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PREFACE

THE period treated in this volume is one of unique
interest and significance in the history of Europe.
Within these two centuries the political and social
conditions of the so-called Middle Ages came to an
end, and the states system of Modern Europe took
its rise. But the importance of the period is more
than equalled by the almost superhuman difficulty of
narrating its events in anything like orderly and in-
telligible sequence. Such unity as had been given
to Western Europe by the medieval Empire and
Papacy disappeared with the Great Interregnum in the
middle of the thirteenth century; and such unity as
was afterwards supplied by the growth of formal inter-
national relations cannot be said to begin before the
invasion of Naples by Charles VIII. of France at the
end of the fifteenth century. In the interval bétween
these two dates there is apparent chaos, and only the
closest attention can detect the germs of future order
in the midst of the struggle of dying and nascent
forces. It is easy to find evidence of astounding in-
tellectual activity and instances of brilliant political
and military achievement, but the dominant charac-
teristic of the age is its diversity, and it is hard to
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find any principle of co-ordination. A cursor: glance
over some of the most striking episodes of the period
will serve to illustrate the multiplicity of its interests.
The hundred years’ war between England and France;
the rise and fall of the House of Burgundy; thc
struggle of old and new conceptions of ecclesiastical
polity in the Papal schism, in the Councils of Constance
and Basel, and in the Hussite movement; the mar-
vellous achievements of the republic of Venice, and
of Florence under both republican and Medicean rule;
the revival of art and letters, not only in one or two
great centres, but in numerous petty states which
would otherwise be wholly obscure; the growth and
decline of unique corporations, such as the Hanseatic
League and the Teutonic Order ; the extension and
gradual union of the Christian states of Spain at the
expense of Mohammedanism, and at the same time
the gloomy story of the conquest of the Eastern
Empire by the Turks;—all these episodes might well
be treated in a volume apiece, but it is difficult to
arrange them within the compass of a book which
should deal with the general development of Europe.
No doubt it may be held that some of these events are
of more permanent importance than others, and that
the essential fact to grasp in the period is the rise
of great and coherent states like France, Spain, and
England. But it is equally true that the important
events are unintelligible without some knowledge of
the less important events with which they are con-
nected ; that in this period Germany and Italy are
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more prominent than Spain and England, or even
than France; and that Germany and Italy are not
coherent states at all. The former is a bundle of states,
and the latter can hardly be said to be as much. And
% may be urged with some force that German history
in the fourteenth century cannot be studied without
some attention being paid to Poland, Hungary, and
Denmark; that the history of Venice and Florence
cannot be isolated from that of Genoa and Pisa; and
that even in tracing the growth of states which achieved
some measure of unity it is necessary to note the
absorption of the formerly distinct and independent
provinces.

I have stated the difficulty, which is indeed suffi-
ciently obvious, but I cannot claim to have found
a thoroughly satisfactory solution. My endeavour
has been to make the narrative as clear and intel-
ligible as the conflicting needs of conciseness and of
frequent transitions will admit. I may perhaps point
out to my readers that in an age in which dynastic
interests and claims become of greater and greater
importance, in which royal marriages are a prominent
factor in international politics and vitally affect the
growth of the greatest states, a careful study of gene-
alogy is imperatively necessary. This will explain
and justify the insertion of a number of genealogical
tables in the Appendix, which the student of the
period may find not the least useful part of the

volume. R. LODGE.

EDINBURGH.
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE

[This table has been drawn up in order to bring together in their
chronological sequence those events in different parts of Europe which

are necessarily treated in the text under the head of different states.

The

chief events in English History are inserted to serve as guide-posts, even
though in some cases no direct reference may be made to them in the
following pages.]
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”

”

1277.
”»
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"

»
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Ottokar of Bohemia killed in the battle of Marchfeld
(August 26). Accession of Wenzel 11., .

The Teutonic Knights complete the conquest of Pru551a,

Death of Pope Nicolas 111., . .

Election of Pope Martin 1v., .

The Sicilian Vespers (March 30) lead to the transfer of
Sicily from the house of Anjou to Peter 111. of Aragon, .

Constitutional changes in Florence, . .

Austria, Styria, and Carniola acquired by house of Haps-
burg, and Carinthia given to Meinhard of Tyrol, . .

Death of the Greek Emperor Michael viII., and accession of
Andronicus 11., . . . . . . .

Edward 1. of England conquers Wales, . . . .

Peter 111. of Aragon issues the ¢ General Privilege,” .
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481



L

1284.

