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FOREWORD

I consider it a great privilege that I am asked to write a
foreword to this Second Volume of the Poona Akhbars by
Raja Triambak Raj Bahadur, the Director of the Central
Records Office, Hyderabad Government.

It is gratifying to note that the Second Volume is being
published after about a year since the First Volume was
published. I am confident that the next volume will also be
published soon.

The Modi Daftar now extant in the Central Records
Office dates back to the days when Nanaji Shankar, the an-
cestor of the Rai Rayan family assisted by his brother Dhondaji
Shankar, held informal charge of the political relations bet-
ween Nawab Nizam Ali Khan Bahadur and the Peshwa’s
Government at Poona. There is no doubt that he exerted
all his influence in promoting the best possible relations bet-
ween his master and the representatives of the Poona Govern-
ment. It is a matter of great satisfaction that the original
records, which give a sequential account of all the activities
undertaken by him in furtherance of this well-meant policy,
have been preserved for us almost intact. It may partly be
due to the undisturbed continuance of the Asaf Jahi rule and
partly to the tradition imbibed by Asaf Jah I from the Moghal
Court and cultivated in the family by his successors of pre-
serving the State Records carefully, a "habit which is an
essential adjunct of any government. I feel that in no other
native State of India there was such an immense collection of
records (Modi as well as Persian) and so well-preserved as
in Hyderabad.

The existence of the Modi papers in the Hyderabad State
archives was known to some of the scholars of Maratha
history since a long time but we owe it to the initiative taken
by Nawab Ali Yavar Jung Bahadur and the responsive co-
operation afforded to him by Riyasatkar Rao Bahadur G. S.
Sardesai that a Marathi Historical Research Branch was
established and is now functioning in the Central Records
Office since nearly a decade. This branch since then is
doing useful work of selecting the historical papers and pre-
senting them in printed form to the public in order to further
the cause of historical research.
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The Poona Akhbars themselves are newsletters which
were sent regularly from Purandar till about 14th May 1781
and later from Poona, from the establishment of news-
writers headed by Haibat Rao Gopal, who was tipped as
akhbarnavis by Nanaji Shankar about the year 1774. They
give us a faithful picture of the court-life at Poona starting
from the year 1776 and covering the period of the apprentice-
ship of the boy-Peshwa Madhav Rao II under the tutelage of
Nana Fadnavis. Incidentally, they shed a great light on the
contemporary social history and deserve a careful study.
The Akhbars in the present Volume are in continuation of
the previous Akhbars contained in Volume I and cover the
eventful period from September to December 1781, pre-
senting as it does a cross-section view of the great struggle for
political ascendancy which went on between the Marathas
and Haidar Ali Khan on one side and the English on the
other side.

Our purpose in publishing these volumes would be well
achieved if scholars study these Akhbars and make their
own contributions on the varied aspects of contemporary
history which these volumes reveal in their distinctive manner.

I may also in passing mention that the Central Records
Office has recently come in possession of a valuable collec-
tion of Persian and Marathi historical papers preserved in
Haibat Rao Gopal’s family and generously gifted to the Central
Records Office by Shrimati Rani Seeta %ai of Gangakhed.
This is an enormous collection of valuable historical record
and needs to be carefully organized. .The Department
proposes to make a selection of these papers and present them
to the public as soon as circumstances permit.

I have great pleasure in commending this Second Volume
of the Poona Akhbars to the public in general and scholars
in particular. I hope that it will be well received.

GOPAL RAO EKBOTE,

HYDERARAD, . Minister for Education
1ath. May,.1954. & Local Government.



PREFACE

The period from 1775 to 1782 is marked by a widespread
campaign in India, localized in many isolated sectors,
including the war in the Karnatak. All the major powers
and some of the connected minor powers were involved in
this general war. European historians on Indian histo
have treated of the war in the Karnatak separately, as though
it was an isolated circumstance, and have invented with
seeming naivete the name ‘The First Maratha War” to
designate that part of this struggle which led to direct mili-
tary engagements with the Marathas. If this christening
of the war is intended to imply that the Marathas were the
aggressors who started this conflict it must be said that it
is a deliberate distortion of the truth. To the student who
will take the trouble to study the history of this period from
the angle of Maratha history, it will become abundantly
clear that the war in question was more correctly forced
upon the Maratha Government than upon any other power.
Be it remembered that it descended upon the Maratha
State at a time when the energies of some of its most pat-
riotic citizens were pooled in a supreme effort to prop u
the falling fortunes of the great Peshwa family. Throug
three generations the peace of the family had been hypothe-
cated, as it were, on account of the domestic discords sown
into it by an evil genius born in the same family, viz., Raghu-
nath Rao alias Raghoba Dada. Though he had made
some substantial contribution to the martial achievements
of the family by his personal successes as a military leader
in his youthful days, he proved to be its bane in his later
days by creating unpleasantness all about him, which was
the outcome of his overbearing nature, his self-importance,
his lack of a spirit of compromise and his misguided ambition.

It was then Raghunath Rao’s flight from Poona and his
seeking asylum with the Bombay Government that brought
on the complications which ultimately led to an expen-
sive and fruitless war on all sides. Even the Calcutta Council
was not prepared to get entangled in this war but its hands
were forced by the obstinate advocacy of Raghunath Rao’s
Eretentious claims by the Bombay Government. The war

aving started, there was nothing to be done for any party
but to promote it to a successful conclusion. Incidentally,
it opened out an opportunity to Warren Hastings, who

e
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played the despot of the Council at this time, to utilise it
to further his expansionist policy. Political expediency
triumphed over moral considerations and the Company
was plunged headlong into a wearisome war to satisfy the
itch of an individual, who, when all is said, cared more to
please his personal vanity than to uphold any righteous
principle,

On the Maratha side, two mighty men worked on differ-
ent lines but with the same purpose in directing the policies
of the war. These were Nana Fadnavis and Mahadaji
Shinde. Their courses of action differed widely to the
oint of creating serious differences and misunderstandings
getween them but happily these were bridged before irre-
vocable harm could be done on account of the spirit of
accommodation brought to bear on the issues in good time
by both and on account of the strength of the mutual vows
taken by them some time ago to dedicate themselves with
a single mind to the cause of upholding the prestige and
glory of the infant Peshwa Madhav Rao II, who symbolized
the living token of the collective ambitions of the Maratha

race.

It will be seen that Mahadaji Shinde, alone among the
Maratha leaders, combined in himself the triple virtues of
an active soldier, a consummate diplomat and a far-seeing
statesman. These qualities enabled him to take a sweep
of the political situation in all its bearings and to assess the
force of the seemingly disjointed events which were taking
shape in the country. An inevitable process of change had
begun. The old order of things was fast crumbling away
and a new order was struggling to take its place. He
realized that the time had come to match all the resources
and resourcefulness of the Maratha race against the challenge
of this new opponent, who was determined to play the game
fair or foul. Peace in the North was fundamental to peace
in the South. He assiduously applied himself to the task
of taking over the control of the Northern affairs. Buttres-
sing up the tottering fabric of the Mughal Empire and making
it stand, for a time at least, was to be the first step in this
process. Delhi, the capital of the Empire, had really be-
come the scene of a puppet-show where the strings were
being continually pulled by vicious vazirs, amirs and up-
start adventurers. Disorder, lawlessness, arson, plunder,
large-scale invasions, massacres and frightful conditions in
general had become the daily bread and meat of the people
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living in the City or in the metropolitan province. The
Maratha Sardar made a bold dash into this tempestuous
weather and, be it said to his credit, worked the miracle of
restoring peaceful conditions in a woe-begone land in an
incredibly short period of time. Was this a mean achie-
vement ¢ H. G. Keene, who, as a historian of Maratha
history, does not belong to a separate school than that to
which Grant Duff belonged, has the following spontaneous
eulogy to bestow on Mahadaji Shinde. Says he,!

“Born before the sack of Delhi by Nadir Shah, he
lived to the very eve of Lord Lake’s occupation of the
same imperial city. His life, therefore, exactly corres-
ponds to the hour between the darkness of anarchy and
the dawn of order, while his labours helped to make it
pass. Himself a lover of order, he did what in him lay
to clear away the worst havoc of war and rapine, and the
consequent demoralisation and to prepare the shattered
fabric of society for restoration and reform.”

Mahadaji Shinde’s enlistment of European adventurers
such as De Boigne and Hessing in his army and his experi-
mentation with European methods of warfare and field
tactics were also calculated to overthrow the English at
the game of empire-building in which they were engaged
at this time. Nana Fadnavis did not understand military
affairs in general and much less the deeper strategy that
was being employed by the English but Mahadaji saw
where Nana failed to see. His analysis of the military situa-
tion as it stood then is best set out in the words of our great
contemporary Maratha historian, Rao Bahadur G.S. Sardesai,
in his New History of the Marathas, Vol. III, pages 104-105.
I reproduce below this illuminating passage :—

“ Mahadji declared that he could protect Poona only
from Malwa by preventing fresh British troops from
pouring through that province into the Deccan. If Malwa
was lost, he urged, the Maratha State would come to an
end. Nana never could follow the wider implications of
Mahadji’s strategy, who repeatedly urged upon Nana’s
attention that Raghunath Rao was no longer the centre of
British policy, but that what they were aiming at was
the subjugation of the Bombay Konkan right up to Surat
so as to be masters of the West Coast, as they had become
of the Eastern one; that they had already reduced the
Gaikwad of Baroda and the Bhosle of Nagpur to the position

S 1. Preface to “ Madhava Rao Sindhia”’ by H.G. Keene 1n the Rulers of India
eries.
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of vassals; that they were similarly planning the con-
trol of the Emperor and his capital, Delhi. His presence
in Malwa alone, he urged, would prevent the closing in
of the cordon round the Indian continent, involving the
end of Maratha independence. Mahadji was at great

ains to explain the situation to Nana and to convince
Eim that it would be playing into the enemy’s hands to
move from where he was. He advised Nana to take
courage from the heroic stand made by Haidar Ali, try
to win back Bhosle and hearten Nizam Ali to carry out
his pledges for the success of the Confederacy.”

The campaign in Malwa was, therefore, the crux of the
problem. Mahadaji appears to have worn out the enemy
in this all-important sector by a series of well-delivered
attacks and by intercepting his supplies. Our Akhbars in
the present volume just cover the [ast phase of this battle. By
September 1781 the major fighting seems to have died down
giving place to a sort of stalemate between the two opposing
camps. A.R. No. 101 describes the position as follows :-

“ The Shinde is camping at Kale Bagh on the Kali-
sind river which is now swollen with the recent freshets.
The English are stationed on the opposite bank but their
supplies are being continually intercepted by the Shinde’s
reserves in the Sipri Kolaras region. There is no
truth in the report that the English made a night attack
on the Shinde’s camp.”

The Akhbars which follow do not report fresh develop-
ments except referring to sporadic attacEs. A.R. No. 116
gives a vivid account of the deteriorated conditions in the
English camp. Says the newswriter :—

“ The Shinde has virtually trapped the English forces
camping on the plains of Sipri Kolaras. Fodder has
become scarce in the English camp. The Jath of Gohad
is secretly in league with the Shinde. ”

It is interesting to note the varied reactions produced
by the fortunes of the campaign in different quarters. The
Shinde, the man of action, although he advisedly kept up
the tone of pressing importunity in his dispatches to Poona,
looked on confidently on the result of the battle. He knew
that a truce must follow and he knew that the overtures
of peace were on their way. So he just bided his time in
patience, The Karbharis, however, looked with concern
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on the battle of Malwa and made plans to rush some re-
inforcements under Baji Govind Joshi to help Mahadaji
out of his difficulty. But it must be said that they could
not act in pursuance of this plan, weighed down as they were
by the stupendous burden of raising a number of armies
without funds to meet the evergrowing needs of several
battle-fronts, far and near, some of which were in the nature
of moral fronts, for which express reason they could not be
looked upon as of lesser importance.

No one was, however, more upset than Col. Goddard
over the incidents of the campaign in Malwa. He watched
with dismay the irretrievable position in which Muir had
got himself stuck up. He knew that English failure in this
sector would lead to irreparable loss of prestige. It would
also inevitably result in increased pressure of the enemy
on other fronts. As a last shaft in his quiver, he made
frantic efforts to persuade Fateh Singh Gaikwad to go to
the rescue of the English forces stranded in the Sipri Kolaras
region but this not-very-dependable ally skilfully evaded
the issue. In sheer despair, therefore, Goddard hastened
back to Bombay to see how best matters could fare on the
Konkan front.

A.R. No. 122 gives the important news of the Jath’s
intercession and Muir’s undertaking to withdraw his forces
beyond the Jumna River within a stipulated period. The
Shinde, nonetheless, continued to be wary for quite a long
time. After a few days, the English officer seems to have
sprung a surprise on the Maratha chief by proposing that
the English army may be admitted way to proceed to
Surat. This was a strange proposal and at least the Shinde
was not the man to be taken in by such trickery. He re-
mained firm and the Trojan horse reluctantly trotted back
to the Jumna River as agreed. The sounds of its hooves
fade out in the later Akhbars until we are informed that the
Shinde had other matters to attend to such as going to Datia
to raise a tribute from its chief and doing something to
soothe the feelings of the vassal Raja Chaitsingh, the chief
of Benares, who had lately lost his kingdom.

In contrast with the policy pursued by Mahadaji Shinde,
Nana Fadnavis att;achedp greater importance to the control
of the affairs in the South. All the same, he was content,
after some initial opposition, to let Mahadaji alone to work
out his plans in his own way. For his part, he realized
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that the English menace could be effectively dealt with
only by a combination of all the major powers in the South.
He soon made common cause with Haidar Ali Khan and
spared no effort in persuading the Nizam to join in the triple
entente. The latter, however, smarted under the burden
of chauth dues and pressed for a settlement of this issue,
possibly as a condition precedent, though he was careful
not to express it thus at any time. He treated of the other

uestion. viz., his participation in the common war against
the English with utter lack of enthusiasm and was ever on
the tiptoe to ask for time. Obviously, he never gave any
serious thought to this latter question. His negative atti-
tude in this respect is easily explained. He seemed ins-
tinctively drawn towards the English with whose disciplined
way of fighting he was greatly impressed. Possibly, he
felt that one day the English would be able to establish
their political ascendancy in the country and it would then
prove to his advantage to cleave to them for support. He
therefore made up his mind to remain neutral as long as
it could be managed. It will be noticed that he succeeded
in adhering to this policy in spite of all the diplomatic pres-
sure brought to bear on him by that astute Maratha envoy
Krishna Rao Kale, who even persuaded Haripant to stage
a premature entry into the military camp at Garpir with a
view to lend a touch of realism to the negotiations (see A.R.
No. 124. Other news of the negotiations is contained in
A.R. Nos. 106, 108, 109, 114, 116, 122, 129, 140, 144, 140,
154, 156, 158, 159 and 161). :

The Maratha Government scored a signal diplomatic
triumph about the beginning of 178o. Till then the rela-
tions between the Marathas and Haidar Ali Khan had con-
tinued to be inimical but an unforeseen development brought
about a radical change in their existing relations. It will
be noted that on 1gth March 1779 Colonel Braithwaite
captured the French port of Mahe. This port had been
very useful to Haidar Ali Khan for obtaining help in arms
and men from the Government of France. Its sudden
capture by the English deprived him of this help and con-
sequently turned the military balance in favour of the English.
No wonder that he became exasperated and swore vengeance
against the English. When Nana Fadnavis came to know
of this fact, he at once seized the opportunity and sent a
highly capable ambassador named lgrishna Rao Joshi to
the court of Mysore and after prolonged negotiations suc-
ceeded in forging a defensive and offensive alliance with
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Haidar Ali Khan on 2oth February 1780. The Maratha
Government agreed to confirm' to the Khan the conquests
made by him in the region south of the Tungabhadra river
and in return the latter undertook to invade the region of
Arcot held by Muhammad Ali, who was now under the
protection of the English.

The devastation of the Karnatak, celebrated most graphi-
cally by Edmund Burke among others, was doubtless a
brilliant military performance, though it was executed in
a somewhat ruthless and barbarous manner. The invader,
like a vulture, swooped down upon the rich plains of the
Karnatak and within a few weeks left behind him a blazing
trail of destruction and utter desolation until ‘‘the black
columns of smoke of the burning villages were visible from
St. Thomas’ Mount and the bleeding victims were pouring
into Madras itself. ”’

The next phase of this war was taken up by the innu-
merable actions, most of them indecisive, which were fought
between the two parties in the adjoining districts of Madras.
In this obscure and tortuous campaign each party tried to
wear out the other party and thus by degrees it settled down,
more or less, into a war of attrition. Col. Eyre Coote con-
ducted these operations in a spirit of desperation, and,
though he ultimately succeeded in pushing the enemy back,
the English, nonetheless, suffered from a grievous depletion
of their resources and finances. The Akhbars in the present
collection give an account of the military incidents that
took place near Kanchi towards the end of 1781. One of
them, viz., A.R. No. 138 describes the conditions in Haidar
Ali Khan’s camp in the following words :- -

“ Haidar Ali Khan is reported to have suffered a
recent set-back. Prices of food grains in his camp have
rocketed and the morale of the men seems to be low. ”

A.R. No. 140 gives the following account :——

“ Earlier, the Karbharis had sent two messengers
to Krishna Rao Joshi’s headquarters to gather first-hand
news about Haidar Ali Khan’s affairs but it seems they
were compelled to return on reaching the ghat of Kala-
hasti by the English picket posted there. On being
coaxed these messengers have revealed that most of the
polygars of the Khan had deserted to the English, that
the Khan’s forces had been beaten back with heavy losses
to Arcot and that they were now virtually entrapped as
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in a cul de sac. 'Their plight had been made all the more
miserable by a continuous downpour of rain, scarcity
conditions and a shaken morale.’

