settlement is
permanent, as in the Ben%al Presidency ?—In no part of Bombay ; in Madras the
settlements are also annual.

16. Will you describe to the Committee what you mean by annual settlement
or assessment; what is the process ?—The general process in Madras, though
the rules are different in different districts, is for an examination to be made of all
the lands under cultivation, according to the rules in force in that district, and a
settlement is made according to those rules; for instance, land that is irrigated
pays a higher revenue than that which is not irrigated, and at the close of the
settlement, arrangements are made for remitting the revenue which may be dueon
lands not cultivated, although intended to be cultivated in the first instance, or
upon which the crops have failed.

17. By whom is that assessment made, and the sum to be paid determined P—
It is determined by the collector, according to fixed rules known throughout his
district.

18. Is the collector a native ?—No, he is a civil servant, always.

19. Does he pass over the whole of the lands in his collectorate, to fix in
his own person the rental of every ficld, or does he employ native agents for that
purpose ?—IIc goes on a circuit through his district; he does not personally
make the settlement, but he is everywhere ready to hear complaints, in case the
native officers assess lands higher than they ought to be.

20. Who are those native officers ; are they chosen from any particular class?—
Not from any particular class; but they are generally selected by the collector,
under the sanction of the superior authorities.

21. Have any of those parties been connected with any of the villages in past
times ; have they held offices corresponding to our municipal offices, or have they
had some feudal rights connected with those villages?—Such a class still exists
in the villages.

22. It is from them that the asscssors are chiefly chosen?—The collector’s
own servants go on the circuit with him; each small district has a superior
officer; there are two or three ranks, till they get to the collector himself, who is
the head.

23. Do you apprehend that there can be any minute and regular survey of each
particular ficld over a vast extent of country *—That is what is now in progress
in Bombay and Madras; the ficlds are all known, and must be known to the
villagers t{emselves.

24. Mr. Lewis.] Docs the assessment vary from year to year according to the
crop ?— Certainly not.

25. Chairman.] What is the period of the year when the assessment is made,
when it is determined what sum is to be paid, when the collector goes to a certain
village >—1It is the close of year when the settlement is made, after the crops are
cut.

26. Corresponding to what months in our calendar ?—1I cannot say.

27. Are you aware whether in the making of this assessment, any inquiry is
made as to the particular crop that is to be grown upon a particular field ?—I am
not aware that inquiry is made ; the general question that arises is, as to whether
the land has been under irrigation from water coming from Government sources,
and if a cultivator comes forward with a complaint that his crops have failed,
inquiry would be made into that circumstance, without refeience to the particular
nature of the crop.

28. Are you aware whether a larger assessment is charged upon certain lands on
account of the species of crop grown upon them ?—1I do not believe that it is so
anywhere in India now ; it is contrary to the positive and repeated orders of the
home authorities ; it would be almost impossible, considering the very detailed
reports given by every collector, that that practice could remain without being
shown by those reports; I do not believe that it exists.

29. Did it exist formerly ?— Certainly it did; the original settlement was a
division of the crop.

30. Sir James Hogg.] If it existed formerly, did it arise from a rule declaring
that land should be assessed according to the crop to be produced, or did it arise
from the division of the crop when grown, being an assessment paid in kind P—
I believe entirely from that circumstance; originally, I believe the share was
taken in kind, and of course the more valuable the crop the greater the value of

the share taken by Government ; the first step taken to get rid of that system was
to



ON THE GROWTH OF COTTON IN INDIA. 3

to attach a money value to the share of the crop, and the last step, that which I
believe is general throughout India, was to fix & rental upon the land according
to its fertility, without reference to its crop. _

31. Mr. George Thompson.] Previous to the crop being grown ?—The rental is
according to the general rules that prevail in the district ; but those rules must be
-applied to the land after cultivation; the collector cannot know beforehand what
land will be taken into cultivation.

32. The collector cannot increase the sum agreed upon, but he may diminish
it 7—He may ; under the authority of the Government.

33. Can he increase it ? —Not beyond the rules in force in the district.

34. Viscount Jocelyn.] If land previously not under irrigation becomes irri-
gated, the rental upon that land is raised; is it not?—Yes, provided that the
irrigation is from (Government sources, tanks or rivers.

35. Sir James Hogg.] Assuming that a native proprietor digs a well, or goes
himself to the expense of irrigation, would any enhanced revenue or assessment
be placed upon his land ?—It would ultimately ; it would be ultimately changed
from the class of dry land to irrigated, but not until a sufficient time had elapsed
to give him full remuneration for his outlay, whatever that might be.

36. Generally speaking, is the expense of irrigation paid by the ryot or by
the Government ?—Generally by the Government.

37. Chairman.] At whose option is it;after he has irrigated the land at his
own expense, that it shall remain at thc same tax, or be raised ?— In some districts
there are fixed rules which apply to it, but generally speaking, a special arrange-
ment is made between him and the revenue officer ; in some districts a man
might dig a well, which would irrigate his land, for five rupees, and in others, in
consequence of the nature of the soil, it might cost him 200.

38. If the collector insisted that the land was worth so much more in con-
sequence of this expenditure of his own funds, would he have any remedy except
by the abandonment of his land; could he appeal, or is there any law by which
he could have redress >—There is no law ; he could carry his complaint to this
country if he pleased.

39. Has there ever been a case of appeal of that kind that came here ?—1I do
not know of any.

40. Mr. Lewis.] Would he be in the same position as a tenant in this country
from whom his landlord attempts to exact an exorbitant rent, or would he be in
a worse condition than a tenant holding from year to year 2—The usual practice
is, if’ a ryot proposes to construct a well to irrigate his land, to make a previous
arrangement to take a Cowle or agreement with the collector, that for so many
years he should hold the land at the original rate, or with only a gradual
increase, and it would be for him to consider whether it would be worth his
while to do that; the great object of the officers is to get as much land under
irrigation as possible.

41. Chairman.] Have you seen a copy of any agreement of that kind, or
heard of one*—No; I know that those agreements are made.

42. Do you feel sure that they are made ?—Yes.

43. Mr. Wilson Patten.] Are changes of tenancies frequent?—The cultivator
goes on cultivating the same fields as long as he pleases; if he abandons them,
others make offers to take them.

44. Do they compel a change of tenancy by ejecting them ?—Never.

45. Mr. George Thompson.] 1 think you said that there were several modes of
ebtaining land revenue throughout India ?— Yes.

46. Onc in Bombay, another in Madras, a third, the perpetual settlement in
Bengal, Behar and Orissa ; a fourth in the Upper Provinces, where the settlement
is made for 30 years?—-Generally; for 20 years in some districts.

47. T think you said that the collector, a civil servant of the East India Com-
pany, was the person charged with the collection of the revenue in a given
district 2—Yes.

48. And that be acted under general rules ?— Yes.

49. From which he could not depart; and that he levied the assessment under
those rules ?—Yes.

.50. According to the quality of the soil, whether dry or irrigated, but more
with reference now to the fertility of the soil than to the particular kind of crop
grown upon it ?—Yes,
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51. I think you made that remark with reference to Bombay particularly 7—
I applied it to Madras also. :

52. The revenue system of Bombay does not date from any particulaf period,
I believe —From no particular period ; probably the revenue system of Bombay
has been less altered trom what we found it than any other.

53. In Madras it does not date from any particular period ?—You could take
a particular period for each district.

54. Was not the general system of revenue introduced into Madras at a parti-
cular period ?—You probably allude to Sir Thomas Munro’s ryotwar settlement ?

55. Yes; and when so introduced, was it intended to be a fixed system, or
was it the intention of Sir Thomas Munro, under the system that he established,
that the revenue should fluctuate ?—Under his system the revenue would fluctuate

with the extent of land under cultivation. '

56. Was not it fixed with regard to the amount that should be paid to the
Government ?>— It was so far fixed, that a certain spot of land when under cultiva-
tion would continue to pay the same amount ; but it would cease to pay when it
ceased to be cultivated.

57. Can you inform the Committee whether the principles laid down by Sir
Thomas Munro have been carried out, and whether they have had the effect of
fixing the amount which the land should pay ?—They have not fixed the gross
amount that the district would pay, but only what a field under particular circum-
stances would pay.

58. Has that amount been realized as a general rule?—The amount fixed by
Sir Thomas Munro has not heen realized. He considered afterwards that he had
fixed it too high, and recommended a reduction of 33 per cent. upon the wet, and
25 per cent. upon the dry land on his own settlement ; that was not done at the
time, but 20 years afterwards it was done.

59. With that reduction made, has the revenue come up to the fixed amount?
—The revenue has not come up to the amount he had estimated.

60. Did the reduction take place ?—The reduction has taken place.

61. And does the revenue now realize the amount with the reduction made ;
I do not mean the original amount, but the expected amount?—i believe it
realizes the amount, generally speaking, that it was expected to realize with those
reductions.

62. Is it not now throughout Madras, at the option of the collector to obtain
the Jargest amount of revenue he can get, without reference to any standard what-
ever ?—Most certainly not.

63. Is he able to bring the cultivator up to the standard 7—He cannot force
the cultivator to cultivate ; it is optional with him to do so or not.

64. But cultivating ; is the collector able to obtain from a given field a given
amount of revenue. according to the fixed standard r~~According to fixed rules.

65. Does he obtain that now ?—The rules which regulate the assessment pro-
vide for remission being made from that fixed rate, in the event of the crop going
above or falling below the standard.

6. Then he has a discretion ?—The rules are different, probably, in every
district. I cannot speak positively to cach ; but taking the Province of Tanjore
as an examiple, I would say that the asscssment is therc fixed on the assumption
of a standard produce and a standard price. If the amount of actual produce,
combined with actual price, falls in any year five per cent. below the data taken
in forming the assessment, the revenue is propo.rtionably redu_ced; if the same
amounts vary in the proportion of ten per cent. in the other direction, the pro-
portion is increased : in other words, the government give the advantage to the
cultivators when the price falls 5 per cent., but they do not claim the same
advantage for themselves until the price rises 10 per cent.

67. Mr. Mowatt.] The rent does vary with the produce of the land ?—Not
with the nature of the produce, but the amount.

68. Mr. George Thompson.] The collector not only fixes the amount, but
enforces the payment ¥—Yes.

69. By what agency does he enforce the ﬁayment ?—The collectors have con-
siderable discretion in that respect; they have a power which is hardly ever
exercised, of personal restraint, and sale of personal property, but there is never
a year in which a large amount 18 not given upysimply on account of the poverty

of the parties.

’

70. In



ON THE GROWTH OF COTTON IN INDIA. 5

70. In fact, he has the whole physical force of the district to enforce the pay- F. W. Prideaus,
ment of the revenue ?—Yes. Esq.

7v. Chairman.] Even to the imprisonment of the parties not paying ?— He has
that force, but it 1s not exerciscd.

72. Sir James Hogg.] Is that power direct, or through the intervention of any
other authority P—Direct.

73. In parts?—I speak of Madras.

=4. And of the ryotwarry system ?—Yes.

75. Chairman.] Will you explain between the difference of the ryot warry system
and the one that prevails in Bombay ?—It is the same system to a considerable
extent ; but I am distinguishing it from the system of permanent settlement and
that of the 30 years’ leases.

76. You have been speaking of the assessment generally in India; are you
aware of any revision of that assessment, and whether that has been adopted
in the Deccan and Southern Mahratta country, and whether it has been attended
with success ?— That revision consists in what I stated before, in fixing a rent
upon each field, which when once confirmed by Government remains fixed
for 20 years.

77. Has that system been found to answer, and been attended with success?
—Perfectly, so far as it has yet been carried.

78. Is it likely to be extended to other parts of the country 7—Yes, as fast as
possible.

79. Viscount Jocelyn.] Has a ryot no appeal from the collector, in case the
collector enforces too high a payment?— He has an appeal to the superior
revenue authorities, and to the Government.

80. To Commissioners ?— To Commissioners in Bombay ; at Madras thereisa
Board of Revenue.

81. Mr. George Thompson.] The Committee, I apprehend, are anxious to
ascertain the present condition of the cultivator in Bombay, and what was his
condition formerly, and what were the hindrances, if any, that existed formerly
to the exportation of cotton from India to this country ; are you prepared at this
moment to explain to the Committee the actual circumstances of the cultivator,
say 30 years ago 2—No ; I think you could hardly get that from official sources.

82. You could ascertain the amount of revenue paid at that time upon a given
spot 2— Upon a given district.

83. Can you inform the Committee what has been the general mode of taking
the revenue from the cultivator when its payment was due; had he to furnish,
for instance, to the collector or his agent, a given amount of money, previously
assessed 7—Yes; the money previously assessed is paid in instalments, which
are fixed with reference to the convenience of the cultivator as to his power of
selling his crops. [t varies in different districts; probably eight or ten instal-
ments in the year are paid to the village officer, as shares of the revenue.

84. Can you explain what security the collector had that the proceeds of the
ground should not be alienated from the Government ; was the cultivator obliged
to pay the moncy before he took his produce from the field ?--I believe formerly
he was, but not now ; in some cases he was, in Bombay particularly; in the case
of cotton, they deposited it in a sort of village storechouse, from which it could not
be removed till the revenue was paid, or security given for it.

85. What steps did he take to obtain the money to satisfy the demand of the
collector ?—He generally borrowed it at enormous rates of interest.

86. In order that he might have his own produce at his own disposal >—That
was 80.

87. Having borrowed the money, of course the next party who would have a
lien upon the produce would be the lender of the money ?— Generally ; I fancy
the land was cultivated by advances.

88. Are you prepared to give the Committee any information respecting the
actual present condition of the cultivators of cotton throughout India 2—No.

89. Sir James Hogg.] Is the cultivator of cotton differently citcum:stanced
from the cultivator of any other produce of the soil ?—Not at all, that 1 am
aware of.

90. ls the assessment upon the land now regulated by the quality of the soil,
or by the nature of the produce ?—I believe it is regulated by the quality of the

soil, without any reference to the produce. _
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91. Chairman.] Without any reference to the nature or the quantity of the
produce >—Without any reference to the nature of the produce.

92. Have you here any statements or representations that have been made
to the East India Company with regard to the growth of cottonin India ?—~1 have
with me the representations made to the East India Company by the Manchester
Chamber of Commerce, and the Manchester Commercial Association ; and if the
Comnmittee please, I will read them, and upon any points contained in them they
can examine me.

03. Will you have the goodness to read those papers, and hand them in ?—
This is 2 memorial directed *To the Chairman, Deputy Chairman and Directors
of the Honourable the East India Company,” on the 6th of January last, signed
by Mr. Bazley, on behalf of the Association,—‘* Showeth, that your memorialists
continue to feel the deepest interest in an enlarged supply of India cotton, and
have watched with anxious hope the progress of the experiments which have been
made towards the improvement of the quality under the encouragement of your
honourable Court. That your memoriahists have seen with satisfaction that the
attention of India has been largely drawn to this important dcsideratum, and that
samples have been sent to them, and that cottons have been sent into this market
by the directions of your honourable Court, which are more likely to find favour
than the rubbish which has heretofore been presented to us. That your memo-
rialists would deceive your honourable Court, if they led it to suppose that the
quality of the cotton to which they allude, except an insignificant quantity from
the Coimbatore district, is so far improved in strength and staple as to bring it
into such general consumption here as the interests of both countries would render
desirable; the attention to cleanliness exhibited in the cottons produced upon
your experimental farms and elsewhere, is highly praiseworthy, and will give to
similar cotton an advantage in price morc than commensurate with the cost of
cleaning it, over that on which the same care is not bestowed ; but no important
increasc of consumption will take place here, until further progress shall have
been made in the improvement of the staple. That your memorialists believe that
the improvement of the staple to which they refer ean only be attained through
long and persevering efforts distributed over every portion of India; they believe,
too, that those cfforts would be better carried out by individual energy than by
your honourable Company ; but they do think that your honourable Court should
remove every obstacle to the full development of the capabilitics of the soil
and the practical benefit of the cnltivators. That amongst the obstacles to
the better cultivation of cotton, none are more obvious than the land-tax, the
tenure under which land is held, and the want of roads and means of con-
veyance. Your memorialists believe that your honourable Court is itself im-
pressed with the conviction that the land-tax in the present cotton-growing
districts is imperfect, and has more than once begun reforms which have been
abandoned almost as soon as begun; but until the injustice of laying a heavier
assessment upon cotton than upon other crops be abandoned, and the tenure of
land be placed upon a wise and equitable basis, all hope of so improving the

vality of cotton as to procure for it prices which will stimulate further culture
will be futile. That your memorialists regret to know that the system which
prevents the proper culture of cotton in the districts which have most applied
themselves to that production, prevents the commencement of cotton cultivation
in other districts perhaps better suited than Guzerat. In Malabar, a higher tax
is, they are informed, imposed upon cotton than upon other crops; the soil and
climate are represented to be highly favourable for the cultivation of cotton, but
every incitement to the attempt is destroyed by the assessment and the pature of
land tenure. That in the opinion of your memorialists, not only is it important
that such wise regulations as will promote the utmost industry amongst the
subjects of the British Crown should be adopted in the territories of India,
which are exclusively governed by your honourable Court, but it is of the first
necessity that the widest relations with the bordering independent states should
be fostered and promoted. Where all duties upon important articles of production
cannot be dispensed with on passing the frontier, the lowest scale should be
adopted, not more for the bencfit of the people than of the Government itself,
and especially with reference to raw materials. Your memorialists believe that
‘such a. course would be' wise in regard to states in India with which your
honourable Court does not claim to interfere; but they hold it to be just as
. well
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well as wise to abolish all international duties between British provinces and
those which are subsidiary or under the control of your honourable Court. As
an instance, your memorialists mention the provinces of Cochin and Travancore,
and others, situated upon the Backwater, or who use that inland sea for the
transport of their products ; those Rajahships are tributary to your honourable
Company. The only available outlet to the ocean for their exports is through
the pass of Cochin, which belongs to your honourable Company ; and the anomalous
fact exists, that not only does your honourable Company exact transit duties from
your own tributaries, but those tributaries exact further duties from each other
reciprocally, although it is understood that the Rajahs of both provinces are
willing to abolish them entirely if your honourable Company would adopt a
similar course. The port of Cochin, once so flourishing and useful, although
falling into absolute decay and penury in the hands of your honourable Company,
is well calculated to be of essential service, not only to the contiguous provinces of
Cochin and Travancore, and probably to important portions of the Carnatic, but to
the shipping of our own and of every other nation navigating those seas, did but
your honourable Court determine to erect it into a free port, on the same principle
as Singapore: the revenue which your honourable Company now receives from the
place will not be an obstacle to this desirable measure, whilst the advantages which
would spring from the abolition of all duties there, and along the shores of the
Backwater, are obvious and inviting. Your memorialists respectfully but most
earnestly pray your honourable Court to take these premises into carly and
serious consideration; to order forthwith a wise and equitable system of assess-
ment of land throughout the whole of the territories belonging to the British
Crown in India, and to grant such facilities and terms for the tenure of land, as
will induce the best cultivation of it; to apply every possible energy to the
formation and improvement of roads, both from your own resources, and by the
utmost encouragement to others who may be willing so to invest capital ; to abolish
all transit duties where practicable, as well as international duties between British
grovinces and tributary states, and where abolition is not practicable, that both

e reduced to the lowest scale, and that the port of Cochin may be created a free
port.” The Chamber of Commerce allude to the injustice of laying a heavier
assessment upon cotton than upon other crops ; I believe no such system exists in
any part of India. With reference to the suitability of Malabar for cotton cultivation,
I believe that they aremisinformed ; it will grow there, but I believe it is not pecu-
liarly suitable for it. With reference to the assessment of the Malabar district, I
have brought a letter from Mr. Clementson, the principal collector of Malabar,
dated May 1846, and I am positive that no change has taken place in that respect,
in which he states, ¢Malabar, unlike any other districts under the Madras
Government, has been exempt from internal transit duties ; duty once paid on the
frontiers passes the article free throughout the country. Cloth, the manufacture
of Malabar, made from the cotton grown in the province, which pays no land-tax,
is worn by the people free of all duty. Betel-leaf, so highly assessed in other parts
of India, also pays no land-tax, and no duty whatever.” I believe I can explain
this by the nature of the land assessment of Malabar, which is very peculiar,
and is now much the same as it has been for the last century; dry land
which is suited for the cultivation of such crops as cotton, is divided gene-
rally into gardens; the land is not assessed, but the trees that grow on it; the
cocoa-nut tree, the betel-nut tree and the jack tree are assessed; and on pay-
ment of that assessment, the cultivator may grcw whatever he pleases on his
land ; another product, the Pepper-vine, one of the great products, has no par-
ticular assessment ; if grown on those lands, it is grown without any additional
assessment whatever.

94. Chairman.] He may grow certain articles upon land which grows some-
thing else, which is considered more important, and upon which an assess-
ment is laid >—Yes, on the three descriptions of trces I have mentioned.

95. Has the assessment no reference whatever to the secondary articles grown
on the same land ?—"The assessment is a fixed sum per tree, so long as it isin a
state of productiveness. In the statement I have handed in, it is prayed that
every possible energy and capital may be applied to the formation of roads; I
believe the importance of improving the roads is just as much acknowledged
by the Company as by the memorialists. The Committee are aware that every
road made in India is made directly out of the Government revenue, and of
course before the roads are made they must have the means to make them ; very
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large sums have been expended upon making roads, which are still in progress ;
particularly with reference to the cotton districts.

96. Can you give the Committee any information as to the sums of money the
Company have expended in making roads?—A return has been called for in Par-
liament which will show that.

97. Have you any idea what it is; can you state anvthing as to the sums
expended in the formation of new roads, or the mileage of new roads made by
the East India Company ?—1I cannot from memory.

98. Can you point out upon the map any roads they have made within the
last 50 years ?—-When the return is completed it will show that accurately; I
cannot state from memory. They also refer to the abolition of all transit duties
where practicable. In reply to that, in the Presidency of Bengal, transit dutics
were entirely abolished in 1836; in Bombay in 1838, and in 1844, in Madras.
They further ask for the abolition of international duties between British
provinces and tributary states. One great difficulty that arises there is, that
the revenue authorities in this country, contrary to the repeated attempts of
the East India Company to induce a different course, continue to consider
all the tributary and dependent states as foreign territory ; the produce of any of
those can only be admitted at the duty leviable on foreign produce. To take the
Presidency of Madras, for instance, from which sugar is admitted into this country
on condition that the import of foreign sugar into Madras is prohibited ; the
admission of sugar the produce of those terntories, would invalidate their claim,
according to the decision of the Customs authorities here, to have Madras sugar
admitted at a lower rate of duty.

99. Speaking of imports into Madras, does that mcan imports from native
states P—Yes.

100. Which comes coastwise, or which comes from the interior 2—"That which
comes from the interior. They refer particularly to Cochin and Travancore. and in
order to show the view taken by the Directors of that subject, I have brought a
paragraph from a despatch written in 1845, with reference to some proceedings
relating to a French vessel that went from the Cochin state and thence to Bombay.
The Directors say, ¢ We approve of your having declined to interfere in this matter ;
instcad ot drawing tighter the restrictions which press on the trade of a state
which, as observed by Major-general Cullen, the Resident in Travancore and
Cochin, is, although nominally independent, ‘as much under dircct British
control as any Company’s collectorate ;’ it is our wish that the commercial policy
pursued towards all native states similarly circumstanced, should be of the most
liberal description, and that they should, as far as possible, be treated with the
same favour as the territories under our direct administration. We have pressed
on the attention of Her Majesty’s Government the claims of the native states in
dependent and subsidiary alliance with the Company, to be treated 1n commercial
matters as integral portions of our Indian empire, and although we have hitherto
only succeeded so far as to procure the acknowledgment of the rights of the
province of Mysore to be regarded as a British possession, we shall not fail to
tahe advantage of every suitable opportunity to attempt to obtain the same
advantages for other native states possessing similar relations with our Govern-
ment.”

101. Is that from the Government here >-—From the Court of Directors to the
Government of Madras, dated November 1845. I should state with regard to
the particular produce of Cochin, three or four years ago it was proposed by the
collector of Malabar to the Madras Government to take away all the custom-
houses on the frontier, and give up the revenue that was derived from them.
The Government were willing to do so, on condition that the Rajah of Cochin
should remove his, so as to make it perfectly free, and that has been
acceded to. Since June 1846 the transit of commodities from the Madras pro-
vinces through the Cochin state to the British port of Cochin has been perfectly
free.

102. The recommendation in that mewmorial has been acceded to >—Yes, a year
and a halt before this statement was made. Then the last prayer is, that the
port of Cochin may be created a free port ; but no reason is given. That would
add very much to its trade; but it would be at the cxpense of the customs
tevenue. They allude to Singapore, but that is a mere depét for goods ;
but if the port of Cochin was made a free port, the whole of the south of
India might be supplied with goods free of customs’ duties. I now hand ina

letter
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letter from the Manchester Association, dated in July last, “ The Directors of this
Association being well convinced of the deep interest which animates the Court of
Directors of the honourable East India Company, with reference to the extension
and improvement of cotton cultivation in India, feel that it is unnecessary to offer
any apology for again calling the attention of the honourable Court to that all-
important subject. From information received by the Association, it appears that
a great saving of time and cost of transit would be effected if the cotton grown in
the Dharwar district were in future shipped at Comptah instead of Bombay; but
to enable it to reach the former port in proper condition, it should be transported
thither in carts instead of on the backs of bullocks. The following roads would
therefore be required ; viz, from the town of Hooblee, in Dharwar, to the village
of Moondegode, in Upper North Canara, connecting that running north and
south in the latter district with the Belgaum and Dharwar road, which terminates
at the town of Hooblee, and from Sircee, the capital of North Canara, down the
Ghauts, and continued to Comptah ; the present passage of those precipitous
declivities throughout those mountain regions in the Southern Maﬁrattu
country, being, we are informed, confined to a mere bullock-track, in
parts so steep and difficult that the laden animals are quite unable to
maintain their footing. We also learn that the supply of hand-gins in the
Dharwar district is quite inadequate to clean the amount of cotton Tikcly to be
veady for that process up to the close of the shipping season, when the very large
orders sent out from hence on private account for saw-ginned country cotton are
taken into consideration. The like observations will apply to the districts of
Candeish and Guzerat, in each of which, however, we are given to understand a
large number of machines could be made up against the commencement of the
next seascn, provided that the requisite number of saws were forthwith despatched
from England, with orders to have them made up immediately on arrival. From
what can be ascertained, the number should be at least 5,000.” 1 will putin the
reply to that, and that was, “ lam commanded by the Court of Directors of the
East India Company to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th ultimo,
in which, on behalf of the Manchester Commercial Association, you solicit the
Court’s attention to the expediency of facilitating the means of trausit from the
cotton districts on the western side of India to the ports of shipment ; and also of
providing an incrcased supply of hand saw-gins for the purpose of cleaning cotton.
In reply, I am directed to acquaint you that the impoitant subject of improving
the lines of communication between the interior and the coast has not failed to
receive the scrious consideration of the Court The road to which you particularly
refer; viz. from Dharwar vid Hooblee to Sircy, and thence to the port of Coompta,
has been carefully surveyed, and the Court have now under their consideration a
plan for converting the existing bullock-road from Coompta wi¢ the Daramang
Ghaut to the Dharwar frontier, into a carriage-road ; and they have already
sanctioned a considerable outlay for the construction of the portion of the road
between Hooblee and the Madras frontier, a distance of about 20 miles, and other
important works for the same purpose are also in progress, or are about to be pro-
ceeded with in the districts of Candeish, Canara, Malabar and Coimbatore. With
respect to the provision of saw-gins, I am desired to acquaint you that the Court
have already taken the necessary measures for forwarding a large supply of saws
to Bombay, with the least practicable delay, and that they have also engaged the
services of a competent engineer to superintend the manufacture of the gins.”

103. Mr. Charles Villiers.] What is the date of that ?—The 13th of August
1847.

104. Does it state what is the date of the orders sent by the Company to make
the road ?~No; they were then under consideration; the sanction has sincc
been given for the completion of that road. . . .

105. Chairman.] Can you tell the Committee whether any cultivator in India,
I speak particularly of those parts where a settlement has not been made in per-
{)!etuity, has any right in the soil which is not dependent upon the Company r—

ndoubtedly they have.

106. In gombay, for instance ?—Yes ; an indefeasible right.

107. What kind of right is it, how is it exercised ; for example, can any man
sell his plot of land ?—Certainly. .

108. He can sell it to a neighbour?>—Yes; the right to ]apded property in
India, generally speaking, is just as perfect as it is here; the right to hold pro-
perty subject to the payment of the revenue.
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109. Is there any other rent to pay except that paid to Government in the
shape of revenue; for example, this assessment which the Government charges ;
is that all a man has to pay with respect to the tenure of his land ?—Yes;
very often the Government revenuc is paid in respect of a large estate which may
be underlet again. .

110. What is the gencral condition, from the correspondence you have seen,
of the cultivators throughout a large portion of India; [ speak now more par-
ticularly of those provinces to which this inquiry will be more confined, that is,
in districts where cotton is grown, or most likely to be grown ? —I cannot spcak
to their condition.

111. [s there anything like a superior class and an inferior class of cultivators,
or generally are they pretty much upon a level 7—The extent of their holdings
varics considerably.

112. Are they generally, or in numerous instances, or in any instances, persons
possessing capital, and carrying on their business as cultivators, much in the
same way that farmers do here or in other countries?—I cannot speak positively,
but I think they are not persons possessing capital, and from their habits seldom
accumulate capital ; if they did save a httle money, it would probably goin a
marriage feast or some rchgious ceremony ; I believe the careful ones generally,
if they do accumulate a little, immediately apply it to an increase of their means
of agriculture; the purchase of an additional bullock or so.

113. Mr. George Thompson.] 1 think you stated that cotton could be grown
over the larger portion of India ?—Cotton will grow.

114. Within the Bombay Presidency especially there are some of the most
favourable and productive soils for cotton *—There are.

115. What are the largest cotton-producing districts in the Bombay Presidency
at the present moment ? —In Broach, a portion of Guzerat, in 1844-135, the culti-
vation was as follows :—

Beegahs.
Garden-lands producmg sugar-cane, plantuns, ginger, turmerie, &c. 2,620 1 17}
Cotton lands - - - - - - - - - - 262,300 15 31}
Tobacco, dyes, o1l ~ecds, &c. - - - - - - - 27,680 19 13
Gram, consisting of wheat, jowaree, bajiee and chana - - - 445,101 1 7}

- 122,820 8 103

Fallow, pasture and waste lands, cultivable and uncultivable

Torar - - - 760,595 9 12

N. B.—The Broach beegah 15 equal to 2,477 square yards.

So that the cotton lands there arc about one-third of the total cultivation.

116. What is the shipping port from Guzerat; the cotton is grown in Broach,
and it is then shipped n boats from whence ?—I do not know.

117. It is brought to Bombay, is it not ?—VYes.

118. And is there screwed and prepared for exportation 2—T believe they have
screws ; in fact, I am certain, in Broach, powcrful enough to half-screw it.

119. The next district 1s the Southern Mahratta country 2—That is becoming
productive.

120. Can you describe in what statc the cotton is brought from Broach to
Bombay ?>—In half-screwed bales.

121. And clean ?2—Clean.

122. Is it cleaned again when it reaches Bombay ?—No.

123. Next to Guzerat, which is the most productive portion of Western
India 7—The Southern Mahratta country. I presume the Committee are aware
that all duties on the import and export of cotton have recently been abolished
under the orders of the Court of Directors.

124. Chairman.] Were they all abolished, as far as regards this country ?—
There have been no duties on cotton exported to this country from Bengal since
1836 ; from Bombay since 1838 ; and Madras since 1844.

125. Now they are totally abolished to whatever country the cotton is shipped ?
—Yes; I should state that there is a duty levied on cotton passing over the

north-western fronticr of Bengal, of four annas a maund on uncleaned, and eight
annas
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annas a maund on cleaned cotton; but that duty is remitted, and there is a
drawback when exported from Calcutta to this country. I will hand in this
notification of the 31st December 1847.

[The same was handed in, and is as follows.]

NoTtiricaTioN.—The Governor-general in Council 1s pleased to resolve that cotton-wool
be henceforth exempted from any demand on account of cxgort duty thioughout India.
The Governor-general in Council 1s further pleased to resolve that cotton-wool, the produce
of any part of the continent of India, l?e hgncefolth exempte_d from any demand on account
of import duty at the port of Madras, in like manner as this article is now exempt from
import duty at the port of Bombay, under section 2, of Act TI. of 1846. By order of the
Right honourable the Governor-general of India in Council.

126. Mr. George Thompson.] In your opinion, is there any limit to the pro-
duction of the cotton of commerce in thosc portions of India 2— [ should believe
not, so far as I can form an opinion.

127. Do yon know what is the sum total of the revenue raised in the Madras
Presidency *—I can supply it.

128. Do you know how much is raised from cotton:—I cannot tell that,
I have no means of knowing ; the land is assessed alike, whether it grows cotton or
other products. In November last a despatch was addressed to all the Presidencies,
in the following terms, “We are desirous of procuring information as tq the
extent to which India might be capable of supplying cotton, in the event of an
increased demand for it either in this country or elsewhcre, and we have
accordingly framed the queries in the margin, which we wish you to circulate
among the collectors of#and revenue under your Presidency, and also among the
Political Agents resident in such native states as are known to produce cotton,
with instructions to furnish concise replies on the several poiats indicated.” Those
qucries are, 1st. What is the price of cotton freed from sced at the principal
mart or marts in your district? 2d. At what pricc does the ryot sell his cotton
cleaned or uncleaned, and with or without advances? 3d. What is the
expense of cleaning cotton by the churka or foot-roller, or by any othermethod
which may be in use? 4th. What are the expenses of conveying cotton to
the nearest port of shipment? 5th. What is the average produce of cotton per
beegah or acre? Gth. What is the quantity of land under cultivation with cotton,
and to what cxtent is it probable that the cultivation could be carried, in the
event of an incrcased demand?” These queries have been circulated, and when
we have full replies to them, we shall have complete information upon the
subject.

129. 1 asked you some time ago regarding the past mode of obtaining the
assessment ; can you cxplain to the Committee what is the present mode of obtain-
ing the amount assessed on land within the Bombay Presidency, especially with
regard to cotton 7—The practice to which you alluded in your former question, ot
requiring the cultivator to deposit his cotton before he could dispose of it, with-
out cither paying the revenue or giving security, bhas been much reprobated by
the Directors, and may be discontinued, but I cannot say that it is so.

130. As a general rule, docs not the cuhivator receive advances’—They are
given, to a limited extent, to those who have not the means themselves.

131. When the cultivator does not obtain them from Government, is hie not
constrained to obtain them from persons on the spot?—He does do so; I can
hardly say constrained ; it is in consequence of his not having means himself.

132. Can you say what proportion the land revenue bears to the value of the
cotton —It was stated by the Cotton Committee, that in Broach in particular
the price of the cotton had fallen so low, that at the present rate of land
revenue, the profit left to the cultivator was very small, and I belicve that to be
the case.

133. Chairman.] Which Cotton Committce do you speak of ?—1It was a com-
mittee that sat at Bombay; a return was made to Parliament of their report.

134. Do you now refer to the statement made by Mr. Davies F—Yes, I do.

135. Is he the collector in the Broach district 2—Yes.

136. Do you know whether any inquiry has been instituted into the facts
which are stated in that report, in order to remedy the state of things to which
he referred ?—The assessment is under revision ; I will 1ead to the Committee
the reply of the Court of Directors to the despatch which communicated to them
that report. This is the despatch addressed hy the Court of Dircctors to the
Government of Bombay, in answer to the despatch which forwarded those pro-
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ceedings. “ 3d November 1847.—1. With your despatch in this department,
dated the 19th May (No. 25) 1847, you have transmitted to us the report of a
committee, consisting of public servants and native and English merchants, which
was appointed by you in September 1846, to inquire into and report on the
extent and causes of the decline represented to have taken place in the cotton
trade, and to suggest any remedial measures which, in their opinion, might with
advantage be applied to it.—2. The report of the committee is dated the
23d March 1847, and it docs much credit to the industry and research of the
gentlemen to whom the investigation was committed.—3. We do not consider it
necessary to follow them through their reasonings, or to advert to the particular
points on which we may hold a different opinion from that expressed in the
report; we think it sufficient to notice the conclusions at which they have
arrived, and to point out the extent to which thc recommendations with which
they close their report have received our concurrence.—4. The measures which
the committee recommended for the revival of the Indian cotton trade (but with
particular reference to the Presidency of Bombay) are; first, the entire abolition
of the onerous customs duties levied on the export of the unmanufactured cotton ;
secondly, the revision of the land assessment in the collectorates of Surat,
Broach and Candeish ; thirdly, the permanent improvement of the communi-
cations between the Southern Mahratta country and the ports on the sea-coast;
and, fourthly, the introduction of a system of railway communication between
Bombay and the interior, as proposed by the Great Indian Peninsular Railway
Company, and thus opening up the fertile districts of Berar and the Deccan to
the sea.—Customs Duties: 5. With regard to the cffect which the customs duties
levied on the export of cotton may have had on the trade in that article, 1t is
obvious, from an inspection of the statements which accompany the committee’s
report, that the decline in the quantity exported to the United Kingdom, on
which no export duty 1s leviable, is much greater than in the quantity exported to
China, the other principal market for Indian cotton, on which a duty of eight and
nme annas per maund 1s levied. It would, therefore, appear that the export duty
has not exercised any material influence in causing the diminution of the trade in
cotton. We are, however, so sensible of the impolicy of cxport duties n most
cases, that, in a despatch to the Government of India, dated the 22d April (No. 3)
1846, we suggested their abolition ; and in a more recent despatch, dated the 18th
August last (No. 3), we have authorized that Government immediately to abolish
the export duty on cotton, without waiting until the more general scheme, of
which that measure formed a part, should be matured.— Land Asscssment : 6. The
committee limit the alleged injurious influcnce of the land assessment to the
collectorates of Surat, Broach and Candeish. As regards the collectorate of Surat,
there appears to be no necessity for any reduction of the assessment for the pur-
pose of encouraging the cultivation of cotton. The collector, Mr. Stewart, states,
that the description of land usually devoted to cotton cultivation, readily pays
the assessment when cultivated with grain. To reduce the land assessment,
which can be readily paid when under ordinary crops, with the view of stimu-
lating the production of a crop of a superior description, would be in effect to hold
out a bounty to the cultivators to employ their lands in producing crops which
would be, under other circumstances, less profitable to themselves and to the
Government, and to that extent would constitute an indirect interference with the
freedom of cultivation ; and we cannot concur in the reasoning contained in
paras. 61 and 62 of the committee’s report, which would secem to imply that the
duty or the interests of the Government require them to pursue such a course.
It would, in fact, be altogether nugatory as regards the object which the com-
mittee have in view. For, as the first principle of our revenue system is to permit
the ryot to cultivate what he pleases, paying the assessment fixed on the land, it
is clear, that if at the present rates of assessment, the cultivation of grain is more
profitable than that of cotton, it would be equally so at any lower rate, and con-
sequently the reduction of the assessment would not have the supposed tendency
of cncouraging the cultivation of cotton in place of ordinary grain crops.—7. In
Broach, we believe the case to be somewhat different ; although the assessment
in this district is now placed on the land, without reference to the crop which may
be cultivated on it, and is so far correct in principle, yet we are aware that the
rate at which 1t was fixed was mainly regulated by the capability of the land for
the production of cotton; that rate may have been moderate when a high price

could be obtained for the produce, but at the present price of cotton in the Bom::ay
market,
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market, it appears to be considerably higher than can be maintained without ma- F. W. Prideauz,
terially contracting the cultivation. You state that you shall be happy when your Esq.
means of undertaking the necessary surveys admit of your extending to this pro-
vince the full benefit of that systematic revision of the assessment which has been
prosecuted with such signal success in the Deccan, and is now in progress in
the Southern Mahratta country. In the meantime, until the means of carrying
out that most desirable measure are at your disposal, we would suggest for your
consideration the expediency of directing a temporary reduction in the present
rates of assessment; by this means moderation might be ensured, although you
could not secure the equality which would be obtained by a regular survey, and
much of the mischief which must inevitably follow a continued course of over-
assessment may be avoided.—8. The information furnished by the committee
with respect to Candcish, amounts to no more than that the assessment has not
been revised, and that it is the intention of your Government, at no distant period,
to extend to this district the benefit of the survey.—Roads: 9. We are fully
sensible of the great importance of improving the internal means of communication,
and in particular of facilitating the transport of articles of producec from the
interior to the coast. As regards the road from Dharwar to the port of Coompta,
which is particularly referred to by the committee, we have, in a despatch in the
Public Department to the Government of India, dated the 8th of September
(No. 21) 1847, authorized the necessary expenditure for converting it into a road
practicable for carts throughout its whole length.— Raifways : 10. The encourage-
ment to be given to the introduction of railway communication into India, and
the advantage which would attend the construction of railroads in facilitating the
transport of the staple productions of the country from the interior to the coast,
are questions which have long engaged our most serious comsideration, but the
present is not a suitable occasion for entering on their discussion,”

137. Do you know whether, in the Broach collectorate, the revenue officers
were able to obtain pretty ncarly the whole sum assessed, or were there consi-
derable arrears?—There have been considerable arrears latterly; I think
in the statement appended to Mr. Davies's report he states the amount of the
arrears,

138. Do you know that he states that in six years not less than 629,000 rupees
were rcmitted >— Very possibly.

139. And that balances were written off that were irrecoverable to the extent
of more than 819,000 rupecs?—I have no doubt that you quote the figures
correctly.

140. And further, that therc remained to be got in, if possible, more than
192,000 rupees ?—There are always, and, until the settlement has been placed on
such a footing as they hope to place it, similar deficiencies ; to men who cannot
pay, it is remitted.

141. Do you mean to say throughout the whole of thosc portions of India
where the settlement is not permanent and perpetual, that therc are constantly
arrears ?—Not in all ; in those in which the assessment is revised, those par-
ticularly referred to here in the DDeccan and the Southern Mahratta country,
which have been regularly revised and the rent scttled for 20 years, remissions
form no part of the regular system.

142. Is there any remission in those districts in the Southern Mahratta
country ?—They are not entitled to any except in the event of a general failure
of the crops.

143. Some general calamity ?—Yes ; the rent fixed upon the land is presumed
to be an average one that can always be paid, and they are not entitled to have
a remission granted. In those other districts it is considered as a right, although
the extent is discretionary with the collector ; he has not the power of giving
remissions ; but he recommends to the superior authorities the amount which he
considers ought to be remitted, according to the principles of thc settlement, and
he receives authority from the Government to remit.

144. Is the principle like this, that the collector is understood every year to
get as much as he can, when the people can pay, and when they cannot pay, as
a matter of course, he remits the amount >—Not so, because he is obliged to give
good reasons for it, not simply because he reported that so many thousand rupees
must be remitted, would they be remitted.

145. In this country we have prosperous years and unprosperous years ; in the
unprosperous years people are understood to pay their rent out of the saviags of
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the prosperous ycars; is there no such system as that in India; cannot those
cultivators by the profits of one year make up for the losses of another, or are
their profits in good or average years so little, that there is no surplus left to
enable them to maintain their position in the bad years >—I apprehend that there
is a surplus left, but then they spend it immediately; 1f you could encourage
habits of prudence and frugahty, then the rent which they do pay, they could
pay in average years; but as the collector cannot increase his demand in
prosperous years, he gets no more than the average revenue, and in the un-
prosperous years they have nothing to fall back upon, and consequently re-
missions arc required. :

146. You trace the fact of these arrears having constantly to be remitted, not
to any over-assessment by the Company, but to the improvidence of the natives,
which is so great*—Yes; I do not speak of Broach in particular; there, 1
believe, the assessment is too Ingh.

147. Is that the only district in which arrcars are remitted —They are remitted
in all districts.

148. Arc there any years in any of those districts i which no arrears are
remitted * —I should hardly say any.

140. Have you not stated that the collector, as compared with the power pos-
sessed in this country, has extraordinary powers for collecting the revenue *—I do
not think he has any higher power than an ofticer of the revenue n this country.

150. He has the power of imprisonment, and the power of seizure ; in fact, he
can take every thing on the land, and still he is not able to obtain the rent?—
I fancy the power is never exercised ; in most years the power is never exercised
at all, and never is unless the collector has reason to belicve that the rentis not
refused from inability to pay it, and that the cultivator has concealed resources ;
as a general rule, these powers arc not excrcised.

151. Is it your opinion as to the vast majority of those cases of remission, that
they anse from the inability of the cultivator to pay *—No; in many cases from
this circumstance, that by the rules of the settlement it 1s what he is not bound to
pay ; when once it has come npon what 1s called the demand, what the collector
expects at the begmning of the year to rcahze, then afterwards would arise the
remission ; a mau states to the village officer that he proposes to cultivate during
the year certain ficlds ; he imagines it 1s going to be a favourable season, and he
is charged with a certain amount of revenue; he alteis Ins mind, and does not
cultivate, or he docs, and no crop is produced from the failure of the scason; it
is then at once struck off of the account as a remission, but although it appears
as a remission, it is not a remission of revenue which he is bound to pay, or
which the collector could enforce under the rules of the settlement ; but having
once been carried to his debit it is taken out again, because he has not cultivated
that which he proposed to do.

152. In point of fuct, the revenue fluctuates with every scason, and with a
great varicty of particulars which do not affect the collection of rent in this or
other European countiies ?—Certainly ; but the great cause of the fluctuation
i the increasc or decrease of cultivation, which rests with the cultivators them-
selves.

153. Is it your opinion that a system like that, is onc under which the culti-
vators would be likely to make very much progress ?—1I should think they would
no.
154. What arc the steps taken by the Kast India Compazny now to place the
revenue upon a more equitable and more permancat footing, or arc there any steps
being taken ?—There are, both in Madras and Bombay; the.rc arc revisions
of assessment going on, as I stated before. The Bombay system is to measure all
the lands m a village; probably the Committce are awarc that the whole of
the lands are divided into villages ; cvery field belongs to a village ; the lands
of the village arc measured and recorded, and then classified according to their
degree of fertility, and other causes which may add to their value. for instance,
the distance or vicinity of a large market; and when they have been measured
and classified, a general assessment 1s fixed of so much per acre throughout
the whole district for each class of land, and fixed for 20 yecars; and as
to any one holding those lands, his rent only fluctuates with the extent of the
cultivation. If he ceases to cultivate, another person can take them ; the actual rent

to be paid for the land remains unchanged tor 20 years, and during that time he
may
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may make any change in his cultivation that he pleases; he may convert the
unirrigated into irrigated land.

155. Do not you consider that the report made by Mr. Davies is a strong proof
of the want of means on the part of the cultivators throughout that district, and
that their condition is one almost of unvarying poverty ?—It appears so in that
district, and certainly that is likely to be the case.

156. Is that not the district from which a large proportion of the cotton that
comes to this country has been derived F—Yes.

157. Are you able to state to the Committee any thing upon the subject of rail-
ways, or is that a department that you have any thing to do with in connexion
with the companies that have been started 7—No.

158. Who has had the management at the East India House of any corres-
pondence which has taken place with the various railway companies which it is
proposed to establish for India ?—I do not know.

159. It is not in vour department ?—No.

160. Do you know whether the Indian Government is doing anything in
Bombay to bring cotton over to this country under their own orders ?—As a
matter of trade they cannot, of course.

161. Are they bringing any cotton over at present ?—Yes ; that is to say from
Broach and the Southern Mahratta country, where these experimental farms
have been tried, angd attempts made to induce the natives to produce cotton in a
clean state.

162. Can you say where those experimental farms are, and how many there
are f—1I cannot say cxactly.

163. Mr. Wilson Patten.] You stated, in answer to a question from the Chair-
man, that the practice of advances to the ryots was discouraged ; why has it been
so discouraged P—1 meant that the practice of the Government officers advancing
to the ryots had been discouraged, because it was hoped that thcy might be
induced to save for themselves. So long as the cultivator knew that he had only to
go to the Government officer for advances, he would have less interest in attempt-
ing to save moncy for himself.

164. It was through the collector that the advances were made, was it not ?—
Yes; advances are made through the collector; but I think the advances that
the honourable Member Mr. Thompson asked me about, were the advances that
the village bankers would make at a high rate of interest.

165. What is the power of a ryot as to obtaining advances? —The practice is
not discontinued ; it is only discouraged ; the collectors are cxpected not to do it
indiscriminately and as a matter of course, but only where they think it is required
to enable the ryot to carry on his cultivation.

166. Was it found that the advances formerly made were a source of loss to
the Company ?—-A very little loss, if any.

107. What were the disadvantages of it *—The disadvantage of it was, that the
cultivator, so long as he could obtain advances from the Government to carry on
his cultivation, had but a small interest in accumulating capital of his own, and
the object of the endeavour to discourage it was to give him a greater interest to
save capital for himsclf, and raise himself in his circumstances.

168. Has it been found, since the practice of advances has been discouraged,
that the effect contemplated has been produced >—I can hardly say that that has
been carried, so far as to show any thing ; the object was that the collector should
do it as little as possible.

169. What is the character of the ryots; when these advances have been
made, have they been generally punctually repaid ?~-Generally speaking they
are; returns are always made of the amounts advanced and recovercd, and
generally speaking the whole is recovered.

170. What sort of person is the village banker you describe ?— A mere money-
lender, I imagine ; I have no local knowledge.

171. Are there many of them spread over the country ?—-1 think so.

172. It has been stated that the ryots formerly produced a great deal more
cotton than they do now in many of thosc districts, and that they understood
formerly the cultivation of cotton better than they do now ?—I have no reason to
believe that ; I believe they do understand it now very well; the report made by
the American planters was, that on the western side of India they could suggest
nothing to improve it, and that the ryots understood it perfectly well.

173. Mr. Bolling.] Would the collector advance upon a quantity of cotton
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F. W. Prdeauz, that was ill-cleaned, the same allowance that he would upon well-cleaned cotton ?
Esq. ~—He does not advance upon it.
— 174. Would he allow a remission of duty 7—He does not remit any thing
29 Febiuary 1848. ypon cotton already produced ; the collector does not receive the cotton.

' 175. Mr, Wiison Patten.] Whatis the general character of the ryots ; arc they
persons who employ others under them >—My impression is, generally speaking,
that they are not so.

176. Are they pcople of small tenures ?—Yes.

177. And do they work their land by themselves >—Yes, with their families,
and occasionally a little hired labour.

178. Do you know any instances of ryots wio take a large quantity of land, and
employ capital upon it ?—I should doubt whether much capital is employed,
some of the holdings are pretty considerable, certainly ; the majority of them are
very small ; ¥ cannot speak positively, but some are very large.

179. Mr. Charles Villiers.; Have you ever been in India ?—Never.

180. You do not speak from any practical acquaintance with the cultivators
of cotton?—Not at all, merely from what comes before me in the records of the
East India Company.

181. Did you say that there has been any decline in the cotton trade of late
years with India?—I have not been asked the question ; as to the production of
cotton I cannot speak.

182. Did you not say that it was a mistake to suppose that the natives ever

roduced more cotton, or ever produced itof a better quality >—I was asked
whether they did not formerly understand the cultivation better, and I said 1 did
not believe that that was the case ; the American cotton-planters say that they do
understand it perfectly, and that their methods are perfectly suited to the climate.

183. Is it the fact, that less cotton is produced in India now than there used
to be *—For the last year or two I believe there has been a decrease in the
exports ; as to the production of cotton, I cannot speak.

184. When was the export of cotton the greatest from India; you admit that
therc has been a decline, and that formerly there was more exported >—I was
only speaking as regards the last two or three years; I should doubt whether in
any previous time, say 20 ycars ago, so much was exported then as now.

185. Was there ever a time when cotton was exported in any abundance from
India to other countries ?—It has always been exported in considerable quantitics ;
I believe in the last five years it has been exported as largely as at any previous

eriod.
d 186. Ts there any rcason that you can assign why the export of raw cotton
from India should have declined at a period before the last two or three years,
when you say the increase was great?—I am not familiar with the prices of
cotton wool in this country ; I belicve that the fall in the general price would be
quite enough to explain that. o
187. In consequence of our importing so much from Americar—I presume
| so; India cotton sold 30 ycars ago for 2s. or 2s. 6d. a pound, and now it would
produce about 4d. _

188. What has directed the attention of the East India Company to the cul-
tivation of cotton lately 7—Tn the first instance I believe the great importance of
increasing the supply of cotton to this country, but the interest of the Company
in a large supply of cotton for export is very great; in the first place, three-
fifths of the revenue depends entirely upon the land. In Bengal and the
North-western Provinces, where the land revenue is fixed either in perpetuity
or for 30 years, the more the land comes into cultivation the greater is thewr
security for receiving the revenue ; in Madras and Bombay, where every increase
in cultivation adds to their revenue, it is still more their interest, and it is par-
ticularly their interest as to cotton. The Committee are aware that the{y have to
remit large sums from India to this country every year, amounting to from three
millions and a half to four millions, which must ke brought from India to this
country, and can only come through the channels of commerce; and the more
they can increase the cultivation of articles fit for exportation to this and foreign
countries, the more easy it is to make a large remittance.

189. The great object is to collect the revenue ; they have no particular object
in cotton being cultivated more than any thing else ~—They have no object as far
as the land revenue is concerned ; they have no object in increasing the cultivation

of cotton more than that of grain; they would not gain a rupee more of revenue
if
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if the cultivation of cotton superseded that of grain; but if the cultivation of
cotton brings more land under the plough, then they get a direct increase of
revenue ; but inasmuch as there is no great demand in this country for Indian
grain, and there is for cotton, the more cotton India can produce to send to this
country the more easily they will bring over the four millions which they require.

1go. If the cultivators could pay more by cultivating any thing but cotton, it
would be more desirable to encourage the cultivation of that product?—No ;
they would not pay more.

191. I think you said, that the cultivation of grain paid better than that of
cotton ; and wherever that is the case, is it not more the interest of the Company
to encourage the cultivation of that article, than the cultivation of an article that
pays less revenue ?—That was in Surat ; the collector stated there, that the assess-
ment on the land, in his opinion, did not give the ryot a good profit when he
cultivated cotton, but when he cultivated grain he did get a sufficient profit. The
East India Company have no interest in what is cultivated, one or the other.

192. Their interest being simply the revenue —If the land is kept in culti-
vation ; what was stated in reply to that was, that if grain was a more pro-
fitable cultivation than cotton, the reduction of the assessment would not induce
the ryot to cultivate cotton instead of grain; if he pays for a piece of land now
eight annas, and if he cultivates with grain he realizes a profit of ten annas, which
cnables him to pay his revenue of eight annas, and get two annas more; and if the
same land would only produce eight annas in cotton, which would simply
enable him to pay his revenuc, and get uo profit; if you reduce the revenue to
six annas, he would then get a profit of two annas by cultivating cotton, and a
profit of four annas by the cultivation of grain.

193. Is it from the notion that the East India Company would obtain more
revenue that they have been induced to give their attention lately to the cultiva-
tion of cotton 2—No, certainly not ; they have always paid considerable attention
to it, but certainly what has led them to take this particular interest lately, has
been a desire to induce the cultivators there to cultivate it, and clean it. so as to
bring it into this market fit for the manufacturers.

194. Has that been in consequence of representations made from the manu-
facturing districts in this country >—Yes.

195. When the East India Company began to dircct their attention to the
cultivation of cotton, did they not find that the culturc was very imperfect, and
that the natives did not exactly know how to prepare the cotton for this market ?
—That is not the state of the case, I believe, generally ; the American planters
state, that on the western side of India the cultivation is as good as they believe
it can be; in Bengal and the Upper Provinces they think that improvements
might be made ; the great difficulty is not in the cultivation, but in inducing the
cultivators to bring it ina clean state, and that, I believe, will not be accomplished
till you have agents in the districts who will buy the cotton from the cultivators
themselves, making it a condition that it shall be brought to them in a clean
state, There is no difliculty in their picking the cotton cleanly, but the East
India merchants get as much profit out of the dirty cotton as out of the clean;
nine-tenths of the cotton is cither consumed in thé country or goes to China ; if dirty,
it sells rather cheaper ; it is used for wadding, and cleanness is of no consequence.

190. What is the prospect of the cotton being better cleaned than at present?
—1I believe that there would not be the slightest difliculty in that, if those most
interested would take measures for getting the cotton direct from the cultivators.
One of the American planters, a most intelligent gentleman, Mr. Mercer, said that
he found no difficulty in inducing the ryots to clcan the cotton perfectly, by his ofte: -
ing two annas (3d.) 2 maund more than for it than when in a dirty state; and that the
cotton when brought to him, and passed through the gin, produced two or three
pounds more of clean cotton when freed from the seed ; and consequently he
was more than compensated for the extra price.

_ 197. Was Mr. Mercer a commercial man; who do you call the person dircctly
Interested ?—1I mcan a person directly interested in this country.

198. You say, that if they would take the proper steps, you belicve there would
be no difficulty in obtaining the cotton in the best state ?—Yes; [ believe that any
one understanding his business, located in one of those cotton districts, and
empowered to offer to the cultivators a higher price for clean cotton, would
have no more difficulty in procuring it than Mr. Mercer himself had ; he did it as
an experiment,
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199. Do you mean the cotton importer in this country, as the person directly
interested in having the cotton P—No, the manufacturer of the cotton. .

200. If he would pay a higher price, you think that he could get the article
that he required from India?—I mean if he would, by himself or his agent, bar-
gain on the spot for the cotton with the seed in it, picked free from fragments
of the calyx and leaves; he must pay somcthing morc to the cultivator,
but the article purchased would be of more value. In this particular case, 3d.
more was offered for a maund of clean cotton; and when that cotton was
passed through the gin, the produce of it was two or three pounds of cotton wool,
more than was produced out of the dirty cotton; consequently, although the
purchaser gave 3 d. more for 80 pounds, he had more than the value of the 3d.
for it,

201. In those cases where it would not answer to the cultivator with the pre-
sent system of collecting the revenue to cultivate cotton, the East India Company
would take no steps to remit the revenue, or to alter the assessment, to enable him
to cultivate the cotton P—I am not aware of any steps which they could take. So
long as therc was a special assessment on land cultivated with cotton, as there
was at onc time, then the ryot might be unable to cultivate cotton which paid a
higher assessment, when he could afford to cultivate grain that paid a lower assess-
ment. At present the same spot of land would always pay the same amount of
assessment, and it is open to the ryot to consult his own interests.

202. Do the Company attach much importance to the cultivation of cotton,
with a view to the remittance ?—I am not aware that they do to cotton in parti-
cular ; but to all exportable produce.

203. One article is just as good as another for that purpose *—VYes.

204. I understood you to say that those statements, conveyed in the memorial
from the Chamber of Commerce, were not correct in great part with respect to
the obstacles to the cultivation of the cotton?—I belicve them to be altogether
incorrect in some of the cases ; it was dated in January 1848, and yet one of their
complaints is as to the transit duties, which in Bengal, 12 years ago, were
abolished ; in Madras, 10 years ago; and in Bombay, four ycars ago. No such
duties cxist, and yet that is one of their grounds of complaint.

205. Then the modes of facilitating the cultivation of cotton in India ponted
out by the Chamber of Commerce could not be adopted ; the difficulties do not
cxist, and therefore the remedies could not be applied 2—-Just so; the difficulties
do not exist ; they have obtained incorrect information.

206. Chairman.] You do not allude to the whole of their recommenda-
tions -—Not to every one; as to those parts consisting of general complaints,
you can only give general answers. In every specific complaint they are in-
correct.

207. Mr. Charles Villiers.] You say that there are no difficulties now existing
in the way of the cultivation of cotton that the Company and Government of India
could remove >—I am not anare of one. ’

208. Therefore there is no prospect of our getting cotton cheaper than
hitherto ?—I think there is great prospect of our getting cotton cheaper and
better; but I think that will not arise from any means that the Government
has at its disposal as a Government; if you can persuade the ryot to take a
little more care in cleaning it, he will get a larger price for it; but the difficulty
is in doing that. At present the purchasers of cotton for export, I apprehend
to be the principal Bombay merchants; a merchant will give perhaps a half-
penny or a penny a pound less for dirty, than for clean cotton, and it is a
matter of indifference to him, as he will get the same mercantile profit for the
dirty as for the clean; and what the manufacturers in this country require
15 to have the cotton in a clean state, and fit for their purposes.

209. You do not attach any importance to the fiscal system of the East India
Company, as regards the cultivation of cotton ?—I believe the present fiscal system
has nothing whatever to do with it; the imposition of export duty might have
something to do with it, but that has been removed. I believe what is complained
of by the Chamber of Commerce, as to the want of means of communication, is well
founded ; but the difficulty is how to remove it.

210. I take for granted that the fiscal system is a permanent system in India,

and not likely to be altered; I allude to the assessment upon land ?—It is not
likely
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likely to be altered in its principles; the rates that are paid may be altered at
any time.

211. If it was altered, you would not attach much importance to it with regard
to the cultivation of cotton *—I do not see the possibility of the present fiscal
system interfering with the cultivation of cotton ; so long as the land is taxed only
according to its fertility, the cultivator has full power to cultivate what he

leases.

d 212. Looking at the price of cotton, you do not think that the tax upon land
really does impede the culture of it?—I cannot say that with regard to the dis-
trict of Broach ; there, I apprehend, although the assessment is fixed upon the
land, and not upon the cotton, yet still they cannot get a sufficient profit out of the
cotton, and the cotton lands will be probably turned into grain lands. The price of
cotton has fallen in India 50 per cent., so that what they could pay years ago, they
no longer can pay.

213. I understand you that Broach is best adapted for the cultivation of cotton,
and nearest to the coast>—It is close tv the coast ; I think it is probable that the
southern part of the Presidency of Bombay will turn out to be a better cotton
district.

214. There is no other tax or charge upon the cultivator of the land, or upon
the soil itself, in India, that would at all increase the cost of the production ?—
None whatever on the land.

215. There is nothing that you could point out to this Committee as a means
of facilitating any extended cultivation of cotton, with the view to our importing
large quantities of good cotton ?—The introduction of capital, and the settlement
of planters from this country would do that.

216. I think you do attach importance to facility of communication ?— Yes,
undoubtedly ; but all the roads in India are made out of the Government revenue ;
there is nothing like the parochial system in this ccuntry.

217. The East India Company have not mavy railroads ?—There are none;
those, of course, are to be undertaken by private companies.

218. Would the companies have any difficulty to procure land ?—No ; the
East India Company have undertaken to supply the land.

219. Viscount Jocelyn.] Do you know what portion of the cotton exported
from India is produced in the native states ?—I do not know.

220. Do you know what the modc of assessment in those native states is,
where the cotton is grown ?—T do not know ; I believe the mode of assessment
generally, is to fix a higher revenue upon the land than it can pay, and collect
every rupee they can possibly extract out of the cultivator.

221. At the same time, a large quantity of cotton does come from some of the
native states 2—Certainly, across the frontier; the north-western frontier; there
a revenue of cight annas a maund is levied on cotton. Taking the average
revenue of the last threc years, it would show that upwards of 78 millions of
pounds came into the Bengal Presidency from the native states to the north-
west.

222. If that cotton comes in and is re-exported, there is a drawback upon it,
is there not ?—Yes.

223. Does any quantity of cotton come down from the north-west frontier
which is exported 2—Some of it; I do not know the amount of the drawback
paid. '

224. The largest portion of that cotton is made use of in the country, is it not?
—There is an enormous consumption of cotton in the country itself.

225. Do you know anything as to the mode in which the cotton was cultivated
in that part of the country from which the Dacca muslins were made ?—The
Government of India have recently located planters there to attempt to cultivate
cotton, but it has been an entire failure in that particular district.

226. To what is that attributed ?—Principally to the ravages of insects; I
mean the cultivation of a superior kind of cotton.

227. The cotton that comes to this country, and which is the most approved as
Indian cotton, is the cotton of the country itself?—1I believe the most approved
cotton that has ever come hcre has been the produce of New Orleans, and
Bourbon seed, but it has hitherto come in no very large quantities,

228. Have not some of the American planters sent out by the East India
Company stated, that the cotton which is the natural growth of India, is fully
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equal to any of the American cotton >—I am not aware that they have ; but that
is not the report that we receive from those who use the cotton.

229. As to the remittances from India ; the remittances which are required for
this country chiefly now come howe in indigo, cotton and sugar ?—The East
India Company’s remittances are made in two ways, partly by granting bills in
this country for money paid into the home treasury, and partly by advances
made in India upon the security of goods on hypothecation. I imagine that a
considerable part of the remittance comes home through China; bills purchased
here for money paid into the Company’s treasury, are sent to Canton to pay for
tea, and thence to India, to pay for opium.

230. Would not an increase in the production of cotton materially assist the
East India Company in their remittances *—Yes.

231. Therefore the Company have an inducement to encourage the growth of
cotton >—Yes, they have a strong and direct inducement to do so; if it brings more
land into cultivation, it is an immediate increase in their land revenue.

232. Can you say in what part of India the cultivation seems most successful
as regards the assessment >—1 can hardly give an opinion; there is much difference
of opmion.

233. Yon do not know under which settlement the ryots secem to be in the best
situation ’—-I have not the means of knowing that; 1f the ryot is under a zemindar,

the zemindar may exact from lnm what he pleases.

234. Mr. Mowatt.] Can you state, of your own knowledge, the gencral price of
the cotton from Broach when about to be shipped 2— No, I cannot.

235. T asked you that question with the view of ascertaming whether you
could explain to the Committee the component parts that constitute the aggre-
gate cost; for instance what portion of it results from the tax on land, what
portion from the cost of transit, and, mn fact, how the cost 1s made up ?—I have

not the means of giving that.

236. You do not know what proportion the land-tax bears to the net value of
the cotton when abont to be shipped —The statcments that are appended to the
report of the Bombay Cotton Committee profess to give it; but I have not
the least reliance on those statements ; they arc so utterly at variance, that not
the slightest faith can be placed on one of them as to the produce of an acre

of cotton.
237. Mr. Charles Vilhers] Is it the report that has been circulated that you

state is incorrect ?—Yes ; I speak of the statements given by the revenue officers ;
they are so much at variance. They are given in different measures and different
quantities ; but if they are brought to a common standard they vary most
materially.

238. Mr. John B. Smith.] You stated that the East India Company were in
the habit of making advances to the ryots; at what rate of interest are those
advances made ?—I do not think that any interest is charged now; I do not
speak positively, but a low rate, if any.

239. In the cvent of a ryot being unable to obtain an advance from the Com-
pany, how does he obtain it >—If he cannot cultivate his land without it, he must
go to the village banker.

240. At what rate does he borrow money of the village banker ?—I cannot
speak positively, but at an enormous rate; I believe from 40 to 70 per cent.

241. A ryot has manifestly a greater advantage in borrowing money from the
East India Company at nothing, than giving to the village bankers some 70 or 80
per cent. 2—Undoubtedly, if he can get it

242. You are aware, probably, that the imports of cotton from the East Indiesto
this country have varied very much at different periods ?>—They have invariably,
cxcept in one instance, been governed by the price of cotton in this country.

243. Do you know that during the last few years the import of cotton to Great
Britain has not been more than a fourth or a fifth of the quantity which it has
been at some former periods *—1I know that it has been very much smaller.

244. How do you account for that great variation >—I believe it has arisen
from the low price in this country.

245. You think that the quantity we receive is governed by the price we can
afford to give for it ?—Yes, certainly ; there is one solitary instance in which

the quantity of cotton imported into this country has not followed exactly the prim:,l
an
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and that was the year of the China war; having lost their outlet for the cotton
into China, it was sent here probably at a loss.

246. As regards the cost of producing the cotton, are you aware what is the
cost of cleaning cotton according to the old methods ?—1I am not.

247. Have there not been very great reductions in the land-tax in the North-
west Provinces during the last few years 2— The whole of the lands in the North-
western Provinces have becn re-assessed ; they have all been fixed for 30 years.

248. Generally has there not been a reduction made in the land-tax 7—1 have
no doubt of it ; but I do not think that will lead to a reduction of the revenue,

249. You are aware that there are municipal taxes which the cultivators of the
soil and the inhabitants of a village pay, exclusive of the assessment for the land ?
—Yes, for the maintenance of the village institutions.

250. You can probably state, whether the Kast India Company have made
very great outlays within the last few ycars on canals, for the purpose of impiov-
ing the navigation of the Ganges ?—They have ; they have sanctioned the outlay
of a million sterling for the Ganges canal ; besides that, large outlays have bcen
made connected with the Jumna river, which works are in fu[frl operation. I shculd
state that those works are for the purpose of irrigation.

251. With respect to the railway projected by a company from Bombay over
the Ghauts into the interior, do you think that the fact of such a railway being
executed, and affording great facilities for bringing the cotton cultivation from the
interior to a seaport, would not greatly encourage the cultivation of cotton in the
interior, and induce many to go and purchase the cotton from the cultivator of
the soil, and induce them to clean it, and bring it into a more perfect state of
cultivation t—1I have not the slightest doubt that it would be the greatest means
of encouraging the cultivation, and increasing it.

252. You stated with respect to the territories of tributaries and other persons,
that the transit duties and customs barriers had been removed P—With rcference
to one I did.

253. Does that apply to the dominions of the Nizam, and the other states of
the Deccan *—No, it does not.

254. Has it come within your knowledge that if Cochin were made a frce port
or entrepdt under a warehousing system, in order that all kinds of merchandize
might be brought there for re-distribution according to the demand in the markets
of India, and the other countries bordering on the Indian seas, whether that could
be effected without any injury at all to the Indian revenue?—I scc no reason to
doubt that it might be effected, but I see no rcason for choosing Cochin.

255. Not from the excellence of its harbour>—That is good, I believe ; but
it is situated at the extremity of the Peninsula.

2560. Mr. Bolling.] With regard to the cotton grown in native statcs, can you
furnish the Committee with the system pursued as respects the collection of
revenue and the protection of the cultivator —No, I can give no definite infor-
mation upon that point; within the native states, I believe transit duties still
exist to a considerable extent.

257. Sir James Hogg.] Are advances peculiar to the cultivators of cotton in
India 7—Certainly not; 1 believe nothing is cultivated in India without advances,
sugar, indigo and every thing which is cultivated to be exported to this country,
every thing but the common grain of the country.

258. Is not the system of advances the general system of India, and which
pervades every produce of the soil *—Yes, and every manufacture, I belicve, too.

2509. Mr. Charles Villiers.] By whom are the advances made?—I mean that
nothing is cultivated or produced without advances being made. The indigo-
planter, for instance, advances for the cultivation before he can make his indigo;
every thing is paid for before it is produced.

260. You do not mean that he borrows from the village banker or moncy-
len;i'er, but the person who employs the cultivator advances him the capital ?
—Yes.

201. Sir Edward Colebrooke.] Do you mean that the cultivators in no case
cultivate upon their own capital 7—1I do not mean in no case; I speak of it as a
general system.

262. By far the greater part cultivate upon advances ?—Yes, either upon bor-
rowed capital or advances either from the Government or from the individual
who employs them ; the sugar planter, for instance, would have to advance money
before the cultivator would put his canes in the ground.
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263. Do you mean including the ordinary produce as well as the more lucrative ?
—Generally speaking.

264. Chairman.] That is an argument, I presume, to show the general poverty
of the cultivating class, and that there is not a class possessing capital amongst
them *—I imagine not ; I do not attribute this to the nature of the assessment,
for the same thing prevails in districts such as Bengal, where no assessment is
levied on the ryot by the Government, but the zemindar pays his revenue in one
gross sum for the whole land he employs.

265. Sir James Hogg.] To take tge greatest produce that has of late been
exported from India, indigo, are you acquainted with the system of the produc-
tion of indigo ; in the first place who advances to the ryots 2—The indigo-planter,
I imagine.

266. And who advances to the indigo planters — Perhaps a mercantile house
at the chief town of the Presidency.

267. Is that the system?—Yes, the general system.

268. Be it good or bad, I believe that the production of indigo has
increased from a few pounds to its present enormous amount, under that system ?
—Yes, and in spite of that system.

269. Mr. Charles Villiers.] At whatrate do they pay for those advances ?-—I do
not know; an indigo-planter advances the money to the cultivator, and the
cultivator returns it to him in produce; T do not mean that they take an
enormous rate of interest; I imagine that they do not take any ; they merely
advance so much, on the understanding that for every rupee advanced, they shall
have such and such a quantity of the plant.

270. Would that apply to sugar?—Yes, when it once became a matter of culti-
vation under that system ; I do not know that any has been made from the cane in
India by Europeans.

271. Advances are made there at a high rate of interest for the cultivation of
sugar >—I do not think so ; those who have produced sugar for this market, have
done it by buying the boiled juice of the sugar-cane, and manufacturing it into
sugar ; but there have been few, if any, sugar plantations in connexion with
sugar manufacture for this market.

272. The natives make the sugar, having probably received advances before ?—
Probably they may; they may have made sugar on advances from persons
to whom they were to deliver it.

273. What is the rate they pay, between 40 and 60 per cent.?—I believe the
rate paid to the mouney-lenders is one anna per month in the rupee; Europeans
have not made advances, as they probably will do, to the ryots, to cultivate
the cane and deliver the canc to them, but they have gone into the market and
purchased the goor.

274. Sir James Hogg.] With regard to indigo, the advances are chiefly made
by Europeans ?—Yes.

275. And the rate is limited r—I think that a planter advances a certain
number of rupees, to enable a ryot to cultivate indigo.

276. Is there not a limit in India to the rate of interest from Europeans ?—
Yes; but in this case a man advances, say, 10 rupees to the cultivator, and when
the indigo plant is fit for manufacture, he must deliver then so many bundles of plant.

277. Mr. George Thompson.] What rate of interest does the East India Com-
pany take on advances made for the cultivation of opium, for instance ?—I cannot
speak positively to that.

278. Opium, I believe, is grown in the Company’s territory, under the system
of advances?—It is; but I do not think that the East India Company take
any interest. The opium is all delivered to the Company’s officers at a
certain consistency, for which a fixed price is given; it is an advance in money
to be repaid in produce.

279. Mr. John B. Smith.] In cases where the East India Company have made
advances to the ryots, to enable them to cultivate the ground, do the Company
slhow any preference to any particular kind of produce ?—I am not aware that
they do.

380. Do they feel that it is more desirable to make advances to cultivate grain
than cotton 2—1 am not aware that they do; and it would be contrary to
the avowed principles of their revenue management, that there should be any
interference with the cultivator ; but that he should be left to his own option.

281. Chairman.] Can you state, distinctly, that that course is pursuecll ?—
can
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I cen state most distinctly that that is the enjoined principle, and I have no reason
to believe that it is departed from.

282. Mr. Wilson Patten.] Will you describe the nature of the payments when
an advance is made to a ryot ?—You are aware that opium is a monopoly in the
Company; as to cotton, they have no dealings in cotton at all, except for these
experimental Furposes. When an advance is made to the cultivator, he
goes to the collector or his officer, and states that he wants a certain amount of
money to carry on his cultivation, and if it is considered right that he should
have it, as it is a discretionary matter, it is advanced to him; of courseit isa
simple debt then from him to the Government.

283. For which he pays no interest at all >—At one time it was 12 per cent. ;
but my impression is, that he pays none now.

284. How is the East India Company indemnified for the advance ?—In no
other way than that it enables this man to cultivate land which otherwisc would
be out of cultivation ; if he cannot cultivate it, he ceases to pay the land revenue,
and the advance is made for the security of the land revenue.

285. Mr. George Thompson.] Do you know any district in India where the cul-
tivation of cotton has been almost extinguished by the operation of the revenue
system —No.

286. Are you aware that the assessment of Zillah Humeerpore was in the
year 1816 increased from 36 to 46 per cent. upon thc former assess-
ment, which led to the abandonment of 482 villages out of 621 ¢—I am not
aware of it.

287. You are not acquainted with the circumstances of that district?—No, it
is very recently that I have had any particular knowledge of that part of the
country.

28 8.y M. Charles Villiers.] The system of assessing land is not uniform through-
out India *—No.

289. Mr. George Thompson.] Are you aware that some years ago Mr. William-
son gave to the people of his districts the power of holding lands rent-free for a
certain number of years, that they might cultivate cotton and Mauritius sugar-
cane’—Yes; I am aware that a notification was issued by the Government of
Bombay, stating that no assessment would be levied for five years on lands under
the cultivation of cotton and Mauritius sugar-cane.

290. Are you aware to what extent lands were taken up on those conditions ?
—To no great extent, I believe.

291. You are not aware that the natives generally availed themselves largely
of the benefits of that arrangement?-—My belief is, that they did not to any
great extent ; J cannot speak positively upon that point.

292. What led to the cauncelling of those leases ?—The leases were never
cancelled ; the proclamation was withdrawn. The Government of India disap-
proved of it, and when it came under the review of the Court of Directors,
they disapproved of it also ; they considered it just as contrary to the principles
upon which they wished their land assessment to be regulated to give a bounty
upon the production of cotton, as to put a higher assessment upon it. To allow
those lands to be cultivated without any assessment, would be like placing a
higher assessment on all other articles of produce, and they directed that the
notification should be withdrawn; but in all cases where leases had been taken
on the faith of it, that they should be respected.

293. Were the leases not cancelled ?—No.

294. Was there a mere suspension of further grants of land ?7—Yes; and as to
those who had taken leases on the faith of that proclamation, they would have
them respected for the period of five years.

295. Are you quite clear upon that point ?—I am speaking from recollection.

296. Have the leases which were entered into on the faith of Mr. Williamson’s
notification, and which was sanctioned by the Bombay Government, becn re-
spected *—Perfectly so; I can put in a paragraph from a despatch to put
that beyond a doubt.

~297. The terms of the Government Order are, that the notification be imme-
dxatt&y recalled r—The notification was, that all parties who cultivated cotton and
the Mauritius sugar-cane, should hold their land for five years free from assess-
ment. The Order was, that the notification should be recalled, but all those who
had entered into arrangements to cultivate for the five years, would have them
respected. They would not cancel the acts of the Local Government.”
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298. Chairman.] Are you acquainted with the condition of those parties who
took land under that notification ; was there great avidity to take it, or did they
succeed in the introduction of sugar-cane into those districts 2—My impression is,
that very little was done upon it ; that it had very little effect.

299. Sir James Hogg.] Are you aware, from your knowledge of the assess-
ment in India, that anything exists in the district of Bundelcund that would tend
to prevent the cultivation of cotton there more than any other product?—I am
satisfied that it does not exist now ; but I cannot speak to facts many years ago.

John Forbes Royle, Esq., M. p. ; Examined.

300. Chairman.] WILL you state what situation you hold under the East
India Company ?—Correspondence referring to experimental cultures going on in
India is referred to me to report upon.

301. What situation have you held?—I was in the medical service, and
Superintendent of the Botanical Garden at Saharunpore, in the north-west of India.

302, How long ?—1I was nine ycars in charge.

303. Were you in other parts of India besides Saharunpore >—I went from
Calcutta up to Cawppore; 1 was in Bundelcund and in Oude, also in the
Himalaya Mountains.

304. Werce you m the Madras Presidency ?— No.

305. At present, what is the precise department to which your attention is
directed 7—To this expecrimental culture going on m India.

306. May you be considered the chief of the Botanical Department?’—Yes ;
any correspondence to such subjects is referred to me.

307. Is botany a science to which you have devoted great attention 2—Yes.

308. And you have been twelve years in India?—Yes.

309. How many years did you reside at Saharunpore —Nine years.

310. What were you engaged in there principally ?— 1 was cngaged m
medical duties, and in forming and improving a botanical garden, studying the
botany of the Himalayas, and attending to differcnt experimental cultures.

311. Have you made experiments as to cotton ?—-Yes.

312. Are you the authorof a work upon India; an Essay upon the Productive
Resources of India ?—Yes.

315. In that work you have treated the subject of cotton at considerable length ?
~—-It is an abstract view of what had been done, and a kind of indication of what
should be done. Itwas intended as a guide to the American planters ; to tell them
what had been done, rather than to direct them what to do.

314. Have you made the soil of India your study, with special reference to
the cultivation of the cotton plant 2—Yes, in some degree ; but the American
planters havc always stated that they consider that climate has more infiuence than
the soil ; we have tolerable information respecting the different soils.

315. Had you become familiar during your residence in India with the modes
of cultivation adopted by the natives in various districts >—Not so well in the
various districts ; I was well acquainted with the cultivation in the North-western
Provinces.

316. 1sthere much cotton grown in those provinces ?—Not a great deal ; but it
is sprinkled all over the country ; you see it wherever you go.

317. Can you give the Committee uny opinion more or less decided, that there
is reason to belicve that a large supply of cotton for the use of the manufacturers
of this country could be had from the British possessions in India ?—Decidedly.

318. And that at some future time we may hope to be relicved from that unsafé
dependence upon the productiveness of one country, the United States?—1It is a
difficult question to answer ; the consumption here is constantly increasing, and
therefore, to say that you could at a future time have enough from India is diffi-
cult; a quantity of good cotton from India, such as maunfacturers would approve
of, could be obtained in much larger quantities than 1s now procured.