"

1286.

1287.
1288,
1291.

”

”

1292.

”

"

1293.
1204.

»

1295.

”

1296.

LR

1297.

12

1298,

Chronological Table xiii

PAGE

Batiie of Meloria. The Pisans, defeated by the Genoese,
lose their maritime importance, . . . . 31
Death of Alfonso X. (the Wnse) of Castlle Accession of .
Sancho 1v., . . . . . 48, 470

Charles of Valois accepts the crown of Aragon from the
Pope. War between France and Aragon, . . . 49

. Death of Charles 1., King of Naples (January 7). Accession
of Charles 11., . . . . 25

Death of Pope Martin 1v. (March 12) Election of
Honorius 1v., . . . . 28

Death of Philip 111. of France (October 5) Accession of
Philip 1v., . . . 49

Death of Peter III. of Aragon (November xI) Accession
of Alfonso 11I. in Aragon and of James in Sicily, . 25, 480

Accession of Eric Menved in Denmark, . . . . 430
Death of Alexander 111. of Scotland, . T {74

Alfonso 111. of Aragon issues the ¢ Privilege of Union,’ . 481
Death of Pope Honorius 1v. Election of Nicolas 1v., . 28
Death of Rudolf 1. (July 15), . . 11
Formation of League between Uri, Schwyz, and Unterwalden
(origin of Swiss Confederation), . . . . 127

Fall of Acre puts an end to Christian dominion in the East, 456
Death of Alfonso II1. of Aragon. Succeeded by his brother,
James 11., . . 26, 480

Election of Adolf of Nassau as ng of the Romans (May 5), 11
Death of Nicolas 1v., followed by two years’ interregnum in

the Papacy, . . . . . . 28
Edward 1. awards the Scottlsh crown to John Balliol, . 157
¢ Ordinances of Justice ’ in Florence, . . . . . 32
Election of Pope Celestine 1v., . . . . 28
Abdication of Celestine. Election of Bomface VIIL, . . 28
Qutbreak of war between England and France, . . . 51
John Balliol joins France against Edward 1., . 52
Death of Archbishop Otto Visconti. Succeeded by hls

nephew Matteo, . . 36
Death of Sancho 1v. of Castxle Accession of Ferdinand xv., 470
Edward 1. deposes John Balliol and conquers Scotland, .. 52
Boniface vII1. issues the bull Clericis laicos, . . 29, 52
Rising in Scotland under Wallace, . . . . . 160

Closing of the Great Council in Venice, . . . . 35
Peace between England and France negotiated by Boniface
VIII., . . . L L] L] . . . . Sz
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Death of Adolf of Nassau. Election of Albert 1., 13

Settlement of the long Sicilian wars. Frederick, brother of
James 11. of Aragon, recognised as King of Sicily, . . 26

Defeat of French army by the Flemings at Courtrai (July 11), 53

First meeting of the States-General in France, . . . 60
Matteo Visconti driven from Milan, . . . . . 3hA
Outrage at Anagni, and death of Boniface vIiL., . 29
Andronicus II. invites the ‘ Grand Company of the Catalans

into Greece, . . . 497
Election (February 25) and death (July 27) of Benedlct XI., 29
Election of Clement v., who remains in France, . 30
Death of Wenzel 11. of Bohemia. Election of Wenzel 111., 15
Death of Wenzel 111. of Bohemia. Albert 1. procures the

crown for his son Rudolf] . . . . . . 15
Death of Rudolf of Bohemia. Accession of Henry of

Carinthia, . . . 16

Break-up of Seljuk Empu’e on death of Aladdm L, . . 299
Murder of Albert1. Election of Henry viI, (of Luxemburg), 17

Charles Robert, grandson of Charles 11. of Naples, recog-

nised as King of Hungary, . . . . . 15
Headquarters of the Teutonic Order transferred from Venice

to Marienburg, . . . . . . . 457
Clement v. fixes his re51dence in Avignon, . . . . 30

Death of Charles 11. of Naples. Accession of Robert, . 26

Origin of the Council of Ten in Venice, . . . . 39
Henry VIL. sets out on an expedition to Italy, . . . 17, 39
Henry of Carinthia driven from Bohemia, and the crown

given to Henry viL.’s son John, . . . 18
Henry viI. restores Matteo Visconti in Milan, and appomtc

him imperial vicar, . . . . . 40
The Teutonic Knights acquire Pomerellen, . . . v 458
Suppression of the Templars, . . . . . 55

Annexation of Lyons by Phlllp 1v. of France, . . . 56
Henry viI. crowned Emperor in St. John Lateran, . . 41
Death of Ferdinand 1v. of Castile. Accession of Alfonsox1., 470

Death of Henry viI. near Siena, ' ) . . . 18, 42
Battle of Bannockburn (June 24), . . . 168
Double election in Germany of Lewis the Bavanan and
Frederick of Hapsburg, . . 98
Death of Philip 1v. of France (November 29) Accession
of Louis x., . . . . . . . . . 62

Death of Clement v., and papal interregnum for two years, 98
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Swiss victory at the battle of Morgarten, . . . .

