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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

" There is no doubt that Mankind is once more on the move. The
very foundations have been shaken and loosened and diings are again
fluid. The tents have been struck, and the Great Caravan of Humanity
is once more on the march."—GENERAL SMUTS, 16.12.18.

See History of Peace Conference, Vol . |11, p. 54.

TE live in exciting times, and one of the elements

of our excitement is a great uncertainty as to the

future way of the world. Practices and principles for long

held sacred have been cast out of the political and economic

temples and a huge question mark curls in menacing fashion
over mankind.

Though it is difficult to formjudgments as to the future,
that task is made immeasurably harder if prophetic exercises
are conducted in a vacuum as regards the past. However
strange and unusual; however foolish or wise may be the
politics of the human race in the times to come, it is certain
that they will be related in some way to those of the past.

" Whither mankind ? " can only be guessed and perhaps
planned with any hope of accuracy or chance of success
in terms of " Whence mankind ? "

The purpose of this book is to make a " political-
economic " picture of world affairs as they have developed
during " Our Own Times." The title of this book has
been taken to mean the period between the years 1913
and 1934 with such spilling over into remote past and
immediate future as seemed necessary to smooth off jagged
edges.

When this project first began to take shape in my mind
in 1932 there seemed to be two possible methods of dealing
with the immense volume of documentation, fact and
opinion which lay in the libraries and files. Either one
could attempt to write an impressionist study in the sur-
realist style, a book conspicuous for its usdessness as a
work of reference, or else one could attempt to write what
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Preface to the First Edition

has become known as "a factual statement”; a book
which would never be read. Whilst watching the filming
of a play of which lan Hay and | were joint authors,
another idea came into my head. | noticed that far
more feet of film were " shot" than ever appeared in the
finished picture, and so | decided to imagine that my mind
was a cinema camera. | would let it move about amongst
the voluminous mass of historical material and sometimes
| would take a close-up of a man or an event, or a policy.
This done, | would " truck " the camera away and take
a long-distance view, or a picture from an unusual angle.
Then | would build up my final film with such arrangement
of " close-ups and details " and of " long-range shots " as
seemed best calculated to make an arresting yet accurate
picture. This has been my method, and it is hoped that
the result is a book which, whilst not without value as
a work of reference, can aso be read as a hving story of
the wonderfully dramatic events of Our Own Times.

In order to give the book a backbone, search was made
for a central and continuous theme sufficiently compre-
hensive to allow of the whole story being related thereto.
The theme chosen was the problem of Man and Himself,
a problem most sharply expressed in the perpetual clash
between man's yearning to co-operate with his fellows and
his passion for conflict and competition. At the beginning
of the book we se this problem leading man down the
path which ends in War. Throughout the study we record
the swaying fortunes of the struggle between the forces
of co-operation and those of competition. At the end of
the book the issue is still in doubt.

STEPHEN KING-HALL.

HARTFIELD HOUSE,
HEADLEY, HANTS,
Sept. 1934.
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PREFACE TO THE 1938 EDITION

HE favourable reception given by the public of the

English-speaking world to the two-volume edition of
this work has led me to the conclusion that it would be of
service to publish it as one volume, and at the same time
correct a few minor errors, revise the bibliography, and
bring the whole book up to date by the addition of a
supplement covering the period from the autumn of 1934
to October 1938. With the exception of a few minor
alterations and additional footnotes the text of the original
two volumes has not been altered.

| hope it will not be accounted immodest on my part if
| remark that although most of this work was written in
the latter part of 1933, subsequent events have not made it
necessary for me to alter to any substantial extent the
judgments reached at that time. It is of particular interest
to me to discover that | have no need to alter a comma in
the last chapter of conclusions. Al that has happened since
that chapter was written in 1934 is that the issue set forth
in the last section has become more apparent to the man
in the street. In that section | wrote: ,

" At the end of Our Own Times the most important
issue in the world was that of Freedom. . . . The menace
of the authoritarian State with its substitution of the group—
either racial or national—for the individual as the central
fact in life, was very real in 1935. It cannot be said too
plainly that there can be no compromise between the
principles which are at the root of democracy on the one
hand and the Totalitarian system on the other."

| stand absolutely by those words to-day (1938). | am
convinced that the authoritarian States in respect of their
intolerances and persecutions, and their worship of mili-
tarism, are but passing shadows on the mirror of history.

Vil



Preface to the 1938 Edition

Whether they will pass in dreadful war or slowly wither
away | will not pretend to forecast. But that Truth will
prevail is the Faith upon which | have established my
foundations.

| am again indebted to Mrs. L. K. Scott, B.A., for in-
valuable assistance. | shall be grateful ifreaderswill point
out to me any errors which may still exist in this book.

S K.-H.

PREFACE TO THE 1940 EDITION

OUR OWN TIMES was first published in two volumes

“in 1935. In November 1938 a one-volume edition
was produced. This edition contained all the material in the
two volumes and in addition it included an account of
events during the period 1935-38. As it was going to press
| included a prefatory note dealing with the September
Crisis of 1938. In this note | expressed grave doubts as to
whether the Peace obtained at Munich was more than a
breathing space. A number of reviewers chided me for my
pessimism. Alas! my forebodings have proved to be
justified, and as | pen these words Great Britain and the
Dominions are allied to France in a war to the death with
the Nazi regime of Germany. Poland has been struck down
as the first victim in this struggle.

In view of these facts my publisher and | have decided to
produce yet another edition of Our Own Times which shall
be sold at a price bringing it within the reach of those to
whom 12s. 6d. was too much. Furthermore this 1940
edition will include, in addition to all the matter which has
appeared in the earlier editions, a supplementary section
covering the period 1938 to 1939.

SK.-H.
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Our Own Times

this book we shal have more to say upon the relationship
between this problem of body-keeping and the events of
our own times. Here we need only note that sde by sde
with experiments in politics and economics having as their
purpose the solution of the great material problem of life,
man has dso been engaged upon a heart-breaking search
for spiritual pesce. He has groped for the right way
of life, to the attainment of which end material wealth
is but a means. Buddha; Confucius, Jesus Christ; the
Prophet Mohammed have pointed their severd ways. The
first and the third have presented men with the problem
of finding earthly peace by exgpe from things earthly.
These two teachers emphasized the fact that man's funda-
mental problem was Himself. This deep problem has been
reflected as much in the material sSde of man's life as in his
spiritual existence. It is a main conclusion of this book
that the chief significance of Our Own Times is that they
mark the closing years of the long period during which
the urgency and the difficulties of the material problem
necessarily overbore those of the spiritual problem and
relegated it to a second place in men's minds.' For this
reason we suspect that in " The Times to Come" the
non-material aspects of life will engage an ever-increasing
share of men's mental and bodilg activities.  The key-
note of the past hes been Work;“ that of the future will
be Leisure.®

As our vision of the redless and evolutionary processess
of human history emerges from the darkness which covers
primitive man into the foggy twilight of written records
and so to the over-bright glare of personal experience, two
conclusions stand out from a mass of detail.

The first is, that although it has cunningly contrived to
assume as many disguises as there have been years of time,
the nature of the problem of Man and Himself, both in

Y The " long period " may have begun half-way through the paleolithic age.

2 By work is here meant " Production of wealth primarily for consumption
and only secondarily for the sake of creating something."

% It should be, but is unfortunately not, unnecessary to remark that Leisure
does not mean blank idleness. Leisure is time employed in work (physical
and/or mental) done primarily for the joy of achievement.
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Prelude

its material and spiritual aspects, has aways been the same.
It has been the need of making a choice between self and
Hflesness hatred and love; taking and giving; com-
petition and co-operation; the short view and the long
view; nationalism or internationalism. The second con-
clusion is that until about the latter part of the nineteenth
century men were attempting to solve their problem in
the isolation of detached groups.

The whole history of man is on the one hand the story
of the clash between his co-operative and competitive
instincts, and on the other, the story of how the conse-
quences of this clash through the ages have progressively
brought him face to face at last with the inescgpable truth
that just as the problem of Man and Himself is universal
in its application, so dso is there but one mankind and one
earth from which there is but one universally dreaded way
of

The story of the clash referred to above is, in one respect,
a story perpetually repeated, whether its setting be the
tribes of primal times; Empires brightly patterned of Egypt,
Crete, Babylon, Greece, Rome, India, China, Mexico; or
the steel and iron nations of the latter-day New and Old
Worlds. It is a story of man searching for a compromise.
A paradoxical desre to co-operate competitively; to mix
oil and water; to control and be uncontrolled; to be
anarchic and sociad. The theme of this story has been the
same, but the dage has been revolving, and with each
succeeding act the scenery and the setting displayed at the
rise of the curtain have been more elaborate, more nearly
composed of the whole human and material resources of
the globe, until when the curtain rose in preparation for
the presentation of the events which were to make 1914
so memorable a date, the sage of world affars presented
a universal picture for the first time in human history.
The many-coloured pattern which the gods, using man as
their undiscerning shuttle, had been weaving for so many
centuries was complete at last. By 1914 the political and
economic activities of the human race, of all the white,
yellow, brown and black men and those of blended colour

5



Our Own Times

between the racial frontiers, had been integrated by countless
visible and invisible forces and influences.

The World and its inhabitants were potentially, and in
many respects actually, ONE. It was the end of the first
chapter of the creation.

2. Western Civilization

Men of imagination had visioned this event in bygone
days; a few great leaders of thought had striven to bring
it into existence upon the spiritual basis of religion; other
great men skilled in the arts of war and administration had
tried to build up the Universal Kingdom on Earth. They
had failed for the lack of sufficient scientific knowledge.
Science with its mastery over the forces of Nature was the
key to the door beyond which lay world unity; without
the aid of science the task was technically impossible owing
to the physical vastness of the earth, the helplessness of a
naked man and the miserable shortness of a human life.

Science, the catalyst which made possible the unity and
brotherhood of man, also profoundly affected the assumptions
upon which man had erected his social system, since it was
science which by the end of our own times had shown
that the problem of body-keeping in so far as it was one
of creating wealth, could easily be solved. Science,
especially applied science, blossomed forth as a product
of the western world.

At the Renaissance there sprouted in Europe a growth
which germinated during the dark ages chiefly from
seds of Grecian origin planted in Roman soil. This
growth, which must for practical reasons of space be
arbitrarily labelled " Western Civilization/' was destined
to spread all over the world.® The spread of western
civilization, the great crusade in which the white man
both discovered and conquered the world, was a business
which proceeded unevenly for several centuries. It moved

1 It gpread like the banyan-tree, whose branches reach outwards and then
drop shoots to the ground, which there take root and so support the parent
branches. By this method the tree covers much ground.

6



Prelude

like the rising tide of a "storm-tossed ssa The sea was
stormy because the white men struggled and fought
amongst themselves as to which of their political groups
should direct the process of " civilizing" the coloured
peoples. Portugal, Spain, Holland, each had their day
and France and England were long locked in a struggle
for supremacy. But these affairs seen in perspective were
but incidental waves which .only modified the rate and
direction of the rising tide. By the beginning of the
twentieth century, western civilization had risen to flood
level. The homes of three rival civilizations—those of I slam,
India and China—were still partially above water, but they
were undergoing a rapid and obvious process of disintegra-
tion as the remorseless waves from the West beat upon
their ancient and static shapes. It was clear at the beginning -
of the twentieth century that the climax, the triumph of
the western way of life, had arrived. It had created a new,
numerous, and active society in North America, whilst
the Spanish-Portuguese version of western civilization was
in control of South America. The Middle-East was in
the grip of the Europeans and Turkey was awaiting her
fate. The whole of Africa was under western control.
India had its British viceroy and Indo-China its French
governor-general. China was—but here, to quote the words
of a writer in a vernacular paper in 1898—" The foreign
nations are all greedy, and are preparing to cut up the
Chinese melon. . . . China must be on the alert and reform
herself, and must guard against aggression." The nature
of these reforms was clear to the revolutionaries, who
eventually overthrew the Manchu dynasty because of
its palpable inability to resist the pressure of western
civilization. The young Chinese had in front of their
eyes the example of Japan which had only succeeded
in avoiding the acquisitive belly of western civilization
by a process of hasty westernization, which provided
her with a set of sharp teeth in the shape of a navy (made
in Great Britain) and an army (made in Germany).
White Australia and New Zealand complete the general
picture of the universality of western civilization at the

Al 7



Our Own Times

beginning of the twentieth century. How to account
for this spectacular triumph? The answer to this question .
is that western civilization based its appea and enforced its
claim to supremacy on the grounds that it could solve the
material problem of life better and quicker than any of its
rivals.

At the time when western civilization was about to
achieve dominion on earth the fundamental problem of
man was still that of wealth production. The acquirement
of wealth for the feeding, clothing and housing of his body
was still as it had aways been the first duty and primary
anxiety of man. It was because it opened up prospects of
solving this problem with a completeness and speed which
had been unimagined by humanity from the dawn of
history to the seventeenth century, that this new scientific
civilization was so supremely attractive. As a means to
the end of material production western civilization had no
rivals. It conquered nature and harnessed natural forces -
to its purposes. It was a dynamic and virile system infected
with arestless urge called progress. It could not leave well
alone, for there was never a better that could not be made
abest. It was a competitive and pugnacious civilization as .
befitted something that was a parvenu compared to those -
inIndiaand China, or the still more venerableriver civiliza-
tions of the Middle-East, which were but memories before
the white men knew the meaning of cultured life. Broadly
dated, the difference between western civilization and those
of the East which it overran was that the purpose of the
former was " to act,” whilst that of the latter was " to be." .
To the West the means were so important that they often
overshadowed the ends; to the Eadst the ends of life seemed
S0 important that the necessary means were neglected. It
was because the West sought wealth by taming nature, that
migress mankind had vainly wooed through centuries,
and served with endless toil for niggardly rewards, that the
forces of the West, as they moved redledy across the
oceans, the forests, plains and desarts of the earth and cast
bold and covetous gaze upon the still unconquered skies, -
left by their passage an imprint that was mainly economic.
8



Prelude

But before we sketch the picture of western civilization
conquering nature and thereby taking humanity into a

seductive and deadly embrace from which it has been -

struggling to escape during " Our Own Times," something
must be said of the national state; the institution which
acted as the political host and carrier of western materialism.

