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FOREWORD

| HAVE read Professor Gupta's work entitled Sudies
in Later Mughal History of the Panjab, 1707—1793 with
the deepest interest. It is an exceedingly broad analysis
of the chief sources for the history of the Punjab in the
middle of the eighteenth century. Curiously enough few
historians have hitherto attempted a study of this period
on scientific lines, and the entire period of the Punjab under
the Mughals awaits the study of a band of enthusiastic
researchers. Professor Gupta may be regarded as one of
the pioneers in a wholly unknown period. He belongs to
the select circle of the Punjab historians which has already
put the impress of its personality on everything it has
touched. The Punjab which we all love had hitherto re-
mained a land of mystery and imagination, in which hardy
warriors broke lances with the invaders from the north-
west, and ultimately became the spearhead of India against
foreign invaders. In the eighteenth century, we find the
emergence of virile personalities who were self-made by
character, and who were distinguished alike for valour and
organising prudence. The account of Ahmad Shah Abdali's
invasions of India will illustrate this clearly. Ahmad Shah
Abdali was himself a sdf-made man, and this book brings
out clearly enough the qualities of heroism and organisation
which enabled him to tame the turbulent Afghans into
subjection.

The work throws a vivid light on the decadence and
degeneracy of the Mughal rulers. It is difficult to find a
more contemptible set of rulers than the puppet kings who
were st on the throne by designing ministers, and were
disposed of unceremoniously when they proved re-
calcitrant. Indiainthe middle of the eighteenth century
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was spotted like the Dalmatian hound, and the Persians
under Nadir Shah no lessthan the Afghans under Ahmad
Shah Abdali subjected all Indianswith strict impartiality.
The account of the sacking of Delhi as well as of the
tortures employed by the Afghans to extract information
about hidden treasures, makes gruesome reading. The
treatment of ladies of the Imperial harem was horrible, and
the notorious Mughlani Begam seems to have performed
the self-imposed task of conveying minute information of
all the beauties of the Mughal Court to the Afghan Chief.
The Punjab suffered terrible privations from the Afghan
invaders, and the country was laid waste for hundreds of
miles. The Afghan troops were grateful to Ahmad Shah
on over two occasions for giving the whole country over
to the army. The Mughal ministers were a set of cowards
whose immorality, effiminacy and love of ease ensured the
ruin of the Empire, and logically led to the subjection of
Northern India. The book unfolds a tale of incompetence,
treason and corruption at the centre of power which is
without a parallel in the chequered annals of the Mughals
in India. One has to go to the period of later Roman
emperorsto find a parallel tothis period of moral decline.
Patriotism had wholly disappeared, and its place was taken
by allegiance to the chieftain, or feudal overlord. In the
Punjab the Sikhs arose upon the ruins of the Mughal
Empire, and built up a magnificent army and a stable ad-
ministrative machinery out of the fragments of the old
regime. They proved in the end too strong for the Afghans
and ultimately built up a powerful state which
mobilised their then enormous reserve of energy, and
evoked feelings of devotion to the new state.

Thereader will find the portion dealing with Mughlani
Begam a fascinating reading. The widow of Mir Munnoo
was not devoid of energy, and she could probably have
succeeded in keeping up her husband's province for a short
period, had she been able to control her organic capacity
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forintrigue and her lust. She is an unlovely character,
and her immorality and deceit set a bad example to her
contemporaries. A woman of strong character she ruined
her work by conducting her government through eunuchs,
and became infamous by ultimately marrying a eunuch.

The two greater figures in this work are Adina Beg
Khan, a consummate politician who knew how to maintain
hisposition by trimming his sari to suit thewind, and Mir
Munnoo, a man of great foresight whose vaour and
administrative ability made him one of the greatest rulers
of the Punjab. Mir Munnoo defeated Ahmad Shah Abdali.
Had he been adequately supported by the corrupt and
inefficient government of Delhi, he might have been able
to check the devastation and ruin of the Punjab for nearly
fifteen years.

Meer Munnoo was one of the ablest of the Mughal
Viceroys in the eighteenth century. Had there been
set of men of this calibre at Delhi, the Mughal Empire
might have been saved.

| have given an exceedingly brief analysis of a notable
book of the Punjab history. Itis a work of outstanding
ability, and embodies the results of great industry. Professor
Gupta has earned the thanks of students by undertaking
thiswork. Itismy earnest hope that he will continueit,
and will deal with Mughal administration in the Punjab in
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.

SHAFAAT AHMAD KHAN,
New Delhi, High Commissioner for India
21-11-43. in the Union of South Africa.






PREFACE

THE Panjab in the eighteenth century witnessed a clash
of four great powers—the Mughals, the Marathas, the
Durranis and the Sikhs; and on the whole it was a period
of continuous warfare. Many events of diverse nature
took place in the land of the five rivers, in which several
great characters played their part. The narrative there-
fore isfull of romance, sensation and heroism as well as of
treachery, tragedy and cruelty.

This monograph ams at removing to some extent the
obscurity that enveloped the people and personalities
treated of inthese pages. The first half of the period deds
with the process of dissolution of the Mughal rulein the
Panjab, and the part played by the Sikhs and the two
notable viceroys, Adina Beg Khan and Mughlani Begam.
The second half gives a brief account of Ahmad Shah
Durrani and his son and successor Timur Shah.

The Panjab, being an outlying province of Hindustan,
and situated on the high-road from Central Asia, became
the scene of struggles between the rising Sikhs and the
rising Durrani Afghans.

The Durrani invasions led to the immediate collapse of
the already much weakened authority wielded by the
Mughal Emperorsof Delhi. Lahore, Multan, Sind, Kashmir
and Sirhind were all lost and incorporated in the dominions
of Ahmad Shah Durrani. The Durrani hold over the
Cis-Sutlg territory was the weakest even after their victory
at Panipat, and they failed to establish a permanent ad-
ministration even in the province of Lahore.
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Most of the material of this work appeared in severa
learned Journals and compilations. The chapter on the rise
of the Sikhs was published in the centenary commemoration
volume on Mahargia Ranjit Singh prnted at Cawnpore.
Short papers on Adina Beg Khan and Mughlani Begam
were published in Islamic Culture, while the former was
printed aimost in its present form in the Journal of the
Panjab University Historical Society. The 1764 invasion
of Ahmad Shah Durrani appeared in the Journal of Indian
History; while a fairly large portion of some of his cam-
paigns formed a part of the first volume of my Sikh History.
This account is given here to present a complete view of the
man with regard to his career in India. The article on the
Durrani Empire at Shah Zaman's accession was published
by the Government of India in the Proceedings of the
Indian Historical Records Commission. The First Sikh Coin
of Lahore appeared in the Proceedings of Indian History
Congress.

In the end | offer my best acknowledgments to Professor
Indar Mohan Verma, B.A. (Cantab.), M.A. (Panjab), Pro-
fessor Government College, Lahore, for kindly helping me
in reading the proofs.

Lahore, H.R.GUPTA.
February, 1944.
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CHAPTER |

GEOGRAPHICAL SURVEY OF THE PANJAB

2. The Boundary and its Effects

Racritical investigation into the history of a people or
country it does not suffice to have acquired certain
historical data, however authentic, unless they are illumined
by a knowledge of the geography of the country. Hence a
brief survey of the Panjab of thistimewill not be out of place.

The Panjab derives its name from a Persian compound
comprising thewords Pan;j (five) and Ab (water), and meaning
the Land of the Five Rivers, which is watered by the Jhelum,
the Chenab, the Ravi, the Bess and the Sutlej. It has remark-
ably well defined geographical limits, being bounded on the
north by the Himalayan and sub-Himalayan ranges, on the
west by the Sufed Koh and the Sulaiman mountains, on the
east by the river Jumna and the Agra province, and on the
south by the Sind and Rgjputana deserts, a huge wedge of
which reaches as far as the Sutlej.

The Sulaiman range' is low and dry. The countries
beyond it are rocky and rugged, and are hemmed in by
mountains. Instead of plains, there are vast undulations of
theearth. As aconsequence they are unproductive. The
inhabitants are poor and needy, and want has compelled them
to look to neighbouring and more fortunate countries for a
livelihood. The Indo-Gangetic plain, with its net-work of

The Sulaiman range is, from north to south, about three hundred
milesin length. Cf. Thornton, 11, 254.
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perennial rivers, abundance of agricultural produce, hoarded
riches and all the luxuries of the times, coupled with a
weak government, afforded them an ideal place to satisfy
their needs, desires and ambitions. The Sulaiman, the only
barrier in their way, allowed them an easy passage through
itsfamous passes. The climatic conditions had also given them
such strength as could enable them easily to overpower the
luxurious dwellers of the hot plains of Northern India.

The Bolan! Pass in Baluchistan had not achieved so much
fame in the 18th century as it has at the present day. It
was not the most frequented pass, because it led the invader,
not to the rich plains, but to the vast deserts of Sind and
Rajputana which intervened between him and the fertile
provinces of India. The suffocating dust-storms, the
scorching sun, the burning sand, the scarcity of water and
the want of food and fodder would send the invaders to the
grave rather than to their El Dorado.

That accounts for the numerous foreign invasions,
twenty of which were witnessed by the Panjab during the
short period of sixty years from 1739 to 1799.

2. Main Natural Regions and their Importance

Leaving aside the Himalayan region with which we are
not here concerned, the Panjab conveniently falls into three
main natural divisions:

I. The Submontane Tract, stretching from the Jumna
to the Jhelum, consists of low hills varying in height
from 1,000 ft. to 3,000 ft., valleys, called doons, and a plain
lying at the foot of the hills. It occupies the upper

! The Bolan Pass " isnot so much a pass over a lofty range, as a
continuous successon of ravines and gorges, commencing near Dadur and
first winding among the subordinate ridges stretching eastward from the
Hala chain of mountains. " Itstotal length is nearly fifty-five miles and
average ascent ninety feet in the mile. Thornton, i, 109-11
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portions of the districts of Ambala, Hoshiarpur, Kangra,
Gurdaspur, Sialkot, Gujrat and Jhelum. It is a fertile
region, receives plenty of rainfall, and aboundsin vegetation
The chief products are rice, maize and the mango. Wild
animals* mainly deer, roam about herein herds. Thistract
is covered by a vast net-work of streams which carry an
immense volume of water from the hills to the plains in
the rainy season, cutting the earth into deep gorges. It
was easy of access to the dwellers of the plains of the Panjab.
Consequently, this region served as the best hiding ground
for the people of the plains, whenever they were threatened
by the invaders or oppressed by the government. To the
refugees this retreat provided not only security but also
ample food and plenty of game.

I I . TheEastern Plain Region comprises the country situ-
ated between the Ravi and the Jumna, and is more fertile
and rainy, and hence richer in product and population than
the western part of the Panjab. In it lay almost all the
flourishing towns of the time: Delhi, Lahore, Jullundur
and Sirhind, the seats of various governments. The
southern parts of this tract, merging into the desert of
Rajputana, served as another rendezvous for marauders
and freebooters. The northern and central portions
of the region were further subdivided into Manjha
and Malwa. The Manjha is a high upland situated between
the Ravi and the Sutlej. In the north it was protected by
the forest tracts of Gurdaspur, and in the south by thearid
and dreary desert-region of Montgomery. It is broad and
fairly cultivated towards the north. Inthe south it contracts,
becoming more and more of a desert, covered only with low
bushes and at times with long grass, much valued as a
pasture-ground for horses and cattle. This tract, devoid
of water, was situated in the centre of the " Bari Doab "
and was covered with a dense forest of plas and thorny
plants.! Thisis why it became the home of the Sikhs who

! Ahmad Shah, 493.
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wanted to hide from their persecutors. Being nurtured in
such natural surroundings, the Manjha Jats grew into hardy
warriorsof an unusual independence of character.

The Jats of this region were cultivators who tilled the
soil with their own hands. A rich diet, consisting of wheat,
milk and butter combined with an open-air life, made them
strong and sturdy. Theirs was a life of great simplicity,
homeliness and contentment. The last element, however,
gave way when the government assumed a policy of persecu-
tion against them.

Malwa in the local vocabulary isthe name of the country
lying between the Sutlej and the Jumna, and forms the
watershed. This plain has from timesimmemorial witnessed
the most fiercely contested battles of Indian history. The
foreign invader, having crossed the mountains and the river
Indus, found no difficulty in going across the easily fordable
rivers of the Panjab. But in this tract he was opposed by the
Delhi monarch ; and if the foreigner was victorious, the
empire of northern Indiafell like aripe fruit into his hands.

The greater part of this plain is sandy. It is watered by
about a dozen streams” which come from the hills in huge
volume during the rainy season, bringing down and spreading
over the plains great quantities of sand and silt. Narrow in
the east, it widens gradually towards the west. This region
was another home of the Sikhs who followed a different line
of action from that of their Manjha brethren in the struggle

! The first six Sikh Gurus had also long associations with this tract.
Guru Nanak lived at Derah Baba Nanak on the Ravi, Guru Angad
resded at Khadur on the Beas, Guru Amar Das passed his life at
Gomdwal, while Guru Ram Das laid the foundation of Amritsar, and
Guru Arjan built a splendid temple eventually turning the place into the
religious capital of the Sikhs. It was also the scene of the earliest battles
of the Skhsunder Guru Hargobind.

2 Ghaggar, Tangri, Markanda, Sarasvati and Kosla are important.
Tarikh-i-Makhzan-i-Panjab, 79.



GEOGRAPHI CAL SURVEY OF THE PANJAB 5

for independence. The sandy desert provided them a
secluded territory where they quietly pursued their course
of life. Here, too, the Manjha Sikhs often took refuge when
they were driven from their homes by their oppressors.

I'1l. TheWesternPlain Tract stretchesfrom theRavi to
the Indus. It was a dry, desert region, abounding only in
thorny plants and tall grass. The cultivation was mainly
carried on along the courses of the rivers. Theriver banks
were covered with athick over-growth of vegetation which
served as a shelter for thieves, robbers and outlaws.
Multan was the only important place in thisregion.

3. Climate, Rainfall and Soil

The climate, excepting in the mountainous tract, is dry.
In winter the weather is cold and even frosty at night. The
heat in summer isintense, and in many parts oppressive.
Therainfall isdeficient and uncertain. Most of it occursin
July and August and alittle in December and January. The
submontane region receives the heaviest rainfall, the
Eastern Plain gets an adequate supply, while the Western
Plain is almost rainless. The greater part of the Panjab plain
is made up of alluvial soil deposited by its rivers. It is
naturally very fertile and yields good crops with little
cultivation.

4. Forests

On account of heavy rainsin the hillsand the submontane
region, therewere plenty of natural forests. Thick jungles of
dhak trees covered the country at the foot of the hills. Be-
sdes, there were several forests of note.  One of them was
the Lakhi Jungle. It was situated in Bhatinda district,
measuring about 24 kos' on each side.  On the north it was

! The kos was roughly speaking equal to1%English miles in the 18th
century, asis clear from the series of pillars extended along the Grand
Trunk Road, the distance between each two being a kos.
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bounded by the country of Rai Kalha (Jagraon), on the east
by the province of Hariana, on the south by Bhatner,
and on the west by the desert of Bikaner. It was noted for its
fine pasture-grounds, admirable cattle and excellent horses,
the breed of which was further improved by Persian horses,
introduced during successive invasions of Nadir Shah and
Ahmad Shah Durrani. The inhabitants of this place were
given to thieving, cattle-lifting, robbery and fighting, and the
imperial officers were unable to punish or check them.?

Another forest covered the country from Karnal to
Ludhiana.? In the dodbs also there was a thick over-growth
of tall grass, reed and scrub stretching for miles along the
river banks. All of these forests afforded excellent shelter
to the Sikhs as well as to other predatory bands.

5. People

The Panjab was inhabited by four main tribes. The
Jats comprised the Hindus in the south-east, the Sikhs
in the centre and Musalmans in the west. The Raj-
puts, both Hindus and Musalmans, who were distributed
all over the province, included the ruling tribes of Kangra
and Jammu, the Bhattis of the south and centre, Chaththas
of Gujranwala district, Syals of Jhang, Chhibs of Gujrat,
Janjuas of the Salt Range and Pawars of the south-west.
The real home of the Gujars® was the mountainous and
submontane regions, but they had spread as far asthe Jumna.
Their stronghold was Gujrat. The Gujar isnot agood culti-
vator, he is essentially a cattle-grazer. The Pathans, purely
Muslim, were found in the whole of south-western Panjab.
In the Jhelum district were the Gakhars, in the Salt Range
the Awans, the Khokhars in Shahpur and Jhang, the
Kharrals on the Ravi, and the Daudpotras on the lower

! Khulasau 63; George Thomas 132-3.

Sarkar, 1, 185.

3" Almost all the thieves in Hindustan are of this tribe." Malcolm,
136, f. n. 2.
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courses of the Sutlej.

The Jats were in every respect the most important of all
the agricultural tribes in the province. They formed the
flower of the Sikh armies, and as a people, they would in any
country be deemed as fine specimens of the human race.
Industrious, frugal, honest and simple, as they were, they
proved admirable soldiers, inferior to nonein India. Though
without the dash and fanaticism of the Afghans, they were
far more trustworthy in difficult circumstances. They were
strong, tall and muscular with well-shaped limbs, erect
carriage and strongly-marked and handsome features.  The
dry, vigorous and healthy climate of the province and the
circumstances in which they were born and bred had all
combined in making them a hardy, martial race destined to
play arole unknown in the history of the province for nearly
eight hundred years past.

6. Rivers and their Influence

The Panjab possesses a het-work of snow-fed rivers, which
have played the most important part in the history of the
country. These rivers have not only added to the agricul-
tural prosperity of the province but have aso been useful
in various other ways. They have served as boundaries of
subahs, sarkars and doahs since the time of Akbar. They
were used as a means of defence, because in those days,
when the building of bridges and provision of boats were no
easy tasks for the invader, they served as a barrier in his
way, especially during the rains when they became almost
impassable. In view of thisdifficulty the invaders followed a
more northerly route to Delhi, just below the hills, where
the river was narrow and the work of bridge-building easier.
For the same convenience they invaded Indiain the begin-
ning, and departed at the end of winter, thus enjoying the
best weather of this country, whilst avoiding the worst
season of their own land. On the other hand, forts were
built on their banks especially on the highway to check the
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progress of the invader and to afford protection to the
inhabitants of the place.

Because of the general state of insecurity the population
was attracted to the rivers, along whose course a number
of ferry-towns came into existence. The first ferry (Shah
Guzar) on the Indus was at Attock,' under the protection
of a massive fort built by Akbar in 1583. The famous
Grand Trunk Road crossed the Indus at this point. There
was another ford at Nilab,? situated at a distance of 35
kos from Peshawar.® The third ferry was near Kalabagh,
and on crossing the river at this point the route led to
Multan. The most famous ferry on the river Jhelum
was just below the town of Jhelum. The Chenab had
two well-known ferries at Akhnur® and Wazirabad. The
Ravi was crossed at Mirowal and just below the Lahore fort.®
The Beas is said to have thirty-two’ ferries between M andji
and its confluence with the Sutlej, but only those at
Wirowal, Goindwal and Rohilla Ghat were famous® The
Sutlej had four ferries, at Ropar, Machhiwara, Ludhiana
and Hari-ka-patan.