319. As to the present description of cotton that we now have, and which is
inferior to the American, could that be increased to a very large extent #—No
doubt ; but I would distinguish between the American cotton and the Indian cot-
ton; Manchester gentlemen make a very great distinction between the two ;
American cotton is now being cultivated to a considerable extent.

320. You think not only that that could be extended, but that the present
Indian cotton could be greatly increased also ?—Yes, I think so. H

321. Has
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321. Has it appeared to you that there are any reasons why it does not more J. F. Royle, Esq.
rapidly increase >—The irregularity of the prices, and the irregularity of the .p.
demand for Indian cotton, are the chief causes; I have endeavoured to put down
the whole of the statistical information that I could obtain, both as to the Indian 29 February 1848.
and American cotton; that is the prices and the imports, both of Indian and of
American cotton, from 1806 to 1846.—[A4 Diagram was handed in.) (Vids Disgram, No. 1,

322. Atwhatconclusion do you arrive from that comparison?—Thatas the price * ™ ™)
of American cotton increases, then there is a demand for Indian cotton, and this
is then imported in increased quantities; but when the {:rice of American cotton
falls, then the quantity of Indian cotton imported diminishes.

3323. In what year was the largest imports of Indian cotton?—There is one
exception in this, to which I will call the attention of the Committee. In 1841,
there appears to have been the largest quantity, 280,000 bales.

324. Can you give some special reason for that?—It was at the time of the
China war; that is the exception I alluded to.

325. At what other period of time were the imports the highest before that 2—
In the year 1818, when it reached 250,000 bales,

326. What was the average price of Indian cotton ?—Near 1 s. 7d. a pound.

327. At what period had you the lowest importation?—In the year 1846,
94,000 bales.

328. What was the price in that year P—Under 3}d. in 1845; under 54. in 1846.

329. Have you observed from your inquiries that the price of American cotton
had fallen in an equal proportion from 1s.7d.?—Not in an equal proportion ;
I huve observed, that when the price of American cotton is very high, then the
difference is greater between the two than when the price of the American cotton
is low ; the two prices come nearer each other when the price of both is low.

330. Is there not, during the whole of this period, a very remarkable approxi-
mation of price ; there is the blue dotted line which indicates the price of Indian
cotton, and at an equal distance the line of red, which indicates the price of
American cotton ?-—-(R’ ery near ; the one being dependent on the other.

331. How much would the Surat cotton be worse in quality per ton in Liver-
pool than the American?—I go by the evidence of Manchester men, and I have
been told by Mr. Turner that in comparing Surats with American cotton,
which he considered, and the brokers also, cqual to 63d., which was the price
then of American Uplands

332. When did he say that ?—In the last summer.

333. How much did he think the other would be lower?—He thought the
best Surats, if sent in a clean manner, and not mixed with leaf or cut by the
saw-gin, would be worth about 1d. a pound lower.

334. At present is it not found that Surat cotton may be considered 30 per
cent. lower in Liverpool per pound than the common American >—Yes.

335. Is it your opinion that the principal obstruction to the increase of-the
export from India to England arises from thc extraordinary pregressive fall of
price that has taken place in this country ?—It seems to me that alternations in
the imports take place as the prices vary.

336. Do you think during the time that your Table includes, from 1806 to
1846, that there has been any great change in the amount of produce in India,
or in the amount of exports to this eountry ?—There was said to be a falling-off
in the Broach cultivation, in the year after the exports were very small.

336%. The fall in the price, then, discouraged cultivation ?— Yes.

337. Do you think, being acquainted with the cultivation of India, that the
East India Company is altogether unable to raise the prices, that the mode of
extending the cultivation and export of cotton to this country must be sought
for in a reduction of the cost?—I think a much better plan would be the
improving of its quality; it would, as then, command a market, instead of its sale
being dependent on the crop of American cotton. .

338. You think that improving the quality is the same thing as diminishing
.the cost ?—The Manchester peo;ﬁe whom I {ave seen, say that nothing would
induce them to use dirty Indian cotton, unless the American is very dear. .

339. Is not the question of carriage a very important one; for instance, the dis-
tance to a port ?—Yes.

340. What proportion of that which ‘leaves any of those districts, Berar, for
example, is really cotton; can you form any opinion as to what is the weight ;:f
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the seed, and leaf and dirt, aud so forth, which comes out of it then ;—] have
heard it stated very often that one-fourth is dirt.

341. Does that one-fourth include the whole of the loss until after it has been
cleaned here, in a mill in England, or only the proportion that would be lost if
made about as clean as the American cotton is ?—All the loss that the manufac-
turer considers, takes place before he can use it.

342. One hundred pounds of cotton that leaves Berar, would make 75 pounds
of yarn ?—Yes, very frequently ; I do not say that in all cases Indian cotton is so
dirty as that.

843. Does not it add very materially to the cost, the transit to Bombay, the
cost of packing it and the cost of freight?—Yes, decidedly ; it is one of the great
difficulties that the Indian commerce labours under, because all those expenses are
paid upon dirt, which takes off from the selling price of cotton.

344. From what you have seen of the cultivators of cotton in India, do you
think that they are a class from whom it may ever be expected that they will clean
the cotton better, and carry on the trade as cultivators in a more competent
manner >—Not by themselves; but I think by communication with those who are
interested in the improvement of cotton ; they are amenable to advice, and follow
instruction, if you induce them to do so; a very slight increase of price will
induce them to pick the cotton clean. I found no difficulty in inducing them to do
many things at first thought impracticable, and the American planters found no
difficulty of the kind, and also the engineers who were sent out to assist the
cotton-planters; they also give the same testimony, that they found no difficulty in
getting the natives to pick the cotton more cleanly.

345. Where a cultivator has 10 or 20 bales of cotton from his land, who is the
party to whom he sells it ; into whose hands does it next come ?—The very next
person is the village banker from whom he borrowed the money; he has a lien
upon it, generally.

346. What does the village banker do with it?—It goes through, in some
cases, only one or two hands ; sometimes eight or ten hands.

347. Does any European possess the cotton, as a general thing, before it arrives
in Bombay *—None, I believe.

348. As to any one of those parties, say the village banker, if he has advanced
a given sum of money on the land, would not his interest for the money be
better if he could obtain the cotton better cleaned, because he could get a better
price at Bombay for it -—One would think so ; but they do not take those views
of their own interest.

349. Have you made any inquiry into the influence of the revenue system
upon the production of cotton in India?—Not minutely; I have inquired gene-
rally wherever the experimental culture was going on.

350. What is the general condition of the cultivators ?—Generally poor.

351. Are they very poor?—Not too poor to cultivate cotton successfully, if
they would take the trouble.

352. Are there particular years when the cultivators of a considerable district
are completely prostrated by the failure of the crop ?—Certainly, sometimes;
and I believe that is one of the reasons which they assign for mixing different
crops with their cotton; if one fails, they rely upon the other; they mix small
grain and oil-seed crops with the cotton. *

353. Have you come much in contact with the cultivators 7— Only in the
North-western ¥mvinces.

354. Did you ever hear it stated that the profit from the land, after the
Government exactions were paid, was too small to enable a man to get up in the"
world; and that they were always down on & low level ?—1I do not know that I
have heard that. ] )

355. Does the appearance of the country and the cultivators give you the idea
that men do not rise from the condition of almost pauper labourers to that of
small capitalists, as they do in this country occasionally ?—Generally, I have
understood, but I hardf;v know the facts, that if a cultivator makes money, he
becomes & money-lender immediately. o :

356. Is there any capital; I do not mean literally, but anything that is con-
sidered capital, in the hands of those cultivators ?—.-I_ should think not, generally.

357. If you were to go into any village, and visit the houses of a hundred of

those cultivators, and you were to go again at the end of 10 years, do you think
you
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you would find any of them more wealthy than at first ; or become men of more
influence and power and money, employing labour at all, or remaining as they
were ?—1I think you would generally find more silver ornaments upon a man’s
children ; the only part of his family which you see.

358. Does that arise from their not being able to derive advantage from the
investment of their little savings, or from there not being any inducement to
increase their cultivation and their holdings?—It is difficult to say whether it
arises from the habits of the people or from want of inducement to cultivate.

359. Have you anK idea, after all parties are satisfied, the village banker
and the Government, how much per pound is left to the cultivator of the cotton?
—It is difficult to say; I do not know the quantity that is {ielded of cotton per
atre, but it seems to be sufficient to yield a profit and pay all expenses, if it were
sold in a clean state; if sold in a dirty state, it brings a low price, and there is
no regular demand fox- it in this country ; so, of course, the people in Bombay
exporting it, will give only a low price.

360. Does not every one of those cultivators know that if his cotton is cleaned,
it will fetch a higher price than if dirty, and if he does, why does not he clean it ?
—1It is as difficult to explain, as why people in Ireland do not do a number of
things which they ought to do for their own benefit.

361. Does the money-lender take it at so much a pound ; and therefore the
more dirt they can give the money-lender along with the cotton, the better for
the man who has to pay interest >—It goes through various hands; the money-
lender gets it at a low rate when first sown ; he then sells it to another ; he, perhaps,
to a second and a third ; and each of these add to their profits by adding to its
weight so much dirt; and they meet a fall in price by an increase of weight.

362. How does it acquire all this dirt >—By handfuls, very often; they take
out the cotton, and put in dirt by handfuls.

363. Is it the fact, that the cotton is often stored underground in holes ?—
Yes, that is one mode that the natives have of stowing cotton ; some consider
that it is the best mode, if they are not careless in allowing the dust to fall in;
Dr. Gibson considers that storing in pits is the best mode, if they cover them over.

364. If they have no buildings for the purpose, it appears to be the only one
that is possible ?—The sheds and houses are much more liable to have dust about
them than the pits ; grain is preserved for years in that manner.

365. Have they any mode of packing it in the interior, or is it never pressed
till it comes to Bombay >~—In Broach, where there are several of the small mer-
chants who buy cotton, they have presses to half press.

366. Not hydraulic presses >—No, wooden presses.

?67. Does it all undergo a new process of pressing when it comes to Bombay ?
— | believe the whole of it does.

368. Does not that add considerably to the expense ; the pressing it in the
interior partially, and then opening it and re-pressing it in Bombay ?—Yes ; and
the loose packing facilitates the adulteration of the cotton when in transit.

369. Have you been in the Bombay Presidency at all >—No.

370. What is the nature of the experiments for the improvement of cotton culture
which have been undertaken by the East India Company ?—Planters were obtained
from America in the year 1840 ; theyarrived in India in 1840 and 1841. The plan
adopted was first, that they should have experimentul farms, to teach the natives
and show them by practice the facility of growing good cotton at a profitable rate.
The farms were established in different parts of India; the first wish was to have
them all separated, but the planters were very anxious at each Presidency to be
kept together for the first year; four were grouped together in the Bengal Presi-
si(chy; they were sent to the neighbourhood of Kalpee and the district of Bun-
delcund ; four farms were established there, two on one side of the Jumna and
two on the other ; the advantage of which was that they had the soil and climate
of the Doab on the one side, and on the other they had access to the black cotton
soil, which extends thus far from Central India; but there were failures in all
these places from the excessive droughts in 1841 and 1842. They were then
removed, one planter to Gurruckpore and another to Rungpoor; these failed
from excessive moisture ; they had moisture during the rainy season, followed by
great heat and dryness, and immediately afterwards great destruction was caused
by numerous insects; it was the American cotton that I mention here; and the
same thing has since taken place in the neighbourhood of Dacca. o
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371. Mr. Lewis.] How did the insects destroy the cotton ?—They settled on
the bolls, and deposited their ova there; as the insects grew, the cotton was
destroyed, and the bolls all fell off. 1 would wish to illustrate the effect of
the climate; 1 have a diagram in which I have endeavoured to show the great
difficulties of an Indian climate; by the black lines I indicate a tropical climate,
in which there is great uniformity in every month, at all times. By the yellow lines,
I indicate the extremes of temperature in the North-west of India; great variation
taking place, and a rapid increase in March up to the hot months; then is
observed a decrease taking place in the rains, and at last the alternations of great
heat and cold in the Autumn months. There is also seen here by the blue line,
the hygrometer, or rather the range of the wet bulb thermometer, to show the
moisture of the air; during the rainy seasons, that is in June, July and August,
it will be observed that there is very little difference between the wetand dry bulb
thermometers, showing ' considerable moisture; but immediately the rain ceases in
the middle of September, you find great depression taking place, indicating great
dryness. This dryncss, I believe, interfered with the success of the cotton experi-
ments, but the American planters do not mention it; the inference I draw from
this is, thatif you could supply a little of that moisture, by irrigation at the end
of the rainy scason, you might save some of those crops that would be otherwise
destroyed by the dryness, combined with the ravages of the insects.

372. Have you any reason to believe that the cause which was so fatal in those
two years, is one likely to be fatal on the average of years 2—I am afraid, as far as
the cxtreme heat and dryness are concerned ; but it is desirable to see whether,
by irrigation at the end of the rains, they could not be obviated, to save the crop.

373. Mr. George Thompson.] You speak of a particular part of India, and
the cultivators of a particular kind of cotton?’—Yes, where there is excessive
moisture during the rains, followed by heat and dryness.

374. Chairman.] The whole of the district of the Ganges ?—Yes, along the
foot of the Himalaya Mountains, as at Gorruckpoor, Rungpoor and at Dacca, &ec.

375. With respect to the other farms, what was done *—They were first sent
to Tinnevelly, the most southern part of the Peninsula, in the Madras Presidency,-
which has always been famous for growing a great deal of cotton ; it is near the
termination of the Peninsula; the American planters were not satisfied ; and next
year they were removed to Coimbatoor, a little further north.

376. What success had they tlrere ?~—There the success has been very con-
siderable with regard to the quality of cotton produced; the Manchester
gentlemen who have seen it have pronounced it the finest cotton that has ever
come from India, quite e?ual to the fair quality of Uplands American cotton,
and fit for the purposes of almost all manufacturers.

377. Have you at Coimbatoor at present an experimental farm 7— Yes, under
Dr. Wight.

378.g\Vhat quantity of land is included in the farms?—He has 500 acres
under cultivation.

379. Can you say whether the system he has adopted there has been followed
by any of the native cultivators in the neighbourhodd ?—Not to any extent in the
Coimbatoor district ; he is now engaged in offering prices one-half more, if they
will grow American cotton instead of the native cotton which they now
grow there ; supposing the price of the native aotton to be 12 rupees a candy
of 500 lbs. seed cotton; he has offered to give 18 rupees for American cotton.

380. What is that a pound ?¥—It does not come to more than about 2} d. a
pound, and is sold in Manchester afterwards for 64d. ; the other farms were in the
Bombay Presidency ; there, [ may mention, the first failure was the one tried at
Broach, under Dr. Burn; that failed for the same reasons as in the North-west of
India ; the cotton grew very well in the rainy season, but immediatgly the heat
at the close of the rains came on, then the plants withered up as if they were
scorched.

381. Did that occur in more than one season ?—In two seasons; the other
farm was tried in Dharwai, where there is a moderate climate, and where the
success has been very considerable ; the American cotton introduced by Mr. Shaw
has grown well there ; it has spread to a great extent; the natives have adopted the
culture, and last year about 50,000 acres of land were prepared for its cultivation.

382. Chairman.] What is the quantity of land in Dharwar suitable for the

growth of the American cotton ?—The American planters say that they consider
both
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both the red and black soil suitable, if they have a favourable climate and a
certain degree of moisture in the rainy season ?—That is contrary to the evidence
we had before,

383. Is that district large ?—It is considerable.

384. Do you recollect seeing a pamphlet, written by General Biggs, as to the
cultivation of cotton in India, in which he coloured one portion as being that
which he supposed to be most suitable for the growth of cotton ; and do you think
it is a tolerably correct delineation of the district ?—Yes; I think that had refer-
ence to native cotton ; it is the black soil of India in which it grows best.

385. The American cotton does not appear particularly to succeed upon that?
—In all the former experiments it was not found to succeed in that soil at all, but
the American planters say that if you have a climate suitable, it will grow.

386. Do you say, with the exception of the Dharwar district, and the extreme
south of the Peninsula, that the experiments have not succeeded in growing
American cotton ?—They have not.

387. In those two districts they have succeeded perfectly well ?—Yes.

388. What is the price at which Dr. White can grow that cotton down at
Coimbatoor >—He has bought cotton from the natives ; that is the mode to judge ;
the farm, of course, is supported at Government expense, and you cannot calcu-
late it very casily. He has' offered 18 rupees, a candy of 500 !bs., this ycar.

389. Equal to about 34s.?—Yes; he bought some last year at 15 rupees.
This ‘is prospective, or rather the notice for 18 rupees was issued last summer,
but he hought at 15 beforc; the native cotton being 12.

39o. Five hundred pounds a candy will be 2/ 1s. 8d. at a penny a pound,
and 18 rupees will he about 34s.7—Yes, this is the seed-cotton ; I believe the
clean cotton came to about 54 rupees for the candy.

391. Was there as much difference between the clean and seed-cotton as
between 18 and 54 rupees. You only have 30 per cent. of cotton from the
sced-cotton. In buying seed-cotton you get rid of the seeds, but you can sell
them ; it is not entirely a loss ; very often the seed will pay for the expense of
cleaning, and enable you to keep some for seed. The statement of Dr. Wight is,
that this cotton cost him only about 54 rupees a candy, while the native ¢ost 62 ;
because you get a larger proportion of clean cotton out of the American than you
do out of the native cotton. Native cotton only yields 21 per cent. of clean cotton.

392. Where is that cotton brought to, to be shipped from Coimbatoor —To
Cochin. :

303. Viscount Jocelyn.] What distance is it from the cotton-growing districts
to Cochin 2—1 think about 60 miles, from the farm to water-carriage.

394. Chairman.] What is the expense of bringing that cotton from Coimbatoor
to Cochin ; is there a road >—A vety good road to a place where there is water-
carriage, that is from Coimbatoor to a place called Trichoor.

395. And what does it cost to bring it down there ?—About a penny for six
pounds to bring it to the Backwater, where it can be shipped ; and it goes in onc
night to Cochin.

396. What would it cost to bring it from Dr. Wight’s farm, and place it on
board ship in the harbour of Cochin?—A very little above that.

297. I\gr. Charles Villiers.) How is it brought t— In carts to Trichoor.

398. Chairman.] Do you suppose that it could be shipped at Cochin at 3d.a
pound ?—Dr. Wight says that he can land it at Liverpool for 3}d.

399. Does he include any profit in that at all; the cultivator’s profit, the
shipper’s profit, and the freight?—Yes.

400. Then the importer in Liverpool would require his profit upon it? —Yes;
that is not included, I suppose. '

401. We have had the results in each of those districts —Except Dharwar;
the quantity there has been much greater cultivated by the ryots than elsew here ;
they have taken up the cultivation themselves, and 1,300 bales were sent last
year to Bombay, of which 300 were sold at Bombay, and the rest at Manchester.

402. Is Dharwar a district ?—Yes ; it is a town and a collectorate.

403. Does the cotton from there come to Bombay or to Goa?—7To Bombay, at
an increased cxpense.

404. Is there any port nearer?—It is shipped at Comptah, and then goes north
by water to Bombay.

4035. Do you know the expense of bringing it from Dharwar to Comptah and
from Comptah to Bombay?—1I sent queries to Mr. Mercer when there, and he has
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sent me a statement, Iasked him several questions, when a Cotton Company was
getting up in this country ; and they asked me what I would recommend being
done; and Isaid, ‘I would write out to India to get all the information I could.”
Here is one of the questions I asked him; ‘“ What are the expenses~of convey-
ance of cotton ?” %he answer i, “The charges on a candy of seven cwt. to
Bomhay are about as follows: carriage by bullocks or cart to the coast, 10 ru-
pees,” that is about 100 miles; ¢ the duty at ditto, three rupees.” That has
been abolished now, and a drawback was formerly given upon that, if exported to
Curope. “ Cooly, and boat hire, one rupee. Pay to native clerk, eight annas;
freight to Bombay, 2 rupees 8 annas. Packing, 3 rupees 8 annas;” or without
the duty, 17 rupees 8 annas.

406. That would be about a halfpenny a pound?—Yes.

407. How comes it that it goes up to Bombay ; is there no port nearer ?—I
think that it would be desirable to ship at Comptah ‘or Tudri, instead of carrying
to the north ; it is an unnecessary expense ; I mentioned that to the Manchester
Association.

408. Have the Bombay houses no agencies in those places, no sort of branch
houses ?— Not on the Bombay side at all ; no European agents ; some natives they
have sometimes.

409. Was Mr. Mercer at Dharwar ?—Yes.

410. Is he in England 7—No, he has rcturned to America.

411. Have you any account of the cost of cotton in Dharwar; does it approach
to, or is it about the same as thatin Coimbatoor ? —Yes ; the question I asked
him first was, * At what price is cotton to be purchased at your nearest mart ”
The answer is, * Cotton may be bought in Ilooblee, at 40 rupees per candy of
seven cwt., which is not quite 14 4. per 1b.”

412. Is that clean cotton ?—>Such as they cleaned it in those days.

413. Mr. John B. Smith.] Was that cotton cleaned by a churka >—By a foot-
roller.

414. How much per day could onc man clean ?—I do not think that they
cleaned more than 15 pounds by the foot-roller. ¢ At what price do you think
cotton rhay be purchased from the cuitivator, either with or without making pre-
vious advances?” The answer is, “ Without advances it cannot be obtained from
the ryots at much less than the market price, and difficult to obtain n large quan-
tities. With advances it can be had at a reduction of 20 to 25 per cent.; and any
quantity to the extent of six or seven lacs of rupees worth.” ¢ What is the cost of
clesning cotton by the native process and the American gins:” The answer is,
“The cost of cleaning cotton by the foot-roller, the only native method in use here,
is at the lowest 6 } rupees per candy. The cost for the same quantity by the saw-
gins is now 4 rupees to 43 rupees ; it will be Iess when the machines are better un-~
derstood.” ‘‘ What measures would you recommend a company to adopt for the pur-
chase, cleaning and conveyance of cotton to the port of shipment ?””  The answer s,
‘¢ The measures I would recommend are—1st, The investment of a large amount
of capital in saw-gins; 2dly, the employment of proper persons for establishing
these throughout the districts, and for purchasing cotton direct from the ryots, by
making liberal advances to them yecarly, after their crops are sown. European
mechanics would be required to look after the working, repairing, &c. of the
machines, and a set of sharp young men, who would not be too lazy to learn the
native language, to look after the business of advances, &c. &c. With five or six
lacs of rupees capital, a company might with such a plan monopolize nearly the
whole cotton crop of the southern Mahratta country, benefit the cultivators, and
make immense profits, As to the method of conveying the cotton to the port of
shipment, I know of none better than the one now practised, unless Government
or companies make roads. As long as we are confined to mere tracks down the
Ghauts, it is useless to propose any thing to improve the description of carriage.”
A road has been since ordered, a cart road down to the coast, from Dharwar to
Coomptah. )

415. Do you know whether it is in progress or not?—It was ordered last
summer ; after the memorial from the Manchester Association, orders were sent
out to make it immediately; it had been under consideration before.

416. Was there a vote of money for it 2—It was ordered to be done, and the
money will be found.

417. Mr. George Thompson.] Are there not two peculiarities connected with
the soil at Dharwar; first, that it is the red gravelly soil, and is distinguished

from
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from the ordinary black soil ; and is not, in the next place, the assessment much
lower upon that soil than upon the other; you say that the American plant has
succeeded there P— It has been successful there for several years; Mr. Shaw, the
Collector, was the first to introduce it there ; the American planters were latterly
opposed to him, and stated that the Indian was as good as the American.

418. Have you any facts before you with reference to the peculierity of the
soil there?—No further than this, that the black soil was not generally found
suitable to American cotton; it was generally found that the American cotton
grew better in the red soil, and the native cotton in the black soil.

419. Is not the assessment lower upon the land at Dharwar than in the other
portions of the same country ?—1It is now, by a late change, but it was not so when
the experiments began with Mr. Shaw : I believe that it is not more than about
14 annas an acre, or something of that kind.

420. Mr. Lewis.] Do you happen to know whether the climate and soil of
Dharwar and Coimbatoor, where the American cotton has succeeded, at all
resemble the climate and soil of those parts of the United States in which that
cotton prospers >—There is one similarity, there is the moisture of climate,
which, I believe, is essential to the growth of the American plant; not excessive,
but a moderate degree for growth, and fine weather at the season of ripening. In
Alabama, Louisiana and all along the Gulf of Mexico, they have an excess of
moisture, and are obliged to adopt methods of culture to get rid of it.

421. Chairman.] Do you conceive that the experiments made at Coimbatoor
and at Dharwar are such as to give a different complexion altogether to the
prospect of increasing the cultivation of American cotton in India, or does the
success exceed any former experiments of the Company —It goes much beyond ;
the natives never took up the culture to that extent before ; the last letter that I
had from Mr. Shaw gives the details, and he says that 50,000 acres were prepared
by the ryots themselves for cultivating American cotton.

422. Why did they take it up so much more in Dharwar than in Coimbatoor,
was there any peculiarity in the people ?—I believe there is greater energy of
character amongst the Mahrattas, and the civilians took a great interest in it.

423. Is there any difference in the mode, or the amount of assessment >—There
isa difference, but not a proportionate difference ; Dr. Wight calculates the rent
in one of his experiments at 30 rupees for 22 acres in Coimbatoor, but that bears
small proportion to the value of cotton produced ; and in Dharwar it was, according
to Mr. Shaw’s statement, above four rupees an acre; it is now less than a rupee
for a soil suited to the cotton. The produce obtained from the American cotton
is greater than from the native cotton, and is so much more valuable, that it seems
extraordinary they do not adopt it; they get a larger quantity per acre, and a
larger proportion of cotton to the seed. The culture has been increasing lately.
Dr. Wight has supplied a Madras house, who are going to undertake the culti-
vation of American cotton with 15,000 pounds of sced.

424. Are there any other parts of India where you believe the American cotton
is likely to succeed ?—Yes, I think so; Dr. Wight thinks that in all the districts
of the Southern Provinces, the American cotton would succeed ; he thinks now,
also along the eastern face of the Madras Peninsula ; I think that in the Northern
Circars it would succeed ; there is a certain degree of moisture on parts of the
coast of Guzerat, and it might succeed in Central India, perhaps in Sinde.

425. Have you formed any opinion as to the number of square miles over
which we may hope to have American cotton grown successfully ?—I have not.
Dr. Wight has cafculated that the Southern Provinces of the Peninsula are ahle
to supp { one-half of what we obtain from America.

426. Is not the whole quantity of land over which you suppose American
cotton can be grown in India very much beyond the whole quantity of land now
cultivated with cotton in the United States?—Much beyond ; also allowing for
the smaller returns that you get in India than in America.

427. Sir James Hogg.] Just state the relative production of an acre in America
and in India ?—The relative production in America is stated to be from 150 Ibs. to
4001bs. of clean cotton ; in Gieorgia, not more than 250 lbs, ; in the rich valleys
of Alabama and Louisiana, they get 4001bs. of clean cotton per acre; and in
India, not more than from 100 lbs. to 150 lbs., sometimes 200 1bs.

428. Chairman.] In most of those districts to which you have alluded, is the

population numerous, or is it scanty ?— In Coimbatoor the population is
numerous.
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429. If a man were to travel through the country, if he went 20 or 30 miles
@ day, would he have the evidence of a populous country before him, or travel
many miles and see nobody 2—In no part of India that I have been in is there
a want of population.

430. Is there a population sufficient to cultivate the soil >—1I believe there is.

431. Is much of it lying uncultivated altogether >—In some districts ; but
under the head of uncultivated, there is also what is actually the pasture land
of a village, generally put down as jungle : thence they get their fire-wood, and
it is the place where their cattle graze.

432. Do you think that the cultivation of land has been extended of late years,
or rather diminishing, in some districts, or generally >—In the North-west Pro.
vinces of India, where my friends chiefly live, I know that cultivation has very
much extended since the long leases have been granted.

433. Lor what term are they granted ?—For 30 years.

434. Do you think that the granting of leases generally tends to increase the
quantity of land taken into cultivation, the produce of the land, and therefore the
revenue of the East India Company ?— Long leases in the North-western Provinces
have increased the cultivation ; I believe a sum is there levied upon the village,
and the more they cultivate the more it is for their benefit.

435. Mr. George Thompson.] The terms of those lcases are arbitrarily fixed by
the persons cmploycd to make the terms in the first instance ?—I am not aware
of the details of the management ; I have always understood that the lcases gave
great satisfaction in the North-west Provinces.

436. But the profits of the cultivator, and consequently his inducement to cult;-
vate the land, inl depend upon the terms originally fixed, and in some portion of
the North-western Provinces, I know that the terms have been more favourable ?
—Yes.

437. Chairman.] Has the American gin for cleaning cotton been adopted by
any of the natives ’—-Yes; in the Dharwar district to a considerable extent,

438. What is the expense of a gin ?—If sent from this country or from America,
404 or 50/. ; they have made gins in India for 15/, the saws being sent from this
country, that have worked as well as those sent them.

439. Does the cultivator keep a gin for his own use, or docs somebody keep a
gin as a man might have a mill to grind corn, charging a commission upon the
mill for grinding 7—The Government only had them at that time, but the natives
are willing to purchase them now as the benefits have been proved to them.  Mr.,
Shaw has sent me a document, from a native wishing for 70 gins to clean this

Dharwar cotton for themselves.
440. What quantity docs a gin produce?—300lbs. of clean cotton in the,

course of a day for 1 rupee 12 annas; the hand-gins being workod by labourers.

44). How many saws have they ?—Twenty-five saws.

442. Have there been any improvements made in the saw-gins >—The saws
have been better suited to the cotton of India, the grates are made not quite so
distant, and the mode has been adopted of moving the gin by bands instead of by
cog-wheels, which were found to be very impracticable. The engincers and Mr.
Mercer made those modifications, and all found the belts to answer the best.

443. Doyou think it succeeds as well with the Indian cotton as with the
American cotton r—1I think not quite so well with the Indian cotton.

444. Will it be an improvement to the Indian cotton ?—-Yes, I think so, if the
precaution is taken of picking clean beforehand.

445. Are any of the gins in India worked by horse-power 7—No; by bullock-
power. At Coimbatoor there is a large gin-house on the Amcrican plan with
60 saw gins; the small gins seem better suited to the natives of India.

446. What is the quantity turned out by a bullock-gin ?— Much larger than by
the other.

447. Mr. John B. Smith.] From 1,000 to 1,200 lbs. a day —Yes, I believe so.

443. Sir James Hogg.] What are the advantages and disadvantages in the use
of the American saw-gin ? ~The advantages. are, that a large quantity of coiton
can be cleaned in a very short time, and having a number of gins you can clean
an immense quantity of cotton, so as to get the crop cleaned in time to send to
be shipped and save the monsoon. The disadvantage seems to be that it cuts the
staple, and therefore I believe some spinners do not think it so good as the native
cotton cleaned by the Churka, but you get rid of a very large quantity of dirt ;
and several sawples have sold better than Churka cleaned cotton.

449 M.
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449. Mr, John B. Smith.] Does not the cutting depend upon the regularity of the
motion which is applied to the saw-gin ?—I have no doubt it does; but then the
fact is, that as'you get it in this state worked by the natives themselves, the
brokers and spinners cousider that it is cut; Iam not sure that they are right in that.
1 believe that the gin removes a small portion of the short fuzz that is attached to
the seed, and that short fuzz is mistaken for some cut cotton.

450. Are you aware that the American cotton that is cleaned by the saw-gin,
when the horse is beaten, and goes round at a quick pace, is spoiled, and when
thc motion is regular, that then the cotton is better cleaned, and of a better

uality ?—Yes, I think it is likely ; but I consider the advantages altogether coun-
terbalance the disadvantages; so much so, that it is very desirable to introduce
the saw-gin into every part of India.

451. Chairman.] What is the cause, do you conceive, of the real decline that
has taken place in the importation of cotton to this country ; is it a matter of
price entirely 2 —I think so; I find it coming up to 220,000 bales last year,

452. You attribute that to the high price in this country last year 2—Yes.

453. Do you apprehend that the imports for the coming year will fall again ?—
Yes; I have no doubt that the merchants will send orders not to send so much.

454. Upon your own showing, I presume you think that anything that would
diminish the cost of cotton in that country would have the effect there as well as
here, in stimulating the supply ?—It would ; but I understand from the Man-
chester spinners, that they will not use the Indian cotton if they can get the
American cheap ; and unless you can improve the quality, and send it in a better
state to market, itis not likely to be much used,

455. And cotton of that quality could not by any means supersede the use of
the present cottons from Americar—The ordinary Indian cotton could not; but
some of the best Surats are considered very good cottons.

456. As to the ryots, do you think that there is any inducement for them to go
on with the cultivation of good cotton?—Yes; I think if any one would deal
directly with them, and get rid of some of the middle-men, and come more in
contact with the cultivator. The purchaser, say the Bombay merchant. would be
able to give a better price to the ryot than he now gets, and he would be induced
to cultivate with care and pick his cotton clean.

457. Do you think that the recommendations of the English agents over there,
who were purchasing cotton from the natives, would have a great effect in induc-
ing them to pick it better ?—Yes, if the agents are in the neighbourhood, but not
by general instructions.

458. But suppose they came in contact with them 2—Then I think it is a most
essential matter, and sure to be successful.

459. Mr. Wilson Palten.] What are the classes of people through whom the
cotton goes, that increases the expenses 7—They are generally called Wakarias, &c.
or brokers.

460. Are they a class above the ryots ?— Yes, they are monied men ; they have
a small capital generally.

461, You say that a great quantity of dirt is mixed with the cotton, that one
person adds dirt before he hands it over to another, and increases the weight;
how is it that those parties, being superior to the ryots, are deccived by their
fellow tradesmen ?—Thcy ascertain that there is a certain weight; they know
that dirty cotton will produce a certain price and a certain profit, and that they
can hand it on without inquiry to the next person.

462. Do you think that that is one of the evils that could be obviated by &
.communication with the original producer?—Yes. .

463. Chairman.] If it was pressed there, they could not put any more into it ?
—No.

464, Mr. Hilson Paitten.] Then you would get rid of the profit of those inter-
mediate merchants ?—Yes.

465. Sir Edward Colebrooke.] Is there not much dirt collected in the transit?—
Some of it is; if a bale of cotton is rolled over mud, a portion of it would be got.

466. Isnot a great part of the cotton conveyed on bullocks ?—I think not;
Broach is the principle district; there the cotton is carried in carts, not more than
‘.’iO or 3({) miles to the port, and a little is got, no doubt, in rolling the bales over
the mud.

467. Chairman.] Are there any measures which you can recommend, that
would increase the growth and increase the supply of cotton, and will you state
particularly whether if Indian or Amecrican cotton >—IJ would recommend the
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making of roads, wherever they are desirahle to be made, and giving easy access ;
I'should think that the most beneficial mcasure will be for the merchants to deal
with the ryots as near as possible, so as to get rid of the middle-men.

408. Mr. George Thompson.] Can you point out the kind of agency by which that
immediate intercourse might be carried on ?—I will mention a fact. Some gen-
tlemen at Manchester, who are connected with a house at Bombay, desired one of
their partners there to go down to the Dharwar district to make purchases from
the ryots, but upon voing down, he found that the ryots were so well acquainted
with the valuc of their cotton, that they refused to sell to him, and sent it to
Bombay, and then they got 114 rupees a candy for the cotton, while the price in
their own district was, in previous years, about 65 rupees. This is a result pro-
duced by Government agents having bought this American cotton from the
ryots in 1846 ; 300 bales were sold in Bombay for 113 rupecs a candy, and 500
bales at Manchester at 63 per Ib. This has established the character of this
cotton, and the natives will, no doubt, go on with it.

469. S Edward Colebrooke.] lave you given your attention to the products
of India generally 7—VYes.

470. 1Is it not the case that there has been very gieat improvement both in
quantity and quality in some of the principal products of the country *—Yes,
there has been, wherever Ewopeans have undertahen 1it, as in indigo, &c.

471. Mr. M‘Gregor.] 1 observe by a Paper laid before Parliament, that
attempts are making m Ceylon to cultivate cotton ; has it come within your know-
ledge what has been done there ?—I have no knowledge of the facts, but I believe
it is practicable there on some parts of the coast.

Veneris, 3° die Martii, 1818,
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472. SirJames Hogg.] DID any gentlemen go to any cotton district in India on
behalf of any manufacturers in Manchester, with introductions to Dr. Wight, to
your knowledge *—Yes,

. 473. What was the result 7—One of the results was (for the Dharwar cotton
had already got known in the market by the previous year's operatious), that the
cotton that had been bought by the Fast India Company from the ryots was
taken, and a portion of it sold at Bombay. 300 bales at 113 rupees for the Surat
candy of 784 lbs.; that was of that ycar’s cotton.

474. Mv. Wilson Patten.] When was this 2—TLast year; I have the original
Jpaper that was sent to me of the sale of this cotton at Bombay; it may be
desirable to read it :—¢ Cotton.—The following is the result of the Government
gale of cotton, which took place at the Custom-housc on Saturday last, the 20th
instant.  'We are glad to observe that there was competition at the sale, aud

_much spirit shown, thereby offering some encouragement to the growers. Very
good prices were obtained, which proved that the highly enterprising Britisly
merchants of this city are always ready and willing to further the interests of the
Bombay cotton trade, whenever any of a good quality is brought to the market,
The sales were as follows: about 14 bales of 336 Ibs. cach of New Orleans
cotton from Belgaum collectorate, the produce of the experimental farm of
.Nuginhall, in 40 packages, sold at 120 rupees per Surat candy. About 12 bales
ditto Broach cotton, the produce of the same collectorate, in 33 packages, sold
at 125 rupees per Surat candy, About 125 bales from Khandeish collectorate,
the produce of Dhurrungaun factory, cleaned by Government saw-gins, in 349
packages, sold as follows: 159 packages sold at 107 rupces ; 180 packages sold

at
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at 124 rapecs per Surat candy. About 42 bales ditto from the same collectorate,
the produce of the Julgaum factory, cleaned by the Government saw-gins, in 134
packages, sold at 132 rupees per Surat candy. Ahout 307 bales ditto, from
Dharwar collectorate, in about 1,000 packages, sold at 113 rupees per Surat
candy of 784 1bs.” The 1,000 dochras of Dharwar cotton was bought by Iligen-
son, Cardwell & Co., aud accidentally the sample dochras had been slightly
damaged on the outside ; when the whole lot was unpacked at the serews, the
purchaser said they considered it better cotton than either of the other lots, exeept
that from Julgaum. I may state, last vear, that the gentlemen in Manchester
directed their agents in Bombay, that they should send down to buy the same
cotton in the district this year; but that the natives having now a knowledge of
the value of this cotton, preferred, I understand, sending it to Bombay, and
there they got this year, 114 fupees for the Surar candy, when the native cotton
was sclling for about 75. .

475. Mr. John B. Smith.] Has that price induced them to increase their cul-
tivation %—Yes; I have a letter from Mr. Shaw, saying that there were 50,000
acres prepared by the natives for cultivation with this cotton ; he did not think
that the whole of this had been planted, as the scason was not favourable.

470. What increase is that upon the previous cultivation 2-~It has been in-
creasing every year; tirst, 600, 4,000, 6,000, and 21,000 the last year’s increase.

477. Chairman.] Do those 50,000 acres include the land that hefore grew the
native cotton of India, or the land that has been afresh turned to the cultivation
of cotton ?—-It is partly hoth; the native cotton has heen displaced by this cotton
in several instances ; they get more per acie, thatis, more pounds per acre of sced
cotton ; a greater proportion of clean cotton out of the sced eotton, and a higher
price hesides; I speak now of Dharwar; but this ebservation of the value and
out-turn of the cotton will apply to other disriets.

478. Mr. John B. Smith.] Is that cotton cleancd by saw-gins 2--Entirely hy
the hand-gins, some of which were made in the country.

479. Mr. George Thompson.] In what parts of India, as far as your experi-
ments have gone, has the American plant heen found to prosper ? —In the Dharwar
distriet, and in the Coimbatoor district.

480. Can vou convey to the Committee any idea of the extent and soii in those
districts in which the American plant might be grown ?2—Dve. Wight has made a
calculation that, in the Peninsula, there are about 7,000 square miles fit for the
cultivation of American cotton.

481. Would those 7,000 square miles be one general description of soil ?—
There are two descriptions of soil; formerly we used to think that the American
cotton would not grow in the black soil ; that was according to all the previous
evidence, as mentioned in General Brigg’s work and in my own; by the recent
experiments, the Americans state, and they are positive about it, that wherever
there is moisture of climate, that is, a certain degree of moisture, the American
cotton will grow in the black soil ; much of the Dharwar cotton has been grown in
that soil.

482. Have you yet ascertained to what extent you can command that lighter
red soil in which the American cotton has been found. I helieve, invariably to
prosper P—There are great tracts of it in the sonthern provinees, and Dr. Wight
thinks, and he is going to put it to the test, that it may he cultivated along the
eastern face of the Peninsula, nearly from Cape Comorin to Ganjam.

483. Sir Edward Colebrooke.] Have you direeted your attention to the im-
provement which other articles of produce have, in Indix, undergone under our
Government ?—Yes.

484. Tlas there not been great improvement in the quality of numerous other

Varticles besides cotton 2—Yes; sugar has hbeen very much improved.

485. And indigo as well 7—Yes.

486. Has it not been also the case with opium ?—That has been, I believe,
entirely improved by the Indian Government; it was known to the natives.

. 487. It was introduced by native enterprise hefore ?—Yes; it is not a plant
of India, and it was introduced hy the natives origjually from the north.

488. And then taken up by the Government !—Yes.

- 489. With regard to silk, has there not been a great increase and great im-
provement >—There was an increase and a great improvement in silk made by
the East India Company, but I understand that of late years it has not increased.

490. Can you describe the system under which those improvements have
taken place 2—Almost alwz:%rs by European agents and European capital.

491. So that whatever difficulties the cultivators may be labouring under, that
. 0.41. E 2 has
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hagq not prevented a very great improvement in particular articles of produce ?
—No.

492. Cotton has generally remained stationary, has it not 2—Yes ; I believe
that is the case.

493. In what parts of India have those great improvements taken place ;
uniformly over India or in particular districts ?—They have been-made in dif-
fereut parts; for instance, silk is confined to Bengal ; there is a moist climate
there. The Bombay Government have been making experiments for the last 10
years in the Bombay presidency, but they have not succceded, apparently from
the dryness of the climate.

494. Is not indigo almost wholly confined to the Bengal presidency ?—Yes;
hut there has been a good deal attempted in Madras latterly.

495. When European enterprise has been applied, has not it been largely
accompanied hy the leasing or. the purchase of lands; do not the indigo planters
largely take lands into their own management —1I think not. They more gene-
rally engage with the ryots to cultivate so much of the plant for them ; they
buy it in that way, and then they manufacture the indigo themselves,

496. When an indigo factory is cstablished in any district, it generally is
accormpanicd, in order to maintain some control over cultivators with a large
occupation of land ; whether on the part of the lessees from the proprictors or the
purchasers? —Some portion of it, I have always understood, is so; I have not been
much in Bengal; but the mode adopted is to make an engagement with the ryots
to cultivate a certain quantity of the plant, and to buy it from them at certain
rates; they then manufacture it as they are now doing with the sugar.

497. Has that been carried on to any considerable extent generally either in
the Bombay or Madras territory 7—There are very few European residents in
those territorics.

408. But there is a large European capital both in Bombay and the ncigh-
bourhood *—I am not acquainted with the proportion of capital ; there are no
European residents in the interior of Bombay ; or there may be two or three.

499. Chairman.] Is the sugar exported from India chiefly the produce of the
Bengal presidency ?—It has been so; it is cultivating in Bombay and Madras.

500. Sir Edward Colebrooke.] 1 believe sugar has been greatly cultivated in
Madras ?—Y'es, of late years.

501. What system has been followed there by the natives, or by the European
capitalists >—I am not prepared to say.

502. Chairman.] Are there not some companics formed for the cultivation of.
sugar; 1 mean companies of Europeans with European capital?—I have under-
stood so; no doubt there are some in Bengal.

503. Mr. Wilson Patten.] You say that the cultivation of indigo, sugar and
opium has been carried on by means of British capital ; is the agencey in all those
three articles the same as itis with regard to cotton, and is it carried on through
the same hands, and by the same means>—No; and I think the reason that
cotton does not succecd is, because there is not something of the same agency.

504. What is the agency with regard to the indigo ; is that direct between
the purchasers and the producers without an intermediate agency 7—Yes; the
indigo planter may be the agent of a European house, but is very often of a
Calcutta house. The indigo planter engages directly with the ryots to cultivate
certain quantities of the plant for him ; that is the most gencral way.

505. What description of person is the agent; is he an European 2—Generally ;
almast always. Bengal is covered with European factories,

506. Isit the same with regard to sugar and opium ?—Opium is a Govern-
ient monopoly, and thereforc the Government agents engage with the ryots to
cultivate the poppy and prepare the opium.

507. Have you any idca of the difference of expense in carrying on the operations
in that way with regard to the purchase of cotton ?—You have the minimum of
expenses in this way : you obtain the plant at a rate at which the ryot is able
to cultivate it, and then the agent manufactures. So in the case of cotton, if
agents were employed to purchase the cotton directly from the cultivator, and to
clean it, I conceive that afl the deterioration would be got rid of, and the profits
which are lost to the cultivator, would be shared between him and the merchant.

508. Is there any process that the indigo goes through in India, between the
time when it leaves the hands of the producer and the time that it arrives in
this country ?—The indigo planter manufactures the indigo ; he merely buys the

plant, and then subjects it to a manufacturing process.] This i3 not neccssary with
cotton ;
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cotton ; there would be simply the cleaning, which the agent could do better than
the ryot.

509. Have you been during your residence in India in any of the native states?
~—Yes; I wasin Oude, and in Bundelcund ; in several of the small native states.

510. Had you an opportunity of observing whether in those states there was
any difference in the state of the ryots and the production of cotton compared
with those under the government of the East India Company 7—No; I do not
think there was in cotton, in those times; 1 do not think there was much cotton
cultivated ; I saw it in Oude, in the Doab, and in the Table Land of Bundelcund.

511. You cannot state whether in the native states the cultivation of cotton is
carricd to a greater or less perfection than in the states under the government
of this country ?—Not from personal knowledge ; but I think that I can give an
answer to the question. But in the whole of Central India and i.: western India
the cultivation, whether in the Company’s territories or in the native, is better
than on the Bengal side or other territories ; the pcople of the west seem to under-
stand the cultivation much better ; they have the drill hushandry, for instance ;
they usually sow the plant by itself, and they observe rotation of crops.

512. Both natives and those in the East India Company’s service*—Yes ; the
whole of Western India, whether in the East India Company’s territories or not.

513. There is no observable difference between the state of the ryots and their
cultivation in the native states and in the Company’s states 2—I have not been
in the principal cotton districts, certainly, of Western India, which have been
always cotton districts; there was no ‘perceptible difterence, as far as I can re-
member; the cultivation was bad in the parts I saw. T did not get as far into
the interior as where the good cultivation commences, and it is only recently, from
Mr. Mercer’s passing through that country, that we have had this information
about good cultivation in Central India ; that is, drill husbandry, combined with
rotation of crops.

514. Who takes charge of the cotton from the producer in the native states,
to bring it to Bombay or the outports ?—The native merchants generally make
engagements with the ryots to purchase cotton from them at a certain rate; I
have a paper on this subject by Captain Reynolds, who was a long time in the
Nizam's service ; as the paper gives an account of the process, I can put it in, or
read it.

515. Is it a precise account with regard to the manufacture or the agency 2—
It is about the agency and the transmission, and the cultivation altogether; he
was a long time in Central India, and therefore I applied to him to give me cor-
rect information.

[ The same was read, as follows :]

“ The Berar Valley, which is bounded on the north by the Vyndhea Range, dividing it
from Bhopal and the Nerbuddha provinces; on the south by the Hingolie and Aurengabad
districts of the Nizam’s country ; on the east by the Nagpore State, and on the west by
Khandeish, is peculiarly suitable tothe cultivation of cotton. Itis very well watered by a branch
of the Taptee river, running from east to west, with numerous tributary streamlets from the
north and south. The chief town is Ellichpoor, a military station, but as a place of trade,
Qomroutee, or, as it is styled, ¢ Peth’ Oomroutee, is the most flourishing in that part ot
India. It swarms with Marwaree firms, and most of the nfluentiol Sahookars of Upper
India, as well as of Bumbay, have correspondents or branch houses there. The celebruted
Dhunraz Seth, notorious for the accusations made against him by the Thugs, and the ¢slip-
pering’ he underwent in the bazaar, by the award ofa Punchayut, made Oomroutee his head
quarters, and was extensively engaged in cotton speculations. His suboidinates were esta-
blished in every pergunnah in the Berar Valley, and they made advances to the cultivators, or
assisted them 1n paying their kists, on the agreement that the produce of their cotton ficlds
should be placed at the disposal of their employer. In all bargains of this natare the
Marwaree is usually the gainer, and the result was that a very large portion of the cotton of
the district passed through Dhunraz’s hands. Oomroutee was the depot for the 1eceipt of the
raw cotton; there were large warehouses for storing it as it arrived from the country, and it
was cleared from the seed, packed, and despatched to the coast, either by way of Murzapoie
to Calcutta, or direct to Bombay. Since the opening of the road from Nursingpoor on the
Nerbuddha to Mirzapoor on the Ganges, much of the cotton on the Berar VulToy has found
its way to Calcutta, which previously was transported to the western coast. This change in
the route is mainly attributable to the oppressive system of transit duties in force in the
Nizam’s country; the whole of it being subdivided into small districts under different
revenue farmers, the cotton is liable to a fresh impost on its entry into each, the amount
often depending on the arbitrary will of the collector; added to this, as Jagheer villages are
numerous in thut part of the country, the cotton is detained for additional duty in transitu, it
it chance to pass through the lands appertaining to the Jagheer. 1t will be readily peiceived
how great a check is thus given to the increase of expoits from the country; and to obviate the
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difficulties, a system has been established under the denomination of ¢ Hoondakhara,” or
contract for the transportation of goods, including the payment of all duties to the Company’s
frontier. The contractors, who are called ‘Hoondakurs,” enter into engavements with all
revenue farmers and contractors of transit duties, to pass all merchandize through their
limits, on o fixed rate of duty. Oomroutee being the point of departure, the route to the
western coast 1s regulated by the facilities afforded by the farmers of revenue in the mter-
mediate districts. In determiming the rate the ¢ Hoondakars’ are influenced entircly by the
lowness of the rates of duty in a pergunnah, and they avoid those in which the demand is
excessive ; consequently 1t becomes a very devious one, taking every point of the compuss in
its way. The cotton exported m this manner 1s of course much longerexposed to the influence
of the seasons, und contiacts much more deteriorating matter on the surface of the bales.
By a memorandum which I have by me, I find that mm the year 1236 the chaige of the

" Hoondakars for duty between OQomroutee and the Bombay frontier was 3 Iyderabad rupces

per bullock load. exclusive of the carnage.”

516. Can you bring that load and the charge upon it under some denomination
that the Committee may understand r—I think that a ITyderabad rupce is about.
14 annas.

517. What is a bullock load F—About 240 1bs.

518, Chairman.] You speak of transit duty 2—Yes, which the farmers in the
Nizam’s territory had to pay 12 years ago.

519. Mr. Wilson Patten.] Have you any document to show about what is the
amount of cotton produced in that district *—No, L have not ; [ helieve the cotton
is considerable ; the climate is extremely favourable.

520. As much as in those districts to which you have alluded in the south 7—
We have no experience of American cotton in those distiicts 3 I especially allude
to the American cotton, because the Manchester gentlemen insist upon its being
s0 far supcrior to the native cotton.

521. What is the nature of the climate ?—1Itis a rich moist climate ; the mois-
ture is excessive ; but that may be controlled.  For instance, Mr. Mercer, in
passing through, thought that the American mode of cultivation which gets rid
of the moisture, as in Louisiana, could he adapted to the climate of Central
India, and, therefore, that the American cotton might succeced there, and not
be liable to the change which drought occasionced in other provinces; the
experiment is worth the trial

522. Is it possible to establish English agencics in native provinees, as well as
in those under the British Government 2—1I should think it would be very casy
to establish an agency at Oomroutee; Mr. Fenwick is at Khamgaum imme-
diately on the fronticr. He is mentioned in Mr. Chapman’s report on the Wes-
tern railroad.

523. Are there any English agencies established in those native districts 7—
No; but Mr. Fenwick is in the interior; Mr. Dickinson is at Poonah engaged
in the cultivation of sugar; but 1 can hear of few Europeans in the interior of
the Bombay Presidency.

524. Mr. Lewis.] ‘There is nothing in the state of the law to prevent the esta-
blishment of English agencices in the native states ?7—Nothing.

525. Mr. Wilson Patten.] Is therc any thing in the state of society; any
greater difficultics or any less sccurity 7—1 should think not.

526. Viscount Jocelyn.] Do you know whether, in those native states, they
use the improved machinery 7—No, not at all.

527. Ilas any attempt cver been made to encourage the use of the improved
machinery ?—1I think not; and it has only been recently that there has becn
superior machinery; there had been very slow progress hitherto, but now a rapid
progress is making; at first the machines were much too large, and building enor-
mous gin-houses like manufactorics frightened the natives ; they had, moreover,
to bring their cotton some distance; the present plan is to make small engines
of 25 saws, and to let them out or send them round to the villages, and let the
villagers have the use of them, or to buy them.

528. Suppose they had the improved machinery in those states under the
Nizam, do you believe even then that they would be able to eompete with the
cotton that is produced in Coimbatoor, and those districts to the southward,
where improved machinery is likewise used ?—I would make a distinction
Detween the American and Indian cotton ; the American cotton has succeceded
experimentally in any large quantity only in the Dharwar district and in Coim-
batoor; in many other places in a small quantity; but knowing that the
American cotton has so often failed, I could not say without an experiment being
made that it would succeed there; I therefore make a distinction between the
two cottons; the native cotton could no doubt be improved and better cleane](;.(l

529. Di
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529. Did you not say the other day that you had turned your attention to the
production of cotton in America, the mode of cultivation, and its production
there ?— Yes.

530. Do you know the cost of production in America ?— I inquired originally,
when the experiments were commenced, and got a paper with information on
that point, which, if the Committee think fit, I will put in; I received it from a
Liverpool merchant, giving the then supposed expenses, which amounted to 3d.
per Ib.; I was told by an American planter lately that they could sell it for
eight ccnts, which corresponds very nearly with the above.

531. Mr. George Thompson.] Before we leave the question of European agency
in obtaining cotton, will yott state to the Committee whether, from your own
knowledge of the circumstances of the country, the peculiar landed tenures, and the
village institutions, and the immneinorial customs of the people, do not interpose
together an insuperable obstacle to any extensive occupation and cultivation of
the land by direct European agency ?—-There are two questions there, whether
the agent is supposcd to enltivate, or whether he is merely to engage others to
cultivate for him.

532. My question supposed that he would cultivate himself?-—I do not recom-
mend the European' cultivating; what I recommend is, that he should engage
the natives to do that for him.

533. From your knowlcdge of Bengal, that is the usunal mode of obtaining
opium and indigo and sugar, and any other descriptions of produce that come
from that country ?—Yes, those you have enumerated ; I suppose they cultivate
grains without agency ; butfor sugar, indigo, and all articles exported, engage-
ments arc made with the ryots to cultivate at certain rates.

534. Then the chief duty of the European on any given spot would be to aid
the cultivator by means of advances to secure some market for the produce, and
in the way of preparing the produce, whatever it was, for the market in the best
manner ?—Yes, that would be the chief use of the agent, and the way in which
he would be most beneficial there; because Europeans can seldom cultivate so
cconomically as the natives can.

535. Chairman.] Speaking of European agency, you do not include in that
any mode by which the Europeans should cultivate the land themselves in the
same way as a farmer does here2—Not at all; 1 should say where it has suc-
cceded, if he wishes for American cotton, he should engage with the ryots at cer-
tain rates to grow it for him, and pay for it when the cotton is delivered, or
make advances if he pleases ; as something may be saved by making advances.

536. Sir Edward Colebrooke.] Practically that system has been followed out
to an immense extent in the Bengal provinces ? —1t has.

537. How do you account for it that it has not been tried in the case of cotton,
if the cotton is susceptible of great improvement ?—One thing is, that there is a
great uncertainty in the value of native cotton in this country ; the manufac-
turers here will seldom purchase the indigenous cotton when they can get the
American cheap ; and the Indian cultivator has no inducement to cultivate,
because if he has a bad crop of other things, he is surc that that bad crop will
insure him higher prices ; but if the American cotton be at a low price, he is told
by the merchants, *‘ We do not want your cotton this year.”

« 538. Chairman.] There having been so much improvement in sugar, indigo
and silk, how comes it that there has not been an improvement in cotton, which
has overcome that objection ?—I suppose the profits are smaller, and they require
ta he extended over a larger territory.

. 539. Sir Edward Colebrooke.] In those districts in which cotton is mainly
cultivated, you cannot say whether European enterprise and capital have been
applicd to other products and with success —The cotton districts are chiefly in
Bombay and Madras and in Central India; the Bengal districts used to be
cotton districts, but the cotton is not liked here at all, it is so short and woolly.
There are but fow Europeans settled in the above cotton districts; they are
congregated in towns.

5.40. The improvements in cultivation by British enterprise have more ex-
tended to the north of India than to the Bombay and the Madras territories ?—
Yes, till within the last few years. ) '

541. That aPplies generally to all the products in Northern India compared
with the South 7 —Yes; to the Bengal Presidency.

542. Wasnot a very fine quality of cotton grown in the Dacca country, and
were not manufactures there flourishing ?—It is doubtful whether it was the
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fineness of cotton or the delicacy of the native hand in working it; if you examine
it under a microscope, the cotton is not finer than other cotton.

543. Was it not longer ?>—Not longer than other Indian cotton; the delicacy
of the fingers of the natives prodaced the fine muslin.

544. Is not a considerable proportion of the dirt which the native cotton accu-
mulates derived in transit 7—It is in some respects, where it has to go a ¢onsi-
derable distance on bullocks ; but there are systematic modes of increasing the
weight, and that you will read of in any accounts of the cotton districts. The’
cotton is spread out at night to collect dew, and extraneous matters are added.

545. When carried on bullocks, which is an open air traffic, is it not' thrown
on the ground and ncglected in passing from one district to another ?—I think
bullock transit is objectionable ; but that does not apply to all Indian cottons.

546. A great amount of dirt is accumulated in the course of its transit in long
bullock journeys ?—That which is external to the mass is, but if you examine a
bale in the interior you will find dirt there as well as in the exterior part.

547. You do not think that it adds materially, so as to make much difference 2 —
I think bullock travelling does lead to the accumulation of dirt.

548. If an agency was established in the country without better means of com-
munication, a certain portion of the same injury would take place in the transit as
now ?—If it was conveyed in carts or by a railway, it would not take place.

549. Is not great injury done to cotton even in the transit on the rivers from
the loose mode of communication by the native boats 2—Not much comes down
the Ganges now ; the Broach districts are close to the sca; the cotton has not
more than from twenty to thirty miles to go to the port, but the same adulteration
takes place between that and Bombay; small boats come off from the coast to
sell liquor, they take cotton in exchange, and the dirt is put in to supply weight.

550. The notion was that even in water carriage great injury was done >—If
loosely packed, it will suffer a good deal of damage.

551. By the present mode of communication in India they do not take the same
care in packing as by a ship ?—No ; but that is one of the great defects of India
generally ; they neglect the packing and sending of these things to market in a
proper state, a subject which is attended to in other countries.

552. Mr. Lewis.] Could you state at what time the attention of the East India
Company was first directed to the encouragemcnt of the growth of cotton?—
Experiments have been made at various times, the earliest in 1788.

553. What was done then *—I think reports were called for, and sceds were
distributed to the natives; Dr. Anderson in Madras was occupied for many years
in distributing seeds procured from different countries, and subsequently farms
were established ; an American, Mr. Bernard Metcalfe, was sent out, with some
American gins, to clean the cotton; that was in 1813.

554. Measures have been taken at different times between 1788 and the time
when the 10 American planters went over to encourage the growth of cotton
in India ?—Constantly ; in 1788, 1813, 1818, 1831, and 1836 ; all these were
periods when experiments were made.

555. Can you give the Committce any information as to the demand in India
for raw cotton -—There is a constant demand in India for cotton for the clothing
of the natives themselves, and that of course consumes a considerable proportion
of what is grown ; and therefore the casual demand of Europe, I think, is small,
compared with the constant demand for home consumption. .

556. What proportion do you suppose of the cotton grown in India is taken up
by the native demand ?—I do not know, but immensely greater than what is
exported ; the home demand consumes much very more than the export trade.

557. Do you think as much as 5-6ths of the whole production are consumed
by the domestic demand ?—I should think it is, and more than that.

558. In what manner is the native raw cotton consumed in the country; is it
manufactured, or consumed in the raw state ?—1It is consumed in two ways; it
is manufactured into cloths of various kinds, and it is used for wadding. Instead
of wearing a woollen coat, a man will wear one padded with cotton jn cold wea-
ther; the refuse from the cotton employed for manufactures would be used for
wadding ; they putalayer of wadding between two layers of cloth. As they put
thert. layer of raw cottoh in the inside, very often very dirty cotton is used. That
is one rcason why they 'haye .not a suflicient inducement to, clean it; there
heing an extensive sale for dirty’cotton. - C C w .t
“*559. Is it not well known that there is a large importation of English manu-

factured cottons into India?--Yes; very large.
560. Does
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560. Does not that tend to supersede the native manufactures more and more
every year ?— Decidedly.

561. If the condition of the cultivator throughout was improved, and if an
increased demand for cotton manufactures occurred in India, is it likely that the
demand would be satisfied rather by imported cotton or by an increased demand
for native cotton ?—I think it most probable, that if European manufactures
were offered to the consumer cheaper than he could get the native manufactures
for, he would buy the imported cotton.

562. Ts it likely that the price of the native manufactured cotton would be
lower than that of the imported cntton ?—It is not.

563. Is there any external demand for Indian cotton except the English
demand ?—The demand for China; I have endeavoured, in a diagram that I beg
to hand in, to show thjs. This is a diagram different from the other, but in which
the export to China and the exportto Great Britain are both given. The light
%nades indicate the exports to China, and the dark shades indicate those to Great

ritain.

564. Mr. #ilson Patten.] Are those all raw cottons ?—Yes.

565. Is there any export of manufactured cotton to China ?—There used to be ;
I do not know that there is any now.

§66. Sir James Hogg.] Do you consider that the cotton is capricious in its
growth as to soil and climate ?7—1It is not capricious; but it requires a certain
climate ; as this is not regular in India, the crops often fail.

567. With your knowledge of the soils of India and the growth of cotton, if
you were asked as to any particular sced, do you think you would be competent
a priori to state whether it would or not succeed in any particular soil and in
any particular climate in India, or would you require to know the practical
result ?—1I would only form an opinion now from the results which have been
obtained in particular situations, and I can say confidently that such and such
results will take place in those situations.

568. Have the results which have actually taken place been in conformity with
the opinions entertained by those most competent to judge?—To a certain
extent it has been always felt, as I have mentioned in my own work, ‘¢ 1llustra-
tions of Himalayan DBotany,” that a certain degree of moisturc in the climate
seemed essential ; I do not think that the vicinity to the sea is essential, but it
produces a peculiar climate, characterized by moisture with the free circulation
of air, and therefore, if such moisture occurs at a distance from the sea, you
may rely upon succceding in the cultivation.

569. Take America; is not the growth of sea-island cotton very capricious ?—
It will not grow in the interior at all ; it is only in the vicinity of the sea that
it succeeds. -

l,570. Has not that seed been tried in the vicinity of the sea in India >—Yes,
it has.

£71. And without success *-~Without success to any extent; there are some
very fine specimens that have been produced by Mr. Elphinstone ; he produced
some very excellent specimens of sea-island and other American cottons at
Rutnagherry, which were sent to Bombay, and sold at very high prices.

572. But those were very small experiments? —They were comparatively small
experiments, but a good many bales were produced; it was not merely a
garden experiment, as there were several acres cultivated.

573.- | believe that the first cotton planters, after deriving all the benefit they
could as to soil and climate from information obtained from those most com-

tent to inform them, were in crror as to the localities first chosen ?-—Completely
In error in some situations ; they were not sufficiently acquainted with, nor did
they pay attention to the information offered to them as to the excessive dryness
of the Indian climate at particular times. I had a letter from Mr. Mercer, from
Egypt, and the first thing he mentioned was, that he could not conceive how
cotton could grow in the midst of water. In Louisiana the whole effort is to get
rid of surplus water, butin Egypt they must supply water. When the Americans
got to India they were unfortunate in the nortK-west provinces, at Kalpee, which
was near rather a famous cotton country, in having only six weeks’ instead of
three months’ rain during the two years that they were there. As they were
promised rewards according to their success, directly they saw that the success
was not very certain, they wanted the farms to be established somewhere else.
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574. The first experiment failed from excessive dryness >—Yes; and in those
two years they had only six weeks instead of three months of rain.

575. They then removed to a damper soil and climate ?—Yes, they did ; they
.Bent to Gorruckpoor and to Rungpoor, and subsequently one was placed at

acca.

576. Then I believe those experiments failed from excess of moisture ?—Yes,
from an excess of moisture, followed by dryness at the end of the rainy season ;
that is, in the months of September and October. Immediately the rain ceases
the atmosphere becomes very clear: the sun is powerful in that month, and the

‘dryness becomes excessive in the daytime, and the soil heated ; I think the change

from the great moisture to the great dryness destroyed the plants.

577. You are of opinion that a great deal of practical benefit has arisen from
the very failures of tKe experiments 7— Decidedly ; I think we understand what
is necessary to attend to better than before. “

578. From the experience purchased by those experiments, you think that we
are more likely to understand what soil and climate will suit particular seed 72—
Yes, to a great extent. )

579. Have there not been diversities of opinion between the American plan-
ters and Dr. Wight, Mr. Mercer and others, most competent to judge whether
it was desirable to plant the cotton very low and near the sea, or upon higher
ground ? -— There were diversities of opinion between Dr. Wight and the
American planters as to what was required, and what climate and soil were the
best suited ; for instance, when the Americans first wént to the southern parts of
India, they preferred growing American cotton in the black soil, which all our
previous experience had shown it would not succeed in ; and Dr. Wight's experi-
ments succeeded better in the red than in the black soil. The Americans, from
the external resemblance of the black soil to the alluvial soil of Louisiana,
naturally perhaps insisted upon that being the best ; they afterwards found it
more difficult in a dry season to grow cotton in the black than in the red soil ;
but they also ascertained the great influence of climate.

580. From the result of the experiments, are you of opinion that it is more
desirable to extend the cultivation of the American sced, or to improve the cul-
tivation of the indigenous plant ?—I would divide the question into two parts.
The American cotton is so highly appreciated by Manchester gentlemen, and
sells at so high a price, the reports from the spinners are so favourable, while the
deputations we have seen are so positive as to its superiority, stating that there
is no comparison, and therefore wherever you can grow the American cotton,
they recommend that you should use all your efforts to propagate that kind.
In other districts the American cotton does not succeed where yet the Indian
does very well, and produces very fair cotton. In these districts, I would intro-
duce cleaning machines, and facilities of transit, so that both kinds should be
cultivated and extended in suitable districts.

581. With respect to the dirt in the cotton, 1 believe the great difficulty is to
induce the natives to pick the cotton clean ?—Yes, that is the great difficulty.
They very often grow it with other crops; they know if these are not gathered,
they will fall to the ground and be lost, while the cotton sticks to the bush; or
if it falls, it is then picked up and mixed with the rest and with dry leaf.

582. I believe the original fault of not picking it in the first instance clean,
cannot be remedied by subsequent cleaning by the saw-gin or any other
instrument ?—1J think not. If the saw-gin is used on this dirty cotton, the
leaf gets ground round, and the little spicule remain in the yarn after it is
spun, and spot the cloth also. The saw-gin ought to be used only on clean-
picked cotton.

583. The introduction of the saw-gin or other means of cleaning will be
inefficient unless the natives can be induced in the first instance to pick it
clean ?—1 think it is worse than useless ; as I had a letter from Manchester,
stating that they would rather buy the dirty cotton in the state it comes here,
than use dirty cotton that has been saw-ginned, because the leaf gets ground
down so fine that they cannot afterwards get rid of it.

584. I believe the agents of the Government have used every endeavour in
their power to jmpress upon .the natives the absolute mecessity of picking the
cotton clean 3-~Decidedly, and they have succeeded in many instances.

585. The
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585. The cotton that has been picked pretty clean, and afterwards pasted J. F. Royle, Esq,,
through the gin, has produced a very much higher price than the dirty cptton, X.D.
has it not >—Yes, a higher price. ‘ : 8
586. To what extent?—The native cotton cleaned by the saw-gin has sold in ° 1848
many instances at a higher price than the cotton cleaned by the churka.

587. State generally the difference of price between the clean and the dirty
cotton P—If it is the same kind of cotton, about a farthing a pound more than
after simply cleaning by the churka.

588. Has the enhanced price of cleaned cotton been caused by the demand
for exportation, or have the native manufacturers themselves found out the
advantage of buying clean cotton, and become competitors with those who
desiye to purchase for exportation 7—In the Dharwar district, for instance, the
natives there found out that it was more profitable to purchase the cotton grown
there and carefuily cleaned, according to the testimony of Mr. Mercer; they
found it preferable to buy the clean cotton than to use their own, and a portion
of it was sold to the weavers for home consumption.

589. Did not that demand for home consumption tend very much to enhance
the price of cleaned cotton ?—To some extent.

590. Did not Mr. Mercer say that it tended, to a considerable extent, to
enhance the price ?—It did, certainly ; but the cotton was also of different value ;
the native cotton, when he first wrote to me, was about 40 rupees the Surat
candy, and the American cotton sold for 55 rupees; that, of course, was a
considerable increase of price, but it was also a superior article in other
respects.

591. Are you aware of the process of manufacturing indigo in India ~—I know
it generally ; I have not turned my attention to it lately.

592. The European indigo planter, I believe, generally has little more than

his manufactory, and a small portion of ground about it ?—That, I believe, is
the general case ; he cultivates very little, I believe, of indigo himself.

593. He does not cither possess, in fee or rent, lands generally ?—Not gene-
rally ; some portion of the land I believe he uscd to get under the name of other
indeviduals, before it was legal for him to posscss land ; but a great portion of
what is obtained is by making an agreement with the ryots to cultivate, at certain
rates, the indigo plant, and then to manufacture it into indigo afterwards.

594. They deliver the produce at a stipulated rate, so much for so many
bundles ?—Yes, and they then manufacture it.

595. That is the prevailing mode now ; and before the last renewal of the
charter, I believe, that was the exclusive mode ?—It was so to a great extent,
with those small exceptions that I have mentioned.

596. Europeans could not hold land in fee, or purchase lands till the last
renewal of the charter 2—No, they could not.

© 597. Sugar is very extensively used in India, is it not?— Yes, very much so.

598. Are not the ludians a sugar-cating people !—That is their characteristic,
I believe.

599. Did you ever hear that sugar was an undue price in India; before the
equalization of the duties upon the East and West India sugars, was not it always
in abundance for native consumption ?—I believe so; I never heard any com-
plaints to the contrary.

600. Since the equalization, without asking you the details, has or has not the
exportation of sugar increased toa vast extent?—It has, to a great extent.

60ov. Mr. Plowden.] You have been asked why the improvement and increase
in cotton has not been commensurate with that of other produce, such as sugar,
indigo, opium, and other things; does not that irregularity and uncertainty of
demand for cotton in the market account for that in a great measure !~I think
80; because the Bombay merchants (I go by their own evidence) state that they
are unable to buy the Indian cotton until orders come from Europe, and that
those ordérs depend entirely’ upon the state of the American market; hence
they can ohly purchase'what is in the market at the time, and hence no intrease
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can take place in_ the interior; there is a statement of the Bombay chamber of
commerce, which is a very long document, and enters fully into this question ;-
it was in the year 1841 that they sent in a letter to that effect. :

6o2. Do you think that if there was more encouragement given by the
merchants in this country for a larger exportation, more cotton would be culti-
vated ?—Yes, combined with their insisting to take only an improved quality ;
the manufacturers here will not use bad cotton; and if the merchants would insist
upotll‘ having an improved quality, less of that dirty cotton would come to the
market.

603. Mr. Jokn B. Smith.] Do you happen to know the relative production per
acre between the American and the native cotton ?-—There are such opposite state-
ments upon that, that it becomes quite a difficulty ; Mr. Mercer, when he came
over here last summer, stated that the produce per acre of American cotton was
not more than 57 lbs. per acre.

604. English pounds ?—Yes, and English acres; I have had a letter from Mr.
Shaw, the collector in that distriet, with various evidence, pointing out the
incorrectness of that statement ; that the return per acre is not less than 100 lbs.
of American cotton per acre, and he gives several facts confirming it; so, also,
Mr. Channing, the overseer at Belgaum ; he states that the return per acre is
not less than 100 lbs. an acre, rather more than less; Mr. Mercer stated that it
was not less than 57, or not more than 75.

605. Mr. Wilson Patten.] 1 think you stated that it was in America 300 ?—
From 150 to 400.

606. Mr. Jokn B. Smith.] When you speak of 57 or 100 lbs. per acre, do you
mean clean cotton 2—Yes, clean cotton ; when I said 100, I ought to say that
the Aerican cotton is more than 100, according to Mr. Shaw and Mr, Chan-
nlijng; both those state the quantity to be above 100, and the native cotton to be
about 80.

607. You would say that the American cotton was equally productive per
acre with the native cotton ?—-It is more productive per acre, and brings a better
price ?

608. Chawrman.] Have you been in the Punjaub?—No.

609. Have you received any information that you can rely upon as to whether
that territory, particularly cal{ed the is a district favourable for the
growth of cotton 2—When that territory was first acquired, it was reported that
it was a cotton country, and directions went out from the directors to investigate
the subject, and a report has come from Major Lawrence which is not at all
favourable to its being a cotton country ; they have not cnough for themselves;
they import it from Delhi even for their manufactures.

610. With regard to Scinde, have you any information to give the Committee ?
—No; I think it is probable that Scinde would grow cotton ; I think from the
facilities for irrigation that the climate there ought to produce cotton.

Francis Willian Prideaur, Esq., further Examined.

611. Chairman.] HAVE you any thing further that you wish to state ?7—I am
desirous of reading a statement which I have drawn up in amswer to some
questions that were formerly put to me, and which I was not able then to
answer. I was examined on Tuesday last, with reference to certain proclama-
tions which had been issued about the year 1835 by the Government of Bombay,
offering an exemption from assessment for the period of five years on all lands
cultivated with cotton and Mauritius sugar-cane, and also to the circumstances
under which those proclamations were revoked by the orders of the Court of
Directors. The answer which I then gave from memory I find to be substantially
correct, but I wish to place on the records of the Committee the precise terms
in which the Court’s orders were conveyed. The proceedings of the Govern-
ment of Bombay were disapproved by the Government of India, who referred
the whole matter for the final decision of the Court. That decision was com-
municated to the Government of India in the following words, by a despatch
dated the 28th March 1838 : “ We regret that you did not direct the immediate
and formal revocation of the notices in question, a step which the Goveglor if;

ounci
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Council will be dire¢ted to take on the receipt of this despatch, The rights of
the individuals to whom the faith of Government has been pledged, and who
have either established a claim to or have received a remission of assessmeant,
previously to the revocation of the notices, must not of course be interfered
with,” 1 was also asked by a member of the Committee whether it was within.
my knowledge, that about the year 1820 (I think) a large extent of cotton land
in the zillah of Humeerpore, in the province of Bundlecund, had been thrown ot
of cultivation, in consequence of anenhancement in the assessment of lands cultiva-
ted with cotton. My reply, so far asI remember, was, that I was not aware of such a
cireumstance, and that [ was not prepared to deny or affirm the accuracy of the
statement. | have since referred to the records relating to the province of Bun.
delcund, and I have found nothing which tends to support it, so far as it applies
particularly to cotton cultivation ; I was aware that about the time mentioned,
an injudicious increase of the assessment, combined with other causes, had done
considerable mischief throughout the province, and occasioned a great decrease
of cultivation generally, and a lamentable deterioration in the resources of the
agricultural population ; but I have no reason to believe that this took place
Earticularly with respect to the cotton lands, or that the increase of assessment.
ad any particular reference to those lands ; on the contrary, although I cannot
sfleak positively on that point, my impression, formed from my knowledge of
the very peculiar nature of the tenures which prevail in that province, is, that
no special assessment was at that time levied on lands cultivated with cotton ;
but, however that might have been 30 years ago, nothing of the kind could
happen under the existing system. As that system has been repeatedly repre-
sented as laying the assessment on the crop and not on the land itself, and
thereby discouraging the cultivation of the more valuable products, I beg to be
permitted to place before the Committee a copy of the general instructions of
the Court of Y)irectors on that subject. In a despatch, dated 12 April 1837,
reviewing the measures then in progress for revising the settlements in
the north-western provinces, they say:—¢ With regard, for example, to the
practice which exists of forming assessments according to the value of the crops
produced, and not according to the value or capabilities of the land, a subject
which was noticed by us in our despatch of the 15th February 1833 ; thisisa
mode of assessment which we find by the proceedings under review continues
to be observed in many districts in the western provinces ; a practice which, as
remarked by Lord William Bentinck, must act as a check on industry, and
discourage cultivation. We are desirous of drawing your particular attention
to this subject in especial connexion with the cultivation of cotton, sugar, coffee
and other staple commodities suited to the home markets. You are aware that
the equalization of the dutics on sugar is a subject that has engaged our anxious
consideration, and you will have received from us, through the public depart-
ment, under date 10th August 1836, copies of the Act recently passed on this
eubject. The advantages to individual skill and industry and to the commer-
cial community of India in general which must result from this measure will
doubtless be very great. The prospect is thus opened to Europeans, and will
doubtless be emzraced, of investing their capital in the cultivation of staple
articles of product in India; and it may be hoped that corresponding benefits to
the agricultural community will accompany the extension of more valuable
cultivation, It is, nevertheless, imperative on us not only to watch narrowly
the interests of the native population, but to use every meuns and embrace every
opportunity of improving those interests and ameliorating the general condition
of .the people. European.enterprise and European capital are ever ready to
secure the advantages which any change in state policy, commercjal or financial,
may seem to hold out; and this it is not our desjre to check. . At. the same time
it behoves us to be something more than quiescent with regard to our native
subjects, who, having the skill and industry, may want the enterprise and
capital of the Europeans, and occasionslly, to lgad and assist them in the ling of
improvement; this we consider to be the trug policy;oﬁ liberal Goverppent,
ruling over a people not possessing the knowledge or means of developing g]l
the resources of their native land, No better means of securing this good :?J";?«t
can be pointed out than the adoption of such a mode of assessment as shall leave
the cultivator in possession of an ample and encouraging remuneration for the
exercise of his industry in the growth of articles adapted to the demands of the
0.41. F 3 home
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home market. The policy of long leases and moderate assessments is, therefore,
not only reccommended by general principle and general experience, but is en-
forced by the peculiar circumstances of the time. You are aware that the practice
existed at Bombay, and Madras, as well as in Bengal, of making the assessment
according to the produce, and not according to the value and capabilities of
the lands, and that it was stated that the revenue could not afford to
bear the charge contemplated by our instructions on this subject. We trust,
however, that this practice is generally discontinued at Madras and Bombay,
and that the prohibitory instructions which have from time to time been received
from us on this subject will be kept in view during the progress of the new set-
tlements in the western provinces, and ultimately put a stop to this very objec-
tionable mode of assessment ; it is the productive power of the land, and not its
actual produce, that should be taken as the guide in making the assessments ; by
this mode the best description of encouragement is given to the cultivator to
extend cultivation and raise crops immediately beneficial and profitable to him-
self, and such a system, we have on former occasions obscrved, and are still of
opinion, would not ultimately be found detrimental to the interests of the state.
Where the system of assessing according to the actual produce has been abolished,
and the character of the soil substituted as the basis of the assessment, the effect
of the change has heen most beneficial, as is attested by Mr. H. Fraser, writing
from Delhi, where this system has been for some time in operation. We expect
that the tenor of our instructions noted in the margin,* to which we refer you
for a more full detail of our sentiments on this subject than wenow consider it
necessary to enter on, will be strictly and invariably enforced.” I was also
asked whether I could suggest any measures within the power of the Government
which would tend to cheapen the price of Indian cotton in this country, or some-
thing to that effect. In answering the question, [ had in my mind only such
measures as were within the competence of the Government of India; I would
now beg to submit to the Committee that the expense of freight constitutes an
important element in the cost of cotton. I have no desire to enter into the ques-
tion of the effect of the navigation laws generally, but I wish to call the attention
of the Committee to one particular provision which applies exclusively to India:
a native Indian subject of Her Majesty, following the occupation of a sailor,
is declared by Act of Parliament not entitled to be considered a British
seaman beyond the limits of the Company’s charter; the consequence is, that
an Indian merchant and shipowner cannot send a cargo to this country with-
out being compelled on his return to take a number of English sailors (one,
I think, for every 20 tons), and to carry back an equivalent portion of his
original crew as passengers; I cannot state the precise effects which this enact-
ment may have in raising the cost of freight, but I believe it was shown before
the Committee of last Session on the Navigation Laws, that voyages which had
been made by Indian ships to England, and which would otherwise have been
remuncrative, had becn thereby converted into an actual loss. To place the
injustice of this law in the clearest light, it may be sufficient to observe, that if
India, instead of being a valuable dependency of the English Crown, were an in-
dependent country, those very laws which now close the ports of Great Britain to
her sailors would actually require, in order that her ships should be entitled to
be received here, that three-(}ourths of their crews should consist of natives of
India. The relief required in this case can only be given by the Imperial
Legislature. 1 may be allowed to add, that in the ports of India under the
existing law, and the recent orders of the Court of Directors, British and foreign
ships are placed on preciscly the same footing, with the sole exception, that the
latter are not permitted to engage in the coasting or port to port trade.

