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PREFATORY NOTE.
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to state that in no case does he claim to offer original
reports of speeches in Parliament or elsewhere. He has
much pleasure in acknowledging his indebtedness to The
Times for the special permission accorded him to make
use of its Parliamentary reports and other matter ; and
he hereby expresses his thanks to that journal for the
valuable assistance which he has derived from the facili-
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PART |
THE WAR

CHAPTERI.
NEW YEAR TO THE MIDDLE OP MAY.

T HE course of events in 1910 had not altered fundamentally the
general military situation which had existed at the beginning
of that year. The strategic and geographic positions of the
opposing groups of armies in January, 1917, were not very
different from those which they had respectively held twelve
months earlier, and in the Western theatre of operations the
positions were, indeed, almost completely unchanged. In the
West the line of the German Army still commenced on the
coast of the North Sea, near Westende, and from thence ran
southwards, east of Ypres and west of La Bassee and Lens, and
then east of Arras and across the Ancre and Somme rivers. Tn
this locality a small advance had been made by the Franco-
British armies in the previous year, the town of Combles
having been reconquered from the Germans. South of the
Somme the course of the German line turned eastwards,
running past Rheims to Verdun, north and east of which
town trivial territorial advantages had been gained by the
Germans in 1916. East of Verdun the line turned southwards
again, and ran north-east of Nancy into Alsace, a small
section of German territory thus being occupied by the French;
and the left wing of the German Army rested upon the Swiss
frontier, very close to the spot at which France, Germany, and
Switzerland met.

In the Italian theatre two small changes in the lines of the
opposing armies had occurred during 1916. From Switzerland

A
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eastwards past Lake Garda the Austrian line ran along the
frontier, but east of Lake Garda the Austrians had made a
small net gain of ground during the previous year, and their
line crossed the frontier here into Italian territory. At the
beginning of 1917, however, the Italians held Arsiero and
Asiago, although they had temporarily lost both of these towns
during 1916. Eastwards of Asiago the Austrian line passed
within Austrian territory again, and in the extreme eastern
section of this theatre the Italians had advanced a considerable
distance into Austria and held the lower reaches of the Isonzo
from Tolmino southwards to the mouth of that river. The
town of Gorizia (Gorz) had been captured by the Italians in
August, 1916. Thus from a territorial point of view, the
Italians had won slight advantages over their enemy in the
campaigning of 1916.

In the Balkan theatre, from which, at the opening of the
year Rumania was strategically excluded, the Central Empires
had more than maintained the enormous territorial gains which
they had made before the beginning of 1916. They occupied
all Montenegro, all except the extreme south of Albania, all
Serbia except the town and immediate environs of Monastir,
and aso the eastern portion of Greece, including the port of
Kavalla. The; Entente army, which had been in Greece since
October, 1915, had gained one appreciable success in 1916 by
the reconquest of Monastir from the Bulgarians. This Balkan
army continued to be based upon Salonika and was still under
the command of General Sarrail.

In the main Eastern theatre, with which the new Rumanian
front must be included, changes had taken place on a much
larger scale than any which had occurred in the Western,
Italian, and Balkan theatres. Yet large as these changes
were, they did not alter fundamentally the purely military
aspect of the Russian campaign, though one of the changes—
the Austro-German conquest of Wallachia—was of the highest
importance in relation to the economic side of the war. The
enormous swamps around the river Pripet had the effect of
cutting the Eastern theatre into two divisions, which were
largely independent of each other. The opposing lines passed
across these marshes, but this dismal and in many places im-
passable country was of necessity thinly held both by the
Russians and by the Germans. On the German front north
of the marshes no change of any consequence had occurred in
1916. The German line began on the Baltic coast, a few miles
west of Riga, passed along the left bank of the Dvma, as far
as Dvinsk (Dunaburg), which the Tsar's troops still held. At
Dvinsk the German line left the course of the Dvina, and ran
southwards to the neighbourhood of the railway junction of
Molodetchno, which, however, remained in Russian hands.
The line continued southwards, cutting the main Warsaw-
Moscow railway about fifty miles west of Minsk, immediately
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to the east of the junction of Baranovitche. The German line
entered the swamps at Pinsk, that town being in the possession
of the invaders.

In the region south of the river Pripet large changes had
taken place during 1916. Immediately to the south of that
great river the German line now ran along the left bank of the
tributary stream named the Stokhod, and passed about twenty
miles eastward of the railway junction of Kovel. The opposing
lines entered Galicia close to the point at which the river Styr
leaves that province, and then passed southwards to the Car-
pathians, leaving the town of Brody to the east, this place
having been conquered by the Russians (for the second time
in this war) during the previous year. The line then ran
along the north-eastern slope of the Carpathian range as far as,
and somewhat beyond, the point where Bukovina, Hungary,
and Rumania met, and it then struck straight across Rumania,
running a few miles south-east of the river Sereth. The whole
of that district of Rumania which lies between the Danube and
the Black Sea, and which is known as the Dobrudja, was in
German hands. Thus it will be seen that in the terrain be-
tween the Pripet river and the Rumanian frontier the Russians
had made large gains during 1916, whilst within Rumania
itself the Germans had achieved even greater territorial suc-
cesses, and had occupied Bukarest The German conquest of
Wallachia did not affect materially the purely military side of
the Russian campaign, but from the economic point of view,
as already indicated, it was a very important success for the
enemy.

It remains to state the position in the Middle East where
Armenia and Persia together constituted a single theatre of
war. The Russian line commenced on the coast of the Black
Sea a few miles west of Trebizond, passed south of Erzerum
and Mush, and south of Lake Van into Persia. It then ran
south of Lake Urmia and north of Hamadan, eastwards of
which town the positions became more undefined. A large
district of Persia, including Kermanshah and Hamadan, was
occupied by a Turkish Army, but the Russians held Teheran
itself. In the Middle East, where the fighting extended over
such an enormous area, there existed, of course, no continuous
lines of opposing trench-fortifications, such as were to be seen
on the Western and Russian fronts.

This, then, was the general military situation in Europe at
the beginning of January ; but it was not upon the purely
military aspect of the conflict that the attention of belligerents
and onlookers was mainly concentrated at this time. The
war at sea, and that terrible economic contest with which
the naval war was inseparably connected, constituted the
most vital part of the whole colossal struggle for supremacy.
Many persons believed that a decisive victory for either side,
attained by purely military means, was a very improbable



4] THE EUROPEAN WAR [JAN.

contingency. A decisive German advance upon Petrograd,
Moscow, Paris, or even Rome, appeared to be a possibility
which was so remote as to be negligible for purposes of prac-
tical politics. And an overwhelming advance by the Entente
Armies into Germany, either across the Rhine or through
Warsaw and East Prussia, was scarcely less improbable. The
military deadlock, which had been modified but never broken
even by such gigantic operations as the capture of Warsaw in
1915, remained as fixed as ever. There existed, however, a
much greater possibility that a definite result would be reached
through naval activities. The British and French fleets had
been blockading Central Europe for two and a half years, and
the scarcity of food caused in this way was so severe that it was
admittedly doubtful whether Germany and Austria-Hungary
could endure until the next harvest, even by submitting to a
rigid system of much reduced rations. In this way it seemed
conceivable that the Central Powers might be compelled to
capitulate unconditionally. On the other hand, early in the
year the German Government instituted a "blockade" of
Great Britain which was put into operation by submarine
warships; and it was widely hoped in Germany that this
novel form of blockade would cause the complete collapse
of Great Britain, and thereby the overthrow of the whole
aliance. In their submarines the German Government saw
a gleam of hope of definite victory. From the time of the
Battle of the Marne, when the original German plan was com-
pletely upset, to the beginning of 1917, Germany-was fight-
ing not so much to gain victory as to prevent defeat and obtain
a drawn war. But with the coming of the new submarine
blockade, now to be described, there arose in Germany once
more a hope that the war might end with a German victory.
Thus in respect both of the British and of the German block-
ade, the naval war must be given precedence of the military
operations.

THE FIRST THREE MONTHS OF THE GERMAN SUBMARINE
CAMPAIGN.

During thefirstthirty months of thewar the German war-sub-
marines played only a minor part in the great struggle. This
was mainly due to two causes. In thefirst place, the submarines
which Germany possessed at the beginning of the war, and for
months afterwards, were small vessels of from 300 to 500 tons,
and the British Navy found effective methods of destroying
these little ships. Secondly, even the larger submarines which
the German Government subsequently built were found to be
effective against merchantmen only, not against warships, and
through the intervention of the American Government m the
spring of 1916, the German Government were constrained to
impose restrictions on the actions of their submarines which
very greatly diminished the menace to the mercantile marine.
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After the sinking of the steamer Sussex by a German sub-
marine in March, 1916, the American Government, under the
threat of war, exacted a conditional promise from the German
Government that no merchantmen, even if armed for defensive
purposes, should be sunk by submarines without warning or
without due respect for the safety of the passengers and crew.
This promise was conditional in that the German Government
requested the American Ministry to endeavour to induce Great
Britain and her Allies to forego those features of the blockade
of Germany which were alleged to be contrary to International
Law, and stated that in the event of the American Government
failing to obtain this concession, the German Government
would hold themselves free to remove the restrictions on the
activities of the submarines, if they so desired. (See A.R 1916,
p. 333) ,

The American Government did not succeed in inducing Great
Britain to modify her methods of blockading Germany; nor did
President Wilson even make any very determined effort to do
0. It is true that both before and after the Sussex incident the
American Cabinet expressed the view that certain aspects of the
Allies' blockade appeared to be contrary to International Law,
and the suggestion was made that the Allies should abandon
the attempt to starve the civil population of Central Europe;
but the points in dispute were never seriously pressed by the
President. It is clear that at the end of 191G, probably as soon
as Herr von Jagow, the German Foreign Minister, had re-
tired (e Germany), the Government at Washington must
have become aware that Germany was about to recall the
promise given after the sinking of the Sussex, and the great
efforts made by President Wilson in December to secure a
general peace were no doubt largely due to his direct anxiety
to prevent his own country becoming involved in thewar. The
United States Government knew that if the German and
American efforts to persuade the Allies to enter into peace
negotiations failed, the German Government would renew the
unrestricted submarine campaign against merchant shipping.
And that was what happened.

On January 31 Herr Zimmermann, the new Foreign Minister,
presented a Note to Mr. Gerard, the United States Ambassador
in Berlin, which withdrew the promise given after the Sussex
incident and inaugurated the era of unrestricted attacks upon
merchantmen by the German submarines. The Note (which
is quoted more fully under " Germany") referred first to
President Wilson's address to Congress on January 22 and ex-
pressed the agreement of the Imperial Government with many
of the opinions and aspirations of the President. The Note ex-
plained that owing to the continuance of the British blockade
and the refusal of the Entente to enter into peace negotia-
tions, the Imperial Executive was now compelled " to abandon
the limitations which it has hitherto imposed on itself in the
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employment of its fighting weapons at sea.  Trusting that the
American people and their Government will not close their eyes
to the reasons for this resolution and its necessity, the Imperial
Government hopes that the United States will appreciate the
new state of affairs from the high standpoint of impartiality,
and will aso on their part help to prevent further misery and
a sacrifice of human lives which might be avoided. While |
venture, as regards details of the projected war measures, to
refer to the attached Memorandum, | venture at the same time
to express the expectation that the American Government will
warn American ships against entering the barred zones described
in the Annexe, and its subjects against entrusting passengers or
goods to vessels trading with harbours in the barred zones."

The Memorandum which is mentioned in the above passage
as being annexed to the German Note is of strategic interest
and may be quoted herein full. It stated that : " From February
1, 1917, all sea traffic in the hereafter designated barred zones
(Sperrgebiete) around Great Britain, France, and Italy, and in
the Eastern Mediterranean, will without further notice be pre-
vented by all weapons These barred zones are :—

"A. (In the North Sea) The area around England and
France, delimited by a line at 20 nautical miles distance along
the Dutch coast to the Terschelling Lightship degree of longi-
tude, from the Terschelling Lightship to Udsire (off the
Norwegian coast), thence in a line over a point 62° north lati-
tude, 0~ longitude, to 62° north, 5° west; further to a point 3
miles south of Faroe, thence over a point 62° north, 15° West3
then 57° north, 20° west, 47° north, 20° west; further to 43
north, 15° west; then along latitude 43" north to 20 nautical
miles from Cape Finisterre, and at 20 nautical miles distance
along the north coast of Spain to the French frontier.

“B. (Inthe Mediterranean.) To neutral shipping the marine
area remains open west of a line drawn from Point de Les
Pignettes (Gulf of Lyons) to 38° 20' north and 6’ east, as well
as north and west of a strip 60 nautical miles wide, along
the North African coast, beginning at 2 degrees west longi-
tude. In order to connect this marine area with Greece a strip
20 nautical miles wide runs north or east respectively of the
following line : 38° north and 6Y east to 38° north and 10° east,
to 37° north and 11° 30' east, to 34° north and 11° 30' east, to
34° north, and 22" 30' east. From here a strip 20 nautical
miles wide runs west of longitude 22° 30" east into Greek
territorial waters.