! Attock comes from a Hindi word " Atakna" (to stop). The
Indus was in pre-Mughal times the last boundary of India and was
not allowed to be crossed without a pass from the Kabul Government.
At the narrowest spot it was 537 feet wide, and from twenty to thirty
boats were required to build a bridge at this point. The bridge was
maintained by an association of boatmen to whom the government
granted the revenue of a village for this service. They also received
asmall daily allowance in addition to the toll levied on passengers.
Cf. Thornton, 1, 60.

2 Nilab meansblue water, which name has been assigned to it from
deep blue colour of the water of the Indus at thisplace. It is situated
on the left bank of the Indus, a short distance below Attock.

2 Chahar Chaman, 62b ; Tarikh-x-Ahmad, 41; Bute Shah, 6a.

4 Tankh-i~Ahmad, 42.

% Akhnur is situated alittle above Jammu at the foot of the hills.
® Tankh-i-Ahmad, 42.

" Sair-i-Panjab, i,'7

8 Khulasat, 76
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They were also useful for trade purposes, because country
boats could ply up and down these rivers carrying various
goods from place to place, not only within this province
but alsoto Sind. Wood was also brought down therivers
from the hills to the plains.!

7. The Doabs

The Panjab is essentially aland of thefive doabs’ The
Bist Jullundur Dodb, situated between the Sutlej and the
Beas, though the smallest of all, surpassed the rest in popu-
lation and agricultural produce. No part of it was. desert.
Grain grew here in such abundance that it could meet the
needs of the whole province, and was thereforerightly called
the granary of the Panjab.® It consisted of 69 mahdls. The
important towns were Jullundur, Sultanpur, Kapurthala,
Kartarpur, Alawalpur, Sham Chaurasi, Tanda, Mukerian,
Rahon and Sarai Nurmahal.*

The Bari Dodb, situated between the Beas and the Ravi,
isthelargest of all the doabs. It consisted of 57 mahdisand
contained a number of famous cities and towns—Lahore,
Amritsar,Kasur,Multan,Jandiala, Dinanagar and Batala.®

The Rechna Dodb, situated between the Ravi and
the Chenab, consisted of 49 mahals. It was on the whole a

! Alexander Burnes's Travels, |, 50.

2 "Doab" isa Persian word, consisting of" do" (two) and "ab" (water)
and it meansthe land between two riversthat join. It is the peculiarity
of the Panjab that all of itsriversjoin each other separately and then
collectively. It is also interesting to note that in the caee of the four
" doabs" the name of each is composed of the first letters taken from the
names of the two rivers by which it is enclosed.

3Ali-ud-dm, 18b.

“Bute Shah, 7a-10b.

' The existence of the two largest cities of the Panjab in this doab
viz., Lahore and Multan, gave it an importance not possessed by any other
doab; it also excites an interest as regards the Sikhs, in having the Manjha
tract, the real home of the Sikhs, within its limits.
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barren land and was not fit for cultivation. Its lower
portion was called the Sandal Bar.® The important places
in this doab were Wazirabad, Sialkot, Eminabad, Jhang and
M aghiana.?

The Chaj Doab, between the Chenab and the Jhelum,
consisted of 22 mahdls. This tract was devoid of water, and
was covered with thorny plants and bushes. Among the
places of note there were Gujrat, Shahpur, Bhera, Miani,
Sahiwal and Mian Daulah.®

The Sind Sagar Doab is situated between the Jhelum
and the Indus. It consisted of 48 mahdls, of which 42 were in
the Lahore province and the rest in Multan. The surface of
this tract was partly hilly and partly desert. Water was
scarce, population scanty and towns rare. The desert part
was called the Thal. Attock, Rohtas, Jhelum, Pind Dadan
Khan and Hasan Abdal were the places of note.*

* 8.  Political Divisions

The Pan jab consisted of the two provinces of Lahore and
Multan and the sarkar of Sirhind which was a part of the
Delhi province. It isinteresting to note that the influence
of geographical forces working at the period was clearly
indicated by these political divisions of the province. The
chief concern of the Delhi kings in those days was to guard
the north-west frontiers, in order to check the progress of
the foreign invader. The Indus, which was the first natural
barrier in his way, could be approached by the enemy from
three different quarters. He could enter India either
through the northern passes of Khyber and Kurram, or by
the Bolan Pass in the south, or through the delta of the

! This tract now known as " Chenab Colony" abounds in smiling
flelds of grain and big towns.
2 Tarikh-i-Ahmad, 42; Bute Shah, 26b-27b.
® Tankh-i-Ahmad, 42 ; Bute Shah, 38a.
* Tarikh.i-Ahmad, 42 ; Bute Shah, 38a; Chahar Chaman, 194a.
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Indus via Mekran. Consequently, three strong forts were
built to guard these routes. Attock defended the northern,
Sehwan’ the central and Thatta? the southern passage. Some
other base was also required to reinforce the garrisons in
these forts in cases of emergency. One administrative
centre could not serve this purpose on account of the great
distance between the northern and the southern routes,
especially in the absence of good roads and rapid means of
communication. Hence two seats of government were
established at Lahore and Multan.

Lahore was situated on the Grand Trunk Road in the
centre between theimperial capital at Delhi and the Khyber
Pass, and nearly at the same distance from Multan. It
occupied a safe position on the bank of the Ravi and
commanded a rich and fertile territory. Roads to Kangra,
Jammu and Kashmir trifurcated from this place. On
account of its strategic importance, it became the chief
military base with a storehouse, a stronghold and a great
market.

Multan commanded an equally important position
in the southern part of the province. It controlled the
waters of the Panjab rivers and also the roads leading to
Delhi via Marot, to Lahore and Sirhind via Dipalpur and
to Jaisalmir via Derwar, including the routes from the Tochi,

! Sehwan, sometimes called Sewistan is situated on the Indus nearly
100 miles above Hyderabad. For interesting details of the place se
Alexander Burness Travels into Bokhara and a Voyageon the Indus, Vol. in,
pp. 52-9.

2 Thatta is situated about three miles west of the right bank of the
Indus, and four miles above the point where the eastern and western
branches of theriver separate. "' It is said that in 1742, when Nadir Shah
entered this city at the head of his army, there were 40,000 weaver s, 20,000
other artisans and 60,000 dealers in various departments. Alexander
Hamilton, who visited Thattain 1699, callsit a very large and rich city,
about three miles long, and one and a half broad, and statesthat 80,000
persons had, within a short time previously, died of the plague, and that
one-half of the city was uninhabited." Thornton, Il 267.
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the Gomal and the Bolan Passes. Besides, it was connected
with all the important places in the doabs of the province
through the rivers. Its geographical position, therefore,
made it the most important centre of trade in the south
where Panjab goods were brought through the rivers, and
where they were exchanged by caravans for the commodities
of Afghanistan, Baluchistan and Iran.

The province of Lahore extended from the Sutlej to the
Indus, 180 kos in length from Bhimbar?® to Chaukhandi, and
87 kos in width. It consisted of five sarkars which contained
327 mahals in 1759. The total area of the measured land
in 1759 was 24,319,960 bighas and the total provincial revenue
Rs. 1,59,81,111.

The province of Multan extended from Ferozepur to
Sewistan, 403 kos in length, and from Khatpur to Jaisalmir,
180 kos in breadth. It consisted of 4 sarkars and 113 mahals
in 1759. The total area of the measured land was 4,454,207
bighas in 1759 and the total provincial revenue Rs. 45,90,786.

Similar is the case with regard to Sirhind division of
the Delhi province. It commanded a strategic position of
great magnitude. It was flanked on the eastern side by the
Jumna and Sirmoor hills, on the west by the Sutlej and the
state of Bahawalpur, by mountains on the north and by
the desert of Bikaner on the south. It was about 220
miles in length from east to west, and 160 miles in
breadth. It was the water-parting upland between the
Indus and the Gangetic valleys. The invader after
crossing the Sutlej could straightway march to Delhi
without encountering any natural obstacle ; but of course
he had to measure his strength with the Delhi armieswhich,
as a rule, advanced to oppose him. That is why the Sirhind
plain has served as the battle-field of India from times

! Bhimbar is situated 29 miles north of Gujrat on a small stream,
which falls into the Chenab, on theroute from Lahore to Kashmir, through
the Baramgalla Pass.
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immemorial. It was studded with strong forts, such as
Delhi, Kunjpura, Kaithal, Sirhind, Ludhiana and Machhiwara.
It was the largest subdivision of the Delhi province and
contributed nearly one-fourth of the total revenue of the
province which is given as Rs. 2,64,65,892 by Chahar Gulshan.
The sarkar of Sirhind consisted of 38 mahals, and its total
area of measured land was 15,786,388 bighds.

Delhiwasideally situated to serve as the Imperial capital
of India. From very ancient times Delhi, with the exception
of a few breaks, has been the chief seat of the government.
It commanded the Indus valley as well asthe Gangetic basin.
No physical obstacles separated it from the north-western
frontier, and as a consequence the Delhi sovereign could
easily send troops to the defence of this ever-threatened
border. At the same time he wasdistant enough to be caught
unawares by the invaders. The warlike Rajput princes of
Rajputana and Central India could be overawed and kept
down by the presence of the imperial power at Delhi which
was not far from their seats of government. Through the
easily navigable Jumna and the Ganges communications
could be carried on with the provinces of Agra, Oudh,
Allahabad, Bihar, Bengal and Assam. Besides, Delhi stood
at the head of the richest and most populous provinces
of India which the sovereign could command in person
and thus could safely depend on his own material resources.*

1 This section is bassd on Khulasat-ut-Twarikh, Chahar Gulshan,
Chahar Chaman. Ahmad Shah's Tartkh-i-Panjab, Bute Shah's Twarikh-x-
Panjab, Ali-ud -din's Ibrat Namah, and Historic Geography of the Panjab,
published in the Muslim University Journal, Aligarh



CHAPTER I

DISSOLUTION OF THE MUGHAL RULE IN
THE PANJAB

1. The Rise of Various States

HE policy of Aurangzeb had unfolded forces of disrup-
tion in the centralising tendency of the Mughal Empire,
even during his own lifetime. The Marathasin the south,
the Jats and Rohillas in the centre and the Sikhs in the
north raised their heads. During the disturbed reigns of his
weak successors, these forces developed by leaps and bounds
with the result that during a short space of time, the
Marathas became dominant not only in the south but also in
the north, carrying their depredations to the very gates of
Delhi. The Jats carved out their independent principality
in the close neighbourhood of the imperial capitals of Agra
and Delhi. Another people known as the Rohillas made
rapid strides in gaining power and territory in the Gangetic
Doab. The two Mughal provinces of Oudh and Hyderabad
(Deccan) soon broke off from the empire and their example
was followed by others. The final death-blow to the
remnant of the past glory and prestige of the great
Mughals was, however, dealt by the invasions of the
dreaded Nadir Shah and his successor Ahmad Shah Durrani,
who invaded India no less than ten times and who during
the course of his third invasion in 1752 wrested the pro-
vinces of Lahore, Multan and Kashmir, and the Sirhind
division in 1757 from the Mughals. The circumstances which
led to this deplorable change in the once so mighty an
empire are briefly traced below.
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2. Degeneration of the Imperial Dynasty

A study of contemporary works leaves on the mind of
the reader a woeful impression of the court of Delhi. The
emperors, their ministers and the nobles were the very
embodiment of indolence, moral degradation, cunning,
treachery and sdfishness. Their patriotism and political
vision were extremely narrow and restricted. The country
was moreover unfortunate in having a successon of
extremely weak kings.

Aurangzeb was succeeded by his eldest son Mu'azzam,
entitled Bahadur Shah who had won the throne after the
bloody battle of Jajau with his brother 'Azam. The new
Emperor, then 64 years old, ruled for 5 years, during which
time, not his ability, but the prestige of his father held the
empire. Bahadur Shah, though a kind and generous ruler,
possessed an ineffective personality and he justly earned the
nickname of (Shah-i-Bekhabar) the " Heedless King".

On his death in 1712 again ensued a scramble for the
throne among various claimants, and ultimately the eldest
son of Bahadur Shah was proclaimed emperor with the title
of Jahandar Shah. He was effeminate in character, a coward.’
He seldom attended to state affairs, leading a life of indo-
lence, licentiousness® and ease.

After a disgraceful rule of eleven months he was
dethroned by Farrukh Siyar, who was a thorough weakling
and had no resolution, no constancy and no decision. He

! Jahandar Shah was struck with terror in the presence of anaked
sword, so much so that on one occasion, he had run away from the place,
forgetting his dippers and his turban falling off the head. Latif's Panjab,
182-3.

2 The Emperor fell so violently in love with a low-bred woman, named
Lai Kaur, that he became a mere tool in her hands and did whatever she
dictated him. He also became so dead to all fedings of shame and honour,
that, in passng through the bazars, he seized the wives and daughters of
the people. Khushhal Chand, 111, 34a; Latif's Panjab, 185.
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was low-spirited and sordidly inclined, and if at any time
he showed any liberality in his disposition, it was when he
enjoyed the company of low, vile people, equally destitute
of morals and ability ; and then he would freely bestow on
them presents which they did not know what to do with,
and offices which they were unable to manage.

In 1719 he was first blinded and afterwards strangled
to death by the famous Sayyid Brothers, who then tried
in quick successon two other weakly sprigs of the House
of Babar. Rafi-ud-darjat was the first to ascend the throne;
but like his predecessor he was completely in the power of
the two Sayyids, who exercised full control over his person
and palace. He died after a brief reign of about three
months. His elder brother Rafi-ud-daulah was then raised
to the throne. His story is no better than that of his pre-
decessor. He was so much in the hands of the Sayyids
that his going in and coming out of the court, what he ate
and what he wore, in short his every act depended on their
sweet will. He also passed away after a short rule of
three months.'

The choice now fell on Muhammad Shah, whose acces
sion, however, seems to have restored, to the throne
of Delhi a little stability. He ruled for nearly thirty
years; but this period of three decades, even though there
were no civil wars, failed to arrest the process of decay
which had already set in. The new Emperor was an in-
experienced youth of 17 and possessed little resolution and
enterprise. Before his accession he had been in confinement
in the palace for seven years and so had received no educa-
tion or training in the art of government. He wasextremely
handsome, of a strong and splendid build, and possessed
natural intelligence and foresight. But actuated by his
youthful passons, folly and pride, he resigned himself to

! Qyar, ii, 21.
?Bayan, 170. Harcharandas accuses the Sayyids of having poisoned
these two brothers. Chahar Gulzar, 384a
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frivolous pursuits and the company of wicked and mean
characters’ He utterly neglected the administration of
the kingdom and so everything went to rack and ruin.

Muhammad Shah seldom displayed his independent will.
In the beginning of his reign he was under the complete
dominance of the Sayyid Brothers. Later he was under
the sway of Koki, Raushan-ud-daulah and Abdul Ghafur
till 1732, of Khan-i-Dauran and his brother Muzaffar Khan
from 1732 to 1739, and of Amir Khan and his three com-
panions, Muhammad Ishaq, Asad Y ar and Safdar Jang up to
the time of his death in 1748.2

The next emperor Ahmad Shah, the only son of
Muhammad Shah, was 22 years old at the time of his
accession. His mother was Udham Bai, originally a
dancing-girl who possessed such charm and beauty that

! Tarikh-i-Hindi of Rustam Ah in Elliot, viii, 43. This is further
supported by Khushhal Chand and Siy5r, who mention a particular
event. A certaingirl named Koki, the daughter of afaqir, had fascinated
Muhammad Shah so much, that shewas entrusted by the Emperor with
the Imperial scrutoire and private signet. Her signatures were put on
state papers and she issued ordersin her own name. Not even the greatest
nobles of the court could approach the Emperor except through Kokl.
About thisstate of things Asaf Jah Nizam-ul-Mulk, the founder of the
Hyderabad dynasty, who was then the Prime Minister of the Delhi
Empirewroteaquatrain, thelast verse of which is:—

LY ., L3 sl - '
[ What ese can men do but throw dust on their heads, as to-day a
woman gtsin place of Aurangzeb. ]
Cf. Khushhal Chand, in, 16b
Her boldness was such that she was wont to sing these two distiches
of her own composition:—
H B U5 309032 gaitands  BLE) dwal ) whino ppiin S 3318
SiySr, u, 75.
[Itis a strange phenomenon that hens have occupied the place of the
imperial (cocks). Possbly the ignoble sky may dance in afit of joy, asit
has fallen to the lot of drummersto ply swords)]
2Khushhal Chand, iii, 16b-28a; Sarkar, i, 16-7.
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Muhammad Shah had raised her to the dignity of a queen.
Even in the palace she never got rid of her loose character,
and several times fell under royal displeasure. Her inti-
macy with her personal servant, Javid Khan, had become a
great scandal. The royal guards once staged a very
interesting scene. They tied up a young ass and a bitch
at the palace gate, probably on a day when a great darbar
was to be held. When the nobles and other courtiers came
to attend the court they audaciously urged them, saying,
" First make your bow to these. This one (pointingto the
ass) is the Nawab Bahadur (Javid Khan) and that (the
bitch) is Hazrat Qudsia, the Queen-mother."*

Ahmad Shah was a true son of his parents. He had
been given no education and no training in the art of
government. The sudden rise to unbridled power led him
into a dissolute course of life. He fell into bad company,
and wine and women became his ruling passion.?

Ahmad Shah was not a man of great intellect; all the
period of his youth till manhood had been spent in the
harem, and he had had no experience whatever of the
affairs of a kingdom, or of the cares of government.
Besides this he was surrounded by all kinds of youthful
pleasures, which every person, seeing the turn of his
mind was anxious to display before him to entice his fancy.
As a natural consequence, he gave himself up entirely to
pastime and sports, and bestowed no thoughts on the
weighty affairs of the kingdom.?

He was dethroned, blinded and imprisoned by his Wazir,
Imad-ul-Mulk, in 1754.

The last Emperor, in whose reign the Panjab ceased

! Shakir, 34-5. Cf. Sartor, i, 335-6.
Ay e wald $3la 2 B Bles gl B8 WS w3y
5 8y e ol UHJ"“J") o AT ..-Jl.‘a__li Py al}.su
Hlawet e tthyd Bole B 5 aaw 50lgy el 8650 WS RS
2 Tartkh-i-Ahmad Shahi, 34-5 ; Siyar, |11, 27; Bayan, 174.
% Tankh-i-Ahmad Shahi in Elliot, vm, 112.
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entirely to form a part of the Mughal dominion, was
Alamgir I |, who succeeded Ahmad Shah. He was 55 yearsold
when he cameto thethrone. He had been leading a life of
poverty, want and seclusion since the accesson of Farrukh
Siyar in 1713 when he was a lad of 14. The circumstances
luckily did not allow him to fall into a course of vice, and
he had spent over 40 years of his retired life in religious
devotion and study of books, especially of history. He came
to the throne with the determination to work as strenuously
and carefully as his great-grandfather Aurangzeb, whose
title he had imitated ; but he singularly failed in his aims
because of his failing health, weak character, incapacity for

Ieadershipland the overriding influence of his Wazir Imad-
ul-Mulk.

