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PREFACE

T HE writer of a Greek history which is intended for the
use of sthools meets with a difficulty at the outset:
the book must be short. Obvioudy not many details can be
given, and many matters of interest must be entirely omitted,
Greek history, moreover, is the history, not of one, but of
many states. It is therefore extremely difficult to focus the
attention upon one point alone. In writing this book | have
attempted to secure some sene of unity in two ways: in the*
first place | have tried to group facts, often regardless of
geography and chronology, round some congpicuous subject,
auch as colonisation or tyranny; in the second | have en*
deavoured to bring facts into relation with the leading state
of a particular period, such as Athens or- Macedonia. The
inevitable result is that the less important and less known
states are unduly neglected. But the limits of space and the
necessty of unity will not allow it to be otherwise. However,
a full index of names and subjects has been provided, and,
by the careful use of this, a boy who really works should be
ableto gain afair amount of information about some of the
minor states and about many of the details of Greek life.

In"the spelling of proper names | have followed no fixed
rule. It sems to me that to adhere conssently to the
original Greek spelling savours somewhat of pedantry. | have
therefore generally adopted the ordinary English speling
which has come to us through Latin. The chief exception
isthat | haveretained ei instead of the Latin e where | think
that its ue is a help to pronunciation. The usual English
pronunciation is shown in the index.



vi PREFACE

The maps show almost every place that is mentioned in
the book, and care has been taken to exclude those that are
not mentioned. All the maps were drawn roughly in the
first place by me, and then properly executed by the University
Press. | hope that the drawing of rough contours may lead
to the intelligent use of the maps.

The suggedtions at the end of each chapter are not meant
to form an exhaustive list of questions. They will serve their
purpose if they indicate that to read a chapter and to study it
are two very different things.

The illustrations have been borrowed from many sources,
all of which are, | hope, duly acknowledged in the proper
place. But here, too, | wish to express my hearty thanks to
those who have so kindly given me permisson to reproduce.
In particular would | acknowledge my obligation to the English
Photographic Co. of Athens, and to Dr A, H. Cooke for a
number of his own excelent photographs.

Finally I must express my thanks to the Syndics of the
University Press for entrusting me with the work, and to all
the officials of the Press for their great assstance and their
courtesy in meeting my wishes. Especially would | thank for
their valuable advice and their labour in reading the proofs,
Mr D. G. Hogarth, Mr G.V. Carey, Mr M. A. Lewis, and,
above all, Dr A. H. Cooke.

C. D. EDMONDS.

ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE,
OSBORNE.
July 1914,



CONTENTS

CHAPTER |

PAGE

THE GEOGRAPHY OF GREECE
The influence of geography upon higory—The Aegean Sea as
a centre—Gresce: (a) Northern Gresoe, (b) Central Greece
(c) Pdoponnese—Effects of geographical conditions.

CHAPTER 1
AEGEAN CIVILISATION

Recent discoveries—The Stone Age—The Bronze Age—Crete—
Cnossus—Mincan dress and armour—T hetown—Writing—
Country life—The ssa—Minoan empire—Rdigion—Burial
—Fall of Cnosus

CHAPTER I'I']
THE HEROIC AND HOMERIC AGE

TheDark Ages—Thenorthern invaders—The Gresks, or Hellenes
—ThePhrygians—The Achaean invason—The Trojan war
—Homer—Homeric life—The Dorian invason—The migra-
tions

CHAPTER IV
THE AGE OF COLONISATION

Revival of progpeity—Commerda ocatres: (a) Asia Minor.
(b) Greece—Pdlitical and sodal causess of colonisation—
Opportunity for odonisatior—Cadonies in the Aegean—
Cdonies in the Black Sea—Cdonies in Italy—Colonies in
Sdly—Cdlonies in Gaul and Spain—Colonies in Africa—
Character of Gresk coolonies—Pan-Hdlenisn—Ddphi—
Olympia.

a5

17

27



viii CONTENTS

CHAPTER V
PA GE
THE RISE OF SPARTA 42

Lack of records—Dorians in Argolis—Pheidon—Struggles of
Sparta and Argos — Messenia — First Messenian war —
Second Messenian war—Sparta—Lycurgus—The _Spartan
constitution—Education—Perioeci and Helots—Efficiency—
Spartan conquests : Messenian wars—Alliance with Elis—
Argiveand Arcadian war s—Spartan reputation.

+

CHAPTER VI
TYRANNY 54

M onar chy, aristocracy, and oligar chy—Growth of wealth—Party
grife and codes of law—Oligarchy of wealth—Tyranny—
Character of tyrants—Sicy on—Cleisthenes—Megara—Thea-
genes—Corinth—Cypselus—Periander—Polycrates of Samos
—Sicily : Phalaris of Acragas—Thero—Gelo of Syracuse—
The battle of Himera—Hiero.

CHAPTER VI
THE EARLY HISTORY OF ATHENS 70

The importance of Athens — Attica— Theseus — Decline of
monar chy—M isgover nment of the nobles—Cylon's conspiracy
—Draco — Discontent—Solon—The " Seisachtheia” —The
new congitution—Solon's travels.

CHAPTER VIII
THE RISE OF ATHENS 79

Peisistratus—First "tyranny of Peisstratus—Second and third
tyrannies—Hippias—Expulsion of Hippias—New parties—
Cleisthenes—Danger of Athens—Peloponnesian invasion—
War against Thebes and Chalcis—War against Aegina—
Congtitution of Cleisthenes—Persia and Athens.



CONTENTS

CHAPTER 1IX

PAGE

IONIA AND PERSIA

The Asiatic Greeks—L ydia—Croesus—Destruction of Nineveh—
The Medes and Persians—Median empire—Persian empire:
Cyrus—Fall of Sardis—Persian conquest of lonia—Death of
Cyrus—Cambyses—Pseudo-Smer dis—Darius—Organisation
of Persa—Scythian expedition—The lonian revolt—Hero-
dotus—The burning of Sardis—Failure of the revolt—Battle
of Lade—Fall of Miletus.

CHAPTER X
MARATHON

Expedition of Mardonius— Second expedition — Marathon —
Pheidippides—Miltiades—The postion at Marathon—The
battle—The attempt upon Athens—After the battle—The
effect of the battle—Fate of Miltiades—Death of Darius—
Death of Cleomenes—War with Aegina—Themistocles—
Naval expanson—Aristeides.

CHAPTER XI
THERMOPYLAE AND SALAMIS

Xerxes—Preparations for invason—The army of Xerxes—Greek
preparations—Start of Xerxes—Xerxes and Thessaly —
Thermopylae to be held—Artemisium also to be held—
Battle of Thermopylae—Battle of Artemisium—Retreat of
the Greeks to Salamis—Advance of Xerxes—The Greek
council of war—Xerxes council—The trick of Themistocles
—Battle of Salamis—Retreat of the Persians.

CHAPTER XI1I
PLATAEA

The Greeks still in danger—Intrigues of Mardonius—Invasion of
Mardonius—Sparta stirred to action—Battle of Plataea—The
spoils—Punishment of traitors—Effects of the battle—Causes
of the Persian failure—The new Greece.

92

104

113

130



X CONTENTS

CHAPTER X111

PAGE

THE GROWTH OF ATHENIAN POWER 140
Battle of Mycale—Stupidity of Sparta—Conduct of Pausanias—
Conduct of L eotychidas—Spartan troubles in the Peloponnese
—Rebuilding of Athens—Themistocles and the walls—The
Peiraeus—Themistocles the foe of Sparta— Ostracism of
Themistocles—His condemnation and death — Aristeides
founds the Confederacy of Delos—Cimon leader of the
Confederates—Battles of the Eurymedon—The Confederacy

becomes an Athenian empire—Ostracism of Cimon.