Election of Pope John xx11., . . . . . .

Death of Louis X. of France. Exclusion of his daughter
Jeanne in favour of her uncle, Philip V. (so-called Salic
Law), . . .

Death of Eric Menved and accession of Chnstopher IL in
Denmark,

Defeat and capture of Fredenck of H apsburg at Mﬂhldorf

Death of Philip v. of France. Accession of Charles 1v.,

Galeazzo Visconti succeeds his father Matteo in Milan,

Lewis the Bavarian protests against the intervention of
John xx11. Beginning of quarrel between Empire and
Papacy, . . . .

Death of Waldemar, the last Ascanian Margrave of Branden-
burg. Lewis the Bavarian gives Brandenburg to his
eldest son Lewis, . . .

Orchan succeeds Othman as leader of the Ottoman Turks, .

Lewis the Bavarian enters Italy and is crowned in Mllan,

Lewis crowned Emperor in Rome, . . . .

Deposition of John xx11., and election of anti-pope,

Scottish independence recognised by treaty of Northampton,

Death of Charles 1v. of France. Accession of Philip vI.
(of Valois), . . . . . . .

Separation of France and Navarre the latter goes to
Jeanne, daughter of Louis x., . . . e

Philip vI. defeats the Flemings at Cassel, . . .

Andronicus 11. deposed in favour of his grandson, Androni-
cus IIL., . . . . . .

Death of Castruccio Castracam, Lord of Lucca, . . 108,

Death of Galeazzo Visconti, . . .

Orchan defeats the forces of Andronicus 111. at Pelekanon, .

Mastino della Scala succeeds Cangrande in Verona, . .

Azzo Visconti becomes imperial vicar in Milan, . . 143,
Death of Frederick of Hapsburg, . . . . .
Lewis the Bavarian returns to Germany, . . . .
Luzern joins the league of the Swiss cantons, . . .
John of Bohemia enters Italy and occupies Brescia, . .
League of Italian states against John of Bohemia, . .
Edward Balliol obtains the Scottish crown, and does homage
to Edward mr., . .
Death of Chnstopher 11. followed by elght years lnterreg-
num in Denmark, . . . . . . .
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431
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174
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499
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65
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John of Bohemia abandons Italy, . . . .9

Edward 111. wins battle of Halidon Hill, takes Berwick, and
restores Edward Balliol, .
David Bruce escapes to France, and French mterventlon in
Scotland, . . . . .
Death of John xx11., and electlon of Benedxct XII.,
Death of Henry, Duke of Carinthia and Count of Tyrol,
Carinthia acquired by Hapsburgs, while Tyrol goes to Mar-
garet Maultasch, wife of John Henry of Moravia, . .
Rudolf Brun effects a revolution in Ziirich, . .
Rising in Ghent under Jacob van Artevelde, . .
Death of James I111. of Aragon, and accession of Peter 1v., .
Edward 111, claims the French crown and seeks allies in
Flanders and Germany, . . . .
Electoral meeting at Rense, and diet at F rankfurt to protest
against papal pretensions in Germany, .
Meeting of Lewis the Bavarian and Edward 111. at Coblentz,
League against Mastino della Scala. Verona loses its
ascendency in northern Italy, . . i .
Edward 111, invades France from Flanders Beginning of
Hundred Years’ War. Unsuccessful campaign in Picardy,
Death of Azzo Visconti. Succeeded by his uncle Lucchino,
Naval victory of the English at Sluys,
Edward repulsed from Tournay, concludes truce wrth
Philip v1., . . . .
Succession dispute in Bnttany on death of ]ohn L.,
Alfonso XI. of Castile defeats the Moors in battle of the
Salado, .
Waldemar 111. restores monarchlcal power in Denmark
Lewis the Bavarian divorces Margaret of Maultasch from
John Henry of Moravia, and marries her to his son,
Lewis of Brandenburg, . . . . . .
Death of Andronicus 111., and accession of John v., . .
Edward 111. supports John de Montfort in Brittany, .
Death of Carobert of Hungary, and accession of Lewis the
Great, . . . . . .
Death of Benedict x11., and eleclron of Clement vI., .
Death of Robert of Naples, and accession of Joanna I.,
Expulsion of Walter de Brienne, and constitutional changes
in Florence, . . .
Treaty of Kalisch between Poland and the Teutomc Order,
Murder of Andrew of Hungary, husband of Joanna of Naples,
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68
107
106