3. Weak Character of the Delhi Wazrs

In countries where the king is both absolute, weak, incap-
able or imbecile the interests of the people can only be
conserved by the administration of a responsible chief minis-
ter. But the irony of fate ssems to have worked its way
even in this case For the wazirs of the later Mughals,
though in many casss energetic and capable, were influenced
by the evil example of their masters, or despairing of their
trust, deliberately neglected the affairs of the state. Mumin
Khan, the first prime minister of Bahadur Shah, attempted
to patch up thingsin order to obtain temporary relief ; but
postponed radical measures to a later day instead of nipping
the evil in the bud.? He died in February, 1711, and his
master ere he had appointed a successor, followed him to the
grave in 1712. Jahandar Shah appointed Zulfigajr Khan his
chief minister. This man, though a renowned soldier and
statesman, imitating his master's example, left the affairs of
the state to a favourite, Raja Sobha Chand.?

Lsarkdr, i, 1-5.
2 Irvine, |, 126,
3bid, 197,257.
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Farrukh Siyar conferred this post on Sayyid Abdullah Khan,
one of the famous Sayyid Brothers. His energy and ability
availed him nothing and he gave himself to intrigue and the
pursuit of pleasure, leaving the affairs of the government to
Diwan Ratan Chand.*

The Sayyid was overthrown by Muhammad Shah, who
appointed Amin Khan the first minister of the realm. The
new minister died after a month and a half only.> Nizam-ul-
Mulk succeeded him. But as Muhammad Shah gave him
no support, and even initiated conspiracies against him,
the capable and clever wazir, finding that administrative
vigour and honesty meant his own ruin, resigned in disgust in
17248 He was succeeded by Qamar-ud-din Khan, the son of
Amin Khan, who held the office for nearly a quarter of a
century (1724-48). He was an extremely indolent man,
given to the enjoyment of sensual pleasures’ The master
and his wazir alike indulged in their selfish pursuits, not
caring for the administration.®

Ibid., 66 ; Siyar. ii. 21.
2 Bayan, 171.
3bid, 172.

* (Maasir-ul-Umara, i, 359. “ausilykf 25 0m 5 s Ledoa ™)
(SYar, 1N 25. *3g30 fsRgih E3ly Cames nipots Ll nkis")

HRlaSt S Badh 1o Caamtogeloa Loplp 3 9 Spaielyerlegs|”)
(Ibid., 111, 9.

® A pen picture by a contemporary historian will enable the reader to
form an idea of the indifference to state-affairs of both the Emperor and
his chief minister. He says: " For some yearspas it has been the
practice of the imperial court that whenever the officers of the Deccan
or Gujrat and Malwa reported any Maratha incursion to the Emperor,
His Majesty, in order to soothe his heart afflicted by such sad news,
either visited the gardens to look at the newly planted and leafless trees,
or rode out to hunt in the plains; while the grand Wazir Itimad-ud-
daulah Qamar-ud-din Khan went to assuage his feelings by gazing at the
lotuses in some pools situated four leagues from Delhi, where he would
spend a month or more in tents, enjoying pleasure or hunting fish in the
riversand deer in the plains. At such times Emperor and Wazir alike
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Safdar Jang, the new Imperial Wazir, was Burhan-ul-
Mulk Saadat Khan's sister's son and his son-in-law. He was
the leader of the Irani party, and his sole aim wasto break
the power of the rival Turani party, which, for the past
thirty years, had held the helm of affairs of the Indian
Empire. He kept round him and in the provinces the Shia
recruits of the Irani party, and by his selfish and one-sided
policy hastened the fall of the Mughal Empire.

Javid Khan, formerly a slave, became all-powerful at the
royal court. He was the superintendent of the Privy
Council, head of the intelligence department, and in charge
of the imperial elephants, confirmation of grants and
appointments, the Begam's estates and the Emperor's privy
purse. He was then created a seven-hazdri with the title of
Nawab Bahadur.

The hereditary court nobles revolted against the ele-
vation of Javid Khan, and they became almost independent,
Javid Khan had made it a matter of policy to oppose
Safdar Jang tooth and nail. The wazir in a fit of rage and
exasperation resorted to the dagger, and put the eunuch to
death on the 27th August, 17522 The Emperor and his
mother were deeply grieved. " Udham Bai put on white
robes and discarded her jewels and ornaments,"® after the
manner of a widow. The Queen-mother determined to
wr eak vengeance on Safdar Jang and entered into intrigues
with Intizam-ud-daulah and I mad-ul-Mulk, the leaders of
the Turani party, and the deadliest foes of Safdar Jang.
Plots and counter-plots were hatched, and ultimately they

lived in total forgetfulness of the administration, the collection of the
revenue, and the needs of the army. No chief, no man, thinks of
guarding the realm and protecting the people while these disturbances
daily grow greater. " MiraUi-WaridaU 117-8 quoted in Sarkar, I, 12.

! Sarkdr, i, 337-8.
2Dglhi Chronicle, 73.
% Tarxkh-i'Ahmad Shahi 41.
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succeeded in expelling Safdar Jang from chancellorship in
March, 1753.

Intizam-ul-daulah Khan-i-Khanan, the second Mir
Bakhshi, became the chief minister. He was the eldest son
of the late Wazir Qamar-ud-din Khan. This man was ex-
tremely ease-loving and indolent by temperament; but he
was considered the head of the Turani party. He remained
in office for 15 months [March, 1753 to May, 1754] ; and as
expected his administration proved an utter failure.

The next wazir was I mad-ul-Mulk, who wasthe grandson
of Asaf Jah Nizam-ul-Mulk. Bornin June, 1737, he wasonly
alad when appointed ; but he had already made a name for
himself as a great scholar in several branches of knowledge.
He possessed active habits and lively spirit, and was a brave
soldier. Being a man of intrigues and plots, he easily managed
to oust Intizam-ud-daulah and seize the chancellorship for
himself. Hisrule proved most disastrous to the declining
Mughal Empire, as his incapacity, selfishness and pride
alienated the sympathy of all. " There has never been a
wazir of Delhi whose rule was so barren of good result and
so full of misery to himself and to the empire, to his friends
and foesalike, asImad-ul-Mulk's." 2

4. Party Factions at the Imperial Court

The process of enervation which had already set in was
further accentuated by the mutual wrangles of the court
nobles. Party factions had arisen in the Imperial Court of
Delhi immediately after the death of Aurangzeb ; but they
assumed a crystallised form during the reign of Farrukh
Siyar. The Sayyid Brothers were at the helm of all state
affairs, and the Emperor was merely a puppet in their hands.
This he did not like, because he could not give free vent to
his low desires and ambitions. Hence he gathered around

! Tankh-i-Akmad Shahi, 41 ; Sarkar, i, 442, 464, 543.
2 Sarkar, li, 6.
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him a company of friends who always opposed and intrigued
against the Sayyids. Thus there came into existence two
parties which were generally called the Emperor's friends
and the Wazir's friends.

In thelong reign of Muhammad Shah (1719-48), these
party factions took a rather serious turn. They appeared in
a more developed form, and the struggle between them
became intensely acute. In consequence of so much incapa-
city on the part of the Emperor and so much sloth and
supineness on that of the Wazir, enmities rapidly sprang up.
As a matter of fact it had become almost necessary for the
nobles to form parties in order to secure advancement
and in many cases even to maintain their existence. There
were generally two parties. The lrani party represented
Iranis of the Shia persuasion; while the Turani party
comprised in the main Sunnis of the same Central Asiatic
stock to which the Mughal Emperors belonged. The Iranis
possessed superior intelligence and polished manners. They
werewell-versed in revenue affairs and in the administration
of the civil departments and the secretariat. The Turks on
the contrary, excelled in fighting capacity and power of com-
manding and controlling armies. The struggle between the
two grew more acute each day ; till matters came to such a
pass that the rise of one meant the ruin of the other.

5. Deterioration of the Mughal Aristocracy

The deterioration in the character of the Mughal aristo-
cracy was going apace with the general all-round
degeneration of the Mughal character. The emperors and
wazirs led a life of profligacy and inactivity, and their
example was closely followed by the courtiers. From the
death of Aurangzeb to the accession of Muhammad Shah
(1707-19), within a period of 12 years, seven bloody wars
of succession took place, which swept the ranks of a
large number of princes, warlike nobles and renowned
soldiers. The armed contest between rival nobles had caused
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further havoc in the destruction of noteworthy officers and
soldiers® Constant dissensions at the court resulted in a
steady deterioration in the character of the martial nobility
which was further augmented by the risings of Rajputs, Jats,
Marathas, Sikhs and Afghans.

6. Break-up of the Empire

The inevitable result of such a state of things was
that the respect and awe which the imperial name used
to inspire in the hearts of men in power and office and even
in the common walks of life had ceased to move them.
Every one fancied himself of importance and enter-
tained thoughts of shaking off constraint and of assuming
independence.? As has already been mentioned, Nizam-ul-
Mulk had retired to his own province in the Deccan where
he declared his independence and laid the foundation of the
existing dynasty of the Nizam in 1724. In the same year
Saadat Khan became Governor of Oudh and ruled in almost
complete independence. The Rohillas, an Afghan clan, made
themselves masters of a rich and fertile tract situated to the
north of the Ganges, which came afterwards to be known as

Rohilkhand.

! For instance the Nizam was able to confirm himself in the viceroyal-
ty of the Deccan only after defeating three rivals. There took place three
ruinous contests for the Governorship of Gujrat in which many command-
ers of note, such as Shujaat Khan and Rustam Ali Khan perished.

2 Cf. Oauhar-USamsam in Elliot, vi11, 73.

* Thereal founder of the Rohilla power was Ali Muhammad, from
whom has sprung the present line of Nawabs of Rampur. Originally a
Hindu Jat, he wastaken prisoner when ayoung boy by Daud in one of his
plundering expeditions, at the village of Bankauh in the parganah of Chau-
mahla, and was converted to Islam and adopted by him. On Daud's death
in 1721, Ali Muhammad took charge of hisfather'sretainers and obtained
posesson of histreasures. He then joined Azmatullah Khan, theim-
perial faujdar of Moradabad, and with his connivance took advantage of
the fast weakening power of the Delhi Emperors. He digpossessed
local zamindars, seized Aonla and carved out for himself an independent
principality in the present Bareilly district. Fearing retaliation by the
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The Maratha power had been constantly rising in the
Deccan for some years. They generaMy depended on the
revenue from provinces belonging to other powers. The
Marathas in those days directly administered only small
districts while they raised contributions from other provinces
governed by the Delhi Emperor or other chiefs. Since the
Sayyid Brothers had,with the help of the Marathas, succeed-
ed ininstalling Muhammad Shah on the imperial throne, the
Emperor in 1720, confirming arrangements made by Sayyid
Husain Ali, admitted the right of the Marathas to levy
chauth, or assessment of one-fourth of the land revenue,
over the entire Deccan and permitted them to raise an
additional tenth of the land revenue called sardeshmukhi.
Theyinvaded Gujrat in 1726 in order to collect chauth; and by
1732 had succeeded in partly occupying Gujrat, partitioning
Bundelkhand and overrunning Malwa. In 1733 they swarm-
ed over the country upto Agra. The next year they again
plundered the provinces of Agra and Ajmer without any
opposition from the Imperial Court. In 1737 the Marathas
under their leader, Baji Rao, suddenly appeared at the
very gates of Delhi, but did not attempt to occupy the
imperial capital and soon returned to the Deccan, having
pillaged and burnt its suburbs.!

M alwa was ceded to Balaji Rao Peshwa in 1741. In 1742
the Marathas captured Western Bengal, and started plun-

Emperor. he won over Qamar-ud-din Khan and was through him confirmed
in the lands of which he had possessed himsdlf. Hismunificence attracted
daring young men to him and he soon became a leader of note. He
joined the imperial forces againg Saif-ud-din Muhammad Khan, one of
the Sayyids of Bsrah, who had rebelled, and so distinguished himsdf in
the battle of Jansath that followed that the Emperor conferred on him
the title of Nawab His fame drew many Afghans of repute such as
Rahmat Khan, Dundi Khan and Payenda Khan to his service. During
Nadir'sinvasion he gained immense booty and many parganahs of the
neighbourhood.

Maasir-ul-Umara, ii, 841-3; Shakir, 31; Siydr, ii, 92 and hi, 9-11;
Calcutta Review, 1875, Vol. L X | ; 202-4; Sarkar, i, 47-9.

Yrving, ii, 276 and 305; Khushha Chand, lii, 37b-43b; Jauhar-i-
Samsam in Elliot, vui, 73-4 ; Stydr, ii, 79-80 and 90-1.
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dering Bihar and Bengal almost annually, until in 1746
Emperor Muhammad Shah made peace with them by pro-
mising Rs. 25 lakhs as the chauth of Bengal and Rs. 10
lakhs as that of Bihar.! Orissa became a Maratha province
in 1752, and thereafter the Marathas assumed the
role of the chief power in India. Their assistance was
often sought by the Emperors and their wazirs in
maintaining their position, with the result that the politics
of Delhi came to be dominated by them. In 1758 they
entered the Panjab, and planted their banners at Lahore
and Multan and northward to theriver Chenab. But ayear
and a half later they were compelled to evacuate the
Panjab by Ahmad Shah Durrani, who in 1761 inflicted upon
them a crushing defeat in the third battle of Panipat. This
blow for ever shattered their hope of conquering the Panjab.

These opportunities were not lost upon the Jats of the
Agra province. Following the usual course of successful
rebels, they withheld remittances, plundered the people and
built the famous fort of Bharatpur, which served as a
treasury for their booty and as the base of operations. They
carried their plundering raids up to very gates of the imperial
cities of Agra and Delhi, making the roads in this territory
unsafe, and hindering both trade and traffic. By 1738 they
had securely established their power, which was considerably
enhanced during the later period.?

! Sarkar, i, 127.

2 Thefirst Jat Chief of note was Churaman, who put himsdf at
the head of a body of banditti and plundered the travellers passng
from Delhi to the Deccan, and carried his depredations up to the suburbs
of the second imperial capital of Agra. Reputed to be generous to
his followers, he gathered about him a band of daring and enterprising
youth, with the result that he became aterror to the country around. He
became so powerful that in 1707 he plundered Muhammad Azam Shah,
ason of Aurangzeb of enormous booty. In 1710 he was present at the Sege
of Lohgarh againg Banda, In 1713, in the war of succession between
Farrukh Siyar and Jahandar Shah his succour was sought by Zulfigar Khan
the prime minister to the latter. Farrukh Siyar was so much awed by him
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7. Weakening of the Imperial Authority in the Panjab

For along time the Mughal dynasty had by its wealth
and brilliance inspired the people of the Panjab with awe.
The marches of the great Mughals to their summer resorts
in Kabul and Kashmir dazzled the minds of the inhabitants
of this province. Thisimpression of the greatness and glory
of the house of Babar was further deepened by the great
movements of huge armies across this province to carry
on operations in the Khyber Pass, before Kandahar or Kabul
or beyond in Central Asia.

But the forcesthat were eating into thevitals of the Del hi
government made no exception in the case of the Panjab.
Petty chiefs, brigands and robbers began to raise their head
on every hand. Isa Khan Munj,* a Ranghar zamindar,

that he appointed him to the charge of the royal highway running from
Delhi to the Chambal, thus legalising his robbery. The rapid rise of the
Jat power aroused alarm and hatred in the heart of Rgja Sawai Jai Singh
of Jaipur With the ready approval of the Emperor he led an expedition
against Churaman and defeated him His sons and followers became
peaceful peasants ; and thus perished all the work of ChurSman. His suc-
cessor, Badan Singh, a man of remarkable ability and versatality attempted
to rebuild the Jat fortunes from the very foundation in the face of insur-
mountable difficulties both within and without. By concealing his un-
bounded ambition under the cloak of humility, he won over Jai Singh
and obtained from him the tika, the mshan, the naqdra, the five-coloured
flag and the title of Braja-raj He now established himself as a Rgja and
built and equipped a number of forts. He bribed Wazu Qamar-ud-din
Khan to silence all complaints made against him. He then systematically
mulcted the whole country round about of all its riches, till Nadir Shah's
invasion vastly increased his power and dominion. (Father Francis Xavier
Wendel's Orme MSS., pp 44-55; Imad-i-Saadat, 55; Asiatic Annual
Register, 1802 ;pp 12-3; Khafi Khan, II, 668-9; Qanungo's History of
the Jats, 35-76 ; Sarkar, Il. 424-31 ; Maasir-ul-Umara, |, 540-8)

! This aspirant to power had grown so powerful by successful highway
robbery that Bahadur Shah raised him to the position of a mansabdar and
Jahandar Shah made him afive-hazari and appointed him to the faujdari of
Lakhi Jungle. These elevations emboldened him in his predatory excur-
sions so much that he plundered and seized the neighbouring parganahs
by dispossessing the local officials and zammdars. He also looted the
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openly defied the Mughal authority in the Jullundur Dcab.
Husain Khan Kheshgi, the head of the Afghan clans of
Kasur, expelled the local Mughal officers and rose in open
revolt.® Jang Panah Bhatti was a terror in the tract
from Hasan Abdal to the Ravi. Jang Mir Mar, zamindar of
Auliapur near Lahore, used to waylay the merchants and
travellers passing between the Ravi and the Sutlej on their
way to the provincial capital.? A similar state of lawlessness
was in evidence in other parts of the province where adven-
turous and enterprising men were taking to the life of free-
booters.®

8. Neglect of the 'Frontier Province of Afghanistan

The north west frontier of India constituted the only
vulnerable point in the empire of the Mughals. On the
strict control and good government of the province of
Kabul, which had since the days of Akbar, formed the ex-
treme boundary of the Indian Empire, depended the stabili-
ty and prosperity of the government of Delhi. Unfortunate-
ly at this time, when the forces of disruption were let loose
in several parts of the empire, the government of Kabul was
in the hands of an indolent and negligent Governor, named
Nasir Khan, who had held this post since 1720. The
Governor spent his time in hunting and in prayers, and
neither he nor his master, the Emperor, took any interest in

caravans of Kabul and Kashmir when on their way to Delhi. He struck
auch terror into the hearts of men that even Abdul Samad Khan, the
Viceroy-designate, could not proceed to Lahore without taking elaborate
precautions. Khafi Khan, li, 767-8; Maadr-ul-Umara, ii, 712 and
825-8.

L Khafi Khan, n, 861-5 ; Maasir-ul-Umara, i, 604; Sxyar, ii, 47.