CHAPTER XIV
THE ATHENIAN EMPIRE UNDER PERICLES 150

Pericles—Comparison of Athenian and British empires—Foreign
policy of aggresson—TheL ongWalls—W ar—Fall of Aegina
—War with Sparta: Tanagra—War with Thebes: Oenophyta
—Raids on the Pdoponnese—Disaster in Egypt—Death of
Cimon and peace with Persia—Revolt of Boeotia and Phocis
—Revolt of Euboea and Megara—The Thirty Years Peace
—Development of Athenian naval power: (a) The tribute.
(b) The "cleruchies'. (c) Revolt of Samos—Domestic policy:
(a) Payment for public service, (b) Doles, (c) Public build-
ings—Sources of revenue.

CHAPTER XV
ATHENIAN LIFE 160
L it

The Acropolis—The Pnyx—The Agora—The gymnasium—The
theatre—A dinner-party.

CHAPTER XVI
THE OUTBREAK OF THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR 173

The real cause of the Peloponnesian war—Special causes—The
quarrel oi Corinth and Corcyra—Battle of Sybota—Revolt of
Potidaea—The Pedoponnesans decide for war—Thucydides
—Character of Greek warfare—Features of the Peloponnesian
war.



CONTENTS i

CHAPTER XVII
PAGE
THE FIRST PART OF THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR 179

Outbreak of hostilities—The Theban attempt upon Plataca—
Invasion of Attica—Athenian raids—T he plague at Athens—
Unpopularity of Pericles—Attacks upon Pericles friends—
Death of Pericles—Spartan siege of Plataea—Revolt of
L esbos—Phormio in the Corinthian Gulf—Athenian triremes
and seamanship—First battle of Naupactus—Second battle
—Demosthenes in Aetolia and Acarnania—Pylos—Cleon—
Athenian activity—Battle of Delium—Affairsin Chalcidice—
Brasidas—Success of Brasidas—Death of Cleon and Brasidas
—The Peace of Nicias.

CHAPTER XVIII
THE ATHENIAN EXPEDITION TO SICILY 196

Spartan troubles—Alcibiades—Spartan victory at Mantineia—
Wavering Athenian policy—Athenian ambitions in the West
—The Sicilian expedition—Hermocrates tries to stir up the
Syracusans—Athenian plans—Trial of Alcibiades—First
attack upon Syracuse—Syracusan preparations for defence—
Second Athenian attack—Arrival of Gylippus—Distress of
Athenians—Athenian reinforcements voted—Gylippus takes
the offensve—Battles in the Great Harbour—Arrival and
repulse of Demosthenes—The Athenians resolve to sail home
—Syracusan victory in the Harbour—The Athenian retreat
—Fate of the prisoners.

CHAPTER XIX
THE FALL OF ATHENS 208

The situation in Greece—Revoalt of Chios—Intrigues of Alcibiades
—Revolution of the Four Hundred—Fall of the Four Hundred
and recall of Alcibiades—Operations near the Hellespont-
Battle of Cyzicus—Lysander and Cyrus—Battle of Notium—
Battle of Arginusae—Condemnation of the generals—Battle
of Aegospotami—Blockade of the Peiraeus—The Athenians
ask for terms—Surrender of Athens.



Xii CONTENTS

CHAPTER XX
PAGE
THE SPARTAN SUPREMACY 217

The obstacles to Greek union—The Thirty at Athens—Death of
Theramenes—Overthrow of the Thirty—Socrates—The trial
of Socrates — Lysander — Disgrace of Lysander — The
" Anabass' —Battle of Cunaxa—Retreat of the Ten Thousand
—Agesilausin Asia—The Corinthian war—Death of L ysander
at Haliartus—Battle of Corinth—Battle of Coroneia—Battle
of Cnidus—Conon rebuilds the Long Walls—Iphicrates—
The Peace of Antalcidas.

CHAPTER XXI
THE FALL OF SPARTAN SUPREMACY 231

Result of the Peace of Antalcidas—Sdlfishness of Sparta—Sparta
and Olynthus—Seizure of the Cadmeia—L iberation of Thebes
—Pelopidas and Epameinondas—The raid of Sphodrias—
The second Athenian confederacy—Battle of Naxos—The
Athenians in Western Greece—Peace of Callias—Spartan
invasion of Boeotia—Greek warfare on land—Reforms of
Epameinondas—Battle of Leuctra—The effect of the battle
—Behaviour of the Spartans.

CHAPTER XXII
THE THEBAN SUPREMACY 241

Thessaly—Jason of Pherae—Jason's advice to the Thebans—
Jason prepares to celebrate the Pythian games—His deatft—
Foundation of Megalopolis—First expedition of Epamei-
nondas to the Peloponnese—Foundation of Messene—Sparta
begs for Athenian help—Second and third expeditions of
Epameinondas — The " Tearless Battle® — Pelopidas in
Thessaly—Alexander of Pherae—Pelopidas at Susa—Pdo-
pidas seized by Alexander and rescued—Battle of Cynos-
cephalae—Fourth expedition of Epameinondas—Battle of
Mantineia—Death of Epameinondas*



CONTENTS Ziii

CHAPTER XXI1I
PAGE
DIONYSIUS OP SYRACUSE 251

The Carthaginian danger—Fall of Selinus—Destruction of
Himera—Fall of Acragas—Dionysius becomes tyrant at
Syracuse—His gover nment—His activity—Captur e of M otya
—Siege of Syracuse—Later wars between Dionysius and
Carthage—Dionysius schemes outside Sicily—Dionysiusthe
Y ounger—Plato—Confusion in Syracuse—Timoleon goesto
Sicily—He frees Syracuse—Battle of the Crimisus—Death
of Timoleon.

CHAPTER XXIV
PHILIP OF MACEDON 259

Peace after the battle of Mantineia—I mportance of Athens—The
Social war—M acedonia—Philip of Macedon—The Mace-
donian army—The extenson of Macedonia—The Sacred
war—Philip master of Thessaly—Philip's attitude towards
Athens—Peace-party at Athens—The war-party and Demos-
thenes—Philip captures Olynthus—Peace of Philocrates—
War between Philip and Athens—Philip enters Boeotia—
Battle of Chaeroneia—Philip's treatment of Greece—Congress
of Corinth—Murder of Phihp.

CHAPTER XXV
ALEXANDER THE GREAT 272

Accession of Alexander—Northern campaigns—Destruction of
Thebes—The Asiatic campaign—Visit to Troy—Unreadiness
of _Persia—Battle of the Granicus—Conquest of Asia Minor
—The Gordian knot—Arrival in Ctlicia—Battle of |ssus—
Siege of Tyre—Siege of Gaza—Egypt—Battle of Arbela or
Gaugamela—Capture of Babylon, Susa, and Persepolis—
Organisation of Alexander's empire—Pursuit and death of
Darius—Conquest of Bactria—Execution of Parmenio—
Conquest of Sogdiana—Murder of Cleitus—Invasion of | ndia
—Mutiny—Voyage down the Indus—The return—Punish-
ment of injustice—Alexander's policy—The mutiny of the
troops—Death of Hephaestion—Death of Alexander*



Xiv CONTENTS

CHAPTER XXVI

PAGE

THE SUCCESSORS OF ALEXANDER

Changes in Greece—Temporary arrangements—Athenian affairs
—TheAetolian League—The Lamian war—The " Bladcchi”
—Agathocles—The Gauls—The Achaean League—Agis and
Cleomenes of Sparta—Battle of Sdlasia,

CHAPTER XXVII
THE CULTURE OF THE HELLENISTIC AGE

Pre-eminence of Athens—Painting—Sculpture—Literature and
oratory—The reflection of character in art—Philosophy—
The Sdeucids of Syria—The Ptolemies of Egypt—Rhodes—
Pergamum.