612. Mr. George Thompson.] You have been referring to documents con-
nected with the province of Bundelcund; have you discovered among those
documents a report recently made by Mr. Allen and Mr. Muir to the Bengal
Government ?—1I have read that report through.

613. Do you remember the references made in that report to the proceedings
of Mr. Scott Waring and Mr. Valpy, in those districts 7—1 do.

614. Have any of those reports informed you that the cultivation of cotton
there has decreased from 60 lacs to 10 2—1I did not find that they mentioned
cotton ; they mentioned a decrease in the cultivation generally, which must have
been inclusive of cotton, which has probably decreased to that extent. .

015. Would
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615. Would you be prepared to lay the report of Mr. Allen and Mr. Muir
before the Committee ?—It has been ordered for the House, and will be laid
before the House in a day or two; it is rather a thick printed volume; I can
lay it before the Committee if required to do so.

616. You are aware that previous assessments have had the effect of reducing
generally the cultivation throughout that district —Yes.

617. Chairman.] Does it come within your knowledge that some of the ships
of war belonging to this country that have been in the China seas are manned
almost exclusively by Lascars?—Certainly, the Company’s ships; the Com-
pany’s ships of war were engaged in operations in China.

618. Mr. Thompson.] Have you heard that not long ago there was a large
amount of cotton in Bombay which might have been sent to this country if it
could have been sent in native-built vessels manned by the ordinary seamen that
go with the ships in those seas >—I believe it was so stated before the Committee
in the last Session.

619. Would it not have been a violation of the existing navigation laws to
have sent those vessels here? —No; it would not have been a violation of the
navigation laws to send those vessels here ; they may bring Lascars here, but they
must take out a crew of British seamen. .

620. Sir James Hogg.] Do you know of any practical instance of hardship
arising out of that enactment requiring a ship from India to take back a certain
proportion of British sailors?—I do not know it personally ; but I know that
instances were brought before the Committee on the Navigation Laws, particularly
one ; Sir Jamesetjee Jeejeebhoy sent over a vessel of 1,400 tons, and in con-
sequence of being obliged to take back 70 English sailors, he resolved not to
send a ship to England again.

Thomas Bazley, Esq., Examined.

621. Chairman.] ARE you the president of the Manchester Chamber of Com-
merce ?—I am.

622. Arc you prepared to give this Committee any information with regard to
the quality and the quantity of the cotton which comes to this country from the
United States or from India?—I am prepared to state that we receive a very
limited supply of cotton from the Indian territory, and that the quality is very
inferior. I have a statement showing the gross import of cotton wool into the
United Kingdom, the proportion received from the United States and the East
Indies respectively, and the per-centage of Indian supply taken triennially ; it
extends from 1820 to 1847. It appears that the quantity we have received from
the East Indian territory has been, upon an average, probably of about 10 per
cent. upon the whole quantity imported into the country.

623. That takes not only the Liverpool, but the Glasgow and the London
market, I presume ? —It does.

624. From what documents has that been prepared >—The principal Govern-
ment returns, and information obtained in Liverpool.

625. Can you state to the Committee whether the import from the East
Indies has been increasing or diminishing, or has it remained pretty nearly
stationary 7—It has rather increased during the last year, as the statement
will show.

* 626. But during the last five years ?—During the last five years it has rather
diminished than otherwise, excepting last yecar.

. 627. Mr. Wilson Patten.] What has becn the general tendency from the
commencement of the return ?—From 1820 to 1822, the average proportion of
the cotton received from the East Indies amounted to 83 per cent.; from 1823
to 1825, 9 per cent.; from 1826 to 1828, 10,¢ per cent.; from 1829 to 1831,
8% per cent. ; from 1832 to 1834, 10, per cent.; from 1835 to 1837, 14 per
cent.; from 1838 to 1840, 11 per cent.; from 1841 to 1843, 155, per cent.; and
from 1844 to 1847, 114 per cent. The supplies are very irregular. We
uniformly find, when the prices of cotton are very low in this country, that the
imports from India are very small. The cotton ruled somewhat high last year
in this country, and the imports have been more remunerative, and consequently
larger. 1 will hand this paper in.

0.41. F4 [The
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[ The same was delivered in, and is as follows :]

TABLE showing the Gross ImporT of Corron WooL into the United Kingdom ; the Portions received from the

United States and the East Indies respoctively, the Per-centage of Indian Supply taken triennially.

Gross Import

Y From the
ear. of
CO“OD. Ullitﬂl shtﬁl-
Lbs. Lbs.
1820 | 151,672,656 89,000,174
1821 | 182,686,620 93,470,745
1823 | 142,887,628 101,031,766
1823 | 101,402,503 142,532,112
1824 | 149,380,122 92,187,662
1825 | 228,005,201 139,908,809
1826 | 177,607,401 180,858,203
1827 | 272,448,909 216,924,812
1828 | 227,760,642 151,752,289
1820 | 222,707,411 157,187,396
1830 | 268,061,452 210,885,338
1831 | 288,674,853 219,333,628
1832 | 286,832,625 219,756,753
1883 | 303,856,837 287,506,758
1834 | 826,875,425 269,203,075
1835 | 303,702,963 284,466,812
1836 | 406,959,067 289,615,602
1837 | 407,288,783 820,351,716
1838 | 507,850,877 431,437,888
1839 | 389,396,559 311,697,798
1840 | 592,188,010 487,856,504
1841 | 487,092,363 368,214,064
1842 | 531,750,128 405,325,600
1843 | 674,196,902 558,735,600
1844 | 646,111,304 517,218,622
1846 | 721,979,053 626,650,412
41846 | 480,643,000 382,526,000
41847 | 414,243,600 849,252,000

Por Cen Average Price .
From of e ":rﬁ‘x""d" Averlv;elril’Ziee of A""ﬁ; Price
British Possessions Indu:k Supply| 31 l;w;mbﬂ Uplands. East India,
in the East. m:nnf.nll carh Tear G.Holt & Co.’s List. | 31 December.
¥ Broker's List.
Lbs. Uplands. Surats.
23,125,825 l —_
8,827,107 805 9} 9§ 73
4,664,225 || 8 8} 6}
14,839,117 1 [ 8 8} 63
16,420,005 9 8 8} 6§
20,204,262 || | 12 1 13 8}
21,187,900 6 63 5}
20,084,010 l 10 l 8 6§ 5}
32,246,187 |[ l 6 6§ 43
24,908,399 l J 6 5 4 4}
12,483,217 |l s 63 6 & 5
20,803,133 J | 6 Gg 4§ 4}
35,178,62 7} 6§ & &
82,755,164 l 1045 83 8} 6} 6
32,920,866 || 03 sg 64 7%
41,474,909 9 10} 7 6
75,746,026 1 1475 / 9 9} ei 6
e N A A I
40,229, 8 5 5
47,170,640 l 11 J 63 75 63 5
ol I O
,308,312 6 43 3
*06,555,186 1 155, J 6} 68 4 83
68,820,670 || | 6} 4 8 33
88,639,608 4} 43 3§ 3
58,437,426 114 J 4} 43 3 3
34,270,800 To l 7 4 33 5
81,106,480 5 - - - L

* The supply of Indian cotton to Great Britain fortuitously increased in 1840, 1841 and 1842 by the Chinese war.
+ These 1tems arc caleulated from * packages,” the official accounts in lbs. not having been scon.

628. Chairman.] Is it within your knowledge that any improvement has
taken place in the bulk of the Indian cotton from 1820 to 1847, in the qualit
of it?—1I think that there has been some improvement, but the quality is still
exceedingly irregunlar, and I think that in some respects there has been a
positive deterioration ; for I find that, in 1835, I was a buyer of cotton in Liver-
pool to the extent of 37 bags of East Indian growth, for which 1 gave 1s. 6d.

a pound.

I must say that I have scen no quality equal to that since.

of the Sea-island cotton then ranged from 21 d. to 3 s.

,629. What was the price of the uplands at that time?—Probably 9d. or 10d. ;
and | gave 1s. 6d. for my purchase of the particular lot from the East Indies.

630. It was what you call Bourbon cotton ? —It was East Indian cctton, grown
upon the East Indian territory.

631. The question is not with regard to a particular sample, but Surat cotton
generally, in Liverpool ?—I think that the common Surat cotton has improved
in quality ; that I think is an open trade cotton, not a cotton produced
under the immediate auspices of the East India Company.

632. What has been about the difference in price between the American cotton
and the Surat; take Boweds or Orleans as the American qualities, and the
better quality of the Surat >—The Indian cotton is admitted to be so inferior,
that I find the consumers of it have a Table arranged, to enable them to see at a
glance what price they ought to give relatively for the East Indian cotton or for
the American; and taking the spinner at No. 20’s yarn (I have obtained this
Table), he says, when the Surat cottonis at 3d. a pound, itis his interest to
give 34d. for the American; that he obtuins from Surat only 12 ounces of yarn,
whilst from the American he obtains 134 ounces; the scale is graduated here,

The price

and
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and finally, when the price of Surat for the same quality of yarn is worth 5d.,he 7. Bazley, Esq.
can afford to give 6d. for the American; I will hand this in. —

Y Y . March 1848,
[The same was handed in, and 1s as follows :) 3 March 184
Surat and Axericax CorTON, at equivalent Prices.

1 Ib, Surat, yielding 12 ¢z. yarn. 1 lb. American, 13} oz.
d. d.
3 - - - - - - 3}
3 - - - - - - 33
34 - - - - - - 33
33 - - - - - - &
84 - - - = = - a}
8% - - - - - - 4
3§ - - - - - - 4
4 - - - - - - 4]
a4 - - - - - - a3
4} - - - - - - 4]
a4 - - - - - - 4
4 - - - - - - 5§
5 = & = = = -8

633. Ilave you any other facts with regard to the same point?—I have in-
formation respecting the quantity of waste that is usually made in using the
Surat cotton ; it is found by experience, that an average of 25 per cent. may be
taken ; whilst for the American, the loss is 12} per cent.

634. Does that mean, that for cvery 100 lbs. of Surat cotton which the spin-
ner takes into his mill, he produces 75 lbs. of yarn; and that from every 100 Ibs.
of American cotton, he produces 87} Ibs ?—Yes, precisely; but then the same
machinery produces a larger quantity of yarn from the American cotton than
from the Surat cotton.

635. Does that arise from the smaller number of breakagesr—Yes; and from
the American cotton requiring fewer turns from the spindle, and for the quantity
of yarn coming through the rollers, less twist per inch.

636. Are you aware whether the consumption of the Surat cotton is confined
almost exclusively to the manufacture of the weft, that which runs across the
piece, and not the warp, which is lengthways, in consequence of the Surat being
so shert in the staple’—In very coarse numbers the Surat is applied to warp
purposes, but as the numbers increase generally, there is a mixture of the Ameri-
can with the Surat for weft. 1 have a specimen of Surat yarn here, and of
American also, if the Committee would like to see them.

[ Some specimens were handed in.]

637. Mr. J. B. Smith.] Is there usually a difference of colour between’ the
Indian and the Americau cotton ?—Always.

7638. In what respect ?—The Indian cotton is always of a rich creamy colour,
and for its colour it is frequently used as a mixture to improve the colour of the
worst or low American cotton.

639. Is it always easy to distinguish one from the other by the colour ?—
Yes, it is. From gurat cotton, which cost 31d., the yarn No. 20, is worth 53d.;
and from American cotton, which cost 4}d., the yarn is worth 63d. You sce
that in using the American cotton, the spinner has actually a less amount
for working the cotton than he has in the case of the Indian cotton ; those are
numbers 30 ; one is Surat, and the other American— [handing in two other speci-
mens]—the Surat cotton for 30 cost 34d.,and the yarn is worth 7d.; the Ameri-
can cotton for 30 cost 4}d.,and the yarnis worth 73d. ; in that case the spinners
have 83 d. for making the Surat cotton into yarn, but for making the American
cotton into yarn only 3}d. .

640. Chairman.] Do you suppose that the difference of a farthing is compen-
sated or more than compensated by a smaller amount of loss in working up the
American cotton *—Clearly by the greater turn off.

641. You said that you thought the quality had been improved in the last
few years; iri which way ?—1I think that there is more staple; upon the whole,
it is somewhat longer. ‘ ‘< Ly
_642. M B! Smith.] Do you spéak of the native cotton ?—I speak of the
native cotton at this moment. .

0.41. G 643. Chairman.}
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643. Chairman.] Is there no less sand or mud, or leaf or seeds in the India
cotton than there used to be >—Certainly ; I have two samples of cotton ; one is
Surat cotton worth 33d. per pound—[kanding in the same].

644. Viscount Jocelyn.] Is that the way it comes home !—Yes; this is a
sample at 3¢d. —[handing in the same] —that is cleaner ; but probably the dirtier
cotton has a better fibre, a better staple; this is a sample of American, at 53d.
per pound ; the colour and condition of that are very different—{kanding in the
same).

64]5. Mr. Plowden.] Do all those cottons come from the western side of India ?
—1I apprehend that they do; they are from Surat; that is a specimen of Sea-
island cotton, worth 2s. a pound— [handing in the same].—At the present time,
Messrs. Rathbone, Brothers, have a consignment of cotton from Agra; the con-
dition of that is very excellent, but the quality of it is very poor indeed ; so that
whilst in that particular case they have improved the condition of the cotton,
the quality of it appears to be rather deteriorated.

646. Chairman.] What do you mean by “ the condition” of the cotton >—Its
cleanliness ; this is it— [ handing in the same].

647. Mr. George Thompson.] What name do you give to this cotton ?—Tt is
from Agra.

648. Under what denomination does it come?—It would be sold as Indian
cotton ; the Bengal and Surat go by the general name of Indian cotton.

649. Do you know under what circumstances that cotton was grown, the
Agra cotton ?—Not precisely ; 1 believe there was some attempt at improvement.

650. Was not Mr. Finney up there, the American planter F—Yes.

651. Viscount Jocelyn.] Have you any of the Sea-island cotton grown in
India?—No.

652. ls that similar in every respeet to the American ?2—Not so good ; but we
receive very small quantities of that class of cotton from India; they have not
been successful in the cultivation of it.

653. Chairman.] Have you any other facts or statement which you are pre-
pared to submit tothe Committce ?—I may statc that it is my deliberate
conviction that India might produce a much larger quantity and a much better
quality of cotton than we have hitherto reccived, and that we might be receiving
to an extent of not less than 5,000,000 sterling value per annum more than
now ; and our manufactures might be sent in payment for that additional quantity
of cotton if the cultivation were improved; the improved cultivation of
cotton has received attention in Manchester for many years; and when the
honourable Member, Mr. Smith, was chairman of the Chamber of Commerce, I
made some experiments in the cultivation of cotton in one of our mills, and I was
very successful in producing some very beautiful cotton, and a couple of the pods
I will now submit to the Committee grown in Manchester, and the relative staples
of the cotton are all drawn out and shown,

[The same were handed in.]

654. Is it not the fact that you grew in Manchester cotton longer than any of
the Sca-island ?—Yes; in the cotton manufactories the mills are of rather a high
temperature, and I have a couple of pods of Indian cotton to contrast with the
pods of cotton grown in Manchester.

655. Pods grown in Manchester from Indian seed ?—No, from Sea-island seed.

656. Have you any that was grown from Indian seed ?—No, I have not.

657. Sir James Hogg.] Did you ever grow any experimental pods like those in
Manchester from Indian seed *—I have not tried that at all.

658. Chairman.] Do you conceive that if the quantity of cotton in India could
be greatly increased. and its quality somewhat improved, it would afford a very
great relief to the spinners and manufacturers of this country, from the extreme
dependence under which they now labour with regard to the crops of one country,
the United States >—Unquestionably, it would be an immense benefit to both
countries, in my opinion.

659. During the last 12 or 18 months have there not been extreme suffering
and cmbarrassment in Lancashire in consequence of the failure of the cotton
crops in the United States ?—There have.

600. Have you formed any opinion as to the danger which impends over the
important industry of Lancashire from its depending for its staple raw material

upon one eountry only ?2—I can contemplate no greater calamity that would
befall
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befall Lancashire, except that of an actual famine of bread, than a famine of cotton,
I have two samples of cotton grown at Port Natal. 1 have seen some cotton
grown there, certainly inferior to the cotton produced in the East Indian terri-
tory; but this is so vastly superior that I beg to lay it before the Committee—-
[handing in the same].

661. Was this submitted to the Chamber of Commerce by Mr. Blane?
—Yes.

662. Is this the produce of American seed ?—It is ; and the cultivation was
suggested by the American missionaries at Port Natal. I should think that it is
worth nearly a shilling a pound.

663. Viscount Mahon.] Is the cotton grown for any object of commerce at
Port Natal, or only as yet as an experiment ? —It is grown for the purposes of
commerce.

664. Viscount Jocelyn.] To any extent?—No; we expect about 500 bags
during this ycar, 500 or 600 acres of ground being under cultivation, and it is
expected to yield about one bag per acre, of about 300 Ibs. each.

665. Viscount Mahon.] By whom has that culture been set on foot; have any
persons settled there for that purpose ?—The colonists have engaged in the
cultivation.

666. Viscount Jocelyn.] What is the price of Egyptian cotton, what does it
sell at in the Manchester market 7—At the present time about 7d. per Ib.

667. Ts that much sought after in the market 2—Yes.

668. Chairman.] What are the qualities of cotton that are sold in Liverpool,
beginning with the best, now ?—The Sea-island cotton ranges at the present time
from 8 d. to 2 s. 6d. per lb.

669. What would you call the medium price?—About 1 s. per lb. of a good
useful quality.

670. What is the next best quality to that?—The Egyptian cotton, worth from
6} d. to 8d.; the next is the New Orleans or Brazil, they rank very much alike ;
the Brazil may be stated at from 5d. to 6 4.

671. And of the common qualities of American,what are the prices 2—Ranging
all the way from 3% d. to 53 d.

672. What is the Surat?—From 3 d. to 4} d.; I bought a small parcel of
good Indian cotton on the 22d of January last year, for which I gave 104. a Ib.

673. Was that grown from Sea-island seed 7—I apprehend so; it was really
very good useful cotton.

674. Have you any statement to make as to the quantitics of each description
of cotton from cach country imnported into this country ?—I have not any pre-
pared document of that kind.

675. Are you aware whether there is much interest felt now in Lancashire
with respect to the cultivation of cotton in India ?—Not only in India, but in
every part of the world; a desire is felt that we should not be dependent upon
any single field for the cultivation of cotton, but obtain it from twenty improved
sources, if possible.

676. Do you know whether the spinners have felt a strong interest in the
improvement of communication, especially in Western India?—Very great
indeed ; and the trade of Lancashire feel strongly that it ought to be greatly
improved, and that every facility for the construction of railroads ought to be
afforded.

677. Can you say whether the newspapers—take the Manchester newspapers,
those circulated chiefly in the manufacturing districts—have repeatedly written
in favour of improved communications in India 7—Certainly, there is a great
desire felt in Lancashire that the resources of India should be developed. The
opinion prevails there, that there are vast resources undeveloped in India ; and
that whilst the cultivation of cotton has been called into existence during the
last half century in America, comparatively little has been done in India: we
have gentlemen among us who recollect well the first bag of cotton arriving
from the United States of America.

678. Mr. Wilson Patten.] Up to that period, when the first bag of cotton came
from America, from what other places were we supplied?—We obtained it from
the Levant, Smyrna, and Turkey : it came from India before it came from the
United States,

679. Chairman.] Is it the fact that the growth of cotton in most of those
countries, at least the export from them to this country, has fallen off from
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Smyrna, the West Indies, and from Brazil ?—Yes, certainly; in. point of
fact, Smyrna and West [ndia cotton are denominations of cotton hardly
worth considering in the Liverpool market: the other day I was much gratified
by being threatened with an extensive cultivation in Jamaica, because of the
loss of the protection on sugar, and I think we shall have an incrcased supply
of cotton from the West India Islands.

680. Mr. Wilson Patten.] You stated that a supply of cotton in Lancashire
was almost of as much importance as that of bread: will you state the several
causes which have deranged the cotton-market within the last foew years: in
Manchester, are there not other causcs besides the supply of cotton that it is
necessary to provide against !—Unquestionably the failing harvests have had
much to do with the distress.

681. Was not there some years ago a large speculation among the American
merchants, which raised the price of cotton to an unnatural height ?—The dimi-
nished supply the last year or two may be attributed to the failing of the crops
rather than any other cause ; the Americans hitherto have planted rather an
increasing quantity of land; but from three to four yecars ago their crops were
very abundant from favourable scasons; during the last year or two they have
fallen off from unfavourable scasons.

682. Ahout the period of 1836 was not there a large speculation entered into
by partics to get possession of the whole of the cotton crop, which scriously
aeranged the cotton market in England, and which could not have taken place
provided other markets for cotton were opened to the merchants of this country ?
—The trade has been subject to speculators’ operations, but we never regard
that as being in itself very unfavourable, for unless the speculators were some-
times to come forward to buy the cotton, hy which they raisc the price, the cul-
tivation would not so rapidly extend as it ought to do; no doubt, in some
instances the cotton has been stimulated to be produced in greater uantities by
the speculators having raised the prices.

683. Do you believe it would be possible to cause the same derangement in
the market in England, with a good supply from India, that it was possible to
effect upon that occasion *—1I think not ; the greater the number of sources from
which we receive the cotton, the greater the difficulty in influencing the prevail-
ing prices.

684. What was the immediate effect upon the cotton market of that specula-
tion in this country ?— To advance the price very considerably, and to embarrass
the trade alzo temporarily.

685. You have stated that the difference hetween the price of the American
cotton and the Indian cotton was about a penny when at 5d., and a halfpenny
when at 3d.; I observe in the statement you put in, that that docs not quite
tally 7—I have not been understood ; in the Table that I have submitted in refe-
rence to the differemce of prices between the Surat and the American cotton,
that Table refers entircly to a given and fixed quality of cotton; and when the
given quality that is requisite for the production of (say) No. 20 twist is at 3. for
the Surat, then the spinner can afford to give 31 d. for the American ; and when
the price of the Surat is at 5d., then he can afford to give 6d. for the American.

t:86. The obscrvation that you made does not apply to the cotton market
generally of Liverpool ?-——Not at all.

687. Mr. Plowden.] You have said that you can conceive no greater evil to
befall the manufacturers of Lancashire, short of a famine of bread, than a depen-
dence solely on the United States for cotton, and that this would be prevented
by an increased supply from India’—No question of it; but I said that the
scarcity of cotton would be the evil, and not its coming from the United States.

688. In your opinion, is it reasonable to expect, without a regular and certain
demand, that the fndian cultivators should increase the supply ?—1)emand always
exists if the quality be brought to market.

689. If the manufacturers in Manchester were to give more encouragement
to the use of Indian.cotton, you can entertain no doubt that the Indian native
cultivators and the Indian merchants wonld import more 2~ would say that
the Manchester manufacturers are always willing to give encouragement, but
they would rather say that the planter should produce an article which the Man-~
chester manufacturers can consume; and then the planter would always have a
market for his produce. The Agra cotton production of last year is a complete

failure. An attempt has been made to produce a superior quality of cotton ;]it is
‘ c ean,
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clean, and such as a spinner would like to use, but it is really so poor in staple
that it would not be his interest to touch it, and the cotton must remain unsold
in Liverpool for avery long time, and will have probably to be sacrificed. The
planter may complain that he is not encouraged; but the truth is, that the
quality is such that a spinner would not feel it his interest to use it at all.

690. Chairman.] As to the cotton, would not the loss be cxtremely great in
the spinning, and the yarn exceedingly tender when made 7—Yes.

691. Mr. Wilson Patten.] Have you any doubt that, provided greater care
was taken in cleaning the Indian cotton, it would experience a very spcedy rise
in price at Liverpool ?—No question of it ; the market always discriminates.

92. The Manchester manufacturer is simply guided by the quality of the
cotton, and not the place from which it comes ?—Precisely.

693. Viscount Jocelyn.] Have you seen cotton produced in India which would
come into competition with the American cotton ?—Yes.

694. Sir James Hogg.] Tt is plain that it is not for the interest of the cotton
spinner to take the Indian cotton of the quality that generally comes when he
can get the American cotton 7—Unless the difference in the price is very great.

695. 1 think it appears from thescale you gave in, that the importation of the
Indian cotton is generally regulated by the price, taking it on the average of
three or four years ?—Yes.

696. There was a time you mentioned when the supply of cotton from Ame-
rica was only a few bags; I believe at that timne that the supply of indigo for
the home market came almost exclusively from South America ?—1I belicve so.

6g7. At lcast not from India ?—No, and from the Mediterrancan.

698. I believe now that the supply of indigo comes almost exclusively from
India ?-—Yes.

699. Ias not the Indian indigo ousted from the home market all other indigo
to the same extent that the American cotton has ousted other cotton ?-—Yes.

700. That has been brought about by European capital, and Europcan indus-
try and intelligence, has it not ?—In a great measure, I believe.

701. And by locating Europeans in the interior for the purpose of superin-
tending the manufacture of the indigo, and of increasing the growth of the
plant ?—T have not a personal knowiedge of India to enable me to reply to
that question.

702. Have the manufacturcrs in Manchester, considering the great import-
ance of a good supply of cotton, to your knowledge, adopted any means of send-
ing agents to the cotton districts, with funds to cncourage the growth of cotton,
and to induce ryots to pick it clean and pay attention to its cultivation ?—I
believe that there arc British merchants resident in India who are always pre-

ared to buy cotton of a superior quality, under the circumstances you mention ;
Y believe at the present time that there are instructions in India to take up such
good qualitics ofP cotton as may be produced.

703. My question was, have the manufacturers in Manchester, who arc so
interested themselves, sent out special agents to the localities for that special
purpose ?—1I think that they have rather instructed their houses in India to buy
such cotton ; and in some cases the resident houses have sent out their agents to
the cotton-growing districts; but the general produce of India is so inferior
that it would not be worth the while of any merchant to send out an individual
as agent to try to select cotton. The cotton has been generally of so uniformly
inferior a quality that there has been no room for the exercise of such agency
at all.

704. Do not you think that advantage would have been derived from scnding
out an individual, and do not you think that if one was sent out with funds to
increase the cultivation of the cotton it would have that tendency —We find in
every other article that it is brought to this country as a return article of mer-
chandize ; the merchant rarely is obliged to send out in search of the article.

705. Does not that apply generally to the articles of which the chief con-
sumption is in this market ?—I think that the merchant will at all times pursue
his interest, and if he could have seen his interest in sending out an agent to
India to buy up the cotton, he would have done so just as much as he has done
in America. ¥ import cotton' from America, and I am prepared and willing to
import it from India, if I can see either pecuniary advantage, or an advantage
in the quality of the cotton produced. :
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706. Is not the cotton grower in America very much dependent upon the
English market ?—Of course he is ; the English market is the great market for
the consumption of cotton.

Y707. Is the cotton grower in India dependent upon the English market’—
cs.

708. Do you think that the extent to which he is dependent for the sale of
his cotton upon the Indian market is so great as to be likely to influence him in
its growth and the care of its cultivation ?2—1I fear that there are obstacles to the
production of cotton in India that prevent the developement of the resources of
the soil ; I do not understand the question altogether; I have a conviction
pressing upon my mind that India could produce a superior quality of cotton
and in a greater quantity ; but from all I have read and heard, I fear that the land
tenure und the other obstacles that the grower has had to contend with has
rather tended to diminish the growth of the cotton. In some distriets in Tndia,
certainly, it has not tended to improve the quality.

709. Will you state the obstacle connected with the land tenure that operates
as an obstacle to the growth of the cotton ?—1I would prefer not entering upon
that question, because I am not personally conversant with Indian affairs ; T only
speak now of gencral facts ; we know that we do receive only limited supplies
of cotton from India, and that the quality is very inferior. Now, as an indivi-
dual consumer of cotton, I am perfectly willing to send out orders to India, as I
sent out ordersto America; I have no affection for the American cotton ; I pursue
my interest in using the American cotton, but if it were my interest to use the
Indian, of course I should do so. I am satisfied that that is the common prin-
ciple that actuates all men, whatever their professions may be.

710. I take it for granted that you buy the best cotton at the lowest price,
come from where it may ?—Drecisely.

711. Are you or not aware that the cotton grower in India is dependent for
the sale of his cotton upon the market in India, and not upon the market in
England *—I know comparatively that there are few orders sent out by the
spinners to buy cotton in India.

712. Is not the cotton grower almost exclusively dependent upon the Indian
market, and is it not the fact that the influence of the Enghish market scarcely
affects him at all >—I am not aware of that fact.

713. Is it not s0 ; or do you know that the grower of that is almost entirely
dependent upon the English market ?—I know that he is largely so, but I would
not say entirely.

714. Therefore do not you see the conclusion, that the growers of these staple
products in India are influenced very much as the growers of other products in
other countries, by the market on which they depend?—No doubt they are
influenced by the advantages that resule from their labour; if the cultivation of
the cotton could he rendered more profitable to the natives, I do not doubt that
it would be rapidly increased, and there is the difficulty ; the question is, how
shall you benefit the condition of the cotton producers in India.

715. You yourself arc a manufacturer of cotton in England ?—Yes.

716. And you do not know the local usages in India ?—Not very much.

717. Either as to the growth of the products, or as to the tenure of the lands ?
—Not of mny own knowledge.

718. Have you consumed the Indian cotton to much extent?—Not to an
very great extent; I have rarely been able to meet with it of a quality that
could usc ; I was willing to take it when I could; perhaps no spinner has bought
so largely as I have at 1s. 8d. a 1b. .

719. You know nothing of the localitics, and of the circumstances under which
it was produced 7—No.

720. You are aware that of late the attention of the home and local govern-
ments of India has been very much turned to the improvement of the cultivation
of cotton P—Yes; I have seen a better quality recently from India.

221. And that the experiments have not been entirely successful, but that
the cotton from the localities where the government agents superintended is
very much superior to the common market cotton?—1 have secn very much
better cotton from India of late ; that which you refer to has been better cotton
than what we have been ordinarily supplied with. .

=22. If the extension of the cultivation enabled cotton of that description to

be extensively produced, have you any doubt that it would find a ready mslgket?
—None;
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~—None; it would be received thankfully ; if that cotton could be cultivated to a
sufficient extent, it would very much meet the expressed desires of the manu-
facturers in Manchester.

723. Mr. Wilson Patten.] The honourable Member, Sir James Hogg, asked
you whether the producer of cotton does not depend upon the Indian market,
and not upon the English market; do not you think that if more immediate
means of transport to the coast were effected inland, the English market might
be brought to bear directly vpon the produce of the cotton in India?—1 have
no doubt of it.

724. And that would be of great importance to the manufactures in this
country !—YVYes.

725. Mr. George Thompson.] You spoke of the calamity which would befall
Lancashire in the event of a famine of cotton; have you ever been near a famine
of cotton ?—We have sometimes had it very scarce, and the price very high,
and under those circumstances we have always experienced great inconvenience.

726. But in regard to the number of bags at Liverpool, has there been any
thing like a famine ?—The stock is very small now.

727. Can you remember a period when it has been lower than it is now, com-
pared with the consumption ?—I never recollect it so low, compared with the
power of consumption.

728. Has there been a large increascin the production of cotton in the United
States ?—VYes, very great during the last six years.

729. Has there been a corresponding fall in the price on this side of the water ?
—Not uniformly ; when we have had an active demand for manufactures, the
price of cotton has usually kept up.

730. Are the cotton manufactures of the United States increasing much ?—I
believe they are.

731. Are you aware of any severe competition between the American mana-
factures and our own in foreign markets ?—I am not aware of any ; I belicve
that the English manufacturers can compete with the American manufacturers ;
Iam not aware that any manufacturers in the world can compete with them.

732. Would you not compete with them much better if you had a more abun-
dant supply of cotton, and at a lower rate >—Yes ; and if we were less dependent
upon the American market for it.

733. Does the importation of cotton from the East Indies at its present rate
at all affect the price of the American cotton >—Not at all.

734. What incrcase would be neccssary of such cotton as you could buy and
profitably work up, to affect the price of the American cotton ?— Probably from
10 to 25 per cent. of increase.

735. How great an improvement in the cotton would be necessary to give you
an article from India that you could buy and work up: you say that you do
not buy much now >—An improvement from 10 to 25 per cent. would, I should
say, vastly increase the consumption of Indian cotton ; Inow speak of the quality.

736. Chairman.] You state that the present importation from India does not
affect the price of the American cotton : is it not the fact that, in the making up
of accounts in Liverpool, or in a spiuner making his calculations as to the prices,
that he takes into consideration the probable importation from India?—No
question of it.

737. Then does not that seem to contradict your statement that the present
importation from India makes no difference in the price of the American
cotton’—The prices are always relative: the stock of American cotton is
generally so much larger than that of the Indian, that the spinner can
always find a supply of American, if the Indian cotton becomes either decarer
or scarcer.

738. Mr. /¥ilson Patten.] The [ndian market, I presume, has very littlc effect
at all upon the market for the finer cotton >—None,

739. Viscount Mahon.] You have stated that you have seen Indian cotton of
equal quality with the American cotton: did you understand in what part of
India that cotton was grown :—No. _

740. Where did you see it 7—In the Liverpool market.

741. You put no question as to the particular district that produced it?—1I
have sometimes inquired, and I have not been able to obtain the information.

743. Mr. George Thompson.] With regard to indigo, you are aware that it is
a very valuable product, capable of compression into a small compass, and grown
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upon the banks of one of the largest rivers in India, the Ganges, on which it
can be easily removed and taken down to Calcutta: cotton is a bulky article,
and requires as much almost as any thing, the best means of carriage and
facilities for transportation : have you paid any attention to the state of the roads
in India between the port of exportation and the cotton-growing countries *—
The impossibility of getting supplies of cotton from the bag state of the roads is
very well known in the market of Liverpool or Manchester sometimes; for it
is said that the supply of the Indian cotton has been retarded, or has not taken
place at all, from the roads being totally impassable.

743. Has it ever come into your possession in such a state as to indicate that
it was exposed to heavy rains ?—Yes.

744. Do you think that the people of Liverpool generally, if the conviction
was once wrought in their minds that there was no fiscal obstacle to the growth
of cotton in India, as there is no natural obstacle, would be willing to co-operate
to obtain it from that country by sending out agents, or any other method that
could be suggested, if they were certain of getting cotton when they got there F—
No doubt of it.

745. Mr. Bolling.] From your knowledge of the state of trade, do you think
that the import of Indian cotton into this country is likely to incrcasc at all, as
long as the native-grown cotton is adhered to >—1I have seen some of the native
cotton that is very little inferior to the American—the Surats; but I am satisfied
that the quality of the cottonmust be greatly improved before we can use it to
advantage ; I should not quarrel myself us to the source of the improvement,
provided we obtained it.

746. You think that the samples exhibited of that short staple cotton, the
native cotton from native seed. is cleaned admirably *—Yes, 1 do.

747. And yet, after all, it does not suit your market >—Certainly not.

748. Of the imports of cotton into this country, the use of the Indian cotton
will not be increcased unless the American seed he adopted ?—Not unless the
quality of the cotton be improved ; I think it is possible to improve the cultivation
cven of the native sced in India.

749. Viscount Jocelyn.] What is the difference between the freight from America
and from the East Indies*—The freight is usually somewhat less from Calcutta
to Liverpool than from New Orleans to Liverpool, on account of the very much
larger capacitics of the vessels, the cotton having to be once loaded only and
once unloaded ; the great charges are the same in hoth cases.

750. What is the average price of the freight 7—At the present time we pay
seven-sixteenths of a penny per pound from Charleston to Liverpool ; I cannot
speak as to the others.

751. Mr. Wilson Patten.] What are the measures that the Lancashire manu-
facturers take to ascertain what is the probability of a good or bad harvest in
cotton in America; by their own agents or their own correspondents ?—By one

or the other ; by both.
=52. What is the coursc taken as to the Indian crops ?—They correspond with

the merchants in Bombay.

~53. Is there the same mecans in India of ascertaining the probability of a.
good crop throughout the country as there is in America?—Certainly not ; the
want of communication would be a serious obstacle, and would render it totally
impossible to obtain that information.

=54. Supposing the crop of cotton improved in America in particular dis-
tricts, I suppose the Lancashire manufacturer would be able to make his arrange-
ments with more certainty than he could with regard to India? —Yes.

753. Sir James Hogg.] By agents and correspondents in Bombay, you mean,
I presume, the Bombay mercantile houses ?—Yes, certainly. '

#56. Do you think that the Bombay mereantile houses purchasing cotton on
their own account, or purchasing cotton to the order of their correspondents upon
commission, gain more by the cotton being clean than they would if the cotton
were in its usual rather foul state ?—I would say that they gained more by a:
clean article than by a dirty quality.

757. Are they not paid by commission ?—Yes; and the higher the value, the
greater the amount of commission.

758. Chairman.] Do you know the rate of commission upon which the Bombay

merchants buy cotton ?—I do not know.
=50. Mr.
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759. Mr. J. B, 8mith.] Ara you not aware that the American cotton has
. almost superseded the growth of all other kinds of cotton 2— Almost.

760...To what. do. you attribute that }—The adaptation of the quality to the

demand of the English.epinners. . . - '
761. Is it not rather that they can produce it at a lower price than any other
country —I should scareely anticipate that they.could.

.762. How.do.you account for it, that the import of the Indian cotton has fallen
off 5o mych that at the present time it is probably only about one-fifth of the
imports that we have received in certain. years f—7There is no doubt that, with
the present cultivation of cotton in India, and taking the qualities into consi-
deration, the American plantér can produce hjs cotton at a cheaper rate than
the Indian planter does; and for the Indian planter to compete with the Ame-
rican planter, it appears to me to be indispensable that the yield per acre must
be greatly increased, and with the increased yield per acre, I believe inevitably
that, there would be an improved quality.

763. If you were told that in America they produce 300 lbs. of clean cotton
per acre, and in the East Indies only 100 lbs., would you think it probable that
we are likely to receive a great increase of supply from the East Indies 7—At
100 lbs. per acre I should ; I have heard estimates as low as 70 lbs. per acre.

764. K’Ir. Lewis.] Can you state the value of the quantity of cotton imported
from India to England annually ?—1I should think it may amount to about half
a million sterling per annum at present.

765. In the former part of your evidence I think you stated that in your
opinion, if proper means were adopted, the quantity might be increased to about
five millions 2—1I should say so.

766. Will you state to the Committee the grounds of that opinion ?—Looking
at the trade that we have had with America, we have there evidence that with
the increase of our trade we have had an increase of the supply of cotton, and the
trade hus gradually extended until at length we are paying America about ten
millions sterling per annum for the cotton that we receive now. Now in India
there is an immense extent of territory, and the population of it would consume
British manufactures to a most enormous extent. The whole question with
respect to our Indian trade is, whether they can pay us by the products of their
soil for what we are prepared to send out in the form of manufactures. We can
send manufactures to a greatly increased extent to the East Indies, and it would
become a duty on the part of the Government of the East Indian territory or the
people themselves to supply commercial returns.

767. In making that comparison, have you taken sufficiently into account the
difference of character of the cultivators in the United States and the cultivators
in Hindostan ?—Yes, I have. The human mind, I think, very much the same all
over the world, Let a man be rewarded, and he will exert himself.

768. Do you think that the Anglo-Saxon mind and the Hindoo mind are
very similar with respect to industry ?—1I have a great respect for the Anglo-
Saxon mind.

769. Mr.Wilson Patten.] Ought you not, in judging of the cost of production,
to take into calculation the greater price of slave labour in America than that of
the ryots, which, I suppose, is as cheap as any that can be procured ?-—I did do
80: fy made a calculation some time ago, and I found that an American planter
could not grow cotton at a less cost than 3 d. a pound, which is Mr. Smith’s
estimate,

#70. Chairman.] Do you know whether there is a great difference in Ame-
rica between the production of different acres; for instance, one acre may pro-
duce 200 1bs. and another 400 lbs. ; as in this countr’?', one acre will produce two
quarters of wheat, and another six or eight quarters ~—Yes.

771. Mr. Lewis.] To effect that great incrcase which you conceive probable,
would you rely maiuly upon the efforts of the Government, or upon the spon-
taneous efforts of the cultivators —I would unshackle the people, and let indi-
vidual exertion accomplish it.

772. You would rely upon the natural influence of an increased demand for
cotton in Enfland operating upon the minds of the cultivating classes in India ?
—Yes, and the leading influence of the European, whose interest would prompt
him to join the Hindoo to endeavour to accomplish that end.

0.41. H 773. Chairman.]
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773. Chairman.] Leaving it for the Government to remove such obstacles as
may appear to be within their province—difficulties of communication, or any
fuestion of assessment ?—Yes,

774. Mr. Lewis.] Can you suggest any measure which the Government in
India could with propriety adopt for encouraging and increasing the cultivation
of cotton ?—Every facility for making good roads ought to be first given, and
then the land tenure ought to be put on so moderate a foundation that the
planter or cultivator may be enabled to obtain a fair reward for his exertions.

775. Mr. George Thompson.] In your judgment, has not the price which has
been obtained for Amecrican cotton in the markets of the United Kingdom been
the stimulus which has so greatly increased the production of that cotton >—The
American planter, I think, has been stimulated by the improvement to produce
in a greater quantity, and he Las at the same time produced it at a cheaper rate,
and the quality of the cotton produced under those circumstances has been so
desirable to the English spinners, that inevitably a very important trade has
ariscn up between the two.

776. Are you aware of the existence in this country, to any extent, of a strong
desire to obtain cotton which is the produce of free labour?—There is such a
desire.

777. Have you had any applications made to you, or information sought from
you, upon the subject?—Yes ; I have spun free labour cotton to oblige a friend,
experimentally.

John Forbes Royle, Esq., M. p., further Examined.

778. Chairman.] HAV E you any thing further to state 2-—Yes ; Mr. Hamilton
Bell, who is a gentleman settled near Agra, applied to the Lieutenant-governor
for leave to grow some of the best cottons of Rajpootana and other districts
in the ncighbourhood of Agra; leave was given, which was afterwards con-
firmed, when the Lientcnant-governor applied to the Court; but the order
coming late, or Mr. Bell not having been able to make his arrangements in time,
he did not cultivate much, but bought some of the best common cottons of
Rajpootana, which he has had cleaned, and that has, I believe, come here ; not
the experimentally grown cotton at all. Besides this, the Bengal and Agra cot-
tons are well known to be the shortest stapled cottons of India.

779. Chairman.] The cotton that you have seen here so well cleaned, you
suppose to be the common cotton of the neighbourhood of Agra, which has under-
gone a more carcful process of picking and cleaning ?— I suppose it was cleaned
by the gins sent out with the American planters; 1know that some of Mr. Ha-
milton Bell's cotton is in Liverpool at present.

780. Mr. George Thompson.] If the project ofthe Great Peninsular Railway
Company were carried out, would that have any effect upon the cotton trade
between Bombay and the interior >—1I think it would be extremely beneficial ;
a railway going into the interior of the country where there is no water carriage
would have great influence upon the improvement of its trade in general.

781. Viscount Jocelyn.] And it would go through a very important part of the
countrx *—Yes; very good Indian cotton is produced there.—I have reports upon
the different papers referred to me at different times; I will hand in these if itis
thought desirable.

[The same were handed in, and are as follows :)

OBsERvATIONS on the Experimental Culture of CotTon in India. By J. F. Royle.
February 1847.

Cotron, though a natural product of India, and cultivated there from the earliest times,
13 remarkable as having in a great degree been supplanted in English commerce by that
which is produced in America. It 1s an important inquiry to determine whether this has
been caused by difference n nature, or inferior cultivation and careless preparation,

The cottons of the United States are produced by the plant called Gossypium Barbadense,
and its varieties, and which is quposed to be originally a native of Mexico. The cotton of
Brazil, Pernambuco, &c., is yielded by G. acumihatum. The cotton of India is produced
by the species called G. Indicum and its varieties, while G. arboreum yields a fine quality of
cotton, but small in quantity. I

ndian
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Indian cotton has some good, with ita well-known bad qualities. These are, however,
more accidental than natural. It is usually described as being short in staple, and 1s
certainly so carelessly collected, as to have intermixed with 1t so much short nap, dirt, leaves
and seeds, as to amount to about one-fourth of its weight; upon this fourth, carriage, freight
and other expenses are to be paid, as much as ugon the qlenn cotton. This necessarily keeps
down its price, prevents its full employment by English manufacturers, in consequence
partly, however, of requiring some modifications in their machinery.

Notwithstanding these defects, Indian cotton is used to a considerable extent in English
manutactures, and has some positive good qualities ; first, its colour, by which yarn and
cloth in which it is employe«f are much improved 1n appearance ; the second is, the swelling
of its thread, which makes the cloth have a more substantial appcarance when bleached ;
thirdly, it takes the colour in dying more uniformly than some other cottons. The shortness
of the staple appears to be no substantial objection to Indian cotton being largely employed
by English manufacturers, if it was sent to market in a clean state, and the supply was
regular and abundant.

As might be expected from the importance of the subject, experiments have at different
times been made &: the improved culture and cleaning of Indian cotton, but generally
without much success or permanent advantage. Another great cxperiment having been
determined upon, Captain Bayles was sent to America, and returned with 10 American
planters of experience, with sced of different kinds, and machines for cleaning cotton. Of
these planters, three were sent to Bombay, three to Madrus, and four accompanied Captain
Bayles to the Bengal establishment. .

The experiments were intended to emibrace the cleaning of Indian cotton, with an improve-
ment in its culture, and the introduction of American cotton into India, including, of course,
the sending it in a clean state to market.

The planters intended for the Madras Presidency were first sent to the Tinnivelly district,
long famous for producing what was known as *“ Hughes’ Tumivelly Cotton,” but they
were shortly removed to the Coimbatore distiict, where much cotton is grown, and where
Mr. Heath succeeded in growing cotton of good quality many yems since. ‘I'here the
experimental culture has remained under the superintendence of Dr. Wight.

The Bombay planters were sent to the Broach district, at first under Dr. Peart, and
since then under the superintendence of Dr. Burn.  But the three planters first sent there
shortly gave up their engagements, when one planter was sent across from Bengal, and
another from Madras.

The Bengal planters arrived the last at their destinations, and were sent up to the neigh-
bourhood of Calpee, when two farms weie established in the Doab, and two in Bundlecund.
Of these, the one near Rath, and that most in the interior, was shortly abandoned, as Mr.
Mercer, the American planter, was burnt out by the disturbances in that district; he was
then sent to Bombay.

The cleaning of both Amectican aud Indian cotton seems to have heen completely suc-
cessful at all the experimental cotton furms i Coimbatore, Dhaiwar and Broach ; and also
it is understoud in Bundlecund. The work was done eftectively and cheaply, and with
very httle injul('iy to the staple, as is evident from the price at which the cotton has been
valued and sold by brokers at Liverpool. The native weavers in the interior of the country
also hought the cotton, thus cleancd, at a higher price than that cleaned by the native
churka or foot-roller.

In the Dharwar district a still further progress has been made, inasmuch as hand-saw-gins,
on the American plan, but worked by manual labour, have heen managed entirely by natives,
and without the presence of either European or American superintendence. The establish-
ment of native Elncksmiths and carpenters attached to the experimental farms have also
succeeded in making every part of these hund-saw-gins (with the exception of the saws,
which were sent from this country). These saw-gins have cost only 150 rupees (those from
England and America havinF cost 400 and 500 rupees), and they clean 900 lbs. of seed cot-
ton, which yields 300 Ibs. of clean cotton, at an expensc of one rupee 12 annas a day.

The native dealers buy the seed cotton from the ryots, and sell them the seed again, either
for sowin§l or for feeding their cattle. It is understood that the price of the seed more than

ys for the expenseof cleaning, even by the native method, which was estimated by Mr.
R!i‘ercer, last year, to be 64 rupees per candy of 781 lbs. ; that by the American saw-gin being
then from 4 to 44 rupees,

As some of the native cotton cleaned by these gins has been valued (January 1847) at
6d. per Ib., and as it is considered that 4d. or 4} d. would yield a profit to all concerned, the
establishment of groups of gins in favourable situations, that is, good cotton districts, would
afford a large supply of veré good cotton for the English manufacturer. If the same parties
could export the cotton to England direct, a still greater profit would be realised.

The culture of native cotton was considered by the American planters on the Bengal side
to be susceptible of great improvement, as several crops are grown with the cotton, and
it is also allowed to hang on the bushes, until the dried leaves, &c., become so intermixed as
to be separated with difficulty from the cotton. It has not been proved, however, that the
American mode of culture is suitable to all parts of India, as this has, in many parts, a drier
soil and climate than is met with in Louisiana and Alabama. The American planters on
the western side of India seem to consider the ryots to be such good cultivators, that it
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would be,difficult to cope with them except by adopting their methods, and then the natives
, would beat any Europeanon the scere of economy. e

The culture of American cotton has been successful in some, and unsuccessful in other
parts of India. It failed in the north-western provinces of the Bengal Presidency, from
two very dry seasons, and also from the general dryness of the soil and climate at the con-
clusion of the rainy season, and apparently, also, to the American planters not employin
irrigation, as is practised in the similar climate of Egypt; for no difgculty was expsrienceg
in growing cotton in the equally dry climate of Saharumpore; and Colonel Colvin intro-
duced American cotton into several villagesalong the Doab Canal, The completion of the
great Gaoges Canal would render the cultivation of cotton easy from the command of
irrigation when required, and from the comparatively moister climate which will be produced
by irrigation becoming general.

On the failure of the experiments in the Ganges and Jumna Doab, and in Bundlecund,
one planter was removed to Goruckpore, and another to Rungpore, situations nearer the
belt of forest which runs along the foot of the Himalayan mountains, and where deficiency
of moisture is seldom if ever experienced. But in both these situations, as well as at
Broach, on the opposite side of India, the culture failed from the excessive heat and dryness
of the weather immediately the rains ceased : when the plants, accustomed for some time
to a warm, moist and equable climate, were suddenly exposed to a hot and parching atmo-
sphere, late m September and early in October, The plants and bolls (or young fruit
contaming the cotton) were likewise injured from the depredations of innumerable insects, as
has also been occasionally experienced m Coimbatore.

Since then, an
of Dacca, under
obtained.,

.At Coimbatore, where the climate is not altogether favourable, from occasional storms and
droughts, the cultivation of American cotton has now proceeded for some years, and upon the
whole with considerable success. Some of the American cotton grown here in red soil in 1841,
when the experiment was first established, was exhibited by myself at Manchester, and
was pronounced by some cxperienced manufacturers and spinners to be “ quite equal to the
finé qualities of the sume cotton produced in the United States.” Last year Dr. &’ight, the
supenntendent, was of opinion, that “he could carry on the culture with profit.”" Since
then, in a letter dated 25th April 1845, in reply to some queries which I sent to him, he
states, that by sowing early, that is, in July or August instead of in September and October,
ag is uual M that part of India, he had obtained much larger returns per acre; also, that
the natives here are gradually becoming willing to cultivate American cotton, and on the
American plan, provided we will ensure them a certain market and honest prices for their
produce. In this cuse, Dr. W. states that there will be no difficulty in getting the natives
to cultivate cotton fit for the English market to any extent; and he has also stated, that
there is abundance of land in the Coimbatore, Tinnivelly, Salem and Madura districts. This
is very imYorumt, for 24 bales of American cotton grown by Dr. Wight, and 10 bales grown
by the collector of Coimbatore, which have arrived at Liverpool, have been pronounced by
cxperienced brokers and spinners to be of excellent guality, and worth 63d. a Ib. It was
reported to be equal to fine Orleans cotton, value 634., at the same time, that is, the 12th
December 1846, at laverpool.

In a letter dated 7th December 1846, Dr. W. states, “ that we are now fast closing our
accounts for the year, and will send home 300 bales of ginned country cotton in the course
of another month, Next year we should, I think, be ab%e to raise it to 500, over and above
our own crop, which 1 apprehend will be about as much as our gins are able to turn out.”

Werimental culture of cotton has been established in the neighbourhood
r. Price, but as far as it has gone, no favourable results have been

Complete success has attended the experiments at Dharwar, in the Southern Mahratta
country, and here some excellent cotton was produced when the experiments were tried in
1834. ~ The cause, no doubt, 1s favourable climate, which Mr. Mercer, the American planter,
says is more like the Mississippi climate than any other he has met with in India. The
elevation (the whole district being above the Ghauts) modifies the climate, which also feels
the influence of both monsoons or rains, so that it never becomes excessively dry, and is
never inundated with excessive rains. Mr, Mercer finds the seed returning to its original
Mexican character, instead of deteriorating, as in other parts of India. Here the natives,
witnessing the success of cultivation 1n the Government farm with American cotton, huve
themselves adopted it, and are rapidly increasing it, as they find it yields a larger quantity
per icre, and they get a better price even from the native weavers for every maund they
grow. The first impulse was given by the energy and zeal of Mr. Shaw.

The culture of American cotton has here been yearly increasing in quantity, from 600
acres thé first year (1842) to about 15,000 acres last year, when Mr. Mercer thought that
not less than a mullion of pounds of American cotton would be produced. This crop has
now been ginoed, and 40,000 rupees worth, at 663 rupees per candy of 784 lbs., has been
brought from the ryots for transmission to this country. This is at the rate of about 23d.
a lb., the price having, no doubt, been rawsed in consequence of the Government purchasing
what the native weaveys themselves are ready to buy at a higher price than their own cotton,

which sold last year for 1}3d. & lb.
This
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This year the cultivation, Mr. Mercer calculates, is about 25,000 acres, but the exact

quantity is not easily ascertained, for the cultivation is now entirely in the hands of the

ots, from whom the native middlemen buy the cotton in the seed, have it cleaned at the

vernment gins, sell the refuse seed back again to the ryots, and the clean cotton either

to Government or to the native weavers, It is important to observe that it is in this district
that the gins have been managed entirely by natives,

. Of this cotton, 236 bales, amounting to 84,733 Ibs., have arrived at Liverpool, and were
examined and valued by brokers last month. That bought from the ryots was valued at 6 d.
per Ib, ; that grown on the Government farm at 6} d.; a few bales bought from the ryots at
6} d. ; while some Broach cotton growp on the Government farm, though not very clean,
was valued at 6} d. to 6} d.; and Candeish cotton bought from the ryots at 5} d. to 53 d.
The Bourbon cotton and some Hybrid cotton, grown at the experimental farm at Rutnagherry,
were valued at 7d. and 7} d., and a small quantity at 10d. per lb.

Taking a careful survey of the experiments as far as they have dprocee,ded, we observe
that perfect success has been obtained in cleaning both the native and American cotton with
American saw-gins in India. With regard to culture, we observe that though failure has
attended some of the experiments, success has been sufficiently great in others to warrant
the expectation.that it will be permanent and extensive enough to he of national importance,
if such measures are adopted as are suited to make it permanent; for Dr, Wight says that
the natives are ready to grow it if we ensure them a sale and honest prices; and Mr, Mercer
assures us that they get more of the American cotton than of their own per acre, and also
a better price for it. This is evident from the rapidity with which the culture has in-
creased ever since the natives were convinced by example of its practicability and profit.
But here the Governmeut purchases on the spot have acted as a direct stimulus, and the

same effect is taking place in the Coimbatore district. We know, also, that when the Go-

vernment received the land-tax or rent in kind, or had a commercial agent, the Thoil or
selected cotton of the Broach and other districts was excellent in quality, and very fairly
clean, even without the saw-gin.

It would appear, therefore, that nothing but encouragement on the spot is required to give
great and permanent extension to the culture of improved cotton in India, accompanied with
improved communication with the coast. But the first point is not easily effected, because
the most suitable localities for culture are at a distance from the seats of Government, that is,
the capitals of Calcutta, Madras and Bombay, where European merchants are chiefly
established. The cultivators are therefore in tie hands of middlemen, who are more
interested in getting cheap than in buying good cotton, as requiring less outlay and yieldin
equal profit; indeed, Colonel Skinner long since stated that it was no use growing g
cotton, as the merchants would not give a Detter price for it.

The whole object could be simply and easily. effected if merchants interested in the im-
provement and extension of the cotton culture would themselves engage in the business of
purchasing cotton from the ryots, either with or without advances, ﬁaving it cleaned with
the saw-gin, either their own or with those belonging to Government. The sale of the cotton
seed for sowing or for food for cattle, and in improved culture even for manure, would
for the expense of cleaning, and yield the cleaner a profit at the same time. If the same
parties would export it to this country, a further profit would be derived, and security ob-
tained for the cotton not being tampered with between the farm and the factory.

That such measures would have considerable effect is very evident from answers to five
uestions which I last year sent to Mr. Mercer, then in charge of the cotton plantations in
?)harwar, now superintendent of cotton plantations in Broach. These questions were sent
to assist in the establishment of a Cotton company which was at that time contemplated here.

J. Forbes Royle, u.n.
East India House, February 1847.

Five QuesTioNs sent to and answered by Mr. Mercer, in April 1845,

Question 1.—At what price is cotton to be purchased at your nearest mart ?
Answer.—Cotton may be bought at Hooble at 40 rupees per candy of 7 ewt. (or for
784 lbs.), which is not quite 1}d. per b,

Question 2.—At what price do you think cotton may be purchased from the cultiva-
tor, either with or without previous advances ?

Answer—Without advances it cannot be obtained from the ryots at much less than the
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market, price, aud difficult to obtain in large quantities. With advances it can be had ata

redu;tinn of 20 to 25 per cent, and any quantity to the extent of 8 or 7 lacs of rupees’
wort

v - Question 3.—~What is the cost of cleaning cotton by the native process and by the
Awmerican gins? ) Ly
1 Answer.~The cost of cleaning by the foot-roller, the only method in use here, is, at the
lowest, 61 rupees per candy. The cost for the same quantity by the saw-gin is' now 4 to 4}
rupees ; it will be less when the machines are better understood. . - ' ‘
n4l. H 3 Question



J. F. Royle, Esq.,
u. nl

3 March 1848,

Failure with
American cotton.

Success with
American cutton.

62 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before SELECT COMMITTEE

Question 4.—What are the expenses of the conveyance of cotton ?
Answer.—The charges on a candy of 7 cwt. to Bombay are about—

Rs. a.

Carriage by bullocks or cart to the coast - - - 10 ~
Dutly at the coast (abolished if exported to England) - 3 -
Cooly and boat-hire at the coast - - - - 1 =«
Pay to native clerk for shipping to Bombay - - - 8
Freight to Bombay - - - - . - - 2 8
Cost of bagging and packing - - - - - 3 8
. 20 3

Or without the duty - - - - = ;7 8

Question 5.—What measures would you recommend a company to adopt for the
purchase, cleaning and conveydnce of cotton to port of shipment ?

Answer.—1st. The mvestment of a large amount of capital in saw-gms.  2d. The employ-
ment of proper persons for establishing them throughout the district, and for purchasing
cotton direct from the ryots, by making hberal advances to them yeurly after their crops are
sown. European mechanics would be required to look after the working, repairing, &c. of
the machines ; and a set of shaip young men, who would not be too lazy to learn the native
language, to look atter the busmess of advances, &c.

With 5 or 6 lacs of rupees capital a company might, with such a plan, monopolize nearly
the whole cotton crop of the Southern Mahratta country, benefit the cuitivators, and make
immense profits. As to the method of conveymg the cotton to the port of shipment, I know
of none better than the ong now practised, unless Government o1 companies make roads.

To David Hill, Esq., Secretary of the Revenue, Judicial and Legislative Commttee,
East India House.
Sir,

IN accordance with the order of the committee of the 7th July 1847, that I should pre-
pare and submit, for the information of the committee, a report on the present state of the
cultivation of cotton in India, showing the results which have followed the measures recently
taken by the East India Company for its impiovement, 1 beg leave to subunt the following
abstract account of the results which have been obtaned, and which are dctailed in the
several accompanymng reports which I have had to make on the subect.

In those repotts these 1esults are detailed up to the beginning ot the present year, and by
these it appears that, with respect to the culture of American cotton, both falure and suc-
cess have attended the experiment.

The American cotton failed m north-west India, that is, on both sides the Jumna, appa-
rently from the great dryness of the soil and chmate, agaravated duning two unusually dry
seasons, which unfortunately occurred at the period of the expernnents. This cotton also
faled at Goruckpore, Rungpore, and more recently at Dacca, not from any deficiency of
moisture dwing the rainy season, but from the great heat and comparative diyness which
arc experienced at the end of the 1ainy scason. The same difficulty was also expenienced
by the American plants on the opposite side of India, that 15, m Bioach. These plants,
moreover, suffered especially m the east of India, from the depiedations of mnumerable
insects, which prefer the soft and juicy American plant to the hard and dry Indian species.
1 do not, however, entirely despair of the successful cultivation of American plauts m the
drier and cleared parts of north-west India, where irngation may be employed to save a
crop ; for it 18 only by the aid of irnigation that it succeeds in Egypt, and 1 found no diffi-
culty in cultivating the American cottou at Saharunpore; and Colonel Colvin successfully
introduced it into many villages along the Delhi Canall.

Complete success has attended the culture of the American cotton both 1n the Southern
Mahratta country and i the Coimbatore district.  Iu the former, especially near Dharwar,
from the success of the cultivation in the Government farms, the ryots were induced to take
't;p the cultivation on their own account, and extend it to between 25,000 and 30,000 acres.

hey gladly did so, receiving 10 anas for a maund of American seed-cotton, instead of
8 anas, the price of the indigenous kupas. The wakarus sold 1t to Government in a clean
state (that 1s, cleaned by themselves with the improved hand-saw-gin) for 664 rupves the
candy of 784 lbs. The further cxpenses on this quantity amounted to between 17 and 18
rupees* in conveyance, &c. to Bombay, or altogether to 833 rupees. Some of this cotton
was sold at Bombay for 113 rupees a candy, and the 500 bales which were sent to Man-
chester for 6}d. a pound, having cost about 33d. a pound, judging by 20 bales of the same
cotton imported into Manchester by individuals.

In the Coimbatore district the success has been still greater, as far as the quality of the
cotton 1s concerned, for this 13 valued at 6¢d., or from }d. to j d. above that produced m

Dharwar,

* Carriage by bullocks to the coast, Re.10.; expenses in bagging and packing, Re.3. 8.; expenses in
shipping tosl(;oxibay, Re.1. 8.; freight to Bowbay, Re.2. 8.; total, Re.17.8. ’
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Dharwar, and Dr. Wight states that it can be Janded at Liverpool for 3} d. & pound. The J, F. Royle, Esq.,
success in cultivation has, therefore, been complete, as we have an article cheaply produced M.D.
which is hiehly valued at the place of consumption. I have, however, for the present men-
tioned the Coimbatore experiment as second in point of success ; because, as faras I have  § March 1848.
yet learned, it has not yet reached the same point of success as far as the natives are con-
cerned, upon whom must in the end depend any great supply of this agricultural
roduct,
P Both these cottons are considered by Manchester manufacturers as well fitted for the bulk Districts suited to
of our manufactures, and calculated to suﬁply the place of American cotton. The next American cottons.
uestion, therefore, is the quantity in which it can be supplied.  Dr. Wight has stated that
the four southern provinces of tze peninsula, Coimbatore, Salem, Madura and Tinmvelly,
are alone capable of supplying half the quantity of cotton required by the manufac-
turers of England. The South Mahratta country has much soil and climate suited to the
culture, in addition to the Dharwar and Belgaum collectorate, where it has already suc-
ceeded. Many parts of the Sattara territories, of the Putwurdun district, and of the Nizam’s
territory, are well suited to the successful culture of Amencan cotton. Perhaps, also, some
parts of the Northern Circars, Chota, Nagpore and Malwa, and probably the vicinity of the,
sea-coasts of Guzerat and of Scinde, as a certain degree of moisture of the atmosphere
seems essential, and an absence of the extremes of drought and of heavy deluging rains.

The high opmion entertained by Manchester manufacturers of the goodness of the cotton
already produced, and of its fitness for their manufactures, was evidenced by their sending an
agent, with, T have understood, ample funds, to be spent in the districts of Dharwar and of
Coimbatore in the purchase of this cotton from the ryots. The highly remuncrative prices
for which the Dharwar cotton from American seed has sold at Manchester are also most
satisfactory and encouraging to extended culture. .

Another successful result of the present expernnents is the effectual manner in which both Success in clean-
the American and Indian cottons have been cleaned by the American saw-gins, which have ing both Amencan
often been stated to be unsuited to the latter. 'I'he establishment of large gin-houses, pro- und Indian cottons
vided with several saw-gins, will no doubt be of great service in situations where large quanti- with saw-ging
ties of cotton can be brought so as to keep the maclunes n constant employment. But
the modification of the saw-gin into one of smaller size, moved by bands, and worked by re-
lays of labourers, must be considered of still greater importance, as themachinemay be moved
fiom village to village, where it requires nothing larger than a common hut for a sufficient
gin-house. The successful manufacture in India of every part of these instruments, with
the cxception of the saws, is another feature of great importance, cspecially as they do not
cost more than 150 rupees, and clean about 900 Ibs. of seed-cotton a day, yielding 300 lbs.
of clean cotton, at an expense of Rs. 1. 12. a day. The success which has attended this
part of the experiment must be ascribed to the mstruments having been superintended by
those accustomed to their working, as well as to the judicious measure of sending out engi-
neers qualified to 1epair any damages, and to teach the native workmen how to keep the
instruments in working order.

Mr. Mercer at Dharwar, Mr. Petrie in Coimbatore, and Mr. Channing in Belgaum, have
all succecded in making excellent saw-gins.

Though the American cotton is most esteemed at Manchester, the improved culture and Value of Indian
cleaning of the indigenous cotton is still of great importance, for it supphes clothing for the cottun.
mass of the inhabitauts of India, and an important article of export to China, and is capable
of being employed for a great many purposes in the cotton manunfactures of this country.

Its possession of good qualitics is evident from the durability of Indian calicoes, and the
beauty and fineness of Indian muslins. At Munchester it is esteemed for its colour as well
as for the facility with which it takes different colours in dyeing, and also for its yarn swell-
ing in the process of bleaching, and thus giving to cloth made with it a more substantial
appearance. Nothing prevents its being largely employed exce{:t the dirty and adulterated
state in which it comes to market. As much of it 18 long enough in stuple to be fit for many
kinds of spinning, the value of the cotton may be ju«Tged of by the price it will bring in
this country. Mr. Turner informs me that, supposing the price of middling American cotton
to be 63d., he would readily give 53d. for the cotton oF Broach, and 5d. for that called
Coompta, which is produced chiefly in the Dharwar district. e also valued the cottons
of which specimens were lately sent by Mr. Bell from near Agra, at 5d.a lb., though
Mr. Tetley thinks they are worth 6d. or 6}d. a pound. 'This difference of opinion arises
from the difficulty of judging of the true value of this aiticle from hand specimens., Mr.
Turner, as he hus never seen cotton in bulk so free from dirt and without a speck of any
kind as the specimens sent from Agra, does not expect to find the entire bales so clean.
He is further unable to judge of the loss which will be surtained by the blowing away of the
short staple in the processes of carding and spinning. Mr. TetKey, while admitting that
the cotton is not well fitted for general purposes, yet thinks that he could sell it, from its
extreme cleanness, for 6d. or 6} d. a b. for speciul purposes, For instance, Indian cotton
is much used for candlewicks, the shorter kinds for wadding, and the larger und finer for
dyeing of different colours, to mix with silks, &c. As the great demand will be for spinning
into yarn, the price of any large quantity must be determined by its fitness for this purpose.
Besides the cotton of Broach and Guzerat, commonly called Surats, and that called Coompta,
the cctton of Central India, produced chiefly in the Nizam’s territory, is much esteemed.
That of Bundlecund and of the native states to the westward of Colpea and of Agra is also
thought well of, but at present chiefly exported to China. Besides these, there are vast
racts suited to the production of Indian cotton, which would be employed for many pur-
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po'les if sent in a clean state to market, and still more so if its staple could be improved by
culture.

The improvement of the indigenous cotton by culture has not been so much attended to
as was desirable in the course of the present experiments, from a mistaken notion in some
tluarters that they were instituted only for the introduction into India of American cotton.
‘I he American planters, however, state, that the cultivation of cotton in Broach, Guzerat,
Dharwar, Khandeish and in the Nizam’s territories is good and suited to the climate, It
consists of sowing the cotton in drills by itself, and as one of their rotation crops, occasionally
with the assistance of manure. The result is evidently beneficial, for the cottons are those
most esteemed in the English market. The planters at the same time stated, that the
culture in the Bengal presidency is susceptible of great improvement, as at present the
cotton is sown broad-cast, and with two or three other crops mixed with it; the same seems
to be the case in most parts of the Madras presidency.

‘I'he experiments on 1mproved culture seem, as far as they have been carried, and we can
ascertain the result, to have been attended with beneficial results, as the cottons have been
well reported upon; but we are unable to follow them into the mill, where alone correct
information can be obtained. Mr. Terry is said to have obtained an excellent crop in the
Doab by carefully cultivating the indigenous cottonss: Mr. Blount, from his experiments at
Goruckpore, considered that great improvement of the'nfitive cotton might easily be effected.
Dr. Burn, at Broach, also succeeded in getting largi®rops by carefully cultivating native
cotton ; while the Broach cotton cultivated in Belgagh sold at Bombay for $125, which
was 5 and 12 rupees higher than was obtained for that from New Orleans seed. Itis
evident, therefore, that the indigenous cotton is susceptible of great improvement in many
parts, and I have no doubt that its staple might be lengthened by due attention to the
culture, if this was varied so as to be suited to different soils and climates.

The successful cleaning of Indian cotton with the American saw-gins has already been
mentioned, and is hardiy of less importance than any other part of the experiment, inasmuch
as a very large supply of clean cotton might in a comparatively short space of time be sup-
plied for the use of the English manufacturer, and greatly to the bencfit of the Indian culti-
vator. At present Indian cotton is not used more than can be helped, because it is sent in
so dirty a state. A low price is paxd for it, because the purchaser makes a deduction in the

rice he would give for nominally the same rluantity, did he not expect to have to pay for
Eoth dirt and refuse; and yet carriage, freight, insurance and all other charges have been

aid upon the dirt as well as upon the cotton. It is essential, however, that the cotton
should be cleanly picked before it is saw-ginned, for the reasons stated mn my report on the
Agra cotton.

Broach cotton, cleaned by the saw-gin, was sent home bg' Dr. Burn, who calculated that
4} d. at Liverpool would yield profit to all concerned. The Dharwar native cotton in the
Coompta was valued at 5d. a pound at Manchester. Mr. Blount’s Khandeish cotton, cleaned
by the saw-gin, sold at Bombay for 132 rupees the candy of 784 lbs., when the cotton from
American seed sold for 113 and 120 rupees. Dr. Wight has shipped the cotton of the
Coimbatore district, but we have not yet heard of its arrival. The shortest stapled cotton 1s
probably that of the noith-west of India, and yet this sold for 43d. a pound for padding,
&c., on account of its cleanness. That cultivated by Mr, Bell would yield a profit if sold
for 4d., and that bought by him in the native states, ieing cheaper, would necessarily do so
at the same price ; but it has been valued at 5d. and 6d. If careful picking, therefore,
were combined with efficient cleaning by the saw-gin (and both might be done with little, if
any, extra expense), and the cotton when cleaned was preserved from adulteration by early
and safe packing, a considerable rise would probably take place in the prices of Indian cot-
ton, and a great increase in the quantities imported, by which the cultivator could not fail to
be beneﬁteg in the end.

» Notwithstanding the cheapness and comparative goodness of Indian cotton, it is notorious
at its supply is seﬁcient, owing, it has been asserted, to the influence of the “land-tax,”
‘the mode of levying the assessment,” bad roads, &c. Not satisfied with the validity of the
reasons assigned, I was induced to study the statistics of the cotton trade in general, in order
‘to ascertain, if possible, the causes which had interfered with the inciease, or had caused the
alleged decreage in the importations of cotton from India to this country. On examinin
these for a series of years, I was surprised at finding, instead of the gradual decrease whic
had been pointed out by some holding influential positions, that there had been a series of
rapid alternations of large and small imports, showing that these must have been influenced
by some fluctuating and not by any permanent cause or causes. This is best shown by the
accompanying diagram, in which the quantities and prices of both American and Indian
cotton are given from the year 1806 to 1846. By these it very clearly appears that the
exports from India of Indian cotton depend upon the prices of American cotton at Liverpool.
When this is dear, Indian cotton is sought after and bought; but when American cotton is
cheap, then the cotton of India is forgotten, and the increased crop which the Indian culti-
vator may have been induced to produce by the previous demand is left upon his hands, In
fact, if it were not for the large quantities required for consumption in India and for export
to China, no increased sul}ply would at any time be obtainable for the casual demand olPt(;le
English manufacturer. The inference may, however, be legitimately drawn, that if India
can supply so large a quautity of cotton on a sudden emergency, she could do 5o at all times
with facility if the demand was regular and the prices remunerative. Of this 1 am assured,
from the inquiries | have made in different parts of India, that the ryot is willing to cultivate
a much larger quantity of cotton if regular purchasers can be found at remunerative prices ;
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and the increase in price he requires (about a farthing in the pound) is much short of what
the manufacturer can afford to give ; but the host of middlemen who intervene between the
ryot and the manufacturer prevent the former benefiting by what would be no.loss to the
latter. The difficulties with which the cultivator bas to contend were also explained in the
above paper on the statistics of the cotton trade, which I read at the meeting of the British
Association at Oxford ; and an abstract was published in some of the periodicals. At the
suggestion of the chairman I prepared a second diagram, in which the quantities of cotton
exported from the three Presidencies to Europe and to China are represented.

n my visit to Manchester, the results of which I have already had the honour of report-
ing, I represented the above views to some of the principal manufacturers, and, in conjunction
with Messrs. Mercer and Blount, explained the difficulties under which the cotton trade of
India labours. Of these, the greatest was the want of a rzgular demand reacbinﬁ the
cultivator, who always suffered from the usual low prices of Indian cotton, and never bene-
fited by the occasional high rates which it reaches, in consequence of the tribe of middlemen
who intervene between him and the manufacturer ; we also explained, that no great quantity
of good cotton would ever come from India aslong as the present system continued, in
which the carelessness of the ryot was aggravated by the adulterations of the wakaria, and
the Buropean merchant would only huy such cotton as was brought to the Bombay market,
and who, moreover, has been heard to boast that he made a better profit out of cheap and

dirty cotton than he could out of clean, which was necessarily dearer cotton. We concluded.

with stating, that it was absolutely necessary for those who were indirectly interested in the
staple, themselves to encourage its improvement, by sending orders for good cotton direct to
the districts, and which would thus reach the ryot, who has to execute them. Theresult, as
I have already reported, was that some of the principal manufactuers a%.lreed to give orders
extending over the whole year, to be executed in the districts of Broach, Guzerat, and the
Southern Mahratta country, for both American and Indian cotton, in addition to the orders
which had previously been sent to Coimbatore. Mr. Turner has lately mentioned to me,
that if these oiders are tolerably executed, they will be made permanent and greatly
extended.

In conclusion, I may sum up the import of the preceding statcments by stating—1st. The
American cotton is deserving of every encouragement, not only in the districts where it has
succeeded, but it is desirable to ascertuin the other parts of India to which itis well suited.

2d. The good kinds of Indian cotton seem susceptible of still greater improvement, and
therefore experiments are still desirable in favoura%le situations, to ascertain whether its
staple may not be lengthened by careful culture, which is made suitable to different soils
and climates.

3d. Both the American and Indian cotton, so cultivated, ought of course to be picked as
they ripen, and then carefully cleaned, as well as quickly packed. The attention of the
natives should every where be turned to the advantages of early and clean picking, and keep-
ing the cotton, so picked, free from dirt and adulteration. This is essential if the cotton is to
be saw-(ginned. The Court has already ordered 5,000 saws for making a number of hand-saw-

ins; if a few of those were sent to Madras and to Bengal, it might be advantageous in
zcilitating their introduction among the natives.

4th. The establishment of screws in different districts, where the cotton may be at once
packed, will also be of great advantage, as preventing future adulteration; with this must
necessarily be combined the formation of cart-roads, where there are at present only bullock-
tracks, as donc to Coompta. The establishment of new ports of shipment* is also of great
importance, and one which I have suggested to those most interested in the subject, and who
have it now under consideration,

5th, Encouragement should be continued to the ryots by purchasing theirimproved cotton for
a few yearslongerin the districts to whichthe orders of the manufacturers have not yet reached.
A portion of all the cotton so bought or grown experimentally should be sent to Manchester,
in order that a correct opinion may be formed of its quality, because we shall not only know
the price at which it is sold, with the broker’s report, but be able to obtain a report from the
members of the Commercial Association of how the cotton passes through the different
operations of the mill, and therefore of the degree of improvement which has been effected
by culture and clganir:lg.

6th. Having derived considerable information from some queries which I sent three years
since to the superintendents and cotton planters, and which I have been able to com-
municate to manufacturers who have expressed great anxiety respecting the quantity,
quality, and Jmce of cotton obtainable from India, I would beg to suggest that a few
queries should be sent to all the collectors and political agents of the three presidencies where
any cotton is groyvn, in order to elicit information respecting the quantity and price at which
cotton might be imported from India for the use of manufacturers in case of any emergency.
The questions I would suggest are—1. What is the price of cotton, freed from sced, at your
principal cotton mart or marts? 2. At what price does the ryot sell his cotton, with or
without previous advances? 3. What is the expense of cleaning cotton by the churka or

foot-roller,

# There would be considerable advantage in such a measure in some situations; viz., cotton has to be sent
from Coompta in boats northward to Bombay ; this causes an addition of expense of four rupees in the candy.
‘The cotton has to be sent off nearly a month earlier than is abeolutely necessary, and yet the boats are very
often detained along the coast by the adverse monsoons. The cotton of the Tinnivelly district, which is now
advantageously shipped from Tuticorin, used formerly t«i be conveyed by land to Madras,
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foot-roller, &c.? 4. What are the expenses of carrying cotton to your nearest port for
shipment? 5. What quantity of land is under cultivation with cotton, and what is the
return per beegah or acre, and to what extent is it probable that the cultivation could be
extended if there was a regular demand at prices remunerative to the ryot.

Obs.—1It will be necessary to define the beegah, maund, and rupee mentioned. )

By perseverance for a short time longer in such measures, I feel persuaded that India will
be azle to supply a mullion of bales of good and clean cotton, and at a better price than she
now does 100,000, and with greater bencfit both to the cultivator and to the Government.

1 have, &c.

OssErvATIONS on the Results of the Experimental Measures for improving the Culture of
CotTon in India.

AT the point which the experimental measures adopted by the East India Company for
improving the culture of Indian cotton, and its preparation for the market, have now
attained, it seems desirable to collect and condense the results at which we have hitherto
arrived, and to endeavour to obtain from them a satisfactory solution of the following
propositions :—first, The practicability of India contending with America, in produgmg
even a fair quality of cotton; and, secondly, The probability of Indian cotton, if sent in a
clean state to market, continuing to be employed by any great number of manufacturers,
even should American cotton again fall as low in price as it has done.

On the first establishment of the cotton expeiiments in 1840, I made inquiries on the
expenses of culture in America, and found that a cotton planter had first to purchase his
land, and pay for its being cleared ; 1f it had been cleared, then he had to Fay a higher
price ; he had also to purchase slaves, cattle, agricultural implements, as well as saw-gins,
and to erect gin-houses besides other farm-buildings.

The annual expenses consist, besides the interest of the money expended and the
deterioration of property, of pay of overscers, food for slaves, and for cattle, as also of
incidental expenses.

Though the price of land may therefore be small in the first instance, the suhsequent and
annual cxpenses are so considerable, that the planter, even with enormous returns per acre,
as for instance from 800 to 600 lbs. of clean cotton, is yet unable to produce it at a
lower cost than about 3d. a Ib. This accords very nearly with the evidence of Mr. Joshua
Bates, of the housc of Baring & Co., and also with what I recently learnt at Manchester,
that cotton could not, on an average, be produced under 3d. a lb., and this without profit
to the owner of the property, or the expenses to Liverpool, and from that to the mills at
Manchester, &c. The dimmution m the imports of cotton from America during the [{}'esent
year 18 considered to have been occasioned chiefly by restricted cultivation m the United
States, in consequence of the low prices of 1846, when faw New Orleans cotton sold at
Liverpool for 33 d. a Ib.