Masstr-ul-Umara, 11, 106

* The mogt notorious of such men were Tara Singh Randhawa of
village Dharmkot in the Upper Bari Doab, and Naurang zamindar of
Sabzkot, near Zafarwal in Sialkot District. Besides individuals, the whole
clans of Ranghars and Gujars of the eastern parts whowere" predatory by
instinct and tribal usage" were growing more and more refractory every
day. (Maasr-ul-Umara, ii, 106; Sohan Lal, i, 103; Ali-ud-dm, 95a-b;
Sorter, i, 185.)
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the management of the affairs of this most important frontier
province.®

The revenues of Afghanistan fell far short of the
expenses incurred by the government there, and the deficit
used formerly to be made up by an annual allowance from
the revenues of the Central Government; but no such
monetary help had now been given for many years past.
Consequently, Nasir Khan's army had been in arrearsfor five
years (1733-38) and the soldiers poorly fed, poorly armed and
poorly equipped clamoured for even one year'sdues in order
to pay their creditors; but no attention was ever paid to the
repeated applications of the Governor.2

9. Nadir Shah's Invasion of India

The process of disintegration and decay which had
started making headway in the Mughal Empire might have
been slow had not one of the most disastrous and fiercest

! The author of Syar-ul-Mutakharin gives an interesting picture of
this carelessness. He says: "Neither the Subahdar, nor the Amir-ul-
Umara(the Delhi Wazir) kept himself informed about the roads and
passss of the country. No guards remained on the roads Owing to the
weakness of the government, the local officers lost all fear of being called
to account. None cared for any one else, none feared, none sought
instructions from any (high officer). Everywhere every one did whatever
heliked. Any one who wished could come and go (through the frontier
roads); the Emperor and his nobles never heard of it. Neither the
Emperor nor the Wazir ever enquired why no news-letter was coming to
the court from any province or outpost." (Syar, I, 93))

2 The agent of the Governor of Kabul several times described the
sad situation in Afghanistan ; but he was given this answer by the Delhi
Wazir: " Do you think that | am a petty simpleton that | shall be
impressed by such a tale as yours? Our houses are builc on the plains ;
we do not fear anything except what we can see with our own eyes. Y our
houses stand on lofty hills, and therefore you have probably sighted
Mongol and Qizilbash armies from the roofs of your houses. Reply to
your master that we are writing for money to the governor of Bengal; and
when the Bengal revenue arrives after the rainy season the money due
will be quickly sent to Kabul." (Anand Ram, 11-2; Irvine, li, 324-5)
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visitations of the foreign hordes under Nadir Shah' the
greatest Asiatic General of the time, taken placein India.
It was, indeed, invited by the Government of Delhi itself.
The Emperor had failed to extend his greetings to Nadir Shah
on his -accession to the throne of Iran, according to the
old custom which prevailed between these two countries;
and no heed had been paid to Nadir Shah's repeated
entreaties to prevent his enemies, against whom he was
waging a war, from taking shelter in the Mughal province of
Afghanistan.?

! The story of the rise of Nadir Shah to power is at once grand and
surprising. Born in a poor Turkoman family of Khorasan in 1688, he
pased his boyhood in extreme poverty and privation. To keep body
and soul together he turned robber. His genius for leadership and bold
exploits won him many companions and he soon came to command a large
band of hardy and adventurous followers.

At this time Iran was passing through a gradual process of dissolution.
Khorasan was soon lost to it, Kandahar was seized by the Afghansin 1717,
and Iran was occupied by them in 1722, Nadir wasfired with national
enthusasm and unbounded ambition. He marched at the head of his
band, defeated the Afghan ruler of Khorasan and recovered Kandahar.
This service in the national cause made him a hero at once and he became
the centre of all national effortsto throw off the Afghan yoke, and the best
soldiers began to pour in under his banner. His military genius eventual-
ly succeeded in recovering Iran for the Iranis. Then he restored the old
dynasty of the Persian Emperors and the new king Shah Tahmasp
showed his gratitude by granting Nadir half of his empire with arichly
jewelled crown and the right of coining money.

All was not quiet yet in the country. Riots, rebellions and distur-
bances were rife everywhere, while the Afghans were making every
possible effort to regain power. When Nadir was away to a distant
place to quell agitation, the Afghans defeated Shah Tahmasp This
caused widespread indignation againg the king and unlimited enthusiasm
for Nadir. With one voice the people urged him to asume the crown
for himsdlf and consequently Shah Tahmasp was deposed in 1732,  Nadir
declined to sit on the throne and proclaimed Abbas, an eight-month old
son of Tahmasp, as King, himself acting as his regent with full authority.
Four years later the Baby-King died and Nadir succeeded him with the
title of Shahanshah Nadir Shah. (Bayan, 2-21; Anand Ram, 34; Irvine, n,
317-20 ; Jahan Kusha, 1-222.)

ZJahankusha, 222-47; Baydn, 23, Siyar, ii, 93-4; Irvine, ii, 321-2.
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Nadir Shah was, however, determined to punish his
enemies, In May, 1738, he matched in pursuit of the Alghan
refugees in Kabul. Ghazni capitulated without any resis-
tance, while the fort of Kabul was easily captured. From
here the conqueror sent a friendly message to Nasir Khan,
the Governor of Afghanistan, then encamped at Peshawar,
and another to Delhi; but no attention wasgiven to it. On
the contrary Nasir Khan blocked the passage of the Khyber
with 20,000 troops. On hearing this news Nadir Shah decid-
ed on an invasion of India.

It did not take long for Nadir Shah to make short work
of the ill-fed, poorly-armed and badly equipped troops of
Nasir Khan. He entered Peshawar, in November, 1738,
crossed the Indus in December, and advanced towards
Lahore. Zakariya Khan put forth whatever resistance he
could without being supported by the Delhi Emperor.
Nadir's vanguard defeated Zakariya Khan on the Ravi on the
21st January, 1739, and charged a fine of 20 lakhs of rupees
from him.

Nadir Shah reinstated Zakariya Khanin his office, took his
son, Hayatullah Khan (entitled by him Shahnawaz Khan)
and Dalpat Rai, son of Diwan Lakhpat Rai, as hostages and
made straight for Delhi. He reached Sirhind on the 5th
February, Rajah Sarai (modern Rajpura) the next day,
Ambala on the 7th and Shahabad, 36 miles north of Karnal,
on the 8th February.

The Delhi court had come to know of Nadir's approach
when he had conquered Kabul and Muhammad Shah had
ordered his generals to oppose the invader.  Consequently,
they encamped outside Delhi and wasted a full month in a
mere display of their forces. Then they marched, but with
such slowness that in two months' time they had only ad-
vanced as far as Karnal, 75 miles north of Delhi. There they

' Qyar, 11, 945.
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encamped, dug a trench and built a wall placing numerous
pieces of artillery round the camp.

 The advantages of the Mughal troops over the enemy
were : superiority of position, of numbers, of artillery, and
of cavalry. But, they were utterly demoralised, and we
know that in war the morale of the troops is everything.
Consequently, in the battle of Karnal that followed, the
undisciplined host of Indian soldiers, a mob without any
cohesion, was routed in three hours' time and about 20,000
of them were slain. Nadir Shah marched upon Delhi,
and spent his time in feasting and rejoicing, till a false
report of Nadir's death led to a massacre of several hundred
Iranis. Thisenraged the invader and he ordered a general
massacre of Indians in which nearly 20,000 persons were
killed in nine hours.

Nadir Shah then proceeded to a systematic exaction and
thoroughly plundered the imperial palace'as well as the people
of all classes. The total amount of plunder secured by him is
estimated by his secretary at 15 crores of rupees in cash, be-
sides vast quantities of jewels and other things, including the
famous Peacock Throne and the Koh-i-Noor diamond. The
grand total is computed by Frazer at 70 crores, and by the
author of Baydn at 80 crores. Nadir also married his son
Nasrullah Mirza to aprincess of the blood royal and annexed
all the territory to the west of the Indus including Afghanis-
tan, the trans-Indus districts and Thatta. A considerable
territory, east of the Indus, consisting of Gujrat, Sialkot, Au-
rangabad and Pasrur was also attached to his Irani Empire,
probably with a view to find a ready pretext for some future
invasion. These districts, called Chahdr Mahal, were en-
trusted to the care of the Panjab Governor on the payment
of a certain sum as annual tribute.

The invasion of Nadir Shah not only dealt a death-blow
to the power and prestige of the Mughal Empire, but also
brought to perfection the chaos and confusion prevailing
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in the country. The people were disillusonized of the awe
which hallowed the name of the mighty Mughals, and which
struck terror in the minds of men.

But thisforeign irruption wasnot an end in itsdf. The
example st by the master was not to be lost on his ambi-
tiousand faithful servant Ahmad Abdali known to history as
Ahmad Shah Abdali or Durrani, who invaded I ndia as many
as ten times, repeating his mager's exploits, terrors and
atrocities to a greater degree.



CHAPTER 111

THE RISE OF THE SIKH POWER

2. Introduction

S a rule the fall of one power means the rise of
another; and this actually happened in the case of
the Sikhs. But the Sikhs had not suddenly appeared on
the scene to take advantage of the weakness of the Mughals.
There had been a steady process at work leading to their
slow and gradual development for many years past. It seems
necessary therefore to delve into the past for a while to
trace the growth of this community.

2. Foundation and Expansion of Skhism

Sikhism was founded by Guru Nanak, a contemporary
of Luther, about the end of the 15th century, apparently to
blend, in peaceful union, the discordant elements of bitter-
ness and animosity, existing between Hinduism and Islam,
the religions of the ruled and the rulers. He endeavoured
to effect this purpose by means of mild persuasion. The
cardinal principle of his teaching was the unity of God and
the equality of all men before Him. He preached against
idolatry and caste distinctions in order to bring Hinduism on
to alevel with Islam Keeping the gods of both religions
in view, he asserted that salvation could be attained only
through upright character and good deeds. He aso urged
that the object of human life was purity of mind, and declared
that asceticism or renunciation of the world was unnecessary.
He lost no opportunity to strike a blow at the supercilious-
ness of Hinduism and Islam; but his remarks carried with
them so much of straightforwardness, sincerity and ready
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wit that even the bigoted Pandit and Mullah did not feel
annoyed with him. He laid stress on a spiritual discipline
iSadhand) which required devotion and service. He exercis
ed great influence over large numbers who looked on him as
their " Guru" or spiritual guide, and with their offerings he
established hangars or free dining-halls where crowds of the
poor and the helpless were fed.

Guru Nanak had thus given the people of the Panjab an
ideal, which aimed ultimately at converting them into a
nation. This naturally required time for constant schooling
under regular guidance which was provided by the nine
succeeding leaders.

Before his death Nanak nominated a certain Lahna, subse-
quently known as Guru Angad to carry on this spiritual
work for this small community. Angad appears to have had
alinguistic aptitude : for he invented the Gurmukhi script in
which was written the first prose work of the Sikh religion,
known asthe " Janam Sakhi" of Guru Nanak. Another im-
portant step taken by Guru Angad which contributed a
good deal towards the popularisation of the Sikh religion
was the development of hangar already started by Guru
Nanak.

The spirit of unification in the new community was
further developed by the next Guru, Amar Das, who estab-
lished the custom of obliging all visitors to partake of food
in his free dining-halls before seeing him, thus regularising
the system of inter-dining. He also sanctified human life by
declaring against penitence and sacrifice of the body, and
forbidding the practice of Sati or self-immolation of widows
on the pyres of their husbands. He strengthened the
church by establishing the Manji system, viz, dividing the
whole country inhabited by his followers into 22 dioceses
each under the charge of a preacher.

His successor, Guru Ramdas, added to the solidarity of
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the growing faith by providing it with a sacred tank to which
he gave the name of Anritsar (the tank of nectar); but it
came to be called Guru ka Chak or Chak Guru and after-
wards Ramdaspura® In order to place his followers under a
regular discipline he made it obligatory for them to contribute
one-tenth of their income towards the common funds of the
Guru, and appointed Masands or collectors in each diocese.

Guru Arjun, thefifth in succession, pioved himself an ori-
ginal thinker, great poet and martyr to the faith. Herealized
the need of giving the Sikhsa written rule of faith. Con-
sequently, he compiled a work known as the Adi Granth
by collecting the sayings of the four previous Gurus, adding
many of his own, together with extracts from the popular
writings of some of the Hindu and Muslim saints. He also
built a temple in the centre of the tank and named it Han
Mandir (God's temple). Thus, he gave the Sikhs a common
rallying point and a permanent spiritual centre of their
religion. He encouraged his followers to take to the
lucrative trade of horses in Afghanistan and Turkistan,
thereby breaking their caste-prejudices and making them
rich and enterprising. As a consequence of these great
measures his disciples venerated him so much that he came
to be called Sachcha Padshah or veritable king, thereby
indicating that he exercised a just influence on the people
and guided them to salvation ; while the temporal kings
ruled by force of arms and concerned themselves only with
the worldly actions of the people.?

3. The Skhs and the Mughal Government

This smooth sailing of the Sikh religion, however, did not
continue for long. Guru Arjun incurred the displeasure of
Jahangir, who summoned him to Lahore and tortured him to

! Sujan Rai writing in 1695 names it " Chak Guru Hargobind."
Khulasat, 66.

2 Dabistan, 233.
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death. Thiswas the first turning-point in the history of the
Sikh community and the effects of persecution became soon
apparent. The Guru's son, Hargobind, succeeded him as a
sworn enemy of the Mughal tyranny. He greatly transfor med
the character of the peaceful followers, who under his guidance
laid aside their rosaries and buckled on the sword in defence
of their faith. Guru Hargobind armed and drilled his disciples
and soon cameto possess a stable of 700 hor ses, 300 hor semen
and 60 matchlockmen as his bodyguard. He also sanctioned
and encouraged the use of animal food among his followers.*
Then he constructed the Akal Bunga or "House of God,"
in front of the Hari Mandir, where he sat on a throne
dressed in princely attire, accepted presents of arms from
the Sikhs and administered justice like a king in court. He
also introduced congregational prayers which not only added
to the religious fervour of the Sikhs, but also strengthened
the spirit of unity and co-operation among them.? Thus, by
this time, the Sikhs came to occupy a kind of separate state
within the Mughal Empire, the position of which was
securely established by the fiscal policy of Guru Ramdas
and the martial system of Guru Hargobind.

The warlike activities of the Guru once more roused tne
anger of Jahangir, who cast him into prison at Gwalior, but
he was released sometime afterwards. After Jahangir'sdeath
Guru Hargobind came into conflict with the provincial
authorities of the Panjab, whom he defeated after desperate
fighting on four occasions® He was now looked upon as a

! Dabistan, 223.
The author of thiswork narrates a story. One Partabmal admonished
his son who was inclined to turn Muslim thus: " If you want to get

full freedom in eating, you may better join Sikhism, wherethereisno
restriction about food." Ibid., 239. (w513 gunad ‘_._J;,’:.’ X 3%}

' When a Sikh wished for the fulfilment of a desire all others offered
prayers for him. Mohsin Fani mentions that the Guru in his own case
would also request his followers, gathered in an assembly, to pray for him.
Dabistan, 239.

% In one of these contests a Mughal soldier rushed furiously upon the
Guru. Hargobind warded off the blow and dew him with one stroke,
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hero, and the hardy Jats were always ready to rally under
his banner. Guru Hargobind, being satisfied with his achieve-
ments and knowing the resources of the Mughal Government,
Retired to Kiratpur on the Sutlej where he died in
1645 A.D."

The ministry of Guru Har Rai was mild, and gave Sikhs
a respite after the wars of his predecessor. Har Kishan,
the next Guru, was only six years old at his succession, and
died of small-pox shortly afterwards. Tegh Bahadur, a son
of Guru Hargobind, succeeded him. He was summoned to
the imperial capital by Aurangzeb as a pretender to power,
and there he was put to death. This was the culminating
catastrophe in the Sikh annals, and the minds of Sikhs and
the Hindus who held the Guru in reverence were stirred to
the very depth.

4. Guru Gobind Singh and his work of Reorganization
(1675—1699)

Here we enter upon a new phase of the Sikh move-
ment which it developed under stern necessity and proper
guidance. Guru Tegh Bahadur was succeeded by his son,
Gobind Singh. The murder of his father, the imprisonment
pf his grandfather, the torture of his great-grandfather,
the degraded condition of the Hindus, and the tyranny and
corruption of the Government produced a deep impression on
the mind of youthful Gobind. The severity and strictness of

exclaiming,” Not s, but the sword is used thus" 33 33 jad i)

{aanisl Regarding this incident Mohsin Fani remarks that Guru
Hargobind did not strikein anger but deliberately and to give instruction,
because the function of the Guru is to teach. Dabistan, 235.

' The veneration of Skhs for the Guru was such that many of
them were ready to burn themselves alive on his funeral pyre. Two
actually jumped into the flames and expired at the feet of the Guru.
Several others were prevented from doing so by Har Rai, the succeeding
Guru. Dabistan, 237.
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Aurangzeb in excluding Hindus from the state service, impos-
ing jaziya on them, demolishing their temples, forcing them
to accept Islam and reducing them almost to nothingness by
other harsh measures, such as the appointment of mullahs
with a horse contingent attached to each, in order to check
all Hindu religious activities,' caused wide-spread discont-
ent in the minds of the Hindu population.

There are in thisworld men who are endowed by nature
with a great capacity for attaining perfection. In the days
of peace they work for the solace or instruction of mankind,
and strive to smooth the way for the chariot of progress. In
the days of calamity they are seen suddenly to emerge upon
the scene to guide the people, and with stoicism to expose
themselves to the shocks of adverse fortune. The grateful
world would recognize Guru Gobind Singh, as one of such
persons. Guru Gobind Singh determined to take advantage
of this situation, and conceived a bold but noble design of
inspiring the weak, selfish and vanquished Hindus with a new
hope and new life. He knew that he would be ableto do this
by stirring the latent faculties of human mind, which, he
understood, possessed the elasticity of rising to the loftiest
height aswell as of sinking to the lowest depth. Moreover,
he was not unaware of the brilliant results achieved by
Hindusin the Deccan under the leadership of Shivaji.

Safety drove him for the time being to the lower spurs
of the Himalayas in Sirmur State on the banks of the
Jumna, where he lived for twenty years. This time was
most usefully spent by him in studying History, Sanskrit
and Persian literature from eminent scholars and poets
of the day, and in acquiring a perfect dexterity in the
art of fighting. He was soon called upon to fight several
battles with the neighbouring hill rajas, in which he
won a large number of followers from the plains of the

1 atif's Punjab, 176.



40 LATER MUGHAL HISTORY OF THE PANJAB

Pan jab.! By this time Aurangzch was fully absorbed in the
Qeccan and Guru Gobind Singh, finding the circumstances
favourable prepared to undertake his misson.