" Neutral ships which navigate the barred zones will do so at
their own risk. Even though provision be made that neutral
ships which on February 1 are en route to ports in the barred
zones will be spared during an appropriate period, it is never-
theless urgently advisable that they be directed by all means
available into other routes. Neutral ships which are lying in
harbours in the barred zones can with equal security still leave
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the barred zones if they depart before February 5 and take the
shortest route to a free zone.

" The traffic of regular American passenger steamers can
continue to proceed unmolested on the following conditions:—

" {a) If Falmouth is taken as the port of destination.

(b) If on the voyage out and back vessels are steered for the
Scillies as well as to a point 50° north and 20° west. On this
route no German mines will be laid.

1 (c) If steamers show the following special signs which in
American harbours are permitted to them (American vessels)
alone, namely, the hull and superstructure to be painted with
vertical stripes, three meters wide, alternately white and red ;
on each mast to be a large white and red flag chequered ; at the
stern the American national flag. During darkness the national
flag and the painting to be as recognisable as possible from afar,
and the vessels to be thoroughly and brightly illuminated.

" (d) If one steamer goes weekly in each direction arriving at
Falmouth on Sunday and departing on Wednesday.

" (e) If the guarantee of the American Government is given
that these steamers carry no contraband (according to the
German contraband list)

" Further, Germany is prepared, in view of the need for
Continental passenger traffic, that every weekday a Dutch
paddie-steamer shall receive free and unobstructed right of
passage in each direction between Flushing and Southwold, on
condition that the said paddle-steamers only pass through the
barred zones by daylight, and that they steer by the North
Hinder Lightship, both on the outward and homeward voyage.
On this route no German mines will be laid. The marks on
the ships making these voyages to be the same as those given
regarding American passenger steamers

"Two maps are attached in which the barred zones are
shown. Corresponding notes have been delivered to the
Governments of other neutral States."

The above was the communication which served to inaugu-
rate this new and desperate phase of the war. As the Memor-
andum and the accompanying maps showed all the waters
surrounding the British Islands and the whole of the northern
and western coasts of France, as also the eastern Mediterranean,
were barred. A small sector of the south coast of France was,
however, left free, and although Italy was of course completely
surrounded by a war-zone, a passage was provided for ships
going to neutral Greece.

The removal of the restrictions on submarines caused the
United States of America to enter the ranks of the enemies
of Germany (see U S.A.), but it also caused an immediate and
very serious increase in the shipping losses of the Entente
Powers. The new campaign was of course directed especialy
against Great Britain. Now the total tonnage of the British
mercantile marine was approximately 20,000,000 gross register
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tons, of which over 8,000,000 tons were being utilised for war
purposes, thereby greatly reducing the number of ships available
for the importation of ordinary necessaries into the United
Kingdom. During February, the first month of the un-
restricted submarine warfare, the British merchant ships sunk
represented approximately 500,000 tons. Hence if this rate
of destruction were maintained, the enemy could expect to sink
6,000,000 tons of British shipping in ayear. Against this loss,
the results of the rapid construction of new craft must be
placed. It was believed, however, that even with assistance from
America, to build merchant ships to the extent of 3,000,000 tons
in ayear would require, under war conditions, the very greatest
energy and effort, and would represent the maximum possible
achievement, so that Great Britain was faced at the end of
February with the serious possibility of a net loss of over
3,000,000 tons of shipping, that is, of about 16 per cent, of
her mercantile marine, within twelve months. It was thus
clear that unless an effective method of destroying the German
submarines were discovered, the losses of shipping would
necessitate, by the end of 1917, arestriction either of the im-
portation of food and other necessaries into Great Britain or of
the carriage of suppliestothe British Armiesoverseas, or of both,
and that the new campaign threatened actual disaster to the
cause of the Alliesin the following year.

The losses of ships belonging to the other Entente Powers
and to neutral States must also not be forgotten. Within the
war-zones the Germans destroyed neutral shipping in the most
ruthless manner; in particular, a large number of Norwegian
vessels were sunk. This factor, though very appreciable, was
of course of much less importance than the destruction of
British ships. Before the new submarine campaign about
3,000,000 tons of neutral (including American) shipping were
employed in traffic with the United Kingdom.

During February fairly full particulars of the British losses
were published, the names of most of the individual ships being
made known. As already stated, the British ships destroyed
aggregated about 500,000 tons, the average tonnage per vessel
being approximately 3,100, if fishing-boats be excluded from
the reckoning. These figures indicated a serious acceleration
in the rate of destruction as compared with the period before
February 1. In the first thirty months of the war, the British
shipping losses amounted to only 3,000,000 tons, that is, an
average of 100,000 tons per month. In December, 1916 the
loss rose to 250,000 tons, and the Germans wrought about the
same destruction in January, 1917. Thus the removal of the
restrictions on submarines had the immediate effect of doubling
their powers of destruction. From the end of February on-
wards the British Government published aweekly return of the
British shipping losses, but the practice of publishing the names
of individual vessels was discontinued, and the aggregate
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tonnage destroyed was also not stated in the returns. The
first of these official reportsrelated to the week ending February
25, and gave the following particulars :—

1. Arrivals and sailings of merchant vessels of all nation-
alities (over 100 tons net) at and from United Kingdom ports
(exclusive of fishing and local craft): (a) arrivals 2,280; (b) sail-
ings 2,261.

2. British merchant vessels sunk by mine or submarine (a)
1,600 tons (gross) or over—15 ; (b) under 1,600 tons (gross)—®6.

3. British merchant vessels unsuccessfully attacked by sub-
marines—12.

4. British fishing vessels sunk—4.

The more important data contained in the reports published
during the next five weeks are shown in the following table:—

Arrivals Sailings British Ships
Week at from Sunk. Sunk. Unsuccessfully
Endin United United Over Under Attacked
9 Kingdom Kingdom 1600 Tons. 1600 Tons. by Sub-
Poits Ports marines.
March 4 2,528 2,477 14 9 16
11 1,985 1,959 13 4 16
T 2,528 2,554 16 8 19
.. 25 2,314 2,433 18 7 18
April 1 2,281 2,399 18 13 17

It will be noticed that during these five weeks, that is,
roughly during the month of March, 120 British vessels were
sunk by submarines or mines. If it be assumed, as it is no
doubt legitimate to assume, that the average tonnage of the
vessels sunk remained approximately the same as during Febru-
ary, then the conclusion reached is that slightly less than
400,000 tons of British shipping were destroyed during March.
Thefiguresfor April revealed, however, an increase which was
nothing less than alarming :—

Arrivals Sailings British Ships
2 f K. Sunk Unsuccessfull
e United United o Under Ritacked
Kingdom Kingdom 1600 Tons 1600 Tons Sub-
Ports. Ports. marines.
Apnl8 2,406 2,367 17 2 14
. 15 2379 2,331 21 9 16
22 2,585 2,621 41 16 28
29 2,716 2,690 > 12 2

As the above table shows, 153 British ships were reported
sunk during these four weeks, representing, in all probability,
slightly under 500,000 tons. The extraordinary feature in this
series is of course the sudden and startling increase of losses
in the third week of April.

Thus the British losses for the first three months of the new
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submarine campaign reached a total of nearly 1,500,000 tons, a
rate of destruction which, if it were maintained, would gravely
imperil the cause of the Entente Powers in the year 1916.

THE GERMAN RETREAT IN THE WEST.

The military operations in the Western theatre opened
with a great German retreat. The movement was of a kind
altogether new to the French Front. In one sense it was true
to call the operation now carried out a voluntary retirement,
but in another sense it was quite involuntary. When Marshal
von Hindenburg became Chief of the German General Staff, a
position which the German War Lord had sufficient sagacity to
make, for all practical purposes, that of Commander-in-Chief,
the great strategist turned his mind seriously to the problems
of the Western campaign, and in so doing he reached conclu-
sions different from those of his predecessor. The defensive
line held by the German Army had originated largely through
chance. The existing line had represented the first convenient
and defensible position upon which the Germans could turn at
bay after the great defeat on the Marne. And although in-
dentations had been made in their line they had succeeded in
clinging with desperate obstinacy to these positions from Sep-
tember, 1914, till February, 1917. And solong as the authorities
in Berlin contemplated the possibility of any new offensivesin
France, it was clearly against their interests to yield voluntarily
asingle mile of soil. It was not until the effort to take Ver-
dun had been finally and very reluctantly abandoned late in
the summer of 1916 that the German Staff brought themselves
to admit the truth that to take the offensive against the superior
Franco-British Army could only involve them in useless and
sanguinary reverses. The steady accumulation of munitions by
the French and of both men and munitions by the British had
given the Western Powers an unassailable preponderance of
strength, and thus it came about that von Hindenburg decided
to adopt a purely defensive strategy on his Western Front.

The new plan freed the Germans from the necessity of hold-
ing every mile of the territory which they happened to be
occupying when they stayed their retreat in 1914. The in-
vaders were now at liberty to station themselves on the strongest
line which might be consistent with the retention of all those
points, such as the Belgian coast, that were vital to the general
conduct of the war in the West; they were no longer compelled
to occupy the most advanced line. Hence the world witnessed
in the spring a great withdrawal of the northern sections of the
German Army to what came to be known as the " Hindenburg
Line." It was a cause of special satisfaction in England that
the large sector of the German front which was withdrawn in-
cluded that part of the line which the British had assaulted so
desperately in the Battle of the Somme, and that the towns,
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notably Bapaume, which had been the British objectivesin that
battle were now, six months later, rapidly falling into the hands
of the deliverers. And, moreover, apart altogether from the
change in the general conception of German strategy, it is
certainly very possible that the enemy's staff may have thought
it not merely undesirable but actually impracticable to hold
longer the positions in the Somme district which had been
pounded with such terrific energy by the British guns during
the previous summer and autumn.

Thus the reader will perceive that the retreat, as stated at
the outset, was both voluntary and involuntary. In that it was
not the direct and immediate result of a Franco-British assault,
for no such assault took place at this time, and in that the
retreating troops lost but very few men and guns, the retire-
ment was voluntary. Butsince it was caused by the superiority
of force now attained by the Western Alliesin general, and by
the earlier offensive of the British on the Somme in particular,
the withdrawal was altogether contrary to the original wishes
of the invaders, and the change in the German strategy, of
which the retreat was the signal, was itself an open confession
of relative weakness.

In February, shortly before the commencement of the
German retreat, the British forces relieved the French Army
of another sector of the long linein France. It will be remem-
bered that in the campaign of the previous year the British
held that portion of the line extending from the north side of
Y pres to the north (right) bank of the Somme, afew miles to
the west of Peronne. In the new year, however, the British
right wing was extended another 30 miles farther south, and
thus reached the immediate vicinity of Roye.

It was on the British front that the backward movement of
the German troops began. Several advanced positions, such as
the village of Grandcourt, were yielded up early in February,
but the large movement did not begin until February 25.
North of the Somme the Germans got clear of their advanced
lines without the British troops facing them becoming aware of
what was happening ; and for two or three days the British
commanders did not realise that the enemy were in truth in-
itiating a really large retreat. There was nothing especially
surprising in thisignorance. The extraordinarily subterraneous
character of modern warfare renders it easier than heretofore
for a general to withdraw his advanced lines without disclosing
the operation to his adversary, and the reader may be reminded
of the remarkably successful Britishwithdrawalsfrom Gallipoli,
where the preliminary operations were not dissimilar.

During the next fortnight the movement was extended
northwards and southwards until by the middle of March the
entire German line from Arras to Soissons was falling back
swiftly towards the Belgian frontier. The distance between
the two extreme points of the retreat was about 70 milesin a
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straight line, but the actual fighting front involved was, owing
to the curves of the front, much longer—at least 120 miles.
Of this sector, the British held about 80 miles and the French
about 40 miles. Before the end of February, eleven villages
were recaptured, and the retirement gathering speed as it pro-
gressed, the British entered Bapaume in triumph on March 16.
Two days later Peronne, Nesle, and Chaulnes were captured,
and at this stage both the British and French sent cavalry in
pursuit of the foe. The small town of Ham fell to the French
on March 19. By March 22 the centre of the German re-
treating line had reached a point about 4 miles west of St.
Quentin, and on this date the middle sector of the line ceased to
retire and occupied the new fortified positions which had been
prepared. The Franco-British advance was least deep on that
section of the 120 mile front on which the advance had taken
place in the previous year, that is to say, between Grandcourt
and Chaulnes, and was deepest northwards of Grandcourt
nearly as far as Arras, and southwards of Chaulnes as far as
Soissons.  The maximum depth of the advance was nearly 20
miles, this being the distance between the old Allied front west
of Roye and the new Allied line east of Ham. The distance
from Lassigny, which the Germans held in February, to
Chauny, is also about 20 miles. On the main road from
Bapaume to Cambrai, the British advanced about 8 miles
beyond the former town. Between Arras and Bapaume, that
is, north of the region of the advance of 1916, the German
retreat also reached a depth of not less than 15 miles.

