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TO ALL THE ITALIANS
WHO IN THE STRUGGLE
AGAINST THE NAZI-FASCIST TYRANNY
HAVE OFFERED
THEIR LIVES, THEIR LABOUR,
AND THEIR SUFFERINGS "'
| DEDICATE MY PAGES
IN THE HOPE
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THE COUNTRY WILL ARISE AGAIN
UNITED—FREE—RESPECTED






Preface

I HAVE written this book because | believe that the

Italian people have the right to know the course
of events which led to their ruin. | do not wish to
try to justify myself. Only the man who acts makes

mistakes.
BADOGLIO

Cava dei Tirreni, July 1944.
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PART |

CHAPTER |

'939

N April 1939 Mussolini sent a memorandum in his own

handwriting to Hitler. Copies of this memorandum
were forwarded to the King and to me. Mussolini de-
clared that in his opinion a war would inevitably break
out within avery short time between therich and the poor
nations, between those with a high birth-rate and those
with a shrinking population, between those with large
supplies of raw materials and those which were markedly
deficient in raw materials. The Peace of Versailles, in-
stead of remedying the situation, had greatly aggravated
it; there was not, in his view, the dightest hope that ajust
solution would be arrived at by any conference. The out-
come was inevitable and menacing—the choice was be-
tween fighting and dying of suffocation.

Thepreparation for this struggle, added Mussolini, must
be far-reaching and thorough. As a result of the Ethiopian
campaign and the continuing need for the suppresson of
revolts in that country, as well as her outstanding con-
tribution in the Spanish civil war, Italy would need some
years to complete her military preparations. He declared
that neither the country nor the armed forces would be
ready before 1943 to face what he believed would be a
long and bitter struggle.

To these very grave statements he added another, which
was absolutely puerile. He said that he had decided on the
year 1943 so that the International Exhibition in Rome,
which he had planned for 1942, could be held. He was

R



2 Italy in the Second World War

counting on the large quantities of foreign currency, which
visitorswould bringinto the country, to help to pay for the
war. In an amosphere as gloomy as that of 1939 the suc-
0ess of such an Exhibition was very improbable; so it was
ridiculous to think that the profits could make a substan-
tial contribution to the finances of the country and so en-
able her to pay for along war.

This memorandum made a very painful impression on
me. What was the motive which inspired such a docu-
ment? Certainly it was not the pressure of public opinion.
After the conquest of Ethiopia the people did not fed
themsdves to be threatened by 'suffocation’, nor was it
necessary as a posthumous revenge for the wrongs suffered
at Versalles. For good or ill Mussolini had himself
settled the outstanding questions by means of successve
treaties with England and France.

My explanation cannot be proved by mathematical
formulae, but it is consonant with the facts, and | have no
hesitation in expressng my persona conviction because
| believe it approximates to the truth.

During their first meeting at Venice, Hitler did not
make a good impression on Mussolini; he talked without
stopping for an hour, repeating in different words all the
arguments from Mein Kampf, and only allowing Mussolini
afew minutesinwhichto reply. Mussolini himself told me,
when he got back to Rome, that Hitler was simply a
gramophone with seven records, and that when he had
played them all he began again at the beginning. He said
the same thing to everyone who had accompanied him to
the interview and the catchword was repeated with admira-
tion all over Rome by his 'incense-bearers.

Privately, Mussolini's overweening belief in his own
genius had led him to believe that in any future collabora-
tion between the two dictators he would play the leading
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part, because of hisintellectual superiority. And this con-
viction was shown publicly during hisvisit to Germany in
1937, when his bearing was that of a god descended from
Olympus to shed the light of his countenance upon the
people. But little by little the chatterer, the gramophone
with seven records, although continuing to talk, began to
act. He occupied the demilitarized zone of the Rhineland,
he armed numerous divisions, he created an enormous air
force, and finally he seized Austria,'the Sudetenland, and
Czechoslovakia. Mussolini had to reassert his rightful-
position, to make Hitler understand that only the Italian
Dictator had the ability and the prestige to direct affairs.

This was the motive which inspired his memorandum;
it seemed to ignore any inconvenient fatts, while facing
the future with confidence and laying down thefinesto be
followed.

| am not claiming supernatural power of intuition—
Mussolini had an overwhelming pride and believed him-
self to be immeasurably superior to the rest of mankind. |
will give one example of this belief. In 1925 or 1926 he
sent out an excellent circular on the powers and duties of
the prefects. It remained a dead letter. When | asked
him if he had drafted it, he replied with some annoyance;
'Who ese would have had the brains?

As far as | know, Hitler never answered the memoran-
dum. When | received it | went to see Mussolini to ex-
plain my views. For five years the Army had had an
excellent Minister for War, General Gazzera; he was in-
clined to be harsh but he was upright, conscientious, very
far-sighted, and experienced. But despiteall these qualities
he was dismissed from office because he had never yielded
to pressure from the Fascist Party, and the portfolio was
taken over by Mussolini. This, however, was a mere
formality, the real power was in the hands of the Under-
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Secretary. Successive holders of this post were Baistrocchi®
and Pariani and their methods had disastrous results. The
first, entirely regardless of all regulations, introduced
politics into the Army and laid down that promotion was
to depend on loyalty to the Fascist Party. Pariani, a man
of lively but undisciplined intelligence, threw the whole
organization of the Army into confusion.

The training of the Air Force under the Under-Secre-
tary, General Valle,? was more showy than practical, and
when General Pricolo succeeded he found after a careful
inquiry that of the 3,000 planes claimed by Valle only
1,200 existed, and of these at least 200 were out of date.

Only the Navy under Admiral Cavagnari was really
efficient.

| thereforetold M ussol|n| that | could not agree that the
armed forces would be ready for war by 1943, the date
which he had given; | had, however, instructed the Chiefs
of Staffs of the three Services to study the various questions
and to draw up a programme of rearmament, conditional
on the capacity of our heavy industries. Mussolini assured
methat no financial considerationswould standintheway,
and that so far as the date was concerned it was merely a
general indication.

As soon as | got back to my office | drafted a letter to
him as | wished to make the essential points of such anim-
portant matter perfectly clear. | stated:

1. That, as he was aware, the armed forces, except for

the Navy, were utterly unready.

2. That the essentia question of new equipment must

immediately be considered.

3. That only after the completion of the necessary plans,

L A prominent Faxig, a snior officer in the Militia, he had been pro-
moted general during the Ethiopian campaign.
* Mussolini was Minister for Air. (Trandator.)
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and discussion with the armament firms, would it be
possible to foresee with any accuracy the date by
which the Army and the Air Forcewould be rearmed.

4. That for these reasons the year 1943 could not be
regarded as definite for this purpose.

5. That | would arrange that he should be informed
each week of the progress made.

6. That, as laid down by the Supreme Defence Com-
mittee, it was essential to proceed immediately with
the purchase abroad of the raw materials which
we required.

< s -4

During July our ambassador in Berlin, Attolico, avery
intelligent and far-sighted man, began towarn usthat, asa
result of information he had received from reliabl e sources,
he was convinced that the Germans intended to attack
Poland to settle, once and for all, the matters in dispute
between the two countries. He added that Hitler and the
leading Nazis were persuaded that the guarantee given
by England and France to Poland represented merely a
vague ideal and moral support, and that those two Powers
would never declarewar on Germany in support of Poland.
This news aroused the liveliest emotions in the breast of
Mussolini. Dictator Number Two had once again seized
the conductor's baton.

At that time | had along talk with Mussolini. He was
furious over the political blindness of the Germans, saying,
'‘As a matter of fact only one German has shown any real
political ability—Bismarck. Itisobviousthatvon Ribben-
trop does not understand anything. How could two such
countries as England and France give a guarantee to
Poland and then abandon her as soon as she is attacked !'

Ciano, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, was sent to
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Germany to explain Mussolini's point of view by word of
mouth. When he arrived for 'consultation’ von Ribben-
trop announced immediately in a tone which admitted of
no discussion: 'We have decided to go to war." Ciano gave
a long account of this interview to the Chamber of De-
puties,® so it is common knowledge.

But he said nothing in the Chamber about a letter from
Hitler to Mussolini which he had brought back with him.
The gist of the letter was:

War against Poland is inevitable, both to settle the question
of the Corridor and to put an end to the ill-treatment of Ger-
mans by Poles. | am absolutely convinced that.neither the
English nor the French will risk their future for love of the
Poles. But whether they enter the struggle or not, it is a purely
Nordic matter, and Germany is able to handle it by hersdlf.
[taly in fact is not involved, and in addition her military
preparations are only just beginning, so her intervention would
not mean any substantial help. Italy therefore should remain
at peace and merely give us proofs of her friendship.

This letter was clear and unequivocal. Hitler told us
not to meddle in his affairs, and that he had no need of
help to settle the problems of northern Europe, least of all
help from a nation in such a state of military unprepared-
ness as Italy.
~ In telling me about this letter Mussolini said that in
talks he had had with Hitler the latter had always shown
himself to be against sending Germans to the south and
Italians to the north. Hitler believed that the Mediter-
ranean climate would lower the fighting capacity of the
Germans and that the same thing would happen to
Italians sent to fight in northern Europe.

The camness with which Mussolini discussed all this

¥ 16 December 1939. (Trandator.)
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with me was purely superficial, because immediately
afterwards hejumped up and said very angrily:

Hitler and Ribbentrop do not understand anything! What
they are doing is an exact repetition of the mistake made by
William and his Chancellor in 1914 when they believed that
England and France would condone the viol ation of Belgium.
Now Hitler refuses our help unless he asks for it, if things go
wrong. The Germans are terrible as enemies and unbearable
asfriends. But if Hitler intends to proceed entirely on his own,
that means that | recover my liberty of action. Y ou must im-
mediately prepare plans to strengthen the fortifications on the
German frontier.

This conversation made a great impression on my mind.
It seemed to me that the future of the country was not be-
ing decided by a conscientious examination of its real
interests, but depended more or less on an agreement be-
tween the two Dictators. And the refusal of our support
had, as an immediate reaction, Mussolini's order to me to
study the establishment of a line of defence against our
ally! 1 believed that Hitler's plan, in so far as it referred
to the non-intervention of Italy, corresponded to the
realities of the situation. He considered that the Polish
guestion did not affect our interests, and that even if Eng-
land and France declared war, it was still a question for
northern Europe and no affair of ours. He was convinced
that Germany could settle matters single-handed, and
that Italy could best help by sending supplies as she was
doing at the moment, and not by the intervention of our
badly armed and ill-equipped forces.

| thought that instead of being angry at Hitler's decision-
Mussolini ought to have been delighted.

L < <

The establishment of even closer relations between
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Hitler and Mussolini led in 1939 to an alliance between
the two countries, which came to be called the Rome-
Berlin Axis. But thisalliance was not the outcome of com-
mon political interests nor of an instinctive sympathy be-
tween the two nations: it was planned and imposed by
their two Dictators. | do not want hereto try to examine
the fedlings of the Ger man people about this partner ship,
but I can affirm, and millions of Italians will agree with
me, that it did not represent the feelings of the Italian
people. Not only were they averse to it, but they feared
that it would endanger the country. A generation was
still livingwhich had fought the Germansbitterly for over
three years and the feelings of the greater number of these
ex-service men had not changed.

Mussolini, as he believed himself to be always right,
ought to have taken these facts into account. Further,
given our state of unpreparedness, he ought to have
realized how fortunate it was that Hitler's declaration
absolved him from any moral necessity of fighting, if
indeed he ever had any such scruples. Or to put it on a
morematerial plane, it seemed to methat he ought to have
felt that he had escaped very cheaply from the obligations
of the alliance he had formed. But here there arose the
question of the pride of Dictator Number One, who must
‘bethemaster of Dictator Number Two. That hehad been
politely put on one side, asif of noimportance, infuriated
Mussolini and obscured hisjudgement.

<o e -l

Herel would liketo make a short digression. TheKing
told me during a conversation which | had with him in
1943 in Brindisi that Mussolini had never informed him
of his intention to form an alliance with Hitler. It was
only when the agreement was concluded and signed that
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Mussolini decided to notify the King. Now Article 5 of
the Constitution reads: 'Executive power appertainsexclu-
sively to the King ... he declares war, makes treaties of
peace, alliance and commerce. . . ." His Majesty showed
his very deep resentment at these proceedings and ex-
pressed to Mussolini his anger at such a violation of the
Constitution. "It was not possble to undo what had been
done/ added theKing, 'without causing serious difficulties.'

< < <

Meanwhileour Military Attachein Berlin informed us
that the German plan of attack had been worked out in
detail and that the Germans considered that Poland would
be overrun in four weeks. The declaration of war on
Poland wasfollowed immediately by the French and British
declarations of war on Germany and by a declaration of
non-belligerency on the part of Italy. This state of non-
belligerency was not recognized in international relations,
but, given the very confused situation, no Power protested.

| am not concerned with the story of the German-
Polish campaign. The result was what could have been
foreseen. Notwithstanding the legendary courage of the
Poles, the superiority of numbers and armament was over -
whelming.

English intervention did not go beyond the declaration
of war; there was not, nor could there have been, any
active support. France made atimid and limited advance
beyond the Maginot Line—an advance which certainly
did nothing to weaken the Ger man attack in the east. To-
wards the end of the campaign the Russians occupied
Polish territory east of the Vistula, and an agreement was
made between the Germans and the Russians for the
partition of Poland. This agreement seemed then, and
would have been had it lasted, a real success for German
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diplomacy. By this means Germany avoided having to
fight on two fronts, and could turn west to face the
menace of France and England with her rear secured,

Mussolini bowed to the logic of facts. Although he con-
tinued to point out to everyone the complete lack of
political insight of the Germans, he was forced to admit
the complete military preparedness of his ally, and the
foresight and masterly handling of the military operations.

Italy lived through many anxious days. Public opinion,
ignorant of the facts and kept in the dark by a press en-
tirely subservient to the regime, believed that our country
willingly or unwillingly would find itself involved. The
declaration of non-belligerency by itself was not sufficient
to give afeeling of peace and security. The Italian people
would have preferred a frank declaration of neutrality,
which would have prevented a change of policy. However,
even non-belligerency was received with favour, for if it
did not go far enough, it lessened the danger of being
involved in the war.



CHAPTERI |
Mussolini decideson Intervention

HE Polish campaign at an end, the larger part of the

German army was transferred to the frontiers of
France, Holland, and Belgium. Skirmishesbetween patrols
relieved the monotony of the situation. Suddenly the
German Army leapt forward, like a spring that is re-
leased, and the unopposed occupation of Denmark and
the rapid campaign in Norway followed. Once again the
superiority of the equipment and training of the German
forces was obvious. The British fleet attacked the German
convoys but could not prevent the landing of large num-
bers of the enemy in Norway.

In Italy the rearmament programme and the necessary
financial measures had been agreed upon, and the pro-
duction of armaments by a number of firmshad begun.

Suddenly, without asking anyone's advice, Mussolini
sold four destroyers to Sweden and in addition allowed
other nations to buy thefirst anti-tank weapons turned out
by our factories. Mussolini's reply to my very strongly ex-
pressed remonstrances about these sdes, which inevitably
postponed the date fixed for the completion of the rearma-
ment programme, was that as Chief of the General Staff |
could only see one aspect of the affair—the military aspect.
He as Head of the Government had a general purview of
the most urgent needs of the nation. At the moment it
was absolutely essential to have foreign currency to buy
the wheat which we had to have. He added that the date,
1943, as the moment for the completion of our programme
was purely arbitrary, as he had already told me, and that
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no vital decision would be made until we were entirely
ready.