The greatness of Guru Gobind Singh liesin the fact that
he made full use of the strong redligious sentiment which had
been expressng itsdf in the new community in the form of
sincere, loving obedience and devotion to the person of the
Guru. Hepropagated the truth that in order to safeguard
the spiritual rights of the people, the country should not
depend on the sovereign at all The people ought to entrust
thisright to themsdves, and individually fed any national
wrong done, and collectively organize means to withstand it.
He turned the rdigious sentiment of his followers into an
engine of drength to crush all oppostion. Nationalism,
rather than salvation, was placed before them as the ideal of
religion, and sdf-respect and service the means to achieve
thisend. The Skhswere therefore to worship Akalpurkh
(God) only, pay homage to the Granth alone, be free from
cade preudices, take baptism of water stirred with a dagger,
add the word Singh (lion) to their names, have one form of
salutation® abstain from smoking, use turbans and
aways wear the kesh (hair), kangha (comb), kirpan
(sword), kara (sted bracelet) and kachh (a pair of
drawers) 2

! Four such battles are recorded by Sunder Singh in his Battles of
Guru Gobind Smgh, Pp. 1-22.

2 Wah Guru Jt ka Khalsa, Wah Guru Jt ki Fatah." (The Purified ones
belong to the Almighty Lord. Victory also belongs to Him.) Its object
was to keep the Sikhsin buoyant spirit, because by this mode of salutation
astrong link was established between the Khalsa and Victory, these being
the two offspring of the Lord.

% In many of these external observances we can trace a deep purpose.
Guru Gobind Singh wanted to make the Sikhs a fighting people, and
therefore he deemed it necessary that their head should be properly guard-
ed from sword cuts by means of long hair and turban. The kachh was
more suitable and more convenient than loose dhoti of general Indian wear.
Their physical strength was kept intact by the prohibition of the per-
nicious drug, tobacco, and the permission to use meat.
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They were inspired with the belief that the Panth (the
general body of the Sikhs), which stood for fighting the
wrongs of the world, was the creation of God, who was
always present with them, and therefore every Sikh, working
in the cause of the Panth. was bound to be victorious.

Service involved two principles—discipline and sacrifice.
The Sikhs were to undergo physical, mental and spiritual
discipline. They were to exercise a strict control over
their desires, passions and emotions, to offer implicit obedi-
ence to their leaders, and never to think in self-interest
but always in terms of the Panth. As members of the
Panth they were to serve it with the faith that they were
pleasing God thereby, and were to fear no foe however
strong he might be. Each Sikh working in the righteous
cause was to consider himself a tower of strength equal to
the power of one lakh and a quarter hosts and was never to
give way to despair. He must trust in God who had created
him for victory and depend upon steel which would never
betray him. He must always be prepared to lay down his
life because his victory lay in the moment of his death.

To such inspired and optimistic disciples Gobind Singh
gave the name of Khalsa-the purified ones

5.  The Khalsa in their New Career (1699—1708)

The creation of the Khalsa was an epoch-making event
in the religious and political history of the Panjab. It mark-
ed the beginning of the rise of a new race of leaders and
warriors, destined to play the role of a hero against all
oppression and tyranny. The severities of the high-caste
Hindus over their brethren—the Shudras—were set at
naught as soon as one joined the ranks of the Khalsa, where

! The regular proclamation of the birth of Khalsa is said to have been
made by Guru Gobind Singh on the first of Baisakh, Sambat 1756
Bikrami (Thursday. the 30th M ar ch. 1699).
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all were equal and ready to render one another all help and
useful service® Their only difficulty lay in destroying the
organised oppression of Mughal despotism, under which the
Hindus and the Sikhs had been acutely suffering. It was a
gigantic task for the small community of the Khalsa, in
which they stood aloof, without sympathy from the Hindus
who could never think of displeasing the mighty Mughals,
whose very name struck terror in their hearts.

But the inspiration under the leadership of Guru Gobind
Singh himself was enough to outdo all such difficulties and
influences. Despondency and fear could not live with the
Guru. Faith and hope were the leading currents in the
minds of the Khalsa. Under the direction of the Guru, the
Khalsa took up the profession of arms and the results were
most surprising. The people, lowliest of the low, such as
sweepers, cobblers, water-carriers and barbers who had lived
for centuries under complete servility of the higher classes
as well as of the Government, now became valiant warriors,
the praises of whose physique and valour are sung by all
the world including their bitterest foes.

The followers of the Guru had risen to several thousands
in number. He had also built two forts at Paonta and
Anandpur at the foot of the hills to serve as suitable bases
for his operations.

The Guru further increased his military resources by
building four new forts of Lohgarh, Anandgarh, Phoolgarh

The philanthropic activities of the Sikhs were not confined to
the Panth, but were extended to all, as is testified by Sujan Rai:—
" They treat their own men and strangers alike, and make no difference
between friends and foes. They show neither favour to friends nor
hostility to enemies. The belief they cherish in their leader does not
exist in other sects.  They keep the name of their guide always on their
lips, and they look upon service as the highest form of worship. If a
stranger knocks at their door at midnight, and utters the name of Nanak
though he may be a thief, robber or wretch, he is considered a friend
and brother, and isproperly looked after." Khulasat, 70.
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and Fatahgarh.

Then began a series of battlesin which the Guru often
had to face the combined forces of the hill rajas and the
Mughal subahdars, and in most cases the victory was on the
side of the Khalsa.? The most serious conflict occurred at
Anandpur in which heavy odds were ranged against the
Guru. The Governors of Lahore and Sirhind were deputed
to nip the rising power of the Sikhs in the bud. The hill
rajas, the Ranghars and the Gujars of the neighbourhood
had also joined the Imperial troops. The place was closely
besieged and all ways and means of communication were
entirely cut off. The Guru, though reduced to extreme
straits for want of provisions, maintained the fight heroically.
His forces melted away from day to day, and with such
rapidity that he was compelled to abandon the place. Even-
tually, finding the situation hopeless, he escaped, one night,
from the fort with his family and some disciples. Alarm
was soon raised and the Mughal troops immediately pursued
them. In the darkness and confusion, the Guru's mother
and his two sons were separated from 'him. They were
caught, and later on the sons were bricked up alive in a fort
wall at Sirhind, whiletheir grandmother died of this shock
in prison.

The Guru, together with histwo other sons and a hand-
ful of followers, took refuge at Chamkaur, which wasim-
mediately besieged by the enemy. In the struggle that
ensued here, Guru Gobind Singh lost both of his sons and
almost all his disciples. The Guru then managed to escape
to Machhiwara from where heretired towards Malwa. At

1 M'Gregor on p 85 of Vol. | gives the following names: " Anund-
ghur, Fattehghur, Soghur and Mooghulghur." Theforts of Fatahgarh and
Lohgarh were situated in the town of Anandpur. Sunder Singh, 35.

* Ten battles are mentioned by the author of the Battles of Guru
Gobind Singh, which were fought by the Guru after establishing the
Khalsa. Of these five took place at Anandpur, two at Chamkaur and
threeat Nirmoh, Basah and M uktsar. pp. 32-68.



44 LATER MUGHAL HISTORY OF THE PANJAB

a place now called Muktsar, the pursuing Mughal troops
again fell upon him, but in view of the oppressive heat and
scarcity of water, food and fodder, they retired.

The Guru settled at a place in the heart of the desert
named by him Damdama, where he is said to have spent
about a year in peaceful preachings of his religion. Here
he received a letter from Aurangzeb demanding his presence
at his court in the Deccan, to which he gave a spirited
reply in Persian verse in which he administered to the
Emperor a sharp rebuke.!

Aurangzeb died soon after and his son and successor
Bahadur Shah invited the Guru to Delhi where he went at
the head of two or three hundred soldiers. The Emperor
treated him respectfully, conferred upon him a robe of
honour and took him to the Deccan, where he was going to
crush the rebellion of his younger brother, Kam Bakhsh.?
The Guru left the company of Bahadur Shah after some
time and halted on the banks of the Godavari where he met
Banda Bairagi leading the life of a hermit. Guru Gobind
Singh had already heard of his wide-spread fame and was
struck by his personal appearance which showed an iron will
and unswerving determination under his saintly clothes.
The Guru, finding in him the most suitable person for carry-
ing on his work in the Panjab, entrusted him with his
mission in the presence of his Sikhs.

Shortly afterwards, the Guru was seriously wounded by
a Pathan. Finding hisend near he called together his disciples
and gave them his last injunctions. They were to have no
Guru thenceforward, as he had delivered the Khalsa to

! This reply termed Zafar Namah (Epistle of Victory) forms a part
of the Dasam Granth.

* |t isbelieved that Guru Gobind Singh lent some help to Bahadur Shah
in the battle of Jajau, supplying him with a contingent of his soldiers.
Khafi Khan, however, does not mention any such help given by theGuru,
but says that he joined Bahadur Shah at the head of two or three hundred

soldiers, when the Emperor was marching to the Deccan. Muntakhab
Al-Lubab, 652.
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Akalpurkh (God), and were to look upon the Granth as the
Guru. Hefurther gave them to understand that the Guru
would be present in spirit wherever five Sikhs assembled,
to decide an important question affecting the whole Panth or
a part of it. On such an occasion a Sikh congregation was to
be held and from the whole assembly five! pyaras (beloved
ones) were to be elected and their decision wasto be regard-
ed as the verdict of the Guru. It wasthen to be passed by
the whole assembly? and its execution was binding upon the
whole Panth, Any infringement was to be considered sacrileg-
ious. They were finally impressed upon that the Wah Guru
had destined them to be the future rulers of the country for
which they must continue the struggle unabated.®

The Guru then peacefully passed away with satisfaction
that in the free and independent hearts of hisfollowers there
were germinating the seeds of a general revolution. He felt
sure that their revolutionary spirit would break forth with
greater fury if the sacredness of their rights was not admitted
and if they were not allowed a free hand in the matter of
their conscience.

6. Secular Leadership of Banda (1709—1715)

Banda had witnessed the ruthless despotism of the
Mughals in general and their oppresson against his own
community in particular. He had also seen the unsuccessful
revoltsagainst Mughal absolutism, one in the Panjab (Banda's
original home) and the other in Maharashtra (Banda's
residence). The narration of his sufferings and the work done

YIn India " five" hasbeen the sacred number from times immemorial.
" Panchon men Parmeshwar hai," isan old saying and indicatesthe presence
of Divinity in " five" Panchayatsor councils of five dders were common
in northern Indialong before Guru Gobind Sngh'stime.

2 Such decisions in their final shape were termed " Gurumatas,” be-
tause they were consdered to have been passd with the concurrence of
the Guru.

% Narang, 101.
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in the Pan jab by Guru Gobind Singh himself roused the sense
of patriotism of this young man of 38, and he undertook to
execute the mission of the Guru. Having received his bless-
ings, Banda started for the Panjab early in 1709. Never
perhaps in the history of the Panjab did the circumstances
or the time offer so fair a field to the ambition of a leader,
conscious of great talents, and called to the command of
warlike people, only too eager to second him in any enter-
prise he might undertake. Near Kaithal he plundered a
royal treasure on its way to Delhi, and distributed the whole
of it among his followers. This was a good omen for a
series of rapid victories which he subsequently achieved, and
attracted crowds of Sikhs and Hindus to join his folds.*

In November, 1709, Samana, the home of Guru Tegh
Bahadur's executioner was laid waste. Nearly 10,000 Muslims
are said to have been massacred in this town and immense
booty was acquired. Banda's ranks then began to swell
daily and he easily punished the bigoted Muslims of Ghuram,
Thaska, Kunjpura, Shahabad, Mustafabad, Ambala, Kapuri,
Chhat and Banur.2

Now Sirhind was in sight which was the aim of Banda
and his Sikhs. In their eyes it was the most accursed place
where Guru Gobind Singh's two sons were bricked up alive
and where the Guru's mother had given up her life in im-
prisonment. It was a holy war against the Governor of this
place. The battle was fought in May, 1710, in which the
Governor lost his life whilethe city of Sirhind was laid waste.®

L Khafi Khan, I, 652: " In two or three months time nearly five
thousand horse and eight thousand foot joined him. The number of his
troops was increasing daily, and great booty was falling into his hands.
Soon after about nineteen thousand men armed and equipped took to
plunder and persecution.”

2" The matters came to such a pass that from thirty to forty thousand
infidels served under his banner. Then he issued orders to the imperial
officials to submit and retire from their posts” Ibid., 652-3.

3 Ibid., 653-4. The following expression was now frequently on thelips

oftheSikhs— " 5% 129,8 G 1> dwae®  Bakhtmal,50.
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With thefall of Sirhind, practically the whole country
between the Sutlej and the Jumna, up to the close neighbour-
hood of Delhi, lay at the feet of Banda. He ousted the
Muslim officers from all the 28 parganahs of Sirhind division
and put his own men in their places.

Just after this victory, sad tales of the bigotry of the
Muslims of the Gangetic Doab were brought to his notice,
and so he marched thither in July, 1710. He crossed the
Jumna at Rajghat and punished and plundered the people of
Saharanpur, Behat, Nanautah and Jalalabad.?

Banda returned to the Panjab to look after hisnewly
acquired territories and reduced the Muslim risings in the
Jullundur and the Bari Dodbs, with the result that a greater
part of these territories, excepting Lahore proper, fell into
his hands where also the Sikh officials were appointed to
control the affairs of the government.?

Banda now turned to Sadhaura to punish the notorious
Muslims who were indiscriminately cut to pieces in a man-
sion known afterwards as Qatalgarhi.* The famous fort of

lJLO)‘M\E:)'DJ\SL@.‘S ”:qi El;ls, Sl '.) )L_\..«-.g g

Khafi Khan, v, 652, “oolamlu yyie 3ya- byl 31
b Mamd Ao SUS sy dirpe (LU T oa o7

Ibd. 654 odoad S dede s E'.Js.,

" In all parganahs occupied by the Sikhs" saysIrvine, " the reversal of
the previous cusoms was striking and complete. A low scavenger or
leather dresser, the lowest of the low in Indian estimation had only to
leave home and Join the Guru (Banda) when in a short space of time he
would return to his birthplace asitsruler, with hisorder of appointment
in his hand. As soon as he set foot within the boundaries, the well-born
and wealthy went out to greet him and escort him home. Arrived there,
they stood before him with joined palms, awaiting his orders” Later
Mughals, i, 98-9.

*Khafikhan, 11, 654-7.

31hid., 660.

41bid.
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Mukhlispur, situated on the top of a steep hill and surround-
ed by deep ravines, was seized next and was renamed L ohgarh.
This place became the seat of Banda's headquarters, where
he issued his own coin and introduced his official seal
and year, commencing from the date of his victory at

Sirhind.!

The repeated tales of Banda' s atrocities were constantly
pouring into the Imperial capital. But the emperor was away
to the Deccan, and his officials were so terror-stricken
that not a soul stirred out of Delhi to oppose him. By this
time Bahadur Shah was free from the Deccan and he at once
hurried to Lohgarh without even stopping at Delhi and laid
siege to the place in December, 1710. Banda commanded
scanty resources in comparison with those of the Emperor,
but he fought bravely and inspired awe and fear (l_,el;h,‘_,-‘.li}
in the minds of the enemies? He was, however, reduced
to extremities so that he had to flee in disguise, while
many of his troops were massacred.

Banda made his appearance in the hilly tract in Gurdaspur
district. The Emperor at once marched in pursuit and,
subduing the country on the way, halted at Lahore where he
died in February, 1712. Then ensued the war of succession.
Jahandar Shah came out successful in April; but he was a
weakling and another Prince named Farrukh Siyar revolted
against him and succeeded in seizing the throne in January,
1713. These intervals gave the Sikhs a much-needed respite
and they took full advantage in gaining fresh strength.

The new Emperor appointed Abdul Samad Khan, the
energetic Governor of Kashmir, the Subahdar of the Panjab,

YIrvine, i, 110.

2 Khafi Khan, ii, 669: " | cannot describe the terror and panic that
prevailed in the imperial army on account of wild attacks and frightful
engagements of that beggarly-dressed force. There was such a loud
clamour of their saughter and oppression that the imperial troops grew
tired of life."
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in February, 1713, with definite instructions to subdue the
Sikhs.! Abdul Samad took strong measures against them
but without accomplishing much. Early in 1715 Banda de-
scended upon Kalanaur and Batala from his hill fasthess and
laid waste thewhole country. Farrukh Siyar was exasper ated
to learn about thase disasters. He administered a sharp
rebuke to the Viceroy in March, 1715 and sent Imperial
troops under capable leaders to reinforce him.?

Unfortunately, asplit had taken place among the followers
of Banda by thistime. He had introduced a new form of
salutation, Fatah-i-Darshan for Wah Guruji ka Khalsa, Wah
Guruji ki Fatah. This offended the orthodox Sikhs and they
formed a separate party under the name of Tat Khalsa. The
remaining Sikhs with Banda were called Bandai Sikhs.

In this considerably weakened position Banda was besieg-
ed in the small fort of Gurdaspur and the siege was so closely
pursued for eight months that not aparticle of food was allow-
ed to getin. The Sikhswere reduced to extremely sore straits.
No provisions were left with them. They lived on flesh,
grass and leaves and bark of trees. They powdered twigs
and bones and ate them instead of flour.®> " In spite of all
this," says Kamwar Khan, " the infernal Sikh chief and his
men, withstood all the military force that the great Saltanat-
i-Mughalia could muster against them for eight months" .*

The fort fell in December, 1715 and all the inmates
including Banda were taken prisoners. Large numbers of
them were massacred, while Banda and his 740 followers
were brought to Delhi where their most heroic behaviour at
the time of their execution drew praises from all.®

! Shahnawaz K han calls the Sikhs " Qaum-i-Guru.” Maasir-ul-Umara,
ii, 515.

% Khafi Khan, 11, 762

% | bid., 763.

* Quoted in Ganda Singh's "Banda Bahadur" 32.

5 Khafi Khan, 11, 765-7; Maasir-ul Umara, |1, 516-7; Wheeler's Early
Records of British India, 180.
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7. The darkest period of Sikh history, 1716-1738

Theperiod of nearly one quarter of a century, following
the execution of Banda, may be regarded as the darkest
period of Sikh history. The reasons are obvious. The
Sikhs were left without a temporal guide, and had no one
among them of eminent position, noted for his extraordinary
ability and courage, to unite their scattering forces, to guide
them through difficulties and misfortunes and to keep them
in spirit to pursue their goal. On the other hand, the
Government of the day, actuated by active resentment,
followed the most repressive policy leaving no stone unturn-
ed, not only in destroying the power of the Sikhs, but also
in extirpating the sect. Their number had already dwindled
to an astonishing degree; but after the execution of their
secular chief the Government seems to have determined to
give them no quarter. " An edict was issued by Furruck Sir,"
says Forster on pp. 312-3 of Vol. | of his Journey, "directing
that every Sicque falling into the handsof his officers, should,
on arefusal of embracing the Mahometan faith, be put to
the sword. A valuable reward was also given by the emperor,
for the head of every Sicque ; and such was the keen spirit
that animated the persecution, such the success of the exer-
tions, that the name of a Sicque no longer existed in the
Mughal dominion. Those who still adhered to the tenets
of Nanock, either fled into the mountains at the head of the
Punjab, or cut off their hair, and exteriorly renounced the
profession of their religion."*

The faithful followers of the Guru experienced the worst
possible time in their history. Hunted like hare they wander -
ed from place to place seeking shelter to save themselves
from the fury of the Government and of the antagonistic
Muslim population of the neighbourhood. They ultimately
took refuge, as has already been remarked, in the lower

' Cf. Browne, |1, 13; Malcolm, 85; Mtftah-ul-Twarikh, 398; M'Gregot s
History of the Sikhs, |, 113-4; Cunningham, 95.
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spurs of the Himalayas, Lakhi Jungle and Malwa desert.
There they had very precarious means of livelihood and
often lived on wild vegetables and the flesh of the jungle
animals. It appears that they cheerfully bore these privations
and ga\{e very flattering names to even the meanest articles
of diet.

