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PREFACE

HE chief purpose of the editor of this collection of addresses is

to provide materials for students of the history of American
thought. Herbert W. Schneider’s History of American Philosophy is
another, closely connected aspect of the same enterprise. Experience
in teaching this subject has shown that it is essential to provide both a
historical account of the career of ideas in America and examples of the
elaboration of these ideas in works of literary value. The History of
American Philosophy is designed to meet the first of these needs;
American Philosophic Addresses, 1700-1900, to meet the second.

After considering the various types of material which might be used
for the second purpose, the editor decided to use these addresses, be-
cause: (1) each is an outstanding example of a literary form much cul-
tivated in America; (2) each is a carefully prepared and clearly ex-
pressed formulation of a characteristic philosophic position; (3) to-
gether they give impressive evidence of the degree to which American
thinking for particular occasions in the major areas which the addresses
span was universalized by general considerations and led to philosophi-
cal formulation. A further consideration was that each address could
be presented in full as a finished composition and an adequate develop-
ment of a theme. '

In the introductions to the addresses an attempt has been made to
place each speech in its historical context, to define its relation to the
total thought of its author, and to indicate its salient points. Additional
data on the first topic can be found in the History of American Philos-
ophy.

In general the texts of the addresses have been reproduced as they
were found, with their many inconsistencies of typography and spell-
ing unchanged. Obvious typographical errors have been corrected,
and in a few cases forms of spelling and punctuation which would
hamper the modern reader have been altered to conform to present-
day usage. Except where indicated, all footnotes to the texts are those
of the authors. In a few cases, a complimentary closing bearing no
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relation to the theme of the address has been eliminated; with these
exceptions, the texts are complete.

The New York Historical Society has kindly consented to the pub-
lication of Cadwallader Colden’s “Introduction to the Study of Phylos-
ophy” from its manuscript collections. The editor has taken more lib-
erties in editing this manuscript than he has taken with the previously
printed texts. While attempting to retain the flavor of the original, he
has revised the spelling and punctuation throughout. In this case the
version here printed makes no claim to literal fidelity.

The editor is grateful for the facilities of the Columbia University
Library and the co-operation of its staff. Herbert W. Schneider gave
freely of both assistance and advice at all stages in the preparation of
this book; Eleanor W. Blau helped immeasurably, not only by such
tangible aids as the preparation of the manuscript and correction of
proof, but also in many intangible ways. The editor’s debt to them can
only be acknowledged, never repaid.

J.L.B.
Far Rockaway, New York
June, 1946
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INTRODUCTION

PHILOSOPHICAL
AND CULTURAL THEMES
IN THE AMERICAN ADDRESS






HE trends of thought which are exemplified in the addresses re-

printed in this collection surely show that the young American
nation had a vigorous intellectual life. Emerson’s comment that no
literature of moment had been produced in America from about 1800
to his own day reflects a narrowness of vision on his part rather than a
just analysis of the intellectual life of the country. His comment was
not isolated, however; it was repeated by many men on both sides of
the Atlantic. It carried the more weight because the American nation
was passing through a period closely analogous to human adolescence;
its physical growth was phenomenal; in the presence of the older and
more settled nations of the earth, the United States was either ag-
gressively boastful or extremely self-conscious. Alternately cocksure
and uncertain of itsclf, the young American people engaged in a great
deal of self-criticism.

The perennial question in the early stages of this discussion was, “Is
there an American cultural life,” and this question was usually ex-
pressed in terms of a “national literature.” Charles Jared Ingersoll
said that there was no national literature and could not be one, but that
“the influence of America on the mind” was practical. He declared
boastfully that America led the world in scientific and mechanical
pursuits, and he minimized its literary culture. The first half of his
position was generally agreed po, but it was by no means universally
conceded that there could be no literary culture in America. His em-
phasis on practicality led in its day to a controversy over the proper
function of education, which is represented here by one extreme state-
ment, that of Willis Hall, a lawyer and one-time Attorney General of
New York State. Hall, under utilitarian influence, defended the posi-
tion that the liberal arts or humanities have not bencfited civilization
and that American education, if it is to have any value, must minimize
the study of the humanities and concentrate on utilitarian, practical
studies. In his argument Hall shows the result of wide and critical
reading in the humanities. John Neal’s American Writers, a series of
articles in English periodicals, is a good illustration of an alternative
view of literature in America. So, too, Edward Everett in “The Cir-
cumstances Favorable to the Progress of Literature in America”
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pointed to elements of geography and of politics, which, he declared,
should make for the development of an original and vital cultural life
in the United States.

The discussion took a more significant turn, however, when the pos-
sibility of a national literature was admitted, and attention was given
to the question “What kind of literature is appropriate to a democ-
racy?” or “What are the peculiar obligations of an educated group, or
a group of literati, in a free society?” Various answers to this type of
question came from various sources. As a rough generalization, critics
who were politically Democratic, like George Bancroft, the historian
(whose History of the United States, said J. F. Jameson, was a vote
for Jackson), declared that the ultimate source of strength and of ideas
for the literary men of America had to be in the common people;
whereas Whig critics pointed to the dangers of rooting a culture in
the uncultured mass. Orestes A. Brownson, a radical Democrat, went
even farther than Bancroft, declaring that a popularly based culture
would come about only by revolutionary force of arms. Gulian C. Ver-
planck called attention to “The Advantages and Dangers of the Ameri-
can Scholar,” and the dangers he saw were shallowness and insincerity.
On the frontier men like Alexander Kinmont insisted that American
culture and American freedom issued from the same historic sources
and that both were rooted in the people. It remained for Ralph Waldo
Emerson to place the discussion on its highest, as well as its most demo-
cratic ground, by his representation of “The American Scholar” as the
delegated intellect of the community, as “Man thinking.” The scholar
and man of letters was to be rooted in the past and in the everyday
practical life of his own time, but was to be the intellectual representa-
tive of his kind, even as the Senator was their political representative,
to think the thoughts of his people, not under compulsion from them,
but under the influence of a deep and abiding kinship. Emerson gave
this theme a characteristically individualistic treatment, but a more
radical transcendentalist, Henry James the Elder, transmuted an ideal-
ism like that of Emerson into a belief that anti-individualistic social
democracy was to become the keynote of American cultural life. Henry
James declared this doctrine at an apt time: during the Civil War,
which separates sharply the maturity of American culture from its
adolescence.
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With Emerson’s “American Scholar” and James’s “Social Signifi-
cance of our Institutions” must rank Wendell Phillip’s discourse on
“The Scholar in a Republic.” Phillips declared that the duty of the
scholar was to make of himself a leader of the people in the demo-
cratic agitations of the day. He excoriated scholars for living in ivory
towers and for failing to take the popular side of the most vital prob-
lems of their age. Inheriting the themes of both Bancroft and Emer-
son, Phillips thought it the duty of the scholar in a republic to hold
his learning in trust for the people, to use it for their benefit only.
He asked, not subservience to the people, but informed and wise
leadership of the people. In the views of Emerson and Phillips there
is contained a sound and worthy answer to the question of what type
of culture is desirable in a democracy.

Because they are necessary for the formation of an enlightened pub-
lic opinion for the maintenance of democracy, the arts of communica-
tion are par excellence the democratic arts. The written and spoken
word is one of the many luxuries which are mass-produced in a democ-
racy. The central freedom is not freedom of thought; it is the freedom
to express one’s thought. What one merely thinks and does not com-
municate to others cannot possibly affect the established order. Only
when the attempt is made to convince and persuade others does think-
ing become dangerous. This is the heart of Ralph Barton Perry’s dis-
tinction between “ideas” and “ideals.” Ideals appear when ideas, “by
evoking a community of emotion and will, play a social and not merely
an individual role in human affairs.” !

Today the propagation of ideas has become a major industry in
America. Books, magazines, newspapers, the radio, the pulpit, and the
lecture platform descend into the arena and compete for the public
eye and the public ear. Freedom of expression has become a common-
place of our culture. In an earlier age the avenues of expression were
less numerous. Books were fewer, magazines but a handful, the radio
not even a fantastic dream. The pulpit and the lecture platform were
the chief roads to public attention, and the art of public speaking was
the vehicle for the expression of ideas. During the period which be-
gan with the stirrings which gave birth to the American revolution
and ended with the beginning of modern journalism, the spoken rather

! Ralph Barton Perry, Puritanism and Democracy, New York, 1944, p. 19.
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than the written word formed the American mind. During that period
of about a century and a half, oratorical ability played a central role in
American life. “Mostly U.S.A. is the speech of the people.” 2

The opportunities for the exercise of this art were many. Public
holidays of national or local importance, which are now only an ex-
cuse for a long drive into the country, were formerly the occasions for
celebrations at which at least one, and often more than one, orator
spoke at length. The public dinner and the public after-dinner speaker
were both usual; but the speaker was likely to deliver a lengthy ora-
tion rather than a string of empty platitudes or second-hand witticisms.
Even college clubs held meetings at which orators were heard. The
lyceum and the chautauqua circuits were developed, and their lecturers
usually spoke to full houses. Pulpit oratory was prized; an exception-
ally well-delivered sermon provided table-talk for a week. Political
oratory was the determining factor in elections, not merely a con-
cession to the public.

Charles Jared Ingersoll, in 1821, pointed with pride to the skill of
American speakers and to the ability of American listeners. In these
respects he contrasted America and England. More surprising to us
today is the respect for their audiences which is implicit in the selection
of themes of some of these older orators and in the development
which they gave to these themes. They seem to have believed that
nothing was over the heads of their audiences. Illustrations are too
numerous to catalogue; one example should, however, fix the point.
On May 19, 1725, there occurred in Maine a minor episode in the
history of the struggle between the Europeans and the American
Indians for possession of the territory. A young officer named Love-
well and his men were ambushed and destroyed by hostile Indians
after heroic resistance. At Fryeburg, Maine, on May 19, 1825, the
centenary of Lovewell’s Fight was celebrated, and a local celebrity
named Charles Stewart Daveis was the orator of the day. After re-
counting at length the details of the fight and the heroism of its
participants, he continued by delivering what made in print a thirty-
page essay of very high quality on the nature of popular government.
This occurred in what was at that time a backwoods community, part
of the frontier.

2 John Dos Passos, U.S.4., Modern Library Edition, p. vii.
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I do not mean to suggest that all the addresses, orations, lectures,
speeches, and sermons delivered between 1730 and 1890 were of so
high an intellectual caliber. It is not even true that most of them were.
There were speeches of incredible inanity, dreariness, and bombast,
which fully merit oblivion. They were bad enough to justify the com-
ment of Richard Hildreth in the first sentence of the preface to his
History of the United States: “Of centennial sermons and Fourth-
of-July orations, whether professedly such or in the guise of history,
there are more than enough.” Interspersed among the mediocre and
the bad, however, there were enough good addresses to leaven the
mass and to justify this collection.

Some of the addresses collected here were delivered before academic
audiences, some before church members, some before heterogeneous
popular audiences. All have one distinguishing characteristic: all are
speculative in nature. Although the reasoning in most is an attempt
to present a universal solution for a particular question, it is philo-
sophical reasoning. Fach address represents the attempt of a speaker
to put his position on record before a mixed audience, to persuade or
convince its members to share his point of view, and thus to influence
the course of events. Each of these addresses is, then, a popularized
statement of a philosophic outlook as well as a call to a particular ac-
tion or belief.

In both of these ways these addresses reveal their democratic charac-
ter. They are attempts to form public opinion on the issues out of
which they arose. They are also attempts to inform and enlighten, to
educate, the public, whose opinion is the true court of final appeal
in a democracy. In their time these speeches were a part of the educa-
tion of their auditors, and, in the sense in which Wendell Phillips
uses the term, the speakers were “agitators.”

The central problem of democracy is to keep open the channels of
communication. All citizens of a democratic country must be able to
find out what leaders of thought and leaders in practical life are think-
ing about the problems confronting the nation; each citizen must be
able freely and publicly to express and to defend his own opinion. This
open statement of diverse views leads to the formation of a public
opinion which represents the majority view of an informed electorate.
It is the cardinal tenet of the democratic faith that this public opinion
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is sounder than the opinion of the wisest individual, for it includes his
opinion, but transcends his prejudice and his self-interest. This is the
background of such a paean to enlightened public opinion as that spoken
by William Crafts before the Harvard chapter of Phi Beta Kappa in
1817:

Publick opinion! How shall I describe that invisible guardian of honour—
that eagle eyed spy on human actions—that inexorable judge of men and
manners—that arbiter, whom tears cannot appease, nor ingenuity soften—
and from whose terrible decisions there is no appeal? . . . I see it, watch-
ing with parental eye over the chastity of virtue, relaxing the grasp of
avarice, and melting the heart of cruelty. I see it impelling youth to fight
for their country, and soothing them in death. I see it standing in the stead
of religion, and enforcing it by penalties, more expeditious than its own. I
see it fortify the weakness of law, and preserve the moral sanity of states.
In these delightful offices, publick opinion is an angel on earth, and we
love and cherish, while we obey it. Such is publick opinion, when it is en-
lightened. Laws cannot counteract, nor legislatures repeal, nor magistrates
suspend it. . . . A nation cannot be virtuous, unless it be enlightened, for
it will be subject to its passions,—nor independent, for freedom is never
allowed to those, who do not know how to govern themselves—their rights
are always in danger, their liberties forever on the wing—nor great, for
ignorance generates selfishness.®

Perhaps the most interesting intellectual characteristic of the United
States and its citizens has been the rapidity with which scientific dis-
coveries have been utilized in practical inventions and have vastly
altered the economic life of the country. Although scientists themselves
may have been concerned only with the theoretical outcomes of their
research, popularizers have never been lacking to simplify their work
for public education. Nowhere has the interest of the average person in
science been greater ; nowhere has he been more willing to take a chance
on a new tool or a new technique. Although this readiness has led to
excesses, especially on the part of advertisers, it has been most valu-
able, especially in its by-product of a high standard of living.

Just as the practical results of scientific development have played an
important part in American economic and social life, its theoretical re-

8 William Crafts, 4n Oration on the Influence of Moral Causes on National Char-
acter, Cambridge, Mass., 1817, pp. 5-6.
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sults have played a major, if always controversial, part in intellectual
life. Scientific discoveries may be kept for a time from transgressing the
bounds of the established world-view. The stimulation which these dis-
coveries give to the speculative mind leads ultimately to the formula-
tion of new views, which inevitably conflict with the old. Thus, while
Cotton Mather was able to accept the Newtonian world-view as sup-
port for the traditional Christian theology, it was clear not very long
afterwards that Newtonianism was complemented by Deism rather
than by Christianity. The significance of the sciences in American
intellectual life can be measured by the extent to which they have come
to terms with religious belief.

Thus, the mechanistic physics of Cadwallader Colden, America’s
most distinguished early Newtonian, exemplified in this collection by
his “Introduction to the Study of Phylosophy,” was in itself not par-
ticularly dangerous to the religious tradition. When, a little later,
Benjamin Rush applied the same type of mechanistic thinking to
biology and spoke of “The Influence of Physical Causes upon the
Moral Faculty,” he was leading straight into infidelity. His doctrine
undermined such theological standbys as the doctrine of original sin
and led to a completely untraditional view of moral responsibility. The
orthodox reply to this position was well stated by President Wayland,
of Brown, who attempted to reconstruct the logic of science in such a
way as to make the Christianity of the scientist the criterion of his
science. ‘

John Neal and Job Durfee, stimulated by the science of their time,
stand here as representatives of those thinkers who followed Rush’s
lead. They believed that, through science and its results, man and his
institutions would develop and prosper. Durfee thought this progress
was inevitable; he believed that it would come regardless of the form
of government or the social or economic status of the people. Science
itself became creative, and, to that extent, divine. To counteract this
point of view, men such as Andrew Preston Peabody of Harvard, editor
of the North American Review, recognized the possibility of conflict
between religion and science in areas such as morals, but declared that
religion rather than science must be the ultimate authority.

All of this thinking preceded the Darwinian revolution. The full
effects of Darwin on philosophical and religious thought in America
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did not come until about 1870. From that time, a fight has been waged
from which religion is only now recovering. The Darwinian hypothesis
brought to a focus the tendencies toward a mechanistic or a biological
ethics which had been gathering strength since the time of Rush. Within
the arena of this conflict many minor engagements were fought, one
of which is exhibited here in the Phi Beta Kappa addresses of Oliver
Wendell Holmes in 1870 and Noah Porter in 1871. Holmes accepted
Rush’s belief in the influence of physical causes upon ethical and social
behavior, and, in general, advocated the continuance of mechanistic
thinking in science; in addition, he carried the fight into the opposing
camp by his insistence that religion itself applied an all-too mechanistic
calculus to the moral life. Porter’s reply described ethics as “the science
of man,” and asserted its supremacy over physical science, “the sciences
of nature.” Meantime, even such a conservative as James Woodrow lost
his position at the Presbyterian Theological Seminary at Columbia,
South Carolina, because he accepted the evolutionary theory and insisted
that it heightened the -glory of God and strengthened the design-
argument. Newton and Darwin and American thinkers who followed
out the implication of their science shook American intellectual life to its
foundations.

From time to time, as we have seen, the attempt to solve the im-
mediate problems of cultural life led to the formulation of the solu-
tions in terms of a philosophy of culture; similarly, the attempt to
come to terms with newer scientific developments led to the construc-
tion of speculative scientific philosophies. In much the same way, from
time to time, when there was some pressing issue to be discussed, the
occupants of American pulpits transcended the expression of purely
pastoral or merely doctrinal thoughts in their sermons and discussed
the current religious issue on the broad base of a philosophic theology.
These sermons were not summaries or popularizations of theological
treatises. They were original and trail-breaking developments in the-
ological thinking, and, as such, their influence was felt far beyond the
limits of theology. A selection of these sermons, each sensational in its
age, is presented in the third section of this anthology.

Oliver Wendell Holmes’s “Deacon’s Masterpiece; or, The Wonder-
ful One Hoss Shay” that “ran a hundred years to a day” and then
collapsed all at once symbolized the course of the New England the-
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ology. The sermon “God Glorified in Man’s Dependence,” by Jonathan
Edwards, illustrates how, in his theology, two of the points of earlier
Calvinist theology, that man’s chief end is to glorify God and that man
is totally dependent upon God were joined to provide a pietist basis
for the later New England theologians. Edwards maintained that the
sense of total dependence is man’s chief way of glorifying God. By so
doing, he at one and the same time psychologized the belief in total
dependence into the sense of total dependence and reinstated the
catechetical doctrine of man’s chief end. The last fruit of the New
England theology is to be seen in the sermon of Edwards A. Park,
“The Theology of the Intellect and That of the Feelings.” In this
sermon Park turns back to an Edwardean pietism with his theology of
the feelings as a corrective to the overextension of the sphere of the
intellect in theological thinking.

The conflict over the separation of church and state has passed
through several crises in American history. One such crisis is repre-
sented here by Ezra Stiles Ely who, in 1827, moved towards the idea
of a Calvinist-dominated state. Ely cleverly based his attack on reli-
gious freedom on the constitutional guarantee of freedom of religion.
His plan led liberal thinkers everywhere in the country to rush to the
defense of secularism.