CHAPTER XXVIII
GREECE AND ROME

Rome and the Greek colonies of Italy—Pyrrhus in Italy—Rome
and Sicily—Siege of Syracuse—The Romans land in Greece
—Philip V. of Macedon—Philip challenges Rome—Battle of
Cynoscephalae—Flamininus at the Isthmian games—The
Romans and Antiochus—Conquest of Macedonia—Battle of
Pydna—Conqguest of Greece—Sack of Corinth—Conclusion.

INDEX.

289

297

316



LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

PI_AIT.E The vale of Tempe. (The English Photo-
graphic Co., Athens). . . . tofacep. 4
Minoan dress (By kind permission of the,
1. British Schooal at Atheng)l
The Minotaur ) y 10
Jars in dore room, Cnosus Palace (Dr
[r. A. H. Cooke) ‘ "
A Mycenasan vae
V. Mycenaean gold cups (A. Rhomaides, Athens) ,, 14
V.  Foundations of Troy. (Dr A. H. Cooke) . 20
V1. Templesat Paessum. (Dr A. H. Cooke) . 36
VII. Déphi .. . ) » 40
VIIL Olympia. (A. Rhomaides, Athens) e 42
IX. TheAcrocorinthus (TheEngllsh Photograph|c
Co., Athens). } 60
X.  Templeof Zeus Athens (The Engl|sh Photo—
graphic Co., Athens). . . . 80
XL Marathon. (The English Photographic Co.,
Athens) .. . . . , 108
XI1.Themopylae. (Dr A. H. Cookgy =+ =+ , 118

XIII.  The Pdraeus and Salamis (Dr A. H. Cooke) ,, 126
XIV. Themigodes . . . . . .,
XV. Peides ) . s -, 180
XVI. An Athenian vae . . . . . . " 156



XVi LIST OP ILLUSTRATIONS

PLATE
XVII, Athens Academy. (The English Photo-
graphic Co., Athens) . . . . to face p, 158
XVIlI.  Athens . . . . " 161
X1X. TheParthenon. (The Engllsh Photographlc
Co., Athens). . . . 162
XX. The Parthenon frieze. (The English Photo-
graphic Co., Athens) . . . . " 164
XXI. The Athene Parthenos. (The English
Photographic Co., Athens) . . . . 166
XXIT. The Erechtheium. (The English Photo-
graphic Co., Athens) . . . . N 168
XXI1l.  The theatre at Epidaurus. (The English
Photographic Co., Athens) . . . ., 170
XXI1V.  Sophocles ) ) . ) . 172
XXV. Syracuse. (Dr A. H. Cooke) + » - . 202
XXVI.  Thequarries of Syracuse. (DrA.H. Cooke) , 208
XXVIl.  Socrates : : : : : : . 222
XXVIIl. Messene. (Dr A. H. Cooke) . . . " 244
XXI1X. Aphrodite of Melos. (J. Kuhn and Co.) . ” 260
XX X. Demosthenes . . ) ) 266
XXXI1. Alexander the Great (British Museum.
Photo. Mansell) . . . ., 2
296
XXXI1.  The Discobolus. (Anderson. Rome)
XXXIIl. Hermes. (The English Photographic Co., 208
Athens). . . . -
XXXIV. The bronze statue of Cerlgotto (From the
Encyclopaedia Britannica, nth ed.) . ., 300
XXXV. The Laocoon. ) ) . ) 302
XXXVI. The Dying Gaul (Gladiator). (Anderson.
Pome). . . . . . - 304

XXXVII. Temple at Bassae . . . 308



LIST OP ILLUSTRATIONS Xvii

TEXT FIGURES

FIG. PACE
i. Bronze pillar at Delphi. . . . . . 136
2. Greek female dress 167
3. Tragic and comic masks . 169
4. Plan of the theatre at Epidaurus . . . . 170
5. The auicide of Ajax.  (From the Encyclopaedia Britannica, 238
uthed.). . . . . . . .
LIST OF MAPS
MAP PAGE
1. Greece . . . . . . . . toface 8
2. The coads of the Aegean Sea . . . . . 29
3. The Greek colonies . . . . . . . 34
4. The Western Greeks . . . . . . . 66
5. Plan of Marathon. . . . . . . . 107
6. Central Greece . . . . . to face 124
7. Plan of Salamis . . . ) . . . . 126
8. Plan of Plataea . . . . . . . . 133
9. The harbours of Athens. . : . . . 145
10. Plan of Athens . . . . . . . . 161
11. Plan of Pylos . . . . . . . . 189
12. Plan of Syracuse . . . . . . . 202
13. Plan of Isus . . . . . . . 337
14. The Persian Empire . . . . . to face288






CHAPTER 1

THE GEOGRAPHY OF GREECE
L]

The influence of geography upon history. Amonget
thevariousinfluenceswhich help todeterminethehistory
of man and the development of civilizationmamgchsgecmooe e
profound and far reaching, efects than geographical and
climatic conditions and in few places has the course of events
bean more congpicuoudy modified by such conditions than in
the basn of the Aegean Sea. For a dear underganding
therefore of the higory of the Greks it is absolutdy
necessary to have some odea of the physical charaderigic
of the stage on which that drama was played

The Aegean Sea as a centre. In thefirst place let us
look at the map of the Aegean area. Wyflttrn Afliafrom.thr
dawn of history was the home of civilisation. It fallsinto two
wdl-marked parts. Asa Minor is a high table-land, shut off
from the s=a on the south by the ranges of Taurus and by
Anti-Taurus and the Armenian mountains from the ead,
only one ey pass the Cilican Gates leading to the
Euphrales and to Syria. The northern coad is somewhat
inhospitable.  But on the wegt the river valleys lead down to
fertile plains and an indented coag with numerous sheltered
bays At the north-west corner is the land-bridge to Europe,
broken only by the Bogphorus and the Dardandles  South-
wardsthe s is gudded with idands, gepping-sonesto Gresce
and thewes. The trade of Ada Minor, then, io largdy with
the Aegean Sea.  The other divison of wetern Ada conggs

K b 2



2 GREEK HISTORY FOR SCHOOLS

of the Euphrates-Tigris valley and the Syrian coast. From
here trade passes through the Cilician Gates and thence to
Europe beyond, or dse it finds its own outlet from the Syrian
ports, hugs the coag from Cyprus as far as Rhodes, 'and
thence passs to the west In either case it reaches the
Aegean Sea.

Egypt has a double channel for trade, the Red Sea and
the Nile. The distant ends of these channels open east and
south; the nearer ends converge at Cairo and diverge again,
the coagt road leading north through Palestine, the water
route going north-west by Crete, again to the Aegean. Even
further west, Cyrene finds its nearest neighbours in Crete
and the Aegean Sea.

Trade comes from the north too, along the valleys of the
Danube and Dnieper and from the shores of the Black Sea.
But for all this there is but one opening; at the Sea of
Marmora the water route north and south crosses the land
route east and west and finds its only outlet in the Aegean
Sea.

On the western sde is Greece, divided by a barrier lying
north and south. The main physical feature of its northern
part is the mountain range of Pindus, which runs down like
a backbone as far as the Corinthian Gulf. There comes a
gap in the barrier, but to direct sea-borne traffic it is
blocked by the Isthmus of Corinth, Had the Isthmus never
existed, history of Greece would have been for different
South of it isthe mountain mass of Arasia with three fingures
running down to the southern extremities of Greece; and
the obstacle is continued across the sea by the f|erce sorms
and rough seas of Cape Malea, always dreaded by the sailor in
the days of open boats. Thus Greece looks both east and
wedt, doublefaced. The western sde had harbours indeed,
and in Italy, Sicily, and distant France and Spain there
were colonies with which to trade. But the lonian Sea was
rough; the one route with short passage across the open sea
lay somewhat far to the north, from Corcyra to the hed of
Italy; and in the western basn of the Mediterranean the
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Carthaginians jealoudy disputed the rights of any but them-
sves to trade upon the sea, while the Etruscan pirates were
the foes of commerce. Thus communication between Greece
and thewestern Mediterranean was not so close as might have
been expected, and the western colonies were left to develop
by themsalves. Far different was it on the south and east.
The whole land opens out and points in that direction; bays
and harbours are countless; the s=a is not so rough; and
a thousand sepping-stones lead to the civilisation of Asia
across the Aegean Sea.

