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PREFACE.

THis little volume is, so far as | have been able to
discover, the first English book expressly treating of
the history of the Goths. Adequately to supply the
strange deficiency in our literature indicated by this
fact is atask that will require powers far greater than
mine. Some day, perhaps, the story of the Goths
will be told in English by a writer possessing the rare
combination of literary skill and profound scholarship
that will be needed to do it justice. But in the mean-
time | would fain hope that this brief sketch may be
found to have a sufficient reason for its existence. |
have made no attempt to write a brilliant narrative,
well knowing that success in such an attempt is
beyond my reach. My aim has been to relate the
facts of the history as correctly as | could, and with
the simplicity of language required by the plan of the
saries in which the work appears—a series intended
not for scholars, but for readers in whom little
knowledge of general history is to be pre-supposed.

If this volume should fall into the hand of scholars,



Viii PREFACE.

it will perhaps be obvious that | have not neglected
to read most of the original sources of the history ;
but it may be still more obvious that | have not the
thorough familiarity with them that might justly be
demanded if | claimed for my work any independent
historical value. Remembering the dangers of " a
little learning," | have endeavoured to escape them
by refraining from expressing any views which have
not the sanction of at least one modern scholar of
repute. The prescribed plan of the work has, of
course, not permitted me either to adduce arguments
or to cite authorities in justification of the particular
conclusions adopted.

Among the English writersto whom | am indebted,
the first place belongs to Gibbon, whose greatness
appears to me in a new light since | have tried to
compare a small portion of his wonderful work with
the materials out of which it was constructed. | aso
owe much to Mr. Hodgkin's " Italy and her Invaders,"
and to various articlesby Mr. E. A. Freeman. Among
foreign writers my principal guide has been Dahn;
| have aso made extensive use of the works of
Bessell, Waitz, Aschbach, Manso, and Lembke. To
mention the titles of books that have been merely
consulted on special points seems to me to be un-
necessary, and, unless elaborate explanations could be
added, likely to be also misleading.

Some surprise may perhaps be occasioned by the
date chosen for the accompanying map. My reason
for selecting the year 485 rather than 526 is that, if
only one map is to be given, the map representing
the state of Europe at the culminating period of the
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Visigoth dominion, is more useful for the illustration
of Gothic history as a whole, than one relating to the
later and intrinsically more interesting epoch.

HENRY BRADLEY.
LONDON,
November, 1887.
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THE STORY OF THE GOTHS

1
WHO WERE THE GOTHS?

MORE than three hundred years before the birth of
Christ, atraveller from the Greek colony of Marseilles,
named Pythcas, made known to the civilized world
the existence of a people called Guttones, who lived
near the Frische Haff, in the country since known as
East Prussia, and traded in the amber that was
gathered on the Baltic shores' For four whole
centuries these amber merchants of the Baltic are
heard of no more. The elder Pliny, a Roman writer
who died in the year 79 after Christ, tells us that in
his time they were still dwelling in the same neigh-
bourhood; and a generation later, Tacitus, the greatest
of Roman historians, twice mentionstheir name, though

This first sentence of our story contains a statement that has been
questioned. A great German scholar, Karl Mullenhoff, maintains that
the word Guttones, in I'liny's quotations from Pytheas, is a misreading,
and that the people whom the ancient traveller spoke of were the
Teutonesdwelling near the mouth of the Elbe. But we do not think
the conjecture is well-founded.

2



2 WHO WERE THE GOTHS ?

he spells it rather differently as Gotones. In his
little book on Germany, he says—in that brief pointed
style of his which it is so difficult to translate into
English—"Beyond the Lygians live the Gotones
among whom the power of the kings has already
become greater than among the other Germans,
though it is not yet too great for them to be a free
people.” And in his Annals he mentions that they
gave shelter to a prince belonging to another German
nation, who had been driven from his own country by
the oppression of a foreign conqueror. These two
brief notices are all that Tacitus, who has told us so
much that is interesting about the peoples of ancient
Germany, has to say of the Gotones. But if he
could only have guessed what was the destiny in
store for this obscure and distant tribe, we may be
sure that they would have received a far larger share
of his attention. For these Gotoncs were the same
people who afterwards became so famous under the
name of Goths, who, a few centuries later, crowned
their kings in Rome itself, and imposed their laws
on the whole of Southern Europe from the Adriatic
to the Western sea

It is the story of these Goths that in the present
volume we are going to relate, from the time when
they were still living amost unnoticed in their
northern home near the Baltic and the Vistula, down
to the time when their separate history becomes
blended in the history of the southern nations whom
they conguered, and by whom they were at last
absorbed. In many respects the career of this people
is strikingly different from that of any other nation
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of equal historic renown. For three hundred years
—beginning with the days of Tacitus—their history
consists of little else than a dreary record of barbarian
slaughter and pillage. A century later, the Goths
have become the mightiest nation in Europe. One
of their two kings sits on the throne of the Caesars,
the wisest and most beneficent ruler that Italy has
known for ages; the other reigns over Spain and
the richest part of Gaul. We look forward two
hundred and fifty years, and the Gothic kingdoms
are no more; the nation itself has vanished from the
stage of history, leaving scarcely a trace behind.
The story we have to tell lacks many of the elements
to which the history of most nations owes a large
part of its interest. Except a part of a translation
of the Bible, the Goths have left us no literature ; the
legends which they told about the deeds of gods and
heroes have nearly all perished; and even the history
of their short period of greatness has to be learned
from ignorant and careless writers, who have left un-
told a great deal that we would gladly know. And
yet the story of the Goths is not without powerful
attractions of its own. In all history there is nothing
more romantically marvellous than the swift rise of
this people to the height of greatness, or than the
suddenness and the tragic completeness of their ruin.
Amongst the actors in this story are some whose
noble characters and deeds are worthy of eterna
remembrance; and the events which it records have
influenced the destinies of the whole civilized world.
Andwhile for an Italian, a Frenchman, or a Spaniard,
Gothic history is important as a part of the history
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of his own country, for us who speak the English
tongue it has a specia interest of another kind, be-
cause the Goths were in a certain sense our own near
kindred. It is true that we are a people of mingled
origin ; but we are to no small extent descendants
of the Teutonic race, from which we have inherited our
language, and to this race the Goths aso belonged.
The Gothic language, asit is known to us from Bishop
Woulfila's translation of the Bible, isvery much like
the oldest English, though it is still more like the
language that was spoken by the ancestors of the
Swedes and Norwegians. There is little doubt that
in the first century all the Teutonic peoples could un-
derstand one another's speech, though even then there
must have been among them some differences of
dialect, which grew wider as time went on. Now
since the Gothic Bible is some hundreds of years
older than any book in any of the sister dialects, it is
the most important help we possess towards finding
out what the old Teutonic speech was like before it
was developed into the different languages which we
call English, German, Dutch, Swedish, and Danish.
And so it comes about that scholars, who inquire
into the origin of English words and the reasons for
the rules of English grammar, find that they can obtain
a great deal of light from the study of the long-dead
Gothic tongue.

Besides the Gothic Bible there have been preserved
two or three other short pieces of writing in the
Gothic language. One of these—a fragment of a
calendar—contains the word Gut-thiuda, " people of
the Goths." The word thiuda is the same as the Old-
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English theod, meaning people ; and from the com-
pound Gut-thiuda, and from other evidence, it may
be inferred that the name which, following the
Romans, we spell as " Goths" was properly Gutans—
in the singular Guta.® Likeall other names of nations,
this word must originally have had a meaning, but it
is very difficult to discover what that meaning was.
It has often been asserted that the name of the
Goths has something to do with the word God (in
Gothic guth). We might easily believe that an
ancient people might have chosen to call themselves
" the worshippers of the Gods ; " but although this in-
teresting suggestion was proposed by Jacob Grimm,
one of the greatest scholars who ever lived, it is now
quite certain that it was a mistake. It seems now to
be generally thought that the meaning of Gutans is
" the (nobly) born."

About the year 200, when they were living on the
north shore of the Black Sea, the Gutans or Goths
divided themselves into two great branches, the
Thervings and the Grcutungs. These two peoples
had also other names, which are much better known
in history. The Thervings were called Visigoths (i.e.,
West Goths), and the Greutungs Ostrogoths (East
Goths). These latter names referred at first to the
situation which the two divisions then occupied, one
east, the other west of the river Dniester; but by a
curious coincidence they continued to be appropriate
down to the latest days of Gothic history, for when

Y In strictness, Gut-thiuda is derived from an earlier form, Gutfo
(singular Guts), but in historic times this form was probably used only
in compounds.
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the Goths conquered the South of Europe, the Visi-
goths went westwards to Gaul and Spain, while the
Ostrogoths settled in Italy. Probably the Thervings
and Greutungs were the only people to whom the
name of Goths in strictness belonged. There was,
however, a third tribe, the Gepids, whom the other
two recognized as being, if not exactly Goths, at any
rate, their nearest kinsfolk, and as having originally
formed one nation with them. About the origin of.
these Gepids, the Gothic historian, Jordanes (who
lived in the sixth century, and was, perhaps, bishop
of Crotona in'ltaly) tells a curious story, founded, it
seems, on ancient popular songs. He relates that the
original home of the Goths was in " the island of
Scanzia"—that is to say, in the Scandinavian penin-
sula ; and that they came to the mainland of Europe
in three ships, under the command of a king named
Berig. One of the ships was a heavy sailer, and
arrived long after the others ; and for this reason the
people who came over in her were called Gepids, from
a Gothic word gepanta, meaning slow. Of course
this is not the real explanation of the name of the
Gepids, but the story must be regarded as an ancient
Gothic joke at their expense. Jordanes says that the
Gepids were a dull-witted and heavy-bodied nation;
and as a matter of fact we generally find them lagging
a little behind the Goths in their southward march.
Whether the Goths did originally come from Scan-
dinavia is a question that has been much disputed.
The traditions of a people contained in its songs are
not to be lightly put aside, and there is no reason to
doubt that the Goths once inhabited the northern as
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well as the southern shores of the Baltic. But it can-
not be said that apart from tradition there is any real
evidence of the fact. It is true that the southern pro-
vince of Sweden is still called Gothland; but the
Gautar (called Geatas by the Anglo-Saxons), from
whom this province took its name, were not identical
with the Goths, though doubtless nearly related to
them. On the other hand, theisland called Gothland,
in the Baltic, was anciently called Gutaland, which
seams to show that its early inhabitants were really in
the strict sense Goths.  And according to the Norse
sages and the Anglo-Saxon poets, the peninsula of
Jutland was anciently occupied by a branch of the
Gothic people, who were known as Hreth-gotan, or
Rcidhgotar.

There were also a number of smaller tribes, such as
the Herules, Scirians, Rugians, and Turcilings, who
accompanied the Goths as subjects or as alies in
their southward march, and who seem to have been
more closely akin to them than any other of the great
divisions of the Teutonic race. The great nation of
the Vandals, moreover, originally the neighbours of
the Goths on the west, who about the same time as
they did, though by a different path, wandered from
the Baltic to the Danube, and afterwards played an im-
portant part in history, are said by Roman writers to
have been identical with the Goths in language, laws,
and manners. The Romans naturally often confounded
tne two peoples together, and not unfrequently they
applied the name of Goths in a loose sense to all
those Teutonic nations who invaded the southern
lands. In this volume, however, we are conceined
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only with the fortunes of the Visigoths and Ostro-
goths, and shall only mention these other people?
when they come in our way.

