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PREFACE

I deem it a great privilege to have been asked to
write a foreward to this short but beautiful poem. Sri
Lakshmikanta-Sastri M. A., is a scion of a family of
hereditary Pandits and-Seholars; and he has kept up the
tradition. He is a Vedic and Sanskrit scholar. In these
days when Sanskrit studies are neglected, it is refreshing
to find Mr. Sastri pursue them, and acquire proficiency in
writing lucid poetry in Sanskrit. For this he deserves
the thanks of all Sanskrit-lovers.

The theme of this poem is the lovely story of
Rukmini-Kalyanam from Bhagavatapuranam. It has
become very dear to the Telugu people, because the
author of Telugu Bhagavata has written it in a manner
more exquisite than the Sanskrit original. The present
poem is a different version of the story. A parrot re-
places the Brahman messenger, and changes into a divine
damsel as soon as the message is delivered. Though
this story is an adaptation, the author has endowed it with
his originality The style is lucid, easy-flowing and
beautiful. His knowledge of music is evinced in the
choice of words and metres,

Wheh I read his first poem ¢ Harastuti”’, I found

in it great promise, and my expectations have been amply
justified in this work. We find in both of his works



ii
echoes of some of the grand pieces of poetry in Sanskrit.

1 hope the author will utilise his talents in the creation
of a long and abiding work.

With these few prosaic remarks, I have great plea-
sure in introducing this ‘ Khandakavya” to the
Public.

HyperasaD (DN.) } (Sd.) KURUGANTY SiTA RAMAIYA,
grd March 1g952. Retired Lecturer, Nizam College.
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I have had the good opportunity of reading both
the poems, ‘“Harastuti’’ and “Kirasandesa,” of Shri
G. Lakshmikantaiah, m.A., of the Nizam College and I
really enjoyed them. The first was a Stotra, and the
second is a Khanda-Kavya, in fact a ‘“Duta-Kavya,”
whose tradition goes back to the ‘“Meghaduta” of Kali-
dasa. That the ‘‘Kirasandesa’ is a definite improve-
ment on the ‘““Harastuti,” both as regards the theme and
the execution, will be acceded by all.

I hope, it will find favour with all lovers of
Sanskrit poetry.

(Sd) ARYENDRA SHARMA,
M.A., D. phil.,

OF SANSKRIT,

25-3-1952 } HEAD OF THE DEPARTMENT
Osmania University.

Hyderabad.Dn.
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