<y <o )

In February the usual meetings of the Supreme De-
fence Committee took place. Each of the Chiefs of Staff
made a full report on the programmes which had been
laid down and on the work undertaken by the different
firms. But at this moment there was a scene which | must
describein detail. TheMinister for Foreign Exchange and
Currencies, Riccardi, after having made a lengthy state-
ment on our holdingsin foreign currencies, made aviolent
attack on the Chiefs of Staff who had just presented pro-
grammes impossible of realization. He ended by demand-
ing arevision of the plans for rearmament to bring them
into line with the real financial position.

| replied immediately, and could not conceal my anger.
| said quitefrankly that, while | appreciated thelucid and
exhaustive explanation which he had given of our holdings
inforeign currencies, | did not consider that he had either
the capacity or the authority to express any opinion on
military matters. The rearmament programme had been
drawn up by experts under the political direction of the
Head of the Government.

The discusson was cut short by Mussolini who was
obviously embarrassed by having promised the necessary
financial resources which the Minister now declared were
not available. Asfrequently happened in similar crises, he
assumed the mantle of a prophet and solemnly announced
that everything must be done and possibly done more
quickly than was anticipated because we 'must not desert
history'.> This pronouncement, although | realized that

! A favourite catchword of Mussolini's. Nobody knew exactly what it
meant (Translator*)



Mussolini decides on | ntervention 13

it had been made merely to settle or at least stop the dis-
cussion, worried me very much and next morning | went
to se him to ask for assurances that nothing had been
changed in the programme laid down in the memorandum
of April of the previous year. Mussolini declared that his
programme would not be altered, unless circumstances
beyond his control forced us into war.

Meanwhile, the two armies which were facing each
other continued the skirmishes between the patrolswithout
showing any sign of undertaking a general offensive.

Mussolini badgered the Ambassador and the Military
Attaché in Berlin to find out something of the German
plans and the date for the opening of operations. Although
| told him that the Supreme Command would never reveal
a secret of such importance to a third party, Mussolini
continued to believe that he personaly ought to be in-
formed and was extremely annoyed at being kept in the
dark.

Everybody knew that nothing long remained a secret in
Rome, where the Fascist hierarchy and still more their
wives and mistresses were proud to show their knowledge
of such 'secrets’. It is certain that Hitler, who was of course
kept informed of the state of affairs by the numerous Ger-
man secret police in our capital, would not give away a
secret which any high command would guard most
jealously.

On 10 May the great German machine swung into
action, crushing all resstance. Everything went down
before it; Holland and Belgium capitulated, the British
Army in Belgium after heavy lossss was obliged to evacuate
the country, .and the entire northern wing of the French
Army collapsed. It was the end of Holland and Belgium,
and France was doomed, her gallant troops seeming to be
stricken with paralysis. Mussolini believed that England
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would fall, and that was his fundamental mistake. He was
seized as it were by a frenzy of desire not to be absent
from the victor's banquet. There was no meeting of the
Fascist Grand Council or of the Council of Ministers. He
never told his henchmen of the decision he had taken.

On 26 May, having gone to se him on a matter of
routine business, | met Marshal Balbo® in the waiting-
toom. He had come to Rome to discuss the unhappy state
of affairs in Libya, both from the military point of view
and from that of the civilian population, which was
suffering from a lack of food.

Mussolini sent us a message to come in together; | had
hardly crossed the threshold of the vast room which he
occupied, than | realized that he had something of the
greatest importance to say to us. He was standing behind
his writing-table, his hands on his hips, looking intensely
serious, almost solemn. He did not speak at once but
silently transfixed us with his penetrating stare. What was
he going to say? Suddenly | found that | had difficulty in
breathing. Finally he decided to speak and then with an
air of inspiration, he announced: 'l wish to tell you that
yesterday | sent a messenger to Hitler with my written
declaration that | do not intend to stand idly by with my
hands in my pockets, and that after 5 June | am ready
to declare war on England.’

We were dumbfounded and seemed to have lost the
power of speech.

Mussolini opened his eyes very widely to show his sur-
prise at the coldness with which we had received his news.

When | was able to speak | said:

Y our Excellency, you know perfectly well that we are
absolutely unprepared—you have received complete reports
every week. We have about twenty divisionswith 70 per cent.

! Governor and Commander-in-Chiefin Libya. (Transator.)
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of the necessary equipment and training; and about another
twenty divisions with 50 per cent. We have no tanks. The
Air Force, as you know from General Pricolo's reports, is
grounded. This s to say nothing of stores—we have not even
sufficient shirts for the army. In such a state of affairs how
is it possible to declare war? Our colonies lack everything.
Our merchant shipping is on the high sees

Feeling absolutely desperate | added, 'It is suicide.”

Mussolini did not answer for a few minutes and then
said quite calmly:

Y ou were right about the situation in Ethiopiain 1935. It
is evident that to-day you are too excited to judge the situation
correctly. | assure you the war will be over in September, and
that | need a few thousand dead so as to be able to attend the
peace conference as a belligerent.

So ended this tragic colloquy. | went at once to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairsto sse whether Ciano, who was
notoriously anti-German and opposed to the war, had
any more information. He knew no more than | did and
was very unhappy over Mussolini's decision. He kept
on saying, 'Mussolini is absolutely mad/

| went home.

Everyone knows that the Head of the Government had
all the information about our rearmament programme
both from the Supreftie Defence Committee and from the
weekly reports of the Chiefs of Staff. Too many people
were involved for this to have been a secret. Nothing was
concealed from Mussolini. If therefore he, without con-
sulting anyone, decided to declare war, his was the sole
responsibility.

But can some of that responsibility rest on me as his
chief adviser in military matters?

My conscience is perfectly clear; | did all | could to
stand by the decision taken in 1939: what else could | have
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done? Resigned? But that would not have altered the
situation, for Mussolini would never have considered go-
ing back on his declaration to Hitler. Besides, to abandon
my post at the very moment when war was declared would
have been very unpopular in thecountry which had always
trusted me. Remaining at my post, | could prevent the
mistakes which Mussolini would make in his complete
ignorance of military affairs.

This belief was so strong that it overrode all other con-
siderations. And so with a spirit torn with the gloomiest
presentiments | set out on the cruel road to my Calvary,
which was also, alas, the Calvary of the whole nation.

L e <

On 29 M ay Mussolini held a meeting in his office of all
the Chiefs of Staff and announced officially his decision
(already communicated to Hitler) to declare war on some
date after 5June. Hewished to explain the motives which
lay behind this decision and as his speech was taken down
in shorthand, | can summarize the essential points:

1. It isimpossible for us to avoid war.

2. We cannot fight on the side of the Allies.

3. We can only fight on the side of the Germans.

It remains to decide on the date, which is the mogt difficult
guegtion to decide in the rhythm of a war. This date had been
fixed for thespring of 1941 (evidently by him).

After the occupation of Norway and the overrunning of
Denmark, | had advanced the date to the beginning of Sep-
tember 1940. Now after the conquest of Holland, the surrender
of Belgium, the invasion of France, and the general situation
which that has brought about, | have again advanced the date,
and condder any day to be suitable after 5June.

The situation does not allow of further postponement be-
cause otherwise we should run greater dangers than those
which would have been caused by a premature intervention.
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On the other hand, | have no doubt about the position of the
Allies. In Hitler'slast letter to me which | read to Marshal
Badoglio yesterday,® he informed me that Germany had
mobilized 220 divisions. Of these 10 are in Norway, 15 in
Poland, and 25-30 are refitting. There remain 165, fully
trained and armed, which Germany can throw into the fight
whenever she pleases against 70-80 French divisions, while
the English cannot now send reinforcements of any value. In
addition, there is the crushing superiority of the German Air
Force over that of the French; less overwhelming in the case
of the English but still incontestably superior.

Can the situation be altered? No.

It cannot be changed by French production, for the Ger-
mans will bomb all the industrial centres, nor by American
production for even if (in accordance with President Roose-
velt's speech yesterday) America were to send her 2,500 exist-
ing planes, the transport to Europe would be a difficult under-
taking. The Germans having occupied all the strategic points
on the French coast, even their unloading would be problema-
tical, at least on the north coast. Even the King of the Belgians
hasjustified hisaction—and I think quiterightly—by pleading
the terrible sufferings of his people. M. Pierlot islessimportant
than the King, as he is a second-rate politician who acquired
power by parliamentary methods. It is clear that the German
strategy isdirected to the capture of Parisand London. All our
information gives the same description of the present situation
and the only question is whether the army can hold the line of
the French rivers.

| ask myself whether this resistance will not be broken when
we intervene.

France cannot hope for anything before 1942, and by that
time everything will be over.

If we wait for two weeks or a month, we shall not improve
our military position, while we should give the Germans the
impression that we were arriving after everything had been

! This was the anaver to the letter from Mussolini announcing Italy's
intervention. (Translator.)
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finished, when there was no danger. There is the added con-
sideration that we are not in the habit of hitting a man when
he is down.

All this may be very important when it comes to making
peace.

With regard to the attitude of the I talian people, which we
mugt take into account, | would say this: up to i May they
were afraid of going to war too soon, and were anxious to
avoid such a contingency. That is understandable. Now they
are agitated by two consderations:

I. The fear of arriving too late, so that our intervention

would be valudess

2. A certain feding of emulation, a wish to show that they

too can drop by parachute, attack tanks, & c.

This pleasss me because it shows that the Italian people

have stout hearts.

L o b

Such was Mussolini's understanding of the feelings of
the Italian people.



CHAPTER I I
At War

N 4 June Mussolini obtained from the King the com-

mand of the armed forces in the field. This statement
needs amplifying.” | had often discussed with Mussolini
the question of the conduct of the war. | had pointed out
to him that the old formula, that at a given moment
political action must cease and military action must take
its place, had been proved to be out of date. Clemenceau
in France and Lloyd George in England had both inter-
vened in the conduct of the war; in fact, politics must
always go on and could never be divorced from military
action. That was what was happening at the moment;
the heads of the Allied Governments were co-ordinating
military operations, after consultation with their General
Staffs.

In his speech to the Senate Mussolini declared that in
the event of another war he would assume command of the
armed forces. During the same sitting the title of Marshal
of the Empire* wasconferred ontheKingand onMussolini.
A few days afterwards | asked for an interview with the
Crown Prince, explaining to him that | had not spoken
directly to the King because it would have looked as if |
were inspired by rancour at seeing a military rank given
for a campaign which had been conducted under my
command and for which | was solely responsible. | told
the Prince that it was very dangerous to admit that Parlia-
ment could confer military rank; in allowing it to bestow
the title of Marshal of the Empire on the King it had

! A higher rank than that of Marshal. {Trandlator.)
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encroached on the royal prerogative. Ifsuch a principle
were admitted, it meant that Parliament could also deprive
officers of the rank they held. About the question of the
command | made my ideas known to the Prince, who told

me that he would convey them to the King. | heard
nothing more, an indication that the King had sanctioned
the proceedings. | therefore made no objection when

Mussolini asked for the command of theforcesin the field,
after he had agreed to the condition that | must always
approve every decision.

On 6 June Mussolini sent for me to say that an order of
the day must be issued ordering all forces not in Italy to
take up defensive positions. 'We will leave to others the
responsibility of attacking us', he said. | pointed out that
the responsibility rested on the first to declare war, and
that what happened afterwards was the outcome of that
initiative. The order was finally modified in the sense of
prescribing that the Army should stand on the defensive,
leaving the Navy and the Air Force to undertake an
offensive after ten days, if a favourable opportunity pre-
sented itself.

| ought to add that our forces on the French frontier
occupied purely defensive positions, which is proved by
the fact that all our medium and heavy artillery and their
shells were some distance from the front. Owing to the
lack of roads it would have taken at least twenty-five days
before our troops could have undertaken an offensive.

On 10 June Mussolini announced from the balcony of
the Palazzo Venezia that Italy was at war. It was a
pitiable spectacle. Herded like sheep between the officials
and theriff-raff of the Fascist Party, the crowd had orders
to applaud every word of the speech. But when it was over,
the people dispersed of their own accord in complete
silence. However much they were crushed under that



At War 21

iron system of coercion, they thoroughly understood the
gravity of the situation and how terrible the consequences
might be for the country.

Mussolini was exultant. He accepted with delight the
most exaggerated compliments from the heads of the
Party. | found myself in a corner of the room, feeling
miserable. Ciano cameuptomeandsaid: 'Nowit's done.
Thereis no timefor recriminations, only for action. Pray
heaven we have good luck.' ’

| have no intention whatever of writing the history of
our participation in the war during the few months that |
continued to be Chief of the General Staff. History is
written from documents and is almost always confined to
a more or less accurate statement of facts. But the more
important part, especially that which refers to the conver-
sations, the arguments, and the disagreements between the
principal actors, is necessarily omitted, because thereis no
written documentation. That is why official history is
nearly always cold and lacks light and shade.

I will limit myself to certain essential points: the attack
on France and the armistice; the appointment of Graziani
to succeed Balbo; the opening of the campaign against
Greece.

On 15 June Mussolini sent for me and ordered me to
begin the attack on the French frontier on 18June. | told
him that in my view there were two reasons against this
attack. Thefirst was technical—our positions were purely
defensive, as he knew, and it would take twenty-five days
to go over to the offensive. The second was moral—the
French army was disintegrating and the Germans had no
need of our help to complete its destruction. We should
not be affording useful or decisive support and we should
cut a very poor figure, attacking a nation which was
already beaten to the earth.
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This was the second clash which | had with Mussolini;
the first had been over the declaration of war.

After a few minutes' slence he said very gravely, pick-
ing his words carefully:

Mar shal, as Chief of the General Staff you aremy adviser on
military but not on political questions. The attack on France,
even in view of the objections you have raised, is essentialy a
political question for me to decide on my own responsibility.
War to-day is not like a combat between two knights of the
Middle Ages, nor isit like the battle of Fontenoy in which one
sde invited the other to fire first. To-day the objective is to
annihilate the enemy, and every advantage must be seized to
achieve that aim. For the rest, | do not intend to demand
Savoy which is French, but Nice, Corsica, and Tunisia. Ifwe
limit our intervention merely to helping the collapse of France
we shall have no right to our share of the booty. As to the
disposition of our forces and the time needed to undertake an
offensve, | consder that—given the condition of the French
Army—it is not necessary to wage time in bringing up the
artillery. | will give the necessary orders mysdf to the Army
Chief of Staff. :

As | was coming away from this painful interview, |
met Ciano, the Foreign Minister. He saw from my face
that something very serious had happened and said to me
excitedly, 'He wants to kick a man who isdown.® He had
‘not time to say anything more for at that moment the
Head of the Government sent for him.

The attack only penetrated the enemy's defences for a
short distance but as a result of the bad weather and our
lack of equipment, it caused us a considerable number of.
casualties, especially from frost-bite.

Meanwhile France had asked for an armistice and the
German High Command sent us a copy of the terms they
wereimposing with the advice that we should do the same.
But during the negotiations with the French delegates,
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among whom was my friend General Pariseau, | cancelled
at their request the article which would have obliged them
to send back to Italy all the Italian political refugees who
werein their country. This seemed to me such an ignomi-
nious condition that | did not hesitate for a moment in
making this decision. It earned me a bitter reproof from
Mussolini. | tried in addition to accede to all the other
requests of the French delegates.

Wereturned to Romein thelate evening and talking to
the Italian representatives | said, 'l have never felt more
uncomfortable and unhappy than | do at this moment.'
As many of the Italian and French delegates will still be
alive when these words are printed, they can testify to the
truth of this statement. .

Shortly afterwards | was one of the party which accom-
panied Mussolini when he made a tour of the western
front. During a wait at arailway station in Piedmont we
received a wireless message which informed us that M ar -
shal Balbo had been killed in an aeroplane accident. He
had arrived over Tobruk just after an enemy raid, his
aeroplane was believed to be English, there was heavy
anti-aircraft fire, and it crashed in flames.