On careful inquiry into the cost and sale prices of cotton in different parts of India, I find
the ryot m some districts sells his cotton without the sced; that 1s, compamtively clean
cotton for 1d. a lb., and readily for 1} d. a lb., while 1n other districts he obtains 14 d., and
in a few as much as 2} d. alb. The expenses of conveyance aic calculated at 1d. a Ib.

enerally, but 1t 1s much less from some districts, and therefore we have the cotton of India,
including the best Surats, selling at Liverpool at from 3 d. to 5d. per lb., though the latter
sometimes bring as much as 7d. and 8d. a lb. on an average, as mn the years 1839 and
1835. It has again, during this year, been selling for 6d. and 7d. a lb., and it has been
stated in the late Bombay report on cotton, that an advance of 3. per lb. upon a price of
34d. or 15 per cent. is suflicient to produce a healthy action upon the cotton trade of
Bombay; while Mr. Bell equally calculates that 4d. a Ib. at Liverpool will pay all expenses,
and yield a profit for the superior kind of cotton which he has cultivated near Agra. It is
evident, therefore, that in point of price, India (notwithstanding the small returns of pro-
duce, which do not amount on an average to 100 lbs. per acre of clean cotton) is able to
contend successfully with America, and will be able to do so still more successfully, when all
unnecessary expenses are diminished between the farm and the factory, and these are paid
on a clean and unadulterated article, instead of on cotton, which contains about one-fourth
of dirt and refuse.

The next point, and that of nearly as great importance as the former, is the quality of the
cotton which can be obtained from India. This may be noticed under the heads of
American and of Indian cotton.

Though the New Orleans cotton failed in the Doab, as it did in some other parts of India,
it is now well known to have succeeded completely in some of the southern provinces, as in
the Southern Mahratta country, and n the Ceimbatore district.  In the former, from 25,000
to 30,000 acres were 1n cultivation last year with New Orleans cotton. This was both
grown and cleaned by the hand-saw-gin by the natives themselves, and then sold to Go-~
vernment for 66} rupees the candy of 784 lbs,, and cost altogether, when sold at Man-
chestes, under 4d. a lb. Of the 1,000 bales which have arrived, 500 have been sold for
63 d. a lb. at Manchester ; the rest still remains unsold at Liverpool.

Dr. Wight’s cotton cultivated in Coimbatore is still more highly valued than that from
Dharwar, being considered quite equal to fair New Orleans cotton, and valued at 63d. per Ib.
Several hundred bales have, I believe, been despatched to Liverpool by Dr. Wight, and

he
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he states that it may be landed there for 3¢ d. per Ib. Mr. Turner, president of the Commer-
cial Association of Manchester, in reply to some queries which I addressed to him last
week, states, “ I assure you the shipment of 1,000 bales of such cotton,* as per ¢ Quentin G own by the
Leitch,’ is an event of no small interest and importance. Let the Court, then, persevere by ryots in Dharwar
all means in introduciniand encouraging the cultivation of American seed-cotton in every from New Orleaus
¢liistrict of India which is suitable for its growth, but especially in Coimbatore and seed.
Tinnevelly.”

The su{cess which has attended the cultivation of American cotton in the above districts
has had an unfavourable effect on the Indian cotton, as far as the opinions of some of the
princ(i;ml manufacturers are concerned, inasmuch as they seem to think, from the success
attending what they consider the best kind of cotton, it is uscless or unnecessary to take
any trouble with the indigenous cotton, as unfit to supply the place of American cotton in
our manufactures. Such being the opinions of some of the principal spinners, I found some
ditticulty in forming a correct opinion respecting the real value of Indian cotton, as 1 had
heard different opinions from some others. In this dilemma I was induced to write to Mr.
Turner, as above stated, requesting him to give me his deliberate opinion on the importance of
the improved cleaning and culture of Indian cotton, and on the probability of such cotton
continuing to be employed by spinners, even when American cotton is at a low price. Iannex
an extract from his letter below,+ as containing much valuable information, which is impor-
tant from his position at the head of the Commercial Association of Manchester, and from
his being himself one of the largest consumers of Indian cotton.

The Broach cotton is that generally considered the best’; that from the Dharwar district,
commonly called Coompta, is also esteemed for many good qualities, among which is
strength of fibre. The indigenous cottons of the Bengal presidency, being at present
chiefly exported toChina, are less known at Manchester, though the Bengal cotton is usually
consi ere(r short and woolly in the staple. The cotton of Bundlecund has long been famous
in India, but is not distinguished here.

It is evident that Indian cotton possesses some good qualities of its own. Among these

I may mention colour, swelling of the fibre in bleaching, and particularly the facility with
which it takes colours in dying. There can be no doubt, therefore, of the importance of im-~
proving the indigenous cottons of India, even though they are not applicable to all the
purposes of American cotton.

arious attempts have been made to improve the indigenous cottons of India in the Improved Indian
course of the present experiments, both by cultivation and by sending them in a cleaner cotton.

state to market. Broacﬁ cotton, cleaned {y the saw-gin by Dr. Burn, was approved of,
and sold well at Liverpool. The cotton of Khandeish, cleaned by the saw-gin by Mr.

Simpson and Mr. Blount, sold for 124 and 132 rupees the candil at Bombay, when cotton
from New Orlecans seed sold only for 113 and 120 rupees; though the preference of the
Bombay merchunts has not been confirmed at Manchester, where none of the samples of
indigenous cotton, however clean, were considered at all equal to that grown from American
seed. Theindigenous cotton of the Dharwar distiict,or Coompta, has already heen mentioned ;
it had one defect, which may casily be removed ; but it is described by Mr. North, who is
Mr. Turner’s partner, and in charge of the North Shore mills, as “ ahout the best specimen
of East Indiun cotton we ever worked. In the carding and spinning it has given unquali-
fied satisfaction.” The indigenous cotton of Coimbatore, cleaned by Dr. Wight, has not
yet been received.

The native cotton cleaned by the saw-gins cstablished at Agra, which was shipped to
London, and received some months ago, was disapproved of, from the shortness of the

staple,

3 March 1848,

Quality of Indian
cotton,

t “You ask, what is the court to do as regards those districts in which the American plant will not
thrive? My answer is, encourage the growth of the best cotton which will grow ; induce the natives to pick
it carefully, and to clean it effectually (which Mr. Mercer assures me can be done by the saw-gin, if the
kupas is only kept free from the dry friable leaves of the plant by careful picking); diacoum¥e or prevent
:g every possible means the system of wilful adulteration so injurious and so notorious; abolish the system

conveyance by bullocks, by making roads on which carts can travel, or still better, make or encourage
others to make railroads, by which means the cotton can be sent down in bales,and thus be preserved more
free from dirt and adulteration

“Such cotton, though not equal to what I expect will yet be grown in India from American seed, will
always be saleable and useful to the manufacturers of this countiy at its fair relative value, compared with
other cotton; and if such cotton is shi;i,pod freo from secds, sand and other filth, which have heretofore pre-
vented its extensive use, I havo no doubt it will gencrally prove saleable, at a price whith will remunerato

the grower.

“T;.ois rather difficult to answer your question as to ¢ the real value of Indian cotton, supposing, the staple
and character remaining as it is, you are enabled to have it clean picked and carefully ginned ;' there are
various qualities of Indian cotton ; the Broach cotton is generally the best. I also consider the Coompta
cotton to have many good qualitics ; the best guide I can give you as to what 1 consider the relative value
is, that supposing Broach cotton to be carefully picked and saw-ginned, so as to bo free from the minute
fragments of leat which formed the great objection to the saw-ginned Coompta cotton which Mr. Mercer sent
home ; I should order it at 1d. per Ib. below such cotton as the 1,000 balcs ez ¢*Quentin_Leitch ;" and I
should order Coompta cotton, similarly cleaned, at 1§d. less, e0 that supposing the American seed-cotton
to be worth 64d., I should value saw-ginned Broach, 5§d., and Coompta, 5d. . .

“1 believe that if India cotton is sent home clean, there will be an increased demand for it; and that it is
very unlikely that the spinners will digcontinue to use it, even if American cotton recedes frqm its present
value ; though of course they would in such case only use it at its relative value, compared with American.
You need not fear that it will go out of use, if, as you say, it can be produced at 13d. per 1b. by the ryotsin
Indis, as we have good ground for uupgoaing that gmerica cannot produce cotton within 50°/e of this price.
You must, howover, provide good roads by which this cheap produce can be cheaply and expeditionsly
conveyed to the port of shipment, and at the same time be preserved free from adulteration.
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staple, and from this having been cut in the process of ginning. The cotton sold better
than was expected from the then high price of cotton, but it was not considered at all fitted
for the purposes of spinning.

The method adopted th%n respect to the Coompta cotton was to purchase the kupas
from the ryots, and clean it by the saw-gin. This mode has the advantage of a considerable
effect being produced in a comparatively short time, but it has one great defect, which could
not have been foreseen, but which has been discovered by the working of the cotton in the
mill, and which it is feared will characterize all dirty Indian cotton cleaned by the saw-gin.
The defect, as described in the Coompta cotton, is its  being so full of small shell dirt,” which
“ appears to have been broken into such an infinity of minute particles, all adhering most
pertinaciously to the cotton, so that it is utterly impossible to eject it.” It is conspicuous
i the carded cotton, and likewise in the yarn, of both of which I have received specimens,
and would necessarily also be conspicuous in cloth made from it.

This defect appears to be owing entirely to the cotton having been carelessly picked, as
is the case with almost all Indian cotton, when the bracts and leaves, being in a dry state,
break up and adhere to the cotton with much tenacity. When the cotton in the process of
ﬁinning is being carried by the saws through the narrow grating, the broken leaf seems to

e ground into fine spiculee, which stick mto the fibres of the cotton, and adhere to it with
so much tenacity as not to be separated even in the processes of blowing, carding or spinning,
The only remedy is to have the cotton cleanly picked as it ripens, which will add httle to
its expense, but add one-third to its value.

Another set of experiments has been made on indigenous cottons, by attempting to im-
prove them by culture, and this not with inferior kinds of seed only, {ut with the best of
different districts. In Broach, Dr. Burn tried the American method of culture on the
native cotton. In Dharwar and Belgaum cotton was cultivated from Broach seed,* from
that of Omerawatee, and from that of other districts, and the same course has teen followed
by Dr. Wight, and in general with favourable results. But the American planters have
ozserved that in the West of India, as well as in the Nizam’s territory, the cultivation of cot-
ton is conducted in a superior style, embracing the drill husbandry, and a rotation of crops,
but that in the Bengal presidency, including Bundlecund, the cultivation was susceptible
of great improvement. Mr. Terry and Mr. Blount both cultivated the indigenous cottons
of India, the one in the Doab and the other at Goruckpoie, and both with very promising
results. But they have stated to me that they were prohibited from procecding with this
culture, because the experiments were said to be inten(red for the introduction of American
cotton into India, and not for the improvement of that of India.

The cotton of Bundlecund has long been celebrated in India, but with it has probably
often been confounded the cotton of Central India, which used formerly to find its way to
the Ganges, but 18 now chiefly conveyed to Bombay. But Bundlecund itself is no doubt
well suited to the cultivation of cotton, as it has always been supposed to be, and Mr. Mercer
and Mr. Frost, as I have recently learnt, both consider the district as most favowmable for the
improved culture of cotton. M>1" Mercer would, no doubt, have succeeded in improving it
had he not been burnt out of his farm during the disturbances in that district in 1841,
The cotton of Jaloun and Jhansi was formerly most celebrated, and Mr. Bell now finds
that the cotton of Baugcheenee, a district on the south of the Chumbul, near Dholpore,and
therefore probably very smular 1n soil and chimate to that of Jaloun and Jhansi, which are
not very distant, is that which is at present most in repute. This Baugcheenee cotton is that
which Mr. Bell, after numerous experiments on all the varicties of seed which he was able
to procure, found to be the best for culuvation in the Doab, and it 1s suﬁimentlﬁ esteemed
by the natives to be able to command a higher price in the local markets. Mr. Bell states,
that “a small parcel of the latter cotton which came into this market was instantly taken
at about 7} per cent. higher than the rates paid for the other best reputed cottons.” The

uality was, moreover, highly approved of at Liverpool; for nine bales, sent by Mr. Bell to

essrs. Nicol, Duckworth & Co., are reported as * pretty clean, but rather seedy, fair colour,
staple fair length,” and valued at 44 d. per lb. on the 6th February 1846, when fair qualities
of bowed Georgia were selling for 3jid., and the same quality of New Orleans cotton for
4id. The samples of this cotton sent this year to the India House, and which I sent to Mr.
Turner, were pronounced by him as saleable at 5d. a lb., thou%h the staple was short, pro-
vided the cotton in bulk should prove as clean as the samples I sent him. Mr. Tetley, the
cotton broker of London, who has been so long employed by the East India Company,
values these cottons, supposing the bulk to be equal to the sampYes in point of cleanness, at
from 6d.to 61d. per lb., the same price as middling to fair American.

There can be no doubt, therefore, of the goodness of this cotton, and of its fitness for
some of our manufactures; and the fact is of importance, because this good cotton is not
confined to one village, but may be procured from several, of a quality little inferior, as the
other sorts do not differ from t{e Baugcheenee more than from & to 7 per cent.

It is important, therefore, to determine whether a further attempt to improve the quality of
the cotton 1n the north-western provinces should be made, notwitgstanding the recent faif'ure
of the American planters in the neighbourhood of Calpee. This might be considered decisive
of the question, were it not for the fact, that the attention of the American planters was
chiefly directed to the New Orleans seed, which was found unsuitable to the climate,
particularly in the two very dry seasons, which unfortunately occurred at the time of the
experiments, Improved culture, as far as it was tried on the native plant, was, as | am
informed, attended with favourable results, The great imfortauce of the improved culture
of cotton in [ndia 18 sufficiently admitted by the establishment of the original experimentt:i

an
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and it is not of less consequence in the north-western provinces than in other parts of India,
In fact, the trade in cotton from Calcutta to Europe has greatly diminished, and that to
China, it is feared, will follow the same course, as not only the cotton of the other Presi-
dencies is becoming improved, but the Americans have begun to export their clean cotton to
China. It is therefore of great importance to improve the cotton of North-Western India,
either by culture or cleaning, or still better by both combined ; and I have always regretted
that one of the American planters was not retained to endeavour to improve the cotton
of the Doab, or rather that of Bundlecund, by the union of improved culture with careful
cleaning. .

'l‘akigg it for granted that the importance of improvement will be admitted, and neglect-
ing the foreign cottons for the present, as unsuitable to the climate, at least with the present
modes of culture, it remains to be considered how the native cottons can be improve(r.

The hest method would appear to be, to select the districts where the best cottons are
already produced for the first experiments, as it may be presumed that fewer difficulties will
have to be encountered in improving the culture, or in introducing superior kinds of seed
from other districts, if this should be thought expedient ; and, moreover, the experiments on
early picking and careful cleaning would be made on an article which was already known
to be of good quality.

The next best method is to introduce good seed into districts where inferior cottons are
produced, in order that this may be supplanted by a superior article, hoping that the quali-
ties of the imported seed may be retained in the new situation, when this has the advantage
of more careful culture, otherwise it does not follow that the new seed will give an 1mproved
produce beyond the first year. This method Mr. Bell has, from his local situation, been
compelled to adopt. It has the important characteristic that failure would not deter from
other attempts in more favourable situations, yet success, under adverse circumstances of
soil or climate, would greatly stimulate exertion in all other situations.

(signed) J. Forbes Royle, M.p,
East India House, October 1847.

On the ImporTs of INDIAN CoTTON, as connected with the Prices of AMericaN CorTON.

Read before the Statistical Section of the British Association at Oxford, on
28 June 1847.

Having already stated the successful results which have been obtained both with the
culture and cleaning of American cotton in Coimbatore and at Dharwar, [ have been induced
to inquire into the cuuses which prevent the continued increase of the importation of Indian
cotton, in consequence of the apparently insufficient reasons usually assigned forit. Before
proceeding to this subject, I would briefly recapitulate the results which have been
obtained.

1. The success with the Bourbon and New Orleans cotton seems to have been complete
in the southern part of the peninsula, as the former has been cultivated there for many
years, and was long well known at Liverpool as Hughes’s Tinnivelly cotton. In the
Coimbatore district, where Mr. Heath formerly successfully cultivated good cotton for the
China market, Dr. Wight has grown New Orleans cotton, which has been lately sold in
Liverpool for 6§d. per lb.,and considered quite equal to fair New Orleans cotton, which was
selling at the same price. It is important to observe, that this cotton has been grown from
seed which has continued to be cultivated since it was introduced by the American planters
in 1840, Also, that the first specimens of the cotton produced from them, and which was
exhibited at Manchester when I read a paper there, at the meeting of the British Associa-
tion there in June 1842, was pronounced by some of the best judges there to be quite equal
to the fine qualities of the same cotton produced in the United States. The cotton grown
by Mr. Wroughton, the collector, has been considered equally good. Dr. Wight, in his
last letter, dated 8th March 1847, states, that the natives were beginning to cultivate this
cotton, and that next year he would probably be able to purchase as much as he grew.
He also states that, though American seed-cotton costs two and a half rupees per cand
(of 500 Ibs.) more than native cotton, yet owing to the larger out-turn of wool to seed, it
can be delivered at Liverpool nearly at the same cost, that is, about 33d.a lb. He has also
stated that a rise of only one farthing a pound in the local markets would greatly increase
the cultivation of cotton, and that if this were combined with a steady demans, 4,000 square
miles would be annually under cultivation in the four southern provinces of the peninsula;
that is, in Coimbatore, Salem, Madura and Tinnivelly.

In the Southern Mahratta country, especially in the neighbourhood of Dharwar, the suc-
ceas both in growing and cleaning American cotton has been complete, inasmuch as both
operations have been carried on by the natives on their own account. The climate Mr.
Mercer considers as the most favourable to the American cotton of any that he has met with
in India, and the seed, instead of deteriorating, he found returning to its original Mexican
character. :l'he land suited to cotton culture, he states, pays only from 8 to 14 anas Ker
acre, according to its quali?, by the new assessment, with which the natives are highly
delighted. On the 12th of June 1844 he wrote me, “ There is nothing, I see, in the way of
the cotton covering the land with cotton, as water covereth the sea.” The great increase
which has taken place to about 30,000 acres during last season fully confirms this anticipa-
tion. The cotton cultivated by the natives, and cleaned by them with American saw-gins,
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has been valued at 6d. and 63d. per lb. at Liverpool, aud this not in small quantities,
Now 1,000 beles of Put to the extent of upwards of 200 bales of the crop of 1844. In a letter dated 11th
1845. February 1847, Mr. Mercer mentions that he had got nearly the whole of his last year’s crop
(that of 1845) at Bombay, and that the collector of Customs had advertised for freight for
1,300 bales ; and he adds, “ The use of the saw-gins worked by hand and the New Orleans
cotton may now be considered established in Dharwar.”

In a letter dated Bombay, 1st April 1847, Mr. Mercer informs me that, at the urgent soli-
citation of the merchants at Bombay, a portion of the above crop had been sold at that
place on the 20th of March. From the report in the Bombay papers it appears that—

Mr. Channing. 14 bales of New Orleans cotton from the experimental farm at Nuginhall, in the
Belgaum collectorate, sold for 120 rupees per Surat candy of 784 lbs.

12 bales of Broach cotton from the same, sold for 125 rupees per Surat candy of
784 lbs.

Mr. Mercer. 307 bales of New Orleans cotton from the Dharwar collectorate (that probably bought
by Mr. Mercer from the ryots), sold for 113 rupees per Surat candy of
784 lbs.

Mr. Simpson. 125 bales the Gproducc of Dhurrungaun factory, in the Khandeish collectorate, cleaned
by the Government saw-gins, sold for 107 to 124 rupees per Surat candy of
784 lbs.

Mr. Blount, 42 bales from the Julgaum factory, in the Khandeish collectorate, sold for 132 rupees
per Surat candy of 784 lbs.

The cottons bought fiom the ryots did not cost more than 83 rupees per Surat candy, of which
the ryots and wakarias reccived about 66} rupees, the rest being the expense of conveyance to
Bomzay. The Dharwar cotton scems not to have sold so well as it otherwise might have
done, in consequence of the samples having been accidentally iniure(l externally ; for when
the cotton was opened out at the sciews, the purchasers, Messrs. Iligginson, Cardwell & Co.,
considered it better cotton than the other lots, with the exception ot that from the Julgaum

factory.

An experiment of a different kind, but likely to be attended with important consequences,
was made by Mr. Elphinstone, late collector at Rutnagherry, at first at his own expense, and
subsequently at that of the Government. He first cultivated what he obscrved was a fine
kind of cotton, grown in 1solated situations in the Concans, and which he'thence called Con-
kanee cotton, but which has since been ascertained to be naturahzed plants of Bourbon cotton,
introduced into the west of India, in the course of former experiments,and of which some plants
were also found growing in a moist situation near Kaira. Thespecimens of cotton first cultivated
by Mr. Elphinstone were considered fiom 50 to 150 per cent. above the matket price of the
best Surat by the Chamber of Commerce of Bombay, who subsequently sold for him one
bale of the gonkanee, or acchmatised Bourbon, for 170 rupees per candy, and 24 bales of
Sea-island cotton, at fiom 225 to 230 rupces per candy of 784 Ibs. Mr. Elphinstone has
subsequently twined his attention to the improvement of cotton culture in India by
hybridising the species which he found established in Indi. Ie states, that though he found
no difficulty in hylmdising the perennial species one with another, he could not succeed m
effecting this with the common Indian cotton. This hybndised Bourbon he, however, con-
tinued to cultivate with considerable success, as, when about 20 bales weie sent to Liver-
pool, it was valued at 7d. to 10d. a lb., at the same time that the New Orleans cotton
from Coimbatore and Dharwar was sold at from 6d. to 6%d.

From these successful experiments, besides the positive advantages which have been
derived, sound important inferences may be deduced. First, the success has been obtained
in the same situations as in former experiments, showing that there must be some general
causes for such uniform 1esults. Thas Dr. Wight and Mr. Mercer have succeeded in
Conubatore and Dharwar, as Mr. Hughes did formerly in Tinnivelly, Mr. Heath at Coimba-
tore, and Dr. Lush at the farm cstabhished at Dharwar in 1832. The most general cause
which seems to favour the cultivation of American cotton in these districts 1s the more moist
state of the atmosphere, in consequence of their being partially under the influence of both
monsoons,and yet not deluged with rain. So in the (goncans, we find the Bourbon cotton
so much at home n the villages as to be considered a native of the country, though it is
very probable that 1t was utrodnced at the time that the cotton farm was established at
Malwan in1828; but it mayalso have been introduced during some of the former experiments,
In the same way the plants of Bourbon cotton found growing at Kaira were in the very
neighbourhood where Mr. Surgeon Gilder cultivated some fine Bourbon cotton so long ago
as the year 1818, So also another species, which I find in Colonel Sykes’s collection of

lants from the Deccan, and which is named Deo-kupas, and which Mr. Elphinstoue
informs me is known by the same name in the Concan, is a well-known American species,
that which yields the Brazil or Pernambuco cotton. This, like the Bourbon cotton, has no
doubt been introduced in the course either of the former experiments or by the Portuguese,
and has been perfectly acclimatised in favourable soils and situations,

Another favourable point in the above experiments is the high price at which cotton grown
from Broach seed, and cleaned by the American saw-gins, has been sold, both at Bombay
and
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and at Liverpool. Indian cotton is generally considered very inferior in quality to the
American; but the inferiority of price is generally due to the Indian cotton being usually
mixed with a considerable quantity, often as much as one-fourth, of dirt of different kinds.
Knowing this, a purchaser will necessarily give a lower price for it than for the carefully
cleaned American cotton, even when the staple of both may be equally good. But Indian
cotton is well known to have good qualities of its own; by the natives of India it is esteemed
for wearing well. In this country it is valued for its colour, for taking dye well, and also
for swelling in the process of bleaching, so as to give the cloth a more substantial appear-
ance. Hence it has often been said, that simply cleaning the Broach cotton more carefully
would greatly increase its value, as also its consumption in this country. We observe in
the above table of the prices at which the experimental cotton sold at Bombay, that that grown
from Broach seed sold for 125 rupees Fet candy, when the New Orleans cotton from the
same farm sold at 120 rupees. So of this crop of 1844 sold at Liverpool, we observe that
the cotton grown at Dharwar from Broach seed, and to the extent of 11 bales, sold fqr
61d. and 63 d., that is at the same price as the New Orleans cotton from the same experi-
mental farm.

Seeing that Indian cotton is possessed of certain good qualities which make it desirable
for employment in some of our manufactures, independent of its cheapness, it seems
remarkable that it should of late years have been received in diminishing, instead of, as
might naturally be expected, in yearly increasing quantities. It has however been argued
that there must be some insurmountable difficulties which prevent the cultivator from grow-
ing in increased quantities that which would improve his income, and which the merchant
would not fail to send to this country if he could do so with profit.

The causes assigned for the diminished culture and insufficient supply of cotton are very
various. Sometimes they are stated to be owing to too high an assessment of the land-tax,
or to the mode in which it is levied in some districts, when the crops are required to remain
for some time, even after they are readty for harvesting. But we must not forget the high
interest which is paid by the cultivators for advances made by the village bankers.

Occasionally we find it stated, that there must be some inherent unsuitableness in the
soil and climate of India, which interferes with the continued supply of good and cheap
cotton in abundance; at other times, that bad seasons frequently occurring prevent the pro-
duction of a continuance of remunerative crops, or they interfere with the conveyance of
the cotton from the interior to the coast, because an excess of rain from inundating the
roads, or too dry a season from burning up the pasturage, is equally unsuitable for the
travelling of bullocks, To this is also added the want of roads, and the difficulties and
expense of conveyance from the interior to the coast.

At other times, wé are told, that the chief impediments to an increased consumption of
Indian cotton is the dirly state in which it reaches the manufacturer, this dirtiness being
dependent in the first instance on the careless manner in which it is first collected, and then
housed, or it is owing to the fraudulent additions made to 1t by the bunyas or wakarias, who
purchase it from the ryots. Thus it is ¢ sometimes adulterated with seed, cotton in seed, fine
sand or finely powdered salt, scattered over it at intervals,” as the dews of night aie allowed
to fall upon 1t when spread out in an open court or yard, and before the sun isup, it is packed
into bales. Sometimes an inferior is mixed with a superior kind of cotton by a process
technically called « ﬂoEging.” Further injury is sustained by the daily unloading when con-
veyed on {ullocks. These, moreover, are described as cating up the cotton * by mouthfuls
out of the bales;” also, that “the brinjarias and cartmen themselves steal largely ;" and,
finally, that even the boatmen in conveying the cotton from the tender to the ships steal a
good deal of cotton, as “ canoes and small hoats come alongside, under one pretence or
another, and receive the bundles previously prepared and secrcted.” The same thing takes
place in the conveyance of cotton from Broach to Bombay, as liquor-boats come alongside
thosc conveying the cotton, and exchange sowne of their arrack for cotton, which is abstracted
from the bales, and its weight supplied with sand, mud or salt water.

The barc enumeration of such a list of untoward circumstances secm sufficient to satisfy
most minds that the Indian cotton trade ought long since to have been entirely annihilated
since it had to contend against that of America, where cotton is produced abundantly and of
excellent 1uality at moderate prices ; which is, moreover, carefully picked, well cleaned and
substantially packed, with both the culture and trade often in the samec hands, and those
characterized by energy enlisted in the cause of self-interest.

But that the Indian cotton trade has not been annihilated even by such formidable com-
petition must be dependent either on the inherent goodness of the cotton, or the cheapness
with which it can be produced, or the causes assigned for the diminished imports must be
incorrect or exaggerated. Of the causes assigned, some are permanent in nature, as the
assessment on land and the difficulties of conveyance, while others are fluctuating, as seasons
and prices: the latter, though usually not alluded to, have probably more influence than
any of the others, For though it might be justly inferred in most cases, that if bad seasons
{)rogluce insufficient crops, the farmer is usually remunerated by improved prices, yet the

ndian cultivator of cotton does not necessarily derive any benefit from high prices in bad
seasons, 8o far as the export to Europe is concerned, for he may be told that the season has
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been favourable in America, the crop abundant, and the price of good New Orleans cotton
llov:l, and, therefore, he must be satisfied with a still lower one for his dirty and inferior
ndian cotton,

This inferiority, being partly owing to inattention to mechanical details, and partly to the
want of knowledge respecting the influence of physical agents in improving the growth of
cotton, might naturally be expected to have been rewarded in the course of the numerous
experiments which have been made both by Government and by individuals for a series of

ears. Yet it is stated that those experiments have usually resulted in failures ; but, as I

ave said on a former occasion, we know too little of the details and particular results which
were obtained “to be able to rank them among successful investigations or as partial or
complete failures.” There is no doubt that cotton of excellent quality was produced in several
situations, and, as I have already observed, some of these the same as those where success
has recently been obtained. A part of the success obtained, the experimenters themselves
were not aware of, but which we now see in the naturalization in India of some of the
cottons of America. The experiments were not on a sufficiently large scale, or continued
for a sufficiently long time to produce great commercial results, and therefore cannot
iustly be considered as vitiating the present or any future attempts.

Before proceeding in the endeavour to explain the anomalies of the Indian cotton trade,
it is necessary first to ascertain the facts of the case, and this not for onz or two, but for a
series of years, Thus, when we hear of continually decreasing imports of Indian cotton, it
is desirable to determine the period from which this diminution commenced, and whether it
be connected with the great diminution which is well known to have taken plucein the price
of cotton since the great mncrease of cultivation took place in America.

The prices of cotton have gradually decreased in America at the following rate, taking the
average price of each period of five years, from 1791 to 1835, for all kinds of cotton:

d.
J From 1791t0 1795 - - - - 15§ perlb,
, 1796, 1800 - - - - 18} ,,
» 1801 , 1805 - - - - 124
, 1821, 1825 - - - - 8
. , 1826, 1830 - - - - 5
, 1831 , 183 - - - - 6

But as it is desirable also to observe the prices of American short staple cottons in
comparison with what is commonly called Surat cotton, this is done m another set of
tables :

Upland. Surat.
Ordinary to Good. Ordinary to Good.
d. d. d. d.

Average price for 14 years, from 1808 to 1821 - - 154 to 24 13 to 18}
’ for 4 years,ending - 1825 - - 6} ,, 13 5} ,, 10}

” ”» ” - 1820 - - 5 , 173 31 » 6}

» ” » - 1833 - - 5% ,, 8% 3 , 6}

» ” ) h 1837 - - 6§ 5 113 4& » 8

” ” ” » 1841 - e 6& » 8% 3} ” ﬂi

From these data it has been observed by Mr. Laird, that the average variation for the
first 14 years is 23d. per lb. less on Surat than on Upland cotton, and for the 20 years
from 1825 to 1841, the average price of Surat cotton has varied j d. less than Upland cotton.
We further observe, that though there is a gradual decrease in price from the earliest to the
latest period, yet there are occasional risings after a fall has taken place, even when the more
marked discrepancies are made to disappear by the method of taking the averages. The
differences in price are therefore much more conspicuous when observed in a series of years.
Thus, if we place the exports from India or the imports into England of Indian cotton in
parallel columns, we shall observe, that when the prices are high, the imports are large, but
when prices fall, the reverse is the case. But in taking a general view of the imports of cotton
for a series of years, or rather taking an average, as in the following table, we shall find that
the increase in the import of Indian cotton is very considerable, instead of being diminished.
This increase, on an average of every five years, continues up to 1844, when a diminution
takes place, and would have been very perceptible the next year, but the increased price
of cotton in this country will cause large importations, and the average import will again rise.

« This table is formed by adding the imports of five years together, and dividing by five, and
taking the result as the average. Thus, to obtain the average for 1825, the imports of the
years
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years 1821, 1822, 1823, 1824 and 1825 are added together and divided, and so on for the j, F. Royle, Eaq.,

other years. The earlier portions of these tables are by Mr. W, Laird.

Annual Importations of
AMERICAN. EasT INDIAN, Indian Cotton.

" Bales. Bales. Bales.
1825 - - 356,618 - - 39,507 - -  —
1826 - - 375420 - - 46515 - -  —
1827 - - 438,882 - - 57,363 - - = —
1828 - - 437,886 - - 66,613 - - 84,641
1829 - - 473,580 - - 72,622 - - 80,422
1830 - - 512664 - - 67,685 - - 35212
1831 - - 555,364 - - 70,083 - - 76,654
1832 - - 551,664 - - 77,231 - - 109,286
1833 - - 504,100 - - 79251 - - 94,683

183¢ - - 648,668 - - 80,801 - - 88,122

1835 - - 677,568 - - 97,401 - - 118,433

1836 - - 708,966 - - 125,879 - - 219,157

1837 - - 752,277 - - 132,374 - - 145,063

1838 - - 845,49 - - 135,122 - - 108,879

1839 - - 861,856 - - 144,061 - - 131,731

1840 - - 956,025 - - 163,728 - - 218,495

1841 - - 983,536 - - 174,911 - - 274,984

1842 - - - - - 197,456 - - 255,129

1843 - - - - - 212,066 - - 181,993

1844 - - - - - 9233438 - - 238,603

1845 - - - - - 221,167 - - 155,039

1846 - - - - - 185,119 - - 94,643

1847 - - - - - 178,465 - - 220,000

AMERICAN. East INp1aN.
Bales. Bales.
Imported in 1841 - - 083,336 Imported in 1841 - - 174,911
Ditto- -1825 - - 356,618 itto- -1825 - - 39,597
Increase - - 626,918 Increase - - 135,314

But if we look to the annual importations, we ohserve, in place of the gradual increase so
observable in the average importations, a scries of augmented and of diminished importa-
tions, frequently in juxtaposition, as if the commerce took place by fits and starts. Thus,
taking notice only of the years from 1825 to the present time, we find in 1830 an import of
only 35,212 bales against 84,641 bales in 1828, and 80,422 bales in the year 1829. So
again, in 1834, there was an import of 88,122 bales against 109,285 bales in 1832. Still
more cons]l)icuously, in the ycar 1838 the imports amounted to only 108,879, against
145,063 bales in 1837 ; and still higher on 219,157 bules in 1836 ; while last year, or during
the year 1846, only 94,6143 bales were imported ; that is nearly the same number as
in 1833.

If we examine these several years for the purpose of ascertaining the causes of this very
irregular trade, we shall find them closcly connected with the prices of American ; especially
the short stapled American cottons, commonly called Uplands. Of thesc the average price
in 1829 and 1830 was under 6d. per lb., and 1n 1838 it sunk to about 7}d. from about 10}d.
in 1836 ; while during last year it was lower than it has ever been, that is, below 4} d., when
the imports of Indian cotton, as has been already mentioned, were nearly as low as they
had been in 1834.

The only exceptions to the connexions between the prices of American cotton and the
imports of Indian cotton are in the ycars 1841 and 1844, when, in the first instance, the
war in China having diminished the exports from Bombay to that country, merchants were

robably induced to send the surplus cotten to this country, but the prices being low, a
siminutmn took place in 1843, and a slight increase in 1844, probably in consequenee of
the threatening state of affairs with America. In appreciating the influence of prices upon
the exports from Bombay, we have only to make sufficient allowance for the longer period
in which intelligence reached India before the establishment of steam communication.

It remains now only to ascertain how far this explanation corresponds with the state of
the trade in India, and the explanations which the Bombay merchants give for their
increasing or diminishing their exports, as also inquiries into the reasons which induce the
ryot to extend or contract his cultivation of cotton.

From a careful investigation of what has been written on this subject in India, I find that
the merchant is unable to determine upon the extent of his purchase, and consequently of
the exports from Bombay, until he knows what the crop of cotton will Le in America, and,
consequently, its price in Liverpool. The cultivator is unable to extend his culture from the
uncertainty of the demand ; and the merchant would be unable to obtain even his casual
sup ll:_es, were 1t not that a certain quantity is grown for home consumption, and for export
to China.
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To prove the correctness of these views, it is preferable to adduce the testimony of the

ombay merchants themselves, and of those who come in contact with the ryots. The
opinions of the former are given in detail n a letter from the Bombay Chamber of Com-
merce to the Government of that Presidency, dated 21 January 1841. In this document,
extending to 73 paragraphs, it is stated that the merchants at {iombay are, “in most cases,
the agents of others, whose orders they must comply with.”

“ The merchants here, therefore, are guided in their purchases by the orders received from
their constituents at home, and the execution of these orders is always limited to time.”
Thely are, therefore, “ wholly dependent on the cotton to be found at Bombay, whatever its

uality.

1 Bes)irdes, “ other circumstances which exercise an imperative influence on their pur-
chases,” as ““ the general state of exchanges, the individual urgency for a remittance of produce
in return for cargoes received here, the 1ate of freight, the necessity for loading ships, &c.,
the price of cotton 18 not within his control; he may offer for good cotton a price which
is high in relation to the average price of the day, and this 1s mvariably done; but this
average price is wholly out of lus control, depending 1n some degree on the state of the China,
or on that of the Liverpool market. This latter is regulated by causes wholly independent
of the quality of the Bombay cotton sent home,” being “generally regulated by the price
of the American cotton, and this last depends not only on the greater or less amount of the
supply, but on the state of the money-market in Great Britain and America, and the banking
operations of the two countries. Instcad, therefore of tracing the production of bad cotton
to the door of the Bombay merchant, and stopping there, those who advocate thesc views
should carry 1t further ; namely, to the Liverpool warket, exchanges, fieights, the Bank of
England, the cotton-growers of America, the bankers of the United States, &e.”

There 13 no doubt that there 1s great truth in this statement, and we have already seen
that the imports of Indian cotton full off as the quantitics ¢f American cotton increase and
its price dimmishes. This is i consequence of the manufacturer declinmg to purchase
[ndian cotton m the dirty state in which 1t 18 sent to market, us long as he can get good
and well-cleaned Amciican cotton at a clieaper rate. But tlus irregularity of demaud
operates as a continual check to increascd cultivation, and 1t seems hopeless to induce the
cultivator, or those to whom he sells luis produce, to send 1t in a cleaner state to market.
It is desirable, however, to mquire into the details of this mismanagement, and we shall,
for the present, take for granted that the Indian cotton 1s sufliciently good for many of
our manufactures, and would be largely purchased it it was sent in a better statc to
market.

‘The defects on the part of the ryot in picking lus cotton are sufficiently numerous, and
though easily remedied, seldom are so, as he scarcely, if ever, derives any benefit for any extra
tume or trouble which he may devote to the subject. At present he allows the cotton usually
to hang too long upon the plant ; does not pick 1t regulaily, hence much of it falls on the
ground ; in piching, he often pulls oft’ the pod along with the cotton, or allows this to be
mixed with the dried leaves or bracts. He also mixes the different qualiies of cotton
together, which in America are kept separate by bemg put into ditferent bags. The cotton
also contracts dirt, from lying uncovered in the cotton-pits, open furm yard, or the cottage
of the peasant. ‘I'he Government 1s accused in some (4 7) of the districts of the Broach
collectorate, of interfeiing with the gathering of the cotton till the settlement 1s made,
according to the annnal jumabundee system.  Again, the ryot hunself 1s described as not
collecting his cotton until after the Hooly hohdays,  from the season for gathering being
regulated by the Brahmins, according to certain native festivals, before which it is inculcated
as unlawful to begin.” These defects might, however, all be easily remedied if the ryot
were stimulated to exeition by inducements held out to um by those with whom he comes
in contact—the native purchaseis of cotton, that is, the wakarias and bunyas, who, instead
of improving the character of the cotton, seem to think only of adding to its weight by
several fraudulent practices which have already been related.

The baneful influence of these wakarias or middleman is considered by the Bombay
Chamber of Commerce as the principal cause which mmpedes the extension and improve-
ment of the culture and trade of cotton m Western India, and which they characterize
““as the state of hopeless pecuniary bondage m which the 1yots are kept from one generation
to another to the wakarias and village bunyas.” ¢ These men make advances to the ryots
to enable them to sow their cotton and to pay their assessment, purchasing the produce
always before 1t 18 gathered, more frequently before it is ripened, often before it is even
sown.” “It is the same class of persons, thc wakarias, to whom most of the frauds
enumerated above are to be attributed, and till the baneful mnfluence of these men is sup-
Klanted, either by the gradual scttlement of a superior class of agents in the districts, or

y bringing those distiicts by the uid of steam within the immediate and certain reach
of the European merchants, all other measures, it is feared, will fail.” Again, para. 55,
“ With the employwent of all other modes of encouragement, this the committee consider
to be, after all, the great, almost the only eventually effectual remedy for the numerous
causes, whether ansing frow poverty, from ignorance, from negligence or from fraud, which
at present obstruct the improvement of cotton.”

t thus appears that the whole question is like arguing in a circle. The mannfacturer
says he cannot buy Indian cotton in its present dirty state unless American cotton happens
to be dear. The cultivator, on the other hand, says he cannot afford to grow more cotton
or bestow more labour upon it, while there is so much uncertainty not only about the price,
but also whether he shall find a purchaser. The price is not, as in other cases, dependent

on
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on the goodness or badness of his crop, or on the season in general in India, but on the
abundance of the American crop, which may be enormous in the very seasons when there
has been a bad crop in India. This might ensure the cultivator good prices, if it were not
for the abundant and conscquently cheap supply from America. = For the same reasons, the
Indian merchant is unable to come to the assistance of the Indian cultivator, because he
himself is dependent on the prices at Liverpool, and thus no permanent extension in
improvement can take place unless measures are adopted something similar to those hinted
at by the Bombay merchants.

Dr. Wight at Coimbatore, and Mr. Mercer at Dharwar, as well as others acquainted
with Broach and Guzerat, state that nothing more is required than the application of
capital on the spot by those intercsted in the improvement and extension of cotton culture,
This has been seen, in some measure, to have taken place in Dharwar, where the pur-
chase of cotton by the Government has given a great impulse to its cultivation by the
natives, and the cotton cleancd by them with hand saw-gins has sold well both at Bombay
and at Liverpool.

The introduction of the same improvement into the Broach and Guzerat districts would
have a considerable influence in improving the commerce of Indian cotton. Mr, Mercer
in his last letter says, that though he had been only two months at Broach, he had been
able to induce the natives to employ the hand saw-gins on their own account. This, com-
hined with more careful picking, would at once improve the character, and conscquently
the demand for, and the price of Indian cotton.

The improvement of roads in other directions, so as to facilitate the conveyance of cotton
in carts instead of on bullocks, would also greatly facilitate its conveyance to the coast,
and consequently diminish its cost. A modification of the transit duties in the Nizam
territories would also greatly increase the supply of good cotton from the interior, in taking
a general view of the feeling or the results which have been obtained, and the measures
which it appears desirable to adopt.

Thus, though cotton 18 cultivated all over India, the experiments on the cultivation of
American cotton have succeeded only in the Peninsula of India, that is, in the districts of
Coimbatore and of Dharwar. This scems to be owing to the paramount influence of climate,
for, as before stated, both districts feel the influence of hoth mousoons.  Having a favourable
climate, soil is of great importance, us the American cotton succeeds best in the red soil of
Coimbatore, whilst the native cotton prefers the black or cotton soil.

Excess of moisture is, however, mjurious, and impeded the cultivation in Bengal and at
Rungpore, as did excessive drought in the neighbourhood of Culpee and of Agra. It will
be possible, however, and, T believe, easy to cultivate cotton in the dry districts of Noith-
west India, with the assistunce, as in Egvpt, of irrigation, when this 18 rendered compu-
ratively easy, on the completion of the great Ganges Canal. It will probably also be suc-
cessfully cultivated in some parts of the Northern Circars, and Dharwur is only the southern
extremity of immense tracts of a favourable soil and climate, extending across the Berar
Valley, within the Nizam’s teiritories, and through Nagpore up towards Bundlecund.
Much of the cotton already cultivated in these regwns bears a Ingh character under the’
name of Oomerawaty cotton, as does also that of Broach and Guzeiat, known as Surat
cotton, and some of what we have seen has been valued as high as New Orleans cotton,
when similarly cultivated and as carcfully cleaned.

Favourable tracts for cotton cultivation are abundant enough, but the extension of culti-
vation is not hkely to take place, where there 13 no regular demand for any greater quantity
of cotton than what is necessary for native consumption, and for this almost every village
supplies enough cotton for its own inhabitants. A regular demand, at far prices, is not
likely to be established as long as Indian cotton is carelessly picked and cleaned, and neg-
ligently packed and shipped, as well as purposely adulterated; for the manufacturer will
not buy dirty Indian cotton when he can purchase that of America at a cheap rate and in a
clean state. Thercfore, while ¢ the cultivator remains without adequate remunerution,” or
this is absorbed by the middlemen, ¢ the merchant and the slipowner without a moderate
profit,” the cotton trade of India must fall off or remam in an unsatistactory state, unless the
character of the cotton be improved, and the cost of its production or the expenses attendant
on its cleaning and conveyance somewhat lesscned.

The cultivation of Indian cotton seems to be as cheaply conducted as is possible accord-
ing to the testimony of Mr. Mercer and others. The mode of culture, also, including the
rotation of crops, appears also, according to the same authorities, to be well suited to the
country. Much, however, may be done 1n the picking, cleaning, packing and shipping, and
in some districts in the cost of conveyance.

As some of these improvements must be commenced at the fountain-head, that 1s the
farm, it seems hopeless to produce any great improvement, unless those interested m the
extension of the culture and in raising the character of Indian cotton do themselves tuke
some direct interest in stimulating the cultivator ; for, assuredly, if left to himself he will
only do that which has been the custom of his village for ages. The village woney-lender,
or other middleman, on the contrary, so far from improving, seems only anxious to mcrease
the bulk of his cotton bale, by adulterating it with ingredients which eventually deteriorate
its value. The diminution of the exorbitant interest, amounting to from 24to 30 percent.,
would enable the manufacturer or merchant to give a higher price to the cultivator, at the
same time that he himself derived more profit from the transaction. By such means due
impulse wou[d be given to extended cultivation, and the purchaser would have sufficient
influence to insure more careful picking and preservation, until he himself could have it
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carefully cleaned by the improved saw-gin of Mr. Mercer and of others, which combine the
advantages of being effective, easily moved about, and made in India with the exception. of
the saws, at about one-third the price of the imported saw-gins.

If we now inquire into what is more particularly required in the different districts, we find—

In Coimbatore excellent cotton has been produced, and the natives have begun to culti-
vate the American cotton on their own account, while the Government saw-gins are ready
to clean the cotton which may be sent to them for that purpose. The expenses of convey-
ance are not more than a farthing a pound, and must be less From Tinnevelly. A regular de-
mand and fair prices, amountng only to about an increase of a farthing a pound on the low
prices of last year, would, according to Dr. Wight, give a great impulse to cotton culture n
these districts.

In the Dharwar district, the Government experiments having mduced the natives to cul-
tivate American cotton on their own account, and also to clean with the hand saw-gins,
this cotton having, moreover, sold well, both at Bombay and in Liverpool, nothing more
seems to be required than a regular demand at fair prices, combined wntﬁ an improvement
of the road down the Ghauts to Vingoila, as well as to Compta.

In the more northern districts of Broach und Guzerat, where so much excellent cotton is
produced, a little more seems to be required than in the above-mentioned districts. Though
the culture of American cotton failed in these districts, success attended the cleaning of
Indian cotton with the American saw-gins. Here it seems most desirable that active mea-
sures should be adopted for the more extensive mtroduction of the improved hand saw-gin s
and this would appear to be now not so difficult a matter as 1t was formerly found to be, as
Mr. Mercer had succeeded even in two months to induce some of the native dealers to adopt
his saw-gin. If this were combined with ore careful picking, considerable effect might
soon be produced, especially as Government has authorized the purchase of a certain quan-
tity of cotton from the natives, for transmission to this country ; and we hnow that formerly
the commercial agent was able to procure much better (the Tamil) cotton, than has since
been procurable. The means of conveyance from the ports of Guzerat to Bombay seem sut-
ficiently low, and therefure some improvement i some of the piers or shipping places seems
alone required. But as it is alsostated that in some parts of the Broach district, the old
and defective methods of collecting the land-tax are still continued, 1t seems extremely desir-
able that the surveys and revised settlements which have given so much satisfaction 1n other
districts, should be as soon as possible mtroduced into the Broach district. One great source
of cotton, and one which supplies both Calcutta and Bombay, is the interior and nearl
central districts comprised witﬁm the terntories of the Nizam and of Nagpore. Here, thoug
there 13 much that 1s objectionable n the fiscal regulations, and in the irregular modes in
which the transit duties are levied, much cotton, and of good quality is produced, on account
of the favourable nature of the soil and chmate of the Berar Valley. Much of this cotton be-
comes collected by the principal Maiwarrees at Oomrawutty, and finds its way either along
the road to Mirzapore and down the Ganges to Culcutta for shipmeut, chiefly to China, or
from Kamgaum to Bombay. Improved methods of cleaning this cotton would be desirable,
but will probably only be adopted when thej' have been proved to be advantageous, in the
places nearer Bombay. Much njury 1s produced by the mode of conveyance on bullocks,
which, besides being twice as dear as that n carts, has the further disadvantage of bemg
daily unladen, often 1n the muist of mud; besides that, the bullocks are unable to travel
either mn u very dry season, from defect of pasturage, or mn a very wet one from the mun-
dated and muddy state of the roads. The establishment of a railroad in this dnection would
not only be cheaper, as stated, than the present modes of conveyance, but would reach the
coast in time for a whole season often to be saved n the shipment of the cotton. The bul-
locks and carts, which though numerous, are yet inadequate for the sudden demands which
now take place in the iregular trade of cotton, would, when freed from this duty of
carriage, be useful either in making short trips, or would * plough fresh fields and graze in
pastures new.” . o

By the adoption of a series of such comprehensive measures, and of ghe likelihood of
which there seem at present some indications, } feel satisfied, without taking iuto account
the other vast available tracts, that not only might the cotton trade of India be placed on an
improved footing, but that cotton might be supplied in sufficient quantities, of such a quality,
and at such prices, as to be able to keep in check the price of Awmerican cotton, instead of

being 1tself cramped and controlled by it.

OBsERVATIONS to explain the Diagrams representing the Prices and Imports of American
Cotton from 1806 to 1816.—By J. F. Royle, m.n.—(Vide Diagrams, Nos. 1 and 2, at
tlie end).

CoNcEeiviNG that 1t appeared of little use to make expensive and repeated experiments
on the cultivation of Indian cotton unless the trade was on such a footing s to give a re%ular
and reasonable encouragement, I was induced to examine into the causes which interfered
with-the increase, or had influenced the alleged decrease in the importations from India to
this country. . .

In examining the exports of cotton from India to this country for a series of years, L
observed that, instead of showing a regular mcrease or decrease, they presented a series of
rapid alternations, at one time high and at another, often nmrqedlately afterwards, low ; proving
that these expoits were influenced chiefly by some fluctuating cause, as for instance, favozlr-

able
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able or unfavourable seasons, or high or low prices; but if these had reference only, as in
most other cases, to the country where the produce was cultivated, then an unfavourable
seuson and a short crop ought to have been accompanied by high prices, and the Indian cul-
tivator might have been sufliciently remunerated, and encouraged to proceed with his culture
on an improved and extended scale.

This, however, is not the case. The Indian cultivator is very often met, as far as this
country is concerned, with low prices, even when he is himself suffering from a deficient
crop. So much so, indeed, that, if it were not for the large consumption in India, and the
regular demand for export to China, no increased suwly would at any time be obtainable
for the casual demand of the English manufacturer. hen, therefore, cotton is obtained, it
must be by taking a part of that which is intended for China or retained for home, that is,
Indian consumption, at the same time increasing the price to the natives of India.

By further investigation I found that the demand for Indian cotton scemed to be influenced
chiefly by the prices of American cotton, these prices being themselves dependent m a
great measure upon the more or less favourable season in America, with which the Indien
cultivator is in noway concerned, except in their being frequently the reverse of what he
wishes for.

I have endeavoured to make this plain by a diagram, in which it will be scen that the price
of American cotton has greatly decreased asits quantity has amazingly increascd, and there-
fore the American farmer has been remunerated by the quantity of produce, instead of the
rate at which he has sold it. But it is supposed that in 1845 the limits of his power of pro-
duction had been reached, as the prices became too low to be remunerative ; and hence the
imports of American cotton fell in 1846 to 932,000 bales, having been 1,499,600 bales in
18456, or a diminution of no less than 547,600 bales. As it is calculated that the American
farmer cannot produce cotton for less than 3d. per lb,, it is evident it could not be remune-
rative to the exporter, paying all expenses, when good Orleans cotton sold at Liverpool for
about 4}d. per Ib. Hence it is said that much land has been diverted from the cultivation
of cotton to that of sugar and of bread-stuffs, and hence the present dearness of American
cotton ; but it is doubtful whether sugar can be successfully cultivated in those regions, from
the cold of winter.

But the imports of Indian cotton into Great Britain display a very different course when
represented on a diagram, and will he found to correspond very closely with that which
represents the prices of American cotton at the same periods, and more closely since the
establishment ot steam communication. Thus it will be seen that when the price of American
cotton is low, the imports of Indian cotton huve been small, but when the price of Ametican
cotton has increased, then the quantities of Indian cotton have likewise become generally aug-
mented, as is shown in the diagram. The only exception 1s in the year 1841, but at this
time, the China war caused a diminution of the exports from Bombay to China, to the
extent of about 30 millions of pounds, as is shown in diagram No. 2. There was at the same
time a shoit crop in America, as evidenced, in ther having an mmportation of only 902,500
bales against 1,237,500 bales in 1840; but the year 1841 was one of distress and failure in
the cotton trade ; and hence the continued low price of American cotton.

If it be true, as it is stated that the imports of Indian cotton have diminished in conse-
quence of the operation of the land tax, and the wunt of sufficient roads, these being
permanently acting causes, we ought to observe a conunued dinmnashing niport of Indian
cotton, in proportion to the great fall which has taken place m prices.  Butthis s fur from
being the case, for if mstead of aumual imports, we take the average for every five years,
we observe a gradual rise in the blue line, which indwcates the avelage unport up to the
year 1844. Thus the average for the year 1825, deductea from that of the five previouns
years, was only 39,597 bales, but in 1835, 97,401 bales; and in 1844, no less than
233,438 bales, which sunk in 1845 to 221,167 bales; and to 185,119 balcs, in consequence
of the few previous years having been so ruinously low.

It would appear therefore, that it 1s the irregularity of the demand, which chiefly influ-
ences the diminished supply of cotton from India and there is no doubt, that if the ryot
were assued of a regular purchaser at fair prices, he would greatly extend his cultivation.
I learn from Coimbatore, the Southern Mahratta country, as well as from Broach and
Guzerat, that nothing is required but a regular demand and honest prices, for the culture
of cotton to be greatly extended. As the prices which the ryut obtains are very moderate,
ranging from 1}d. to 2d. a pound for both Indian and American cctton, it seems that there
is sufficient inducement for capitalists inferested in the increase and improvement
of the cotton of India, to embark in the undertaking, and the attendant expenses aie

sufficiently low in most districts to reward their undertakings with piofit. Thus, Dr. Wight -

writes, that the expcnses of conveyance fromn Coimbatore to Cochin are not more than a
farthing a pound, and must be less from Tinnevelly. In Dharwar, where the cotton is cheap,
but the expenseof conveyance is greater, from the road downto Coumpta not bein sufﬁcient’}
Fobd for carts, yet the cotton with all expenses cost about 82 rupecs, and sold in Bombay
or 118 rupees. In Broach and Guzerat, cotton which bears a high character, may be
obtained for about the same price, as the expenses of the conveyance to Bombay are less,
The expenses of conveyance from the interior, as from Khandeish, and from the Nizam’'s
territory, are no doubt greater, but if capitalists would first direct their effurts to the districts
inted out, great benefit would accrue by encouraging the ryots, the purchasers would hav.
their cotton cleaned by the saw-gin, and an impulse would be given to all. S
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James Aspinall Turner, Esq., Examined, as follows :

782, Chairman.] ARE you the chairman of the Manchester Commercial Asso-
ciation ?—Yes.

783. Does that association consist, for the most part, of the gentlemen of Man-
chester, who are connected with the trade to the East 7— Not for the most part;
a very great number of gentlemen interested in the East India trade are mem-
bers of the Manchester Commercial Association.

784. Have you directed your attention, to any considerable extent, to the sub-
ject of the growth of cotton in India?>—I have; I have taken a strong interest
in it ever since I was president of the association.

785. Did you hear the evidence just given by Mr. Bazley, the president of the
Chamber of Commerce ?—I did.

786. With regard to the statement made as to the gnality of the Indian
cotton as compared with the American cotton, are you able to corroborate that
statement, for the most part 2-—Dretty nearly.

787. llave you not interested yourself particularly in this question, with a
view to see if 1t were possible to obtain a larger supply and a hetter quality of
cotton from India?—I have been a large consumer of Indian cotton for many
years, and know the cotton pretty well ; it has heen a very uncertain supply ;
when the American cotton has heen selling at a low price in the market, we have
not had an adequate supply of Indian cotton ; and when the American cotton has
been selling high in the market, the supply has increased. 1 am satisfied, and
have been for many years, that the supply of Judian cotton never will be regular
until it assumes something like the quality of the American cotton ; if we can
obtain a supply from India of a quality a penny a pound more than the
Indian cotton generally sells for, so as to enter into competition with the Ame-
rican cotton for all the common purposes of spinning, I have long been satisfied
that a great revolution wouid take place in the Indian cotton trade, for it would,
instead of being a fluctuating supply, be a constant and regular one; the grower
of cotton in India, if he could improve his quality, would be able at all times to
compete with the Ameriean grower, and an immense supply would be obtained
from India, obviously for the advantage of hoth countries.

788. Am I right in supposing y()u to mean by that, that at present the
quality, particularly from India, being so inferior, the fluctuations in the supply
are greatly affected by the condition of the American supply * -=When the Ame-
rican cotton is selling at a low rate, it is the superiority of the quality which will
induce most spinners to avoid the use of Indian cotton, exeept at so low a price
as will entirely prevent the Indian grower or the Indian merchant from sending
it at that price profitubly to this market, and thercfore the supply falls off.

789. Can you describe to the Committee any steps which you or the associa-
tion or any company have taken to improve the quality or increase the sup-
ply of the cotton from India?-—I am not aware of any company being formed
in England for that purpose ; soon after 1 hecame president of the Commercial
Association, 1 took up that subject, as I may say as a pet subject, and imme-
diately afterwards, on consultation with my brother directors, a deputation was
formed, which waited upon the chairman and vice-chairman of the Court of
Directors of the East India Company, for the purpose of directing their attention
to this subject; we then obtained some information, and I helicve gave some
information which tended perhaps to farther the object. We found that the

‘ast India Company had for many years been devoting their attention to this
subject, and we pressed many points upon their attention which we thought of
great importance, particularly as to the necessity of improving the quality of
the cotton ; I thenstated to them a fact, which I may state again to this Com-
mittee, that in the spinning cstablishments of which I am at the head, we are in
the habit of throwing upon the waste land, or upon the dunghill, in fact, which
is afterwards taken away, an amount of dirt for which we have paid 7,000/ per
annum ; chiefly consisting of soil, sand, dirt and various cxtraneous matters
which have been introduced, I suppose, or have never been cleaned out of the
cotton,

790 If you were consuming the same quantity of American cotton, what
would be the value, estimating pounds of cotton, of the refu-e which you would
throw away in the same manucr ?—There would be very little refuse thrown

away ,
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away ; most of what we call technically waste, would be disposed of, in the J. 4. Turner, Esq.
case of the Amcrican cotton, for the purposes of inferior spinning. U

791. Even the very lowest waste that comes from the American cotton in 3 March 1848,
cleaning, you can make something ot: —Yes, most of it. ,

792. As to the Surat, a large portion comes away which cannot be worked
into inferior or coarse articles !—Exactly.

793. You came up,I unde.rstaml',asadeputation to the Courtof Directors?—Yes,

794. Had you an interview with any of them ? —Yes; with Sir Henry Wil-
lock and Sir James Hogg.

795. What were the suggestions you made to them 7—We brought the sub-
ject of the land-tax before them ; we also suggested that it was necessary very
much to improve the roads in India.

796. What did you suggest about the land-tax ?—We were not very fully
informed as to the cxact operation of the land-tax; and to this day I have
had great difficulty in understanding how it is ; but after Mr. Prideaux’s evidence
is published, perhaps we shall have much better information upon that point.

797. Did you ever meet with any body who could tell you how the land-tax
of India was regulated ?—1I never understood it myself.

798. Was any admission made by the East India Company that there was
any thing in the land-tax in any part of India that required amendment ?—.I
understood that in the Bengal Presidency, the land-tax was fixed ; that asscss-
ments were going on ; the opcration of assessing for a certain number of years
was going on, and extending northward as rapidly as parties could be found
sufficient to carry out the arrangement, and that the intention was on the part of
the East India Company that nothing unprincipled should take place; that it
was their desire that the land should be assessed to rent at what it was worth,
and not according to the productions obtained from it. :

799. Are you aware whether the land assessment in the cotton districts—I
speak particularly of Guzcrat and Broach, and to the North-west —is liable almost
to a constant change, almost an annual change 7—I do not know that that is
the fact.

800. Do you concceive it to be likely that any great increase can be made in
the cultivation of cotton in India, or in its quality, so long as the great body of
the cultivators arc in a state of deep poverty 2—1 think that if a great improve-
ment takes place in the cultivation, and if the proper seed is sown, and a proper
mode of culture adopted, that a very great increase will take place in the quantity
of cotton derived from the land ;5 and that the cotton will be of a very superior
quality, so that the land-tax which may be heavy in one instance, may be felt
not to he very oncrous in the other.

801. Would not it be necessary that the land-tax should be a fixed sum, and
not liable to increase at the will of the collector or assessor, as the quality or the
amount of the produce increased 2—Certaiuly.

802. For example, you remember how the tithes were once levied in this
country before the commutation in kind; do not you conceive that in a case
where any superior party can, immediately on seeing an increase of the produce
or an improvemcnt in the value of it, enhance the tax or rent, that that is a state
of things unfavourable to the improvement and the condition of the cultivator ?
—I certainly think that it would be a very great impediment; I do not know
whether the system exists in India.

803. If you imagine cultivators of a district in a state of great poverty, and
that there were not security of tenurc or fixedness of the payment by way of
rent or assessment, do you think it likely that that body of cultivators could,
under those unfavourable circumstances, raise themselves into a capitalist class ?
—Certainly not.

804. Has it ever struck you, from your investigations upon this question, that
one great evil in India is, that the cultivators are too much upon a low level,
and unable from poverty to provide themselves with the implements and requi-
sites for improved and extended eultivation 2—I have understood that the great
mass of the Indian population are extremely poor, and of course they would be
enabled to succeed much better in the cultivation of the land if they were in a
better position of society ; it is merely matter of opinion ; I.should‘ say so with
regard to the population of Ireland, or any other country similarly situated.

3u5. With regard to the roads, did you make representations to the East
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India Company on the subject of the communications ?—I did; I think that
the want of sufficient roads is one of the main obstacles to a very great increase
in the supply of cotton from that country.

806. Arc you aware whether the East India Company have made roads to a
large extent in any part, particularly in the western parts of India?—I am not
aware; Iventured to suggest to the court of directors the making of a road, the
particulars of which I can now scarccly detail from memory, and it was intimated
to me that an order had passed the court that the road should be made.

807. Was not that a road in the neighbourhood of Comptah ?—Yes, it was.

808. Did you say any thing as to the propriety of making railroads in India?
-——Y(’lcs, generally, that roads of all kinds were wanted ; and particularly rail-
roads.

809. Did any communication take place between you, with regard to the
scheme proposed, to carry a railway from Bombay into the iuterior, called the
Great Indian Peninsular Ruilway ?—No official communication regarding any
particular railway.

810. Ilave you seen any account of the negotiation that has been going on
between that company and the Indian Government?—1I have taken an interest
in it,and I have had several communications with the parties intcrested in that
railroad.

811. Have you ever scen the terms upon which the Indian Government
offered to negotiate with that company as to the rate of interest, or the permis-
sion to have the land, or the kind of control which the Government intended to
keep over the company ?—I am not aware of their arrangements.

812. Have you seen the terms which were offered by the court of directors
to that railway company *-—I caunot say that I do know much about the terms;
I understood that a certain length of railway was to be made, and that the
East India Company undertook to lend a certain sum, or guaranteed four
per cent. interest, for a certain number of miles; I am not at all cognizant of
the arrangements that may have taken place; I came here to speak on the subject
of cotten cultivation in India.

$13. What is your opinion us to this subject ; from the interest which has
been taken recently, and which is now felt in Lancashire with regard to cotton,
do you think it probable, if a fair arrangement were made between any railway
company that proposed to carry a railway into the cotton districts of India and
the East India Company, that the spinners and manufacturers of Lancashire
would be disposed to assist such company by becoming proprietors, for the pur-
pose of having that railway made ?—1I do not think that they would take an
interest, to any great cxtent, in Indian railways, even though they might be
aware of the importance it would be in bringing the staple commodity in which
they arc interested to market; I question very much, as matter of opinion,
whether they would take shares in it.

814. Not'even if five per cent. were guarantced ?—Some wealthy individuals
might very likely take shares in it, on that very account, if guaranteed.

815. Do not you think that your firm would be disposed to venture some-
thing in it, if they saw that a great advantage to the trade in general would
result 7—I am happy to say that my firm never took any interest in railways,
and I am sure that they would not begin with Indian railways.

816. Mr. Lewis.] Would not a guarantee of five per cent. for 25 years make
some difference 2—1If I was retired from business with a large fortune, and
was sceking for an investment, it is probable that it might occur to me as a
good investment; I cannot at this moment say whether I should take shares
or not.

817. Chairman.] Do not you think that Lancashire during the last 15 months
has lost as much from the failure of the cotton crops as would.have made a
large part of the railroads which have been projected for India?—I think,
certainly, that Lancashire has lost very considerably ; but these are matters of
calculation.

818. You made certain suggestions, you said, to the East India Company
with regard to the land-tax, the ryots, and so on?—Yes; and with regard to
taking proper steps, by encouragement through their agents and authorities in
India, for fostering this cultivation.

819. What do you include under the terms “ encouragement™ and “ fostering,”

bounties or land-fax less for cotton than for other things, protection, or \l:hat
ind

4
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kind of encouragement !—We suggestgd that the main point in Indiu was the J. 4. Turne, Esq.
improvement of the cultivation by. sowing, and extending the cultivation of the —
American seed-cotton, in contradistinction to the indigenous cotton of India; 3 March 1848.
and we requested, and, indeed, obtained, a promise from the court, I mean the

chairman and deputy-chairman present, that an order would be given for

5,000 bales, or something like that, of the best cotton that could be produced

in each of the three Presidencies, and that the cotton should be brought into

the market, in order that the Manchester manufacturers might have an oppor-

tunity of seeing what good cotton could be produced in India. We were told

that the native cultivators had a great objection to growing any new kind of

cotton, except they were sure of a sale for it; that the native dcalers would not

buy it very readily, until they were assured of a market; and that if it was

brought down to Bombay it might be uncertain of a sale; and it was necessary

that a local market should be furnished on the spot for the encouragement of

these early efforts.

820. How far have the suggestions which you have made been carried out ;
are you aware that any change has taken place with regard to the assessment,
for instance ?—I am not aware.

821. Do you know the length of the road which you recommended to be
madc coming down to Compta%l ¢—It embraced a road of nearly 100 miles, but
where the improvement was nccessary it was a much smaller distance ; it was
to join one of the other roads,

822. What length was that particular bit ?—About six miles.

823. Did you say that the East India Company had attended to that?—1I
understood that orders had been sent out to make it.

824. How long is that since >—About 12 months.

825. Have you heard whether that six miles road has been made or not?—
No.

826. Do you know whether they have made any other roads in India, or sent
out orders to make any, in consequence of your representations upon that branch
of the subject ?-~I am not aware that they have.

827. Have you heen to the Court of Directors this week with a deputation —
Yes.

828. Consisting of other gentlemen from Manchester 7—VYes.

829. Who formed the deputation 2—Mr. John Peel, Mr. Lees, the Seeretary
of the Association, and myself.

830. What was the object of that interview >—The object of the interview was
to report upon the cotton which has been sent to this country by the East India
Company.

831. Do you refer to the cotton that was exhibited in Manchester some time
ago, which came by the ‘ Quentin Leech” ?—That formed one part; 1,000 bales
brought by that ship were brought to Manchester for sale, and they were all
taken up by the spinners.

832. What report did the spinners give of it generally r—Their best report is,
perhaps, that they gave a price very much higher than was ever obtained in Man-
chester before for the clean indigenous cotton of the country as compared with the
American ; I speak now of the cotton from the Dharwar district, grown, not
under the auspices of, nor cleaned by Mr. Mercer, but purchased by him fromn
the ryots.

833. Does that go by the name of the Dharwar or the Comptali cotton in
Liverpool ?—I call it the New Orleans seed Dharwar cotton.

834. What is the result of the experiment ?—I tried a given quantity of the
ordinary Orleans, a quality which I thought the nearest in appearance to the
Indian New Orleans seed-cotton.

835. Was the price of the two about the same?—The Orleans cotton which
I bought in Liverpool to test with the Indian cotton was worth 63d. a pound;
the cotton that was imported from India was, I considered, at that time worth 6 .
a pound.—I made the statement then that I should not sell the cotton for 6 d. a
pound; it was within a very short time that similar cotton was sold at 63 d. a
imund in Liverpool, so that'it mmst have been very nearly the same cotton that
tested with. .

0.41. L 836. Chairman.}
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836. Chairman.] What month was that in?—In July ; the loss upon the
Orleans cotton was 17} per cent, ; the loss of weight upon the Indian cotton was
15 per cent.; upon 50 1bs. of the Orleans cotton, when willowed, the loss was 2 lbs.
8 oz.; when blown and lapped, the loss was 2 lbs. 2 oz.; when carded and spun,
the loss was 4 lbs. 2 oz.; total loss, 81bs. 12 0z. It was spun into twenties yarn;
the Indian cotton, when willowed, lost 11b. 4 0z.; when blown and lapped, 11b.
11 cz.; when carded and spun, 4 lbs. 9 oz.; loss 7 Ibs. 8 0z.; the rest was yarn,
41 1bs. 4 oz.; and 42 lbs. 8 oz. ; in the other, giving a loss upon the ordinary
Orleans cotton of 174 per cent., or 2 oz. and § per Ib., and 15 per cent. upon the
Indian cotton, or a loss of 2 oz. and }, per 1b.

837. Mr. John B. Smith.] What was the value of the yarn of those scparate
kinds of cotton 7—-The value was very similar ; I think the Orleans cotton would
have sold perhaps for a little more on account of the colour; the Indian cotton
was a little more yellow, or rich, as we term it.

838. For manufacturing purposes, would you have preferred one to the other?
—Except for the colour, I should have no choice.

839. Chairman.] Do you think that the Indian cotton would be as good for
warps as the other; as strong ?—Yes, quite so.

840. 1ave you any further statement to inake, in connexion with the same
branch of the subject?>—No.

841. ITave you been one of a depatation to the East India Company to submit
to them reports as to the 1,000 bales, and some other cottons 7—Yes.

842. On the whole, do you consider that those reports are favourable *—I con-
sider that a very great advance has taken place in the improvement of the
cultivation of cotton in India, and that the introduction of the 1,000 hales into
the Manchester market, though it has not heen by some estimated in that light
that I should like, has been a most important circumstance, and has excited very
areat attention in Manchester; and that the numerous spinners who tried that
cotton are anxious to have further supplies ; and [ was authorized to state by the
partics who had charge of the salc of it, that if 5,000 bales arrive to-morrow it will
he at once disposed of on a par with the ordinary Orleans cotton.

843. Mr. John B. Smith.] What would be the value of the Dharwar cotton
at the present market price>—Fourpence farthing to +4d. The court first
sent 500 bales of the 1,000 thatarrived by the “ Quentin Lecceh,” at Manchester,
and nearly the whole was sold at once at 8}d. a pound. Some delay took
place in sending the second 500; I believe they thought it better that the
sceond 500 should be disposed of in Liverpool ; they afterwards changed their
course, and sent the other moiety to Manchester: a great change had taken
place in the mean time in the value of cotton, and the lowest price obtained for
the second 500 was about 13d., keeping the same proportion to the ordinary
Orleans cotton.

844. What is the lowest price at which you have known the Orleans cotton
of the quality you have just deseribed, that you gave 64 d. a pound for ?—Thrce-
pence gths.

845. Chairman.] Was it ever so low as that for a week together ? —Yes; 1
once bought a lot of cotton myself, I think as good as that, at 3} d.; but then it
was an isolated case.

846. Mr. J. B. Smith.] Would you think it « judicious act on the part of an
Indian merchant to import large quantities of that cotton, taking all riske
of a plentiful crop in America, at 4¢. a pound?—I can scarcely answer that
question.

847. At present cotton is scarce in this country; the stock is very small >—
Yes.

848. In the cvent of a large crop in the United States, would you calculate
upon any advance in the present prices of this country for the American
cotton 2—No.

849. Then, under those circumstances, would you think it a safe operation to
the East Indian merchant to import a large quantity of that cotton at 44d. a
pound >—I think that in that case, if he expected the American cotton to fall
down to 33 d., which we are to suppose in such a case is possible, he might give
a lower limit than 4 d. a pound.

8,0. If amerchant imported cotton at 4d. a pound from so distant a port as
India, he would calculate necessarily upona profit?--Yes.

851. Would
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851. Would you think it a safe operation under those circumstances?~-1 J. 4. Turner, Esq.
think that I should not order it at 4d. a pound if I expected a crop of ‘2,400,000 ——
bales in America. 3 March 1848.

852. Is not the growth of cotton in America constantly increasing, setting
aside the failure of the scasons ?—I question it, myself, whether it is constantly
increasing.

853. Has it not been owing to the seasons that this deficiency in cotton has
taken place in America ?—The last, I fancy, was partly owing to the seasons :
there was a very large decrease, but we have not seen a regular increase, I think.

854. From the statement given in here by the president of the Chamber of
Commerce, it appears that in the year 1820 the imports from America were
89,000,000 pounds, and that in 1845 they amounted to 626,000,000 pounds ; sup-
posing the growth of cotton, which seems to have been gradual in America, were
to go on in the same ratio, do you think that there would be any {)rospect of any
advance in the price?—It depends upon what demand there would be in manu-
factures for that increased quantity. I do not think that there would be; but
if we go on increasing in population, then our manufactures can consume the
cotton.

855. Do you think that therc would be any encouragement tothe growthof cotroe
in India, unless they had an encouragement in the price?—Of course there would b.
no encouragement to grow cotton in India,unless ata price that would remunerate
I should like to state that I think there would he an increase, provided they im-
proved the quality ; T do not think that there will bea very great increase in the
importations of Indian cotton, if the quality remains of an inferior description
as hitherto. But if by improving the culture we canincrease the price, without
at the same time increasing the cost, or rather decreasing the cost, because they
will have a much greater quantity from the same acreage, I think then that
India, with its cheap labour, will at all times be able to compete with the slave
labour of America.

856. You know that in India the principal articles of export to this country

" are cotton, sugar and indigo 2—Yes,

857. Do not you think that the merchants will turn their attention to that
article which it 1s the most profitable to import —T have no doubt that they will,
and if they get more money hy importing indigo and sugar, than by importing
cotton, very likely they will turn their attention to those articles ; 1 do not sec
what is to prevent them having also investments in cotton, as well.

858. Will not they turn their attention to cotton, if they find it to be a
profitable article ?——T?ley always do turn their attention to cotton, as onc article
of import from India.

859. You are aware that the major part of the cotton grown in India is
consumed in the country ™— Yes.

86o. And that at some periods we receive four or five times more imports
from India than we do at other times 2—Three times, I think,

861. We have rcceived as little as 40, and as much as nearly 300 ?—Of
Indian cotton, the lowest amount imported into this kingdom was in the year
1846, when 94,000 bales were imported ; I helieve that is the smallest, on the
authority of the Liverpool Brokers’ United Circular.

862. And what was the highest ?—Two hundred and seventy-five thousand
bales in 1841.

863. When that large import took place, was not the inducement to bring it
the high price of cotton in this country ¥—Yes; the lowest import in 1846, of
only 94,000 hales, was at the time when the price of the American cotton, at
the close of the year preceding, was from 33d. to 6id.; the price of the
American cotton closed, at the end of 1846, I should say, at from 6d. up to
84d., and the import the following year of the Indian cotton increased from
94,000 bales to 222,000 bales.

864. The encouragement being the increase in price I—7Yes.

805. Chairman.] Do you not expect a small import this year, in consequence
of the fall in price whicf; has taken place 2—1I have no doubt that such will be
the case, and therefore my argument is, that if you can improve the quality of
the Indian cotton, so as to meet the American quality in the market, it will never
fall off.

0.41. L2 866. Mr.
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866. Mr. J. B. Smith.] Do you not know that in those seasons when ver
large imports of cotton have taken place from India, that it has caused mucK
distress among the manufacturers in 1ndia, the high price of the cotton, and the
taking the cotton out of their hands ?—1I am not aware of the effect; I should
think that it would have that effect on the manufacturers of India.

867. Does not it appear from the great difference in the imports at different
periods as the price rose or fell, that as often as you could offer an encourage-
ment in the price of Indian cotton, you would get supplied ?—We shall get
supplied at prices that will remunerate them.

868. Mr. Wilson Patten.] You have been asked, whether when the American
cotton is 31 d. a Ih. in the Liverpool market, whether that would not drive
the Indian cotton out of the market ?—The inferior description of Indian cotton,
I think it would.

869. Will you just look at that paper giving the prices of the cotton—[the
same being handed to the Witness]—and state to the Committee at how many
periods, according to that list, the American cotton has been at 33 d.a 1h. >—This
is the estimated average price of the Uplands cotton ; I fancy that this means
what is generally called fair Uplands cotton, and I speak of cotton not equal to
fair Uplands cotton, but ordinary cotton.

870. Will you state how often within the last 20 years the average price of
cotton has been at 33d.in the Liverpool market--Not more than once;
31 d. is an extreme case; by that I mean the ordinary Uplands cotton.

871. How many times in the last four or five years has 4 d. heen below the
average description of cotton you speak of 2—It would not be 4 d., 3% d. it has
been at, and then raised to 61 d.

872. Take the years from 1843 to 1846, before the crop fell oft' very greatly,
would 4 d. be about the average price of the cotton of which we have been speak-
ing =T think so, about 4 d.

873. It has heen stated here, that the Indian cotton could be landed at Liver-
pool at 34 4. ; under such circumstances the average Amecrican cotton heing 4 d.,
and the Indian cotton being produced at Liverpool at 3%d., would that
drive it out of the market 7—I am not well acquainted with the Cochin cotton ;
[ can speak better of the Bombay cotton ; do you speak of the indigenous cotton
of the country, or the improved American seed cotton ?

874. Of the indigenous cotton 2—1I think that at 34 4. it would be used.

875. Sir James Hogg.] Who is the greatest consumer in Manchester of Indian
grown cotton ?—I am not aware of any one consuming more than 1 do myself.

876. You <ay that, as the head of the Commercial Association, you have
been in frequent communication, personally and by writing, with the Court of
Directors 2—Yes, I have.

877. Respecting the experiments that have been made, and their success >—
Yes.

878. What is your opinion generally as to the success of the experiments
that have been made under the American planters and the Company’s servants
for improving of the culture, and the introduction of better sced >—I think that
very great and important improvements have been made by means of the
introduction of the American secd. It was necessary, as I have found, that the
Court of Directors should, in the early part of these experiments, have farms
themsclves for the purpose of growing the seed ; after a period, I find that the
Court of Directors found it no longer nceessary to grow cotton themselves, but
that they very judiciously purchased the cotton in its unclean state from the ryots,
and through their agents cleaned that cotton, and sent it to Bombay, and some was
sold at Bombay, where it is now very well known in the market, and some was
sent to this country, where it is also cqually well known. I wish to speak very
expressly on that point, that by my last advices from India, the improved
American seed cotton is quoted in the market at Bombay, after being sent down
by the ryots for sale, or by the dealers, after having bought it from the ryots, at 114
rupees per candy ; whercas the indigenous cotton of the country is quoted at 74
rupees per candy ; so that it is evident that the value of this improved cotton is
perfectly well understood in Bombay, and that it is bought by the English mer-
chants there for shipment to this country. Ihappen to know of my own knowledge
that several thousand bales have beeu ordered expressly in consequence of the
introduction of this cotton by the Commercial Association into Manchester ; it

has
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has been appreciated, is well known, and liked, and there are a number of
persons ready to buy any further quantity imported at a price that would pay.