107
131

71
481

71

102
72

147

72
175
72

72
73

471
433

107
500
73

152
106
152

148
458
152
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PAGR
Assassination of Jacob van Artevelde, . . . T4
Death of William 1v. of Holland, Hainault, and Zealand
His territories pass to a son of Lewis the Bavarian, 75, 108
Opposition in Germany to Lewis the Bavarian. Election of
Charles 1v. as King of the Romans, . o . 108
Battle of Crecy, . o . . . . 76
Death of John of Bohemla, . . . . . 108
Defeat of the Scots at Nevill’s Cro:s, . . 77

Esthonia handed over by Denmark to the Tcutomc Order, 458
Lewis the Great of Hungary attacks Naples Joanna flies

to Provence, . . . . . . . 153
Triumph of Rienzi in Rome, . . . . . 157
Edward 111. takes Calais (August 4), . . . . 77
Death of Lewis the Bavarian (October 11), . . . 108
Abdication of Rienzi (December 15), . . 159
John Cantacuzenos recognised as joint emperor in Constan-

tinople, . . . . . sor
. Outbreak of the Black Death in Europe, . 78
Battle of Eplla Peter 1v, of Aragon revokes the ¢ anﬂege

of Union,” . 482
Lewis de Méle recovers hls authonty as Count of Flanderb, 78
Foundation of the University of Prague by Charles 1v.,, . 113
Joanna of Naples sells Avignon to Pope Clement VI., . 153
Death of Lucchino Visconti. Succeeded by Giovanni,

Archbishop of Milan, ., . . . .. . 175
Annexation of Dauphiné to France, . . 78
Death of Jeanne of Navarre, and accession of Charles thc -

Bad, . . . . . . . . . 79

Charles 1v. succeeds in overcoming opposition in Germany, I
Death of Philip vI. of France (August 22), and accession of

John, . . 79
Death of Eudes 1v., Duke and Count of Burgundy Suc-

ceeded by Philip de Rouvre, . . . 79
Death of Alfonso x1. of Castile, and accession of Peter the

Cruel, . . . . . . . 47
Giovanni Visconti obtams Bologna, . . . . 160, 175
Outbreak of war between Venice and Genoa, . . . 170
Ziirich joins the Swiss League, . . . . . 132

Peace between Lewis of Hungary and Joanna of Naples, . 153
Albert 11. of Austria attacks Ziirich. Glarus and Zug join

the Confederation, . . . 134
Death of Pope Clement vi., and electxon of Innocent Vi, . 160
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1353. The accession of Bern completes the eight old cantous of
the Swiss Confederation, . . . 135
»» Innocent vi. sends Cardinal Albornoz to recover the
Papal States, almost lost during the residence in Avignon, 160
»» Genoa, defeated in naval war with Venice, submits to Milan, 170
1354. Rienzi’s return to Rome and his death, . . . . I€-
y»» Genoese victory in the battle of Sapienza, . . . I71
Death of Giovanni Visconti. Milanese dominions dlvrded
between his three nephews, . . . . . . 175

s» John Cantacuzenos compelled to abdicate, . . . 5oz
» Turks seize Gallipoli, their first possession on European
soil, . . . . . . . 502
1355. Renewal of English invasion of France, . . . . 8o
»» Charles 1v. crowned Emperor in Rome, . . . . 114
»» Important meeting of States-General in France, . . 81
»» Conspiracy and death of Marin Falier in Venice, . . 169
,» Peace between Venice and Genoa, . 171
,» Assassination of Matteo Visconti. Partrtlon of Mllanese
territories between Bernabo and Galeazzo, . . . 176