It seemed as if the power of the Sikhs had been totally
destroyed and the sect extirpated, because for a couple of
years after the death of Banda we hear nothing about the
Sikhs. But by 1718, however, reports were received in
Lahore that the Sikhs had recommenced committing dep-
redations in the villages situated at the foot of the hills and
on the outskirts of the Lakhi Jungle and M alwa desert. This
will naturally surprise us; but we are in possession of several
factors which were responsible for the reappearance of the
Sikhs. The constant fear of death from which no Sikh of
those days was free even for a moment had made them bold
and fearless. Their extreme poverty and utter necessity
for keeping body and soul together had driven them to
take to plundering. They knew that death might be the
reward of such undertakings; but as true Sikhs they prefer-
red to die fighting. They also believed in their right to live
and they legitimately thought that such a Government as
deprived them of this natural privilege was not worthy of
being respected by them. Moreover, they had already experi-
enced great destitution and distress when serving under Guru
Gobind Singh and Banda. Besides, they had a vivid memory
of the sacrifices and sufferings of Guru Gobind Singh, his
four sons and Banda, all of whom stimulated them to bear
their misfortunes heroically. They also knew that their
object of destroying the organized form of Mughal tyranny
could not be achieved by sitting idle in the jungles. They
must rise after every fall and should be ready to pay the
usual price for freedom. Their optimistic outlook about the

* The Sikh historians have reproduced in their books long lists of such
names and some of these terms are still current amongst the Jat Sikhs\
Cf. Gyan Singh, 552-3.
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future of their race was also responsible for it. They con-
sidered that their cause was righteous and was therefore
bound to succeed. The work of the last Guru, they argued,
was on the verge of destruction when the sudden appearance
of Banda had turned the tables in their favour. Similarly
they hoped that sooner or later a leader was bound to arise
among them who would again lead them on to fresh victories.
Such were their feelings that had made the Sikhs renew their
activities.

The ventures of the Sikhs, however, met with almost
uniform success on account of many influences which were
eating into the vitals of the Mughal Empire both at Delhi
and elsewhere. This had its repercussions on the government
of the Panjab. As a nominee of his party, the Viceroy of the
Panjab was dragged into Delhi politics and was thus unable
to pay undivided attention to his own government. This
naturally afforded occasions for the outbreak of disorder and
lawlessness in the country. There is evidence to show that
the creatures of such disturbances were secretly encouraged,
and possibly financed, by the rivals of the Viceroy.

The machinery of the Delhi government having failed to
function, the Lahore Viceroy was left to his own petty
resources to cope with the serious situation single-handed.
His forces were centred in the capital wherefrom he sent
out detachments to quell disturbances wherever they arose:
Considering the means of communications of those days, it
was no easy task to keep a constant pursuit of the Sikhs into
their impenetrable retreats which were at long distances
from the seat of the Government.

Khafi Khan. a contemporary writer, referring to the rebellion of the
Afghans of Kasur saysthat their revolt occurred at the instigation of the
Sayyid Brothers who wanted to weaken the Turani party by digpossessng
Abdul Samad Khan of the Panjab Viceroyalty. Isa Khan Munj, another
rebel in the Jullundur Do5b, was protected by Samsam-ud-daulah Khan-
i-dauran, favourite of the Emperor Muhammad Shah. Khafi Khan, ii,
767-8 and 861-5; Maasir-ul-Umara, i, 604, and 11, 825-8; Siydr, ii, 47.
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Thus, when the Delhi government was in the throes of
revolutions (1717-9) and the Subahdar of Lahore was busy
in dealing with the serious revolts of Isa Khan Munj and
Husain Khan Kheshgi of Kasur, the Sikhs found an easy
opportunity of entering upon a career of pillage and plunder.

Abdul Samad's failure in adopting a ruthless policy to
check these commotions encouraged the forces of disruption
to make a stronger headway and, therefore, the activities of
the Sikhs as well as of other lawless people daily grew
greater, so much so that on the highways traffic came almost
to a close.

These turmoils and tumults roused once more the Delhi
Government to its sense of responsibility with regard to the
Panjab. The Emperor transferred the old Subahdar Abdul
Samad Khan to the governorship of Multan and appointed
his youthful son, Zakariya Khan Khan Bahadur, (perhaps at
the suggestion of his prime minister Qamr-ud-din Khan,
whose sister was married to Zakariya Khan), to the viceroyal-
ty of Lahore in 1726.2

The new Viceroy who had already served as Governor of
Kashmir (1720-6) was an experienced administrator. He
raised moving columns of light cavalry and succeeded, in a
short time, in driving away the Sikhs from all the centres of
population. They were forced once again to seek shelter in
their old retreats. Peace and quiet was restored,® though
for a short time only, and the new Viceroy won the approba-
tion of the Delhi Court.

The Sikhs, however, were not to rest contented. Hardly

1 Browne, 11, 13; Bakhtmal, 56; Ah-ud-din, 95h.

% MaasY'uUUmara, I1, 517. (Kanhaya Lai in his Tarikh-i-Panjab on p.
65 saysthat a quarrel had taken place between Abdul Samad and Zakanya
Khan and the latter, when on a visit to Delhi, requested the Emperor to
appoint him to the charge of the province, promising that he would
establish perfect peace in the country.)

« Ali-ud-din, 95b.
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had a couple of years passed, when it appears that the Sikhs
sallied out in small groups, laying under contribution de-
fenceless villages and often waylaying the travellers on
roadside.!  The Governor was naturally anxious to maintain
peace in his jurisdiction at all costs. He, therefore, adopted
apolicy of conciliation by offering them Jagir? worth a lakh
of rupees and the title of Nawab for their leader. This policy
bore its desired fruit. The Sikhs, being tired of their long
and tedious wild life, accepted the Jagir and the title.® They
now took to peaceful pursuits and most of them settled at
Amritsar.*

Next year in 1734, Nawab Kapur Singh, Fatah Singh,
Buddha Singh Sukarchakia and Bhuma Singh, the prominent
Sikh leaders thought it advisable to give their co-religionists,
akind of organization, in order to have facilities for the
good arrangement of their food and clothing. Two main
divisions were made of the entire strength of the Khalsa at
Amritsar, according to the age of the members. Buddha Dal
consisted of the older members and Taruna Dal included
the y6unger Smghs’

After some time the Sikhs grew impatient of their inac-
tive life at Amritsar and dispersed either to their homes or
to Malwa. The Khan Bahadur, finding no necessity of con-
tinuing the Jagir, confiscated it and offered them an alterna-
tive of either recruitment in the imperial army or of remit-
tance of land revenue in case of their settling as peaceful

! The author of Shamshtr Khalsa on pp. 40-5, refers to several such
instances.

" A Jagir is a grant of land in freehold, or for a quit rent, or for some
expected service, but in general, revocable at the donor's pleasure.

2 Shamshir Khalsa, 45-6. The title was afterwards conferred on Kapur
Singh.

*For a detailed account of Sikh life at Amritsar sse Ratan Singh, 262
and Gyan Singh, 566-8.

5 For details sse Shamshir Khalsa, 47-8; Ratan Singh, 263-5, Gyan
Singh, 568-70; Narang, 126.
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agriculturists. The Sikhs resented this action and took to
their old course of plunder.t

The Khan Bahadur despatched his troops in their pur-
suit and the Sikhs were ultimately driven away beyond
the Sutlej. Zakariya K han then murdered Bhai M ani Singh?,
the priest of Amritsar, and thereby aroused deep feelings of
resentment and revenge in the minds of the Sikhs. They
spent about a year more in running from place to place,
avoiding an engagement with the imperial troops, but con-
stantly pillaging the country. An opportunity after all
presented itself to them, and early in January, 1739, they
found themselves once more free to indulge in satisfying
their passion of vengeance. This was done by the invasion
of Nadir Shah.

! Shamshxr Khalsa, 48-9; Gyan Singh, 572.
2 Ratan Singh, 277; Shamshir Khalsa, 51-6; Narang, 47-8.



CHAPTER IV
ADINA BEG KHAN
THE LAST MUGHAL VICEROY OF THE PANJAB

(Date of birth unknown—Died 15th September, 1758)

1. Introduction

HE story told in this chapter is of a person who came

of a humble stock and rose to eminence step by step,

not by favour of any man, certainly not by subserviency

either to the ruling authorities or to popular ideas, but simply

by the operation of that natural law, whichin troubled times

brings the strongest mind, be it where it may, to the post of
highest command.

During the 18th century in India many opportunities
presented themselves to tact and ambition for carving out
independent principalities. The great empire of the Mughals
after a glorious career of nearly two centuries had fallen into
agradual process of decay. The Mughal Emperors were
losing their power and prestige with headlong precipitation,
while their unworthy ministers and supporters unscrupulously
indulged in murder, emperor-blinding, treachery and rapine,
and were always ready to sacrifice the interests of the empire
for their own selfish ends.

The Mughal viceroys of provinces were generaly sunk
in sloth and sensuality. They had no fear of interference
by the Central Government and were free from restraint.
Hence there was no check on the progress of misrule. This
confusion was further aggravated by a series of foreign
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invasions from the north-west, leaving nothing in their wake
but the smoke of burning homes, ravished humanity and the
reek of innocent blood.

Such a chaotic state offered a great prize to the able and
ambitious. Men rose from obscurity into the full blaze of
historical renown. Adina Beg Khan was one such a man of
low birth, unlettered, but endowed with a masterful ambi-
tion and a persevering temper. He was first employed even
before histeens as a servant in the households of Mughal
officers, and rose to power by patient labour and force of
character, until, he ultimately became Viceroy of the Panjab
and played an important part in the closing scenesof Muslim
rulein the province.

Adina Beg Khan started his public life in the thirties. It
was brought to a close in 1758. During that time he saw
Nadir Shah's invasion, four campaigns of Ahmad Shah
Abdali, the Maratha conquest of the Panjab and the rise of
the Sikhs to political power. The Panjab had becomein
that period a cockpit of struggle between various powers and
had almost been converted into no man's land. The first
struggle lay between Ahmad Shah Abdali and the Mughals,
in which the former wasvictorious. Then ensued the conflict
between Ahmad Shah and the Marathas, in which the latter
were worsted. Now the Sikhs and Ahmad Shah began to
fight between themselves for the possession of the plains of
the Panjab and ultimately Ahmad Shah was expelled from
thisprovince. Adina Beg therefore witnessed four gardis
or wild struggles for the Panjab by Nadir Shah, Ahmad Shah,
the Marathas and the Sikhs, known as the Nadir Gardi, the
Shah Gardi, the Maratha Gardi and the Sikha Shahi. Adina
Beg Khan took advantage of each gardx and greatly added to
his power. He also maintained a sort of balance among all
these powers.

No work on this subject is known to exist, except a de-
fective Persian manuscript of 12 small folios. |ts dates and
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even some events are generally wrongly stated, but it supplies
some useful material about the important stagesin thelife of
this man. The writer has supplemented this with material
gleaned from a number of Persian works, mostly unpublished,
and Marathi, Gurmukhi, Urdu and English records, all of
which are given in the bibliography at the end.

2. Adina Beg Khan under Zakariya Khan, to June, 1745

Adina Beg Khan was an Arain by caste. Hisfather's
name was Chunnu. He was born at Sharagpur, 18 miles
below L ahore on theright bank of the Ravi. Extreme poverty
compelled him very early in life to seek service in the homes
of Mughal officers. He spent most of histime at Jalalabad,
Khanpur and Bajwara, all situated in the Jullundur Doab.*
This was the beginning of his lifelong association with this
part of the Panjab.

His sturdiness of character and love of enterprise made
him discontented with his menial position. When he grew
to manhood he sought a life of strenuous action. Constant
association with the Mughal officers created in his mind a
strong desire for military life, so he joined the army. He
was, however, soon disillusionized of his new career by its
poor prospects, left it for the more lucrative post of revenue
collector of village Kang in Sultanpur? District of the
Jullundur Doab. He displayed great energy, courage and
force of character in the performance of his new duties.
His ability and tact won him many friends, one of whom was
Lala Sri Niwas of Dhir caste, arich banker of Sultanpur, a
very influential man, who in a few years obtained for Adina
Beg Khan the revenue contract of five or six villages in the
territory of Kang. The following year all the villages of

! Ahwal-uAdina Beg Khan, 50b.

2 |bid. There are two villages of the same name, viz, Kang Kalan and
Kang Khurd, situated 8 miles south of Sultanpur, and about 2 miles north
of the Sutlej. Cf. Survey map of the Panjab.
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Kang circle passed to his charge?

Adina Beg Khan was now becoming a man of mark. His
foot was on the ladder of promotion. His appointment to
this post stimulated his energies and rekindled his ambition.
The circle of Kang was a unit of the Sultanpur District.
Adina Beg Khan deposited his revenues in the treasury of
Sultanpur. The district officer was so much struck by his
honesty, loyalty and ability that he sometimes deputed him
to Lahore in charge of the revenues of his district. It was
an excellent opportunity for an ambitious person to obtain
influence in the court of Lahore.

The district officer of Sultanpur died. Adina Beg Khan
at once went to Lahore and through the treasury officer
sought an interview with the Viceroy, Khan Bahadur
Zakariya Khan. The latter demanded security for his good
behaviour, which was immediately provided by Lala Sri
Niwas of Sultanpur, and Adina Beg was appointed to the
post of the District Officer of Sultanpur.? He showed his
gratitude by appointing Lala Sri Niwas his immediate
assistant, while his elder brother Bhwani Das, who knew
Persian, was given the post of superintendent of his office.

Shortly afterwards Nadir Shah invaded India. At this
time the country was thrown into great confusion, of which
full advantage was taken by lawless people and particularly
by the Sikhs. Knowing the country intimately, and being
endowed with an astuteness and intrepidity which were
equal to any emergency, they made the best use of these
disturbances. On the retirement of the Persian invader the
Sikhs continued their depredations and were the principal
source of danger to the peace and prosperity of the province.
The Viceroy therefore organised columns of light cavalry
for the pursuit of the Sikhs, who were consequently expelled
from the Bari Doab with heavy losses.

! Ibid., 50b ; Imad-i-Saadat, 107a-b. > Ahwal-i- Adina Beg Khan, 51a % bid.
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They then moved on to the Jullundur Doib. Zakariya
Khan knew that the Jullundur Doab was mostly peopled by
Jats who had sympathy with the Sikhs. He was, therefore,
in search of a capable governor for thisterritory. It was
brought to his notice that the district of Sultanpur, which
was situated on the main road from Lahore toDelhi, had
been ruined like many other places’ by Nadir Shah's troops,
who had also taken captive a number of men and women of
the place, and that Adina Beg Khan had succeeded in
restoring order at thistime, had given relief to the people
and had secured the release of many prisoners by ransom.
The Viceroy also knew that Adina Beg was active, energetic
and had personal knowledge of the Doab. So he was pro-
moted to the high rank of the Nazim* (Governor) of the
Jullundur Doab and was ordered to punish the Sikhs.

Adina Beg succeeded in restoring peace and order in
the Doab, but he did not adopt severe measures to crush
the Sikhs and perhaps deliberately winked at some of their
activities, permitting them to carry on so long as they
refrained from creating serious disturbances within his
jurisdiction. The reason seems to be that he wished to
secure his position by keeping the Sikh menace alive ; other-
wise he feared that in case of perfect peace in the Doab
this territory might be leased to somebody else for a larger
sum of revenue. Diwan Bakhtmal testifies to this fact when

'Anand Ram, 21.
)‘.)',s Q‘ M’le ‘_ﬁ}e g 3_,.::3 ..-\i.’h_,.i “av_ %Jl.ﬂi.\\e \Jl_’hi"
oo Aeald C.'.l'll_ng,ﬂg\' cowdl » 2131‘,-}‘)3 S »_".-.:'n}'f Dealsd wa
Sl Sl 9253 g wead LT P By K A S
Saby M oK Gl oAt LT afeap B8l sl
Fady g Lemgals 5 L 1pila
2 Nazim was the Governor of a province. He was a military man who
commanded the troops and administered the country. The Lhwan, who
was the superintendent of finances, was quite independent of him and

was a check onhim. Butwhen both these offices were combined in one
per son on, hewas called Subahdar or Viceroy. (Cf. Sair, i. 274).
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hewrites:—

" Adina Beg was a greedy man. He did not crush the
Sikhs. If he had intended to do so, it was not a difficult
task. But he had thisideain mind, that if he quelled the
Sikhs, some other tax-farmer might be entrusted with the
government of the Doab for a higher sum and he might be
dismissed. He therefore treated the Sikhs well and settled
terms with them. For this reason the Sikhs grew stronger
and they gradually occupied many villages as Jagirs "*

The Khan Bahadur, however, would not rest content
until he saw the Sikhs out of his province. He issued strict
orders to Adina Beg Khan to drive them away. Though
unwilling to do so, the Jullundur faujdar could not postpone
this task for long. Consequently he asked the Sikhs to
vacate histerritory. On receiving these orders they deput-
ed Jessa Singh Thoka (afterwards known as Ramgarhia) as
their Vakil to settle terms with Adina Beg Khan. The
latter, however, proved too clever for the Sikh Vakil and
succeeded in persuading him to accept office under his
government. The Sikhs, dismayed at the conduct of their
envoy, found safety only in crossing the Sutlej and entering
the Sirhind Division of Delhi Province, where they created
a serious situation for the Imperial Government.?

'Khalsa Namah, 58-9. James Browne, writing in 1787 in his India
Tracts, n, 14, says —" The force he had with him was fully equal to the
execution of that service, but Adina Beg, considering that if he should
entirely put an end to all disturbances in that district, there would remain
no necessity for continuing him in so extensive a command, carried on
intrigues with the chiefs of the Sicks, and secretly encouraged them to
continue their depredations, at the same time pretending to be very
desirous of subduing them. From this management the Sicks became daily
more powerful and seized upon several places in distant parts of the Suhah
of Lahore. They also began to perform public pilgrimages to the Holy
Tank at Amrutsur without molestation.”

The Jullundur District Gazetteer, 1904, page 29, supports this view.