The Goths arc always described as tall and athletic
men, with fair complexions, blue eyes, and yellow
hair—such people, in fact, as may be seen more fre-
quently in Sweden than in any other modern land.
A very good idea of their national costume and their
general appearance may be gained from the sculptures
on " The Storied Column," as it is called, erected at
Constantinople by the Emperor Arcadius in honour
of his father Thcodosius, which represent a triumphal
procession, including many Gothic captives.! The
dress of the men consists usually of a short tunic with
girdle, wide turned-down collars, and short sleeves,
an inner garment coming down to the knees; and
trousers, sometimes reaching to the ankle, and some-
times ending just below the knees. The last men-
tioned article of dress is often referred to as distin-
guishing the Goths from the bare-legged Romans.
A king or chief, who sits with two attendants on a
car drawn by oxen, is similar in his attire to the rest
of the captives, but his superior rank is denoted by
the collar and skirt of his tunic being cut into an
ornamental pattern. All the men wear long curly
hair and long beards. Some of them are bareheaded,
while others wear caps of somewhat fantastic shapes.
Some of the Gothic figures in the procession seem not
to be prisoners of war, but auxiliaries in the Roman

' This column was destroyed two hundred years ago, but careful
drawings of the sculptures are contained in Banduri's " Imperium
Orientale."
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service, as they appear without any marks of humilia-
tion, and several of them carry Roman armour. Their
leaders are on horseback, and are dressed in a style
similar to that of their captive countrymen, with the
addition of long fur cloaks—a garment which was
proverbially characteristic of their people. Thefemale
captives appear clad in long robes down to the feet;
some have their heads covered with kerchiefs, while
others are bareheaded, with long streaming hair. We
may safely rely on the general accuracy of this in-
teresting portraiture, for at the end of the fourth cen-
tury the appearance of the Goths had become familiar
to all the inhabitants of Constantinople.

That the Gothic people had many noble qualities
was frequently acknowledged even by their enemies,
and is abundantly proved by many incidents in their
history. They were brave, generous, patient under
hardship and privation, and chaste and affectionate in
their family relations. The one great reproach which
the Roman writers bring against them isthat of faith-
lessness to their treaties, a charge frequently made by
civilized peoples against barbarians, and one which
the barbarians have too often had good reason to
retort. In the first flush of victory they were some-
times terribly cruel; but on the whole there is nothing
in their history more remarkable than the humanity
and justice which they exercised towards the nations
whom they had conquered ; and there are many
instances on record in which Romans were glad to
seek under the milder sway of the Goths arefuge from
the oppressions of their own rulers. It is true, how-
ever, that their history gives but little evidence of
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their possession of the gentler virtues until after their
conversion to Christianity—an event which* had un-
guestionably a very profound effect on their national
character. The Roman clergy, by whom the Goths
were disliked both as alien conquerors and as heretics,
were often constrained to own that these barbarians
obeyed the precepts of the gospel far better than did
their own countrymen.

We have no contemporary description of the state
of society which existed amongst the Goths when
they were living in their ancient abodes near the
Baltic ; but it was probably in its main features
similar to that of the other Teutonic peoples as
described by Tacitus. By combining the information
supplied by Tacitus with what we know of the manners
and institutions of the Goths in later days, it is
possible to arrive at some general conclusions respect-
ing their mode of life before their southward wander-
ings began. We must imagine them as dwelling, not
in cities or compact villages, but in habitations scat-
tered over the woods and plains, each with its own
enclosure of farm land, which they cultivated with
the hzp of daves, the descendants of captives taken
in war. Their chief subsistence, however, was not
derived from their crops, but from their vast herds of
cattle, which they pastured on their wide common
lands. Their drink was mead and beer, in which, no
doubt, like the other Teutonic peoples, they often
indulged to excess. At their feasts they entertained
themselves with songs relating the deeds of famous
heroes of the past. At the season of new moon the
men of each district assembled in the open air to
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administer justice and to make laws for themselves ;
and from time to time the whole nation was gathered
together to discuss great questions such as those of
war or peace. The kings were chosen by the voice of
the assembled people from certain great families, two
of which, the Amalings and the Balthings, are known
to us by name. The Amalings were sad to be
descended from a hero whose deeds had earned for
him the title of Amala, " the mighty " ; the name of
the Balthings is derived from the same root as our
English word " bold." Of these two noble houses we
shall hereafter have much to say, for the Amalings
became the royal line of the Ostrogoths, while the
Visigoths chose their kings from the Balthings.

Of the religion of the Goths in their heathen days
we know but little. Their native historian tells
us that they worshipped certain beings called Anses,
and this word is plainly the same as Asir (plural of
Ass or Ans), the name which the Scandinavians
applied to the greater gods of their mythology. No
ancient writer has mentioned the name of a single
Gothic deity, but there is reason to believe that
amongst their chief gods were "the Great Twin
Brethren," corresponding to Castor and Pollux, and
we may feel sure that, like all their Teutonic kindred,
they worshipped Wodan, the spirit of wind and storm,
the inspirer of poetry and wisdom. Another of their
gods, no doubt, was Tiw, whose name shows that he
was once the same with Dyaus, Zeus, Jupiter, the
ancient sky-god of the Indians, Greeks, and Romans
and whom the Teutonic warriors invoked as their god
of battles. Probably, aso, they worshipped—under
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what names we know not—the Sun-god and the
Thunder-god, whom the Scandinavians called Baldr
and Thorr. And thereis proof that Halya, which in
the Gothic Bibleistheword for "hell," must originally
have been the name of the goddess of the lower world.
But which of these divinities were regarded as higher
than the rest, and what other gods and goddesses
were reverenced besides them, are questions that
cannot be answered. Images of the gods (not com-
plete statues, but pillars surmounted with the likeness
of ahuman head), raised aloft on chariots, were carried
from place to place to receive the adoration of the
people. The sodden flesh of animals was offered in
sacrifice, and sometimes We read that human victims
were laid upon'the altars, but whether thisis fact or
fablewe cannot tell. The Gothic temples were served
both by male and female priests, and during the war-
like journeyings of the nation the place of atemple
was supplied by a sacred tent. These few particulars
are all that we really know about Gothic heathendom,
for when the people became Christians their clergy
strove to blot out the recollections of their old beliefs,
and in this endeavour they succeeded only too well.

One more fact, and that avery interesting one, is
known respecting the early condition of the Goths.
They possessed an alphabet of their own, the letters
of which were called " runes" We cannot suppose,
however, that they had any extensive written litera-
ture, for they seem in their heathen days to have used
no more convenient writing material than boards and
wooden staves, on which their inscriptions were carved.
Tt isnot likely that the great bulk of the people knew
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how to read,and write. The word "rune" literally
means a secret or mystery, and that shows that the
art of writing was looked upon with superstitious
awe as asort of half-miraculous endowment. Very
likely the knowledge of it was kept carefully in the
hands of the priesthood, or some learned caste. The
Goths used their runes for inscribing the names of
their dead heroes on their tombstones, and for mark-
ing their swords and jewels with the owner's name.
Their wise men wrote witchcraft spells to hang up in
the people's houses to drive away bad spirits or to
bring good luck. Sometimes, perhaps, a new law
might be carved in wood or stone to be handed down
to later ages; letters (very short and pithy we may
be sure they would be) might be sent from one chief
to another about matters too weighty to be trusted to
word of mouth; or a poet might now and then call
in the aid of the rune-man to preserve the memory of
one of his songs. Perhaps too there were some rude
attemptsat history writing, suchaswehaveintheearly
part of the Saxon Chronicle—just brief memoranda of
events put down at the time, saying that " such a
king died ; So-and-so was made king ; Goths fought
with Gepids; Gepids were beaten, with great slaugh-
ter : this or that chief was killed." But all this is
only guessing, for only one or two Gothic inscriptions,
and those very short ones, have been preserved.
From the Goths, however, the Runic alphabet passed
to the kindred nations dwelling near the Baltic, and
it is found on hundreds of tombstones and memorial
pillars in Scandinavia, Iceland, and the British Isles.
Two of the characters. p and p, were adopted in Old
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English to express the sounds of th and w, for which
the Roman alphabet supplied no proper sign. When
people write y instead of the, or y instead of that
(as is still sometimes done in England), they are really
using one of the "runes" inherited from the heathen
Goths who lived two thousand years ago. A speci-
men of the Gothic runes may be seen in the
accompanying engraving of agold necklet found in
1838 amid the ruins of a heathen temple near Bucha-
rest, in the country where the Goths were dwelling
early in the fourth century. The inscription, Gutani
owi hailag, appears to mean " the holy ... of the
Goths;" probably the bracelet was a sacred object
upon which oaths were taken. Other examples of
Runic writing are the names Tilarids and Ranya on
the two spear-heads represented at p. 7.

The Goths certainly did not invent these letters
for themselves, and there has been a great dea of
discussion on the question how they got them. It
we compare the oldest runes with the Latin letters,
or, what isvery much the same thing, with an early
form of the Greek letters, we see at once that several
of them arejust the Latin or old Greek characters,
altered so as to render them more convenient for
cutting on wood. It is usually believed amongst
scholars that the runes are of Latin origin; but as
the evidence seems to show that they were first used
in the far north-east, where Roman influences could
hardly have reached, we prefer to accept the view of
Dr. lIsaac Taylor, that they are a corruption of an
old Greek alphabet used in certain colonies on the
north-west coast of the Black Sea  But how the
knowledge of this alphabet was carried to the Goths
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dwelling six hundred miles away, and what caused
the changes in the sounds expressed by some of the
letters, are questions we have no means of answering.

Before we leave the subject of this chapter, there is
one more point that must be touched on, because it
affects our understanding of some parts of the suc-
ceeding history. In ancient times the countries north
of the Danube mouths were inhabited by a people
called Getes (in Latin Getag). You may remember
that the poet Ovid was sent to live among this people
when Augustus banished him from Rome. Now in
the third century after Christ the Goths came and
dwelt in the land of the Getes, and to some extent
mingled with the native inhabitants ; and so the
Romans came to think that Goths and Getes were
only two names for the same people, or rather two
different ways of pronouncing the same word. Even
the historian Jordanes, himself a Goth, actually calls
his book a Getic history, and mixes up the traditions
of his own people with the talcs which he had read
in books about the Getes. In modern times some
great scholars have tried to prove that the Getes
really were Goths, and that the early territory of the
Gothic nation reached all the way from the Baltic to
the Black Sea. But the ablest authorities are now
mostly agreed that this is a mistake, and that when
the Goths migrated to the region of the Danube it
was to settle amongst a people of a different race,
speaking a foreign tongue.

As late as the middle of the second century

(unless, as is not unlikely, the geographer Ptolemy
copied his information from much earlier writers) the
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" Gythones" or Goths were still dwelling along the
eastern bank of the Vistula. A few years later they
began their great southward journey, and left their
ancient homes to be occupied by new possessors, the
kinsmen of the Slavonians and Lithuanians.