By this manoeuvre, the Crown Prince of Bavaria, who was
in command of the entire German front from the sea to
Soissons, succeeded in reducing the length of his line by about
40 miles, thereby obtaining, of course, a corresponding economy
of man-power; but in so doing he yielded up a very considerable
area of France to itsrightful owners. The totals of men and
guns captured during the retreat were less satisfactory to the
Allies. During March, in spite of the great retreat, the British
took only 1,239 prisoners and captured only 3 field-guns.

THE FRANCO-BRITISH OFFENSIVES IN APRIL.

Less than three weeks after the termination of the German
retreat Sir Douglas Haig, the Commander-in-Chief of the
British forces in France, launched a new offensive against
this same section of the German front. The assault began
on April 9 and the most critical fighting took place west of
Lens, though the conflict extended many miles south-east-
wards, as far as the environs of St. Quentin. Near Lens the
British captured a long low hill, known as the " Vimy Ridge,"
which had long been vigorously contested, as it was believed
completely to dominate Lens and, indeed, the country* for 10
miles to the north-east. This ridge was carried by Canadian
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troops in a few hours and was subsequently successfully held
by them ; but in the result it was proved not to be the key of
Lens, for the Germans maintained their hold on that town,
notwithstanding that the British reached the suburbs and clung
to the broken fortifications therein for several days. On the
first day of the offensive, 9,000 Germans were captured, and
4,000 more prisoners were taken in the next three days. More-
%VQI’Z fr:om April 9 to 13, 170 guns fell into the hands of the
ritisn.

In spite of these preliminary successes, however, the course
of the offensive was similar to that of all other offensives on the
Western Front, whether German or Franco-British, since the
establishment of the system of trench-fortifications at the end
of September, 1914; the advanced lines of the defenders were
destroyed and captured, but the supporting fortifications were
successfully held

On April 16, the French, now under the command of
General Nivelle, delivered an attack on the entire front from
Soissons to Rheims, the assault being preceded by the usual
severe bombardment, which in this case lasted ten days. The
first line of the German fortifications was captured from
Soissons to the neighbourhood of Berry-au-Bac, and 10,000
prisoners were taken on the first day, but after these preliminary
successes the French were unable to make any appreciable pro-
gress, and the failure naturally caused keen disappointment
in France. On April 17 the offensive was extended eastwards
as far as Auberive, that village being captured and over 2,000
prisoners being taken. The French captured about 80 guns
in three days. The Germans had strengthened this part of
their front in anticipation of the offensive, and according to
the French General Staff the enemy mustered nineteen divisions
between Soissons and Auberive. Determined counter-attacks
were delivered by the Germans, but none of these met with
more than trifling success, and the Germans only claimed to
have captured 3,000 prisoners.

The moderate results of the British offensive in the north,
which came to be known as the Battle of Arras, and of the
French offensive further south, which was called the Second
Battle of the Aisne, was no doubt mainly due to the enor-
mous inherent advantages possessed by the defending side
in modern warfare; but the difficulties of the Allies had been
unexpectedly enhanced by the Russian Revolution, which had
upset the calculations of the French and British General Staffs.
After the Revolution, which took placein March, fighting ceased
almost completely in the Eastern theatre, and for several
months the state of affairs there was almost tantamount to an
informal armistice. This enabled the Germans to transfer a
large number of regiments to the West, and by the end of
April 170 German divisionswere massedin France and Belgium,
these forces constituting more than two-thirds of the entire
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German Army. Whether the Franco-British offensives in
April would have succeeded in breaking through the enemy's
lines if Russia had continued to play her part must of course
remain a matter for speculation, for at the best the task was a
desperately arduous one; but that the difficulties were in fact
much greater even than was anticipated when the Allied plans
were completed in February is certain.

During the month of April the British captured 19,343
prisoners and the French took over 20,000; and the British
took 257 guns, 227 trench-mortars,, and 470 machine-guns. It
is instructive to compare these statistics with those relating to
the month of March, which were given above.

CHAPTER I1.
FROM THE MIDDLE OF MAY TO THE FALL OF RIGA.

THE fourth summer campaign was characterised and greatly
influenced by the unprecedented and astonishing conditions
which prevailed on the Russian Front. The outbreak of the
Revolution undermined, and in many regiments and some
entire divisions virtually destroyed, the discipline of the Russian
soldiers. Hundreds of thousands of the simple Russian soldiers
imagined that the Revolution would bring about the immediate
inauguration of a blissful Millennium, in which there could be
no place for war.  The half-superstitious and somewhat pathe-
tic reverence for the monarch which had filled the minds of the
primitive peasants only a few years before, had now given place
to an equally dreamy and equally pathetic idealism, which
aspired to a universal brotherhood and to the spread of kindli-
ness between all men. And along large sections of the Front,
especially where the Russians faced Austrians, the soldiers,
freed by the Revolution from the control of their officers, pro-
ceeded immediately to put these high sentiments into practice.
They ceased to fire, they walked out from the trenches, hurled
their rifles upon the ground and stuck their bayonets into the
turf, and by every gesture signified to their delighted adversaries
that they had had more than enough of fighting. The humane
man may understand though he cannot condone this sudden re-
version to a natural human repugnance from the horrible and
sickening slaughter of men by men, for it must be noted here
that this unorganised expression of sentiment in the East re-
acted with painful severity upon Russia's Allies in the West.
Moreover, the fraternisation with Germans and Austrians was
not the only expression of the revolutionary spirit. There were
other and still more sinister developments. International
Socialism, with which the urban proletariat had now largely
inoculated the peasant soldiery, endeavours to dissuade the
common folk from hating other nations, but it rarely discoun-
tenances the most bitter hatred of other sections of a man's
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fellow-countrymen. Thus it came about that hundreds of
Russian officers were murdered in cold blood by their own men,
many of them for no other reason than that they happened to
be officers. And hundreds of thousands of soldiers, encouraged
by the proclamations of the Council of Workmen's and Soldiers'
Delegates and by the teachings of the extremists, deserted the
Front and spread over the interior of Russia. And none dared
hinder them.

The German and Austro-Hungarian authorities were not
slow to take advantage of this extraordinary situation. They
encouraged by every means in their power the fraternisation of
their own men with the Russian troops, hoping to convert the
informal truceinto an official armistice and ultimately into a
separate peace with Russia.  The fraternisation was, as already
stated, especially cordial on the Galician Front, because amongst
the Russians, as, indeed, with most of the Allied troops, except
the Italians, there had always been less animosity against the
Austrians than against the Germans. But conditions were not
very different farther north. And in Lithuania during the
spring the German generals organised trips for the Lettish and
Lithuanian soldiers, these men being permitted to visit their
homes, situated in many cases long distances westward of the
German Front. The Letts were then duly conveyed back to
their own lines, where, it was hoped, they would propagate
ideas of peace. This de facto armistice lasted for more than
three months, from the end of March until the end of June.
The use which the German authorities made of the opportun-
ities afforded to them by the Revolution'was, it may be noted,
highly significant, and constituted a silent tribute to the power
of the Western Allies in general and of Great Britain in parti-
cular. They made use of the situation in order to obtain a
respite from the Eastern War. They took merely a negative
not a positive advantage of the situation. Now it is difficult to
imagine that a dominant Germany, the Germany of 1915, would
not have seized the chance afforded by the revolutionary dis-
organisation to strike an overwhelming blow at the Eastern foe.
At the time of the triumphant Warsaw Campaign the Central
Powers were able to parry with ease the French, British, and
Italian assaults. But in 1917 these attacks strained to the
utmost all the resources and determination of the defence.
And the German General Staff were so anxious about the
stability of their lines in France and Flanders that they trans-
ferred division after division from East to West, and through
many weeks attempted no offensive against the demoralised
mob which was all that confronted them in Russia. Nothing
could indicate more clearly than this the remarkable growth
of British land-power. And when at last operations were re-
sumed in the East, it was Russia not the Central Powers which
took the initiative. At one time the number of German divi-
sions in Russia was reduced to seventy.
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Thus it came about that a greatly increased and unexpected
burden was thrown upon the Western Allies, and in all the
circumstances it was not surprising that the armies of these
Powers were able to achieve only small advances during the
summer.

THE ITALIAN OFFENSIVES IN MAY AND AUGUST.

The course of the war in the Italian Theatre manifested a
progressive increase of power on the part of the Latin kingdom,
which was not altogether dissimilar from, although less re-
markable than, the progressive growth of Great Britain's mili-
tary strength. In both cases military power was extended and
built up in a steady manner after the outbreak of hostilities,
although in the one case the initial weakness was due solely to
inferior numbers and in the other case mainly to inferior arma-
ment. At the beginning of the war in May, 1915, and for more
than a year afterwards the Austrians enjoyed an advantage
over their new foes in geographical position, in munitions, and
in every essential element of military strength with the im-
portant exception of numbers. The Italians possessed a great
numerical superiority. This was, however, more than counter-
balanced by the other factors; and at the beginning of June,
1916, the small but well-led and well-armed Austrian Army was
on the point of carrying out an advance into the Venetian plain,
which, according to all theindications, would have been danger-
ously successful, if it had not been suddenly paralysed at the
last moment by the brilliant and formidable intervention of the
Russian General Brusiloff. Later in the same summer, how-
ever, General Cadorna, the Italian Commander-in-Chief, re-
deemed hisreputation by his brilliant victory at Gorizia: which,
with the exception of the Marne, is probably to be reckoned as
the most important success that the Allies had won in Western
Europe up to that date. And in May, 1917, the Italians once
more took the offensive in the direction of Trieste.

During the winter the Italians had greatly strengthened
their artillery, and in addition they were able to face the new
summer campaign with the assistance of numerous British guns
and gunners. The Austrians, on their side, had used the winter
respite to fortify further their formidable mountain positions,
and at the critical moment they were fortunate in being able to
withdraw a number of divisions from the Galician Front, well
knowing that the Russians would not test their weakness in
that region. The new battle took place in the district where
fighting occurred at the time of the capture of Gorizia. The
Italian line ran southwards from Plezzo to the seg, along the
left bank of the river Isonzo, the line being in some places,
notably in the coastal terrain known as the Carso, 6 or 7
miles eastward of the famous river. After three days' violent
artillery preparation, in which the British gunners played a con-
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spicuous part, Cadorna launched a general assault on May 14
along the whole front from Tolminoto the sea.  The bombard-
ment was of such a formidable character that in spite of the
enormous difficulties presented by the topography, the Italians
were able to reach the advanced positions of the Austrians on
nearly all sections of the line attacked. In the first three days
the Italians took over 4,000 prisoners, but they captured only
very few guns. The fighting was desperately severe, lines of
trenches being captured and recaptured five or six times in one
day. The Austrians possessed every advantage of position, in
addition to that great inherent advantage which the defending
side always possesses in modern warfare, and in these circum-
stances it was not surprising that in spite of their numerical
inferiority they were able to hold their ground. The Austrians
delivered vigorous counter-attacks, and on May 15 and 16 cap-
tured about 1,500 prisoners. The Italians made their most
brilliant efforts in the zone between Monte Kuk and Monte
Vodice, and on May 18 they captured Hill 652, thetopmost peak
of Monte Vodice.

On May 23 Cadorna threw forward the second wave of his
great offensive, the chief effort being made this time on the ex-
treme right wing of the Italian Army, between Kortanjevica
and the sea Hudi Log and Jamiano were captured, and
9,000 prisoners weretaken inone day. The Austrian defenders
were, however, reinforced by Hungarian troops from the Eastern
Front, and these regiments carried out some very creditable
counter-attacks, the Italians being driven back in many places
and losing about 4,000 men as prisoners on May 24 and 25. On
this latter day the whole line from Plava to the sea swayed to
and fro repeatedly and the casualties on both sides were ex-
tremely heavy. The net result was that the Austrians main-
tained their general strategic line, the Italians only succeeding
in capturing certain points of minor tactical importance. A
feature of thisbattle was the spirited character of the Austrian
defence, which was by no means purely passive but took the
form of constant counter-attacks. The Italian assaults on the
Carso lasted four days, but died down on May 27. Between
May 14 and the end of that month the Italians captured forty
guns, and about 25,000 prisoners, whilst in the same period the
Austrians took about 13,000 prisoners. The battle continued
at various points between Tolmino and the sea during the first
week of June, but no essential changes in the situation were
made. Whilst these operations were taking place on the eastern
sector of the Italian Front, the Carinthian and Tyrolese seg-
ments of the line remained comparatively quiescent, neither
side attempting to make any serious diversions in those dis-
tricts.