Thus Haidar Ali Khan stood by as the staunchest ally
of the Marathas in their collective war against the English
and it will be admitted that he bore the brunt of the active
fighting and lightened the responsibilities of the other parties.
In this context it is somewhat difficult to reconcile the pro-
fusion of the promises of help held out by the Marathas to
the Khan and the parsimony practised in giving the actual
help. Our akhbarnavis has the following cogent remarks
to make on this aspect of Maratha diplomacy :—

“ Haidar Ali Khan has bravely warred against the
English through all these years. His losses have been
many but his gains are also not few. He has acquired
vast territories and what is more he has damped the fight-
ing ardour of the English. In vain he has invoked help
from the Karbharis which they have never given to him
in full measure. Taking stock of their own position, it
will be clearly seen that they have but followed a policy
of appeasement. They have lost Salsettee, Jambusar
with several other mahals, Ahmadabad and Gujrat. A
feeling of despondency has therefore come over some
of the thoughtful persons here. They declare that a
halting policy will be of little avail. They feel certain
that victory will come to that party which is well-armed
and well-equipped and which does not look up to help
from other quarters.”

Futher on in A.R. No. 149 we have the following passage:-

“The latest letters of Haidar Ali Khan to the Kar-
bharis reflect his feeling of disillusionment and frustration.
He has twitted the Karbharis for their self-complacency.
He has also expressed surprise that they could not even
prevent the English forces from Calcutta reaching the
South, though their henchman, the Bhonsle, could have
easily managed this. Finally, the Khan appears to have
struck a note of warning that he may be compelled to
sue for peace on his own account in case he is worsted by
the English. The Karbharis are thus faced with an
unpleasant situation and are thinking what reply to make.”

But on a careful consideration of the difficulties which
hemmed in the freedom of action of the Karbharis, one may
not judge of their apathetic attitude too harshly.
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The English army cantoned near Kalyan was a source of
constant threat to the safety of the Maratha Capital. It
became necessary to maintain some defensive forces near
Poona, and, what was more to the purpose, to keep up a show
of military preparedness to act as a deterrent to any plans
which the English made to develop an offensive. Even
for these arrangements the Peshwa’s Government had to
largely depend upon the forces supplied by the sardars, as
what may be termed the standing army of the State there was
little or none. Day in and day out letters and messages
went out to these sardars, calling upon them to bring up
their contingents, but they in their turn tried to evade their
duty as armies could not be maintained on mere promises
and starving rations. The problem of raising funds became
a pivotal question and the Karbharis were eternally left to
contend with it. Private loans could not be raised as the
credit of the State had sunk low on account of its earlier
indebtedness to all and sundry bankers in Poona and else-
where. Recourse was therefore had to the expedient of
raising forcible levies such as the gharpatti (A.R. No. 110)
and a compulsory cut in the salaries of the karkuns and navi-
sandas of the State paga (A.R. No. 155). Vigorous efforts
were made to exact mazrs and tributes from sardars whose
causes were pending settlement before the Government.
Interest was revived in old debts which had been earlier
written off as bad debts. When the soldiery raised an
irresistible clamour for payments, it was sought to be silenced
for a time at least by payment in driblets. If their temper
became ungovernable they were even let free to loot the
peths and puras of the Capital.

Poona in those days was a thriving city having its com-
mercial intercourse with all parts of India. Among other
communities, the Gujrati merchants appear to have contri-
buted a large share to the economic prosperity of the City but
with the outbreak of war with the English the trade between
Poona and the English territories seems ta have come to a
standstill. The akhbarnavis gives us the following useful
information in A.R. No. 128 :—

“ The Gujrati merchants at Poona have their marts at
Bombay and Surat but during the last few years traffic bet-
ween Poona and these cities has dwindled away as the Kar-
bharis have virtually laid an embargo on the free transit of
goods and the exchange of hundis between their territory
and that of the English, In consequence, the merchants
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have left the city in large numbers. It remains to be seen
what steps will be taken to bring them back.”

The distress caused to the richer classes and financiers
can be well imagined from such instances. A sense of
insecurity prevailed over the money market. It is therefore
not surprising that Government’s credit to raise finances
from indigenous bankers shrank to the slenderest proportion.
In fact the Government’s financial affairs at this period may
be best described as nothing but a sorry muddle. The more
one tries to probe into this subject of financial administration
the more is one struck with the complete absence of any
sound planning or policy, a malaise from which the Maratha
Government suffered ever since the day the Peshwas gave up
the well-integrated administrative pattern and principles
which had been so carefully elaborated by Shivaji, who,
among his other great virtues, had a special genius for
methodical planning and co-ordinated control in all matters,
economic, administrative or financial.

But it must be conceded that the political and other
exigencies of the times left little scope for the Maratha Govern-
ment during the Peshwa period t6 conform to any methodical
approach to any problem. The situations which had to be
faced from day to day presented a variety of complications
and called for impromptu adjustments. No rigid formula
could be evolved to tackle these problems, most of which
arose out of a welter of personal or family rivalries and
‘groupish’ interests. Paradoxical as it may seem but it is
nonetheless true that during this period State affairs had to
be dealt with as though they were family affairs and what
were strictly the trivialities of domestic life had to be some-
times dealt with as though they were serious State matters.
It will be admitted that Nana Fadnavis had a peculiar gift
to enable the Government to puzzle out of such an intricate
maze of the most baffling difficulties. By his hard work,
by his mature wisdom, by his firmness, tempered by moder-
ation, and by his eternal vigilance he topped over others,
and did much to uphold the prestige and power of the Mara-
tha Government.

In the foregoing analysis, I have tried to convey my own
honest impressions of the politics of the period. I cannot
lay claim to an objective judgment of the men and the events
which they shaped. My purpose in writing this somewhat
desultory preface would be fulfilled if it rouses the curiosity
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of the scholar to probe into the pages of these Akhbars and
find out for himself what light they can shed on the contem-
porary political, economic and social history.

My grateful thanks are due to Raja Triambak Raj Bahadur,
Director, Central Records Office, and Sri L. N. Gupta, B.sc.,
L.A.S., Education Secretary, Hyderabad Government, who
have evinced keen interest and given me every encourage-
ment in bringing out this Second Volume of the Akhbars,

I must also express my appreciation of the enthusiastic
help given to me in preparing this work for publication and
in seeing it through the press by all of my assistants. Parti-
cularly, I must mention the name of Sri A. N. Baji, B.A., B.T.,
Superintendent.

CeNTRAL RECORDS OFFICE, R. M. JOSHI
Hyderabad-Deccan,
15t May, 1954. Assistant Director.






SUMMARIES OF THE POONA AKHBARS
Vol. 11

A. R. No. 99 About 1767 A.D.

Letter dated Poona, 1oth Ramzan, from Haibat Rao
Gopal to Dhondopant Bhau and Nanaswami.

The Srimant is put out by the Huzur’s secret concert with
the English. He is not inclined to return the fortress of Mad-
giri unless the outstandings are cleared, and a regular peshkash
of ten lakhs of rupees is agreed upon to be paid in the future.
Sher Jung and Raza Ali Khan have written to Haidar Ali

Khan to this effect.
/

A salvo of five guns was fired to mark the capture of the
fort of Badami in the moglai by Gopal Rao Govind and Anand
Rao Raste. Sher Jung lost no time in making a protest but
it has proved ineffectual.

Baji Narhar, the diwan of Mahadaji Shinde and Ganoji
Kadam, the accountapt, have fallen out. The latter is the
brother-in-law of Tukoji Holkar. Their estrangement has
brought about a misunderstanding between the Shinde and
the Holkar. The Srimant tried to patch up peace between
the two sardars but they both left for the North unreconciled.
Naro Shankar is unwilling to serve with either and has asked
to be left free to go on any other mission.

1. This letter which does not mention the year is surmised to pertain
to the year 1767. It could not be included in its place in Poona Akhbars,
Vol. 1, as it-was discovered late.
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The news reported earlier that Jawahar Mal Jat was
killed in the battle against Madhav Singh is incorrect. The
latest report is that he fled the field severely wounded.

Raghunath Rao Dada is camping at Triambak. He is
carrying cut repairs to the dilapidated fortress perched on the
Anjanadri hill. The Srimant views with distrust his relations
with the Huzur.

A. R. No. 100* 5th Muharram 1191 A.H.
13th February 1777

(Akhbar) dated 5th Muharram (rigr A-H.). _

At an auspicious hour on 3rd instant, Haripant left Poofia
and reached Ghorpad. His next halt will be Theur from
where he will procced. to Siddhatek. By stages he will reach
the banks of the Krishna to fulfil his mission which will be of
help to the Huzur.

The English envoy’s (Col. Upton’s) departure depends
upon the arrival of his reliever.

The Srimant’s tonsuring ceremony had to be put off to
Magh Shudda Dashami day as his mother sat out in menses.

Appa Balwant will leave shortly to join Haripant.

Raghunath Rao is reported to be camping in a garden on
the outskirts of Bombay. The English are actively supporting
"him and have anchored a few battleships in the harbour.

Krishna Rao left for Poona in view of the postponement
of the tonsuring ceremony of the Srimant. He will possibly
return after a few days. His son Govind Rao is staying here.

Nawab Zafar-ud-Daula’s camel-riders brought letters to
the Srimant and Krishna Rao and the latter sent the replies
with the returning party.

1. The present Akhbar could not be included in Poona Akhbars,
Vol. I, as it was discovered recently. It seems to have been dispatchcd
from Purandar.



A. R. No. ro1 12th Ramzan 1195 A.H.
15t September 1781

_ Covering letter dated Poona, 12th Ramzan (1195 A.H.).

Krishna Rao, who reached Baramati on the 5th instant, is
reported to have left the place on the 8th instant. He may be
expected, to arrive at Hyderabad towards the end of this month.

Akhbar from Poona covering the events from 8th Ramzan
to 12th Ramzan,

The Shinde is camping at Kale Bagh on the Kalisind river
which is now swollen with the recent freshets. The English are
stationed on the opposite bank but their supplies are being
continually intercepted by the Shinde’s reserves in the Sipri
Kolaras region. There is no truth in the report that the Enghsh
made a night attack on the Shinde’s camp.

Col. Goddard and Raghunath Rao are at Surat and the
latter is busy raising fresh recruits.

The Maratha garrison at Mahuli has retaken the fort-
resses of Asawa and Kaldurg from the English. Sporadic at-
tacks continue on the supply caravans of the English bound
for Kalyan. .

Ganeshpant Behere is reported to have reached Parola after
plundering the parganas of Chalisgaon and Deher.

Durgoji Bhapkar is camping near Kondai Bari while his
brother Kadoji has arrived at Poona.

Supplementary Akhbar dated 12th Ramzan.

A letter was received recently at the Pant Pradhan’s head-
quarters from Sevakram, the Maratha envoy stationed at
Calcutta. The contents of the letter are being zealously guard-
ed but it is gathered that a fleet of twenty ships laden with
rich cargo was sent to Benares from Calcutta under the com-
mand of an English lady. An English commandant accom-
panied by a small force is likely to be dispatched to Benares
soon after the close of the rainy season. The English intend to
bestow some costly presents on the Emperor at Shahjahanabad.
It is further learnt that the English have seized. the properties
belonging to Shuja-ud-Daula’s son.
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The Karbharis have ordered the sardars and their auxili-
aries to report for duty at Poona by Dasara.

Haripant Phadke continues to be ill.

According to an unconfirmed report the English appear to
have carried. away (as hostage) the Pant Pradhan’s kamavisdar
at Siradhon near the fortress of Mahuli.

Amrit Rao Pethe, the grandson of Trimbak Rao Pethe, has
started on his pilgrimage to Ambe Jogai.

A secret agent of the Pant Pradhan left for Surat on the
11th instant. It is well-known that Maratha spies are already
at work at Surat and. Bombay.

Col. Goddard is reported to have fleeced forty lakhs of
rupees from the merchants at Surat.

Babu Rao Vaidya, the former agent of the Bhonsle, who was
sent to Ahalya Bai at Maheswar, arrived here on 1oth instant
and had a meeting with Balajipant.

A. R. No. 102 13th Ramzan 1195 A.H.
2nd September 1781

(Akhbar) from Poona.

Haidar Ali Khan is straining hard to sustain the ardour
of his men in the face of damping attacks by the enemy. Fur-
ther English reinforcements are expected from Calcutta.

The Shinde has lost a few officers and several hundred men
in the recent battle with the English. "

The Karbharis have ordered. the sardars to muster by
Dasara as they seem determined to mobilize the forces early.

Nana discussed outstanding state affairs with Haripant by
his sick-bed.

Contrary to custom, the Srimant and the Karbharis could
not be present this year at the immersion ceremony of the

image of Lord Ganesh.
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The perfidious conduct of the English chagrined Raghu-
nath Rao deeply but Col. Goddard has won him over.

Babu Rao Vaidya has brought the most helpful tidings
from Ahalya Bai.

The Karbharis have marked out Moroba Phadnis for being
sent to the prison where Sakharam Bapu died. Bajaba Pur-
andare in turn will be clapped in the fortress where Chinto

Vithal Rairikar ended his days. "

Krishna Rao has progressed from Baramati. He will be
invited to a feast by Govind Bhagwant before he meets the
Huzur.

The English detachment, which was on its way from Kal-
yan to the Konkan, is reported to have put to death a few
chowkidars of the Peshwa at the outposts.

Amrit Rao Pethe will go on pilgrimage to Pandharpur
and Tuljapur.

A few elephants and a tribute amount of nearly ten lakhs
of rupees are expected to arrive here from Haidar Ali Khan.

The subehdar of Khandesh and Ganeshpant Behere have
made all kinds of exactions from the jagir villages of the writer
in the Khandesh region. The Swami should press the matter
before Krishna Rao and see to it that separate inayatnamas
from the Huzur are sent to Haripant and Nana with a view
to effecting the refund of the amounts exacted.

A. R. No. 103 . 17th Ramzan 1195 A.H.
6th September 1781

* A covering letter dated. Poona, 1.7th Ramzan (1195 4.H.)
from Haibat Rao Gopal. )

The Berad' of Shorapur is trying to establish diplomatic
alliance with the Srimant. Raghottam Rao will give you
further details on this subject.

Krishna Rao is reported to have reached Madha. It may
now be hoped that he will arrive there very soon.

1. A predatory chieftain.
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Akhbar from Poona covering the events from 13th to 17th
Ramzan.

Bazar gossip has it that Col. Goddard has returned to
Bombay but the officials of the Pant Pradhan say that he is
still at Surat.

The Karbharis believe that the Bombay forces will not go
into action' this year.

Col. Coote is at Madras and Haidar’s forces are hanging
on on the outskirts.

No change has taken place in the relative disposition of
the Shinde’s forces and those of the English at Sipri Kolaras.

Haripant’s health has slightly improved.

Amrit Rao Pethe is on his way to Ambe Jogai.

Supplementary Akhbar dated (Poona), 17th Ramzan,
1195 A.H.

The Karbharis are taking a census of the families in all
the peths and puras of Poona evidently with the object of
raising some money from the rich.

Govind Rao Krishna had to postpone his departure to
Baramati for the Navaratri festival on account of the indis-
position of his wife. g

A. R. No. 104 24th Ramzan 1195 A.H.

13th September 1781

Received on

Letter from Haibat Rdo Gopal.

Mouze Bhalgaon in pargane Ratanjan is a jagir village of
the writer. The patil of the village withheld payment of the
revenue collections and assumed a defiant and threatening
attitude in concert with Narsing Rao. The Srimant’s punitive
force expelled him from the village but laid, it waste in turn.
Later Balwant Raoji was sent to rehabilitate it and he applied
himself to this task most assiduously.
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Large amounts were due from Vedoji Patil. When asked
"to pay, he decamped and later returned, made a dastardly
attack on Balwant Rao and shot him dead. He has also rob-
bed the jewels and cash which were found in the family of
the deceased. This gruesome act should not be allowed to go
unavenged. The offender should be brought to book at the
carliest opportunity, The Swami should see to it that inayat-
namas are expeditiously sent to Tahawwar Jung, Zoravar
Jung, Kalyan Rao of Naldurg and Jiwaji Khatal of Mardi
directing them to arrest Vedoji wherever he may be found.

A. R. No. 105 18th Ramzan, 1195 A.H.
7th September, 1781

Akhbar from Poona dated 18th Ramzan (1195 A.H.).
The English forces at Madras appear to have made a slight
retreat. Consequently Haidar Ali Khan’s forces have gained
some ground and come nearer Madras.

Friendly letters have been received from Mudhoji Bhonsle
and the Karbharis have replied in like terms. But they have
some misgivings about the growing relations between Mudhoji
and the English,

The English have massed their forces at Kalyan and seem
poised for an attack.

Raghunath Rao has been allowed to raise a force of ten
thousand and the English have agreed to pay for it. Fateh-
sing Gaikwad. is expected to join him. Their plan appears
to be to force the pass of Kodai Bari.

The Shinde is reported to have retreated a short distance
to avoid a pitched battle with the English.

The Karbharis, who are anxious to get news from Bombay,
are coaxing the clerks that one of them may go to the shop
of Chintaman Dikshit at Bombay to do espionage work but
no one is willing to take the risk.

The partisans of Wali Muhammad Bakshi, who was assas-
sinated by the son of the Nawab of Nirmal, are reported to
have killed him in a well-planned assault,



8

Najib Khan is reported to have inflicted a defeat on the
English. He is making supreme effort to strengthen the
imperial forces and is anxious that the Shinde should come
to his assistance but the Shinde is helpless.