Of the Unitarian development in American theology several stages
are exemplified. The earliest of these is William Bentley’s “Sermon in
Stone Chapel,” where the position taken is that of natural religion, in
which belief in God and in a future life are accepted, but greatest em-
phasis is placed upon moral development. In the next stage, represented
by William Ellery Channing’s “Likeness to God,” a transcendentalist
belief in the immanence of God in man leads to the belief that through
his likeness to God man’s moral development takes place. In the third
stage, that of Emerson’s “Divinity School Address” of 1838, the be-
lief in a God immanent in man produces an extreme religious indi-
vidualism which denies eternal value to the Scriptures and places em-
phasis on the religious inspiration of each man. Even farther than
Emerson went Theodore Parker, the most critical of the transcendental-
ists, who accepted the idea of progress not only as applied to cere-
monies and to the Scriptures but even as applied to man’s beliefs about
the nature of God. While Emerson and Parker were moving in these
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new directions, a conservative development of Unitarian thought was
also taking place, and within this movement James Walker asserted
that religion should be a matter of meeting an emotional need rather
than setting up an intellectual science, but denied the radical indi-
vidualism of the transcendentalists by insisting that this religious need
was to be satisfied through an ecclesiastical organization. The final stage
in the development of Unitarian thought was taken by Francis Elling-
wood Abbot, who took the short step outside the boundaries of Chris-
tianity, and formulated a humanistic “free religion” as the logical out-
come of the rejection of the divinity of Jesus.

A third, more conservative trend in American philosophical theology
is represented by the so-called “New Theology,” which is here given
in an early form in Horace Bushnell’s “Christian Nurture” and in a
later, more systematic form in Theodore T. Munger’s “Man the Final
Form in Creation.” This school of thought places much emphasis on
religious training rather than on catastrophic conversion, on the social
rather than the individual aspects of religious belief and practice, on
the sense of community with men rather than communion with God.
In Munger’s sermon it produced an excellent expression of the coming
to terms with evolutionary science which was the most frequent intel-
lectual activity of the end of the nineteenth century. Evolutionary
thought was the more readily acceptable because this school of theology
was historically grounded.

Even thus hastily passed in review, the addresses in this collection
are seen to stem from various sources, to be rooted in various soils. As
the problems of American life arose, solutions were sought in terms of
American philosophy and culture. In the diversity of the solutions lies
one of the most vital forces in the development of the United States.
Confronted by a real problem and offered alternative solutions, the
people of America were stimulated to thought. When, as in these ad-
dresses the solutions were expounded in a philosophical way, the people
were stimulated to reflective thought. Thus, diversity has served the
ends of democracy as unity never could.

Federalist and Republican, Democrat and Whig, Newtonian, Dar-
winian, Edwardean, Unitarian, Transcendentalist, Swedenborgian—
all have spoken their thoughts. They have placed their solutions of
immediate problems in the context of their total philosophical posi-
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tions and by speaking freely of ideas have contributed to the develop-
ment of an American public opinion. They have expressed themselves,
some with charm, some awkwardly, but fully in the public eye. They
have not retired into solitary musing, but have presented their ideas
in the open competition of the market place. They found listeners and
disciples, and though they dealt in ideas, they reached the masses. This
is the true dignity and function of the address in American life, to
bring “Man thinking” forth as “Man discoursing” to men listening
and themselves learning to think.
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AMERICAN independence was not achieved at one stroke. The Declaration
of 1776 and the bitter battles of the' Revolution served well to fix a political
independence which, in its origins, antedated both. Another war, that of
1812, was necessary beforc the United States could begin to feel themselves
economically independent of Britain. Finally the country began to move in
the direction of cultural independence—a movement as yet incomplete, and
one which many people consider impossible of completion.

Hints of the struggle for cultural independence came very early in the
existence of the United States as a nation. On the Fourth of July, 1788, for
example, Simeon Baldwin, in his oration at New Haven, declared:

The United States are particularly happy in a general diffusion of knowledge
and in the prospect of a greater improvement. Science cannot flourish in a land
that is blasted with a tyrant’s breath.—She is the companion of freedom, the child
of independence. Dependency of government insensibly carries with it a fatal
dependency of mind.—Men are too apt to think, that superior power is neces-
sarily connected with superior wisdom, and for modes of acting and modes of
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thinking, with reverence look up to those, on whom they are dependent. Even in
these States, we have found it a more difficult task to root out those unnatural
prepossessions, which tend to idolize the persons and productions of foreigners, to
the prejudice of humble merit among ourselves, than to break the chains of
political oppression.

Noah Webster’s attempt to force cultural independence on the United States
by the deliberate creation of an American English seems naive; the mere
change in the spelling of certain classes of words is unlikely to produce a
revolution in thought. Yet, when Joel Barlow wrote his Columbiad, he
accepted Webster’s reformed spelling as part of a conscious intention of
supplying the new country with an epic illustration of its principles. Barlow’s
Preface and Postscript to the Columbiad should both be read as an essay in
cultural nationalism. Again, in his address on being installed as president of
the University of Vermont in 1815, Samuel Austin appcars as a defender
of American culture.

If, in America, book-making is less a business than in Europe, and intellectual
effort has less excitement from the expectation of reward; yct the proper and
purest motives are as strong hcre, as in any other part of the world. We are less
exposed to be swayed by authority, and are less liable to be interrupted by revolu-
tion and war. That the mind is as vigorous and piercing, and as adequate to the
highest attainments here, as any where, we have evidence cnough in the names
of Edwards, Rhittenhouse, Franklin, Washington, Parson, Rush and many living
characters, whose names 1t might be somewhat indecorous to mention.

The true declaration of cultural independence, however, did not come
until 1823, when Charles Jared Ingersoll, then United States District
Attorney for Pennsylvania, delivered before the American Philosophical
Society “A Discourse concerning the Influence of America on the Mind,”
which is reprinted here. In his earlier work, 4 View of the Rights and
Wrongs, Power and Policy of the United States of America (Philadelphia,
1808), which was chiefly concerned with economic questions, Ingersoll in-
troduced a brief comment on the dependent state of American literature,
which he deplored as “a matter of regret to every friend of American litera-
ture.” His later discourse has as its purpose “to sketch the philosophic condi-
tion of this country and explain the influence of America on the mind.” The
success of American culture, he asserts, is founded on public-supported edu-
cation. The studies are practical and progressive; there are no vested interests
in any particular form of training. Therefore, “American education is better
adapted to enlarge and strengthen the mind, and prepare it for practical
usefulness.” The universality of American education is “the hand-maid of
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universal suffrage,” “every husbandman understands the philosophy of
politics better than many princes in Europe.” The common language shared
by England and the United States is a handicap in the establishment of an
independent literature; however, “independent of this foreign oppression,
the American mind has been called more to political, scientific, and mechan-
ical, than to literary exertion.” Also important in the development of an
educated citizenry are the press (free from government control) and the
cheapness and the number of books published. Here Ingersoll discusses the
need for a better copyright law to stimulate American authorship.

Political, scientific, and mechanical development is the burden of Inger-
soll’s remarks. He discusses the number of inventions for which patents have
been granted as an indication of the degree to which the useful arts and
sciences flourish in the United States; the advances of medical science espe-
cially in the control of disease as a sign of scientific growth. As the American
contribution to political life and theory, he describes the system of represen-
tation, which he calls “the great distinction between ancient and modern
government.” Representation in America is “real”; “thousands of springs,
gushing from every quarter, eddy onward the cataract of representative
democracy, from primary self-constituted assemblies, to the State Legisla-
tures, and the national Congress.” The effect of this multiplication of organ-
izations in the members is “to sharpen their wits, temper their passions, and
cultivate their elocution,” and to familiarize many of the inhabitants of the
country with the methods and practices of the deliberative and legislative
assembly. An incidental result is the high quality of American oratory.

The talent of effective oratory is much more common in America, where laws
are made, controversies are settled,”and proselytes are gained, by it, every day.
. . . Crowds of listeners are continually collected in all parts of this country
to hear cloquent speeches and sermons. . . . Thought, speech, and action, must
be perfectly free to call forth the utmost powers of this mighty art.

A further result is the multiplicity of laws which has led to a more careful
study of jurisprudence and ultimately will lead to a simplification of the law.

Ingersoll maintains, too, that there has developed in America an “Amer-
ican church . . . as justly entitled to that distinctive appellation as the
church of Rome, the church of England, the Gallican church, the Greek
church, or any others, to theirs respectively.” The American church is pre-
eminently Christian, for “whoever reads the text book of Christianity must
be convinced that it is the religion of self-government.” The cardinal prin-
ciples of the American church are “segregation from political connection and
toleration.” Tolerance in America does not mean that a dominant majority
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permits the mere existence of a minority religion, but “the absolute in-
dependence and equality of all religious denominations.” Segregation means
“that no human authority can in any case whatever control or interfere with
the rights of conscience.” Under these conditions of freedom, all churches
flourish; infidelity and indifferentism are rare.

Ingersoll’s discussions of all these points are rather statistical and quanti-
tative than qualitative. He seems to be concerned to point out that there is a
large and flourishing American culture, which is to be attributed to the
“influence of America on the mind.” He concludes with a very brief and
hardly successful attempt to “explain the political and physical causes of the
results, to which attention has been invited.” In substance, his explanation
is contained in his closing sentence: “Let our intellectual motto be, that
naught is done while aught remains to be done: and our study to prove to
the world, that the best patronage of religion, science, literature, and the
arts, of whatever the mind can achieve, is SELF-GOVERNMENT.”

THE INFLUENCE OF AMERICA ON THE MIND

PPOINTED to deliver the annual discourse of the American
Philosophical Sociery, 1 propose to sketch the philosophical con-
dition of this country, and explain the influence of America on the
mind. The task is not an easy one, owing to the extreme dispersion of
the materials. Elsewhere intellectual improvements are collected in
the accessible repositories of a metropolis, absorbing most of the intel-
ligence of a whole nation, and flourishing with artificial culture long
applied. In the United States we have no such emporium; the arts and
sciences are but of recent and spontaneous growth, scattered over ex-
tensive regions and a sparse population.

We will begin with the base of the American pile, whose aggrandise-
ment, like the pyramids of Africa, confounds the speculations of Europe.
While the summit and sides elsewhere are more wrought and finished,
America excels in the foundation, in which we are at least the seniors,
of all other nations. Public funds for the education of the whole com-
munity are endowments exclusively American, which have been in
operation here for several ages, while the most improved governments
of Europe are but essaying such a groundwork, which indeed some of
them dread, and others dare not risk. It is nearly two hundred years
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since school funds were established by that aboriginal and immortal
hive of intelligence, piety, and self-government, the Plymouth colony.
These inestimable appropriations are now incorporated with all our
fundamental institutions. By the Constitution of the United States it is
the duty of government to promote the progress of science and the use-
ful arts. Not one of the eleven new States has been admitted into the
Union without provision in its constitution for schools, academies, col-
leges, and universities. In most of the original States large sums in
money are appropriated to education, and they claim a share in the
great landed investments which are mortgaged to it in the new States.
Reckoning all those contributions federal and local, it may be asserted
that nearly as much as the whole national expenditure of the United
States is set apart by laws to enlighten the people. The public patron-
age of learning in this country, adverting to what the value of these
donations will be before the close of the present century, equals at least
the ostentatious bounties conferred on it in Europe. In one State alone,
with but 275,000 inhabitants, more than forty thousand pupils are in-
structed at the public schools. I believe we may compute the number
of such pupils throughout the United States at more than half a mil-
lion. In the city of Philadelphia, without counting the private or the
charity schools, there are about five thousand pupils in the Common-
wealth’s seminaries, taught reading, writing, and arithmetic, at an ex-
pense to the public of little more than three dollars a year each one.
Nearly the whole minor population of the United States are receiving
school education. Besides the multitudes at school, there are considera-
bly more than three thousand under graduates always matriculated at
the various colleges and universities, authorised to grant academical
degrees; not less than twelve hundred at the medical schools; several
hundred at the theological seminaries; and at least a thousand students
of law. Nearly all of these are under the tuition of professors, with-
out sinecure support, depending for their livelihood on capacity and
success in the science of instruction. In no part of these extensive realms
of knowledge is there any monastic prepossession against the modern
improvements. Not long since chemistry, political economy, and the
other great improvements of the age were excluded from the English
universities as innovations unfit to be classed with rhetoric, logic, and
scholastic ethics. Oxford and Cambridge, in the fine metaphor of
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Dugald Stewart, are immovably moored to the same station by the
strength of their cables, thereby enabling the historian of the human
mind to measure the rapidity of the current by which the rest of the
world are borne along. The schools are equally stationary. Notwith-
standing their barbarous discipline, and the barbarous privileges of the
colleges, they have always produced good Latinists and Hellenists.
But American education is better adapted to enlarge and strengthen the
mind, and prepare it for practical usefulness. In that excellent institu-
tion, the Military Academy, the dead languages are not taught, and
that kind of scholarship is postponed to sciences certainly more ap-
propriate to a military education. This is not the occasion to inquire
whether those standard exercises of the faculties and roots of language
may ever be supplanted without injury. But as it is certain that the
many great men who have received education at the English seminaries
is not a conclusive proof of their excellence, though often cited for the
purpose, so it is also true, that eminent individuals have appeared in
literature and science, without the help of that kind of scholarship. The
founder of the American Philosophical Society was not a scholar in
this sense; yet his vigorous and fruitful mind, teeming with sagacity,
and cultivated by observation, germinated many of the great discoveries,
which, since matured by others, have become the monuments of the
age: And whether science, politics, or polite literature, was the subject
of which Franklin treated, he always wrote in a fine, pure style, with
the power and the charm of genius.

Successive improvements in the modern languages, continually per-
fecting themselves under the prevalence of liberal ideas, have brought
them to a degree of moral certainty and common attainment, which
must render the dead languages less important hereafter. Their study
will be confined probably to a few; and may, perhaps, in the lapse of
time, perish under the mass of knowledge destined to occupy entirely
the limited powers of the human understanding. While, therefore, we
are discussing whether the learning of the ancient languages ought to
be maintained, innovating time is settling the question in spite of un-
availing efforts and regrets for the immortal authors of European
literature. Thus we may understand why the Latin and Greek lan-
guages are less cultivated in America than in Europe. Unfettered by
inveterate prepossessions, the mind, on this continent, follows in its
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march the new spirit that is abroad, leading the intelligence of all the
world to other pursuits.

Since the career of this country began, education on the continent of
Europe has severely suffered by political fluctuations, and continues to
be thwarted by political superintendence. Whatever science and litera-
ture accomplish there must be in spite of a perplexing and pernicious
education. Wanting the stability and tranquillity and security of free
institutions, their existence is in perpetual fluctuation and jeopardy.
The schools are regulated by one dynasty to-day, by another on opposite
principles to-morrow, as the instruments of each in its turn, employed
as much in unlearning what had been taught, as in learning what is to
be inculcated, continually molested and convulsed by state intrusion.
The arts and sciences which war requires and requites, may be encour-
aged and advanced: and fortunately for mankind, their extensive circle
embraces many in which peace also delights or may enjoy. The north-
ern universities have best preserved both their liberality and their use-
fulness. But in southern Europe, learning appears to be disastrously
eclipsed where it has never ceased to receive Pagan and Christian sacri-
fice for more than two thousand successive years.—Liberty, says Sis-
mondi, had bestowed on Italy four centuries of grandeur and glory;
during which, she did not need conquests to make her greatness known.
The Italians were the first to study the theory of government, and to
set the example of liberal institutions. They restored to the world,
philosophy, eloquence, poetry, history, architecture, sculpture, paint-
ing, and music. No science, art, or knowledge could be mentioned, the
elements of which they did not teach to people who have since sur-
passed them. This universality of intelligence had developed their
mind, their taste, and their manners, and lasted as long as Italian
liberty. How melancholy is the modern reverse of this attractive pic-
ture! When even freedom of thought can hardly breathe, and freedom
of speech or writing has no existence, revolution is the only remedy
for disorder; sedition infects the schools, rebellion the academies, and
treason the universities. In America, where universal education is the
hand-maid of universal suffrage, execution has never been done on a
traitor; general intelligence disarms politics of their chimerical terrors;
our only revolution was but a temperate transition, without mobs,
massacres, or more than a single instance of signal perfidy; every hus-
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bandman understands the philosophy of politics better than many
princes in Europe. Poetry, music, sculpture, and painting may yet
linger in their Italian haunts. But philosophy, the sciences, and the use-
ful arts, must establish their empire in the modern republic of letters,
where the mind is free from power or fear, on this side of that great
water barrier which the creator seems to have designed for the protec-
tion of their asylum. The monarchs of the old world may learn from
those sovereign citizens, the ex-presidents of these United States, the
worth of an educated nation: who, having made large contributions to
literature and the sciences, live in voluntary retirement from supreme
authority, at ages beyond the ordinary period of European existence,
enjoying the noble recreations of books and benevolence, without
guards for their protection, or pomp for their disguise, accessible, ad-
mired, protected, and immortalised. The Egyptians pronounced post-
humous judgment on their kings: we try our presidents while living in
canonised resignation, and award to those deserving it, an exquisite
foretaste of immortality.