»» Death of Stephen Dushan, King of Servia, . . . sor
1356. Battle of Poitiers, and capture of John of France, . . 81

s States-General under the guidance of Etienne Marcel, . 83
»s Charles 1v. issues the Golden Bull, - . . . . 11§
s»» Genoa repudiates Milanese suzerainty, . . . 171,176
1358. Rising of the Jacquerie in France, . 87

s» Assassination of Marcel, and restoration of order and royal
authority by Charles, Duke of Normandy, acting as regent

during his father’s captivity, . . 88
ss Death of Albert 11. of Austria, leaving hrs temtones to
the joint rule of four sons, . . 136
1359. Death of Orchan. Succeeded by Amurath or Murad l . .+ 502
1360. Treaty of Bretigni (May 8) ends first period of the Hundred
Years’ War, . . . . 89

ss Cardinal Albornoz recovers Bologna from the szcontx, 161, 177
1361. Death of Philip de Rouvre. Duchy of Burgundy granted

by John of France to his fourth son, Philip, . . 90
»» Sack of Wisby by Waldemar 111, Beginning of war between

- De¢nmark and the Hanseatic League, . 433
' Amurath 1. seizes Adrianople, which becomes the European

capital of the Turks till 1453, . . 502

1362. Death of Pope Innocent vI., and election of Urban v .y . 161
»»  Defeat of the Hanseatic League by Danish fleet, . . 434
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PAGK
Death of Meinhard, Duke of Upper Bavaria and Count of
Tyrol. Upper Bavaria united with Lower Bavaria : Tyrol
acquired by the Hapsburgs, . . . . I20
Marriage of Margaret of Denmark to Hakon of Noxway, . 435
John of France returns to England and dies there. Acces-

sion of Charles v., . . 188
Treaty of mutual inheritance between the houses of Luxem-

burg and Hapsburg, . . . . . I20
Charles of Blois killed at battle of Aural, . 92
Deposition of Magnus of Sweden in favour of Albert of

Mecklenburg, . . . . . . . 436
Death of Rudolf of Hapsburg, . . . . 137
Settlement of Breton war by the recognmon of John de

Montfort, . . . . . 92

Treatyof Wordingborg between Waldemar 1. and Hanse towns, 436
Peter the Cruel, driven from Castile by Henry of Trasta-

mara, flies to the Black Prince at Bordeaux, . . 93, 473
The Black Prince wins the battle of Najara, and restores

Peter the Cruel in Castile, . . . . . 93, 473
Urban v. returns from Avignon to Rome, . . . 162
Meeting of Hanseatic League at Cologne declares war

against Denmark, . . . . . . . . 437
Charles 1v, visits Urban v. in Rome, . . . . 162
Death of Cardinal Albornoz, . . 162, 177

Triumph of the Hanseatic fleet : capture of Copenhagen, . 438
Battle of Montiel. Death of Peter the Cruel. Accession of

Henry of Trastamara (Henry 11.) in Castile, . . 94, 474
Renewal of war between France and England, . . . 94
The eastern Emperor John v. visits Rome, and agrees to a

union between the Greek and Latin Churches, . 503
Partition of Hapsburg territories between Albert 111 and

Leopold, . . . . . 137, 398

Massacre at Limoges by order of the Black Prince, . . 95
Urban v. returns from Rome to Avignon, . . . . 162
Treaty of Stralsund. Hanseatic League at the zenith of its

power, . 438
Death of Casnmu’ the Great of Poland Succeeded by Lewxs

of Hungary, . 459
Defeat of the Enghsh ﬁeet by Spamards and Ftench oﬂ"

La Rochelle, . . . . . 95

Disastrous expedition of John of Gaunt to France, . . 95
The Emperor Charles 1v. acquires Brandenburg, . . 44
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1375. Truce between England and France, leaving Engladd in
occupation of Calais, Bordeaux, and Bayonne, . . 96
y» Death of Waldemar 111. of Denmark. Accession of Olaf, . 442
1376. Death of the Black Prince (June 8), . . . . . 96
»» Election of Wenzel as King of the Romans, . 121
1377. Death of Edward 111. of England. Accession of Rlchard II., 'y
»» Gregory XI. leaves Avignon for Rome, . . . 162, 185
1378. Death of Gregory XI. in Rome. Election of Urban v1., 162, 185
»» Rising of the ¢ Ciompi’ in Florence, . . . . . 164
»s Outbreak of war between Venice and Genoa, . . 172
»» Galeazzo Visconti dies and is succeeded by Gian Galeazzo, 177
ss Election of anti-pope Clement viI. (Sept. 20). Beginning
of the great schism, . . 122, 162, 186
s» Death of the Emperor Charles 1v. (Nov 29) Partition of
his dominions, . . . 123
1379. The Genoese seize Chloggxa and blockadc chce, . . I72
Death of Henry 11. of Castile, and accession of John 1., . 474