FROM THE BALTIC TO THE DANUBE.

THE emigration of a settled people from the
country which it has occupied for hundreds of years,
is a very different sort of thing from the movements
of mere wandering hordes like the Huns or the Tar-
tars. It is true the Goths were only barbarians, and
the ties which bound them to their native soil were
far less complex and powerful than those which affect
acivilized community ; and no doubt they had often
made long expeditions for plunder or conquest into
the adjoining lands. But still we may be sure that
the resolution to forsake their ancient homes, and to
seek a settlement in unknown and distant regions,
must have cost them a great deal of anxious delibe-
ration, and that they must have been impelled to it
by very powerful motives. What these motives were
we can only faintly guess. It can s arccly be supposed
that the Goths were driven southward by the invasion
of stronger neighbours, for the peoples who afterwards
occupied the Baltic shores seem to have been cer-
tainly their inferiors in warlike prowess. Most likely
it was simply the natural increase of their population,
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aided perhaps by the failure of their harvests or the
outbreak of a pestilence, that made them sensible
of the poverty of their country, and led them to cast
longing eyes towards the richer and more genial lands
further to the south, of which they had heard, and
which some of them may have visited.

Our only information about the path along which
they travelled is derived from their own traditions, as
recorded by Jordanes in the sixth century. A great
deal of the story told by that historian, however,
seems to be either his own guesswork, or to be taken
from the history of the Getesand Scythians. Putting
all this aside, we find that the Goths, Gepids, Hcrules,
and some other kindred peoples, united into one great
body, first wandered southward through what is now
Western Russia, till they came to the shores of the
Black Sea and the Sea of Azov, and then spread
themselves westward to the north bank of the
Danube. As they went their numbers were in-
creased by the accession of people of Slavonic race,
whom they conquered, or who joined them of their
own accord. One of the nations whom they over-
came, the Spali, is mentioned by name. About these
early wanderings Jordanes tells two legendary stories,
evidently derived from Gothic popular ballads. One
of these relates that the Goths, led by their king,
Filimer, the son of Guntharic, had to cross a great
river into a beautiful and fertile country, called Ovim
or Ocum. When the king and most of the people
had passed over in safety, the bridge broke down and
part of the host was left behind in a sort of enchanted
land, surrounded by a belt of marshes through which
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no traveller had since been able to find his way ; but
those who passed near its borders ages afterward could
often hear the lowing of cattle and the distant sound
of Gothic speech. The other story embodies the
hatred felt by the Goths for their enemies the Huns.
King Filimer, it was said, expelled from the camp the
women who practised magic arts—the Halirunds, as
they were called, that is to say, the possessors of the
"rune" or secret of Halya, the goddess of the lower
world. Banished into the deserts, these women met
with the evil spirits of the waste, and from the unholy
marriage of witches and demons sprang the loath-
some savages whom the Goths had afterwards so
much reason to dread.

The real history of the Goths begins about the
year 245, when they were living near the mouths of the
Danube under the rule of Ostrogotha [Austraguta],
the first king of the Amaling stock. Ostrogotha was
celebrated in tradition for his " patience" ; but in what
way he displayed that virtue we are not informed, for
history tells only of his victories. Whether on ac-
count of his patience or his deeds in war, his fame
was widely spread, for one of the oldest of Ango-
Saxon poems mentions him as " Eastgota, the father
of Unwen." The name of this son is given by Jordanes
as Hunuil, but probably the Anglo-Saxon form is
the right one.

There is evidence that about twenty years before
this time the Goths had become allies of the Romans,
who paid them a yearly sum of money to defend the
border of the empire against the Sarmatian barbarians
who lay behind them. But in the reign of the Roman
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emperor Philip the Arab, this payment was stopped,
and King Ostrogotha crossed the Danube and plun-
dered the Roman provinces of Mcesia and Thrace.
The Roman general Decius, who afterwards became
emperor brought an army against them ; but the
Goths retreated safely across the Danube, and it is
said that large numbers of the Roman soldiers de-
serted to the barbarians, and offered to help them to
make another attack. The Gothic king collected an
army of thirty thousand men, partly belonging to his
own people and partly toother barbarian nations, and
sent them over the river under the command of two
generals, named Argait and Guntharic, who ravaged
the province called Lower Mocsia, and laid siege to
its capital, a city which the great emperor Trajan had
built, and named Marcianopolis in honour of his
sister Marcia. The inhabitants were glad to bargain
with the Goths to raise the siege on receiving a heavy
payment in money, and then the barbarians went
back into their own land.

After this the kingdom of Ostrogotha was attacked
by the Gepids, who had separated themselves from the
Goths, and under their king, Fastida, had conquered
the Burgunds, another Teutonic people. They now
demanded that Ostrogotha should give them a por-
tion of histerritory. The" patient" king tried hard
to persuade them not to make war on their own
brethren ; but he was not patient enough to grant
what they required, and the two nations met in con-
flict near a town called Galtis. The fight was long
and terrible ; " but at last,” says Jordanes, sneering
at the " sluggish" Gepids, " the more vigorous nature
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of the Goths prevailed," and Fastida had to retire
within his own dominions.

Ostrogotha died about the year 250, and was suc-
ceeded, not by his son Unwen or Hunuil (who, how-
ever, became the ancestor of later Gothic kings), but
by a King Cniva, who was not an Amaling at all.
The new chief at once engaged in an expedition
across the Danube into Mcesia and Thrace. He sent
out several bodies of his army to plunder different
parts of the country, while he himself besieged the
town of Nicopolis (now Nikopi on the Yantra),
whose name, " City of Victory," preserved the memory
of a battle in which Trajan had been successful
against the barbarians. The emperor Decius, who
had been elected by the army a year before, was a
man of great energy and of noble character, and he
at once hurried off to relieve the town. When the
Goths heard that the Roman army was approaching,
they abandoned the siege, and made their way
through the passes of the Balkan mountains to attack
thegreat city of Philippopolis. Decius followed them
in haste, but the Goths unexpectedly turned on their
pursuers, put them to flight, and e plundered their
camp. The barbarians were now able to carry on
the siege of Philippopolis undisturbed. The inhabi-
tants made a brave defence, and slew many thousands
of their assailants. But at last they were obliged
to yield ; the town was taken, and it is said that a
hundred thousand persons were massacred. A vast
quantity of plunder fell into the hands of the Goths,
besides many prisoners of noble rank. Amongst
these was Priscus. a brother of the late emperor
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Philip, whom the Goths persuaded to assume the title
of emperor, and to conclude a treaty of peace with
them.

Meanwhile the emperor had not been idle. He
rallied his scattered forces, and placed garrisons along
the Danube and at the passes of the Balkans. The
Goths felt how much they had been weakened by
their losses in the long siege, and sent messages to
the Romans, entreating that they might be allowed
to return home in safety on giving up their plunder
and their prisoners. But Decius thought he had the
victory in his own hands, and demanded that they
should submit without conditions. The Goths deter-
mined to fight for their freedom. The two armies
encountered each other near alittle town of Mcesia,
which the barbarians called Abritta, and the Romans,
Forum Trebonii. Scarcely had the battle begun
when Decius's eldest son, Ilcrennius, whom he had
made joint emperor, fell wounded by an arrow. A
crowd of barbarians rushed upon him, and plunged
their spears into his body. When the soldiers saw
their young commander slain, their courage at first
gave way. The bereaved father urged them on with
the words : " The loss of one soldier makes little dif-
ference to the commonwealth." Then, overwhelmed
with grief, he rushed into the thick of the conflict, re-
solved either to avenge his son or to share his fate.
The fight was fierce and bloody. Two divisions of
the Goths were routed ; the third line, protected by a
morass, awaited the attack of the Romans, who, un-
acquainted with the ground and burdened with their
heavy armour, were utterly defeated. The emperor
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was killed, and his body was never found. Never before
had the Roman Empire known so sad a day as this,
which saw the ruin of a great army, and the death by
barbarian hands of one of the worthiest emperors who
ever ruled.

Broken and disorganized, the Roman army offered
no further resistance to the Goths, who carried devas-
tation over the provinces of Mcesia, Thrace, and
[yria. The new emperor, Trebonianus Gallus,
found that it was hopeless to try to drive them out
by force of arms, and he agreed to leave them in
possession of their prisoners and their booty, and to
pay them a large sum of money yearly on condition
that they should leave the Roman territories un-
molested.




FIRE AND SWORD IN ASIA AND GREECE.

THERE was a terrible outcry amongst the Romans
when it became known that the emperor Gallus had
agreed to bribe the Goths to keep the peace. Every-
body said that Gallus was a traitor, and some people
even accused him of having intentionally caused the
ruin of Dccius by his bad advice. To make matters
worse, a great plague broke out all over the empire,
caused, the Romans fancied, by the anger of the gods
at the treachery of their emperor. And before long
it turned out that the disgraceful bargain that Gallus
had made had not even answered its purpose, for a
portion of the Goths, faithless to their engagements,
continued to ravage the provinces of Illyria. They
were defeated by a general named Amilianus, who
assumed the title of emperor. Gallus was murdered
by his own soldiers, who joined the army of the
usurper; but soon afterwards he, too, was assass-
nated, and the empire came into the hands of Valerian
and his son Gallienus.

The reigns of these two emperors, which ex-
tended from the year 253 to the year 268, were
full of misfortunes for the empire. The Germans
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threatened it on the west; on the east there
were troubles with Persia; and all the while news
kept coming from the provinces that one portion
or another of the army had rebelled, and set up
an emperor of their own. To grapple with these
difficulties needed a great ruler at the head of affairs.
Valerian was a brave and good man, but he foolishly
went on an expedition against Persia, and in the year
260 was taken prisoner, and never came back. When
Gallienus heard that his father was a captive, he took
the matter very coolly, and his courtiers, instead of
being disgusted with his heartlcssness, only compli-
mented him on his " resignation." He was not a
coward, nor was he either cruel or vicious; but he
cared for nothing but amusing himself. When he
heard of any great misfortune that had happened in
some distant province, he used to make some foolish
joke about it, and then went on writing pretty verses,
or completing his collections of pictures and statues.
Such was the sovereign who ruled the Roman world
at a time when, more than ever in its past history,
the manifold perils that threatened it demanded the
energies of a hero and a statesman.