The Italians carried out another great offensive in the same
district in August, and this, which the Austrians called the
" Eleventh Isonzo Battle," developed in much the same manner

B
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as did the battlein May. On August 19, after an artillery pre-
paration lasting about thirty-six hours, General Cadorna once
more attacked along the whole of the front from Tolmino to
the sea, which was about 40 miles in length. From Plava
to the sea, a distance of about 25 miles, the Austrian first
line was carried in the first rush, and 8,000 prisoners were
taken on the first day. Northwards of Plava, upto Tolmino,
the attack was less successful. The subsequent operations
illustrated once more the difficulty of breaking the second and
third lines of an entrenched defence, as contrasted with the
vulnerability of a first line. On the second and third days
5,000 more prisoners were taken, and thirty guns fell to the
Italians in the first three days. On the fourth and fifth days
further progress was made, and another thirty guns and 7,000
more prisonerswere captured. The contest was fiercest around
the Bainsizza Plateau, the high tableland situated to the east
of the Isonzo, between Loga and Vodice, and eastward of those
places. The Italians swarmed across the river by means of
fourteen pontoon bridges, and rushed up the western slopes of
the plateau regardless of the Austrian fire. On August 24 the
Italian troops stormed Monte Santo, a dominating peak on the
south of the plateau, about 2 miles south-east of Vodice.
This was a most remarkable feat, since Monte Santo, in addi-
tion to being a position of great natural strength, had been
fortified by all the arts of modern warfare. On the plateau
itself the Italians advanced no less than 4 miles on a front
of 12 miles, and thus approached the eastern slopes of the
tableland. After taking Monte Santo on the sixth day of the
offensive, the Italians next directed their main efforts towards
the capture of Monte San Gabriele, another formidable height
lying to the south of Monte Santo. The Italians attacked the
hill repeatedly both from the north and from the west, but the
position proved too strong for them. In these assaults the
Italian losses were heavy. The Austrians threw in reinforce-
ments all along the line, and made vigorous counter-attacks, and
in this way they in their turn captured thousands of prisoners.
The battle continued for three weeks, but after August 24 the
Italians made but little progress; on the contrary, the Austrians
recaptured part of the terrain that they had lost. During the
three weeks of this battle the Italians captured over 30,000
prisoners and about eighty guns. The Austrians took 18,000
prisoners. The Italians employed more than 250 aeroplanes in
these operations.

THE RUSSIAN COLLAPSE IN GALICIA.

The virtual armistice which was established in the Eastern
Theatre after the Russian Revolution has already been de-
scribed. This state of affairs lasted for morethan three months.
At the end of June, however, the new Russian Government
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yielded to the great pressure which the Allies and the pro-war
partyin EUROPEAN brought to bear upon them, and ordered the
Army to resume operations and to take the offensive against
the now quiescent Austro-German invaders. M. Kerensky had
originally desired to obtain from all the Allies, jointly, a new
declaration of war-aims before ordering the Russian Army to
re-enter the war. He wished to have the Entente war-aims
revised in accordance with the new Russian formula of "No
Annexations and no Indemnities” ; and he feared that unless
the non-aggressive character of the war was made clear to the
Army in some such manner as this, the revolutionary soldiery
could not be relied upon to move. As the event proved, his
fears were well founded; and it is clear that he was unwise
from the purely military point of view to yield to the persuasions
of those who were much less cognisant of the conditions in the
Army than he was, although it is certainly very possible that
even if new and unaggressive war-aims had been proclaimed,
the disciplineless soldiery would still have refused to fight.

During the whole of the first six months of the year there
were no serious operations on any part of the Eastern Front.
Early in January the German advance in Rumania, which
had been the chief feature of the closing months of the previous
year, came to a halt in the neighbourhood of the river Sereth,
but not before the invaders had captured Braila and Focsani,
two important towns on the west side of that river. After
these events, neither side attempted to take the initiative in
Rumania for several months. On June 29, however, the Russian
Army commenced an offensive in Galiciain the neighbourhood
of Brzezany. At the beginning of June, General Brusiloff had
been appointed Commander-in-Chief, in succession to General
Alexieff, and it was natural that the new Generalissimo should
select the scene of his successes in the previous year as the
sector for his new move. At first the new offensive prospered
fairly well. In the first four days the Russians captured
20,000 prisoners and thirty guns. The Russians succeeded
in making a considerable breach in the Austro-Hungarian line,
between Koniuchy and Byshki (north of Brzezany), but their
losses appear to have been even heavier than is usual and in-
evitable in such operations. Another breach was made in the
enemy's defences further north, at Zborow, the Russians em-
ploying in this district an enormous mass of troops, who ad-
vanced to the assault in twelve or more successive waves.

The greatest Russian success was gained, however, much
further south, a few days later. This occurred near Stanislau,
the important town and railway junction near the Carpathian
foot-hillswhich Brusiloff had captured in the previous summer.
The Austro-Hungarian positions were situated a short distance
to the west of theriver Bystrzyca. On July 7 and 8 the Rus-
sians broke these positions along a front of 15 miles, and drove
the Austrians back a distance of 8 miles, using cavalry in the

B2
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pursuit.  Seven thousand prisoners were taken and fifty guns.
This operation was carried out under the personal direction
of General Korniloff, the Commander of the Eighth Army,
who had previously been commandant of Petrograd. General
Korniloff, who was a Cossack Chief, subsequently became
famous in consequence of his ambitious intervention in po-
litical affairs. He was very popular with the Cossacks, but
possessed little influence with the other troops. On July 10
the town of Halicz, on the Dniester, and lyingtherefore between
Brzezany and Stanislau, was captured by Korniloff's army, and
the depth of the Russian advance south of the great river in-
creased to 15 miles. The Austro-Hungarian troops were now
defending the line of the river Lomnica, a tributary stream,
which flowsinto the Dniester at Halicz. It seemed probable,
however, that their defence would be overcome, and they lost
the town of Kalush, on the western bank. At this point, Ger-
man troops began to arrive, and the Russians therefore had to
encounter a stronger resistance.  During the long informal
armistice the Berlin General Staff had removed about twenty-
five of their divisions from the Eastern Front, but they now
began to pass these army-corps back to the threatened points
between the Pripet and the Carpathians. Korniloff was thus
compelled after three days' severe fighting to evacuate Kalush
and to retire to the east bank of the Lomnica, where, however,
he showed himself able to hold his ground.

It was at this point in the battle that the catastrophe oc-
curred. The war-spirit of many of the Russian divisions had
been undermined by the propaganda of the extreme Socialists,
and at the critical moment certain regiments near Zborow refused
to go into battle. The infection spread, and the German Com-
manders seeing their opportunity, broke through the Russian
line at this spot, and marched rapidly along the railway from
Lemberg to Tarnopol. Chaos ensued in the Russian ranks.
The artillery and the cavalry remained staunch—most of the
cavalry being, of course, Cossacks—and the officers of the in-
fantry did their utmost to control their men, but the rank and
file had no spirit for the fight and no discipline, and they fled
in hordes. The break on the roads to Tarnopol necessitated a
retreat farther south. Halicz was retaken by the Germans on
July 23. M. Kerensky, who had just become Prime Minister,
immediately appointed General Korniloff as Commander of the
entire " South-Western Front," from the Pripet to Rumania,
but even Korniloff could not stop the panic. Korniloff's pre-
decessor in this post, General Gator, was in no way responsible
for the disaster, which was wholly due to insubordination.

After this the Austro-German advance was almost unop-
posed in many places, and the enemy rapidly recovered not only
the small territory which he had lost earlier in July, but also
much of the large area which General Brusiloff had conquered
in 1916. The Russian soldiers deserted in tens of thousands.
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In the words of the Army Committee of the South-Western
Front (a new democratic body), what happened was as follows:
" Some elements voluntarily evacuate their positions without
even waiting for the approach of the enemy. Cases are on
record in whichan order given to proceed with ail haste to such-
and-such a spot to assist comrades in distress has been discussed
for several hours at meetings, and thereinforcements were con-
sequently delayed. These elements, at the first shots fired by
the enemy, abandon their positions. For a distance of several
hundred versts long files of deserters, both armed and unarmed,
men who are in good health and robust, who have lost all
shame and feel that they can act altogether with impunity, are
proceeding to the rear of the army. Frequently entire units
desert in this manner." Orders were given to fire on these
deserters, but as in many places they were not only armed but
in a large majority, the loyal troops were often overpowered,
and in many instances whole batteries of artillery-men were
slaughtered by the flying infantry. Even an appea by the
Council of Workmen's and Soldiers' Delegates had little or no
effect.

OnJuly 24, General Bohm-Ermolli'stroopsentered Stanislau
and Tarnopol, the latter being an important town on the main
railway from Lemberg to Odessa, which the Bussians had held
ever since their first advance in September, 1914, even through
the great disasters of 1915. Buczacz, Delatyn, and Kolomea
then fell in quick succession. By July 28 the Austro-German
forces reached the frontier at Husiatyn, and thus virtually the
whole of Galicia was cleared of Bussian troops, the Germans
therefore advancing even farther in this direction than they
did in 1915. Meantime the Rumanians created quite a serious
diversion on their front farther south, and with the help of the
local Bussian contingents captured sixty Austrian guns, and
several thousands of prisoners; but the gallant Bumanian Army
was too weak numerically to counter-act the gigantic Bussian
defection. From the date when the Austro-German forces took
the offensive seriously at Zborow, July 19, to the end of the
month they advanced over 60 miles. The whole of Bukovina
was reconquered early in August, and the Austrians re-entered
Czernovitz (which thus changed hands for the sixth time) on
the third of that month. At the same time General Korniloff
succeeded General Brusiloff as Commander-in-Chief. During
the second half of July and the first half of August the Austro-
German forces captured about 200 guns and about 20,000
prisoners from the Bussians, and aso numerous prisoners and
about fifty guns from the Bumanians.

THE OPERATIONS IN THE WEST.

The Franco-British Front was the scene of much the
largest military operations of the summer, and for thefirst time
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since the Marne this theatre took precedence decidedly of the
Russian Front. The Central Powers now employed a larger
number of divisions against the Franco-British Front than
against the Russo-Rumanian Front. And since all the troops
in the West were German, their average quality was doubt-
less higher than that of the mixed German, Austrian, Hun-
garian, Bulgarian, and Turkish corps which confronted the
disorderly Muscovites and their immediate Allies. Moreover,
the divisions in the West were more plentifully supplied
with artillery. The information available appeared to show
that during the summer of 1917 the German field army con-
sisted of about 240 divisions, of which nearly 170 were stationed
in the West during the period of the informal Russian armis-
tice, that is, from the end of March to the end of June. Of
these 170 divisions, nearly seventy were stationed over against
the British, and over seventy faced the French, the remain-
der being held as a general strategic reserve. The British
Front was still less than one-third that of the entire Western
line, but as these figures show, the concentration against the
British was, relatively, very much greater than that against the
French—so much so, that the now huge British Expeditionary
Force confronted nearly half the German force in the West,
and approximately one-third of the entire German Army. This
fact makes it possible to realise the amazing growth of the
British Field Army, which at the beginning of the campaign,
less than three years before, consisted of only seven divisions.
Although the Western Front had thus come to possess para-
mount importance, it must be confessed that its interest for
British readers resides chiefly in the fact that it was the scene
of the activities of the main British Army. The strategicin-
terest is less than that inherent in the events which occurred in
other theatres. The reason of this is that on the Western
Front the extraordinary state of deadlock was never broken
throughout the summer. The rigidity of the opposing lines
was as complete as in 1915 and 1916. After the one great
German retreat in March, nosimilar movement occurred. The
so-called " Hindenburg Line" of fortifications which was es
tablished, was subsequently indented by the Franco-British
attacks, and its defenders were fearfully punished by artillery,
but it was not broken. Hence the actual advances which were
achieved covered only a small area of country.

After the Battle of Arras and the unsuccessful French offen-
sive in April there was a lull in the fighting, and the British
captures of prisoners during May were small and only one gun
was taken. At the beginning of June, however, the British
opened a new offensive, which was carried out with even greater
vigour than was displayed in the Battle of Arras. The new
operations received the name of the Battle of Messines. To
the west of the small town of Messines the ground rises to a
ridge, along low hill, which the Germans then held, and from
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which their guns commanded much of the British Front south
of Ypres. It was thisridge whichwas theimmediate objective
of the assault. North-west of Messines the German line, as it
existed at the beginning of June, formed a marked salient, and
ran westward of Wytschaete. After aviolent artillery prepara-
tionlasting for several days, theinfantry of the British " Second
Army " moved to the assault at 3 am. on June 7. The attack
extended over a front of 9 miles from Klein Zillebeke, just
north of the Y pres-Comines Canal, to a point situated about a
mile south of Messines village. The Second Army was under
the command of General Plumer. The attack upon the ridge
was preceded by the explosion of twenty enormous mines, upon
the preparation of which months had been spent. The sound
of this explosion was heard in the outskirts of London. The
German defence was literally blown to pieces. The whole
of the contested ridge was captured in the first rush of the
infantry. The villages of Wytschaete, Messines, Oosttaverne,
Hollebeke, and Klein Zillebeke were also captured. Five thou-
sand prisoners were taken on this one day, but the number of
guns which fell to the British was not large. The advance
reached a maximum depth of 2£ miles. In the course of the
next week the Crown Prince of Bavaria, who commanded the
troops on the British Front, launched aseries of violent counter-
attacks, but all his attempts to retake the ridge were success-
fully frustrated. During the remainder of June the British
made further slight advances, and by the end of the month the
toll of captures increased to sixty-seven guns and nearly 9,000
prisoners. It will be noted that these figures are not so large
as those relating to the Battle of Arras. It may be mentioned
that in their counter-attacks during April and May the Germans
took about 6,000 prisoners from the British.