3. The National Sate

At the Peace Treaty of Westphalia (1648) the political
institution known as the national state emerged in its
modern form from the test-tube in which the notions
of feudalism had been bombarded by the disintegrating
atoms of the Reformation. The national state became
the framework of political security which filled the void
left by the disappearance of feudalism and the Church
Universal, two unifying forces which had failed to coalesce
in the Holy Roman Empire.

The institution of the national state is an expression of
an idea—that of nationality. The conception of nationality
is something which it is almost impossible to define, but
we recognize it as a feeling, a consciousness to which nearly
all Western men are acutely sensitive and which can easily
be understood and adopted from the West by Eastern
men. It is a bond which may be cemented by community
of language, race and geographical propinquity, but it
can exist between persons sharing none of these ties. Nor,
as is proved by the existence of the Minorities Problems,
are the physical and political boundaries of the national
state necessarily coincident with those of a nation. For
the purpose of our present study the National State is the
form of association with which we are chiefly concerned,
though the " nationality idea is of importance in so far
as it was exploited in order to further the external policy
of the state.

In the year 1914, with certain exceptions,l the 1700
million inhabitants of the earth " belonged " to a national

! China was the most notable example of alarge social unit hardly organized
as a national state.

9



Our Own Times

state’ This form of political association was a European
invention of comparatively recéent date, but by 1914 it
had spread upon the wings of western civilization and was
accepted in all parts of the globe as the practical limit of
most of man's political co-operative activities. M en regarded
their national state with its traditions, history (often
unrecognizable as history to the inhabitants of other states),
king or president, emblem, flag, form of government,
code of laws, language, national money, armed forces and
frontiers as something created at least as much by God
as by Man. Some dates even claimed a monopoly of
God's attention. The state was a lighthouse flashing its
message across the stormy ses of history, and it was said
to be a sweet thing to die for one's country. One's country
had a personality, and the poets, prose-makers and orators
harped on themes such as that expressed in the toast:

" Our country! In her intercourse with foreign
nations may she always be in the right; but our country,
right or wrong! "

What this " country” or " state" idea amounted to
when removed from the vague and lofty plane of patriotic
fervour and spread out on the dissecting-table of an inquiring
mind was something very different from the conception
of the poets. However, it is not what is, but what men
believe to be, which governs their actions, and when Norman
Angell pointed out? certain obvious differences between
fact and fancy in this matter of what a national state was,
he suffered the fate of every man who tries to overthrow
well-belovedidols.

In 1914 the majority of national states were newly
fledged. The English, French and Spanish were of some.
standing in point of age, but such important States as
Germany and Italy were children of the nineteenth
century. In 1914 only fifty-three years had elapsed since
in North America the Northern States had defeated the

! One of the curious consequences of the War was the creation of a dass of
persons without nationality. The League of Nations provided them with a

special passport.
2 See his Great Illusion.

10
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Southern States in a bloody civil war in order to prevent
the Southerners from " leaving the nation.” In 1914 the
South American republics had been national dsaes for
about a century, having started their careers by breaking
away from either Spanish or Portuguese rule with the
encouragement of Great Britain. Canning said in 1826,
"1 called the new world into existence to redress the
balance of the old."

Within the boundaries of several national states in Europe,
notably Russia and the Austro-Hungarian Empire, lived
minorities—the Poles, the Finns, the Czechs, the Croats and
Slovenes—who either wished to set up in business as inde-
pendent national dates or ese transfer their allegiance
from one state to another. In the Far East, Japan, controlled
by the leaders of her clans, had astonished the western world
by reproducing within the space of thirty years (1860-90)
the national state in all its essential features. The vast and
peculiar Chinese civilization was setting out along the same
path at the beginning of the twentieth century. Between
1840 and 1910 the self-governing Dominions of Canada,
Australia, New Zealand and South Africa cameinto existence
and hovered on the edge of becoming independent national
states. They were still subordinate to Great Britain in one
important respect: they did not pursue a separate " foreign
policy." The Irish nation was struggling towards statehood
and Indian nationalism was growing fast.

4. Sovereign Rights

If the British Empire can be reckoned as a unit there -
were approximately forty-five national dates in the world
in 1914. The qualification has been made because there
were certain small sates such as Luxembourg nominally
independent but actually closely controlled by their more
powerful neighbours.

The classica test of the right of a group of people to
claim the title of National State for their political organiza-
tion was found in the answer to the question " Has it
sovereign rights? " If the reply was " Yes "—the group

11
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was a national state. In theory the possession of sovereign
rights meant that the will of the sovereign institution could
not be subordinated to any other earthly will. " The King
can do no wrong." In practice each sovereign state, whilst
tenaciously maintaining its theoretical irresponsibility
towards other states, had by 1914 been obliged to take
account of the wills and aspirations of its compeers. At
this time the far-flung and intricate international economic
life with its ramifications of industry, commerce and
finance; and consequent world-wide movements of men
and ideas, goods and credits, had made a compromise
between political sovereignty and economic interdependence
an absolute necessity of life.

The foreign policy of any national state consisted of
a compromise designed to secure the maximum real
advantage at the cost of the minimum theoretical con-
cessions’  Since the sovereign national state was assumed
to be the supreme form of human institution, the severa
states were inevitably rivals. In theory they could not bind
themselves to co-operate without automatically infringing
their sovereignties; but in practice, since a measure of.
co-operation was inevitable, it was achieved without
prejudice, so to say, to the rights of sovereignty when and
ifit seemed advantageous to exercise those rights.

It was this dominating position of the sovereignty idea,
only abandoned unwillingly and with reservations, which
caused the struggles between the white men as to which
national state should be the principal hot-gospeller of
western civilization. Such a role was the prime object
of foreign policy, for it was both pleasing and apparently
profitable.

It was pleasant because it pandered to national vanity; it:
was apparently profitable for it ensured widespread political
control of material resources by bringing within national
frontiers large numbers of men and great areas of territory.
Man-power and raw materials were the sources of military

1 " Thegood old rule,
The smple plan,

. FThat they should take who have the power
And they should keep who can."

12
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strength. The sovereign Sates were not susceptible to law—
for such international Taw as existed was nothing more than
a few vague rules unsupported by any enforcesble pendlties
—and because the sovereign daes were lawless creatures
they only recognized the rule of force. It was therefore
essential for ‘a 'sovereign state to be " strong " and " great;"
so that, in ceee of international dispute, right in the shape of
might would be on its side. With this object in view the
dates, great and small, maintained armies and navies to the
limit of their taxable capacities, and in 1914 approximately
£500 million was spent by the chief dates upon their -
armed forces. The armaments piled up because an increase
in the military strength of State " A " became a menace
to State " B," and the only way open to " B " of meeting
the threat was to increase its own military resources either
by dliances or more direct methods of conquest.

5. British World Dominion

Theoretically, the daes as sovereign bodies were inde-
pendent units making their own paths through the gaces
of History, but in practice they were more Iike heavenly
bodies moving in orbits, each sta guided and propelled
along its course in part by its own energies, in part by the
attractions and repulsions exercised by the other members
of the international constellation.. Although their orbits -
sometimes crossed so that the gars collided in war, at other
times it was possible to recognize a general design, a pattern
somewhat resembling the ordered scheme of a solar system.
Thiswas the international economic system. The economic
force was comparable in its controlling effects upon dates
to that of gravity in the physica world. This system
whose nature we must now describe had, in a sns
taken the place of feudalism and the Church of Rome as
the frameworks of great society, but Wlth the significant
difference that they had been European® whilst this new

! Whilst admittedly the influence (political and economic) of the Church of
Rome was extra-European, no Pope ever controlled an intangible Kingdom on

Earth so extensve as that ruled by the City of London at the dose of the nineteenth
century.

13



Our Own Times

thingwas universal. Thisinternational economic system was
asintangibleasitwas all-pervading. Thatit had no political
framework was, as we shall see its fatal weakness, but in
other respects it was a marvel of ingenious construction.

It should be of peculiar interest to ourselves because it
was principally of British design. Here is the story of how
this came to be.

Although western civilization was in a general way the
product of all the European peoples, its begetters had
combined a crusading advance all over the world with a -
saries of internecine struggles in order to decide which -
national state should enjoy the profit and honour of com-
manding the world campaign. To the Eastern peoples or
the African negro all white men and all their interpretations
of the principles of their civilization may have seemed
equally irresistible and equally obnoxious, but in fact the
result of the struggles between the whites conditioned the
types of western civilization which were finally clamped
on to various parts of the world. The most significant
of these internecine struggles was that between France and
Great Britain, for it was this conflict which immediately
preceded the final advance of western civilization, an
advance which covered a wide area and was made at great
speed during the nineteenth century. It was an advance
armed with the products of the industrial revolution and
for the most part it was made under the British flag—such
were the consequences of Trafalgar and Waterloo. It is
interesting to speculate what type of western civilization
would have become dominant in the world if Napoleon
had not been defeated. It is possible that there would have
been no Dominions of the British Empire, and it isinteresting
to wonder how the French, with their colonial policy of
assimilation, would have fared in India. However, it was
because the British emerged from the Napoleonic wars as
the strongest European power that the form in which
western civilization completed its self-appointed task of
permeating the world was chiefly commercial. The
British, having encaged upon the remote South Atlantic
island of St. Helena the tempestuous genius who had
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tried to build up a political unity in Europe, perhaps as a
foundation for aworld polity cemented by the Napoleonic-
interpretation of the principles of the French Revolution,
proceeded, in the words of their great economist, Adam
Smith, " To found a great Empire for the sole purpose
of raising up a people of customers, which act,” he continues,
"may at first sight appear a project fit only for a nation
of shopkeepers."

During the nineteenth century the British built up an
immense and far-flung economic system, the extent and
influence of which was so great in the minds of most
of the non-white races of the earth that it came to be
regarded as synonymous with western civilization in
general. It was true that the French and the Dutch,
in that order of importance, aso held aloft the banner
of western civilization, but Paris and, still more, the
Hague (perhaps we should write Amsterdam) were smaller
cities than London. Germany and Italy struggled to
show that they also represented the West in world affairs.
Russia and the U.S.A. had specia interests to which
they confined their attentions. Spain sat dreaming of the
days when a Pope had drawn a line from Pole to Pole
at a distance of 370 leagues west of Cape Verde as the
dividing line between Spain and Portugal, which each was
to respect in its task of Christianizing mankind.

By 1914 not only had the machines of western men
conquered the distances of the world and begun to make
the globe shrink in terms of the time-space factor; not
only had the materialism of the West asserted its domina-
tion over the bodies of millions of coloured men; but
western civilization was invading the thoughts of these
peoples. In the minds of their intellectuals, ideas and
traditions which derived from Confucius, Buddha or
Mohammed were being replaced by western philosophies
and western theories of government, especially the notion
of nationalism and the theories of representative government.
And here again the political theories which the West
enforced upon extra-European man were more often than
not British practices in the art of government.

15



Our Own Times

To sy that the victory of Great Britain over France at
the beginning of the nineteenth century ensured that the
British were to be charged with a specid responsibility in
the matter of setting the pace and formulating the strategies
and tactics of the advance of western civilization, is to tell
but half the story. France was defeated but not obliterated. -
Spain and Holland had eech in turn enjoyed a measure
of supremacy. Why was it that these events had only
influenced to a small extent the speed and character of the
final triumph of western civilization?

Why was it that after four centuries of struggle between
the high priests of western civilization the emergence of
Great Britain as thefinal victor was afact of specid world-
wide importance and apparent permanence ?

The answer to this question is to be found in the coin-
cidencein point of time of anumber of related circumstances.
Great Britain defeated France during the time when the
industrial revolution was in full swing, and Great Britain
was the home of that revolution just as at about the same
period, France was the cradle of a great political revolution.

The Napoleonic Wars were fought between two dates,
one commercially minded, the other politically minded,; it
is possible that if France had besten Great Britain the whole
texture of western civilization during the nineteenth century
would have been political rather than commercial.*

But snce Great Britain emerged the victor it was
inevitable that during the immediate future the British
conception of what was meant by western civilization
should be that trade, and especially free trade, maketh
man. It was due to this belief of the British, abelief whose
validity they were able to test in practice, that at the
beginning of the twentieth century it was in matters
economic and commercial that western civilization most
clearly reveded to a discerning eye the characteristics of a
great and universal Society of Man. We must now inquire
into the reasons for this British belief.