Mussolini received the news without showing the slight-
et emotion; perhaps the disappearance of the only one
of the Fascist hierarchy who had dared to challenge his
supremacy was not altogether unwelcome. Anyhow, he
made no comment and only asked me who should be
appointed to succeed him.

| was not at all sure that Marshal Graziani wasin the
right place as Chief of Staff of the Army. He was lacking
in the necessary experience and had no real understanding
of the complex problems with which he was called upon to
deal. But | thought him a good commander of troops
in the field; he had given proof of his ability during the
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operationsin Libya, and especially during the Abyssinian
campaign, as general commanding on the southern front.
He also possesed unrivalled knowledge of the Cyrenaican-
Egyptian sector, having been Governor and General
Commanding the troops in Cyrenaica during the last
phase of the revolt of the Senussi. | did not hesitate there-
foreto propose him to-Mussolini, who immediately agreed.

I must confess that | was completely mistaken. Perhaps
as a result of the wounds he received at Addis Ababa
during the attempt on his life by the Abyssinian national-
igs, Marshal Graziani proved himself to be a very poor
commander and so frightened for his own safety that he
spent almost all his time in a shelter which he had fitted
up as a residence in the suburbs of Cyrene. The truth of
this statement is amply confirmed by the officers and men
of the Libyan Expeditionary Force.

When the British offensive drove our troops back beyond
Benghazi, Marshal Graziani sent Mussolini so despairing
and hopeless a telegram that it was obvious that he had
entirely lost control of the situation. In it he declared
that his presence with the troops under his command, who
were fighting desperately to hold up the enemy's advance,
was quite usdess He proposed to Mussolini that he
should retire to Tripoli (a thousand miles distant) to
.organize an armed camp there, leaving hisjunior officers
to extricate themselves from the hopdess position in which
they had been involved by the lack of judgement of their
Commander-in-chief. Moreover, alittlelater, on the plea
of ill health, hereturned by air to Italy.

Mussolini, infuriated by such conduct, declared to the
King that he would have Graziani court-martialled for
cowardice for abandoning his post. The King pointed out
that a general who in the past had shown courage and
ability and who had held important comimands, had better
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in the first instance be called before a court of inquiry.
This was agreed to and the court was appointed, presided
over by Admiral of the Fleet Di Revel, and after a search-
ing investigation presented its report.

| haveread thisimportant document in which Graziani's
conduct was exhaustively examined and the very gravest
strictures were passed on his behaviour both as Comman-
der-in-chief and as a soldier. This report was dated 28
February 1942, and | cannot understand how Mussolini,
with such evidence in his possesson, did not court-martial
Graziani as he had originally intended to do.

This was the general whom Mussolini eventually chose
to organize and command the troops of the neo-Fascist
republic.

-4 < -

Now | come to the campaign against Greece.

Ciano was the evil genius of this campaign. He con-
sidered the Albanian-Greek sector as his private sphere of
influence. He had installed one of his creatures, Jacomoni,
as Lieutenant-Governor of Albania and had loaded him
with favours. Jacomoni's role was that of flatterer and
mouth-piece of Ciano. Mussolini in his speech at the
Adriano Theatre after the conquest of Greece (thanks to
German intervention) declared that there was a document
in existence which proved that the plan of campaign had
been drawn up by the Chiefs of Staff of the armed forces
and approved by him. This statement is inexact and in-
complete. The question of Greece had never been raised.
It istruethat the neutrality of the Greek Government left
much to be desired; British ships, both submarines and
surface craft, were willingly repaired and hidden in the
many inlets of the Greek mainland and the islands. Ac-
cording to Ciano, our Government had- often called the
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attention of the Greek Government to itsduty asaneutral,
but the General Staff never envisaged these complaints
as likely to lead to war.

Thefirst hint that something was being plotted in this
sector came in a remark which Mussolini made to me.
'Up to the present only the Navy has played any con-
Sderable part in the war, and in asubsidiary role, the Air
Force. We must find something for the Army to do/ |
pointed out that the Libyan sector was of exceptional
importance to us, and that was the exclusive responsibility
of the Army. But thisdid not satify Mussolini, and it was
not till much later that he grasped that our essentid prob-
lem was the Mediterranean. .

At the beginning of October Mussolini ordered the
General Staff to prepare a statement on the forces which
would be needed in Albaniafor an attack on Greece.

The General Staff having drawn up a plan, Genera
Roattaand | had aninterview with Mussolini on 14 Octo-
ber to discuss it with him. We decided- that if Bulgaria
entef®d the war and drew off six to eight Greek divisions,
we should need twenty divisions. It was dso necessary to
build up stocks of rations and munitions in view of the
inadequate port facilities at Valonaand Durazzo. A High
Command and an Army Command would have to be
st up. -

" The next day (15 October) Mussolini summoned a
meeting at the Palazzo Venezia which wes attended by
Ciano, Jacomoni, General Visconti-Prasca, General Roat-
ta the second-in-command of the Army Staff, Admiral
Cavagnari the second-in-command of the Naval Staff, and
General Pricolo the Under-Secretary and Chief of the
~Air Staff. Major Trombetti, an experienced shorthand-
typist, acted as secretary and prepared a verbatim report.
Ciano opened the proceedings by giving an account of



At War 27

his incessant protests against the unneutral behaviour of
the Greek Government, who had denied allegations or
distorted facts, proving that diplomatic notes by them-
selves would not bring about any change in the situation.
He declared that Greek society was thoroughly corrupt,
and that already he had enough support to ensure success.
Jacomoni then spoke, declaring that all the Albanian
patriots and troops were burning with the desire to
liberate the Epirus once and for all, and that he was
hardly able to prevent the Albanians from crossing the
frontier. After him General Visconti-Prasca, evidently
imbued with the same political ideas as Jacomoni, ex-
plained his plan: to advance with the forces at his disposal
into the Epirus, protecting his flank by the occupation of
the Pindus passes by battalions of Alpini. Arrived at Arta
he could be reinforced for his advance on Athens by three
more divisions which could be landed at that port.

| then pointed out that part of the Greek army was
stationed on the Bulgarian frontier and it was essential to
know what would be the attitude of that country.“lf it
remained neutral the Greek army might seriously menace
our left wing towards Koritza. Mussolini said that he
would immediately write a personal letter to King Boris
pointing out that if Bulgaria wished to have an outlet to
the Aegean, thiswas afavourable moment to obtainit. He
agreed that while waiting for an answer from King Boris,
the Visconti-Prasca plan should be examined in detail by
the Army General Staff.

This examination was carried out and it was agreed that
it was likely to succeed if all the conditions described by
Ciano and Jacomoni really existed.

A few days later Admiral Cavagnari came to tell me
that the canal leading to Arta had been blocked and that
in consequence it would be impossible to send the divisions
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by sea to that port. As Mussolini was temporarily away
from Rome, | at once went to Ciano to tell him of Cava
gnari's report. Ciano was very much annoyed and begged
me to find out from the Navy if the news was really true.
He then told me that he had succeeded in getting the sup-
port of several |eading Greeks, some of whom were actually
in the Government, who were prepared to turn out the
Government and join the Axis. He added that the cost had
been rather high, but that the successjustified the outlay.
Furthermore, an understanding had been arrived at with
the troops in the Epirus and he had appointed Pariani, who
was in Albania, to organize rest centres and to provide food
for these troops.

Thisis the real story of what happened. King Boris re-
plied that although he thoroughly understood the advan-
tage of collaborating with Italy, public opinion in his
country was such that for the present he could not do
anything. Handing me the letter Mussolini exclaimed
with contempt: "These chicken-livered kings never succeed
in taking any action! We'll do without him. Prascas
march will be so rapid that it will draw off the Greek
forces in the north, even if they don't disintegrate by every
man going home.'

| was not satisfied and insisted that another division
should be sent to strengthen our flank on the Koritza
front; this saved us from disaster. The campaign began
and its outcome is known to everyone.

Far from making common cause with us the Greek
troops in the Epirus fought bravely on the Kaamas
Mountains. On the other hand, the Albanians proved
themselves treacherous allies, committing acts of sabotage
orjoining the Greeks. It was necessary to withdraw and
disarm some of them.

- On 10 November Mussolini summoned a conference of
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myself, Cavagnari, Pricolo, Roatta, and Sorice, with M aj or
Trombetti as secretary. He began with the remark that
events had proved that the political forecasts of Jacomoni
and the military forecasts of General Visconti-Prasca were
absolutely unfounded. Therefore it was necessary to
examine the position calmly and objectively and to con-
sider measures to restore it.

As | was extremely anxious to make it quite clear who
was responsible, | replied:

At the meeting on 14 October you asked me and Roatta how
many troops were needed for an attack on Greece. As aresult
of the gudies of the General Staff of the Army, General Roatta
declared that if Bulgaria also attacked Greece, we should need
twenty divisions. The dispatch of another ten divisions with
a commander-in-chief and an Army commander was discussad.
On 15 October there was another meeting at which Count
Ciano, General Soddu, Lieutenant-Governor Jacomoni and
Visconti-Prasca were present. As a result of the statements of
Ciano and Visconti-Prasca, you decided to attack on 26 Octo-
ber, a date which was subsequently changed to 28 October.
We tried to make all possble preparations during this time.

| have reviewed these facts to show that neither the General
Staff nor the Army Staff had anything to dowith the plansthat
wer e adopted, which were entirely contrary to our method of
procedure. This method is based on the principle of thorough
prepar ation before action is taken.

(This statement was deleted from the verbatim report
of Major Trombetti, a copy of which was sent to me as
Chief of the General Staff.)

The number and character of the reinforcements to be
sent was then decided, but notwithstanding the hurried
dispatch of these troops the situation remained very grave.

At the end of November Mussolini summoned me and
General Roatta and expressed bitter regret that General
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Visconti-Prasca's plan had been accepted. At this| could
not restrain myself and | said: ’

You are in command. Two plans were presented to you,
one by General Prasca based on the political conditions which
Ciano and Jacomoni declared to exist; the second prepared by
the General Staff of the Army which was based on the assump-
tion that Bulgaria would enter the war. You chose Visconti-
Prasca'splan. It doesnot ssem to me, therefore, that any blame
attaches to the General Staff of the Army. *

Mussolini said nothing and dismissed us. As we came
away General Roatta thanked me very warmly for my
defence of the General Staff of the Army.

The next day Colonel Sorice, Head of the War Cabinet,
told me that Mussolini was very angry with me for what
| had said in front of General Roatta. A few days later an
attack on the General Staff appeared in the Cremona
paper edited by Farinacci.!

| went to Mussolini to ask that he should contradict
what Farinacci had said, to which hereplied that Farinacci
detested me and was solely responsible for the article but
that he had sent for Farinacci to disuss the matter. |
realized at once that Mussolini, who, when it came to the
point, was afraid of responsibility, was casting the blame
on hisjackal. | asked for four days leave during which he
and | would consider our future relations. When | saw
Mussolini again he told me that he had decided to appoint
General Cavallero to succeed me.

There was a very unpleasant scene. Having tried to
hold meresponsible for the acceptance of Visconti-Prasca's
plan, | told him that a commander was always held to
account for any mistake; but in thisspecificinstancehehad

! La Regime Fascista. Farinacci was a former Secretary of the Fascist Party,

notorious for his anti-clerical and anti-Jewish activities, and the leader of the
pro-German faction of the Fastist hierarchy. (Translator.)
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not had the courage to accept the responsibility for hisown
decision and that he wanted a scapegoat. | adso told him
that | had no intention of collaborating in any way with
him in the future and withdrew. On the following day the
Federal Secretaries of the Fascist Party all over Italy,
started a violent campaign against me and the personal
insults with which they assailed me were unbelievable.

| asked for an interview with the Head of the Govern-
ment and demanded an explanation. He declared that
Serena, the Secretary to the Party, was to blame, and that
he personally disapproved and had already put a stop to
the attacks. These were his usua tactics. | replied that
Serena was too stupid and frightened to take such-a step
by himself; it was of little use to say that So-and-so was
responsible when | knew that not one of his followers
would dareto act without his approval. With thesewords
| rose and went away. | never saw Mussolini again.

Lo O <

There are two other matters with which | must deal
before closing this miserable chapter.

In November | went to Innsbruck to meet the Chief of
the German General Staff, General Keitel. He immedi-
ately said to me that we had begun the offensive against
Greece without informing the German General Staff and
that the Fiihrer had not intended to upset the situation
in the Bakans because Germany received considerable
supplies from Greece which she might fed the lack of in
thefuture. 'If', said Keitel, I had been warned, | would
have flown to Rome to prevent the attack.

| was obliged to tell him the truth, which was that we
had received orders from Mussolini to say nothing to the
Germans. When | had objected that we were bound to
inform them under the terms of the Alliance, he had
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answered angrily: 'Did they tell us about the campaign in
Norway? Did they tell us about the opening of the offen-
sve on the western front? They behaved as if we did not
exist—I shall repay them in their own coin.'

Ever sincethe days of Balbo, Headquartersin Libya had
been asking for a supply of tanks. | had sent all that we
had in Italy—seventy-four Marks n and 13.

Mussolini had charged me to ak Keitel for alarge pro-
portion of the seven hundred tanks which the Germans
said they had captured from the French, but to refuse an
offer of an armoured division. 'l fthey get a footing in the
country, we shall never be rid of them,® he said. Keitel
refused to give us the French tanks sayinggf:hat they were
in need of considerable repairs. He offered instead two
armoured divisions, which, in accordance with Mussolini's
orders, | had very reluctantly to refuse.

In April 1943 | met in Rome General von Rintelen, the
German Military Attache with our High Command, and
he told me that both Keitel and he had been astounded at
my refusal of two armoured divisons which they knew
Italy needed badly and which were accepted later. | ex-
plained to him that | had explicit orders from Mussolini
torefuse them.



CHAPTER IV
The Dictatorship 'in extremis

AVING given up my post as Chief of the General Staff

| spent my time at home but | never ceased to attend
the meetings of the Senate and | used to.go to my clubs.
Two years passed, marked by continual anxiety for the fate
of the country and by deaths in my family. The people
seemed completely apathetic, drugged by the anaesthetic
with which they had been doped for twenty years, and
they only awoke slowly to the.gravity of the situation.

But three military events tore aside the bandage with
which the Fascist authorities endeavoured to blind the
eyes of the Italian people. Consternation and anger spread
through the country and hatred of the Government was
unbounded.

It was fanned by our disasers in North Africa. The
fortunate counter-offensive of Rommel had carried the
Italo-German forces as far as EI Alamein; Mussolini,
who never missed a chance for self-glorification, went to
Cyrenaica, taking with him an Arab horse and the sword
of Islam, so as to be ready for a triumphal entry into
Alexandria. But after some probing of the front Rommel
convinced himself that the English resistance was not to
be overcome. So he retreated and organized a defensive
line at Solium where he established himself. History will
reveal who gave the order to hold on at EI Alamein when
every day it became more and more difficult to bring up
supplies, and the enemy was being continually reinforced.
This was a fundamental mistake and rumour attributes it
to Hitler. The consequences were inevitable.

The British counter-offensive, launched with enormous

D
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resources, overwhelmed the ltalians and the Germans.
Meanwhile, British and American forces had landed in
North Africa and our troops, after a terrible retreat to
Tunisia, -were caught in a pincer movement and com-
pelled to surrender at Tunis.

The second catastrophe was in Russia. In that distant
theatre of operations we had at first an army corps; then
at the very moment when troops were urgently needed in
the Mediterranean theatre, the army corps was reinfor ced
until it amounted to an army. Incredible asit may seem,
our magnificent Alpine troops were sent to fight on the
plains of Russia. When the Soviet offensve overran the
German, Roumanian, and I talian positions, three-quarters
of our army was lost. As at El Alamein, the Germans
saized all our means of transport to facilitate their own
retreat, leaving the Italian troops to face a hopdess situa-
tion. The news of such inhuman behaviour spread all over
Italy and made a profound impression.

The third on the list of these military disasters were the
air attacksonTurin, Milan, and Genoa. Our anti-aircraft
defences were deplorably inefficient, fighter aircraft were
practically non-existent, there were no sheters and no
preparations for dealing with fires, and no plans had been
made for the evacuation of the civil population who conse-
quently fled in confusion. Commenting on this in the
Chamber Mussolini declared that he had given orders
some time ago for the cities to be evacuated—asiif thisdid
not need organization by the authorities and was merely
to be left to private initiative. The people realized that
no steps had been taken to deal with such attacks and that
if the war went on all our towns and means of communica-
tion would be destroyed.