The next action which has to be mentioned is one in which
the Germans took the initiative. This took place at Nieuport,
close to the Belgian coast. The British linein this locality lay
on the east side of the river Yser. On July 9 the Germans
opened aviolent bombardment* of the British positions seawards
-of Nieuport, and on the evening of the 10th, having destroyed
the bridges across the Yser by this gunfire, they attacked the
English contingent stationed on the right bank, who were now
isolated by the river in their rear. The troops caught in this
predicament were battalions of the Northamptonshires and the
King's Koyal Bifles. The English inevitably suffered severe
casualties, and the Germans claimed to have captured nearly
1,300 prisoners. The ground on the east bank of the Yser was
lost, and the enemy achieved an advance of 600 yards on a front
of 1,400 yards. When the attacking troops, who were Marines,
overwhelmed the defence by weight of numbers, the staff of the
King's Boyal Bifles sought no quarter, but fought to the death
with their revolvers.

The next offensive was carried out by the British with some
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assistance from the French, and was known as the " Third
Battle of Ypres." During the last ten days of July the bom-
bardment of the German line in Flanders was increased to a
pitch of extreme violence, and accordingto the German account,
the artillery duel on this occasion exceeded in intensity anything
previously witnessed. After the bombardment the infantry
went to the attack on July 31, a small contingent of French
troops making ajoint attack and operating on the British left
wing, close to the sea. The new offensive suffered the same
fate as the other great attacksin the Western Theatre. Advances
were made in the initial stages only: the opposing lines were
driven back a short distance, but were not broken. The attack
extended over a front of 15 miles, from Steenstraate on the
river Yser to La Basse Ville on the river Lys. The French
contingent captured Steenstraate and Bixschoote, and drove
back the German linesto a depth of about 2 miles. This ad-
vance was achieved in the first rush, on the morning of July
31, and the British advances further south were likewise made
on thefirst day. The British captured the villages of Verloren-
hoek, Frezenberg, St. Julien, and Pilken in the centre, and the
villages of Hooge, Westhoek, La Basse Ville, and Hollebeke on
theright wing. The British took over 5,000 prisoners on July
31, and the French captured about 1,000. The German counter-
attacks were prompt and determined, and throughout the night
of July 31-August 1 they endeavoured to recapture the ground
that they had lost, the German commanders hoping to seize the
disputed terrain before the British had had time to consolidate
their positions upon it. In this, however, the enemy were
frustrated; on August 1 the Germans did, indeed, succeed in
recapturing St. Julien, but they obtained no appreciable advan-
tage at any other spot, and the British once more entered St.
Julien two days later.

During the next fortnight the fighting on the British Front
was less severe, but on August 15 Sir Douglas Haig again took
the offensive.  On this day Canadian troops delivered a success-
ful assault upon a dominating height known as Hill 70, near
Lens, and on the following day the village of Langemarck,
north-east of Ypres, was taken. During these two days about
2,500 prisoners were captured, and a few guns also fell into the
hands of the British.

These operations were followed by a diversion by the French
on the famous battle-field of Verdun. After some artillery
preparation they opened a relatively small offensive on August
20, and on that and the following day they captured Avocourt
Wood, two summits of Mort Homme, Cumieres Wood, Samo-
gneux, and other points, over 6,000 prisoners also being captured
in the advance.

It isof interest to note that the total number of prisoners
taken by the British in these offensives, that is, from July 31
to August 31, both inclusive, was 10,697, and about forty guns
were captured.
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THEWARAT SEA.

The most remarkable feature in the naval conflict was once
more the fact that it was almost limited to the submarine
sphere.  The British supremacy in the oversea sphere went
unchallenged. The Germans made no attempt to repeat the
experiment which they made at the Battle of Jutland, that
episode having been very costly to them. Nevertheless, the
oversea war should not be forgotten. The British Battle-Fleet,
through its very existence and its awe-inspiring might, not
only preserved the British Isles free from invasion, but was in-
strumental in isolating Central Europe from the outer world,
thus preventing almost completely the importation into Ger-
many of all manner of raw materials of which she was in sore
need, and in the absence of which her great army was severely
hampered. British naval supremacy remained the foundation,
and the only and indispensable foundation of the Entente's
power.

Of the oversea warfare, therefore, all that has to be told is
a series of minor and disconnected incidents. These may be
mentioned in chronological order, the destruction of merchant-
men by the German submarines being dealt with separately.
On January 12 the following announcement by the Admiralty
was published:—

"H.M.S. Gomwallis (Captain A. P. Davidson, D.S.0.) was
sunk by enemy submarine on January 9 in the Mediterranean.
The Captain and all the officers are saved, but there are 13
men missing. It isfeared that they werekilled by the explosion.

"H.M. Seaplane-Carrier Ben-My-Ghree (Wing Commander
C. B. Samson, D.S.0.) was sunk by gunfire in Kastelorizo
Harbour (Asia Minor) on January 11. The only casualties
were one officer and four men wounded."

The battleship Cormvallis which was thus reported sunk
was commissioned in 1904, and had a displacement of 14,000
tons. The Ben -My-Chree was a converted passenger steamer
of 2,550 tons.

On January 31 the British Government caused to be pub-
lished a notification which had been sent to the American and
other neutral Governments describing a new minefield which
had been laid down in the North Sea The following area was
thus described as " dangerous to shipping" :(—

" The area comprising all the waters, except the Netherlands
and Danish territorial waters, lying south-westward and east-
ward of a line commencing 4 miles from the coast of Jutland
in latitude 56° N ., longitude 8° E., and passing through the fol-
lowing positions: Latitude 56°N., longitude 6°E., latitude
54°N., longitude 0.45° E., thence to a position in latitude
53° 37" N., longitude 5° E., 7 miles off the coast of the Nether-
lands."

The existence of this new minefield had the effect of block-
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ing the approaches to the German coast, save, of course, for the
channel running down Danish territorial waters.

On March 19 the French battleship Danton was torpedoed
and sunk in the Mediterranean by a hostile submarine, pre-
sumably Austro-Hungarian. Most of the crew were saved by
a torpedo-boat-destroyer, but 296 were lost. This vessel was
one of the finest battleships in the French Navy, being a
' Dreadnought" of 18,000 tons.

At the end of 1916 and during the first ten or eleven weeks
of 1917 some remarkable exploits were performed by the Ger-
man auxiliary cruiser Mowe, which got out into the Atlantic in
spite of the British blockade, and having done a large amount
of damage, again eluded the British patrols, and returned safely
to Germany in March. This ship was capable of adopting
several disguises by means of removable masts and dummy
funnels. Nearly twenty British ships were sunk by the raider,
this representing a loss of about 100,000 tons. A few allied
and neutral ships were also sunk. The cruiser made her way
outwards and inwards by steaming far north and round by the
Newfoundland coasts. She reached the South Atlantic, how-
ever, and at one time lay off Capetown, and at another cruised
in the vicinity of Rio de Janeiro. The officer in charge of the
Motve was Commander Count Dohna-Schlodien.

On the night of April 20-21 six German destroyers carried
out araid on Dover, but were driven off with serious losses by
British destroyers. The Vice-Admiral at Dover reported the
episode as follows:—

" On the night of the 20th-21st five German destroyers at-
tempted a raid on Dover. The raid resulted in their firing a
number of roundsinto a ploughed field afew miles distant from
Dover. The enemy appears then to have steered in the direction
of some of our shipping, possibly withtheintention of attacking,
but was met by two vessels of the Dover Patrol. In five min-
utes these two vessels engaged and sank at least two, and pos-
sibly three, out of thefive enemy boats, the remainder making
off at high speed during the short engagement and escaping in
the darkness.

" Our vessels suffered no material damage, and our casualties
were exceedingly slight in comparison with the results obtained.
Our patrol vessels were handled with remarkable gallantry and
dash, and the tactics pursued were a very fine example of de-
stroyer work. We were fortunate in being able to save the
lives of ten German officersand ninety-five men from the vessels
which were sunk."

The authorities announced later that thirteen more German
seamen had been saved, and it subsequently transpired that
the German squadron had consisted of six vessels, not five.
The British warships engaged were two large destroyers, or
"destroyer-leaders," the Swift and the Broke, commanded
by Commander Ambrose M. Peck, and Commander B. G. K.
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Evans (the famousAntarctic explorer) respectively. Duringthe
fight the Broke rammed the third vessel in the enemy line, and
the two boats became locked together. The crew of the Ger-
man then boarded the Broke and hand-to-hand fighting ensued.
The boarders were driven over the side, and a minute later the
Broke wrenched herself free from the rammed destroyer, which
quickly sank. The second German ship which was lost appears
to have been sunk by a torpedo.

A few days later another squadron of German destroyers
raided the English coast. This occurred on the night of April
26-27, and the town of Ramsgate was subjected to a rather
severe bombardment for a few minutes, three persons being
killed and three wounded, and a couple of dozen buildings
being damaged.

During April and May several British troopshipswere tor-
pedoed and sunk by hostile submarines. On April 15 the trans-
port Arcadian, a large vessel of nearly 9,000 tons, was torpedoed
in the Eastern Mediterranean, and sank in a few minutes. The
losses included 19 officers, 214 soldiers, 54 seamen, and 2
civilians.  On April 25 the transport Ballarat, carrying a large
number of Australian troops, was sunk in the same manner, but
on this occasion there was no loss of life, owing to the excellent
discipline preserved, and also, evidently, to the fact that the
ship did not sink so rapidly as the Arcadian. On May 4 the
transport Transylvania was torpedoed in the Mediterranean, and
sank. The losses on this occasion included 29 officers, 373
soldiers, the captain of the ship (Lieut. S. Brenell, R.N.R.),
and 1 officer and 9 men of the crew.

On the morning of May 15 a small action was fought in
the Adriatic between Austro-Hungarian warships and various
British, French, and Italian vessels. A squadron of hostile
light cruisers and destroyers issued forth from Cattaro under
cover of darkness, and surprised an Italian convoy, and British
and Italian patrol-boats off Otranto. Fourteen British patrol-
boatsor " drifters" were rapidly sunk by gunfire, and half a dozen
Italian patrol-boats, an Italian steamer, and an Italian torpedo-
boat were also lost. The Austro-Hungarian vessels picked up
72 British seamen from the sunken drifters. Two British
cruisers, the Dartmouth and the Bristol, and British, French,
and Italian destroyers then appeared on the scene, whereupon
the enemy beat a hasty retreat to Cattaro, pursued by the
Allied forces. According to the Austrian report, Entente sub-
marines were also engaged. Severa of the hostile ships were
damaged by gunfire during the pursuit, but none was sunk.
Whilst returning from Cattaro the Dartmouth was torpedoed
by a German submarine, which had been lying in wait, but the
cruiser did not sink, and was able to reach port.

During the passage of the first American Expeditionary
Force to Europe in June, two attacks were made upon the
transports by German ocean-going submarines. The attacks
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were made far out in the Atlantic. On both occasions the
submarines were driven off by the American destroyers which
were escorting the troopships, and the Americans suffered no
losses.  The first engagement took place on the night of June 22
and the second occurred a few days later. The first attack was
made so far west that the escort had not been reinforced by the
American destroyer fleet then operating in European waters,
but on the second occasion, when a different, and of course
a later convoy was involved, these Eastern sguadrons were
present. In both engagements some damage appeared to have
been done to the submarines, and in the second fight one
German vessel was certainly sunk.

On July 6 a British destroyer was torpedoed and sunk by a
submarine in the North Sea, with the loss of one officer and
seven men killed.

A serious disaster, accompanied by terrible loss of life, oc-
curred to the British Fleet on the night of July 9. The battle-
ship Vanguard blew up whilst at anchor owing to an internal
explosion, and' sank immediately. Fortunately some of the
men and a third of the officers were not on board at the time,
but of those who were on board, all the officers '(to the number
of thirty-eight) and all the men except two were killed.

On July 16 British destroyers sighted six German merchant-
men slinking up the Netherlands coast between Egmond and
Bergen. The ships were ordered to stop, but refused to do
s0. Two escaped into Netherlands territorial waters, but the
other four were captured and were brought safely into a British
port. The prizes were small vessels ranging from 1,088 tons
to 1,495 tons.