The average Englishman between 1850 and 1913 and even

! The Code Napoleon and the French administrative system might have
wielded a greater historical influence than the teachings of Adam Smith.
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in the first post-War decade, having recovered from his
surprise that anyone should desire to question so obvious a
truism as the value of trade, would have answered by stating
a number of what he would have called " practical facts."
He would have pointed out that whereas, at the beginning
of the eighteenth century Great Britain was an agricultural
country supporting a population of some ten and a half
millions in conditions of physical comfort little superior
to those existing during the Roman occupation, at the
end of the nineteenth century Great Britain sheltered
thirty-seven million persons enjoying all the amenities of
amodern life and was the centre of a vast Empire of which
it could be boasted that upon its territories the sun never
set. This extraordinary change was the fruit of less than
a century of international commerce. If the inquirer had
objected to this side-tracking of the issue and pointed out
that to describe the results of trade was no answer to his
question as to the value of trade, most Englishmen would
have been nonplussed, since the modifications of theories
to fg[ accomplished facts is the usual habit of the British
mind.

The principal characteristics of the British version of
western civilization were derived from the results of the
industrial revolution, and it was in the development of these
consequences that the British made an indelible mark on
world history. This process we must now examine.

A revolution in the afars of men, whether its chief
characteristic be economic or political in appearance,
generates forces which leap forth from the revolutionary
storm centre and beat upon the structure of society in which
they have been conceived. They ae like those great
convulsions of nature which change the features of the
earth by submerging the pesks and elevating the plains.
But the structure of society differs from that of the earth
in so much as the latter is obliged to offer a constant
ressance to the earthquake whilst society can resst or
conform to revolutionary change as ssams best to man,
its creator.

The invention of the steam-engine in 1763 s& in motion
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the whole train of developments in respect of the application
of power machines to the production of wealth, which it
is convenient to call " The Industrial Revolution." The
economic beliefs of western men and their prevailing
commercial practices were far from conforming with the
" newfangled " doctrines of laissez-faire and free trade, with
that system of " natural liberty " and the theory that if left
alone the individual in his efforts to increase his personal gain
will inevitably be led by an " invisible hand " to promote the
good of the community. In the eighteenth century an
extensive degree of state regulation of trade was accepted
as normal. The industrial revolution with its sudden
increase of production, its factories demanding labour, its
labour demanding cheap food, created a crisis in Great
Britain and a sharp struggle between those who feared the
impending socia reconstruction and those who saw in such
great changes a sure sign of progress.” There is no space
here in which to record the fortunes of the battle of which
Adam Smith's Wealth of Nations, the Reform Bill of 1832,
the Repeal of the Corn Laws, and of the Navigation Acts,
are part and parcel. Nor can we do more than indicate in
note-book form the names of some of the most famous
of the warriors whose writings and speeches profoundly
influenced public opinion in Great Britain and by so doing
moulded and determined the political and economic charac-
teristics of the nineteenth century. From a list which also
includes John Stuart Mill and his essay, On Liberty, and
Charles Darwin and his Origin of Species (published in
1859), wewill select the following notables:

Adam Smith whose economic masterpiece dealt a deadly
blow at the mercantile system. The great book was
published in 17762 The writer died in 1790, and the

1 " Where is the distaff and spindle . . . where the employment for women
and children, formerly carrying comfort and independence to the home of every
cottager ?—all absorbed by machinery, or sacrificed to the cry of ' cheap.'"
(Burrows on " Machinery " in The Advocate, or Artiazan and Labourer's Friend,
1833, No. 7, p. 55.)

2" |t (the Wealth of Nations) is the most valuable contribution ever made by
a single individual to determine the true principles of government."—Buckle.

" The half-bred and half-witted Scotchman (Adam Smith) who taught the
deliberate blasphemy: ' Thou shalt hate the Lord, thy God, damn His laws
and covet his neighbours' goods.' "—John Ruskin. .
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Y ounger Pitt, whose economic policy—except when under
the stress of war—was based on Adam Smith's teach-
ings, paid a tribute to the master in his Budget speech
in 1792.

Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832) was the "utilitarian”
philosopher who applied his formula, " the greatest happi-
ness of the greatest number,” as the criterion of practical
value in law and politics, and whose philosophy provided
the moral background on which Adam Smith's ideas were
developed and flourished.

William Huskisson (1770-1830) who, when President of
the Board of Trade (1823-27), revised and liberalized the
shipping and tariff policy of this country. He tried to
repeal the prohibition of export of machinery.® He pre-
pared the way for : Robert Peel (1788-1850) who, persuaded
by the activities of Richard Cobden and John Bright, forced
the Tory Party to repeal the Corn Laws (1846) and exposed
Britishagriculturetothecomingblastsof world competition,
was also responsible for a further liberalizing of foreign
trade. Finally, there came William Ewart Gladstone (1809-
1898) who, in the two great Budgets of 1853 and i860,
finally completed the work of making Great Britain a
free-trade country.

By the middle of the nineteenth century in Great Britain
the forces of " Liberalism,” of" free-trade,” of the doctrine
of " enlightened self-interest " and the belief in " laissez-
faire" had won a complete victory, a victory which meant
that the main feature of western civilization asaworld force
was settled for nearly half a century to come.

The Liberals who fought and won the battle for free-
trade capitalism argued that by encouraging the international
division of labour they were doing something which would
most quickly abolish material poverty, and that by making
an economic unit of the world they were promoting the
cause of international peace on a basis of enlightened
self-interest.

Politically predominant in the world the British set about

1 And by a strange irony of fate was knocked down and killed by Stephenson's
engine, " The Rocket," at the opening of the Manchester-Liverpool Railway.
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the business of preaching the gospel of their prophet Adam
Smith and, if need be, forcingit down thethroats of mankind.
They were amazingly successful.® The artisans who made
Great Britain the workshop of the world were fed and
clothed by imported food and wool and cotton from
overseas lands. These countries were developed by British
credit founded upon the enormous savings derived from
the profits of British industry. The development of the
overseas lands set in motion prolonged and extensive
movements of human migration across the oceans and laid
the foundations of new national states. In order to assst
international trade the British perfected and operated a
technique of world money called the Gold Standard. This
device subtly linked together the national economic
systems of the principal trading states and was by common
consent controlled from London, the capital market-place
oftheworld. TheBritish built up and operated a merchant
shlpplng service which carried nearly half of the sea-borne
trade of the world. Through the words and deeds of
its British high priests the nineteenth-century industrial
revolution offered men a new world in exchange for the
old, and though the acceptance of the offer necessarily
involved tremendous readjustments in national social
systems and the creation of a new international economic
society, men followed the lead of the British and signed
the bond, little realizing the consequences of failure to
carry out the terms of the co-operative contract. Between
1914-18 they were to discover the nature of the penalties.

One of the most far-reaching consequences of the British
policy was that the inhabitants of nineteenth-century Britain
were prepared to accept the implications of being the
world's greatest creditor nation, even though this involved
them in an almost complete dependence upon sea-borne
food, and hence heavy expenditure upon a navy maintained
to ensure the due arrival in British ports of these essentia
overseas supplies.

Every |nst|tut|on carnes within itself the seeds of |ts

! se figures | and I'l, page 2, for evidence of the world's economic pro-
gress during the 19th century
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own supersession, and the laissezfaire free-trade economy
was no exception to this rule, both in its home of Great
Britain and the wider world to which it had in part
spread.

The factories were no sooner established than the Factory
Act of 1833 appeared as a check upon the unbridled licence
of " economic " laws.® Small though it seems to us to-day
as a " burden on the free conduct of industry,” considering
that one of its provisions laid down a maximum working
day of nine hours for children under eleven; nevertheless
it was the beginning of a whole series of acts for the
regulation of industrial conditions in the interests of the
worker and part of a network of socia legislation whose
broad economic effect was that of using the state as a
machine for the redistribution of the national income.
Whether or not the state or the private individual is the best
investor of the national savings has no bearing on the fact that
this progressive intervention of the state in economic life
which took place during the nineteenth century in Great
Britain was directly contrary to the principles of flexibility
and freedom of private enterprise; to that conception
of value as measured by price in an open market, upon
which the economic system was professedly based. The
growth of state intervention may have been good or bad;
that is an arguable proposition with which we are not here
concerned. Our interest in this phenomenon is that it was
making in fact a new kind of semi-socialized system out
of something which continued to pretend it was a pure
capitalist and free-price system.

The root cause of the intervention of the state was
the fact that the industrial revolution, by transferring
wealth from the landed aristocracy, first to the middle
classes and thence to the masses, had caused political power
to undertake a similar journey. - The steady extension in
Great Britain of the scope of democracy, until by 1913
the franchise included all males over‘twenty-one, with

! The name of Ashley Cooper, who became 7th Earl of Shaftesbury, will
for ever be associated with the story of a life devoted to the annihilation of the
frightful conditions brought about in human labour by the Industrial Revolution.
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women knocking hard and even violently at the door of
this masculine stronghold, the rapid growth of the Parlia-
mentary Labour Party and the Trades Unions were all
signs of the growing political strength of the proletariat.
They used their power to improve their social status.
The Labour Party were Socialists and believed that the
means of production should be controlled by society, i.e
The State. They did not agree that, "It is curious to
observe how, through the wise and beneficent arrangement
of Providence, men thus do the greatest service to the
public when they are thinking of nothing but their own
gam.”

It was not their view that " the lowly path of the poor
has been allotted to them by the hand of God to teach
them diligence, humility and patience and contentedly to
bear its inconveniences." *

Internationally also, there were signs that the British-made
world economic system was developing in directions other
than those anticipated by its early apostles.

The hope that an extension of international economic
intercourse would lead to international political security
was not fulfilled. The great Western Powers jealously
competed for the political control of raw materials and
markets in Africa and Asia. For many years during the
nineteenth century Great Britain was on the verge of
war, first with Russia, then with France and finally with
Germany. Russia and Japan fought for the control of
Manchuria. The new states such as Germany, the U.S.A.,
Canada and Australia, whose frames had been nourished by
the fruit of the industrial revolution, were either showing
signs of trying to wrest industrial supremacy from Great
Britain or dse they were refusing to concentrate their
activities upon their development as producers of primary
products. They raised tariff walls behind which they set
about building up a balanced, " all-round" economy.

! Easy Lessonson Money Mattersfor the Use of Young People. Published (12th
Edition) 1850 by the Society for the Promotion of Christian Knowledge. (Quoted
by J. M. Keynesin Essaysin Persuasion, p. 85.)

2 A Practical View of the System of Professed Christians contrasted with
real Chrigtianity, by Wm. Wilberforce. Published 1797.

22



Prelude

This meant the growth of industry in the U.S.A., Canada
and Australia; the protection of agriculture in the case
of France and Germany. It was after the collapse of the
second Republic that France abandoned her brief experiment
in free trade and returned to her traditional policy of pro-
tecting the French peasant against the importation of cheap
food-stuffs from overseas. " Le blé& pour nous est un element
sacré! " This statement by a French minister (made long
after the pre-War period we are now considering) may
have been a picturesque exaggeration, but the agrarian
interests in Continental countries were certainly sacred in
the eyes of politicians. Australia clung tenaciously to her
White Australian policy although, for economic reasons,
she might have developed her Northern Territories with
Asiatic labour. The Emperor William Il of Germany
consistently pursued a policy of identifying German trade
with welt-politik. Throughout Central Europe, com-
mercial and political policies were inextricably intertwined.
At the end of the nineteenth century the U.S.A. was
beginning an Imperialist political-economic policy of
penetration in South and Central America.

Even in Great Britain support had appeared in favour
of an Empire commercial bloc, and seeds were sown
which in due course were to sprout on the stony soil of
Ottawa.

In the words of Planning, No. 24, " Great Britain at the
end of the nineteenth century was in the position of a
patentee whose patent is running out. . . . Great Britain
was the inventor of industrialization as a basis of world-
wide trade, and, like the patentee, enjoyed for a time a
virtual monopoly." But the patentee was alert and in-
ventive, and the following tables’ indicate how Great
Britain countered a growth of economic nationalism in
the latter part of the nineteenth century by opening up
new markets and by abandoning low-grade production in
favour of higher-quality goods.

! Broadsheet issued by P.E.P. (Political Economic Planning).
2 See Planning, No. 24.
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TABLE |
THE GROWTH OF PROTECTION ABROAD

1879. Germany.—First strictly Protectionist European Tariff.
1881. Russia—Greatly increases general tariff.
1882. France—Steep increase of duties on manufactured goods.
1884-5. Russia, Switzerland and Germany.—Substantial increases in
tariffs.
1890. Russia, Austria-Hungary, Italy, U.S.A.—Large increases in
tariffs.
1892. French retaliatory duties.
1893-5. Continental tariff war.
1897. U.S.A. Dingley Tariff.
1898. Canadian tariff with preferences for Great Britain.

TABLE Il

DISTRIBUTION OF BRITISH EXPORTS BETWEEN PROTECTED
AND UNPROTECTED COUNTRIES

Per cent, of British Exports to

Year Protected All other
Countries Countries
A. All Articles—
1860 51 49
1870 53 47
1880 49 51
1890 46 54
1900 45 55
B. Manufactured and Partly
Manufactured—
1860 50 50
1870 50 50
1880 47 53
1890 44 56
1900 42 58

A third tablein Planning, No. 24, too lengthy to reproduce
here, shows very clearly that between the years 1870 and
1910 British exports of crude products, such as pig-iron,
iron and sed bars, cotton yarns, etc., were either more or
less stationary or decreasing, whilst those of semi-finished
and finished products, such as sted plates and sheets, gal-
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vanized sheets, tinplates, manufactured metal products,
machinery and cotton-piece goods were rising rapidly.*

One may sum up by saying that in 1913 the theory of
laissez-faire was already being honoured more in principle
than in practice, and that in many domestic national
economies as well as in the international economic system
politics were vigorously denying to economics the claim of
the latter to be the inspiration of men's actions.