Conscious of our complete heplessness, the morale of
the people rapidly deteriorated; in trains, in trams, in
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the streets, wherever they were, they openly demanded
peace ‘and cursed Mussolini. Anger with the Fascist
régime was widespread, and everywhere one heard: 'lt
does not matter if we lose the war because it will mean the
end of Fascism.'

e - <

| never saw the King after | relinquished my appoint-
ment as Chief of the General Staff on 6 December 1940.
During the early months of 1943 many of my friends
begged me to go to him to acquaint him with the real
state of the country and to induce him to bring about a
change in the internal situation. On principle | was
entirely opposed to such action. It seemed to me that the
King was the best judge as to whether he considered it
advisable to consult a Marshal of Italy who had played
a considerable part in the 1915-18 war, and who after
pacifying Libya had conquered an empire for him. But
as their pressure on me continued, | asked for and obtained
an audience which took place at the Quirinal. TheKing
listened to my lengthy exposition and my rather radical
suggestions, but he did not make any comment.

The person who was eagerly seeking a way out of the
impasse was the Crown Princess. | had a talk with her
in the neighbourhood of Cogne, havfng taken the utmost
care that news of our meeting should not leak out. The
Princess, with her quick intelligence, showed a complete
understanding of the state of affairs and urged me to take
drastic measures. We had many talks in Rome, always
with the same precautions because of the surveillance
under which | was kept. The subject of our discussions
was always the same, but the difficulties appeared insur-
mountable: how could |, without any organization behind
me, overthrow the Government?
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| got into touch with the Minister to the Royal House-
hold who had been my ordnance officer for some months
when | was a lieutenant. The Duke Acquarone told me
that the King had already decided on a change of govern-
ment, and he put mein touch with General Ambrosio, the
Chief of the General Staff, a brave, capable, and honest
officer. | am very glad to be able to pay a tribute to his
work and to express my warm friendship for him. We
examined the situation together and were convinced that
it was no longer possible to postpone taking action. We
agreed that there were two objectives to be achieved as
rapidly as might be—the arrest of Mussolini and half
a dozen leading Fascigs, and the neutralization of the
Fascist Militia, especially the armoured division which
was in the neighbourhood of Rome.

Ambrosio thought that it would take a month to collect
the necessary forces in Rome without arousing suspicion.
This discussion took place at my house in the presence of
Duke Acquarone who undertook to inform the King.

At the end of June | had talks with Bonomi,' Casati,?
and Bergamini® so that | should be sure of a Ministry
which would unite the leaders of the different political
parties. We discussed the political action to be taken
immediately after the disappearance of Mussolini, but one
problem seemed to be insoluble—how to free oursdves
from the German stranglehold and declare an armistice.
| could have got into touch with British representatives in
Switzerland through confidential agents, but they could
have given no guarantees, and the only outcome would

! Jvanoc Bonomi, Minister of Public Works under Orlando; Minister of
W ar under Nitti; Minister of Finance under Giolitti. Former Reformist,
Socialist. (Trandator,)

2 Senator Alessandro Casati, Liberal. (Translator.)

% Senator Alberto Bergamini, founded and directed Il Giornale d'ltalia,
1901-24. Right-wing Liberal. (Trandator.)
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have been to inform the British Government that | wished
to come to an understanding with them at all cods.

Meanwhile, the Allies had landed in Sicily; but before
this took place heavy air attacks had destroyed all therail-
way lines between Salerno and Foggia, making the sending
of supplies extremely difficult. As soon as Mussolini was
informed of the Allied preparations for a landing he
made a speech, perhaps the stupidest -of his career, in
which he declared that when the enemy landed on the
beaches they would be annihilated by our fire. As a
matter of fact they had very little difficulty in landing
owing to the poor state of the defences of theisland, and
were able at once to isolate and then occupy the whole of
the western sector of Sicily.

About 15 July General Ambrosio came to tell me that
on 18 July there was to be a meeting at Feltre between
Mussolini and Hitler which he, Bastianini (the Under-
Secretary for Foreign Affairs), and Alfieri (the Ambassador
in Berlin) wereto attend. He said that when the Germans
had refused our request for military help, he had told
Mussolini that the position was desperate and it was
essential that the Head of the Government should have a
complete 'show down' with Hitler so as to make him
realize that Italy was no longer able to continue the war.
Ambrosio added that he had very little hope that Mussolini
would take his advice but he was convinced that it was
absolutely necessary.

At the meeting on 19 July Hitler talked for two hours
on how badly our aerodromes were protected, and said
that he did not wish to send any more planes to be
destroyed on the ground. It was obviously an excuse for
most of our airfields had been in German hands for some
time, and therefore they were responsible.

Mussolini did not open his mouth, and that was the end
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of the meeting. But as he was to spend some time with
Hitler in the train and the motor-car on the way back to
theairfield, Ambrosio, Bastianini, and Alfieri all protested
most strongly, and said that he must tell Hitler that Italy
could notgo on fighting. 'Perhapsyou think I 'm frightened
of him?" answered Mussolini. But all the same he did not
have the courage to tell Hitler what was essential for the
salvation of his country.

On the morning of 20 July Mussolini returned to Rome
and that evening sent for General Ambrosio. He said that
after having thought it over he had decided to write a
letter to Hitler in which he would say frankly that Italy
must give up the struggle. General Ambrosio retorted that
this ought to have been said at Feltre, that the letter—if
it were ever written—like so many others dealing with
matters of the greatest importance, would remain un-
answered. As his protests had been ignored, he did not
wish to share the responsibility and therefore resigned his
post as Chief of the General Staff." Even this step, which
perhaps might have made the name of Mussolini less
hated, was not taken—the letter was never written.

On the day of this meeting about 500 Allied bombers
made a heavy attack on the railway stations in Rome and
on the aerodromes round the capital, doing great damage
to the crowded quarters near them. | went immediately
to visit the worst of the destruction, and the crowd shouted
to me 'Save what can be saved P Poor people, far worse
sufferings were in store for them.

! Hisresignation was not accepted. (Trandator.)



CHAPTER V
The 'Coup d'éta?

DISORDERS and attempts to evade responsibility were
increasing within the Fascist Party. Ciano, theformer
favourite of Mussolini and his successor in pectore, had
rebelled more or less openly and been deposed from his
position as Foreign Minister and been made Ambassador
to the Holy See! Grandi,? one of the best-known mem-
bers of the Party, had for some time retired into the back-
ground. He had been deprived of the Ministry of Justice
but had not been able to escape altogether (as he certainly
wanted to do) and remained President of the Chamber of
Fasces and Corporations. Bottai,®> who was still Minister
for Education, had tried vainly to get into touch with me
again; he had now nothing to do and was an open Trond-
ist\ It was common knowledge that Cini,* an industrial
magnate, who against his will had been made Minister of
Communications, had spoken with great frankness and
firmness on the impossible situation in which the country
found itself. He had pointed out the necessity for a com-
plete change of policy and had, in addition, tendered his
resignation, which had not been accepted.

Mussolini at this time had a recurrence of his duodenal
ulcer trouble, but his illness was deliberately exaggerated

! 7 February 1943. (Translator.)

2 Count Dino Grandi, Minister of Foreign Affairs, 1929-32; Ambassador
in London, 1932-9; Minister of Justice, 1939 to 5 February 1943; President
of the Chamber, November 1939 to July 1943. (Trandator.)

% Minister of Corporations, 1929-32; Governor of Rome, 1935; Minister
of Education, 1936 to 5 February 1943. (Trandator.)

4 Senator Vittorio Cini, President of the Societd Adriatica di Elettricita.
(Translator.)
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in order to prove that he was no longer in afit dtate to
govern the country. In fact the old proverb was once
again to be proved true: the rats were leaving the sink-
ing ship.

On the morning of 24 July a rumour spread through
Rome that the members of the Fascist Grand Council had
insisted that Mussolini should summon a meeting of the
Council for that evening. The newswas, however, received
with considerableincredulity. There wastalk of aplot by
leading Fascigts against the Duce, and it was even thought
possible that it might lead to violence. As a matter of fact
the Council met and the discusson continued to a very
late hour.

The next morning, Sunday, 25 July, there was the sensa
tional news that the Fascist Grand Council had demanded
Mussolini's resignation. It was said that his most bitter
assailants had been Ciano, Grandi, De Bono,* and Bottai.
The proceedings were summed up in a resolution.? The

! Senator Emilio de Bono, Quadrumvir of March on Rome; Senator,
1923; Governor of Tripolitania, 1925-8; Minister of the Colonies, 1929;
High Commissioner of East Africa, January 1935; Commander-in-Chief,
April 1935; shot by neo-Fascists after a trial at Verona, 1944. (Trandator.)

2 This was the original text of the resolution:

'The Fasciss Grand Council, meeting in this supreme hour of danger,
first salutes the heroic combatants in every arm who, sde by side with the
noble Sicilians in whom burns the united faith of the Italian people, are
upholding the historic tradition of courage and the indomitable spirit of
sacrifice of our glorious armed forces.

'The Fasciss Grand Council having examined the internal and the
international situation and the political and military conduct of the war:
Proclaims the sacred duty of all Italians to defend at all cogts the unity,
independence and liberty of the country which are the fruits of the sacrifices
of four generations from the Risorgimento till today, and also to defend the
lives and future of the Italian people: Affirms the necessity for the spiritual
and material union of all Italians in this grave and decisive moment in the
fortunes of the nation: Declares that with this aim in view the immediate
restoration of all the organs of state is essential, so that the Crown, the
Grand Council, the Government, Parliament and the Corporations may
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excitement in the city was intense; violent arguments led
to brawls in the streets, Fascists being roughly handled.

In the afternoon some intimate friends came to see me.
At about five o'clock the Minister of the Royal Household
arrived to say that the King wished to see me urgently.

While | was changing into uniform the Minister
hurriedly told me that Mussolini had gone to see His
Majesty to inform him of the result of the meeting of the
Grand Council. The King had forced him to resign and
as he left the palace he had been arrested and taken to a
Carabinieri® barracks. The King wished me to become
Head of the Government. Very much disturbed by such
serious news, | went to the Villa Savoia.’

The King was quite calm and told me at once what had
happened. What he said made so deep an impression on
me that | can repeat it almost word for word.

This morning Mussolini asked me for an interview which |
fixed for this afternoon at 4 p.m. at thisvilla. When hearrived
Mussolini told me that a meeting of the Fascist Grand Council
had been held and had passed a vote of censure on him, but

carry on the tasks and responsibilities assigned to them under the constitu-
tion and the laws:

* |nvites the Government to beg the King, to whom the whole nation
looks with loyalty and confidence, that he should for the honour and safety
of the country, assume the effective command of the Army, Navy and Air
Force according to article 5 of the Constitution, and take the supreme
initiative of command which our institutions confer upon him and which
has been throughout our history the glorious heritage of the House of Savoy.'

This resolution was signed by: De Bono, De Vecchi, Grandi, De Marsico,
Acerbo, Federzoni, Balella, Gottardi, Bignardi, De Stefani, Bottai, Rossoni,
Marinelli, Alfieri, Giano, Bastianini.

Seven voted against it: Biggini, Polverelii, Tringali, Frattari, Scorza,
Buffarini, Balbiati.

Farinacci presented a resolution of his own which, however, was not voted
on. Suardo abstained from voting.

! Semi-military police force, responsible for the maintenance of law and
order all over the country. {Translator.)

2 The Royal Residence on the outskirts of Rome. (Trangator.)
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he believed that this resolution was not in order. | replied at
oncethat | did not agreewith him; the Grand Council wasan
organ of State which he himself had created by means of a law
which had been passed by the Chamber and the Senate
therefore every decison of the Grand Council was valid.
'"Then according to Your Majesty | ought to resign,’ he said
with considerable violence. 'Yes' | answered, and told him
that | forthwith accepted his resignation.

His M ajesty added,

When he heard this Mussolini collapsed as if he had had a
blow over the heart. 'Then my ruin iscomplete, he muttered
hoar sely.

Having taken leave of His Majesty, Mussolini went out
and not seeing his car, he asked an officer where it had
gone. 'ltisstandingin the shade at the side of the Villa,'
the officer answered. Mussolini went in the direction
indicated when suddenly he found himself surrounded by
secret police who asked him to get into a motor ambulance
which was standing a little distance away. 'Can't | use
my car?' he asked, 'And where areyou taking me?' 'To
a place whereyou will be quite safe’ answered the officer.
Without saying anything more, Mussolini got into the
motor ambulance and wastaken to a Carabinieri barracks.

TheKingthen asked meto become Head of the Govern-
ment; | knew that the country trusted me, that His
Majesty would be embarrassed if | refused, and that my
refusal would still further complicate a situation which
called for immediate action. | put all personal considera-
tions on one side and faced the terrible responsibility | was
undertaking. | answered, 'l am very conscious of my lack
of political experience; | have never taken any part in
politics, but | understand the pressing needs of the moment
and | accept. As for my colleagues in the Ministry, |
have here a list of the politicians who have promised to
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collaborate and of the parties they represent/ | read to
His Majesty the names of Bonomi as Minister of Internal
Affairs, Casati as Minister of Education, of Soleri,! of
Bergamini, of Einaudi,? and others.

The King was entirely opposed to this plan. He said
that | would have to act with great rapidity and energy
both internally and in our relations with the Germans,
and that | must not be surrounded by politicians.

"Y ou must have a Ministry of experts', he added, 'who will
carry -out your orders efficiently.' 'But as a result', | said, 'l
shall be entirely cut off from public opinion and shall have no
contact with the feeling of the country.' 'No," said the King,
‘the whole country is with you and will follow you. | am sure
that your political friendswill support you even if they are not
in the Ministry. Hereis alist of the new Ministers; they are
all experienced and capableofficials, withwhomyoucanwork.'

So, as the King was determined to have his own way,
| ended by agreeing.

b < Qe

It was decided that in view of our precarious position,
it was not possible to announce that Italy would ask for
peace! Such a step would undoubtedly have provoked
an immediate and violent German reaction, which the
Government (not yet in existence) could not have faced.

TheKingshowed metwo proclamationsalready printed,
which he and | (as Head of the Government) would issue.
| learned afterwards that Signor Orlando® had helped in
drawing up these proclamationsinwhich it was announced
that the war would go on.

! Senator Marcello Soleri, Minister of Finance, 1921; Justice, 1922.
Liberal. (Trandator.)

2 professor Luigi Einaudi, well-known economist. Liberal. {Transator.)

3 Senator Vittorio Orlando, Prime Minister 1917-19; Italian Delegate
Peace Conference in Paris, 1919. Liberal. {Trandator.)
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-As soon as thiswas over | went back to my house where
an enormous and delirious crowd made it difficult for me
togetin.

At two o'clock in the morning | was summoned to the
Ministry of War, where a crisis had arisen. General
Galbiati, Chief of Staff of the Fascist Militia, had appar-
ently decided to resist. But my very peremptory order to
place himself under the command of my trusted friend
General Armellini, whom I had appointed to command
the Militia, had the desired effect. Galbiati resigned and
did not take any action.

| wrote at once to Mussolini assuring him that he need
not fear for his personal safety, that his arrest and confine-
ment had been necessary to save him from the fury of the
people who otherwise would most certainly have attacked
him. Mussolini sent me a scrap of paper on which was
a message which he had dictated to the officer who had
taken my letter, and which he signed. In this he declared
that he was very pleased that we had decided to go on
fighting and thanked me warmly for having secured his
safety.

Cheering crowds paraded the streets of Rome all night
long. There was occasiona firing and many Fascist head-
quarters were attacked and sacked.

-S0 ended this historic day.

e < <

There are three matters about wh| ch | wish to say some-
thing more.