In February it was made known that the German Govern-
ment proposed to abandon the hitherto universal practice of
respecting the immunity from attack conferred upon hospital
ships by the Hague Convention for the Adaptation of the Prin-
ciples of the Geneva Convention to maritime war. The Ger-
man Government stated that " traffic of hospital shipson the
military routes for the forces fighting in France and Belgium,
within aline drawn between Flamborough Head and Terschell-
ing on the one hand, and from Ushant and Land's End on the
other, will no longer be tolerated." The German excuse for
this new departure from the recognised canons of warfare was
that British and French "hospital ships had often been mis-
used for the transport of munitions and troops." The British
Government promptly denied that there was any truth in this
allegation. The German Government stated that the British
and French authorities had been given the proofs of the charge
through neutral diplomatic channels, but the British stated
that the alleged proofs had never been received. The German
Government proceeded to carry out their threat, and severa
hospital ships were actually torpedoed and sunk in the most
ruthless manner, without even a warning being given. For-
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It will be noticed that a total of 428 British merchant
vessels (exclusive of fishing craft) was sunk during the four
months, the figures being closely comparable to those for the
month of March, and much less bad than the statistics for
April, which remained by far the blackest month for the
British (see Chapter L). If the average size of the ships lost
was 3,000 tons, the average loss per month would be only about
320,000 tons, a total which, though quite sufficiently serious,
was undoubtedly much below the expectations of the German
Naval Staff when they rashly provoked war with America, and
also below what was feared in Entente countries when the
unrestricted submarine campaign began. The British Navy,
assisted by large squadrons of American destroyers which
arrived in the Eastern Atlantic in May, proved able to reduce
and confine the depredations of the German submarines, al-
though not able to extinguish the menace completely. The
question of the aggregate tonnage lost is dealt with more fully
inChapter I I 1.

THE WAR IN THE AIR.

The war in the air continued to expand during 1917, nothing
being more remarkable than the immense increase in the scale
of aerial operations as time passed. The number of aeroplanes
employed, by both alliances, in 1917 was enormously greater
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than the number in use at the beginning of the war. Aerial
activity was, as might be expected, most intense on the Western
Front, but large numbers of aeroplanes were also used in the
other theatres. In respect of the heavier-than-air machines
the Entente held a certain advantage over the Central Powers,
a superiority which was chiefly of a numerical character, but
in the matter of lighter-than-air craft Germany still led the
world. The Allies, however, did not neglect airships, and the
British, in particular, built a considerable number of these
wonderful vessels, which they used for patrolling the coast, and
for scouting for submarines. It was found that a submarine,
especially when completely submerged, could be detected much
more easily from an airship than from a ship on thesea. The
Germans continued to use their Zeppelin airships occasionally
for long-distance raids upon England. Owing to the expansion
of aerial operations it is only possible this year to narrate the
more important episodes which occurred.

During the night of March 16 Zeppelin airships made a
raid upon Kent, but no serious damage was done.

On April 21 a British airship, which was patrolling the East
coast, was driven out of its course and carried by the wind
towards Belgium. German aeroplanes issued forth from the
neighbourhood of Ostend, and attacked the ship, which was hit
and fell in flamesin the Straits of Dover. All the crew were
lost.

A remarkable incident occurred on May 1. A squadron of
German seaplanes attacked some British merchant vessels near
the south-east coast of England, and the steamer Gena was
hit by a torpedo discharged from one of these seaplanes, though
not before she had brought down another unit of the hostile
squadron. The Gena sank off Aldeburgh, Suffolk, her crew
being rescued by a British ship.

On May 14 British warships shot down a Zeppelin, the
"L 22" in the North Sea

On the night of May 23 a squadron of four or five Zeppelins
crossed the East coast of England, and cruised over East Anglia
for aconsiderabletime. They dropped bombs, but little damage
was done.

In the afternoon of May 25 a serious raid was made upon
Kent by alarge squadron of German aeroplanes, to the number of
sixteen or seventeen machines. The attack occurred between 5
o'clock and 6.30. Bombs were dropped on anumber of localities,
but the most serious damage was done at Folkestone, where
most of the casualties occurred. More than 150 persons,
including many women and children, were killed or wounded.
Some of the bombs fell in crowded streets, and a number of
shops were wrecked. Three of the raiders were brought down
on their way back to Belgium by the Boyal Naval Air Service.

On June 5 another large squadron of German aeroplanes,
again consisting of about sixteen machines, attacked the defences
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of the Med way. Many bombs were dropped, and considerable
injury was done to private buildings, but the damage done to
Naval and Military establishments was slight, and the casualties
were few. The raiding squadron lost two machines.

On June 13 another squadron of German aeroplanes, again
about fifteenin number, crossed the English coast, and succeeded
in reaching London and bombing the capital in broad daylight.
The aeroplanes, which separated on their way to London,
reached the outskirts of the metropolis at about 11.30 and
flew over the London area for about a quarter of an hour.
Many bombs were dropped, most of them falling on the East
End. A distressing incident was that one bomb fell on a
Public Elementary School in the East End, killing 16 small
children, and injuring over 100 others. Altogether 157 persons
were killed, and 150 were seriously injured. The German
aeroplanes flew at a great height and none was destroyed.

On June 14 British warships shot down a Zeppelin, the
"L43,"in the North Sea

Early on June 17 two Zeppelins raided the English coast,
one attacking Kent and the other East Anglia. A few casual-
ties were caused in Kent, but the ship attempting to raid East
Angliawas brought down and destroyed by a British aviator.

Another daring attack was made upon London by a squadron
of over twenty German aeroplanes at about 10 A.M. on July 7.
Bombs were dropped both on London and in Thanet. The
hostile machines did not fly so high as on June 13, but only one
was shot down over England although three were subsequently
destroyed at sea by the Royal Naval Air Service. The aero-
planes were able to maintain their correct squadron-formation
during the greater part of the raid. The casualties included 43
persons killed and 197 injured.

On August 22 ten aeroplanes raided the coast of Kent, and
bombed Margate, Bamsgate, and Dover. No damage was done
at Margate, but at Ramsgate and Dover 11 persons were killed
and 13 injured. Three of the raiders were brought down.

THE FALL OF RIGA.

At the end of August the Germans took advantage of the
demoralisation of the Russian Army to revive their project of
capturing the great Baltic port of Riga—the fifth city of the
Russian Empire. Marshal von Hindenburg had made an effort
to take the town at the end of the summer campaign of 1915,
but he had then failed to make any serious breach in its defences.
On this occasion, however, the Germans met with only a feeble
resistance. The attack began along the lower reaches of the
River Aa, the invaders advancing along the great road from
Mitau. Theassault inthisdistrict began on August 22, and ten
days later the Germans forced a passage of the Dvina at Uexk-
uell, 18 miles above Riga. The converging columns advanced
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rapidly, and the vanguard of the army coming up the road from
Windau, which was commanded by General von Hutier, entered
the town on September 3. On the following day Dunamiinde
was occupied, and the Russians fled with all speed across the
Jaegel and far away into the wild hill-country to the north-east.
The line of the Dvina (Diina) was abandoned as far as the
neighbourhood of Kokenhusen (a place 10 miles above Fried-
rickstadt), but the Eussians retained possession of Dunaburg.
During these operations the Germans captured 316 guns and
about 8,000 prisoners. Eiga was somewhat severely damaged
by the bombardment, and many parts of the town were on fire
when the Germans arrived. Thenormal population of thetown
was nearly 600,000, but many thousands of civilians fled when
the fall of the city became imminent, and, indeed, many of the
inhabitants had departed at the time of the original German
advance in 1915.

Throughout its history Eiga has been a predominantly Ger-
man town, and was a leading city of the Hansa League. About
half the populace spoke German as their mother-tongue, but
the poorer classes included many Letts, and a number of Mus-
covite officials and their families had settled in the city since the
annexation to the Russian Empire.

CHAPTERIII.
FROM THE FALL OF RI GA TO THE END OF THE YEAR.

THE WESTERN FRONT.

ALTHOUGH no large geographical changes were brought about,
extremely heavy fighting took place in the Western Theatre
during the last four months of the year. The Allies had the
initiative throughout, and it wasinvariably they who took the
offensive, although the German defence remained powerful and
vigorous. By means of very heavy bombardments and desper-
ately hard fighting, the British pressed back the Germans for
short distances along the front east of Ypres. On September
20 assaults were delivered along the Y pres-Menin road, and in
the successful though limited advance over 2,000 prisoners were
captured. Thevillage of Veldhoek wasrushed, and on Septem-
ber 21, 1,000 more prisoners were taken. During the next few
days the Germans made several powerful counter-attacks, but the
British held their new positions. In the month of September
the British captured 5,296 German prisoners and eleven guns,
and in October they similarly captured 9,125 prisoners and
fifteen guns. On November 6 another assault was delivered
east of Ypres, this time a short distance north of the Menin
road, and the village of Passchendaele was stormed by Canadian
troops. Passchendaele stands on relatively high ground, and
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therefore after its capture the British artillery commanded much
of the country to the north-east and east.

On October 23 the French executed an offensive on the Aisne
section of their front, from theVauxaillon district to La Rozere.
The German line was pressed back on a front of six miles and
to a depth of two miles, and Allemant, Vaudesson, Chavignon,
and Malmaison Fort were captured. About 8,000 prisoners and
twenty-five guns were captured.

At the beginning of November, after the disastrous Italian
collapse on the Isonzo, a conference between leading members
of the three Western Governments was held at Rapallo, and it
was announced on November 10 that apermanent Allied Council
would be constituted for the purpose of co-ordinating operations
on the Western and Italian Fronts. It was stated that the
Council would consist of the Prime Minister and another mem-
ber of the Cabinet of each Power, and that the Council would
be advised by amilitary committee. Thismilitary committee
was to include General Foch (France), General Sir Henry
Wilson (Great Britain), and General Cadorna (Italy). General
Diaz was made Commander-in-Chief of the Italian Army in suc-
cession to General Cadorna.

On November 20 the British " Third Army " under General
Sir Julian Byng opened what was the most important battle of
the autumn on the Western Front. The great attacks were
made between St. Quentin and the river Scarpe, in the direc-
tion of Cambrai. The advance was made upon a new plan.
There was no artillery preparation, but the assault of thein-
fantry was preceded by an advance by a whole fleet of the
armoured machines known as " tanks." The tanks crushed
a way through the Germans' wire entanglements, and the in-
fantry, together with cavalry detachments, rushed through the
great gaps thus made. The German line was smashed on a
front of ten miles, and the British penetrated to a depth of
about five miles. 8,000 prisoners were taken on the first day,
and in the next few days another 2,000 were captured, and 100
guns fell into the hands of the British. Numerous villages
were conguered, including Graincourt and Marcoing, and on one
sector the new British line reached a spot only two and a half
miles from Cambrai. On November 30, however, the Germans
delivered a counter-attack in great force, and reconquered a part
—but only a part—of the terrain which they had lost. They
claimed to have captured 4,000 prisoners and sixty guns in this
counter-attack. The British captured 11,551 prisoners and 138
guns during the month of November.

Up to the end of the year the American Army played no
serious part in active operations. General Pershing, Comman-
der-in-Chief of the United States Expeditionary Force, arrived
in London on June 8, and the first American battalion reached
France on June 25. On October 27 it was rumoured that
several battalions had entered certain first line trenches on the

o
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French Front, and on November 5 it was announced that three
Americans had been killed.

THE INVASION OF ITALY.

The Italian Theatre was the scene of the most important
military events of the autumn. It will be remembered that
save for a few weeks in May, 1916, the Italian Army had pos-
sesed the initiative throughout the war, and in its offensive
operations had won a number of minor successes and one im-
portant victory—the capture of Gorizia. The Austrians had
acted upon the defensive; and aided by topographical advan-
tages they had maintained their ground with tolerable success,
in spite of their inferior numbers. Thestrength of the Austrian
Army in this region had never exceeded half amillion bayonets,
and had often remained for months as low as 300,000 men. On
the one occasion when the Austrians had taken the offensive, in
May, 1916, they had displayed a significant superiority, for that
advance upon Vicenza was defeated not by the Italian defence
itself, but by the highly opportune intervention of Italy's great
ally in the East.

The German Army, as such, played no part in these opera-
tions until October, 1917. A number of German volunteers had
been permitted to enrol in the Austrian Army facing Italy, even
before Italy and Germany were actually at war with each other,
but no entire German corps took part in the fighting, and the
German General Staff had no authority in the matter. When
it was realised in the spring that the offensive spirit of the
Russian Army had evaporated, many observers expected that
the Central Powers would take the opportunity to strikeat Italy,
as being the weakest of their three adversaries in the West;
and, indeed, it was rumoured more than once that such a blow
was about to fall. But all through the summer nothing hap-
pened. It may be that the scheme was actually on foot, but
was thwarted, or, rather, caused to be postponed, by General
Gator's offensive at the end of June. However this may have
been, the Central Powers did not move until October. The
preparations for the attack were then made with extraordinary
stealth, and when the blow fell, it came with amazing sudden-
ness and with all the elements of a surprise.