During these dreary fifteen years the history of the
Goths is a frightful story of cruel massacres, and of
the destruction and plunder of wealthy and beautiful
cities. One branch of the people obtained possession
of the Crimea, sailed across the Black Sea, and took
the great city of Trebizond, from which they carried
away an abundance of spoil and avast multitude of
captives. A second expedition resulted in the capture
of the splendid cities of Chalcedon and Nicornedia,
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and many other rich towns of Bithynia. The cities
were strongly fortified, and possessed ample garrisons,
but such was the wild terror inspired by the Goths
that resistance was hardly ever attempted. It is,
however, the third of these plundering raids that is
most worthy of attention, not only because it was
conducted on a larger scale than thetwo previous ones,
but because of the interest which we fedl in the classic
lands over which it extended. A fleet of fivehundred
vessdls, conveying a great army of Goths and Herules,
sailed through the Bosphorus and the Hellespont. On
their way they destroyed the island city of Cyzicus,
and made landings at many points on the west coast
of Asia Minor. Amongst other deeds of wanton
devastation, they burnt the magnificent temple of
" Diana of the Ephesians," one of the seven wonders
of the ancient world, with its hundred lofty marble
columns and its many beautiful statues, the work of
the greatest sculptors of Greece. Then, crossing the
AEgean Sea, they anchored in the port of Athens;
and now that city, which had given birth to the finest
poetry, philosophy, and art that the world had ever
known, became the plunder of barbarian pirates.
Whatever havoc the Goths may have made at
Athens, at least they did not burn the city, and we
know that they left many noble buildings and works
of art to be destroyed long after by the Turks.
About their doings here we have only one anecdote.
The Goths, it is said, had collected into a great heap
all the Athenian libraries, and were going to set fire
to the pile, dreading, perhaps, lest the magical powers
dwelling in the foreign "runes" should work some
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mischief on the invading host But there was among
them one aged chief, famed for his wisdom, who
persuaded them to change their purpose. " Let the
Greeks have their books," he said, "for so long as
they spend their days with these idle toys we need
never fear that they will give us trouble in war."
Although this story rests on no very good authority,
there is no reason why it may not have been true.
Perhaps the Goth was not altogether wrong. A
people that has a vigorous national life gains fresh
strength from the labours of its scholars and thinkers;
but when a nation cares for nothing but books, its
absorption in literature only hastens its decay, and
the literature itself becomes pedantic and trifling,
and gives birth to little "that the world would not
willingly let die" So it was amongst the Greeks
of the third century. But even while they were
in Athens the Goths were taught that learning did
not always make men cowards. For an Athenian
named Dexippus, a man of letters whose studies
had made him mindful of the ancient greatness of
his country, collected a band of brave men and
burned many of the Gothic ships in the harbour of
Piraeus.

But there were not many Greeks like Dexippus,
and the Goths and Herules met with little resistance
as they ranged over the land, enriching themselves
with the spoils of many a wealthy city, once great in
arts and in war. When they had exhausted the
plunder of Greece they marched to the Adriatic, and
it seems they were thinking of invading Italy. But
the emperor Gallienus, at last roused from his in-

4
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action, came to meet them at the head of his army.
The barbarian chiefs began to quarrel amongst them-
selves, and one of them, Naulobatus, with a large
body of Herules, deserted his countrymen, and
entered the Roman service. Naulobatus was gladly
received by the emperor, who bestowed on him the
rank of consul, the highest honour that could be
gained by a Roman subject. The main body of the
Goths separated into two bands. One of them went
back to the east coast of Greece, and there took
shipping, and after landing at Anchialus in Thrace,
got back in safety to the settlements of their people
at the north of the Black Sea. The other band made
their way into Mcesia, and continued to ravage that
country for ayear with impunity, because the quarrels
between the Roman generals rendered any effectual
resistance impossible.

One of these generals, however, was a brave and
able man named Claudius, and when, in March, 268,
Gallienus died by an assassin's hand, Claudius was
declared emperor in his stead. He at once set to
work to reorganize the Roman armies, and to clear
the empire of the northern barbarians. His task
seemed, indeed, a desperate one, for he had to
grapple with a new invasion, more terrible than
any that the empke had hitherto suffered. The
Goths dwelling near the mouths of the Dniester,
excited by the tales which their countrymen had
brought them about the wealth and fruitfulness of
the southern lands, had resolved to conquer the
Roman Empire, and make it their settled home.
They were joined by a multitude of Slavonic tribes,
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whom they had either subdued or had persuaded to
enter into alliance with them. Through the Black
Sea and the Hellespont sailed a vast fleet, conveying
an army numbering three hundred thousand warriors,
accompanied by their wives and children. The in-
vaders landed at Thessalonica, and hearing of the
approach of Claudius, hastened to meet him, glorying
in the hope of an easy victory. The battle that took
place at Naissus (now Nissa, in the middle of Turkey)
was, perhaps, not a victory for Claudius; some writers
say he was beaten. But the Goths lost fifty thousand
men ; and what was more, they lost their confidence
in their own strength. Battle after battle succeeded,
and soon the mighty host of the invaders was utterly
broken. Thousands of Gothic prisoners were sold
into slavery ; many of the young men were taken to
serve in the imperial armies; and the shattered
remnant of the people fled into the recesses of the
Balkan mountains, where their numbers were lessened
by the cold of winter and the outbreak of a dreadful
plague. In this plague, however, Claudius himself
died, in the spring of the year 270. In memory of
his victories the Roman people gave him the surname
of Gothicus; and his name ought ever to be held in
honour as that of one of the few great conquerors
whose exploits have been of lasting benefit to the
human race. It isterrible to think what would have
been the conseguences to the world if the Gothic
enterprise had then been successful. The South of
Europe would have been depopulated by fierce and
lawless massacre; the masterpieces of ancient art and
literature would have perished, and the traditions of
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many ages of civilization would in a great measure
have been blotted out. It is true that by the victories
of Claudius the triumph of the Goths was only de-
ferred. But it was deferred until atime when they
had become Christian, and in some degree civilized,
and when they had learned to use their victories with
gentleness and wisdom. When they came to subdue
the empire, it was no longer as savage devastators,
but as the saviours of the Roman world from the
degradation into which it had sunk through the vices
of acorrupt civilization, and through the misgovern-
ment of its feeble and depraved rulers. Although a
foreign conquest always must be productive of some
evil, yet, on the whole, the Gothic rule in Italy, while
it lasted, was such a blessing to the subject people
that we may well feel sorry that it came to an un-
timely end.

The dying emperor recommended as his successor
Aurelian, one of his generals, whom the soldiers who
served under him knew by the nickname of " Your
hands to your swords!" The army accepted the
choice, and Aurelian ruled the empire well and wisely
for five years. As soon as the new emperor had been
proclaimed the Goths again tried their fortune in war,
under a chief named Cannabaudes. The battle was
indecisive, and the Roman losses were heavy, but the
Goths had suffered so much that they were glad to
accept an offer of peace. Aurelian, hearing that he
was wanted to repel a German invasion of Italy,
thought it wise to allow them favourable terms.
It was agreed that they were to be granted a
free retreat into Dacia, and that province, including
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what is now the kingdom of Roumania and the
eastern part of Hungary, was abandoned to their
sovereignty, the native inhabitants being invited to
cross the Danube into Mcesia In return for these
concessions the Goths were to furnish a body of two
thousand horsemen to the Roman armies, and as
security for their faithfulness a number of the sons
and daughters of Gothic nobles were entrusted to the
care of the emperor, who caused them to receive the
education of persons of rank, and afterwards employed
the youths in honourable offices in his own service, and
gave the maidens in marriage to some of his principal
officers. The result of these measures was that the
Goths lived in unbroken alliance with the Roman
Empire for fifty years, learning the arts of peace from
the natives of Dacia, and gaining new strength for the
time when they were again to distinguish themselves
by deeds of arms.




IV.

HOW THE GOTHS FOUGHT W TH CONSTANTI NE.

DURING the fifty years' peace the history of the
Goths is a blank. No chronicler has preserved even
the name of any of their kings, or a single anecdote,
true or fabulous, about their doings in that tranquil
time. Probably we have lost little by this silence of
the historians ; for the story of an uncivilized people
does not contain much that is worth telling, when
there are no battles or migrations to record. We
should like to know, however, on what sort of terms
the Goths lived with the native Dacians, for there is
good evidence that the whole of that people did not
avail themselves of Aurelian's invitation to emigrate
into Mcesia, but continued in their ancient homes
under Gothic rule. There is some reason for thinking
that they were not reduced to slavery, but that the
Goths learned to respect the superior civilization of
their neighbours, and that the native inhabitants and
the new settlers gradually became united into one
people. If this were so, we can understand how it
came to pass that, as we have already seen, the
Gothic historian of the sixth century could reckon
the heroes and sages of ancient Dacia among the
ancestral glories of his own nation.
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But we must not suppose that Dacia was the only
country occupied at this time by the Goths. Vast as
were the numbers of the host that sailed from the
northern shores of the Black Sea in the year 2609,
a large Gothic population still remained behind.
Whether or not the Goths of Southern Russia were
included in the treaty which Aurelian made, they
seem at any rate to have abstained from any invasion
of the Roman Empire throughout the fifty years of
which we are speaking. The Goths of Dacia and
their eastern kinsmen were distinguished by the old
names of Visigoths and Ostrogoths. How far they
were respectively the descendants of those who had
borne these names in earlier times we cannot tell.
The Ostrogoths seem to have formed a united nation,
while the Visigoths were independent of them, and
were divided into separate tribes under different
chieftains, without any common head.

Quiet and uneventful as were these fifty years in
the history of the Gothic people, they were full of
stirring incidents in the history of the Roman Empire.
In the course of this period the Roman world was
ruled by several emperors of uncommon ability,
amongst whom was one man of surpassing genius,
named Diocletian, who introduced important changes
into the government. But of these it is not necessary
here to speak, nor of the civil wars and the struggles
with the Franks and other nations, which the empire
had to sustain.

When the Goths first broke their long peace with
Rome, it was in the reign of the emperor Constantine
the Great. Two of the actions of this emperor had
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a profound effect on all succeeding history. He
established Christianity as the state religion of the
empire ; and he removed the seat of government from
Rome to his new city of Constantinople. Hence-
forward we have to remember that although the
empireis still called Roman, the ancient capital of
the world from which that empire took its nameis
now only its second city.

Thefirst conflict between the Goths and Constantine
took place in the year 322, one year before the defeat
of his colleague and rival Licinius made him undi-
vided sovereign of the empire. The Visigoths and
Ostrogoths, in one united army, joined by Slavonic
tribes from the far east, had made an attack, under
the command of a king named Aliquaca [Alhwakars]
on the Roman provinces south of the Danube. The
emperor defeated them in three successive battles,
and compelled them to submit. But he thought it
well to offer them honourable terms of surrender, and
the result showed that he was wise in so doing ; for
when in the following year he fought his decisive
battle against Licinius at Hadrianople, he was assisted
by the army of Aliquaca, consisting, we are told, of
forty thousand men.

Eight years after this, however, Constantine had
again to meet the Goths as enemies. It seems that
the Vandals, or a part of them, were then living in
what is now Western Hungary, divided from the
Gothic territory by the river Theiss. Quarrels broke
out between the two neighbouring peoples, and the
Goths invaded the Vandal territory in overwhelming
numbers. The Vandals appealed for help to the
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emperor, who listened to the prayer, and marched
in person to chastise the aggressors. When the Goths
heard of his approach, they crossed the Danube led
by their two kings Araric and Aoric, and hastened to
meet the Roman army. In the first battle Constan-
tine underwent a serious defeat—for the first time in
his life. But in the succeeding battles of the cam-
paign the victory was all on the side of the Romans.
The emperor was helped by the descendants of the
Greek colonists in the Crimea, who were no doubt
glad of the opportunity to revenge themselves on their
old oppressors. The Goths werethoroughly humbled,
and were glad to beg for peace. It was always Con-
stantine's policy—in dealing with barbarians at |east—
to try by kindness to make friends of his vanquished
enemies ; and the Gothic kings and nobles received
handsome presents and special marks of honour.
Once more a treaty of alliance was made between the
Goths and the Romans, and by way of security for
his faithfulness, King Araric had to leave his eldest
son as a hostage in the emperor's hands.