879. Have you yourself, or the association, or any gentlemen, to your know-
ledge, in Manchester, either sent out agents to advance for cotton or to purchase
cotton, in consequence of these experiments ?>—A friend of mine has instructed
one of his partners in Bombay to proceed to the district of Coimbatoor, expressly
for the purpose of making arrangements for the purchase of all the cotton that
may be grown there of this improved growth ; a number of gentlemen in Man-
chester have taken an interest in the purchases that he may make, and have
committed themselves to a considerable amount for that purpose; 1 have mysclf
instructed an agent in Bombay to send orders into the Dharwar district to buy
this improved growth of cotton, and both gentlemen are ordered to buy exclu-
sively that particular cotton ; the American seed cotton, cleaned by the saw-gin,
and not the indigenous cotton ; and I have no donbt, by-and-by, that the ryots
will find, by the reports from Bombay, that one description of cotton is worth
114 rupees, and the other 74 ; and when they find that agents are coming to
look after that cotton, they will see an inducement to buy seed and ¢xtend the
culture of it in all dircctions. I am informed by a letter that they are coming in
all directions, and that the culture is extending in the Dharwar district itself, and
also into the Nizam’s territory, and also into Belgaum. I have no doubt that the
secds have been sown so as to establish a regular trade in this improved cotton,
and I have no doubt that we shall see in a few years that it forms a very import-
ant item in the exports from Bombay; it is already (uoted as an article along
with the other descriptions of Indian cotton, hut only during the past year.

880. Have you brought with you any specimens of the improved cotton ?—I
have not, 1 am sorry to say.

881. Mr. Lewis.] Your opinion appears to be that any prospect of increasing
the quantity of cotton imported from India into England would be derived from
the substitution of a better quality of cotton in India for the native cotton >—To
insure a regular increase, I think that the other will be a fluctuating one, accord-
ing to the price of the American cotton. I wish the quality to be improved to
compete with the American cotton and mect it in the market.

852. You look to the substitution of the¢ American varieties as the main cause
of the increase in the imports ?—I think so.

883. Can you suggest any means that could be adopted by Government or
any of the public authorities in India, in addition to the mecans hitherto adopted
for encouraging the substitution in question ?—I think they have taken the
necessary steps in the Dharwar district, and that private enterprise is now taking
the place which the East India Company have hitherto occupied in buying it
from the ryots and cleaning it. Their prejudices have been overcome so far as
toinduce them to grow the article, now that they see its increased value. T have
no doubt that the natural rule of demand will take place as to that as well as ull
others. I donot know that the East India Company can do much more, except now
I think it necessary that good roads should be made for the conveyance of this
improved article to the coast. I have no great faith in the great increase of the
trade in Americun sced cotton until there is a cheap mode of conveving the cotton
when grown.

884. You look to the improvement of the natural means of communication as
of great importance ?— Yes, and that must rest with the Government and not
private enterprise.

885. You were asked a few questions on the subject of the land assessment
in India; have you ever paid any special attention to that subject ?—Not
particularly.

886. Are you aware of the great diversity of opinions that exists among
persons well informed upon the subject, and who have examined it specially as
tv the comparative advantages of a fixed and variable assessment 2—1I helieve
that there does exist that difference of opinion; it is not a subject that I have
ever minutely studied.

887. Are you aware that persons of the highest authority entertain an opinion
adverse to a fixed assessment ?—] am not aware of that.

888. Mr. Plowden.] Are you aware that a universal assessment throughout
India would not be desirable, and could not be enforced ; that in some parts of
India a permanent settlement would succeed,whereas in other parts it would

0.41. L3 not >—
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not?—I am not sufficiently aware of the existence of the difterent circumstances
in India to answer that question.

889. Chairman.] Would not a diminution in the cost of cotton, whether by
any improvements that could be made in the mode of assessing the land-tax, or
any diminution of the expenses of communication with the coast, act precisely
the same upon the cultivator, as an increase of the price in Liverpool to the same
amount ?—I think it would.

89o. If that cotton of which you have spoken, that came by the “ Quentin
Leach,” could he produced at a price to sell in Liverpool, not to cost more than
83d. u pound, do you think that the Indian cultivator would ever need to fear
being expelled from Liverpool by importations from America ?-—I think he could
meet the Americans in the market.

891. You have been to the East India Company during the present week with
a deputation 7—VYes.

892. Did you represent to the court of proprietors or any of their body, this
week, that the recommendations which you had made and the improvements
which you had suggested had not been carried forward with that spirit and
celerity that you were given to expeet >~——Which particular suggestions ?

803. With regard to any of the suggestions made to the East India Com-
pany on former occasions?—We wrote to the company some time ago with
regard to the instructions given to Dr. Wight, who resides in the Coimbatore
district, and to whose experiments we attach the greatest importance. T ought
to state, in connexion with him, that in conscquence of a letter which, with the
consent of the chairman of the East India Company, I wrote to him with regard
to the ecauly sowing of cotton, that he has produced a far more beautiful sample
of cotton than has ever yet heen grown in India.  He committed the seed to
the ground at the commencement of the south-western monsoon, which is at a
much carlier period than it is usually sown, and those plants flourished to so
great an extent, that he was able during the year, on the 8th of October, to send
oft a sample grown from that carlier sowing, and Dr. Wight never produced so
beautiful a sample before, though he had previously sent to this country very
superior cotton to any that I had seen from the Dharwar district. I wished
the directors to give every possible encouragement to Dr. Wight, and we com-
plained this year that sufticient encouragement had not heen given to him, hecause
we had not seen the result ; only some 45 bales had arrived, and we had expected
a much larger supply. We then pressed that upon them again very strongly ;
and 1 believe the intention is to give instructions that Dr. Wight should he
encouraged in following out the good steps that have heen successful in the
Dharwar discrict.

894. Mr. J. B. Smith.] From what sced was that sample grown *—From the
New Orleans sced.

895. Chawrman.] Was your deputation this week for the purpose of gently
remonstrating with the Court of Directors with regard to the tardiness with
which they had followed ont the suggestions in which they agreed on a former
occasion 7 —The object of our deputation was to talk over with them this subject
in an amicable spirit, to derive information from them, and give such practical
suggestions as we thought ourselves able to offer.

896. Who were the directors that you saw ?—The chairman and the deputy
chairman.

807. Sir James Hogg.] Was the object of your visit to remonstrate with the
East India Company ?— Our object was to report favourably of. what had been
done, and to point out other matters in which we thought our suggestions had
not been attended to, to the full extent.

808. Mr. J. B. Smith.] As to the cotton imported that sold at 64 d. a pound,
are you aware what profit that cotten produced to the importer?—Exactly ; 1
bought a portion of it myself; it cost me 3% d. a pound, with all expenses upon
it, laid down free of all expense in Liverpool ; and that sold at 64 d.

890. Would you be afraid to import 1,000 bags of the cotton at any time on the
same terms ?—I have orders for many thousand bales of the cotton there now of
the <ame deseription ; I know at least nine firms in Manchester who have also
orders for the cotton in the Bombay district, and exclusively confined to this
particular cotton.

900. At that 3} d. a pound, have you rcason to think that it paid a fair profit

to
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to the ryots, and all parties engaged in bringing it to the shipping port in J. A. Turner, Fsq.
India 7—1I have no reason to think otherwise. There is no difficulty at any time =~ —

in getting a supply of common Surat cotton, when it will sell in Liverpool at 3 March 1848,
from 32 d. to 4 d. a pound ; the falling off is only when it is worth from 23 d.

to3 d. a pound ; 1 belicve that that cotton was produced quite as cheap as the

indigenous cotton of the country ; it will at all times mcet a ready sale, and wmeet

the American cotton in the English market.

go1. Mr. George Thompson.] Have you ever received any information from
your correspondents in India respecting the views of the natives themselves
upon the cotton question ?—I have not.

go2. Have you cver divided the component parts of the price that the
cotton ultimately realizes, and discovered, by so doing, how much the cultivator
has received ?—I have not.

903. Are you aware that they are a highly intelligent race of pcople /—I have
no doubt that they are.

904. Industrious, for that climate, and thrifty >—I should imagine, from all
accounts, that they are.

905. And that the Americans have affirmed that they can cultivate cotton,
according to their own primitive system, cheaper and- better than Europeans,
and that they have nothing to teach the natives in the way of growing cotton ?
—1I do not think that it was necessary for them to teach the natives much in the
way of growing it; I believe that they perfectly understand the nature of their
own agriculture, and the time of growing ; they had to teach them the improved
mode of cleaning.

go6. Have you ever reccived any information that has enabled you to ascer-
tain what is the view that a native himsclf takes of the impediments lying in
his wa?r to the production of the cotton that you want?—I have no information
upon that subject.

007. Do you know what the native gets per pound for the cotton as a
reward for his labour 2—1I do not ; it is a very small sum, no doubt.

908. Do you think that it is a halfpenny a pound >—I cannot state.

009. Have you ever looked to the circumstances in which the native of India
is placed, his original poverty, and his obligation to borrow money sometimes
to subsist 2 ~Yes ; he must horrow money before the crop is derived.

g1o. And to get rid of the claim of the collector upon his crop?—That I am
not aware of.

911. And when there is a lien upon his cotton by the man who has lent
the money ?—I know that the original cultivator is a man of the most abject
poverty.

912. Have you ascertained how much money the Bombay Government have
cxpended upon the roads in the western part of India 2—No.

013. Was there an estimate of the cost of the road that you proposed to
make ?—No.

914. Mr. Bolling.] Are you satisfied, so far as you have investigated the
matter, with the exertions made by Dr. Wight in endcavouring to improve the
cultivatjon of cotton ?—Very much so; I believe that if the same encourage-
ment is extended to him, and he has the same facilities for buying from the
natives that Mr. Mercer had in Dharwar, that we shall find Dr. Wight’s cotton
very superior indeed, even tothat of the Dharwar district; whereas one would
only class as ordinary American cotton, and the other would class as full fair.

915. And we are likely to add two strings to our bow ?-—Yes; I think we
shall find that most valuable cotton will be introduced from India; and if duc
encouragement is given to it, it will form a very important item in our imports
in a few years to come.

916. Mr. George Thompson.] Do you know what the cotton cost at Dharwar,
and what the cost of transit to Bombay was ?— I do not know.
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Mr. Bolling. Mr. George Thompson.
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Mr. Wilson Patten.

JOHN BRIGHT, Esq., IN THE CHAIR.

Robert Wigram Crawford, Esq., Examined.

yt7. Chairman.] IIAVE you, as a merchant, been resident in Bombay ?—
I have.

018. For how long a period ?—1I was in Bombay about 14 years.

919. Have you recently returned from India*—I left Bombay on the 1st of
April last year.

920. Were you one of the conimission appointed by the Bombay Government
to inquire into the decline of the cotton trade in Indiar--I was,

921. Had that reference particularly to the cotton trade as regards the port
of Bombay or India generally 7—It had reference, in the first instance, to the
cotton of the port of Bombay, but we were directed by the Government to extend
our inquiries as far as we could to other parts of India.

922. Did the committee consist of merchants exclusively, or of Government
officers as well ?—1It consisted of two or three cx-officio members, the collector
of Customs, the deputy-collector, the collector of the Land Revenue on the island
of Bombay, two gentlemen engaged in business not connected with the Chamber
of Commerce, two who were, and two native merchants.

923. Has it been a subject of anxiety amongst the merchants of Bombay, as
well as on the part of the Government of Bombay, that the cotton trade of that
Presidency has appeared to decline for some years past ?—It has been a subject
of very great anxiety to all concerned in it.

924. Could you explain to the Committec how it was that this commission
was appointed ; the circumstances out of which it arose, if there be any? —An
explanation is afforded in the correspondence which is published with this Report
by the Order of Parliament. There is a letter in page 6 from certain four houses
in Bombay. The cotton trade of Bombay had been for a long time falling into
a great state of decline; it was not so much that there was a deficiency in the
quantity of cotton exported, but the decline in the value was so great that it
interfered very much with the course of trade; a much less amount of money
was used for the purposes of trade in the Presidency, and, of course, a fact like
this attracted the attention of the parties who had been chiefly concerned in the
cotton trade. The representation was made to the Government, which is printed
in page 6 of the Report, and there is a statement appended to it which shows the
state of the cotton trade at that particular time.

025. What is the result of that statement ?—It shows that the cotton trade
for many years past had not been in such a state of depression as it was at that
moment.

926. Mr. G. Thompson.) State the substance of your application to the
Government ?—We informed the Government that we had, on former occasions,
brought the state of the cotton trade of the port to their notice, and that we had
solicited their particular attention to it; we then submitted a statement of the
exportation of cotton from Bombay for the first eight months of that year, com-

pared with the same period in the two preceding years; we also showed the
tounage



ON THE GROWTH OF COTTON IN INDIA. 89

tonnage cmployed in its transport ; the number of vessels which were then in the
Bombay harbour loading for China and for England—cotton forming the chief
export ; and; therefore, the number of vessels cngaged in loading being a criterion
of the course thetrade was taking;and we argued that the statement would
abundantly show that our apprcheunsions were well founded, and that the causes
which had appeared to cxercise so prejudicial an influence on the trade, so far
from losing their force, were still in active operation.

g27. What took place after that —The Government appointed a committec to
examine into the state of the trade.

928. You were a member of that committee 2—Yes, I was a member of the
firm of Remington & Company, whose name appears to the letter.

929. What mcasures did you take, through the means of that committee, to
obtain accurate information upon the points on which you required information
—We addressed letters to the various Govwernment officers, with whom we had
been empowered by the Government to correspond, requesting them to give us
information upon all those points upon which we thought information was
reeded.

930. I suppose you sent round a circular?—Ycs, we sent a circular, and
\Yhencvcr any particular information was required, we addressed a letter to
them.

931. What was the range of your inquiries through the means of the Govern-
ment collector, as to what parts of India 2—-We addressed our inquiries to the
collectors of the chief cotton-growing districts in the first instance; we also
addressed inquiries to the political agents in those parts where we had no revenue
officers of the Government to apply to ; for instance, to the resident at Ilyderabad,
to the resident at Nagpoor, and to the resident at Bhooj, aud so on.

932. And then you obtained information, more or less copious ?—Yes.

933- You took that information into your consideration ?—We did, very
dceply. .

034. And thereupon you drew up a report >—Yes.

935. Which you luid hefore the Government ?>—Yes.

036. Did the Government take any notice of that report 7—The report was
dated, I think, the 23d of March ; I left Bombay on the 1st of April, and I am
not aware what notice the Government have hestowed upon it, further than
appears in the correspondence with the court of directors, which is published
along with this report.

937. Can you state to the Committee the general result of your inquiries as
given more at length in your report >—The general result of our inquiries is this,
that the allegation of the partics who addressed the Government, pointing out the
state of decline to which the cotton trade had fallen, was quite borne out, and
that the trade was in a very depressed state indeed at the time when the Govern-
ment was appcaled to on the subject; that the cause of that decline was the
inability of the exporters of cotton from India to compete with the cheaper
produce of the United States in the markets of Europe, and China ; thatis to say,
with the cotton itself in the markets of Europe and the goods and yarn manu-
facturcd out of that cheaper cotton in the markets of China; it appeared also to
the committee that the only means by which we could hring about a hetter state
of things would be to reduce the first cost of the cotton in India, and that that
was to be done by abolishing the Customs duties, which were imposed on the
export of the cotton to certain specified parts, of which China was one.

938. Chairman.] Hasany change since taken place with regard to the Customs
duties ?—Yes, I have seen a notification in the papers in India by the Govern-
ment, that the export dutics have been abolished.

929. Mr. George Thompson.] What Custom dutics were there previously to
that notification >—It was a duty of 9 annas per Indian maund, or 12 annas and
a quarter per cwt., or 5 rupces 5 annas and 9 pics per candy of 7 cwt., which was
equal, upon the value of 67 rupees a candy, to 8 per cent.

940. Chairman.] And that duty would beeomec more onerous, and the per-
centage more heavy, as the price of the cotton declined ?—Precisely so; the
worse the state of the cotton trade becomes, the more heavily would that tax
press.

941. Mr. George Thompson.] Were not 67 rupees a candy a low price ?—Yes,
it was a low price, but I named it because it was the price that I was familiar
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with, from having myself about that time bought some cotton at that price, and
that was 8 per cent, upon it when exported to China.

942. Is there any export duty to this country >—No.

943. And that you say has been abolished ?—Yes, from the 1st of January
last. The next recommendation of the Committee was a revision of the land
agssessment in the collectorates of Surat, Broach and Candeish.

044. A revision, I presume, with reference to a reduction ?—Yes, more than
an adjustment,

945. What else did you rccommend?—A permancnt improvement of the
communications between the Southern Mahratta country and the ports on the
sea-coast.

046. Chairman.] What are the principal ports to which you refer >—Comptah,
Malwan, Vengorla, and Viziadroog.

947. Mr. George Thompson.] Did you conceive that anything else could be
done to cheapen the cotton 2—Yes, by introducing a system of railway com-
munication betwcen Bombay and all the cotton-growing districts in the interior,
especially in the neighhourhood of Sholapoor and the Berar country.

048. Do those remain your opinions at the present moment ? —They do.

049. Would you recommend anything clse if you had the opportunity pre-
sented to you at this time 2—No new point has occurred to me.

050. Did the Government make any observations upon your report?—None,
that I am aware of, beyond thosc which are printed in the letter which thig
document commences with.

951. Did the Government agree with you in the view you took of the state of
the cotton trade generally, and in respect to the recommendations that you
made to them in particular ?—It is rather difficult to deduce what the (tovern-
ment opinion is, because they state in one paragraph that the trade “is not in a
position to occasion alarm,” but they immediately after say that “it does afford
grounds for anxicty ”’; that is in the 18th paragraph of that Ietter, They attach
much less value, in fact, to the falling off in the value of the cotton exported than
we merchants do ; they look to the quantity that is grown.

952. Chawrman.] Why is it that you regard the falling off in the value as so
important’—For a variety of reasons. 1 now refer to paragraph 10 of the
Report, page 11, and taking the falling off to amount to 127,000 hales per annum,
that is, upon the average of the six preceding years, there is between 500,000/,
and 600,000 /. less moncy cmployed in the trade of the port.

953. Does your opinion arise from the belief that it makes it extremely diffi-
cult, and that that interferes with the making of returns to this country —
Undoubtedly. .

054. Have you any idca that it interferes also with the consumption or the
quantity of manufacturcd goods which go into the interior from Bombay 2—I
have a strong impression that it does, but I am not able to prove that from any
statement of the exports, or the destination of the goods when they come to Bom-
bay. I have a statement to show the connexion which exists between the port of
Bombay and the port of Liverpool, to which the cotton is principally exported ;
it is a statement of the import of manufactured cotton goods und yarn into Bom-
bay from the ports of the United Kingdom. T have another statement showing
the cxport of the same goods from Bombay to the ports of Guzerat ; and a third
statement showing the export of those goods to the ports of the Concan. The
last, from which we derive a very large quantity of cotton, is of a most insigni-
ficant character ; that is to say, to the Concan.

055. Is that to the south of Bombay along the coast?—To the north-cast;
cast and south-east ; it takes in the Decean and Candeish, and the central parts of
India.

950. Do you find any correspondence between the quantities of goods sent from
Bombay to those various ports, and the quantity of cotton which is reccived at
Bowmbay and exported >-—No, I do not find any correspondence between them ;
I find in the last year of this series of years, in the report, that the quantity of
goods exported was less than in the previous years. .

957. Upon the whole, the facts are not such as to cnable the Committee to form
a very decided opinion upon it ?—I think not.

[ The following Paper was handed in.]

COMPARATIVE
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Comrarative View of the Export of Bririsu Corrons and YARN from Bombay to the Ports of the Concan and
Guzerat, and of the Import of the same Articles into Bombay from the United Kingdom.

Exrort of Manufactured Britisir Corrons aud Yauns fiom Bombay to the Ports of the Cuncan and Guzerat, during the following Years,

Years. Goods not described, Goods Plain. Goods Dyed and Printed. Yarn. Torar Varur.
Puects. Talue. Picces. Vulue. Pieces. Value. Lbs. Value, Rupecs
Ports oF THE CONCAN :

36-37 - - 366,981 | 20,11,35] § - - -1- - -1 - - - - 44,981 46,067 20,57,403
37-38 - - 23,396 1,20,784 210,309 10,07,494 34,031 2,44,415 24,349 19,959 13,92,602
38-39 - - - . - - 232,305 11,92,528 40,129 2,h2,912 50,875 37,654 14,82,994
39-40 - - - - - - 234,513 13,07,224 11,504 76,764 54,896 40,654 14,24,642
40-41 - - - - - - 306,356 19,82,465 19,714 1,h7,282 67,079 55,187 21,94,934
41-42 - - - - - - 208,686 11,99,696 47,486 3,09,864 123,500 96,346 16,05,906
42-4) - - - - - - 242,216 14,55,361 44,267 2,90,695 184,183 1,30,016 18,75,972
43-44 - - - - - - 257,575 12,78,501 47,462 3,12,085 410,420 3,51,680 19,42,266
445 - | - |- - 168,948 8,856,530 41,802 2,09,823 305,296 3,94,695 | 14,91,053
45-46 - - - - - - 133,534 7,78,5563 32,742 1,77,9848 236,196 2,16,870 11,73,411
21,32,135 1,10,88,357 20,31,728 13,89,018 |1,66,41,238

Average of 10 Years - - Rs. | 2,13,213 Rs. | 11,08,835 Rs. 2,03,172 Rs. 1,38,901 16,64,123
X£. 21,321 £. 110,883 £. 20,317 £. 13,890 166,412

Porrs or GUZERAT :

36-37 - - 516,010 | 26,40,095 | - - -1~ - - - - - -1 1,255,076 12,21,497 38,309,072
\37-38 - - 36,233 | 2,060,347 302,457 15,30,059 24,372 1,46,739 1,258,563 10,46,639 20,20,784
138 -39 - - - - - - 404,019 16,90,132 18,725 1,27,324 1,204,756 8,36,188 20,59,6 14
39-40 - - | - S 511,024 | 21,61,350 78,583 5,47,730 1,189,508 0,36,900 | 36,45,992
140-41 - - - - - - 571,960 23,14,865 102,044 5,75,847 1,446,779 9,3h,5h4 38,20,260
141-42 - - - - - - 717,52 26,20,914 92,055 5,70,398 1,736,771 9,57,801 41,505,113
142-43 I - - - 981,808 | 37,45,903 123,990 6,683,253 1,739,639 9,18,046 53,47,202
143-44 - - - - - - 885,018 35,01,925 111,381 5,64,345 1,890,679 9,88,763 50,535,083
144-4H - - - - - - 1,041,660 35,72,230 138,938 5,60,580 1,372,248 9,44,042 50,70,8,2
Mb-46 - | - - | - - 857,214 | 35,83,775 | 133,606 7,67,800 | 1,620,497 8,52,792 | 42,04,467
28,46,422 2,37,33,159 45,44,116 96,32,228 | 4,07,55,920

Average ot 10 Years - - Rs.| 2,84,642 .| 23,73,315 Rs. 4,514,411 Rs. 9,63,222 40,75,592
£. 28,464 £. 237,331 £. 45,411 £. 90,322 407,559

(") And yaids 43, say pieces 2.

CoMPARATIVE View of the InporT of Manufactured Corrox Goobs and Yany into Bombay from the Ports of the

United Kingdom.

Yearw, Plan Cottons. Printed Cottons. Dyed Cottons. Cotton Yain, Torar VALL:.
Pieces, Value. Pueces. Value. Picces. Value. Lbs. Value. Rupecs, £.
36-37 | 1,242,311 54,008,026 | 192,115 11,22,089 | - - - -« -] 1,703,652 | 13,82,450 79,13,465 791,346
37-34 | 861,009 38,02,425 | 871,255 19,29.637 | - - |- - -] 2,273,543 | 13,22,774 71,14,830 711,483
138- 39 | 1,308,908 53,30,903 | 135,068 7,13,896 | 48,108 2,02,319 | 2,803,046 | 14,51,521 70,98,042 :96,864
39-40 | 1,236,919 52,17,122 | 171,620 8,18,205 | 156,808 6,95,505 | 2,120,165 | 11,06,897 78,37,779 783,777
40-41 | 2,049,559 70,93,881 | 265,830 13,05,672 | 304,451(")| 14,68,016 | 2,515,965 | 14,54,290 1,13,21,789 L132,178
41-42 | 1,799,322(%) | 64,87,326 | 223,346 11,05,645 | 145,084(3)] 10.09,113 | 1,783,948 | 10,58,377 96,60,461 966,046
42-43 | 2,179,660(%) | 75,11,154 | 208,469 10,538,953 | 72,528 ,95,716 | 3,052,380 | 15,65,004 1.06,10,827 1,061,082
43-44 | 3,460,635 1,06,28,373 | 163.308 6,833,024 { 130,496 6,013,309 | 5,254,709 | 21,05.095 1,40,29,861 1,402,986
144-4b | 4,183,023 1,00,97,486 | 197,521 9,26,828 | 37,267 8,601,125 | 4,712,257 | 34,16,885 1,52,92,324 1,529,232
146-46 | 2,215,171 66,84,153 | 128,643(°)] 5,71,766 | 94,172 6,48,325 | 3,668,549 | 20,95,451 99,99,69. 999,909
6,83,20,849 1,02,16,515 59,583,668 1,09,58,747 | 10,14,79,679 | 10,147,967
vernge of 10 Years Re. | 68,32,084 Rs.| 10,21,651 Rs. 5,98,356 Rs. | 16,9587 1,01,47,967
£, 683,208 £. 102,165 £. 59,835 £. 169,587 1,014,796
‘(') And yarde 1,343, suy pieces 70 (') Andyads 85,693, say pieces 2,860
?) 5 cases 12, » 1,200 (*) » cases - 10, » 1,000
') » ” 183, » 18,300
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958. I presume that you have no plan to suggest to the Committec by which
the price and the value of the cotton exported from India can be increased, so
as to remedy any inconvenience that you suffer now from the difficulty of
making returns —By increasing the quantity you increase the value.

959. Mr. Lewis.] Might not the value be also increased by improving the
quality ?-—Undoubtedly.

960. Mr. George Thompson.] Procecd to state wherein the Government differ
in any particulars from the view taken by the Committee, and throw uny light
you can upon the subject t—The Government state at page 4, paragraph 11, of
their letter to the court, that the causc to which the committee ascribed the
falling off in the cotton trade of the Presidency, namely, the increasing com-
petition with the American produce in the markets of Great Britain and China,
was not improbable in itself; but they say, as it stands in the report, that it
is a mere opinion, in support of which no evidence has been adduced ; the com-
mittee assumed that as a fact, a great deal too well known to require to be
proved by evidence ; that is to say, that we find the market here entirely governed
by the American crop, and that we cannot export our cotton to this country
with the hope of profit unless we sce ourselves quite easy in respeet to the
Amcrican crop.

901. Chairman.] That is, whatever the Americans are selling their cotton at
in this market, vou, of necessity, must scll your cotton at the same price of the
same quality —Precisely so.

962. In paragraph 16, they state that *“ much, however, yet remains to be done,
especially in Guzerat, and we shall be happy, when our means of undertaking
the necessary surveys admit of our extending to that province the full henefit
of that systematic revision of the assessment which has been prosecuted with
such signal success in the Deccan, and is now in progress in the Southern Mah-
ratta country;” are you acquainted with any reason why the assessment should
not proceed in the district of Guzerat rapidly 7—I am aware of none; 1 suppose
it is quite a Government matter for theraselves to consider as to whether they
have the means, or the officers available, and whether they can afford to pay them,

963. Mr. George Thompson.] Is not a large quantity of cotton exported from
Guzerat from the various collectorates there /—Yes.

004. T sce that you have come to the conclusion that the assessment amounts
upon the average to 48 rupees 10 annas and 4 pies upon acandy of cotton weighing
784 1bs. r—That is the conclusion of Mr. Davies.

965. But you deduce that from his calculations >—No ; those are Mr. Davies’
figures.

966. You reported that 2—Yes, we reported it.

967. The expenscs of the ryots are put down as expenses, though, in fact, this
amount is the entire amount which the ryot receives ; the estimated cxpenses of
a ryot for cultivating that candy of cotton are 16 rupecs 3 annas and 5 pies ?—
It is rather more than an anna per 1b.

908. The assessment by Mr. Davies, the collector, is stated at 48 rupees
10 annas and 4 pies upon a candy of cotton weighing 784 Ibs. ; the ryot's share
is sct down at 16 rupces 3 annas aud 5 pies; the wakharia or broker’s profit,
the merchant on the spot, is set down at 5 rupees a candy ; the Broach broker’s
profit at 2 rupees, at 2 per cent, or 1 rupee 8 annas per candy ; the cranage
and other trifling expenses, 8 annas per candy ; and the estimated value of the
cotton in Bombay at 75 rupees 13 annas per candy. Such being the statcment
of Mr. Davies, is it your opinion that that approximates to accuracy, he arriving
at that conclusion by the process described on the following page 41 7— Yes.

969. There it will be found by the Committee that by a laborious process he
cstimates the Government demand, the realized demand, at 48 rupees 10 annas
and 4 pies per candy of 781 lbs. of cotton. It seems, then, that the cultivator of
the cotton, exclusive of all other claims upon him, has but 16 rupees 3 annas
and 5 pies per candy for his cotton; can you give him any more according to
those statements ?—>Mr. Davies’s acsumption or calculation that the assessment
upon a candy of cotton is equal to 48 rupces 10 annas and 4 pics, is based on a
previous calculation that it requires 20 beegas of land in an average year to
vield a candy of clean cotton : 1 think Mr. Davies has rather overstated the num-
her of acres required to produce it ; as far as I have been able to learn, and from
working out a subsequent return of Mr. Stewart, the collector of Surat, in which
he gives the whole of the cultivation of the Surat collectorate for some years,

mercly distinguishing the extent of the cotton cultivation from the extent of
land
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land cultivated with other products, it is 18 beegas to a candy; I think that
Mr, Davics has rather overstated the matter. Mr, Stewart’s return, being framed
after a very minute examination into the cultivation, as collector, may rather be
taken as the standard, particularly as the soil of the Surat collectorate is not so
well adapted to the cultivation of cotton as Broach ; it would make a difference
of nearly 20 per cent.

970. Mr. Plowden.] Docs not Mr. Stewart’s statement refer to grain, and not to
cotton ?2—One column shows the extent of the cotton cultivation in pages 50 and
51. A beega is not quite two-thirds of an acre—about six-tenths; it varies.

971. Mr. George Thompson.] Mr. Davies may be wrong in his estimate of the
number of beegas required to produce a given amount of cotton ; but I take it for
granted that he is right in the figures he sets down with regard to the remissions
of taxation, and the balances written off during a series of years in his collectorate,
speaking only of cotton lunds; you do not dispute the accuracy of those figures?
—No; but I think that this statement has not reference to cotton lands alone; it
says that the heads cannot be shown separately.

972. But the cotton lands would be a large portion of those lands ; can you
say what proportion they bear 2—I have a paper, which I will put in, showing a
comparative view of the cotton and other products cultivated in the collectorates
of Broach, Surat, Candeish, and Sholapoor ; a separate table showing the culti-
vation in cach, with the relative per-centages of both; and a final table showing
the aggregate cultivation of the Government land in these collectorates, with
cotton and other products, and their per-centages.

973. Chairman.] How have you been able to make those tables out?—I have
taken them from information furnished to the Committee by the Government
officers in Bombay. :

074. Sir James Hogg.] The information from which those tables are formed,
and the facts, are all in this report 7— They are all furnished in that report. The
average cultivation of cotton in the Broach collectorate for 12 years was 4328 per-
centage of the whole cultivation, and the other produce was 562 ; in the Surat
collectorate the cotton was 22 per cent. and the other produce 78 per cent. ; in the
Candeish collectorate the cotton cultivation is 10¢¢, and the other produce 894 ;
and in the Sholapoor collectorate the cotton was 341, and the other produce 963s.

[The following Paper was handed in :]

Comparat:ve Vicw of the Corton and other Cultivations in the Collectorates of Broach, Surat,
Cuandeish and Sholapoor.

h— lo_‘. .

Corrox CunrivartioN in the Broach Collectorate.

Government Land cultivated with In the Proportion of, for
YEARS. - — ~]— N
Cotton. Other Products. TorAL. Cotton. Other Products.
Beegas. Beeyas. Beegas.
1834-35 - - - 108,015 392,678 590,603 | 3332 p’ cent.| GGLE p’ cent.
1836-36 - - - 274,609 308,232 642,841 | 4212 ,, (5673
1836-37 - - - 242,086 342,233 584,319 | 41% o83,
1837-38 - - - 281,667 328,328 609,995 | 4611 538,
1838-39 - - - | 322,640 264,803 587,443 | 5422, | 4508
1839-40 - - .| 307,501 310,804 618,305 | 401¢ , |5038
1840-41 - - - | 289,182 321,093 610,876 | 472¢ , | 6204
1841-42 - . .| 250,400 360,285 | .628,784 | 4131 , 681:
1842-43 . . .| 268,760 872,250 641,010 |41 , |s&822
1843-44 . . . 217,646 408,210 625,762 | 3411 ,, 6331
1844-46 - - .| 973,480 346,525 620,005 | 441! ,, | 5382 ,,
1846-46 - - .| 977,043 333,803 610,038 | 45:: , [ 5488
3,212,118 4,158,942 | 7,371,000
Average of 12 years 267,679 346,578 614,256 | 4342 p’ cent.| 5642 p’ cent.

R. W. Craufud,
Esq
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CortoN CuLTIvATION 1n the Surat Collectorate.

Government Land cultivated with In the Proportion of, for
YEARS. 7 T ' N

Cotton. Other Products. ToraL. Cotton. Other Products.

Beegas. Beegas. Becgas.
1834-35 - - - 42,321 181,078 224,299 | 1887 p’ cent. [ 8114 p’ cent.
1835-36 - - - 49,217 180,032 220,249 | 2142, | 7833 ,,
1836-37 - - - 89,877 192,121 231,008 | 1710, g281
1837-38 - - - 62,815 179,131 241,976 | 2527, 7401,
1838-39 - - - 61,590 151,518 213,108 | 282¢ ,, [ 710,
1839-40 - - - 51,807 205,363 037,260 | 2001, | 798y
1840-41 - - - 48,028 209,232 257,260 | 1801, 81i1
1841-42 - - - 71,343 191,029 262,372 271 ., 728L
184243 - - - 57,439 217,109 074,648 | 2098 7908
1843-14 - - - 36,249 221,833 258,082 140% 8526
1844=45 - - - 65,933 179,067 243,000 | 262! , |73
1845-46 - - - 57,176 175,393 232,760 | e4ie | 768,

643,015 | 2,284,000 2,927,020
Averageof 12 years - 53,659 190,33+ 243,993 22 per cent. | 78 per cent.

3. —

——— e e e = v =

Government Land cultivated with

Corron Currtivatiov m the Candewsh Collectorate.

In the Proportion of, for

1834-35 - -
1835-36 - -
1836-37 - -
1837-38 - -
1838-39 -
1839-40 - -
1840-41 - -
1841-42 - -
1842-43 - -
1843-44 - -
1844-45 - -
18456-46 -~ -

YEARS. -
Cotton, Other Products. Torar. Cotton, Other Products.
Beegas. Beeyas Beeqgas.
- 91,433 766,689 858,122 1023 p’cent. | 8933 p’ cent.
- 119,494 800,807 920,351 1208 8742,
- 94,757 903,158 998,215 9Ly 09032L
- 121,104 945,174 1,066,368 | 1136 886t
- 89,436 948,393 1,037,829 882 9138,
- 92,273 1,015,283 1,107,536 8ir 910
- 76,014 993,360 1,071,374 710, 927%
- 123,703 987,457 1,111,230 | 111¢ 884¢
- 108,956 984,379 1,093,335 0L, 2001
- 87,912 1,001,451 1,089,363 8ot 9123,
- 119,799 923,830 1,043,629 | 1148 88fy
- 129,533 1,016,261 1,145,794 11, 8812
1,264,504 [11,288,502 [12,543,186
12 years - 104,649 940,710 1,045,265 [ 1024 p’ cent. | 89£% p’ cent.

—_——
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R.W. Craufird,
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CortoN CurTIvATION in the Sholapoor Collectorate, 9 March 1848.
Government Land cultivated with In the Proportion of, for
YEARS. r 1 . N

Cotton. Other Products. ToTAL, Cotton, Other Products.

Acres. Acres. Acres,
1834-35 - = 2,669 406,460 409,029 052 p’ cent.| 9918 ' cent.
1835-36 - . 2,710 612,800 615,600 o, | 0038
1836-37 - - 22,022 697,660 720,582 38, 9682
1837-38 - - 20,841 776,604 806,445 310, o6y
1838-39 - - 35,445 833,177 808,622 4908 957
1839-40 - - 58,001 1,020,502 | 1,078,503 33, | 048z
184041 - - 55,213 1,252,189 1,307,402 43z, (113 .
1841-49 - - 49,454 | 1,304,471 1,443,025 342, |e6ix
1849-43 - - 68,136 | 1,530,009 1,598,205 428 |05ty
184314 - - 04,607 | 1,344,114 | 1,408,721 a8 o | ok,
1844-45 - - 75,436 1,616,348 1,601,784 41t ,, | 958,
1845-46 - - 51,4160 1,602,581 1,713,097 3 » 97 ”

515,750 13,017,065 |13,562,815
Average of 12 years - 42,979 1,087,255 1,130,234 347 p’cent.| 963} p’ cent.

——

STATEMENT showing tho Extent of Government Land under Cultivation in the following Collectorates of the Bombay
Presidency, distinguishing the Lands cultivated with CorToN from those cultivated with other Products.

BROACIH. SURAT. CANDEISIL SHOLAPOOR.
YEARS. o e B e R
Cotton.  |Other Products]  Cotton.  [OtherPioducts Cotton.  |Other Products] Cotton.  |Other Products
Beegas. Beegas. Beegas. DBeegus. Becgas. Beceyus. Acres. Acres.

1834-85 - -1 108015 302,678 | 42,321 181,978 91,433 | 706,680 | 2,569 100,160
1835-86 - - 274,609 368,232 49,217 180,032 119,494 800,857 2,710 612,890
1836-37 . - .| 242,086 | 342233 | 39,877 192,121 94,757 | 903,458 | 22,922 697,600
1837-38 - -| 281,067 | 328,328 | 62,845 179,131 | 121,104 | 916,174 | 20,841 776,004

1838-30 - -| 322,640 | 264803 | 61,690 151,518 80,436 | 948,303 | 85,445 833,177
1839-40 - - 307,591 310,804 51,897 205,363 92,273 | 1,015,283 68,001 1,020,502
1840-41 -« .| es9,182 | 321,003 | 48,028 209,233 76,014 | 095,360 | 55,213 | 1,252,180

1841-42 - -| 260,400 | 309,285 | 71,343 101,020 | 123,793 | 987,457 | 49,454 | 1,304,471
1842-43 - - 268,760 372,250 57,439 217,109 108,956 981,379 08,136 1,330,069
1843-44 - - 217,646 408,216 36,249 221,833 87,912 | 1,001,451 04,607 1,344,114
1844~-45 - - 273,480 | 316,625, 64,933 179,067 119,799 923,830 75,430 1,516,348
1845~46 - -| 977,043 | 333806 657,176 176,603 | 120,533 | 1,016,261 | 51,416 | 1,662,581
3,212,118 | 4,158,042 | 843,915 | 2,284,000 | 1,254,504 (11,288,692 | 513,760 [13,047,005

Averageof 12years - | 267,677 | 840,673 | 53,650 | 100,334 | 104,540 | 940,718 | 42,079 | 1,087,236
0.41, M4 —_— 0, —
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A TABLE showing the Comparative Cultivation of CorTON, With other Products, on the Govern-
ment Lunds in tho following Collectorates of the Presidency of Bombay.

. BROACH. SURAT. CANDEISH. SHOLAPOOR.
YEARS. T
Catton. | Orber, | Cottom | o e, | Cotton Poge, | Cotton | pomer
Per Cent.| Per Cent.| Per Cent.| Per Cent.| Per Cent.| Per Cent. Per Cent.| Per Cent.
1834-35 - -| 3332 ({123} 1881 8113 10643 893 06g 0914
1835-36 - - 4212 6738 2141 7831 1208 8712 03 09958
1836-37 - - | 411} 5831 1719 8281 942 9031 38 9Ghe
1837-38 - - | 4617 3382 2591 740} 117¢ 886} 3L 9639
1838-39 - - | 540¢ 4508 2800 7110 86 0138 498 059¢
1839-40 - -] 491% 5028 2017 798 831 9101 538 040
1810-41 - - 4738 52 06 1861 813} 710 9200 424 9318
1841-42 - - 4187 5811 2717 7281 1144 8880 347 9638
1842-43 - - a1 5801 2072 7908 991 000 4 426 951}
1843-44 - - 8411 652% 1404 8570 801 0914 448 954°
1844-15 - - 44l 558 2021 73090 1148 8842 413 9526
1845-46 -~ - | 4637 5408 2438 754 1130 8810 3 97
Average of 121} ,4x4 5642 93 78 1003 8OO0 347 0653
years - -J )

975. Mr. George Thompson.] Where wasit 4378 and 56 —In Broach.

970. Just turn to the table again, and state to the Committee what, according
to that table, have been the remissions made from 1840 to 1845 and 1846 inclu-
sive 7—The remissions are stated to have been 62,959 /.

077. And what are the balances written off during the same period ?—Eighty-
one thousand nine hundred aud sixty pounds,

978. How much was the outstanding balance on the 1st of August 1846 7—
Nincteen thousand two hundred and eighty-four pounds.

979. Now, rcearring to Major Monier Williams’s report, published in the
Appendix to the Evidence given before the Committee in 1832, do you recollect
what he describes the state of the finances of that portion of the country to have
been in for eighteen years prior to 1821 7—1I canuot say that I recollect suffi-
ciently to speak decidedly upon that point.

980. What inference do you draw from those figures as it regards the
character of the land assessment in Guzerat ?—The inference that I should
deduce from that is, that as the Government and their officers may justly claim
the credit of getting all the revenue they can possibly get, it follows that the
land is let at a rack-rent.

081. When you say that the land is let at a rack-rent, you mean to say that
the assessment is at the very highest point ?—Precisely so ; I view the assessment
in the light of a rent. .

982. Are you acquainted with the mode in which the asscssment is made!—
Not actually, only from what 1 have ascertained from the course of this inquiry,
and from conversations upon the subject in India.

083. There are lands that are liable to adscssment ?— There are.

084. It seems that during the years alrcady referred to, the Government had-
to make remissions to the amount of 62,0001L, to write off balances to the
amount of 81,000 /., and that a halance of 19,000/ was outstanding’on the 1st
of August 1846 7— Yes. . )

985. Sir James Hogg.] Are you able, having been in India, from your know-
ledge of the system of assessment, and the subsequent remission, to explain to

the Con:mittee the cause of those remissions ?—I do not know of it from my
own
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own knowledge, because I have not had any personal acquaintance with the
fubject in India.

986. Are you aware that the usage is to assess the ryot for a quantity of land,
assumed to be land subject to cultivation, and that if the ryot, in point of fact,
does not cultivate the whole of the land, he has a right to a remission upon the
portion of the land not brought into cultivation ?—-F am aware that that formed
the substance of Mr. Prideaux’s remarks upon the question of remission, but as
regards these particular remissions

987. Is that so, in point of fact, that the ryot gets a remission upon the
lands not brought into cultivation ?—Upon Mr. Prideaux’s evidence, I presume
that he does.

988. Are you able, from your knowledge acquired in India, to state whether
that has or has not occurred, or do you know any thing about the matter ?---I
do not know much about the matter, as I have already stated. Iu regard to
those particular remissions mentioned in the report, Mr. Davies says, at the
bottom of page 89, that the ryot had to fall back upon the remissions and
balances in many cases to escape from ruin. Mr. Davies, who made that return,
must have been perfectly cognizant of the naturc of those remissions.

98y. Chairman.] Who is Mr. Davies 2~—The collector of Broach; he has not
been long in Broach, but he has always been in the revenue service.

990. He is perfectly cognizant of the facts?—Yes; and he is generally
regarded as one of the most able revenue officers of Bombay.

991. What does he say as to those remissions ?—He says, ¢ that as the present
state of the market does not unfortunately give him that reimbursement (to
enable him to keep up his stock), it far less enables him to reckon upon any
profits ; the inference is but too obvious, that he mainly depends upon ‘remis-
sions and balances’ for his cscape from ruin, and that the remissions and
balances have become very considerable within the last five years. 1 beg to refer
you to the last column of the accompanying General Statement.”

092. Sir James Hogg.] What district does that refer to ?—To Broach only ; I
can quote that as the opinion also of Mr. Frere, who was a member of this com-
mittee, and who had been for some time assistant to the revenue commissioner.

093. Chairman.] Mr. Davies refers to the last five ycars; has the price of
cotton on the whole been considerably lower during the last five years than it
was for some years before ?— The price of cotton was very low in the last year or
two of the scrics of five years.

994. Mr. George Thompson.] Are you aware that for 18 ycars prior to 1821
and 1822, there were no remissions and no balances written off, and no defal-
cation, but an insignificant fraction in the amount assessed on the lands of
Broach 7—1 have heard it said so, but I have no information upon that subject.

995. Are you aware that in 1821 and 1822 a new assessment was levied, and
that a very large portion of the lands of Broach, cotton land especially, were
thrown out of cultivation ?—1 have heard that.

996. Have you heard that they have never recovered from the assessment made
in 1821 and in 1822 2—1 have heard that as a fact, as matter of conversation.

997. From the statement in figures before the Committec, at this moment, it
would appear that the cultivators never can reach the maximum demand made
upon their lands ?—It would appear so from Mr. Davies’ report.

998. Is it or not your belicf that the collectors take from the parties to whom
:)he remissions arc subsequently made all that they can get 7—That is my full

elief.

99y. From the evidence that came before you, touching this particular part
of Guzerat, were you or not, as an individual member of the committee,
brought to the conclusion that the land-assessment in Broach was a serious
obstacle to the cultivation of cotton in that collectorate >*—Quite so; I was under
the impression, from a consideration 6f Mr. Davies’ report, that the land-assess-
ment bore very heavily, not only upon the cultivator of the cotton, but upon all
the products of the Broach collcctorate.

1000. Chairman.] Was the commission, of which you were a member,
unanimous in the opinions expressed in this report, and as to the allegations
which they make ?—Perfectly so.

1001. Were the Government officers who were associated with you, the mer-
chants in and out of the Chamber of Commerce, both European and native, all

0.41. N unanimous
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unanimous with regard to the facts and opinions stated ? — There was no difference .
of opinion whatever upon the subject.

1002. Mr. George Thompson.] To recur again to the Table on page 40, you
say that, comparing the statement made by another collector with regard tp
Surat, and the statement made by Mr. Davies with regard to Broach, that you
think Mr. Davies has somewhat overstated the demand made upon the one candy
of cotton ?—1 think he takes as the basis of that demand too small a produce of
the soil, or rather takes too many beegas to a candy.

1003. That would, of course, affect his calculation ?— Yes.

1004. Making any reasonable reduction, such as you in fairness and justness
would make, from tﬁe statement to be found in page 40, what would you say
was the assessment per candy with the ryot’s expenses; the other figures, I
suppose, we may leave as they stand 7—Yes.

1005. I want the Committee distinctly to know about how much of the 75
rupees 13 annas and 9 pies the cultivator obtains for a candy of cotton; it is
here set down as 16 rupces 3 annas and 5 pies, out of the 75 rupecs 13 annas
and 9 pies ?—Taking Mr. Davies’s statement, on page 41, to be correct in all
other particulars, excepting as regards the beegas, I should deduct 20 per cent.
from 48 rupees 10 annas and 4 pies.

1006. Would that be an addition of 20 per cent. to the 16 rupees 3 annas
and 5 pies 7—No; I should say that the Government would get, instead of 48
rupees, 10 annas and 4 pies, 40 rupees.

1007. Of what advantage would that be to the ryot, who is here charged 16
rupe;les 3 annas and 5 pies ?—I cannot see that it would be much advantage
at all,

1008. Tell the Committee what, in your opinion, is embraced in that 16 rupees
3 annas and 5 pies 7—MTr. Davies takes those figures of 16 rupees 3 annas and
5 pies as constituting the ryot’s expenses ; by which, I presume, he means his
maintenance, living and so forth, as one-third of the assessment ; 1 do not know
upon what principle he makes that assumption.

1009. Out of that 18 rupecs 3 annas and 5 pies, in the first place, the ryot
would have to subsist himself ?—I presume so.

1010. As far as the cultivation of the cotton was concerned ?—Yes.

1011. He would have to get out of that a remuneration for his labour ?—
I presume so.

»012. And what we should call in this country a farmer’s profit, if any ?—
I suppose so.

1013. Can you explain why it is called the ryot’s expenses?—This figured
statement of Mr. Davies is in answer to a question which had been submitted to
him by the committee, as to what was the cost of the cultivation, and the net
profit remaining to the ryot after paying the Government assessment; those
figures constitute his answer to that question; I take it that he means to say,
when the price of cotton in Bombay is 75 rupees 13 annas and 9 pies per candy,
of that sum the ryot must pay 48 rupecs 10 annas and 4 pies to the Government ;
and the 16 rupees 3 annas and 5 pies follow ; putting it in that way, I did not
apprchend the question as put just now ; if 75 rupees were obtained for the cotton
eventually in Bombay, and the Government got 40 instead of 48, it is evident
that the 8 rupees must go to some one, and the ryot would come in for the
largest share of it, if not the whole.

1014. You stated, when you left Bombay that cotton was down to 67 rupees ?
—Yes; I bought it myself at that price, landed in Bombay.

1015. What was the price of that cotton up the country at that time ; was the
price up the country cqually diminished ?— I bought my cotton through a person
resident at Broach, who contracted to supply it to me at 67 rupces or thereabouts,
in Bombay.

1016. Would the ryot be affected by a diminution in the price at Bombay ?—
Undoubtedly.

1017. Chairman.] Are not these expenses, for instance, the shipment to
Bombay, the insurance, the Broach broker’s profit, who sold it to you, and the
wakharin’s profit, what may be considered fixed expenses, and would not the
proportion be somewhat similar to what Mr. Davies has put down ?—The fixed
charges would be those which depended upon weight; the others would be
variable, such as depended upon the price. '

1018. Mr. George Fhompson.] The price being 67 rupees it Bombay, the ryot’s
expenses
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expenses would be proportionately lower, or what is put down here under the head
of expenses ?—The ryot’s profits would be proportionately lower.

' 1019. It was upon a view of the facts placed before you in regard to Surat, as
well ‘as the facts placed before you with regard to the other collectorates in
Giizerat and elsewhere, that you came to the determination to recommend
earnestly to the Government of Bombay a revision and a reduction in the land
‘assessment ?—It was upon a consideration of the evidence which was submitted to
us; but we had no other evidence with regard to the Guzerat collectorates; there
was no cotton grown, none worthy of any notice, in the collectorate of Kaira,
which is a large collectorate district, nor any evidence from Ahmedabad.

1020. Mr. Mowatt.] Can you give any explanation upon this point; onc
of the items which makes up this expenditure is shipment to, Bombay, and
insurances ; can you say whether that includes the cost of transit from the place
of growth to the place of shipment at Broach ?—I imagine that the cost of
transit in the Broach collectorate to the sea is not very heavy, it is so neur the
sea.

1021. Are the Committee to understand that in the upper parts of the Broach
district it is an item of any great expense 7 —Yes, the freight referred to in
Mr. Davies’s statement is purely the freight by sea.

1022. Is the cost of the inland transport left out altogether ?—It is; it is
not a very heavy item in Guzerat.

1023. Mr. Plowden.] With regard to thosc itcms of cxpenses on page 40, I
understood you to say that the 48 rupees 10 annas and 4 pies would be about
40 rupees ; what would be the precise addition to the ryot's expenses with that
reduction ?—If taken as your starting point, the cost of a candy landed in
Bombay, not as the price which it costs, but the price which the seller gets for
it there, if the Government did not get 48 rupees, as Mr. Davies supposes, but
40, as I suppose, the 8 rupees would go either to the ryot or the wakharia, or to
the Broach broker; it would be distributed among them.

1024. In what proportion as regards the ryot 2—He would get the larger
share of the 8 rupees; I think Mr. Davies’s estimate is just out to that extent.

1025. Sir James Hogg.] Broach was formerly a great cotton producing district
on the Bombay side of India 2—Yes.

1026. And when cotton sold at a high price, a considerable proportion of the
production of the soil of Broach was cotton ; speaking of former times, when
the price was high ?—Yes, I imaginc so.

1027. Do you suppose that that fact probably led to Broach bheing rather
highly assessed ?—1I 1magine so.

1028. Have you read a despatch from the Court of Directors, desiring that,
without waiting for a formal survey of the lands of Broach, the assessment there
should be diminished ?—I have not rcad that despatch ; 1 have heard that such
a despatch had gone out.

1029. You are a member of the firm of Remington & Co.r—Yes.

1030. And your residence, I presume, was chiefly in the Presidency >—Yes.

1031. Your acquaintance with India is chiefly of a general and commerciul
kind 2—Yes.

1032. I suppose that the (;rinions you have given the Comuittee and the
facts you have stated are chiefly, if not exclusively, founded upon the inforation
to be found in this report 2—Chiefly, but not exclusively.

1033. But chiefly so?—Yes.

1034. Most of the opinions you have given to the Committee had reference to
the report 7—Chicfly. ' ) ]

1035. Have you been in the interior of India 2—Not in Guzerat.

1036. Have you, from your personal residence in India, an acquaintance with
the amount or the nature of the land revenue assessment, or are the opinions
you have given to the Committee founded on the information which you del:ived
chiefly as a member of the committee ? — Almost entirely from the inforination I
gathered as a member of the committee ; I have no practical acquaintance, having
becn generally at the Presidency ; at the same time I have had a very great deal
of conversation with different persons.

1037. Mr. Mowatt.] But residing in India at the Presidency, and being
engaged commercially, you must of necessity, 1 infer, have been_ brought in con-
tact with all classes of people more or less connected with and interested in the
cotton trade, and in the growth of cotton; thereforc you derived your informa-
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tion from those sources, as also the sources of information available to: you as e
member of the committee ?—Yes, :

1038. Sir James Hogg.] The honourable Member asked you if you had read
a despatch sent out from the Court of Directors, desiring that the assessment in
Broach should be diminished ; have you heard whether that despatch has been
c?rried into effect, and whether any change has taken place?—Iam not aware
(o) anyo

1039. Are you aware, whether with regard to the cultivation of indigo, silk
and sugar in the Bengal Presidency chiefly, that much European capital has been
employed ?— I believe that the cultivation of indigo, and to a certain extent
sugar and silk, is carried on by European capital ?—Yes.

IY 040. With the assistance of the Europeans and their capital by the natives?
~—Yes.

1041. Do you know that that has taken place to any extent with regard to
cotton in the Bombay Presidency >—Not at all; no European money whatever
has been expended in the cultivation of cotton.

1042. Do you know whether in the Bombay Presidency there has been
European money invested in the cultivation of any article of export to any extent?
—There was a small sugar establishment in the neighbourhood of Bombay, and
there has been an attempt to grow silk.

1043. Is the investment of European capital—I refer to English capital par-
ticularly —in the Bombay Presidency at all to be compared with or does it
approach to that which has been expended and invested in the Bengal Presi-
dency ?—Not at all.

1044. Do you know whether Europeans are found scttled in considerable
numbets in various parts of the Bengal Presidency ?—I have always heard so.

1045. Do you know whether in the Bombay Presidency any large number of
Europeans are to be found established in the interior, either engaged in cultiva-
tiou or the transmission of cotton or anything clsc? —There are two or three; [
believe that is all.

1046. Can you give to the Committee any reason why there should have
been a considerable and increasing investment of English capital in the Bengal
Presidency, and why that has not taken place in the Bombay Presidency ?—
I believe one reason may be derived from the fact that a great deal of the Bengal
money is borrowed money, but none of the capital belonging to Bombay has
been expended in promoting cultivation in the different districts; it was not
considered a proper mode of employing money on the part of the agent.

1047. Do you apprehend that British capital shuns those districts where the
tenure of the land and the asscssment are less fixed and less permanent, rather
than those districts, such as the Bengal Presidency, where the tenure is known
and the settlement permanent *—I have never heard in Bombay of any proposal
so to employ money in the Mofussil.

1048. Have you ever heard this subject discussed at all, whether a large
plantation, such as might be compared to a large farm in this country, might
not be advantageous as an ipyestment >—I have often heard it discussed, but we
have generally been unwilling to put our money so far away and lock it up.

1049. Do you think that there is anything in the understood rights which
the cultivator would have over his lau({ and its produce, and the understood
power which the Government would have over the produce and the assessment
which would make such investment undesirable or insecure ?—I{ think from all
the information that I have been able to get upon that subjcct that it would not
be a very secure investment nor a desirable one.

1050. Chairman.] Has not Mr. Mercer, one of the American gentlemen who
was over in India, blamed the Bombay merchants for want of zcal in not cstablish-
ing proper agencies ?—He has, at a meeting in Manchester in July last, and
particularly he charged them with want of zeal in not promoting the cultivation
of cotton, or emiploying European agents to buy it on the spot.

1051. Have the Bombay merchants less than the ordinary mercantile zeal,
that they should omit any opportunity of turning their capital to a profitable
account r—1 never found them to be possessed of less zeal than other parties.

1052. Would it not be advantageous for the Bombay merchant to have an agent
up at Broach, for instance, or any of the towns or ports in Broach or Guzerat 72—
The house that 1 belong to for some time past have employed a native agent at
Broach to buy cotton for them, whose purchases have given them satisfaction ;
we employed, with the permission of the Government, Mr. Mercer himaelg to

uy
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buy cotton for us about two and a half years ago at Dharwar; we placed a
large sum of money at his disposal, I think 25,000 rupees, to purchase cotton
for us; and we got the cotton eventually, but after a great length of time, and it
cost us fully as much as if we had bought it on the spot ; and the cotton was no
better than we could have selected in the market in Bombay.

1053, Mr. Mercer’s agency did not turn out particularly advantageous ? —Not
more than if we had bought it ourselves in the Bombay market. He himself,
in his letters, complained of the disappointments and vexations and unnoyances
put in his way by the natives.

1054. Why should they put obstructions in the way of their customers?—
Because he was interfering with their trade. .

1055. You speak of the native merchants ?—Yes. .

1056. Sir James Hogg.] You have said, with reference to the cotton culti-
vation of India, that you would not consider it a judicious employment of capital
to invest it in the cotton districts; in giving that opinion, did you not speak
as an a%:mt intrusted with the care of the money of your constituents?—Not
so much so, but as an agent buying and sclling goods for parties in this
country.

1057. And it was with reference to your character as a leading house, a great
houge of agency in Bombay, and the nature of your occupation, that you spoke ?
—Quite so.

1058. Apart from your character as an agent, or the duties which it imposes,
if you were an independent merchant in Bombay, with capital and funds of your
own, and thought that the cultivation of cotton would pay you well, is there
anything, to your knowledge, in the regulations of the Eovemment, or in the
arrangements with respect to the land, that would prevent you going there and
cultivating cotton, if you chose —I am not aware of any regulations that would
operate against it ; but whether it would be a profitable occupation or a pleasant
one would depend entircly upon the circumstances of the case when they came
to be examined into ; I have not inquired so fully into the matter as to be able to
answer the question precisely.

1059. I believe that when European agents go into the interior, and interfere
with any production which has chiefly been in the hands of the natives, that at
least at the commencement the natives contrive to throw vast difficulties in their
way ?—Yes.

1060. And you would apprehend that at first very much 2 —No doubt of it.

1061. Sir Edward Colebrooke.] Has there been any case of English merchants
having advanced money to the cultivators on account of their produce ?-—I am
not aware of any instance.

1062. You are aware that in Bengal the British merchant both holds land and
largely advances money on different articles of produce there ?—Yes, 1 hear
that he does.

1063. But such a proceeding has never heen resorted to in Bombay ?— No.

1064. What are the principal articles of produce exported besides cotton {—
The only exportable produce of the soil that we send from Bomnbay tothis country
in quantity is cotton ; it is the staple export from Western India.

1065. Has it always been largely exported from India —For many years past.

1066. Mr. Mounait.] Referring to Sir James Hogg’s question, as to whether
you knew of any difficulties in the way of Europeans embarking in the cotton
cultivation in the interior, that is to say, any difficulties having their origin in
the regulations of Government ; your answer was, that you were not aware ofany ;

will you state what your opinion is as to how far the amount and the nature of

the assessment on the land would enter any calculation that you might be dis-
posed to make, had you a disposition to embark in the cultivation of cotton; and
would they or not be a material item in your calculation #—The rent that we
should pay for the use of the ground would form the basis of the caleulation, in
the same way that the rent which a farmer pays here would. .

1067. Chairman.] 1f you found that the rent was not a fixed sum, tha§ it was
assessed annually by the Government officer, and that the portion which the
Government officer chose to determine upon was the portion fixed for the
annual rent, would that, in your opinion, be an unfavuorable circumstance
as regards the prospect of a profitable cultivation of the land ?—Most un-
favourable.

1068. Mr. Plowden.] Has therc been any impediment or obstacle to the
Bombay European mierchants establishing agencies in the Mofussil 2—8o v:t:‘ry
' 0.41. N3 ewW
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‘ahy— I am not aware of any obstacles.

. 1069. Is it not contrary to the customary rountine of an European agent or
merchant’s business at Bombay to embark in transactions of that kind 2—In
plantations, I should say it is.

1070. It might perhaps affect the credit of a house of business in Bombay, if
they embarkedg in a cultivation of that kind ?—1I should say so, and particularly
after the recent occurrences in Bengal.

1071. Mr. Mowatt.] Apart from the amount of the assessment, or in other
terms,” apart from the amount of rent that the Government of India might
require for the land, would it or not have an influence in deciding any one, other-
wise disposed to cnter into the cotton cultivation, that the rent was not a fixed
and permanent rent ; that however low it might be at any one period, there was
no security that it would so remain; no lcase, but from year to year, and
determinable by the officer on the part of the Government of the Rast India
Company :—Undoubtedly, the fixedness of the rent paid would be a most
material element in the calcnlation.

1072. Mr. Lewis.] Provided the rent was a moderate one 7—Yes.

1073. Mr. Mowatt.] To embark in the cultivation of cotton would of necessity
involve a very considerable outlay in an establishment and buildings; capital would
be required to be sunk in various ways, and the assessment of rent upon the
land, not being a permanent one, would form a very serious impediment in the
way of any house embarking in such a cultivation 2—Most undoubtedly.

1074. Sir James Hogg.] By a permanent and fixed rent you of course under-
stand a rent to be paid at all times, under all circumstances, and subject to no
deductions in consequence of any failure >—I mean a rent such as that which has
been settled by the revenue settlement in the Sholapoor district, and that which
is now going on in the Southern Mahratta country, which I believe is of that
character.

1075. You mean a fixed rent to be paid absolutely, whether the produce be
abundant or the reverse, and quite irrespective of failure?>—Quite so, certain for
a term of years.

1076. Assuming that the conduct of the Government and their officers is fair
and just, are you quite clear that, as regards the natives, such a systcm would be
better than a system of annyal taxation, giving them a i1cmission for lands not
brought into cultivation, and a further right to remission in case of calamitics
from extreme drought or extreme inundation or other casualties so peculiar to
India ?—I shonld say as a matter of opinion that a fixed rent payable under all
circumstances would be the best to work upon, because those incidents you have
alluded to would form a part of the calculations, and the principle upon which
the rent was fixed.

1077. That is as regards Europeans ? —Both.

1078. You think it would be better; but with reference to the character of
the native ryots, do you think that it would be practicable, from your knowledge
of the natives, to induce in them such habits of care, that in a good year they
would lay by sufficient to enable them to meet the rent in case of deficiencies
from unforeseen calamities r—1I think you might have some trouble in the first
few years, but eventually, when they found that the rent must be paid, they would
pay it with regularity, provided it was a moderate rent.

" 1079. Chairman.] Are there natives in Bombay and the other Presidencics
who save money, like Europcans, and have sums in the Bank and investments ?
—Very many,

1080. Do you conceive that in the native character, as well as in the European,
a desire for advancement and other motives lead to the acquisition and savin
of pro%ert ?—1 think that the love of money is quite as strong in the native min%
as 1n the Luropean. .

1081. Mr. George Thompson.] Are you aware of the opinion that the natives
'themselves entertain of the comparative excellence of the two systems; on the
one hand. long leases or a permanent settlement, and, on the other hand, annual
surveys, with a chance of remissions?—I have no practical acquaintance with
that subject.

1082. Sir Edward Colebrooke.] Does the wakharia make advances to the
ryots *—He does.

1083. Is he generally a person of capital 2—Yes, he is the monied man of the
village generale.

1084. He
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1084. He ig the village capitalist ?—Generally.

1085. You are not aware of any natives of large capital engaging in that
trade —Not directly ; they may do it indirec;lf'. ‘

1086. Then the person with whom you deal directly, the merchant on the
spot, is not generally the pérson who advances money to the ryot?—No.

1087. There are, in fact, two middlemen between the Bombay merchant and
the ryot ’—Yes, the importer into Bombay, and the middleman between that
importer and the grower of the cotton. ‘

1088. Then, are there no persons of considerable capital who engage, on the
spot, in the system of advancing to the cultivators?—Some of these wakharias
are men possessed of large capital.

1089. Who extend their operations through considerable districts :—Yes.

1090. And by their knowledge and connexion with the localities arc enabled
safely to advance their moncy to the cultivators?-—Yes, I think so, gcnerally;
in many cases I think they advance the money of the importer into Bombay,
that is to say, the importer of the cotton into Bombay comes under an advance
to them to the middlemen.

1091. Chairman.] Is that importer a nativer—Yes, almost invariably.

1092. Then the native who imports the cotton to Bombay occasionally
advances by the wakharia, who advances to the cultivator ?—Yes, sometimes
that is so, and sometimes the wakharia advances his own money. ‘

1093. Sir Edward Colebrooke.] Are you aware of any obstacles to prevent the
British merchant from following the same course, apart from the jealousy which
those already engaged might oppose to him ?—No, 1 am aware ofl no course why
he should not ; Guzerat, particularly the Broach collectorate, has a climate
which would oppose a very great obstacle to Europcans generally residing
there.

1094. Mr. Mowatt.] Have you any idea, or is there anything like an average
charge for the use of the money under the circumstances to which you have
alluded, or do they take a large one ?—I have heard various rates quoted, 10,
15 and 20 per cent.; I suppose it depends in a great measure upon the necessities
of the borrower.

1095. Sir James Hogg.] 1 believe the actual cultivators of the soil are gene-
rally men without capital ?—I imagine so.

1096. And quite dependent upon the village money-lender who advances the
moncy —Yes,

1097. Are you aware that any Europeans disposed to engage in the cultiva-
tion of cotton have ever made any application to the Government expressing
their desire to take any district of land upon a permanent lease at a fixed rent?
—I have not heard of any such instance.

1098. Do you think that any such proposition has ever been made to the
Government of Bombay 2—No.

1099. Arc you aware that the firm of Arbuthnot & Company applied to the
Madras Government stating their desire to cultivate sugar, and their desire
to have a large at a fixed rent for a permanent period, and that the Govern-
ment at once acquiesced >—I was not aware of that.

1100. Mr. George Thompson.] Describe the manner in which the cotton arrives
in Bombay !—The cotton from Guzerat comes down to Bombay in large half-
pressed bales, containing generally about half a candy or 3% cwt. of cotton.

1101. When it reaches Bombay is it stored there ?—It is piled upon an open
spot outside of the Fort of Bombay, on the edge of the esplanade, chiefly ; it is
aYso piled on some ground which has been recovered from the sea by a com-
pany in Bombay. .

1702, What is the process through which it passes previously to its shipment
for China or for the English market?—After having becn purchased, it is con-
veyed into screwing-houses, where the wrappers are taken off the old bales ; the
cotton is then opened out, and it is then put into the presses, in which it is
pressed for shipment, and during which time every opportunity is taken to free
the cotton from the dirt which it has contracted in being brought down, and
the outsides of the bales where they are dirty are put on one side, and that
cotton is left, and cventually shipped by itsclf.

1103. Are you aware of any practice of adulterating the cotton after it reaches
Bombay and before it is screwed for exportation ? —I never heard of anything of

the kind.
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1104. Chairman.] Do you believe that it takes place?—No; I believe that
the act of re-screwing in Bombay affords an opportunity, which is always used, of
s;zlpar;ating, as far as possible, the bad cotton from the good, and the dirty from
the clean.

, 11;}5. Does the pressing add largely to the expense of the cotton ?—Not very
argely.

%1 o%. That would be a very small element in the price ?—The pressing at
Bombay costs three rupees a candy.

1107. Have our Navigation Laws in this country any effect upon your cotton
trade in India, in the amount of your freights, or in diminishing your facilities
for sending it to this country at particular times, and under particular circum-
stances ?— I imagine that the present operation of the Navigation Laws is to pre-
vent any foreign ships bringing cotton from Bombay to England.

1108. Do you mean ships belonging to some foreign country ?— Ships sailing
under a foreign flag.

1109. Does not it prevent native ships manned by natives coming into this
country, and does not it operate to induce you not to send ships ?—-We cannot
send our ships here with profit, because we are obliged to send back the
complement required by the Navigation Laws of English seamen to every
100 tons.

1110. Has the effect of those laws ever been to enhance the amount of the
freight you had to pay by those vessels that were alone permitted under those
laws to come home with cotton >—I have known times when it would very well
have suited for a ship belonging to the port of Bombay, manned by Lascars, to
come to this country if she could have sailed upon the same terms as an English
ship does.

1111. Would you nut include among the remedies that of the removal of the
existing Navigation Laws as they affect the crews of native vessels?—Undoubt-
edly so.

lyl 12. Do yon know of any instance where a native merchant had suffercd so
much from sending his ship manned with Lascars to this country, being forced
to incur the expense of taking British sailors back along with his Lascar crew,
that he resolved afterwards to send no more ?—1I have known that occur in two
or three instances ; 1 was interested in a ship which was mentioned the other
day by a witness.

1113. Have you ever known a casc where there was cotton in the port of
Bombay ready to come to this country, and native ships manned with native
sailors there, and yet the merchants were unable to avail themselves of them to
bring the cotton ?—I can hardly answer that question except in a general way.

1114. Take last year when freights were extraordinarily high ; did any incon-
venience arise ; were there ships, and was there cotton, but owing to this feature
in the Navigation Laws, was the forwarding of that cotton retarded r—There were
many ships which would have brought cotton here if the merchants could have
seen their way to sail them upon sufficiently economical terms to enable them to go
back from this country. 1, myself, owned, at the beginning of last ycar, a very
large ship in Bombay ; I availed myself of the high rates of freight, and 1 sent
her home and sold her, because I saw no prospect of being able to employ her
to advantage in the present state of the law applicable to Lascar scamen in
India; at this moment the shipping intcrests of the port of Bombay arc labouring
under circumstances of peculiar disadvantage ; we have no Act there analogous
to the Merchants Seamen’s Act here, and our ships are entirely at the mercy of
the Lascars, and they are under the thumb of the serangs, who answer to the
crimps in this country. European seamen are not to be got in the port, and we
are obliged to be content with these Lascars; and the custom of the port, which
we find it impossible to break through, compels you to pay the Lascars six
months’ wages before starting, and two months more in China, and frequently
ships return to Bombay within the period for which the men have received their
wages ; there is no law to compel them to work their time out, and there is an
inducement, after getting the advance of wages before they leave Bombay, to
destroy the ships, and that has been so general that I can mention five or six
instances in which vessels have been burnt at their anchors a day before they
would otherwise have left the port; the instigators of these acts have been
the serangs, who obtained the advances, and then worked upon the Lascars to
instigate them to set fire to the ships. The circumstances of hardship tha;{ x;e

allude
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allude to are these: that we have repeatedly brought this matter to the notice of
the Government, and there has been an indifference shown to our complaints,
which we have very great cause to complain of.

1115. Viscount Mahon.] Which Government do you allude to; the Govern-
ment here 2—The Government of India.

1116. Chairman.] You mean through the Bombay Government ?—The com-
plaints were made to the Bombay Government, in the first instance.

1117. Mr. George Thompson.] What is the specific remedy that you propose
— After several of these fires took place, a committee was appointed by the Go-
vernment of Bombay to devise measures to place the whole thing upon a proper
system. That committee consisted of the master attendant and the senior magis-
trates of police, the advocate-general, the collector of customs, and threc or four
merchants and ship-owners of the port, of whom I was one. A Police Act was
framed, and recommended to the Government, for the purpose of biinging the
ships lying in the harbour of Bombay under the control of the police ; in point of
fact, a water division of the Bombay police was created. The committee then took
into consideration the entire want of any control over the Lascar seamen, and an
Act was prepared by the senior magistrate of police with very great care, and
with the approval of the advocate-gencral; finally it passed the committee, and
was scut up to the Government ; this was three or four ycars ago, I forget which.
It went to Bengal, where I believe it is lying now ; it has been handed about
from one office to another, and we still are going on without any protection to
our property ; a ship was burned two years ago, and even last year many attempts
were made to burn the ships.

1118. Mr. Lewis.] Have any further representations been made to the Bom-
bay Government on the subject ?-- T am not aware of any being made since then:
the subject is onc of constant comment in the public prints, of Bombay, Madras
and Calcutta,

1119. Viscount Mahon.] What is the date of the last application ?*—We sent
in a draft of the Act for the consideration of the Government, either three or
four ycars ago ; that was sent on to the Government of India.

1120. Chairman.] To Calcutta or to England 2—To Calcutta.

1121. Mr. Plowden.] Is it not within the power of the European merchants
at Bombay and Parsees, who form a considerable portion of the merchants, to
combinc together, and frame new regulations for the conduct of the Lascars and
other seafaring pcople —Those would be regulations only between ourselves ; if a
crew gets mutinous, you then go with a comnplaint to the magistrate, who tells you
that he has no power whatever ; there is no general or local Act, no power vested
in him by which he can control those men ; I have known that occur 50 times.

1122. Chairman.] Have the merchants at Bombay felt that their representa-
tions with regard to this particular matter have reccived very tardy attention,
and no remedy supplied as yet from the Government?~—Yes, judging by the
result.

1123. Mr. Plowden.] You stated that there had been frequent instances of
incendiarism on hoard the ships; are you persuaded that in every case they
occurred from the acts of incendiaries, or from the spontaneous combustion of
the cotton ?—1I am as fully persuaded as I can be without having seen it my self,
that these fires have been caused by the acts of incendiaries.

1124. Do not you know that many ships going from Bombay to China, in
the Bombay harbour and on the coast of Bombay, have taken fire by spontaneous
ignition 2—Yes, but there is a singular circumstance to be noticed, thav this
spontaneous combustion invariably takes place a day or two before the ship goes
away, and after the seamen have received an advance of wages, and only in ships
that go to China, and not in ships that go to England ; and so strongly do the
shipping interest in Bombay feel this, that as fast as ships are burnt or lost, there
are no efforts made now to replace them by new ones, as would have been the
case 10 or 15 years ago. I myself, as an extensive shipowner in Bombay, have
been obliged to part with my shipping, from having no prospect of sailing them
to advantage.

1125. Chairman.] Does that arise partly from this feature of the Navigation
Laws, which prevents the free employment of the Lascars, and partly from the
total want of regulations as to the conduct of the sailors, and their responsibility
to authority ?—Almost from the latter entirely.

1126. Mr. Mowatt] You stated, I presume, these grievances, as affecting the
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shipping interests, with the intention of showing that they also affected the cost
of the transport of cotton P—As regards the export of cotton to China, they
enter very largely into the cost of the cotton.

1127. How do they operate with reference to the export to Great Britain ?—
They also affect usin this way, that if the Lascar scamen of Bombay were brought
under the control of the law, as the scamen of this country are, the shipowner
would be able to sail his vessels at rates of freight which would cnable him to
send his ship very frequently home to this country.

1128. Do they or do they not limit the amount of the shipping at the com-
mand of the merchants in India having cotton and other goods for shipnient to
Great Britain ?—Undoubtedly they do.

112G, Mr. Plowden.] Are you aware that similar complaints have been made
from Bengal as to the Lascars?—I understand so.

1130. Arc the fires there as frequent?—A Bombay ship was burnt there two
years ago.

1131. Ilow many ships have been destroyed within the last ten years:—I
could give the names of half a dozen now ; all of them valuable ships.

1132. Mr. Mowatt.] Within what period have that half dozen been destroyed?
—Within the last six years,

1133. Viscount Mahon.] Do I understand you to say that you ascribe all
these fires to the acts of incendieries, or partly also to spontancous combustion ?
—Entirely to the acts of the Lascars.

1134. Chairman.] The burnings of which you spoke you attribute to the
wilful acts of incendiaries 2—Yes.

1135. Viscount Mahon.] Do you know of any case which has appeared to
you sufficiently well proved of spontancous combustion ?—I have not known any
case oceur in the port of Bombay ; I have heard of ships having heen burnt on
the way home to this country ; whether it was from the spontancous combustion
of the cotton, or any other part of the cargo, I cannot say.

1136, Have those accidents occurred more frequently to cotton-laden ships
than to others?—No. ‘

1137. Mr. dowalt.] Is it not the general opinion that spontaneous combus-
tion, in the cases of ships laden with cotton or wool, does not take place shortly
after the cargo is placed on hoard, but after a considerable interval of time P—
Quite =o.

1138. Chairman.] With respeet to the 32d paragraph in your report, at page
15, in which you state, that “looking back at the rates of freight, at which
cotton has been shipped to China for some years past, the admission of foreign
flags to the advantages of the carrying trade in cotton between the ports of
India and those of China would not he attended, in our opinion, with sufficiently
compensating benefits to British trade in general, to warrant our recommending
so great a concession ;” are the Committee to understand from this that the
partics who drew up this report were prepared to support the Navigation Laws,
and such features of them as I have before referred to with regard to the Lascars ;
are you in favour of free trade in shipping in Bombay, or a protection continued
to the shipping *—The question was not raised before the Committee at that
time. ’

1139. Do you wish to give any explanation to the Committec with regard to
that paragraph ?— Any explanation that I should have given has been alrcady
given, perhaps, in answer to the questions put to me.

1140. Does this exception which you appear to make here, arise from the
cxtremely unfavourable circumstances under which you conceive the shipowners
and merchants in Bombay are placed with regard to the want of regulations and
control over the Lascars ?—Yes; if we had a proper Lascar Act there, we should
be perfectly able to compete successfully with any ships that came to the port,
and if we werc also allowed to send those ships home from China to England,
and return from England to Bombay, without carrying a certain proportion of
European seamen, that would be an advantage. ) ‘

1141. Will you turn to paragraph 77, and give the Committee some informa-
tion with regard to the circumstances under which the cotton is brought from
the interior to Bombay, the mode of travelling, the facilities and the expense —
The cotton brought down to Bombay under the name of Qomrawatee cotton, is
the produce of the central districts of India, and is brought down on bullocks;

one
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one bullock carries 240 lbs. weight ; the length of time taken to bring the cotton
down varies according to the seasons, but cxtends to two or three months.

1142. What is the distance from OQomrawatee to Bombay ?—1 should say
about 400 miles; I am speaking at a guess.

1143. Is that cotton brought from the town to Bombay on bullocks the whole
of the distance P—Yes, until you arrive within 25 milez of Bombay, where it is
partly brought in by water, and partly on the bullocks themselves.

1144. Have you seen those bullocks frequently ?—Yecs.

1145. Are they small in size, or large ?— Small in sizc.

1146. Is there no carriage-road of any kind from Bombay, in the direction of
Oomrawatee, or Nagpoor, or Poonah, or any of the places from which the cotton
comes !—There is a very good made road as far as Poonal, and I believe from
that as far as Ahmednugger, and there is also another road up the Ghaut into
Canl({leish, but not a made road; it is a better description of common country
track.

1147. Is it a road upon which carts generally go ?—No.

1148. Does the cotton then, speaking generally, come from the interior upon
bullocks ?—Yes,

1149. Do you know whether the number and supply of bullocks in the
interior is so large and inexhaustible, in fact, that a very large additional quantit
of cotton could be brought by the present means of conveyance 2—I do not thinlz
that it is so; I do not think that they are competent to carry a larger quantity.

1150. Do you know whether the cotton ever remains in the interior for want
of the means of bringing it to Bombay 2—Yes ; I have known it so.

1151. Docs that arise from the prevalence of the monsoon, or the actual de-
ficiency of means of transit, a deficiency of bullocks ?—I1 have known it occur
from a deficiency of the means of transit, and also from the inability of the

hullocks to get across certain districts of country after the fall of the monsoon in

the previous year.

1152, When does the cotton leave the interior generally ?—The cotton gene-
rally leaves the interior from the month of October down to March or April.

1153. When is it that the monsoon commences which makes it impossible
to traverse the country 7—It commences in the beginning of June; the rainy
scason.

1154. If the journey take two or three months to perform, does it frequently
happen that the cotton is overtaken on the road by the rainy season ?—Fre-
quently.

1155. And that the streams and torrents then hecome impassable 7—Yes.

1156. Does the land in certain portions of the country become so cxtremely
swampy that the bullocks cannot travel ?—I believe it is so in certain parts.

