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PREFACE.

The present Novel is my first venture in seri-
ous telugu composition done with what success
my readers alone can judge,

Of 1ate I have been reading a deal of sensa-
tional fiction, especiallv the writings of Edgar
Allan Poe, Acthur B. Reeve, Conan Doyle, Maurice
I.e Blanc, William Le Cruix and others of note.
The bold idea to write a reallv good and interest-
ing detective novel in Telugu, first struck me
some three years ago, when for the first time I
read Mr. Reeve's skillful story “The Exploits of
Elaine or the Clutching Hand.” My readers can
casily note that to some extent my “Kotisu
Tanava’ 1uns on similar lines with Mr. Reeve’s
novel.  But I make bold to say mv storv is more
or less original. 1t s therefore entitled, THear, to
many limitations,

No one 15 better aware than mysell how great
is my indebtedness 1o the foreign writers ol de-
tective fiction.  In fact some of the strange and
outer incidents mentioned in my work are remi-
niscent of the writings of those ingenious Western
Storv-Tellers.

It is mv belief that there are no detective
novels worth  the name 1& ‘Telugu literature,
Perhaps Indian Life does not afford much scope
for the development of good detective ficuon.



)

Everyone knows that criminals in India are no
such diabolical or pathological geniuses as are
readily believed to be found in the West. Indian
life, thank God!, is not much tinctured with
European or American civilization. 1T am not
very sorry for the absence of a Sherlock Holmes
or Arsene Lupin in our society, but [ am really
glad there are no Clutching Hands or Zigomars
in India. T cannot imagine how some of our
Telugu writers are emboldened to weave strange
stories of mystery and crime about the common
life of Bengal.

Mine is for very obvious reasons no Indian
story. It is American or English or a mixture ©
both if you like. My scenes and characters
accordingly are foreign.

The reader will forgive me il in this wor' T

can offer him no more than an interesting p!
and dramatic characterization. If the tim
sequence of the plot is carefully followed, the
reader will easily find that the duration of the
action of the story is exactly a week.

I shall be thankful to my readers for any sug-
gestions for improvement in my next edition and
shall gladly welcome all honest criticism.

BERHAMPORE,

February, 1922, } T. KRISTNA MURTI, B. a.
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