1380. Death of Charles v. of France, and accession of Charles v1., 97, 315
s» Death of Hakon of Norway. Union of Norway and

Denmark under Olaf, . . . . . 442

s» The Genoese are forced to capitulate at Chloggla Triumph
of Venice, . 173
s» Death of Lewis the (xreat, ng of Hungary and Poland 190, 459
1381. Rising of the lower classes in England, . . . 316
1382. Counter-revolution in Florence establishes olxgarchy, . . 166
»s» Rising of the Maillotins in Paris, . . . 317
»s  Rising of the Flemings under Philip van Artevelde, . . 317
ss French defeat of the Flemings at Roosebek, . . . 318
y» Suppression of the Maillotins in Paris, . . 318

»» Death of Joanna I. of Naples. Accession of Charles 1L, . 154
1383. Death of Lewis de Maile. His son-in-law, Philip of
Burgundy, acquires Flanders, Artois, Nevers, Rethel,

and Franche-Comté, . . 320

1385. Gian Galeazzo Visconti imprisons hlS uncle, Bernabo, and
reunites the Milanese dominions, . . . .1y
ss Charles 111. of Naples claims crown of Hungary, . . 191
s»» Portuguese victory at Aljubarrota over Castilians, . 474

»s Death of Louis of Anjou, who had obtained Provence but
had been defeated by Charles 111. as a claimant to Naples, 154
1386. Jagello of Lithuania marries Hedwig, younger daughter of
Lewis the Great, becomes a Christian, and is crowned
King of Poland, . . . . . . . 191, 459
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PAGE
Ve®ntina Visconti married to Louis of Orleans, . e 178, 321
Charles 111. of Naples assassinated in Hungary, . . 155, 191
Swiss victory at Sempach. Defeat and death of Leopold of
Hapsburg, . 138
John of Gaunt advances the clalm of hl% w1fe, Constancc, in
Castile, . . . . 474
Schleswig ceded by Denmark to Count of Holstem, . . 442
Sigismund of Luxemburg crowned King of Hungary, . . 192
Outbreak of town-war in Germany, . . . 189
Death of Peter 1v. of Aragon. Accession of John L, 482
John of Gaunt withdraws his wife’s claim and makes peace
with John 1. of Castile, . 475
Gian Galeazzo seizes Verona and Vlcenza, and ruins the
house of Scala, . . 179
Death of Olaf of Denmark and Norway Succeeded by hxs
mother, Margaret, . . . . 443
Padua subjected by Gian Galeazzo szconn, 179
Albert of Sweden deposed ; crown offered to Margaret of
Denmark and Norway, . . . . 443
Peace of Eger closes the town-war in Germany, . . 190
Hapsburgs recognise by treaty the independence of the
Swiss Confederation, . . . . . . . 138
Turkish victory at Kossova, . . . . . . 503
Amurath 1. succeeded by Bajazet I., . . . . . 503
Death of Urban vi. Election of Boniface 1Xx., . . . 187
Death of John 1. of Castile, and accession of Henry 111., 475
Mary of Sicily marries Martin the Younger, son of Martin I.
of Aragon, . . . .+ 482
Death of Greek emperor, John v., and accession of
Manuel 11., 504
Charles vi. becomes insane. The Dukes of Burgundy and
Orleans dispute for the government of France, . . 319
Death of Avignon Pope, Clement vii. Election of Bene-
dict xur., . . . . . . . 187
Wenzel creates Gian Galeazzo Duke of Milan, . . . 178
Genoa submits to France through fear of Milan, . . . 180
Battle of Nicopolis, . . . . 193, 322, 504
The three Scandinavian kmgdoms accept the Union of
Kalmar, . . . . 443
Meeting of Wenzel and Charles V1. of France at Rhexms, . 194
Gian Galeazzo obtains rule in Pisa and Siena, . . . 181

Ladislas, son of Charles 111., finally secures crown of Naples

against Louis I11. of Anjou, . . . . . 155, 266
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. Revolution in England‘. Accession of Henry 1v.% (of

Lancaster), . . . .