The Aegean, then, is the centre upon which all routes con-
verge, and it is in the Aegean and its possessors that we see
the development of history.

Greece: (a) Northern Greece. Now we must look
in more detail at Greece itsdf. The divison north and
south has already been indicated, but there are also divisons
east and west which separate the country into Northern
GreeceCentral Greece,andthepeloponneseW est of the
Pindus backbone Northern and Central Greecerun into one,
for the country consigs mainly of rocky ranges and gloomy
valleys parallel to the main range and the sea coast The
most notable river isthe Achelous, the biggest river of Greece.
But most of its courseisthrough narrow and dark gorges, and .
it is of no use to civilisation, for it provides neither navigation,
nor a roadway, nor a fertile soil. Hence this district of
Acarnania, Aetolia, and Epiruswas ever open to the inroads of
savage northern tribes and was too backward to take serious
part in the development of Greece.

East of the backbone the most northerly divison is M ace-
donia, corlsisting of mountainsin the west, but gradually sioping
down the valleys to the plains which surround the north-west
corner of the Aegean Sea and stretch eastwardsinto Thrace.
It was a district which bred alike the hardy swordsmen of the
hills and the horsemen of the plains, and it owed its wealth to
the mines which supplied its later kings with gold.

South of this lies Thessaly, a wide-stretching plain of some
fertility, but better suited to the rearing of cattle and horses.

|—2
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On all gdes it is surrounded by mountains with but few
openings. On the west is the Pindus range, with one im-
portant pass at the north-west corner, where the Peneius finds
its way into the plain. This, no doubt, wasthe route most used
by the early invaders of Greece. Under the mountain wall
which separates Thessaly from Macedonia the river flows
across the northern plain, taking the drainage from the
southern part too, and finds its way by the famous defile
of Tempe to the sea.  Tempe provides a narrow roadway to
the sea and to Macedonia, but, before the river enters the
defile, one valley and one pass bring south the only other roads
from over the northern wall. Naturally, then, from the earliest
days till now the town of Larissa has guarded the meeting-
place. The eastern dde is not open to the sea, but is shut off
from it by a wall of three great mountains, Olympus, the home
of the gods, a mass 10,000 ft. high, to the north of Tempe, the
peak of Ossa to the south, and then the ridge of Pelion.
Sheltered from the winds by Pelion lies the big land-locked
bay of Pagasae, the only real opening of Thessaly to the sea,
the scene of the earliest maritime ventures of the Greeks. To
the south the land is enclosed by the lower range of Othrys, a
boundary indeed, but no serious obstacle to intercourse with
the valley of the Spercheius which lies beyond.

(b) Central Greece. On the south sde of the plain of
the Spercheius lies the mountain wall, of Qeta, thejhoundary of
Central Greece. Thiswall may be passed intwo places. Prom
the sea coad the difficult route climbs the mountain, as the
modern road does to-day. Thence the traveller descends into
the valley of the Cephissus, which leads down behind Par-
nassus into the open plain of Boeotia; or, continuing further
along the pass on the western sde of Parnassus, he comes
down near Delphi into the plain and to the Corinthian Gulf.
The other route, which is easy, the only one practicable for
an army, skirtsthe eastern end of the mountains, and squeezes
itself between them and the sea. This is the famous pass of
Thermopylae! which in ancient times was so narrow that one
cart was enough to block the way. Once past the narrows,
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.the coast route opens out and leads easily into Boeotia. The
spot where the coast road and the mountain road diverged
was naturally a point of immense strategic importance, but
was too often neglected by the Greeks. The two roads meet
again in Boeotia, near Chaeroneia, where the valley of the
Cephissus is narrower. Hence this spot was the scene of
more than one of the battles of history.

Central Greece itsdf is cut up into numerous small valleys
and plains. Phocis, in the upper Cephissus valley, by virtue
of its gtrategic position was bound to take part in the wars of
Greece. But by far the largest and most important district was
Boeotia. Thisplain lies low, and the drainage of the Cephissus
is unable to get away except by subterranean channes natural
and artificial. The water therefore collects into the marshy
lake Copais, whose misty vapours were held to account for the
proverbial downess of the Boeotian intellect.

East of Boectia lies the long idand of Euboea, separated
from the mainland by a strait of varying width, which at its
narrowest pot, the Euripus, guarded by the town of Chalcis,
is now crossed by a bridge. The outsde of the idand is
precipitous and dangerous. Traffic therefore wei*t by the
straits, and Eretria and Chalcis were the keys to them.
Euboea is continued south-eastwards in the idands called
the Cyclades; a parallel row of idands continues the moun-
tains of Attica; and it was to Euboea and Attica that they
politically and racially belonged. South of Boeotia lies the
range of Cithaeron-Parnes, penetrable with ease but only at
certain points.

Attica |ies beyond, a barren land consisting of, small plains
broken up by marble mountains such as Hymettus and
Pentdlicus. In the south, however, were the valuable slver
mines of Laurium. Atticaisso much of a promontory that it
is almost insular and comparatively safe from attack except
from the sea.  This feature causad it to offer a refuge to those
who fled before invasion, and its barren nature offered no
attraction to the invader and no food to the enemy. The
inhabitants therefore boasted that they were aboriginal tons
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of the soil. But the people could never attain greatness until
the course of the Aeginetan and the Persian wars drove them
on tothe sea. Thenceforward proximity to the idands of the
Aegean and kinship with their inhabitants, combined with the
keenness of intellect which arose from the glorious climate,
and backed by the wealth from the slver mines, ensured
that Athens should dominate Greece.

The Megarid is geographically part of Attica, but in palitics
it belonged to the Peloponnese. Lying on the road from north
to south, and including part of the Isthmus with a port on
either sea, Megara was bound to be a commercial city; but
the exigence of an awkward mass of mountain between her
harbours and the proximity of Corinth and Aegina prevented
her from becoming a first-class state.

(c) Peloponnese. Now we come to the Peoponnesg,
joined on to the mainland only by an ishmus 3% miles in
breadth. First let us consder the position of Corinth. Stand-
ing asit did at the point where East and West must mest, and
goods must be carried overland from the one sea to the
other, the town took toll of ail commerce and became the
mogt wealthy and the most luxurious in Greece. Then, too,
its drategic postion was of the greatest value. With its
impregnable citadel on the hill called the Acrocorinthus, it
guarded safely the Peloponnese, and none could pass in or out
by land without its consent. Hence it was of the utmost
importance for the Dorian inhabitants of the Peloponnese
that it should be in Dorian hands, and hence too it was that
the Dorians were so exclusve and conservative and held
themsdves apart from the rest of the Greek race. Com-
mercially Corinth found a formidable rival in the idand of
Aegina, which is placed in front of it and could completely
cut its trade; and so successful was Aegina, till the rise of
Athens causd its fall, that the Aeginetan standard of weights
and measures was largely adopted throughout Greece.

The centre of the Peloponnese is a mass of mountains and
small upland plains. This part was known as Arcadia. Of
all theregions of Greece it alone did not reach the sea, and
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therefore remained in a backward state. 1ts highlanders were
involved in perpetual hostility with their neighbours of Sparta,
who could not leave their land without passng through or
near Arcadian territory.

On the east of Arcadia lies Argolis. The plain is fertile
and opens towards the Aegean, and from the earliest times its
townstraded extensvely with theeast. Through itsterritory
too it was possble to reach the Corinthian Gulf, avoiding
Corinth itsdf. But the fact that it too blocked the Spartan
road to the north caused everlasting friction with the southern
state.