1157. Are you aware whether all the bullocks that start upon the 400 miles
distance arrive in Bombay, or that some of those large droves do not arrive from
over fatigue and so on?—A great many die on the road, but the owners are very
.averse to bringing them down into the low country below the Gihauts,"and it
would be a very great advantage if any means could be devised to bring the
cotton in from that distance only, in which the use of this hullock-power would
not be required.

1158. What would be the distance?—50 or 60 miles.

1159. Is it near Alleh ?—Tt is not in that direction.

1160. Mr. Wilson Patten.] Ts it where the railway is contemplated ?— Partly
in that neighbourhood.

1161. Chairman.] Do you know how many men come down, and how many
bullocks ?— No.

1162. Do you conceive that the mode of transit now is such as to deteriorate
the quality of the cotton ; for example, by the bales heing loaded and unloaded
when the bullocks halt to rest, or if the bullocks stumble and any accident
happens, do you suppose that the outsides of the bales particularly reccive con-
siderable injury ?—Most undoubtedly so; you see a drove composed of several
hundreds of these bullocks coming down the road, and each bullock has his nose,
so to speak, in his predecessor’s cotton-bag, and feeds himself upon the cotton on
the way down ; an immense dust in dry weather is created by the passage of so
many animals, which gets into the cotton, and the dews at night fall upon it and
convert the dust into a sort of mud ; the bundles are thrown off the bullocks at
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gight and rolled any where, and the cotton arrives in Bombay in a state of great
irt.

1163. Do you conceive that the expense of the transit under such a state of
things would make a very material difference in the cost at which it can be
laid down at Bombay, or in the sum which the cultivator in the interior receives
for it ‘—Undoubtedly it adds enormously to the cost.

1164. Are there any facts connected with that subject in the report ?—The
expense of bringing the cotton down to Bombay is stated in the report, upon
evidence whicl I know to be good, because I have had practical acquaintance
with that myself; I have known it to be as much as six rupees per load for
240 lbs.

1165. That would be five-eighths of a penny per 1b., would it not —Yes, it is
about three farthings a pound ; in addition to that actual expense incurred, you
have to set down the loss of weight in the cotton from the consumption of
animals themselves, the deterioration which the cotton undergoes, and the length
of time that the cotton takes on its journey down, which, taking it at three
months, is a most important element in the cost, considering the value of money
of India.

1166. Mr. Wilson Patten.] Have you any idea of the proportion that is lost
on the road 2—No, I have not.

1107. Chairman.] Is it a matter within your knowledge, that the East India
Company has or has not done a great deal to traverse the country under their
dominion with good practicable roads?—I believe that, certainly ; it is a0\t
within my knowledge that anything has heen done on our side worth speak-
ing of.

1168. Have you any idea of the number of miles of road going out of Bombay
which the East India Company have made; T mean roads that are fairly travel-
able by wheel carriages ?-—-I should say 300 miles.

1169. In what dircction do those roads run >—From Panwell, which is a
port on the Concan, opposite to Bombay, on the mainland, to Poonah, 72 milcs,
and from there to Ahmednugger, about 70 more; and then there is the road
I was speaking of, from Bombay through Tannal, and the Concan, at the foot of
the Tull Ghaut.

1170. Is Poonah a military station >—It is.

1171. Is Ahmednugger a military station 2—It is in a minor degrec.

1172. Is Tannaly, or the place still to the north, by the ghaut you mentioned,
amilitary station ?— I can hardly call Tannah a military station ; there are a few
troops there ; it is the head (uarters of the zillah.

1173. Does it appear to you that these roads have heen made with the view
to the military service, or with regard to the commercial benefits to arise 2—1I
suppose they have been made for general purposes.

1174. Has your attention been turned to the question of railway communica-
tion in India ?— Yes, a good deal.

1175, Do you think such a mode of communication at all practicable in that
country ?—Quite so.

1170. Is that a question in which the mercantile community of Bombay have
felt any considerable interest 2—They take great interest in it.

1177. Do you know whether any projects have been set on foot to make
railways from Bombay to the interior ?—Yes; there is the project of the Great
Indian Peninsula Company.

1178. In which direction did they propose to go ?—To lecave Bombay and cross
over at Taunah to the main land, and thence to take an castern course, ascend
the Ghauts about 50 miles to the eastward, and get up on to the table land of
the Deccan, and then to diverge in two different directions to the neighbourhood
of Scroor on the one side, and the river Godavery on the other.

1179. Mr. Mowatt.] What was the whole extent of it, as contemplated ¢—1I
think about 150 miles.

1180. Chairman.] Isthat before the fork oceurs ? —It is 110 miles to the fork.

1181. Was not the whole scheme much larger than that?—Yes; but that is
the extent to which the Company had gone in their investigations.

1182. Do you know any thing that would be more generally advantageous to
that part of India with regard to facilitating its internal and its external com-
merce than the making of a railway; 1 do not mean that railway, but such a
railway as should give a communication between Bombay and the North Easdt
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and to the South East ?—I know nothing that would contribute to develope the in-
ternal resources of the country so much in that part of India, where they entircly
depend upon the old and primitive mode of carrying goods on bullocks® backs.

1183. Are there any navigable rivers in that part of India ?—Not one.

1184. There is the Indus to the North West ; is there a navigable river between
the Indus and Cape Comorin, for exami)le, of any size %—No.

1185. Viscount Aahon.] What is the Nerbudda; is not that a navigable
river2—No ; that is broken by rapids and shallows.

1186. Chairman.] Tn point of fact, that side of India may be considered entirely
shut out from or without the advantages of water communication, and therefore
in a much less fortunate position than the other side of the peninsula, which has
the advantage of the Ganges?—Quite so; it has no water communication cx-
cept that which the coast offers.

1187. From your own knowledge of the country and its productions, and the
general opinion in Bombafr, would you say that the making of railways would
be advantageous to the cultivators themsclves from the cheaper and more specdy
mode whic%l it would offer of bringing their produce to their principal markets ?
—I think that it would be very advantagcous to them.

1188. Do you think that it would have any sensible effect in improving
the revenues of the East India Company upon their present or any other mode
of obtaining the revenue by a land assessment ?—1 think that it would bring an
immense deal more of the land into cultivation than we have at present, by
giving a market to the produce.

1189. Do you think that it would have any effectin increasing the intercourse
betwcen the Europeans now in Bombay, or who may be there hLercafter, and the
natives, and hy that means tend to improve the condition of the native population ?
—Very much so.

1190. Is it your opinion that the whole population of Bombay would re-
ceive any material benefit from an accession of imports, that is, an accession
of the produce from’the interior, and the increased trade from the increased
transmission of foreign imports to the interior ?-—I think that it would increase
both the export and the import trade of Bombay to an amount that it would be
difficult to estimate.

1191. Do you know a single reason, apart from considerations as to the
money market, why such a railway communication should not be speedily set
on foot in that district ?—I know of nonec.

1192. Would the making of a railway in the district we have been speaking
of, entirely accomplish the recommendations which the Commission of which
you were a member made to the Bombay Government ?—1I think it would.

1193. Is there any power in India to make roads, except on the part of the
East India Company ?— None whatever.

1194. Is there any instance in Bombay, where the inhabitants of a district
went to the Bombay Presidency and obtained any kind of authority correspond-
ing to what we obtain here by an Act of Parliament, by which a road might be
made in a particular district >—I have not heard of any.

1195. Do you think, in the position in which the East India Company stand
in India, as tgc governors by right of conquest, that it devolves upon them, and
to all other parties where it is possible, to facilitate the present communica-
tions under their present arrangements ?—Undoubtedly so.

1196. Are you at all acquainted with the question of irrigation in India ?—
Not at all.

1197. Judging from what you have seen of thc plan which has been before
the public of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway, do you think it well calcu-
lated, so far as any one line could do it, to supply the wants of that district?—I
think it is admimgly calculated to supply its present wants, and to form the best
foundation for an extension of the system eventually, as it may be required.

1198. Do you think that the branches of that line, or the forks of that line, as
proposed, penetrate those districts of the country from which a largely increased
supply may be hoped for of Indian cotton for this market >—Yes.

1199. Do you conceive that the manufacturing interests of Lancashire, if they
know their own interests, are largely concerned in the completion and working
of that line of railway ?—I think they arc very much so; I think if a railway
existed at this present moment from Khamgaum, which is the great cotton mart
in Western Berar, to Bombay, that a quantity of cotton might be brought down
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annually, which would go far to diminish the dependence of this country upon
America for cotton.

1200. You think that there is the cotton in the interior, or the power
of growing it? —The power of growing it exists, and a great deal does
grow, which might be brought down if we had a railway ; I have made a memo-
randuin upon page 63, showing that, taking the first cost of the cotton in that
part of India, the Oomrawatty cotton at 15 Hyderabad rupecs per load, of
240 lbs. (the Hyderabad rupee is about 16 per cent. worse than the Company’s
rupee), the first cost of a candy of cotton would be 46 Company’s rupees, which
adding the small local charges of packing it, and taking the profit at two rupees,
would constitute a whole charge of 50 rupees; to that you have to add the ex-
pense of bringing it down to Bombay, which at 23 d. per ton per mile, which, 1
believe, is the rate which the Great Indian Peninsula Company say they could
carry the cotton for, would make the whole cost of the cotton rather more
than 60 rupces in Bombay, and you would have this cotton supplied at Bombay
at 14d. to 2d. a lb.

1201. Mr. Wilson Patten.] Do you include in that the carriage —Yes ; the
price of the cotton and the ecarriage included.

1202. Chairman.] What is the cost of the carriage from that district, taking
into consideration the loss of the cotton, the delays and every thing ?—1It is fully
30 rupees per candy, or 2d. to1d.albh.

1203. Do you suppose that the present cost would he in the proportion of
1d. to 1% d.; after the carriage by railway had commenced, the cotton would
then be laid down in Bomhay at 1% d. per 1b., all the cost of the cotton and
carriage included, whereas it now actually costs 1. alb. in carriage alone?
—Yes.

1204. Do you conceive that if a halfpenny or three farthings a pound could be
deducted from the cost of the cotton or added to the price in Liverpool, that
would make a material difference in the stimulus given to the cultivation of the
article in India 7—Yes, and that forms the basis of the argument of the Bombay
Committee.

1205. Mr. Lewis.] Do you think that the quality of the cotton that would be
brought from the interior, under the circumstances you suppose, would be suited
to the English market 7—1 think it would be very well suited to the English
market, and | think that the quality, taking it on the whole, would he better
than now, because it would he brought down in such a different state.

1206. That applies to the cleanness of the cotton; would the length of the
staple be such as to adapt it to the market at Liverpool *— I was down at Liver-
pool vesterday, and 1 had an opportunity of speaking to a gentleman from
Manchester, who told me that the cotton of India was good enough to spin
three-fourths of the whole yarn that is spun in this country ; that is to say, that
three-fourths of the spinning of this country may be reckoned as up to No. 207,
and East [ndia cotton is good enough for that ; and if we could get three-fourths
from India, we could he content to receive the other one-fourth from America in
its present state. [ do not deery the eflorts that have heen made to improve the
quality of the cotton in India, but I think that a great decal depends upon the
price of it. There is a certain point at which the EKast Indian cotton can come
into consumption, as compared with the American here, and I believe that that
point is just the difference of 25 per cent. on present prices; that certain classes
of the American cotton at 4d. is better for the manufacturers to use than the
East Indian cotton at 31d.; but if you get the East Indian cotton at 3d. or less,
the manufacturers can use it with profit.

1207. Mr. Lewis.] You think that the consumption of the Indian cotton in
England might be inereased to a great amount, without changing the cultivation
of the cotton plant in India, and without substituting for the present species
some other variety ?—1 think so, if you could reduce the cost.

1208. Chairman.] Ave you aware whether, during the last 12 months, while
the pricc of cotton in this country has been very high, any improvement has
taken place in Lancashire in the mode of cleaning the Indian cotton ?—I am told
that a great deal of Indian cotton has been brought into use ; in fact, the con-
sumption in this country is entirely regulated by the price of the American.

1209. Mr. Lewis.] Are you aware that the importation of Indian cotton into
England in the ycar 1844 was 88,639,000 lbs., and in 1846 only 34,540,000 Ibs.?
—1I am aware that there was a very large decrease ; I have not the figures. \

1210, Mr
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1210. Mr. Plowden.] Do you suppose that India can produce cotton cqual to R. W. Crauford,

that of America ?—Not the best qualities. . Esq.
1211. Are you aware that the cotton-growing states of America are withont —
the tropics ?—They may be. 9 March 1848,

1212. And that the Indian cotton-growing districts are all within the tropics?
~—I believe it is so.

1213. Reverting to the table at page 40 of Mr. Davies’s statement, it appears
that the land ¢ax amounts to 48 rupees, 10 annas and 4 pies for 784 lbs.; does
not that depend entirely upon the quantity of cotton yielded per acre?—
Certainly.

1214. Can you inform the Committee what is the quantity of cotton yielded
per acre >—Mr. Davics takes the produce of a beegah at 40 Ibs. of clean cotton;
120 lbs. of what is called kuppas ; that is, the cotton as taken from the plant.

1215. Chairman.] As it is picked from the pod -—Yes.

1216. Mr. Plowden.] Did not the Chamber of Commerce object to the mode
of carringe by bullocks as chicfly causing the adulteration of the cotton:—I
believe they did ; I was not a member of the Chamber of Commerce myself.

1217. Do not you know that there has been a great fall in the price of cotton
dately ?—Yecs, there has been lately a very great fall.

1218. Did not a great fall in the price take place in 1820 and 1821, when
therc was a great deficiency of cotton ’—1 believe a very great fall in the price
of cotton in this country took place about that time.

1219. Were you not a member of the Chamber of Commeree in 1841 ?—No,
and I have not been throughout.

1220. Mr. Wilson Patten.) You gave a gencral account of the mode in which
the carriage of the cotton took place on bullocks’ backs to Bombay; are you
acquainted with the mode in which cotton is carried in other parts of India?—I
belicve it is entirely carried on bullocks’ backs.

1221. Is there no other mode in India at the present moment, except by
bullocks 2—On bullocks’ hacks and water carriage.

1222. Provided there were a better system of conunon roads in the cotton
districts, do you imagine that any other and cheaper mode could be adopted
than by bullocks ?— Nothing short of a railway.

1223. Chairman.] Do you think that a common road, with carts, would not
be cheaper P—1 was considering the transport by cart in the same light as
transport by bullocks, as the bullocks draw the cart.

1224. Mr. Lewis.] 1s there alarge demand for raw cotton in India?—I belicve
there is a large demand for the native raw cotton; in Bengal there is; I have
a memorandum on that subject in page 11. It appears from the returns of the
cultivation which T have handed in to the Committee, that the uantity of
cotton grown is, to a certain cxtent, a constant uantity ; it does not depend
upon distant markets ; but the quantity exported from India is very variable,and
hence it would follow, that in seasons of slack export a great deal of the cotton
must remain iz the interior, which must either go to waste, or else must be used
up for the purposes of local manufacturcs; we may presume that it does not go
to waste, otherwise it would not be continuously grown ; but I deduce from that
the fact, that when little cotton is exported from Bombay, but much is grown in
the interior, that the cotton is used for native manufactures.

1225. Are the exports to China tolerably steady, or do they vary ?—They vary
a good deal.

1226. Were your opcrations at Bombay confined to the cxport of cotton, or
did you deal with any of the natives for the sale of the cotton in the interior -~
My business in Bombay, as far as it regarded cotton, was entirely confined to
purchasing it and shipping it to Great Britain and China.

1227. You did not sell any cotton for domestic consumption ?—None at all.

1228. Do you know anything with regard to the native manufiacture of the
cotton ?—No.

1229. Isthe cotton in India spun by hand still 2—I belicve entirely so, excepting
at the Gloster mills in the neighbourhood of Calcutta.

1230. Are the Committee to understand that all the cotton cloth now woven
i)n India is woven from yarns spun by the hand ?--I quitc understand it to

e 80. . -

1231. Sir James Hogg.] Do not the natives of India purchase the cotton yarns
sent out from England ?—They purchase the cotton yarns sent out from England
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to a considerable extent; but I believe the sale of that cotton yarp to depengd
upon the export of the cotton from Bombay, the raw cotton. , .

1232, Mr. Wilson Patten.] How is . that ?—When 'there is not a large export
of raw cotton from Bombay, there is a large local consumption of the . cottou
whicl is raised. 4 « .

1233. Sir James Hogg.] It is used for a variety of purposes in India besides
spinning cotton, is it not ¢—Yes, it is used for stuffing. ,

1234. And padding, to a vast extent ?—Yes, to a considerable extent.

1235. Is it not your opinion that it would be better to endeavour to increase the
quantity of the Indian cotton of the quality that it now is, reducing the price,
rather than seek to improve the quality ?—1 think that the question is quite as
much one of price as it is of quality ; I think that if you can reduce the price of
the cotton in India so as to give the grower of it there less dependence upon the
markets of this conntry, which in their turn depend upon America, than he has
now, that you will put him in a position to go to a greater cxpensc in improving
the cultivation of the cotton than he ean at present; he has not the inducement
now, because he has not a certainty of sale.

1236. Suppose, by teaching the natives improved culture, you could increase
the quantity and raise the quality without increasing the cost of the production,
would not it be a certain and manifest way of benefiting the ryot, and aflfording
him an inducement to exertion F—Undoubtedly ; you would reduce the price by
doing so. .

1237. You spoke of the cotton of Central India, and the difficultics of bring-
ing it by land-carriage to Bombay, and the great cost; are you acquainted
with the cotton districts of Broach, Dharwar and Coimbatore ’~—Not with Coim-
batore, only by name.

1238. The Southern Mahratta country, and the other places that I have men-
tioned, are great cotton-producing countries, are they not ?—Yes.

1239. I believe they are on or close to the coast, where there is very little
cost of land-carriage *—-There is considerable cost of transport from the Southern
Mahratta country to the sea.

1240. That is, if it be brought to Bombay 7—Yes.

1241. Do you see any difficulty in shipping it on the coast without bringing
it to Bombay ¢—Yes, considerable difliculty.

1242. Why should it xiot be shipped at Cochin ?—In the first place, Bombay
is the only port on the western coast of India which is open to shipping through-
out the whole year; all the other ports are closed during the south-western mon-
soon, which you may takc to extend practically over five months of the year;
and as the other ports will be closed during that time, the cstablishments which
would be set up there for the pressing and screwing this cotton for shipment
must necessarily remain idle, and would be a great additional expense in conse-
quence in working them. During the time when they were working, a larger
remunetation would be required by the proprietor.

1243. Then you do not agree with those persons in Bombay who strongly
urged upon the Government the expediency of encouraging shipping from the
port of Cochin 2—Of Cochin I know very little; it is further from Bombay than
that part of India with which I am acquainted ; it is further from Comptah, which
is a port of the Southern Mahratta country, to Cochin, than from Comptal to
Bombay. .

1244. Is it your opinion that it would be for the advantage of the cultivators
of cotton that the whole produce of the cotton in all those distriets that I have
mentioned should come to Bombay before it is shipped ?—1It is so; -the expense
of bringing that cotton from the port on the coast up to Bombay is so inconsider-
able, the expensc on the sca-borne part of the journey. . ,

1245. Is it your opinion that it is advisable to bring all the cotton produce of
Broach and Guzerat first of all to Bombay to ship for England 2-—I think it is
better ; the concentration of business in large places always leads to great economy,
and we can afford to ship the cotton cheaper from Bombay, notwithstanding the
small intermediate- expense of bringing it from a subordinate port, than we could
ship it from that outport .itself. A ship going to take in a cargo of cotton at
Comptah would have to take nothing but cotton, because she there could hardly
find any thing else; there is no choice and no fasility afforded the captain. of
arranging his stowage; he-would take cotton only,and the freight that the shipper
would have to pay for that cotton would be higher than it would cost at Bom a{i
Lo ‘ ©.an
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and besides that, the ports in the Gulf of Cambay, Broach and the others would
be inaccessible during the greater part of the year; certainly, during the period
of the monsoon months. It is a very difficult navigation ; indeed, large ships
could hardly go to those ports with safety.

1246, Is not the coiton produced in the districts I have mentioned, Broach,
Coimbatore and Dharwar, quite as good, if not superior, to that produced in
Central India ?—Yes, it is; it is a different kind, and considerably superior.

1247. Have you any reason to suppose that the cost of production is greater?
—1I believe that it is much greater, in consequence of the rent that is paid to the
Government, the amount of the assessment on the land.

1248. But, taking the quality of the Broach and Dharwar cotton into con-
sideration, do you believe, considering that, that the cost of production is greater
than in the North-West Provinces or in Central India t—I believe it to be
greater.

1249. Do you think it would be better to turn attention towards the cultiva-
tion of cotton in Central India and the North-West Provinces rather than in
Broach, Guzerat, Dharwar, Coimbatore and the Southern Mahratta country ?—
I think attention should be given to all ; but the central parts of India, which
have been a good deal lost sight of, are deserving of a greater amount of atten-
tion than has been given to them.

1250. The general opinion, I believe, is in favour of the districts which I
mentioned F—It appears so from the fact of the cotton having been grown there
for such a length of time.

1251. Whatever the causc may be, is it not the prevailing opinion that the
districts I have mentioned are generally considered the best cotton-growing
districts, Guzerat, Broach, Dharwar, Coimbatore and the Southern Mahratta
country ?—Therc is a great deal of cotton that comes from Oomrawutty, ranking
very nearly as good as the Broach cotton, and ranking superior to the Southern
Mahratta cotton in the Bomnbay market ; but those districts may be generally
supposed to be the best.

1252. Then if those are the best cotton-growing districts, and quite close to
the coast, can you account, othcrwise than from the inferiority .of the quality,
how it happens that so little comes to this country in successful competition
with the cotton of America ?—The cotton which comes from the Broach districts
is enhanced in its price, as will bc seen from Mr. Davies’s statement, very
largely, by the amount in the cost of it which constitutes the contribution to the

ublic revenue in the rent ; the expense of bringing that cotton down to Bombay
18 nothing at all, it is very small, not three per cent. upon the value; it comes
by water. 1n Central India, where there is little or no rent or land assessment
paid, the cost of the cotton is very small; but the land-carriage is a heavy
item ; if you could reduce the assessment in Guzerat, and the land-carriage in
the other case, you would get the cotton down cheap.

1253. That does not apply to Dharwar, Coimbatore and the Southern Mahratta
country ?—Of Coirabatore I}'know nothing ; the Southern Mahratta country, in
which Dharwar is situated, may be as practicable ; there is a land-carriage of 110
miles to the sea, and the expense of bringing the cotton down by that road
was stated by Mr. Mercer to me, as mentioned in this report, at 23 rupees per
candy of 7 cwt.; that is to say, the whole expense from the neighbourhood of
Dharwar to Bombay. The actual expense of conveying the cotton to the coast, is
13 rupees per candy, nearly a halfpenny per pound.

1254. Sir James Hogg.] Where do you ship the Malwa opium from ?-——From
the port of Tankaria.

1255. It is shipped there rather than sent to Bombay 2— Yes, part of it comes
down the Tulghaut road to Bombdy.

1256. Mr. George Thompson.] You have stated that in Central India there is
little or no land assessment ; on what authority do you make that statcment; de
You mean comparatively or absolutely ?—I mean comparatively.

1257. You spoke particularly of Dharwar 2-—No, of the Berar country.

1258. Do you know what the land assessment is there ?—No; you will find in
the report, at page 63, from the resident at Hyderabad, that the ratc of assessment
levied from the people varies from 4 annas to 1} rupee per beega; and it goes
on to say, “The poor are thus oppressed and ruined, and are not able to cultivate
their lands afterwards. 1n ancient times it was customary to measure land, and
to fix the assessment according to its cagabilities; but this practice has for a
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lgmg time been discontinued, and the assessment for a field is now always fixed
uess.”
y1g259. That is in the Nizam's territory ?—Yes,

1260. Mr. Lewis.] Do not they pay a rent to the farmers ?7—They pay rent,
but it is difficult to get at what it is.

1261. Do you think that it is a moderate rent ?—It must be, the rate at which
you purchase the cotton is so cheap.

1262. Viscount Alakon.] Why is it so difficult to ascertain what they pay ’—
It is a native government.

1263. Mr. George T/zompson.g The honourable Member, Sir James Hogg,
asked you a question on the subject of remissions, and he spoke of remissions
being made in consequence of the lands not having been cultivated ; do you know,
or do you not know, that the collector never does make any demand upon lands
that are not cultivated, and that the whole of those remissions are remissions of
assessments that have been made upon cultivated land, and cultivated land only.

1264. Sir James Hogg.] The question I put to you was this: a certain quantit
of land, which is supposed as likely to be broug{;t into cultivation, is assessedy,
and, in point of fact, the ryot, either from want of funds or other circumstances, is
unable to cultivate the whole of it ; then, by the usage of the country, is he not
entitled to claim a remission upon that portion of land which was not actually
cultivated, although at the time of the contract it was supposed as likely to be
brought into cultivation *—It may or may not be the case; I take it that those
remissions alluded to in Mr. Davies’ statement are remissions of the nature
alluded to by the honourable Member, Mr. Thompson, and they are relied upon
by me, and also by members of the committee who were most competent to form an
opinion upon the subject ; Mr. Frere also was of that opinion; I have no per-
sonal knowledge of the subject.

1265. Mr. George Thompson.] Have Y'ou any reason to helieve that the col-
lector would write down in his book a charge against land that had not been
cultivated ?—I should not think he would.

12606. Chairman.] So far as those remissions go, Mr. Davies and Mr. Frere
consider them as a proof that a sum is assessed upon the cultivators, which the
cultivators arc not able by any means to pay ?—Quite so.

1207. Sir James Hogg.] In the inquiries before the committee, did you not
ascertain that the lands in Surat which were cultivated with cotton did not
enable the ryot to pay the land-tax with a fair profit, and that those same lands,
when cultivated with grain, did afford the ryot a fair profit 7—Evidence to
that cffect is given in Mr, Stewart’s answers to the inquiries put to him, and
upon that particular answer the committee made some observations in their
Report, at paragraph 62, page 19: “We would obscrve that we cannot
concur with the opinion which the collector of Surat seems to entertain, that it
is a matter of indifference whether lands capable of producing cotton are culti-
vated with cotton or with less valuable grain crops, or that it is proof of the
satisfactory condition of the assessment when the cultivator is content with a
grain crop, and the land is not actually thrown out of cultivation.” T read this
as the opinion of the committee in Bombay upon so much of Mr. Stewart’s
remarks.

1268. Did the committee distrust the accuracy of his statement ?—Notat all,
but they received it as a mere opinion from him.

1209. Do you believe the fact to be, for it is not an opinion, that lands in
Surat, when cultivated with grain, pay, and when cultivated with cotton, do not
pay to the cxisting tax 2—1I believe it to be the fact, as based npon Mr. Stewart’s
information. .

1270. Do you Dbelieve him to be a person, from his situation and his local
knowledge, competent to speak to the fact ?—1 am not able to say whether Mr.
Stewart 1s a good revenue officer or not.

1271. Mr. Mowatt.] Do you believe the fact yourself, as stated by him ¢—I
<hould like to inquire a little more into it before I give an opinion.

1272. Sir. James Hogg.) Assuming the fact to be, that it did pay when grain
was cultivated, and that it did not pay when cotton was cultivated, do you
think that a reduction of the land-tax would tend to alter that result 7—I think
if the land-tax was reduced, that it would pay when the cotton was culti-

vated.
1273. Do
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1273. Do you think that a reduction of the land-tax would place in cultiva-
tion the cotton land which is now cultivated with grain >-—I think it would.

1274. We will assume that the land-tax is a rupee, and that the cultivation of
the cotton just enables a man to clear a rupee and nothing more ; that the culti-
vation in grain gives him an excess of two annas; and we will suppose the land-
tax reduced to 14 annas; would not the result be that by the cultivation of
cotton he would have a profit of two annas, and by the cultivation of grain he
would have a profit of four annas?—It would appear so.

1275. Would it not be the necessary consequence ?—Unless he might improve
his cultivation generally by introducing a different rotation.

1276. Do not you think that it is the duty of the Indian Government to leave
the ryot free and unrestricted to produce the crop which will cost him least,
and give him the greatest profit 7—1 think it is their duty to leave them alone,
to do the best for themsclves that they can.

1277. Mr. George Thompson.] Does not the asscssment go upon the principle
of the ascertained or supposed valuc of the produce?—I believe not ; there is
a certain sum assessed upon the land, and you may raise what you please
upon it.

Pl 278. Chairman.] Did not you state that the bullocks hringing the cotton
down fed upon it 7—Yes.

1279. Can you conceive a distance that they might carry it when there
would he no cotton at all 7—I am not aware that they could live upon cotton
and nothing else; but that an immense quantity is caten by the bullocks is a
well known fact ; it is literally eaten.

1280. Do you suppose the reason why that they eat the cotton is for the sake
of the seced ?—No; I have seen the hullocks walk into the cotton stacks in
Bombay, pick up the cotton off the ground and eat it.

1281. Mr. George Thompson.] You do not muzzle them ?—No.

1282. Mr. Mowatt.] You stated that the owners of the bullocks which had
performed long journeys, which occupied two or three months, had a very great
objection to coming into the low lands on this side of the Ghaut, and that part
of the country for a space of 60 or 70 miles, and that if they could be exempted
froml that transit for their bullocks, it would be a matter of great advantage ?—1It
would.

1283. Are you aware what are the difficulties, if any, that have prevented
them from carrying a railway from Bombay to the foot of the Ghauts, that you
describe as being so short a distance from the sea, and through a level country?—
The introduction of the railway system into India is quite a new thing ; it has not
been in agitation more than a couple of years.

1284. Are you aware of any difficulties whatever in carrying a line of railway,
particularly one that has heen referred to, that from Bombay to the Ghauts ?—
None whatever, no physical difficulty.

1285. Would it be perfectly easy ?—I am hardly competent to give an opinion,
but I believe there are no enginecring difficulties that occur of any magnitude;
it is chiefly through un undulating country ; it is something in the air of the
QOe¢ncan, that is, the low district helow the Ghauts, which gisagrees with the
bullocks.

1286. Mr. Wilson Patten.] Are you a sharcholder in the railway —I am.

1287. Are there many Bombay merchants shareholders in that company ?—
There arc not many Bombhay merchants ; the railway is quite a new thing to the
native’s mind; he is unable to appreciate it; he has never scen one, and he is
quite unable to form an idea of what a railway is, or likely to be.

1288. Are there many English residents who are shareholders ?—Some of
them are ; not many.

1289. Chairman.] Is there a provisional committce in Bombay ?—Yes, of
which I was chairman for some time.

1290. Is there any doubt in the minds of the merchants of Bombay as to
the necessity of having some railway made to conmect that district with the
interior?—There is no doubt that a railway communication from Bombay
to the interior would be the sume to Western India as the Ganges from Calcutta
to the north of India is to Bengal.

1291. Mr. Mowait.] Do the merchants in Bombay show any disposition to
subscribe any proportion of the capital ?—Some do; but generally they do not,
from being quite unable to form any idea what the railway would turn out.

0.41. P2 1292. Mr.
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N "12g2: ‘Mr. Gleorge Thompson.] Had they an assurance then, a guarantee ?—
ot then. ' S

-1 1293. Would they be influenced by the disposition which the Government
showed to give security and furnish facilities 7—I think that a guarantee offered
by the Government woudld have a very great effect in drawing money to it.

1294. Your impression, however, is that the chief portion of the capital must
be raised heref—I think that a'very large portion of it must be raised here, and
after a time, when the natives see that the value of this railway stock is guaranteed
by the Govérnment, as it would be of the nature of the value of the public debt
of the country, they would as readily invest their moncy in it as in Government
stock,

1295. 'Especially if they saw it running 10 or 12 miles?—VYes, if they had an
(ipportunity of seeing a railway, and understanding what it was capable of
doing.

12gg(i. Chairman.] Have the natives of India much difficulty in finding out a
mode of investing small savings ?—The natives not being much given, generally
speaking, to invest money, hoard it; a great dcal of money i3 at this present
moment buried beneath the carth.

1297. In Syria, where there is no great sceurity, and nothing to invest small
savings in, the people buy jewelry or guld and silver ornaments ; people who are
very poor, or comparatively poor, because they have no savings banks, or no
small properties ; is it the same in India ?—Quite so; all the available money
is invested among the lower orders of the natives in jewellery and gold and silver
ornaments.

' 1298. Mr. Bolling.] You have been recently in Liverpool *—VYes.

1299. Do you think that any part of India will be brought to compete in the
port of Liverpool with America, unless they grow American seed in India ?—
Xes, Tthink that if you can reduce_the cost of the cotton in India, and can sell
it here at a lower price than you do at present, in proportion to the difference of
the price which the spinner has in his mind when he buys it or buys the Ameri-
can, you will then be able to send a sufficicnt quantity from India.

1300. Of a quality that could be spun to compete with the American cotton ?
—I was informed so yesterday. "

1301. The Bengal 1s rather a short staple 7—Yes.

1302. Mr. Plowden.] You were asked by an honourable Member with regard
to the cotton yarn, will you state whether the export of cotton yarn to China
from England has not much affected the consignments to thut market of the
raw material froyn Bombay 2—Very much so indeed ; in fact, we look upon that
as a second kind of competition with the American cotton; we have not the
Anmerican cotton to compete with in the form of the raw material, but in the
cotton yarn spun out of it. ‘

1303. Mr. George Thompson.] You have expressed a decided preference for
the port of Bombay, and you have assigned as the chief reason for that, that it
isnot like the western coast of India, where the ports are exposed to the mon-
soon ?—Yes, it is exposed to the monsoon; but it is a port more easily accessible.

. 1304. Have you gone down the western coast of India #—I have been up and
down the western coast a number of times in native boats, ships and steamets.

1305. Are there not very safe ports on the western side 7—I am, not aware
of any, port on the line of coast fram Cape Comarin to Kurrachee, that is to be
approached safely or departed from, during the height of the monsoon.

1300. Putting that out of the question, are there not some very fine ports on
that coast ?—I am not aware that there is more than one; there is the port of
Viziadroog, the Harbour of Geriah. o,

1307. Is there not a very good port at the mouth of the Tuddry River >—There
16 a very good one there. . e
.1 1308. What is your opinion of Cochin and.jts backwater; is there not a good
p{(‘n't there>—Yes, when you get into it, but it has a large bar acrqss the mouth
of it. . b ' . A ‘ )
+.1309.. Are you not aware that ships of. 1,000 and 1,200 tons have been built
at.some of those ports 3—Yes, 1 have owned them, - .., . = . |, .

+ - 1310.. Have not they got ont?—Yes ; it is gasy.to .get a light, ship out.of 2
ipart. «, 2 IR AT PR AL N S RS L G a4 b
133 You do.not call the, places 1 bave Teferred to unfit for pyrts. of | export-
Stk 1. oo shink e ips,popld lond b, them. ot il
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1314. Did yon not say that there were few, if any, navigable rivers on the

western side !—Yes. o
+ 1313+ Is not the Tuddry River navigable for 90 or 100 miles?~Not for ship-
ping, but for:small boats,, - - o . .

1314. Was not there once a large export trade from Surat in manufactures at
times }—--Yes. . v ,

1315.. What is the present state of it?—There is none at all; excepting a
trifling export, I believe, to the coast of Africa. ,

1316. What are the present imports of manufactured cotton goods into Bom-
bay ¢—They are large; the average import for 10 years, commencing the 1st
of May 1836, and ending on the 30th of April 1846, of manufactured cotton

s and yarn, into Bombay, from the ports of the United Kingdom, was
1,014,098 /. sterling.

1317. You said that the export of manufactured goods from Surat has ceased ?
—Yes,

1318, Are you aware that that is so with regard to Calcutta —I believe it to
s0.

1319. You have stated from figures now before you, that there is a large im-
portation of manufactured goods into the port of Bombay ?—Yes.

1320. And the same with regard to Madras and Calcutta I—Yes.

1321. With regard to Calcutta, a much larger importation ? — Yes,

1322. Is it not the fact, that the export of manufactured cotton goods from
‘India has ceased, and that we now supply them with cotton manufactured goods
grown from American cotton F—1It is so. ‘

1323. And your desire is to sce the raw material sent from India to this coun-
try ?—Yes, and taken back again to India in the shape of yarn or goods.

o [ Lo
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Major.General Briggs, Examined.

1324. Chairman.] HAVE you been in the service of the East India Company?
~—Yes, and I am still in the service. '
" 1325. What rank do you hold ?-~The rank of Major-general.

1326. "When did you first eriter the service, and to which of ‘the Presidencies
are you attached ?—I entered the scrvice in 1801, and I am dttaclied to the
Madras Presidency. ' ' e
* 1327. How long did you actually serve in India >—Thitty-two years, very
nearly, within a few months. o
~ '1328. How long is it since you left India ?—I left India 18 years ago.

. 1329. Have you been employed in the military service only, or in the civil
$érvite s’ well »—I have been employed in both services; I have been latterly,
withih the Tast few years of my life, employed entirely in the civil service ; but
in the earlier part of my life in the military service. :
‘1330‘."Will‘y0u‘ state the nature of the duties which you have had to perform ?
—For the first eight years [ was with my regiment, and employed a good deal
‘in the 'field’ duting that time; for the hekt eight years I was employed with
divisions of the army, and frequently also in political situations; I was attathed
to' Sit John Maldttm for three years in Pérsia, aud to Mr. 'Mountstuhyt Elphin-
iat‘oge for one year, at Poonali § and thé st of 'the timie, for four 'yeark - of thse
" 0.41. P3 eight
g

RoW, Cravfurd,
s,

et o e e .

9 March 1848,

Major-gen. Briggs.

10 March 1848.



Major-gen. Briggs.

10 March 1848,

118 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before SELECT COMMITTEE

eight years, 1 was cmployed with the Hyderabad Field force as interpreter and
secretary to the commanding officer; and [ was cmployed for the subsequent
18 years in civil situations. In 1818 I was directed to occupi') the country of
Candcish, and having obtained possession of it, 1 was appointed Political Agent,
with one European assistant, from 1818 to 1823. I was subsequently appointed
Resident at the court of Sattarah, where 1 remained from 1823 to the beginning
of 1827. I then came home, and on my return to India in 1831, I was appointed,
in the latter end of the ycar, senior Commissioner for the Government of Mysore ;
and in the beginning of 1838 1 was appointed to officiate as Resident at Nagpore,
where I continued till I came home in the middle of 1835.

1331. What parts of India have you visited ?—With the exception of Gu-
zerat and the castern parts of Bengal, I have visited almost every part of India.
I was stationed for three ycars in the Ceded Districts, for one year at Tanjore
in the southern part of the country; I was also five or six (yeurs, at different
times, in the Hydcrabad country and the Deccan; I was for four years at Nag-
pore, and four yearsin Candeish. Indeed I have travelled almost all over India,
and have resided in those parts that I have more particularly mentioned.

1332. Have you, during that period, made yourself familiar with the
languages of the country >—Yes, I speak several of the languages.

1333. Has your residence been principally within the British territory, or in
the native states ?—In my civil employment I have been almost always
employed in the native states ; in fact, my residence in India has been princi-
pally in territories under the administration of the native laws; I have never
been employed in civil duties under the established regulations of the East India
Company.

1334. During your residence in India have you turned your attention at all to
the agriculture of the country *—Yes, as far as I conld doso; when I was in Can-
deish, and afterwards in Sattarah, I have cultivated, experimentally, from
10 to 50 or 60 acres of land, part of which T rented; part of it was not rented,
because it was waste land.

1335. 1 believe that you are the author of a pampllet on the cotton trade of
India, published about seven or eight years ago; in 1840 ?2—In 1839; it
consisted of two papers read before the Asiatic Society in 1839, but as the
second part of it was considered to throw some reflections upon the admi-
nistration in India, the Society declined to publish that part ; therefore I pub-
lished, on my own account, both parts of it, as a pamphlet.

1330. Is that pamphlet, to a large extent, a compilation from authorities and
facts upon the subject P—It is a compilation derived from a work published by
the BEast India Company in 1836; it comprehends all that had heen done for
the culture of cotton in India, up to their latest accounts ; it also comprised all the
information that I could obtain from the several socicties in India who publish
transactions; viz., the Agricultural and Horticultural Socicty of Bengal, some
1eports of Dr. Wight, of Madras, and also official accounts that I was able to
obtain from Bombay ; the information is founded altogether upon the official
returns.

1337. And, united with that, there are facts and opinions of your own, that
came within your own knowledge ?—I have stated the results of my opinions,
and the conclusions that I have arrived at founded on those facts.

1338. Have you had any expericnce as to the mode of cultivating and pre-
paring the cotton for sale:-~-None; I have seen the cotton grown, but I have
never myself grown it, nor do I know anything of it mysclf, except from the
information which I have derived from these works.

1339. What particular parts of India do you believe to be the best calculated
for the production of cotton >— The cottons grown in India, as I have stated in
the pamphlet, are of two kinds, the castern cottons and the western cottons,
The eastern cotton is denominated by botanists the Gossypium Herbaceum, and
the others are the cottons of America, the western cottons. This Gossypium
Herbaceum 1 have seen cultivated in Persia extensively, and I have secn it also
in Italy; and that is the plant which seems to be the common plant of India;
probably it is indigenous to the soil; it grows over a very large extent of
country. The indigenous cotton onl{ succeeds, T find from these reports, on the
debris of the trap formation, the black soil, which occupies a very large portion
of India, and is marked out in the map in brownish colours; and it does not
succeed well in any other; on the contrary, the western cottons have been fou%d

.Y
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by experience mot to succeed upon that black soil; I know of mo instance Major-gen. Briggr,
where they have so succeeded. The colour of the soil may depend upon the ————
chemical bodies mixed with it, such as manganese ; but the western cottons do 10 March 1848.
not appear to have succeeded on that black soil. Of this soil there are 200,000

square miles, and I should suppose that there may be from 200,600 to 300,000

miles of the primary and secondary formations, the debris of silicious rocks,

upon all of which the western cottons would probably succeed.

1340. Have you been witness to any experiments which have been made
under the directions of the Company in India?— Not under the directions of
the Company, I have seen experiments made by individuals ; there was one spot
near Madras, where Colonel Coombes had a cotton field upon the top of a low
hill which succeeded very well. I believe that it was the Bourbon cotton ; it
was not reported what it was when sent to the Agricultural Society of Calcutta;
I also saw the cotton growing at a farm at Acra near Calcutta, where after
a certain time it succeeded very well; the cotton at first produced nothing,
but a hail-storm came and cut it all up to picces, down almost to the roots, broke
the branches, and after that it produced a very fine crop, which showed how
neccssary it was to prevent its exuberance, by cutting it down.

1341. Have you heard of the success of some experimental farms at Dharwar?
—1 have heard of the success of the cotton grown at Dharwar. I did not
understand that it was an experimental farm ; I understood that the cotton at
Dharwar was grown by Mr. Shaw, the Collector of that district, in the first
instance, and then, finding that it succeeded there, one of the planters was sent
to encourage the people to grow it. T am not aware of any experimental farm
there, but 1 am told that it has succecded so well, that about 30,000 acres of
cotton arc now planted by the natives,

1342. Is not Dharwar upon the soil upon which you suppose that the western
cottons will not thrive ’—The map is marked not to embrace cvery thing ; there
are other soils mixed, and though it is the general debris of the trap formation
that prevails in that soil, [ understand that this cotton is grown upon a silicious
red soil ; the tax upon which, in consequence of its being a poor soil, is much
less than upon the black soil.

1343. From your knowledge of the people of India,can you say whether the
consumption of cotton amongst them is very extensive; in fact, that cotton is used
by them to a much larger extent than it is amongst the population of this coun-
try for a great variety of articles ?—It is used for all the purposes that hemp
and flax and hair and wool are used in this country. The home consumption
is something enormous. I exhibited at the Asiatic Society the cloth of a man’s
dress and a female’s dress, and the weight of those two was five pounds ; the
average, dress of each inhabitant, thercfore, was two and a half pounds, and if
we multiply that by the population, assuming it to be 130,000,000 over the
whole of India, it will amount to 375,000,000 of pounds; but it is used for beds,
pillows, cushions, awnings, canopies and ceilings, draperies and hangings,
carpets, screens, curtains, quilting and padding of every description, both for
padding clothes and for saddles, for tents, ropes for tents, halters for horses,
and, in fact, applied to all the purposes that hemp.and wool are used for in this
country. I assumed at that time, without any correct data, that it would require
at least as much more annually for such purposes, which would make an amount
of 750,000,000 pounds. But I find that Dr. Wight states, who has had a much
better opportunity of judging than I had, that each individual in India con-
sumes 20 pounds of cotton for those different purposes per annum, which [ have
estimated it at five pounds. Now, for the limited quantity that I have stated,
it would require 312,000 tons of shipping to move it ; butif Dr. Wight is right
In estimating at four times the amount, that would be equivalent to about
3,000,000,000, annually used in the country.

/1344. According to i’)r. Wight's calculation, not of the growth of cotton in
India, but the home consumption of cotton in India, it must be equal to more
than three times the whole export from the United States of America ?—Yes;
assuming five hundred or six hundred millions to be the amount which is con-
sumed in England, it would be five or six times even as much.

1345. Mr. Plowden.] You say that a great deal of wool and cotton is used in
clothing the natives of India; does not the export from this country of manu-
factured cotton goods interfere with that ; do not the natives buy our cotton piece-
goods? —No doubt, to a great extent.

0.41. P4 1340. Does
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Major-gen, Brigge.. | 1349, Does not also/the introduction of the cotton yarn in the shapé of aew

4@ Mareh 1848,

twist-interfere also: with it ?++No doubt.

-11347, Therefore that would.:zedu¢e your caloulations -very considerdbly ?«.
Yes; Iwas speaking:thew:of the:production of!India, what it would fumish and
what is required for the home consamption 5 I did not takeinto consideration the
quantity which 'came:home bere, and was manufhctured #hd sent out thére again.

1348..Can, you give the Committee any idea of'the wear and tear of the cotton
imported; from. this eountry” to make clothes for the hatives, as compared with
the cotton woven in India for that purpose ; how many dresses would & native
use of British cotton manufactured goods, as compared with the dresses he would
use of Indian mapufactured goods 7—1I have never made the experiment myself ;
but the natives of India are all of them satisfied that the Euroligan goods do riot
wear so well as those manufastured in India.

1349. That Leing the case, they can afford to have three dresses 6f European
goods.for one of Indian' spun cotton ?—If the clothes wear out, they will be
obliged to use more.

1850, Ghairman.] With regard to the comparison, as far as it could he drawn,
between the eonsumption of American and Indian cotton, the crop of America
this ylear being estimated at 2,250,000 bales, each bale perhaps averaging 850 1bs.’
weight, which will bs a gtoss production of 787,000,000 Ibs. weight produced in
Amaeriea ; .upon Dr. Wight's calculation, you have stated that the supposed con-
sumption of India would be equal nearly to four times the whole production of
;ho nited States of America in cotton ?—Yes, according to Dr. Wight’s calcu-
ation. ¢ ... o '

.2351. And to be added to that, there would be the whole quantity exported
from India to China and to Europe ?—Yes.

s 1352, Mr. Lewis.]. Has any computation been founded, not upon the probable
consumption of the population, but upon the probable quantity of cotton pro-
duced: in the country ?—1I do not know that any such computation has been made ;
but as the statistics of the villages of India are exceedingly minute, I have no
doubt; as far as the British territory goes, that an approximation might be made to
it by ascertaining what was grown in each village ; each village has a register of
the amount of all the different grains and all the different products grown
within its limits annually.

1353. Mr. Wilson Patten.] According to your own calculation, what is the
sum total of the produce ?—Seven hundred and fifty millions of pounds, the
home consumption.

1354. And that being added to the exportation, what would it make F—That
amounted in one year, I believe, to 180,000,000 lbs.; I do not exactly recol-
lect the figures ; it was in 1818 or 1819, both to China and England; I think it
was as'much as that.

1355. Chairman.] Ilave you reason to suppose that the estimates you made
then, so far gs it is below Dr. Wight’s, is really very considerably helow the
actugl state of the ease ?—1I should think, upon reflection, that it is very much
below what is required for the home consumption.

1356. Then’ judging from this enormous production, and the consumption of
cotton it India, would you come to the conclusion that, as far as the population,
soil and climate are concerned, there is no reason why India should not produce
a sufficient quantity of cotton for the consumption of this country, or for the
Woﬂd,l if need be ?-—I have no doubt that India could produce sufficient cotton
for the consumption of the whole world.

*1'387. From your researches, do you conclude that the consumption of cotton in.
Indid is of very ancient date, or is there anything on record as to the time when
coltot’ wis not grown in India, or when it was first introduced there, and .
W}iéﬂlér the plant be native to the soil2—I believe it to be an indigenous plant. ,

} 35.8‘ Mr. .George Thompson.] Does it grow wild ?—1I cannot say that I have
ever seen 1t growing wild, though I believe there is no doubt about it; I have heard
that it.doecs. | :

1359:, M. Lewis.] Is there any doubt of its being an indigenous plant in.
India,}—I do.net doubt it at all, but unless I had proof that I saw it growing wild,
I gould not say.

t'1360.. Da ot the eurliest statements in ancient writers with respect to cotton
represent it as having heen imported from India?~~Yes, I think so. 6e. i

1361, Sir
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1361, Sir Edward Colebreoke.] 14 not “cotton” an Arabic word?»—Yes, I Msjor-gen. Briges.
know of no Arabic word which represents the Indian word ; but with regard to = ——
sugar, there can be no doubt. that. the word Jaggery or Saccary is thé same as 10'March 1848:
Shaccar, in Arabic ; saccharus, in'Latin ; sucre,in French, and sagar in English.

1362. Chairman.] What is the Arabic term. for cotton ?—Itis called «Cutton.”

1363.. Mr. Bolking.} What is the origin of the American seed 11t is stated
to have come from Bermuda ; that is, one part of it ; but the principal part of it
is said to have come from Barbadoes, and henee the Sea Island cotton is called
Gosypium Barbadensis. Ce '

1304. Chairman.] Have you any information on which you can rely, to show:
the average price of clean eotton per pound in the different parts of India at
stated .periods >—The prices were estimated by Mr. Duncan, as far back as 1797

/Nagpore, 53d.; Oomrawutty, 4:d; Hurda, 41.d.; Jalown, 4} 4.

1365. Is that the price paid by the natives?—Yecs; it is stated at the “ place
of growth.” In 1811 and 1812, I find, under the Madras Presidency, that the
price was 21d.; Letween Guntoor and Cudalore, I find the price was about 34.
a pound; in Cudalore, 4d.; in Tanjore and Trichinopoly, 44d.; south of that,
from 3d.to 4d. The average price of the 12 preceding years, in 18186, in Kurpah
and Bellary, it was 2}d. It is much less in modern times; in 1834 Dr. Lush
estimates it at 1}d., between Dharwar and Poonah. Mr. Bruce, in June 1836,
finds it from 1}d. to 1}d., at Kalpee, on the Jumna. In Dharwar and at Qomra:
wutty, within the last thrce or four years, it has been purchased at 1}d. per
pound of clean cotton. -

1366. I presume you are aware that the manufactures of this country have
been very seriously affected within the last two years, from the failures of the
cotton crop in the United States :—Yes, I understand so.

1367. Can you give the Committee any information as to the obstacles which
appear to you to prevent a larger export from India to this country ? —1I consider
that the two great obstacles are the lund-tax and the want of roads for convey-
ance.

1368. Mr. George Thompson.] | believe you are the author of a work intituled,
“The Land Tax of India considered as a measure of Finance,” published in
1830 ? —Yes.

1369. In that work you object to the system of settlement called the ¢ Ze-
mindary,” made by the Marquis of Cornwallis in 1793 ?—1I do not object to the
principle of the scttlement; but I object to the mode in which that settlement
was made.

1370. You object to the mode in which the priuciple was then carried out ?
—Yes.

A371. 1 believe you have also stated some objections to the system which
originated, I think, with Colonel Reed, about the same time, and continued by
Sir Thomas Munro under the appellation of ¢ The Ryotwhar systemn *” ?2—Yes ;
I gertainly have also objected to that system.

1372. Would you be kind enough to describe to-the Committee the constitu-
tion of an Indian village ?—I have given an account of the institutions of an
Indian village in the body of the work, but I would rather prefer giving an
account of the village of Mamlong in Madras, as an example, which I got from
the records of the village itself. The whole of the limits of a township in
India belongs to the community at large ; this village'is divided into three ori-
ginal shares; three persons of different familics who first occupied its land ; they
consisted of persons of the Reddy caste and the Buljywar caste and the Pullywar
caste; 1 find that the Reddy have 12 shares in the village as co-partners, the
Buljywar have five shares, and the Pullywar have 17, co-partners.” The shares.
of the latter 17 are divided into 40 individuals, so that there are 47 shareholders
inthis village. These constitute the commune ; they are the sole proprietors-
of 4l the land within the villagelimits. Eacli commune appoints its repre-
sentative ; thus there are three representatives of the concerns of the partners,
and those'three constitute the village council. The records exhibit the land to
contain 712 cawnies, equivalent to 1,078 acres, which is thus recorded. Of the
wet lgud, there are 77} cawnies sold to individuals; by wet, I mean land which
is irrigated; appropriated by the Company, 10 alienated for religious purposes,’
and in remuneration to village officers 34} ; total cawnies, 122. Land that is’
irrigated. free. of tax 122, paying tax 196}; total of irrigated land, 818}, Of
land not irrigated, .the site gccupied by -t(ge village is 74}; occupied by temples
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63, in the beds of the tanks and wells 1964, in the bed of the river, in roads
and watercourses 44 ; sold to individuals 40} ; appropriated by the Company 16} ;
pa{ing tax to the Government 9% ; land exempted from tax 884}; the total
of land not irrigated is 898;. Independently of the shareholders, there are in
this village nearly 200 cultivators of the Puller caste, who have long held land
of the sharcholders as tenants on stipulated terms, who reside in the town, and
pay their rents to the shareholders, and contribute a portion of their crop
as fees to the officers of the corporation. Besides these, there are other cultivators
not resident in the village, amounting to from 20 to 30, who cultivate according
to agreement, and may be ejected at the end of each year. It isin that part of
the country where the land hardly yields anything, if it be not irrigated, and,
therefore, the 93 cawnies are the only portions of the land which are cultivated
and pay tax to the Government. The land exempted from taxation is most
likely the village common, and which cannot be brought under cultivation.

1373. Mr. Plowden.] Does that calculation refer to India gencrally, or to any
particular part of India ?—This village system prevailed from one part of India
to the other, in every village.

1374. Chairman.] The particulars you have given to the Committee are the
particulars of a certain village which you have yourself ascertained from the
records of that village ?—Yes, the village is called Mamlong ; it is near Madras ;
I obtained this information from my servant being one of the shareholders of
the village, who procured the records for me. Under the head of appropriation
to the Company, I would explain how that has happened, because I think it
is important in an cxamination of the detail of the distribution, which states that
15 acres of wet land, and 25 acres of dry land, making altogether 40 acres,
were appropriated by the Company. The explanation given by the villagers
of this transaction is, that many years ago these 40 acres were occupied by
Colonel Maule, of the Engineers, without the permission of the village, at the
when it had been destroyed by Hyder’s cavalry. After the death of Colonel
Maule, the ground fell into the hands of the late Dr. Anderson, who made a
garden of it, which became ultimately the public hotanical garden of Madras.
On the death of Dr. Anderson, this garden was sold by the Government to a
servant of the Jate Colonel Macauley, for the sun of 1,000 pagodas: a house
has been since built upon the ground, and it is now rented by the owner as an
office for the collector of the distriet.  The villagers state, that during Dr.
Anderson’s life they made many applications to the Board of Revenue for
remuncration, without effect; and finding, at last, that the Government had
sold it and taken the money, they ceased all further contest. I state this fact,
because in another account of the details of the village, it is stated that several
of the lands of the village were sold to the Nabob, our predecessor at Madras ;
so that while the Nabob, the sovereign of the country, knowing the institutions
of the country, purchased the land, our Government, assuming to be proprietors
of the soil, have appropriated it and sold it. This is an important fact, and I
brought it to the notice of the Madras Government, but no remedy could be
applied after so long a time ; there was no violation intended on the part of the
Company’s Government ; thev only acted upon what they thought o be their
right.  The taxes on the village were put up to be farmed in 1801, to be sold
to the highest bidder, and they were purchased for 99 years, to pay an annual
amount of 226 pagodas 3 a pagoda being 3§ rupees, or 7s. English.

1375. Mr. George Thompson.] When you say that the taxes were put up to
duction and sold to the highest hidder, do you mean to say that they were put
up by the heads of the village 7—=No; by the Gevernment.

.4 1376. Charrman.] What are the powers which the zemindar or farmer can

excreise with regard to the revenue which he obtains from a village; he agrees
to pay 226 pagodas to the Government, which he is to get back from the village ;
then what powers does he cxcereise? —The village was sold to Linga Papiah
Bramin, who became the zemindar, or the proprietor for the time being, paying
the tax of the village to the State; in the year 1802, he sold his contract to
Narrain Appa, also a Brahmin, for a premium of 600 pagodas.

1377. Then this latter purchaser had given 828 pagodas for it?--No; he
gave 800 pagodas for the bargain ; he had to pay 226 pagodas annually to the
Government, and whatever he got over that he was entitled to. In 1805 a scarcity
prevailing at Madras, and the village yielding little produce in the following year,
the bargain was sold again to one Linga Reddy, at the same rate, for 600 pagodz}nls 5

when
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when the taxes were originally farmed to Linga Papia for 226 pagodas, the Major-gen. Briggs.
shareliolders of the village cousented to pay him 390 pagodas, on condition of —
his leaving the detail of the management to them, and they also engaged with 10 March 1848,
Linga Reddy on the same terms ; they have since paid that amount punctually,
so that the zemindar derives a net income of 164 pagodas, being the surplus
agreed to be paid to the Government for 99 years, whigh amounts to 68 per cent.

1378. Mr. George T'hompson.] Have you given this instance of the constitu-
tion of an Indian village, as illustrative of the general village system through-
out India ?—I believe that that is the constitution of a village as it originally
existed under the Hindoos, from the earliest period, and still prevails ; I found it
to exist in Calcutta; I found it in Benares; I found it in the North-western Pro-
vinces, and I found it in Delhi; I found the remains of that system everywhere
throughout all the parts of India that I have been in, with the exception of
Nagpoor. That is not a country subjugated by the Ilindoos, but belonging to
the aborigines, and no institutions of that kind have ever been cstablished.

1379. Will you be kind enough to explain to the Committee on what prin-
ciple you conccive the land-tax in India to have been originally founded ? —
The land-tax of India, as well as all direct taxes, have been founded upon the
principle of an income-tax ; a portion of the income, whether in grain or in
money, has usually been considered the right of the sovereign ; it has always
taken a portion of the crop, whatever that crop might be ; and this practice has
prevailed in India, I believe, from the earlicst periods.

1380. Was it a fixed portion, or a variable one, or was it a fixed assessment
under one set of circumstances, and a different assessment under another 2—
The portion was originally fixed at a tenth; a tenth part of the produce of every
village having been first set aside for the payment of the rates and taxes and
the village officers before any division 1s made; one-tenth is the tax or
revenue which we now find in Ceylon, also in Travancore and in the southern
parts of India, whercver the Mahometans have not conquered. At a subsequent
period, the Hindoos raised that tax from a tenth to a sixth of the produce,
and that tax long prevailed under some llindoo governments, and was encroached
upon ; but it was lawful to take one-fourth of the crop in case of invasion. The
Mahomedans sceing when they attacked the country, a fourth was taken by the
Hindoos, they then assumed the right of taking one-fourth of the produce also,
and in this way the land-tux has gradually increased from a tenth to a fourth of
the produce.

1381. When you say that it was considered lawful to do this, do you mean
that there is some law or institute recognized by the people of the country at
large >—Yes; the law of Vidya Ranya, who flourished under the Bijanuggur
Government. In that work it is stated that no prince ought to take more than
a sixth, and that was the recognized law in many parts of the South of India.
"Phis lawgiver flourished in the 14th century, in the country of Canara, where
the capital of that government was cstablished, and it was from theme that this
law went abroad. This law does not affect the north of India.

1382. But when the prince was called upon to defend the country from
invasion, it was then legitimate 1o take a fourth?—Yes: and that fourth has
indeed been recognized by Menu as far back as 800 ycars before Christ.

1383. Have you any reason to believe that levying more than a sixth, without
a sufficient reason for so doing, would have created disaffection or revolt amongst
the people ; supposing there had been no invasion and no urgent necessity for
the increase of the tax, would the prince, levying more than a sixth, have been
likely to be deposed:—I belicve that many revolutions have taken place on account
of increasing the tax in India at different times, under the Hindoo Govern-
ment.

1384. Mr. Lewis.] To what time do you refer —It is a question of history;
I cannot exactly say at what period it has happened.

1385. Has it happened within the last 200 or 300 years ?—Certainly not.

1386. Hasit happencd since the establishment of the Mogul government 2—
Tam speaking of the government of the Hindoos.

1387. Has it happened since the establishment of the Mogul government ?
~—There have been revolutions ; there was a great revolution, I do not remember
the time, but there was a great revolution in consequence of the increase of the
land-tax in Malabar once in ancient times. If by the Mogul government, I
am to understand the present dynasty, represented in its fallen fortunes by the
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King of Delhi, I reply, that among its ancestors and founders were Baber,
Acber'and Aurungzib ; the' two former the greatest princes of the age in which
they lived, and who' respected the rights of the Hindoo peasantry ; the latter,
while he cherished the cultivators, disgusted by a poll-tax the rest of his subjects.
He was undoubtedly the most powerful sovereign of the East during the 17th
century ; but this unwise measure led to a revolution among the Hindoos, which
commenced in his reign, and ended in less than half a century, by the utter
annihilation’ of the Mogul government, and by the recognition of the Hindu
rule of the Marrattas, from Tanjore on the south, to the bunks of the Sutledge
on the north.

1388. Are the records of the anti-Mahomedan period in India very perfect or
credible %—The records that I have alluded to in mybook are from original records,
published by Europcans.

1389. Are they drawn from authentic and contemporary sources ?—T should
say so ; there can he no question as to the amount of land-tax now existing in
Ceylon, which I derive from Percival, Bertolacci and others, who have written on
the subject ; and there is no question as to the amount of the land-tax now
existing in Cochin and Travancore.

1390. Mr. George Thompson.] Is there a universal tradition that in ancient
times the tax was a sixth 2 —Yes.

1391. The Institutes of Menu are extant, and does he not statc that a prince
who, without the pretext of war being made on his own country, takes more than
a sixth, shall go to hell when he dies >-—Vidia Ranya says so.

1392. The'tax has been increased subsequently, I suppose ? —Yes.
in the Institutes of Menu and Vidia Ranya both state that a fourth was the
Hindoo war-tax.

1303. The Mahomedans had not the fear of hell before their eyes, and they
took nrore than a sixth >—They continued the whole tax they found, a fourth.

1304. Will you explain how the system established by Lord Cornwallis in
1793 affected, if it affected at-all, these village institutions ?—1I ought to state
that ‘as there was a head-man and a record-keeper in every village, so there was
a head-man and record-keeper of every district, and that chief man was called
the zemindar.

1305. Was he connected with every village ?—He had a certain number of
villages under him, which constituted a county ; he was, in fact, the count of
the county ; he had an estate of his own, and the officc was in most instances
hereditary ; his duty was to kecp the peace, to maintain the roads, and to
collect the taxes, andy we found him in that position as the collector of the taxes.

1396. Will you have the gooduess to explain generally, and as briefly as pos-

* sible, what are the systems of land-tax prevailing over India >—The system of

land-tax in Bengil and Bahar, and part of Orissa, is under the zemindary system;
that in a great portion of the Madras provinces is denominated the ryotwary
system,'and that tyotwary system has been cxtensively introduced into the Bombay
territory.’ In the zemindary system, a contract is made with the head man of the
distriet or county, who has been constituted by law, since 1793, the proprietor
of the whole county.
1397. Chairman.] Is the sum which the zemindar pays to the Government a
fixed and unchangeable sum ?— Yes. -
1398. For a term of years, or for ever ?—For 99 years ; it is considered a per-
manent settlement, '
1399. What is the power which the zemindar has over the cultivators, his
tenants ;' has he the power to raise the rent or to lower it, as a landowner in this
country 'has, or has he any greater or more absolute power >—The regulations
requiré that he shall collect his rents according to custom, but that question'has
never been defined; it was complained of by Lord Hastings, the Governor-
general; and by all persons who have looked into the subject, because it never
has been' defined ; the courts cannot define it, of course, so that it is very loose ;
in fact, e has an absolute power over his ryots, and he regulates his pro-
ceedings according to:theit inclination or power to resist. T
1400, Mr. ' George' Thompson.] The amount fixed in 1793 was upon the
average collection for the ten preceding years 7—VYes, I believe that was the
principle upon which it was made. : ' T
1401. Since that 'perfod cultivation has extended greatly in those provinces?
~-Very gréatly.. '
! 1402, Do
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1402. Do Europeans who settle on. the banks of the Ganges, under. that system,» Major-zen. Brigzs,
become the proprietors of the land, or do they occupy land under the zemindars ————
or proprietors of the country >—They occupy land under different tenures; since 10 Maich 1848,
the charter of 1888, they have been permitted to purchase and occupy, land ; they '
either rent the land, or purchase it outright;. they purchase:the rights of the:
zemindars from them. . . L

1403. Have not some Europeans become zemindars by purchasing zemin-
daries*—I believe so; I find in the Bengal and. Agra Register, that there are 374
Europeans settled permanently in the country, as indigo aud sugar:planters, in
those countries where the permancnt settlement has been made. ¥

1404. Explain, as briefly as you can, the nature of the ryotwar system,
as contradistinguished from the permanentsettlement ? —The natuve of the ryot-
war system is, to make a settlement with each individual occupying.land. There
are three deseriptions of occupants.of the land, freeholders, copylhqlders and
tenants at will. The ryotwar system has .a tendency to level all distinctions of
that kind ; the freeholder is no longer a proprietor, because he now: holds direct
from the Government ; the copyholder also holds direct from the Gowvermment,
and the settlements are made directly with the collectors of the Goyvernment ; all
of which has a tendency to break up those village, institutions I haye dgscribed.

1405. What is the process going on iu the North-western Provinces now i—7The
settlement is there made, not with the zemindars, .whe. were only praprictors of
a small portion of the land; but with the sharcholders of each village. This
is the scttlement suggested by me in' my work on the:land-tax,; which was
afterwards adopted. ‘The regulations were sent to e at Nagparg; by Mr.

Trevelyan, to look at before being carried out ; but the sestlement, is-not a per-
manent one; it is only for a certain number of years. . L

1406. To what district docs that refer7—To the North-western Provinces.

1407. Mr. G. Thompson.] For how long. a period is the tax fixed in, those
provinces ?—First of all, ‘it was suggested for 20. years, but it. was afterwards
continued for 30 years, and it has now extended to 30 years, The assessment
has been made upon the whole village ; the village freeholders assess themselves ;
and they pay direct to the Government, the other occupants of land hqlding; of
them as tenants, T

1408. Under the other system prevailing in. Madras, is.the assessment an-
nual 7-—It was not so intended by Sir Thomas. Munro ;' it, was,expegted by lim
to have been permanent; but as the usscssment is by. fur .too. heavy, angd never
can be paid, annual remissions arc made from the expectant revenue, ynd there-
fore it is left much to the discretion of the collector.to remit the pertion which
he thinks fit to relinquish. e

1409. Chairman.] Will you state. more particularly what, are the. distrigts
where the zemindary system and where the ryotwar system. prevail 2—The
zemindary system prevails in Bengal and Behar. Lot e

1410. Does that include the whole of the country within. the, Bengal Presi-
dency 2—No ; all-the country to the esstward and southward ol Benapes, and
extending south to about Ganjam. The zemindary system has also beeu carrjed,
but not to the same extent, into the Madras Provinces, and.into.the. Northern
Circars, between Ganjam and Masulipatam., In 1801 it .was carried out in the
particular village' which I have described. T o

1411."How far does the ryotwhar system extend 2—It, extends over the
whole of the ceded districts, and generally over the greater part,, of the Madras
provinces, partially over the Bombay Presidency. . . 1. . .

' 1412. Viscount Jocelyn.] Does the system prevail much in the Bombay, Pre-
sidency r~—I think that, the system prevails, under the. Bombay. Pregidepcy;;. I
believe -that ‘the Bombay collectors, come in contact.iwjth: all tlle;,ipdiyiqﬁlals
cultivating the land. : T S

1413. Mr. Gi. Thompson.] You stated that you considered:the land-tax one of
-the obstacles to the extended eultivation of cotten.in, Iudia ;' did you refer to.the
nature of the systcm, or to the amouut levied upon the peaple >—It has reference,
of course, to the amount, but it has.also referenee w0 the'system. '\, vy - iy

1414. Have you looked to the condition of the cultivator of the cotton in
Guzerat, or in Centfal India, or in the Mudras Presidency, in.connexion with
the lant-tax and the production of cotton *—Yes, . . i 0 [ b

1415. In stating ta the Committee that you.regazd the Jand-tax.as an impedi-
ment, are you prepared to point out to the Committee in whatway it i an

0.41.. Q3 impediment
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impediment of the extended cultivation of cotton, and if so, will you give the
Commnittec an example? —The effect of the assessment in the ceded districts was
this : the land actually cultivated at the time of the survey in 1801 was 911,803
acres, and after the survey it was found. of the land actually cultivated with
cotton, that a diminution of 74,845 acres had taken place in the growth of that
very district of Bellary and Kurpah ; I speak of the survey assessment made by
Sir Thomas Munro.

1416. What change in the assessment followed that survey; was there an
increase of the land-tax 2—No diminution took place at the time, though
recommended by Sir Thomas Munro, as far back as 1307.  When he had com-
pleted the survey, he thought that he had taken a great deal too much of the crop;
he had estimated that it was competent to the people to give 50 per cent. to the
Government, but he found that that was too much, and he then proposed a
remission of 33 per cent. of the tax upon the lands not irrigated, and 25 per cent.
upon those that were irrigated.  The Government did not adopt that recom-
mendation then, but he was enabled, when he became Governorin 1827, to carry
it into effeet ; he made a reduetion, but I believe that since that reduction the
assessment has ever been realized without annual remissions.

1417. Chatrman.] You stated that by the survey there were 911,803 acres of
cotton cultivation in 1801 ?-—Yes, but after the survey, it is stated Dy the
colleetor of Bellary, that 74,845 acres of the land growing cotton had been
abandoned in a district which had before not only supplied its own wants, but
the surrounding country, at the time of the report.

1418, Docs the collector attribute that to the mistake that was made in the

“increase of the assessment at that time 2—1e merely states the fact that it was

s0; he is also called upon to state what was the average price of cultivating
cotton, and the net profit, and the collector of Bellary states that on five acres
the profits to the cultivator is only 24, 114.

1419. Mr. G. Thompson.] Have vou any other instance showing a falling
off' in the cultivation of cotton after an augmentation of the land-tax ?—I have
not finished my answer. 1 find Mr. Warden, in giving cvidence hefore the
House of Commons in 1832, states that it requires 11 heegas of land (it has been
stated at 20) to produce 746 1bs. of Guzeret cotton, on which the Government
assessment 1s 56 rupees, or, at 1s. 9 d. a rupee, 4 [. 17s., the asscssment
averaging 11d. on each pound of coton. In the Surat division, he averages the
assessment at 1d. 33 cents; in Kaira, 1d. 13 cents; in Alnnedabad, 1d. 33 cents;
in the Southern Mahratta country, it appears to he 1d. 1.4 cents; in Kattywar
the assessment exceeds five pounds.  Dr. Lush says, “ A candy of cotton may
be purchased at Dharwar at 42 rupees or 3/, 13 s, which would not pay the
assessment in Guzerat.,”  According to Mr. Warden’s statement, the portion
coming to the Government is something like 64 per cent. when the land is
cultivated with cotton.

1420. Chairman.] Can you state any other instance in which any perceptible
change has taken place, either in the number of acres eultivated, or the amount
produced, or in the article produced, in consequence of any change that has been
made in the assessment ?—I think not, T do not think there is any: Dr. Wight
speaks of the various assessments that are made, and complains that they vary
very much in different parts of the country in the south of India.

1421. Mr. C. Villiers.] Have you suggested any plan for an alteration of the
assessment? —I think that the assessment which is now in prozress in the Noxth-
western Provinces preserves the institutions of the people, and is most advan-
tageous both to the Government and to the cultivator, if it were made permanent ;
it 1s now only for 30 years, and I think that no Europeans will go and settle in
a country where the assessment is only for that time, and is liable to constant
change.

1422. Did 1 not understand you to state that you did not object to the
principle of the assessment of the land ?—No, not to the principle of the land
assessment in India, founded upon the principle of an income-tax, leaving villagers
to make the assessment amongst themselves; I look upon that as much more
advantageous than the Government going into the details of every field, nor do
I believe that the assessment of fields would ever last. 1 have here g table,
showing the price of corn for 600 years at Eton College, which shows that no
such asscssment could last.

YEARS.
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v Numfl_;er of N Average I’({ive Highest Price llonc:tt l'(lii( ¢ Mejor-geu. Briggs.
ars for eac er Quarter duri c duri r Quarter during
YEARS. c Period. P Sach I’eriod.n8 v r:ﬁzﬁr%:ri‘;{.mg B gnch Period. 5 10 March 1848,
£ s d £ s d £. s d
1202 to 1223 - - 21 116 4 2 3 - - 16 -
1223 to 1244 - - 21 - 8 14 -10 - - 6 -
1244 to 1289 - - 45 412 6 6 16 - 1 8 -
1289 to 1338 - - 41 118 8 H 18 6 6 -
1338 to 1369 - - 41 1 810 3 2 2 - b6 -
1369 to 1416 - - 46 1 - 8} 117 4 -18 11
1416 to 1451 - - 35 1 1 33 213 4 - 8 -
1451 to 1497 - - 46 -14 1 117 - - 3 8
1497 to 1560 - - 63 -10 - 110 - - 2 -
1660 to 1601 - - 41 2 7 5} 412 - - 8 -
1601 to 1636 - - 35 2 6 - 218 - 1 8 -
1636 to 1670 - - 34 213 1} 1 6 - 1 6 -
1670 to 1700 - - 30 2 9 1 311 - 1 5 -
1700 to 1733 - - 33 2 2 - 318 - 1 6 -
1733 to 1750 - - 27 113 9 2 3 - 1 4 3
1750 to 1764 - - 14 -19 = 116 2 -10 7
1764 to 1799 - - 35 2 7 - 3 3 b 2 3 2
1799 to 1805 - - 6 4 1 G} 518 - 212 4

From 1202 to 1223, the average price of wheat appears to have been
1/. 16s. 4d. Let us suppose an assessment made with the utmost possible
accuracy, setting aside all the difficulties of arriving at that perfection, at
one-third of the gross produce, being 12s. 1id.; let us, for the sake of
argument, imagine this assessment to_ have heen made in the year 1215, and
that owing to the money value of wheat, the peasant had paid this tax for eight
years; lct us now examine the recorded value of wheat during the very next
21 years, and we shall perccive, that so far from being cnabled to pay a tax of
12s. 14d., the cultivator never obtained, during the whole period, in any one
year, a higher price than 10s. for the quarter of wheat, and during the greater
part of the 21 years he only received 6. ; the whole gross produce heing in the
latter case less than onc-half the amount of the tax. But do not letit be supposed
that this is an unfair example ; during the ensuing 45 years, the average price of
wheat rose to 4 /. 12s. 6d. ; had the assessment been made at that time, the tax,
if only onc-third, would hate amounted to 1/. 10s. 10d.; whereas during the
next 45 years, the entire average produce was 1 /. 18 5. 8., and during the suc-
ceeding century, did not exceed 14 3 s. per quarter.  In the following 100 years
the average amounted to only 12s. 03d. the quarter; these calculations are
made in the money of the present day, and will be better understood by
reference to the tables themselves. At what period, 1 ask, would the ryotwar
assessors of the moncy value of one-third or two-fifths of the produce, select to
make their scttlement, and when made, is it likely the revenue could be
collected without remissions for five years together?  Colonel Read, the
originator of the ryotwar system, after an expericnce of five years, in address-
ing his assistants In a letter dated 12 April 1798, requiring their opinions,
observes, para. 9, * The radical defect in it appears to be our over-assessment,
which augments the public and reduces the private property in the soil to such
a degrec as to involve the nccessity of ousting all hetween Government and
the cultivators, and making their concerns the objects of its attention; that is
the principal objection to the lcase ; it impedes agriculture, and obstructs the
ordinary course of justice.” This system has been constantly assailed hy ouc
branch of the civil service at Madras, while, on the other hand, it has its advocates.
When first introduced, it was thus described by the Board of Revenue of
Madras : ** Ignorant of the truc resources of the newly-acquired countrics, as of
the precise nature of their landed tenures, we find a small hand of forcign
conquerors no sooner obtaining possession of a vast extent of territory, peopled
by various nations, differing from cach other in language, customs and habits,
than they attempt what would be decmed an Herculean task, or rather a
visionary project, even in the most civilized countries of Europe, of which every
statistical information is possessed, and of which the Government and the
people are onc, viz., to fix a land rent, not on each province, district or county,
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nor op cach estate or farm, but on eyery separate ficld in their dominions. In
support of  this s,upposed,lm(f)r{wement, we find them unintentionally disselving
the ancient ties which united the republic of each Hindoo village, and, by a kind
of agrarian law, newly assessing and.parcelling out the lands, which from time
immemorial Uelongid to tho Village cammunity collectively, not only among the
individual members of privileged orders, but gven among the inferior tenantry ;
we observe them ignorantly denying, and Dy their denial abolishing, private
property in, thg and ;. resyming what belonged to a public body (the rental to
all the proprietors,) and can?crring in lieu, of it, a stipend in monecy on one
individual; professing to limit their demand on cach field; and, in fact, by
establishing for such limit ah unattainable maximum, asscssing the ryot at
discretion ; and, like the Mussulinan government which preceded them, binding
the cultivator by force to the plough ;. compelling him to till land acknowledged
to be' over-assessed ; dragging  hind ‘.mcE if he. absconded; deferring their
demand upon him until Lis crop came to maturity ; then taking from him all
that could he obtained, and Jeaving to him nothing but his bullocks and sced
grain; nay, perhaps, obliged to pupi)]y him even with these in order to enable
him to resume his melancholy task of toiling for others.”  With. these recorded
sentiments before me, pud with the experieuce of several years, I am decidedly
averse to the ryotwar system of assessment and collection.

1423. Yoy have not suggested to this Committee any other mode in which the
same amount of revenue could be collected, than by assessing the. land in
India ?—No; 1 think that an asscssment of the land is a very good mode of
realizing, revenue, pravided the assessment is sufficiently low, and the tax is laid
upon the proper persons; aud that it does not alter the institutions of the
country.

1424. Have you taken into consideration its hearing npon other products
which we haveimported, and desire to extend the import of into this country?—
Yos. . . :

1425, Do yon consider that the Government of India can collect the same
revemie that they do at present constantly, with our extending those imyports,
sceing that they are products of the land ?—If I am to understand that it v.ould
be an advantage to relieve the land from the tax, producing particular articles,
T 'should certainly not recommend any bonus to be given for the produce of any
such ; I think it is much better that the farmers themselves should be left to find
out what was, most advantageous to themselves than to make taxes light upon
any particular products, '

1420, You understand the nature .and, purpose of this inquiry; that the
Commnttee arc inquiring as to whether we can extend the cultivation of cotton,
£0 as to bring it to this country in larger quantitics, observing also, that we have
to compete with that article comping from another country where the same fiscal
system Hoes not exist.  Now, considering the necessity of continuing the assess-
ment op‘the land, do you think that thiat would not he a permanent impediment
to our competing with the cotton of America 2—1.think, 1f made sufficicutly low
and permpnent, that it would not prevent it; but I think contemporaneously
with that, that It would he necessary, to make the transport of the article much.
cheaper thap, it is at present; L. think that the, question of roads is very iati-.
mately qgnnchéﬂ with the snbject. ', Co .

1427. 'You do not think that the land-tax ig a conclusive impediment to our
extending the growth of cotton 71 da not think it is ; in some parts the land-
tax is‘much too heavy, but in other. parts I donot think it is an obstruction.

1428. You think that with other and more improved facilities for bringing
(t!hg qgtiop here, wo still might compete. with other countries?—I have no.

oubt of it. . . ; , o .

1420 M. G. 'ﬂnnz])éo;z.] Take Guzerat for instance ; what settlement would
you proposc should be aade withy the gultivators, of that district 7—It depends
very much whether the same institutions which prevail in other parts in the
Northewestern, Provinces of India prevail in Guzerat ;. if they do, I should
recqummend that alq scttlement of the North-western Provinces should be extended
to Gl,lzemt;' and if, again, it 5 to be made .upon each field, I should recommend
something like a corn assessment, or corn-rents, which should be assessed on a
certain portion of the edible corn of the locality, as is,the practice in Scotland,
allowing the cultivators o grow cotton: or sugar, or whatever they like.