First of all the arrest of Mussollm. As | have aready
explained, | had discussed with Genera Ambrosio the
necessity for Mussolini's arrest, and as he wasin command
of the Army he undertook to carry this out. But as it
happened we were by-passed; the arrest was both planned
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and carried out by the Minister to the Royal Household
with the co-operation of the General Commanding the
Carabinieri: they had, of course, obtained the King's con-
sent.!

The second matter | only heard about later from one
of the actors. This was the plan which had been agreed
upon by the leading Fascigs for the summoning of the
Grand Fascist Council and for the vote against M ussolini.
It had been worked out at a series of meetings held during
the first two weeks of July. These conspirators did not
intend that the Party should abandon the reins of Govern-
ment, and had therefore chosen three members of the
Council toform atriumvirate and assume power. Musso-
lini's position was not very clearly envisaged; some of them
wanted him to disappear altogether, others proposed that
he should be given some post but without any power. As
for the triumvirate (a reduced edition of the 'Quadrum-
virate'),2 the names | was given were those of Ciano,
Grandi, and Federzoni.® Later on | was given other names
and | am now uncertain which list was correct.

The triumvirate proposed, as shown by the resolution
presented to the Grand Council, that the King should
resume command of the armed forces, and that all organs
of the State should be restored. As | have said, events
moved too quickly both for them and for me.

But the Fascist leaders were convinced that without
Mussolini they could continueto run the country—which

! In hisbook ComeFirmai VArmistizio di Cassibile, Gener al Castellano gives
a different account of the plot, which he organized under the direction of
Ambrosio. See'l Signed the Italian Armistice', New English Review, Sep-
tember 1946, summary by Muriel Gurrey.

2 A referencetothe Quadrumviratewho organized the Fascist ' M ar ch on
Rome', 1922. (Trandator.)

3 Formerly leader of the Nationalist Party, which joined the Fasist
Party in 1924, for many years President of the Chamber. (Trandator.)
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shows how completely out of touch they were with public
opinion, which was now expressing itself clearly and
forcibly. They behaved as if they were completely deaf
and were consequently cut off from all contact with the
people. The Kingstruck one resolute blow at their leader,
and without any resistance or violence the whole Fascist
structure collapsed. On 26 July one did not se a single
person in Rome wearing the Fascist badge. Fascism fell,
as was fitting, like a rotten pear.

The third matter about which | wish to say something
was the failure of the King to abdicate.

In the discussons | had had with the Minister of the
Royal Household, | had explained to him that not only
in Lombardy but even in Piedmont® the people blamed
the King for the continuance of the Fascist Party in power
for so many years, and also for the present tragic situation.
It seemed to me that, even if he acted with the greatest
determination and showed that he realized that the path
he had taken had led to disaster, he should recognize that
he was partly responsible, and like Charles Albert after
Novara, should abdicate in favour of Prince Umberto.
| felt that his disappearance would strengthen and not
weaken the monarchy.

But the Minister was entirely opposed to such a policy,
and said that it was obvious that only the King could deal
with a situation so fraught with unknown dangers as a
change of government, because he alone had the ex-
perience and the energy. Prince Umberto had not been
allowed to take any part in public affairs and would proba-
bly be completely bewildered. The Minister also assured
me that the politicians had already discussed the question
with the King who had absolutely refused to abdicate.

! Part of the patrimony of the House of Savoy and famous for its loyalty.
(Trandator,)
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"1 f you take up this matter,' he added, 'you will fail, as
the King is determined to remain at his pog. The only
result will be a cddness in your relations with His M ajesty
which will certainly not ease the task of the Government.'

So, convinced that any action on my part would be
quite usless | did not mention the matter to the King.



CHAPTER VI
A Review of the Stuation

EXPLAINED in the last chapter that both the King and
I | thought it impossible for Italy to withdraw from the
struggle immediately. As this decision has given rise to
many criticisms, | think it is essential to give our reasons.

During my talks with General Ambrosio, Chief of the
General Staff, before the coup d'etat, he gave me the latest
information on our military situation of which | knew very
little, for | was entirely dependent on newspaper reports.
This situation was absolutely deplorable as the result both
of our defeats and of the dispersal of our forces by Musso-
lini. All our resources in men and materials, which had
been poured into the colonies, had disappeared; Libya
had engulfed almost all our scanty reserves. In Russia,
whither we had sent an entire army, we had lost two-
thirds of the men and practically all the equipment. The
Air Forcehad been almost wiped out in Libya. M ost of our
mer cantilemarinehad been lost, and theNavy had suffered
severely both in cruisers and destroyers. As the result of
Mussolini's megalomania thirty-six divisions had been sent
to France, Croatia, Montenegro, Albania, and Greece.

To defend the entire peninsula there were only twelve
weak divisions, of which one was a much-depleted
armoured division composed of the Fascist Militia. There
were artillery divisons manning the coastal defences with-
out artillery, with very few arms and with no transport.
These represented an unfortunate creation of no practical
value. Our forces weredivided into three commands. one
in the valley of the Po, another between Florence and
Rome, and athird in Apulia, Basilicata, and Calabria.
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General Ambrosio said that as aresult of air attacks on
our railway system, it was impossible to concentrate our
forces. Motor transport was out of the question as our
supply of vehicles had been reduced almost to nothing as
aresult of the lossss in Libya.

The Germans had eight divisionsin Italy of which four
wer e heavily armoured, all beingwell supplied with motor
transport which made a concentration easy. While we
possesed about four hundred planes, the Germans had
over -eight hundred. In addition, in the Innsbruck zone
there were large numbers of German troops so that eight
divisions could be dispatched to Italy from various sectors
at a few days notice. Thisinformation was proved to be
entirely correct as was shown by events after 26 July.

Given all these circumstances, a unilateral declaration
by I'taly of her intention to make peace would have meant
handing ourselves over to the Germans bound hand and
foot. It is only necessary to remember what happened in
Roumania. Accordingto their present Government, they
had been conducting negotiations to free themselves from
the Germans for some time, but they could only do so
when the Russian armies were in a position to giveimme-
diate and substantial support.

| repeat, with absolute conviction, that an Italian
declaration of a cessation of hostilities could only have
resulted in the immediate occupation of the whole penin-
sula by the Germans, the overthrow of the Government,
the creation of a Nazi-Fascist régime, and no assurance
that the Allied Powers would distinguish between the
Italian people and the Fascist Party.

LY -y LA
All these considerations had to be calmly weighed by

those who had the tremendous responsibility of deciding
E
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on a line of action, but the overwhelming tragedy of the
situation was not understood by the mass of the people.
Throughout the country, mingled with misery, bitterness,
and grief there was a conviction which was summed up
in the catch phrase—'Mussolini stands for war, Badoglio
stands for peace.' It is usdess to examine how such a
simple idea came to dominate people's minds, but it is
undeniable that it was believed by all sections of the com-
munity, educated and uneducated alike. How peace could
be achieved was never considered, nobody stopped to con-
sider; people did not argue about it; they took it for
granted.

I was overwhelmed with letters and telegrams; votes of
organizations and of communes all expressing the same
desire. They did not stop to think how we were to free
ourselves from the Germans and to open negotations with
the Allies. It was the busness of the Government to do
both immediately. The first disillusionment that the
people suffered was the issuing of the two proclamations
by the King and myself stating that the war would con-
tinue. No one understood the imperative necessity for this
action.

This disappointment, which led to an immediate re-
action, was fomented by the propaganda of the B.B.C.,
especially in the speeches of Colonel Stevens, who had a
large audience in Italy. | do not want to express my
personal opinion on this line of policy of the Allies, but
will content myself with the following extract from an
article by George Glasgow which appeared in the Con-
temporary Review for October 1943.

Confronted with thefall of Mussolini, what wasthe attitude
of the United Nations . . . they went on woodenly talking of
unconditional surrender, and bombed Rome again. Wasit not
really undersood in London and Washington that Italy at
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that time could not surrender because the country was under
the control of the German military? In fact, if Italy had sur-
renderled, it would have been an unconditional surrender to
Hitler.

But the people did not stop to reason, and strikes which
had the most deplorable results broke out, especially in
the north.

| remember that Signors Bonomi, Casati, Buozzi,
Roveda, and others came to me with a resolution in
which all the parties they represented demanded an imme-
diate peace. | told them that peace was my chief and
overwhelming desire, but | begged them to consider the
enormous difficulties to be overcome. 'lIt is very hard to
conclude a peace & deux and we haveto doit atrois.

< <y <

Another belief very widely held, especially among the
poorer clases was that with the fall of Fascism all the
difficulties of rationing would disappear and that we
should return to an era of plenty. | received an endless
number of petitions asking for an increase in the rations.

Oneindustrialist from Lombardy, a man who had been
a Minister, came and suggested to me an immediate
increase in the bread ration of 500 grammes. 'But | have
not got ten million quintals of grain to last till the next
harvest." 'No people has ever died of hunger,' replied the
ex-minister, 'and certainly things will right themselves
gradually.'

Such irresponsibility was one of the numerous sgns of
the complete lack of understanding of the situation.

Lo < <

Many of the intellectuals simply ignored the war; all

! English text by permission of the author and the editor of the Contem-
porary Review.
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they were interested in was to destroy every vestige of
Fascism. Very few troubled to remember that in twenty
years it had penetrated into every branch of national life.
There was hardly an organization which was not com-
pletely dominated by the Party. Precipitate action would
have resulted in an entire paralysis of the life of the
country because it was impossible to find new dgaffs in
the course of a few days.

A certain number of these intellectuals acted in good
faith, being really inspired by the desire to provide the
country with free institutions, but others were animated
by anger at the wrongs they had suffered. And however
bitter the truth is, it must be added that there were many
who merely wanted the pods for themsdves and these
were naturally the most active.

<> <> <

| must say something about the attitude of the civil
servants. They had watched with amazement the instan-
taneous collapse of the régime but were not convinced that
the new government would last. So they did not hesitate
to whittle down the orders they received and to carry on
a secret passveresistance. The machinedid not stop but
it worked very slowly.

b Qe L

But it was obvious after the first moment of stupefaction
that the most active members of the Party would try to
carry on, relying entirely on the support of the Germans—
the only hopé of salvation that remained to them. A
certain number of the most dangerous were arrested to
be dealt with by legal methods, but the number was so
great that it was physically impossible to arrest them all.
Quietly but persistently, the residue preached that Fascism
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had arisen from the need to combat Communism and that
if it disappeared completely there would be a bolshevist
dictatorship. They nicknamed my Government 'K erensky'
and prophesied that an Italian Lenin would arise.

This conviction was explained to me at length during
a conversation which | had with Federzoni and Grandi
afew days after | became Head of the Government. | told
them that whatever was the eventual outcome, it would
certainly be better than Fascism, which had corrupted the
soul of the nation and finally led the country to its present
desperate straits.



CHAPTERV 1|

The New Government and the German
Reaction

WENT at an early hour on 26 July to the Viminale

Palace which had been the seat of the last democratic
governments. As | arrived there broke out a lively ex-
change of fire between the guard there and a detachment
of Militiaanti-aircraft gunnerswho werein charge of some
machine-guns on the roof of a house opposite. The firing
lasted intermittently for about an hour: finally it came to
an end when a senior officer intervened at my orders.

| was told that the German Ambassador, von Macken-
sen, wanted to s2 me. He was a man with a very dis-
agreeable expression, he looked menacing even when he
wanted to be amiable. He at once presented me with a
written protest against the attack by the crowd on the
German Consulatein Turin. | replied that as| had only
just assumed control of the new Government | had not
seen any of my officials so | did not know what had
occurred but would makeinquiries.

But this was only a preamble. Von Mackensen then
expressad his anger at what had happened, observing that
the fall of Mussolini and of Fascism had amazed German
public opinion, had undermined faith in their Italian ally,
and had infuriated the Fiihrer who was an old and devoted
friend of the Duce.

| replied with complete calm that it was not the fault
of the present Government if the Fuhrer and the German
people had not been informed for some time of the real
state of public opinion in Italy. For more than ayear the
people had shown clearly their hatred of Fascism and war.



The New Government and the German Reaction 55

Anyone who did not shut himself up in an ivory tower or
was not blind or deaf must have known the state of their
feelings. | remarked that Fascism had fallen with hardly
any reaction which proved that it did not represent any
living forces in the nation. As | had to go to the King to
be sworn in, the conversation then ended.

< <o <3

Ii the afternoon the new ministers came to see me,
except the Minister for Foreign Affairs, who was in
Turkey.'! After a few words of welcome | told them that
on Tuesday morning they would have to be sworn in and
that the first meeting of the Cabinet would be at 6 p.m.
that day.

< L~ <

I was convinced that the German Government would
have to be told that Italy must make peace. This was the
step that Mussolini had not dared to take at Feltre on
19 July and though it was not likely that the Germans
would agree, | still wished to tell them that we could not
continue the war.

On 27 July, on orders from the King, | telegraphed to
Hitler notifying him of the change of Government and
suggesting a meeting in Italy to examine the situation,
saying that the King would be present. | laid down that
the meeting should be in Italy because | was sure that if
| went to Germany | should never return.

But even before | received a reply to my proposal there
was news from the frontier which put an end to all doubts.
Across all the passes (Tarvisio, Brenner, Resia, Dobbiaco,
Mont Cenis, Ventimiglia) there had been a continuous
stream of German forces pouring down into ltaly ever

! Signor Guariglia, a career diple
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since 26 July. In all, at least eight divisions and a brigade
had spread themselves successively over Liguria, Friuli,
Giulia, Romagna, and Tuscany. Germany had thrown
off her mask and had immediately taken the necessary
measures to ensure her possesson of the Lombard plain.
Sowhen | received Hitler'sreply sent through von Ribben-
trop, saying that as he had had a discusson with Mussolini
on 19 July, he considered that another meeting would be
usdess | had already made up my mind.

| appreciated the necessty of temporizing with the
Germans as far as possble and at the same time of doing
everything in my power to get into touch with the British
and Americans.

| knew that this decision would give rise to grave doubts
as to my loyalty as Head of the Government and to the
loyalty of the country which | represented. Unfortunately
that accusation had been levelled at Italy for her declara-
tion of neutrality in 1914 and still more so when she inter -
vened on the side of the Allies in 1915. However, it was
clear that a continuation of the war would bring complete
ruin on my country. Believing in the truth of the maxim
Saluspatriae suprema lex, | did not hesitate to assume this
tremendous responsibility.

| was also sure that if | could get into touch with the
Allies | could obtain better terms than the 'unconditional
surrender’ on which the English continued to insist.

e Lo Lo

On the following day the first meeting of the Cabinet
was held; this was entirely taken up with a review of the
internal situation. The people, veryrightly, weredemand-
ingrapid and drastic action against Fascism and the imme-
diate punishment of the guilty. With regard to thefirst, the
guestion was immensely complicated. As | have already
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pointed out, in twenty years Fascism had penetrated and
dominated every section of our national life, including
all state and semi-state organizations of every kind, while
all the important pods in the provinces and in the com-
munes were held by Fascists. To change all this at a
single blow was not only physically impossible, but if it
had been attempted would have entirely paralysed the
country. Therefore it was essential to begin first of all
with the chief organs at the centre and work out to the
periphery.

It was decided first of all to announce the dissolution of
the Fascist Party, the Fascis Grand Council, the Supreme
Tribunal for the Defence of the State, and the Chamber
of Fasces and Corporations. Asfor the Youth Movement,
that mammoth organization which had cos one milliard,
eight hundred million lire a year, it was decided to break
it up and to entrust the sections to different Ministers so
that its valuable properties should not be dispersed. On
the other hand it was convenient to allow the so-called
'After-Work Organization' to continue as it provided
many benefits and amusements for the workers; when
remodelled by the appointment of a- Commissioner and
by the gradual elimination of Fascist influences, it could
carry on its very useful welfare work.