The economics of plenty bade men ignore national
frontiers and racial differences, and let free competition in
the world markets eliminate the inefficient. It directed
them to allow their savings to flow freely towards the
highest rate of interest and to finance, say, the most profitably
conducted armament industry, or the soundest high interest-
bearing foreign bond, regardless of the ultimate destination
of the munitions or the foreign policy of the foreign
government.

But politicians of nationalism cried: " Halt! " to this
practice whereby international commerce looked upon the
world asits oyster and governments the swine before whom
some of the pearls must be laid. In varying degrees amongst
the chief trading nations—Ileast of all in Great Britain, most
of all in Germany—the state was forcing private economic
interests into the strait-jacket of foreign policy.

It appears probable that in 1913 men were near to the
time when the contrast between what the world economic
system was supposed to be, and what it was actually
becoming, could no longer have been ignored and that
events would soon have forced men to make that choice
between economic nationalism and world trade which
was in fact deferred till 1933. It is interesting to speculate
as to what the outcome might have been had there
been no Great War. |In 1913 Great Britain still stood
solid with all her immense strength in the Free Trade
camp, and she could triumphandy point to the fact that
adherence to the principles of her Liberal economists had

! Between 1870 and 1910 the quantity of galvanized sheets exported increased
twenty-seven-fold, whilst the value of machinery exported during the same
period increased by 600 per cent.
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not prevented her from leading the world in the provision
of social services for the betterment of the lives of her
people.! 'She could claim that she had in large measure
countered the menace to her international economic position
by changing production from low-grade to high-grade
products and by using her savings to open up new markets.

As the U.S.A. grew in stature and saturated her home-
market it might have happened that her export trade
woul d have become so vital to her well-being that shewould
have lowered her trade barriers and joined Great Britain
in a twentieth-century crusade for the salvation of free
trade from the clutches of economic nationalism. Such
powerful forces working toward world unity might have
triumphed over national differences had they been able
to work upon men's minds through long years of peace.
These tilings might have been, but no such opportunities
occurred because the political forces of nationalism, as if
apprehensive that time might be on the side of economics,
burst forth into war, and in a few days theworld economic
system, the product of a century of toil and labour, collapsed
into ruins.

Within a few days during the year 1914 the sanctity of
contract, the gold standard system, the free movement of
capital, goods and men across the frontiers—all these and
other pillars of the world system vanished with incredible
swiftness, and in their place the forces of destruction stood
ready for their evil work.

It was said earlier in this chapter that the British version
of western civilization was that " trade maketh man.”" The
British aso said that " Britons never should be slaves," and
they did a great deal at the instigation of Wilberforce and
his friends to make it impossible for anyone else to be a
slave? They aso said that " Trade follows the flag,"
and they knew that peace, law and order are indispensable
accompaniments of a profitable commerce, so they carried

! Especially during the first decade of the twentieth century—though in some
reﬁg)ects Germany was more advanced.
An Act emancipating all davesin the British Empirewas passed on August ist,
1833—three days after Wilberforce died. It is estimated that there are about
5,000,000 slaves still in servitude to-day in various parts of the world.
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overseas and planted about the world the idea of parlia-
mentary government which was itself derived from the
liberal economic notions of no taxation without repre-
sentation, and that " He who pays the piper shall call the
tune." They aso introduced the world to the standards of
British justice with its extreme insistence upon the sanctity
of contracts; they preached and practised tolerance, and
ideals of personal liberty which were expressed in the belief
that a man should be able to trade or dwell where and
how he wished. The British worked ceasdlesdy to fortify
the pax Britannica, to improve the material welfare and
economic productivity of coloured peoples and to bear
the white man's burden in a gentlemanly manner. It did
not make the Englishman an ignoble animal because these
wise policies were both befitting to him as a Christian and
profitable to him as a merchant, even though to a French-
man it made him seem a perfidious hypocrite. The British
—in all humility—considered themselves God's agents on
earth, and as they sang " Rule Britannia” and looked at
the great splashes of red upon the maps of the world
on the walls of their school-rooms, it seemed to these
chosen people that, up to and including 1914, God had
very considerably approved of their behaviour.  Such
reflections were both tempered and reinforced by the
appearance on the maps of the letters—U.S.A. That was
one of the few occasions when God had not approved. It
had been a lesson learnt, but the British Dominions overseas,
together with anxious thought given to India and Ireland,
were-the proofs that the lesson had not only been learnt
but was being faithfully applied.

6. World Picture, 1913

The moment has now arrived when we are in a position
to make a summarized and composite picture of human
society as it existed when it was called upon to pay the
price involved by its failure to fulfil the co-operative terms
of the bond it had accepted when it entered the New World
to which it was offered access by the Industrial Revolution.
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The world of 1913 was unified by the ingenious device
of the gold standard with its important conseguence
from the commercial point of view of stabilizing the ex-
changes, so that—for example—a gold sovereign was
aways exchangeable for a fixed number of dollars, francs
or marks. It d0 linked together with a bond far more
Rowerful than any government enactment, the price

evelsof the gold-standard countries. Cods in one such
country could not rise far above, or fall far below world
costs, and this meant that the degree to which a national
group could be prosperous with unprosperous neighbours
was limited. The centre at which resided the directing
force of the international banking and monetary system
was London. The beauty of the gold standard system as
it was worked by London in the opening years of the
twentieth century was that it permitted bankers, merchants
and industrialists all over the world to hold economic
hands under the table whilst leaving them free to scowl
at each other in the accepted national manner when political
exigencies demanded such patriotic grimaces. The earth
was becoming covered with a network of railways and
roads along which man and his goods pessed to and fro
acoss frontiers along which a growing system of tariff
barriers were being created. This rail construction was
often carried out with one eye on its usefulness for sending
an army as well as goods across the frontier. In 1913 the
motor-car and the aeroplane were at the beginning of their
spectacular illustration of the influence of the internal com-
bustion engine upon the busness of transport. Thousands
of steamships trafficked across the ses of the world, for the
searoutes (outside a limit drawn three miles* from the
coads of national deates) were free to all. Telegraph lines
linked up the cities of the earth; news wasflashed from one
continent to another along cables laid in the depths of the
oceans. In 1913 the triumph of wireless, perhgps a more
significant development than that of the invention of
printing, was emerging from the chrysdis of laboratory
experiment. The machine-equipped factories of Western -

1 A rédic of the days when three miles was the effective range of artillery.
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Europe and of the United States poured forth goods to be
sold in the Far East, India, Australia, South America and
Eastern Europe. In exchange, the men of the overseas
countries, the growers of wheat, tea, meat, coffee and the
miners of copper and tin, sent their raw materials to the
factory lands to fill the stomachs of the dense populations
of the industrial countries and to supply their machines.
From the trade point of view the men of the world were
divided not into national d<ates but into* four main
groups. Agriculture (66 per cent.); manufacture (14 per
cent.); transport and services (13 per cent.); and commerce
(6 per cent.)). The percentages indicate the approximate
distribution amongst these groups of the 1700 million
inhabitants of the world.

Persons with savings to invest found that whether they
liked it or not it was profitable to lend their money to
busneses in foreign parts, or even to foreign governments.
Big companies found it necessary to st up branches in
foreign countries and own property abroad, even though
it meant paying taxes to foreign governments. For instance,
to quote one example, practically all the railways in South
America were made of British material, owned by British
investors, and largely run by British railway engineers.
Their head offices were not in South America but in London.

Migration took place on a large scale Hundreds of
thousands of men, women and children left the crowded
lands of Europe every year and travelled across the sss to
make new homes in the lands of the North and South
Americas, Australia, New Zealand and, to some extent, in
Africa. They were made welcome.

Finally, in social, scientific and artistic matters frontiers
and nations counted for very little. Women of all nations
went to Paris for their clothes, men of all nations copied
English clothes, and football spread all over the world.
The works of chemists, mathematicians, physicists, doctors,
writers, painters and musicians, were appreciated and used
by the whole world without anyone attaching much
importance to the nationality of the scientist or artist.

Such was a picture of the world in 1914 from the point
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of view of oneness. It was a world going about its business
without much thought of the storm-cloud which hung
above it. The storm-cloud which was represented by the
expensive armies and navies maintained with orders to be
ready at a moment's notice to destroy the co-operating
international trade and communications world of which
men were so proud.

In 1914 men, especially Western civilization men, enjoyed
living a comfortable life, and even the largest, the most
powerful, the richest national state, did not contain within
its frontiers all the good things of the world. The
United States of America was a great nation, but it grew
no rubber, possessed no old buildings and few historical
monuments, to mention but three of many things needed
by Americans. Great Britain, for all its wealth, could not
feed its population on home-grown food: it had coal
and iron, but no copper or nickel; Lancashire could make
cotton goods, but it needed the climate and soil of the
southern part of U.S.A. to grow the cotton and the bodies
of Eastern men to wear the cloth. Because men wanted
a high standard of living, which was only possible if they
were able to obtain and consume materials from all parts
of the earth, whether or not these materials were found in
areas " belonging " to their own country, men worked for
two objects. Firstly, they tried through the foreign policy
of their government to bring within the frontiers of the
national state as much of the earth's surface as possible.
But as it was obviously impossible, or at any rate very
difficult, for any state to have much chance of conquering
the whole world, men worked for a second object, which
was to build up and increase trade and improve methods
of travel between all men all over the world. From this
point of view " a foreigner " was not a man who belonged
to another national state, and therefore probably a dangerous
person who had some dirty scheme at the back of his head
for making his own nation more powerful. On the con-
trary, he was a most useful creature who made or grew
something very attractive which he would exchange for
something one made or grew oneself and which he wanted.
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He was a customer, and one might profitably lend him
money to help him buy things from within one's own
national state; he was a seller from whom one might be
able to buy food or goods which were better and cheaper
than those produced within one's own frontier.

It was a world in which the consequences of men's
co-operative and competitive instincts clashed together in
violent contrast. Though there was a world economic
system of finance and trade, the inquiring visitor from
another planet, having inspected the intricate ramifications
of this complicated mechanism which, through the principle
of the division of labour and the world-wide exchange
of goods, ensured to millions a far higher standard of material
comfort than would otherwise have been possible, would
have looked in vain for any corresponding structure in the
political sphere. Earthly historians would have told him
that at various periods in human history there had been
over limited areas considerable units politically unified,
but that they had dissolved in conflict. Our tourist from
the stars woul d have been further instructed that at the time
of hisvisit (1914) there existed the British Empire, a peculiar
association of divers*peoples, and this was perhaps the nearest
approach to the world political system whose absence so
surprised him. But our visitor would have noticed that
this British Empire was in an embryonic state and very far
from universal in its scope. He would have seen the Great
Powers of the United States, France, Germany, Austria-
Hungary, Russia, Italy and Japan seated upon their sovereign
thrones menacing each other with their armed sceptres.
Then there would have dawned on his mind that he was
examining the great paradox of men who were trying to
co-operate and compete at the same time; trying to remain
isolated and sovereign in their national states whilst they
laboured to perfect their world co-operative economic
system: a system which was the fruit of the spread of
western civilization; a system whose first name was
economic because the British had dominated and directed
the final world-wide surge forward of western man and his
works. On every side was drawn up the evidence of
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western man's political anarchy, the armed forces trained
to destroy the economic achievements of the West.

Which of the two rival ideas would prevail? Would
that great beast, the sovereign state upon whose altars so
much blood had been spilt, be bound and controlled by the
clinging texture of internationalism which was multiplying
on the economic loom and seemed year by year in the
late nineteenth century and 1900's to be clothing and
cloaking the nakedness of the beast ? Or would the wild
animal who drew his strength from so many ignorant
human minds, and who so cunningly concealed his crude
selfishness and paganism in the fine phrases of patriotic
sentiment, suddenly spring into action and once more lead
the world into war ?

As the year 1914 opened it seemed that the answer to
these tremendous questions was uncertain. There was
much to be said in favour of either a negative or a positive
reply. Some felt that the world would be saved from war
by the British or perhaps the English-speaking peoples
working in co-operation to enforce peace. Others argued
that the British Empire, whose mother country had done
so much to create world economic co-operation, was also
largely responsible for the steady spread of parliamentary
government. These believers in democracy suggested that
as humanity became organized into states ruled " by the
people for the people " the era of universal political peace
was brought appreciably nearer. Others—still hopeful of
averting war—pinned their faith to the spread and increase
of international socialism.

At the Copenhagen Congress in 1910 of the Second
International, attended by 896 delegates representing
twenty-three " national" Socialist parties, a resolution was
passed to the effect that :

" If war threatens to break out it is the duty of the
working dass in the countries concerned and of their
parliamentary representatives, with the help of the
International Bureau as a means of co-ordinating their
action, to use every effort to prevent war by all the
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means which seem to them most appropriate, having
regard to the sharpness of the class war and to the general
political situation.