Southwards from Arcadia the mountains stretch like three
fingers, the central one being named Mount Taygetus. On
the east dde of this range in the valley of the Eurotas lies
another fertile plain, the district of Laconia, with Sparta as
its capital. It was shut off from the north by Arcadia and
Argolis. Open to the sea indeed it was on the south, but two
stormy promontories discouraged maritime enterprise.  Thus,
unapproached by trade and external influence, Laconia must
needs be isolated and conservative, and only military and
naval efficiency could enable Sparta to take a sharein Greek
affairs.

West of Taygetus is Messenia, the richest part of Greece
in agricultural wealth, but a district completely excluded from
the rest of theworld and at the mercy of its military neigh-
bours on the east.

In the north-west corner liesthe plain of Elis by the mouth
of the Alpheius. It too had little part in Greek history, but
once in every four yearsit was the resort of all Greece at the
great Olympic games.

Finally, between the Arcadian mountainsand the Corinthian
Gulf lay the narrow strip of Achaea, of which little is known
and little heard until the last days of Greek independence.

Effects of geographical conditions. Thus, then, all
Greeceis cut up into small districts. The mountains, abrupt
and precipitous, with rugged sdes and deep ravines, make
communication between plain and plain difficult though never
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impossible.  The few rivers that flow all the year round afford
no help; they fall steeply from the mountains through dark
gorges or along rocky torrent beds; river-navigation is un-
known ; the winter streams, dry for most of the year, afford
only a poor and stony road. Moreover, the very plains are for
the most part so small that only one city can thrive upon each
of them. Where there are two or more towns, there must be
a bitter struggle for exisgence. In these small states anyone
might rise to importance, and one speech might catch the
ear of the country. Hence arose the eager interest in politics
and the tendency to democracy which characterised the Greek.
The smallness of their population also produced the result that
only Sparta and Macedonia, by their extraordinary military
ability, and Athens, through her sea power, were ever able to
impose their domination upon their neighbours. Thus the
hlstory of Greece is the h|story of numerous petty statea
patriotism. Unity could only come from an outsde power,
such as Rome, strong enough to impose its will by force of
numbers.

Y et sources of union were not wanting. All over Greece
the sea was within sight and reach, and furnished the easest
and often the only means of communication. All over Greece
the land was incapable of supporting a large population, for
the rugged mountains took up most of the space the rivers
were for the most part mere winter torrents, and the soil,
except in a few favoured spots, was barren.. AlLayer Greece
the climate was good.; the. rainfall was small the north-east
winds blowing from the Black Sea to the Sahara were bracing
even in summer; and stimulated. physical effort and” mental
activity; the sunny skies and clearness of the atmosphere
ingtilled a love of outdoor life and the beautiful; even the
proximity of rival cities was an incitement to competition.
Small wonder, then, that the Greeks were vigorous and hardy,
yet artistic and intellectual; small wonder that they turned to
‘me sea and sent forth their  colonies, their and
their culture in every direction. It was this community of
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interests produced by geographical considerations, and com-
munity of blood, religion, manners, and language, that made
them all akin and marked off the Greek from the barbarian.

SUGGESTIONS:—
1. Make a ammary of the chapter.
2. How did geography influence Aegean civilisation ?
3. Why did the eagt side of Greece develop more rapidly than
the west?

4. How was the nature of the country likely to affect the
character, the pursuits, and the political history of the
Greeks in general and of the individual states?

CHAPTER 11

AEGEAN CIVILISATION

Recent discoveries. Until nearly the end of last century
Greek history might have been said to begin at the earliest
with the life and civilisation portrayed for usin the Homeric
poems. Thetruth, however, of the picture itsdf, and still more
of the events there presented to us, was very much in doubt,
and some critics were inclined to deny the very existence of
such a place as Homeric Troy.

But soon after the year 1870 a wealthy German mer chant
named Schliemann, who had conceived a passionate enthusiasm
for Homer and a simple faith in the truth of the stories of the
Trojan war, devoted a consderable part of his fortune to the
work of exploring the reputed sites of Troy, the city of Priam,
and Mycenae, the home of Agamemnon. To the astonishment
of the learned world he unearthed at Troy a number of cities,
one on the top of another. The second from the bottom had
undoubtedly been burnt, and this Schliemann assumed to
be the Troy which was taken by the Greeks. Subsequent
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investigation by his compatriot, Dr Dorpfeld, has shown
that the second city belonged to a much earlier time, about
3000 B.C., and that the sixth city, to which Schliemann had
paid little attention, had been of infinitely greater importance
and, as shown by the nature of the remains, belonged to
1200 B.C,, the traditional period of the Trojan war.

In his excavations at Mycenae, where ancient walls and
huge " beehive" shaped tombs had always been visble,
Schliemann was even more fortunate in his discoveries.
While digging in a circle of sones in the citadel he came
upon a number of graves, in which the bodies lay surrounded
by bronze weapons and a wealth of golden objects. At once
he thought that he had opened the tomb of Agamemnon him-
sdf. But critics pointed out certain discrepancies between his
discoveries and Homeric life—in particular, the Homeric dead
wer ealways burnt upon the funeral pyre; still, the resemblances
were very marked. During the next twenty years similar dis
coveries were made in the idands and in various places of the
Greek mainland, mostly near the sea. But so completely did
the treasures of Mycenae eclipse what dse was found, that
the name "Mycenaean" was given to such objects and the
civilisation that produced them.

Since 1900 excavations conducted in various spots on the
shores of the Aegean Sea, and especially in the idand of
Crete, where Sir Arthur Evans was the leader of the work,
have revealed a wonderful civilisation which flourished in the
Eastern Mediterranean a thousand years before Abraham
entered the Promised Land, and came to an abrupt end soon
after the Exodus of the Israelites from Egypt. To th'*s wider
civilisation, owing to the area over which it was mainly spread,
the name of " Aegean" has been given. Of this the " My-
cenaean " is only a later phase, while the earlier stages, from
having had their centre in Crete, the home of Minos, are
frequently known as "Minoan". While this culture was
probably not the work of the Greeks, yet it flourished in the
lands which were afterwards occupied by the Greeks, and it
was the foundation upon which was built all the civilisation
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which the Greeks themsdves developed and bequeathed to
subsequent ages.

The Stone Age. Long before the art of writing was
invented and long before poets and chroniclers existed to tell
of the deeds of bygone heroes, for thousands of years there
existed men who, as yet unable to work metals, made use of
weapons and utensls of clay, of wood, and of stone. The men
therefore of the later part of thislong period are known as the
men of the New Stone or " Neolithic" Age. The idands and
shores of the Mediterranean and the western countries of
Europe, the greater part, in fact, of the lands between the
northern edge of the Sahara and a line drawn roughly from
Britain to Cyprus, seem to have been occupied by white men
of medium height, with straight, dark hair, dark complexion,
and long, narrow heads. This type is known asthe Mediter-
ranean race.

The Bronze Age. Gradually, as their civilisation de-
veloped, they became more skilled and were able to work the
softer metals such as copper and tin. They discovered too
that a mixture of copper and tin formed a hard compound,
bronze, which would take a fine cutting edge. Henceforward
progress was comparatively rapid, but the use of bronze wits
for long confined to weapons and implements, for the metals
were rare and had to be brought from far afield—copper from
Cyprus in the east and tin from Britain and Spain in the
extreme west, in either case from across the sea.

