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I am very much impressed by the theme and

style and the manuner i which you have portrayed
the characters.........
Bellary. I, Raghava.
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Vi
My Dear Sir,

Many thanks for your letter of the 13th
instant.

I went through your interesting drama.
There is much sincerity of feeling and the language
is appropriate and powerful. The opening scenes
are effective and the drama has a certain amount of
unity until the return of Venkayya and his family
to the village.

From the point of view of dramatic art, it is
in my opinion a bit spoiled by too much of what
may be called propaganda, and the scenes subse-
quent to the return of the chief character and his
family to the village have no organic unity with the
plot and arc merely tacked on mechanically.
They are like links in a chain and not as organs of
a single hody. In fact, in this way there is
nothing to prevent you from tacking on other scenes
on the remaining portions of the Gandhian Gospel
or on any new principles and policies he may
lay down.

But, of course, this makes the drama more
popular.  But I do not think it can give it
artistic unity.

I am glad to note that your characters are
well-drawn and are naturally true to life though a
few strike me as abstract embodiments of
propagandist ideas rather than live complex
individuals.

As regards your language, dialectical Telugu,
no doubt, adds to the naturalness and life of the
drama but it too is not without its shadows. For
instance, some sentences are hardly intelligible to
people outside your gecgraphical range. Secondly,
dialect undergoes more changes than standardised
language. And it will not have the same perme-
nance as classical Telugu. The universality and
eternal vogue of Mahabharata is due to the fact
that its language is as intelligible to-day as it was
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then. Do you think that if our great .epics and
dramas had been written in local dialects instead of
standardised Sanskrit and standardised Pali, they
would have an appeal spread over centuries and
still remaining fresh and young ? However, on
this point. every artist must be his own judge.

1t is because you have, 1 think. talent and
sincerity of thought and feeling, without which no
effective writing is possible, I have ventured to
write at some length. This drama is sure to be
popular at the present time.

There is no obligation on you to publish this
opinion of mine. My only desire is that you should
try to produce better works in the future and add
to the richness of our language.

Yours sincerely,
C. R. Reddy.
Waltair, 17th June 1939. Vice - Chancellor.

P. S: Our people do not appreciate the difference
between historical changes in a language and
local dialects. For instance, English has under-
gone big changes from Earlv Naxon to Chaucer,
Chaucer to Shakespeare, and Shakespeare to
the present time. But it is the slow and
general development of a language. and every
phase of it can have literary value more or less
permenent, if not equally general at all times.
But to say, therefore, that poems should be
written in the dialect of Yorkshire or Scotland
or Weszex or Wales or Cockney, ete. is to
commit fallacy. Of course, poems could be
written in any language since life is feeling
and imagination and mnot grammar and
vocabulary. But then dialectical poems cannot
have a wide range of effective publicity nor will
they have a long life.—
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