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Now a word about the method adopted to rectify various
mistakes which may be classified into groups as follows :—

1. The rectification of the dates of birth and death of many
famous men.

2. The author of Qamus has either given wrong names or
unreliable ones to some literary works. The Bibliography is corrected
and compared.

3. Reiteration checked and cotrected.

The criticism thus offered by Mr. Qadri is both illuminative
and instructive, and with a view to simplification, he has given the
actual reading from the Qamus on half a column and the opposite
space is reserved fur- pointing out errors and omissions.

The critical notes are gleaned and classified from 80 well
known works, whereas Qamus itself draws its matter from 49 books,
a fact which constitutes these notes a complete corrigenda of the
information on which the Qamus is based. It can be said with
fairness that the scholarly arrangement of the notes guides the
reader to the proper understanding of the subject. Mr. Qadri has
checked 338 facts and corrected more or less 1,000 errors. Urdu
literature is indebted to him for without the rectification above
referred to Maulvi Nizamuddin’s compilation would have lost much
of its valuc and conveyed wrong impressions of men and matters,
and of those who have played so important a part in various walks
of life in the East.

We feel sure that Mr. Qadri’s self-imposed and selflessly
disinterested task will bear fruit and prove useful both to the general
public and as well as to those interested in historical research.

JIVAN YAR JUNG.



The Qamus-ul-Mashahir. being the Dictionary of Oriental
Biography by Maulana Nizamuddin Hussain, Nizami-e-Badayuni, is
a very valuable work in the Urdu language, containing nearly 6.000
notes on the lives of eminent and famous men of letters, philosophers
divines, authors, poets, scientists, nobles and princes. There can
be no question of its utility, as there is no other work in Urdu to
compare with it. Many errors have, however, crept into ir, perhaps
unwittingly, which to some extent mar the usefulness of the infor-
mation gathered with great pains and labour by the author. It was
necessary, therefore, that some one possessing a wide range of know-
edge and experienced in historical research sfiould take upon
himself the duty of peinting out and rectifying the many mistakes
found in the Qamus.

1 am glad ro say that my countryman. Maulvi Syed
Ahmedullah Qadri. Editor of “ Tarikh”, has made some excellent
critical notes. containing the rectification of nearly 1,000 errors and
has put them in book form. The amount of trouble and patience
involved in making these notes is highly commendable and entirely
praiseworthy. As an indication of their usefulness and importance

I may give an instance or two :—
1. Vide Qamus Vol. 1 Page 35.

Here the learned compiler writes about Abulfaraj Sidjzi, that
he was a contemporary of Chenghiz Khan, but as a matter of fact,
he had lived and died two hundred years before the advent of the
Great Chenghiz. He was a famous poet and died in 410 H.

2. Mohamed Hadi was the man who completed the Tuzak
Jehangiri. The Maulana put him down as a contemporary of the
Emperor Jehanghir, although he lived in the times of Mahomed

Shah (1131-1161 H.)
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