In adult life we may trace the effects of the causes just indicated in
education. The English language makes English reading American:
and a generous, especially a parental nationality, instead of disparaging
a supposed deficiency in the creation of literature, should remember and
rejoice, that the idiom and ideas of England are also those of this coun-
try, and of this continent, destined to be enjoyed and improved by mil-
lions of educated and thinking people, spreading from the bay of Fundy
to the mouth of the Columbia. Such is the influence of general education
.and self-government, that already over a surface of almost two thou-
sand miles square, there are scarcely any material provincialisms or
peculiarities of dialect, much less than in any nation in Europe, I be-
lieve I might say than in any hundred miles square in Europe; and,
what is perhaps even more remarkable, the German, Dutch, and French
veins which exist in different sections, are rapidly yielding to the Eng-
lish ascendancy, by voluntary fusion, without any coercive or violent
applications. Adverting to the great results from the mysterious diver-
sity of the various languages of mankind, the anticipation is delightful
in the effects of the American unity of tongue, combined with universal
education throughout this vast continent,—the home of liberty at least,
if not the seat of one great empire.
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But speaking and writing the language of an ancient and refined
people, whose literature preoccupies nearly every department, is, in
many respects, an unexampled disadvantage in the comparative esti-
mate. America cannot contribute in any comparative proportion to the
great British stock of literature, which almost supersedes the necessity
of American subscriptions. Independent of this foreign oppression,
the American mind has been called more to political, scientific, and
mechanical, than to literary exertion. And our institutions, moreover,
partaking of the nature of our government, have a levelling tendency.
The average of intellect, and of intellectual power in the United States,
surpasses that of any part of Europe. But the range is not, in general,
so great, either above or below the horizontal line. In the literature of
imagination, our standard is considerably below that of England,
France, Germany and perhaps Italy. The concession, however, may
be qualified by a claim to a respectable production of poetry; and the
recollection that American scenes and incidents have been wrought by
American authors into successful romances, some of which have been
re-published and translated, and are in vogue in Europe; and that even
popular dramatic performances have been composed out of these inci-
dents. The stage, however, is indicative of many things in America, be-
ing engrossed by the English drama and English actors. But as a proof
of American fondness, if not taste, for theatrical entertainment, I may
mention here that an English comedian has lately received for per-
formances before the audiences‘of four or five towns, whose united
population falls short of four hundred thousand people, a much larger
income than any of the actors of that country receive in which this sort
of intellectual recreation is most esteemed. There would be no induce-
ment for strolling across the Atlantic, if the largest capital in Europe
afforded similar encouragement, taking emolument as the test, and
London with 1,200,000 inhabitants as the standard. As another remark-
able proof of the state of the stage in the United States, I may add
that an eminent American actor appears in the same season, (and it is
practicable within the same month) before audiences at Boston and
New-Orleans, compassing two thousand miles from one to the other,
by internal conveyance. Such is the philosophical, as well as natural,
approximation of place, and the unity of speech throughout that dis-
tance.
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In the literature of fact, of education, of politics, and of perhaps even
science, European pre-eminence is by no means so decided. The Ameri-
can schools, the church, the state, the bar, the medical profession, are,
all but the last, largely, and all of them adequately, supplied by their
own literature. Respectable histories are extant by American authors
of the States of Kentucky, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina,
Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, New York, New Jersey, Vermont,
Maine, Massachusetts, Connecticut, and New Hampshire; besides
some general histories of New England, and several geographical and
topographical works on Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri, contain-
ing histories of their settlements. Our national histories, inferior in
subordinate attractions to the romantic historical fictions of Europe, are
composed of much more permanent and available materials. In bi-
ography, without equal means, have we not done as much since we be-
gan as our English masters? In the literature as well as the learning of
the sciences, botany, mineralogy, metallurgy, entymology, ornithology,
astronomy, and navigation, there is no reason to be ashamed of our
proficiency. In mathematics and chemistry, our comparative deficiency
is perhaps the most remarkable. In grammatical researches, particularly
in the interesting elements of the Indian languages, American erudition
has preceded that of Europe, where some of the most learned and cele-
brated of the German and French philologists have caught from Ameri-
can publications, the spirit of similar inquiry. In natural and political
geography our magnificent interior has produced great accomplish-
ments, scientific and literary. The maps of America have been thought
worthy of imitation in Europe. Mr. Tanner’s Atlas, lately published,
is the fruit of a large investment of money and time, and reflects credit
on every branch of art employed in its execution. The surveys of the
coast now making by government, will be among the most extensive,
accurate, and important memorials extant. Several scientific expeditions
have likewise been sent by the government at different times into the
western regions, whose vast rivers, steppes and deltas have been ex-
plored by learned men, whose publications enrich many departments
of science, and are incorporated with applause into the useful literature
of the age. One of the most copious and authentic statistical works in
print, is an American production, which owes its publication to the
patronage of Congress. The public libraries, particularly those of Cam-
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bridge University,! of the New York Historical Society, of the Ameri-
can Philosophical Society, of the city of Philadelphia, of Congress,
and others which might be enumerated, abound with proof and promise
of the flourishing condition and rapid advances of literature and science
throughout America. A single newspaper of this city, contains advertise-
ments, by a single bookseller, of more than one hundred and fifty recent
publications by American authors from the American press, compre-
hending romance, travels, moral philosophy, mineralogy, political and
natural geography, poetry, biography, history, various scientific in-
quiries, and discoveries, botany, philology, oratory, chemistry applied
to the arts, statistics, agricultural and horticultural treatises, strategy,
mechanics, and many other subjects. From this ample and creditable
catalogue I may select for especial notice the Journal of the Academy of
Natural Sciences as a work of uncommon merit; and the profound and
elaborate report on Weights and Measures, as a laudable specimen of
official function.

The first and the present Secretaries of the Department of State,
who have both made reports on this important branch of scientific
politics, rank among the foremost scholars of the age by their eminence
in various literary and scientific attainments. The American state papers,
generally, have received the homage of the most illustrious states-
men of England, for excellence in the principles and eloquence of that
philosophy which is the most extensively applied to the affairs of men:
and their publications afford large contributions to its literature.
Whether any policy be preferable to another, is generally a merely
speculative topic. But I may with propriety assert that the United
States have been the most steadfast supporters of maritime liberality,
of international neutrality, and of the modern system of commercial
equality. They were the first to outlaw the slave trade, and the first to
declare it practical. Great Britain is imitating their example in com-
mercial, colonial, navigation, penal, and even financial, regulations.
France, Spain, Italy, Portugal, parts of Germany, and South America,
have in part adopted their political principles. And in all the branches
of political knowledge, the American mind has been distinguished.

The publication of books is so much cheaper in this country than in
Great Britain, that nearly all we use are American editions. According

! This is, of course, Harvard University, at Cambridge, Mass. Ed.
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to reports from the Custom-houses, made under a resolution of the
Senate in 1822, it appears that the importation of books bears an ex-
tremely small proportion to the American editions. The imported books
are the mere seed. It is estimated that between two and three millions
of dollars worth of books are annually published in the United States.
It is to be regretted, that literary property here is held by an imperfect
tenure, there being no other protection for it than the provisions of an
inefficient act of Congress, the impotent offspring of an obsolete Eng-
lish statute. The inducement to take copyrights is therefore inadequate,
and a large proportion of the most valuable American books are pub-
lished without any legal title. Yet there were one hundred and thirty
five copyrights purchased from January 1822 to April 1823. There
have been eight editions, comprising 7500 copies of Stewart’s Philoso-
phy published here since its appearance in Europe thirty years ago.
Five hundred thousand dollars was the capital invested in one edition
of Rees’ Cyclopeedia. Of a lighter kind of reading, nearly 200,000
copies of the Waverley novels, comprising 500,000 volumes, have
issued from the American press in the last nine years. Four thousand
copies of a late American novel were disposed of immediately on its
publication. Five hundred dollars were paid by an enterprising book-
seller for a single copy of one of these novels, without any copyright,
merely by prompt republication to gratify the eagerness to read it.
Among the curiosities of American literature, I must mention the itiner-
ant book trade. There are, I understand, more than two hundred wagons
which travel through the country, loaded with books for sale. Many
biographical accounts of distinguished Americans are thus distributed.
Fifty thousand copies of Mr. Weem’s Life of Washington have been
published, and mostly circulated in this way throughout the interior. I
might add to these instances, but it is unnecessary, and would be irk-
some. Education, the sciences, the learned professions, the church,
politics, together with ephemeral and fanciful publications, maintain
the press in respectable activity.

The modern manuals of literature and science, magazines, journals
and reviews, abound in the United States, although they have to cope
with a larger field of newspapers than elsewhere. The North American
Review, of which about four thousand copies are circulated, is not sur-
passed in knowledge or learning, is not equalled in liberal and judicious
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criticism, by its great British models, the Edinburgh and Quarterly
Reviews, of which about four thousand copies are also published in the
United States. Written in a pure, old English style, and, for the most
part, a fine American spirit, the North American Review, superintends
with ability the literature and science of America.

Not less than a thousand newspapers, some of them with several
thousand subscribers, are circulated in this country; the daily fare of
nearly every meal in almost every family; so cheap and common, that,
like air and water, its uses are undervalued. But a free press is the great
distinction of this age and country, and as indispensable as those ele-
ments to the welfare of all free countries. Abundant and emulous ac-
counts of remarkable occurrences concentrate and diffuse information,
stimulate inquiry, dispel prejudices, and multiply enjoyments. Copious
advertisements quicken commerce; rapid and pervading publicity is a
cheap police. Above all the press is the palladium of liberty. An Ameri-
can would forego the charms of France or Italy for the luxury of a large
newspaper; which makes every post an epoch, and provides the barren-
est corners of existence with an universal succedaneum. Duly to ap-
preciate the pleasures of it, like health or liberty, we must undergo
their temporary privation. Nor is our experience of the licentiousness
of the press too dear a price to pay for its freedom. It is a memorable
fact in the history of American newspapers, that while some of the
most powerful have been consumed in the combustion of their own
calumnies, on the other hand, the most permanent and flourishing are
those least addicted to defamation. It is also a fact, that the most licen-
tious newspapers which have appeared in America, were edited by
Europeans. The American standard is equally removed from the coarse
licentiousness which characterises much of the English press, and the
constraints of that of the rest of Europe—and this standard has been
established, while state prosecutions have been falling into dislike.
Our newspapers are regulated by a public tact much truer and stronger
than such ordeals. The same ethereal influence in a free temperature,
is equally effective to preserve the good from obloquy, and to con-
sign the unworthy to degradation. Where the press is perfectly free,
truth is an overmatch for detraction. Many of our public men have con-
stantly enjoyed the public favour, in spite of intense abuse; and have
survived its oblivion, to receive a foretaste of posthumous veneration.
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Under the light of these results, the press has learned the value of
temperance, and while all the avenues of private redress are open to
those who choose to seek it, state prosecutions have nearly disappeared.
Irreligious, obscene, and seditious publications, are infinitely more
common from the English than from the American press: scurrilous
and libellous newspapers exist to be sure, but they are the lowest and
most obscure of the vocation; whereas in England, some of the most
elevated and best patronised, are the most scandalous and personal. In
the darker ages, dungeons, scaffolds, torture, and mutilation, were the
dreadful, but vain restraints put on the understanding. Can it be sup-
posed, that in this enlightened zra, punishment, however mitigated,
will do more than inflame it? And what is the English law of public
prosecution for libels, but a milder remnant of those principles? By
which, infidelity, blasphemy, sedition, treason, and individual calumny,
are provoked, disseminated and infuriated. Experience has taught us,
that the freedom of the press is the best protection against its abuse, and
that its transient licentiousness is part of the very nature of the bless-
ing itself. The splendid skies, forests and foliage of America, with
which Europe has nothing of the kind to compare, are inseparable from
those vicissitudes and extremities of weather and seasons, which, while
menacing desolation, purify and sublimate existence. This American
deduction of the much apprehended postulate of the press, is obviously
and rapidly gaining converts in England, whence perhaps it may ulti-
mately spread over Europe, and abolish the pernicious alternatives
there prevalent. Without it, the press must cause convulsions, and re-
tard the progress of the mind. The English newspaper press, much
less free by law than the American, is in practice much more licentious.
A late number of the Quarterly Review, (which is no mean authority
on such a point) admits, in so many words, that the occupation of the
English daily press is, to ‘do every thing that honor and honesty shrink
from’: to which character the absence of decency should be superadded.
The Attorney General protects government from libels; but the Chan-
cellor has brought about a most preposterous state of things between the
right of literary property, and the want of right in obscene, blasphe-
mous, or otherwise illegal subjects of that property. English party
vituperation is much coarser and more personal than ours. But, with-
out going into politics, it may suffice to notice the difference in other
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things. There are vented in the London newspapers, regular and peren-
nial streams of defilement—polluting police reports, details of inhuman
amusements, pugilistic and others, indelicate particulars of various pri-
vate occurrences, the infamous amours of the royal and noble, are
catered for every day’s repast, and demanded with an eagerness which
bespeaks a vitiated appetite. It seems to be thought that publicity, like
execution, deters from crimes, when assuredly, they both stimulate
their perpetration. There is another office of the English press, ex-
tremely derogatory to the press itself, and injurious to society. I mean
the journalising private and domestic concerns, and the most trivial
transactions of social intercourse, for the gratification of a vanity, pecul-
1ar to the aristocracy of that kingdom. The effects of this proclamation
of the common affairs of private life, can hardly fail to be injurious to
the female character in particular, whose modesty and retirement are
thus perpetually broken in upon. The® American newspaper press is
conducted in better tastc, and with more dignity.

From literature the transition is natural to the arts, which minister
to usefulness, comfort and prosperity, individual and national. Under
their authority to provide for the encouragement of the arts and sci-
ences, the United States, in thirty years, have issued about four thou-
sand four hundred patent rights for new and useful inventions, dis-
coveries, and improvements. By the prevailing construction of the acts
of Congress, American patentees must be American inventors or im-
provers, and are excluded from all things before known or used in any
other part or period of the world. The English law allows English
patentees to monopolise the inventions, discoveries, and improvements
of all the rest of the world when naturalised in Great Britain. Not-
withstanding this remarkable disadvantage, I believe the American
list of discoveries is quite equal to the English. The specimens and
models open to public inspection in the national repository at Washing-
ton, are equal, I understand, to any similar collections in England or
France, and superior to those of any other country. It will hardly be
expected that I should undertake to mention even the most remarkable
articles of this immense museum, containing every element of prac-
tical science, of mechanism, of refinement, and of skill. I may be al-
lowed, however, to say that the cotton gin has been of more profit to
the United States, than ten times all they ever received by internal
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taxation; that our grain mill machinery, applied to the great staples of
subsistence, is very superior to that of Europe; that there are in the
patent office models of more than twenty different power looms, of
American invention, operated on, and weaving solely by extraneous
power, steam, water, wind, animals, and otherwise; and that the Eng-
lish machines for spinning have been so improved here, that low-priced
cottons can be manufactured cheap enough to undersell the English in
England, after defraying the charges of transportation. Where Ameri-
can ingenuity has been put to trial it has never failed. In all the useful
arts, and in the philosophy of comfort,—that word, which cannot be
translated into any other language, and which, though of English
origin, was reserved for maturity in America, we have no superiors. If
labour saving machinery has added the power of a hundred millions
of hands to the resources of Great Britain, what must be the effect of it
on the population and means of the United States? Steam navigation,
destined to have greater influence than any triumph of mind over
matter, equal to gunpowder, to printing, and to the compass, worthy to
rank in momentum with religious reformation, and civil liberty, be-
longs to America. A member of this Society, in his eloquent appeal to
the judgment of Great Britain, has argued this claim ably on abstract
reasoning. But, without disputing the conceptions and experiments
of England, France, and Scotland, of Worcester, Hulls, Juffrou, or
Miller, or entering at all into the question of prior imagination, it has
always appeared to me that there is a plain principle on which to rest
the rights of this country. Steam navigation was reserved for the genius
of those rivers, on a single one of which there is already more than a
hundred steam boats, containing upwards of fourteen thousand tons,
and in whose single sea port, fifty steam boats may be counted at one
time. This was the meridian to reduce to practical results, whatever
conceptions may have existed elsewhere on this subject. Necessity, the
mother of this invention, was an American mother; born, perhaps, on
the shores of the Potomac, the Delaware, ‘or the Hudson, yet belong-
ing to the Missouri, the Arkansas, the Mississippi, and the Pacific
ocean. By a very useful book called the Western Navigator, (published
in this city,) it appears that the entire length of the Mississippi river is
2500 miles, of the Missouri 3000, of the Arkansas 2000, of the Red
1500; and from the recent works of Major Long and Mr. Schoolcraft,
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it is ascertained that a large number of great tributaries unite their
waters with these prodigious floods, washing altogether, according to
the summary of the author of the Western Navigator, in the valley of
the Ohio, 200,000 square miles, in the valley of the Mississippi proper,
180,000, in that of the Missouri, §00,000, and in that of the lower
Mississippi, 330,000, giving a total of 1,210,000 miles as the area of
what is termed the Mississippi basin. Most if not all of these vast
streams are innavigable but by steam boats, owing to the course of their
currents and other circumstances. These then are the latitudes of steam
boats, which have been abandoned in some parts of Europe, as too
large for their rivers, and too expensive for their travelling.—In less
than ten years from this time, steam boats may pass from the great
lakes of the north-west by canals to the Atlantic, thence to the isthmus
of Darien, and across that to China and New Holland. They now
ply like ferry boats from New York to Pensacola, New Orleans and
Havanna, with the punctuality and security, and more than the ac-
commodation, of the best land carriage of Europe. Wherever this
wonderful invention appears, overcoming the winds and waves by
steam, measuring trackless ocean distances by the quadrant, and pro-
tected from lightning by the rod, it displays in every one of these
accomplishments the genius of America.

In the ordinary art of navigation, the construction, equipment, and
manipulation of vessels, commercial and belligerent, America is also
conspicuous. The merchant vesséls of the United States, manned with
fewer hands, perform their voyages, generally, in one third less time
than those of the only other maritime people to be compared with them.
And without referring to the achievements of the American navy as
credentials of courage or renown, I may with propriety remark, that
an intelligent and scientific fabrication and application of arms, am-
munition, ships, and all the materials of maritime warfare, are un-
questionably demonstrated by their success in it.

The mechanics, artisans, and laborers of this country are remarkable
for a disposition to learn. Asserted European superiority has been of
great advantage to America in preventing habitual repugnance to im-
provement, so common to all mankind, especially the least informed
classes. Superior aptitude, versatility and quickness in the handicrafts,
are the consequences of this disposition of our people. A mechanic in
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Europe is apt to consider it almost irreverent, and altogether vain to
suppose that any thing can be done better than as he was taught to do it
by his father or master. A house or ship, is built in much less time here
than there. From a line of battle ship, or a steam engine, to a ten penny
nail, in every thing, the mechanical genius displays itself by superior
productions. The success of a highly gifted American mechanical genius
now in England, seems to be owing in part to his adapting his improve-
ments, by a happy ingenuity, to the preservation of machinery, for
which several English mechanics have been enriched and ennobled, but
which would have been superseded as useless had it not been thus res-
cued.

If a ship, a plough and a house be taken as symbols of the primary
social arts of navigation, agriculture and habitation, we need not fear
comparisons with other people in any one of them. In the intellectual
use of the elements, the combinations and improvements of the earth
and its products, of water, of air, and of fire, no greater progress has
been made in Furope within this century than in the United States.
The houses, ships, carriages, tools, utensils, manufactures, implements
of husbandry, conveniences, comforts, the whole circle of social re-
finement, are always equal, mostly superior here to those of the most
improved nations. I do not speak of mere natural advantages, of being
better fed, more universally housed and more comfortably clothed,
than any other people; but excepting the ostentatious, and extravagant,
if not degenerate and mischievous, luxuries of a few in the capitals of
Europe merely; looking to the general average of civilisation, where
does it bespeak more mind or display greater advancement? Internal
improvements, roads, bridges, canals, water-works, and all the meliora-
tions of intercourse, have been as extensively and as expensively made
within the last ten years in the United States, as in probably any other
country; notwithstanding the sparseness of a population, of which
scarcely half a million is concentrated in cities, and a slender capital.
Five thousand post offices distribute intelligence throughout the United
States with amazing celerity and precision over eighty thousand miles
of post roads. The mail travels twenty-one thousand miles every day,
compassing eight millions of miles in a year. There are twelve thou-
sand miles of turnpike roads. Our facilities and habits of intercourse
are unequalled in Europe; almost annihilating the obstacles of space.
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Within two years from this time, when all the great canals now in
progress shall be completed, an internal navigation of ten thousand
miles will belt this country from the great western valley to the waters
of the Hudson and the Chesapeake. The New York canal and the
Philadelphia water-works are not surpassed, if equalled, by any similar
improvements in Europe within the period of their construction.

The polite arts, painting, engraving, music, sculpture, architecture,
the arts of recreation, amusement, and pageantry, flourish most in the
seats of dense population. Few of them thrive without the forcing of
great capitals, the reservoirs of the refinements of ancient, sometimes
declining, empire. Architecture is an art of state, whose master works
are reserved for seats of government. The public edifices of Edinburgh
or Liverpool, for instance, or those erected at any other provincial town
within the last twenty years, bear no comparison to the costly and mag-
nificent capitol, built, burnt, and rebuilt, within that period at Washing-
ton. Indeed, I believe that there are no public buildings which have
been constructed at London during this century in so expensive and
splendid a style. The Halls of the Senate, and of the Representatives at
Washington, are in the relation of contrast with the Houses of Com-
mons and the Lords in London, as to magnitude, magnificence and ac-
commodation. And, if I am not mistaken, the only historical paintings
of national events, which have ever been paid for by legislative ap-
propriation, are those executed by an American artist for the walls of
the capitol. .