. A party of German prmces depose Wenzel and elect a rival

W\GE

325

King of the Romans, Rupert 111, . . . . 181, 195

Battle of Brescia (Oct. 24) : Milanese troops rout the forces

of Rupert 111., . . . 181, 19§
Death of Gian Galeazzo VlSCOﬂtl (‘%ept 3), . . 181, 241

Battle of Angora: Timour defeats the Turks and captures
Bajazet 1. Constantinople saved for the time,
Death of Philip the Bold of Burgundy. Succeeded by ]ohn

the Fearless, . . . .
Death of Boniface I1X. Election of Innocent vu., . .
Venice allied with Milan against Francesco Carrara, . .
Death of Innocent vil, Election of Gregory xI1., . .
Venice acquires Verona and Padua, . . . .
Death of Timour or Tamerlane, the Tartar leader, . .
Pisa subjected to Florence (Oct. 9), . . . .
Death of Henry 111. of Castile, and accession of ]ohn Iy, .
Assassination of Louis of Orleans in Paris, . . . .
Ladislas of Naples occupies Rome, . . . .
Council of Pisa. Election of a third Pope, Alexander Vo
Exodus of Germans from Prague, . .

Death of Martin the Younger. Sicily passes to his father,
Martin 1. of Aragon,

Outbreak of civil war between Burgundlans and Armagnacs
in France, .

Death of Pope Alexander v. Election of John xxul., .

Death of Rupert 111., King of the Romans, . .

Double election of Sigismund (Sept.) and Jobst (Oct. ),

Recovery of Rome from Ladislas of Naples,

Battle of Tannenberg: defeat of the Teutonic knlghts by
the Poles, . .

Detth of Martin 1., King of Axagon and chnly. Disputed
succession, . . . . . .

Death of Jobst of Moravm (J an, 12), . . . . .

Sigismund again elected King of the Romans, . . .

The Cabochiens supreme in Paris,

Ladislas defeated by papal and Angevin forces at Rocca.-
Secca, . . .

Peace of Thorn between Poland and the Teutomc Order, .

Assassination of Gian Maria Visconti, Filippo Maria rules
in Mil&n, . . . . . . . . .

505

322
187
245
187
245
505
244
475
322
266
199
210

482

326
201
201
203
267

460

483
203
204

327

267
461

246
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Death of Margaret, ¢ the Union Queen.” Accession of Eric
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CHAPTER 1

GERMANY AND THE EMPIRE AFTER THE INTERREGNUM,
1273-1313

The Empire—German divisions—The Interregnum—Rudolf of Hapsburg—
His War with Ottokar—Adolf of Nassau—His relations with France
—His fall—Albert 1.—The Succession in Hungary and Bohemia—The
Election of Henry vi.—His Italian Expedition—His Concessions to the
Princes—His son John and the Bohemian Crown—The French seizure of
Lyons—The importance of the Period 1273-1313 in German History.

EvVER since A.D. 962 the German monarchy had been com-
bined with the Roman Empire, and the union proved harmful
to both offices. The universal authority of the )
Emperor could hardly fail to become shadowy ::: tl;::pm
and unreal, but it was rendered more distasteful German
. . - monarchy.

to non-German princes and peoples by the im-
mediate association cf the Empire with a distinct kingdom,
with which they might have causes of quarrel. And as the
Empire became more and more localised, so the German
kingship became steadily weaker. The shadowy character of
the higher dignity tended to produce the same impression as
to the more real and practical office. The princes who held
their lands of the German king aimed more and more at the
independence of the external kings and rulers, who, in feudal
theory, held of the Emperor. The imperial claims brought
the Empire into collision with the Papacy, and the German
monarchy suffered from the blows which the Emperor’s power
received in the great Contest of Investitures. Moreover, the
Empire carried with it the crown of Italy; and the constant
waste of money and men in the vain attempt to establish a

PERIOD 111, A
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real dominion in the southern peninsula, not only, weak@ned
individual German rulers, but also led to constant absences
from Germany which gave occasion to their northern vassals
to acquire independence. Above all the Empire was, by
tradition and by the very conception of the office, elective.
Thus the German kings were deprived of all the advantages
which normal hereditary succession gave to the rulers of
England and France. Not only did disputed elections give
rise to civil war with all its evils, but the constant change
from one family to another rendered impossible any con-
sistent policy of strengthening the central power. When at
last the Hapsburgs obtained quasi-hereditary possession of
the imperial dignity, disunion had made such progress that it
was too late to apply a remedy.