After this war was ended the Goths seem not to
have troubled the Roman Empire for morethan thirty
years : but in other directions they made important
conquests. When Araric died, the people chose a
new king, who was of another family. His name was
Geberic, and he was descended from a line of famous
heroes. We know nothing about his father Hilderic
or about Ovida and Nidada, his grandfather and
great-grandfather, but from the way in which Jor-
danes mentions them it is plain that their names and
deeds must in his time have been very familiarly
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known from the old Gothic ballads. King Geberic
determined to accomplish the task, in which his
predecessor had failed, of dislodging the Vandals.
Constantine did not say him nay, for the Vandals,
ungrateful for the help which the Romans had given
them, had themselves been making plundering raids
into the Roman provinces. On the banks of the
river Marosh a battle was fought, in which Wisumar,
the Vandal king, was killed, and his army was routed
with great slaughter. The conquered Vandals once
more appealed to Constantine, and he gave them
permission to settle in Pannonia and other parts of
the empire. The Goths took possession of the de-
serted territory; and being thus freed from enemies
on the west, they soon began to engage in schemes
of aggression against their eastern neighbours. But
of these we shall have to speak in the next chapter.




THE GOTHIC ALEXANDER.

WE come now to a reign which marks a great
epoch in the history of the Gothic people. Erman-
aric, who seems to have been chosen king about the
year 350, was a great warrior, like many of his pre-
decessors ; but his policy, and the objects for which
he fought, were markedly different from theirs. The
former kings of the Goths had been content to con-
duct expeditions for the sake of plunder into the
territories of neighbouring nations, or to lead their
subjects in search of new homes in other lands. But
the Gothic people had now once more acquired a
settled territory ; and bitter experience had compelled
them to renounce the hope of conquests in the more
genial and wealthy countries of the south. These
new conditions gave a new direction to their warlike
ambition. Ermanaric made no attempt to invade
the provinces of the Roman Empire; but he resolved
to make his Ostrogothic kingdom the centre of a
great empire of his own. The seat of his kingdom
was, as tradition tells us, on the banks of the Dnieper.
We have a long list of the peoples whom he subjected
to his sway ; but the names have been so blundered
by the copyists that it is useless to repeat them here.
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We can however form some notion of the vast extent
of his empire from the fact that amongst the nations
he subdued were the Esthonians, living far away on
the shores of the Gulf of Bothnia. Another of the
peoples whom he conquered was the Herules, who, as
we have already seen, had once formed one nation
with the Goths, but had before this time made them-
selves independent, and were living under the rule of
a king called Alaric—a name which a generation
later became famous as that of the great hero of the
Visigoths. A Roman historian compares Ermanaric
to Alexander the Great; and many ages afterwards
his fame survived in the poetic traditions of Germans,
Norsemen, and Anglo-Saxons. These traditions are
more fabulous than historical : they bring together
as contemporaries persons whom we know to have
lived at periods a hundred years apart ; but we can
gather from them that while Ermanaric was feared
and admired as a great congueror and an able ruler,
he was bitterly hated as a cruel and selfish tyrant.

Ermanaric was the first king since Ostrogotha who
belonged to the Amaling family. Down to thistime,
the Gothic kings seem to have been chosen by free elec
tion from any of the noble families, and we have na
proof that a son ever succeeded his father. But
henceforward the kingship of the Ostrogoths became
hereditary among the descendants of Ermanaric.

During this time the Visigoths appear to have been
practically independent, divided into separate tribes
ruled by their own "judges" or chieftains ; but, while
these chieftains seem to have been free to make war
and peace on their own account, it is probable that in
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theory they acknowledged the supremacy of the
OStrogothicking.

But the great empire of Ermanaric, which, like that
of Napoleon, had been created by conquest in one
lifetime, was doomed, like Napoleon's, to an inglorious
end. For in the king's old age there appeared upon
the scene a new enemy, with whom he was unable to
contend. The Tartar people of the Huns had for-
saken their ancient camping grounds in Asia, and in
overwhelming numbers poured westward over the
plains of Russia. Nation after nation was subdued as
they advanced, and compelled to join the devastating
horde. Their approach inspired amongst the subjects
of Ermanaric a wild panic, which was caused, not
merely by their vast multitude, and by the fame of
their unresisted career of conquest, but by the super-
stitious horror which their strange and terrible appear-
ance excited. Dwarfish, and, as it seemed, deformed
in figure, but of enormous strength, their swarthy and
beardless faces of frightful ugliness (" with dots instead
of eyes," says Jordancs), and rendered still more hideous
by tattooing, it is no wonder that they were regarded
by the Goths rather as demons than as men. A
Roman writer compares their aspect to that of the
roughly hewn caricatures of human faces which were
carved on the parapets of bridges. The aged king of
the Goths tried to urge his people to resistance, but
they were paralysed by terror, and the subject tribes
gladly hailed the invasion as an opportunity to throw
off the yoke of the detested tyrant. When Ermanaric
saw that his empire was falling to pieces, he is said to
have taken his own life in his despair. This seemsto
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be the true story of his end ; but the account given
by Jordanes does not mention the suicide, and mixes
up the history with a romantic legend, which appears
in many differing forms in German and Scandinavian
traditions. According to one of the later versions of
this legend, the tyrant had sent his son to woo for
him the beautiful Svvanhilda, the daughter of a queen
named Gudrun. But the son, prompted by an evil
counsellor, won the maiden for his own bride. Erma-
naric, " the furious traitor," as an Anglo-Saxon poet
calls him, cunningly disguising his anger, enticed
Swanhilda by fair words into his own power, and then
in his fierce revenge ordered her to be torn in pieces by
wild horses. Her brothers (named Sorli and Hamdhir
in Norse story, Sarus and Ammius according to
Jordanes) attacked Ermanaric, and cut off his hands
and feet, leaving him to linger in misery and help-
lessness until his hundred and tenth year.

Ermanaric died in the year 375, and the Ostrogoths
were subdued by the Hunnfsh king Balamber. For
a whole century they remained subject to the Huns,
even fighting on the side of their masters against
their own kinsmen the Visigoths. Of the history
of the Ostrogoths during this time of humiliation
there is not much to tell. They did not submit to the
savage invaders quite without astruggle. One large
body of them, led by two generals, Alatheus [Alhthius]
and Safrax, taking with them a boy of Amaling
descent named Wideric, whom they chose as their
king, emigrated westward soon after Ermanaric's
death, and joined the army of the Visigoths, where
we shall hear of them again. A few years later, one
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portion of the Ostrogothswho were left behind, chose a
king named Winithari [Winithaharyis], agrandson of
Ermanaric's brother, and tried to throw off the Hunnish
yoke. While the Huns were busy with new conquests,
Winithari overran the country of the Antae, a
Slavonic people whom the Huns had made tributary ;
and the Gothic historian confesses without shame that
his countrymen crucified the king of the Antae and
seventy of his nobles. But the rest of the Ostrogoths,
under Hunimund, the son of Ermanaric, continued to
be subject to the Huns, and joined the army of
Balamber to crush the revolt of their countrymen.
In two battles Winithari was victorious, but in the
third he was defeated and killed. Balamber married
an Amaling princess named Waladamarca, and the
Ostrogoths submitted quietly to his sway. They were
allowed, however, to choose their own kings, who
assisted the Huns in their conquests. Hunimund,
famed for his beauty, won victories over the German
nation of the Sueves. Hisson Thorismund conquered
the Gepids, and was Killed " in the flower of his
youth/" by a fall from his horse.

We are told that the Ostrogoths were so stricken
with grief for the death of their young hero that they
chose no other king for forty years. Of course we can-
not believe this ridiculous tale, which seems to have
been taken from the Gothic ballads. The plain prose
account of the matter would probably be, that the
Ostrogoths were unable to choose a king who was
approved of by their Hunnish masters, so that the
latter kept the government in their own hands. The
young prince Berismund, whose right it was to sue-
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ceed hisfather Thorismund, was naturally discontented
at being excluded from the throne, and went away to
join the Visigoths, who were then settled in Gaul.
It seems he thought that the Visigoths would
make him their king; but he found that the throne
was already occupied,and he kept his Amaling descent
a secret. The king of the Visigoths received him
kindly, and promoted him to high rank on account
of his bravery ; but during his lifetime it was never
known who he was.

When the forty years were ended—about the year
440—the Huns once more allowed the Ostrogoths to
have a king of their own. His name was Walamer,
and he was the son of Wandalhari, and the grandson
of King Winithari. Hehad two brothers, Theudemer
and Widumer, to whom he entrusted the care of por-
tions of his kingdom, and who succeeded him when he
died. Theunity and the mutual affection of these three
brothers are described by Jordanes, in almost poetical
words, as having been something singularly beautiful.
During the greater part of Walamer's life, the three
brothers were faithful servants of the Huns, and their
subjects fought, against their own kin, in the armies
of Attila. But, when Attila died in 453, his sons
quarrelled for supremacy, and the Ostrogoths regained
their freedom. The Huns made an effort to re-
conquer them, but were defeated by Walamer in a
decisive battle. On the day when the news was
brought to Theudemer of his brother's triumph, a
son was born to him. This " child of victory " was
the great Theoderic [Thiudareiks], who was destined
to fulfil the omen of his birth, and to raise the Ostro-
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gothic nation to the highest position among the people
of the Teutonic stock. The name of Theoderic is the
most glorious in Gothic history ; but before we begin
his story we must turn back a hundred years, and
inquire what the Visigoths had been doing while
their eastern brethren were the humble vassals of a
horde of Asiatic savages.




VI.

THE JUDGES OF THE VISIGOTHS.

WE told you in the last chapter that during the
third quarter of the fourth century the Visigoths
formed part of the great empire of the Ostrogoth
Ermanaric. In the earlier part of the famous con-
gueror's reign, while his power was still at its height,
it is very probable that they were his subjects in
reality as well as in name. But when the Ostrogothic
kingdom began to be invaded by the Huns, and the
conquered nations were claiming their freedom, the
Visigoths seem to have been allowed to manage their
own affairs as they liked, and to wage war or make
treaties on their own account, without waiting for the
approval of the Amaling king.

The Visigoths were divided into three tribes or
petty kingdoms, which were ruled by " judges” named
Athanaric, Frithigern, and Alawiw. Of these three
chieftains Athanaric was the most powerful, and the
other two seem to have recognized his claim to leader-
ship. He had inherited his power from his father
Rothestes, who had been a faithful ally of the
Romans, and had received the honour of a statue or
amemorial column at Constantinople. Athanaric is
said to have been a brave warrior,*but his history
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perhaps gives more evidence of his cunning than it
does of his bravery.

In order to understand the story of the Visigoths
under their "judges," we must take a glance at the
events that had been happening at Constantinople.