Haripant is still confined to bed. Nana had long discus-
sions with him on state affairs. The sardars will definitely

rally by Dasara.

Babu Rao Vaidya has come to report reconcilement
between the Holkar and Ahalya Bai.

Nana lives in seclusion and is averse to receive visitors.
Krishna Rao is reported to have arrived at Tuljapur.

The Peshwa diverts himself training his horses and
practising archery.

A. R. No. 106 22nd Ramzan 1195 A.H.
11th September 1781

(Akhbar) from Poona dated 22nd Ramzan (1195 A.H.).

The Karbharis look forward to Krishna Rao’s report from
Hyderabad that he has been able to persuade the Huzur to
collaborate with the Srimant in dealing with the English.

Supplement of even date.

Manaji Phakde is insisting on an agent being sent to him
by Haripant to inspire confidence in him that the assurances
of the Karbharis are in good faith. Otherwise he is not pre-
pared, to risk a visit to Poona.

Tugaon near Tale Ghonsale has been laid waste by the
Abyssinians.

Haripant’s health is indifferent. He is still not attending
to any businéss.

Govind Krishna is reported to have reached Baramati.
He is expected back by Dasara.




A. R. No. 107 23rd Ramzan 1195 A.H.
12th September 1781

(Akhbar) from Poona, dated 23rd Ramzan (1195 A.H.).

_ Haidar Ali Khan is reported to have lost several men in
his recent engagement with the English. He appears to have
advanced nearer Madras from Arcot.

Nana had a meeting with Haripant at his sick-bed.

It is learnt that the Nimbalkar gave a banquet to Krishna
Rao at Parenda. The latter has now reached Tuljapur.

Govind Rao who has gone to Baramati is expected back
after Dasara,

The English are building up their position at Kalyan.
They are also heavily equipping a large man-of-war at the
port of Bombay. ‘

The Shinde’s forces are reported to have come into action.

The Holkar, who is at Waphgaon, has called up his men
to arms. The Karbharis too expect to start on their planned
campaign soon after Dasara.

The action to be taken consequent on the murder of Bal-
want Rao in Bhalgaon is overdue. The Swami should move
in the matter.

A. R. No. 108 26th Ramzan 1195 A.H.
15th September 1781

(Akhban) from Poona, dated 26th Ramzan (1195 A.H.).

Krishna Rao must have arrived there and started pre-
liminary discussions with the Huzur. It is to be fervently
hoped. that success attends his efforts and the most cordial
relations are re-established between the Huzur and the
Peshwa. It transpires that Krishna Rao has been secretly
instructed by the Karbharis that he should spare no effort to
persuade the Huzur into a military alliance with the Peshwa
even at the cost of yielding some ground in regard to the
settlement of the chauth claims.

2
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A.R. No.109g 27th Ramzan 1195 A.H.
16th September 1781

Covering letter dated Poona, 27th Ramzan (1195 A.H.)
from Haibat Rao Gopal.

Detailed news has been communicated through the Akhbar
lately sent. We here only pray that the negotiations there
may bear fruit and result in strengthening the bond. of friend-
ship between the Huzur and the Srimant.

Akhbar from Poona covering the events from 23rd Ram-
zan to 27th Ramzan 1195 A.H.

Haidar Ali Khan is reported to have raised the siege of
Madras and returned to Kanchi. Tipu too appears to have
met with a reverse.

Raghunath Rao is camping in a garden on the outskirts
of Surat. Goddard is at Baroda and is persuading Fatehsingh
Gaikwad to join Raghunath Rao and lead the campaign into
Khandesh against Ganeshpant Behere and (Durgoji) Bhap-
kar. He is also being coaxed to send some help to the English
to fight the Shinde in the Sipri Kolaras sector.

Supplementary Akhbar, dated 27th Ramzan 1195 A.H.

One (naval) officer named Upton is reported to have
reached Benares to command the fleet sent there earlier. He
may also go to Gwalior. The Karbharis are thinking of mak-
ing a diversion in Bengal but the English seem to have fore-

stalled it. ‘
Haripant Phadke has made little progress.

Some of the sardars appear to be reluctant to report at
‘Poona for going on the Dasara campaign.

The Abyssinians are ravaging the Konkan region near Tale
Ghonsale without let or hindrance.

A supplement.

. The aumils of Paithan are squeezing the vegetable ven-
dors from Mudholwadi. The Swami should protest against
this coercion to the officers at the Aurangabad subah and to
Khande Rao Keshav Paithankar. ~
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A. R. No. 110 28th Ramzan 1195 A.H.
17th September 1781

(Akhbar) from Poona, dated 28th Ramzan (1195 A.H.).

Chinto Vithal’s clerks who had run away to the Mawal
with two lakhs of rupees have been caught and will be made
to disgorge the amount to Chinto Vithal’s nephew.

Najib Khan in combination with the imperial forces is
planning to attack the English. He is sorely in need of some
help from the Shinde.

Some of the merchants of Suwarnadurg are being pressed
by the local officials to buy up the cargo seized. on board the
captive English merchantman. -

Preparations are afoot to collect gharpatt:* from the land-
lords in Poona.

Mamlatdars and kamavisdars have gathered here to help
clear up the annual revenue accounts. Their postings will be
made as soon as the accounts are balanced.

Haripant is acutely suffering from abdominal pains.?
The popular belief is that he has been possessed by the ghost
of Sakharam Bapu. Pacificatory anushthan is being conduct-
ed to ward off the evil.

Nana of late has betaken himself to seclusion. He fre-
quently sees Haripant to take counsel on state affairs.

The silledars are averse to report on duty as payments
due to them are in woeful arrears.

Drought had prevailed here for nearly three months but
now a wet spell has burst up.

The English at Kalyan are expected to advance towards
the, Borghat as soon as Col. Goddard reaches Kalyah. Raghu-
nath Rao is soon likely to descend into Khandesh. The Kar-
bharis are keenly alive to the situation and will definitely
start on the counter-move soon after Dasara.

1. A local tax raised on the value of houses. In the present case
1/5 to 1/6 of the value is intended to be collected. : B

2. He appears to have suffered from intestinal cancer.
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Haidar Ali Khan is preparing for a fresh attack ot
Madras.

. The stalemate between the Shinde and the English con-
tinues,

'The Shorapurkar is reported to have reached the outskirts
of Poona.

The Karbharis feel oppressed as they have been unable
to gather secrets from Bombay.

Krishna Rao has possiblv reached there.

The Holkar is expected to arrive here from Waphgaon by
Dasara. .

A. R. Neo. 111 15t Shawwal 1195 A.H.
20th September 1781

Akhbar from Poona covering the events from 28th Ram-
zan to 1st Shawwal 1195 A.H.

Balajipant Bundele has communicated the following .in-
cidents in his letter from Saugor to the Pant Pradhan:—

As Imad-ud-daula (Warren Hastings) approached
Benares, Chait Singh went in person to receive him with due
ceremony. Imad-ud-daula pressed him to pay twenty lakhs
of rupees in the meeting but Chait Singh firmly declined to
pay the amount. Thereupon he was arrested and put under
guard. He’ sent a secret message from his prison to his kins-
men at Ramgad beyond the Ganges to send help. The rescue
party arrived before long, made short work of the guards and
Chait Singh was escorted safely to Ramgad.  The small
English garrison at the fortress of Chanargad which tried to
stop the progress of the rescue party was put to flight.

Raja Chait Singh has issued an order of the day that
English agents, wherever they may be found within his terri-
tory, should be put out of the way.

(Incomplete)
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A. R. No. 112 1st Shawwal 1195 A.H.
20th September 1781

Letter dated 1st Shawwal (1195 A.H.) from Haibat Rao
Gopal.

The writer had a meeting with Haripant who seems to be
most favourably disposed towards the Huzur. Haripant also
gave an account of the affairs between Warren Hastings and
Raja Chait Singh. It is definite that the former is now a
prisoner of the Raja of Benares. Details of these incidents
have been reported in the Akhbar separately.

Supplementary Akhbar from Poona, dated 1st Shawwal
1195 A.H.!

Reports from all quarters indicate that Chait Singh after
his escape from captivity gathered his kinsmen and followers,
delivered a deadly attack on the English force and made

Warren Hastings a prisoner.

The Raja is also reported to have proclaimed that the
peasantry should carry on a ruthless war in the territories of
the English and scorch out the earth, destroy their outposts
and harass the enemy in all possible ways. A year’s remis-
sion has been granted by the Raja to his ryots and it is fur-
ther learnt that he has invoked the help of his neighbour
chieftains. Sadat Ali han, the son of Shuja-ud-daula, has
allied himself with the Raja.

Goddard is pressing Fatehsingh Gaikwad to send, part of
his following to help the English in the Sipri Kolaras sector
and to lead the rest to Khandesh in support of Raghunath
Rao.

According to an unconfirmed report Goddard, is said to
be at Broach. Yet another report says that he has taken
forcible possession of (possibly) a Dutch factory at Surat.

-

The Shinde seems to be determined. to start an offensive
towards the end of the month, notwithstanding the overtures
of peace made to him by the English through the Gohadkar

Jat.

1. This supplementary Akhbar appears to be a continuation of the
previous Akhbar. It must have been dispatched after some delay owing
o a clerical mistake. The date of delivery entered on A. R. No. 111 is
5th Shawwal while that entered on A. R. No. 112 is 11th Shawwal
(1195 A. H.).




g
" Akhbar from Poona, dated 1st Shawwal 1195 A.H.

Haidar Ali Khan is reported to have rejected an offer
of peace made to him by Col. Eyre Coote through his agent.

Haripant is feeling better. He attended the darbar at the
house of Balajipant and joined the Srimant at lunch this

morning.

A. R. No. 113 3rd Shawwal 1195 A.H.
2and September 1781

(Akhbar) from Poona, dated 3rd Shawwal (1195 A.H.).

Murarjl Jadhav of Gandapur, a respectable sardar, who
had. fallen in disfavour of the Court and retired to Pandharpur,
has been summoned by the Karbharis on the importunity of
common friends. He is likely to be reinstated.

The. English expect some military aid from Marwad.

Haidar Ali Khan is reported. to have sustained heavy losses
in a battle with the English in the Arcot region. The enemy
seems to have captured some of his guns.

Raghunatil Rao, supported by Fatehsingh Gaikwad, is
soon expected to descend into Kondai Bari.

The Karbharis are astir planning to start on the campaign
by Dasara. The Holkar will be commissioned to proceed to

the Konkan to grapple with the English.

Nana is frequently consultmg Harlpant on important state
matters

The Karbharis have sent speaally embroidered robes by
express messenger on camel-back to be delivered to Krishna
Rao for presentation to the Huzur.

_'The English subehdar of Calcutta, (Warren Hastings),
who had gone to Benares to collect tribute, is reported to have
been treacherously killed by Raja Chait Singh. Another ver-
sion says that the subehdar was dispatched in fair fight and
there was no treachery. Nana was elated to learn this news
and read out the letter which brought it in open darbar.
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Col. Goddard is perturbed by the news of the death of the
ssubehdar of Calcutta. He is reported to have hastily left for
urat.

The English forces at Kalyan are trimming up for action.

Krishna Rao is expected to reach Hyderabad. by Shuddha
Pratipada,

In an altercation, which arose between rival jamedars of
the gardi platoons, barracked outside Nana’s residence, four
men were seriously injured.

Nana paid visits to Haripant and Visaji Krishna Biniwale.

A. R. No. 114 4th Shaunval 1195 A.H.
23rd September 1781

Covering letter dated. Poona, 4th Shawwal (1195 A.H.)
from Haibat Rao Gopal.

Details of the contest between Haidar Ali Khan and Col.
Eyre Coote have been set forth in a separate Akhbar.

Krishna Rao may be busy discussing matters with the
Huzur. The Karbharis seem to attach the greatest import-
ance to the Huzur’s support in their all-out war against the
English. They may be expected to be quite liberal in set-
tling the chauth claims.

Akhbar from Poona for dates 2nd to 4th Shawwal 1195
A.H.

Balajipant has communicated the reported news of the
imprisonment of Warren Hastings by Raja Chait Singh to
the vakils of Haidar Ali Khan. A letter on the subject was
also dispatched to Krishna Rao Joshi, the Maratha envoy
at the Court of Mysore. ‘

Col. Eyre Coote is reported, to have set out from his camp
in the vicinity of Madras and come into conflict with Haidar
Ali’s forces on 11th Ramzan. A bloody and indecisive action
was fought near Kanchi in which the two parties suffered
heavy losses, The casualties were 700 injured and 8oo killed
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on Haidar’s side and about 1000 injured and roo0o killed
on the English side. On 13th Ramzan, Col. Eyre Coote seems
to have returned to his base of operations.

News is prevalent that Warren Hastings was killed in a
battle against Raja Chait Singh. The Raja is said to have
seized the English vessels with their rich cargo as also an
amount of 70 lakhs of rupees belonging to Warren Hastings
which was deposited with the bankers at Benares. Balaji Govind
Bundele, a Maratha sardar of Saugor, is reported to have
rushed. to Benares to join Raja Chait Singh.

The English seem to be losing everywhere. The Karbharis
are reported to have sent urgent letters to Balaji Govind
Bundele and to the princes and chiefs in the North pressing
them to rally to the support of Raja Chait Singh.

Durgoji Bhapkar and. Ganeshpant Behere have orders to
plunder the Surat region. The English seem to have diverted
some of their forces from Kalyan to Surat.

The Karbharis also favour an attack on Bengal by Mud-
hoji Bhonsle. Earlier Khande Rao was bought off by the

Englishbut ..............
(Akhbar incomplete)

A. R. No. 115 4th Shawwal 1195 A.H.
23rd September 1781

(Akhbar) from Poona, dated 4th Shawwal (1195 A.H.).

Haidar Ali Khan seems intent on pursuing Col. Eyre Coote
to the walls of Madras.

The Srimant dined with Nana on 3rd, instant and received
the customary robes and jewels. The Karbharis are elated
over the overthrow of the English at the hands of the Raja
of Benares.

The Shinde is carrying on a war of attrition against the
English. Grain is being sold. at two seers for a rupee in the
English camp.

The Karbharis have received an urgent lcttcr from Adoni
from Nawab Basalat Jung Bahadur,
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Goddard is making frantic efforts at Surat to resuscitate
the prestige of the English.

The Karbharis seem overjoyed with the set-back of the
English in all sectors.

Haripant has improved and is attending the darbar. The
Srimant is likely to be invited by him to a banquet.

A. R. No. 116 8th Shawnal 1195 A.H.
27th September 1781

Covering letter dated Poona, 8th Shawwal (1195 A.H.)
from Haibat Rao Gopal.

The Karbharis consider the time propitious to strike a
final blow against the English. They may write to the Huzur'
pressing for his active help in this important task.

Akhbar from Poona covering the events from 5th Shawwal
to 8th Shawwal 1195 A.H.

Further to news reported earlier, it is learnt that Fateh-
singh Gaikwad has declined military collaboration with Col.
Goddard.

The Shinde has virtually trapped the English forces camp-
ing on the plains of Sipri Kolaras. Fodder has become scarce
in the Engish camp. The Jat of Gohad is secretly in league
with the Shinde.

The Pant Pradhan was invited to a banquet by Haripant
on the 6th instant and was presented with robes and jewels
befitting the occasion. Balajipant, Krishna Rao Balwant and
Visajipant Biniwale were also present and received due
honours.

Supplementary Akhbar, dated 8th Shawwal 1195 A.H.

On 7th Shawwal the Pant Pradhan rode out to Simol-
langhan (the ceremonial crossing of the city-limit on the
Dasara day) on the state elephant. Haripant sat at his back.
Balaji Janardan and. the other sardars followed. Narsing Rao
and Noor Muhammad Khan were provided with an elephant

8 .
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and joined the procession. When the salute guns were fired
one of the elephants carrying the priest hecame infuriated,
charged against a tree on the wayside and. damaged the roof
of the amari. Later, the Srimant sat in levee and received the
customary nazrs. He bestowed a pearl locket and a palanquin
on Dajiba Phadke, Haripant’s son, who will be henceforth
admitted to the presence of Balajipant.

As the procession wended its way, Balajipant halted near
the faraskhana and instructed its steward to pitch up tents
near Garpir facing East. Baji Govind Joshi is likely to be
sent with a large force to assist Mahadaji Shinde.

It is not known when Nana and Haripant will enter into
camp.

A. R. No. 117 gth Shawwal 1195 A.H.
28th September 1781

(Akhbar) from Poona dated gth Shawwal (1195 A.H.).
Sunday, 4th Shawwal.

The Srimant accompanied by Nana, Lakshman Rao Raste
and Appa Balwant attended a banquet at the house of Hari-
pant who gave a sirpench to the Srimant and customary robes
to all the guests. Haripant is in better health now.

Monday, 5th Shawwal.

The news of the death of the subehdar of Calcutta has
heartened the Karbharis but the English at Bombay are
dismayed.

Goddard is still at Surat. Bajipant is likely to be sent to the
Borghat to check the expected advance of the English.

The English in the Sipri Kolaras sector seem hard-pressed.

It is learnt that they have made overtures of peace to the
Shinde.

A darbar was held as usual.
Tuesday, 6th Shawwal.

Haidar Ali Khan is reported to be driving the English
before him near Madras. Further developments will be com-
municated in due course,
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Haripant had a meeting with Nana at the latter’s residence.
It is almost certain that the Karbharis will enter their tents
tomorrow. Bajipant too will be sent to Talegaon as decided
earlier. Parajipant, the Holkar’s agent, has been bidden to
inform his master to start on the campaign on the Dasara day.