The decline of the central power and the consequent rise
of a large number of semi-independent political units, each
German with a separate existence of its own, though held
divisions.  together by certain common duties and interests,
make German history in this period peculiarly difficult and
complicated. And the number of these units was far greater
in the thirteenth century than would have seemed likely at an
earlier date. The great duchies formed by the Karolings had,
by the policy of subsequent rulers, been broken up or allowed
to become extinct. The great duchy of Swabia, for instance,
came to an end with the Hohenstaufen, and was never re-
vived. But the extinction of each duchy brought with it an
immense increase of the number of tenants-in-chief. Every
noble, town, and even village which had previously held of
the duke, now claimed to hold directly of the Emperor ; and
though many of the weaker units fell victims to the greed of
powerful neighbours, yet some, like the original members of
the Swiss Confederation, succeeded in retaining the coveted
position. In Germany, too, primogeniture was in those days
a rare exception, and the practice of equal partition among
brothers necessarily led to a great increase in the number of
princely tenants of the Emperor.
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I is, of course, impossible in this volume to attempt to
trace the separate history of the various principalities and
states which fill the rather ill-defined territory the1ay
known as Germany. But it is necessary at start- Princes.
ing to have a clear conception of some of the chief families
which play so important a part in subsequent history. The
four most prominent princely houses in the middle of the
thirteenth century were those of Ascania, Welf, Wittelsbach,
and Wettin. The first was sub-divided into two lines, de-
scended from the two sons of Albert the Bear. The elder
son had held the marks of Brandenburg in the north, which,
since 1267, were split up among several brothers. The
younger son, Bernard, had in 1180 received from Frederick
Barbarossa the diminished duchy of Saxony, which was now
held by his grandson, Albert 1. (1261-1298). The great
family of Welf, so powerful in the previous century, was now
confined to the duchy of Brunswick, afterwards sub-divided
into Liineburg (Hanover) and Wolfenbiittel (Brunswick).
The House of Wittelsbach was represented by two brothers,
Lewis 11, who combined the duchy of Upper Bavaria with
the Palatine county (/Ffalzgrafschaft) of the Rhine, and
Henry, who held the duchy of Lower Bavaria. Henry of
Wettin, whose descendants acquired Saxony in the fifteenth
century and retain it to the present day, was at this time
Margrave of Meissen and Landgrave of Thuringia. But the
most powerful individual prince at this time was Ottokar,
ruler of the Slav kingdom of Bohemia, which was brought by
geography and history into close connection with Germany.
To Bohemia, which he inherited in 1253 from his father,
Wenzel 1., Ottokar had added by marriage and diplomacy
Austria, Styria, Carinthia, and Carniola, and thus held a
secure predominance in south-eastern Germany. There were
also three lesser families, as yet insignificant, and not regarded
as belonging to the princely class, which were destined within
this period to rise to importance in Germany, while two of
them have taken a position among the greatest dynasties
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Europe has ever seen. The House of Luxembharg, in the
thirteenth century the lords of a petty county near the
western frontier, produced in the next century four Emperors,
and founded a territorial power which survived the family
which had created it. The Hapsburgs, hitherto known only
as active and successful nobles in Swabia, within this period
built up a considerable state in south-eastern Germany, and
succeeded to the position which the Luxemburgs had founded.
Finally, the Hohenzollerns, who in the thirteenth century
combined scattered territories in Franconia with the office of
Burggraf of Niirnberg, acquired the electorate of Brandenburg
in the fifteenth century, and though their power grew more
slowly than that of the Luxemburgs and Hapsburgs, yet it
rested on a surer foundation, owed more to ability and policy
than to fortune, and may prove in the end both more brilliant
and more durable.!

Among the great territorial princes of Germany must be
reckoned the very numerous ecclesiastical tenants-in-chief of
the Empire. A large area of German soil, especi-
ally along the valleys of the Rhine and the Main,
was held by bishops and monasteries. Of these clerical
princes the most powerful and prominent were the Rhenish
archbishops of Mainz, Koln, and Trier. In former times the
bishops had been severed from the secular princes by class
interests and traditions, and the separation had been en-
couraged by many of the Emperors, whose policy was to
exalt themselves by playing one off against the other. But
after the middle of the thirteenth century this distinction
tends to become obscured. The rivalry between Emperors
and Popes, though it does not disappear, ceases to be the
dominant factor in German relations ; and during the papal
residence in Avignon (1309-1376) the German bishops be-
come to some extent alienated from the Papacy. The result
is that the German princes, both clerical and secular, come to
form a fairly united class; and the most obvious interest
which binds them together is the desire to strengthen their

1 Both dynasties fell in the crash of 1918.

The Bishops.
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own independence, their ‘liberty,’ as they call it, by weakening
the central power. On the other hand, the lesser tenan