When Constantine the Great died in 337, he was
succeeded first by his three sons, and afterwards by
his nephew Julian, who is called the Apostate, because
he forsook Christianity, and during his two years
reign set up heathenism as the religion of the
empire. After Julian's death, the Romans thought
they had had enough of the house of Constantine,
and chose as their emperor Jovian, an officer of the
imperial household. But he only lived a year after
he was raised to the throne, and then the diadem was
bestowed on Valentinian, the most successful general
of histime.

Valentinian, though uneducated, was a man of
strong mind and resolute will ; but he perceived that
the government of the Roman world was a task too
heavy for one man to manage. He therefore deter-
mined to share the supreme power with his brother
Valens, whom he sent to Constantinople as emperor
of the East, while he kept for himself the rule over
the western provinces. Unfortunately Valens, though
a brave soldier and a well-meaning man, had little
decision of character or knowledge of men ; and just
at this time the Eastern empire needed a strong and
skilful ruler even more than did the empire of the
West. To make the matter worse, Valens did not
even know Greek, which was the language spoken by
the greater part of his subjects. It was not long
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before the emperor found himself entangled in fearful
difficulties ; and his weak and vacillating policy—
doing athing one day and undoing it the next, losing
precious time in long deliberation, and then acting
rashly after all—brought on a succession of calamities
that came very near destroying the Eastern empire
altogether.

Since the time of Constantine, the Visigoths had
faithfully observed the treaty which they had made
with that emperor, and had continued to supply their
promised number of men to the Roman armies.
Athanaric, so far as we can discover, honestly in-
tended to continue the policy of friendship with Con-
stantinople, but he made a great mistake which cost
him and his people dearly. A cousin of the emperor
Julian, named Procopius, rebelled against Valens,
expelled him from Constantinople, and got himself
proclaimed emperor. He called on the Visigoths to
fulfil their treaty engagements; and Athanaric, re-
garding Procopius as the real emperor, at once sent
over thirty thousand men into Thrace. Apparently
Athanaric did not go himself, for his father (so at
least he said afterwards) had made him swear never
to set foot on Roman soil. We can imagine how the
thirty thousand would enjoy the opportunity of return-
ing, actually under imperial sanction, to their old
sport of plundering the Thracian provincials. But
while they were ravaging the country, never dreaming
of resistance, they suddenly learned that Procopius
was dead, and that Valens was again master at Con-
stantinople. Instead of having earned the gratitude
of the Roman Empire, they had made it their enemy
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By cutting off their supplies and provisions, and pre-
venting them from retreating across the Danube, the
generals of Valens managed, without very much
fighting, to compel the Goths to surrender at dis-
cretion. The Romans spared their lives, but sold the
common soldiers into slavery, and sent the chiefs to
live as prisoners of war in distant parts of the empire.

When Athanaric heard of this disaster, he sent
ambassadors to Constantinople; but it was not by
any means to beg humbly for mercy from the con-
queror. Instead of that he assumed an air of injured
innocence. His envoys bitterly reproached the as
tonished Romans with an unprovoked breach of the
treaty between the two nations. All that the Visi-
goths had done, they said, was to render their
promised assistance to the Roman Empire. To be
sure they had in their simplicity supported the wrong
emperor ; but instead of being angry with them for
their mistake Valens ought to have been thankful to
them for their good intentions! They therefore de-
manded that their prisoners of war should at once be
set at Mberty.

One would suppose that this audacious demand
would have been at once rejected with laughter; but
Valens seems at first to have been half inclined to
agree to it. However, he wrote for advice to his
brother Valentinian, who, as might have been ex-
pected, told him to go and attack Athanaric in his
own country. Valens did so, and the war lasted
three years. The Romans won most of the battles,
but they did not make much progress towards sub-
duing the country, and they were glad at last to agree
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to a peace. The cunning Athanaric consented that
the Gothic chieftains should be deprived of the
pensions they had been accustomed to receive from
the Romans; but he managed to procure an ex-
ception in his own favour, and to get himself recog-
nized by the Romans as king of all the Visigoths.
When the conditions of peace were agreed upon,
Valens wished that the treaty should be ratified at a
personal interview between himself and Athanaric,
for whom he seems to have conceived a good deal of
respect. Athanaric, however, pleaded that the oath
he had taken to his father prevented him from cross-
ing the Danube into Roman territory, and he
threatened that he should consider the peace broken
if the emperor set foot in Dacia. He proposed that
the meeting between Valens and himself should take
place in boats in the middle of the Danube. There
is something amusing in the clever way in which
Athanaric continued to avoid everything that looked
like a confession of defeat. Valens must have felt
that the barbarian was laughing at him, but he did
not venture to refuse the offered arrangement. The
treaty was confirmed, and the emperor, as well as
Athanaric, had to give hostages as security for its
faithful observance. The result of these negotiations
was anything but a brilliant success for the ruier of
Constantinople, but of course he celebrated a triumph
when he got home, and the Court scribes and orators
talked as if Valens had been another Claudius
Gothicus.

For the next two or three years (the peace was
concluded in the year 369), Athanaric was busy per-
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secuting the Christians (who, as we shall find in the
next chapter, were becoming numerous among the
Visigoths), and in a petty war with Frithigern, who
was defeated and driven out of the country, though
he was soon reinstated by the Romans. However, in
the year 376 the judges of the Visigoths had made
up their quarrels, and Athanaric was acting as com-
mander-in-chief of the armies of the whole nation,
which were massed on the west bank of the Dniester,
with the Huns facing them on the other side. As
the enemy had no boats, Athanaric thought himself
safe from immediate attack. But one moonlight
night a body of the Huns made their horses swim
over the river, and surprised the Gothic camp. Ath-
anaric had to retreat hastily to the west of the river
Pruth, where there were some deserted Roman earth-
works which he meant to repair, and by means of
them to offer defiance to the foe. But the Visigoths
were stricken with panic, and would think of nothing
but flight. Frithigern and Alawiw sent ambassadors
to the emperor, begging him to let them cross the
Danube. When Athanaric saw that he could not
persuade the people to offer any resistance, he went
away with a few hundred men towards the north-
west, into a country which the Roman writers call
Caucalanda, a name which is evidently meant for
haulialand) the Gothic form of our English word
Highland, and probably denotes the mountain region
of Transylvania.

And so Athanaric disappears from our story for
four or five years, during which time his rival Frithi-
gern was practically king of all the Visigoths.



VII.

THE APOSTLE OF THE GOTHS.

WE must now turn aside for a little while from the
direct course of our history to tell the story of a Goth
who, in the midst of all the confusion of this age of
turbulence and bloodshed, spent his life in quietly
doing good, and whose influence on the future history
of his nation was quite as powerful as that of any of
the soldiers and statesmen of his time. Milton ex-
pressed a sad truth when he said that the victories
of peace are " less renowned " than those of war ; but
although the name of Wulfila® the Bishop is not so
famous as those of many men far less worthy to be
remembered, it will no doubt be familiar to many
readers to whom the names mentioned in the pre-
ceding chapters were altogether unknown.

It seems that Wulfila was born about the year 310
or 311, but where his birthplace was in the wide tract
of country then inhabited by the Goths, we do not
know. It is said that he was not of pure Gothic
descent, for his grandfather was a native of Cappa-
docia—one of those unfortunate prisoners whom the
Goths carried away from their homes when they
ravaged Asia Minor about the year 267. However

2 Often written Ulphilas.
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this may be, his parents gave him a Gothic name,
and his whole life proves that he was a thorough
Gothic patriot at heart.

You may remember that after their king Araric
had been defeated in battle, the Goths made a treaty
of alliance with the emperor Constantine; and in the
year 332 they sent ambassadors to the imperial city
to settle the conditions of peace. How it came to
pass that the young Wulfila accompanied this em-
bassy we can only guess. Perhaps the grandson of
the Cappadocian captive had learned to speak Greek
as well as Gothic in his own home, and so was useful
as an interpreter ; or perhaps he may have been one
of those young Goths who, along with King Araric's
son, were to be left in the emperor's hands as security
for the treaty being faithfully kept. Whether by his
own choice or not, we know that he remained at
Constantinople, and received a good education, learn-
ing to speak and write Latin as well as Greek.

But Wulfila was like Moses, who, though "learned
in all the wisdom of the Egyptians,” and living in
comfort and honour in Pharaoh's court, could not be
content while his own people were in misery. Whether
Wulfila was a Christian before he went to Constanti-
nople we do not know; certainly there had been
some few Christian Goths before his time. But if
he was not already a Christian, he very soon became
one, and his mind was filled with a burning desire to
go as a missionary to convert his countrymen from
their cruel heathen ways. With this end in view he
became a priest, and when he was thirty years old
the bishops assembled at the Council of Antioch
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ordained him bishop of the Goths dwelling north of
the Danube.

For seven years after this Wulfila was preaching
the gospel to his countrymen in Dacia, and gained
vast numbers of followers in spite of bitter opposition
from Athanaric. The persecution at last became so
fierce that Wulfila wrote to the emperor Constantius
asking him to let the Christian Goths have a home in
the Roman lands, where they could be safe from the
fury of their oppressors. The permission was granted,
and Wulfila, with many thousands of his converts,
crossed the Danube, and settled near Nicopolis
in Moesia, at the foot of the Balkan mountains.
Constantius had a great admiration for Wulfila, and
often used to speak of him as " our second Moses."
The people whom Wulfilaled into Moesia (the Lesser
Goths, as they were called), continued to dwell there
for some centuries, peacefully cultivating their lands,
and taking no part in the fierce wars that raged all
around them.

But all the Christian Goths did not leave Dacia
along with Wulfila, and their numbers grew so fast
that about the year 369 Athanaric thought it neces
sary to resort to cruel measures in order to suppress
them. His rival, Frithigern, however, was either a
Christian himself, or at any rate favourable to the
Christians, and when Athanaric, as we described in
our last chapter, went away into the Transylvanian
" highlands " there was no longer any resistance to
the spread of the gospel. In a very few years nearly
the whole people, Visigoths and Ostrogoths alike,
learned to call themselves Christians.
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It may be well to explain here that those Christians
from whom Wulfila had received his religious teach-
ing at Constantinople belonged to what was called
the Arian sect: that is, they differed from the general
body of the Church in believing that the Son of God
was a created being. The Goths, who were converted
to Christianity through the preaching of Wulfila and
his disciples, naturally became Arians too. It is
important to remember this, because many of the
troubles of the Goths in later years arose from the
fierce mutual hatred that existed between Arians and
Catholics. The two parties often thought each other
worse than heathens, and persecuted each other
cruelly. As for Wulfila himself, however, he cared
a great deal less about the harder questions of
theology than he did about the plain and simple
truths which help men to act kindly and justly
towards one another, and to look up with love and
reverence to the Giver of all good.