The post of 'Federal Secretary® was abolished, for the
only business of these Fascist officials was to supervise the
work of the prefects and to run the communes through
their own political secretaries. This was a typical example
of Fascist organization for it enabled the central Govern-
ment to thrust its tentacles into even the smallest local
groups. With very rare exceptions these 'Federal Secre-
taries were the real despots of the provinces and were
generally known as rases

! Italian slang for a political 'boss. (Trandator.)
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I n subsequent meetings of the Cabinet we went on with
our task of righting the wrongs that Fascism had done to
all those who in any way opposed the Party. It isim-
possible for me to give a complete account of all that we
did, depending as | am entirely on my memory, but |
shall try to sum up what we achieved and to describe all
the obstacles that we had to overcome.

It is well known that every government depends on the
prefects of the various provinces for the carrying out of its
orders and instructions' The situation in this respect was
both grave and dangerous. More than half the prefects
were creatures of the Fascist regime, chosen from among
ex-Federal Secretaries or leading supporters who obeyed
the Party blindly and were not as a rule trained to do
anything dse

It was decided to supersede them as rapidly as possible
and to appoint career prefects who were employed in
various pods at the Ministry of the Interior and to recall
others who had recently retired. The Minister of the
Interior wastold to report at a subsequent meeting on the
geps he had taken. To the general surprise it was dis
covered when thelist was produced that only eight prefects
had been dismissed, and these were unknown rascals who
had been in charge of the least important provinces. The
Cabinet was very angry and the Minister was invited to
present a further list of dismissals which was not to omit
one prefect of Fascist origin. | saw the Minister privately
after the Cabinet to spur him on to action.

But information very soon reached me that the person
who was behind the vacillating Minister was the Minister
of the Royal Household, who had intervened personally.
| sent for the Duke Acquarone and reminded him that in

1i.e.in countrieswherethe administration isbassd on the Code Napoldon;
under normal conditions the prefedts are trained civil servants. (Trandator,)
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former days Crispi had asked for the resignation of the
Minister of the Royal Household because he had inter-
fered with political affairs. There was no doubt that the
present Minister was doing the same thing. As a matter
of fact when | decided to appoint Senator Ricci Minister
of the Interior, the King made no objection.

Ricci, who had been trained as a Prefect himself, was
competent and forceful and acted quickly and energeti-
cally; he removed more than fifty prefects. As a result
the position in the provinces improved, but a month
elapsed before all the new prefects had taken up their
appointments and were sufficiently conversant with the
state of affairs to act with confidence.

My endeavours to remove Fascist diplomatists were
limited by the action of the King. | suggested to him the
dismissal of all ambassadors who were leading Fascists, but
the King sent me a memorandum in which he laid down
that only those who had actually committed crimes should
be retired as it was not the moment to punish representa-
tives of the former régime. This memorandum was left in
the safe at the Viminale, where it was later found by the
Fascists and is referred to by Mussolini in his book, The
Sory ofa Year.

But the general public did not understand why so many
Fascists continued to occupy their former posts and began
to grumble against the Government.

< < <>

Another urgent matter was the question of the press and
of propaganda which came under the Minister of Popular
Culture. A former member of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs had been chosen for this post; he was trustworthy
and intelligent but new to the work and it was soon
obvious that he was not competent to control so turbulent
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an organization. He was succeeded by the former am-
bassador Galli who | knew was capable of dealing with
the many intrigues which were going on.

L1 K Lo

The future of the various kinds of Fascist Militia was
a peculiarly thorny problem. During the first years of
Fascism it consisted of volunteers, but later, with the
increase in the number of battalions, voluntary enlistment
did not produce enough men, and recourse was had to
conscription. All members of the Party (and everyone
who worked for hisliving had to belong to the Party) were
liable to military service and were called up either for
the armed forces or the Militia. Wefound that while the
country was at war it was not possible to disband all the
battalions of the Militiawithout inflicting a grave injustice
on the army, and a temporary solution had to be sought.
The Militia battalions were incorporated into the army,
deprived of all their Fascist badges, and all officers who
were ardent Fascists were removed. The headquarters
staff was reorganized, an energetic and loyal genera
being appointed in command. Similar $eps were taken
with the Frontier, Forestry, the Anti-Aircraft, the Port,
the Roads, and other Militia formations. Specid care
was devoted to the M ussolini Battalions' which consisted
of young and fanatical volunteers, whom the Germans
had provided with tanks to cons’utute an armoured
division. General Galvi de Bergolo® was given command
of this division and showed much energy in getting rid of
the undesirable elements.

It had always been Mussolini's dream to create his own
army, devoted to himself. The Fascist leaders, especidly
Bottai, went so far as to assart that all the infantry should

! TheKing'sson-in-law. (Translator.)
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be Fascist legionaries'. The plan, however, was never
officially sponsored by the Duce and was only partially
put into effect.

e L L

While these general measures were being put into force
and important pogts were being filled by men of undoubted
competence and honesty, we proceeded to arrest the most
dangerous elements, Fascists who were notorious for their
devotion to the regime or for their criminal antecedents:
the President of the SpeC|aI Tribunal for the Defence of
the State, Tringali," Buffarini Guidi,” Bottai, Teruzzi,’
Marshal Cavallero (because of his dose relations with
Farinacci), and Muti,* who in trying to resist arrest was
shot by the Carabinieri. Farinacci managed to escape to
Munich and Ciano disappeared.

L <o L]

Three other measures were carried out by the Govern-
ment at this time. A specid Commission of Judges under
the President of the Court of Cassation, was st up to
examine all the fortunes which had been made under
Fascisn and after proper inquiry to sequestrate for the
benefit of the State all money which had been obtained

! Casanuovo Tringali, member of the Special Tribunal for the Defence
of the State, 1928; President, 1932; Minister of Justice in the Neo-Fascist
Republic, 1943; died of apoplexy 1 November 1943. (Trandator.)

% Guido Guidi Buffarini, personal friend of Mussolini; Under-Secretary
for Internal Affairs, 1942-3; Minister for Internal Affairs Neo-Fascist
Republic, 1943; captured by the Patriots and executed 7 July 1945.
(Trandlator.)

3 Attilio Teruzzi, commanded a division in Abyssinia, 1936; Minister for
Italian East Africa, 1938-43; after the liberation sentenced to thirty years
imprisonment as a collaborator. (Trandator.)

4 Ettore Muti, fought in First World War at the age of fourteen; fought
in Abyssinia and Spain; Secretary Fascist Party, 1939-40; pilot in the Air
Force; arrested during the '‘purge’ and shot trying to escape, 24 August 1943.
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illegally. This was very popular with the public and the
denunciations ran into thousands. Subsequently the
'Fascist Republic' declared on the wireless that | had not
discovered a new method of procedure because the law
bore the stamp of Fascism. It was not the law but the
fortunes which certainly bore the stamp of Fascism!

The second measure related to the Jews. It was not
possible at that moment to abrogate publicly all the racial
laws without coming into violent conflict with the Ger-
mans, or, to be more accurate, with Hitler. He had not
only inspired this legislation, he had actually forced it on
Mussolini, who only a few months earlier had declared in
the Senate that there was no Jewish problem in Italy. |
sent for representative Jews and told them that, though it
was not possible at the moment to revoke the laws, they
would not be carried out.

The third measure was the release of all those who had
been sent to prison or anfind® for their political opinions.
It was necessary to ascertain that the sentence was soldy
for political reasons, and this took a certain amount of
time, while the lack of shipping made it very difficult to
provide transport for those who were detained on the
Islands. The press demanded more rapid action on the
part of the Government, but everything possible was being
done. So ended this shameful chapter in the Fascist
tyranny.

oD L3 e

There was great anxiety about the state of our finances.
Nothing was really known, but it was clear that while
there were no new loans to be taken up almost com-
pulsorily by the banks, new notes were being printed,

! Confino included banishment to the Lipari Islands, house arrest, or an
order to resde in a particular locality. It was not confined to political
prisoners. (Trandator.)
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especially those of a high value. | begged the Minister of
Finance for a comprehensive statement on our monetary
position. This statement, first read to the Cabinet and
then published in the papers, made the very gravest im-
pression. The public debt was more than six hundred
milliards of lire, and one milliard of noteswasin circula-
tion. The Minister pointed out that the situation was even
worse because of the financial disorder which existed in the
many semi-state organizations.

L] Qe <

I will conclude this chapter with a brief account of the
action of the Government with regard to Mussolini. As
| have already said, he was taken to a Carabinieri barracks
in Rome, but this, of course, was only a temporary
measure. Mussolini wished to go to his summer residence,
Roccadelle Caminate, but the prefect of Bologna, although
an ardent Fascist, refused to accept the responsibility; he
declared that no guard would be able to prevent the
infuriated people from seizing the ex-dictator and dealing
out summary justice.

Mussolini's family were taken to Rocca for their own
security, although his wife and children were not regarded
as sharing responsibility for his actions. He was trans-
ferred to the Island of Ponza, but after a few days we
had to remove him to La Maddalena because everyone in
Rome knew where he was and talked openly of his where-
abouts, so it was to be expected that the Germans would
rescue him by acoup de main. But the same thing happened
over La Maddalena, and with infinite precautions for
secrecy he was taken to Campo Imperatore.” The result
was just the same; this too became common knowledge.

L A ski-ing centre, only reached by a funicular, in the heart of the Abruzzi
mountains (Tranglator.)
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The Germans annoyed me very much. Keitel at once
demanded in the name of the Fuhrer to be allowed to se
Mussolini. After my categorical refusa he contented him-
self with writing an open letter which | sent to Mussolini..
Then Hitler intervened personally, forwarding an enor-
mous caxe containing the works of Nietzsche, beautifully
bound and with an affectionateinscription. Heincessantly
inquired about this present until he had recelved a persona
acknowledgement from Mussolini.



CHAPTER VIII
The Armistice

29 July Signor Guariglia, the Ambassador to
Turkey, whom | had proposed to the King as
Minister of Foreign Affairs, arrived in Rome by air. |
had, and have, the greatest confidence in Guariglia; he
is.aman of great culture with a quick and penetrating
brain and a very pleasant personality.

He came to se me at once and told me that he
thoroughly understood my point of view. When he was
leaving Istamboul he had spoken very frankly to the
Turkish Minister of Foreign Affairsand had begged himto
inform the Allied representativesin Turkey that although
he (Guariglia) was not empowered to make any com-
munication to their Governments, he could assure them
of his conviction that I'taly was on the point of changing
her policy. | explained the situationto him, and heentirely
agreed with me that to keep the proposed negotiations
secret it was essential that as few people as possible should
know about them. Such a delicate matter could not even
be discussed in the Cabinet. | told the Minister of the
protests | had made to Berlin through our Military
Attaché and to Marshal Kesselring, Commanding Ger-
man forces in Italy, over the dispatch of German troops
to Italy, protests to which | had received no reply.

| also told him that | had asked the Chief of the General
Staff if we had sufficient troops to oppose the entry of the
Germans; General Ambrosio had replied that it was quite
impossible to take any action in view of the small number
of men at our disposal, while their dispersal made a rapid
concentration impossible.

R
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Guariglia then said that he had immediately got into
touch with the British Minister to the Holy See' as well
as the American Charge d'Affaires, to find out if it was
possible to establish communication between their Govern-
ments and that of Italy. The British Minister informed us
that unfortunately his secret code was very old and almost
certainly known to the Germans and that he could not
advise us to use it for a secret communication to his
Government. The American Charge d'Affaires replied
that he had not got a secret code. M r. Osborne promised
to ak his Government for a new code which would be
absolutely safe, but at the moment it was impossible for
us to use this means of establishing communication.

On i August | received atelegram from Hitler in which
he proposed a conference at Tarvisio on 6 August in order
to examine the situation, Germany to be represented by
von Ribbentrop and Marshal Keitel. | let Guarigliaknow
immediately, and, in order not to arouse suspicions in the
minds of the Germans, we decided to agree. It wasequally
important not to arouse suspicions in the minds of the
British and Americans, and we decided to take the follow-
ing steps.

I. To send an official of the Foreign Office to Lisbon
in order to explain Italian policy to the Allied
Powers. This official was to make it clear that we
were agreeing to the conference at Tarvisio in order
to lull the suspicions of the Germans, which were
increasing every day, and in order to avoid their
taking more drastic measures against us than those
from which we were suffering at the moment. This
communication was to be forwarded to the Govern-
ments in London and Washington on 4 August.

2. To send an official of the Foreign Office to Tangier

! Now Sir D'Arcy Osborne. {Trandator,)
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to make a similar communication to the British
Minister in that town.
3. To avail ourselves of a special train, which wasleaving
for Lisbon on 12 August with some Foreign Office
- officials, to send a military mission to negotiate an
armistice.

General Ambrosio proposed that General Castellano
should be sent, accompanied by Dr. Montanari of the
Foreign Office who spoke perfect English. | explained to
General Ambrosio that General Castellano, besdes dis-
cussing the terms of the armistice, must describe the
tragedy of our position—the whole of Italy occupied by
the Germans, and the absolute necessity of immediate help
to enable us to face the inevitable and furious German
reaction.

It will be seen from this that | as Head of the Govern-
ment and Guariglia as Minister of Foreign Affairsdid not
neglect anything or lose any time in trying to explain our
policy to the Allies.

-l Lo <

The Conference took place at Tarvisio on 6 August in
an atmosphere of doubt and suspicion; it did not reach
any decisons. My insistence, supported by General
Ambrosio, that we should be allowed to bring home the
Italian divisions in Russia and the Balkans in view of the
imminent threat to the whole of Europe, was rejected.

The Allied Governments showed that they understood
and accepted Guariglia's explanation of our action. Their
press and their wireless hardly mentioned the Conference
and did not make any ill-advised comments. This repre-
sented our only positive success!

-9 < E-9
! Guarigliainformed the Cabinet what had been discussad; | decided on
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When all the questions relating to the request for an
armistice had been settled, | sent for General Ambrosio
to decide on the measures to be taken to safeguard La
Spezia, our chief naval base, from a Ger man coup de main:
to ensure that Rome would be able to offer a certain
amount of resistance we decided to concentrate in the
neighbourhood five complete divisions and, in addition,
the elements of two other divisions to be entrusted to an
energetic commander. General Garboni, who was chosen
for this post on the advice of General Ambrosio, was Chief
of the Army Staff.

In order to understand fully the subsequent defence of
Rome | think it is essential to explain exactly what steps
were taken. In agreement with the Minister of Foreign
Affairs Rome was once again declared an 'open city'.
This had been done by Mussolini, but he subsequently
ignored hisown declaration. The Germans, although they
were annoyed, did not raise any serious objections; as a
matter of fact, however, it remained a unilateral declara-
tion, never having been accepted by theBritishand Ameri-
cans. Nevertheless, we complied with all the necessary
formalities; all the military headquarters were removed
and were established outside the limits of the 'open city',
the perimeter of the protected zone being about seventeen
miles. The Swiss Minister in Rome was asked to assume
control of all the measures which we announced.

Our forces took up positions on theperimeter, and there-
fore their lines were very thin; although they could have
offered some resistance they could not beat off an armoured
this course as | knew how anxious my fdlow ministers were for news | fol-
lowed Guariglia'slong satement with a description of our military situation
and that of the German troopsin Italy. But | did not say anything about
my plans, asit was essntial for secrecy that these should be known to as few

people as possble Naturally | did not mention the geps for obtaining an
armigtice
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column. We had not enough troops to provide a more
adequate line of defence.

| and the General also drew up instructions which were
to be sent to all commanding officersin Italy and in other
theatres of war as to their line of conduct in the event of
an armistice. Wherever possble these orders were to be
carried by officers who were to arrive at the crucial
moment. General Ambrosio told me that, as such a con-
tingency had been in his mind for some time, theinstruc-
tions were almost ready and it was only necessary to give
them the final touches.

1y b= Oy

Two other events at this time made me more anxious
than ever to settle things as quickly as possible.

