TEXT FLY WITHIN
THE BOOK ONLY



UNIVERSAL
LIBRARY

OU_156253

AdVvddl
1VSHIAINN









SURVEYS

HISTORIC AND ECONOMIC



nY THE SAME AUTHOR

Crown Rvu.

ENGLISH ECONOMIC HISTORY
AND THEORY
Purt I—THE MIDDLE AGES. 5.

Part II.-THE END OF THE MIDDLE AGES
105, 6d.

LONDON, NEW YORK, AND BOMBAY
LONGMANS, GREEN, AXND CO.



SURVEYS

HISTORIC AND ECONOMIC

BY

W. J. ASHLEY, M.A.

PROFESSOR OF ECONOMIUC HISTORY IN HARVARD UNIVERSITY
S~OMETIME TELLOW OF LINCOLN COLLEGE, OXFORD

LONGMANS, GREEN, AND CO.
89 PATERNOSTER ROW, LUXDON
NEW YORK AND BOMBAY

1900

All rights reseirvedl






Tv

GUSTAV SCHMOLLER

PROFESSOR OF POLITICAL LCoNOMY
IN THLE UNIVERSITY OF BLRLIN,

HISNTORIOGRAPHER OF BRANDENBURG

Dear PRorrssor ScrMoLLIR,

To you I want to give myself the pleasure of dedicating thix
handful of essays and reviews, I have not always found it
possible to agree with your opunons—icith whese opinions would
that be possible ! And tn reading scme of your recent utterances
abont English policy in the cighteenth century, and indeed in
times nearer owr own, I must confess to a desire to criticise an
epithet here and there. Yet I feel that for a dozen years I
have received more stimulus and encouragement from your
writings than from those of any other; encowragement in the
effort, which academic and popular opinion renders so difficult,
to be an econommnist without ceasing to be an historian. You have
shown me by your example how to carry the historical spirit into
the work of the economist, and the economic interest into the work
of the historian.

The rivalrics of Germany, Great Britain, and the United
States arc likely to be altogether cconomic in the century which
18 about to open, and economists are in evident danger of be-
coming the mouthpicces of national sentiment, TWe may be con-
Sident, notwithstanding, that scholars who have caught your spirit
will never altogether lose the scientific temper, and alse never
quite forget that even powerful mationalities are but steps to-
wards something better for humanity in the future.

Believe me stncercly yours,
W. J. ASHLEY.






PREFACE

THE five and forty essays and reviews which make up
this volume fall into a few well-marked groups. Two
of the longest are devoted to the economic relations
between England and her American colonies during
the century from 1660 to 1760 : they aim at removing
some misapprehensions which are even more persistent
in England than in the United States; and the second
of them explains—for the first time. so far as I am
aware—the true nature of the import trade of
America. Their theme associates them with the pre-
ceding group of papers on the history of Economic
Opinion, and especially with the essay on Tory
Free Trade in the age of Sir Dudley North and
Bolingbroke which deals with a forgotten chapter in
the history of English political parties. The groups
labelled ¢ Mediseval Agrarian ’ and ‘ Mediseval Urban’
may seem at first sight of a somewhat specialist and
archsological character. But I am convinced that no
satisfactory conception can be attained of the course
of social evolution without a more definite answer
than historians have hitherto contented themselves
with to certain fundamental questions concerning the
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early Middle Ages. This is peculiarly true of land
tenure; and it will be found that cven the origins of
municipal government cannot be intelligently dealt
with without a working hypothesis as to the extent
and meaning of serfdom in the open country. A time
will come, no doubt, when the theory of the Mark
and of the Frec Village Community will be looked
back upon as a curious aberration in historical scholar-
ship, due to the unsuspected influence of contemporary
political liberalism. Meantime the group of pupers
which approach that subject from various sides may
still serve the purposc of clearing the ground; and a
comparison of the results, or non-results, of rcecent
investigation in Germany, France, Walcs, India,
Central Asia, and Japan muy lelp to correct the
mischief wrought by ‘the¢ comparative method.” At
the opposite pole of interest, as it may appear, arc the
papers on Industrial Organisation in our own time;
I can only hope that they will illustrate the applica-
tion of the historical spirt to the burning questions of
the day. It should tend towards patience and charity,
if not towardsTeady * solutions.’

I have prefixed my lecture of cight years ago on
economic history as an academic study, and find little
in it that later events make me wish to alter. In
& pendant to it, more recently written, 1 bave said
something about the dispute, too noisy of late in
Germany, about ‘the materialistic conception’ of
history. Towards the end of the volume I have
placed a small sheaf of biographical papers which will
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explain themselves. From what I have said of
Toynbee it will be seen that in my judgment the
genius of Mrs. Humphry Ward has succeeded better
in realising the sort of man he was than some of those
who stood nearer to him in his lifetime. T have
ventured to add a group of papers on academic life and
organisation. The devclopment of American uni-
versities has reached a point where German influence
is waning and English example will make itself felt
either for good or for evil. German universities have
shown themselves of late not above learning from
America ; and there is possibly something that Harvard
can teach Oxford.

Two of the longer and a few of the shorter papers
have not before been printed ; the rest have appeared
in different reviews and journals during the last eleven
years, and necessarily retain the marks of their diverse
origins. An analytical table of contents will facilitate
their perusal and indicate their interrelation.

Ssaitn’s Cove, DBy, Nova Scoria:
August 1900.
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