Wednesday, 7th Shawwal (Dasara).

The Srimant formally entered his tent pitched at Garpir.
Later he went for Simollanghan followed by Nana and the
other sardars and received customary nazrs on his return to
his residence. The party broke up late at night.

Thursday, 8th Shawwal.

Ganeshpant Behere has been instructed to proceed to Kodai
Bari. He has asked for reinforcements.

Krishna Rao’s son is expected back from Baramati after
Dasara.

Nana and Haripant are found busy discussing general
plans and. policies relating to state affairs. It is still undecided
if Haripant should enter the tent and marshal the forces.

The Swami’s kind letter of 26th Ramzan reached here on
5th Shawwal. Affairs relating to the writer’s jagir village
Bhalgaon were reported earlier. Balwant Rao’s tragic death
needs to be avenged speedily. Ganeshpant Behere’s exactions
in Khandesh also call for early redressal.

A. R. No. 118 10th Shawwal 1195 A.H.
29th September 1781

Letter dated Poona, 1oth Shawwal (1195 A H.) from
Haibat Rao Gopal.

Nana having decided that Haripant must oversee the
marshalling of forces, the latter took leave of the Srimant in
the early hours of the morning and entered his tent at Garpir.
The question of Haripant’s leading the campaign into Gujrat
is still being considered.

Akhbar from Poona for dates gth and 1oth Shawwal
1195 A.H.
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In the earlier letter, news was reported of the departure to
Baroda of an envoy from Col. Goddard to Fatehsing Gaikwad,
of the plight of Warren Hastings at the hands of Raja Chait
Singh, of the retreat of Col. Eyre Coote to Madras and of
other important events. It is hoped that this letter reached
there in good. time. Further news is as follows:—

Matters have come to a head. in Gujrat. Govind Rao
Gaikwad has explained that he is compelled to keep up good
relations with the English to preserve his claim to his jagir
but that he would declare his allegiance to the Srimant the
moment his armies liberate the territories in Gujrat which
are now held by the English. The Karbharis are in full
sympathy with him. All things considered it has been decided
that real impetus to military action will be only possible if
Haripant takes up the command.

Supplementary Akhbar dated roth Shawwal 1195 A.H.

Haripant after obtaining leave of the Srimant entered his
tent in the early hours of the morning on gth Shawwal. To-

day, a small body of about fifty horse has gathered round his
tent.

A. R. No. 119 10th Shawwal 1195 A.H.
29th September 1781

(Akhbar) from Poona dated 1oth Shawwal (1195 A.H.).

Haripant is at Garpir but in a few days he will move his
camp to some site in the vicinity of the Khadki bridge.:
Visajipant is a dependable sardar and is likely to be asked to
enter camp. Bajipant is expected to be sent to the Borghat
and Nana is likely to joint Haripant. The Holkar is reported
to be gathering his men at Waphgaon. Brisk preparations are
thus in evidence everywhere.

Rumour is afoot that the English have withdrawn a few
detachments from Kalyan and Belapur and have sent these
to Bombay and Wasai (Bassein). Goddard is expected to go
to the rescue of the English stranded in the Sipri Kolaras re-
gion. Further developments will be reported in due course.
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A. R. No. 120 14th Shawwal 1195 A.H.
3rd October 1781

Letter dated Poona, 14th Shawwal (1195 A.H.) from
Haibat Rao Gopal.

(This brief covering letter just mentions the dispatch of
two letters on 10th Shawwal and one on even date).

Akhbar from Poona for dates roth Shawwal to 14th
Shawwal 1195 A.H.

Noor Muhammad Khan and. Narsing Rao, the vakils of
Haidar Ali Khan, have, in the past few days, conducted vital
negotiations on behalf of their master with the Karbharis. The
position as it emerges is as follows.

Haidar Ali Khan has expressed, to the Karbharis his con-
cern over the possible outcome of Krishna Rao’s negotiations
with the Huzur. He has warned the Karbharis that the
English who are unreliable may wheedle them into a favour-
able agreement by dangling before them thc prospect of
the rendition of Salsette and other places. He has also
explained to the Karbharis the urgency of weaning away the
Huzur from deflecting on the side of the English. In reply
the Karbharis have assured him that they would not enter
into any agreement with the English without consulting him.

The Karbharis have further suggested to the Khan the
necessity of sending a strong Maratha force to Bengal and
have asked from him advance payment of twenty-four lakhs
of rupees due as peshkash to meet the expenses of the campaign.
They have also asked him to advance ready money from the
revenues of the mahals in Dharwar which they claim in lieu of
the equal share of revenue due to them from the redeemed
regions of the Karnatak.

In view of the imminence of succour reaching the English
at Madras from Col. Goddard, Haidar Ali Khan has exhorted
the Karbharis to make a diversion against the English in the
Surat and Bombay regions.

News has trickled from Savanur that Col. Coote received
strong reinforcements consisting of Europeans, Turks and
natives from Bengal and made two successive assaults on
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Haidar Ali’s forces in the early part of Ramzan. Casualties
were heavy on both sides and the outcome was indecisive.
Col. Coote is now reported camping near the village of
Punavelli and Haidar Ali is believed to be at Kanchi.

According to earlier reports Warren Hastings was believed
to have been seized by Raja Chait Singh by resort to treachery.
Just now two messengers have arrived from Benares and their
version is that Raja Chait Singh fought his way back to
Ramgad destroying the ambush parties set against him. In
the meanwhile Warren Hastings reached Chanargad to ensure
his safety but Chait Singh soon appeared before the walls of
the fortress with a massive army and compelled him to sue for

peace.

The Karbharis talk endlessly about sending an expedi-
tionary force to Bengal but little is being done to trans]ate
this purpose into action.

The Berad of Surapur (Shorapur) has promised. to make
good the amount of peshkash due from him. He has further
undertaken to send ten thousand rupees as nazr. So far no
invitation has been sent to him by the Karbharis to present
himself at Poona.

Haripant is camping at Garpir with a small retinue and
a body of foot-soldiers.

It is rumoured that Balajipant may go to Menavali.

Farooq Mirza Ehtesham Jung of Nirmal has sent a few
boxes of choice perfumery to be delivered to the Karbharis.

A. R. No. 121 15th Shawwal 1195 A.H.
4th October 1781

(Akhbar) from Poona, dated 15th Shawwal (1195 A.H.).

Saturday, 10th Shawwal.

Haripant continues at Garpir.  The forces are slowly
gathering. The darbar was held in the evening at Nana s
residence.
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Sunday, 11th Shauwwal.

It is gathered that the English detachments which were
sent to Wasai and Bombay are coming back to Kalyan.

Col. Goddard, having failed in his attempt to persuade
Fatehsingh Gaikwad to go to the rescue of the English at Sipri
Kolaras, is expected to return to Bombay.

The Raja of Benares is reported to be rallying the sup-
port of the neighbouring chieftains and the Bundelas with a
view to attack the English posts at Allahabad and near about.

Monday, 12th Shawwal.

Nana made a visit to Haripant’s tent at Garpir. They
seem inclined to depute Appa Balwant to the Balaghat and
Panch Mabhal regions for the purpose of collecting the out-
standing revenues in those parts. Popular suspicion has been
roused by Haripant’s hasty assumption of camp-life. The talk
of the town converges on the possibility of a rupture of rela-
tions with the Huzur.

Tuesday, 13th Shawwal.

The Holkar is bestirring himself at Waphgaon. The pos-
sibility of Bajipant Anna being asked to proceed to the Kon-
kan is being widely bruited.

Wednesday, 14th Shawuwal.

Haidar Ali Khan is reported. to have had a set-back in a
battle against the English near Madras.

Nana is also expected to enter his tent after Diwali.

A. R. No. 122 ) 16th Shawwal 1195 A.H.
5th October 1781

Covering letter dated Poona, 16th Shawwal (1195 A.H.)
from Haibat Rao Gopal.

From letters received it is evident that Krishna Rao has
had his first meetings with the Huzur, Moin-ud-daula, the
Swami and Bhau Saheb. My faith is in no way shaken that
the Swami will do his utmost to effect a rapprochement
between the Huzur and the Karbharis,
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As desired I am doing my utmost to obtain direct news
from the lips of Balajipant.

Akhbar from Poona for dates 15th and 16th Shawwal
1195 A.H.

News about Warren Hastings is shrouded in mystery. There
is a welter of conflicting reports and it is becoming increas-
ingly difficult to ascertain the correct position. Balajipant is

inclined to believe that Hastings was taken prisoner by Raja
Chait Singh at Chanargad after its fall.

Balajipant has further informed that in the battle of 7th
Ramzan Col. Eyre Coote was worsted and. beat a hasty retreat
and Haidar Ali Khan’s men looted the abandoned camp.

It had been arranged that the Gohadkar Jat should try
to effect a truce between Mahadaji Shinde and the English
and for the fulfilment of this object it had been agreed upon
that Col. Muir should withdraw his forces beyond the Jumna
river. Muir also offered to surrender some of the captured
guns to Mahadaji Shinde but the latter refused to accept these
overtures, possibly with a design in view to attack the retreat-
ing forces of the English. This news was personally given by
Balajipant and is also confirmed from other sources.

Col. Goddard is reported to have returned to Bombay from
Dabhai. His anxiety appears to be to ensure the effective

defence of Wasai (Bassein).

Krishna Rao’s son has returned from Baramati.

A. R. No. 123 215t Shawwal 1195 A.H.
; 10th October 1781

Covering letter dated Poona, 21st Shawwal (1195 A.H.)
from Haibat Rao Gopal.

The present is the most propitious time for making a con-
certed effort to overthrow the English and the Karbharis
entertain high hopes that Krishna Rao will succeed in enlist-
ing the active support of the Huzur in this great task.

Akhbar from Poona covering the events from 17th to 21st
Shawwal 1195 A.H,
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Col. Goddard’s failure to win over Fatehsingh Gaikwad,
his perplexity over the falling fortunes of the English and his
anxiety 'to return to Bombay at the ear'iest opportunity—
these matters figure prominently in a letter received by the
Karbharis from a Brahmin dependent attached to the house-
hold of Fatehsingh Gaikwad. It may be further guessed that
Fatehsingh -has so far managed his affairs very tactfully
without forfeiting the goodwill of the Karbharis.

There is further news from other sources that Col. Go?dard
left Surat, went to Wasai and from there has arrived at
Bombay.

Col. Muir is reported to have given up the campaign in
the Sipri Kolaras region.

Unconfirmed news is to hand, that Col. Goddard has
handed over Ahmadabad to Fatehsingh Gaikwad for a con-
sideration of five lakhs of rupees.

Supplementary Akhbar from Poona dated 21st Shawwal
1195 A.H.

Col. Goddard is reported to be camping at Wasai and
sending up large supplies of guns and ammunition to Kalyan.
AN

Balajipant summoned Govind Rao Krishna into his pre-
sence and gave him an opportunity to listen to the views of
Noor Muhammad Khan and Narsing Rao on the expectations
of Haidar Ali Khan in the matter of the Huzur’s support to
the common cause.

Govind Krishna also received. special robes and a palanquin
which cou!d not be given to him on the Dasara day as he was

then away at Baramati.

A. R. No. 124 22nd Shawwal 1195 A.H.
11th October 1781

(Akhbar) from Poona dated 22nd Shawwal (1195 A.H.).

Saturday, 17th Shawwal.

Nana paid a visit to Haripant’s camp and discussed with
him matters relating to the winter campaign.

4
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Sunday, 18th Shawwal.

Col. Goddard is reported to have arrived at Bombay
Under his instructions the detachments which were earlier sent
to Bombay and Wasai from Kalyan have returned to Kalyan
with a view to gather the rice harvest in the Be'apur-Kalyan-
region. It is almost certain that Bajipant will be sent to the
Konkan region to lead. the military operations.

Haripant seems to have entered camp somewhat early on
the suggestion of Krishna Rao that this event was likely to
lend a touch of realism to the cause which he was p'eading
before the Huzur. The Karbharis also intend to send a small
force to the Panch Mahal or Bidar region as soon as possible.

A darbar was held as usual.

Monday, 19th Shawwal.

The Srimant went on a visit to Parwati and returned to
his palace in the evening. Nana paid a visit to Haripant and
discussed with him military dispositinns with a view to counter
the expected English offensive in the Borghat sector. The
Holkar who is at Waphgaon is soon expected to join Haripant.
He is deputing Naro Ganesh and Parajipant to the Karbharis
to apply for funds.

It is expected that Rag‘z‘.hunath Rao and Fatehsingh
Gaikwad will attempt a diversion near Konda Bari about the
time the English launch their offensive near Kalyan.

Tuesday, 20th Shauwwal.

Haidar Ali Khan appears to have met with a reverse in
his recent battle against the English. The Karbharis have
written to him after conferring with his vakils.

Plans are being made to support Govind Rao Gaikwad’s
claims in Gujrat. Ganpat Rao Kolhatkar has been chosen
to be his diwan and. he is likely to be helped with funds.

Wednesday, 215t Shawwal.

The Shinde is reported to ? ave made an onslaught on one
of the flanks of the Enghsh urther details of the battle are
awaited.

Govind Rao (Krishna Rao’s son) has returned from
Baramati. His view, it is gathered, is that Nana should
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remain in Poona and devote himself to the ordering of internal
affairs. He may, however, move into camp in an emergency.
Haripant, on the other hand, should watch the progress of
the military operations in all the sectors and should. take up
actual operational command in any important sector in case
the situation appears to be getting out of hand in such sector.
Further, if the situation does not take a critical turn in the
Kalyan region, he should not risk going beyond Siddhatek.

Nana is expected to go to Menavali on the Krishna river
in view of the impending (solar) eclipse. Haripant will
possibly go to Tulapur on the Bhima river.

A. R. No. 125 24th Shawwal 1195 A.H.
13th October 1781

Covering letter dated Poona, 24th Shawwal (1195 A.H.)
from Haibat Rao Gopal.

It is the benevolent grace of the Swami that has earned
for Raghottam Rao the title Rai and a Mansab. Nana was
also elated to hear that Bhau Saheb has been the recipient of
the title Bahadur, and a naubat and that the Swami has
received the latter distinction. He praised high the loyalty
and integrity of the Swami. It is his supreme desire that the
Huzur should be persuaded to join the Srimant wholeheartedly
in the great task of overthrowing the English.

Akhbar from Poona for dates 22nd to 24th Shawwal
1195 A.H.

According to a recent dispatch from Mahadaji Shinde,
Muir is reported to be still hanging on and is expected to
recross the Jumna river on roth Shawwal. From the same
source it is gathered that Mahadaji Shinde and Balaji Govind
Bundele sent a few companies of soldiers to help Raja Chait
Singh of Benares who is reported to have taken Warren
Hastings prisoner at Chanargad. Balajipant awaits confirm-
ation of the news direct from Benares.

Supplementary Akhbar dated 24th Shawwal 1195 A.H.

The Karbharis are unable to guess the tactics of
Col. Goddard but they are preparing themselves to meet all
contingencies.
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Naro Ganesh and Parajipant arrived here on 22nd Shaw-
wal and had a meeting with Nana. They are put up with
Haripant. They seem to have come to clear up the misunder-
standings between Ahalya Bai and Tukoji Holkar.

A sardar of Shahaji Bhonsle of Akkalkot arrived here on
22nd. Shawwal, accompanied by a body of picked horse, and
was received by Nana in person.

The Karbharis have not interested. themselves this time
in straightening out the relations between Maloji Ghorpade
and his officers.

A. R. No. 126 25th Shawwal 1195 A.H.
14th October 1781

(Akhbar) from Poona dated 25th Shawwal (1195 A.H.).
Thursday, 22nd Shawual.

Madhav Rao Nilkanth Purandare has been summoned
here by the Srimant with a view to give him a commission
under Haripant but it is not likely that he will come as
Bajaba who is in difficulties needs his help.

Nana conferred with Haripant’ on the subject of the
campaign against the English and on the letters to be written
to Krishna Rao and the Huzur.

Friday, 23rd Shawwal.

It is reported that some English detachments have
arrived at Kalyan and a few platoons have advanced to
Vithalwadi, which is a short distance from Kalyan. Goddard
is at Wasai and is collecting his forces. He is soon expected
to reach Kalyan and move to the Borghat. Bajipant will be
sent to oppose the English advance. Diwali over, Haripant
is also likely to shift his camp to Khadki.

In the North, the English forces are believed to be on
their agreed retreat with the Shinde’s forces close on their
heels.

(Akkalkotkar) Shahaji Bhonsle’s son had a preliminary
meeting with the Karbharis. He is soon expected to be
received into his presence by the Srimant,
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A darbar was held as usual.
Saturday, 24th Shawwal.

Naro Ganesh has arrived here from Waphgaon to apply
for funds and may receive one or two lakhs of rupees. On
his return, the Holkar is expected to start for Poona.

The Karbharis are expected to write letters to Krishna
Rao and the Huzur between whom negotiations are going on.
Krishna Rao’s son received a palanquin from the Srimant.

It appears as if Nana may cancel his visit to Menavali. He
had a further meeting with Haripant and may join him in
camp after Diwali.

A few vessels of an English fleet sailing to Wasai are re-
ported to have perished in a violent storm at sea.

A. R. No. 127 27th Shawwal 1195 A.H.
16th October 1781

Covering letter dated Poona, 17th Shawwal (1195 A.H.)
from Haibat Rao Gopal.

A letter of invitation from the Srimant to the Berad of
Shorapur to pay a visit to Poona has been handed to his vakils.
Their departure is impending and will be communicated in
due course.

