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FOREWORD.

The Romance of Love has always been an interest-
ing and attractive topic in Litcrature, whether in the
East or in the West. Divine Love, which is perfect and
unsullied, becoming imperfect, like all other things in
Creation, gives rise to many grades of love, ranging
from the instinct of love in the lowest insect as in the
highest human being to that highest flow of ecstatic love
which associaties the human being with God. Even in
the display of the instinct of love among the human
beings, there are several grades and shades. The love
of man for woman is one of such grades of human love.

It is this love that is the mains-tay of Dramatic
Literature in general. The Dramatic works of Kalidasa,
for example, teem with examples of the romance of love.
The Dramatic works of Shakespearc are almost all of
them bascd  on love, I the romance of love ends in a
happy umon, the drama becomes a Comedy. Else it
becomes a Tragedy. The extreme point of such a tragic
end to love 15 seen 1n Othello.

While in the West, the romance of love plays a
pronunent part in hterature and life, in India, the
romance of love is, to a great extent, regulated by
distinct Jaws.  Music and Dance, noble and divine arts,
which are the concomitants of love, unfortunately came
to be associated in India, until recently, with a section
of people whouse private lives were of questionable
rectitude. A\ new awalening has now come over the



country and several of the men and the women of that
class have revolted against such an association of life
with art. The finest example of such a character is
seen in the heroine of this play, Sugunavati. She is a
good musician, a fine dancer and an educated and cultu-
red woman. Kubera, «the God of Wealth, and Man-
matha, the God of Beauty and romantic love, try to
win the favour of the heroine, and the heroine chooses
the God of Beauty and Love, poor as He is, in prefegﬁce
to the God of Wealth. Itis the love of wealth that
makes this class of women associate the divine arts of
music and dancing with low life. Sugunavati shuns
wealth and weds pure beauty and love.

Apart from this aspect of the paly, which is very
interesting and 1s written in easy and chaste Teluguy,
without bemng too classical or too colloquial, the point
stressed by the author is the great fact that Culture,
which 1 associated with Beauty and Love, or Sweetness
and Light, as Matthew Arnold puts it, is more valua-
ble for the happiness of life than wealth. The ills of
modern civilisation have been summarised by the great
critic of life and hater of shams, Thomas Carlyle, in
two terms, Dilettantism and Mammonism, Idleness and
Adbarmic quest for wealth, Kubera fails and learns
tle lesson in the presence of God Bhimalingesvara of
that great Kshetra, Draksharam, near Rajahmundry,
the great centre of Andhra Culture.

_ Other lessons are also imparted in the play, which
Bo to show that the contact of Indian Literature with



10

English Literature, which has brought a Renaissance in
our Literature, is attempting to create a new angle of
vision in our outlook on life, which we do need very
sorely at the present time, when, with the basic Vedic
Civilisation of our Motherland, we have to combine
harmoniously, the cultural aspects of Western civilisation
and literature, so as to evolve a New India in the near
future, worthy of playing a noble part in the world
civilisation of the future, when the whole world israpidly
undergoing a process of reconstruction on a spiritual
basis, after the debacle of the Great War, in Europe,
even as a reconstruction of Indian life and culture
followed the Great War on the battlefield of Kurukshetra.,

The play “Kubera Pathanam” is worth perusal
both as a work of art and as an exposition of the true
ideals of life. The author has told me that he had
Shakespeare's Cymbeline in his mind, when he construct.
ed the plot of this play. Manohara and Sugunavati do
remind us forcibly of Tosthumus and Imogen. The
ideal of life exhibited by Chandravadana, the mother of
Sugunavati, does look like that of Cvmbeline, regarding
the marriage of Imogen. But the structure and the
basic idea of the two plots differ, as they necessarily
must, because of the fundamental difference in the
conditions of social life displayed in Cymbeline and in
this play. lmogen belongs to high society, with deep
culture, while Sugunavali bclongs by birth to a low
society, but by reason of her culture, she revolts against
the evil custom of prostitution, and fojlows a high ideal
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of life, not ordinanlly associated with her birth and
social rank. So the parallel cannot be pressed too far.
However, the ideal of married hife and of the status of
the woman in society set forth in this play is on a par
with the 1deal set forth in Cymbeline. In thesc days
when our women are showing a keen desire to rise to the
height of their true womanhood, the play must indeed
afford very interesting reading. Equality and Freedom
have been the assets of the Hindu woman from the Vedic
Age to the present day, though, owing to wrong notions
of Ife and culture, many Hindu women have unfortu-
nately come  to feel that today their status is low and
unworthv of their glotious  past.  And  rightly so; the
apparent {all m status of the Hindu woman today 1s not
due to the loss of Dharmia in the woman, for she is
happily still the custodian of our Vedic Dharma, but it
is due to the fall in the Dharma of man, in the present
age, as the result of the economic, social and political
nusfortunes to which he has been subjected for several
centuries. \When our men regain a knowledge of Vedic
Dharina and practise it in life, our women ought to
regain their glorious status of the past. It will not be
then a casc of revolt against the tyranny of custom, as
n the case of Sugunavati, but a loving return to the
ancient path of Dharma, as displayel in the Veda,

RaJﬂhm“ndfy’} N. K. VENKATESANM PANTULU, M.AL, LT,

10—1—1935, Professor of English.
. Government (Arts) College,
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2

Mr. Nanjunda Rao has used poetry in places.
A few of the verses decidedly show that the author
has a good flow: .....cc.cvees e a vreonon senseanes SR

In the employment of prose Mr. Nanjunda -
Rao has followed the tradition set up by the late
Vedam Venkataraya Sastry and has employed
colloquialism in places- 1If, however, the author
had avoided making Gods his characters, he might
have had more facility for the use of the spoken
dialect and he would have been truer to his own
expressed desire to depict common life. Even in the
case of a character like Sugunavathi, who is cultured
and polished, the use of the Grandhic style; though
in keeping with the said tradition seems a little too
pedantic.

Fairly standardised colloquy would seem to
be proper.

“ The Hindu. "

-—-———O_______
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