To these imperfect views of education, literature, science, and the
arts, I will add sketches of the American mind, as developed in legisla-
tion, jurisprudence, the medical profession and the church; which, in
this country, may be considered as the other cardinal points of intel-
lectual exercise.

Representation is the great distinction between ancient and modern
government. Representation and confederation distinguish the politics
of America, where representation is real and legislation perennial.
Thousands of springs, gushing from every quarter, eddy onward the
cataract of representative democracy, from primary self-constituted as-
semblies, to the State Legislatures, and the national Congress. Three
thousand chosen members represent these United States, in five and
twenty Legislatures. There are, moreover, innumerable voluntary as-
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sociations under legislative regulations in their proceedings. I am
within bounds in asserting, that several hundred thousand persons as-
semble in this country every year, in various spontaneous convocations,
to discuss and determine measures according to parliamentary routine.
From bible societies to the lowest handicraft there is no impediment,
but every facility, by law, to their organisation: And we find not only
harmless but beneficial, those various self-created associations, which
in other countries give so much trouble and alarm. It is not my purpose
to consider the political influences of these assemblies, nor even their
political character. But their philosophical effect on the individuals
composing them, is to sharpen their wits, temper their passions, and
cultivate their elocution: While this almost universal practice of political
or voluntary legislation, could hardly fail to familiarise a great num-
ber of persons with its proprieties. The mode of transacting business is
nearly the same in them all, from the humblest debating club to Con-
gress in the capitol. Legislation in the United States is better ordered,
more deliberative, decorous, and dignified, much less tumultuous or
arbitrary and more eloquent than in Europe. Continual changes of the
political representatives, afford not less than ten thousand individuals
spread throughout the United States, practically familiar with the
forms and principles of legislation, who, through the vivid medium
of a free press, constitute, as it were, an auditory greatly superior to
that of any other nation. A large proportion of this great number of
practical legislators, is qualified by the habits of discussion incident to
such employment, and perfect freedom, to deliver their sentiments in
public speaking; which, being in greater request, of greater efficacy,
and at greater liberty in America than in Europe, is naturally more
prevalent and powerful here than there. It is a striking view of the ideas
of legislation in Europe, that within the last thirty years France and
Spain have waged destructive wars for legislatures, consisting of single
assemblies; a constitution, which in America, would not be thought
worth so much bloodshed.

The much abused French revolution, has given to that country a
Legislature of two houses, and a press of considerable freedom. But the
peers are lost in the secrecy of their sessions: and the deputies can
hardly be called a deliberative assembly. Few speak, inasmuch as most
of the orations are read from a pulpit: and still fewer listen, amidst the
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tumults that agitate the whole body. To crown these frustrations of
eloquent debate, when it becomes intense and critical, as it must be, to
do its offices, the proceedings are sometimes closed by an armed force,
marched in to seize and expel an obnoxious orator. This is certainly not
the philosophy of legislation.

In Great Britain, an excessive number is crowded into an inconvenient
apartment, where but few attempt to speak, and few can be brought to
listen: and where both speakers and hearers are disturbed by tumultu-
ous shouts and unseemly noises, not, according to our ideas, consonant
with either eloquent or deliberative legislation. In theory, the House
of Commons contains nearly 700 members: in practice the most im-
portant laws are debated and enacted by sixty or fifty. Owing to the
want of personal accommodation, when the house is crowded, its divi-
sions to be counted are attended with great confusion. Most of the bills
are drafted, not by members, but by clerks hired for that purpose: to
which is owing much of the inordinate tautology and technicality of
modern acts of Parliament. In theory and principle there is no audience,
and in fact, bystanders are not permitted but occasionally, under in-
convenient restrictions. Reports and publications of the debates are un-
authorised, and of course imperfect, notwithstanding, the exploits of
stenography. Although Parliament is omnipotent, yet a member may
not publish abroad what he says in his place, without incurring ig-
nominious punishment as a libeller: which punishment was actually
inflicted not long ago on a pees, proceeded against by information, for
that offence. In France, the press is, in this respect, freer than in Eng-
land. The publication of speeches in the Legislature is considered an
inviolable right, which, among all the revocations of the present gov-
ernment, has never been molested or called in question. By a perversion
of the hours, unknown, I believe, in any other country or age, most of
the business of Parliament is done in the dead of night, to which, proba-
bly, many of the irregularities now mentioned are ascribable. The
great popular principles which have preserved the British Parliament,
while every other similar attempt in Europe has failed, or nearly so,
and its brilliant political performances, have recommended it to ad-
miration, notwithstanding these disadvantages; and indeed sanctioned
them as part of the system. But unprejudiced judgment must allow,
that all these are imperfections which have no place in Congress. Hence
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it is, that there are not now, and probably never were at any one time,
more than two or three members of Parliament actuated by the great
impulses of oratory: and that the talent of extemporaneous and useful
eloquence always has been much more common in Congress. Burke’s
inimitable orations, which all ages will read with delight, were de-
livered to an empty house. A member, now a peer, himself one of the
most eloquent men of England, whose political and personal ties
bound him particularly to remain during the delivery of one of these
master-pieces, after nearly everybody else had withdrawn, actually
crawled out of the house to escape unnoticed from an intolerable scene.
Johnson, the editor of Chatham’s famous speeches, in a number of the
Rambler, treats the graces of eloquence with elaborate ridicule and
contempt; and Hume, in his Essay on Eloquence, and Blair, in his
Lectures on Rhetoric, acknowledge that they are not characteristics of
British oratory. The printed speeches of England are among the finest
specimens of the art of composition; but it is notorious that in parlia-
ment and at the bar the most celebrated speeches avail nothing with
those to whom they are addressed; and eloquence, in the pulpit of the
established church is, I believe, a thing unheard of. The talent of ef-
fective oratory is much more common in America, where laws are made,
controversies are settled, and proselytes are gained, by it, every day.
An eloquent professor or lecturer, in England, is very rare, if there be
any such. While it is well known that the medical school of Philadel-
phia owes its success, in part, to the mere eloquence of its lecturers.
Crowds of listeners are continually collected in all parts of this country
to hear eloquent speeches and sermons. The legislature, the court
house, and the church, are thronged with auditors of both sexes, at-
tracted by that talent which was the intense study and great power of
the ancient orators. Thought, speech, and action, must be perfectly free
to call forth the utmost powers of this mighty art. It requires difficulties;
but it needs hopes. Its temples in free countries are innumerable. When
its rites are administered the most divine of human unctions searches
the marrow of the understanding; the orator is inspired, the auditor is
absorbed, by the occasion.

Annual sessions of five and twenty legislatures multiply laws, which
produce a numerous bar, in all ages the teeming offspring of freedom.
Their number in the United States has been lately computed at six
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thousand; which is probably an under estimate. American lawyers and
judges adhere with professional tenacity to the laws of the mother
country. The absolute authority of recent English adjudications is dis-
claimed: but they are received with a respect too much bordering on
submission. British commercial law, in many respects inferior to that
of the continent of Europe, is becoming the law of America. The prize
law of Great Britain was made that of the U. States by judicial legis-
lation during flagrant war between the two countries. The homage
lately paid by the English prime minister to the neutral doctrines pro-
claimed by the American government, in the beginning of the French
revolution, which declares them worthy the imitation of all neutral
nations, may teach us that the American state papers contain much
better principles of international jurisprudence than the passionate
and time-serving, however brilliant, sophisms of the British admiralty
courts. On the other hand, English jurisprudence, while silently avail-
ing itself of that of all Europe, and adopting without owning it, has
seldom if ever made use of an American law book, recommended by
the same language, system, and subject matter. American translations
of foreign jurists, on subjects in which the literature of English law is
extremely deficient, appear to be less known in England than transla-
tions of the laws of China. This veneration on our part, and estrange-
ment on theirs, are infirmities characteristic of both. Our professional
bigotry has been counteracted by penal laws in some of the States against
the quotation of recent British:precedents, as it was once a capital of-
fence in Spain to cite the civil law, and as the English common law has
always repelled that excellent code from its tribunals. I cannot think,
with the learned editor of the Law Register, that late English law
books are a dead expense to the American bar; or that, in his strong
phrase, scarcely an important case is furnished by a bale of their reports.
But I deplore the colonial acquiescence in which they are adopted, too
often without probation or fitness. The use and respect of American
jurisprudence in Great Britain will begin only when we cease to prefer
their adjudications to our own. By the same means we shall be re-
lieved from disadvantageous restrictions on our use of British wisdom;
and our system will acquire that level to which it is entitled by the edu-
cation, learning, and purity of those by whose administration it is
formed.
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In their national capacity, the United States have no common law,
but all the original States are governed by that of England, with adapta-
tions. In one of the new States, in which the French, Spanish, and Eng-
lish laws, happen to be all naturalised, an attempt at codification from
all these stocks is making, under legislative sanction. In others, possibly
all of the new States, which have been carved out of the old, a great
question is in agitation whether the English common law is their in-
heritance. Being a scheme of traditional precepts and judicial prece-
dents, that law requires continual adjudications, with their reasons at
large, to explain, replenish, and enforce it. Of these reports, as they are
termed, no less than sixty four, consisting of more than two hundred
volumes, and a million of pages have already been uttered in the
United States; most of them in the present century; and in a ratio of
great increase. The camel’s load of cases, which is said to have been
necessary to gain a point of law in the decline of the Roman empire, is
therefore already insufficient for that purpose in the American. Add
to which, an American lawyer’s library is incomplete without a thou-
sand volumes of European legists, comprehending the most celebrated
French, Dutch, Italian, and German treatises on natural, national, and
maritime law, together with all the English chancery and common law.
I have heard of an American lawyer of eminence whose whole property
is said to consist in a large and expensive law library.

Notwithstanding this mass of literature, the law has been much
simplified in transplantation from Europe to America: and its pro-
fessional as well as political tendency is still to further simplicity. The
brutal, ferocious, and inhuman laws of the feudists, as they were termed
by the civilians, (I use their own phrase,) the arbitrary rescripts of the
civil law, and the harsh doctrines of the common law, have all been
melted down by the genial mildness of American institutions. Most of
the feudal distinctions between real and personal property, complicated
tenures and primogeniture, the salique exclusion of females, the un-
natural rejection of the half-blood, and ante-nuptial offspring, for-
feitures for crimes, the penalties of alienage, and other vices of Euro-
pean jurisprudence, which nothing but their existence can defend, and
reason must condemn, are either abolished, or in a course of abrogation
here. Cognisance of marriage, divorce, and posthumous administra-
tion, taken from ecclesiastical, has been conferred on the civil tribunals.
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Voluminous conveyancmg and intricate special pleading, among the
costliest mysteries of professional learning in Great Britain, have given
place to the plain and cheap substitutes of the old common law. With a
like view to abridge and economise litigation, coercive arbitration, or
equivalents for it, have been tried by legislative provision; jury trial,
the great safeguard of personal security, is nearly universal, and ought
to be quite so, for its invaluable political influences. It not only does
justice between the litigant parties, but elevates the understanding and
enlightens the rectitude of all the community. Sanguinary and corporal
punishments are yielding to the interesting experiment of penitential
confinement. Judicial official tenure is mostly independent of legis-
lative interposition, and completely of executive influence. The juris-
diction of the courts, is far more extensive and elevated than that of the
mother country. They exercise, among other high political functions,
the original and remarkable power of invalidating statutes, by declar-
ing them unconstitutional: an ascendancy over politics never before
or elsewhere asserted by jurisprudence, which authorises the weakest
branch of a popular government to annul the measures of the strongest.
If popular indignation sometimes assails this authority, it has seldom if
ever been able to crush those who have honestly exercised it; and even
if it should, though an individual victim might be immolated, his very
martyrdom would corroborate the system for which he suffered. Justice
is openly, fairly, and purely administered, freed from the absurd cos-
tumes and ceremonies which disfigure it in England. Judicial appoint-
ment is less influenced by politics; and judicial proceedings more inde-
pendent of political considerations.

The education for the bar is less technical, their practice is more intel-
lectual, the vocation is relatively at least more independent in the
United States, than in Great Britain. Here, as there, it is a much fre-
quented avenue to political honours. All the chief justices of the United
States have filled eminent political stations, both abroad and at home.
Of the five Presidents of the United States, four were lawyers; of the
several candidates at present for that office, most, if not all, are lawyers.
But without any public promotion, American society has no superior to
the man who is advanced in any of the liberal professions. Hence there
are more accomplished individuals in professional life here, than where
this is not the case. Under other governments, patronage will advance
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the unworthy, and power will oppress the meritorious. Even in France,
where there are, and always have been lawyers of great and just
celebrity, we sometimes see that for exerting the noblest, and, in free
countries, the most common duties of their profession, for resisting
the powerful and defending the weak, they are liable to irresponsible
arrest, imprisonment, and degradation, without the succour and sanc-
tuary of a free press, and dauntless public sympathy. In Great Britain,
it is true, there is no such apprehension to deter them: and equally
true, that professional, as well as political dignities, are free to all candj-
dates. But the ascendancy of rank, the contracted divisions of intellectual
labour, the technicality of practice, combine with other causes to render
even the English individuals, not perhaps inferior lawyers, but sub-
ordinate men.

British jurisprudence itself, too, that sturdy and inveterate common
law, to which Great Britain owes many of the great popular conservative
principles of her constitution—even these have been impaired by long
and terrible wars, during which, shut up within their impregnable is-
land, the offspring of Alfred and of Edward, infusing their passions,
their politics, and their prejudices into their laws, have wrenched them
to their occasions. The distinguishing attributes and merits of the com-
mon law are, that it is popular and mutable; takes its doctrines from the
people, and suits them to their views. While the American judiciary
enforces this system of jurisprudence, may it never let wars, or popular
passions, or foreign influences, impair its principles.

There are about ten thousand physicians in the United States, and
medical colleges for their education in Massachusetts, Rhode-Island,
Connecticut, New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia and Ohio. There are
also two medical universities in the state of New York, one in Pennsyl-
vania, one in Maryland, one in Massachusetts, and one in Kentucky;
containing altogether about twelve hundred students. Under the im-
pulses of a new climate and its peculiar distempers, the medical pro-
fession has been pursued and its sciences developed with great zeal and
success in this country; whose necessities have called forth a bolder and
more energetic treatment of diseases, more discriminating and philo-
sophical, as well as decisive and efficient; a more scientific assignment
of their causes, and ascertainments of their nature. Many medical errors
and prejudices, now abandoned in Europe, were first refuted here.
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What is justly termed a national character, has been given to the medi-
cal science of America, and American medical literature is circulated
and read in Europe, where several American medical discoveries and
improvements have been claimed as European. Anatomy, the most
stationary of the medical sciences, is ardently cultivated, and has been
advanced by discoveries in the American schools. Valuable contributions
have been made to physiology, and more rational views inculcated of
animal economy. An American discovery in chemistry has distinguished
its author throughout Europe: Where the achievements of this master
spirit of sciences, while, to be sure they leave ours behind, yet encourage
it to an application full of promise. It is a merit of the American schools,
at least, to have accurately defined the bounds of chemistry and physiol-
ogy. Our diversified soils and climates, afford inexhaustible healing
and balsamic plants, many of which have been adopted into the materia
medica, and displayed in publications creditable to the literature and
some of the fine arts, as well as the science of this country. And the
bowels of this continent are rich with sanative minerals, some of which,
likewise, have been extracted and made known both to science and by
literature. Mr. Cleaveland’s treatise on mineralogy is, I believe, used
as a text book in Great Britain.

American physicians are probably unrivalled in the knowledge and
use of what are termed the heroic remedies. They have introduced new
and rational doctrines respecting the operation of remedies; combat-
ting the notion of their receptien into the circulation, and referring it
to the principle of sympathy. They deny the asserted identity of
remedies; believing, that they have succeeded in proving an essential
difference in their operation, not only in degree, but in effect. The
American improvements in Surgery are too numerous, and though not
the less important, too minute and technical, to be generalised in a
summary. Its apparatus, mechanism, and operations, have been im-
proved by a theory and practice equal in science, skill and success, to any
in the world. But its greatest melioration is philosophical. The founder
of most of the improvements in surgery alluded to, deeming its most
skilful operations, but imperfections in the preserving art, reserves
them for its last resort, never to be performed till all means of natural
cure prove abortive. On this exalted principle the great Hunter taught
and practised; uniting humanity and philosophy to science and art;
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a benefactor, whose original and admirable suggestions it is the merit
of American physicians and surgeons to have introduced into their prac-
tice in this country, before their imputed innovations were reconciled
to pre-conceived opinions in his own.

Midwifery, both practical and theoretical, has also received essential
improvements in the American school, some of which have been de-
clared by high authority to mark an zra in the obstetric practice. In the
theory and practice of medicine, the improvements are too many and
important for my recital. The gastric pathology, the prevailing treat-
ment and theory of hydrokephalus, and of dropsies in general, the
boasted European practice in marasmus, the cure of the croup, of gout
by evacuations, the arrest of malignant erisipelas, and of mortification,
and of inflammation of the veins; in short, a long list of remedial sys-
tems, which might be enumerated, though claimed in Europe, belong
to America. The vaunted suggestion of Europe, that fever originates
in sympathetic irritation, and that venesection and other evacuations
are requisite in the primary stages of it, have long been the established
doctrines of America, where they were first demonstrated. American
medical science and skill have outstripped those of the rest of the
world, Europe included, in the character and treatment of epidemics
and pestilences. In this great field, Europe has done little, while the
progress of America has been great. Bigoted to antiquated notions the
medical science of the old world has stagnated for centuries in preju-
dices, which have been expelled in the new, where the causes, nature,
laws, and treatment of these destructive visitations have been ascer-
tained and systematised. English critics particularly dwell with exulta-
tion on their supposed late triumphs over these distempers. Divested
of the long prevalent notion of debility and putrescency, they now
urge depletion as if the suggestion were their own, whereas thirty
years have elapsed since the physicians of this country were in the full
employment of it. '

The theory and practice of medicine, the fearless and generous re-
sistance of pestilential disease, suggest a recollection of a late medical
professor here, whose works are in the libraries of the learned in many
countries, and in several languages, whose fascinating manners and
eloquent lectures largely contributed to the foundation of a flourishing
school, whose zeal, if some times excessive, was characteristic of genius,
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and the pioneer of success; whose services, let me add, as a patriot,
and a philanthropist, shed a divine lustre on his career as a physician.
The first leading man to lay down his life in battle in the American
revolution, was an eminent physician. The best historian of that period,
was also an eminent physician: And in a country, which knows no
grade above that of the eminent in learning and usefulness, there have
been, and there are, many others of this profession to whom more than
professional celebrity belongs. They frequently unite political with
professional distinctions. Many of the members of this profession, have
filled various stations in every branch of our government. Many of
them at this moment, occupy high executive and legislative public
offices. The pernicious and degrading system which subdivides labour
infinitesimally—a system useful perhaps for pin-makers, but most in-
jurious in all the thinking occupations—has no countenance in Amer-
ica. The American physician practices pharmacy, surgery, midwifery;
and is cast on his own resources for success in all he does: The conse-
quence of which is, that he is forced to think more for himself, and of
course to excel. In Europe, successful physicians are too often made so
by favour or chance. They are, moreover, the luxuries of the metropolis
and a few great cities. Throughout the interior of England, generally,
the medical attendant is an uneducated apothecary, whose science stops
at the compounding of a drug, or the opening of a vein. Even in Lon-
don, this class is always in reserve to succeed the preliminary and ex-
pensive visits of the doctor; whose employment, besides, depends too
much on the recommendation of these subordinates. In this country,
medical skill is much more generally distributed. Every hamlet, every
region abounds with educated physicians, whose qualifications to be
sure, ultimately depend much on their opportunities: But who, at least
for the most part, begin with the recommendations of diplomas.
Perhaps the most humane discovery in modern medicine is vaccina-
tion; to which America has no claim: though superior intelligence here
has given it much greater effect, than among the ignorant populace of
Europe. The doctrine of non-contagion in pestilential distempers,
should it be established, must also enjoy great credit as a triumph
for humanity. The most distressing prejudices concerning contagion,
are not yet extirpated in Europe. I am not authorised to consider & dis-
belief in this shocking aggravation of any malady, as a point in which



46 CHARLES JARED INGERSOLL

the medical profession of America is quite unanimous with respect to
yellow fever: but a foreign physician, who lately collected their opin-
ions, ascertained the ratio of non-contagionists to be 567 to 28 con-
tagionists. A late French ambassador in this country, who was bred a
physician, has publicly claimed the merit of the discovery of non-
contagion for another French physician, who was in practice in this city
in 1793, and is now in the service of the king of France. But in a treatise
on the yellow fever by Dr. Hillary, published sixty years ago, its con-
tagion is explicitly denied by the unqualified declaration, that ‘it has
nothing of a pestilential or contagious nature in it.” That this is not the
sentiment prevalent in France, would seem to be inferrible from re-
cent events. A French army was stationed at the foot of the Pyrennees,
as a sanitary cordon, to prevent the passage of contagion over those
lofty, and frost crowned mountains. Whatever may be the theories or
reveries of a few, therefore, it is a remarkable proof of the actual state
of the public intelligence on this subject, not only in France, but
throughout Europe, that all inquiries concerning the cause of this
apparently warlike demonstration were silenced by assurances that its
design was to repel contagious disease: under which assertion the wis-
dom of Europe rested, till the plans thus masked were ripe for execu-
tion.