For three and thirty years Wulfila lived among
his people in Mcesia, teaching the newly converted
heathens the lessons of Christian faith and life, and
training clergymen to carry on his work after his
death. But in addition to these labours he had
imposed on himself an important and difficult task,
which must have occupied a large portion of his life.
He perceived clearly that if Christianity was to take
deep root amongst the Goths, and to continue to
be held by them in its purity, it was necessary that
they should be able to read the Scriptures in their
own tongue. And therefore he set himself to work-
to produce a translation of the Bible into Gothic.
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Before, however, Wulfila could give his countrymen
the Bible, he had to teach them to read, and, in fact,
to reduce their language to a written form. It is true
that, as we have already said, the Goths had already
an aphabet of their own. But Wulfila probably
thought that the Runic alphabet was better forgotten,
because of the heathenish things that were written in
it; at all events he chose to write his Gothic Bible
in Greek letters—large capitals, such as were com-
monly used in books at that time. There were,
however, some Gothic sounds which could not be
correctly expressed by means of the Greek alphabet,
and for these Wulfila adopted the Runic characters,
altering their shapes, however, so as to give them as
far as possible the general appearance of Greek letters.
Our earliest manuscripts of the Gothic Bible were
written about 150 years after Wulfila's time, and
probably the forms of the letters had before then
undergone a little change, but it is still quite easy to
se that the Gothic alphabet is merely the Greek-
alphabet with half a dozen new signs.

Wulfila's translation was a wonderful piece of work
for the age in which it was written. It cannot have
been very easy, in the fourth century, for a Goth to
acquire such a thorough knowledge of Greek as to
enable him accurately to understand the text of the
Scriptures; and to make a faithful translation out of
one language into another requires a mind trained in
habits of exact thinking. But there are very few
passages in which Wulfila appears to have misrepre-
sented the sense of hisoriginal. Many of the words
which occur in the Bible had nothing properly corres-
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ponding to them in Gothic, because they denoted
objects or actions peculiar to civilized life, or ideas
belonging to Christian ways of thinking, which were
quite strange to the minds of people who had been
brought up in heathenism. The way in which Wulfila
got over these difficulties is often very curious. The
word he uses for " writing," for instance, meant pro-
perly " painting" or " marking," and to express the
meaning of " reading " he used the word " singing "—
no doubt because in reading the Bible it was cus
tomary to adopt a chanting tone. Our Anglo-Saxon
ancestors expressed these ideas in a different way :
they retained the old words that had been used in the
days when people carved the runes on pieces of wood.
Our word " write" properly means to scratch or
engrave, and our word " read" meant originally to
guess or give the answer to ariddle, just as "rune"
itself meant a secret or mystery which it required a
clever man to unravel. Wulfila seems to have avoided
these expressions on purpose, because he regarded
Christian writing as altogether a different kind of
thing from heathenish rune-carving.

Here is the Gothic Lord's Prayer as it isin Wulfila's
Bible, with a word-for-word translation, which will
show how much, even yet, our language resembles
that of the Goths. The, English words that are in
italics are of the same origin as the Gothic words
which they translate.

Atta unsar thu in himinam, weihna namo thein. Qimai
Father our thou in heaven, behallowed name thine. Come
thiudinassus theins. Wairthai wilya theins, swe in himina yah in
kingdom thine. Be done will thine, as[so] in heaven aso in
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airthai. Hlaif unsarana thana sinteinan gif uns himma daga
earth. Bread [loaf] our the continual give us this day.
Y ah aflet uns thatei skulans siyaima, swa sweyah weis

And forgive[off-let] us thatwhich debtors weare, so as aso we
afletam  thaim skulam unsaraim. Yah ni bringais uns in

forgive [off-lef] the debtors  our. And ;*-ot dring us in
fraistubnyai, ak lausei uns af  thamma ubilin. Unte theina ist
temptation, but loose us from [of] the ezl. For thine is

thiudangaidi, yah mahts, yah wulthus in aiwins.
kingdom, and might, and glory in ages

We do not know how much of the Bible Wulfila
translated into Gothic. One ancient writer says that
he translated all but the books of Kings, which he left
out because he thought that the stories of Israel's
wars would be dangerous reading for a people that
was too fond of fighting already. It is quite in accor-
dance with what we know of Wulfila's character that
he should have felt some uneasiness about the effect
that such reading might have on the minds of his
warlike countrymen ; but one would have thought
that the books of Joshua and Judges would have been
even more likely to stimulate the Gothic passion for
fighting than the books of Kings. Probably the truth
is that Wulfila did not live to finish his translation,
and no doubt he would leave to the last the books
which he thought least important for his great purpose
of making good Christians.

The part of Wulfila's Bible that has come down to us
consists of a considerable portion of each of the Gos-
pels, and of each of St. Paul's Epistles, together with
small fragments of the books of Ezra and Nehemiah.
Six different manuscripts have been found. The most
important of these was discovered in the sixteenth
century in amonastery at Werden in Germany. After
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havingbeen in the possession of many different owners,
it was bought in 1662 by the Swedish Count de la
Gardie, who gaveit the binding of solid silver from
which it is commonly called the Codex Argentens,
or Silver Book ; it is now in the University of
Upsala, and is regarded as one of the choicest trea-
sures possessed by any library in Europe. It is
beautifully written in letters of gold and silver on
purple parchment, and contains the fragments of the
Gospels.  Of the other five manuscripts one was dis-
covered in the seventeenth century in Germany, and
the rest in Italy about seventy years ago.

Wulfila visited Constantinople in the year 360,
and was present at achurch council held there. In
381, when he was seventy years old, he was sent for
by the emperor Theodosius to dispute with the
teachers of a new sect that was gaining many con-
verts among the Goths. But almost as soon as he
had arrived at Constantinople he was seized with
the illness of which he died. His last act was to
write out, ashis " testament," a profession of his Chris-
tian faith, which his disciple Auxentius has affec-
tionately preserved.
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FRITIIIGERN AND VAT/ENS— THE BATTLE OF
HADRIANOPLE.

AT the end of our sixth chapter, we left Frithigern
and his Visigoths on the north bank of the Danube,
in continual dread of an attack from the Huns, and
eagerly awaiting the reply of the emperor Valens to
their request for permission to cross the river and be-
come subjects of the Roman Empire. Valens was in
Asia (probably at Antioch) where the ambassadors of
Frithigern presented themselves before him. They
told him of the terrible danger to whichtheir country-
men were exposed, and promised that if they were
granted ahomein Thrace the Visigoths would become
his faithful and obedient subjects. The answer, yes
or no, had to be given at once: there was no time
for hesitation. To do the advisers of Valens justice,
it was not altogether " with a light heart" that they
cameto the decision which well-nigh involved theem-
pirein irretrievable ruin. Some of them, at any rate,
clearly perceived the danger that there was in admitting
such avast and unruly multitudeinto the Roman terri-
tories. Others, however, urged that the empire wasin
need of men ; its population had for a long time past
been growing smaller ; and here was a golden oppor-

6
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tunity of adding at one stroke a million of subjects to
the dominions of their sovereign. After much anxious
discussion, the prayer of the Visigoths was granted.
Possibly the experiment might not have turned out so
badly if the Goths, when they had been admitted into
the empire, had been treated with generosity and con-
fidence. But first to accept them as subjects, and
then to let them be goaded into rebellion by every
sort of oppression and insult, was a course that could
only end in the most frightful calamity.

Orders were sent to the Roman governors on the
banks of the Danube to make preparations for
bringing the Visigoths across the river, and when
a sufficient number of boats had been collected,
the great immigration began. Day after day, from
early morning till far into the night, the broad
river was covered with passing vessds, into which
the Goths had crowded so eagerly that many of
them sank on the passage, and all on board were
lost. At first the Romans tried to count the people
as they landed, but the numbers were so vast that
the attempt had to be given up in despair.

If the Goths at first felt any thankfulness to the
Romans for giving them a safe refuge from their
savage enemies, their gratitude was soon turned into
fierce anger when they got to kno.w that their children
were to be taken from them, and sent away into
distant parts of the empire. The reason for this cruel
action was that the Romans thought the Goths would
keep quiet when they knew that their children might
be killed if a rebellion took place; but it only filled
the minds of the barbarians with a wild longing for
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revenge. Valens thought he could make himself safe
against his new subjects by ordering the fighting men
to be deprived of their weapons ; but the Goths, who
were rich with the plunder they had taken in many
wars, found that it was easy to bribe the Roman
officers to let them keep their arms.

When Valens heard that the Visigoths, instead of
being a defenceless multitude, were a powerful army,
and that they showed signs of fierce discontent, he
felt that he had made a great mistake. He tried to
remedy the mischief by ordering that the Goths
should be divided into severa bodies, and removed to
different parts of the empire. Just at this time those
Ostrogoths who had not submitted to the Huns asked
the emperor that they too might be allowed to cross
the Danube and become Roman subjects. Of course
the request was refused ; but the Ostrogoths took no
notice of the refusal, and finding an unguarded place,
they passed the river, and joined themselves to the sub-
jects of Frithigern.

When this vast multitude of strangers had been
brought intothe Roman provinces, it was needful to con -
sider how they should be supplied with the necessaries
of life. Valens had given orders that arrangements
should be made to furnish the Goths, at reasonable
prices, with the provisions they required, until they
should be able to maintain themselves by agriculture
and the rearing of cattle. But unfortunately the
Roman governors of Thrace, Lupicinus and Maximus,
were avaricious men, who saw in the distresses of the
Goths a chance of making themselves rich by ill-
gotten gains. These men kept the food supply in
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their own hands, and doled it out to the Goths at
famine prices, forbidding every one else to sell to
them more cheaply. Pressed by hunger, the miser-
able people had to give a slave as the price of one
loaf, or ten pounds of silver for an animal, and they
were often compelled to feed on the flesh of dogs or
of animals that had died of disease. Some of them
even sold their own children, saying it was better to
let them go into slavery to save their lives than to keep
them where they would die of hunger.

During all theseterrible hardships, Frithigern suc-
ceeded in keeping his followers from breaking out
into revolt, and even from relieving their wants by
plunder of their neighbours. He seems to have been
really anxious to maintain friendship with the Romans
if he could ; and no doubt, also, he thought of the
Gothic boys and girls who were kept as hostages in
distant lands. But all the time he took care that the
Goths should be ready to rise as one man, if the
burden of oppression should become too heavy to be
borne.

The occasion was not long in presenting itself.
Lupicinus had invited Frithigern and the other chiefs
to a banquet at Marcianopolis, and they were accom-
panied by a few attendants into the palace, the Gothic
people being encamped outside the walls of the city.
While the feast was going on, an uproar arose at the
city gates between the Roman soldiers and the hungry
Goths, who saw before them a market well supplied
with food, which they were prevented from buying.
Some of the soldiers were killed, and news of what
had happened was brought secretly to Lupicinus, who,
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awakened out of a drunken deep, gave orders for the
slaughter of Frithigern's followers. Frithigern heard
the outcry, and soon guessed what had happened.
With rare presence of mind, he quietly said that it
was needful for himto show himself to his countrymen
in order to put a stop to the tumult; and beckoningto
his companions, he boldly led the way through the
streets and out at the city gates, while the Romans
looked on, too much astonished to offer any opposition.
When the chiefs reached the camp, they told their
story to their countrymen, and announced that the
peace with the Romans was at an end. The Goths
broke into wild shouts of applause as they heard this
longed-for declaration. " Better," they said, " to perish
in battle than to suffer a lingering death by famine."
Very soon the sound of the Gothic trumpets warned
the garrison of Marcianopolis that they must prepare
for war.