" Should war none the less break out, their duty is to
intervene to bring it promptly to an end and with all
their energies to use the political and economic crisis
created by the war to rouse the masses of the people
from their slumbers and to hasten the fall of capitalist
domination."*

Another view held that the ever-increasing efficiency of
the international economic system would oblige men to
realize the need for political co-operation. So much for
the optimists. The pessimists pointed gloomily to the
political struggles between the Great Powers for markets
and concessions in the overseas and Eastern lands. To these
observers the international economic system (especially as
governments were obviously taking an increasing degree
of interest in the economic activities of their nationals) was
the most probable breeding-place of war. They pointed out,
whatever might be the facts of world economic unity as set
forth, for example, in certain passages of Norman Angell's
remarkable book, The Great Illusion, that no one could
deny that in most men's minds trade was pictured in terms
of national struggles. It might be true that when closely
examined the German and British mercantile marines were
revealed as world services, and that the shares of the
Cunard or Hamburg-American lines might be held by
people residing in any part of the world, but the general
impression remained that victory in competition between
these two lines was a matter of national pride and profit.
No German could justifiably complain that he could not
engage in business in, or emigrate to a British colony on
terms of equality with an Englishman, but this did not
prevent Germans from wanting colonies and Englishmen
from not wanting to give up their colonies. The pessimists
reinforced their case by pointing out that the peace of

! Comparewith this the British Labour Party's War and Peace Policy published
in The Times, June 30, 1934-
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Europe was precariously preserved by the system of balance
of power and that this device, in order to preserve equipoise,
demanded the periodic addition of weight and counter-
weight to the ends of the ssesaw. The pessmids fore-
casted that this process would eventually split the plank of
peeceinthemiddle. They wereright. In 1914 the political
anarchy of the sovereign daes of Europe seethed into one
of its periodic crises and this time there was no recovery.
Europe went to war, and the world was soon to discover
that the terms of the bargain it had made during the nine-
teenth century with economic progress were that when a
world has been made ONE for peace it must remain ONE
for war.



CHAPTERII

GREAT WAR

" See how these Christians love one another."—TERTULLIAN, Apologeticus.

I. Last Days of Peace

N June 1914 there arose an incident between the sovereign

states of Serbia and Austro-Hungary. The Archduke
Ferdinand, heir to the Austro-Hungarian thrones, a man of
liberal dispositions, was assassinated whilst visiting the town
of Serajevo, the capital of Bosnia. Amongst the inhabitants
of this province of the Austrian Empire were many Slavs,
and the supporters of the " Greater Serbia" movement
hoped that one day Bosnia would form part of Serbia. It
is probable that had the Archduke lived he would have
reformed the organization of the Austro-Hungarian State
in the direction of giving a greater measure of autonomy
to the Czechs, Slavs, Croats and other national minorities
who were ruled from Vienna. This might well have
weakened the pro-Serbian movement in Bosnia. Evidenceis
now available that the assassination was planned in Belgrade
and that, certainly, members of the Serbian army staff and,
probably, members of that Government were privy to what
was going forward. Certain Serbians were not over nicein
their views as to the place of assassination in political life.!

The death of the Archduke—his wife shared his fate—
provided the Austro-Hungarian Government with an
opportunity to settle accounts with Serbia, whose growing
strength and support of the Pan-Serbia movement were
menaces to the success of the foreign policy of Austro-

''In 1903 a group of members of the General Staff broke into the Royal
Palace at Belgrade at night and murdered the King and Queen in their apartments.
The street corner at Serajevo where the murder took place is marked with a tablet
on which appear the words, " At this place Gavril Princep proclaimed liberty.
June 28th, 1914." Princep fired the fatal pistol-shot.
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Hungary. OnJuly 23rd, 1914, Count Berchtold presented
an ultimatum to Serbia, whose terms were so severe that
it was hoped in Vienna that Serbia would fight rather than
accept terms so derogatory to her sovereign rights. Within
the prescribed period of forty-eight hours laid down in
the ultimatum the Serbian Government replied in con-
ciliatory terms, which accepted 90 per cent, of the Austrian
demands. Vienna declared that the answer was " unsatis-
factory " and broke off diplomatic relations with Belgrade.
On July 28th, 1914, Count Berchtold secured the assent
of his aged master, the Emperor Francis Joseph, to a
declaration of war against Serbia, and on the 29th Austro-
Hungarian batteries opened fire across the Danube upon
the Serbian capital of Belgrade. The Great War had
begun. Within the next ten days France, Russia, Belgium,
the British Empire and Germany were drawn into the
conflict. The Great Powers were like mountaineers roped
together. One fell into the abyss of war and the rest were
swept into the disaster. In order to understand why this
Austro-Serbian incident precipitated a world war it must
be remembered that it was the pretext rather than the cause
of war. For a number of years the peace of Europe had
been disturbed by periodical " incidents" which, like
warning cracks in a condemned building, indicated the
narrow margin of safety which separated peace from war.
Up to 1914 these incidents, so far as the Great Powers
were concerned, had been liquidated by peaceful methods,
often only with such difficulty that in 1911, when one of
these episodes had nearly exploded into general war, the
British Foreign Secretary, Sir Edward Grey, in a speech
delivered in the House of Commons on March 13th, 1911,
had suggested the need of some system of collective security.
This pronouncement has an almost tragic interest at the
present time (1934). The relevant extracts of his speech,
which referred to some proposals put forward by President
Taft of the U.S.A., are as follows:

"You will not get it (relief in expenditure on arma-
ments) till nations do what individuals have done—come
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to regard an appeal to law as the natural course for
nations, instead of an appeal to force. Public opinion has
been moving. Arbitration has been increasing. But
you must take a large step further before the increase of
arbitration will really affect this expenditure on arma-

ments. . . . But supposing . . . two of the greatest
nations in the world were to make it clear to the whole
world that by agreement such as . . ., that in no circum-

dances were they going to war again, | venture to say
that the effect on the world at large of the example
would be one which would be bound to have beneficial
consequences. It is true that the two nations who did
that might still be exposed to attack from a third nation
who had not entered into such agreement. | think it
would probably lead to their following it up by an
agreement that they wouldjoin with each other in any
case, in which one only had a quarrel with athird Power
by which arbitration was refused. And more and more
the tendency whichis growing in the world to recognize
that war between two great countries must not only be
a serious thing for them but must be a serious thing for
neutral Powers through the disturbance it causes the
more and more they would join, and nations would come
to the conclusion as between themselves that they were
not going to fight, but that it was their interest to join
together to keep the peace of the world. ... So I think
it is not impossible—though | admit that in a case of
such an enormous change progress may be slow—that
the public opinion of the world at large may insist, if it
is fortunate enough to find leaders who have the courage
—the sort of courage which has been shown in the
utterances | have quoted in the House—upon finding
relief in this direction. Some armies and navies would
remain, no doubt, but they would remain then not in
rivalry with each other, but as the police of the world.

. . The great nations of the world are in bondage, in
increasing bondage, at the present moment to their
armies and navies, and it does not seem to me impossible
that in some future years they may discover, as indi-
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viduals have discovered, that law is a better remedy than
force, and that all the time they have been in bondage
to this tremendous expenditure, the prison door has been
locked on the inside. If you think that visionary and
not in the region of practical politics, | reply that at any
rate we ought not to leave what the President of the
United States has said without aresponse. . . ."*!

The frequency of the " war-scares " was symptomatic
of international political strains in Europe, the home of
western civilization; political nationalism—as we have
already observed—was running very strong and the depth
and strength of its current was due to the anxious desire of
men for peace and security. Military strength seemed the
only sure way of avoiding attack, and " military strength "
often seemed to mean political control of some area already
in the possession of another state. It was a vicious circle
in which sates attempted to be safe by menacing each
other's security.

At the time of the Sergjevo incident Europe was divided
into two camps: the Triple Alliance (Germany and Austro-
Hungary plus a doubtful Italy), and the Franco-Russian
Alliance plus a Great Britain linked to France by an under-
standing called the Entente cordiale. In theory the peace
of Europe was reinforced by the fact that these two groups
balanced each other in power. Their genesis was as follows :

The birth of the German Empire as a consequence of
the Austro-Prussian War and the Franco-Prussian War
marked the conclusion of thefirst stagein Bismarck's policy.
He then devoted his genius to securing what had been
achieved, and brought about an alliance with Austro-
Hungary (1879) and another with Italy and Austro-Hungary
(Triple Alliance 1882). These were supplemented by a
treaty with Russia, which pledged each of the signatories
to remain neutral when the other was engaged in war
unless the war was an attack by Russia on Austro-Hungary
or by Germany on France.

The effect of this policy was to isolate France. When

! Hansard, vol. xxii, 1911. Cols. 1988, 1990 and 1991.
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the Emperor William Il " dropped the pilot " by dismissing
Bismarck in 1890, the latter's policy of friendship with
Russia was likewise abandoned as was also a movement
for an Anglo-German understanding. At this time the
world rivalry between France and Great Britain, which
extended back to the Napoleonic wars and further, was
acute and showed itself particularly in a clash of colonizing
ambitions in North Africa. Great Britain was also pro-
foundly suspicious of Russias forward movement in
Central Asia and the Far East, with its menace to India and
British interests in China.

Russia and France came together in an alliance in 1894,
and by 1904 the growing strength and openly expressed
imperialist ambitions of Germany had brought France and
Great Britain into an Entente cordiale. A treaty was signed
in which Great Britain agreed to leave Morocco to France
in return for a free hand in Egypt. There followed secret
" conversations " and " exchanges of views " between the
French and British general staffs® The political growth of
these two groups was accompanied by a steady increase in
the strength of the conscript armies of the Continental
Powers and by a naval armaments race between Germany
and Great Britain.

Some words about the Balkans. This part of Europe was
occupied by turbulent peoples who hated each other and
the Turk. Russia, as the chief Slav Power, and Austro-
Hungary had " interests " in the Balkans. Russia managed
to foster the creation of a species of Balkan Alliance,
which in 1912 attacked and defeated Turkey, in 1913
the victors of the First Balkan War quarrelled over the
spoils, and the Second Balkan War took place. From
these two conflicts Serbia emerged with increases of
territory, population and self-confidence. Austro-Hun-
garian ambitions in the Balkans received a set-back, as did
also certain German commercial-political plans for the
extension of her influence through Turkey and so into the

! The British Admiralty did not take part in these conversations. They had
their own plans. They were so secret that it is said that the Navy did not even

tell the Army it proposed to land it on the Danish coast ! There was—in those
days—no naval gaff at the Admiralty.
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Middle East. This German " Drang nhach Osten " policy
seemed to aim at the extension of German influence to the
head-waters of the Persian Gulf; an obvious menace in
British eyes to the safety of India.

Such, in 1914, were the bare bones of an international
situation which had obviously been for some years on
the verge of bursting into war.! The Sergjevo murders
touched off the explosion.

During the desperately critical summer days of July the
situation steadily became worse and less under the control
of statesmen. It is probably true to say that no government
wanted war, but some governments were ready to run the
risk of war in order to promote their national ambitions.
Let the headlines from The Times tell the story :

July 30th, 1914.—The Arming of Europe. A Situation
of Extreme Gravity. Call to War. Growing
Pessimism.

July 31st—On the Brink of War. Russian Call to the
Colours. Rally by the Dominions. The Duty of
Great Britain.

August 1st.>—Europe in Arms. General Russian Mobiliza-
tion. Martial Law in Germany.

August yd.—Five Nations at War. Fighting on Three
Frontiers. Invasion of France. British Naval
Reserves Mobilized. Bankers' Emergency Proposals.
Bank Rate 10 per cent.

August 4th—The Menace of Germany. Naval Aid for
France.

August 5th.—War Declared. British Empire Mobilizing.
Government Control of Railways. Resignation of
Lord Morley and Mr. Burns.

Whilst such-like items of news caused anxious discussion
at British breakfast-tables and in the cafés of the capital

! This account of the 1914 situation in Europe and its pre-history is no more
than a sketch outline. For further information, see Bibliography.

2 On Thursday, July 30th, the rates at Lloyds agains Great Britain being
involved in war were 20 per cent. By Saturday, August 1<, they had risen to
70 per cent.
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cities of Europe, vast crowds swarmed in the streets, sang
patriotic songs, waved flags and cheered as soldiers marched
from their barracks ... to the troop-trains which would
carry them to glory and—but this was not so much thought
of—to their graves. In Government offices, such as the
War Offices, the Admiralties, the Foreign Offices, the lights
burnt throughout the hot summer nights as the civil servants
worked in their shirt deeves at masses of papers, telegrams,
telephone calls, orders and counter-orders, immediate and
urgent. The statesmen in Cabinet met anxiously, argued
and discussed what should be done. Telegrams were sent
to foreign states promising to do this if the other govern-
ments would stop doing that, and replies poured in saying:
" We will stop doing that if you will stop doing this! "
And back went the answer: " But we learn you have done
that, so we had to do this" Then came the day when, in
London, the newspaper boys were shouting " British
Ultimatum to Germany." For forty-eight hours the
British Cabinet had been implored by the French to say
that Britain would stand by France, and at last the British
Government warned Germany that if she invaded Belgium *
the British could not stand on one side. It was too late.
The German plans were fixed and the huge military machine
had started to move. Men at this late stage could not
control their own creations, their plans, their governments,
their general daffs, their Press, their passions. They were
like insects dancing madly on the surface of the fast-running
stream which was pouring over the disastrous precipice
of great war.> In the banks and financial houses distracted
men were reading telegrams and hearing news which
showed that the marvellous international banking system
was falling to pieces hour by hour ; that panic was seizing
the stock exchanges; that fortunes were dwindling as a
block of ice melts in the summer sun. And all the time the

! Of whose neutrality Great Britain was one of the guarantors by the Treaty
of 1839.

2 |t is interesting to speculate what part Broadcasting would have played
from July to August 1914. For the part which broadcasting can play in making
history live see The Listener, Vol. X 11, No. 291, where there is a remarkable
summary in dramatized form of the events and documents of the period June-
August 1914.
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European armies were mobilizing: the men were leaving
their farms, their workshops and their homes, walking into
the barracks as civilians and marching out as soldiers.
Secretly and swiftly the fleets were moving to their war
bases, guns ready for action, all lights out at night in case
of treacherous attack.