In the spring the Emperor Charles accepted the resignation
of the Chief-of-the-General-Staff, General Conrad von Hoetzen-
dorf, and appointed General Arz von Strauszenberg to that
position. It had long been notorious that Hoetzendorf wished
to have a command against Italy; he had made a specia study
of the South Tyrolese terrain, and he was thereafter given
command of the army guarding that part of the front. He
had harboured plans for the invasion of Italy, and was anxious
to gain the objectives which, as Chief-of-the-General-Staff, he
had so nearly attained in May, 1916. The Austrians waited
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another six months, however, and when at last they moved,
the chief assault wasnot delivered on Hoetzendorf's part of the
front, but farther east. It was stated, however, that Hoetzen-
dorf played a prominent part in planning the great attack.

Early in October German and Austro-Hungarian divisions
were withdrawn from the east, and were concentrated in the
south-west. These troops were not sent either into the front
line or into the ordinary reserve positions ; they were held back,
in positions many miles behind the front, and their presence
remained unknown to the Italian commanders. The German
reinforcements were not numerous, and do not seem to have
exceeded four army corps. They were, however, picked troops,
Brandenburgers, Bavarians, and others, and they were under
the command of General Otto von Below, adistinguished strate-
gist. Von Below's force was concentrated behind the Plezzo-
Tolmino Front. The Austro-Hungarian reinforcements were
stationed further south, behind the line running from Tolmino
to the Adriatic, and they were reported to have consisted of
four or five army corps. The line of the Isonzo, which was
the sector on which the Italians had so often taken the offen-
sive, was now, therefore, choseni by the Austriansin their turn
as adistrict suitable for agreat attack. It wasrumoured at the
time that Marshal von Mackensen was in command of these
operations, but the statement appears to have rested upon sur-
mise. The reportsissued from Berlin and Vienna announced
that the offensive was prepared under the personal supervision
of the Emperor Charles.

The great success which attended the offensive was due to
the force and rapidity of the first blow. Throughout October
new guns were brought up to the Tolmino sector. They were
moved at night and along specially built sunken roads, and they
were consequently not observed by the Italian airmen. Until
the appointed day not one of these new guns was fired. The
strength of the Austrian artillery on the Tolmino Front was
doubled without the Italians becoming aware of the fact.
When all was ready a suitable opportunity for a surprise attack
was awaited.

The night of October 23-24 was dark and foggy. The
Italian " Second Army" on the Upper Isonzo was suspecting
nothing unusual, and was thinking only of the day when the
advance upon Trieste should be renewed. Suddenly the troops
guarding the pass leading down to Caporetto found themselves
under a storm of shells, including shells emitting a new kind of
poisonous gas. The bombardment was violent but very short,
and before the Italian troops had recovered from their surprise
the German infantry, pouringdown the passat an extraordinary
speed, were among them. The Italians were bayoneted in
hundreds, and the remainder of the troops at this point fled in
panic.

Equal success was obtained further south, at Tolmino. At
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this point the Austrians had never been driven from the west
bank of the Isonzo, and they were thus favourably placed for an
assault. The troops operating at Tolmino were Austro-Hun-
garian, and they broke through the Italian linesin their first
rush. The defences being ruptured at Caporetto and at Tol-
mino, the whole Italian line from Plezzo to Tolmino collapsed
in twenty-four hours. It was not a retreat but a disastrous
rout which then ensued. Guns were abandoned in hundreds,
and impedimenta of all kinds fell into the hands of the victors.
On the fourth day, October 27, von Below entered Cividale.

The great " break-through " which was thus achieved was the
most startling event of the kind which had happened on any
front since the commencement of trench warfare : for although
Austro-German troops had often broken through the fortified
lines of theEUROPEAN on a great scale, in these instances the
defenders had been deplorably short of ammunition; and,
similarly, when the Russians broke the Austro-Hungarian lines
in 1916, they possessed a vast numerical superiority. In this
case the defenders were thoroughly provided with guns and
ammunition, and probably remained, even after the hostile re-
inforcements had arrived, superior in numbers. General Ca-
dorna, by way of explaining this defeat, issued a statement that
the collapse was due to "the feeble resistance of some units
forming our Second Army." It was alleged that the morale of
the Second Army had been undermined by traitorous pacifist
propaganda. Whatever truth there may have been in this ex-
planation, the chief cause of the defeat was that the Austro-
Germans had been successful in their attempt to attack by
surprise. It was the element of surprise which was the crucial
factor.

This defeat involved a prolonged and disastrous retreat.
The troops to the south, the Italian " Third Army," occupying
the Bainsizza Plateau, Gorizia, and the Carso, were obliged to
fall back in accordance with the retirement in the north.
Gorizia was evacuated on October 28, and as early as that date
the Austro-German commanders claimed to have taken 100,000
prisoners and 700 guns. On October 29 the town of Udine,
which had hitherto been the seat of the Italian Main Head-
quarters, was captured by the Austrians. The Third Army re-
treated in good order and was able to save nearly all its artillery,
and the British guns (which were with the Third Army, not
with the Second Army) were also saved. After the fail of
Udine the Entente public hoped that the Italian Armies would
be able to defend the line of the river Tagliamento, but this
proved impracticable. At Latisana, about the lower reaches of
the river, the rearguard of the Second Army, consisting of
60,000 men, was cut off by von Below's rapid advance from the
north-east, and being surrounded, this force surrendered without
further resistance. This episode increased the losses of guns to
1,500. On November 5, after a pause lasting several days,
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General Boroevic'sarmy (thelarge and purely Austro-Hungarian
Army operating on von Below's left) forced apassage of the
Tagliamento near Pinzano, a place situated ahout forty miles
from the mouth of theriver. The Livenza was crossed three
days later, large bodies of Italian troops surrendering every day.
By November 8 the Austro-German Armies had captured no
fewer than 2,300 guns, and a quarter of a million men. The
losses in guns could be paralleled only by those incurred by the
Bussians in the campaign of 1915. The pursuit continued, and
an attack was made concurrently upon the Tyrolese Front, the
town of Asiagofallingto the Austrianson November 10. After
reaching the line of the river Piave, however, the Italians, aided
by the wintry weather which set in, were able to hold their
ground. During the next six weeks the Austrians delivered
numerous attacks, both along the Piave and near Asiago, where
Hoetzendorf was in command, but at the end of the year the
Italians were still holding the line of the Piave. After the dis-
aster on the Isonzo, French and British troops were hastily
dispatched to the assistance of Italy, and on December 10 it
was announced that French and British forces were in the
firing line on the Italian Front. The British were stationed
near Montello, acritical point in the new defensive system.

THE WARAT SEA.

During the last four months of the year the submarine war-
fare again attracted much more attention than the operations of
the surface warships, and was indeed much more eventful. It
should not be forgotten, however, that the British blockade of
Germany continued unceasingly, and exercised an influence on
the development of the war which was quite as great as the
influence of the German submarines, although the British
blockade being unchallenged, or almost unchallenged, did not
present itself as a visible maritime struggle.

The statements on losses from mines and submarines which
the British Government issued during the last four months of
the year may be tabulated for comparison with *the statistics
givenin Chaptersl. and| I .

Arrlvaly at Sailings from | JUnk | Sunk | Britlsh hipe
Manth. United Kingiom | United Kingdom | 9780 | Under Uni\;gmfly
Forte. Forts. Tons | Tony |by Snbmarines,

Buptenther (4 weeks) 10,594 11,038 42 81 44
October (5 weeks} . 11,560 12,115 45 22 24
November (4 woaks} B, 888 9,026 41 20 2

Treoamber (4 weeks) i, 500 9,417 56 14 "
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I't will be seen that the total number of British merchant
vessels (exclusive of fishing craft) sunk during these four months
was 290. The reader may be reminded that in this table, as in
those previously given, whereas the figures of ships sunk and
unsuccessfully attacked relate to British vessels only, the statis-
tics of entrances and clearances apply to vessels of all nation-
alities. Various statements on the amount of tonnage sunk
by submarines were made during the year, both by Allied and
by hostile statesmen, but none of these statements were really
comprehensive. On May 25 Admiral Lacaze, French Minister
of Marine, gave out some interesting figuresin the Chamber of
Deputies. Hesaid that during the first four months of the year
about 2,500,000 tons of shipping had been lost through the
action of mines and submarines. This total apparently related
to ships of all nationalities, neutral as well as Allied. The
Minister admitted that this loss exceeded the loss of tonnage
incurred duringthe whole of 1916. Different figureswere given
afew days earlier by the German Minister of Marine, Admiral
von Capelle, in a speech in the Reichstag. He said that during
the first three months of the submarine campaign (February to
April) 1,325 ships were sunk, having an aggregate gross tonnage
of about 2,800,000. The alleged total related to ships of all
nationalities, but even allowing for the fact that the losses in
January were relatively small, there is here a considerable dis-
crepancy between the French and German accounts. On
August 16 Mr. L1oyd George delivered a speech in the House of
Commons, and gave certain figuresrelating to theloss of British
tonnage. He said that 550,000 tons were lost in April (the
worst month) and only 320,000 tonsin July. These totals ap-
peared to indicate that the average tonnage of the ships sunk
was not much under 4,000. Mr. Lloyd George said, further,
that during 1917 Great Britain would build about 1,600,000
tons, and would acquire from abroad over 300,000 tons. The
building of ships was being expedited in every possible manner.
(For a fuller account of this speech, see English History.)

From the figures given in this and preceding chapters it
will be seen that about 990 British merchant vessels were sunk
during the ten months, March to December. If the average
tonnage be taken as 3,500, this represents a gross loss of ap-
proximately 3,465,000 tons to the British mercantile marine.

In the middle of November the German Government an-
nounced that the " barred zone " would be somewhat extended
in various areas, and in particular that the free channel to
Greece would be closed.

The incidents in the surface warfare were few and unim-
portant. On October 17 two German cruisers attacked a
weak British convoy proceeding from Norway to Scotland.
The convoy included twelve merchantmen and two escorting
destroyers.  The two destroyers, the Mary Bose and the Strong-
bow, were sunk, as were also nine of the merchantmen, five being
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Norwegian, one Danish, and three Swedish, The German
vessels escaped before any stronger British squadrons arrived.

In the evening of September 4 a submarine bombarded
Scarborough, killing three persons.

On October 2 the armoured cruiser, H.M.S. Drake, was tor-
pedoed off the north coast of Ireland : she reached harbour, but
then sank in shallow water.

On November 2 British scouting forces sank a large German
auxiliary cruiser and ten patrol boats in the Kattegat.

On December 12 another British convoy was attacked in the
North Sea by four powerful German destroyers, and the entire
convoy was sunk. The convoy included five neutral vessels and
one British merchantman, under the escort of two destroyers,
H.M.S. Pellew and H.M.S. Partridge, and of four armed
trawlers. The Pellew was disabled and the Partridge and the
four trawlers were sunk. On the same day two neutral vessels
and two trawlers were sunk off the Tyne by German destroyers.
In the night of December 22 three British destroyers were sunk
off the Dutch coast by mines or submarines.

THE WAR IN THE Am.

A series of raids upon England by German airships and
aeroplanes took placein the autumn. The worst series of raids
took place during September and at the beginning of October.
In the night of September 3-4 about half a dozen German
aeroplanes visited the Sheerness-Chatham district, and caused
heavy casualties to naval ratings, 107 men being killed, and
eighty-six wounded. Tn the following night squadrons of aero-
planes flew over London dropping bombs, eleven persons being
killed and sixty-two injured. On September 24 and 25, early
in the evening in each case, squadrons of hostile aeroplanes
flew over London, and caused a few casualties. A similar
attack was made in the evening of September 28, and another
on September 30.

A great raid by airships took place on October 19. A fleet
of thirteen Zeppelins passed over the south-eastern counties of
England, sailing at an unusually great height—over 16,000 feet.
Bombs were dropped on various districts, including London,
but the casualties caused were not numerous. None of the
Zeppelins were brought down in England on this occasion, but
in making for home they encountered a foul wind, and several
vessels were driven down in France.

In the night of October 31 about thirty German aeroplanes,
flying in seven squadrons, flew over London, eight persons
being killed and over twenty injured by the bombs dropped.
Similar raids were carried out on December 6 and 18. On the
latter occasion ten persons were killed, and seventy injured in
London.

On December 11 a British airship of the non-rigid type was
destroyed by a German seaplane in the southern part of the
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North Sea, and on the following day a similar vessel was forced
to descend in Holland owing to engine-failure.

During the autumn the British and French repeatedly
carried out raids on the towns of Western Germany, and in
particular Saarbriicken and Kaiserlautern were bombed.

THE OESEL OPEBATIONS.