Crete. Thusit is perhaps natural that one of the earliest
civilisations arose in an idand where the trade routes from
east and west might converge, namely in Crete. Its position
gave Crete other advantages too: the seas surrounding it were
in early days the surest defence against invasion and inter-
ruption; at the same time they provided an easy means of
communication to the venturesome who dared to travel upon
them; north-west, north, and north-east were convenient
stepping-stones to the continents of Europe and Asia; while,
when men grew bolder, the journey across to Cyrene and
Egypt was not so very long after all. The idand was fertile
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too: in the centrelies a long range of mountains, high enough
to feed the streams with their snows and to catch the rain
from the moisture-laden winds as they come across the seas;
along the coads are the plains irrigated by these streams and
springs, on every sdeisthe sea with its wealth of fish.

This Bronze Age began in Crete about 3000 B.C, and from
that time onward civilisation developed with no very serious
interruption, until disaster from outsde came at a date which
we can fix with fair accuracy about 1350 B.C. The Homeric
poems speak of "Crete of a hundred fair cities', and the
gade of the modern archaeologist testifies to the general
truth of the description.

Cnossus. But of all the sites which have been excavated
none has yielded more information and richer treasure than
the siteof Cnossus, thetraditional city of Minos, the Minotaur,
and the Labyrinth. There has been unearthed thetown itsdf,
and mor e especially the palace of its kings. Theremains are
not all of one period: the palace was first built in grand style
not long after 2500 B.C; apparently about 2000 B.C things
did not go quite smoothly in Crete; perhaps there was some
trouble from outside; at any rate there was a decline in art;
but by 1600 B.C. the palace had been rebuilt in grander style
than before, and of thisbuilding noinconsider able part remains.
It covers some sx acres of ground, and is a perfect maze of
rooms and corridors. Herewe se a big hall, with what may
be thethrone of the king; there, supported on wooden pillars,
isthe grand staircase of stone leading to the floor above; in
another part are passages with recesses and store rooms still
furnished with hugejars for holding corn, oil, and wine. The
walls are of masonry, and insde were covered with plaster
adorned with paintings. The palace has even its bathrooms,
itswater supply, and itsdrains and sanitary arrangements, far
superior to anything known in our own country from the
time of the Romans until quite modern days. It was of at
least two, perhaps even of three soreys, flat-roofed, well
lit and ventilated with windows and openings to the sky, and
furnished with folding and diding doors. Little wonder that
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the Greeks in later times, when they saw the confused ruins of
these buildings with their decorations of axes and bull-headed
men and bull-baiting in which boysand girlstook part, developed
a legend how King Minos bade Daedalus the architect build
a labyrinth* and there enclosed the Minotaur which fed on
youths and maidens. Thus has the word labyrinth come to
mean a maze, and as such it appears on Cretan coins of
historical times.

Minoan dress and armour. In dress too the Cretans
came wonderfully near to us and the hats and high caiffures,
the bodices and the skirtswith their flouncesand embroideries,
and the wasp-like waists and pointed shoes, which wer e fashion-
able among the women of Cnossus, would scarcely be out
of place in a modern drawing-room. Men wore a smpler
costume: they had no hats, but wore their hair long and
plaited; their clothes conssted mainly of a Kilt or loin-cloth
held in postion by a belt, and a cloak thrown over the
shoulders; their feet were protected by top-boots of leather.
For fighting, a long spear and a short sword were used, and
protection was afforded by a leathern hemet and a huge
flexible shield of hide stiffened by a metal rim. Bowmen too
accompanied the warriors as light-armed troops. Chariots
werein use for purposes of war, but the horse, brought from
overseas, was a rare animal and, as far as we know, was not
used for riding. In Crete, however, there does not seem fo
have been much war. Secure in their insular postion and
trusting to the traditional justice of the rule of King Minos
and to the prosperity of the land, the lords of Cnossus seem
to have thought fortifications unnecessary. At least no trace
of them has been found in Crete, though, when this Minoan,
civilisation spread to the mainland and became the culture
of the Aegean, in places such as Mycenae, Tiryns, and Troy,
mighty walls and means of defence were the essentials of
those cities exisence.

Thetown. In the town the flat-roofed, many-windowed
houses were built in irregular fashion. The dreets were

! The name means " place of axes'—Nabpus an axe.
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winding and uneven; they were good enough for pedestrians;
level and wide roads were not necessary when wheeled traffic
hardly exised. Clothes were mainly made at home, but in
the dreets were houses where the potter might be seen at
work making the brightly painted vases and figureswhich were
in universal ue and were exported abroad to Egypt, Sicily,
and all parts of the Mediterranean, Here you might watch
the carver at work upon small figures of ivory and stone
There was the shop of the engraver busy at the gems for rings
and seals. Opposite him was the goldsmith intent upon his
jewellery and ornaments of beaten and graven gold and inlaid
work. The armourer was not content with making his
swords and daggers of bronze; he was manufacturer, but he
was artist too, and his weapons must be inlaid with scenes in
gold and slver. In the lliad is a famous description of the
inlaid shield which Hephaestus wrought for Achilles. Thisis
no mere fancy on the part of the poet; it is only an exaggera-
tion of such work as was common in the Minoan Age.

Writing. Nor was the art of writing unknown. Even
in 3000 B.C. the Cretans, like the Egyptians, had their sysem
of writing with conventional pictures to represent the dgns
while very soon they developed another method, in which, as
with us the letters were composed of lines'. But writing
could not be general without good material on which to write;
it isuncertain whether paper or parchment was known; what
remains is chiefly an immense store of clay tablets, which
apparently are lists of names, inventories of stores and tribute,
kept in the palace as records and registers of what was due to
the monarch who ruled all Crete and possbly all the coasts of
the Aegean Sea.

Country life. But lifewas not confined tothecity. Most
of the peaople of Crete, no doubt, were engaged in occupations
outdde. In the meadows and on the hills grazed the sheep,
the cattle, and the goats; in the plains waved fields of corn
till harvest was ended in M ay; then came the ssason when on

! The Cretan writing at present cannot be deciphered, and we can only
guess at the meaning of the records.
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the terraced dopes men tended the vines till the vintage was
done, and finally gathered in the olives, the last fruits of the
year.

The sea. Meantime on the coast thefishermen toiled for
their living, and not only edible fish, but songes and the
purple shdl-fish provided a livelihood. Others again, in
summer and autumn at least, were seafaring men. In their
ships with low freeboard, sngle mast, and square sail they
wandered over the seas, bearing to Egypt, Cyprus, the Aegean
shores, South Italy, Sicily, and Spain their wine, their ail, their
pottery, and the products of their handicraft, and receiving in
exchange ivory, copper, lead, tin, slver, gold, and even the
amber which came overland from the far away shores of the
Baltic.

Minoan empire. With such trade upon the water it was
inevitable that piracy should exist, and tradition tells how
Minos swept away the pirates and extended his dominions
over the sas  Certain it is that in the latter part of the
Minoan Age this civilisation spread to the other idands and
the shores of Greece. If it be a correct view that the registers
found in the palace are records of tribute paid, it may after all
be true that the Athenians were bound to send their tribute of
seven youths and saven maidens every year, but it is more likely
that their fate was to be davesin the Labyrinth palace rather
than to be a dinner for the Minotaur. Perhaps, too, tradition
does not err when it says that Minos died fighting in Sicily
and was buried there.

Religion. In matters of religion the Cretans and people
of the Aegean were different from the Greeks. Instead of
having a hogt of deities, they believed in one Great Mother of
all, Nature personified. She showed hersdf in the various
forms of nature, on earth and in the sky. She had no human
shape, and so at first there were no images of "her. But
wor ship and sacrifice were paid to emblems such-as the double-

eaded axe, or pillars which marked the sacred spot These
shrines appear in the palaces, and indicate that the king was
high priest too. Later the Great Mother was represented in
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human form, often attended by an inferior male divinity; her
attendants were either doves or snakes, symbolising her power
in the air and on the earth. When the Greeks entered these
lands, she passed in among the numerous Greek deities, some-
times as Aphrodite, sometimes as Artemis.