August 4th, 1914, was one of the grim dates of human
history, for when the British Government spoke, it did so
in the name of 450 million human beings. The war was
now definitely aworld war. Another old world was dead
and a new world was yet to be born; but first there had
to be human misery the like of which no man had ever
imagined.

2. Srategy and Tactics

When the principal sovereign states of Europe marched
forth to war in 1914 to the inspiring strains of martial
music, the nature of the valley of the shadow of death
through which the peoples were to pass in their quest for
the mirage of victory was unpredictable. It is safe to write
that if an inspired prophet in 1914 could have testified as
to what was coming, he would have been certified as
insane. The reality of 1914-18 was far more astonishing
than any work of fiction. The Great War can surely claim
to be the most remarkable single international activity ever
undertaken by men. It was unique and defied precedent
in every way. It was more horrible, more heroic, more
gigantic, more nearly universal, more costly, more destruc-
tive, more catastrophic, more highly organized, more
chaotic, more nothing, more everything, more significant,
more meaningless than anything which had ever happened
before in human history.

The story of the War falls into three phases—a first phase
of five or six months from August 1914 to the beginning
of 1915; a second phase which lasted for three and a half
years, to be succeeded by phase three, which covered the
period—July to November 1918.

The War was won and lost on the Western Front in
France, but the titanic struggle in this area, a struggle in
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which the Allies employed Indian troops, dso negro soldiers
fromtheir African colonies, aswell as Chineseto help behind
the lines, was accompanied by tremendous campaigns con-
ducted by the Central Powers against Russia in the East and
Italy in the South. The British Empire conducted three
smultaneous campaigns against Turkey. One at the
Dardanelles, another in Mesopotamia, and a third in
Paegtine and Arabia. The German colonies in Africa were
the scene of campaigns, one of which, in German East
Africa, lasted into 1918. An Allied expeditionary force
endeavoured to invade the Balkans after the Central Euro-
pean Powers had overrun Serbia. It is impossible in this
book to do more than mention these " colossal side-lines,"
but some notion of the scope of the War can be derived
by glancing at " The Brief Chronology of Our Own
Times."!
PHASE |

August 1914 to January 1915

During this phase the Central Europeans assumed the
offensve and dominated the direction of the War. They
adopted a defensve attitude on the Eastern Front—a
strategy which yet permitted a German army under
Hindenburg and Ludendorff to inflict a crushing defest
upon the Russans at Tannenberg—and threw the bulk of
their forces againgt France. The plan was to advance with
Sgx amies in a semi-circular movement through Belgium
and Northern France, capture Paris and take the French
amiesin rear. It all but succeeded. The French, who were
joined on their left by the British Expeditionary Force,
were forced to retreat, and the French Government fled to
Bordeaux. But on September 6th, 1914, on the River
Marne, a few miles to the eas of Paris, the Allied armies,
under Generds Joffre and French, assumed the offensve and
checked the German advance. The invaders fell back to
the River Aisne, and then began an extension of the fighting
line north and south until it stretched in an irregular curve
from the Belgian coast near Ostend, through Flanders just

! See page 966.
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east of Ypres (" Wipers ") to Soissons, east of Verdun, and so
down the crests of the Vosges Mountains to the Swiss
frontier. By the beginning of 1915 this line was becoming
static and the armies were going underground on either
side of the " No Man's Land " of the Western Front trench
system.

The establishment of these enormous defensive systems
was the sign of many things. It was a sign that the first
phase of the War was over, and it aso marked the moment
when Germany lost the War. It was aso a sign that a
new tactical conception of war had been born. During
Phase | of the War the Central Powers gained an ally in
the shape of Turkey—a state in which German influence
had been active in the years immediately preceding the
War, and in October 1915 Bulgaria declared war against
the Entente Powers.

This first phase of the War was distinguished by a singular
lack of offensive spirit on the part of the naval forces of
the Allies and Germany. Fortunately for the Allies the
German fleet did not accompany the offensive in France
with an attack on the quite unprotected communications
across the English Channel. The Grand Fleet, based upon
the entirely undefended anchorage of Scapa Flow, adopted
a watchful attitude on the principle that a fleet in being
was essential to the Allied control of sea communications.
It should be remembered that at this time the British Navy
was all body and no brain. There was no proper naval
staff, and for several years great attention had been paid to
the question of building bigger and better ! (?) ships, but
none upon the art of how to use them in war. The curse
of the British navy in pre-War days was the blind adoration
in which it was held by the public, and the existence of
nineteenth-century traditions, which needed restating in
terms of modern life. A few German cruisers scattered
about the world carried out commerce warfare for some
months until they were hunted down.

| saw two of the biggest blow up and vanish in a few seconds on M ay 31st,
1916, during the first part of the Battle of Jutland. See A Naval Lieutenant
1914-1918, by Etienne (Stephen King-Hall), 1919.
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PHASE 11
1915-1918

During this period the Central European Powers were
in the position of a beleaguered citadel. Their problem
was to break through theiron band which the Allies clumsily
and ponderously riveted around them. The German
strategy consisted in launching periodic attacks on the
Western Front, of which the assault on Verdun was one of
the most desperate and bloody until its horrors and energies
were surpassed in the final and supreme efforts of the
spring and early summer of 1918. Simultaneously, the
German navy endeavoured both to break the British
blockade and knock Great Britain out of the War by
using submarines against sea-borne trade.

It was the business of the Allies to hold the Central Powers
whilst accumulating man-power and material resources
sufficient in strength to break the German defences' and so
penetrate into the heart of the enemy resistance.

Phase Il was a period of preparation, punctuated by
attempts on either sde—as at Verdun and on the Somme in
1916 and at Passchendaele in 1917—to resume the offensive.
It was the period of attrition during which it was argued
by both sides that sooner or later the enemy must give way.
It was a period of great tactical ingenuity and complete
strategical sterility ; of tremendous sacrifices which cancelled
out. From the political point of view it was the period
during which Italy came to the conclusion that it would
best pay her tojoin the Allies; that Russia—rotten within,
battered without—collapsed into revolution and left the
ranks of those fighting for democracy !

At this stage in the War, just when the Allied pressure
on Germany was producing intolerable conditions in that
country, the collapse of Russia left open a great gap on the
East through which the besieged peoples could obtain
access to the grain fields of the Ukraine, and it also permitted
the Germans to overwhelm and conquer Rumania and

! The " Easterners" maintained that it was folly to direct the main thrust of
the Allied effort againgt the German western defences.
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release much-needed man-power for use on the Western
Front. Ominously from the German view, die collapse of
Russia coincided with the decision of the United States of
America to enter the War. The United States, incensed at
the operations of the U-boats, declared war on Germany
on April 6th, 1917. It was during Phase || that a half-
hearted attempt was made to penetrate the Central European
citadel by the back doors of the Dardanelles and the Balkans
[the Salonika Campaign].

There were signs in 1917, both amongst the Allies and
the Central European Powers, that the strain of suffering,
the seemingly interminable agony of the casualty lists on
land, in the air, on the sea and under its waters, was proving
to be more thanfleshand blood could stand. War-weariness
became apparent, and there were moments during 1917
when the word " Peace" was murmured. There were
serious mutiniesin the French army, but men were apparently
in the grip of uncontrollable forces, and the War " carried
on." It was during this second phase that there occurred
the indecisive naval battle of Jutland, at which the British
failed to realize that the purpose of a batde fleet is the
destruction of the enemy's battle fleet. It was aso during
1917 that the German submarines in the month of April
sank three-quarters of a million tons of shipping. Had this
rate of destruction been maintained Great Britain would
have been in desperate straits by August. The introduction
of the convoy system saved the situation. It was during
the second phase of the War that in the case of all die
belligerents the state gradually assumed almost complete
control of national Hfe. The Allies, with the command of
the sea-routes at their disposal, drew upon the resources of
the world outside Central Europe in order to forge a
weapon of war which should be able to beat down the
stubborn resistance of the Central Powers. The process
was slow for three reasons. First, the Allies had to be
taught by misfortunes and failures that they must subordinate
their sovereign rights and national ambitions to the common
purpose of co-operating in the prosecution of the War.
They never succeeded in forming an entirely united team,

46



Great War

but they proceeded further along the path of international
co-operation than had ever previously been the cae
in pesce or war. Secondly, each date had to learn
by a similar process of painful experience that " private
enterprise " was incapable of grappling with the vesness
of the manifold war problems. The maximum output
of war energy on the part of a nation could only be ensured
by planning, co-ordination and centralized direction. The
directing authority was necessarily the dtate, but the sate
had to improvise the machinery of control, and especially
in the democracies of France and Great Britain, the traditions
of individualism and laissez-faire resisted the urgent demands
of war needs. Thirdly, the building up of the Allied
war machine was delayed and hampered by the need of
compromising between planning for the decisive offensive
and the need for holding in check the repeated attempts
which were made by the Central Powers to break out of
their beleaguered fortress. In these efforts the enemy were
greatly favoured by their central position. On the sde
of Germany and her Allies it was clear, especialy after
the entry into the War of the United Sates, that Time
was fighting on the Allied sde and that military defeat was
inevitable unless the set-back in 1914 on the Marne could be
retrieved and the strategical offensve be regained. It was
because Von Tirpitz realized that Great Britain was the
fulcrum of the Allied lever that he pleaded long and pas-
sionately for the initiation of the unrestricted submarine
war ; but the Germans vacillated in their use of this powerful
weapon and in the end failed to gain therefrom its full
military possibilities, whilst it was the preponderating
influence which causad the United States of America to
range herself amongst Germany's enemies. At the begin-
ning of 1918 Germany realized that, with the failure of the
pesce movement of 1917, to which reference has aready
been made, her last chance of victory lay before her. 1919
would be too late; it must be 1918 or never. Hindenburg,
the supreme Commander of the German armies, and
Ludendorff, his Chief of Staff, determined to make one
final supreme effort on the blood-soaked, shell-torn Western
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Front. They launched a thunderbolt at thejunction of the
British and French armies.

By the summer-time of 1918 the stupendous German
offensive in the West, which had begun on March 21st,
when half a million men were loosed against the British
army, had failed, but only just failed. For three weeks,
101 German divisions had struggled to isolate the British
armies from those of France, and by the capture of Amiens
and the Channel ports present the British with the formidable
and probably almost impossible task of evacuating Northern
France. The British retreated to within a few miles of
Amiens, suffered over 300,000 casualties, but managed to
keep their backs to the wall and their faces to the enemy.
The roar of artillery was heard in England in the training
camps by the thousands of young soldiers, aged seventeen
and eighteen, who were being rushed across the Channel to
reinforce the armies. Notwithstanding a casualty list of
half a million the Germans next struck at the French, and
in some of the most desperate fighting of the War endea-
voured to advance upon Paris from the east and north-east.
Meanwhile American troops in great numbers were arriving
in France and beginning to appear in the fighting areas.
The critical state of affairs in the spring had at last persuaded
the Allies of the vital necessity of sinking their jealousies
and agreeing to the appointment of one man as Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Allied armies. The post was given
to the French General, Foch, whose decision to assume the
offensive proved to be the end of Phase Il of the War.

PHASE 111
July to November 1918

By the middle of July the Allies were able to inaugurate
a vast counter-attack, which forced the Germans to retreat
along the whole front. By September the Germans were
holding precariously the positions from which they had
advanced in March, but that ponderous swing forwards and
backwards had cost them over amillion and a half casualties.
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The last Austro-Hungarian offensive against Italy had
failed and the Empire was in a dissolution which culminated
in an appeal for an armistice at the end of October.!
Bulgaria, menaced by the advance of the Allied armies
based on Salonika, had surrendered on September 30th.
The Turks in headlong retreat in Syria and Mesopotamia
were granted an armistice on October 31st. Only the
Germans remained in action, and although they had resisted
aworld in arms with indomitable courage and fortitude,
their time was at hand. The submarine campaign, designed
to bring that deadly enemy, Great Britain, to her knees,
had failed; the strangle-hold of the naval and economic
blockade was crushing the life out of the civilians on the
Home Front; skilful Allied propagandawas wearing down
and disintegrating German morale; the vast strength of
the United States of America was ponderously coming
into action; and in the West the German army, the most
impressive fighting machine known to history, was in
retreat. Deserted by her Allies, Germany realized that
she was facing a military disaster of incalculable magnitude
and conseguences. On October 28th the German High
Sees Fleet was ordered to sea to engage in a desperate
sacrificial battle with the British Grand Fleet. Fortunately
for the sake of thousands of lives the German crews
mutinied. It was the beginning of the German revolution.
Already in the Reichstag there had been demands for the
Kaiser's abdication, and it was in vain that the Liberal
Prince M ax of Baden, who had accepted the Chancellorship,
endeavoured with the co-operation of a Coalition Cabinet,
in which two Socidlists held office, to save the situation by
improvising a democratic form of Coalition Government.
Bavaria declared itself a republic and the movement spread
like wildfire. On November 9th the Emperor's abdication
was announced, Prince Max resigned in favour of the
Socialists, and at 2 p.m. on November 9th, 1918, Scheide-
mann, speaking from the steps of the Reichstag building,
proclaimed that German Republic which was to live
uncertainly for the next fifteen years.