2 Chahar Gulzar Shujat, 373a ; Ah-ud-din, 106a; Raj Khalsa, 10; Ittkas-
t-Ramgarhian, 410-1; Sarkar, 1, 422-3.
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Nadir Shah had denuded the treasury of Lahore and had
laid heavy impositions on the Government officials and the
people. The result was that the Khan Bahadur had nothing
to pay to his troops, who wer e constantly clamouring for their
dues. The Viceroy ordered his Diwan, Lakhpat Rai, to make
the payment to the soldiers and, on his failure to do so,
imprisoned him. The Diwan s brother, Jaspat Rai, secured
orders from Zakariya Khan to check the accounts of govern-
ment officials and to call for arrears. This measure brought
sufficient money to meet the demands of the troops. The
Diwan was consequently set free, but the work of account
checking continued unabated.’

In course of time came the turn of Adina Beg Khan, who
had also failed in paying hisrevenues to the Lahore Govern-
ment. It seems likely that he could not realise revenue
from the people on account of their having suffered during
Nadir Shah's invasion. He might also have pursued the
usual policy of keeping the people pleased with the new
government under him. Adina Beg knew that the wrath of
the Diwan was bound to fall upon him, so he immediately
went to Lahore and visited Lakhpat Rai alone at night to
apologise. The Diwan did not listen to his entreaties and
Adina Beg and his two assistants, Bhwani Das and Nidhan
Singh, were imprisoned and Shahnawaz Khan, the younger
son of the Khan Bahadur, was given charge of the Jullundur
Doab.

The delinquents remained in prison for a year. Then
Bhwani Das was released on the security of his brother,
Sri Niwas. Adina Beg one night escaped and retired tothe
hills to avoid capture. Bhwani Das was thereupon re-
arrested and ordered to render account of the income and
expenditure. He respectfully replied that he would disclose
the accounts only in the presence of his master, Adina Beg
Khan. He was at once put into a large pot and was half-

! Ahwal-i-Adina Beg Khan, 51b-52a.
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boiled, but even then he did notyield.! Lakhpat Rai was so
much impressed with theloyalty of Bhwani Dasthat hetook
him out of the boiling pot, ordered hisphysicianstotreat him
and asked him to beg for afavour. Bhwani Das requested
the reinstatement of Adina Beg Khan, which was granted.
After awarning Adina Beg Khan was awarded a robe of
honour (khildt)® and was appointed to the Deputy Governor-
ship under Shahnawaz K han.?

Thisincident taught Adina Beg Khan aterrible lesson—
not to fail in remitting the government revenuesregularly
and punctually, and he was never found wanting in this
respect during the rest of hislife. Besides, he became so
tactful that he could successfully commit acts of disloyalty
towards his chief without giving himtheleast suspicionthus
retaining his confidence even long afterwards. This he
cleverly managed by playing on one or other of his weak-
nesses. He kept the young Governor so pleased by his
administrative ability and good behaviour that Shahnawaz
Khan never interfered with him and AdinaBeg Khan gained
complete control over the government.

! Ibid, 52.
e (p) 28 s e Hlmay | ae 231 e itV
oS T GIST 51 oy wdage (08) 08 o soaili CONSY
;Aul,C;;,USMT LN WY e GV o sl B S
oS 8 e WS oS e Aes dpld Bl g ol e W
roks wd Jaggee 2gs wialm apmlytly
2 A khilat was composed of a turban, a girdle and a piece of cloth for a
gown. It was meant to dress the whole body from head to foot and was
properly called saropa. For persons of importance was added a double
piece for a gown and a shorp gown with short deeves. It was then called
a saropa of five or dx pieces. One piece of light brocade was also
added for long drawers. Al these pieces were of muslin, embroidered in
gold, silver and silk upon the most elegant pattern. (Cf. Seir, 1. 15).
" Ahwal-i-Adina Beg Khan, 53a; Imad-i-Saadat, 107b. Bute Shah on

folio 242b sates that it was Adina Beg Khan who was boiled in a
kettle-drum by Zakanya Khan.
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3. Adma Beg Khan and Shahnawaz Khan,
July, 1745 to March, 1748

Zakariya Khan died on 1st July, 1745. He left behind
him three sons, Yahiya Khan, Shahnawaz Khan and Mir
Bagi. Zakariya Khan's wife was the sister of Nawab Qamr -
ud-din Khan, the Grand Wazir of Delhi, and all these three
brothers were the sons from the same mother. Yahiya
Khan, the eldest brother was married to the daughter of
Qamr-ud-din Khan and thus the Delhi Wazir was his
maternal uncle as well as his father-in-law.

The Wazir was anxious that Yahiya Khan should succeed
his father; but the Emperor, Muhammad Shah, was against
this proposal, as he did not want to make the Panjab a
stronghold of the Turani party. The Wazir was, however,
determined to keep the Panjab for hisfamily and he secretly
sent Yahiya Khan, who was at that time in Delhi, to take
charge of his father's government. Shahnawaz also arrived
at Lahore soon after and demanded a division of the
patrimony. This settlement was delayed and the troops of
both the brothers came to blows. In the end peace was
patched up. Shahnawaz Khan was paid a certain amount
of cash and jewels, whereupon he withdrew to his faujdari
in the Jullundur Doab. The Wazir then begged the viceroy-
alty of the Panjab for himself. After long hesitation and
persuasion the Emperor agreed and appointed Yahiya Khan
Deputy Viceroy on 3rd January, 1746.

Adina Beg Khan now found himself placed politically
under Yahiya Khan. Yahiya Khan had no control over
Shahnawaz Khan and, in order to maintain his sway over
the Jullundur Doab, which was the most fertile part of the
Panjab, he treated Adina Beg Khan with great considera-
tion. Adina Beg Khan played his part so cautiously and
consummately that he won the trust of Yahiya Khan, retain-

! Anand Ram, 289 : Sarkar, I, 193.
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ing at the same time the confidence of Shahnawaz Khan,
though the brothers were openly hostile to each other. He
gave positive proof of hisloyalty to the Lahore Viceroy by
persecuting the Sikhs, when the latter's minister, Diwan
Lakhpat Rai, carried on a hard campaign against them from
April to June, 1746

After some time Shahnawaz Khan rose in insurrection
against his brother. He came to Lahore on the 21st
November, 1746, encamped near Shalamar Garden and,
through Diwan Surat Singh, called upon Yahiya Khan to
make a complete division of his father's property. Adina
Beg Khan, Kauramal and Hashmatullah ranged themselves
on the side of Shahnawaz Khan. Yahiya Khan was unwil-
ling to pay him anything, while at the same time he avoided
fighting. The discussion was prolonged and no decision was
arrived at. The soldiers of both the brothers often cameto
blows. At last Yahiya Khan, with all his old and new
chiefs, such as Mumin Khan, Lakhpat Rai, Mir N'emat
Khan, and Mir Amin Beg, came out of Lahore and a sharp
engagement took place. Y ahiya Khan then ended the dispute
by paying Shahnawaz Khan Rs. 600,000 from his father's
treasure.

Shahnawaz Khan thereupon retired towards Batala,
where he seized many places belonging to Yahiya Khan
and brought a number of neighbouring chiefs under his
jurisdiction. This annoyed the Lahore Viceroy, who pre-
pared for another fight. Shahnawaz, on hearing it, came
to Lahore and encamped near the tomb of Hazrat Ishan.
The battle began on the 17th March, 1747. Adina Beg led
the attack and succeeded in forcing Mumin Khan out of his
trenches. Next day Shahnawaz delivered the assault in
person. Mir Mumin was defeated and captured. Yahiya's
soldiers, whose salaries had been in arrears for the past
four or five months since the commencement of hostilities,

! Ratan Singh, 389-90; Gyan Singh, 678.
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flocked into the city and clamoured for the payment of
their dues. They were easily seduced by Shahnawaz
Khan. He entered Lahore quite unopposed on the 21st
March, seized the property of Y ahiya and took him captive.
He appointed Kauramal his Diwan in lieu of Lakhpat Rai
and confirmed Adina Beg Khan in the civil and military
charge of the Jullundur Doab *

The usurpation of the Panjab government could not be
brooked by the Delhi court, but no drastic action wastaken
against Shahnawaz Khan, because the Wazir, Qamr-ud-din
Khan, first wanted to secure the release of his son-in-law,
Y ahiya Khan, who in case of the despatch of a force from
Delhi might be put to death. Nawab Qamr-ud-din-Khan
wrote several conciliatory and then threatening letters to
Shahnwaz Khan demanding the liberation of Yahiya Khan.
But he always received a reply that Y ahiya Khan'sfreedom
from captivity depended on his own conflrmanon in the
viceroyalty of the Panjab under a royal rescript®.

Y ahiya Khan, however, found means four months later
by the contrivance of his aunt, Dardana Begam, who was
a sister of Zakariya Khan and wife of Jani Khan, to get him-
sdf conveyed in a Khwan, a vessel three feet in length and
two feet in breadth, railed in and covered with a cupola of
lattice work, over which a piece of broad cloth was thrown
to shelter the whole. He was safely carried out of his
prison-house, through the guards to the city gate, where
mounting on an excellent horse already awaiting him, he set
out at a gallop and was soon out of his brother's reach. In
a few days he arrived at Shahjahanabad to remove a great
anxiety from his father-in-law's mind.?

! Anand Ram, 289-95 and 304, Ashub, ii, 451-2; Tankh-i-Muzatfan,
73a-b; Khushwagt Rai, 76 ; lbrat Migal, il, 55a; Sohan Lai, |, 113-4; Ah-ud-
dm, 106b.

2 Ashub, ii, 452; Bayan, 161; lbrat Migal, 11, 55a,

3 Anand Ram, 304-5; Bayan, 161, Ashub, ii, 452-3 ; Siydr, 111, 12; Tankh-t-
Muzaffari, 73b, lbrat Migal, Il, 55a; Ah-ud-din, 106b. (When Shahnawaz
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Shahnawaz Khan knew that he had hopelessly broken
with the Delhi Emperor by ousting hislawful nominee, but
he had hoped for reconciliation so long as his elder brother
was in captivity. But with his escgpe at the end of July
this ray of hope was aso gone. He, however, made one
more effort. He despatched his agent to the imperial capital
with the request that his misdeed be forgiven and that he
should be appointed the deputy viceroy under the Wazir.
The envoy reached Delhi on the 3rd September, 1747, but
nothing came of this embassy.*

Shahnawaz now felt sure that the retribution of the
Emperor and his Wazir must fall upon him. Consequently
he turned his mind in all directions to secure support. At
this juncture the political horizon of India was suddenly
overcast with clouds. Nadir Shah was murdered on the
9th June, 1747, and his generalship passed on to Ahmad
Shah Abdali, who conquered Kandahar and Kabul and be-
came master of Afghanistan as far as Peshawar. Though
it was a big kingdom, it was not sufficient for his ambition.
He determined to try his luck further. With Peshawar as
a suitable base, the man-power of Afghanistan behind him
and no hindrance in front, Indiathe El Dorado of western
people, became his object.

Shahnawaz Khan was now advised by Adina Beg Khan
to open communications with Ahmad Shah Abdali.“ Con-
Khan got angry with his aunt, she silenced him with a single sentence.
"If by chance Yahiya Khan had imprisoned you, | would have secured
your release aso by any means in my power." lbrat Migal, 11, 55a,
Bayan, 161)

! Anand Ram, 300 ; Sarkar, 1, 195.

2 9yar, 11, 16.

Sayyid Ghulam Husain says that " the adviser of the young Viceroy at
this time was Adina Beg Khan, who was a devil under the appearance of
man. He was resolved to overset his master's power and to raise his own
onitsrums. He addressed him in these words : ' Y ou are no morethan a
nephew to Wazir Qamr-ud-din Khan, but your elder brother, Yahiya
Khan, is his son-m-law besides. He has gone to make complaints against
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sequently, Shahnawaz Khan despatched his envoy to Ahmad
Shah with the message™ Crown to Ahmad Shah and Wazir-
ship to Shahnawaz/" He also declared himself a convert
to the Shia religion and in his official sed replaced the
names of the Mughal Emperors by the twelve Imams with
a vie\év to win the favour of the Persian soldiery of Ahmad
Shah.

Adina Beg Khan then probably to secure the confidence
of the Delhi Government, informed the Delhi Wazir that
Shahnawaz Khan was turning rebel against the authority of
the Mughal Emperor and that he had invited help of
Ahmad Shah Abdali. The Wazir was very much perturbed
at this news, and he at once wrote to Shahnawaz Khan
a conciliatory and affectionate letter saying that " their
family, at all times attached to the Emperors of India,
had never been defilad by the crime of ingratitude and
treason. Beware of such a crime ; beware of thinking that a
traitor can thrive. It is apity that a man like you should
wish for the honour of obeying Ahmad Abdali, the Yasawal,
rather than that of driving such a fellow from the frontiers
of Hindustan. Would not the five provinces of Kabul,
Kashmir, Thatta, Multan and Lahore fall into your hands
in such a case, and would not your good uncle exert himself
in supporting you with all the power of the Empire?*
This letter had the desired effect. The reprorch for treason
and the hope of a bright future touched the young man's
heart. He prepared to oppose the invader, whom alittle
while before he had invited.

you in the court. Rest assured that neither the Emperor nor the Wazir
would leave you undisturbed in the full enjoyment of two governments.
You have only one recourse of joining Ahmad Shah Abdah's party. He
is a powerful and successful man and openly aspires to the Crown. He
will look upon your joining him as the most unexpected favour which
heaven could confer upon him.'"

! Mishtn, 40; Siydr, m, 17; Alt-ud-din, 106b
2 Bayan, 160 ; Tankh-i-Salatin-i-Afghanan. 145; Ibrat Migal, |i, 55a.
Siydr, in, 17; cf. Tarikh-t-Salatm-i-Afghanan, 145-7.
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Ahmad Shah Abdali was so much astonished at the
proposal of Shahnawaz Khan of making him a present of
the two provinces of Lahore and Multan, that he acknow-
ledged the divine interposition on his undertaking. He
immediately ordered the agreement to be drawn up, got it
witnessed and guaranteed by the principal officers of his
army and then sent it to Lahore by a person of distinction.
He had no fear of the Delhi Government, because, while in
attendance with Nadir Shah, he had fully observed the
weakness of the Empire, the imbecility of the Emperor, the
negligence of his ministers, and that spirit of mdependence
which had crept in anong the court grandees.

Ahmad Shah summoned all the Afghans of the Khyber
Pass to join him. He then matured a plan of invasion, left
Peshawar by the middle of December, 1747, crossed the
rivers by bridges of boats, his track being marked by rapine,
plunder and devastation, and encamped at Shahdara near
Lahore on the 8th January, 1748. He had a force of nearly
18,000 soldiers but was absolutely without artillery.?

He had sent his ambassador, Harun Khan Sadozai, from
Peshawar to Lahore to settle the plan of campaign with
Shahnawaz Khan. The Viceroy proudly asked the messenger
ina careless manner, " How is brother Ahmad Khan ?"
Harun Khan replied, "I do not know brother Ahmad
Khan, | come from the Durrani Emperor.™ Thereupon both
exchanged hot words. The Khan's proud and haughty
bearing offended the youthful viceroy, and the envoy was
immediately dismissed. On hearing thisAhmad Shah was
upset, but his spiritual guide, Sayyid Muhammad Sabir Shah,
pressed Ahmad Shah to allow him to proceed in advance
to bring Shahnawaz back to allegiance. Consequently, he
left the Durrani army at Rohtas and advanced towards
Lahore by rapid marches.

" Siydr, 111,9, 17, 18.
2 Anand Ram, 325; Bayan, 162; Tankh-i-Muzaffari, 74a; Tarikh-i-
Ahmad, 7.
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Sabir Shah's fame as a magician had preceded him, and
people said that he had come to Lahore in order to render
the Mughal artillery powerless by his charms. On hearing
of this extraordinary man's arrival, Shahnawaz Khan sent
Adina Beg Khan and his Diwan Kaufamal to know his
purpose. The holy man replied: " | have no business with
any of you, nor do | intend you any harm. | have come
only because | cannot help remembering that | was born in
this city, had connections with some of its citizens, and am
under obligation to some of its former rulers. | cannot help
feeling for them all. | may tell you that faithlessness had
never proved successful, neither is it an object of approba-
tion with God or man, nor is your sabre equal to Ahmad
Shah Abdalfs sabre” He was yet speaking, when a voice
from behind broke out in this exclamation, " |Is his sabre of
iron and ours of wood?* " No," was the reply, " your
sabre, as well as his, is of iron, but your fortune is not equal
to his. His star is now in ascension and | do not see that
yours keeps pace with it." He saw Shahnawaz Khan and
tried to persuade him in soft and sweet words, saying
that he himself had invited the invader and that to break
hisword afterwards was not proper. When these words
failed to have their desired effect, Sabir Shah indignantly
rebuked the young Viceroy. Shahnawaz was enraged, and
put Sabir Shah to death by pouring molten silver into his
throat.

On hearing of this outrage Ahmad Shah thought no more
of negotiation and on the 10th January ordered his troops
to ford the river one by one. They took up their position
at the Shalamar Garden, four miles east of Lahore.
Shahnawaz also, at the head of 70,000 horse and foot, with
good artillery occupied an entrenched position at the fort
of Hazrat Ishan (Mianmir) and near Shah Balawal in the
Parvizabad suburb. These two divisions met the enemy on

! Bayan, 163-4; Srydr, |11, 17; Husain Shahi, 20; Tarikh-i-Muzaffan,
74a ; Tarikh-i-Salatin-i-Afghanan, 146 ; Ibrat Migal, |1, 56a; Tankh-i-Ahmad,
6: Tankh-i-Ah. 123.
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the 11th January. A fierce contest took place, but neither
side made any marked impression. Shahnawaz's notable
chief, Hashmatullah Khan, lost hislife on that day.

The battle raged in this manner till evening. At dusk
the Indian soldiers, thinking the fighting over, began to
retire to their camps in complete disorder, as was usual
with them. They were attacked by the Afghans, who
showered on them such sharp volleys of musket fire that
they were hopelessly routed. No Indian commander came
forward to rally the fleeing soldiers, except AdinaBeg Khan
who, finding the cause of Shahnawaz Khan hopeless, wished
to retain his confidence by a determined action only for a
short time. He took shelter under the walled city and
continued the fight, keeping the Afghans from proceeding
farther than the tomb of Hazrat Ishan. Shahnawaz Khan
had guarded all the gates and streets and had sent a force
under Jumla Khan,! an Afghan of Kasur, who, instead of
fighting, immediately went over to the enemy with his
whole force.

Shahnawaz Khan had asked the Emperor and the Wazir
for assistance, but no reinforcements were forthcoming*
Finding Lahore untenable he decamped for Delhi, leaving
Lahore at dead of night the same day, with all the jewellery
and gold he could carry. His example was followed by his
officers and soldiers, and Lahore fell into the hands of the
conqueror without any further opposition. The outer por-
tions of the city, especially Mughalpura, were completely
laid waste ; but the city was spared at the request of Mir
Mumin Khan, Sayyid Jamil-ud-dm Khan, Mir Amin Khan,
Mir Némat Khan, Lakhpat Rai, Surat Singh and others, who
had now escaped from prison, on the promise of a ransom
of 30 lakhs, 22 lakhs of which was paid the same day.?