Burial. Since all things came from her, all things must
needs return to her. And so wefind the Aegeans car eful about
the bestowal of their dead. The bodies were never burned, as
was the cusgom of the Greeks. They were enclosed in small
chambers of stone or earth, either in a lying or in a sitting
posture, and wer e accompanied by weapons, vesds, and imple-
ments that might be of use to them in another world. At
a later time, probably to prevent spoliation of the tombs, the
graves were dug deep. Such are the famous tombs of the
kings of Mycenae. There the bodies had perhaps been em-
balmed, the faces were covered with masks of gold, and an
extraordinary profuson of bronze weapons and gold orna-
ments was discovered in the graves. Still later the fashion
changed, and for princes at least it was the cusom to make in
the hill sde a huge and elaborate " beechive" chamber, lined
with finely dressed stone and ornamented with sculpture and
colour. Itisagain at Mycenaethat the most notable examples
of these tombs occur.

Fall of Cnossus. Such, then, is the picture of this
Minoan, or Aegean, civilisation which we can reconstruct.
It is hard to realise that it grew and lasted with but dight
interruption for more than 1500 years. But in the end
destruction came upon it suddenly. About theyear 1350 B.C
the palace at Cnossus was taken and burnt. It is true that
a part of it was rebuilt and usad again, but the place had lost
itsformer glory; its empire was broken up; its art declined.
For the next 300 years the centre of Aegean civilisation
seems rather to have been on the mainland of Greece, at
Mycenae and at Tiryns. Lastly, about 1000 B.C there was
a final catastrophe, and we know nothing more of Crete
till some centuries later it appears as an idand of the
Greeks.
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SUGGESTIONS:—

1. Make a summary of the chapter.

2. What advantage of position was held by Crete?

3. What evidence is there that the early Aegean race was not
Greek ?

4. Describe lifein Cnossus in 1500 B.c.

5. What makes us inclined to believe that legends have some
truth in them?

CHAPTERI I
THE HEROI C AND HOMERI C AGE

The Dark Ages. What had happened? Now we come
to an extremely obscure period, a time about which the Greeks
themselves had a multitude of names and a great number of
more or less contradictory and vague traditions; nor have
modern historians been able to come to any sure agreement
upon the subject. Just as the Roman empire fell before the
rush of barbarian tribes, and the Dark Ages set in when the
invaders nearly ruined civilisation and Christianity, but yet
adopted so much of what they destroyed that they in their
turn developed into the nations of modern Europe; and as in
the darkness of those days there stand out certain names such
as Arthur and Roland, Attila and Charlemagne, round whom
has gathered a halo of legend that dazzles our vision of
the truth; so upon the Aegean civilisation came the wild men
from the north, stronger through their rougher life, more
powerful with their weapons of iron; they conquered and they
settled amongst their beaten foes; they adopted much of the
outward culture which they devastated, but they brought with
them their own religion and their own tongue. Heroic names
stand out amongst them—Jason, Agamemnon, Hector, and
Odysseus; legend glorified their memory; finally there emerged

K. 2
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into theclear light of day the mixed racewho called themselves
Hellenes, whom we, through a Roman mistake, know as the
Greeks. Amidst the confused mass of tradition, however, the
Greeks were certain upon two points. The first wasthat their
land was once held by princes, Achaeans as they were for the
mog part called, and that these princes fought together in
a war against the people of Troy. The seocond was that after
this war a fresh swarm of Greeks, known as the Dorians,
invaded and settled in the southern part of Greece, which
is called the Pdoponnese.

Thenortherninvaders. Theseinvadersfrom the north
beonged to a different or partly different type of man. At
any rate among them the strongest element belonged to a fair-
haired race with rounder heads, men who burned their dead
and spoke a language which is one of the Aryan group, the
family of languages which predominatesin Europe and reaches
along Asa Minor and the mountain zone of Asia down into
the Ganges valley. Moving down southwards into the Balkan
peninsula for some reason to us unknown, perhaps owing to
pressure from other tribes behind or unsuitable change of
climate in their old homes, the northerners ssem to have
followed two tracks.

The Greeks, or Hellenes. Those who followed the
western route and for long were among the mountains of
Albania, gradually moved south along the line of the western
valleystill they reached the mouth of the Corinthian Gulf, and
s0 passd into the north-west Peloponnese, or ese broke across
the Pindus range and entered Greece at the north-west corner
of Thessaly, and gradually pushed further south into Central
Greece by land, and into the Peoponnese perhaps by sea as
well. These tribes, known by various names, came to recognise
their kinship and community of religion and language in the
common name of Hellenes. Hellas was a name originally of
thedistrict round the oracle of Zeus at Dodona in Epirus; in
the Homeric poems it beonged to the mountainous south of
Thessaly; while in historical times it was applied to all the
country which we include under the name of Greece, and even
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to its colonies. In fact it was the land where the Hellenes
went.

The Phrygians. The other branch, generally recognised
as Phrygian, lived more in the eastern plains of the Balkan
district, and many of them in their wanderings crossed over
the Bosphorus or the Dardanelles. Some, realising the possi-
bilities of trade at such a position or the rewards offered to
brigandage at the four cross roads of trade between Europe
and Asia, between the Black Sea and the Aegean, settled at
the spot and fortified it against the inevitable assaults. Hence
arose the Troy of Homer on the site of previous towns.
Others passed on to found the kingdoms in the interior such
as that of Midas in Phrygia. But many stayed behind in
Europe, known to the Greeks as the semi-barbarous tribes of
Thrace and Macedonia. Thus we find the Trojans regarded
by the Greeks as a people of similar language and customs;
Thrace, though barbarous, was not a foreign land; and the
later kings of Macedon had no difficulty in asserting their
Hellenic origin.

TheAchaean invasion, c. 1300 B.C. However, itiswith
the western branch that we have most to do. No doubt from
2000B.C. onwards, or even earlier, the southern movement was
in progress. In Crete about that time there was a disturbance
of some sort. Tribe after tribe came pressing south, eager for
plunder and war, establishing itself in the new lands, mingling
in race and customs with the old but introducing much of the
new. Thuswe find that in language the invaders prevailed,
and in all parts the Greek tongue in various dialects was
spoken; in religion, Zeus and the Olympians for the most part
displaced the older deities—Cronus was dethroned, while the
Giants and Titanswere cast into theworld below; in the treat-
ment of the dead, cremation took its place beside the older
form of burial; in the arts, the newcomers had much to learn
and adopted the Aegean style.

No doubt the number of the invaders in proportion to the
older inhabitants varied greatly in different parts, chiefly
owing to geographical influences. In Thessaly, Laconia, and
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Troy fell, and the victorious Greeks and beaten Trojans alike
were scattered. Aeneas fled across the sess to die in Italy;
Agamemnon returned to be murdered by his faithless wife;
Odysseus, after years of wandering, reached his home to find
hiswife true and to avenge himself on the suitors, but to die at
length in Egypt far from Ithaca. So ran the tales—untrue
perhaps; but they give us a picture of the times—wild warfare,
raids, adventures, and confusion.

Homer. To this period belongs the life of the Homeric
poems; this isthe Heroic Age. Fine tales were these to tell;
fine songs the wandering minstrels sang*  The heroes perished;
the age of great deeds passed; but the memory of them was
immortal. Presently arose a race of bards who wove these
stories into one harmonious whole in a series of great poems
known as the Epic Cycle. Of these the only ones preserved to
us are the lliad and the Odyssey, the songs which were first
composed and served as models for the rest, the two great
poems which we know as "Homer". Tradition has it that
Homer was the blind poet of the island of Chios, and to most
men that is enough. For the last century a wordy warfare
has raged as to whether a man called Homer ever existed,
whether the poems are the work of one hand or of many,
whether they were originally written in the dialect in whichwe
have them or in another. With such controversieswe are not
concerned. To us "Homer" is the lliad and the Odyssey, the
two greatest epics of the world, which echo the sounds of the
Heroic Age and preserve a picture, exaggerated it may be, of
life when the Achaeans had come into the land, when the old
and the new were mingled, but the final Dorian invasion of
1100 B.C. was as yet unknown.