! Signed November 3rd.
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Meanwhile the military authorities, anxious to preserve
the army intact before the Home Front collapsed, had
insisted early in October that negotiations for peace were
essential, and that month was marked by an exchange of
diplomatic notes between Germany and the United States.
President Wilson refused to compromise, and it was not
until November 5th, when Germany was in revolution, that
he told the Chancellor that Germany could apply for an
armistice to General Foch. The Allies presented their
terms. They were severe and designed to make it impossible
for Germany to resume hostilities whatever might be the
outcome of the subsequent negotiations for the settlement
of peace. For example, the German submarines were to
be surrendered forthwith, the blockade was to continue
and the German surface fleet was to be interned under
Allied supervision. All Allied prisoners, but not the
German, were to be repatriated. The Allies were to occupy
all territory west of the Rhine, including bridge-heads on
the right bank. These demands were typical of the thirty-
five clauses in the terms of Armistice. The Germans
accepted these terms, and the Armistice which enabled the
cease-fire to be sounded on the Western Front came into
force at 11 a.m. on November nth, 1918.

3. Destruction

We have summarized the political developments in
Europe which led up to the outbreak of war and we have
sketched the broad outlines of its strategy. Something
must next be said as to the terrific economic waste of the
War. First, we must be clear that the term " waste" is
used in a strict economic sense ; that is to say, meaning the
unproductive use of capital. Such " waste" may, of
course, be considered—in certain circumstances—essential
for ethical reasons.

The first and most tragic waste was that of human life.
Men employed for the purposes of destroying life all the
wonderful and powerful results of a century of rapid
scientific progress during which the world's wealth-pro-
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ducing capacity had multiplied about twelve times.> They
used the aeroplane and airship to drop death from the
skies; they employed the submarine, torpedo and the
under-water mine which dealt death from the depths of the
seas;, the poison gas? which was death carried on the
wings of the wind. These were three weapons first used
on alarge scale during the Great War. The older weapons,
particularly the machine-gun and the heavy artillery, were
improved as Killing-machines to a degree which made
them many times more deadly than they had ever been.
On the Western Front—the long battle-line from the Belgian
coast to the frontiers of Switzerland—millions of French
and British on the one side, and Germans on the other,
struggled backwards and forwards within a space of a few
miles, and every foot of shell-torn ground gained and lost
was carpeted with the shattered bodies of the dead. In
the swampy ground of Belgium men were drowned in
the mud, and the battle-line was hedged with barbed wire
upon which hung the rotting corpses of the infantrymen
who had been mown down in their thousands by machine-
gun fire. Division after division of young men, 10,000
strong, were thrown into the front line on either side. The
troops waited in their trenches and dug-outs, disciplining
the fear in their hearts. Overhead, the heavy shells sang and
moaned as they fell in thousands of tons of high explosives
and flesh-tearing metal upon the enemy trenches. The
enemy artillery retaliated in kind. The soldiers waited
perhaps for days until the fateful zero hour, the moment
for the attack and the death sentence for thousands. Up
from its trenches rose the battahons of the division, company
by company, the men laden with packs and gas-masks,
rifles and ammunition, over the top into the desolate waste
of " No Man's Land,” and slowly they walked forwards
towards the enemy positions. Sometimes the enemy had
been buried and broken by the artillery fire, and then a
mile or two of ground might be gained, but often the

! SeeFiguresl and | | , page 2.

2 Poison gas, first used by the German army, was produced in the chemical
and dye-works of modern civilization. In peace-time these industries are amongst
the most important in the life of modern man.
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preliminary bombardment had been ineffective and then the
division would sway and wither in the blast of lead from
the machine-guns. The survivors would crawl back. Far
back behind the lines in an office, waiting staff officers
working over maps would hear that the division had been
broken in attack, and its wreckage would then be withdrawn
from the line so that its ranks might be filled anew by
fresh young men from the training camps.

Here are some reflections made in 1933 by a survivor
from the Battle of the Somme (1916):

"1 was seventeen years old when the Battle of the
Somme started; the youngest private soldier in my
battalion. It was my first real experience of war—of
dirt and blood, maimed men, wounded and killed—and
| am going to give you the bare story of it here: just
my own story, the experiences of one private soldier,
nothing much to do with official histories of the battle.

" What was my mental reaction as | stood there on
July 1, 1916, waiting for the signal to attack Beaumont
Hamel ?

" Seven-thirty am. Misty. Warm. It is to be a
hot day. The great mineis exploded to schedule. Falling
debris. | watch the handle of a pump as it falls. Then
comes the attack, and my own momentary fears, while
hesitating before going over. My immediate platoon
comrade falls back into my arms. He is dead. And |
have to tread over him to go forward. Getting through
the wire is no fun. The barrage has done its best and
what is left of the wire does its worst. This is the inferno
| have heard about. Machine-guns are, as they say,
"mowing down like scythes. Naturally, the Germans
have an almost uninterrupted view of us over a long
advance of some 200 yards.

“Well, | am over, and running like hell towards the
objective, and as | run | wonder why, with what purpose ?
Is my mind on the job—to kill? No!' What will | do

when, and if, | reach my objective? 1| don't know! |
seem to be alone. | stop. There swoops a low-flying
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aeroplane. The observer leans far out and waves to me
with sweeping arm. He points towards the German
lines. Then | run again. Literally I can hear the bullets
missing me. | am conscious of fallen comrades as |
lumber along. There is a well-known face—another,
and another. | pess a wounded subaltern, vainly trying
to form some sort of a line. He is young, very white
and tense. | stop. An attempt has been made to form
a small line of defence post. | take cover, and snipe.

" A few men pass me, shouting. They are going back.
Two of them fall. Apparently there is an order to retire.
| am not hit—yet. Is it worth while running back to be
shot from the rear ? | move and take cover again, alittle
further to my right. My cover is a dead sergeant. | do
not realize this until long afterwards, but his neck is my
riflerest. | start to dig myselfin. | use my entrenching
tool, as laid down in the Field Manual What a hope!
My fingers work faster, and my hands and nails are torn
and bleeding.

" There is a slight lull. | redlize that | am now
apparently completely cut off, unless | scamper back,
dodging low as | go. Isit worth it? | am still unhurt.
There is nothing but dead to be seen. | am some twenty
yards from the German front line. To my left a hand
waves feebly to attract my attention. | shed my fighting
equipment, to go and tend a wounded friend. It is—
well, never mind. He is the wag of the platoon. Heis
adso fat and heavy, and | am slight. | cannot even lift
him to my back. Supposing | can, what will happen?
It is all decided for me. He is shot again—fatally—and
he collapses. | take a message (long afterwards it was
delivered to his father). | cover his face, and make back
for my rifle and equipment, and | am well attended by
machine-gun fire. | am not hit.

" The hours pass.  Time now noon. It is blazing hot,
and the stench is awful. At 12.30 approximately | notice
strange movements about the Bosche parapet. A head
and shoulders in field-grey appears. | cover it with my
rifle. |1 wonder again. | suddenly observe a khaki-clad
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sergeant going towards the German lines. His hands are
held above his head. He seems unhurt. Who is it?
Why does he surrender? | turn to my German soldier
again. Heis wearing a white brassard with a red cross.
| watch him carefully. Heisjoined by a second. There
is a complete lull now in the firing.

" Next, a stretcher is hoisted up from the German
trench. | can plainly see the lifting hands. My two
Germans confer. | relax the grip on my rifle, and think.
| decide that the trenches are blocked with the dead and
wounded. These stretchers, apparently, bear blanket-
covered bodies. My mental reaction—' Stout fellows! '
They are joined by two more. There is a second stretcher.
I become curious. Unconsciously, unwittingly, | raise
my head and shoulders, the better to watch all this.
Suddenly | am seen. To my amazement the stretchers
are dropped now. There comes a shouted order in
German. A Bosche soldier—I can seen him now—seizes
a rifle and fires point-blank. | have gripped my own
rifle again by this time. His bullet takes away my right
eye. Explosivel Part of my face seems to go, too.
| fire, automatically. | get my man in the throat. Those
stretchers bear loaded rifles and grenades. But | am
still conscious.

"l lie quiet, watching. Two hand grenades are thrown.
I roll on my side. A bullet gets me in the left lung.
Three Germans retire in bad order. Shrapnel gets me.
Top left ribs, shoulder blade, and collar-bone; all
smashed. Machine-gun gets me—right shoulder. | he
on my back and laugh, almost hysterically, as a piece of
high-explosive hits me over my eye. Then shrapnel in
the left thigh, also the leg. That is a broken bone. All
this happens in a few moments. | try to crawl, and then
he still. | am not unconscious.

" Next, dusk. | am partially conscious. A Tommy
drags himself past me, ghost-like, one leg gone. He
crawls back to me with several water-bottles. Bless him!
He takes my hand and promises help, if he getsin. (He
did not.) | make a temporary dressing for my face,
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using earth and water, which stops the bleeding. It is
dawn. | have great pain and feel nearly all in. Then
comes a blank. | waken to night again. | manage a
little tepid, pretty foul water. That doesn't do. | have
a haemorrhage of the lung.

"Why did | remember to turn my feet towards the
British lines? | did. | am partially conscious again.
It ssams to me still night, when | have atemporary return
of strength, and with that, thoughts of getting in again.
Home. London. | get on my feet, God knows how.
| remember the Verey Hghts. | must be a well-trained
soldier. | recall the maxim: ' Keep still when those
hghts go up.' | half walk, half crawl. It is an unending
nightmarejourney. | make our barbed wire—after how
long? | am challenged! | cry out, but no sound comes
from my lips. It is amost dawn. They can s me, and
that | am in a bad way.

"lam helpedin. | ak the day. July 4! | have been
out nearly three days. They tell me that the remnant
of my battalion has gone up to Y pres. The line is skeleton-
held. | must find the M.O.'s dug-out, unaided. The
M.O.'s face ssams kind, but grotesquely huge. | ask:
"Am | going back? He smiles. His face becomes even
larger and more beaming. lodine—bandages—scissors.
My tunic is quickly cut from me. Morphia under the
tongue. Pesce Seep and rest.

" | recover consciousness in a hospital bed. The date
isduly 6, and | am in Hampstead, London. Pain. . . .

" There is a sequel. When we attacked, Bavarian
troops were in front of us. Early in 1917 | was back
with a commission, and transferred to the Royal Flying
Corps. Eight years later | had haemorrhages. | landed
up in Munich, in Bavaria, where a Bavarian surgeon took
the bullet from my lung. It was a Bavarian hospital."

! Extracts from a Broadcast, by Der
gramme, the B.B.C., London. Mr. McCt
Hour at Broadcasting House.
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In the Italian Alps, in the Balkans, in Poland, in Russia,
in Mesopotamia (lraq), in Palestine, in Central Africa,
there were battle fronts. British armies invaded Turkey at
the Gallipoli Peninsula and clung there for over a year
before withdrawing with a total loss of 130,000 killed,
wounded and missing. In pre-War days the Gallipoli
campaign would have been an important war, but in the
Great War it was a passing incident.

At sea the British navy held the German fleetin check in
the North Sea and established the blockade of Germany
and Austro-Hungary. In 1915 the increase in the death
rate amongst German civilians was 9% per cent.; in 1916 it
was 14 per cent.; in 1917 it was 32 per cent. A British
official document says. " The increase of the death rate
was higher among women than among men, since there
was always a tendency for the woman to give up to her
children, or to her husband, a part of the inadequate ration
allotted to her." *

By the end of the War, Germany was almost completely
cut off from the outside world and the German people
were enduring great hardships. The German surface fleet
could not break the blockade, so her U-boats dived under-
neath it and made war on merchant ships carrying men,
material and food-stuffs to and from Allied ports. During
the War Germany built 441 submarines, of which 191
were destroyed in action. In April 1917 the chances of a
ship leaving Great Britain on avoyage and returning safely
were one in four. At this time when the submarines were
being most successful the British had 3500 merchant ships
of over 1600 tons. Of these 1100 were required for carrying
food and ammunition to the armies, and it was estimated
that if the U-boats continued to be successful, half the
British shipping would be at the bottom of the sa by
December 1917. During 1917 the U-boats sank 2439
ships of 5,613,000 tons, at a cost of 66 submarines; but
this was their best year, for in 1918 74 U-boats were lost
for a total of 1035 ships of 2,556,000 tons.

It was U-20 which torpedoed the Lusitania within sight

! Seepp. 72-74.
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of the Irish coast. She sank with aloss of 1198 men, women
and children—of whom 114 were Americans. This horror
was worse than a crime of war, it was a stupidity in foreign
policy, which more than anything else convinced the
American people that they should join the Allies in the
fight against the Central Powers. The neutrals, especially
Holland, Norway and Sweden, suffered intensely from
the blockade, for the Allies controlled the shipping
and the resources of the world and strictly rationed the
peoples of neutral countries lest they supplied goods to
Germany. The Norwegian merchant fleet lost over a
million tons of shipping and 1200 men as a result of mines
and torpedoes. The loss of life as a direct consequence
of the War was impressive. Its cost in treasure was
incalculable, but a picture can be sketched of its effect upon
the world economic system.

We have already pointed out that in a general way
the production of goods and their exchange by trade
was proceeding in the pre-War years in a comparatively
stable and orderly manner. We have stressed the fact
that though a century of evolution had produced a system
markedly different from the more or less complete laissez-faire
system which had existed, say, in 1850, yet in 1915 there was
still more free trade than controlled trade, more flexibility
than rigidity in man's conduct of his economic affairs.