At the suggestion of the Germans a conference was held
at Bologna, attended by Italian and German officers, to
discuss questions relating to the positions held by German
and ltalian troops. This meeting also was held in an
atmosphere of mutual distrust and was dominated to
a certain extent by lightly veiled German threats. No
decisions were arrived at.

On 17 August the Italo-German forces, in the face of
superior numbers and equipment, were forced to aban-
don Sicily.

- e o

General Castellano reached Rome on 28 August, bring-
ing with him the terms of the armistice.> | spent a day

! General Castellano had reached Lisbon on 17 August; on 19 August
he had seen General Bedell Smith, Chief of the Allied Staffin the M editer -
ranean, Brigadier Strong, Chief of Allied Intelligence, Sir Ronald Camp-
bell, British Ambassador, and M r. Kennan, American Charge d'Affaires.
He had been handed the terms of the armistice '. . . to be accepted or re-
jected . .. Thedelay in hisreturn was caused by the necessity to wait for
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examining them mog carefully as they ssemed to me to
be very harsh and in some indances impossble to carry
out. | then went to ssetheKingto explain thesituation to
him. On 30 Augus | received General Ambrosio, General
Cadgdlano, and the Minister of Foreign Affairs in my
office and ingtructed Cagtdlano to proceed to Sicily the
following day as he had arranged with the Allied High
Command. He was to explain that Italy was not in a
position to carry out the armigice terms as her armed
forces were so much weaker than those of the Germans
and would quickly be wiped out; the Government would
conclude an armigtice when the Allies had landed at least
fifteen divisonsin a suitable locality.

General Cagdlano saw General Beddl Smith, Chief of
Staff to General Eisenhower, on 31 August. He gated that
the terms communicated in Lisbon could not be altered,
that the Italian Government could only accept or reect
them. He added that the Allies would first of all dis
embark threeor four divisonson themainland to draw off
the German forces and then a few days later the fifteen
divisons would be landed in a different place. Sx hours
before the principal landing General Eisenhower would
announce over the wirdess the acceptance of our request
for an armigtice, and immediately afterwards we were to
make a similar announcement on the wirdess

General Cagdlano tried to find out at least where the
principal landing would take place so that we might make
proper digpostions but General Beddl Smith refused to
give the dightes indication. He said in addition that if
the terms were not accepted very much heavier conditions
would be imposed on Italy, that all the cities, including

thereturn of the gpedial train; he had to spend the time in hiding for fear
that he or, even worse, the armigtice terms, might be discovered and sazed
by the Germans (Translator,)
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Rome, would be razed to the ground and all our industries
destroyed. In later confidential discussions, when it was
known that the Allies would not land north of Rome as
we wished them to do, General Castellano and General
Bedell Smith worked out a plan for the defence of the city.
It was agreed that on the night of the armistice an air-
borne division should be landed on the outskirts, while
an armoured division should disembark at the mouth of
the Tiber. '

On 1 September, after General Castellano's return from
Sicily, | held another meeting of Guariglia, Ambrosio, and
Castellano: they were all in favour of accepting the terms
proposed. | went immediately to s the King to receive
his orders and then informed Ambrosio that the armistice
was to be accepted.

Castellano returned to Sicily on 2 September, and on
3 September the armistice was signed. All the relevant
documents were brought to Rome on 5 September by
Major Marchesi who had accompanied General Castellano
to Sicily. It wes laid down that the date of the armistice
would be between 10 and 15 September, and according
to an official communication from General Bedell Smith
it would probably be 12 September. Among the docu-
ments were the orders for the airborne division, which
needed co-operation on our part, operations which would
take not less than seven days. General Ambrosio in sub-
mitting the documents therefore confirmed that we could
regard 12 September as the official date.

About 2 am. on 8 September General Carboni, the
American General Taylor, and another American officer
arrived at my house. General Taylor had come to arrange
with our High Command for the landing of the airborne
division, but as the Chief of the General Staff was absent
from Rome and would only return at 10 am. the following
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day, General Carboni on his own initiative had brought
the American officersto my house. General Taylor, a fine
soldier (he had been among the cadets | had inspected at
West Point in 1921), told me that, contrary to what had
been said, the armistice was imminent and would perhaps
be declared that very day, 8 September.

| said that for reasons of safety the airborne division
could only begin its landing on the night of 9 September
and that as he had stated it would take four or five days
to land the whole division, this operation could not coin-
cide with the principal landing if this took place on
8 September. General Carboni then said that he would
need some days to complete the issue of ammunition and
petrol to his army corps.

In view of these facts | drafted a telegram to General
Eisenhower in which, after referring to the desire of the
Italian Government to collaborate and for an opportunity
to prove its loyalty to the Allied cause, | insisted that the
armistice should be postponed till 12 September as had
originally been laid down, in theinterest of military opera-
tions. During the morning of 8 September the Chief of the
General Staff returned and prepared a communication to
the Allies asking them to modify some of the operations
and to postpone the armistice at least to 12 September.
This note, which | approved, was given to General Ross,
the Deputy Chief of the General Staff, who, after having
obtained the consent of the Allies, left at once by air for
Allied Headquarters.

L2 < <

Here | should explain that General Castellano, on his
return from Lisbon, brought with him aradio st which he
had been given by the Allied High Command, with an
American secret code. In this way we were able after
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29 August to be in constant touch with the Allied High
Command in Algiers.

At 5.30 p.m. on 8 September a telegram in code signed
by General Eisenhower arrived in which the Italian
Government was required to declare the armistice at
8 p.m. If this was not done, General Eisenhower de-
clared that the armistice signed on 3 September would no
longer be valid, and that the negotiations conducted up
to that time by the Italian Government with the Allied
High Command would be broadcast from Algiers and
London. -

| was astounded to receive this telegram. | only dis
covered very much later that the Allied High Command,
being very fully informed of the situation in Italy, was
afraid that my Government would be overthrown by the
Germans and that therefore the armistice would not take
effect. The Allied High Command wished to prevent
delay and to expedite matters.

It was a decision which entirely upset our plans and
brought us to the brink of ruin. General Eisenhower
admitted this later when on the evening of 8 September
he heard from General Ross the reasons why we insisted
that the armistice should be postponed till 12 September.
Hesaid frankly, 'I am inclined to believe that | have made
a mistake, but all that matters now is to collaborate to
the best of our ability in our common interest.” General
Eisenhower showed from that moment such an under-
standing of our needs, such compassion for the fate of our
unfortunate country, as to compensate for the troubles and
the sufferings which this hurried decision caused us.

| went immediately to the King, accompanied by the
Minister to the Royal Household, the Ministers of Foreign
Affairs, of the Army, the Navy, and the Air Force, the
Chief of the General Staff, the Deputy Chief of the Army
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General Staff (the Chief was absent on duty), General
Carboni, and Major Marchesi. It was 6,15 p.m.

General Ambrosio explained the situation, saying that
the anticipation of the armistice found our troops in the
act of taking up new positions. The Minister of the Army
and General Carboni did not believe that the British and
Americans would carry out their undertakings and, as the
German reaction might be violent, they were in favour of
rejecting the armistice. Major Marchesi pointed out the
serious harm it would do us to repudiate the conditions
signed on 3 September, even if the Allies did not entirely
fulfil their promises. The Minister of Foreign Affairs
declared that now more than ever it was essential to 'go
on totheend\ | then spoke and explained that there were
only two possble courses—either His Majesty must pub-
licly repudiate what | had done, declaring that | had
acted without his knowledge and dismiss me as Head of
the Government, or dse we must accept the conditions
imposed by the British and Americans whatever the conse-
quences might be. The King expressed the view that a
change of policy was now out of the question and that we
must acquiesce in the armistice terms.

Meanwhile our information service warned us that the
B.B.C. had broadcast a message which said that Italy had
asked for an armistice and shortly afterwards announced
that General Eisenhower had declared that the Allied
Governments had agreed to the request of the Italian
Government, It was not posshble to delay for a moment.
The meeting broke up, and | went at once to the Rome
broadcasting station and made the following announce-
ment:

Recognizing the impossibility of continuing the war in face
of the overwhelming strength of the enemy, and in order to
save the nation from further and even greater disasters, the
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Italian Government has asked General Eisenhower, Com-
mander -in-Chief of the Allied Forces, for an armistice.

Thisrequest has been acceded to.

In consequence all hogtilities by the Italian armed forces
againg the British and American forcesmust now cease. They
will, however, repel attacks from whatever quarter they
may come.

The communiqué was recorded and repeated at fre-
guent intervals.

o D oy
At the same time the Minister of Foreign Affairs

arranged toinform Berlin, Budapest, Bucharest, and Sofia
by telegram.



CHAPTER I X
FromRometo Brindisi

As it seemed desirable to give a consecutive account of
I\ so important a matter as our relations with the Allies,
| have omitted other events which were happening con-
currently as they were not relevant to my main thess. So
| must now take up again the story of the work of the
Government, of the action of the political parties, and,
finally, of our relations with the Germans.

The Government continued its policy of theelimination
of Fascism energetically at the centre and at a Slower pace
in the provinces, owing to the difficulties created by the
appointment of the new prefects.

Buozzi and Roveda, a socialist and a communist, were
nominated as heads of the workers' syndicates, and their
intervention in the cities in the north served to restrain
the hotheads. The Committee of Judges, which was to
deal with the casss of graft and peculation, had already
begun its work, and it was hoped that after proper con-
sideration it would arrive at concrete results. Men chosen
with great care were appointed as directors of the semi-
state organizations, the banks, and other large concerns.

The Government received information, which imme-
diately spread like wildfire, that ageneral strikewas being
organized as a protest against the continuation of the war.
This was to take place on i September. When | consulted
the heads of the various political parties they unanimously
. declared that they had not organized the strike, and they
immediately said that they would publish a manifesto
urging the workers to pay no attention to propaganda
which came from the enemies of the country. The mani-
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festo appeared in the press on 30 and 31 August, and the
strike did not take place.

It was quite clear who was planning this blow to the
maintenance of order; the Nazis wanted to prove that at
this critical moment the Italian Government could not
govern; they wanted to bring about its downfall and then
to organize the nomination of a new government entirely
subservient to Germany, or else the appointment of a
government composed of Fascist and German elements.

As the plan did not succeed, the Germans decided that
it would be easier and more profitable to strike at the
existing Government by the elimination of its Head. On
the morning of 2 September, as soon as | arrived at my
office, the Chief of our Information Service came to assure
me that the S.S. in Rome were going to assassinate me.
Thisnews was shortly afterwards confirmed by the General
Commanding the Carabinieri and by the Chief of Police,
H. E. Sensi. They told me that the attack was to be
carried out when | was leaving or entering my house.
Mussolini had favoured the establishment in Rome of this
German police force under a certain Dolman. Sens told
me he had not been able to find out the exact number of its
agents, but they certainly amounted to over 6,000. They
had occupied hotels and private premises to which no one
was admitted, but he had been able to plant some reliable
informers among them.

| thought the only solution was to tell the German
authorities that | knew what was being planned. | there-
fore sent Guariglia to the German Embassy to denounce
the conspiracy and to tell the German Ambassador that |
should leavetheViminal e Palace at twelvenoon punctual ly
and the route | should follow in returning to my house.
So if an attack was made on'me all the world would know
that the Germans were responsible.
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This had the desired effect; no attack was made. The
next day atelegram arrived from von Ribbentrop in which
he declared that the whole thing was purely imaginary as
theforeign policy of Ger many was directed only by Hitler.
He asked for the names of the informers. An attempt at
assassnation was therefore one of the activities which
came under the heading of 'foreign policy'.

< < <

As | had foreseen, von Mackensen did not long remain
Ambassador in Italy and was recalled to Germany. He
was succeeded by Rahn who had been Gauleiter in
Bohemia where he had become famous for his ruthless
oppression. He came to sse me and engaged me in a long
discusson. He began by saying that the fall of Mussolini
and the destruction of the Fascist Party had angered the
Fuhrer as they menaced the existence of National Social-
ism which he regarded as the direct outcome of Fascism.
Rahn also said that in Ger many there was now the greatest
distrust of Italy and of the Italian Government of which
| was Head. The only way to lessen this distrust was by
taking immediately three important and decisive seps.
Accordingly he suggested that | should: (I) suspend all
action against former members of the Fascist Party; (2)
hand over the command of all the Italian armed forces to
Marshal Rommel, who was in command of the German
troops in Italy; (3) not offer any opposition to the
Marshal's plans. He did not wish to turn all Italy into
a battlefield, but to concentrate his forces on a line
between La Spezia and Rimini, there to give battle to
the invader:

Naturally my answer was a complete refusal. | told
him that the Government by its elimination of Fascism
was only carrying out the clearly expressed wish of the
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Italian people, who were determined to have nothing
more to do with that corrupt tyranny. Asfor Rommel's
strategic plan, | observed that this was entirely opposed
to the ideas so many times expressed by Marshal Kessal-
ring (up to that moment commanding German troops in
Italy) who wanted to defend the peninsula step by step,
and that—anyhow—we would never agree to abandoning
two-thirds of our territory without fighting. Rahn asked
me to think over the facts he had stated, declaring that
he would come and see me again for further discussons.
But events did not allow him to pay me this unwelcome
visit.
- ] il

There was another episode at this time to which | must
refer in passing.

One morning (I do not remember the exact date) the
sensational news spread through Rome that Hitler had
been killed. There were always a great many German
troops on leave in Rome and almost all of them began
noisy and joyful demonstrations, shouting, kissing each
other, and fraternizing gaily with our men. It was un-
doubtedly a quite spontaneous demonstration and only
suppressed by tanks with machine-guns which very soon
were driving through the streets in every direction.

-y -~ Lo

| have already explained that | had given ordersto the
Chief of the General Staff to prepare suitable instructions
for the various commands on the action to be taken if we
succeeded in obtaining an armistice. These instructions
were not to be sent out in advance to prevent their falling
into the hands of the Germans. But on the morning of
3 September it seemed to me inadvisable to wait any
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longer and | held a meeting in my office of the Ministers
of Foreign Affairs, the Army, Navy, and Air Force; after
explaining the situation | gave orders to proceed at once
with the communication of these instructions so that all the
commanding officers might know what actiontotake. The
Chief of Staff said that some days previously he had on his
own responsibility sent the orders secretly to the Generals
Commanding in Sardinia and Corsica, and that hewould
send similarly to the Headquarters of the Army Group on
the Eastern Front. | once again discussed with General
Ambrosio the defence of Rome, because | wanted to be
certain that it was properly organized, and he assured me
that General Carboni had the matter well in hand. He
had instructed Carboni that if unforeseen circumstances
obliged the Government and the military chiefs to quit the
city he was to assume the command of the divisions out-
side as well as inside the city and to conduct the defence.
This s&t my mind at rest and | was sure that everything
possible had been done to prepare for the very grave situa-
tion in which we should undoubtedly find ourselves

bl o bl

On the evening of 8 September, after | had read my
proclamation of the armistice over the wireless, | went
straight to the Ministry of War. | was convinced that in
order to forestall a probable attack by the SS. it would
be advisable to take up my quarters there together with
the royal family and the Chief of the General Staff. The
Minister of War had given orders for a strong detach-
ment of troops to be on duty inside and outside the build-
ing to protect it from a possble German attack. From it
| could also communicate by telephone or wireess with

! For his own account of his actions see General Carboni's book,
L'Armigticio e la Defesa di Roma, Veritd e Menzogne. (Trandator,)
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everyone. After eating some food | went to lie down in
a room which had been prepared for me, for | was com-
pletely worn out by the emotions of the day. At 4 a.m.
| was awakened because there was serious news, and in
another room | found the Minister of War, the Chief of
the General Staff, and the Chief of the Army Staff, General
Roatta. Roatta described to me in the gloomiest terms
the situation of our troops who were being violently
attacked by armoured detachments and German para-
chute contingents; they were already engaged in an in-
decisive action at the Porta S. Paolo." He was of opinion
that, given the strength of the attack, the defence could
not last very much longer, and therefore to avoid the
capture of the King, the royal family, and the Govern-
ment it was necessary that we should leave immediately
by the one route which was still open, the Via Tiburtina,?