As Krishna Rao is a consummate diplomat it is necessary
that the utmost caution is exercised in dealing with him.

Akhbar from Poona for dates 25th to 27th Shawwal 1195
AH.

Mahadaji Shinde has written to say that Muir’s under-
taking to withdraw his forces within eighteen days beyond
the Jumna is a mere ruse calculated to gain some respite
to build: up supplies and re-form the forces for a fresh attack.
The Shinde is therefore preparing himself to counter the ex-
pected assault.

" Reliable news in regard to the affairs of Raja Chait Singh
is awaited, There is nothing fresh to report about Haidar
Ali’s campaign against the English.
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The Shinde’s diwan Bala Rao, who was sinking, is re-

ported to have passed away on being brought to Ujjain from
Lashkar.

The Srimant went to Parwati on 26th instant accompanied
by Haripant and Krishna Rao Balwant. While he re-
mained there, some dervishes brought a few tigers. One of
them was chained to the bole of a tree and several elephants
were pitted against him. Some of the elephants got scared
after the first attack but two of them crushed the tiger under
their feet and made short work of him.

A. R. No. 128 28th Shawwal 1195 A.H.
17th October 1781

(Akhbar) from Poona, dated. 28th Shawwal (1195 A.H.).
Sunday, 25th Shawwal.

Nana discussed with Haripant plans for countering the
expected English offensive.

The Holkar, in all certainty, will leave for Poona on the
return of Naro Ganesh to Waphgaon:

Monday, 26th Shawwal.

Goddard is at Wasai and is massing the forces at Kalyan
with a view to move to the Borghat. Bajipant will be sent
to grapple with him. Haripant is expected. to move to Khadki.

Raghunath Rao is likely to descend into Khandesh assisted
by Baji Rao Barve and. Satoji Bhonsle. Ganeshpant Behere
has orders to hold him up at Kondai Bari.

Plans are being made to support Govind Rao Gaikwad.
Ganpat Rao Kolhatkar, his diwan- designate, is raising loans
from merchants and may be given further assistance by the
Karbharis. '

A darbar was held as usual.
Tuesday, 29th Shawwal.

The Shinde is reported to be carefully observing the
movements of the English forces at Sipri Kolaras,
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The Gujrati merchants at Poona thave their marts at
Bombay and Surat but during the last few years traffic
between Poona and these cities has dwindled. away as the
Karbharis have virtually laid an embargo on the free transit
of goods and. the exchange of hundis between their territory
and that of the English. In consequence, the merchants have
left the city in large numbers. It remains to be seen what
steps will be taken to bring them back.

Rejoiced. to learn that the Huzur bestowed a pearl neck-
lace on Krishna Rao on the occasion of Dasara.

A. R. No. 129 grd lilqad 1195 A.H.
21st October 1781

Covering letter dated Poona, 3rd Zilqad (1195 A.H.) from
Haibat Rao Gopal.

News is to hand. that the English, who had earlier agreed
to withdraw from Sipri Kolaras, have surreptitiously obtained
large supplies (manifestly) with a view to launch a fresh
offensive and that they are now pressing the Shinde to admit
them way to proceed to Surat. No wonder that those who
trafficked in trickery are now outmatched in their own trade
by others!

The annual account of the wage-bill of the messengers
was sent from here sometime ago. Its receipt may be kindly
acknowledged.

Akhbar from Poona for dates 28th Shawwal to 3rd
Zilqad (1195 A.H.).

The English are reported to have sprung a surprise on the
Shinde by proposing to him that they may be allowed. to
proceed to Surat peacefully but the Shinde does not appear
to be in a mood to take them at their word.

Report is current that Col. Goddard is preparing for a big
naval attack.

The Abyssinians, it is rumoured, have started a fresh attack
on the Maratha garrison at Tale Ghonsale. *

Haidar Ali Khan, it is learnt, is poised for an offensive
against the English near Kanchi.
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The Huzur is believed to have written to the Karbharis

stressing the urgency of starting the campaign against the
English. y

Mudhoji Bhonsle has sent the customary robes to the
Srimant and his officials.

On 28th Shawwal, Balajipant, Haripant and others went
to the Mula river for ablutions and almsgiving in view of a
predicted solar eclipse. They waited in vain beyond the calcu-
lated. duration of the eclipse but were disappointed to find that
it did not occur. They therefore returned to the city after
finishing their mid-day meal.

Supplementary Akhbar dated 3rd Zilqad 1195 A.H.

The Karbharis have decided to send (to the Konkan) a
force of two to three thousand gardis and. five guns commanded
by the artillery officer Sakharam Yashwant Panse to forestall
any naval attack by the English.

A clerk of Madhav Rao Sadashiv will accompany the
vakils of the chief of Shorapur.

A. R. No. 130 7th Lilgad 1195 A.H.
25th October 1781

Covering letter from Poona, dated 7th Zilqad (1195 A.H.)
from Haibat Rao Gopal.

Haidar Ali Khan has bravely warred against the English
through all these years. His losses have been many but his
gains are also not few. He has acquired vast terfitories and
what is more he has damped the fighting ardour of the
English. In vain he has invoked help from the Karbharis
which they have never given him in full measure. Taking
stock of their own position, it will be clearly seen that they
have but followed a policy of appeasement. They have lost
Salsette, Jambusar with several other mahals, Ahmadabad
and Gujrat. A feeling of despondency has therefore come
over some of the thoughtful persons here. They declare that
a halting policy will be of little avail. They feel certain that
victory will come to that party which is well-armed and well-
equipped and which does not look up to help from other

quarters,
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Akhbar from Poona for dates 4th to 7th Zilgad 1195 A.H.

Further to news reported in the earlier Akhbar dated 4th
Zilqad, it is gathered that the Dutch at Surat, whose factory
was seized by the English sometime ago, have sought the help
of the French. Reports have come from Surat and Wasai that
a fleet of fourteen ships set sail from Europe anl six of these
ships are now coasting near Surat, while some have touched
Goa and the others have been sighted near Wasai. The object
of their coming is not known.

The Abyssinians are reported. to have killed Nathe Khan,
the jamedar of the gardis, in the encounter near Tale Ghonsale.

The vakils of the Berad have left for Shorapur.
Supplementary Akhbar dated 7th Zilqad 1195 A.H.

Haripant has learnt afresh that Goddard has gone back
to Surat. Possibly he did so on finishing his job at Wasai.

No further news has been received either about Haidar
Ali Khan or the Shinde.

A. R. No. 131 8th Lilgad 1195 A.H.
26th October 1781

(Akhbar) from Poona dated 8th Zilqad (1195 A.H.).
Monday, 4th Lilqad.

The English at Kalyan are gathering the rice harvest in
the Konkan and have anchored a few ships near the coasts
for transporting the grain to Bombay. The harvest over,
Goddard. will move from Wasai to Kalyan from where he will
proceed to the Borghat.

The Karbharis have already sent about two thousand
gardis to the Borghat. Bhavani Shivaram and the Panse’s

men will follow with #few guns. Sakharam Panse has joined
Haripant’s camp.

The Karbharis had a long conversation with the vakils of
Haidar Ali Khan, who, it is gathered, has sent robes to the
Srimant and the Karbharis,

?
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Tuesday, 5th {ilqad.

The Srimant and the Karbharis sent robes to Zabit Jung’s
son at Nirmal in return for the robes received by them some-
time ago.

According to a secret report Haidar Ali Khan appears to
have fallen back in a recent engagement with the English.

Wednesday, 6th lilgad.

Govind Rao Gaikwad is reported to be at Dawadi and
to have:-raised about two thousand recruits.

Nana had a long discussion with Haripant. Krishna Rao’s
son Govind Rao was also present. Krishna Rao’s letters were
read carefully and. the replies to be sent to him and the Huzur
were considered.

About two thousand men have gathered at the Maratha
camp. More musters are expected to arrive in due course.

Thursday, 7th ilgad.

Haidar Ali Khan in agreement with the Karbharis had
sometime ago bargained for French help by paying twenty
lakhs of rupees to them. Rumours have reached. here that a
few French vessels have arrived near Surat and that they let
off a few shots near Bombay on their way to Surat. The
Karbharis have written to Ganeshpant Behere in Khandesh
to gather accurate news. His report is awaited.

The inflow of Krishna Rao’s letters has increased. It is
believed that the negotiations have gathered greater momen-
tum.

Haripant is expected to shift his camp to Khadki. Nana
may also enter his tent.

The Srimant diverts himself exercising his horses.

The Holkar’s agent Naro Ganesh is pressing the Karbharis
for money.

The manceuvres of the French vessels in the coastal waters
of Surat have caused some irritation to the English.

The Karbharis have raised, nearly four lakhs of rupees by
a levy on the mutsaddis and the karkuns of the stables,
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My joy knows no bounds to learn that both the Swamis
were honoured with naubats by the Huzur on the occasion of
Dasara. My fervent prayer is that my sires may live long
and prosper to be the benevolent protectors of the humble and
the lowly who live and thrive by their good grace.

A. R. No. 132 11th Lilgad 1195 A.H.
29th October 1781

Covering letter dated Poona, 11th Zilqad (1195 A.H.)
from Haibat Rao Gopal.

Machiavellism and opportunism are the stock-in-trade
with the men in power here. It is therefore necessary that
craft is met by craft.

Akhbar from Poona for dates 8th to 11th Zilqad 1195 A.H.

Haripant and Balajipant have confirmed the news that
Warren Hastings was taken prisoner by Raja Chait Singh. at
Chanargad.

Muir is reported to be playing fast and loose with Mahadaji
Shinde,

Haripant and Balajipant say that Haidar Ali Khan is not
favourably disposed, to the overtures of peace being made by
Col. Eyre Coote.

Supplementary Akhbar dated 11th Zilqad 1195 A.H.

From Balajipant it is gathered that the Frenchman Musa
Muti' has arrived at Goa and. that the Karbharis have arranged
to provide for him proper escort for his journey to Poona.

Raghopant has been sent to the Berad of Shorapur as was
decided earlier.

According to an unconfirmed report, the French vesscls
sighted off the coast of Bombay were pirate ships and they
waylaid three cargo ships of the English while the fourth one
laden with treasury chests escaped to the Bombay harbour.
The pirate ships with the captured vessels in tow are reported
to have made for Goa, only to be refused asylum by the

1. Monsieur Montigny, the French agent, who lived at the court
of Poona untl he was got expelled by Malet about 1786.
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Portuguese. They are likely to proceed to some port in Haidat
Ali Khan’s territory.

The Pant Pradhan, accompanied by Balajipant and
Haripant, went to Parwati on gth instant.

Amrit Rao Pethe has returned from his pilgrimage to
Ambe Jogai.

A. R. No. 133 _ _12th Qilqad 1195 4.H.
g3oth October 1781

Covering letter dated Poona, 12th Zilgad (1195 A.H.)
from Haibat Rao Gopal.

A detailed reply has now been sent to Raghottam Rao’s
letter dated 28th Shawwal. With it are enclosed a few
suppplements. Raghottam Rao, it is hoped, will throw light
on all matters.

Supplementary Akhbar from Poona dated 12th Zilqad
1195 A.H.

Relying on a report from Saugor, Balajipant has informed
me that an English officer stationed. at Prayag (i.e., Allahabad)
made an attack against Raja Chait Singh’s forces returning
from Chanargad. The engagement was bloody and both sides
sustained heavy losses but the English officer and. his men were
beaten back and compelled to retake refuge in the fortress of
Prayag. '

A. R. No. 134 12th {ilgad 1195 A.H.
3oth October 1781

Akhbar from Poona, dated 12th Zilqad. (1195 A.H.).
Friday, 8th Zilgad.

As it is the month of Kartik, Haripant had his lunch in a
garden some distance from his camp. *The recruits are averse
to take up arms as they have not received nalband: over a
long period. Efforts are being made to bring them round.
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Saturday, gth Zilgad.

Tall pirate ships of the French resembling stately men-of-
war, which had plundered a few cargo ships of the English,
are reported to have sailed away from the coast of Surat in
search of further prey.

An envoy of the French is expected here from Goa.

Being the Ekadashi day, the Srimant and Nana paid a
visit to Parwati and returned home at sunset.

A ding-dong battle is in progress between Haidar Ali Khan
and, the English.

Sunday, 10th {ilgad.

A troop of gardis has been sent to the Borghat to meet the
expected English offensive. Bhavani Shivaram and others will
follow. )

Nana lunched in a garden today and will do so for a few
days more as the month of Kartik is in progress. He paid a
visit to Haripant to decide about Krishna Rao’s letters.

Congratulatory robes from the Srimant and the Karbharis
to Zafar-ud-daula’s son will be sent by express messenger to-
morrow.

Monday, 11th Jilgad.

A detachment of nearly five hundred gardis was dispatch-

ed from here to suppress the hostile activities of the Abyssini-
ans in the Konkan.

The Bhonsle is expected to send robes to the Srimant trom
Nagpur. He may also enter his tent shortly.

Raghunath Rao is preparing to i)roceed to Kondai Bari.

The Holkar is reported to be anxiously av(raiting the return
of Naro Ganesh. ‘

Supplementary Akhbar, dated 1ath Zilqad. 1195 A.H.

Balajipant has éiven the news that an attack by an English
officer near Prayag was successfully beat off by the forces of
Raja Chait Singh returning from Chanargad.




38

A. R. No. 135 16th Jilgad 1195 A.H.
grd November 1781

Covering letter dated Poona, 16th Zilgad (1195 A.H.)
from Haibat Rao Gopal.

A few after-thoughts which occurred to me after writing
out the last Akhbar have been set down by me in my personal
letter to Raghottam Rao. He will no doubt convey these
ideas to the Swami in due course.

Akhbar from Poona covering the events from 12th to 16th
Zilgad 1195 A.H.

According to reliable reports the tide of fortune appears
to have returned to the English in their affairs with Raja
Chait Singh. The latest news is as follows:—

Warren Hastings is safely lodged in the fortress of
Chanargad. The English forces stationed at Prayag and in
the Gangetic delta made a junction and. delivered a deadly
attack on the forces of Raja Chait Singh. The Raja put up
a valiant fight but was overwhelmed and had to fly the field
to avoid capture. He took shelter for a while at Ramgad
but had to leave it hastily as the enemy was in hot pursuit.
He was last heard of at Vijaygad. He has thus been reduced
to the position of a hunted fugitive.

The news of his miserable plight has been confirmed by
a secret dispatch received from the Shinde’s camp. The
Karbharis appear to have designedly suppressed the news for
sometime. The English seem to have taken possession of the
territory of the Raja round about Benares.

Shuja-ud-daula’s son Asaf-ud-daula is reported to have
joined the English.

There is unconfirmed news that a few detachments of
the English have advanced a short distance from Panwel to-
wards the Borghat. Col. Goddard is reported to be at

Bombay.

Durgoji Bhapkar has been ordered to raise about five
thousand recruits.
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Supplementary Akhbar from Poona for dates 16th and
17th Zilqad 1195 A.H.

Durgoji Bhapkar, assisted by Ganeshpant Behere, has
been ordered to proceed to the Surat region. Nearly twenty-
five thousand rupees were sent to him by the Karbharis some-
time ago on the pressure exerted by his nephew Kadoji
Bhapkar. Durgoji is in no mood to comply with the orders
of the Karbharis unless he is provided with the wherewithal
to raise fresh recruits.

Govind Rao Gaikwad is steeped in debts and there is
none willing to serve as his diwan. Nothing useful, therefore,
may be expected to come out of the plans of the Karbharis
to set him up as a rival against Fateh Singh Gaikwad.

As an instance of the habit of self-complacency to which
the Karbharis are accustomed I may mention that they have
evinced very little practical interest in sending the troop of
gardis and the artillery officer Sakharampant Panse to Tale-
gaon. May we presume that this will be done when the
enemy actually threatens to force the ghat?

Monsieur Montigny, the French agent, is expected to
arrive here tomorrow (17th Zilgad) morning.

Stringent measures are being taken by the Karbharis to
check the smuggling of goods from Bombay. A merchant of
Pandharpur was found to have brought contraband silks. His
property has been seized and he has been brought to Poona.

Differences between Ahalya Bai and the Holkar have come
tc a head. Babu Rao Vaidya is here to plead the cause of
Ahalya Bai and Naro Ganesh and Parajipant are representing
the interests of the Holkar. , The Karbharis have been pressing
Ahalya Bai to advance an amount of twentyfive lakhs of
rupees, with or without interest, to help them out of their
pecuniary embarrassments. Ahalya Bai has taken up the
position that the Holkar may be asked to pay an equitable
share of this contribution as he holds the sardarship. She is
inclined to advance the whole amount provided she is left in
charge of the sardarship, as well as the administration of the
mahals. The Holkar, however, is unwilling to relinquish his
sardarship. Ahalya Bai is also insisting upon the dismissal of
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Naro Ganesh and the appointment of Ganoba Tatya’s son to
the diwanship. All things considered, there appears to be
no near prospect of reaching a settlement on these issues.

Another supplement dated 16th Zilgad 1195 A.H.

A trusted patwegar' was engaged to string pearls into two
necklaces but it was discovered that he had replaced some of
them with false pearls. As a punishment his property was
seized and he was kept in prison for sometime. Later, he
was tied to the leg of an elephant and was dragged along
the main thoroughfares of the city and thrown out beyond the
city-limits. -

Balajipant keeps going to Haripant now and then to dis-
pose of administrative matters.

A. R. No. 136 19th {ilgad 1195 A.H.
6th November 1781

Covering letter dated Poona, 1gth Zilqad (1195 A.H.)
from Haibat Rao Gopal.