I shall conclude with some views of the American church; which I
hope to be able to shew is as justly entitled to that distinctive appellation
as the church of Rome, the church of England, the Gallican church, the
Greek church, or any others, to theirs respectively.

It is the policy or the prejudice of governments, which use the
church as an engine of state, to decry institutions which separate them,
and leave religion to self-regulation. They are accused of infidelity
and immorality. The want of ecclesiastical respectability is inferred
from its want of political protection and influence. These Pagan doc-
trines have prevailed where ever Christianity has been unknown. They
were Egyptian, Grecian, Roman; they are Mahometan. But they can-
not endure the light of reason and truth. Whoever reads the text book
of Christianity must be convinced that it is the religion of self-
government. No European dogma is more unfounded than that re-
publicanism and infidelity are coadjutors. Intelligent men in the United
States, with much more unanimity and sincerity than in Europe, be-
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lieve that without religion humanity would be forlorn and barbarous.
And in no country are those ecclesiastical classes and cures, which have
formed parts of the institutions of religion, in all times, better estab-
lished than in this. In estimating the progress and condition of the mind
in America, therefore, I have neither disposition nor occasion to deny,
that the condition of religion is one of the best tests of the general intel-
lectual state. Independently of their help in the cure of souls, the clergy
have always rendered the most important services to the human under-
standing. Learning and science were long in their exclusive care. In
those periods when the mind was most depressed, the church was the
chancery of its preservation. To it we owe nearly all the best relics of
ancient learning: from it, we still receive much of our education; for
here, as elsewhere, most of our teachers are ecclesiastics. It is there-
fore a very interesting inquiry how the church and its ministers, who
are also the ministers of education, fare in any community.

Segregation from political connection and toleration are the cardinal
principles of the American church. On the continent of Europe, tolera-
tion means, where it is said to exist, catholic supremacy suffering sub-
ordinate protestantism. In the united kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland, it means a protestant hierarchy, abetted by dissenters, exclud-
ing catholics from political privileges, and subjecting them to double
ecclesiastical impositions. France, Italy, Ireland, and Spain, have been
desolated by contests between church and state. Toleration has won at
least part of these bloody fields: But a segregated church does not ap-
pear to have made any advance in Europe. In the United States, both
of these principles are not only fundamental political laws, but ancient,
deep-seated doctrines, whose bases were laid long before political
sovereignty was thought of, when Williams, Penn and Baltimore, by a
remarkable coincidence, implanted them in every quarter, and in every
creed. American toleration, means the absolute independence and
equality of all religious denominations. American segregation, means,
that no human authority can in any case whatever control or interfere
with the rights of conscience. Adequate trial of these great problems,
not less momentous than that of political self-government, has proved
their benign solution. Bigotry, intolerance, blood thirsty polemics
waste themselves in harmless, if not useful, controversy, when govern-
ment takes no part. We enjoy a religious calm and harmony, not only
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unknown, but inconceivable, in Europe. We are continually receiving
accessions of their intolerance, which is as constantly disarmed by being
let alone. Our schools, families, legislatures, society find no embarrass-
ment from varieties of creed, which in Europe would kindle the deadli-
est discord.

That these consequences are not the fruits of lukewarmness and dis-
regard to religion, remains to be shewn.

I shall touch but lightly on the dissenting church, as it is called in
England; not because its condition in the United States is not worthy
of regard, and a great argument for my object, but because its well
known prosperity renders it almost unnecessary that I should dwell on
any details of it. Always democratic even in Europe, no reason can be
imagined why it should not thrive in the aboriginal republicanism of
America, the natural and fruitful soil of spontaneous religion. Ac-
cordingly, there are upwards of seven hundred congregational churches
in the New England States alone, and nearly that number of clergy-
men of that denomination, including pastors, unsettled ministers, and
licensed preachers: from which enumeration I exclude the Baptists of
that quarter, who are uniformly of the congregational order in church
government. There is a theological seminary at Andover, in Massa-
chusetts, containing about one hundred and fifty students in divinity.
At Harvard college, there is a theological professor of the Anti-
trinitarian faith, with whom several resident graduates commonly
study. Of the two hundred and thirty congregational ministers of
Massachusetts, about seventy are Anti-trinitarians. In Maine, there is a
theological seminary, with two professors, and about forty pupils. Yale
college in Connecticut, has a theological department attached to it, in
which there are three professors, and a considerable number of stu-
dents. In Cornwall, in Connecticut, there is also a Heathen mission
school, in which, about thirty youths, born in India, on the Pacific
ocean, and the western wilds of this continent, or other heathen places,
are educated with special reference to ministerial duties in their re-
spective birth places.

The Presbyterian church in the United States, in addition to the
congregational, contains about nine hundred ministers, one hundred
and thirty five licentiates, one hundred and forty seven candidates,
more than fourteen hundred churches, and last year administered the
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sacrament of the Lord’s Supper to an hundred thousand communicants.
It has theological seminaries in the States of New Jersey, New York,
and Tennessee: And, as is obvious from these indications, is established
on broad and flourishing endowments.

I shall also very summarily touch the condition of those enthusiastic,
and, for the most part, itinerant churches, which, ever since their first
cxample in the appearance of the Franciscan and Dominican friars of
the thirteenth century, in a similar manner and on similar occasions,
have, under various titles, interposed their austere and reviving tenets,
into the deserted or decaying quarters of Christianity; whose popular
and rallying doctrines have a highly beneficial influence on the morals
of the community. The Methodist church of America contains three
diocesses, eleven hundred itinerant clergy, exclusively clerical, and
about three thousand stationary ministers, who attend also to other than
ecclesiastical occupations. They reckon twelve conferences, and more
than twenty five hundred places of worship. By the report to the Baptist
convention, which sat in June last, at Washington, the places of worship
of that persuasion are stated at more than two thousand three hundred;
and they reckon a very large number of ministers. There are three
theological seminaries of the Baptist church, one in New England, one
in the interior of the State of New York, and one at the city of Wash-
ington. There were likewise two theological seminaries of the Method-
ist church, of whose services, however, it has been for the present de-
prived by accidental circumstances. It is a remarkable and most laudable
characteristic of all these rellglous denominations that their means are
applied among other beneficial purposes, always liberally to that of
education.

The Universalists have one hundred and twenty preachers, two hun-
dred separate societies, and eight periodical publications. The Lutheran,
the Dutch Reformed, and Associate Reformed, the Moravians, the
Friends, in short, almost an innumerable roll of creeds, have their
several seminaries of education, their many places of worship, numer-
ous clergy or preachers, and every other attribute of secular, as well as
spiritual, religion in prosperity.

To the clergy of some of these sects, especially the Presbyterian and
Congregational, the American revolution is deeply indebted for its
origin, progress, and issue. The generous, yet jealous principles of self-
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government, proclaimed as the motives of that event, have no more
steadfast, uniform, or invincible adherents, than their followers. Po-
lemical literature, metaphysical knowledge, pulpit eloquence, philolog-
ical learning, invigorating the mind, and giving it power over the
world, are superadded to the laborious and self-denyed lives and pure
ministry of these ecclesiastics. The dissenters in England form, no
doubt, a body of learned and zealous divines: but from the time when
England first sent her sons to New England to learn and teach the-
ology to the present day, the American dissenting church, is, at least
equal to that of the mother country in intelligence and influence, and
much superior in eloquence.

But it is on the American church of England and the American
church of Rome, that we may dwell with most complacency. Here,
where no political predominance, no peculiar, above all, no mysterious,
inquisitorial, arbitrary, or occult polity, no tythes, no titles, peerage,
crown, or other such appliances sustain the ministry, where the crosier
is as plain as the original cross itself, and the mitre does not sparkle
with a single brilliant torn from involuntary contribution,—it is here, I
venture to say, that within the last century, the church of England and
the church of Rome have constructed more places of worship, (rela-
tively speaking,) endowed more diocesses, founded more religious
houses, and planted a stronger pastoral influence, than in any other part
of the globe. It is in the United States of America, under the power of
American religion that the English and Roman Catholic churches are
flourishing.

Until the revolution, the church of England was the established
church in all the American colonies. In Maryland and Virginia, where
it was most firmly seated, a sort of modus or composition for tythes
was assessed by law, either on the parishes or by the polls. In Virginia
there were moreover glebes annexed to the parish churches. In New
York, there was also a fund taken from the public money, appropriated
to the few parishes established there. Throughout New England,
Pennsylvania, and the other colonies, if I am not misinformed, though
the church of England was the national church, yet it languished in
great infirmity, having no other support than the pew rents and volun-
tary assessments which now, under a very different regimen, supply
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adequate resources for all the occasions of an establishment which has
no rich, and no very poor pastorates.

The whole of these vast regions, by a gross ordinance of colonial mis-
rule, were attached to the London diocess. Most of the incumbents, it
may be supposed, those especially supported by tythes, at such a dis-
tance from the diocesan, were supine and licentious. As soon as the
revolution put a stop to their stipends, they generally ceased to officiate:
and in Maryland and Virginia, particularly, the Methodists and Bap-
tists stepped in to their deserted places. The crisis for the church of
England at this conjuncture, was vital. Several of its ministers at first
joined their compatriots for the independence declared. But few en-
dured unto the end of the struggle. When the enemy were in possession
of Philadelphia, then the capital of the country, where Congress sat,
and that inimitable assembly was driven to resume its deliberations at
the village of Yorktown, they elected for their chaplain, a clergyman
of the church of England, who had been expelled his home in this city
by its capture. Every ingenuous mind will do justice to the predica-
ment in which such an election placed an American pastor of the
English church. The cause of independence, to which he was attached
was in ruin; the government forced from its seat, the army routed and
disheartened, the country prostrate and nearly subdued by a tri-
umphant enemy in undisputed occupation of the capital. The chaplain
elected by Congress under such circumstances proved worthy of their
confidence. Without other attendant, protection, or encouragement,
than the consciousness of a good cause, he repaired to the retreat of his
country’s abject fortunes, to offer daily prayers from the bosom of that
immortal assembly which never despaired of them, to the almighty
providence, by which they were preserved and prospered. The chap-
lain of Congress, at Yorktown, has been rewarded for those days of
trial. Already, in the compass of his own life, and ministry, he is at the
head of the ten bishoprics into which the American church of England
has since then expanded in the United States, with three hundred and
fifty clergymen, about seven hundred churches, a theological seminary,
and every other assurance of substantial prosperity. Within his life
time there was but one, and at the commencement of his ministry but
three episcopal churches in Philadelphia, and they in jeopardy of the
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desecration from which they were saved by his patriotic example and
pious influence. It would be an unjust and unacceptable homage, how-
ever, to him, not to declare that the intrinsic temperance and resource
of popular government mainly contributed to the preservation of the
English church in America, where it has since advanced far more than
in the mother country, during the same period, and where it is probably
destined to flourish greatly beyond the English example. Of this there
can be no doubt if it thrives henceforth as it has done heretofore: for
under the presidency of a single prelate, still in the effective per-
formance of all the duties of a good bishop, and a good citizen, the
American church of England, without a particle of political support,
has, as we have seen, extended itself. Within a few years a million of
pounds sterling were appropriated by parliament, on the special recom-
mendation of the crown of Great Britain, for the repair and construction
of churches; with views doubtless to political as much as to religious
consequences. I venture to predict that within the period to elapse from
that appropriation to its expenditure, a larger sum of money will have
been raised in the United States by voluntary subscription, and ex-
pended for similar purposes and to greater effect.

The Roman catholic church grows as vigorously as any other in the
soil and atmosphere of America. The late (first) archbishop of that
church, likewise adhered with unshaken and zealous constancy to the
cause of the American revolution: and indeed, served for it in a public
station. His illustrious relative is one of the three signers of a charter,
destined to have more influence on mankind than any uninspired writ-
ing, who have lived to enjoy its developments during half a century;
in which period, all North and South America have been regenerated,
and the most intelligent portions of Europe quickened with the spirit
of that political scripture. He perilled a million of dollars when he
pledged his fortune to the declaration of independence: as to the short
sighted, the patriot priest might have seemed to risk his religion when
he abjured European allegiance. But neither of them has had reason to
regret the effects of self-government on a faith of which they have
both, at all times, been the American pillars and ornaments. From a
mere mission in 1790, the Roman catholic establishment in the United
States, has spread into an extended and imposing hierarchy; consisting
of a metropolitan see, and ten bishoprics, containing between eighty
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and a hundred churches, some of them the most costly and splendid
ecclesiastical edifices in the country, superintended by about one hun-
dred and sixty clergymen. The remotest quarters of the U. States are
occupied by these flourishing establishments; from the chapels at
Damascotti (in Maine) and at Boston, to those of St. Augustine in
Florida, and St. Louis in Missouri. There are catholic seminaries at
Bardstown and Frankfort in Kentucky, a catholic clerical seminary in
Missouri, catholic colleges at St. Louis and New Orleans, where there
is likewise a catholic Lancasterian school, two catholic charity schools
at Baltimore, two in the District of Columbia, a catholic seminary and
college at Baltimore, a catholic college in the District of Columbia, a
catholic seminary at Emmitsburg in Maryland, a catholic free school
and Orphans’ asylum in Philadelphia. These large contributions to
education, are not, however, highly respectable and cultivated as many
of them are, the most remarkable characteristics of the American Roman
catholic church. It is a circumstance pregnant with reflections and re-
sults, that the Jesuits, since their suppression in Europe, have been
established in this country. In 1801, by a brief of pope Pius the seventh,
this society, with the concurrence of the emperor Paul, was estab-
lished in Russia under a general authorised to resume and follow the
rule of St. Ignatius of Loyola; which power was extended in 1806, to
the United States of America, with permission to preach, educate youth,
administer the sacraments, &c. with the consent and approbation of the
ordinary. In 1807, a noviciate was opened at Georgetown college in the
District of Columbia, which continued to improve till 1814, when, be-
ing deemed sufficiently established, the congregation was formally or-
ganised by a papal bull. This society now consists of twenty-six fathers,
ten scholastics in theology, seventeen scholarships in philosophy,
rhetoric, and belles lettres, fourteen scholastics in the noviciate, twenty-
two lay-brothers out of, and four lay-brothers in, the noviciate; some
of whom are dispersed throughout the United States, occupied in mis-
sionary duties, and the cure of souls. This statement is enough to prove
the marvellous radication of the strongest fibres of the Roman Catholic
church in our soil. But the argument does not stop here. The oldest
catholic literary establishment in this country, is the catholic college just
mentioned, which was founded immediately after the revolution, by
the incorporated catholic clergy of Maryland, now capable of contain-
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ing two hundred resident students, furnished with an extensive and
choice library, a philosophical and chemical apparatus of the latest im-
provement, and professorships in the Greek, Latin, French, and English
languages, mathematics, moral and natural philosophy, rhetoric, and
belles lettres. This institution, I have mentioned, was put in 1805,
under the direction of the society of Jesuits: and that nothing might be
wanting to the strong relief in which the subject appears, the college
thus governed, was by act of Congress of the United States of America,
raised to the rank of a University, and empowered to confer degrees in
any of the faculties. Thus, since the suppression of the order of Jesuits,
about the time of the origin of the American revolution, has that cele-
brated brotherhood of propagandists been restored in the United States,
and its principal and most operative institution organised and elevated
by an act of our national Legislature.

In like manner, the Sulpitian monks have been incorporated by act of
the legislature of the State of Maryland, in the administration of the
flourishing Catholic seminary at Baltimore. Still more remains, how-
ever, to be made known: For so silent and unobtrusive is religious
progress, when neither announced nor enforced by political power,
that it is probable, that many of these curious details may be new to
some of those who now hear them mentioned. Those religious houses
and retreats, which have been rended from their ancient seats in so
many parts of Europe—monasteries and convents—are sprouting up
and casting their uncultivated fragrance throughout the kindlier glebes
and wilds of America. Even where corruption and abuse had exposed
them to destruction, learning turned with sorrow from the abomination
of their desolation, and charity wept over the downfall of her ancient
fanes. But here, where corruption and abuse can hardly exist in self
supported religious institutions—what have we to apprehend from
these chaste and pious nurseries of education and alms? What may we
not hope, on the contrary, for the mind, from their consecration and
extension? In the oldest religious house in America, that of the female
Carmelites, near Port Tobacco, in Maryland, the established number of
inmates is always complete. The convent of St. Mary’s, at George-
town, in the District of Columbia, contains fifty nuns, having under
their care a day school, at which, upwards of a hundred poor girls are
educated. The convent of the Sisters of Charity of St. Joseph, incor-
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porated by the Legislature of Maryland, at Emmitsburg in that State,
consists of fifty-nine sisters, including novices, with fifty-two young
ladies under their tuition, and upwards of forty poor children. A con-
vent of Ursulines, at Boston, is yet in its infancy, consisting of a prior-
ess, six sisters, and two novices, who undertake to instruct those com-
mitted to their charge in every polite accomplishment, in addition to
the useful branches of female education. The Emmitsburg Sisters of
Charity, have a branch of their convent for the benefit of female orphan
children, established in the city of New York, where the Roman Catho-
lics are said to have increased in the last twenty years, from 300 to
20,000. The church of St. Augustine, in Philadelphia, belongs to the
Augustine monks, by whom it was built. There is also a branch of the
Emmitsburg Sisters of Charity in this city, consisting of several pious
and well informed ladies, who superintend the education of orphan
children. The Daughters of Charity, have another branch in Ken-
tucky, where there are, likewise, a house of the order of Apostolines,
lately established by the Pope at Rome, a cloister of Loretto, and an-
other convent. In the State of Missouri, there is a convent of religious
ladies at the village of St. Ferdinand, where a noviciate is seated, of five
novices and several postulants, with a thriving seminary, largely re-
sorted to by the young ladies of that remote region, and also a day
school for the poor. In New Orleans, there is a convent of Ursuline
nuns, of ancient and affuent endowment, containing fifteen or sixteen
professed nuns, and a number of novices and postulants. The ladies of
the Heart of Jesus, are about founding a second establishment for edu-
cation at Opelousas. I will terminate these curious, I hope not irk-
some, particulars, by merely adding, that in Maine and Kentucky,
there are tribes of Indians attached to the Roman Catholic worship,
whose indefatigable ministers have always been successful in reclaim-
ing those aborigines of this continent. Vincennes, the chief town of
Indiana, where there is now a Roman Catholic chapel, was once a
station of the Jesuits for this purpose.