1430. What proportion of the crop would you take ?—I do not think that

even
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even a sixth of the crop, which would represent 50 per cent. of the income of
the landholder, would be considered by the natives as too heavy, considering
that they are not oppressed with othe}' taxes. ‘ ‘

1431. Sir Edward Colebrooke.] Will you state upon what principle the asséss-
ment is fixed in the south of India, Madras and Bombay, and those districts
with which you have been acquainted t—In the south of India, in the Coimbatoor
districts, the assessments have not been changed from the original assessment
of the Hindoos; but the assessment made by Mr. Hurdis in 1801 was an
extremely light assessment; I believe the Coimbatoor district has flourished
under that very light assessment, and stands out quite in relief from the others,
With regard to the assessment made under Sir Thomas Munro, he assumed that
the assessment would be permancnt if he should take the value of one-half of the
crop; but as the amount of onc-half of the produce, if taken in corn even, would
have borne very heavily upon the people, yet, when assessed in moncy, it required
that every field should yield the same quantity of grain, and that that grain should
also produce the same amount of money to render it permanent, and as these
are always changable, of course the assessment became heavy according to the
price of the grain.

1432. Did that half of the produce take more than the usual rent of the land,
if that land had been let to any occupant ?—Yes ; Sir Thomas Munro’s assess-
ment failed in consequence ; it did not last for a single year, and they were
obliged to make remissions in the next year.

1433. They are made every year?—Every year; it failed as a permanent
settlement, it is an annual assessment, and as it amounts to more than ever
can be paid, it is left to the discretion of the collector to remit, or to take as much
as he chooses.

1434. Viscount Jocelyn.] Did I understand you to say, in answer to a ques-
tion put to you, that the Coimbatoor district is not under Sir Thomas Munro’s
settlement P—The scttlement was made by an assistant of Sir Thomas Munro ;
Tippoo had made very little change in the district ; in other districts Tippoo’s
assessment was very heavy, and Sir Thomas Munro’s asscssment was made upon
the principle of Tippoo’s, that of taking half the crop.

1435. Chairman.] You stated that the Coimbatoor district has flourished,
and that the assessment there made by Mr. Hurdis in 1801 was very light ?—
Much lighter than any where elsc ; the asscssment in the Coimbatoor district,
I have understood, was light; the assessment of Sir Thomas Munro was an
agsessment made upon the actual collections of the 10 preceding years, and he
fixed the assessment at that, and then distributed it upon the good, the bad, and
the indifferent ground, according to the survey made, and the assessors who
were made the judges, came there fixed it as good, bad and indifferent.

1436. That assessment was so high that it has never been reached, heing
fixed above the point at which it can be paid, and that now remains actually as
a discretionary matter with the collectcr *—Yes, and such, I hear, is very
much the case in Guzerat at this moment.

1437. Sir Edward Colebrooke.] When it is left to the discretion of the col-
lector, it is practically left to the discretion of a host of subordinate officers
scattered throughout the country ?—No doubt; the collector has perhaps
100,000 cultivating ryots under him, whom he has to settle with; of course
he cannot personally scttle with all.

1438. He has to fix the amount of their payments arbitrarily every year f—
Yes ; there is a fixed assessment, which they have to pay, and the collcctor has to
consider how much is to be remitted.

1439. What, according to your knowledge, has been the condition of the
proprietors under that assessment >—They are generally described to be in a
very impoverished state.

1440. Is there not great shifting of tenures under that settlement?—Yes,
very great.

1441. Are they not constantly varying ?—Yes; the permancncy of the
holding no longer exists ; people are always shifting from on¢ land to another
There is one part of the system that it is very important to consider, which is,
that of making advances ; the Government, in order to get the land cultivated,
as they assess upon every new parcel of land, are in the habit of making ad-
vances in order to get the land cultivated, and that land is granted upon more
advantageous terms than other lands, and of course the effect of these advances
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is to withdraw the labouring people from under the farmers who had capital, to
go aud cultivate by their own resources, and to bring a vast quantity of produce,
which would not otherwise be hrought into the market, into it. This has a ten-
dency to reduce the prices, and consequently to make the assessment much heavier
upon those farmers cultivating the old lands; and thus the whole commercial
system of the country is affected by the kind intentions of the Government in
furnishing day-labourers with capital at easy rates.

1442. Did not Sir Thomas Munro recommend a reduction of the assessment?
—Yes, in 1807, but it was not carried into effect until 1827, when he became
Governor.

1443. Have yon been acquainted with the effect of that reduction in those
districts 7—I was not resident in the country myself; but 1 was going hackwards
and forwards hetween 1832and 1835 ; it did not appear to me to have made any
very great ditference in the condition of the people.

1444. Do you consider that the asscssment still remains too high 7--It
remains too high, because it is never realized, even at the present day.

1445. Of course no proprictary right can cxist in those territories 2—Of
course not.

1446. Charrman.] When you say that the assessment eannot he realized, you
allude, I presume, to the reduced assessment in 1827 *—Yes.

1447. Mr. Plowden.] What was the reduction *—It was proposed to be
33 per cent., or one-third, upon the land not irrigated, and 25 per cent. upon
the land irvigated.

1448. Sir Edward Colebrooke.] You have stated that the Government makes
advances to the cultivators ; are there no village capitalists, as in other parts of
India, who make advances*—Yes; but the Government are in the habit of
advancing money upon much more advantageous terms than they could get it
from the bankers.

1449. Do the bankers demand very high rates of interest #-—Yes, seldom less
than 24 per cent. 5 but with the cultivators the practice is to advance the money
at the rate of the corn at the period of advance, and to receive the value of a
double quantity back again.

1450. When such a large interest is demanded, does not that show that the
advance is made on a very insceure tenure ?— Certainly, it would indicate
that.

1451. You would not therefore be surprised if British merchants felt great
hesitation to advance money under thosc circumstances ?—I do not think that
they would.

1452. Have you ever heard of British merchants doing so 2—No, there are
no Europeans in any other parts of the country, except where the settlement has
been made permanent in Bengal.

1453. Mr. Plowden.] You stated that it would he much more to the advan-
tage of the cultivator to obtain the money fromn the Government 2—Yes.

1454. Sir Edward Colebrooke.] You have stated that your objection was
principally 1o the obstacle presented to the cultivation of cotton, by the amount
of the assessment; do you conccive that the ryotwar system of land revenue
might stand and be collected with facility, provided the assessment were low 27—
T think, if the settlement were made upon the principles 1 have stated, of a corn-
rent, it might stand very well; and 1n Madras there are all the materials for
making it ; you have ascertained the different degrees of fertility of the soil,
the measure, and every thing of that sort. I do not think that in the Madras

rovinces you could introduce permanent settlement, asall the village institutions
ﬁave becn interfered with,

1455. If the settlement were fixed at a low rate, the ryots would acquire
proprietary rights to the seil 2—Yes.

1456. Does not the proprietary right exist in other parts of India 7—1I believe
proprietary rights exist to a certain extent in some parts of Mysore, and they
exist under the native princes in many parts; in Travancore, I believe; in
Malabar, and the districts along the coast ; in Bangalore, where the assessment is
very light, and in Tanjore also it is exceedingly light, it is only 15. 6d. an acre.

1457. Is the condition of the ryots superior in those districts -~The condition
of thosc persons who hold lands so as to be able to sell them, is much better,
but ryot is a general term signifying merely a subject; there are different

descriptions of ryots, and different descriptions of tenure in a village. The

village
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village zemindar is of a different class, I take it, from the persons who hold lands
from him; thereare the freeholder ryots und the tenantry ryots; therc are, in fact,
three descriptions of cultivators in all villages.

1458. Mr. Wilson Patten.] Did you not state that in the majority of cases
the collectors had to make a remission of the assessment?—Yes, wherever the
ryotwar system prevails. o '

1450. In the great majority of instances the collectors hiad to make a remis-
sion ?—Yes ; where the ryotwar system prevails a remission is usually made.

1460. Do you happen to'know whether the collector renders any account of
the remissions he makes to the Government 7—VYes.

1461. Does he state the causes of the remissious ?—Yes, always ; he states the
causes, and the Board of Revenue take it into consideration whether those causes
are just or not.

1462. Ias it ever come to your knowledge what has been the remission in
any particular district with regard to the general amount of the assessment 7—-1
recollect, in Candecish, that I thought it necessary to make a remission of 25 per
cent. upon the revenues ; [ think it was three lacs out of 14, [ recommended, in
1822 and 1823,

1463. Over what extent of district was that? - -Candeish comprises about
13,000 square miles.

1464. Was that remission given to the whole district, without discrimination?
—No, the remissions were made upon villages.

1465. 1t was not a general remission, but the total amount of the remnissions
made in individual cases amounted, on the whole collection, to what you state ?
—Yes, the diflerence between 11 Jaes and 14 lacs 5 the country had been deluged
with rain, whole villages had been swept away along the banks of the Taptee,
and the remissions were made in that part of the country only ; in some cases
no assessment at all was made upon a village; but that was a sudden calamity,
and I thought it was absolutcly necessary to make the remissions.

1406. That was an extrordinary occurrence ?2—VYes.

1407. Speaking generally, and taking the average collection of a number of
years in a district, what would you state was the average amount of the remission
made ?—In the district of Candeish there was no permanent settlement made ;
no fixed revenue.

1408. Could you give the Committee any other idea of the average amount
of the remissions in any district >—No, I am not competent to state; that will
be found in the records of the East India House, and some of the gentlemen
examined here could better give that information.

1409. If you were asked to point out a part of India in which there have
been greater remissions of an assessment than in another, which portion should
you select ¢ —I should say wherever the ryotwar settlement prevailed; it depends
much upon the seasons what remissions are necessary.

1470. What are the circumstances beside the seasons, which as a collector
you have taken into consideration in the remission of the assessment? —Where
it has been fixed as it has been by Sir Thomas Munro, I know from expericuce
that the assessment is never realized ; that is to say, the whole of the village
assessment being made by fields, one individual by cultivating a more valuable
produce than usual, and the market price being high, perhaps he may he able to
pay it, but then only for a year or so.

1471. If in the course of your collection you had observed that one of the
ryots had cultivated his land in a less profitable manner than his ncighbour,
should you have considered that a circnmstance entitling him to a remission ?—
1t would be difticult for any collector, with a district of 13,000 square miles to
go into such detail as that.

1472. You cannot state whether such a circumstance would be taken into con-
sideration at all by the collector # — The collector would naturally conclude that
the map would do the best he could with his good land, and cultivate the most
advantageous crop.

1473. But the man’s judgment having failed him in a particular instance,
would that form a consideration and a resason for a remission of the assessment?
—1 think that the collector would consider the fact of the land not being able
to pay it from the produce, and that when he took into consideration the produce
and the price together, seeing that it would be impossible for the cultivator to
pay such an amount of assessment, he would make a remission upon it.
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1474. You have stated that you think the assessment generally is too high ;
are you prepared, having paid great attention to the subject, to recommend any
particular abatcment of the assessment as a general principle’—The assessment,
of course is hi¥h or low, according to the value of the produce; if we take it
in pounds, shillings and pence, we shall consider that the assessment for England
would be extremely low; but if the assessment bears a very large proportion to
the value of the whole crop, it is exceedingly high ; it is not according to the'
value of the amount in spetie that the assessment is high or low, but as it has
reference to what the valuc of the crop raised would fetch in the market.

1475. Could any fair reduction of the general assessment be made without a
re-survey of the various districts>—I do not think that any assessment could be
made with any advantage upon fields; 1t would be impossible for a Government
over countries, as large as Europe, to assess field by field to a very large amount ;
such an assessment could not be permanent.

1476. The object of this Committee being to ascertain whether the land
assesstaent is an obstacle to the cultivation of cotton, will you state what your
recominendation would be with regard to the assessment, so as to remove the
obistacle which it presents 2—As a general answer, I would recommend the
Government to lower the assessment wherever it is found to he too heavy.

1477. That is tantamount to a re-sugvey of whole districts >—Yes ; but the value
of the produce of the fields varies so much, and depeuds so much upon circum-
stances, that I do not think it is competent to any government to make a perma-
nent assessment ypon fields. )

1478. Would you still leave the matter to the discretion of the collector, with
directions that he should make certain allowances, or how would you proceed ?—
I should propose that there should he a corn assessment, and that the value should
be 'taken according to the valne of the corn in the market ; that it should he upon
the principle of a corn-rent, in those cases where the institutions of the country
have not hegn subverted by any agents of our own or the agents of other Govern-
ments, and the original institutions have not been subverted, in the North-western
provinces, where these new assessments have been made; and wherever these are
to be found, I should recommend that the assessments should be made permanent
on whole villzlgos.

1479. You would rccommend that a corn-rent should be established as the
foundation of all other assessments F—Wherever you cannot make an assessment
with a whole village; if you can make an asscssment with a whole village, and
you know you are making it with the real proprictors of the land, independently
of tenants of any description, I think the advantage then would be to make an
assessment of the whole village, as has been done in Bengal, and that would
lcad to the extension of cultivation; waste lands would be taken in, which
would, of course, not be asscssed, and the assessment would then become gra-~
dually lower in consequence of the waste lands; being exempted ; and by
that mcans I consider that the assessment in Bengal on fields has been very
much reduced ; I believe Mr. Colebrooke estimates that the assessment does not
now c¢xeeed more than four annas an acre, which is about sixpence ; whereas,
when the settlement was first made, the assessment was as in otl}er countries, one,

two and three rupces an acre; this reduction has taken place in consequence of
the waste lands being cultivated and no assessment being levied upon them,
which! would not have occurred if the system had hecn carried out as in the
Madras provinces. - :
1480. Have you heard the evidence given by the preceding witnesses ?—+Yes.
“1481. 'Sir James Hogg.] Ts not the land-tax now throughout all India levied
with reference to the productive quality of the soil, and not with reference to the
py6aug¢;‘?‘__——wlt, is levied on the supposition 'that thg‘ soil will produce a certain
crop, but 1" should be very little satisfied with the judgment of the individwals.
who fixed the value upon the land. o i
i .1482..Is not the value of the land the present standard of the taxation, and:
not the kindof, prodnee?—It is not levied .now as it was formerly, upon the
aticles raised upem, the land, but the taxation of the .1a‘nd|11§: levicd upon what
they used to pay when those articles were raised, because find a genf':lgméﬁ'
saying that the cotton laqul;ls..as mauch as 14s, ap, acre, and the rice land 18" as
much as 21 10s. an acre; Mr. Inverarity, in the Southern Mahratta coutitry,
states that, '

TERY)
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1483. There was a time when,the land-tax was assessed with reference to the Major-gen. Driges,
produce itself and the crop?—Yes. . o s nce M‘Jof fn____ '
1484. That is; no longex the case ?—That is no longer the case; but certainly 10 March 1848,
1 understand that..it,ia now levied according to.the conceived notions of the
capability of .the land to grow certain crops. When I was in Capdeish, when
land was grown with wheat, it paid 12 rupees a beega, or one-third of an acre, and .
when cultivated with sugar, it paid 80 rupecs a.beega, equivalent to 18/, an;
acre : of course no sugar could be cultivated under such circumstances ; hut that
is not the case now. . : C e e L :
' 1‘:}85. The, tenant himself is left perfectly free to cultivate what he likes?
—Yes. , , ‘ .
1480. Are you of opinion that lic ought to be left perfectly free to cultivate
what hé likes '—Certainly. - . Lo ‘ '
1487. The taxation now is a money. assessment, is it nqt 7—Yes.
1488. Can you statc thc average money assessment taken in Dharwar, Coim-
batoor and. the Southern Mahratta states, which arc great cotton-g owing
countries, atso mucly per beega or per acre !—I find Mr. Inverarity, the coilector,
of Belguam, writes on the 13th of January 1847, I believe that the highest rate
that cotton land pays in this zillah division, is scven rupees; that is, 14s. an,
acre.” '
1489, What district does he refer to 7—He is the collector at Belgaum, near
Dharwaur. : '
1490. What is thé lowest price %—He does not give the lowest price. He says
that rice lunds pay from 20 to 25 rupces, 2/. and 2/ 10s. an' acre; but by the
introduction of the survey this assessment will probably be reduced two-thirds.

1491. Has there not been a very recent survey made of the Dharwar district,
and the Southern Mahratta district, where there has been a considerable reduc- |
tion made r—1I presume so; I heard so. '

1492. Is not the tax high in Broach ?—I understand so. ‘ o

1493. Yormerly it was made with reference to the crop, and Broach was
forwmerly a great cotton-growing district, and the tax is now, you are aware,
ordered. to be reduced ?—Yes, I believe so. , . ‘ '

1404 In the North-west Provinces, where the recent survey has been made,
and where you spoke of the settlement of 30 years, are you acquainted with the
general principle that guided the commissioncrs; had it amy reference to the
supposed value of the wheat —I understood the settlement to have been made in"
this way, that an average was taken of the previqus 10 years’ actual collection on
each village, and that that average was fixed as the assessment upon the village.

1495. And that being the general rule, where the known rights of the ta-
lookdar intervened as a medium of payment, that being part of the system, I
believe, that was recognized ?—In those parts I believe that there were very
few talookdars; when I was there [ found on the lands where there were np
talookdars, that the villagers themselves set up an individual to represent the
village; the freeholders vary from 20 to 30 and to 200 in each village, and those
share the proprietorship of the land; a settlement was made with tliem ina body.

1496. And somctimes the talookdar intervened who had -a kind of per-
centage ?—The talookdar was established through our regulations ; sceing that
ou regulations did not recognise any scttlement to be made with any individual
of Tess than 500 rupees, but some of the villages did not pay so much.. Those
who paid more always set up one of their own body, a freeholder of the,villagd,
to represent the village community. C S y

: 1497, 1s mot the chief. produce of the North-western .Provinges wheat ?—
[ : o S L
.1498. And the average that was taken would' necessarily'bé a kind of average’
carp-rent, whept being, the great profuce of the North-westera Provincesf —TI!
I was not aware that such was the case. ~ ~ '\ ' - .
1499, Would jt pot be a neccssary consequence if the dveragre was taken for
10 years, dnd the chief ‘produce was wheat, that the average price of wheat was
W,il,‘ql_t,l'?g,l}!p‘qd }'fle asscssment ?—An aveérage ‘was tdken of the ‘sum that had beén:
actually gollleéﬁgg\ from 'g;icli'('vﬂlage';‘l Am ’ﬁot"amx‘e' that’whe?t was the \mly.
ReC: i S T e o L e o
1500, Yoii. 46 hot 'k ot whetticr wheit! Whs ‘or'siot'dn elé‘ment!‘ir‘ the conefe-
dérh%ioh?—'-’—r"m notaware of #£)' 1 - U e T 0 08 Ve s
041 R3 150¥. The-
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1501. The scttlement was made for 30 years >—Yes.

1502. The land assessment is, I believe, almost the only tax to which people
in India are subject?—Many other taxes have been given up by the Govern-
ment.

1503. At the present moment is it not almost the only tax, except upon salt
and opium ?—1I belicve a great deal is raised from customs duties, stamp duties,
and excise duties, which form a very large portion of the revenue.

1504. Do not the taxes paid by individuals form a great proportion of the
revenue received by the state 7—Yes.

1505. It is, in point of fact, in the naturc of a rent paid by the ryot for the
soil he enjoys 2—I cannot call it a rent; a rent is an agrecment hetween two
individuals, but this is a tax, an asscssment, an impost by the Government, and 1
think when we talk of assessing rent we do not make use of language which is
very well understood.

1506. ll¢ pays nothing for the soil, except what he pays to the Government ?
—When he hecomes a proprietor of the soil, a certain portion of the crop belongs
to Government, and according to the ancient law of the gountry, that propor-
tion is the part which docs not belong to him, but to the Government; the
largest belongs to himself, and he can scll his land ; he is perfectly master of it;
the Government cannot dispossess him, nor can it sell his land, but the tax is
imposed upon him by the Government.

1507. 'The principal place where Europeans reside is in Bengal, is it not ?—
Yes ; Bengal, Bahar and Orissa, where a permanent settlement has been made.

1508. You say that they reside where the permanent settlement has been made ;
are you of opinion that the cause of their residence there is the permanent set-
tlement ?7—1 should think it is the principal cause; there is, however, another
cause, namely, that there is a facility in bringing the produce that they raise to the
market down the river, so that there is not only a permanent settlement, where
they can go and purchase land, knowing very well what they have to pay, but
alsg because there is greater facility in bringing the produce to market.

/1500. Is there any of the staple produce of the Indian soil, cultivated under

¢ superintendence, and manufactured generally by Europeans, excepting
indigo, and latterly sugar —Indigo, sugar, and silk; I do not think there 1s
much coffec ; there was somc cultivated in Mysore.

1510. Butis not the great staple which is produced and manufactured by
European capital, and European superintendence, indigo ?-—Yes, it has hitherto
been indigo.

1511. Are not the provinces subject to the permanent scttlement, particularly
Bengal, and more particularly Jessore, peculiarly calculated for the production
of indigo, and is not Jessore the district which yiclds the greatest quantity and
of the best quality ?— Itis the district which yiclds the greatest quantity and the
best quality; indigo is produced also largely at Madras, but of an inferior kind.

1512. The production of Madras or Bombay bears a very minute and insig-
nificant proportion to the whole production of indigo throughout India ?— Yes,
there arc not the same inducements ; the indigo is neither so good, nor are there
the same inducements to invest European capital.

1513. Docs not it occur to you that the fact of that country and district being
calculated to protuce the best indigo and at the lowest cost, has something to do
with the residence of Europcans there ! —No doubt of it.

1514. 1 believe Europcans could not purchase lands anterior to 1834 7—They
could not.

1515. Are you aware that anterior to 1834 the cultivation of indigo had
amounted in some years to the enormous sum of from 150,000/ to 160,000/, a
year P—Very likely.

1510. That anterior to 1834 was produced by Europcans residing in those
districts and producing the indigo exactly as they now do?—1It is truc ; but the
land-tax was settled ; they were able to rent lands, though they could not pur-
chase them.

1517. Are you of opinion that that is the way in which indigo is produced by
Europeans renting lands 7~-1I believe a good deal of it has been produced by
their renting lands ; at all events by coming into immediate contact with the
cultivators of the soil, they, purchase the indigo by making advances to the
cultivators of the soil, who give them the indigo at a fixed rent.

1518, Has
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1518. Has not the system of making advances to the cultivators, who them-
selves grow the plant and sell it at a stipulated price, been not only the general,
but almost the cxclusive, mode of production?—There is a mode of cultivation
called the nij cultivation, which has been ][)rctty extensive, which applies as well
to the purchasing of the indigo plant; but I understand that it is more profitable,
to advance for the purchase of indigo, when it is agreed to reccive the indigo
plant in return for the advance, than to take the cultivation of the land into
their own hands.

1519. By nij cultivation do I understand you to mean the European pro-
prictor cultivating land belonging to himsclf, his own property >—Yes; culti-
vating land which he has rented or purchased by means of labourers.

1520. Anterior to 1834 he could not purchase land #—No, but he could
rent it.

1521. Are not 19-20ths of all the indigo produced in the Presidency of Ben-
gal, and within the provinces you have mentioned in the way I have stated, by
advances to the ryots, who give the plant at a stipulated price *—T believe expe-
rience has shown that that is the best way of raising it.

1522. And anterior to 1834, the usages and regulations, whatever they were,
did not interfere with the cultivation, and an enormous extension of the cultiva-
tion, of indigo ?~-Not previously ; neither then nor subsequently.

1523. I helieve no similar attempt has heen made cither in Central India or on
the Bombay side, by Europeans, with regard to the production of cotton ?-~I
believe not.

1524. Are not its cultivation, its cleaning, and even its purchase on the spot
previously to being sent to Bombay, exclusively done by natives, and through
native masters ? — It is mostly so; there is a Mr. Fenwick, in the Hyder-
aba((li territory, living under the native government, who is a large cotton
trader.

1525. Did you not state that all our experiments had been made since you
left India?—Yes, the subsequent cxperiments of the Americans to grow cotton.

1526. Have you continued to take an interest in India since you left >—Yes.

1527. Do you think that those experiments bave been reasonably successful ?
I think they have been very unsuccessful indecd ; [ think they have only con-
firmed the information we had before.

1528. Then you are adverse to the cultivation of American cotton r—Not at all
adverse to the cultivation of Amecrican cotton ; I think it would be a very great
advantage if the cultivation of American cotton were extended ; but I think the
experiments scemed to have failed almost every where.

1529. Do you think they have failed in Dharwar ?—I do not think the Ame-
ricans had any thing to do with that; Mr. Shaw, the collector, had been very
successful in introducing the plant there. Dr.Wight has introduced nothing new ;
he has continued what Mr. ﬁughcs established 1n 1815 and 1816, and what, in
fact, Mr. Heath proverl in 1820; we have accounts of as good cotton hcing
produced in 1816 as ever was produced by Dr. Wight.

1530. Do you think that the cotton, as it is now grown in India, if it came
home cheap enough, would he very generally used by the manufacturers in
Lancashire >—Do you speak of the Indian cotton ?

1531. Yes; I do not speak of the patches of improved cotton, but the general
class of cotton, as it comes from Bombay and Central India; if it came home a
halfpenny or a penny a pound cheaper than the American, would it be generally
used in Manchester 7—1 think from all I have heard that it would ; I have been
in Manchester, and I have scen some of the looms, and I know that some of the
manufacturcrs use a very large portion of it. I was at Bolton with Mr. Ash-
worth, where he uscd a large portion of the Indian cotton with the American
cotton; they complain of its being very dirty, and in consequence that they
are talken in in the purchase of it; they do not know what they are purchasing,
exactly.

1532. Would you recommend an endeavour to increase the quantity as it now
is, or devoting attention to diminishing the cost and improving the quality of the
cnlture, both for the bencfit of this country and India’—I think that both the
improvement of the Indian cotton, and the cleaning particularly, and an exten-
sion of the American cotton, should be the objects of the people of this country ;
but as to talking of the Government, as a planter or producer, I do not think
that it is a question which the Government has any thing to do with at all.

0.41. R4 1533. Sir

Major-gen. Briggs.
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1533. Sir Edward Colebrooke.] Do you remember a passage in the report of
the Board of Revenue in Madras in 1821, to the following effect : ¢ That minute
accuracy cannot be attained in the Revenue settlements ; but by making the best
approximation to it in our power, we shall avoid all the material evil, for the
surplus produce has in all cases met the utmost extent of our demand” ?—Yes,
the letter is dated the 12th of December 1821. . )

1534. By ¢ surplus produce” do you understand the landlord’s rent 7—Yes.

1535. Would not that passage imply that in many cases more than the surplus
produce had been taken from the cultivators?—Yes, 1 should say so, and that
the Government was aware of it.

1536. Is not this recommendation one implying moderation in not taking
more than the surplus rent >—Yes.

1537. Do you know, practically, of any cases in which more than the surplus
rent has been taken from the cultivators, and that the assessment has trenched
upon their profits and the wages of labour >—Sir Thomas Munro’s assessment
was made upon the principle of taking 50 per cent. of the produce, and that is
more than the surplus produce of any country, I believe; I do not think any
country could afford that. I am supposing that it was a corn rent; but as the
tax is a money tax, it must of course very frequently represent the whole of the

produce. o
1538. Have you known practical instances of the cultivators being ruined and

.driven from their cultivation by the amount of the demand ?—I have heard of

it very frequently in the Madras provinces, of land being abandoned in conse-
quence of the heavy assessments ; and I find Mr. Chaplin saying, with respect to
assessments, “ The fixing of the assessment of waste land is no less an important
operation than that of &eﬁning the rent (tax) of that which is cultivated ; for it
has been found by experience, that where it is rated too low in consequence of
its being waste, the stock of the ryots has aftcrwards been transferred to it from
cultivated land, to the great detriment of the revenue ; great stress has, there-
fore, in the instructions to assessors, becn laid on the subject of relatively equa-
lising the rent tax of waste and cultivated land.” Those are the instructions of
I\I’fr. Chaplin, the Commissioner in the Deccan, in February 1825, for assessing
the land.

1539. Sir James Hogg.] Did I not understand you to say, that with respect to
European capitalists coming, for instance, into the cotton lands, that one of the
difficultics was the fluctuating tenure of the ryots with whom they would have
to deal ; that their rent might be raised onc year and diminished another, but
generally that the fluctuating character of their tenure was calculated to
prevent Europeans going there?—Yes, and to prevent their renting such lands,
if they have to pay the tax.

1540. Or to prevent their advancing to the ryots for the purpose of producing
cotton 7—Yes, inasmuch as they would be very poor ryots ; the ryots are in a
very low condition, and there would be great insecurity in making the
advances.

1541. In the zemindary system in Bengal, the permanent settlement is with
the zemindars?—Yes; and the zemindar has the power to exact, and I am
afraid does exact, as much as he can from the ryot.

1542. The gentlemen who are indigo planters in Bengal have to deal with
the ryots, whose tenures are fluctuating and dcpendent upon the will of the
zemindar r—In many instances.

1543. Almost exclusively ?—I did not find that to be the case; in the
districts that I went into I found that the rights of the ryots had been preserved
under the zemindars, and particularly about Calcutta.

1544. 1 believe, generally speaking, the zemindars get what they can from
the ryots in the indigo districts of Jessore?-—Yes; there, I believe, the original
rights of the ryots have been destroyed, but it is a particular instance.

1545. Is not Jessorc a great indigo district 2—Yes.

1546. And there the indigo planters had to deal with the ryots, who are
entirely at the mercy of the zemindars >—Yes.

1547. I speak of the ordinary cases in Jessore, and the advances made by the
Europeans to the ryots upon a bargain to give them the plant at a stipulated
price ; is not the only difference between the Europeans who cultivate indigo in
Bengal and the Europeans who might wish to cultivate cotton in Bombay, this,

that the ryots in both are fluctuating, but in Bengul they are dependent upﬁn
’ the
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the will of the zemindars, and in Bombay dependent upon the will of the go- Majot-gen. Brisgs.
vernment P—Yes, I believe that the zemindaries and talookdaars were fitst taken
into the hands of the indigo planters; in the first instance, I believe, they rented 10 March 1848,
the villages. = * ‘

1548. Do 'you believe that the indigo planters, in Jessore and other indigo
districts, hold the lands themselves cither permanently or under lease :—My
impression, in giving' that answer, was that' they did; that they rented the
villages, and that then they made their bargains with the villagers.

" 1549. Do you know the fact ?—I have heard it so stated.

1550. Could that have been the fact anterior to 1834 ?—Certainly; it was
competent to'them to rent, but not to purchase land. "

1551. Is it your belicf, from the information you hdve derived, that indigo
was or is produced in Bengal by bodies of planters ‘actually renting the lands
themselves, and not by entering into contracts with the ryots >—I believe they
usually make advances to the ryots, and are repaid in indigo plant. '

1552. Chairman.] Then the fluctuation was put an end to, and much depended
u;})‘on the will of the partics about to find a capital 2—That was 'the mode in
which Europeans came in contact with the ryots. ' :

1553. Sir James Hogg.] Ts it your belicf that the system of indigo cultivation
by indigo planters in India is this, that cither they pay rent to the zcmindar or
rénder themselves responsible for the rent ?—I do not believe they are ever' re-
sponsible for the government revenue. B "
1554. If they rented it from the zemindar, they paid the rent to the zemindar?
—Yes. o

1555. Then what became of the ryots ?—In such a case they have'become
dependent upon the indigo planters. v

1556. Then it is your opinion that that is the system of indigo plantingat
present, and that anterior to 1834 the indigo planter was the actual holder of
the land, paying the rent, and that he merely employed the ryots as labourcrs ?
—He paid the zemindar a rent as proprietor, but instead of holding the land
dircet himself, he made advances to the ryots to cultivate and took the indigo.

1557. How did he pay the ryots, so much a day?—He advanced the money
to them on condition that they should restore himn a certain quantity of indigo.

1558. Chairman.] With regard to the Bombay Presidency, was there anything
in the climate which rendered it less desirable as a country for the residence of
Europeans than the other side of the Peninsula !—Guzerat is described to be a
very unhealthy climate. 3

1559. With regard to the other parts of the Presidency, the table land’ of
India, is that unhealthy ?—Certainly not; Hydecrabad and the country plain is
very healthy ; amongst the hills it ic unhealthy during particular scasons of
the year, but Guzerat is generally considered an unhealthy climate; the Deccan
is considered a healthy climate. ‘ '

1560. Have you noticed whether in those districts where the assessment is
light, that there is a smaller quantity of land unoccupied than in those districts
where the assessment is heavy r—The assessment is generally heavy under the
Company’s government, but in the villages that have been granted to individuals
in the enam or tax-free villages, there the cultivation is usually very extensive,
and the individuals are in a much better condition than under the Company’s
government ; they pay no taxes to the Government ; the taxes they pay are paid
to the proprictor of the village, and it is remarked by every one, whenever you
«coine to one of those villages and you make inquiry, you find at once that it is
not under the Company’s government.

1561. Do you suppose that the owner of ‘the village treats the cultivators on
terms more favourable to the cultivation of the land and the improvement of
their condition than the cultivators are treated who are under the direct influence
of the Company ?—Certainly, and for this reason: he has a great interest in the
improvement of the small tract of country that belongs to himseclf, and also in
improving the cultivation ; he expends money upon it as an individual would
do here.upon an estatc. The Government ¢dnnot look into such details, and
thereforg an individual with a private estate has great advantages over the
Company, not on account.of the Governiment bein [iress paternal than the indi-
vidual, but fromi not having agents to perform ‘the duty. oy :

1562. Are jou aware whether there are parts in India with which you ave
acquainted where much land is unoccupied and uncultivated, althougli there is a

0.41. S population
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population in the district; I do not speak of jungle, or land not capable of cul-
tivation *— There is all over India; I do not know the proportion, but the surveys
would point out the proportion ; an immense quantity of land lying fallow for
want of cultivation that is capable of being cultivated.

1503. Is it your opinion that there are tracts of country where the land
remains unoccupied on account of the unfavourable terms only upon which it
can be cultivated ; I mean as respects the mode of the collection and the onerous
nature of the land-tax ?--All land which is remunerative for the cultivation of
grain which can be consumed on the spot is cultivated ; but as there is no means
of removing the produce to any other country, that produce is necessarily ex-
tremely low in value, and the land-tax must press very heavily on the cultivators
of such land.

1504. You stated in the former part of your evidence that the want of roads
wa§ a great impediment to an increase of the export of cotton to this country ?
—Yes.

1505. Is that your opinion with respect to the whole of the Western Provinees
of India ?—Yes; certainly there is a very great want of the means of transit.

1566. Did you state to the Commiittee that you had been at Qomrawutty 7 —
I have been months at Qomrawutty.

1567. Have you travelled from Bombay to that place or that district 2—Yes;
I know the whole country between Bombay and Qomrawutty ; I have been at
Nagpour and Qomrawutty, and every where between that and the coast.

1508. From Poonah towards the Godavery river?—I have heen over the
whole of that country.

1569. Will you describe to the Committee what is the state of the roads in
that district —The country came into our possession in 1817-18, and efforts
were made by Mr. Elphinstone, who was then the comnmissioner, to improve the
transit throughout the country, but great difficultics were found from the price
of making the roads; the expense and difficulty there was in getting permission
from the Court of Directors in England to expend the sums which were
recommended for making those roads ; roads were however made, but hardly
any bridges have been made, and the consequence is that the roads are isolated
between rivers, and as there is no means of passing these rivers conveniently on
carts, the traffic is mercly between one river and another for carts; the trade of
the country, therefore, is not much changed since that ; still a great number of
pack bullocks are employed in conveying the merchandize of the country.

1570. Are there any particular difficultics in making of roads in India, such as
would be considered almost insurmountable ?—There is no difficulty in making
roads in India; the only difficulty is in getting money to make them, I should say,
in almost any part of India.

1571. Mr. Lewis.] Is there no difficulty in retaining the roads in India 2—
There is no difficulty in keeping up the roads any more than in other countries ;
it has been asserted, I know, that in conscquence of the heavy rains the roads
would be washed away ; but if they are properly made, if culverts are made to
carry off the water, that would not happen. There is a road between Panwell
and the foot of the Bhore Ghaut, which was once almost o complete swamp, and
was impassable during the rain altogether, till the road was made; a raised road
has been made, and it has lasted for upwards of 30 years; the road is as good a
road as any in England, and that is one of those parts of the country where they
used to say it was impossible to make a road.

1572. Is not the rapidity of vegetation an obstacle to the maintenance of
the roads?—No, I do not think it can bLe; roads are made of that sort of sub-
stance which vegetation does not very casily get through, particularly if there is
traffic on them.

1573. Mr. Plowden.] Did you not say that in 1818 therc was a great obstacle
in making roads, in conscquence of the Company discountenancing it ?—In 1818
the commencement of those roadsin the Deccan took place.

1574. At that period, you stated that the East lndia Company threw great
obstacles in the way; was not that a period just at the termination of a very
expensive war with the Pindarrees and the Mahrattas 7—Certainly, it was at the
terraination of the war, ;

1575. Were not their funds crippled by that war ?—1I have no doubt that the
Government at home had very good reasons for withholding their sanction.

1576. Chairman.] Are you not aware that the Company’s Government has .
incurred
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incurred great expense in the construction of roads, and has latcly sent out orders Major-gen. Briggs.
on the subject ?—They have lately sent out orders on the subject, but I am not ————
aware, considering the extent of country, that therc has been much done for the 10 Murch 1848.
making of the roads. .

1577. How many miles of road over which wheeled carriages can pass are
you acquainted with in India, or can you form any idea of it ?—-There was one
road made previous to 1832, between 1828 and 1832, from Jubblepoor to
Mirzapoor, near Benares; I do not know the length of that road, but I helieve
about 180 miles, and I think that is the longest continuation of any permanentl
built road that had been made when Ileft India ; I find since that the great trun{
road from Calcutta to Benares has been made; and I observe, in & newspaper as
late as February 1848, last month, the “Indian News,”” writes, ¢ The grand trunk
road to Benares was in abeyance on the arrival of Lord Hardinge, but has since
been finished.”

1578. Is not the district between Calcutta and Benares and Delhi considered
one of the most important in India >—It is the line which the Government have
approved of for carrying the railway along.

1579. From that paper docs it appear that it is only now there is a prospect of
having the road finished ?—It is only now accomplished ; the road was marked
out in 1795, and continually something has been done to it every year, but it has
not been fit. for carts up to the present period, because there were no bridges ;
thesc have heen made recently.

1580. Have you cver scen the cotton conveyed on the backs of bullocks from
the place of growth to the coast *— Hundreds of times.

1581. Sir James Hogg.] Do you know when the military road from Calcutta
to Benares was mader—-In the year 1795, I helieve ; at least, it was marked out.

1582. Do you or not know whether it not only was passable, but whether it
has becn the constant high road between Calcutta and Benares, the land way?—
That has been the only road.

1583. And it has heen, goed or bad, the actually subsisting road for these 30
years ?—Fifty vears, since 1795 ; T went over it myself in Septemnber 1831.

1584. Has it not been a made road, not complete with hridges, but a made
road, for the last 20 ycars, with bungalow stations; the whole way from Calcutta
to Benares, those bungalows having been built upwards of 30 years ago ?—I
believe bungalows have been built, but [ know, from my experience in going
over the road, that the road was unfit for travelling for carts, and I believe it
has never been used for carts between Benares and Calcutta until it has now
been completed ; when I went over it the land had never been mettled, and no
drains made to carry the water off at the sides, as fur back as in the year 1831.

1585. In that year do you think that no part of the road between Caleutta
and Benares was mettled ?—I do not recollect any part of it that was mettled.

1586. Did you go the wholc way from Calcutta to Benares?—I did; and I
have no recollection of any part heing regularly mettled, with drains or ditches
on the side, to carry the water off; I know that a sum of from 30,000 to
40,000 rupces has been gradually expended after every monsoon in putting that
road into order.

1587. I believe hetween Calcutta and Benares the difficultics, as regards both
the road and the bridges, are very great?—Very great and very bad.

1588. Is not that country subjcct to inundations from the Damsdur and
other rivers, of a frightful character ?—It is certainly in a fearful state ; that is,
about 120 miles of it.

1589. Do you not mect rivers there which one day will be almost a stream,
and which you could pass over the next day, but which will become a river of

eat breadth and great impetuosity in a single night>—Yes ; the river Damsdur
1s exactly in that position ; the Soanc is also very bad.

1590. Is it not the fact, that though there were no bridges, there were the
arrangements which are prevalent in Germany and Italy for passing rivers by
boats, by which carts could pass and did pass?--That was the case in the
few rivers in which therc was water ; but what I complained of was, that in the
rivers that were nearly dry, very large blocks and an immense quantity of stones
were brought down, impeding the road; and it would have been very difficult
for carts to pass; the only bridge on the road was made over the Karamnassa,
a?d that was made by the charity of an individual in Benares, and cost two lacs
»of rupees.

0.41. 52 1591. Were
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1591. Werc not the rivers at most times fordable?—Yes, most of the rivers
were fordable, but the quantity of rocks and stones brought down made it very
difficult and dangerous for carts to pass over.

1592. And as to those that were not fordable, there were arrangements made,
native boats, that werc always ready to take gentlemen or palanquins, carriages,
horses and carts, and everything else 7—There was no difficulty to pass wher-
ever there was water, but where there was no water therc was no made road.

;(593. Chairman.] Have you scen cotton come down on the backs of bullocks ?*
—Yes.

1504. Do the whole of the arrangements for the transit of cotton offer extra-
ordinary obstacles to its delivery at the port at a moderate price 7—There are
very great obstacles to delivering it at a moderate price in consequence of the
price of bringing it on the backs of bullocks; I have stated in my pamphlet what
were the difficultics; and that it secins has been confirmed by a letter from Mr..
Fenwick, latterly, who has actually experienced in his person, as a merchant, the
circumstances which I relate.

1595. What are thosc circumstances r—* In the absencc of a defined and
good road, a drove of several hundred head of cattle requires to be constantly
watched, and prevented from straying on the march, and this leads to the ne-
cessity of .travelling by day in the hot weather, when the thermometer is
seldom less than 100°, and frequently 130° Fahrenheit; these droves are never
so few as 100, and often exceed 1,000 ; every morning after daylight each ox has
to be laden, and before this operation is over the sun is already high above the
horizon ;. the cattle have then to proceed at the slow rate of two miles an hour,
and seldom perform a journey of more than cight or nine miles per day;
the horde generally halts one day in seven, (troops in marching in India are
required to halt once on every third day); if the caravan is overtaken by rain,
the cotton, becoming saturated with moisture, is so heavy as to prevent its
transport on the cattle, and the roads, if lying through the cotton ground, are
so deep. that men even sink above their ancles at every step, and cattle to their
kpees ; it may easily be supposed that under such a calamity the merchant and
the carrier are both ruined. How different is the case with a cart on a good road !
Here the goods, once laden, may be secured from rain, and are never touched
during. the whole journcy ; the attachment of the cattle to the yoke does not
literally occupy a minute ; thus harnessed, the cart can travel by night during
moonlight, and morning and evening in dark nights, at the rate of from 15 to
20 miles a day, and the cart of the Deccan, awkward and ill-constructed as it
isy, with two draught oxen, conveys with facility the loads of seven carriage
cattle, that is to say, 1,600 lbs., and proceeds at the rate of two-and-a-half or
even three miles an hour. At present the Amrawaty and other Berar cotton finds
its way down to Bombay on the backs of oxen, and costs from 1§d. to 2d. per 1b.
in fair weather; but if it comes on to rain, which is not unfrequently the case, it
is detained, the cargo becomes damaged, and is unfit for transmission ; if a good
rond were constructed from Berar to the coast, so as to enable carts to travel at
all scasons of the year, the material could be conveyed the whole distance to
Bombay at less than half a penny per pound; the same arguments apply cqually
to the cotton districts of the Southern Mahratta, the country of Madras, and the
neighbouring territory of the Nizam, along the northern bank of the Krishna
River; a tract of country from whence cotton is conveyed, under all the present
disadvantages, both to the Coromandcl and to the western coast.”

1590, What is your opinion with regard to the possibility or propriety of
making a railway communication from Bombay into the interior of the cotton
districts 7—1 think that a railway communication would be the greatest blessing
that could be’ conferred upon the inhabitants of India; and with respect to the
cotton districts, I believe the cotton might be brought down at a rate which would
enable is to be sent with advantage and profit to England.

1597. Are thereany impediments which you are aware of in the country or the
climate which should make the formation™ of railways more than ordinarily
difficult 2—The great difficulty fn making the railway will be in ascending the
mountains, about 1,200 feet high, and by the surveys which have been made within
the last 15 months it appears that that can be got over; the engineers have so
reported,:  They at first thought that the difficulties would be much greater, but
since. that they have found a route by which the difficulties will be avoided,
and the locomotives not prevented from being used in any way,

‘ ' 1598. Is.
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1598. Is there any power in India except the Government by which roads can
be made >—No persons would make roads in India unless they were permitted to
levy tolls, and the Government have objected to that ; and therefore the offer that
was made by a Company in Bombay, to make roads in the Deccan, was rejected,
because the Government would not allow the levying of tolls,

1599. Mr. T. B. Smith.] You stated that the land in Bengal was very favour-
able for the growth of indigo ?—Yes.

1600. Is that favourable land also for the growth of cotton ?—No, not favour-
able for the growth of cotton.

1601. Is the land tenure in those districts where cotton will grow of the same
kind as it is in Bengal 7—No.

1602. Then may not that be one reason why Europeans prefer to settle where
the land tenure is preferable 7—1I think that that is one of the reasons.

1603. Is it vour opinion that if the land revenue was of the same nature in
the cotton districts as in Bengal, that there would be greater inducement for the
Europeans to settle there to cultivate cotton ?—I think so.

1604. Mr. George Thompson.] When you were in Madras were there not
many sources from which a revenue was derived besides land ?—I have never
been a collector in Madras, but there arc other sources from whence a revenue
is derived, as 1 statcd before ; the Excise, Import and Export duties, and a variety
of other cesses from which revenue is derived.

1605. Can you state what proportion the Land Revenue bears to the gross
amount of revenuc in Madras ?—1 cannot say precisely, but averylarge proportion,

1606. In your various movements within the Madras Presidency and through-
out the whole of Central India, did you come upon many relics of ancient works
for the purposes of irrigation ?—Yes, therc were a vast number of works for
irrigation in Cundecish, a country which I had charge of for five years; many
them out of order.

1607. But in Madras particularly, was that not so?—In Madras the whole
country is covered with such works ; it would be impossible toinhabit the Madras
provinces so near the line ; that is to say, it would be impossible to cultivate them,
unless through the means of irrigation, by means of tanks and other works for
the purpose ; they are very extensive.

1608. Have not a great number of those works gone to a state of decay?—1I can-
not speak of Madras, but I should think not ; in the Candeish province a vast
number have gone to dceay ; I recommended their being repaired, and that
measure was not adopted ; the Government thought it was not worth while ; but
I have no doubt that they would find advantage in it; it would produce an
increase of revenue.

1609. Mr. Lewis.] Do you recolleet Mr. Burke’s description of the extent to
which the ancient tanks in India had been permitted to go out of repair
under the English rule %—No; since Mr. Burke’s time an immense deal has
been done for the recovery of the tanks; it has been found so exceedingly
profitable to the revenue, that the Government have laid out a great deal of
money upon them.

1610. Mr. George Thompson.] Many opinions have been put on rccord with
reference to the land-tax system of India; as you have mixed much with the
natives, you have perhaps gathered what their opinion is, and what preference
they have ?— The system which prevails under the native Governments seems to
be this: the settlement is made with villages, allowing the villagers to assess
themselves; the amount is fixed with reference to what has been collected in
former years: I find in Sir John Malcolm’s account of Malwa, that in many
villages no alteration of the asscssment had heen made for 40 years, and that
appears to me the system which the natives themselves would most: like. .

1611. That is, in fact, the ancicnt system of the country 7—Yes; and such 1s
the practicc under all the native Governments.

1612. Mr. 7. B. Smith.] You have mentioned that the rent charged for cotton
land is 14 an acre ; supposing that the rent be reduced as it is proposed, two-
thirds, the rent will be then about 5s. an acre; do you think at that rent they
will be able to produce native cotton ? —Assuming the acre not to yield more
than 70 lbs., which is now the average of the native cotton, the cotton now selling
there at 114. a pound when it is cleaned, the value of the crop would not be
lllnuch more than 7s. 6d. ; therefore an assessment of 5. even would be extremely

eavy, - .
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1613. Supposing by the improved cultivation the produce is increased to
100 pounds per acre, do you think there would be an inducement then to culti-
vate cotton ?—It would then take half the produce to pay the assessment.

1614. Is it not doubtful whether, even at a rent of 5s. an acre, the cultivation
of cotton would be pursued in those districts 7—Where the rent is as high as 5.
an acre, it would not be pursued with advantage.

1615. Sir James Hogg.] The land you spoke of at 12s. or 14s. is mentioned
by the collector as the highest land, and it was before the survey and revision of
the taxation > —Yes ; the highest rate for cotton land which he assumes, would
probably be reduced two-thirds; the honourable Member’s questions have been
with refercnce to the reduced rent.

Martis, 14° die Martii, 1848.
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Francis William Prideaur, Esq., further Examined.

1616. Chairman.] HAVE you anything to add to your former evidence
relative to the remissions and balances of land revenue exhibited in a statement
forwarded by Mr. Davies, the Collector of Broach, to the Bombay Cotton
Committee P—-Yes, I have prepared this statement.

[The same was handed in, and read, as follows :]

Nor being then aware that this Committec wonld require mformation as to the details of
the land assessment, I was not prepared to give more than general answers to the
questions asked. I have since referied to the collector’s detalled reports, and can now give
more specific replics. I should wish first to explain to the Committee the difference in the
meaning of the terms renussions and balances, i the accounts of the revenue oflicers. At
the commencement of the year, the collector forms what 1s called the gross settlement, but
which should rather be denonnnated an estimate of the amount of 1evenue to be collected.
During his tour through lis district, after the actual cultivation has taken place, he deducts
from that settlement aull that he finds not to be justly clamable from the cultivators
under the rules m force, and by this means forms the net settlement, or real demand of the
Government on the cultivators.  This deduction constitutes the remission, being in fact the
difference between an estimated and an ascertamed demand, and is granted under the sole
authority of the collector, who, mn setthing 1t, only apl)hes the rules under which he is bound
to act to the actual circumstances of the season. The real demand, however, being once
ascertamned, the collector has either to reahze it in full, or to give suflicient reasons to satisfy
the Government why any portion of it cannot or ought not to he collected. Any portion
which the Government may, on the collector’s report, sce fit to relinquish, 15 called a balance ;
but 1t will be seen hereafter that some part of the balances are not real demands which are
under any circumstances to be collected. ~After this explanation, I proceed to the renussions
and balances in Broach. The collector’s detailed report on the settlement of 1845-46, has
not yet been recewved in this country, and 1 have therefore taken the year 1840-41, the
first in the reries given by Mr. Davies. The Committee will sec that in that year
the remissions amounted, according to Mr. Dawvies, to 1,28,656 rupees, and the balances
written off to 1,96,640 rupees. Those balances, however, had no connexion with the
revenue of that ycar, but consisted of arrears of revenuc due for years previous to
1838-39, the relinquishment of which was not formally sanctioned by the Government until
1840-41. The gross settlement of the land revenue for the year 1840-41, estimated, I
believe, on the assumption of average produce and average prices, is given by the collector
at 18,81,421 rupees. On proceeding, however, through his districts, he found that the season
had been very unfavourable, that much land had becn left uncultivated, and that the prices
both of grain and cotton were extremely low. After a minute inquiry into the circumstances
of the cultivators, he settled the amount to be remitted at 1,28,656 rupees, thereby fixing
the actual demand at 17,52,765 rupees. A considerable portion of the district was at this time
farmed on villege leases for terms of years at fixed rents. Those rents the collector had no
power to reduce, but as the same causes which had injuriously affected the Government
villages, must have operated equally in the rented villages, he recommended }l}at the

armers
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farmers of those villages should be relieved from the payment of a portion of their
rents, amounting in .the whole to 1,63,508 rupees. 'The Government approved the
remissions granted by the collector, and sanctioned the relinquishment of the amount
proposed to be given up to the farmers of villages; and this sumn, added to 8,622 rupees,
due by pauper and deceased ryots, which was relinqushed at the same time, corres-
onds nearly with the amount given by Mr, Davies as the balance written off in the

ollowing year, 1841-42. The demand of 17,52,765 rupees, as settled by the collector, was
therefore f{xrther reduced by the relinquishment of the amount due on the rented villages, to

15,809,257 rupees, and of this sum 14,92,856 rupees were collected within the year, besides
7,67,679 rupees on account of the arrears of the previous and former years. " I find that
the aggregate balances of land revenue of the Broach collectorate, due on the 31st July 1841,
the termination of the official year, amounted to 6,08,027 rupees. From the analytical state-
ment furnished by the collector, it appears that this sum was composed of the following

items:

Rs.
Recoverable in the course of the current year - - - - - 320,947
Rents of farmed villages, previously referied to - - - - 1,63,508
Due by pauper, deccased and absconded ryots - - - - ®™4,618
Nominal, arising from errors in account, &c. - - - - - 32,159
Doubtful and disputed - - - - - - - - - 16,795
ToraL - - - Rs. 6,08,027

As many questions have been asked relative to the Madras ryotwarry settlements, I should
wish to place before the Committee the account of the settlement of one district under that
Presidency. I have selected that of Bellary, because it forms a portion of the Ceded
Districts which were settled by Sir Thomas Munro himself. The last report which has been
received is that for Fusly 1254 (1844-45), and it shows the scttlement of that year to have

been as follows:

Rs.

Gross settlement, according to the survey rates, of the lands included in

the ryots’ pottahs - - - - - - - - - -1 30,49,984
Deductions; viz. )

1. On account of land left unsown - - - - Rs 3,90,411

2, Established remission of 33 and 25 per cent. - - 6,12,492

3. Remssion to Candachar peons, &c¢. - - - - 33,914

4. Remission on lands held on cowle - - - 27,457

5. Remission for loss of crops, &c. - - - - - 32,348

6. Miscellaneous remissions - - - - - - 8,961
11,05,583
19,44,401
Additional assessment on concealed cultivation - - - - - 1,114
Torar Ryotwar Settlement - - - - 19,45,515
Tax and quit-rent on Enam cultivation - - - - - - = 1,80,936
Quit-rent on European bungalows - - -~ - - - - - 684
21,27,135
Deduct allowances to pagodas, &c. S N 3,388
ToraL Net Settlement - - - Rs.| 21,23,747

The first deduction is on account of lands included in the ryots’ pottahs, but left unsown ;
the assessment on these is at once struck out of the account. The second is the fixed
remission of 25 per cent. on wet, and 33 per cent. on dry lauds, below the survey rates,
which was made during Sir Thomas Munro’s government of Madras. The third is on lands
held by certain individuals as a remuneration for services which they are required to render
to the state. The fourth is a remission on lands held on cowles or leases, which permit the
holders to reclaim lands from the waste at reduced rates of assessment, for such a term as
will compensate them for their labour and outlay, at the expiration of which they are
charged with the full assessment on cultivated lands. The fifth item consists of those
remissions which the ryots are entitled to claim when their lands, although sown, have
suffered an entire or partial failure of the crop. The collector has to ascertain the
fact of the failure, and, if beyond a certain proportion of the crop, a rateable remis-
sion is made in the assessment. The sixth small item is composed of a large number of

tty sums, which for a great variety of reasons, are excluded from the settlement. It

as been seen that the total demand on account of land revenue in this collectorate
for the year 1844-45 was 21,23,747 rupees; although the season was unfavourable,
the amount collected within the Fusly year, which cFoses in .the middle of July, was
21,00,140 rupees ; a further sum of 15,021 rupees was collected before the end of the fol-
0.41. 54 lowing
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lowing September, leaving a balance at that date of only 8,586 rupees. In order to show
the extent to which the demand for land revenue is realized in the ryotwarry settled districts,
I add the demand and collections for the same year in the collectorates of Cuddapah, Salem
and Coimbatore. In the first named, which also forms a portion of what are called the
Ceded Districts, the net demand for 1844-15 was 20,43,384 rupees; the amount collected
within the Fusly year was 19,97,147 rupees, and the subsequent collections, up to the 31st
October, 42,688 rupees, leaving, at that date,an outstandingjbalance of 3,549 rupees. :In Salem
the net demand on the ryotwar portion of the district was 12,54,695 rupees, and on the per-
manently settled mootahs, 4,68,489 rupees; the amount collected within the Fusly year, on
account of the former, was 12,07,283 rupees, and, on account of'the latter, 4,44,780 rupees ;
but by the 31st December following, the balance due from the permanently settled portion
had been discharged in full, and the amount due from the ryots wasreduced to 9,519 rupees.
In Coimbatore, the net demand was 22,20,060 rupees; the collections within the year
amounted to 22,12,744 rupces, and by the end of April 1846, the outstanding balance was
reduced by subsequent collections to 2,317 rupees.

Major-General Briggs, further Examined.

1617. Chairman.] DO you wish to amend any thing in your former evidence ?
—Yes, with respect to the questions put to me by the Honourable Member Sir
James Hogg, as to the renting of lands under the Bengal Presidency; I find,
upon subsequent inquiry, that I was in error in supposing that the indigo planters
always rented their lands previously to making bargaius with the ryots.

1618. Mr. George Thompson.] You desire to explain the cvidence you gave
in answer to questions 1547 to 1552, inclusive ?——Ypes, that particular part which
has reference to renting lands of the ryots. I stated that it was my conviction
that the indigo planters always rented their lands ; I find that that is not usually
the case, and that the planters have always been in the habit of making their
terms direct with the ryots, without any intervention of the zemindars.

1619. You have alluded to the bad state of the roads in the cotton districts ;
will you state to what particular parts you intend to refer 7—The whole of the
cotton districts in the Deccan, and also the districts of Guzerat ; the roads, I am
told, are in an cxccedingly bad state; a short distance between Broach and
Surat, in particular, a recommendation was made by Merwaujce ITormasjee, a
native agent; in 1839, he recommended that that road should be mended,
or rather, that it should be made, in conscquence of the boats being very
much detained between these two cities, and there being a good deal of difficulty
in getting the cotton from Broach to Surat. That road is also alluded to by
Mr. Pelley, who was the Collector of inland Customs, in a letter dated the
29th January 1840, as being in an exceedingly bad condition; he states that it
is worse than any road that he has to travel over annually, a distance of several
hundred miles.  Mr. Vibart, on the 15th February 1840, also gives his opinion
as to the roads being bad ; and Dr. Johusoen and Dr. Gibson, both speaking of the
Dcccean, state that the roads are not passable during the rains, but they say that
is not of so much consequence, as the natives do not use the roads in the rains.
Licutenant Wyngate also alludes to the propriety of making a road from Shola-
poor, lying half way between Poonah and Hyderabad, where he states there is a
great abundance of very fine cotton, but which cannot be brought to the coast
on account of the bad state of the roads, and he proposes removing the stones and
sloping down the nullahs (rivulets), in order to make them passable, but that such
a road would not answer in wet weather; but that was of little consequence, as
the people do not travel in the rains, Mr. Blane, of Dharwar, on the 17th
October, also sYeaks of a road from Comptah to Dharwar, that it had just been
made practicable for pack-bullocks, which it had not been before, hut that he
expected it would be made practicable for carts during the ensuing year or
two. Mr. Inverarity, Collector of Belgaum, also speaks of the very bad state of
the roads between Belgaum and Dharwar, in conscquence of there being no
bridges over the rivers, and that they are now of little use. Captain Ditmas, of
the Engineers, has written a very interesting report of a road commenced from
Bellary by the Madras Government, in order to convey the cotton from thence
to the port of Comaptah. He states, “a very extensive trafic in cotton between
Bellary and the coast at the port of Comptah, in Canarah, has long been carried on,
and it has lately been much improved by a cart-road constructed in 1839-40,
between Bellary and Sirsec, at the top of the pass descending into Canara. The
latter part of the road, from Sirsee to Comptah, though rendered tolerabl
practicable for laden cdttle, is still unfit for carts, The effect of the cart-road

from
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from Bellary to Sirsee has been extraordinary.” I do not understand that that Mejor-gen. Briggs.
road has yet been completed, and I suppose that it is still in that state. Speaking
of that part which had been completed, he says, * When the road was finished 14 March 1848,
in 1840-41, 101 carts travelled upon it in the first ycar, and in the two years

afterwards there were 443 carts plying on that road.” The road from Qomra-

wutty to Bombay has !)een before alluded to; a great portion of it is in the

Nizam’s territory, and in the rains it is perfectly impracticable.

1620. Can you refer to any immediate bencficial results which have followed
from the construction of roads by the Government ?—This very road to Comptah
is an instance ; Captain Ditmas goces on to say, * That incomplete as the road was,
the traflic of the port of Comptah during three years had increased from
160,000/. to 400,000L, and the Customs had also increased from 4,662/ per
annum to 18,015/, 10s. within the same period.”

1621. Chairman.] Does that mean the customs on imports ?—Both imports
and exports ; as there was a road to convey it to the ghaut, and that was the
motive for the people to bring the imports and exports; but though the custom
duties of that place increased from 4,6621 per annum to 18,015/. 10s. within
three years, still 40 miles of the road, available only for pack-bullocks, and which
might be constructed at a moderate cxpense out of the profits of the revenue,
has not yet been made. ‘ '

1622. Mr. George Thompson.] Can you statc any other instance?!—The
instance of the Borcgaut, which Mr. Williamson will be better able to speak to ;
that was constructed in 1828, and the tolls on it have risen exceedingly high since
that time ; as much as from 500 1. to from 3,000 . to 4000 /. in the course of six
or cight years.—(Mr. Williamson.) 'They incrcased very much at the beginning
of the period ; I do not recolleet the figures.—(7he Witness.) There is the Jub-
bulpoor road also, between Jubbulpoor and Benares, and upon that road, in the
first year after it was constructed, there were 400 carts; a person was then placed
to ascertain the number, and in three years afterwards, in 1838, after 1 came
away from Nagpore, the traffic had amounted to upwards of 6,000 carts.

1623. Chairman.] How long was that after the road had been made '—1It was
between 1832 and 1838,

1024. Mr. George Thompson.] Can you furnish to the Committee any instances
of the evil consequences which have resulted from good roads not being made
between certain portions of the country *—There was one remarkable instance,
which [ alluded to upon a public occasion, showing the effects of a want of a
road during the monsoon, hetween Candeish and Poonah in 1823 ; Candecish is
to the south of the Taptee River ; at that time the grain in Candeish had fallen
from 6. to 8. a quarter; at Aurungabad, it was 34 s. a quarter, and at Poonah,
as high as from 64s. to 70s. a quarter ; but in consequence of the monsoon, and
there being no roads, the grain from Candeish did not reach Poonah ; I knew
an instance in the year 1817, of a regiment of cavalry being kept upon one spot
for upwards of 15 aays, and the horses could not move in conscquence of the
deep cotton ground, which was up to the horses’ knees, and they were almost
afraid that they would not be able to take them down to water.

1625. Do you mean to say thut there was a positive scarcity on one side of the
river and a superabundance in Candeish {—There was a superabundance in
Candeish, where grain was ruinously low, and great remissions were obliged
to be made in consequence ; while at Poonah, where they had a bad season, the
grain was very dear.

1626. Chairman.] What is the distance from the Taptec River to Poonah 7—
About 300 miles by the road.

1627. Was any portion of that road practicable at that time 7—A portion of it
was, about 40 miles from Poonah, but the grain brought from that distance was
very soon exhausted.

1628. What difference of price was there between the grain on the Taptee
River and at Poonah?—The difference between 6s. a quarter and 64s. a
quarter.

1629. Is 643, considered a high price in India?—That is very dear indeed ;
I would now allude to a cirecumstance which has been brought to the notice of
the puplic in a pamphlet written by an old Indian postmaster. During the
campaign of 1846, 100 officers were required to be sent from Calcutta, 1,500 or
1,600 miles to the field of action, and the only means of conveyance was by
sending them in palanquins; on that occasion, bearers were posted at different

0.41. T stations
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stations to convey three persons daily, and assuming 12 bearers to be posted at
every station, and eight miles between cach, it must have required 7,200 men
to have been put in requisition to carry them; of those 100 officers only 30
arrived before the campaign was over.

1630. Mr. George Thompson.] Do you refer to the officers being carried to the
banks of the Sutlej during the late war?—Yecs, to the army under Lord Har-
dinge ; and they had to travel on men’s shoulders, in palanquins, the whole
distance, night and day, for at lcast 20 days.

1631. Will you state what would have been the probable cost of conveying
the grain exported from Candeish to Poonah, if there had been a road on which
wheel carriages could have travelled 2 —It would have becn, had there been
whecl carriages, about 4. per ton a mile ; the grain might have been sold there,
and could very easily have been sold for about 12s.a quarter, 10s. or 12s.

1632. Are there any instances of native states having made roads in former
times or in modern times !—In former times, certainly, there were very good
roads, with rows of trces on each side for many miles, throughout the greater
part of Hindostan, made in the times of the Mahomedan emperors; and we find,
in travelling through the country, long rows of trees on approaching towns, as
you do in Europe, which roads used to be maintained, but they are no longer kept
up. In modern times, in the Government of Mysore, one of the first objects of
the Government in 1800, after the death of Tippoo, was to construct roads, and
very beautiful roads were constructed, and milestones were erccted all over the
country ; I travelled down one road, in 1807, with Colonel Wilks, in his carriage,
as far as the limits of Mysore, and when we came to the limits of the country
under the government of the Company, we went to Madras in palanquins. The
Government of Sattara has laid out a great deal of money in roads, for which
purpose he set aside latterly 5,000/ annually for them and public works.

1033. Mr. C. Villiers.] Do you refer to the deposed Rajah?—Yes; and 1
believe the present Rajah has been induced to do something of the same sort.
I find that 1t is stated in the public prints that one of the first things which the
Lahore Government was induced to do by Colonel Lawrence was to devote
30,000/. a year for the construction of roads in that country ; but 1 would guard
myself by saying, that the whole of these sums sct aside by the different Govern-
ments with a desire to make roads, has been entirely from the recommendations
of European Residents; the natives themselves do not usually make roads in their
own country ; that is, not the modern Governments.

1634. Mr. George Thompson.] With the exception of the great trunk road
fromn Calcutta up to Declhi, how are the mails generally carried 7—The mails
have been carried always by foot-men, upon men’s backs ; there was a mail- cart,
after that road was constructed, from Bombay towards Poonah ; I have heard
that, since I left India, 15 years ago, horse-posts were established on part of the
road from Bombay to Nagpoor, and the same horse-posts, 1 believe, have been
established in other parts of our country; but, generally speaking, the mail is
carried upon men’s backs.

1635. Have there not heen instances of these runmers being destroyed by
tigers occasionally ?—Very frequently. They go at the rate of five or six miles
an hour.

1636. Mr. Hilson Patten.] What distance does each man travel 2—Five or six
miles.

1637. Mr. George Thompson.] How is the internal traffic of the country
generally carried on #—That depends very much upon the surface of the country ;
generally speaking, it is carried on bullocks’ backs, but where the country is
sufficiently smooth, carts are employed; for instance, along the whole of the
Madras coast carts of a bad construction are used, but they are constantly
breaking down. There have been roads made in different parts of the country
under the government of the Company, but they do not continue the roads by
making bridges ; whenever a river interferes, or rivulets or mountain streams
come down, then the torrents bring down a parcel of stones, and the carts
cannot travel with facility,

1638. Chairman.] Is there anything like a system of roads?—No.

1639. Is there amy depurtment of the Indian Government which has the
responsibility and care of the roads?—I cannot answer that question, but I
should think not; engineers are usually employed in the constructfon of them.

1649, Mr. Gieorge Thompson.) When a native Goverment, at'the suggestion lof
the
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the British Resident makes a road, is it the practice to establish tolls upon the Major-gen. Briggs.
road so made ?—Not fresh tolls; what we call transit duties, are in fact tolls; —————
they are only charged upon four or five different species of articles, and those 14+ March 1848,
tolls were originally raised under the native Governments to keep up the roads;

those tolls increase very much, of course, when a greater traflic comes along

them.

1641. Would the natives of India have any objection to pay an equitable toll
for a good road ?—Not the least; they would think it only a continuation of the
old toll system which I have alluded to. By our converting them into ad valorem
duties, they became onerous.

1642. Were you not once in Candeish 2—Yes.

1643. Were not tigers extremely numerous there ?—Very numerous.

1644. Do they not infest villages and carry off men, women, children,
oxen and buffaloes?—Yes, I was called upon by the Government to make a
return of the damage they had done during the four years that I was there, and
I think it appeared that there were upwards of 350 men who had been carried
off, and 24,000 head of cattle which had been devoured by the tigers in four

ears.

y 1645. Did you adopt any measurcs to destroy them:—The Government pro-
posed that a company of sharpshooters should be employed, but I recommended,
instcad of that, that rewards should be given, and the Government allowed me
to give 5/, reward for every royal tiger that was brought in ; that wasa large sum,
and during the time I was there, there were 400 tigers killed and brought in,
and rewards given ; when the skins were brought in, they were so disfigured that
they could never be brought again; no premium was paid upon the skins that
had not the tails and the heads perfect.

1646. Could you travel with safety by night when the tigers were so nume-
rous P—Not safely ; I encountered tigers several times, and once or twice was
very nearly taken off by them ; u dog was carried off in front of my horse onone
occasion, and on several occasions men were carried away belonging to my
detachment.

1647. You obtained the sanction of Government, I presume, to the adoption
of the measures you have referred to ?—Yes.

1648. Are you aware of any premiums having been given in other parts of
the country for the destruction of tigers?—Yes; 15 rupees, I think, are gene-
rally given all over the Madras provinces for tigers, not distinguishing Royal
tigers from the small ones; 1 gave 15 rupees for the small, but as much as 50
for the large ones.

1649. Are you aware of any parts of the country where elephants are in the
habit of ravaging the fields, and doing damage to tﬁe crops I—I have heard so,
in the jungles in the vicinity of the Malabar coast.

1650. Is that taken into account in making the assessment >—1 suppose so.

1651. Sir Edward Colebrooke.] You are aware that the revenues of India have
seldom bcen equal to the expenditure P—In most instances I believe it is so.

1652. Previously to the lust charter, was not the deficit made up by the profits
of the China trade ?—I believe that to be the case.

1653. And, subsequently to the last charter, has there not been far oftencr a
deficit than a surplusr—Yes, I believe so.

1654. Would not that fact account for the circumstance that very little money
has been spent in public works ?—It certainly would be so; the Government,
whenever they require to go to war, open loans, and they have incurred a debt of
several millions to make war; but had similar loans to a comparatively small
amount been raised for the construction of roads, I believe that the revenue
would have increased very greatly in conscquence,

1655. Chairman.] Is it your opinion that a loan for the purpose of making
roads would offer any less security to persons advancing the money than a loan
obtained for the purpose of making war, as respects the effect upon the revenue ?
—No; I believe that the security would be greater for making roads, because
it would improve the condition of the country very much, and increase the
revenue.

1656. Mr. Wilson Patten.] With respect to the roads that have been made in
India, are they constructed on an expensive scale ?—1I supcrintcnded the con-
struction of’a road made entirely by natives for the Raja of Sattarah ; it was 36
miles long and 18 feet wide, with drains and small bridges for the whole distance,
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and as far as I had made it, the expense did not cxceed 150/ a mile; it was
a substantial metalled road.

1657. As compared with English roads, what was the condition of the road?
—The condition of the road was cqual to any of ours ; it was metalled, and there
were small bridges, and drains made for the purpose of carrying off the water,
and the road stood remarkably well.

1658. Chairman.] Was the material tolerably near, and the country level 7—
Yes ; the black soil penetrates four or five feet to ten deep, and under that is a
gravelly sort of shale, beneath which is the hard rock ; but throughout the whole
of the Igeccan, wherever the trap formation cxists, there is abundance of mate-
rials at hand to make splendid roads.

1659. Mr. Wilson Patten.] s that so throughout the cotton districts >—There
is an abundance of material about five feet below the surface ; varying from five
to 15 fect below the surface.

1660. Mr. Charles Villers.] Do you consider that the defective state of the com-
munication in India is one of the chief difficulties in obtaining the products of
India in this country 2 No question about it.

1661. Docs not that apply to cotton as well as to any other products? -Yes.

1662. Does it apply peculiarly to cotton, owing to the low price of cotton ?
It applies peculiacly to cotton, because cotton is a bulky article, and requires very
expensive carriage; it is not like indigo or opium, which are light, and the
carriage enters very little into the price, but where an article so bulky as cotton
is brought, of course the expense of carriage enfers very largely into the price
of the article.

1663. Can you state that there is a prospect of the communications heing
improved, when we shall obtain cotton more casily on that account ?—There
is a railway spoken of ; 1 do not know of any better mode of lowering the price
of cotton than by improving the facilitics of communication.

1664. Did you not state, in answer to a question put by Sir Edward Cole-
brooke, that it is not that the attention of the (Government has not been called
to the circumstance, but that their expenditure so far exceeds their income that
they have no mecans of making roads * - Yes, that means have not been applied
for making roads ; no superfluous revenue having existed for the purpose.

1605. The large expenditure has not been for the purpose of public works,
but it has generally been for the purpose of carrying on war >—VYes.

1666. Sir Edward Colebrooke.] And has not that war, in addition to erippling
the financial resources of India, diverted the attention of the Government from
their internal administration to their forcign affairs 7—1 am afraid very much
80, and very naturally so.

1667. Mr. George Thompson.) You were 30 years in India, were you not ?—
Yes, more than 30 years.

1668. And you saw a great deal of the country during the time that you
served in various capacities there *—VYes.

1669. Since your return, I believe you have manifested on various oceasions
a lively interest in that country 2—Yes, I have always done so.

1670. Aud you have from time to time colleeted and digested a large amount
of information with respect to that country 2—Yes ; I feel much interested in
India, and have done all I can for it.

1671, Have you been frequently sent for to the East India House to state
your opinions, or to offer your advice to the Directors of the East India Com-
pany, with a view to their obtaining information, and adopting measures for the
weltare of India?—No, I have not been sent for by the Directors; they are
supplied with information, from the written reports they receive from their
oflicers abroad.

1672. Are they not in the habit of sending for persons who have spent a long
time in the country, perhaps for 20 or 30 years, with the view of ascertaining
from them the result of their experience and observations ?—I am not aware of
their doing so; they depend more upon the officially recorded communications,
than upon verbal communications.

1673. Did you not write a pamphlet on cotton cight or nine years ago ?
~—Yes.

1674. Have you ever been sent for to the East India House to bg consulted
as to the hest means of advancing the cultivation of cotton in India?—No; I
have stated all that I had to statc in the pamphlet on cotton ; all the iuforma-

tion
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tion I could obtain ; I should have been glad to give any further information Major-gen. Briggs,
that I was able. -
1675. You have been in this country, full of information, for ten years,and 14 March 1848,
have never in any instance bcen consulted by the authorities in Leadcnhall- .
street 7—1I have been in this country for 10 years, but I have never been sent for
to Leadenhall-street to be consulted.
1676. If you had been scnt for, you would have becn happy to go, and make
your information available 7—It would have been my duty to have done so.

Thomas Williamson, Esq., Examined.

1677. Chairman.] HOW long have you been in India ?—Upwards of 22 years.  T. Wilkamson,

1678. In what manner have you been employed there ?—T have been employed Esq.
in the Revenue Department the whole of that time; first, as Assistant Collector,
and subsequently as Collector of one or two districts ; then I was Secretary to the
Government in " the Revenue and Territorial Department in Bombay ; the last
appointment that 1 held was Revenue Commissioner, which gave me a kind of
general revenue superintendence over all the districts of the Bombay Presidency,
of Dharwar, and the Southern Mahratta country cxcepted, that consists now of
the Dharwar and the Belgaum collectorships.

1679. In what year did you go to India ?—1In 1819, I think.

1680. In what year did you leave Tudia 2—In 18415 I was 22 years employed
uninterruptedly there ; I never came home during that period.

1681. Ilaveyou obtained considerable informationas to thie cotton districts,more
especially with regard to Guzerat ?—I was upwards of 10 years in Guzerat, and
cmployed a considerable portion of that time iu the cotton districts; and as Revenue
Commissioncr, 1 also had opportunities of seeing into their condition, and having
visited them in the tours or circuits that my duty led me to make periodically.

1682. Is the province of Guzerat one from which a considerable portion of
the cotton which is exported to England comes?—A large portion; I should
think there was more from Guzerat than from any other province in India.

1683. Is it your opinion that the cultivation of the cotton in any province
could be considerably increased 2—1 think that it could be considerably increased,
but not to a very large extent ; certainly considerably.

1684. Do you mean that it could be inereased with regard to the surface upon
which it is grown, or with regard to the production per acre, or in hoth respeets?
—With regard to the eatent, I think that more land might be brought under
cotton cultivation.

1685. Do you think that a larger production per acre could be secured by the
applications of capital and greater industry, and the advantages which in this
and other civilized countries are applied to the soil 7—Not much; I do not
think that the actual uantity could he increased materially, heeause the culti-
vator understands the tillage, und the sowing, and the agricultural process, very
well indeed ; it is in the cleaning, and packing, and serewing, and so on, that they
are dcficient in knowledge and skill.

1686. What are the causes, to your apprehension, that check the production
of cotton in the province of Guzerat? — Of late years the market prices of
cotton, in reference to the assessment, has certainly left the cultivator a ver
small profit, and little encouragement to extend the cultivation, and that I thin
has checked the extension of production.

1687. Docs the asscssment in Guzerat remain now at the saine rate that it has
been at forseveral years?—Considerable reductionshave been made in many places.

1688. A general reduction upon a scale, or reductions merely to particular
parties, or in particular localities, where it appearcd that the whole sum could
not be paid ?—Reductions have been made, not upon a per-centage and uniform
scale, but after inquirics, in reference to the wants of the different districts.

1689. What are the usual signs of over-assessment in India in that district?
—A falling off of the cultivation, a want of spirit in the people, arrears of revenue,
and the necessity of remissions after the scttlements are concluded.

1690. When you say a falling off of the cultivation, do you mean that por-
tions of the land are left wholly uncultivated *—I mean, owing to land heing
threwn up, less is cultivated.

1691. Do those aigns or gymptoms of over-assessment exist in Guzerat ; in
Broach, for%xample r—Some of those signs exist in Broach,

1692. Broach is a collcctorate of Guzerat, is it not 7—Yes, it lies between the
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Taptee and the Myec, and one or two districts south of the Nerbuddah; but the
principal cotton districts lie between the Mye and the Nerbuddah, between the
country marked on the map Cambay and Broach.

1693. Do evident systems of over-assessment exist in that country >—The
necessity for remissions and the accumulations of balances have existed in that
district to a large extent; the dwellings of the people there are substantial, and
their soil is fertile, and they are in better circumstances than in some other
districts, where the soil is not so rich.

1694. Have you in that district been accustomed to come¢ much in contact
with the actual cultivators ?—Yes.

1695. The men who sow the sced and gather the cotton ?7—Yes, I have.

1696. What is their condition 7—1I should say that their circumstances were
poor; they are generally in debt, and conscquently forced to sell their crops to
the sowcrars, the petty traders.

1697. Are those the bankers *—They are the money-lenders, established in
all the villages; petty traders, who advance their money and gencrally obtain a
promise of the crops beforchand; and those people charging a high interest,
and being the more powerful party of the two, are enabled to make bargains
that the weaker party, the ryots, lose by.

1698. Was there, some time ago, a permanent rate introduced into the Broach
district ?—Some years ago the revenue commissioner made a permanent settle-
ment there.

1699. Was he your predecessor 2—No, my successor.

1700. How many years ago is that ?—Eight or nine years ago, I think; T am
not quite certain.

1701. What was that permanent settlement ?—The rates had been fluctu-
ating, and had been determined a good deal previously by the crops and by the
seasons, and by other circumnstances that are taken into consideration when the
settlements are made ; that systein was superseded, and this was an attempt to
introduce an annual rent that was not to fluctuate with the seasons; if the
prices rose, the people benefited ; and if the prices fell, the Government was still
to have the rent fixed.

1702. In making that permanent rent, was sufficient regard had to the great
vicissitudes of the scasons in that district, and were they fixed upon a mode-
rate average or upon a high average?—They were fixed in reference to the
receipts of previous years and the fertility of the land.  The rates at the time
were considered just and fair ; but my own impression is, they were even then
too high for a permanent scttlement.  Bad years and low prices followed ; and
this well-meant attempt proved something like a failure.

1703. You were, I believe, the collector in the Broach district?—A very short
time.

1704. Were you sufficiently long a collector to know precisely the duties of the
situation, and the mode in which the duties were performed >—1I was sufficiently
long in the district, but not as collector. The East India Company sent out
directions to make a permanent settlement in the Broach districts, and they
directed that an ofticer should be selected for that purpose, conceiving that the
collector himself had not sufficient leisure to attend to so important a duty ; and
I was sent to perform that duty, and during my deputation to that district I had
opportunitics, of course, of judging of the settlements, and of the nature of the
general administration of the revenue in Broach.