Balaji Janardan had decided to enter his tent on 21st
Zilqad but now this event stands adjourned.

Suppressed anxiety prevails here about the expected
English offensive but no decisive plan has been evolved so far

to meet it.

Akhbar from Poona for dates 17th to 19th Zilqad
1195 A.H.

Monsieur Montigny, the French agent, arrived here on
18th inst. Burney (sic), a French officer in the service of
the Pant Pradhan, was sent to receive him.

Montigny has come with a large retinue and much
paraphemnalia and Chintaman Deckshit has been asked to
look after his reception and stay. It is believed that he under-
takes to train up a regiment of one thousand white soldiers.

1. A peari-stringer.
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He may ask for a monthly payment of fifty thousand rupees
and suitable quarters and an initial advance of two lakhs of
rupees to be recovered later from the monthly contributions.
He further expects that a jagir may be granted to him after
the overthrow of the English and the Karbharis may main-
tain a standing army of two thousand whites and five thousand
native rifles. He will meet the Srimant on 20th inst. and later
get introduced to Balajipant.

His visit is reminiscent of the previous French' agent’s
coming to Purandar about 1195 A.H.

Visaji Krishna Biniwale, the old sardar, who had formerly
allied himself with More Babu Rao and forfeited his jagir,
has won back the confidence of the Karbharis.

Serious thought is being given to the dispatch of gardis to
the Borghat. Nana is also looking up for an auspicious day
to move into camp.

Supplementary Akhbar dated 19th Zilqad 1195 A.H.

Congratulatory robes sent from here to Ehtesham Jung
Farooq Mirza to greet him on having won back his jagir are
listed below:—

From the Pant Pradhan:—
4 embroidered robes
1 shawlzod:
1 piece of kimkhwab

1 sirpench mursa
From Balajipant, Haripant and Govind Krishna
(Krishna Rao’s son)) :—

6 pieces of cloth from each
No fresh news has been received from Haidar Ali Khan’s
camp.

Goddard, Muir and Eyre Coote appear to have been
heartened by the news of the flight of Raja Chait Singh.

1. Monsieur Chevalier de st. Lubin whose visit has been describ-
ed in Poona Akhbars Vol. I, A. R. No. 33, et seqq.

¢
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Govind Krishna and Visaji Appaji Athawale are allowed
tc attend the meetings between Haripant and Nana at which
Krishna Rao’s letters are being close.y discussed.

The Pant Pradhan’s letters to the Huzur, to Delhi,
to Najaf Khan and to Raja Chait Singh were dispatched from
here on 18th inst. They relate to the necessity of concert-
ing co-ordinated efforts to overthrow the English.

From all reports Col. Goddard seems to be at Bombay.

A. R. No. 137 23rd {ilgad 1195 A.H.
10th November 1781

Covering letter dated Poona, 23rd Zilgad (1195 A.H.)
from Haibat Gopal Rao.

The Karbharis seem to be too weak to prevent the
Bombay forces from gathering the rice harvest in the Konkan.

Akhbar from Poona for dates 20th to 23rd Zilqad 1195
AH.

By a change of plan, Monsieur Montigny, accompanied
by Monsieur Burney, was received into the presence of
Balajipant on 2oth instant though he had wished to meet
the Srimant to begin with. Govind Rao Krishna and Krishna
Rao Balwant were present at the meeting. The French agent
presented his credentials and a costly wrist-watch to Nana.
He was dismissed after the presentation of pan and ittar. A
cash amount of two hundred rupees and necessary supplies
were sent to his lodgings to arrange a feast in his honour.
A further meeting took place on 23rd instant. It lasted from
afternoon to late in the evening. In all likelihood, at this
meeting the French agent must have explained his plans to
Nana in elaborate detail.

Govind Rao Gaikwad has at last appointed a diwan and
raised about fifty thousand rupees and a nucleur force of
two hundred horsemen. He will continue the recruitment.
He arrived here with a large equipment, was received by
Haripant and Krishna Rao Balwant and was led by the latter
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to the Pant Pradhan’s palace where Nana was also present.
He was received most cordially and treated to pan and ittar-
In all probability he will be asked to proceed to Kondai
Bari.

Unconfirmed reports say that Goddard is at Kalyan and
that a few columns of the English are moving in the direction
of Belapur with the purpose of investing the fortress of Nar-
nal. Sakharam Panse has started with two hundred horse-
men, an equal number of gardis and five guns for the Borghat
and made his first halt near the confluence of the Mula-Mutha
on 21st instant. Bhawanji Bhonsle (Akalkotkar) who has
brought a body of one thousand norse will be sent to Tale-
gaon.

The report about the manoeuvres of the French vessels
in the coastal waters near Surat, Wasai and Bombay has
proved to be a canard set afloat mischievously by interested
parties.

Muir is reported to have retreated towards the Jumna
river.

Supplementary Akhbar, dated 23rd Zilqad 1195 A.H.

Durgoji Bhapkar is reported to have descended the ghat
of Kondai Bari and debouched into the plain below com-
manded by the fortress of Songad, while Ganeshpant Behere
gave him cover. The English, however, have abandoned this
region. Great discontent prevails among the Bhapkar’s men
as they are not receiving their daily payments.

Visaji Krishna Biniwale has won back his jagir and or-
ders have been passed for giving him fresh sanads.

Revenue receipts from the Pant Pradhan’s estates have
been unsatisfactory. Nearly forty mamlatdars have been
asked to pay substantial sums as nazr. Narsing Rao Mandav-
gane has paid sixty thousand rupees while Dhonde Mahadeo
is being pressed to pay a lakh of rupees.

No authentic news has come from Haidar Ali Khan’s
camp but rumour has it that the Khan is just now engaged in
a defensive action.



A. R. No. 138 24th Qilgad 1195 A.H.
11th November 1781

(Akhbar) dated 24th Zilqad (1195 A. H.)

Wednesday, 20th Jilgad.

There was a meeting between Nana and the French agent
but the talks were inconclusive. The Frenchman will meet
the Srimant shortly.

A few French vessels have been heard of near Surat.
There are a few other vessels near Bombay but these also seem
bound for Surat. Further developments are awaited.

A darbar was held as usual.

Thursday, 215t {ilgad.

Govind Rao Gaikwad, who has arrived here, will meet the
Srimant tomorrow. He has appointed Ganpat Rao Kolhatkar
as his diwan and raised some money. Efforts are being made
to help him to return to Gujrat to assert his claims.

Sakharam Panse and (Akalkotkar) Shahaji Bhonsle’s son
have started to the Konkan and have made their first halt be-
yond the confluence (of the Mula-Mutha).

The Holkar is expected to arrive here soon. Some of his
forces will be sent from here to support Ganeshpant Behere
who is believed to have descended the ghat of Kondai Bari.
He will possibly engage the English at Surat on land while
the French develop a naval attack on the port.

A new plan appears to have been thought out to settle
the dispute between the Holkar and Ahalya Bai. Naro Ganesh
will continue to be attached to the Holkar but will be allowed
to manage only military affairs while Dadaji Gangadhar will
be in charge of the administrative matters as the diwan of
Ahalya Bai. Nana had to cancel the most auspicious date
which had been fixed for his moving into camp. He is pre-
occupied with other business.

Friday, 22nd Zilgad.

Sakharam Panse is camping near the bridge of Khadki.
He will soon hasten to Talegaon.
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Nana paid a visit to Haripant to discuss military plans.
Haripant made a call on Govind Rao Gaikwad. Later in the
day, the Gaikwad was conducted by Appa Balwant and Mad-
hav Rao Sadashiv to the Srimant’s palace where Nana also
was present. After being treated to pan and ittar the Gaikwad
returned to his tent.

Saturday, 23rd {ilqad.
Haripant is expected to move to the bridge of Khadki.
Haidar Ali Khan is reported to have suffered a recent

set-back. Prices of food grains in his camp have rocketed and
the morale of the men seems to be low.

A. R. No. 139 25th {ilgad 1195 A.H.
12th November 1781

Letter dated Poona, 25th Zilqad (1195 A.H.) from Haibat
Rao Gopal

Sakharam Panse and Bhawanji Bhonsle were sent from
here expeditiously by the Karbharis on learning about the
advance of the English regiments to Panwel.

Narsing Rao Mandavgane has paid. sixty thousand rupees
while Dhondo Mahadeo is being asked to disgorge a lakh of
rupees. Every one is paying almost willingly and the pros-
pects scem bright. The Karbharis are leaving no stone un-
turned to raise funds to meet the mounting bill of expenses.

Krishna Rao, Govind Rao Bhagawant and Jiwajipant are
all seasoned diplomats, and, if the situation is handled care-
fully on both sides, the negotiations are bound to be success-

A. R. No. 140 27th Silqad 1195 A.H.
14th Nouvember 1781

Covering letter dated Poona, 27th Zilgad (1195 A.H.)
from Haibat Rao Gopal.
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The Karbharis have got into the habit of drift. No long-
range plans are being made by them. They seem interested
in tackling each situation as it arises. Discontent in the army
is growing as payments are in woeful arrears but they look
on unconcernedly. Their equanimity is surprising.

Akhbar from Poona for dates 24th to 27th Zilqad 1195
AH.

From a dispatch received from the Shinde’s camp it is
learnt that Muir returned some of the captured guns and
elephants to the Shinde and retreated towards Kalpi. The
belief, however, still persists that he is only playing for time
and may make a bid to force his way to Surat as soon as cir-
cumstances permit.

Goddard’s whereabouts are not definitely known. At times
he is reported at Kalyan, then at Wasai or at Bombay and
so on, but it is certain that he is seeing to the gathering up
of the rice harvest in the Konkan and building up stocks at
Kalyan, Wasai and Bombay. He also seems to be iatent on
taking possession of Narnal and Pembandar as vantage points.

Sakharam Panse and Bhawanji Bhonsle, who are camp-
ing near the confluence of the Mula-Mutha, will decide their
plans in the light of Goddard’s movements.

According to unconfirmed reports Raghunath Rao, ac-
companied by Satwaji Bhonsle and Baji Rao Barve, seems to
have moved with his forces to Navsar Ghan Devi about twenty
miles away from Surat.

Krishna Rao had written to say that it was difficult to
enlist the active support of the Huzur in any joint effort to
overthrow the English unless Haidar Ali Khan took service
under him. The view of the Karbharis appears to be that
the Huzur should suggest to John Holland that the English
should forthwith return to him Chicacole and Masulipatam.
If they will not do this, he must expel the English agent from
his court and start on a campaign to recover these places.
They feel convinced that these steps would be necessary to
inspire confidence in Haidar Ali Khan. A reply to Krishna
Rao on these lines is expected to be sent shortly.
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At a meeting held on 25th inst. Balajipant discussed the
letters of Haidar Ali Khan with his vakils Noor Muhammad
Khan and Narsing Rao. Lakshman Rao Raste was prescnt
but Govind Rao Krishna was excluded. Later, however,
Balajipant sent for Govind Rao and confided to him the con-
tents of the Khan’s letters. It appears that the Khan has
suggested that the Karbharis should try to bring over Warren
Hastings from the custody of Raja Chait Singh and keep him
under restraint at Poona. Except dwelling on this subject
at length the Khan appears to have observed complete
reticence on other matters. News is also getting scarcer
from Krishna Rao Joshi. Govind Rao suggests that his letters
are possibly being censored by Haidar Ali Khan.

Earlier, the Karbharis had sent two messengers to
Krishna Rao Joshi’s headquarters to gather first hand news
about Haidar Ali Khan’s affairs but it seems they were com-
pelled to return on reaching the ghat of Kalahasti by English
pickets posted there. On being coaxed these messengers have
revealed that most of the polygars of the Khan had deserted
to the English, that the Khan’s forces had been beaten back
with heavy losses to Arcot and that they were now virtually
entrapped as in a cul de sac. Their plight had been made
all the more miserable by a continuous downpour of rain,
scarcity conditions and a shaken morale.

Badami is already linked up with Haidar Ali Khan’s camp
by a postal service of the Khan. The Karbharis and Noor
Muhammad Khan decided upon setting up a joint runner
service from Poona to Badami to speed up the transmission of
letters.

A. R. No. 141 28th Jilgad 1195 A.H.
15th November 1781

(Akhbar) from Poona dated 28th Zilqad (1195 A.H.).

Sunday, 24th {ilgad

News has come that the French vessels have sailed away
from Surat.

The French agent is continuing his negotiations with the
Karbharis,
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Monday, 25th Zilqad

Panse and Bhawanji Bhonsle are reported to have reached
Talegaon.

The vakils of (the Berad of) Sharapur are invoking the
help of the Karbharis against the chief of Raydurg.

News from Haidar Ali Khan’s camp indicates that he
met with a disastrous defeat at the hands of the enemy. His
son is reported to be severely wounded while his son-in-law
the Nawab of Savanur appears to have received a death-blow.
The Khan’s yakils are pressing the Karbharis for immediate
succour.

Tuesday, 26th Lilgad

Goddard is reported to be at Bombay. A few English
detachments seem to be moving from Kalyan. Bajipant may
go to the Konkan,

Nana and Haripant had a meeting. The Karbharis may
cede the fort of Sholapur and a few mahals to the Huzur to

win his good will.
Wednesday, 27th {ilgad.

Manaji Phakde has started his depredations in the vicinity
of Parli.

The mustering of men in the Maratha camp is going on
sluggishly.

A. R. No. 142 1st Lilhej 1195 A.H.
18th November 1781

Covering letter dated Poona, 1st Zilthej (1195 A.H.) from
Haibat Rao Gopal.

Jiwajipant in his- letters to the Karbharis had conveyed
the impression that the Huzur was planning a campaign for
the recovery of Chicacole, Rajbundar and other places but
information from other sources does not lend support te this
news. The report of the Huzur’s alleged intention to compsl
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Haidar Ali Khan to attend his court with peshkash has also
caused great surprise here.

Akhbar from Poona for dates 28th Zilqad to 1st Zilhej
1195 A.H.

News of Haidar Ali Khan’s defeat has become widespread
but the Karbharis await confirmation from authentic sources.

Raghunath Rao is reported to have reached Chinchani-
Tarapur, some thirty miles away from Wasali.

Three units of the Bombay forces are believed to have
reached Wasade, a trouble-spot of Koli mischief. = As the
fortress of Triambak is exposed to the threat of capture, the

Karbharis have ordered Dhondo Mahadeo, the killedar, to
return to the fortress with all speed.

Goddard is busy storing up the rice harvest. He also looks
forward to the arrival of Raghunath Rao. The Karbharis
have sent a further call to the sardars to rally for the campalgn
without delay.

The Rastes, Anand Rao, Lakshman Rao and Gangadhar
Rao. have arrived here and are camning on the bank of the
Mutha river with their contingent of two thousand horsemen.
Sakharam Panse and Bhawanii Bhonsle have progressed to
Khadki but the Pant Pratinidhi’s force has not yet joined
them.

The Huzur’s attitude to Haidar Ali Khan has caused deep
distress to the Karbharis.

The settlement of the dispute between the Holkar and
Ahalya Bai seems to be in view. The sardarship will be left
with the Holkar and the administration of the mahals will
vest with Ahalya Bai. Naro Ganesh will continue as the diwan
of the Holkar and Yeshwant Rao Gangadhar will be made
the fadnis of Ahalya Bai. Letters will soon be dispatched to
the Shinde and Ahalya Bai with a view to seek their agree-

ment, )

Raza Ali Khan, the son of Chanda Saheb, who was ailing
here for several months, passed away on 29th Zilqad.




A. R.'No. 143 end ithéj w195 A:H.
19th November 1781

(Akhbar) from Poona, dated 2nd Zilhej (1195 ASH.).

Thursday, 28th Lilgad.

It is definite that the vanguard of the :English rforces at
Kalyan has moved to Chowka to guard against any surprise.
Other news is vague and points to the frantic efforts of ‘God-
dard to build up food-stocks and keep everything ready for
the offensive.

Friday, 29th {ilgad.
Gangadhar Rao Raste with his contingent will soon be

sent to the Konkan as the English are making ominous move-
ments.

Raghunath Rao is soon expected to reach Wasai. ‘Fateh
Singh Gaikwad, it is believed, has sent a contingent of two
thousand men to help him. Satwaiji Bhonsle and Baji Rao
Barve, the lieutenants of Raghunath Rao, are possibly leading
his forces to Kondai Bari. It remains to be seen if Govind
Rao Gaikwad will be able to raise a sufficient army to hold
up their advance.

The Karbharis have sent urgent summons to Parashuram
Ramchandra Mirajkar to hasten to Poona with his following.

Manaji Phakde seems to be carrying on his depredations
near Parli without let or hindrance.

Saturday, 3oth lilgad.

Haidar Ali Khan is reported to have retreated to Banga-
lore. The English, who are hotly pursuing him, are said to
have taken possession of the Arcot region and Giri (i.e., Tiru-

pati).
Nana had important discussions with Haripant touching
all matters.

Sunday, 15t lilhej.

Sakharam Panse has advanced to Khadki. The Raste will
follow him. Haripant may also move to Khadki,
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Bajaba Purandare was to be transferred from the fortress
of Wandan to some fort in the Konkan but his grandmother
Abayi came here and prevailed upon the Karbharis not to
disturb him from his present station.

The French agent has just finished his preliminary talks
with the Karbharis. .

e

A. R. No. 144 sth Silhey 1195 A.H.
22nd November 17561

Covcring letter from Poona, dated 5th Zilhej (1195 A.H.)
from Haibat Rao Gopal.