Lupicinus hastily collected such an army as he
could, and went out to meet the foe ; but the Ramans
were beaten, and their cowardly general fled for his
life before the battle was decided, and took refuge
in the city. And now the Goths made amends
for their past privations by plundering the innocent
country people of the Thracian provinces. They
were joined by some Gothic regiments in the im-
perial service, who had been driven into rebellion
by the foolish insolence of the Romans ; and the
daves who worked in the Thracian gold-mines, set
free by the flight of their cruel masters, were glad to
serve the Goths as guides, and to show them where
the stores of food and of treasure had been hidden.
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We need not say very much about the events
which immediately followed. There was one great
battle at a place called " The Willows/' which was
a victory for neither side, but resulting in terrible
slaughter to both, so that long afterwards the field
was white with the bones of the unburicd dead ;
another great battle on the Hebrus, won by the
Roman General Sebastian, who carried off a vast
quantity of spoil, greater than could be stored in
the city of Hadrianople or in the surrounding plains;
and several less important conflicts, in which some-
times one side was victorious and sometimes the other.
But in spite of all this fighting the Gothic army
kept growing stronger and stronger, being joined
continually by new bands—Taifals, Scythians, Ostro-
goth deserters from the Huns, and even by some
of the Hunnish hordes themselves.

In the summer of 378 Valens came back to Con-
stantinople, and found himself the object of universal
indignation. Whenever he appeared in public he was
assailed by shouts of abuse for his folly in letting
the Goths into the empire, and for his cowardice
in not having marched in person to subdue them.
Valens felt keenly that there was some truth in
these reproaches. He knew that he hacl made a
terrible mistake; and though he aso knew that he
had meant well, and that he was no coward, he had
not the strength of mind to be indifferent to popular
clamour. What added to the bitterness of his feeling
was the knowledge that the people were making
comparisons between himself and his nephew Gratian,
the brave and accomplished young emperor of the
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West, who had been winning brilliant victories over
the Germans on the Rhine and the Upper Danube.
Valens resolved to risk everything in a desperate
attempt to repair the consequences of his own error.
He remained only a few days in the capital, and
set out to take the command of the army, which was
encamped under the walls of Hadrianople.

While the emperor and his generals were discussing
their plans for the management of the war, there
arrived at the camp one of Gratian's generals, named
Richomer, who brought a letter saying that his
master would soon be on the spot at the head of
his army, and begging Valens on no account to risk
a battle until Gratian hadjoined him. Well would it
have been for Valens if he had listened to this advice ;
but his flatterers urged him not to let his nephew
share in the glory of a victory which, they repre-
sented, he was sure to win ; and he decided to hurry
on his preparations so that the battle might be over
before Gratian arrived.

The Romans had everything in readiness for the
attack, when a Gothic Christian priest (some think
it must have been the bishop Wulfila, but this is not
very likely) accompanied by some other Goths of
humble rank, presented themselves before Valens,
bearing a letter from Frithigern, in which he offered
to enter into a treaty of peace, on condition that the
Goths should be recognized as masters of Thrace.
In addition to this official despatch, which had no
doubt been sent with the consent of the Gothic
assembly, the priest had brought a private note from
Frithigern, in which he informed Valens that he
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feared the Goths would not remain faithful to such
atreaty if they got what they wanted too easily, and
advised the emperor to make a display of force so
that it might not appear that his concessions were the
result of weakness. What the Gothic chief meant
by these tactics it is not easy to see: the historian
who tells this curious story intimates that the
Romans could make nothing of these contradictory
messages, and sent the ambassadors home without
any reply.

It was on the morning of the 9th of August, 378,
that Valens, leaving his treasure within the walls of
the city, marched from Hadrianople to attack the
enemy. After the army had proceeded for eight
miles, under a blazing sun, they came unexpectedly
in sight of the waggons of the Goths. The
tfoops were hastily drawn up in battle array, while
the barbarians broke out into the fierce chant with
which they were accustomed to animate their courage
before an engagement. The sudden advance of the
Romans took Frithigern by surprise.  The Ostro-
goths under Alatheus and Safrax were many miles
away in search of plunder, and had to be hurriedly
sent for. In order to delay the fighting until his
allies arrived, Frithigern sent to the Romans what
we should call a flag of truce, pretending that he
wished to make terms for surrender. The Romans
fell into the trap, and answered that they were willing
to agree to a parley if the Gothic chief would send
some of his highest nobles as the bearers of his
proposals. The messenger returned saying that
Frithigern was willing to come and negotiate in
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person, provided that some officer of distinguished
rank was previously sent to the Gothic camp as a
hostage.  This unexpected offer was hailed by the
Romans with delight, and they at once began to
discuss whom they should send. The unanimous
choice fell on the tribune Equitius, commandant of
the palace, and a relative of Valens; but he stoutly
refused the dangerous office, saying that he had
escaped from barbarian captivity once in his life, and
there was no knowing what desperate thing the Goths
might do if they got him in their power. The dis-
pute was settled by Richomer, who nobly volunteered
to accept the unwelcome task himself. During all
these long discussions, the Roman soldiers were kept
under the burning sun, tormented by thirst and
hunger, while the Goths remained comfortably in
their encampment.

Richomer had already started on his way to the
Gothic camp, when he was called back by the news
that the battle had already begun. Some Iberian
troops in the Roman service, tired of the delay, had
made an attack on the enemy without waiting for
orders. They were immediately routed ; and just
at that moment the long-waited for Ostrogoth cavalry
burst ("like a thunderbolt," says a contemporary
writer) upon the Roman army. Frithigern caused
the trumpets to be sounded for the attack; the
Roman cavalry was soon dispersed, and the infantry,
surrounded and forced into a dense mass so that they
could not use their weapons, and worn out by
hunger and fatigue, were slaughtered by thousands.
The Roman general Victor, perceiving that the
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emperor was in a position of danger, and forsaken
by his guards, went to his relief; but when he
reached the place Valens was not to be found.
Victor and the other generals then left the field ; but
the massacre of the Romans went on until it was
interrupted by the darkness of night.

For many days after the battle parties of the
Goths were constantly on the field, plundering the
dead, so that none of the Romans ventured to make
a search for the body of the emperor. What his
fate had been was not known until many years after-
wards, when a young Roman, who had escaped from
captivity among the Goths, related how he had been
one of a party of youths who had conveyed Valens,
wounded by an arrow, to a cottage on the battle-
field, where they tried to attend to his wound. The
enemy attempted to burst open the door, but failed,
and, not knowing who was inside, st fire to the
cottage. All the occupants perished except the
narrator of the story, who jumped out of the window.
The Goths were bitterly disappointed when they
heard from the survivor that they had thrown away
the chances of capturing a Roman emperor alive, and
securing for themselves his ransom. Whether this
tale was true or not, it was at any rate very generally
believed. Several Catholic writers of the fifth and
sixth centuries, who imagined that Valens had been
the cause of the Goths becoming Arians, have shown
the ferocity of their religious hatred by the remark
that it was a just doom that he who had caused the
souls of so many Goths to suffer eternal fire should
be burned alive by Gothic hands.



THREATENED RUIN OF THE EMPIRE. 75

For the second time in history a Roman emperor
had perished amid the total ruin of his army, in
conflict with the Goths. But even the day of Abritta
had been less terrible than was the day of Hadria-
nople. Two-thirds of the Roman army lay dead on
the field, and amongst the slain were two generals
of great renown, Sebastian and Trajan us, two high
officers of the palace, Equitius and Valerian, and
thirty-five tribunes. A contemporary historian says
that no such disaster had befallen the Roman arms
since that of Cannae. We can hardly doubt that
if the Goths had been united and disciplined, and
had known how to use their victory, the Eastern
empire would have come to a speedy end. But this
was not to be; the Goths could win battles, but the
art of conquest they had yet to learn.




IX.

THE GOTHS AND TIIEODOSIUS.

ON the morning after the battle, the victorious
Goths at once began to lay siege to the city of
Hadrianople, where they had got to know that the
imperial treasure had been deposited. But " fighting
with stone walls" requires more patience than the
barbarians had yet learned to exercise. When their
first assaults on the place were repulsed with heavy
loss, they gave up the attempt in disgust, and after
two days marched away to besiege Constantinople.
Their first attack was so violent that they had nearly
succeeded in forcing the gates, and perhaps if their
fury had continued unabated the imperial city would
have soon become their prey. But a band of Arab
horsemen in the Roman service issued from the city,
and a sharp conflict took place. The skirmish was
indecisive, but a panic was created among the Goths
by the sight of an act of cannibalism on the part of
one of the Arabs, who sucked the blood of his slain
adversary. The thought of having to fight with
enemies of such inhuman ferocity chilled their courage,
and after continuing the siege half-heartedly for a
short time, they abandoned it as hopeless. Carrying
away a large quantity of plunder from the suburbs
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outside the city walls, they wandered away to the
north, and spread themselves once more over the
provinces from the Black Sea to the Adriatic, which
had so often before been the scene of their ravages.
We do not know much about what the Goths may
have done in Thrace and Illyria during the two years
following their great victory. The Roman writers
complain bitterly of the havoc and devastation which
they wrought, but they tell us no details. But surely
the worst deeds of the barbarians can scarcely have
equalled in cruelty and treachery the infamous act
by which the civilized and Christian Romans revenged
themselves on innocent persons for the defeat at
Hadrianople. It will be remembered that on severa
occasions when treaties were made between the Goths
and the Romans, a number of the children of Gothic
nobles were given up to the Romans, as security for the
faithful observance by the Goths of their engagements.
As these young "hostages' had usually been sent away
to the East, it happened that at the time we now
speak of most of the cities of Asia Minor contained
a considerable population of Gothic youths. The
war minister of the Eastern empire, Julius, had heard
rumours that great excitement prevailed amongst
these young Goths at the result of the battle of Had-
rianople, and that many of them had openly expressed
disloyal sentiments. No successor had yet been ap-
pointed in the room of Valens, and Julius obtained
from the Senate of Constantinople a vote authorizing
him to do whatever hethought necessary for the good
of the State. He then sent to the governors of the
Asiatic provinces secret instructions that the Gothic
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youths should be induced, by promises of gifts and
honours, to assemble on a certain day in the market-
places of their respective cities. When they were
collected together, the place of meeting was to be
surrounded by troops, and the defenceless Goths were
to be unsparingly massacred. Thisdreadful plan was
successfully carried out, and its author was praised to
the skies for having delivered the Eastern provinces
from aterrible danger. It is true that these young
Goths had been given up by their people as hostages,
and the forfeiture of their lives, when the treaty had
been broken, was " in the bond ;" but such an excuse
does little to lessen the guilt of Julius, or of the
Roman public which applauded his treacherous deed.

Happily the ruler who was chosen to succeed Valens
was a man of a spirit very different from that of
Julius. It was in January, 379, that the great Theo-
dosius was appointed by Gratian emperor of the
East. In his reign of sixteen years he proved once
more, what every really great emperor since Aurelian
had proved before him, that a policy of justice and
kindness could convert even the turbulent Goths into
faithful allies and subjects of the empire.

But before Theodosius could ventureto do anything
to conciliate the Goths, it was necessary that he should
make them feel that he was to be feared. He had
to reorganize his shattered army, and to teach his
soldiers to overcome the terror which had been in-
spired by the crushing