It was to such a system that the god of war suddenly
addressed his inflexible demands in 1914. These demands
were tantamount to an order to commit suicide. Obedient
to the orders of man its creator, the world system began
to adjust and adapt itself to this task of self-destruction.
There was something of the grandeur of a great tragedy in
the method by which the system began to compass its
own fate. In the first place, its productive energies were
twisted out of the natural channels to which they had been
directed by men's peace-time demands, and diverted to
meet the special needs of warfare. These needs were the
production of machinery and appliances which could be
used to destroy life and wealth. On the monetary side the
international structure waswrecked, not only by the political
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breach between the groups of warring countries, but aso
within each group by vast borrowings and inflations. It
was as if men had decided not only physically to destroy
themselves and their wealth, but had aso taken out a
kind of insurance policy against recovery. This policy
was as ingenious as indeed it proved effective. It was
as if men had said to themselves: ‘It is possible that
we shall fail to make the system produce enough material
with which to bomb and shell and blast the world to
pieces, to sink every ship, destroy every house and kill
every human being. Should this turn out to be the
cae, we can at least leave the economic system in ruins
and make it almost impossible for it to recover again by
saddling it with an enormous load of debt. We will
finance the special war effort (which in itself is such a
distortion from the normal that its effects will be ruinous)
by inflation and huge obligations on the future which
will keep the wreckage in the dust, for then, if a any
time in the future we should change our minds and
wish to cease destruction and begin construction, this
dead-weight of debt will be such a load on society that
it will hardly be able to heave round. Moreover, it will be
impossible to scrap this debt because it will be, for the
most part, government debt; and whereas credit (belief
in the sanctity of contracts) is the presiding spirit of the
economic system, government credit is the holiest and most
sacred of all its forms.”

These are the only rational conclusions the Gods could have
reached had they been asked to explain men's economic
actions during the War, and if one desires to se these
things in proper perspective, it is necessary to ask permission
of the Gods to share their view-point. Even to-day (1934)
it is very far from being realized by most people that from
the economic point of view the World War was the most
efficient effort of international co-operation for wealth
destruction ever recorded in history. Thereisno spacein this
book to describe the tremendous and awe-inspiring efforts
made by the system to shatter itself. Spurred on by the
fanatical war fury of man, its master and operator, it bit itself
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like amad animal. It threw itself upon itselfwith grinding
and clashing force. It distorted itself until many of its
parts were unrecognizable to those who remembered the
orderly, smooth-working, well-balanced affair of pre-War
days. Every economic law was defied in this rake's progress
towards disaster, and each breach was condoned in the
name of patriotism and the imperative need of winning
theWar. It survived because man forgot that his economic
(and his political) system is only a projection of himself.
Economists often comment in tones of surprise during
periods of crisis on the " endurance of the system,"just as at
the outbreak of war eminent authorities proved to their
own satisfaction that on " economic grounds" the war
would be short. These theorists forgot that man is halt
a god, half a devil, and he can always learn to endure any
conditions he has learnt to create. It took him over four
years to admit that he could not utterly destroy his universal
creation because he could not destroy himself. The godin
man cannot create or destroy himself; heisLife—immortal
and eternal, without beginning or end. When this discovery
became general the War ended.

The economic confusion was tremendous. In Central
Europe there was a famine both of food and raw materials.
In the victorious countries enormous stocks of war materials
(including, of course, commodities other than munitions of
war) lay heaped on all sides, yet there were great shortages of
things useful in peace but needless in war. Inflation was
rampant and a storm-cloud of internal debt overhung
every country. Internationally the problems of Reparations
and War Debts darkened the future. Legal restrictions
hampered the natural course of trade. By 1918 the world
economic system had become a World-War economic
system. In many respects it was a new system designed
and operated for the sole purpose of producing fuel
for the furnace of war, quickly, in great quantities and
regardless of expense. It was a system from which private
enterprise had almost disappeared, since in all countries
the state, so much despised as an executive and admini-

1 SeeChapter 1 11 .
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strative organ by " private enterprise,” had been obliged
to take over from the feeble and cautious hands of the
private capitalist the problems of producing and dis-
tributing wealth on a scde undreamt of by any captain
of industry. No grocer or butcher in peace-time had ever
anticipated that he might have to undertake the job of
feeding a nation; no shipowner had ever supposed he
would have to control and operate through mine and
submarine infested ses the combined shipping of severa
nations; no newspaper owner in his most exuberant
moments had ever supposed that he would have the
responsibility of making a whole nation think according
to instructions. So the state stepped in and set up ministries
of food, of shipping, of propaganda, etc. By 1918 this
new World-War economic system, which had arisen
phoenix-like from the ashes of the old peace system, was
becoming very efficient for its specia war-time purposes.
This efficiency was due to a variety of causes, of which
only two need be mentioned here. Geographically this
new war system for the production of destructive forces
was divided into two groups, rival but similar. One was
centred in London; the other in Berlin. One group was
maritime and depended on ocean transport; the other was
continental and operated through its land communications.
The whale contested with the elephant; the ship with the
railway train. The competition between the groups of the
system was intense, and since the penalty of failure was
death for the masters of the defeated unit, a very high
standard of efficiency was maintained. For example:
when the Germans produced the Fokker aeroplane, which
flew through the skies shooting down the inferior aerial
products of the Allies, the latter were spurred to frantic
efforts in their desire to produce a plane to shoot down
the Fokker. Again, the creation of the Ministry of Munitions
in Great Britain was the reply of the Western Powers to
the initial success of the heavy artillery of the German
system. Secondly, the men who were working night and
day to increase the war effort were actuated by the ideals
of national victory and not by that private profit-making
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urge which was the normal stimulus of their peace-time
activities. Infact, it was considered so wicked and improper
for anindividual to make large profits out of the production
and distribution of material for war needs, that the word
" profiteer " became a term of reproach and even a qualifica-
tion for imprisonment. This intense competition 'oetween
the rival parts of an economic system dressed in war uni-
form and the sdfless spirit in which men administered
these two creations, were factors which enabled feats of
organization and production to be achieved which would
have been unthinkable in the days when economic activity
was energized not by patriotism but by the hope of private
profit-making.

Before leaving this description of the metamorphosis of
the economic system during the War years, it is necessary
to point out an interesting fact in connection with the
distribution of much of its production. Huge quantities
of the goods produced so rapidly and on so vast a scade
were given away to consumers. Millions of tons of steel
(in the form of shells) and of weapons of all kinds, motor
transport, clothing by the mile, food-stuffs, etc., etc., were
distributed gratis to the armies, who were only able to keep
up their rate of consumption by hurling much of this
material at the enemy (again, free of charge). The rough
conditions of war, the dangers of movement on the sea®
were factors which ensured a consumption of goods and
shipping on a scde which alone made it possible for the
producing factories and shipyards to get rid of their stocks.
It was the most glorious example of mutual dumping*
ever known.

4. Glory and Comradeship

It would be wrong to think of the Great War as being
nothing more than four years of misery, waste and sorrow.
There was another side of this business of which something
must be written. It is the view of great war which will

Y In fact, large heaps of war material waiting to be consumed were called
" dumps."
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rise most clearly before the eyes of the people if ever the
day dawns in the times to come when they must choose
between war and pesce.

It may seem to us looking back down the vidas of
twenty years, that in 1914 the national dates like the pigs
in the New Testament, went mad and rushed down a
degp dope, but we must be careful to remember that to
the men of 1914 the War appeared as a great and glorious
crusade, or a stern duty which no honourable man could
avoid. A victorious ending to the War was of more im-
portance than life to the average man in every belligerent
date, and of importance, be it understood, not because of
any gain which might arise from victory. The datesmen
thought perhaps of gain for their sate, but even so it was
because they believed that such gain would make their
peoples richer and happier and more secure.  But, the
ordinary man desred victory—at al events in the earlier
years of the War—because he felt that great isues of right
and wrong were at dake and he was fighting for the right
agang the wrong, for justice againg oppression, for truth
againg lies, for God againg the Devil.

The Great War s in this way became something noble,
where glories covered with a splendid cloak the horrors of
the battle and blockade. Men in each national date forgot
their dass differences and felt a new and plessant snse of
comradeship as they stood shoulder to shoulder in the
trenches, or worked long hours in munition factories.

Man rgoices in a struggle.  The record of his time on
earth is one of struggle, of overcoming difficulties. For
thousands of years man has been fighting with nature,
prying into her sscrels mastering her forces, and bending
them to hiswill. Itiswell that man should struggle, that
he should explore his earth, that he should drag the metas
and coax the crops from her soil, fly across her mountains,
her s and her plains, and send his thoughts round the
earth and back again with the goeed of light. It is well that
man should go up to battle against diseese and win victories
in his laboratories which saved thousands of lives. These
are noble struggles and worthy of sacrifice. The Great War
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seemed aso to be a worthy struggle, and so the com-
batants made great sacrifices and were heroes in a cause
which had no meaning, for it was a struggle of man against
himself, and therefore could only harm himself. Man was
his own enemy. -

During the Great War the ideal of the brotherhood of
man was not far from being achieved within the limits of
each warring nation. The desperate nature of the struggle
caused men of the same nation to sink their petty disputes
in order to combine against the " enemy." The citizens
of the fighting states lived up to Drake's exhortation when,
in a speech to his men on his famous voyage round the
world [1577-80], he said: " | must have the gentlemen to
haul and draw with the mariners and the mariners with the
gentlemen. . . . Letusshow ourselves to be one company."”

But this sense of being " all one company " which is
still a cherished memory amongst millions who came
through the War,® was almost wholly limited by the
boundaries of the nation. To a slight extent it spread
between the nations who were allied on either side, as
sheer necessity brought about co-operation between nations
who were leagued together. Towards the end of the War,
the German and Austro-Hungarian Governments were
almost working as one. During the last year of the War
the Allied armies in France were commanded by a French
supreme commander (Marshal Foch); American ships
sailed in the Grand Fleet under the orders of Admiral
Beatty; and the immensely comphcated business of sup-
plying the armies was more and more controlled by Allied
Boards, on which each national state had its representative.
In Great Britain party politics were forgotten and the
War Cabinet contained representatives from the British
Dominions, one of whom (General Smuts) not many years
before had been an enemy leader in the Boer War.

It needed practical experience to make men understand
that in the comphcated modern world the vast problems

1 Much as | hate the foolish cruelty of war, | often let my mind dwell with
pleasure on the comradeship which existed between those of us who were ship-
mates for three and a half years in a small cruiser in the North Sea
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of great war, such as feeding your own nation or starving
the enemy nation, can only be carried out by team-work
and co-operation upon a huge scade. A lesson of the
Great War which is usually forgotten is that it proved.
that hardly any task is too great for a modern nation, if
the people co-operate to carry it out. To-day (1934) we
shrink in Great Britain from the task of getting rid of our
slums. Thisjob would have seemed a very small affair to
the men who were running the War in 1918 in Great
Britain, France, the U.S.A. and Germany.

How wonderful is Man! In war he will appea to God
for victory in the name of the peaceful Jesus, and from
every Christian pulpit appeas for cannon fodder will
mingle with prayers for the overthrow of the enemy.

Man is so brave that he will face an awful death for a
foreign policy he cannot understand, so cowardly, he will
close his eyes to the horrors of the slums in his own town.
So generous, he will give his life for his friend; so mean,
he will try to swindle his own government in time of war.
So clever, he can invent an aeroplane; so foolish, he will
use it to drop bombs on the customers to whom he sdls
goods. So tender-hearted, he will care for a wounded
enemy as if he were his brother; so cruel, he will st up
a naval blockade and starve the women and children of
enemy countries. These things are true of Everyman.

5. War- Weariness

By 1918 the Great War had become so vast, so relentless,
so seemingly unending that it was out of control. No
government could state clearly why it was fighting of what
were the conditions upon which it would make peace.
M en were not fighting the War to live, or to gain freedom;
they were living and subjecting themselves to loss of liberty
of every kind in order to fight the War. The crusading idea
which had inspired millions in 1914 had passed away and
all the peoples were weary, sad and despairing. There had
been mutinies in some of the armies, especialy that of
France: there had been labour troubles in England: the
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Italian army had broken and fled from the battlefield of
Caporetto until rallied by reinforcements from France and
Great Britain: the German peoples were hard put to stand
the strain of the blockade; the Austrian Empire was falling
to pieces; and Russia was out of the War. The Central
European Powers (Germany and her alies) were nearest
to collapse, for the Allies at a dark moment in their fortunes
had received tremendous help by the entry into the War
upon their sde of the U.S.A. The encouragement was
doubly useful. 1t wasan enormousmoral upliftfor the Allies
to fed that die grestest neutral state left in the world had
given their caue her blessing, and it was most depressing to -
the German nation to feel that world public opinion was
crystallizing against them. It was dso of great value to
the Allies because it brought on their sde the American
armies, fresh and anxious to prove their bravery in battle;
ds the vast resources of Americas wealth. The loss
of Russia in the East was more than compensated by the
gain from Americain the West.

In 1914 the Great War seemed to men to be a means
towards an end of some kind. It was to be an ordeal for
a purpose. By 1918 the Great War had become an end in
itself. Purposdless, beyond understanding, a war without
end for ever and ever. Amen.

Germans still spoke of " defending the Fatherland";
Frenchmen still cried " debout les morts," and died " pour
la France"; but all these peoples lived, toiled and died
in what seemed to be a nightmare in which man was no
longer master of his fate or responsible for his actions.

Suddenly, in 1918, with the swiftness of sunrise and
sunset on the Equator, the Allied darkness became dawn
and the Germans were lost in the blac