The news of Haidar Ali Khan’s discomfiture and the
Huzur’s changed attitude as revealed in Krishna Rao’s letters
have cast a gloom over the Karbharis. Nana 1s in frequent
consultation with Haripant but the trend of their discussions
is still not known.

Akhbar from Poona for dates 2nd to 5th Zilhej 1195 A.H.

Govind Rao Krishna says that Goddard 1s at Kalyan and
the English detachments have reached Badlapur.

Tukoji Holkar has at last moved into camp from Waph-
gaon. He has possibly orders to proceed to Talegaon.

Raghunath Rao, who was on his way to Wasai, is undc:-
stood to have been advised by the English to return to Surat
in view of relatively settled conditions in the North. The in-
formation of the Karbharis is that he is now camping at
Ashwini Kumar Tirth.

The Abyssinians are reported to have evacuated
the ryots of their talugs to the interior with their stocks of
rice. They seem now ready to attack Birewadi, Tale Ghonsale
and other places in the Pant Pradhan’s territory which are

poorly defended.

Local merchants’ quarters are full of the news of Haidar
Ali Khan’s overthrow by the English but the Karbharis await
confirmation of the news through official channels.  Noor
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Muhammad Khan’s son arrived here recently from Bagalkot.
It was believed that he might have brought some secret mes-
sage from Haidar Ali Khan but it has now been made abund-
antly clear that he has come here on a private visit.

Govind Rao Gaikwad, Sakharam Panse and Gangadhar
Rao Raste are all put up jointly in camps on the outskirts of
Poona and await orders from the Karbharis on their future
movements. General discontent prevails in their rank and
file on account of irregular and partial payments.

Manaji Phakde has moved to Supegaon and is laying wastc
the region around Palim in concert with the Sargar’s men.

A.R. No. 145 6th ilhej 1195 A.H.
23rd November 1781

(Akhbar) from Poona dated 6th Zilhej (1195 A.H.).

Monday, 2nd Jilhej

Rumour has it that Raghunath Rao has arrived at Wasai,
that Goddard may meet him there and later proceed to
Kalyan to direct the campaign across the Borghat. Reliable
news is awaited.

Tuesday, 3rd Silhej

Of late the (river) garden has become the meeting-place
for Nana and Haripant where they seem to be endlessly dis-
cussing the grave turn of events and the steps to be taken to
retrieve the situation.

The French agent is pestering the Karbharis to advance
funds and is asking to be given more spacious quarters but
they seem to be in no mood to encourage him as they are
themselves hard-pressed for money.

Wednesday, 4th lilhej

Satwaji Bhonsle and Baji Rao Barve are reported to have
reached Nayapur Dhayate at the foot of the ghat of Kondai
Bari. Durgoji Bhapkar is guarding the Khandesh side of the
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ghat and Ganeshpant Behere is stationed in the réar at Sakari.
The latter has repeatedly written to the Karbharis to send
further help and 1t seems as if Govind Rao Gaikwad will be
sent to support him.

Bajipant Anna and the Raste are expected to be asked
to move to Talegaon to check the possible advance of the
English.

Thursday, 5th Kilhej

The Holkar is collecting his men but they are averse to
serve in view of the uncertainty of receiving regular pay-
ments. The other sardars too are facing the same difficulty.

Haidar Ali Khan, it 1s gathered, has set his face towards
Bangalore with the English close at his heels. They have
already occupied the regions of Arcot and Giri.

News from the North indicates that the English have
patched up peace with the Shinde and that the latter has ceded
the fort of Gwalior to the Jats.

A. R. No. 146 10th Qilhej 1195 A.H.

27th November 1781

Covering letter dated Poona, 1oth Zilhej (1195 A.H.)
from Haibat Rao Gopal.

The Huzur’s reported apathy to declare himself against
the English has set the Karbharis thinking whether they
should continue to maintain the state of war against the
English or initiate peace talks with them on behalf of Haidar
Ali Khan.

Akhbar from Poona for dates 6th to 1oth Zilhej 1195 A.H.

Narsing Rao, the vakil of Haidar Ali Khan, relying on a
dispatch from the Khan dated 15th Zilgad, has informed
that on 5th Zilgad Haidar Ali Khan by forced marches over-
took Col. Eyre Coote near Vemarajpalyam and put him to
flight. The English, who ran to the shelter of the woods
nearby, it appears, left behind them a large equipment and a
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few elephants which incidentally fell into the hands of the
Khan. rhe Karbharis, however, have not received any letter
so tar from their vakil.

No further news has come from the Shinde’s camp.

There were heavy showers on 8th and gth Zilhej at
Khadki which turned the black soil on the banks of the Mula
into slush. Govind Rao Gaikwad and Sakharam Panse had
therefore to shift their camps to harder soil. Their further
progress is linked up with Goddard’s possible movements.

Balajipant paid a visit to Haripant on 8th inst.

On gth inst., the Pant Pradhan, accompanied by Balaji-
pant and Haripant, paid a visit to the shrine at Pashan.

No fresh news has been received about the English forces
at Kalyan.

A.R. No. 147 11th Silhej 1195 A.H.
28th November 1781

(Akhbar) from Poona dated 11th Zilhej (1195 A.H.).
Friday, 6th Silhej

Nana and Haripant conferred with the vakils of Haidar
Ali Khan and decided to write to him advising him not to
lose heart but make fresh preparations for a second campaign.
The overthrow of the Khan enables the English to divert their
forces in the Karnatak to the Borghat sector. The Karbharis
seem agitated over this increased threat to their frontiers.

Saturday, 7th ilhej

The Karbharis as well as the English scem disposed to
call off the war. Each party is likely to send overtures of
peace to the other. Goddard would like that a jagir is
granted to Raghunath Rao. He also seeks the military
collaboration of the Marathas in supplanting the power of
Haidar Ali Khan but the Karbharis view with distrust all
proposals coming from the English. .
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. It is still not known definitely if Raghunath Rao has
arrived at Wasai.

Sunday, 8th Zilhej

The English at Kalyan and the Maratha forces at Poona
are just marking time.

There are rumours that Haidar Ali Khan will prepare
himself for another campaign against the English.

In the North the Shinde and Muir are reported to have
come to terms on the intercession of the Jats.

Nana had long talks with Haripant on all outstanding
matters.

Monday, oth Jilhej

Being the Ekadashi day, the Srimant, Nana and Haripant
went on a visit to the temple of Mahadeo at Pashan, escorted
by a force nearly two thousand strong.

Visaji Krishna Biniwale has been granted a saranjam of
sixty thousand rupees and asked to raise as many recruits as
may be possible. He is bound to be given some important
command.

Parashuram Ramachandra Mirajkar has asked for funds
to raise further recruits. For the present he is willing to
send a contingent of nearly two thousand men. All told, the
Maratha fighting force is about six to seven thousand strong
as at present.

Tuesday, 1oth Zilhej.

Ahalya Bai appears to have proposed that her grandson
may be given the sardarship and Tukoji Molkar may be left
in charge of the army. The Karbharis are inclined to favour
this proposal. Tukoji Holkar seems annoyed over these dev-
elopments as he is showing little enthusiasm about joining the
‘Maratha campaign.



A. R. No. 148 _ 15th Zilhej 1195 A.H.
2nd December 1781

Covering letter dated Poona, 15th Zilhej (1195 A.H.)
from Haibat Rao Gopal.

(Refers to the dispatch of Akhbar of even date).

Supplement to the covering letter.

I am getting old and decrepit. Raghottam Rao has served
his period of apprenticeship at the court here and has had
sufficient training to carry out the duties of efficient akhbar-
navisi. He was sent back in good time in the hope that Krishna
Rao would recommend his case to the Huzur. He had to put
off his daughter’s marriage, which he had arranged to cele-
brate last vear, owing to the uncertainty of obtaining leave
from the Huzur. The Swami should exert bis influence in
obtaining for him preferment as akhbarnavis- and also leave
to celebrate his daughter’s marriage in the month of Magh.
I have enclosed a petition touching these matters. The Swami
may forward it to the Huzur or set it aside if it is inappro-
priate. The Swami knows how best to deal with such matters.

Akhbar from Poona for dates 11th to 15th Zilhej 1195 A.H.

From Haidar Ali Khan’s letters to his vakils and Krishna
Rao Joshi’s letter to Balajipant it is gathered that the Khan
intercepted a few English guns and a quantity of ammunition
in transit to Vellore. The Khan further appears to have made
an appeal to the Karbharis to develop a general attack against
the English and also persuade the Huzur to lend his active

support in this matter.

Goddard is reported at Bombay and the English vanguard
is heard of in the neighbourhood of Badlapur.

According to the latest news, Mahadaji Shinde is camping
near Chanderi while Muir is retreating towards the Jumna.

Chait Singh is said to have left his kingdom and taken

asylum at Rewa Mukundpur. He appears to have sent a
vakil to Mahadaji Shinde and another to the Pant Pradhan.

The latter is reported held up at Erandol owing to temporary
illness.
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Govind Rao Gaikwad is on the verge of insolvency and
there is little prospect that he will succeed in his enterprise.
Ganpat Rao Kolhatkar has also lost his warmth and. is finding
it extremely difficult to raise funds for his master.

Durgoji Bhapkar and Ganeshpant Behere are tacklmg the
enemy as well as they can.

A. R, No. 149 16th Jilhej 1195 A.H.
3rd December 1781

(Akhbar) from Poona dated 16th Zilhej (1195 A.H.).

Wednesday, 11th {ilhej.

Surprise is expressed here in certain quarters at the news
that Haidar Ali Khan was able to drive the enemy to take
shelter in the woods. The Karbharis also consider the position
still vague and await further news.

The latest letters of Haidar Ali Khan to the Karbharis
reflect his feeling of disillusionment and frustration. He has
twitted the Karbharis for their self-complacency. He has
also expressed surprise that they could not even prevent the
Fnglish forces from Calcutta reaching the South, though
their henchman the Bhonsle could have easily managed this.
Finally, the Khan appears to have struck a note of warning
that he may be compelled to sue for peace on his own account
in case he is worsted by the English. The Karbharis are thus
faced with an unpleasant situation and are thinking what

reply to make.

Thursday, 12th Zilhej.

The English seem to attach priority to the task of over-
throwing Haidar Ali Khan. In consequence their forces in
the Borghat sector are on the defensive. The Karbharis are
therefore taking their time easily. They are also unable to
build up their fighting force on account of their low state of

finance.

Friday, 13th ilhej.

Nana visited Haripant at his tent. They both seem to be
greatly embarrassed over Haidar Ali Khan’s letters, Though
Q
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they are inclined to conciliate Raghunath Rao, they are
preparing to resist any extravagant claims that are likely to
be made on his behalf by the English at the expected peace
parleys. Meanwhile, expectations have been raised here
that some overtures of peace may be received from the

English.
Saturday, 14th Zilhej.

The Karbharis intend to reply to Krishna Rao’s ‘letters
and also write to the Huzur separately.

News has been received that peace has been patched up
between the Shinde and the English.

The Raste will proceed to Talegaon as soon as he is bidden
to do so.

Sunday 15th Silhej.

The mustering of men at the Maratha camp is proceeding
slowly. Raghunath Rao is expected to arrive at Wasai.

The subehdar of Khandesh and Ganeshpant Behere have
made frightful exactions from the jagir villages of the writer.
Krishna Raoji should be pressed to write to the Karbharis
forcefully with a view to arrange the speedy refund of these
amounts.

A. R. No. 15q 215t Jilhej 1195 A.H.
8th December 1781

(Akhbar) from Poona dated 21st Zilhej (1195 A.H.).
Monday, 16th Kilhej.

Manaji Phakde and Agaji Sargar’s son are carrying on
their depredations‘unchecked and it is learnt that they have
come into conflict with Zorawar Jung Bahadur’s men.

Nana Fadnavis is observing the period of pollution
consequent on the death of a near relation.
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A darbar was held in Haripant’s tent. Later Govind Rao
and Haripant considered the reply to be sent to Krishna Rao’s
letters.

Tuesday, 17th Lilhej.

Being the Ganesh Chaturthi day, the Srimant and
Haripant made a visit to the shrine of Ganpati at Theur and
returned in the evening.

Haidar Ali Khan is reported to have attacked the supply
caravans of the English and to have captured a few English
ladies and some elephants.

News from the Shinde’s camp indicates that peace has
been effected between him and the English.

Wednesday, 18th Zilhej.

The Karbharis look on confidently, though they appear
to have received secret news that Goddard is likely to move
to Kalyan from Bombay. They do not expect a large-scale
offensive but they are prepared to meet any surprise.

Parashuram Bhau is soon expected to arrive here with a
small contingent.

T hursday, 19th Kilhej.

Raja Chait Singh, with the remnants of his army, is believ-
ed to have taken refuge with the Shinde. A clerk of the Kar-
bharis has been sent from here to Burhanpur to bring up the
Raja’s vakil.

The Srimant’s wedding is expected to be celebrated in the
month of Magh. The choice lies between two brides, one,
the daughter of Parashuram Ramachandra, and the other,
the daughter of Amrit Rao, the grandson of Trimbak Rao
Mama.

A small gardi regiment will go from here to check the
Abyssinian menace near Tale Ghonsale.

A darbar was held in Haripant’s tent.
Friday, 20th Kilhej.

Ganeshpant Behere is guarding the inner entrance of the
ghat of Kondai Bari while Durgoji Bhapkar is keeping watch
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at the outer entrance as Satoji Bhonsle and Baji Rao Barve
have made their camp at Songad.

Raghunath Rao is expected to reach Wasai with a view
to celebrate the sacred thread investiture ceremony of his
son.,

The Holkar is active at Waphgaon, calling up his men,
and may arrive here before long.

Govind Rao Gaikwad is in a sorry plight being hardpressed
for money.

The future plans of the Karbharis depend largely on the
fate of Haidar Ali Khan. At present they are urging him to
carry on the fight to the last man.

A. R. No. 151 25th Qilhej 1195 A.H.
' 12th December 1781.

Covering letter dated Poona, 25th Zilhej (1195 A.H.)
from Haibat Rao Gopal.

Raghottam Rao’s petition is before the Huzur. The
Swami should press for his early appointment so that I may
be relieved of my weighing responsibilities. -

Akhbar from Poona for dates 21st to 25th Zilhej 1195
AH.

The news, received through their secret intelligence chan-
nel, that Goddard has moved from Bombay to Kalyan, has
made little i impression on the Karbharis. They are aware of
the diversion ot a few English detachments from Bombay to the
Karnatak. They seem to have correctly read the signs of the
receding prospect of the English offensive. In consequence
they have slackened their further preparations. The ncw
silledars, who had presented themsclves for enlistment, have
been sent back and the horses of the standing cavalry units
have been turned out to graze.  The Ghorpade and the
Patankar are recelvmg their daily stipend but the other
sardars are not receiving anything,
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Govind Rao Gaikwad is supporting about five hundred
men with great difficulty.

‘Two messengers arrived here on 23rd inst., possibly bring-
ing a letter from Col. Goddard to Balajipant. They were
detained until the reply was got ready for dispatch. Govind
Rao Krishna, when asked, remarked that the letter was from
the Portuguese at Goa and not from Col. Goddard.

Raja Chait Singh is expected to go to Mahadaji Shinde
from Rewa Mukundpur. ‘The Shinde himself is near Chan-
deri and it is bruited that he will prepare for a fresh
campaign against the English with the help of Najaf Khan

The Karbharis are making half-hearted attempts to win
over Manaji Phakde.

Abayi, the grandmother of Bajaba Purandare, and his
other relatives are making strenuous efforts to secure his re-
lease from the fortress of Chandan Wandan.

A. R. No. 152 26th ilhej 1195 A.H.
13th December 1781

(Akhbar) from Poona, dated 26th Zilhej (1195 A. H.).

Saturday, 215t {ilhej.

The vakils of Haidar Ali Khan paid a visit to Haripant.
The Khan appears to have made it clear that hec must enter
into a treaty of peace with the English.

Nana is still in mourning and so the darbar is being held
in Haripant’s tent.
Sunday, 22nd Jilhej.

The news about the English offensive is still vague. No
marked activity is visible in the Maratha camp except that
the Panse with his contingent has left for Talegaon.

Monday, 23rd Jilkej.

Raghunath Rao, who was on his way to Wasai, is reported
to have gone back to Surat.
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The Raste is likely to be asked to proceed to Talegaon.

Nana discussed with Govind Rao the reply to be sent to
Krishna Rao.

The darbar was held in Haripant’s tent.

Tuesday, 24th {ilhej.

Haidar Ali Khan’s letters to the Karbharis, which are
strident with the note of disappointment and suppressed re-
sentment, have cast a gloom over the Karbharis and roused
them to the new dangers ahead. In consultation with his
vakils, they intend to prepare a reply which will have the
effect of soothing his lacerated feelings.

Wednesday, 25th ilhe).

The Holkar is facing defections in his camp owing to
his straitened relations with Ahalya Bai, not to speak of his
financial embarrassments. He has a mind go to Chandwad
to celebrate his son’s marriage, though the Karbharis have
advised. him to celebrate the event at Waphgaon. :

The Shinde, who has settled his affairs with the English,
is soon expected to proceed to Ujjain.

The English forces in the Karnatak are believed to have
returned to Kalyan. Goddard is already there. Further
developments are awaited.

Dhondo Appa Purandare is interceding on behalf of
Manaji Phakde, who, it appears, has reached Jejuri.

Madhav Rao Nilkanth Purandare is pressing the Srimant
to release Bajaba and Moroba from captivity.

A. R. No. 153 - 28th Zilhej 1195 A.H.
15th December 1781.

Covering letter dated Poona, 28th Zilhej (1195 A.H.)
from Haibat Rao Gopal.



