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** It is neither our aim nor desire to substitute
the English Language for the vernacular dialects
of the country. We have always been most sensi-
ble of the importance of the use of the languages
which alone are understood by the great mass of
the population. These languages, and not English,
have been put by us in the place of Persian in
the administration of justice, and 1n the intercourse
between the officers of Government and the people.
It 15 indispensable, therefore, that, 1n any general
system of education, the study of them should be
assiduously attended to. And any acquamtance
with mmproved European knowledge which 1s to
be communicated to the great mass of the peoplc—
whose circumstances prevent them from acquiring
a high order of education, and who cannot be
expected to overcome the difficulties of a foreign
language—rcan only be conveyed to them through
one or othet of these vernacular languages.

“In any general system of education, the
English language should be taught where thereis a
demand for 1t ; but such instruction should always
be combined with a careful attention to the study
of the vernacular language of the district and with
such general instruction as can be conveyed through
that language. And while the English language
continues to be made use of, as by far the most
perfect medium for the education of these per-
sons who have acquired a sufficient knowledge of
1t to receive gemeral instruction through it, the
vernacular languages must be employed to teach
the far larger class who are 1gnorant of, or imper-
fectly acquainted with, English, This can only
be done effectually through the instrumentality of



masters and professors, who may, by themselves
knowing English, and thus having full access to
the latest improvements in knowledge of every
lund, impart to their fellow-countrymen, through
the medium of their mother-tongue, the informa-
tion which they have thus pbhtained. At the
same time, as the mmportance of the vernacular
languages becomes more appreciated, the verna-
cular literatures of India will be gradually enriched
by translations of European books, or by the
original compositions of men whose minds have
been 1mbued with the spirit of European advance-
ment, so that European knowledge may gradually
be placed in this manner within the reach of all
classes of the people. We look, therefore, to the
English language and to the vernacular languages
of India together as the media for the diffusion of
European knowledge, and it 1s our desire to see
them cultivated together 1n all schools in India
of a sufficiently high class to mamntamn a school-
master possessing the requisite quahfications.”
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“But on the other hand, the mother-tongue
1s of primary mmportance. The mother-tongue 1s
the true vehicle of mother-wit. Another medium
of speech may bring with 1t, as English brings
with 1t, a current of new 1deas. But the mother-
tongue 15 one with the air 1 which a man 1s
born.. . A man’s native speech 1= almost
like hlS sha.dow, inseparable from his personality.
In our way of speech we must each, as the old
saying runs, drink water out of our own cistern For
each one of usis a member of community. We
share 1ts energy and 1ts instincts; 1ts memories,
however dim, of old and far-off things. And it1s
through our vernacular, through our folk speech,
whether actually uttered or harboured 1n our un-
spoken thoughts, that most of us attan to the
characteristic expression of our nature and of what
our nature allows us to be or to deserve............
Hence 1n all education, the primary place should
be given to traiming in the exact and free use of
the mother-tongue.

* Since the prumary aim of the course 1n the
Intermediate College 15 to give the student a
liberal education, there must be a common element
n all forms which this course may assume. And
the most essential part of this common element
musl obviously be a training 1n the media of self-



20

expression, and of exact and clear thinking. This
15, of course, the primary purpose of linguistic
tramiog ; and the educated Bengali boy, who has
to be bilingual, must be given a sound training n
the use of at least two languages, his mother-
tongue and Englsh.”

"We attach great importance to the syste-
matic study of the vermacular at this stage, not
only for 1ts own sake, but as a means to clear
thinking. The student should read some of the
best works 1n modern Bengali or other vernacular,
and be given practice bnth 10 composition and
clear and correct speech.”
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“It is because we were taught in our own
language that our minds quickened. If the whole
mind does not work from the beginning, 1its full
powers remain undeveloped to the end. While all
around was the cry for English teaching my third
brother was brave enough to keep us to our Bengali
course. To him in heaven my greateful reverence.”
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