1705. Viscount Mahon.] In what year was that ?—I cannot call to my recol-
lection the year.

1706. Chairman.] Since 1819 >—Yes, certainly ; Ishould think about 1827.

1707. Did you then make that permanent settlement ?—No, I did not.

1708. Will you give the Committee a brief statement of the mode in
which the assessment is made, and the amount determined upon, and the
kind of bargain that is made between the collector and the cultivator ?—

The settlement, or the bargain, depends a good deal upon the nature of the
tenure. There are some villages divided into shares; we will say that there are

20 shares.
1709. A village
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1709. A village means a small district of country ?--Yes; there is a village,
such as are in all countries, and to that village there are certain limits of land;
and the cultivators cultivate up to the confines of that village; the whole
country is divided into villages.

1710. Something analogous to our Barishes ?7—Yes; there are two classes of
villages in the Broach district ; the ¢ Bhagdaree,”—* Bhags” or shares villages ;
that mcans that those villages are divided into so many Bhags or shares; the
revenue being fixed, the asscssment is proportioned on tKe different shares.

1711. Does the collector fix it upon the whole village, and then the villagers
themselves fix it upon each individual share?--Yes, that is the system; the col-
lector fixes, in reference to the state of the crops and the season, what the village
is to pay, and then, according to rules well ascertained and well known to the
people themselves, as also to the Government officer, the amount is apportioned,
and each share pays its quota. We will suppose that 20,000 rupees are fixed
upon a village, and that there are 40 shares; then cach share would pay 500,
and if it was a small sum, in proportion ; but the sum being fixed in a lump
upon a village, the people at once know what falls upon each.

1712. When you entered onc of those villages, what was your first business ;
whom did you summon ?--The patells or heads of the village, who arc generally
accompanied by the principal sharcholders.

1713. How many are there of those with whom in any given village you
would put yourself in communication?—In settling a village, I would allow
any one to come before me that thought fit.

1714. Any one shareholder ?—Any number of the whole village ; frequently,
in scttling a village, I have had the whole village out in a large tent, or in a
large open public office ; it is a very important point that, in making settle-
ment, and during the inquiries that necessarily precede it as to the state of the
village, the condition of the people, the nature of the land, and the wants of the
village community, that every one who wishes should have free access to the col-
lector personally as he sits in the Cutcherry.

1715. Do you ask the head of the ryots their opinion as to the sum which the
villagers should raise, or, in making thosc inquirics, do you say, ¢ The sum for
this village must be so much” ?—The mode is this: the people being all
assembled, most of them arc seated at a distance, but the principal cultivators
come forward, perhaps half a dozen of them ; it depends upon the size of the
village ; and there is to each village an accountant or a registrar. Ile is a
Government officer.  In Guzerat the collector appoints the accountant ; but in
the Deccan the situation is hereditary, In Guzerat this officer is called * Tellaitee,”
in the Deccan and Concan a * Cool{urnee.”

1716. Is he a native #—Yes; he comes forward provided with all the
accounts of the village, perhaps for 10 years; I generally gave them instruc-
tions to give me the accounts of a number of the preceding years, so that I
might examine what the village had paid for a numnber of years, what remissions
had been necessary, and what balances had stood over, and also to see, by
reference to those accounts, the extent of cultivation and the extent of waste
land, and then to inquire into the causes of the land having been thrown up;
having made those inquirics into the past ycars, 1 would direct my attention to
the state of the village for the current year for which the settlement was to be
made, and if there were any particular losses from inundations, or from the want
of ruin the cultivation had fallen off or the crop was scanty, then there would
be a remission made in reference to those losscs.

1717. Is this discussion that you are now describing carried on at that time
of the year previously to the sowing or to the ripening of the crop, or when
the crop is on the ground, or when it is gathered 2—It ought to be made hefore
it is gathered ; as soon as the nature of the season is ascertained.

1718. As soon as you can tell what the crop will produce ?—Yes ; generally,
besides these accounts, there is an estimate made of the value of the crop.

1719. By whom is that estimate made ¢—It is made by the village accountant,
superintended by the higher district officers, who generally hold their office
on the service tenure.

1720. Are those district officers servants of the Company ?—They are, some
of them, stipendiary servants of the Company ; others hold their situations by
hereditary title.
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1721. Viscount Makon.] Are the hereditary scrvants paid 2—Yes, they are.

1722. To the same extent as the first class that yon mentioned 7—No, they
are paid on a different principle ; the stipendiary public officers are paid just as
clerks in the establishment ; the hereditary district officers are paid in two ways,
sometimes by assignments of land that had descended from father to son, and
sometimes by small fees, sometimes by per-centages upon the revenue, in various
ways ; but all these are held by hereditary title.

1723. Chairman.] Are thosc officers, whether hereditary or otherwise, who are
paid by the Government for the performance of those duties, liable to be dis-
charged from those offices so far as payment goes on the part of the Company,
whenever the Company shall think fit, although the office is hereditary?—The

stipendiary public servants can be discharged, of course, at the pleasure of the
Government.

1724. Cannot the hereditary officers be also suspended %-- -There are some of
their allowances that you could not deprive them of, but the greater portion of
their allowances you can, in the event of corruption or of infidelity to the Govern-
ment. Youmay, under the regulations, confiscate even their hereditary privileges.

1725. These men, you say, bring you as collector, whilst the erop is on the

ground, an estimate of the probable yield of the principal articles which are
grown ?—Yes.

1726. Do they also give you an estimate of the price which those various
articles will fetch?—Yes; the estimate is grounded, of course, upon the value
of the crops, not only the quantity, but the value at the current prices.

1727. The prices in the district?--Yes.

1728. Sir Ldward Colehrooke.] Do you speak of the village accountant or the
district accountant ?-—The hereditary district ofticers.

1729. By whom are the village accounts furnished ? -By the village ac-
countant, superintended by the head native officer of the district and the revenue
cestablishments under him.

1730. Suppose, for example, they brought you in a return that this village
lad paid 10,000 rupees, and thae the value of the products of this village was
estimated at that sum, upon what principle would you, as a collector, proceed in
fixing the sum that should he paid to the Government for the land tax for that
season and s a portion of that erop? T would look first to the rates that had
nsually been paid in previous years and f3r a long course of years ; I take the
average somctimes; one year there might be more or less; T would strike an
average, and see what thatamounted to; and then I would compare that average
with the estimate of the crops, the prices with the estimate, and, if T considered
that the average amount would be a heavy assessment, I would reduce it to what
I considered the ryots were capable of paying with facility.

1731. Chairman.] 1f the gross produce of a certain village were estimated at
20,000 rupees, and you were to say that the land-tax should be 6,000 rupecs, for
cxample, would any one amongst the villagers remonstrate, thinking it was too
high, and would you cnter into an argument upon it; have they any means
whatever of insisting that it should be placed lower than that? - They have
every opportunity of expressing their opinion, and urging any reasons they may
have for remissions, or for the assessment being lowered, but it is left to the
collector to decide.  Of course they cannot carry their point; it is left entirely
in the discretion of the collector to fix the rent in reference to the customs of
the country. The ryot is quite at liberty, and that liberty he fully exercises, to
statc any thing he wishes to the collector before the settlement is finally made.

1732. There is no principle of law to regulate the final scttlement, nor any
modc of arbitration which shall determine the proper amount to be paid, nor
any appeal from the decision of the collector ¥ —There is no law that fixes the
rent; in some cases the rent is fixed permanently, that is to say, when it is not
Government land. In most villages there is a good deal of private property
that you could not raise a rent on, it would be illegal; but on the Government
land, the rent of that land from which the revenue is derived principally is
fixed at the discretion of the collector. The cultivator may appeal to the revenue
commissioner, and if he is not satisficd with the decision of the revenue com-
missioner, he may appeal to the Governor and Council at the Presidency.

1733. Did
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1733. Did you ever know of any cases of appeal to the Governor and Council
from any I‘Particulm* ryot cultivator 2—Yes, very frequently.

1734. From any village—Yes, very frequently ; sometimes the whole village
appeals, and sometimes individuals.

1735. Have you very frequently known appeals from the collector of a village
to the revenue commissioner ?—Yes, very frequently.

1736. Have you had such appeals made to you ?—Yes ; I have constantly had
perhaps 50 appeals from one village.

1737. That is, in 50 cases where the collector had decided the land-tax to be
paid, the partics by whom it should be paid complained that it was an over-
assessment ’—I do not know that the whole 50 appealed upon that particular
grievance, but I have had that number, I am satisfied, from a single village, on
various grounds. It is one of the securities of the ryot in India, perhaps his
best security, against oppression, having ready means of petitioning the autho-
rities ; for instance, the ryot can in the first instance petition the collector ; if
these hereditary or stipendiary officers oppress him in any kind of way, he can
go to the collector, or the European assistant, the civil servants in the country,
the consideration of those petitions is a very important and oncrous duty ; the
collectors have particular orders from the Government to listen to those peti-
tions ; formerly there was a check upon those petitions, and the cultivator could
not petition the collector except on stamped paper; a good many years ago
that was abolished, and they may now at any time petition the collector or
Government on plain paper ; all the cost is the writing.

1738. Mr. Plowden.] There is no impediment whatever >—None.

1739. Chairman.] In the case of an appeal to the revenue commissioner, does
he send down a statement of the appeal to the collector, and require an explanation
from him ?—The general course is this: the cultivator petitions the revenue
commissioner, and if he is well acquainted with the district, and has the
means of inquiring upon the spot, the revenue commissioner will issue an order
at once, and having ascertained that the rent that this man has to pay is too
high, then the collector is directed to reduce it; but, generally, when the
revenue commissioner receives a petition, particularly if the petitioner comes
from a distance, he refers it to the collector for his report, and the collector
writes at the bottom of the same petition his report upon it, whether it is true or
otherwise ; and the circumstances of the case, as represented at the bottom of
the petition, are returned to the revenue commissioner, and he decides ; if the
statement is not sufficiently full and explicit, he can send it back again for fur-
ther inquiry.

1740. With regard to the natives employed, the hereditary officers and sti-
pcndiar{r officers, who value the crops, and, in fact, who perform a great deal of
service between the Company’s servants and the cultivators, are they a class of
men who require a great deal of looking after and superintendence, or are they
an honest, independent and trustworthy class ?—They are a people that require
a great dcal of superintcndence and watching ; under a vigilant collector, and
one who understands their charactes, they are a very useful body, because they
possess a great deal of local information, can give you a history of the country,
and almost any local statistical information you may want ; but they are very apt
to be guided by interested motives, and by feelings of friendship and enmity.

1741. When you come to decide, as the collector, the amount which should
be paid from this village, whose gross produce is 20,000 rupces, does your cal-
culation refer to the capital with which the cultivator could carry on his culti-
vation, or has it any reference to a hope that he shall be able to accumulate and
gradually become a capitalist?—The object is generally to fix such a sum as
will enable him to pay his rent without injuring his circumstances and position ;
that at least ought to be the aim and object of every asscssment; the revenue
settlements require a great deal of care ; they do not require much ability, but a
great deal of attention to the estimates, and what the cultivators represent to you
personally ; you must not be guided by what the hereditary officers represent ;
they are generally narrow-minded and prejudiced ; they are not good political
economists, and do not understand those cnlightened principles that ought to
define the settlement ; if the European officer is indcpendent of them, and can
hear their opinions and advice without being guided by their principles, he
'makes a good and, generally, a liberal settlement; these men have too much to
say ; the European officers have a great deal, to do, and they cannot pay that
attention always to the details in settling the revenue.
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1742. What is the district over which youn as collector have the superinten-
dence ?—1I have been collector to two or tﬁree districts, for example Kaira, lying
near Cambay, on the banks of the Myhie.

1743. What would be the extent of that collectorate; how many miles long,
and how many broad ?—It was a small, but a productive collectoratc; in Guzerat
Ishould think the district was 45 miles in breadth, and perhaps about 50 in length.

1744. Aslargeas an English county ?—Yes, a smaﬁ English county ; some of
the Deccan districts under one collector are ten times as large, but less productive.

1745. How many villages would there be in that collectorate 7—1 should think
about 250.

1746. Do you know at all the population 7—I do not remember it.

1747. What would each village on the average contain ?—The villages are of
all sizes in that district ; they are very large and populous; from 1,000 to 4,000
inhabitants is a large village, and then the smaller villages are under that.

1748. Would there be in that collectorate from 50,000 to 100,000 inhabit-
ants *—Including the population of the towns, a great many more ; the mere
cultivators would far exceed that number.

1749. And many thousands of cultivators?—Almost the whole population;
by far the majority of the population is assessed.

1750. Am I right in supposing, that you as collector could not possibly come
in contact with any large proportion of the whole body of cultivators, but that
any direct negotiation with them, or communication with them, must take place
through those native officers that you have described 7—The system that ought to
be followed, and is followed to a great extent, brings you into dircct contact with
the people and large bodies of the people; the people generally, and the collector
and his assistant ; at the scttling scason the collector moves about one part of the
district, and his assistant moves about another.

1751. Are those assistants natives ?—No, Europeans; the collector settles
village by village, as many as he can ; he generally has his tent pitched near a
village, and the natives have access to that tent; the tent will hold probably a
hundred natives; a great part of the villagers come into the tent, and a settle-
ment being concluded, the people leave the tent; and then another village
comes in; an expert collector will get through scveral villages every day; and
in that manner tﬁe natives have an opportunity of addressing him personally
upon any subject.

1752. If the collector supposed that the sum he decided upon (I speak of that
village whose gross produce is 20,000 rupees) would leave the cultivation of the
village precisely as it was next year, and in future years, and the condition of
the cultivator precisely as it was, would he consider that he fulfilled his duty
to the cultivator and to the Company ?—He is quite authorized, under the in-
structions of the Government, to lower the assessment to such a rate that wouid
afford security for the improvement of the village.

1753. Would he consider himself justified in lowering the assessment if he did
not perceive any deterioration in the condition of the village ?—It would depend
upon his own discretion ; for instance, when I was collector, if 1 saw that a
reduction or a lease of the land would improve it under a long settlement, I had
no hesitation in granting it; a great deal depends upon the discretion of the
officer, though I conceive that there are no orders of the superior Government
that would militate against an improvement of that kind, or any measure that
would tend to the prosperity of the country.

1754. In point of fact, the well or ill carrying out the instructions or the ex-
ercise of this discretion, wisely or not, must depend very much upon the character,
temper and disposition of the revenue officer, the collector to whom it is entrusted ?
—1I should say entirely; and that the prosperity of a whole district mainly
depended upon the personal qualifications of the officer managing it; if expe-
rienced, able and liberal, and not the easy tool of the natives around him, the
people are happy, and the Government is popular ; if he is incfficient, all parties,
all interests suffer.

1755. Isit your opinion that the asscssments in those districts with which you
arc best acquainted have been materially reduced ?—As to the district that I
have had charge of, I certainly found them, on taking charge, over-assessed.

1756. How did you find thatout?—1I found it out in making those settlements

‘in the manner that I have described ; by inoving about the country ; often unat-

tended on horseback, and personally communicating with the inhabitants on their
grievances, real or’ pretended ; ‘I learnt much by seeing things with my own eyes.
1757. When
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» 1757. When the people came to the tent, there was so much unanimity upon
that point that you could not be mistaken ? —Unanimity was not to be expected ;
but a careful vivd voce examination of the heads of the villages, and respectabl(’z
witnesses, and responsible native officers acquainted with the country, generally
elicited the truth.

1758. How much did you reduce the assessment in any district or any village
during your term of office ?—The reductions have been of so many different
amounts that 1 could not well answer that question directly, but I hLave
frequentlxﬁreduced the land-tax from 15 to 30 per cent.

1759. What is the highest amount you have ever reduced it in any village?—
1 should think 35 per cent., that is the extreme.

1760. Was that in the first year you went there after your appointment, or do
you mean that in any given year the assessment, say, was 100, and you reduced
itf to 85 ?—Yes; it had previously, probably, been a higher amount for a number
of years.

1761. Had that higher amount been levied by your predecessor ?>—It had, no
doubt ; though the arrcars were genecrally large when the land-tax was most
oppressive.

1762. When you, as revenue commissioner, found this balance continual or
increasing, did you then step in and investigate it, and reduce the assessment
35 per cent. ?—I have often in such cases given at once a liberal reduction,
though I cannot remember what its exact amount might be ; a scanty reduction
is of no usec.

1763. You have scen, 1 Lelieve, the statement made by Mr. Davies, from
Broach ?—Yes.

1764. Is it your opinion, from your knowledge of that distiict, that those
arrears of whicﬁ he speaks are unmistakeable signs of an assessment higher than
the land will bear —1I look upon them as signs, decided signs.

1765. Did not you observe that they extend over a considerable number of
years, und vary in amount ?—I have not looked very minutely into the details
of his statement ; I think, if I remember rightly, they do.

1766. Are you awarc whether in the cascs where you have reduced the
asscssment, that the revenue to the Company has materially suffercd in consc-
.quence 7—The reverse ; I think it has gencrally improved, becausc though the
nominal amount has not been increased, the actual realizations have. %cpro-
.duction israpid in India, and industry, well encouraged, produces extraordinary
results.

1767. At the same time, you found the material condition of the ryots, with
regard to their wealth and progress, improved at the same time ?— Ceruainly.

1768. 1llave you found such reductions have been received by the natives
with great gratitude, and that a disposition favourable to the Government has
been engendered in consequence 2—Yes, decidedly.

1769. How long has Guzerat becn subject to the British Government r—Parts
of the Surat and Broach district have been subject to our Government 50 years
and upwards.

1770. Viscount Alahon.] Is Surat considered part of Guzerat? —Yes; since we
first obtained possession of Surat, on various occasions additions have been made
to the district. At the Malratta conquest two or three of the districts that
belonged to the Peishwa, lying at a convenient distance from Surat, were
annexed to that collectorship; but a large portion of the Surat districts and a
great part of the Broach districts have becn under our Government for 50 years
and upwards, and the other portion of Guzerat upwards of 30 years.

1771. Chairman.] Do you conceive that the land-tax has always been onerous
in that district?—Till recent years, when the Government officcrs have been
looking more minutely into the details of the assessment, and attendigg more to
its administration ; till within that period I think the assessment has generally
been characterised by hcaviness; I should say that within the last 10 or 12
years the character of the asscssment in Guzcrat has certainly been too heavy,
and checked improvements.

1772. What are the causes that have prevented reductions?—Chiefly,
I think, the inefficiency of the collectors ; though excellent men, their experience
sometimes did not lie in that department, while for others the work was too
laborious ; the proper reduction of an assessment is a laborious, delicate, and
in some respects difficult task.

1773. Mr. Charles Villiers.] Have there always been complaints 2—By whom ?

0.41, U2 1774. By

T. Williamson,
Esq.

14 March 1848.




T. Williamson,
Esq.

14 March 1848.

156 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE teken before SELECT COMMITTEE

1774. By the persons who suffer ?—Yes ; they are always ready enough to
complain even when there is perhaps no cause. A collector, however, well dis-
posed, and with a considerable experience of revenue matters, when appointed to
a district, requires some time to understand the condition of that district, and
probably by the time he has acquired that experience which would enable him
to act with confidence, and reduce the assessment that had been 10 years at the
same rate, he is promoted to another district.

1775. Are they frequently changed ?—Yes.

1776. How frequently ?—Tt depends upon the strength of the service; they
are sometimes not above three years stationary, at other times more.

1777. Do you think that they change much too frequently %—Yes; and I think
that that is the reason why the instructions from home, and from the local
Government ahout the reductions, and lightening the burthens of the cultivators,
have not heen properly carried into effect; the instructions are cxcellent, but
the collectors have not frequently experience or time to carry those instructions
effectually into operation.

1778. They have not time to develope the system ?—No ; the collector has
always to contend in making the remissions with the prejudices of the natives,
and their shortsightedness; I mean the native officers; they are generally
oppused to all concessions, and to all measures that would increase the free
agency of the people; and as these officers must gencrally be listened to as
advisers, their influence is a considerable check.

1779. Mr. Wilson Patten.] Have those oflicers any pecuniary interest in the
matter >—Sometimes they have; but their shares of that interest are so mixed
up with the revenue, that itis often their interest, at least they imagine it so,
and they have a horror against increasing the comforts and prosperity and free
agency of the cultivators.

1780. Have they any commission upon it? —They are sometimes paid by
commission, and sometimes it affeets them in that way.

1781. Sir Ldward Colebrooke.] Do you refer to the village officers or the dis-
trict officers, or both ?—The village officers are paid in both ways, sometimes
by commission on the revenue ; but I speak almost entirely of the district officers.

1782. Mr. Lewes.] 1s the collector always able to communicate with the
natives in their own language, or is he ever dependent upon those oflicers to
interpret to him ?—1 think the qualitications of the civil servants, in respect to
languages, are very good; every officer must pass an examination before he is
deputed into the districts.

1783. Are not the varieties of the native languages so great that he is some-
times dependent upon those officers for his communications ?—Yes, but they
must pass in those languages.

1784. Chwirman.] Can you give any example of any visible improvement
that has followed a reduction of the assessment ?—Yes ; some years ago the dis-
trict of Surat suffered severely, the cultivation fell off, the people were becoming
poorer and poorer, and the revenue more and more difficult to collect cvery
year. The revenue commissioner was deputed to inquire into the complaints of
the people on those grounds, which had reached the (Government of Bombay ;
the revenue commissioner’s attention was particularly called to the state of
their district, and he went there in person and inquired into those complaints,
and found them too well grounded, and, under the orders of the Government,
the rates that were preventing the improvement of the country were considerably
reduced.

1785. How long was that ago >—1 think it was in 1823.

1786. What was the amount of the reduction ?--The reduction was very con-
siderable; it was a liberal reduction.

1787. What per-centage was it 2-—It would be impossible to state, because
the rates, although they were far too heavy every where, were not equally heavy,
and the reductions were made according to the localities ; so in the sugar-cane,
perhaps the assessment was 40 rupees, and it was reduced to at least 30, and the
assessment on the corn crops, on the grains of the country, was considerably
reduced, from, I should think, often 15 per cent. and upwards, but it was reduced
in this way-—as fhe weight was not equal on every village, so the remission was
not thé same.

1788, Was an improvement nianifest from that time forward ?—The improve-
ments were general; rapid and remarkable ; in some places almost changing the
face of the country.

1789. C



ON THE GROWTH OF COTTON IN INDIA. 157

1789. Can you state what proportion of the erop of cotton grown in Broach,
or other parts of Guzerat, is taken by the Government: for example, out of
every 80 lbs. which an acre may produce, what proportion of that is actually taken
by the Government ?—1It depends upon the rates of the assessment now existing.
I cannot speak with certainty as to what those rates now are ; but 1 have known
the assessment in whole districts equal to a third and a half of the produce, and
sometimes even heavier ; it depends so much upon the markets, and on those cir-
cumstances that, in fixing the rents, ought to be attended to.

1790. Have you known cases where if an acre of land, or a beega, has pro-
duced 80 1bs. of cotton, that npwards of 40 lbs. have been required to pay the
tax to the Government >—Yes, I have known instances of that.

1791. Did you not say in whole districts >—I have known instances of that
inequality exist in a great many villages in the same district. I may mention
that those rates have been inquired into, and subsequently reduced.

1792. But they had existed at that high rate for many years previously ?--
Yes, they had ; I should say for several years,

1793. In those cases there have arisen arrears, and remissions have heen abso-
lutely necessary to be made ?— Yes ; heavy arrcars have accumulated, and remis-
sions have been made from year to year; but in spite of those remissions, the
rent was so very heavy and balances accumulated, and those remissions, I may
also state, were often not fairly determined ; those very district officers had a great
deal to say to them, and the remissions were made in a great degree partially and
by favouritism. Corruption in various ways had its influence over the amount.

1794. In districts or villages like those, did you find that the cultivators were
able to make any progress, that is, from the lowest position of cultivators into an
improved position, or were they all on one level in consequence, a mass of poverty,
and incapable of extending and improving their cultivation?—The circum-
stances of some were hetter than others; but the people were generally exceed-
ingly poor and depressed,

1795. Did you find their stock get diminished in such districts, their means of
cultivation and transmission, and the produce of cotton diminished in conse-
quence of those high rates?>—Yes ; these are the general consequences and indi-
cations of over-assessment.

1796. Is there not a district called Cattewar ?—Yes, an extensive district
lying to the west of the Cambay Gulf, usually called the Peninsula of Guzerat.

1797. Mr. George Thompson.| Is that one of the collectorates of Broach ?7—
No, ouly a small portion of it (comprised in the collectorate of Ahmedebad)
belongs to the Company ; the rest is divided into small states, under independent
native chieftains, tributary to the Company, or to his highness the Gurkwar.

1798. Chairman.] In what part of the cotton land is the soil most congenial
to cultivate the plant 2—In the castern part of the districts, near the sca-coast,
in the neighbourhood of and ncar Gogo, and the country about Sumnaut; the
country there is irrigated with fine streams ; that is the part where the cotton
cultivation might be chiefly extended ; I think more so than on the Broach side ;
there is more waste and available land.

1799. How is the cotton grown in those districts forwarded to this country,
by sea to Bombay, and thence to England?—It is exported from the small
bunders or sca-ports in the Gulf of Cambay, from Broach, Jumboosen, Dollern
and Gogo, &c. Those arc small ports in the Gulf of Cambay, from which the
cotton is cxported in small country craft, cotton boats, to Bombay.

1800. Is the water deep cnough in those little ports for ships of sufficient
tonnage to load and come direct to England ?— No, not sufficiently deep, butin
the roads outside beyond those small perts the water is said to be deep cnough
in some places for large vessels; I know it is deep enough opposite Gogo.

1801. Would they be able to take in a cargo at all scasons of the year 2— Not
at all seasons of the year, when the south-west monsoon sets in.

1802. Are there any European agents employed in Surat superintending the
getting, selecting or the shipping of the cotton ?—No, the whole is done by the
natives,

1803. Does thatarise in any degree from the insalubrity of the climate, or
from what circumstances >—It is not a good climate ; but civilians, the officers
of the East India Company, are there all the ycar, and during some months it is
sufficiently healthy ; I was there for 10 years without once being out of it.
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1804. Do you think such agency would be important in obtaining a better
management of the cotton ?—Yes, I think so, decidedly.

1805. Is it your opinion that if any Bombay house or any number of English
houses had an agent, for example, at Gogo, who should purchase the cotton
annually, to come over here to communicate with the natives themselves, and to
direct them how to clean it better, and stimulate them by advice and superin-
tendence, and by the influence which a customer has over the man from whom
he purchases, that good would result>—Yes, I do; I think an intelligent Euro-
pean agent from the houses in Bombay might do a great deal of good; for
instance, in sceing that the cotton was well gathered, in seeing it packed, in
superintending its screwing, its shipment, and those processes which now are
conducted entirely by natives, and in so careless a manner that the character of
the cotton altogether suffers; I think that would lead to an improvement in the
quality of the cotton, and it would be gathered with more care.

1806. Do you think that many frauds are committed in picking the cotton ?
—A great many in Guzerat; in the first place, it is not a fraud, but they gather
it so carclessly that the cotton is mixed with the pod and the leaf; then the
frauds are in the weight; they throw sand and dirt of various kinds into the
cotton bales before they are shipped to add to their weight. There is rather a
low class of sailors who manage these hoats, and on the voyage they steal the
cotton, and put in salt-water to make up the weight.

1807. What is the condition of the roads in Guzerat? —There are no] main
roads in Guzerat except on a very small extent near the principal stations, one
or two roads, but there are fow made roads in Guzerat; no main roads except
here and there round the European stations for a few miles.

1808. Will you refer to the map ; take Surat aud cross the Taptee and the
Nerbudda, and come up to Ahmedabad and round to the inlet from the sea, and
take the district which comprises the principal portion of the cotton district in
Guzerat; at what distance has the cotton to be gathered before it is put on
board the boats?—The cotton has not to be carried a great distance, because
they are all maritime districts, and the best }n'oducing districts generally are very
near the coast on the Gulf of Cambay. The Nerbudda is navigable as far as
Broach, easily navigable, but the Saburmattee is not navigable, cxcept just the
mouth near the Myhie.

1809. llas the cotton to be carried 10 miles or 20 miles ?>— Some of it is
brought 30 miles and upwards by land ; it growsat the very verge of the gulf,
but still there is a great deal comes from a considerable distance inland ; some
30 or 40 miles and more.

1810. Is there any mode of bringing it except by merely traversing the
natural roads 2—No ; generally, almost always, in carts ; strong and good carts,
rather rude, but the Guzerat carts are, for Indian carts, good.

1811. How many bullocks are there in a cart 2—It depends upon the load ;
from two to cight bullocks.

1812. Does that add considerably to the expense in bringing it to the water-
side *—The cost of conveyance is not very considerable, because these carts are
large, and the expense of feeding the bullocks is not considerable.

1813. Mr. George Thompson.}| Is the transportation of that cotton from the
interior to the coast a separate matter of negotiation altogether *—-Sometimes it
is, and sometimes it is not ; the cotton is very often brought to this great market,
those ports, for instance, Gogo and others, and there it is bought Dy the agents
of the Bombay merchants, who buy it at the place of export, and sometimes they
go into the interior, and make their bargains with the growers, and then they
contract for the conveyance; sometimes they employ the carts.
~1814. Chairman.] Do you know any thing of the province of Candeish ?—1I
have'been through it two or three times as revenue commissioner during my
anunual circuits ; Isaw as much as I could during one or two months’ stay.

1815. Can you speak as to its capability of increasing the supply of cotton #—
The production of cotton, I should think, in Candeish might be greatly increascd.

1816. Where would you describe it on the map; to the south of the Taptee?
—Yes,

1817. Between Oomrawutty and Surat ?—Yes ; a good deal of the cotton pro-
duced in Candeish is exported from Surat to the interior ; guing from Guazerat,
some of it takes the Guzerat name, and it is often bought at Bombay under the
name of the Guzerat cotton, having been exported from Surat. -

‘ - 1818, ‘What
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1818. What is your opinion of the land-tax in Candeish ; is it unreasonable in
any way ?—The land-tax in Candeish has been improved from time to time, bat
I still think it is very improvable.

1819. Is it still too high r—Ithink it is in many places too high, and still
more unequal ; Major-general Briggs made a survey there; but to bring about
a proper revenue settlement there, you must have a new survey ; such a survey
and assessment as are now in progress in the Deccan and the Southern Mahratta
country ; you will never have the land-tax on a good system in Candeish, or the
resources of Candeish properly developed, till there is a proper revenue assess-
ment and survey made.

1820. What is chiefly requircd to promote the cotton cultivation in Candeish ;
does it refer to the question of the land-tax 2—The assessment should be put on
a good footing in the first place, and then the improvement of the roads secondly ;
they are both of equal importance.

1821. Have you any knowledge of Berar, the Deccan, and the Nizam’s
dominions generally >—1 am acquainted with the Company’s districts in the
Deccan, and I have been in parts of the Nizam’s country, but I am very partially
acquainted with the Nizam’s districts.

1822. Will they produce much cotton 7—From all that I have heard, and I
have heard a good deal, 1 think that we have to look to those districts more than
any other part of India for a vast extension; in Guzerat the cotton might be
increased, particularly in that part called Cattewar; in Candeish there might
be, perhaps, a larger field than in Guzerat; but the largest field of all is in
Berar, and the Nizan’s country.

1823. And also in Central India 2—Yes; but Central India lies further north.

1824. With regurd to the roads, can you tell the Committee what are the
facilities of communication which have been opened to the population by the East
India Company, going from Bombay into the intevior; say in a south-easterly
direction, further than Poonah, orin a dircction east or north-east, are there an
good roads P—There is a very good road from Bombay, that is, from Panwell,
on the continent, ncar Bombay, to Poonah ; it has been extended from Panwell
to Ahmednugger, by Poonah.

1825. Do you know the distance?—It is 80 miles to Poonah, and I should
think about 150 to Ahmednugger.

1826. Would not Nagpore be a favourable point from which the cotton might
be brought to Bombay —Yes; Oomrawutty is a kind of centre.

1827. What mode of communication is there betwcen Oomrawutty and
Bombay ?—There are here and there pieces of road ; the road is exceedingly bad ;
in fact, there is hardly a road. The Ghaut has been cut down a little here and
there, and roads made, but the bhulk of the produce of those countries is carried
on the backs of bullocks from want of proper roads.

1828. Do you conceive it possible for this country ever to receive from the
western side of India any fair proportion of the produce, such as it has a right
to look for, so long as the means of communication are as insufficient as they
are at present?—You must first have good roads.

1829. Is there any power that can make those roads, except the East India
Company, in the British dominions F—The Government must be chiefly looked
to, though the villagers might, to a certain extent, be induced to co-opcrate;
but it is a work which, to be done properly, must be done by the Government.

1830. Is there at present, or is there likely to be for some time, any of that
co-operation amongst the natives of India, by which powerful companies are
formed, and which would be able to lay down hundreds or thousands of miles
of roads ?—1I think this might be done; but the energetic and liberal aid of
Government must always be necessary.

1831, If it is to be done, you think that it must be done either by the
Government doing it themselves, or permitting it to be done by Europeau
capital and Europcan skill 2—Yes ; the Government must give essential aid.

1832. Has your attention been turned to the project of a railway from
Bombay into the interior, running dircct east, and then diverging north and
south ?*—Yes, it has.

1833. I refer to the Great Indian Peninsular Railway Company ?—Yes,

1834. Generally, would you say that that was an essential pointi—Yes, I would.

1835. Looking at the object of this inquiry, was it an essential point that the
East India Company should give every facility for making railways in that.direc-
tion ?—Yes, I certainly think so.

0.41. U4 1836. Both
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1836. Both with regard to the natives, the improvement of the cultivation,
the improvement of the revenue, and the advantage of the consumers in this
country ?—1I certainly think so.

1837. Is it a matter that you have considered, and entertain so strong an
opinion upon, that you can state unhesitatingly to the Committec what your
opinion is ?—I think that its beneficial effccts would be immense, and incalcula-
ble in developing the resources of the interior of India.

1838. Do you think that there is any thing in the population of India
which makes them inaccessible to those motives of action by which men are
stimulated in other countries; do they like money 2—They are very fond of
money.

1839. Do they cver save any thing 2—The trading classes do; the monied
classes, the moncy dcalers, and a few of the heads of villages, but few other
classes.

1840. Do the cultivators save ?—Hardly ever; there are some instances, but
rare.

1841. Is it that they do not like money, or that they do not get much beyond
what is necessary to keep them alive, and that a long saving is not one that
offers much hope of success amongst them ?—What keeps the cultivators poor
is, that the general character of the assessment is too high, and they follow,
like all other Hindoos, religious ceremonies, that put them to heavy expensc ;
marriages and deaths, and occasions of that kind; by their religion aund their
usages they are obliged to expend large sums, which they borrow at an enormous
interest from the money-lenders of the country, and that involves them often
for ever in debt; I really believe, if you inquired into the circumstances of the
cultivators, you would find few who were not loaded with heavy debts, partly
arising from this, that their profits arc small, and the assessments no doubt
heavy, and those expenses that | alluded to; they must have monecy on those
occasions; their religion requires it.

1842. The priests live, I presume, by those extortions from the people t—
They do to a great extent.

1843. And bzf maintaining the superstitions-—Yes.

1844. Mr. George Thompson.] Those monics expended at marriages and
funerals, and on other similar occasiens, are monies often raised by taking loans,
I presume, which they have to discharge through future years—Yes, exactly.

1845. They have not accumulated sufficient to make the necessary display,
and they borrow and mortgage their labour through many successive years 7
Yes, those practices are very general, and very ruinous.

1846. Chairman.] Do the priests tuke the opportunity at these births,
marriages and funerals, to exact payments from the people 7 Yes, a great deal
of the money falls into their hands ; a great deal is expended on feasting and
presents to tf;eir relations, and getting their different friends of the same caste
from distances.

1847. How is their condition to be improved ?- -By education ; by improving
our institntions, and by all measures that can reduce the interest of money ; the
Company have improved the condition of their subjects in many places, and
kept them out of the hands of these money-lenders by advancing money at low
rates of interest ; and if that systemn of advancing money, and thus superseding
the agency of these money-lenders, could be increased and extended, it would
tend more than anything else, I think, to break thosc fetters that the monied
class keep down the ryots by.

1848. Do you think that if a larger portion of the produce was left in the
hands of the cultivators, that the condition of the cultivators would through
their own industry improve, and that, as it improved, the power of those indi-
vidual money-lenders would diminish >—I think it would stimulate industry, and
no doubt check the extortions of those people, because the more likely the debt
is to be paid, the less thec intcrest. Where the cultivator's circumstances are
substantial, he can borrow money at a much lower rate of interest than one in
necdy circumstances.

1849. Is not the power of these money-lenders bascd on the fact that a vast
mass of the cultivators are miserably poor, and therefore dependent, and con-
sequently that the man who has money to lend dictates his own terms?- -
Quite so.

1850. Would not any measures that improved the condition of the cultivator,
giving him greater security, he having a lower sum to pay (that is, the larger

portion
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rtion of the produce to himself) tuke him from under the power of the money-

ender ?—Yes.

1851. Mr. George Thompson.] You say that the court of directors recom-
mended at a particular period a permanent settlement of the land revenue
throughout the collectorate of Guzerat?—Not throughout the Broach district ;
it was particular districts of the Broach collectorate, but principally it was con-
fined, 1 think, to the pergunnah of Broach.

1852. Have their reconmendations been carried into effect ?—They sent out
orders for a settlement to be made, and I was deputed to make it ; but I found
that the accounts of the state of the district altogether was not what the court
of directors had been induced to imagine, and consequently the scttlement was
not made.

1853. The object was to enable the people to recover, I believe, from the
injuries they had sustained Dby the over-assessment previously ?— Yes, that was
the leading object ; the court of directors imagined that that district of Broach
having been under our Government for so many years, and having been care-
fully surveyed, and subjcct to a number of revisions of assessment, that it was
in tiat state that our knowledge of it enabled us to apply a permanent settle-
ment to it ; but on examining into the accounts minutely, village by village, I
found that these accounts and statements were not to be depended upon.

1854. Had you any opportunity of ascertaining what the condition of the
natives of that part of Guzerat was prior to 1821 and 1822 ?—Yes ; my inquiries
carried me back to those periods.

1855. Did you ever examine the accounts of the collectors previously to that
period 7— Not minutely.

1856. Are you aware that previously to that period there had been few or no
remissions for 18 ycars, no balances written off, and scarcely any defalcation
beyond a very few rupees, as compared with a very large aggregate amount ?—
I do not remember any accounts that came before me to that effect, but there
may have been.

1857. As a general rule, is not that man considered the best collector in a
given province who raises the largest amount of rupees >—No, I do not think so.

1858. As a general rule, is not the collector, when he is sent to this or that
particular collectorate, anxious to raise himself in the cstimation of his Govern-
ment by, at lcast, keeping up the revenue to the point at which it had arrived,
and, if possible, increasing it 2-—I think, if he could show to the Government
that the increase was derived from the improvements, and from extending the
cultivation and developing the resources of the country, that his conduct would
be approved of ; but I think that the collector is just as likely to get credit for
making remissions, perhaps more likely to get credit from the Government for
making rcmissions, he proving that those remissions were required, and that
cvery carc was taken in determining them.

1859. As far as your experience went while you were a revenue commis-
sioner, did it not bring you to this conclusion, that the collectors in those portions
of the country that you visited and superintended have been anxious to increase
the amount of revenue, rather than to inquire into the actual circumstances of
the cultivators, and to recommend remissions to the Government 2—In lookin
back many years ago, I have discovered matters which, I must confess, left that
impression on my mind ; but I thiuk, in latter years, that the collectors have
generally obtained more credit from the Government for minutely inquiring
into the districts, and cxposing frauds and abuses by which the ryots suffered,
than in increasing the revenue; I can answer for myself; my object in most of
the districts where I have had anything to do with the asscesment, has been to
reduce it, and to advance the cultivator moncy, and to expend part of the
revenue in public works, such as tanks and wells, and I must say that I have
always had every credit for doing so, and every encouragement.

1860. You did that from an enlightened view at once of the interests of the
ryots, and the interests of your own Government ?—Most decidedly.

1861. And you took pains naturally to explain to your Government that the
ultimate result of such a lowering of the asscssment would be the increased
comfort and competency of the ryots, and an inereased amount of revenue to
your Government ?—Yes, I took every pains that I could to impress that upon

the Government. .o . .
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1862. As collector, you are in the same person chief magistrate ?—Yes, gene-
rally, that is so.

1863. And you bring your power as a magistrate to your aid as the collector,
to obtain the revenue from the ryots ?—No, 1 think not.

1864. Through what agency then do you realize your asscssment, when fixed
and demanded ¢{—There are revenue rules for the protection and security of the
revenue, that are quite independent of judicial and magisterial laws and regula-
tions; the mode by which you enforce payment of the revenue is quite distinct and
separate from the magisterial power,

1865. 1 am aware, as collector, that you act under certain regulations, and
that those regulations you are authorized to enforce; in the enforcement of them,
do you not call in the aid of the magistrate, if nccessary, to give sanction and
efficacy to the rule ?—No; you call in sometimes the civil power; if a defaulter,
who is able to pay, refuscs to pay, then you move the civil court and imprison
him as a debtor; but that 1s a civil procceding that you manage through the
judge of the district and not the magistrate.

1866. Mr. Wilson Patten.] Have you no summary process of your own as a
magistrate ?—Not as a magistrate ; the collector, as a revenue officer, can, in
certain cases, attach the crops, but he has no power, as a magistrate, that enables
him to enforce the payment of the revenue more than he had when purely a
collector, and before magisterial powers were conferred upon him.

1867. Mr. George Thompson.] In what form do you take your revenue from
the ryots or from the village ?—Generally in money, and here and there,
although it is almost superseded now in kind, but generally in money.

1868. At what particular period do you demand the payment of the assess-
ment >—The periods are fixed in different districts with reference to the time
that the crop ripens and is brought to market.

1869. Does the cultivator dispose of his produce hefore he satisfies the demand
of the revenue, or is he obliged to pay the amount of the assessment before he
can become the master of his own crop t—1e generally has time to sell his crop
before he pays his revenue ; that rule may be in some cases violated, but if it is, it
is the fault of the collector; thatis one of the points that requires particular atten-
tion in revenue management, to allow the cultivator time to sell the crop before
you come and press him for his rent; sometimes where a careless system pre-
vails, the revenue is demanded before the cultivator has had time to dispose of
his crops ; but the instructions of the Government on that head ave very par-
ticular, and on scveral occasions orders have been sent to me as revenue com-
missioner, to take care of that point, to fix the instalments at such periods as to
give the ryots suflicient time to sell their crops and have money available ;
because if they are presscd for the rent before they have a fair time to sell the
crop, they are obliged to go to the money-lender, and have to pay interest and
get deeper into his books.

1870. Are there not often frequent changes in consequence of removals and
deaths and illness among the collectors 2—Frequently.

1871. Are not those generally disadvantageous to the people on the spot ?—
They certainly are.

1872. And would it not be better if there were some scttlement, I will not
say permanent, but for a fixed and tolerably extended period, so that the
removal of a particular man from any of those causes might not affect the
interest of the ryots >—All our settlements should certainly have permanency in
view, but it is difficult in India, where the vicissitudes of the scasons are so great,
and the value of the erops is so changeable, it is difficult to fix such an assess-
ment as can be paid in all years ; no doubt it is to be done, but it requires a
great deal of carc and time, otherwise if a settlement is made fixed, except on the
best data, and after the fullest inquiry, you find that you arc obliged to alter it,
as in the case of Broach: Mr. Vibart, the revenuc commissioner, a very com-
petent ofticer and a liberal-minded man, made that scttlement at Broach, and I
believe the principles of it were good, and he endeavoured to fix it at the rate
which he thought the ryots would be able permanently to pay, but many scasons
had not passed before it was impossible to realize that rent; it is desirable, but
very difficult to accomplish.

1873. Is it not your opinion that the collector should he a man well acquainted
with the institutions of the native villages, and the institutions prevailing in the
collectorate where he is officiating for a tiine, and that he should make himself,
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by close study and coming in contact with the people thoroughly informed as to
their circumstances, that he may obtain a knowledge of their real ability to paya
certain amount of assessment >—Certainly ; unless so informed he is unfit to be
a collcctor.

1874. Is it not within the scope of your experience that often great disasters
and somctimes almost cntire ruin have been brought upon a given district or
collectorate, in consequence either of the inexperience or the rapacity or the
negligence of the collector ?—I have known instances, certainly, of districts
suffering sadly from the collector not being properlf' qualified ; [ have known
districts severely injured and exposed to all the evils of over-assessment, owing
to the unfitness of the collector, but never, T think, owing to his personal rapacity.

1875. 1 meant from his anxiety to keep up the revenue to a given amount,
and not to expose himself to the imputation at head quarters of having neglected
his duty ’—I am not aware of any instance in which I could trace the ruin of a
district to that anxiety, but I have heen able to trace, I think, the evils under
which a district may have laboured to the unfitness of the collector, to his neglect
of his instructions, or his inability to carry them into effect,

1876, Have you heard when in India such a term as * revenue screw r”—-Yes,
I have.

1877. And have you heard certain collectors described as “ crack collectors” ?
—Yes, I have heard that.

1878. You have described what has been, in some instances, the effect produced
by injudicious management ; have you not, on the other hand, known collectors,
who, being wise, and cousiderate, and lenient men, and acting upon cnlightened
views and principles, have for a time lowered the assessment, and perhaps pro-
duced as an immediate result defalcations in the revenue, but who have conferred
lasting benefits upon large numbers of persons by the course they adopted 2—I
think when the rovenue has been judiciously reduced, and under such a system
that secured advantages to the actual cultivator, that the eflects have been
excellent.

1879. You some time ago hazarded a conjecture as to the proportion of cotton
that must be required to satisfy the Govermment demand ; are you aware that
Mr. Davics, the collector at Broach, has set down as the ryot’s share of a candy
of cotton, valued in Bombay at 75 rupees 13 annas, 16 rupees 3 annas, and the
Government demand, the realized demand, as 48 rupees 10 annas P—That is stated
in Mr. Davies’s report.

1880. e classifics the land into three descriptions; of a certain quality of
land, so many becegas are required to produce a candy of cotton ; and there is a
comparative estimate in regard to other descriptions of land; but striking an
average, he gives to the ryot 16 rupecs 3 annas for his labour and subsistence,
the kecp of bullocks and keeping his implements in order, and 48 rupees
10 annas to the Government as their demand of the gross produce 2—It would
not be fair to form an opinion of the general assessment from that particular
statement. T'hat that statement is correct I have no doubt, and that Mr. Davies
is a qualified officer I have no doubt is the fact; but during those ycars the
Erice of cotton must have been cxceedingly low, and must have fallen much

elow the average price. I think, myself, that the Broach assessment is too
high, but I do not think that that fairly represents the whole of it; the land
could not be cultivated, it would be thrown up, if that was thc average as-
sessment.

1881. Sir Edward Colcbrooke.] If, according to this statement, the Govern-
ment take 48 rupees, and the ryot’s expenses were 16, would not the ryot only
receive one-fourth of the crop 7 —Only one-fourth.

1882. And the Government would take three-fourths 2—Yes.

1883. Therefore, when Mr. Davies states that the ryot’s expenses are esti-
mated at one-third, docs not he make a mistake in his figures; you said that if
the Government took 48 rupces, and the ryot only received 16, that the
(overnment would take three-fourths of the crop 7— According to that state-
ment.

1884. Therefore, if Mr. Davies attached to these figures a statement that the

ot’s expenses were at onc-third, would not that be a mistake in his figures 2—

can imagine it being correct in this way, that the season was exceedingly bad ;
I have known the demand nearly absorb the whole produce.

1885. Chairman.] Have you known that happen frequently 2—Not frequently,
<. 0.41. X2 but
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but I have known it; when I revised the asscssment during the inquiries at
Surat, I have known that ; probably it is not a mistake, and it has been owing
to a deficient crop, and to low prices concurring.

1886. Mr. George Thompson.] Are you aware whether much cotton is grown
in the territory of the Rajah of Bhownugger ?— Not a great deal ; a good deal of
cotton is grown in Katcewar, in the Gurkwar and our tributarics.

1887. Is any large portion of that exported 2—Almost the whole.

1888. I believe, apart from the discharge of your professional duties in India,
you were always led to take a lively interest in the welfare and advancement of
the native population, and in the developement of the resources of the soil 7—
Yes.

1889. I find, from the Blue Book, that in the yecar 1837 you wrotc a letter
from ,» where you were stationed, to the Bombay Government, send-
ing them at that period samples of various kinds of cotton, and suggesting
to them that they should forward those samples to the honourable court of
directors, with a request that practical mechanics should be allowed to inspect
them, and that a premium should be offered for any machine which on trial
should be found to effect the important object of cleaning the raw cotton from
the dirt and from the extraneous impuritics which it contained ; do you recol-
lect that *—Yes.

189o. Do you recollect, also, that you suggested the propriety of sending
with the cotton detailed descriptions of the foot-rollers used for cleaning the
cotton F-~Yes.

1891. Were those samples shipped to England >— I believe they were, but I
do not recollect ; samples frequently were sent to England ; there was a great
deal of correspondence on the subject: I do not recollect what followed that
particular recommendation.

1892. You state, also, to the Chamber of Commerce in Bombay, in 1838,
that you thought they should send home the native roller (the churka), which
was found to clean the cotton with less injury to the staple than the gin, and
that mechanies should be invited to inspeet that roller, and premiums should
be offered for any improvements upon that primitive native machine ; are you
aware whether any results followed your own recommendations *—1 think that
the honourable court of dircctors opened a communication with partics at
Liverpool or parties in the north with that view, for T was invited on one occa-
sion by the court to meet them at Liverpool to inspect and to sce the opera-
tion of some machines that had been invented or brought there for this very
purpose.

1893. In what year was that 2—In 1841, I think.

1894. You did not hear while in India the result of your recommendations
previously made to the Government?—No, I did not.

1895. Are you aware that there was once in India, and in the Decean as well
as in Guzerat, a tax levied upon every churka?—There was sucha tax at Broach;
I do not remember that tax being any where clse.

1896. Was it not in the Deccan ?—No; I am not very certain; I recollect it
at Broach, and it was abolished.

1897. When was it abolished 7—Many years ago; some 15 years ago.

1898. Do you remember whether it was a tax upon the cl.urka when actually
uscd, or upon the mere possession of the churka 7—1I think it was when actually
used ; Iimagine that there were few kept that were not used.

1899. Was there a tax also upon ploughs? — Yes, there was a tax upon
ploughs in various districts ; the  Hull veera,” a very common tax.

1900. In additivn to the land-tax ?—Yes.
1901. Chairman.] Was that levied by the East India Company ?—Yes.
1902. Was it originated by them ?—No, it was a native tax.

1903. Mr. George Thompson.] Was there also a tax on the weaver’s loom ?
—Yes, but they have almost all been repealed; all, 1 think.

1904. Was there also an export duty on raw cotton at the ports in the pro-
vinces which were under your management 2—At all those ports under my
management there was an export duty levied ; and on that portion of the cotton
that was exported to the United Kingdom a drawback on the duty was allowed ;
while on the portion that was exportcd to China (for those are the two great
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markets for the Guzerat cotton, half comes to this country and half goes to
China), the duty was taken and kept; in the other case it was returned.

1905. Did you, as revenue commissioner in the Decean, issue, with the sanc-
tion of the local government, notifications through your provinces, dated respee-
tively the 24th of Fcbruary and the 1st of August 1835, and the 1st and 17th
of November 1836, granting certain exemptions from assessment to land culti-
vated with cotton and the Mauritius sugar-cane 7—Yes.

1906. Will you state to the Committee what led you to issue those notifica-
tions 7—It was very desirable to extend the sugar-cane in Western India and
in India generally. The indigenous cane is a small black cane; and a native,
I think a Parsce, of the name of Framjee Cowasjee, had introduced the Mauritius
cane into Bombay ; he had bought a few cancs, and had propagated them there ;
but it was confined to Salsette, and I think that I recommended the purchase of
his canes for the purpose of making cuttings, and propagating them and intro-
ducing the Mauritius sugar-cane into the interior; a good deal of trouble was
taken in the matter, but the natives did not scem to appreciate it ; some of them
took to it very well, but it went on very slowly. It was thought that some parts
of the Deccan might suit the cotton plant, and that it might be grown to advan-
tage there, and seed was given to the natives, and some encouragement offered
to them, but they took to it very slowly, and it struck me that some decided
mcasures must be taken to introduce these improvements, some measures that
the pecople would understand, and that would speak to their interests so plainly,
showing them that they were sure of success, and I proposed it in onr part of
the Deccan, where there is very little cotton grown ; Candeish is hardly in the
Deccan, while a2 number of people who were competent judges conceived that
there was a goud deal of land on which cotton might grow and thrive, and to
ascertain this point, and really to give the people every encouragement that
could be given, I recommended that no assessment should be taken at all. There
was a good deal of fraud in the Decean ; the officers had not been properly looked
after; remissions had been given which never reached the pockets of those
whom they were intended to benefit, and 1 thought that this would put a
stop to all kinds of trickery and misunderstanding. The Government wished the
improvement, and I recommended no tax at all, remitting the revenue entirely.
The Bombay Government approved of it, and Sir Robert Grant personally took
an interest in the question. After some conversation with the Governor, a short
proclamation was issucd, setting forth that for five years any one who would cul-
tivate cotton in the Deeean was to pay no rent at wll, and where the Mauritius
sugar-cauc was grown the same remission should be allowed.

1907. Was that an improved deseription of cotton from foreign sced ?—No ;
we were trying experiments at that time ; 1 got some cotton from Guzerat, and
an American contractor had sent out some Awmerican cotton, and we were dis-
tributing the sced 5 & good many natives took to it hindly, and we thought that
this would give them a spur at the time, as it was a great object to introduce it
into the Deccan, where Tittle but grain was grown of any value ; and all these
circumstances induced the Government to consent to my recommendation for
the exemptions in question.

1908. Did many of the ryots avail themselves of those notifications ?—~A good
many.

1909. Was there any loss to the Government in consequence of their adoption
of your recommendation ;—I should say that the loss was very inconsiderable,
very small indced; the assessment that would lave been received from
that land would have amonnted to a mere trifle ; indeed, I think, far from injur-
ing the revenue, it would have improved it, and the people would have been
raising a more salcable article, and that would have enabled them to pay the
rent on the other land. When the ryot’s eircumstances improve, he extends his
cultivation; when there is a light assessment, he pays you casily and extends his
cultivation, and, certainly, so fur as a matter of revenue goes, I think it was no loss.

1910. Were those lands on which the cotton and the Mauritius sugar-cane
were grown of any value -—Of comparatively little value, in the Deccan; the
assessment there is very inconsideiable ; it does not amount to much, because the
land was poor, but it amounted to something ; that would, of course, have been
remitted ; whereas.the land on which the sugar-cane was grown paid a compara-
tively high rent at that time.

1911. Were any of the waste lands taken in for those purposes ?—1I rather
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think not; I am not quite certain as to that point; certainly the Mauritius
sugar-canc would have been grown on land which had been previously used as
cane land.

1912. Did you examine those portions of the Decean where those grants were
principally made and those experiments tricd ?-~1 think in the Poonah and
Ahmednugger districts, as regards the cotton and the Mauritius sugar-cane ; the
proclamation extended to the whole portions that 1 superintended. )

1913. Was therc a prospect of the cultivation of those articles extending
under the influence and cncouragement of those notifications -—There was a
very favourable prospect.

1914. How long were those notifications in force 7—That question I cannot
answer, because I rcally do not remember, but I think upwards of a year.

1915. How came they to he withdrawn ?—The Bengal Government, observing
the proclamation which appeared in the Government Gazette, disapproved of it;
they did not, however, annul the proclamation ; the matter was referred home,
and orders came out from England to rescind the proclamation,

1916. Why did the Bengal Supreme Government disapprove of those notifi-
cations 7—They thought that an exemption of that kind, if granted at all, should
be extended to all India; I believe that was the principal ground.

1917. Did you ever hear it alleged, as their objection to your notifications,
that if they were allowed to continue, they would lead to the conversion of
Bombay into a great cotton farm *—I do not remember that 5 [ never saw that
on record.

1918, Were any adsances made on the faith of your notifications, any capital
laid out, or any money horrowed 7-=How the ryot, who took advantage of the
proclamation, raised his means for cultivating, I do not know 5 probably in the
usual way ; T am not aware that he borrowed money, because it did not belong
to us to inquire.

10919. Was the recalling of those notifications, or the eancelling of them, re-
trospective or merely prospective ; was it prohibited for the future, or did the
order from the Court of Directors actually annul the grants that had heen pre-
viously made ?—1¢ did not, I think, annul the grants that had been previously
made by proclimation ; they were given to the publie, and assured to them on
the faith of the local (overnment, that this exemption would bhe granted to
any onc applying for leases withiu five years, and those applications were coming
forward ; many had been granted, and it was going on very favourably for a
year and upwards, when the order came fiomn this country rescinding that pro-
clamation, and of course the (Government were obliged to obey that order; the
five ycars, during which time the Government had determined to grant leases,
had not expired.

1920. What was the effect upon the natives generally, ryots and others, of the
withdrawal of those notifications by the order of the Court of Directors 2—1
think it created disappointment and dissatisfaction; the proclamation having
been issued, and not made subject to the pleasure of the court; I think it might
in some degree have had the effcet of shaking their confidence in our proclama-
tions for the future.

1921. What was the view taken by yourself of the course adopted by the
Court of Directors, in ordering the withdrawal of those notifications?—- I thought it
very inexpedient, and now think that it was an inexpedient measure; the Govern-
ment having made the proclamation, and the faith of the Government having
been pledged to it, 1 think it ought to have been respected and not annulled.

1922. Without referring to the intentions of the Court of Directors, with
respect to the practical effect of their conduct, did you regard them as the
friends of commerce and of the people of India in that particular act — Certainly
not, in that particular act.

1923. In your judgment, was the withdrawal of these notifications mischie-
vous or otherwise to the immediate welfare of the pcople, and the future increase
of the revenue of India?—1 rccommended that measure after mature considera-
tion, and being of the samne opinion now that I was then, I think that its tendency
was injurious.

1924. Did not Bombay at one time enjoy the almost exclysive monopoly of
the cotton trade to China ?-——Yes, it did.

1925. Is that monopoly enjoyed now ?~1I am told not exclusively.

1920, Who
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1926. Who is our competitor in the China market ?—1t is said that the Ameri-
cans of late years have imported some cotton.

1927. Are they pushing us out of the ports of China with regard to cotton ?—
I believe that they have made but little progress hitherto, but it is feared they
may, and I think that that fear is well founded.

1928. 1 presume they send their cotton there when their erop is very
abundant and the prices arc low here ?—Yes, no doubt that would be an
inducement.

1929. If they go on doing that, what will be the probable result ?--To drive
the Bombay cotton out of the China market.

1930. And there would therefore be, anticipating that result, a greater neces-
sity for increasing the trade between this country and Bombay in regard to
cotton ? —Certainly.

1931. What is your general views of the internal resources of that portion of
India with which you are acquainted, the whole of Giuzerat and the table land
of India, supposing that there was an improved means of transit and export, pro-
vided ; I speak of the capacity of the country to give us a commeree in cotton 2
—I think it might be vastly and incalculably increased, particularly in the inte-
rior of India, Candeish and Berar; when I speak of there being no limit to
the production in thosc countries, I do not quite apply that to Guzerat proper,
though there I think the quantity might be considerably increased, but not to
such an extent as to make an impression upon the gencral trade of this country.

1932. Mr. Plowden.] Did you not say that the cotton would be driven out of
the Bombay market 2-—Yes.

1933. Do you supposc that America could furnish the quantity that China
requires to the extent that the Bombay market has done 7—The productive
powers of America, I am told, are so immense, that T should think there was
great danger of that; if it was sufficiently profitable, it would induce them to
send it to China; and I think they would find the article.

1934. Hitherto that has not been so ?—No, it is quite an unusual thing.

1935. Mr. J. B. Smith.] Do you happen to know what was the total produce
of cotton in the Bombay district ? —I do not remember.,

1936. Not how many thousand bhales * No, I do not remember.

1937. Are you aware that the United States of America have grown as much
as 2,378,000 bales of cotton per annum of 4 cwt. cach ¥ I know that the quan-
tity is immensc ; 1 was not aware of the figures.

1938. The quantity that is grown in the Bombay district cannot at present
approach to that —Not now.

1939. And, thercfore, you would infer, if America grows so large a quantity,
that she is capable of supplying China as well as the Bombay district, if she can
supply that at as low a price ?—Yes.

1940. Mr. George Thompson.] You have spoken of the gencral benefits that
would arise from a railway into the interior ; what would be the effect of a
railway in the direction of Sholapoor *—Very advantageous, because a great
deal of cotton is produced just beyond Sholapoor ; there is a sccond ghaut, and
the country above those ghauts produces a great deal of cotton, and is capable
of producing a great deal more; and the cotton grown in that part of the Deccan
would come by Sholapoor ; consequently any means of transmitting it to the
coast would be a benefit.

1941. Have you, in travelling in the Deccan, seen much waste land on which
cotton might be grown #—"There is a vast deal of waste land in the Deccan, bat I
imaginc, generally speaking, that it is not land on which cotton could be grown
with success: I speak of our part of the Deccan, Poonah and the Ahmeduugger
districts ; the Nizam's country is the Decean, but where the Com pany is sovereign
in the Deccan, 1 am afraid that a great deal of cotton could mot be grown;
Candeish is a cotton country of the Deccan, the Company’s portion of it.

1042. What would you do to induce the people on the spot to cultivate the
waste land, cither as regards cotten or other exportable commoditics #—I think
the native system, which we have pursued, judiciously applicd, is a very good
way, that of giving them the lcases under which they cultivate the land free of
rent, for, say two or threc years, and then, in the third or the fourth, and in
that kind of way, therevenue is gradually increased till it amounts to a full
assessment; the total or the partial exemption is fixed in reference to the
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difficulties that people have to encounter in clearing the land. In Candeish,
where there is a great dcal of wild jungle and deep-rooted grass, there they will
not undertake to clear the land aund cultivate it, unl]css they have unusually good
terms; a Jong lease, and a total excmption from the payment of revenue for
scveral years.

1943. Has it struck you, in travelling through Candeish or Berar, that a great
portion of the country was very imperfectly cultivated? —A very large portion.

1044. And land cultivable that might be made productive ?—VYes.

1945. You have stated that in order to encourage the natives in such regions
to bring thosc lands under cultivation you would adopt some such system as you
have referred to?—VYes.

1046. The cultivator, under such circumstances, docs not require any large
amount of pecuniary means to cnable him to go at once to the cultivation of the
land ?—Ile does not, but requires some ; he is content with a little.

1047. Comparing the capital which he would require with the capital which
a farmer with a few acres here considers necessary, it would be a very insigni-
ficant sum ?—Very small.

1048. Have you not scen some villages partially, if not wholly, deserted, on
spots where the land might be cultivated to advantage >—Yes; few perhaps
totally deserted, but many where the population was very small; they had
forsaken the village in bad times, and had not returned ; and a great deal of land
that was once under the plough is now lying waste.

1949. The natives of India, IDbelieve, arc not prone to desert their villages
except under the influence of some very powerful canses r—No, certainly not.

1050. Would they not gladly return to their villages ?—Yes, under easy rents,
and a good system of advances and encouragements of that kind.

1951. Speaking of advances, would you advise the Government, if you were
called on to give advice, to make, under certain circumstances, advances to the
caltivators *—1 think, under certain restrictions, and judiciously made, that
advances are very desirable to improve the condition of the people and to extend
production. They must be given with circumspection and judgment, and care
taken that they are recovered at the proper time, or you arc apt to make advances
and lose the money altogether, and, perhaps, not benefit the ryot. It is not
necessary to take security, which the ryot can never give exeept by paying for
it, and if he pays for it before the advance is given, the object of the advance is,
in a great degrec, lost.

1952. Would you, if you were uncontrolled, make those advances in addition
to an exemption for three or five years from the payment of the lund assessment?
—Yes, occasionally 1 think I have done so.

1953. Suppose the transit from the interior to the coast were so improved that
there was no obstruction offered to the free exportation of cotton, what would be
the return traffic >—Principally salt and Europcan goods, in cloth and picce
goods of various kinds, and in the foreign articles of China. A great deal of the
China produce is brought from Bombay, that spreads over the interior of India;
but salt, as a local production, would be the chief article.

1954. Comparing the consumption of salt on onc side of the Ghauts with the
consumption of salt on the other, are the people in the interior abundantly sup-
plied with that article 2—They are better supplied in the interior than they were,
but still I do not think that they are abundantly supplied. The change that the
Government made some years ago in the mode of taxing the salt at the pans,
taxiug it only once, and allowing it to pass through all the districts of the interior
free, was a great benefit to those living in the interior, because before tha}t
measure was passed, it had to pay at a great many different places, and before it
went farinto the interior, the aggregate amount of those payments, those customs
on the road, enhanced the price enormously, and those customs on the road
being abolished, and there only heing one payment at the pans when it leaves
them, it is supplicd to the inhabitants of the interior of India much cheaper than
formerly.

1955. Then it seems, looking back to former ycars, that the land-tax has only
been one of a multitude of taxes which the cultivator has had to pay >—Only
one of many.

1956. The salt-tax was one of the imposts you spoke of 2—Yes; an answer
to a question of that kind would hardly apply with equal truth to all; they
were exposed to a great many taxes besides the regular land-tax, and extra

cesses of all kinds existed out of number; under our Government, particularly
of
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of late years, a great many, perhaps most of them, have been abolished ; and
one object has been to consolidate the tax a good deal upon the land, instead of
collecting it under various heads.

1957. Already there has been a considerable amount of salt sent up into the
country, in consequence of levying the duty only at the pans, and in consequence,
I suppose, bullocks come from the interior to the coast with cotton, taking up a
return load of salt 7—Yes ; and the more cotton that was brought to the coast in
this manner, the greater the encouragément to export again.

1958. Am I right in supposing that the natives 100 miles away from the
coast are in the habit of consuming very much less salt than those on the coast?
—Much less.

1959. Supposing the article were cheapened and the means of transit improved,
would they not become consumers to a much greater extent ?— Yes.

1960. And that would be one main branch of the return traffic >—No doubt.

1961. Are you aware of any calculation of the extent to which British manu-
factures are consumed by the natives of the Deccan ?—I cannot give any figures;
it is on a very large scalc ; as the circumstances of the people improve, the con-
sumption of those articles would, I am satisfied, extend.

1962. As a general rule, the natives of India are fond of dress, are they not ?
—They are.

196?. As you saw them in your travels in the interior, were they sufficiently
clothed —In Guzerat, where they are better off than in the Deccan, they
are generally well clothed ; in the Deccan they are badly clothed, and their
appearance bespeaks their poverty.

1964. Do you think that a fair index to their poverty ?—To a certain extent ;
a practised cyc can a good deal judge the condition of people from the appear-
ance of their dress and dwellings; a person constantly moving about and
examining the houses in the villages can, to a certain extent, see what condition
they are in.

1065. Is it your belief, that if they were profitably employed in growing
cotton for the English market, thcy would become, in proportion, consumers of
English manufactures >—Yes, it 18; it is almost within ‘my recollection when
that trade began. Mr. Ritchie, a merchant, came out, who almost "established
it ; he had connexions in Glasgow, and it incrcased wonderfully.

1966. It would not be a trade all on one side? -No, I should think not.

1967. You would say that the natives of India, when able to command the
means, are fond of articles of dress %—Certainly.

1968. And would be consumers of British manufactures in the precise pro-
portion as their circumstances improved —Yes.

1969. Is the whole of the cotton crop in the interior invariably sent down to
the coast during the season 7—No ; in Guzerat frequently, before it is screwed
and completed, and ready for exportation, the south-western monsoon sets in,
and prevents the vessels reaching Bombay; and when I have been at Gogo,
where I was for some time, I have witnessed whole fleets of the country cotton
boats obliged to return, from the south-western monsoon having set in, and pre-
vented them leaving.

. 1970. Does not that occasion loss to all parties, when it occurs —Yes, serious
083,

1971. The loss of interest upon money ?—Yes, and the warehouse expenses.

1972. Also loss of colour?—Yes.

1973. And the rotting of the bags in which the cotton has been packed, and
the expense of storing and watching ?>—Yes.

1974. And possibly a fall in the market ?7—VYes,

1975. Those losses would be removed by an improved means of transit 7~—
Yes, that is clear; the cotton ripens so late that they have hardly time to get it
to Bombay before it is overtaken by the rainy season; so that any quickening
of the transmission would be a great advantage.

1976. Whatever may have been the failure of other experiments that may
have been made, have you ever known the experiment of a good road to fail 7—
No, I think that it has invariably been attended with the best cffects to the
country and the Government in improving the country, .

1977. Have you had opportunities of witnessing on the oneside the disadvan-
tages of there being no roads, or bad roads, and ghave you had opportunities of
witnessing on the other hand the great advantage of there being good roads, or,

0.41. Y at

T. Williamson,

14 March 1848.



T. Williamson,
Euq.

14 March 1848.

170 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE (taken before SELECT COMMITTEE

at least, roads that were capable of sustaining wheeled carriages —Yes, I have ;
on the Poonah road it has been quite remarkable the number of carts that of late
years have been brought upon the road.

1078. Is not there a road there which is called the « Bhore ” Ghaut ?~—Yes.

1979. When wasit made passable for wheeled carriages 2—I do not remember
the year.

1980. At some recent period, and at the expense of the Government, it was
made capable of sustaining wheeled carriages, was it not 2—Yes.

1981. What did it realize soon after that in toll 2—It realized at first a few
hundred rupees.

1982. What was it subscquently farmed for ?—T forget the figures; but I
know that the amount of toll collected there increased most rapidly.

1983. Is this the state of the case, that when this pass was first made practi-
cable ahout the year 1828, the toll realized between 400 7 and 500 /. sterling a
year, and that 12 years ago, a speculator, who took this road and farmed it from
the Government, was ruined by agrecing to give 1,000 [. 7—Yes.

1084. Is it now the fact that that road annually lets for between 3,000 /. and
4,000 /.7—Yes, so I understand.

1985 Is it the fact that the annual produce of that toll, besides providing the
expense of the necessary repairs, covers the original cost of constructing the road?
—I believe that to be perfectly correct; it was stated on the best evidence.

1986. Is it your opinion that if roads of a similar kind were made, similar
results would follow #—They might not be to the sume extent, because that is a
great thoroughfare, but very great,

1987. Isit not, as a general principle, one of the wisest steps that any Govern-
ment can take in India to coustruct trunk roads and branch roads to facilitate
commerce between one region and another 7—1 think so ; there is no measure
that would improve India so cflectually.

1988. By improving India, you mean improving the condition of the natives
of India?—Yes, you would improve all intcrests, the condition of the people,
and it would develope the resources of the country, and in the same proportion
bencfit the Government by increasing its public revenue.

1989. Do you know the total amount of roads that the Government of
Bombay have made within the last 30 years in length, made roads fit for
traffic %—1I have stated it in the pamphlet you hold in your hand.

1990. You have stated that 350 miles are all that the Government of Bombay
have made ?—I put that down after particular inquiry, and I have every
reason to belicve that it is perfectly correct.

1991. ‘That is to say, from Panwell, the port of communication with Bombay,
in the direction of Calcutta, the road only extends to Ahmednugger, a distance
of about 150 miles, and has no branch to Sholapoor and Hyderabad -1 believe
that is correct.

1992. You then say, “ The consequence is, that the cotton which might travel
the whole distance to the sea-coast on carts along the made road, at the rate of
six bullocks’ loads on a cart drawn by two bullocks, 12 miles per diem, now
creeps the greater part of the distance six loads on six separate pack bullocks,
only eight miles per diem ”—Yes, I made that statcment.

1093. Do you think this amount of roads in a country so vast as the Presi-
dency of Bombay is an amount of roads that reflects credit upon the administra-
tion of the Government in that part of India?—No, I do not think that it
reflects credit ; 1 think more ought to have been done in respect to roads, and
more revenue ought to have been returned to the people in the shape cf roads
and other improvements.

1994 Have you ever been sent for by the authorities at the India-house to
give them information touching these points ?—-1 do not think I have; I have
often conversed with the directors.

1995. Have you never becn sent for by the directors as a body, to furnish
them with information ?—Never.

1996. Not while they have been professing to the people of Manchester their
great desire to get them cotton and sending out planters from America, and
avowing their wish to do every thing in their power to improve India and supply
the manufacturers here with the raw material ; have they never sent for you,
with your large experience 'to ¢nuable them to adopt right measures ?—1T think
the only formdl mvitation that I received ‘was thiat to ' Liverpool, when thei

repaire
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repaired to that city to examine some of those machines that were to be tried
with the view of cleaning the cotton in an improved manner.

1997. Without over-estimating your own ability to give advice, if you had
been sent for, with your information and knowledge of India and its water and
capacities, you might have furnished to the court of directors some valuable
suggestions, and aided them in carrying out their professed object 2—I should
have been happy to supply them with the information that I possessed ; I have
given great attention to the interests of India.

1998. While it appears that the directors have overlooked you, has it come
within your knowledge that they have sent for others who have served them in
India, and who had gathered information on the spot of the most valuable
kind ?-—I do not remember having heard of their having done so.

1999. Sir Edward Colebrooke.] You have stated that there is a difficulty in
having a fixed assessment in Bombay, owing to the vicissitudes of the scasons ;
would not that opinion be somewhat modified by the amount of the assessment?
—Of course.

2000. And that, if the assessment was moderate, the collector would, prac-
tically, have very little difficulty in collecting it from year to year ?—I think
the assessment that was proposed to be made at Broach was, perhaps, on as per-
fect a principle as could be adopted ; but 1 remember that the instructions from
this country were these, that the assessment should be fixed permanently for 30
years, at a fair modcrate amount, but in the event of any exccediugly bad
season and the crops failing to a large cxtent, there was to be a remission
allowed in very bud years, but no increase waus cver to be taken ; but in the
event of a serious failure, then there was to be an cxamination to ascertain the
amount of it, and a reduction made; I should think it would be necessary,
in any assessment to be permanent, that it must in those extreme cascs be
modified.

2001. What principle guided you in determining what amount should be
collected from year to year ; did it depend upon the proportion of the produce ?
—That was the principal guide ; but you look at the capabilitics of the soil, to
what its productive powers were estimated to be, what it had been assessed at,
and not only what it had been assessed at, but actually paid, and how much
the assessment had been reduced.

2002. Did you understand that you were to collect generally the rent that the
land might fairly let at >—Yes.

2003. And the Government was to take the whole rent of the land 2—The
Government was to take the whole sum fixed, but if a remission was necessary,
the Government (uite authorized the collector to grant it ; they had liberal in-
structions under that head ; if the rent was too high and it was collected, it was
the fault of the collector : the instructions were very fair and just.

2004. You had to decide upon the amount after a general survey, with refer-
ence to what had hitherto been paid, and what you thought the cultivator could
afford >—That was always looked to as a guide; 1 first ascertained what the
past payment had becn, and what the land was worth, and if I thought that the
rent was too high, although it might have been collected for 20 years, I wonld
not have hesitated, and have often reduced it, and I have ag\'ays had that
sanctioned.

2005. Under that system, were the shares in the villages very saleable ?—The
sale of shares is a thing, I think, almost unknown ; if they did it as a speculation,
I think it would not have been very profitable ; but where a liberal reduction is
made in the assessment, and land is held under a tenure that enables the culti-
vator to transfer it, you find people ready enough to take the land when the
rent is low. ]

2006. Have you ever known any instances in Bombay of land being sold in
that way ; villages or small holdings >—Therc is a good deal of land in almost
every district partially free of rent, held upon a quit rent, perhaps not above a
third or a fourth of the amount of the full rent, and that land frequently changes
hands, by sale and otherwise.

2007. But not of land which is assessed to the full amount of the Govern-
ment demand ?—No; I do not think, under the usages of the country there, that
the people are authorized to sell, without the sanction of the Government,

2008. You are aware that in the North-Western Provinces of India, villages
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and shares in villages are frequently and constantly sold >—I believe they are;
but the sale of land, either for arrears of rent or any other cause, has never
been resorted to in India in the Bombay Presidency: it frequently occurs in
Bengal, but there land is never sold to satisfy the decrees of the court, or the
demands of the Government.

2009. What means have you had of collecting arrears /—If arrears are due
we can attach the crops; we are empowered to seize the cultivator’s property,
and even to imprison him as a civil debtor; but these measures are not often
resorted to, except that sometimes the crop is attached; that is the system of
exacting the revenue.

2010. The ordinary time of fixing the assessment was when the crop was on
the ground, was it not>—Yes ; it ought to he made immediately that its value
is ascertained ; it is sometimes declayed, but improperly delayed ; and this gives
rise to great mercantile inconvenience and injustice to the cultivator, especially
at Broach and Surat.

2011. Then the cultivator commenced his cultivation without the smallest
knowledge of what the extent of the Government demand might be ?—I{e had
some knowledge, a considerable knowledge, because the revenue at Broach, if

ou allude to that, was a question of fixed assessment; if a little more or a little
ess was taken when the settlements were finally concluded in reference to the
season, for instance, suppose it was three rupees an acre, and he had never paid
more than three rupees, that was a kind of standard, and he would be sure that
three rupees or about three rupees would be taken.

2012. It depended upon the opinion of the collector afterwards what amount
he should take, did it not?—It depended upon the actual facts, upon the real
return of the crop, and the ryot could challenge the survey if the crops were
overvalued ; he could say, “ This is not a fair return,” and then there would be
another appraiser sent, and a second valuation made.

2013. Were you assisted in your decision by any survey or measurement as
a guide to what was to be demanded from each cultivator *-—The extent of the
lands was ascertained by a survey that had been previously made in the Broach
districts, so that the size of each man’s holding was accurately known.

2014. But your dccision depended upon the information you received as to
the amount of the crop 2—Yes, but you first ascertained that that information
was respectable.

2015. Mr. Wilson Patten.] If a person did appeal against the assessment, was
your power, as an individual, limited to a remission of the assessment, or had
you the power of re-adjusting the assessment as between hi and other parties ?
—1f he objccted to the survey, then I would call before me those who had made
the estimates; and if 1 did not think they gave a satisfactory explanation, or [
was convinced that they had not made it fairly, I would have a second survey
made, and call in the cvidence of qualified people to explain it to me.

2016. In your annual visit to collect the revenue, if you made a remission of
the assessment, was that remission made always to the individual, or did yon on
that annual visit re-adjust the assessment temporarily »--Mcasures ought always
to be taken to secure the remission reaching the individual for whose relief
it is intended.

2017. You had not the power, upon an appeal, of re-adjusting the assessment
on each annual visit ?—If I found the rates heavier than they ought to be,I
could reduce them.

2018. Yes, to an individual ; but could you re-adjust them, as compared with
those holding lands in that same village or district !—Yes, I had a discretionary
power to do that.

2019. Mr. Charles Villiers.] Are the Committee to understand that the pre-
sent system of assessment of the land, looking at the amount, ana looking at the
circumstances under which it is collected, offer a decided impediment to the
extension of the growth of cotton in India, and the increase of the trade in
cotton with this country ?—1I think that the instructions under which the revenue
in the Bombay Presidency is now undergoing revision, meet every point; the
orders of the Court of Directors to the Government of Bombay are to revise the
assessment wherever it is heavy or unequal ; that process is going on now, and
when those instructions are fully carried into effect, I conceive that the assess-
ment will be on a proper basis.

2020. Do those instructions proceed on any plan or any change of syst;m

that
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that has been matured and recommended by experience —Yes, a very import-
ant change is involved ; the land at Sprat, and in various other districts, was
assessed according to its produce, and the same land, if it yielded sugar-cane,
would pay 8 L. or 4L ; but if that same land was cultivate(g with rice or other
grains, it would only, perhaps, pay a fourth or a fifth of that sum or less; orders
have gone out to assess the land, not according to its crop, but according to its
capacities, whatever the crop may be ; the survey and assessment are now going
on in the Bombay territories with the view of settling and fixing the revenue on
that principle.

2021. Is that confined to those districts you now refer to, or does it extend to
other parts of the Indian Government ?—The court’s instructions to assess the
land according to its natural capacity, and not according to its produce, apply,
I believe, to all the Government lands in India.

2022. That refers merely to the assessment; is therc any change of system
with respect to the collection which the Committee have understood from you is
also imperfect r—The instructions are to fix the periods of demand according to
the times that the cultivator can pay them with most facility.

2023. Will that prevent the collector being so dependent upon those persons
who, you say, are opposed to remissions when they are proposed 7—Yes, it will
make them quite independent of them, and it wi?'l fix a rent that the ryots can
easily pay in the average of years; that system has been going on and has
been practically introduced into many districts. It meets, however, with great
opposition from the * Zemindars” and native servants, and hence its progress
has been slow in some parts.

2024. Is it your opinion that when these changes are carried fully into effect,
that there will be a great encouragement given to the growth of cotton 2—Very
great.

2025. And that we may cxpect a greater quantity sent to this country in con-
sequence ?—1I think it will have that effect.
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