Upon the whole I do not think that we can reckon less than eight
thousand places of worship, and five thousand ecclesiastics in the United
States, besides twelve theological seminaries, and many religious houses,
containing, the former, about five hundred, and the latter three hun-
dred votaries; all self-erected and sustained by voluntary contribution,
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and nearly all within the last half century. If this unequalled increase
of churches and pastors, and worshippers, attests the prosperity of reli-
gion, we may rest assured of its welfare without tythes or political
support: and we need not fear its decline from the ascendancy of re-
publicanism.

In proving the existence and magnitude of the American church, I
have incidentally, I hope sufficiently, explained its character. For the
most part well educated, well informed, and well employed, eloquent,
unpensioned, self-sustained, trusting to their own good works, and
relying on no court favour or individual interest for advancement, ex-
empt from that parasite worldly-mindedness which the honest Massil-
lon, even when preaching before Louis X1V, denounced as the canker
of political religion, the American clergy are necessarily called upon to
think, to read, to write, to preach, and officiate more than the Euro-
pean. Accordingly the divinity of the American church, if I am not
mistaken, is much more active at this time, and its literature more ef-
ficient than that of England. Indeed it is hardly to be accounted for,
that with the great inducements, means and opportunities of the dig-
nitaries of the English church, the mind is at present so little benefited
by their contributions to its enlargement. I by no means design to
speak disrespectfully of personages of whom I know little more than
their titles; nor do I call in question their learning, their piety, or even
their partial usefulness. But assuredly it is fair to infer some radical
defect in the system, when of all the modern English bench of bishops
and arch-bishops there are very few, I believe, at present in any way
known to literature, not one distinguished for eloquence, and on that
noble theatre, the house of peers, who ever heard of their performances?
Relying on political protection, they seem to have lost the stimulus
which urges their American brethren to incessant labours for the further-
ance of religion, by eloquent sermons, by contributions to clerical litera-
ture, and by the ardent exercise of all their duties. The Roman Catho-
lics boast of numerous converts from protestantism in Europe. Where
is the spirit of Tillotson and Sherlock, the English successors of the
Chrysostoms and the Bazils? Not in England at present. The works of
the great fathers of the English church, those wells of doctrine as of
language undefiled, appear to be much more likely to be replenished
and perpetuated in America.
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In this review, I have of course abstained from all polemic and
various other delicate considerations connected with it: confining my-
self to the actual progress of religion as indicative of the tendency of
the mind on that subject in this country. Anti-trinitarians and jesuits,
convents, and quakers, all grow and thrive together. The most impos-
ing Roman catholic cathedral, and a considerable Unitarian church are
built within the sound of each others service; and neither the intel-
ligence nor the tranquillity of the community has suffered by their
neighbourhood. There may be those who think indeed that the growth
is inordinate, that the establishments are on a scale of expense and
influence disproportioned to our numbers, our principles, and even our
independence. But to all such suggestions the answer is, that while
the whole is spontaneous, there can be nothing to apprehend.

My undertaking will be unfinished, if I do not explain the political
and physical causes of the results, to which attention has been invited.
But that task, I may not attempt on this occasion, if ever. It is said to
be the American fault, to expend itself in details, instead of reasoning
by generalisation. I am very sensible of this, with many other faults,
in this discourse, in which, scarcely any thing more is attempted than
the collection of facts. But, however imperfect the performance, my
views will be accomplished, if the glimpses thus afforded should induce
some qualified person to examine and explain the subject philosoph-
ically. The operations of American institutions on the human under-
standing, are a noble study for the labours of a life. The most
intelligent portions of mankind, are animated by their impulses;
which already actuate, and, before long, must regulate the destinies of
the world. The first settlement of this continent was from England, in
a state of revolution, when all minds were exercised with new ideas of
religious and political liberty. The associates of Pym and Hampden,
and Raleigh, Penn and Locke, founded our institutions. A republican
empire, really representative, always as it were, in a state of temperate
revolution, has been ever since exciting and evolving the great prin-
ciples of free agency. Our simple and peaceable, but irresistible, reli-
gion and politics, are inoffensively reforming the brilliant abuses,
which feudal and chivalric barbarism have rivetted on the nations of
Europe. This rouses detraction against the whole elements, moral,
physical, and intellectual, as well as political, of our existence. Natural-
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ists, and statists, philosophers, historians, ambassadors, poets, priests,
nobles, tourists, journalists—I speak with precision to this catalogue—
have in vain sentenced this country to degradation. It already ranks
with communities highly refined before America was discovered. France
and England were enjoying Augustan ages, when the place where we
are met to discourse of literature and science, was a wilderness. But
one hundred and forty years have elapsed, since the patriarch of
Pennsylvania first landed on these shores, and sowed them with the
germs of peace, toleration, and self-government. Since when, a main
employment has been to reclaim the forests for habitation. It is not yet
half a century since the United States were politically emancipated; it
is only since the late war that they have begun to be intellectually inde-
pendent. Colonial habits and reverence still rebuke and counteract intel-
lectual enterprise. Education, the learned professions, the arts, scientific
and mechanical, legislation, jurisprudence, literature, society—the mind
in a word—require time to be freed from European pupilage.

It was not in a spirit of hostility to any other country, that I under-
took to shew what has been already done in this: but by that review to
encourage further and keener exertions.

To those who will inquire and reflect, the encouragement of phi-
losophy is as strong as the instinct of patriotism. But the empire of habit
and of prejudice is in strong opposition to the supremacy of thought and
reason. There was a time when it was not considered disaffection to be
ashamed of our country, nor disloyalty to despair of it, when we re-
colonised ourselves. But within the last ten years, especially, the mind
of America, has thought for itself, piercing the veil of European beau
ideal.

Still less, however, than national disparagement was national vanity
the shrine of my sacrifice. Comparative views are indispensable. I
might have compared America now with America forty years ago,
which would have presented a striking and enlivening contrast. But I
preferred the bolder view of America compared with Europe, disclaim-
ing, however, invidious comparisons, which have been studiously
avoided. The cause asserted is of too high respect to be defended by
panegyric, or avenged by invective. The truth is an ample vindication.
Let us strive to refute discredit by constant improvement. Let our intel-
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lectual motto be, that naught is done while aught remains to be done:
and our study to prove to the world, that the best patronage of religion,
science, literature, and the arts, of whatever the mind can achieve, is
SELF—~GOVERNMENT.
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INGERsOLL’s oration had stressed the practical aspects of American culture.
Although he could not approve of the eclipse of American literature by the
British, he felt that this was an area in which no bid for supremacy could
be made; because he thought of the temper of America as practical, he did
not anticipate the development of a national literature. When William Ellery
Channing reviewed Ingersoll’s oration in the Christian Examiner, in 1830,
his comment was entitled “Remarks on National Literature.” Channing
broadened the term “literature” to include “all the writings of superior
minds, be the subjects what they may.” There are too many “bonds and
analogies” between moral and physical truths to restrict literature only to
writings about human nature and human life. He resisted Ingersoll’s empha-
sis on the practical, because he thought that “the great distinction of a coun-
try is that it produces superior men. . . . No matter what races of animals
a country breeds, the great question is, Does it breed a noble race of men?”
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Unfortunately “invention and effort have been expended on matter much
more than on mind. . . . The thought of building up a nobler order of
intellect and character has hardly crossed the most adventurous statesman.”
While Channing agreed with Ingersoll that America had no national litera-
ture, he dissented by believing that every effort should be made to develop
superior minds in order that a national literature might emerge.

Similarly, though without specific reference to Ingersoll’s ideas, William
Cullen Bryant maintained, in a review of Catherine Sedgwick’s Redwood
in the North American Review for 1825, entitled “American Society as a
Field for Fiction,” that “all civilized countries . . . furnish matter for
copies of real life, embodied in works of fiction, which shall be of lasting and
general interest. Wherever there are human nature and society there are
subjects for the novelist.” In any country, however, native genius must
write of native scenes. The “delicate shades of manner” would escape a
foreign author. “It is only on his native soil that the author of such works
can feel himself on safe and firm ground . . . and put forth the whole
strength of his powers without risk of failure.” The claim has been made
that such authors do not and will not exist in the United States because they
must come from a leisure class. This Bryant denied; he asserted that mem-
bers of such a leisure class tend to write only about their own type and thus
lose sight of “the wholesome atmosphere of those classes, where the pas-
sions and affections have their most salutary and natural play.” In short,
America is a rich field for the novelist from every point of view.

When we consider all these innumerable differences of character, native and
foreign, this infinite variety of pursuits and objects, this endless diversity and
change of fortuncs, and behold them gathered and grouped into one vast assemblage
in our own country, we shall feel little pride in the sagacity or the skill of that
native author who asks for a richer or a wider field of observation.

Edward Everett, too, saw promise in American literature. When he re-
turned from his years of study in Germany, his orations took on a fervently
nationalistic tone, which he attributed later to his youthful delight at being
home. Though twenty-five years later he regretted the overstatement, he
found no cause for rejecting the principles he had expressed. He realized that
the half-century since the Declaration of Independence had been devoted to
the consolidation of American political institutions, but felt that the story
of the future would be different.

Hitherto, the political effects of our seclusion behind the mighty veil of waters
have been the most important. Now that our political foundations are firmly laid
. « . we shall reap in other forms the salutary fruits of our remoteness from the
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centres of foreign opinion and feeling. . . . That great word Independence . . .
comprehends much more than a mere absence of foreign jurisdiction. . . . In
every noble, in every true acceptation, it implies, not mercly an American gov-
ernment, but an American character, and an American feeling.!

What remained to be done, his program for America, he summarized at
another time:

No pains should be spared to secure its practical benefits to the whole people; to
lessen, if it be not possible wholly to remove, the sad inequalities of condition;
to place the advantages of a good education within the reach of every individual;
and to add the blessings of social refinement, high civilization, and moral and
religious culture, to those of national independence and political equality.2

In characteristic Whig fashion, he had every hope for “the people” except
absolute economic equality.

His awareness of the people was indeed strong. He thought of the Amer-
ican Revolution as a popular movement. The nineteenth of April, 1775,

was one of those great days, one of those elemental occasions in the world’s affairs,
when the people rise and act for themselves. . . . It was the people, in their
first capacity, as citizens and as freemen, starting from their beds at midnight,
from their firesides and from their ficlds, to take their own cause into their own
hands. Such a spectacle is the height of the moral sublime. . . . In the cfforts
of the people,—of the people struggling for their rights, moving, not in organized
disciplined masses, but in their spontaneous action, man for man, and heart for
heart,—there is something glorious. . . . The people always conquer. They
always must conquer.?

Out of this background Everett addressed the Phi Beta Kappa Society
of Harvard College on August 26, 1824, less than a year after Ingersoll’s
speech. He took as his topic for the oration, which is reprinted here, “The
Circumstances Favorable to the Progress of Literature in America.” In
addressing himself to this group, Everett was one of the first, if not actually
the first, to distinguish them as ““American scholars” and to suggest that the
interest and curiosity of each auditor in this topic should be “at once dig-
nified and rendered practical by the connection of the inquiry with the con-
ditions and prospects of his native land.” The oration can be considered as an
attempt to supply the explanation of “‘the influence of America on the Mind,”
which Ingersoll had left vague. Everett points out that “as, in the formation

LE. Everett, Orations and Speeches on Various Occasions, 4th ed., Boston, 1856,
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of individual character, there are causes of undisputed and powerful opera-
tion, so, in national character, there are causes, equally certain, of growth
and excellence on the one hand, and of degeneracy and ruin on the other.”
The interpretation of these causes is the proper function of the philosophy
of history—*“to trace physical or political facts into moral and intellectual
consequences, and great historical results.”

There are three circumstances favorable to the development of American
literature of which Everett speaks. The first of these, the political structure
of the United States, he conceives as “influencing the progress of letters by
furnishing the motives to intellectual effort among us.” The direction of
affairs is in the hands of the vast majority of the people; “whatsoever quick-
ening influence resides in public honors and trusts, and in the cheerful con-
sciousness of individuals, participation in the most momentous political rights
is here, for the first time, exerted, directly, on the largest mass of men, with
the smallest possible deductions.”” While the immediate impulse is to political
interest, that is only a temporary stage in the development of an active mind
which will ultimately issue in a literary culture. Mind, if not wealth, is
“equally diffused throughout the land, by a sterner leveller than ever marched
in the van of a revolution,—the impartial providence of God,” and a like
distribution or diffusion is in the nature of “a free system of constitutional
and representative government.” The individual, wherever he may be, stands
out; he has a place, a function, and a social importance which lead him to
“encouragement and hope.”

The second great motive to intellectual exertion and, by this fact, circum-
stance favorable to literary progress, is the “extension of one government,
one language, and, substantially, one character over so vast a space as the
United States of America.” This makes possible the exertion of “the favor-
able effect of free institutions on intellectual progress . . . on a very large
scale.” The effect of this circumstance on literature “must eventually be, to
give elevation, dignity, and generous expansion to every species of mental
effort. A nationality at once liberal and great is the parent of great thoughts.”

Finally, the unexampled rapidity of American growth and expansion is
an important factor in the progress of literature. “Instead of being shut up,
as it were, in the prison of a stationary, or a slowly progressive community,
the emulation of our countrymen is drawn out and tempted on by an horizon
constantly receding before them.” New states which are formed in the
westward march of America are as “new nations of freemen’’; the impulse
towards creative expression can only be heightened and excited by this growth
and the consequent intepsified range of the creative mind. “The theatre on
which the intellect of America is to appear” is broad as the continent.
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For all these reasons, impelled by these motives, Everett calls on his
audience of American scholars “to exert our powers, to employ our time, and
consecrate our labors, for the honor and service of our native land. . . . It
is by the intellect of the country that the mighty mass is to be inspired; that
its parts are to communicate and sympathize with each other; its natural
progress to be adorned with becoming refinements; its principles asserted
and its feelings interpreted to its own children, to other regions, and to
after ages.”

THE CIRCUMSTANCES FAVORABLE TO THE
PROGRESS OF LITERATURE IN AMERICA

N discharging the honorable trust which you have assigned to me

on this occasion, I am anxious that the hour which we pass to-
gether should be exclusively occupied with those reflections which be-
long to us as scholars. Our association in this fraternity is academical;
we entered it before our Alma Mater dismissed us from her venerable
roof; and we have now come together, in the holidays, from every
variety of pursuit, and every part of the country, to meet on common
ground, as the brethren of one literary household. The duties and
cares of life, like the Grecian states, in time of war, have proclaimed
to us a short armistice, that we may come up, in peace, to our Olympia.

On this occasion, it has seemed proper to me that we should turn our
thoughts, not merely to some topic of literary interest, but to one
which concerns us as American scholars. I have accordingly selected,
as the subject of our inquiry, ke circumstances favorable to the progress
of literature in the United States of America. In the discussion of this
subject, that curiosity, which every scholar naturally feels, in tracing
and comparing the character of the higher civilization of different
countries, is at once dignified and rendered practical by the connection
of the inquiry with the condition and prospects of his native land.

I am aware that such inquiries are apt to degenerate into fanciful
speculations and doubtful refinements. Why Asia has, almost without
exception, been the abode of some form of despotism, and Europe
more propitious to liberty;—why the civilization of the Egyptians
was of a character so melancholy and perishable; that of the Greeks so
elegant, versatile, and life-giving; that of the Romans so stern and
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tardy, till they became the imitators of a people whom they conquered
and despised, but never equalled;—why tribes of barbarians, from the
north and east, not known to differ, essentially, from each other, at the
time of their settlement in Europe, should have laid the foundation of
national characters so dissimilar as those of the Spaniards, French, Ger-
mans, and English;—are questions to which such answers, only, can
be given, as will be just and safe, in proportion as they are general and
comprehensive. It is difficult, even in the case of the individual man, to
point out precisely the causes, under the operation of which, members
of the same community, and even of the same family, grow up, with
characters the most diverse. It must, of course, be much more difficult
to perform the same analysis on a subject so vast as a nation, composed
of communities and individuals, greatly differing from each other;
all subjected to innumerable external influences; and working out the
final result, often in the lapse of ages, not less by mutual counteraction,
than codperation.

But as, in the formation of individual character, there are causes of
undisputed and powerful operation, so, in national character, there
are causes, equally certain, of growth and excellence on the one hand,
and of degeneracy and ruin on the other. It belongs to the philosophy
of history to investigate these causes; and, if possible, to point out the
circumstances, which, as furnishing the motives, and giving the direc-
tlon, to intellectual effort in different nations, have had a chief agency
in making them what they were, or are. Where it is done judiciously,
it is in the highest degree curious thus to trace physical or political facts
into moral and intellectual consequences, and great historical results;
and to show how climate, geographical position, local relations, institu-
tions, single events, and the influence of individuals, have fixed the
characters and decided the destiny of nations.

In pursuing such inquiries, we may, for instance, be led to the con-
clusion, that it is the tendency of a tropical climate to enervate a people,
and thus fit them to become the subjects of a despotism, though it may
render them also, through the medium of a fervid temperament, for-
midable instruments of desolating but transitory conquest, under the
lead of able and daring chiefs. We may find that a broad river, or a
lofty chain of mountains, by stopping the inroads of war, or of im-
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migration, becomes the boundary, not merely of governments, but
of languages and literature, of institutions and character. We may
sometimes think we can trace extraordinary skill in the liberal arts to
the existence of quarries of fine marble. We may see popular eloquence
springing out of popular institutions, and, in its turn, greatly instru-
mental in affecting the fortunes of free states. We may behold the spirit
of an individual law-giver or reformer perpetuated by codes and institu-
tions, for ages. We may trace a peculiar law of progress in colonial
settlements, insular states, tribes fortified within Alpine battlements,
or scattered over a smiling region of olive gardens and vineyards,—
and deduce the political and historical effects of these physical causes.