Homeric life. From the poems we see how society was
then constituted. As was necessary in an age of fighting and
migration, government was monarchical. At the head was
the king, of semi-divine or heroic descent, who was leader in
war, judge, and priest. He was not all-powerful: the nobles
had to be consulted and [their advice heeded; and the
decision was referred to the approval of the general body of
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freemen. The king had no divine right, but held his position
for himsdf and his son after him only on condition of their
fitness for the leadership, and it was in virtue of his office that
he received a royal palace and a large share of the public land
and of the spails of war. As general, he led the host on all
important occasons, driving in his chariot, clad in bronze
armour, helmet, shield, cuirass, and greaves, with spear in his
hand, with sword and dagger by his side; the nobles also in
their chariots accompanied him; the freemen followed on foot;
cavalry was unknown. As judge, the king sat in the open
market-place with the éders around him. There was no
written law, but judgment was given in accordance with
cusom and the justice of the case. The dders expressed
their opinion, and the king declared his decison. As pried,
the king offered sacrifice to the gods. In a dage where the
tribe was ever in motion from place to place, there were no
temples and few fixed forms of worship; hence there was little
need for priests except as seers or guardians of a sacred spat,
and the few rdigious duties were discharged by the king asthe
father of the state-family.

After the king came the nobles. These formed the council
in judgment and in war; the king's decision was his own, but
it was not often that he opposed the wishes of his nobility.

Bedow these again were the mass of freemen, engaged for
the mog part in tilling their own plots of land. They met in
the general assmbly to hear the decison of the king, but
could do little more than express their approval or disapproval
by their shouts or murmurs.

Life was smple and primitive. In the Odyssey we find the
gueen engaged in managing her household and her weaving, the
princess and her maids busy with the family washing; the king
himsdf took part in building his own house and directing the
work of his servants upon his farm. Hired servants were to
be had, but more often the work was done by daves, both
male and female, captured in war. These were treated with
kindness, and, except that they were in aforeign land and were
not free, could have found little to complain of in their lot.
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Women mixed freely with men and were treated with the
utmost respect, far more so than in later Greece, and family
ties were of the closest.

Life of course was not safe outside the limits of the state.
Even in the tribe the penalty for homicide was merely
blood-money paid to the kinsfolk of the slain. Quarter was
not given in war, and mutilation of the dead was frequent.
Thekilling of a stranger called for no comment. Yet, if that
stranger had claimed protection or hospitality, to deny that
claim was a shameful sin before the gods, and any taint of
murder or impurity that violated the sanctity of family life
brought down the wrath of heaven.

The gods were the new Aryan divinities brought in by the
conquering race. At their head was Zeus, who ruled amongst
them like an Homeric king. They were immortal. Otherwise
they were but superior men: like men they ate, dept, and
fought; like men they loved and hated; like men they had
their virtues and their faults. Indeed in the point of morality
men compared favourably with the gods, and the Greeks of a
later day were shocked by the loose manners which an earlier
and less sensitive age had attributed to their deities. For the
most part they lived on Olympus, the highes mountain of
Greece, lying to the north of Thessaly. But the gods often
travelled abroad and appeared among men to give them pro-
tection or bring punisnment. They had to be propitiated with
libation and with sacrifice, but on the whole they were easy-
going rulers of the world, and did not interfere unless appeals
were made in prayer, or some gross neglect or sn provoked
them to take part in the affairs of men. Besidesthe Olympian
gods there were the deities of the sea and of the world below,
and a hogt of minor divinities in every mountain, stream, and
wood.

Such was the Greek world of Homer. And if we allow for
the inevitable exaggerations of a minstrel singing ballads of
an heroic age now gone, we shall have a fair idea of Greek
society in the Achaean period from 1300 to 1100 B.C But,
however much we treat as legendary, let us not forget that to
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the historical Greeks these poemswere true, and furnished the
bass of their education and the pattern of the heroic ideals at
which they aimed.

The Dorian invasion, c. noo B.C. Having thus dealt
with the first invason which produced Achaean Greece and
the heroes of the Trojan war, we must now turn our attention
to the second series of events on which Greek tradition in-
siged, for it was to produce far greater changes and shiftings
of the population than the coming of the Achaeans. This was
what Greek legends termed the Return of the Heracleidae, the
invasion of the Dorians.

When the Achaean movement had more or less spent itself
and settled down to a civilisation founded upon that Aegean
culture which it had raided, the door was left open to other
influences. It was at this time that the Phoenicians got into
their hands the commerce of the Aegean which had once
belonged to Crete, and left the mark of their civilisation in
many of the idands and at various spots along the shores of
Greece which faced the Aegean Sea. The most notable of
their contributions to later Greece was their alphabet. The
Phoenicians were traders in search of wealth; they had no
wish to be conquerors of an empire; and so they were
welcomed, not repulsed.

Y et the movement from the north had never ceased, and
a century after the Trojan war it came upon the land of
Greece with redoubled force. Owingto pressurefrom Illyrians
in the mountainous region east of the Adriatic, other Greek
tribes who hitherto had remained in Albania, the Boeotians,
Thessalians, and Dorians, now left their mountain homes and
poured upon the plains. Entering by the same pass as the
Achaeans, where the river Peneius flows eastwards from the
Pindus range, Boeotians and Thessalians invaded the northern
Achaean land. The Thessalians found a new and permanent
home in the plain which ever since has borne their name, but
the Boeotians were thrust on before them and crossed the
pases of Othrys, the valley of the Spercheius, and Thermo-
pylae, and, entering the plain of Boeotia, there settled down.
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Only the town of Orchomenus in that plain held out against
the invaders and in historical times was still at perpetual
enmity withthem. Further theimmigrants could not go; they
were stopped at the passs of Cithaeron by the inhabitants of
Attica.

Behind these two tribes came the Dorians. Travelling
southwards they reached the mountainous part of Central
Greece. They left their name in the tiny plain behind
Mt. Parnassus, and, south of it, in the valley in which Delphi
stands facing sun and sea, they planted the worship of
Apollo, the egpecial Dorian deity. Foiled in an attempt
upon the Isthmus, they then turned westwards along the
northern shores of the Corinthian Gulf. But the land was
too narrow for them; they were driven on to the sea.  Joining
with the tribes of Aetolia, who too were being pressed
upon from the north, they started from Naupactus to cross
the Gulf at its western end where they were no longer faced
by the wall of Arcadian mountains. The Aetolians did not
accompany them far, for they settled in Elis, but the Dorians
pushed up the Alpheiusvalley and then down into Messenia
and Laconia. In Laconia they broke the power of the rich
Achaean lords and founded their own group of villages, which
later became the open town of Sparta, ever to remain an
armed camp in a hogtile land. Argolisthey entered from the
south, coming probably by sea, but whether they sailed from
the Corinthian Gulf or, astradition says, from Thermopylae,
we cannot decide. They sacked Tiryns and Mycenae, the
greatest and most wealthy of Achaean strongholds, and occu-
pied Argosinstead to dominatetheplain. From herelater they
pushed northwards to conquer Sicyon and Corinth. North-
eastwards they traversed the Isthmus as far as Megara, and
also occupied Epidaurus and the idand of Aegina. But they
again, like the Boectians, were repulsed when trying to enter
Attica. Arcadia too, as before, remained proof againgt the
Dorian attack, or was not worth the attempt. The earlier
inhabitants generally were reduced to dependence, or retired
northwards along the Corinthian Gulf into the narrow strip
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which afterwards bore the Achaean name, or, asthe lonians,
fled eastwards into Attica. The Dorian invasion and conquest
no doubt took generations t