63

Balajipant expressed some surprise over the neutral pelicy
of the Huzur. He observed that, though Haidar Ali Khan
had now been isolated, there was still time to concert effective
plans to overthrow the English.

Akhbar from Poona covering the events from 26th to 28th
Zilhej 1195 A.H.

Balajipant has cleared the mystery about the letter which
was supposed to have been received from Goddard. He has
explained that this letter was being sent by Goddard to
Madras but was intercepted in the Konkan by the officers of
the Pant Pradhan and sent over to Poona It was in English
and therefore remained still unread.

Letters are also passing and repassing between the Kar-
bharis and the Portuguese at Goa.

Balajipant further gave out that Mahadaji Shinde was at
Jhansi and Chait Singh was expected to meet him shortly.

News of the military dispositions of the English as given
by Balajipant is as follows: Col. Goddard has come down
to Kalyan from Bombay. Four detachments are stationed
between Kalyan and Badlapur. The guns at Kalyan have
been mounted on their carriages ready for moving out. Two
detachments are at Bombay and two at Sa]settee forming the
reserves. Two more units, which were earlier stationed at
Kalyan, were sent, some time ago, for service in the Karnatak.
Balajipant has further explained that the Maratha forces
will be sent to the Borghat, just in time, and not before, for,
during the campaign last year they created scarcity condi-
tions in the Kalyan and Wasai regions by their predatory acti-
vities.

Balajipant had a meeting with Haripant on 28th inst.

Discontent is growing in the camp of Govind Rao Gaik-
wad as the men are not receiving even one anna per day. No
one is willing to accept his diwanship but Balajipant is co-
axing Khando Awaji, an old servant of the Gaikwad, to accept
this responsibility.



A. R. No. 154 egth Zilhej 1195 A.H.
' 16th December 1781.

(Akhbar) from Poona dated 1gth Zilhej (1195 A.H.).

Thursday, 26th Zilhej.

Goddard is expected to arrive at Kalyan but the English
offensive seems to have grown cold. The Karbharis have
therefore, stopped further recruitment of the silledars.

Friday, 27th Zilhej.

Two soldiers, serving under Monsieur Noronha!, had a
row over a concubine and one of them murdered the other.
Balajipant had the offender arrested and is investigating into
the matter.

!

Govind Rao Gaikwad has so far collected about a thou-

sand soldiers.

Unconfirmed reports point to the Karbharis having held
out a promise of possible military help to Haidar Ali Khan.
At the same time, they appear to have warned him against
entering into a treaty of peace with the English without con-
sulting them.

Saturday, 28th Zilkej.

Manaji Phakde has not yet reached Jejuri. Dhondo Appa
Purandare has sent his agent to him.

It is bruited that the Karbharis have sent a hint to Muham-
mad Ali Khan to find out how the English are disposed to
making peace.

Nana had a long meeting with Haripant possibly to dis-
cuss outstanding mattters.

Krishna Rao is writing to the Karbharis regularly.

1. A well-known Portuguese artillery officer of the Marathas,
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A.R. No. 155 4th Muharrem 1196 A.H.
20th December 1781

Covering letter dated Poana, 4th Muharram (1196 A.H.)
from Haibat Rao Gopal.

A veil of secrecy surrounds the discussions going on these
days between the Karbharis. The writer has therefore to
be content with such news as he is able to gather from other
sources,

Akhbar from Poona for dates 29th Zilhej 1195 A.H. to
4th Muharram 1196 A.H.

Goddard is at Kalyan. The guns have been mounted
and the ammunition boxes have been loaded on carts prepa-
ratory to their transit when required. Casting of a few long-
range guns is in progress. Raghoji Angre’s vakil has given
out that the English intend to capture Revdanda and possi-
bly a few other coastal outposts.

Durgoji Bhapkar, who was raiding the Surat region, is
reported to have beat a retreat to Kondai Bari on the ap-
proach of the combined forces of Satoji Bhonsle, Fateh Singh
Gaikwad and the English. Ganeshpant is already stationed
there. The English seem to have carried out a massacre of
the small troop of gardis garrisoned at Wasade.

Naro Ganesh and Parajipant, the Holkar’s agents, took
leave of Balajipant with a view to return to Waphgaon to
attend the marriage of the Holkar’s son.

Supplementary Akhbar from Poona dated 4th Muharram
1196 A H.

It is gathered that Balwant Rao, the agent of Mudhoji
Bhonsle, who is at Hyderabad. has written to the Karbharis
to say that he will consult Krishna Rao and act up to his
advice in the matter which he intends to represent to the
Huzur.

One Anand Rao has arrived here from Haidar Ali Khan
to keep a watch over the activities of Noor Muhammad Khan

and Narsing Rao.
9
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Krishna Rao’s letters are coming in regularly. Balajipant
had long-drawn-out discussions with Haripant on 1st, 2nd
and 4th Muharram. Noor Muhammad Khan and Narsing
Rao were invited to the meetings held on 2nd and 4th. Visaji
Appaji Athawale was present at the talks held on 1st Muhar-
ram. Govind Rao Krishna was present on this date but was
excluded from the meetings held on 2nd and 4th.

Balajipant attended the marriage of the daughter of
Monsieur Noronha on 1st Muharram and bestowed the cus-
tomary presents. Later he went to Haripant’s tent.

Compulsory mazr amounts totalling three lakhs of rupees
are being collected by the Karbharis from the sardars and
navisandas® of the Pant Pradhan’s paga.

A. R. No. 156 5th Muharram 1196 4.H.
21st December 1781.

(Akhbar)‘ from Poona dated 5th Muharram (1196 A.H.).

Sunday, 29th lilhej (1195 AH.).

Nana, Govind Rao Krishna and Visajipant Athawale
gathered at the tent of Haripant and had long discussions.
Letters will be written to Haidar Ali Khan to dissuade him
from entering into a treaty with the English.

Krishna Rao had, some time ago, written to the Karbha-
ris to give him their advice on the Huzur’s view that the
sardeshmukhi and chauth claims in the subah of Bidar may
be waived just as it was being done in the case of the subah
of Hvderabad. After carefully weighing the question, the
Karbharis appear to have replied delicately hinting that no
such concession could be considered as these claims were
time-honoured and based on ancient sanads issued by the
Royalty. ‘ -

Monday, 1st Muharram.

Some imvetus has been provided to the plan to send
Govind Rao Gaikwad to join Ganeshpant Behere and Durgoji

1. Clerical staff.
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Bhapkar on hearing the news that the kamavisdar of the Pant
Pradhan viz. Pimpalnerkar and his men, who form part of
Durgoji’s troops, were beaten back with some losses in a casual
engagement which took place between them and Satwaji
Bhonsle’s men garrisoned at Songad.

There is nothing fresh to report on the Konkan front.
The prospect of the English offensive seems to be receding
and the Maratha forces are simply standing by.

Tuesday, 2nd Muharram.

The Karbharis, it is quite likely, have instructed Moro
Girmayji to send up regular secret reparts on the activities of
Krishna Rao there. They also seem to be keeping themselves
in close touch with the developments between the English
and Haidar Ali Khan through their ally Muhammad Ali
Khan,

Manaji Phakde, 1t is known now, is unwilling to come to
Poona.

A darbar was held as usual.

Wednesday, 3rd Muharram.

In a battle between the Pant Pradhan’s men and the
Abyssinians near Tale Ghonsale both the parties are reported
to have sustained heavy losses.

Anand Rao, a Brahmin agent of Haidar Ali Khan, Noor
Muhammad Khan and Narsing Rao joined in a discussion
with Haripant and Nana. The Karbharis are seriously think-
ing of sending Lakshman Rao Raste to help the Khan.

T hursday, 4th Muharram.

Nana is paying regular visits to Haripant. Naro Ganesh
has returned to Waphgaon. The Holkar has pitched up his
camp but there is no knowing when he will come here.

A. R. No. 157 8th Muharram 1196 A.H.
24th December 1781.

Covering letter dated Poona, 8th Muharram (1196 A.H.)
from Haibat Rao Gopal.



Report about the letter received from Bombay is contain-
ed in the letter addressed to Raghottam Rao and it is hoped
that he will convey it to the Swami in due course.

Akhbar from Poona for dates 5th to 8th Muharram 1196
A.H.

Haidar Ali Khan’s letters to his vakils and the Karbharis
dated 16th Zilhej (1195 A.H.) appear to have been deliver-
ed here on 5th Muharram. It is gathered that the Khan has
written to say that Col. Eyre Coote is hiding in the woods
of Vemarajapalyam and is sedulously avoiding a pitched
battle. Furthermore, that the Khan has successfully intercept-
ed the supplies to the English camp. The Khan also seems
to have urged the Karbharis to rush some forces to Bengal.
Govind Rao Krishna has given out that the Khan has sent a
letter to the Huzur which he desires to be sent to its destina-
tion after the Karbharis have seen it.

Dispatches from the Shinde indicate that Raja Chait Singh
had a meeting with him near Jhansi and that he is pressing
him to start a fresh offensive against the English. From the
same sources it is known that Muir has re-crossed the Jumna.

Goddard, it is learnt, has gone back to Bombay from
Kalyan. For the rest, the status que is being maintained.

Raghoji Angre’s men are reported to have seized a few
English freighters laden with dates and some fifty candies of
paddy near Suvarnadurg and Colaba.

A supplement.

It is possible that Krishna Rao knows more about the

English letter received here. Efforts should be made to ferret
out the truth from him.

A. R. No. 158 ' oth Muharram 1196 A.H.
25th December 1781.

(Akhbar) from Poona dated gth Muharram (1196 A.H.).
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Friday, 5th Muharram.

The Karbharis are maintaining just the strength neces-
sary to meet any emergency and disbanding the surplus forces.
Nana is keeping himself in close touch with Haripant.

Saturday, 6th Muharram.

Govind Rao Gaikwad is in a sad plight. He is unable to
see a way out of his pecuniary embarrassments.

Raja Chait Singh, supported by other chiefs in the North,
is pressing the Shinde to undertake a campaign to recover
the kingdom of Benares. He seems willing to pay twenty
lakhs of rupees to the Shinde towards the cost of the cam-

paign.

Sunday, 7th Muharram.

At their meeting, at which Govind Rao Krishna was also
present, Nana and Haripgnt appear to have discussed
Krishna Rao’s letters and other outstanding matters.

Anand Rao, the agent of Haidar Ali Khan, has come
here. There are vague rumours that the Khan intends to
resume hostilities against the English.

Monday, 8th Muharram.

The Holkar intends to celebrate his sons’s marriage at
Waphgaon in the month of Magh. He is also proceeding
with his military preparations.

A sharp battle has been reported between Durgoji Bhapkar
and Satoji Bhonsle near Songad with heavy casualties on both
sides. Raghunath Rao is believed to be camping in a garden
at Ashwini Kumar.

The Srimant paid a visit to Parwati.

A. R. No. 159 9th Muharram 1196 A.H.
25th December 1781,

Supplementary letter from Haibat Rao Gopal to Nana
Swami.
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Balajipant cleverly evaded the question when requested
to throw light on the letter received from Bombay. The
writer, nonetheless, continued his efforts in quarters close to
the court and has now been rewarded with tull information
on the contents of this letter. It appears that the letter is
from the Bombay Government and is written in Hindavi and
not in English. The Bombay Government seems to have ex-
pressed its apology for the misunderstandings which have
grown up between the Pant Pradhan’s Government and that
of the Company on account of Raghunath Rao. It was now
prepared to make amends by sending an envoy who could
effectively represent the warm feelings of Warren Hastings,
the Governor-General, and strive to re-establish peaceful re-
lations between the two Governments. The letter is reported
to conclude with the request that the Karbharis may forth-
with arrange to send a dastak' to Bombay to enable the Bom-
bay Government to send their plenipotentiary to Poona with
a view to thresh out the terms of thc peace treaty.

It is further learnt that Balajipant and Haripant sum-
moned Noor Muhammad Khan and Narsing Rao as soon as
the letter was received, expressed their views on it and
directed them to send forthwith a copy of it to Haidar Ali
Khan. They seem to have replied to the Bombay Govern-
ment that they would gladly arrange to receive the English
envoy provided the Company accepted the position that
Haidar Ali Khan was also to be a party to any treaty of peace
that would emerge.

Though unflagging efforts were made, the writer was un-
able to get anything out of the Karbharis on the subject of
this letter. It is to be surmised that the Karbharis are advis-
edly keeping back the news as they would wish to convey it
to the Huzur through the established official channel. It is
therefore certain that Krishna Rao holds the key to this top
secret.

A. R. No. 160 12th Muharram 1196 A I1.
28th December 1781,

Covering letter dated Poona, 12th Muharram (1196
A H.) from Haibat Rao Gopal.

1. Passport.

-



nt

A reply has been dispatched from here to the letter from
the Bombay Government. Information on its contents will
be communicated to the Swami in due course.

Akhbar from Poona for dates gth to 12th Muharram 1196
AH.

The Karbharis handed their letter addressed to Haidar
Ali Khan to his vakils and it was dispatched by express mes-
senger on 9th inst. to Badami en route to the Khan’s camp.

No fresh news has been received from Haidar Ali Khan’s

camp. There is also nothing particular to report about deve-
lopments on the Konkan front.

The Karbharis are taking drastic measures to reduce the
military expenditure. Nonetheless, the hard core of the army
is beine maintained as also the regiment trained up by Mon-
sieur Noronha.

The Karbharis have broken up the concentration of the
forces at Poona in view of the acute scarcity of fodder. Gan-
gadhar Rao Raste has withdrawn his force to Chikhali. The
Pratinidhi and the Bhonsle (Akkalkotkar) will take their
forces to other places away from Poona.

Govind Rao Gaikwad’s men are going back to their houses
without even seeking his leave as there seems no prospect of
his being able to pay them their dues.

The Karbharis seem to be abridging the sphere of their
military operations to the extent of conducting just a defen-
sive war nearer home. However, there is some indication that
the small combined force of the Pratinidhi and the Bhonsle
may be sent to help Ganeshpant Behere to carry on predatory
activities in the Gujrat and Surat regions.

Mahadaji Shinde is reported to have proceeded to Datia
with a view to raise a tribute from the chief of Datia.

Rumour has it that the Karbharis will receive 234 lakhs of
rupees from Bajaba Purandare to set him free.




72

A.R. No. 162 13th Muharram 3196 4.H.
29th December 1781.

(Akhbar) from Poona dated 13th Muharram (1196
AH.).

Tuesday, 29th Muharram.

Krishna Rao’s latest letters relating to the adjustment of
the revenues of the mahals were closely read by the Karbha-
ris.

Col. Goddard is reported to have arrived at Ka'yan but
there are unmistakable signs that the English do not intend
war.

Wednesday, 10th Muharram.

The Srimant and the Karbharis witnessed a procession
of the dolas® from the balcony of the Srimant’s palace.

The Karbharis seem to have written to Haidar Ali Khan
to avoid an independent treaty with the English. In case,
however, he is compelled to this course, they appear to have
suggested to him that he may consult them on the terms to
be incorporated in this treaty.

Durgoji Bhapkar is reported to be confronted with an-
other attack by the protagonists of Ragunath Rao.  The
Raste and Govind Rao Gaikwad are likely to be sent to help
Ganeshpant Behere.

Thursday, 11th Muharram.

There are vague rumours that overtures of peace have
been received here from the Bombay Government.

A darbar was held as usual.

Friday, 12th Muharram.
Nana had a meeting with Haripant.

Letters are likely to be dispatched to Krishna Rao and
the Huzur.

1. A Muharram procession.
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The Raste’s force has marched in the direction of Tale-
gaon. There are two views current about this movement,
one that the force is proceeding to join Ganeshpant Behere
and the other that it is being sent to Talegaon with a view
to relieve the pressure on fodder in Poona. Further news on
this point will be communicated in due course.

A. R. No. 162 Towards the end of 1781 A.D.

Private letter from Haibat Rao Gopal to Nana Swami
(from Poona).

With the blessings of the Swami, the writer has faithfully
served the interests of the Huzur here for the last eighteen
yeats, away from his home and people. During this long
period he had opportunities of making only three or four
visits to Hyderabad. The last occasion was when he came
there to take his parents to Poona for a brief stay. The
writer’s parents have so far borne the brunt of discharging
the important family duties such as celebrating the weddings
and other religious ceremonies of the youngsters. As the
writer was prevented from attending any of these functions
the desire had grown up in him that he should in person
arrange at least one family function under his immediate
direction. It is with this object that efforts were made last
year to celebrate the marriage of Raghottam Rao’s daughter
at Poona Govind Rao Bhagwant was willing to give his son
in marriage to this young lady but at the last minute he
changed his mind, displeased with the amount offered as
dowry to the bridegroom. Another alliance was tried viz.
with the family of Bhagwant Rao Chinchore but even these
negotiations fell through. The writer has therefore given up
the plan to celebrate the event at Poona. Neither is he in a
position to bear the heavy burden of the expenses here. He
has now directed Raghottam Rao to take the advice of the
Swami in fixing up a suitable match from Aurangabad or
thereabout and celebrate the wedding either at Hyderabad or
at Khed.

The Swami should do the favour of obtaining for him
leave for a period of twenty days and give him all possible
assistance to see through this important domestic event.

10
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The writer knows fully that the Swami will not stint
any favour to Raghottam Rao, whom he loves just in the
same measure as he loves Rai Renuka Das. The Swami
should also not lose sight of obtaining promotion for Raghot-
tam Rao, as soon as circumstances permit, so that the writer

#may be relieved of his burdensome duties here.
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