These topics of rational curiosity and liberal speculation, as I have
already intimated, acquire practical importance, when the land in which
we ourselves live is the subject of investigation. When we turn the
inquiry to our own country; when we survey its natural features, search
its history, and examine its institutions, to see what are the circum-
stances which are to excite and guide the popular mind; it then be-
comes an inquiry of the highest interest, and worthy the attention of
every patriotic scholar. We then dwell, not on a distant, uncertain, per-
haps fabulous, past, but on an impending future, teeming with indi-
vidual and public fortune; a future, toward which we are daily and
rapidly swept forward, and with which we stand in the dearest con-
nection that can bind the generations of men together; a future, which
our own characters, actions, and principles, may influence, for good or
evil, for lasting glory or shame. We then strive, as far as our poor
philosophy can do it, to read the country’s reverend auspices; to cast its
great horoscope in the national sky, where some stars are- waning, and
some have set. We endeavor to ascertain whether the soil, which we
love as that where our fathers are laid, and we shall presently be laid
with them, is likely to be trod, in times to come, by an enlightened,
virtuous, and free people.

I. The first circumstance, of which I shall speak, as influencing the
progress of letters by furnishing the motives to intellectual effort
among us, is the new form of political society established in the United
States; viz., a confederacy of republics, in which, however, within the
limits of the Constitution, the central government acts upon the indi-
vidual citizen. It is not my purpose to detain you with so trite a topic
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as the praises of free political institutions; but to ask your attention to
the natural operation of a system like ours on the literary character of
a people. I call this a new form of political society. The ancient Grecian
republics, indeed, were free enough, within the walls of the single cities,
of which many of them were wholly or chiefly composed; while, toward
the confederate or tributary states, their governments generally as-
sumed the form of a despotism, more capricious, and not less arbitrary,
than that of a single tyrant. Rome was never the abode of well-regulated
republican liberty. The remark just made of the Grecian republics, in
reference to allied states, applies to the Roman, for the greater portion
of its history; while, within the walls of the city, the commonwealth
fluctuated between the evils of an oppressive aristocracy and a factious
populace. Since the downfall of Rome, the rudiments of a representa-
tive legislature are to be found in the estazes of some of the govern-
ments of continental Europe, and far more distinctly and effectually
developed in the British Parliament; but a uniform and complete
representative system, organized by a written constitution of govern-
ment and unaccompanied by a powerful hereditary element, is original
in this country. Here, for the first time, the whole direction and in-
fluence of affairs, and all the great organic functions of the body politic,
are subjected, directly or indirectly,—the executive and legislative func-
tions directly,—to free popular choice. Whatsoever quickening in-
fluence resides in public honofs and trusts, and in the cheerful con-
sciousness of individual participation in the most momentous political
rights, is here, for the first time, exerted, directly, on the largest mass
of men, with the smallest possible deductions; and as a despotism, like
that of Turkey or Persia, is, by all admission, the form of government
least favorable to the intellectual progress of a people, it would seem
equally certain, that the farther you recede from such a despotism, in
the establishment of a system of popular and constitutional liberty, the
greater the assurance that the universal mind of the country will be
powerfully and genially excited.

I'am aware that it is a common notion, that, under an elective govern-
ment, of very limited powers, like that of the United States, we lose
that powerful spring of action which exists in the patronage of strong
hereditary governments, and must proceed from the crown. I believe
it is a prevalent opinion, abroad, among those who entertain the most
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friendly sentiments toward the American system, that we must consent
to dispense with something of the favorable influence of princely and
royal patronage on letters and the arts, and find our consolation in the
political benefits of a republican government. It may be doubted,
however, whether this view be not entirely fallacious. For, in the first
place, it is by no means true that a popular government will be destitute
either of the means or the disposition to exercise a liberal patronage.
No government, as a government, ever did more for the fine arts than
that of Athens. In the next place, it is to be considered, in this connec-
tion, that the evils of centralization are as evident, in reference to the
encouragement of the general mind of the people, as they are in re-
gard to a contented acquiescence in political administration. Whatever
is gained, for those who enjoy it, by concentrating a powerful patron-
age in the capital, and in the central administration, is lost in the neglect
and discouragement of the distant portions of the state, and its sub-
ordinate institutions. It must be recollected, that our representative
system extends far beyond the election of the high officers of the na-
tional and state governments. It pervades our local and municipal
organizations, and probably exercises, in them, the most efficient and
salutary part of its influence. In the healthful action of this system,
whatever virtue there is in patronage is made to pervade the republic,
like the air; to reach the farthest, and descend to the lowest. It is made
not only to codperate with the successful, and decorate the prosperous,
but “to remember the forgotten, to attend to the neglected, to visit the
forsaken.” Hitherto, for the most part, men in need of patronage have
had but one weary pilgrimage to perform,—to travel up to court. By
an improvement on the Jewish polity, which enjoined a visit, thrice a
year, to the Holy City, the theory of patronage in question requires a
constant residence at the favored spot. Provincial has become another
term for inferior and rude; and unpolite, which once meant only rural,
has been made to signify something little better than barbarous. As it
is, in the nature of things, a small part, only, of the population of a
large state, which can thus bring itself, or by happy chance can fall,
into the sphere of metropolitan favor, it follows, that the mass of the
people are cut off from the operation of those motives to exertion, which
flow from the hope or the possession of patronage.
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But the beneficial effect of patronage, properly so called, is probably
much overrated. This effect is not, on any system of distribution, to be
sought in its direct application to the support of men of genius and
learning. Its best operation is in the cheerful effect of kindly notice and
intelligent audience. Talent, indeed, desires to earn a support, but not
to receive a dole. It is rightfully urged, as the great advantage of our
system, that the encouragements of society extend as widely as its
burdens, and search out, and bring forward, whatsoever of ability and
zeal for improvement are contained in any part of the land. I am per-
suaded, that, mainly, in this equable diffusion of rights and privileges
lies the secret of the astonishing development of intellectual energy in
this country. Capacity and opportunity, the twin sisters, who can scarce
subsist happily but with each other, are brought together. These little
local republics are schools of character and nurseries of mind. The
people, who are to choose, and from whose number are to be chosen,
by their neighbors, all those who, either in higher or lower stations,
are intrusted with the management of affairs, feel the strongest im-
pulse to mental activity. They read, and think, and form judgments
on important subjects. In an especial manner, they are moved to make
provision for education. With all its deficiencies, our system of public
schools—founded, in the infancy of the country, by the colonial legisla-
ture, and transmitted to our own days—is superior to any system of
public instruction (with possibly a single exception) which has ever
been established by the most enlightened states of the Old World.
Hasty prejudices, as to the tendencies of representative republics, have
been drawn from the disorders of the ill-organized democracies of the
ancient world. Terrific examples of license and anarchy, in Greece and
Rome, are quoted, to prove that man requires to be protected from
himself, forgetting the profound wisdom wrapped up in the well-
known formidable inquiry, Quis custodiet ipsos custodes? But to reason,
in cases like this, from the states of Greece to our constitutions of govern-
ment, is to be deceived by schoolboy analogies. From the first settle-
ment of New England, and from an early stage of their progress in
many of the other states, one of the most prominent traits of the charac-
ter of our population has been, to provide and to diffuse the means of
education. The village school-house and the village church are the
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monuments of our republicanism; to read, to write, and to discuss grave
affairs, in their primary assemblies, are the licentious practices of our
democracy.

But, in this acknowledged result of our system of government, an-
other objection is taken to its influence, as far as literary progress is
concerned. It is urged, that, though it may be the effect of our system
to excite the mind of the people, it excites it too much in a political
direction; that the division and subdivision of the country into states
and districts, and the equal diffusion of political privileges and powers
among the whole population, with the constant recurrence of elections,
however favorable to civil liberty, are unfriendly to learning; that
they kindle only a political ambition; and particularly, that they seduce
the aspiring youth, from the patient and laborious vigils of the student,
to plunge prematurely into the conflicts of the forum.

I am inclined to think, that, as far as the alleged facts exist, they are
the necessary result of the present stage of our national progress, and
not an evil necessarily incident to representative government. Our sys-
tem is certainly an economical one, both as to the number of persons
employed and the compensation of public service. It cannot, therefore,
draw more individuals from other pursuits into public life, than would
be employed under any other form or system of government. It is
obvious, that the administration of the government of a country,
whether it be liberal, or absolute, or mixed, is the first thing to be pro-
vided for. Some persons must be employed in making and administer-
ing the laws, before any other human interest can be attended to.
The Fathers of Plymouth organized themselves under a simple com-
pact of government, before they left the Mayflower. This was both
natural and wise. Had they, while yet on shipboard, talked of found-
ing learned societies, or engaged in the discussion of philosophical prob-
lems, it would have been insipid pedantry. As the organization and
administration of the government are, in the order of time, the first
of mere human concerns, they must ever retain a paramount im-
portance. Every thing else must come in by opportunity; this, of neces-
sity, must be provided for: otherwise, life is not safe, property is not
secure, and there is no permanence in the social institutions. The first
efforts, therefore, of men, in building up a new state, are, of necessity,
political. The peculiar relations of the colonies to the parent state, also,
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called into political action much of the talent of the country, for a
century before the revolution. But where else in the world did the
foundation of the college ever follow so closely on that of the re-
public, as in Massachusetts? In the early stages of society, when there
is a scanty population, its entire force is required for administration and
defence. We are receding from this stage, but have not yet reached,
although we are rapidly approaching, that in which a crowded popula-
tion produces a large amount of cultivated talent, not needed for the
service of the state.

As far, then, as the talent and activity of the country are at present
called forth, in a political direction, it is fairly to be ascribed, not to any
supposed incompatibility of popular institutions with the cultivation
of letters, but to the precise point, in its social progress, which the coun-
try has reached. A change of government would produce no change in
this respect. Can any man suppose, other things remaining the same,
that the introduction of an hereditary sovereign, an order of nobility,
a national church, a standing army, and a military police, would tend
to a more general and more fruitful development of mental energy, or
greater leisure, on the part of educated men, to engage in literary pur-
suits? It is obviously as impossible that any such effect should be pro-
duced, as that the supposed producing cause should be put in action, in
this country. By the terms of the supposition, if such a change were
made, the leading class of the community, the nobles, would be politi-
cians, by birth; as much talent would be required to administer the
state; as much physical activity to defend it. If there were a class, as
there probably would be, in the horizontal division of society, which
exists under such governments, not taking an interest in politics, it
would be that, which, under the name of the peasantry, fills, in most
other countries, the place of, perhaps, the most substantial, uncor-
rupted, and intelligent population on earth,—the American Yeomanry.
We are not left to theory on this point. There are portions of the
American continent, earlier settled than the United States, governed,
from the first, by absolute power, and possessing all the advantages
which can flow from what is called a strong government. It may be
safely left to the impartial judgment of mankind, to compare the
progress, either of general intelligence, or of higher literature, in those
portions of the continent, and in the United States. Nor would any
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different conclusion be drawn from the contrast between the colonies
and the United States, before and since the revolution.

Again, it cannot be thought a matter of little moment, that, under a
purely popular government, the cultivation of letters always has been,
and unquestionably always will be, deemed as honorable a pursuit as
any to which the attention can be devoted. Under other forms of govern-
ment, a different standard of respectability exists. Hereditary rank, of
necessity, takes precedence; and all the institutions of society are made
to regard the accidents of birth, as more important than personal merit.
The choicest spirits of Europe, for ten centuries, have been trained up
to the feeling, that government and war are the only callings worthy
of noble blood. In those foreign countries, as England, where the
political institutions have been most improved, and the iron yoke of
feudalism most effectually broken,—that is, in other words, where the
people have been restored to their natural rights,—we behold, as the
invariable consequence, a proportionate intellectual progress. What
could be more preposterous, than to attribute this progress to the opera-
tion of those remnants of the feudal system, which still remain, rather
than to the free principles and popular institutions which have succeeded
it; and to deny to such institutions, in their more perfect organization,
in this country, a tendency to produce the same happy effects, which
their partial introduction has every where else produced?

It cannot but be, that the permanent operation of a free system of
constitutional and representative government should be favorable to
the culture of mind, because it is in conformity with that law of Nature
by which mind itself is distributed. The mental energy of a people,
which you propose to call out, the intellectual capacity, which is to be
cultivated and improved, has been equally diffused, throughout the
land, by a sterner leveller than ever marched in the van of a revolu-
tion,—the impartial providence of God. He has planted the germs of
intellect alike in the city and the country; by the beaten way-side, and
in the secluded valley and solitary hamlet. Sterling native character,
strength and quickness of mind, the capacity for brilliant attainment,
are not among the distinctions which Nature has given, exclusively,
to the higher circles of life. Too often, in quiet times, and in most
countries, they perish in the obscurity to which a false organization
of society consigns them. And the reason why, in dangerous, convulsed,
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and trying times, there generally happens an extraordinary develop-
ment of talent, unquestionably is, that, in such times, whatever be the
nominal form of the government, necessity, for the moment, proclaims
an intellectual Republic.

What happens in a crisis of national fortune, under all govern-
ments, is, in this respect, the steady and natural operation of our politi-
cal institutions. Their foundation, at last, is in dear Nature. They do
not consign the greater part of the social system to torpidity and
mortification. They send out a vital nerve to every member of the com-
munity, however remote, by which it is brought into living conjunction
and strong sympathy with the kindred intellect of the nation. They
thus encourage Nature to perfect her work, on the broadest scale. By
providing systems of universal and cheap education, they multiply,
indefinitely, the numbers of those to whom the path is opened, for
further progress; and thus bring up remote, and otherwise unpatron-
ized, talent into the cheerful field of competition. The practical opera-
tion of popular institutions of government provides, in innumerable
ways, a demand for every species of intellectual effort, not merely
within the circle of a capital, but throughout the land. In short, wher-
ever man has been placed by Providence, endowed with rational capac-
ities of improvement, there the genius of the republic visits him,
with a voice of encouragement and hope. Every day he receives, from
the working of the social system, some new assurance that he is not
forgotten in the multitude of the people. He is called to do some act,
to assert some right, and to enjoy some privilege; and he is elevated,
by this consciousness of his social importance, from the condition of
the serf or the peasant, to that of the freeman and the citizen.

In thus maintaining that the tendency of our popular institutions,
at the present stage of our national progress, to excite a diffusive inter-
est in politics, is in no degree unfriendly to the permanent intellectual
improvement of the country, it is not intended to assert that the peculiar
and original character of these institutions will produce no correspond-
ing modification of our literature. The reverse is, unquestionably, the
fact. It may safely be supposed, that, with the growth of the people
in wealth and population, as the various occasions of an enterprising
and prosperous community, placed on the widest theatre of action ever
opened to man, call into strong action and vigorous competition the
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cultivated talent of the country, some peculiar tone, form, and propor-
tion will be given to its literature, by the nature of its political institu-
tions, and the social habits founded on them. Literature is but a more
perfect communication of man with man, and mind with mind. It is
the judgment, the memory, the imagination; discoursing, recording,
or musing aloud, upon the materials drawn from the great storehouse
of observation, or fashioned out of them by the creative powers of the
mind. It is the outward expression of the intellectual man; or, if not
this, it is poor imitation. What, therefore, affects the man, affects the
literature; and it may be assumed, as certain, that the peculiarity of our
political institutions will be represented in the character of our intel-
lectual pursuits. Government, war, commerce, manners, and the stage
of social progress, are reflected in the literature of a country. No prec-
edent exists, to teach us what direction the mind will most decidedly
take, under the strong excitements to action above described, unre-
strained by the direct power of government, but greatly influenced by
public sentiment, throughout a vastly-extensive and highly-prosperous
country, into which the civilization of older states has been rapidly
transfused.

This condition of things is, evidently, substantially new, and renders
it impossible to foresee what garments our native muses will weave to
themselves. To foretell our literature would be to create it. There was
a time, before an epic poem, a tragedy, an historical composition, or a
forensic harangue, had ever been produced by the wit of man. It was
a time of vast and powerful empires, and of populous and wealthy
cities. We have no reason to think that any work, in either of those de-
partments of literature, (with the exception, perhaps, of some meagre
chronicle, which might be called history,) was produced by the early
Ethiopians, the Egyptians, or the Assyrians. Greece herself had been
settled a thousand years, before the golden age of her literature. At
length, the new and beautiful forms, in which human thought and
passion expressed themselves in that favored region, sprang up, and
under the excitement of free political institutions. Before the epos,
the drama, the oration, the history, appeared, it would, of course, have
been idle for the philosopher to form conjectures as to the paths which
would be struck out by the kindling genius of the age. He who could
form such an anticipation could and would realize it, and it would be
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anticipation no longer. The critic is ages behind the poet. Epic poetry
was first conceived of, when the gorgeous vision of the Iliad, not, in-
deed, in its full detail of circumstances, but in the dim fancy of its lead-
ing scenes and bolder features, burst upon the soul of Homer.

It would be equally impossible to mark out, beforehand, the proba-
ble direction in which the intellect of this country will move, under
the influence of institutions as new and peculiar as those of Greece, and
so organized as to secure the best blessings of popular government, with-
out the evils of anarchy. But if, as no one will deny, our political sys-
tem brings more minds into action, on equal terms, and extends the
advantages of education, more equally, throughout the community;
if it provides a prompter and wider circulation of thought; if, by rais-
ing the character of the masses, it swells to tens of thousands and mil-
lions those “sons of emulation, who crowd the narrow strait where
honor travels,” it would seem not too much to anticipate new varieties
and peculiar power in the literature, which is but the voice and utter-
ance of all this mental action. The instrument of communication may
receive improvement; the written and spoken language acquire new
vigor; possibly, forms of address wholly new will be devised. Where
great interests are at stake, great concerns rapidly succeeding each
other, depending on almost innumerable wills, and yet requiring to be
apprehended in a glance, and explained in a word; where movements
are to be given to a vast population, not so much by transmitting orders
as by diffusing opinions, exciting feelings, and touching the electric
chord of sympathy; there language and expression will become intense,
and the old processes of communication must put on a vigor and a direct-
ness adapted to the condition of things.

Qur country is called, as it is, practical ; but this is the element for in-
tellectual action. No strongly-marked and high-toned literature, poetry,
eloquence, or philosophy, ever appeared, but under the pressure of great
interests, great enterprises, perilous risks, and dazzling rewards. States-
men, and warriors, and poets, and orators, and artists, start up under
one and the same excitement. They are all branches of one stock. They
form, and cheer, and stimulate, and, what is worth all the rest, under-
stand, each other; and it is as truly the sentiment of the student, in the
recesses of his cell, as of the soldier in the ranks, which breathes in the
exclamation,
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“To all the sons of sense proclaim,
One glorious hour of crowded life
Is worth an age without a name;” !

crowded with emotion, thought, utterance, and achievement.

Let us now inquire how history and experience confirm the forego-
ing speculations. Here we shall be met again at the outset, and re-
minded of the splendid patronage which has been bestowed by strong
governments on literature; patronage of a kind which necessarily im-
plies the centralization of the resources of the state, and is consequently
inconsistent with a representative system. We shall be told of the rich
establishments, and liberal pensions; of museums founded, libraries
collected, and learned societies sustained; by Ptolemies, Augustuses,
and Louises, of ancient and modern times. Then we shall be directed
to observe the fruit of this noble patronage, in the wonders of anti-
quarian and scientific lore which it has ushered into the world; the
Thesauruses and Corpuses, from which the emulous student, who
would understand all things, recoils in horror, and in the contemplation
of which, meek-eyed Patience folds her hands in despair.