General Roatta added that to prevent grave damage
to the city, and the troops being defeated in scattered
encounters, he had given orders to General Carboni to
concentrate his forces and to fall back on Tivoli, wherethe
nature of the ground would allow of a much more effica-
cious defence. General Ambrosio made no comment on
Roatta's statement.

It was a momentous decision which | had to take and
| had to take it in the utmost haste. | had to consider
all the factors. For me one question was of capital im-
portance and overmastered all the others—that was the
necessity to maintain at all cogs a close and continuous
contact with the Allies, so that the armistice, signed by my
orders by General Castellano, might continue in operation.
Aslong asit did so Italy would be treated not as an enemy
nation, but as a nation which had solemnly declared her

! The gate by the Protestant Cemetery. (Trandator.)
2 By the Porta S. Lorenzo. {Translator,)



82 Italy in the Second World War

intention to make common cause with the British and
Americans. If the Government remained in Rome its
capture would be inevitable and the Germans would
rapidly substitute a Fascist Government who would re-
pudiate the armistice. This disaster must be avoided at
all codgs, for it would mean the complete ruin of Italy.

That my belief was correct was shown later by events
in Hungary. In that country Admiral Horthy, having
proclaimed an armistice in the morning, was immediately
arrested by the Germans and obliged to cancel his former
announcement and to declare that Hungary would con-
tinue the war. Everyone knows the terrible consequences
of that declaration for his unfortunate country.

There was another vital question—the fate of Rome.
Everything possble for the defence of the capital had
been done, but the situation described by General Roatta
did not admit of any delay. It was essential to take an
immediate decision so as to avoid the struggle spreading
to the centre of the city with the inevitable result of fire
and ruin.

All these considerations brought me to one conclusion—
it wasto leave at all cogsand try toreach the south so as
to remain in touch with the Allies.

But this decision, although it was logical and indisput-
able, was so repugnant to my feelings as a soldier that it
caused me the greatest suffering. How would my desert-
ing the scene of the fighting be regarded? Would the
people understand the need for my departure or would
they attribute it to the most despicable motives? But this
internal struggle did not last long. My record as a soldier
would show that my action was not the result of unworthy
motives. Every personal consideration must be disre-
garded and the supreme interest of my country must be
paramount.
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| said that | approved of the orders given by General
Roatta and that | had decided to leave Rome by the
Via Tiburtina.

In General Ambrosio's presence | told General Sorice'
immediately toinform all the ministerswhat | had decided
and named Pescara as the place of meeting. Having given
these orders | went down to the apartment where the
royal family had spent the night and communicated to
the King my determination to leaveer Rome and try to
reach Pescara by the Via Tiburtina. | did not conceal
from him that it was impossible to foresee what would
happen and that it was quite possible, even probable, that
we should all be captured during thejourney.

The King did not make any objection, but it must be
clearly understood that | alone was responsible for the
decision to go to Pescara.

General Ambrosio, who was in charge of the military
operations, was present at this conversation; he told me
that he still had some orders to give and that he would
follow us.

< < e

Perhaps | may be allowed to refer here to one family
matter. My son Mario, formerly Consul-General in
Tangier, was with me. Without any official post he had
helped me very much, both in maintaining the closest
touch with the representatives of all the political parties,
in receiving large numbers of people, and in discussing
with me in the evening all the news he had gathered
during the day.

He was with me at the Ministry of War on the night
of 8-9 September, and when | decided to leave Rome |
ordered him to stay in the city as it was so likely that |

' ! The Minister of War. {Trandlator.) -
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should not succeed in escaping. Many people know what
he did during the months between September and April
and | will only say that | am proud of him. On Easter
Monday he was arrested through the treachery of a Fascist
and was taken to Germany.

<> Lo <

We got intofivemotor-cars and went straight to Tivoli.
At least three times we were stopped at control posts, but
we were allowed to proceed. Tanks were on the road
driving towards Rome, but though we believed that they
belonged to the MilitiaDivision, we were not sure because
we heard loud shouts in German.

We finally arrived at Crecchio and were the guests of
the Duke and Duchess di Bovino, and here the Minister
of the Navy joined us. He said that he had wirelessed to
Pola and Taranto to send the cruiser Scipione VAfricano and
two corvettes to Pescara, but he did not know whether
these orders had been received and if they had been,
whether it would be possible for them to be carried out.

In the afternoon we arrived at the airport of Pescara
to be followed by General Ambrosio. | asked him for
news of the Minister of War and he said that he had |eft
Soricein his office very much excited, but he thought that
the Minister wouldjoin us. At the same time some aero-
planes under the command of Colonel Ranieri arrived,
but of the cruiser and the two corvettes there was no sign.

We could not leave in the aeroplanes because the Queen
had heart trouble and could not fly. But it was absurd to
remain at Pescara for the Germans could reach it without
the slightest trouble. Finally, an aeroplane which | had
sent on a reconnaissance flight to the north reported that
there was a corvette about fifty miles distant, steaming
south. Weembarked in her at midnight—theroyal family,
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I, the Ministers of the Navy and the Air Force, the Chief
of the General Staff, and my most faithful private secre-
tary, Lieut.-Colonel Valenzano, who had been at my side
ever since 1935, sharing with me good and evil fortune.
Neither the Minister of War nor any other Cabinet
Minister hadjoined us. Inthis cockleshell, which was the
corvette Baionetta, we steamed south without the slightest
idea where we could drop anchor.

Arrived at Bari we saw a German reconnaissance plane
which circled over us for about twenty minutes at a
prudent distance, sending out wireless signals all the time.
Perhaps surprised at seeing so many people on the upper
deck, she was calling for other planes to come and attack
us. Finally we arrived at Brindisi and having sent for
Admiral Rubartelli, the Admiral of the Port, we learned
that there were at Brindisi a certain number of men of an
Italian Coastal Division, and at the moment there was no
sign of German or British and American troops.

We disembarked and the sailors gave us a great recep-
tion, cheering the King and me.

At last we were ashore, in the city which was the first
capital of the new Italy.

-l < <

| have no reports which enable me to express an opinion
on the conduct of the various commands at the time of the
armistice. Fragmentary and unsubstantiated rumours do
not tempt me to give any judgements. It is necessary to
remember the difficulties in which these commands found
themselves and the aggressiveness and bad faith of many
of the German officers. | hope that theinquiry which will
certainly be held will take these special circumstances into
account. Ifin some cases weakness was shown, | am sure
that there will prove to be many examples of personal
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initiative, of heroism and sdf-sacrifice for the sake of the
country.

Lo <> <

The first Allied landing with very small forces took
place at the extreme south of Calabria.

The principal landing was made at Salerno.

Neither the airborne divison nor the armoured divison
promised for the defence of Rome appeared on the scene



PART 11

CHAPTER X
First Days at Brindis

HE first difficulty to be overcome at Brindisi was that

of finding accommodation. The royal family was
housed in the admiral's quarters, while everyone else,
including the Head of the Government, was crowded into
some small barracks belonging to the crews of the sub-
marines. A very simple mess was organized to which
everybody belonged and where the meals were served at
three sittings. .

General Ambrosio and General Roattaimmediately set
about concentrating at Brindisi all the troops engaged in
coastal defence, and with these and the naval forces avail -
able a defensive line was organized. It was known that
the Germans were still at Gioai del Colle, at Matera, and
at Bari.

The situation in which | found myself at Brindisi was
almost desperate. Only the Ministers for the Navy and
for Air were with me, so | immediately sent for H. E.
Innocenti, the Prefect of Taranto, who set up an Office
of Internal Affairs, of which | shall have moreto say later.
M aking use of the American wireless, which fortunately
we had brought from Rome, | was able to get into touch
at once with General Eisenhower's headquarters at Algiers
and inform him that the King and | had been obliged to
leave Rome and that we had taken refuge in Brindisi. |
begged him to send a staff officer so that we could be
certain of maintaining communications.



88 Italy in the Second World War

General Eisenhower replied immediately, saying that
he was sending a commission under the British General
Sir Frank Mason-MacFarlane and that meanwhile, with
the troops at my disposal, | was to guarantee the security
of the ports, of the means of communication, and of the
aerodromes, as well as providing the workmen needed to
handle the large quantities of supplies which would be
landed at the harbours in Puglia.

We had no means of communication with the remainder
of Italy. '"RadioBari' was so weak that it could hardly be
heard in Rome, so we decided to issue two proclamations,
one signed by the King and the other by me, explaining
briefly what had happened and our decision to fight beside
the Alliesfor theliberation of I taly from the Ger man yoke.
Copies of these proclamations were dropped with great
enthusiasm by our pilots on every ltalian city, including
Rome.

In order to have some information as to what was
happening in Italy and the rest of the world, | ordered
General Ambrosio to organize a sysem for picking up
foreign broadcasts, and to issue a news bulletin. The
Minister for Air gave valuable help to this undertaking.
In this way we heard of the creation of a Republican
Fascist Government, of the liberation of Mussolini, which
was carried out by German parachute troops dropped in
the vicinity of Campo Imperatore, and of the assumption
by General Graziani of the command of the Republican
armed forces.

| immediately sst up my private secretariat; it con-
-gsted of only a handful of people, all of whom showed the
same spirit of sdf-sacrifice and capacity for hard work as
my inseparable Valenzano. With personnel provided by
General Ambrosio we created the first nucleus of a propa-
ganda organization which sa about the task of sending out
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daily wirdess bulletins. Meanwhile two members of the
Foreign Office, Signor Grillo and Signor Stampa, arrived,
having walked from Rome, and | was delighted to hand
over to them the most urgent problems in foreign affairs.
Shortly afterwards Dr. Montanari joined us and with his
perfect knowledge of English he was my most invaluable
and trusted interpreter.

Jung' came in an English aeroplane from Palermo; |
knew that he was a financial expert and a most patriotic
man, ready to make any sacrifice for the sake of his
country. Gathering asssants where he could, he suc
ceeded in a short time in creating the essential financial
services which were so warmly praised by the Allies. |
cannot speak too highly of Jung's work; | can only say,
'"He deserved well of the State.' :

Piccardi, the Minister of Industry and Commer ce, made
his way first to Naples and then rejoined the Gover nment
at Brindisi. The post of Minister of War was held for the
moment by the Chief of the General Staff, General
Ambrosio. Signor Mario Fano, a highly trained electrical
engineer, succeeded in making his way from northern
Italy, while among the generals | had with me was Di
Raimondo, the railway expert. So with the help of these
two | st up a Ministry of Communications divided into
sections responsiblefor railways and posts and telegraphs.

< -3 <

On 11 September the following message signed by
Churchill and Roosevelt reached me, having been relayed
from Algiers. :

! The head of a well-known Sicilian Jewish banking family; he had
served with distinction as an artillery officer in the First World War. He
was Minister of Finance under Mussolini in the early days of Fascism.
(Trandator.)
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Marshal :

It has fallen to you in the hour of your country's agony to
take the first decisive step to win peace and freedom for the
" Italian people and to win back for Italy an honourable place
in the civilization of Europe. . . . The German terror in Italy
will not last long. They will be extirpated from your land and
you, by helpinginthisgreat surge of liberation, will place your-
sdves once more among the true and long-proved friends of
your country from whom you have been so long estranged.
Take every chance you can. Strike hard and strike home. All
will come out well. March forward with your American and
British friends in the great world movement toward freedom,
justice, and peacel!
| replied immediately in the following terms;

Everything possible will be done with the same courage and
tenacity that we both showed on the fields of battle in Italy
and in France during the last world war. | can assure you that
the Italian people, under their King, ardently desire at the
cost of any sacrifice to obtain liberty and ajust peace. They
will not fail manfully to do their duty and more than their duty
on every occasion. We have faith and we will march with you,
our American and English friends.

< < <

General Mason-MacFarlane, with General Taylor and
a staff of about twenty officers, now arrived and took up
their headquarters at the International Hotel. 1 thus got
to know General Mason-MacFarlane and worked with
him on the most friendly terms for many months. A
distinguished Scotsman, the master of many languages,
with an accurate mind, he was an expert in European
politics and politicians, having held important posts in
almost every European country. He was full of sympathy
with our unhappy position and did everythingin his power

! Official text, released by the White House and printed in the New York
Times u September 1943.
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to help us to overcome our difficulties, and supported our
requests to the Allied Governments. From being the Chief
of the Allied Liaison Commission, he became the Chief
of the Allied Control Commission of which | shall have
something to say at a later stage.

During our first talk | discussed with him the necessity
of my getting into touch with our representatives abroad
by means of the British embasses and legations, so that
we could send and receive direct communications. The
General agreed and s, despite many difficulties and in-
credibledelays, | found out that with very few defectionsthe
whole of our diplomatic and consular corps had remained
loyal to the King's Government. | aso heard that the
Germans and Japanese had imprisoned all our representa-
tives in Germany and Japan and in all the countries
occupied by these two powers. It makes me very happy
to be able to tell my fellow countrymen of the loyal and
courageous conduct of practically all our officials abroad,
who, notwithstanding the annoyances, the bad treatment,
and the threats of reprisals against their families, followed
the path of duty and of honour.

General Mason-MacFarlane also agreed to provide
transport from Lisbon to Brindisi for our Minister, Signor
Prunas, a most devoted and experienced diplomat. |
made him Secretary General for Foreign Affairs and with
the help of about thirty young officials, who had escaped
with considerable danger and difficulty from the Foreign
Office in Rome, he sgt up a Ministry for Foreign Affairs
which worked admirably.

o < <

The Anglo-American political representatives had
arrived with General Mason-MacFarlane—Macmillan,!

! The Rt. Hon. Harold Macmillan, Minister Resident at Allied Head-
quartersin NW. Africa. {Trandator.)
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Caccia,! Murphy,? and Riber.®> With them | discussed
what | had achieved: ports, aerodromes, and means of
communication had been rendered secure; dockers had
been provided at every port capable of handling 5,000 to
15,000 tons of supplies a day; workmen were keeping the
roads in order and repairing the railways. But | added
that while I knew that the provision of man-power was
essential, thisalonewas not at all satisfactory totheltalians,
who were longing to fight to free their country from the
Germans.

| pointed out to them that it was certalnly truethat in
the so-called 'Quebec document' it was clearly stated that
the conditions of the armistice did not envisage the active
assigance of Italy in the war. But, | added, the document
also laid down that any modifications of the conditions
depended on the amount of support given by the Italian
Government and peopletothe Alliesduring theremainder
of the war. Moreover, the document affirmed that the
Allied nations would give the Italian armed forces all
possible assstance whenever they attacked the Germans,
destroyed Ger man supplies, or obstructed the movement of
Germantroops. | told theAllied representativesthat | had
consequently telegraphed to General Eisenhower asking for
permission for Italian troopsto take part in the struggle.

At the same time | submitted to them a problem which
was of the greatest importance to me; how could | raise
the morale of the Italian people after so many disasters,
if | was only in possession of the military terms of the
armistice which had been signed by General Castellano
on 3 September, while | was still entirely ignorant of the

(Tl Major Caccia, a British officer, member of an Anglo-Florentine family.
ator.)
{Mr Robert Murphy, American Minigter attached to General Eisn-
ogver 'sgaff. (Trandator.
Amerlcan asidant to M r. Murphy. (Trangator.)
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political and administrative clauses? | then made them
read the message from Churchill and Roosevelt in which
it was clearly stated that now that we had taken our former
place by the sde of the Allies we must march with our
English and American friends against the common enemy.
| told them that | had replied giving the very fullest
assurances of our determination to march with them, and
as this message had been signed by the Heads of the two
Governments, it could not be regarded simply as a piece
of propaganda but was a precise and binding under-
taking to which | had adhered without any reservations.
| concluded by saying that if they regarded Mussolini and
Fascism as r