! Zilla Khan of Elliot, viii, 106 and Jah Khan of Sohan Lai, i, 123, is
Jumla Khan, an Afghan chief of Kasur.

2 Anand Ram, 328; Tarikh-i-Muzaffan, 74a; Ah-ud-din, 108a; Sohan Lai,
i,123.
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Shahnawaz Khan had left the whole of his camp equipage,
artillery, elephants, camels and horses, in the possession of
Ahmad Shah Durrani. These contributed greatly to aug-
trent his military resources, as well asto add to his pomp
and glory. Abdali stayed in Lahore for a month and a
quarter and compelled all the chiefs of the Panjab, including
Ranjit Dev of Jammu, to render him allegiance and pay
homage. With a view to exercise the prerogative of royalty
and following the Indian custom, he also struck his own
coins in Lahore® Thus when he felt quite confident of
meeting the imperial army on an equal footing, he left
Lahore for Delhi on the 19th February leaving Jumla Khan
of Kasur as his governor in the provincial capital.?

The flight of Shahnawaz Khan to Delhi had stirred that
indolent court, and the Emperor despatched a huge army of
two lakhs under Wazir Qamr-ud-din Khan to check the
progress of Ahmad Shah Abdali, who continued his advance
until he met the Mughal army at Manupur on 11th March,
1748. In this battle Wazir Qamr-ud-din Khan was slain;
but his son, Muin-ul-Mulk, defeated Ahmad Shah's army,
which fled back to Afghanistan. Adina Beg Khan, who was
in close attendance on Muin-ul-Mulk, was twice wounded
in this battle.®

4, Adina Beg Khan under Muin-ul-Mulk
April, 1748 to November, 1753

After the battle of Manupur, the imperial army rested
on the Sutlej till the 12th April, when under Prince Ahmad
Shah it left for Delhi, and Muin-ul-Mulk went to Lahoreto

1Fordeteulscf J.A.S.B.,Vol.LIV. 1885, p. 69.
® Tartkh-i-Ahmad Shahu 67 Anand Ram, 325-32; Bayan, 164; Zafar
Namah, 3a-4b; Siyar,|ll,17-8; Khazan-i-Amira, 97; Tankh-i-Muzaffari,
74a;|rshad-u|-Mustqim, 294b; Tartkh-i-Ahmad, 7; Tankh-i-Ali, 125-6;
Tarikh-i- Salatin-t-Afghanan, 147-8; lbrat Migal, ii, 56b-57a; Gulzar-i
Shahi, 523-4; Ah-ud-dm, 107b-108a ; Husain Shahi, 25.
2 About Adina Beg cf. Anand Ram, 358 ; Zafar Namah, 9b; Sarbdr, i,
228-9.
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take up his new cost as Viceroy of the Panjab, to which
he had been appointed by the Emperor Muhammad Shah.
M uin-ul-Mulk appointed Kauramal his Diwan and confirm-
ed Adina Beg Khan in the Faujdari of the Jullundur Doab.
Muin found absolute anarchy prevailing in the country, for
which the Sikhs were chiefly responsible. Haro Singh and
Karora Singh in the Sirhind territory, Jassa Singh Ahluwalia
in the Jullundur Doab, Laja Singh and Hari Singhin the
Bari Doab and Charat Singh in the Rachna Doab were
audaciously creating disturbances everywhere.!

Muin was not the man to allow such a state of affairs to
exist. Having established himself in Lahore by June, 1748,
he despatched punitive expeditions in pursuit of the Sikhs.
The laurels which Muin had won at the battle of Manupur
inspired awe in the minds of the Sikhs, who retreated before
his contingents. At the same time Adina Beg Khan was
given strict instructions to curb the power of the Sikhs, who
had become supreme in the northern hilly portions of the
Doab. He " began as formerly to intrigue W|ththe Sicks,
and took no effectual means to suppress them."“ He, how-
ever, led an expedition against them and in the engagement
which followed both the parties lost heavily, the Sikhs
alone leaving about 600 dead on the battle-field. AdinaBeg
Khan, in view of the superior number of the Sikh forces,
had to give up the struggle. He returned to Jullunduré the
seat of his government, and sought help from Muin.” In
the meantime the rains had set in and all further operations
were suspended.

After the rainy season the Sikhs again began to stir out
in search of fresh adventures, and in October they decided
to celebrate the Diwali festival at Hari Mandir. They
bathed in the tank, said prayers at the temple, illuminated

! sohan Lal i, 127-8.
2 Browne, li, 16.
% Sohan Lal 1, 128 ; Browne, |i, 16; Bakhtmal 67.
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the, whole place and made offeringstotheHoly Granth. All
this they did, but they were not oblivious of the impending
danger from the government of Muin-ul-Mulk. Accordingly
five hundred of them took shelter within the fort of Ram
Rauni, while the rest hid themselves in the neighbouring
jungle with a view to render help to the garrison in case of
an emergency.

Khushwaqgt Rai, the author of Kitab-i-Tarikh-i-Panjab
(folios 83-4) continues the story in the following words:
" Nawab Mir Mannu, on hearingthis news, marched with
troops to chastise them. Under his orders Adina Beg Khan
alsojoined him. Havingarrived at Amritsar theylaid segeto
the fort of Ram Rauni, which isnow known as Ramgarh.
The siege continued for four months and daily skirmishes
took place! During this period two hundred Sikhs of the
garrison were killed. The rest wrote to Jassa Singh Thoka
(carpenter), who was in the service of Adina Beg Khan,
that he, being on the side of the Muslims, was the cause of
their ruin, and if he did not come that day totheir help and
rescue, he would never be readmitted into the fold of their
church.?

" Jassa Singh, in consideration of his co-religionists,
deserting Adina Beg Khan entered the fort in the night.® It
strengthened the perseverance of the besieged. At this
time Kauramal was the Diwan, who was a believer in the
religion of Nanak Shah. Jassa Singh Thoka sent a message
to the Diwan to this effect, * The garrison can secure relief
only through your efforts. If you try, three hundred lives

! Ratan Singh (401) says that Muin's troops were very much harassed
by the night attacks of the Skhs who came in large numbers to succour
their brethren in thefort.

2 Jassa Singh had been excommunicated from the Khalsa brotherhood
for Killing his daughter (Ratan Singh, 402; Gyan Singh, 687), and probably
for deserting them when deputed to Adina Beg Khan.

% Jassa Singh headed a contingent of 100 Sikhs and 60 Hindus on this
occason. Ratan Smgh, 402; Gyan Singh, 687.
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can be saved. Kauramal made a request to the Nawab,
saying, ' The Sikhs always cause confusion and disorder. It
will be advisable, if you settle something (adsis  sua) for

these people. They will not create disturbances afterwards,
and | will be responsible for it." Adina Beg Khan, however,
dissented (apparently out of jealousy for Kauramal). Muin
said, ' Whatever Kauramal does, is always to the advantage
of the government.' Adina Beg Khan remarked, ' Goodness
to evil-doers is doing evil to good people. The Nawab
replied, ' It is better to stitch the mouth of a dog with
morsels. He approved of Kauramal's suggestion, granted
them one-fourth of the revenue of the parganah of Patti and
came back to Lahore. Kauramal took a number of Sikhsin
his pay and showed them all indulgence. Being a believer
of the Guru he paid the Sikhs a fine of Rs. 5 per day for
smoking"**

Diwan Kauramal was the most trusted and the most
capable officer of Muin-ul-Mulk. The Viceroy was so
pleased with his valour, diplomacy and loyalty that he
appointed him Governor of Multan province after conferring
upon him the title of Mahargja. Muin aways sought his
advice on all important matters. Adina Beg's unbounded
ambition could not tolerate the existence of such a formid-
able personality and he was aways on the look-out to ruin
him. Thisopportunity was afforded to him during thethird
invasion of Ahmad Shah Durrani.

The Durrani entered the Panjab in December, 1751, and
besieged Lahore for four months. Neither Abdali for want
of artillery nor Muin for lack of reinforcements from Delhi
could make short work of this long affair. The whole

1 Cf. Ratan Singh, 400-4 and Gyan Singh, 684-7 (" It is supposed,”
says Forster, i, 314, " that their force would then have been annihilated ;
had not this people found a strenuous advocate in his minister Kauramal,
who was himsdf of the Khulasah sect and diverted Meer Munnoo from
reaping the full fruits of the superiority he had gained." Cf. Malcolm,
91-2.)
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country around Lahore within a radius of 50 miles was
entirely laid waste by the Afghans with the result that " no
lamp was lighted in any housefor a distance of three marches
and an extreme scarcity of grain prevailed in the camps of
both the armies"* In the city of Lahore flour was sold at
two seersto the rupee and in place of grass the horseswere
fed on old and rotten bags and chopped straw of huts even
of ten years standing.?

W hen starvation stared them in the face, Muin wanted
to precipitate an action, and accordingly he called a council
of war on the 4th March, 1752. Some desired peace, whereas
others were for fighting a decisive action. It was pointed
out by Kauramal that the Nawab's troops were mostly raw
levies and were no match in the open for the hardy warriors
of the north-west, that the country for miles around had been
foraged and ruined and therefore Abdalfs camp was also
short of provisions, and that shortly afterwards hot weather
would set in and Abdali's troops, finding the sun intolerable,
would either return or attack them at disadvantage.’

This was the wisest plan, but Adina Beg, who was always
opposed to Kauramal from policy, declared in favour of an
immediate action. The Viceroy, prompted by his own
ardour and courage, listened to the importunities of Adina
Beg Khan, who was actuated by the aim of bringing ruin on
Muin and Kauramal and securing his own appointment to
the Viceroyalty of the Panjab. Issuing from his entrench-
ments M uin advanced towards Abdali's camp,® and engaged
him in actions on 6th March, 1752, but wasdriven back with

! Misktn, 75.

2 Khushwaqt Rai, 85-6; Tankh-i-Muzaffari, 85a.

*Siyar, 111, 44,

* Khazan-i-Amtra, 98; Farhat-un-Nazxrin in Elliot, viii, 168; Siydr, iii,
44; Tarikh-i-Muzaffan, 85b; AhwaUi-Adma Bey 54a; Bakhtmal, 70;
Khushwagt Rai, 87; Irshad-uUMustgim, 294b; Tankh-i-Ahmad, 8; Tankh-i-
Salatm-Afghanan, 154; Shah Yusaf, 58b.

®Siyarili, 44; Sarkar, i, 431.
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loss. Kauramal, on coming to his aid, was slain.! Adina Beg
Khan treacherously withdrew his troops and Muin was
forced to surrender.

Muin went fearlessly to Abdali's camp, attended only by
three persons. Shah Wali Khan and Jahan Khan, the high-
est Afghan nobles, received him and presented him before
Ahmad Shah Durrani. The Durrani was struck with the
noble bearing, boldness of address and frankness of manners
of thisyoung man of parts, the victor of Manupur, at whose
hands he had sustained a defeat in 1748. The following
interesting conversation took place between them : —

DURRANI ... Why didn't you submit earlier?

MUIN .. | had then another master to serve.

DURRANI ... Why didn't that master come to your help ?

MUIN .. He thought his servant could take care of
himself.

DURRANI ... What would you have done if you had
captured me ?

MUIN ... | ' would have cut off your head and sent it to

my master at Delhi.

DURRANI ... Now that you are at my mercy, what should
| dotoyou?

MUIN ... Ifyou are a shopkeeper sell me (for aransom),
if you are a butcher kill me, but if you are a
king, grant me your grace and pardon.

DURRANI ... May God blass you, | pardon you !?

! Farhat-un-Nazirm in Elliot, vin, 168, charges Adina Beg with shooting
Kauramal from behind, while Ahwal-i-Adina Beg Khan accuses Bazid Khan
of Kasur of this crime. Ah-ud-dm, 111b, says that Kauramal was shot by
some person at the instigation of AdinaBeg Khan. Al other authorities
hold that Kauramal was killed by some person from amongst Mum'stroops,
and it seems probable that Adina Beg, if not directly, was responsible for
his death in an indirect manner. AdinaBeg's enmity with Kauramal is
admitted by Khazan-i-Amira, 98; Maasir-ul-Umara, |, 360; Tarikh-i-
Muzafan; 85b ; Irshad ul-Mustgim. 294b; and Shah Yusaf, 58b.

% Misktn, 79; Husam Shahi, 32-3; Khushwaqt Rai, 88; Ahwal-i-Adina
Beg Khan, 54b; Sohan Lal, |. 134-5 ; Tankh-t-Ahmad, 8; Tarikh-i-Salatin-i~
Afghanan, 154 ; Ah-ud-din, 112ab.
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Ahmad Shah embraced him, conferred upon him the title
of Farzand Khan Bahadur Rustamti-Hind, granted him a
robe of honour, an aigrette for the crest and the very turban
he was wearing, and installed him in the subahdari of the
Panjab on his behalf.

After the war, when matters returned to normal, reports
of Sikh ravages began to pour into Lahore from all parts of
the country. Muin-ul-Mulk immediately despatched Sadiq
Beg Khan in conjunction with Adma Beg Khan to punish
the Sikhs in the Jullundur Doab. Adina Beg Khan hailed
this opportunity to wash away the suspicions attached to
his treachery at Lahore during the recent campaign of the
Durrani.!

Both the commanders marched from Lahore with a strong
force and entered the Jullundur Doab in pursuit of the
Sikhs. They received intelligence that the Sikhs had as-
sembled near Makhowal probably to celebrate the Baisakhi
festival.? The Sikhs were taken quite unawares, because
they had received news of the Durrani siege of Lahore and
were sure that neither Muin nor his officers would be free
to turn their attention to them. They were deep in the
midst of their festivities when Adina Beg Khan and
Sadiq Beg Khan suddenly fell upon them and put a large
number of them to the sword, while the rest were forced to
escape for their life. But such was their hardihood and
doggedness that soon after they began to plunder again in
small parties.® Malcolm* blames Adina Beg Khan for the
Sikh plunders. He says: " That able but artful chief con-
sidered this turbulent tribe in no other light than as the
means of his personal advancement. He was careful not to

'Browne, il, 17.
31bid., 11, 17 calls it Holi, which is apparently wrong, as it fell on the

18th February, when Muin was shut up in trenches at Lahore hard pressed
by the Abdali.

* Browne, il, 17.
“Malcolm : Sketch of the Sikhs, 92.
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reduce them altogether, but, after defeating them in an
action which was fought near Makhowal, he entered into a
secret understanding with them, by which, though their
excursions were limited, they enjoyed a security to which
they had been unaccustomed, and from which they gathered
strength and resources for future efforts." Adina Beg
always tried and with almost uniform success to keep the
confidence of the Viceroy of the Panjab, under whom he
was serving. He found Muin following a ruthless policy
towards the Sikhs and he kept him in humour by sending
him from time to time 40 or 50 Sikh captives from the
Jullundur Doab, who were as a rule killed with wooden
hammers.*

In the course of his travels in the Upper Bari Doab,
either upon official duty or upon hunting expeditions, Adina
Beg was much attracted by the fertile district of Riyarki,
now called Gurdaspur and in 1752 he established a town,
named after him Adinanagar, at a place eight miles north of
Gurdaspur, on the Hasli Canal or Shah Nahar .2

5 Adina Beg Khan achieves the Viceroyalty of the Panjab
November, 1753 to October. 1756

Muin-ul-Mulk died suddenly, probably from the effects
of poison, on the 3rd November, 1753. His death was a

! Miskin, 84
Olefu sl S waly abd 51 ol Koy wid] Ll 86

e £ L}lﬁ ’?.g:ig‘_ e ),_\...w“ 2 M:M/M' ~ M;f )

2 Ahwal-i-Adina Beg, 61a-b.  Gurdaspur Gazetteer, 1891, p. 26, says that
it was founded in 1730 A D (1143 A H.) as shown by the Abjed chrono-
gram, " Khujista Bma." But according to the value of the letters of this
chronogram we get 1121 A.H. or 1709 A.D. which is absolutely wrong.

5 400 60 3 600
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signal for the forces of disruption and disorder to make head-
way. Muin had left a two-year-old son, who was now
proclaimed Viceroy, but the real power lay in the hands of
the masterful widow of Muin, Surayya Begam (by some
called Murad Begam, known as the Mughlani Begam) a lady
of remarkable address and unbounded ambition.

Bhikari Khan, surnamed Roshan-ud-daulah Rustam-i-
Jang, a Turki general and courtier of Lahore, who was " the
dearest friend and most trusted factotum of Muin," and the
" centre of all affairsinthe provincein his time,"* revolted
against the Begam. She, however, cleverly won over the
other Turki nobles and succeeded in removing the threat of
civil war. But another catastrophe soon fell upon her,
which cut off her hopes and left her in the lurch for some
time. The Baby-Governor died early in May, 1754, display-
ing the same symptoms of poisoning as his father.?

The domineering Begam now openly placed herself at the
head of the Government of the Panjab and despatched her
agents to Kandahar as well asto Delhi to secure approval.
The new Emperor, Alamgir I |, appointed Mumin Khan the
Governor of the Panjab on the 25th October, 1754, but his
authority was negatived by the Begam, in whose hands lay
the real control of government.® The Mughlani Begam
established herself securely in the seat of the provincial
government. But she soon fell into a course of pleasure
and abandoned modesty.* Eunuchs were the only medium
through whom the Mughlani Begam conducted the state
affairs. The Diwan, Bakhshi and other government officials
received her orders through eunuchs who never agreed
among themselves and constantly quarrelled.®

Siyar, 111,51; Sarkdr, i, 439.

2" Many people believed that Bhikari Khan poisoned the innocent
(child) through eunuch Zamurrad who had accessto him." Misktn, 97-8.

3 Delhi Chronicle, 115-6.

4 Miskm, 99, 122, 159-60, 230-1; Ghulam Ah, 26; Shiv Prashad, 33b;
Khazan-i-Amira, 98-9. (All contemporary authorities.)

® Miskm, 98.
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The eunuchs' rule and the Begam's profligacy disappoint-
ed the Turkish nobles who came from the same stock in
Central Asia as the Begam's father and husband and now
they wereresolved to defy suchadegraded authority. Bhikari
Khan was the first to rebel in January, 1754. He was,
however, confined by her in her palace and was beaten to
death in April, 1755.' In December, 1754, the Mughalia
courtiers decided that, " as a fissure had appeared in the
family honour of the late Nawab,"? the best course for them
was to entrust Khwajah Mirza Khan with the administration
of the province. Khwajah Mirzacame to Lahore, confined
the Begam in a house and assumed the viceroyalty of the
Panjab.®* But she cleverly managed to depute Khwajah
Abdullah Khan, her mother'sbrother, to Ahmad Shah Abdali,
whose troops restored her to authority® in April, 1755. In
July, 1755, Khwajah Abdullah confined the Begam to her
mother's house and became undisputed master of Lahore.®

In the face of such confusion and chaos, Adina Beg Khan
became independent of both the Delhi Emperor and the
Lahore Viceroy. He increased his resources and strengthen-
ed his position, with the result that he was the only man
who succeeded in maintaining peace and o