When we have reflected on these things, and turn our thoughts back
to our poor republican land; to our frugal state treasuries, and the cau-
tion with which they are dispensed; to our modest private fortunes,
and the thrift with which they are, of necessity, hoarded; to our scanty
public libraries, and proportionably limited private collections,—we
may be apt to form gloomy auguries of the influence of free political
institutions on letters. Here, then, we may fairly scrutinize the real
character of this vaunted patronage, and inquire what it has actually
done for the pure original literature of any people. How much was un-
fruitful pomp and display, and how much mere favoritism; and of
the expensive literary enterprises, to which I have alluded, how many
may be compared to the Pyramids—stupendous monuments of indus-
try, labor, and power, of little value to the eye of taste, and of no bene-
fit to man?

But let us examine, more carefully, the experience of former ages,
and see how far their political institutions, as they have been more or
less popular, have been more or less productive of intellectual excel-

1 Scott, Old Mortality, Chap. XXXIV.
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lence. When we make this examination, we shall be gratified to find,
that the clear precedents are all in favor of liberty. The greatest efforts
of human genius have been made where the nearest approach to free
institutions has taken place. Not one ray of intellectual light shone
forth, as far as we know, to cheer the long and gloomy ages of the
Memphian and Babylonian despots. Not an historian, not an orator,
not a poet, as has been already observed, is heard of in their annals.
When we ask what was achieved by the generations of thinking be-
ings,—the millions of men, whose natural genius may have been as
bright as that of the Greeks, nay, who forestalled the Greeks in the
first invention of many of the arts,—we are told that they built the
pyramids of Memphis, the temples of Thebes, the tower of Babylon;
and carried Sesostris and Ninus upon their shoulders, from the west of
Africa to the Indus. Mark the contrast in Greece. With the first emerg-
ing of that country into the light of political liberty, the poems of
Homer appear. Some centuries, alike of political confusion and literary
darkness, follow, and then the great constellation of their geniuses
seems to rise at once. The stormy eloquence and the deep philosophy,
the impassioned drama and the grave history, were all produced for the
entertainment of the “ficrce democratie” of Athens.

Here, then, the genial influence of liberty on letters is strongly put
to the test. Athens was certainly a free state; free to licentiousness, free
to madness. The rich were arbitrarily pillaged to defray the public
expenses; the great were banished to appease the envy of their rivals;
the wise sacrificed to the fury of the populace. It was a state, in short,
where liberty existed, with most of the imperfections which have some-
times led the desponding to love and praise despotism. Still, however,
it was for this lawless, merciless, but free people, that the most chaste
and accomplished literature which the world has known, was produced.
The philosophy of Plato was the attraction which drew the young men
of this factious city to a morning’s walk in the olive gardens of the
academy. Those tumultuous assemblies of Athens, which rose in their
wrath, and to a man, and clamored for the blood of Phocion, required
to be addressed in the profoundly studied and exquisitely wrought
orations of Demosthenes.

No! the noble and elegant arts of Greece grew up in no Augustan
age. Unknown before in the world, strangers on the Nile, and on the
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Euphrates, they sprang at once into life, in a region not unlike our own
New England,—iron-bound, sterile, but free. The imperial astron-
omers of Chaldxa went up almost to the stars in their observatories;
but it was a Greek who first foretold an eclipse, and measured the year.
Some happy genius in the East invented the alphabet, but not a line
has reached us of profane literature, in any of their languages; and it
is owing to the embalming power of Grecian genius, that the invention
itself has been transmitted to the world. The Egyptian architects could
erect structures, which, after three thousand years, are still standing
in their uncouth, original majesty; but it was only on the barren soil
of Attica, that the beautiful columns of the Parthenon and the Theseum
could rest, which are standing also.

With the decline of liberty in Greece began the decline of her letters
and her arts, though her tumultuous democracies were succeeded by
liberal and accomplished princes. Compare the literature of the Alexan-
drian with that of the Periclean age; how cold, pedantic, and imitative!
Compare, I will not say the axes, the eggs, the altars, and the other
frigid devices of the pensioned wits in the museum at Alexandria, in a
far subsequent age, but compare their best productions with those of
independent Greece; Callimachus with Pindar, Lycophron with
Sophocles, Aristophanes of Byzantium with Aristotle, and Apollonius
the Rhodian with Homer. When we descend to Rome, to the Augustan
age, the proverbial era of Mzcenas, we find one uniform work of imita-
tion, often of translation. The choicest spirits seldom rise beyond a
happy transfusion of the Grecian masters. Horace translates Alczeus,
Terence translates Menander, Lucretius translates Epicurus, Virgil
translates Homer, and Cicero, I had almost said, translates Demos-
thenes and Plato. But the soul of republican liberty did burst forth
from the lips of Cicero; her inspiration produced in him the best speci-
mens of a purely original literature, which the Romans have trans-
mitted to us. After him, their literary history is written in one line of
Tacitus: gliscente adulatione, magna ingenia deterrebantur. The fine
arts revived a little, under the princes of the Flavian house, but never
rose higher than a successful imitation of the waning excellence of
Greece, executed by her fugitive artists. With the princes of this line,
the arts of Rome expired, and Constantine the Great was obliged to tear
down an arch of Trajan for sculptures, to adorn his own. Finally, a
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long period of military and barbarous despotism succeeded, which
buried letters and arts in one grave with national independence.

In modern times, the question as to the distinct effect of political insti-
tutions on learning, has become greatly complicated, in consequence of
the large number of separate states, into which the civilized world is
divided, and the easy-and rapid communication between them. The
consequence is, that a powerful impulse, given to mind in one country,
under the influence of causes favorable to its progress, may be felt
to some extent in other countries, where no such causes exist. Upon the
whole, however, the modern history of literature furnishes many
illustrious examples, which may well awaken a doubt whether much
has been effected by direct patronage, whether of arbitrary or liberal
governments, for the encouragement of letters. Dante, Petrarch, and
Boccaccio, “the all Etruscan three,” were citizens of the Florentine re-
public, to which they owed nothing but exile, confiscation, and persecu-
tion. The Medici rendered important services in promoting the re-
vival of letters, but Machiavelli was pursued for resisting their tyran-
nical designs; Guicciardini composed his history in exile; and Galileo
confessed, in the prisons of the Inquisition, that the earth did not move.
Ariosto’s princely patron, when presented with a copy of the Orlando,
asked, “Where did you pick up this trumpery, Ludovico?” and the
“magnanimous Alfonso” confined Tasso in a madhouse, till he became
a fitting inmate for it. Cervantes, after he had immortalized himself,
in his great work, was obliged to write on, for bread. The whole French
Academy was pensioned, to crush the great Corneille. Racine, after
living to see his finest pieces derided as cold and worthless, died of a
broken heart. The divine genius of Shakespeare found its best patronage
in popular favor. It gave him fortune, but it raised him to no higher
rank than that of a subaltern actor in his own and Ben Jonson’s plays.
The immortal Bacon made disastrous wreck of his greatness, in a court,
and is said (falsely, I trust) to have begged a cup of beer, in his old
age, and begged it in vain. The most valuable of the pieces of Selden
were written in that famous resort of great minds, the Tower of Lon-
don. Milton, surprised by want, in his infirm old age, sold one of the
first productions of the human mind for five pounds. The great boast
of English philosophy was expelled from his place in Oxford, and kept
in banishment, “the king having been given to understand,” to use the
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words of Lord Sunderland, who ordered the expulsion, “that oxe
Locke has, upon several occasions, behaved himself very factiously
against the government.” Dryden presents his translation to his patron,
as “the wretched remainder of a sickly age worn out with study and
oppressed with fortune, without other support than the constancy and
patience of a Christian.” Otway was choked with a morsel of bread, too
ravenously swallowed after a long fast. Johnson, after the publication
of his Dictionary, was released by Richardson from arrest for debt;
and Goldsmith, at one period of his career, took refuge from actual
starvation among the beggars of London. When we consider these facts,
and the innumerable others of which these are a specimen, we may
probably be led to the conclusion that the appearance of eminent
geniuses, under the forms of government subsisting in Europe, furnishes
no decisive proof that they are the most friendly to intellectual progress.

I1. The next circumstance, worthy of mention, as peculiarly cal-
culated to promote the progress of improvement, and to furnish motives
to intellectual exertion, in this country, is the extension of one govern-
ment, one language, and, substantially, one character, over so vast a
space as the United States of America. Hitherto, in the main, the world
has seen but two forms of political government—free governments in
small states, and arbitrary governments in large ones. Though various
shades of both have appeared, at different times, in the world, yet, on
the whole, the political ingenuity of man has never before devised the
method of extending purely popular institutions beyond small districts,
or of governing large states by any other means than military power.
The consequence has been, that the favorable effect of free institutions
on intellectual progress, has never been developed, on a very large scale.
But, though favorable to the improvement of the mind, under any
circumstances, it is evident, that, in order to their full effect, in bringing
forth the highest attainable excellence, they must be permanently
established, in an extensive region and over a numerous people. Such is
the state of things existing in this country, and for the first time in the
world, and for which we are indebted to the peculiar nature of our
government, as a union of confederated republics. Its effect upon litera-
ture must eventually be, to give elevation, dignity, and generous ex-
pansion to every species of mental effort. A nationality at once liberal
and great is the parent of great thoughts. The extent, the resources,
and the destiny of the country are imaged forth in the conception of its
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leading minds. They are but the organs of the race from which they
are descended, the land in which they live, and the patriotic associations
under which they have been educated. These prompt their language
and elevate their thoughts. Under an impulse like the prophetic en-
thusiasm of old, they feel and utter the sentiments which are inspired
by the system of which they are the members. As the mind goes forth
to enter into communion or conflict with millions of kindred spirits,
over a mighty realm, it dilates, with a noble consciousness of its voca-
tion. It disdains mean conceptions, and strives to speak a noble word,
which will touch the heart of a great people.

This necessary connection between the extent of a country and its
intellectual progress, was, it is true, of more importance in antiquity
than it is at the present day, because, at that period of the world, owing
to political causes, on which we have not time to dwell, there was, upon
the whole, but one civilized and cultivated people, at a time, upon the
stage; and the mind of one nation found no sympathy, and derived
no aid, from the mind of another. Art and refinement followed in the
train of political ascendency, from the East to Greece, and from Greece
to Rome, declining in one region as they rose in another. In the modern
world, a combination of political, intellectual, and even mechanical
causes, (for the art of printing is among the most powerful of them,)
has produced an extension of the highest civilization over a large family
of states, existing contemporaneously in Europe and America. This
circumstance might seem to mould the civilized portion of mankind into
one republic of letters, and make it, comparatively, a matter of indiffer-
ence to any individual mind, whether its lot was cast in a small or a
large, a weak or a powerful, state. It must be freely admitted, that
this is, to some extent, the case; and it is one of the great advantages
of the modern over the ancient civilization. And yet a singular fatality
immediately presents itself, to neutralize, in a great degree, the bene-
ficial effects of this enlarged and diffused civilization on the progress
of letters in any single state. It is true, that, instead of one sole country,
as in antiquity, where the arts and refinements find a home, there are,
in modern Europe, seven or eight, equally entitled to the general name
of cultivated nations, and in each of which some minds of the first order
have appeared. And yet, by the multiplication of languages, the power-
ful effect of international sympathy on the progress of letters has been
greatly impaired. The muses of Shakspeare and Milton, of Camoens,
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of Lope de Vega and Calderon, of Corneille and Racine, of Dante and
Tasso, of Geethe and Schiller, are comparative strangers to each other.
Certainly it is not intended that these illustrious minds are unknown
beyond the limits of the lands in which they were trained, and to which
they spoke. But who is ignorant that not one of them finds a full and
hearty response from any other people but his own, and that their
writings must be, to some extent, a sealed book, except to those
who read them in the mother tongue? There are other languages be-
sides those alluded to, in which the works of a great writer would
be still more effectually locked up. How few, even of well-educated for-
eigners, know any thing of the literature of the Hungarian, Scla-
vonian, or Scandinavian races! to say nothing of the languages of the
East.

This evil is so great and obvious, that for nearly two centuries after
the revival of letters, the Latin language was adopted, as a matter of
course, by the scholars of Europe, in works intended for general circula-
tion. We see men like Luther, Calvin, Erasmus, Bacon, Grotius, and
Leibnitz, who could scarce have written a line without exciting the
admiration of their countrymen, driven to the use of a tongue which
none but the learned could understand. For the sake of addressing the
scholars of other countries, these great men, and others like them, in
many of their writings, were willing to cut themselves off from all
sympathy with the mass of those whom, as patriots, they must have
wished most to instruct. In works of pure science and learned criticism,
this is of the less consequence; for, being independent of sentiment, it
matters less how remote from real life the symbols by which their
ideas are conveyed. But, when we see a writer, like Milton, who, as
much as any other that ever lived, was a master of the music of his na-
tive tongue; who, besides all the beauty of conception and imagery,
knew better than most other men how to breathe forth his thoughts
and images,

“In notes with many a winding bout
Of linked sweetness long drawn out,
With wanton heed and giddy cunning,
The melting voice through mazes running,
Untwisting all the chains that tie
The hidden soul of harmony;”
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when we see a master of English eloquence, thus gifted, choosing a dead
language,—the dialect of the closet, a tongue without an echo from the
hearts of the people,—as the vehicle of his defence of that people’s
rights; asserting the cause of Englishmen in the language, as it may be
truly called, of Cicero; we can only measure the incongruity, by re-
flecting what Cicero would himself have thought and felt, if compelled
to defend the cause of Roman freedom, not in the language of the
Roman citizen, but in that of the Grecian rhetorician, or the Punic
merchant. And yet, Milton could not choose but employ this language;
for he felt that in this, and this alone, he could speak the word “with
which all Europe rang from side to side.”

There is little doubt that the prevalence of the Latin language,
among modern scholars, was a great cause, not only of the slow progress
of letters among the people at large, but of the stiffness and constraint
of the vernacular style of most scholars themselves, in the sixteenth
and seventeenth centuries. That the reformation in religion advanced
with such rapidity is, in no small degree, to be attributed to the transla-
tions of the Scriptures and the use of liturgies in the modern tongues.
The preservation, in legal acts, in England, of a foreign language,—I
will not offend the majesty of Rome by calling it Latin,—down to so
late a period as 1730, may be one reason why reform in the law did
not keep pace with the progress of reform in some other departments.
With the establishment of popular institutions under Cromwell, among
various other legal improvements,” many of which were speedily
adopted by our plain-dealing forefathers, the records of the law were
ordered to be kept in English; “a novelty,” says the learned com-
mentator on the English laws, “which, at the restoration, was no
longer continued, practisers having found it very difhcult to express
themselves so concisely or significantly in any other language but
Latin.”

Nor are the other remedies for the evil of a multiplicity of tongues
more efficacious. Something, of course, is done by translations, and
something by the study of foreign languages. But that no effectual
transfusion of the higher literature of a country can take place in the
way of translation, need not be urged; and it is a remark of one of the

2 See a number of them in Lord Somers’s Tracts, Vol. L.
8 Blackstone’s Commentaries, Yol. 111. p. 422.
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few who could have courage to make such a remark, Madame de Stael,
that it is impossible fully to comprehend the literature of a foreign
tongue. The general preference, given till lately, to Young’s Night
Thoughts and Ossian, over all the other English poets, in many parts
of the continent of Europe, confirms the justice of this observation. It is
unnecessary, however, to repeat, that it is not intended to apply to
works of exact science, or merely popular information.

There is, indeed, an influence of exalted genius, coéxtensive with the
earth. Something of its power will be felt, in spite of the obstacles of
different languages, remote regions, and other times. The minds of
Dante and of Shakspeare have, no doubt, by indirect influence,
affected thousands who never read a line of either. But the true empire
of genius, its sovereign sway, must be at home, and oventhe hearts of
kindred men. A charm, which nothing can borrow, and for which there
is no substitute, dwells in the simple sound of our mother tongue. Not
analyzed, nor reasoned upon, it unites the simplest recollections of early
life with the maturest conceptions of the understanding. The heart is
willing to open all its avenues to the language in which its infantile
caprices were soothed; and, by the curious efficacy of the principle of
association, it is this echo from the faint dawn of intelligence, which
gives to eloquence much of its manly power, and to poetry much of its
divine charm.

What a noble prospect presents itself, in this way, for the circulation
of thought and sentiment in our country! Instead of that multiplicity
of dialect, by which mental communication and sympathy between
different nations are restrained in the Old World, a continually ex-
panding realm is opened to American intellect, by the extension of one
language over so large a portion of the Continent. The enginery of
the press is here, for the first time, brought to bear, with all its mighty
power, on the minds and hearts of men, in exchanging intelligence,
and circulating opinions, unchecked by diversity of language, over an
empire more extensive than the whole of Europe.

And this community of language, all important as it is, is but a part
of the manifold brotherhood, which already unites the growing mil-
lions of America, with a most powerful influence on literary culture.
In Europe, the work of international alienation, which begins in diver-
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sity of language, is consummated by diversity of race, institutions, and
national prejudices. In crossing the principal rivers, channels, and
mountains, in that quarter of the world, you are met, not only by new
tongues, but by new forms of government, new associations of ancestry,
new, and often hostile objects of national pride and attachment. While,
on the other hand, throughout the vast regions included within the
limits of our republic, not only the same language,+but the same na-
tional government, the same laws and manners, and common ancestral
associations prevail. Mankind will here exist and act in a kindred mass,
such as was scarcely ever before congregated on the earth’s surface.
What would be the effect, on the intellectual state of Europe, at the
present day, were all her nations and tribes amalgamated into one
vast empire, speaking the same tongue, united into one political sys-
tem, and that a free one, and opening one broad, unobstructed pathway,
for the interchange of thought and feeling, from Lisbon to Archangel?
If effects must bear a constant proportion to their causes; if the energy
of thought is to be commensurate with the masses which prompt it,
and the masses it must penetrate; if eloquence is to grow in fervor with
the weight of the interests it is to plead, and the grandeur of the as-
semblies it addresses; in a word, if the faculties of the human mind are
capable of tension and achievement altogether indefinite;

«
“Nil actum reputans, dum quid superesset agendum;”’

then it is not too much to say, that a new era will open on the intel-
lectual world, in the fulfilment of our country’s prospects.

If it should be objected, that the permanent and prosperous existence
of a commonwealth so extensive is not to be hoped for, I reply, that by
the wise and happy partition of powers between the national and state
governments, in virtue of which the national government is relieved
from all the odium of internal administration, and the state govern-
ments are spared the conflicts of foreign politics, all bounds seem re-
moved from the possible extension of our country, but the geographical
limits of the continent. Instead of growing cumbrous, as it increases in
size, there never was a moment, since the first settlement in Virginia,
when the political system of America moved with so firm and bold a
step, as at the present day. Should our happy Union continue, this great
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continent, in no remote futurity, will be filled up with the mightiest
kindred people known in history; our language will acquire an exten-
sion which no other ever possessed; and the empire of the mind, with
nothing to resist its sway, will attain an expansion, of which, as yet, we
can but partly conceive. The vision is too magnificent to be fully borne;
—a mass of two or three hundred millions, not chained to the oar, like
the same number,in China, by a stupefying despotism, but held in their
several orbits of nation and statc, by the grand representative attrac-
tion; bringing to bear, on every point, the concentrated energy of such
a host; calling into competition so many minds; uniting into one great
national feeling the hearts of so many freemen, all to be guided, moved
and swayed, by the master spirits of the time!

ITI. Let me not be told that this is a chimerical imagination of a fu-
ture indefinitely removed; let me not hear repeated the poor jest of an
anticipati