The last important operations in the Russian Theatre, be-
fore the conclusion of the formal armistice, took place on and
around the islands which lie across the entrance to the Gulf of
Riga. The largeisland of Oesel and the smaller adjacent isles
are situated in such aposition that when defended with modern
high-range artillery they completely command the entrance
into the Gulf. Now, since the Russian forces held the islands,
the mere capture of Riga did not enable the Germans to use
that great city as a port. A few weeks after the conquest of
Riga, therefore, the German staff made the necessary prepara-
tions for the seizure of the islands. There were several motives
which induced the German Government to make this move.
It was, in the first instance, highly desirable to establish direct
maritime communication between the German coast towns and
Riga, the latter being now the headquarters of the north-eastern
army. Further, the Government knew that peace negotiations
with Russia could not be delayed for many months, and they
hoped when these negotiations took place, to be able to bring
Lithuania, with the town of Riga, into the German system, if
not by actual annexation, at least by the establishment of a
semi-independent Lithuanian state under German hegemony.
But the possession of Riga would be of little use if Russia were
to continue to command the approaches to the port, and here
arose the importance, from the German point of view, of round-
ing off the conquest by the capture of the islands. If the
Germans were in occupation of the islands at the time of the
negotiations, the German Government could the more easily
insist upon the inclusion of the islands in the proposed state of
Lithuania.

In the face of a determined resistance by well-armed de-
fenders the German enterprise would have been extremely
hazardous, if not altogether impracticable. The Russian
soldiers were, however, in no mood to offer a stubborn resist-
ance. On October 12 a large German Fleet, consisting of ten
Dreadnought battleships, twelve cruisers, fifty destroyers, and
numerous mine-sweepers, appeared off the north-west coast of
Oesel. After extensive mine-sweeping operations, the forti-
fications were brought under the fire of the Dreadnoughts, the
points especially attacked being the Sworbe Peninsula (in the
south-west), the Tagelacht Bay, and the Siele Sound, which
separates Oesel from the island of Dago. Under the protection
of the warships, a number of transports were brought up, and
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from these about 25,000 troops under the command of General
von Kathen were disembarked with great rapidity at Kielkond
and other points on the north coast. On the 13th and 14th
thefighting continued without intermission, and German cyclist
corps which had been landed, made rapid progress, although
part, at least, of the Russian garrison seems to have fought
well. In the evening of the 13th Arenburg, the capital of
Oesel was taken, the Sworbe Peninsula thus beingisolated. In
the meantime the Germans also advanced towards Orisar, in
the hope of cutting the line of retreat of the whole garrison.
In this, however, they were not successful, for a large part of
the Russian force made good its escape across the mole leading
to Moon Island. Naval operations also took place. On October
14 an action was fought in Siele Sound, between the small
Russian squadron guarding the islands and a larger German
squadron. The Russians fought well; one Eussian and two
German destroyers were sunk, and the German squadron was
forced to retire. On the 16th the Germans announced that
they had taken 3,500 prisoners and thirty guns. They also seem
to have captured several uninjured aeroplanes, a fact which
proves that a portion of the Russian garrison treacherously de-
serted its posts. After bombarding Tserel for a couple of days,
and silencing the big guns (said to be of British manufacture)
stationed at that point, the main squadron of the German Fleet
broke through the lrben Strait, which is the channel separating
the Sworbe Peninsula from the mainland of Courland, and
appeared in the great gulf, there taking possession of the islets
of Abro and Euno. On the 17th the force isolated on the
Sworbe Peninsula, numbering 6,000 men, capitulated ; and on
the same'day an action was fought by the rival warshipsin the
gulf, the weak Russian squadron being compelled to retreat
into the Moon Sound, with the loss of the old battleship Sava.
It is notable that although, according to the Russian Govern-
ment's reports, the main Baltic Fleet was ordered to go to the
assistance of the weak squadron stationed in the gulf, no unit
of that fleet appeared upon the scene. The Baltic Fleet had
ceased to take the trouble to obey orders. The islands of Dago
and Moon were quickly seized after this action. On the 23rd
the Germans reported that their total captures in these opera-
tions included 20,130 prisoners, over 100 guns (including forty-
seven heavy naval guns), 150 machine-guns, and 2,000 horsgs.
The Germans made no permanent landing on the Esthonian
coast, and the general armistice shortly ensued.

THE ARMISTICE IN THE EAST.

The end of the year brought a definite cessation of hostilities
between russia and the Central Powers. |t will be remembered
that in November the extremist wing of the Russian Socialists,
the so-called Bolsheviks, seized control of affairsin Petrograd.
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The first aim in the programme of the Bolsheviks was the con-
clusion of an immediate peace, with or without the concurrence
of Russia's Allies, on the basis of the general principle of "no
annexations and no indemnities." The Bolshevik conception
of the kind of peace-treaty which was desirable did not differ in
essentials from the ideas of the moderate Socialists, M. Kerensky,
M. Tseretelli, M. Skobeleff, and others, who had preceded them
in office.  The important difference between the two parties
was that the Bolshevik leaders were prepared to sever without
scruple all the ties binding Eussia to the Entente Powers. As
explained elsewhere (see Russia) the middle-class Liberals were
the only party in Russia who were, or who ever had been, truly
Ententist; and the Liberals, notwithstanding that they con-
stituted the entire Government for several weeks, and held some
of the Cabinet appointments for several months, had lost rather
than gained in influence by the Revolution. The old Russian
Government had not been truly Ententist: it had merely been
in opportunist alliance with the Western Powers. Many
Russian Conservatives were actually pro-German and pro-
Prussian, in the full and correct sense of those words. They
were in sympathy with the ideals of Prussian Conservatives
and of the Prussian Government, and they had deplored the
antagonism between Russia and Germany. The moderate
Socialists, also, were not Ententist. They were opposed to
autocracy, and they believed, in theory, in the rights of na-
tionalities to decide their own destinies. But they did not
regard themselves as parties to the quarrel of 1914, and they
held that their own autocracy, as well as the monarchical
Governments of Central Europe, was to blame for the outbreak
of the war. They were prepared to make peace immediately
on the basis of a compromise with Berlin and Vienna. And
they disclaimed all intention to interfere in the affairs of the
nationalities who were subject to the Central Empires before
the war, thus giving their belief inthe " self-determination " of
peoples a very negative rendering.  Nevertheless, the moderate
Socialists were determined to abide by the terms of the Pact of
London, and it should not be forgotten that M. Kerensky, M.
Tsereshtchenko, and their colleagues, sacrificed office and power
through their refusal to secede from the alliance. Into this
situation came the Bolsheviks.  They accepted the negative
propositions of the moderate Socialists, in regard to actual
peace-terms, but they possessed in addition a positive policy
which was quite peculiar to themselves. They were deter-
mined that the Russian Republic should pursue its own course,
regardless of any of the engagements of the Tsarism. And,
whilst they cared but little for the principle of nationalities,
they had an intense belief in the importance and urgency of
the social revolution and the class-war, not in Russia only, but
in all Europe. They displayed nothing of Tsereshtchenko's
tenderness for the feelings of the Allies. On the contrary,
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they denounced the Western Powers as capitalist states which
were little if at all superior to the Central Empires or the
Tsarism. To them, even America was backward and undemo-
cratic. In London and in Paris sections of the Press described
the Bolsheviks as "pro-German." The term was, however,
only applicable to them in the limited sense that they had
finally seceded from the anti-German coalition. They were not
pro-German in any positive sense. There was much true pro-
Germanism to be found in East-Central and Northern Europe.
The Swedish Conservatives were ardently pro-German, Finland
was pro-German, and so also were the upper and middle classes
in the Baltic provinces. The nobles and the middle classes of
Poland were, for the most part, pro-Austrian, if not actually
pro-German. Many Rumanian Conservatives were Germano-
phil, and the semi-independent Rada of Ruthenia appears to
have become traitorously pro-German. All these influential
elements in the east of Europe were favourable, or at least not
hostile, to the order of society which the great monarchies re-
presented. To all these, a peace of the two Kaisers, a settle-
ment after the mind of the upper and middle classes of Central
Europe, was not an unlikeable thing. This pro-Germanism,
this real pro-Germanism, was in the main an affair of the pro-
pertied classes, and even in the Ukraine it was an affair of the
anti-extremist party. But to all this the ultra-revolutionary
Directory at Petrograd stood out in glaring contrast. They
were extreme republicans and extreme sociadlists. They wanted
peace because they hated international war, and hated this
war, but they also wanted the socia revolution. They were
not pro-German in the correct sense of the word; Bolshevism
was a new thing, a thing apart. And whatever might be its
fate, it was not a weak thing. And it was not only to the
monarchism of Central Europe that it stood in contrast. Here
was the quintessence of democracy. The flaring passionate
proletarianism of Petrograd was totally unlike the quiet de-
mocracy of the Anglo-Saxon world, and unlike the faded—or
sobered—revolutionary spirit of Paris. And Trotsky, the
" People's Commissary for Foreign Affairs,” was the incarna-
tion of Bolshevism.

On the side of the Central Powersthere were several diverse
forcesat work. The German military leaders and the Conserva-
tiveswere still bent on securing victory and a" German " peace..
They seem to have hoped to gain certain territorial advantages
in the East, notably in the Baltic Provinces, but their chief
desire was to conclude, as quickly as possible, a satisfactory
bargain with Petrograd, in order to be able to throw the whole
weight of the German Army over to the West, for what they
supposed would be adecisive blow against France. The civilian
statesmen in Berlin took adifferent view of the situation, for
in Germany the civil authorities were rarely in perfect agree-
ment with the General Staff. The Government, and notably
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Baron von Kuhlmann, wished to utilise the separate negotia-
tions with Russia as a means for initiating a conference of all
the Powers for a general peace. Kiihlmann probably doubted
the ability of the generals to take Paris, even with Russia
formally at peace, and in any case he did not think the chance
of agreat success inthe West worth the terrible sacrifice neces-
sarily involved in such an attempt. In spite of the great in-
fluence wielded by the generals at Court, the civiliansmaintained
their rightful hold over policy, and the German authorities
entered the negotiations hoping to convert them into a general
conference. The Austro-Hungarian Government also took this
view of the matter, and there is little doubt that Count Czernin
(the Foreign Minister) and the other leaders were sincerely
anxious to discover a basis for the establishment of a general
European accord. Finally, the extreme wing of the German
Socialists desired a peace of the peoples with no annexations
and no indemnities, and they were ready enough to accept the
Russian view that a social reorganisation should accompany, or
immediately succeed, the international settlement.

This, therefore, was the situation in which the momentous
negotiations commenced, and these were the chief factors which
came into play. The reader may be reminded that the two
sides together represented nearly 300 millions of white people.

Immediately after M. Lenin (the Premier) and M. Trotsky
'had entered into power in Petrograd, they formally announced
that they were desirous of concluding an immediate armistice
on all the Russian Fronts, with aview to commencing peace
negotiations, and they issued an invitation to the Allied Powers
to join in this movement. They suggested an armistice for
three months between all the Powers, with a view to a peace
on the basis of "no annexations and no indemnities." The
Central Empires promptly responded; the Allies ignored the
Bolshevik invitation. For a few days no further steps could
be taken, because the whole attention of the new Government
was required to deal with the hostile forces which M. Kerensky
and hisfriends were leading against the capital. But Kerensky's
followers having been dispersed, definite orders were sent to
General Dukhonin, the Commander-in-Chief, instructing him
to take the necessary measures for bringing about an armistice.
General Dukhonin, whose opinions were those of Kerensky,
refused to obey this order, and he was therefore superseded
as Commander-in-Chief by a certain Lieutenant Krilenko.
General Dukhonin was subsequently assassinated by Bolshevik
soldiery, but the crime was not committed with the connivance
of the new Ministry.

Preliminary communications passed between the commanders
on November 26, and on December 2 the Russian plenipotenti-
aries crossed to the German lines, and proceeded to the head-
quarters of Prince Leopold of Bavaria, who was the German
Commander-in-Chief in the East. The Prince's headquarters
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were at .Brest-Litovsk. The Russian plenipotentiaries in these
preliminary negotiations for an armistice were a medical officer,
alieutenant, and aprivate. The first negotiations were very
brief, and on December 5 an agreement for a preliminary sus-
pension of hostilities (not a formal armistice) for ten days from
December 7 was signed. Turkey and Bulgaria, as well as the
Central Powers, were included in this agreement, and Rumania,
owing to her geographical position, was obliged to concur in
the suspension of hostilities, but the Rumanian Government
issued a statement that they would not enter into peace nego-
tiations. It was, however, obviously difficult to perceive how
Rumania could prolong her resistance in the event of Russia
concluding peace.

On December 6 the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs
sent a note on the progress of the armistice negotiations to the
Embassies of all the States formerly allied to Russia. This
note said:—

" The negotiations opened by the delegates of Germany,
Austria-Hungary, Turkey, and Bulgaria on the one side, and
the delegates of Russia on the other side, have been interrupted,
on the initiative of our delegation, for a week, with the purpose
of providing the opportunity, during this period, of informing
the peoples and Governments of the Allied countriesin regard
to the existence of such negotiations and on their tendency.

" On Russia's part it has been arranged to declare that the
proposed armistice has for its object the preparation of a peace
on a democratic basis as expressed in the manifesto by the All-
Russian Soviet Congress."

The note further stated that the enemy delegates had re-
fused to discuss peace-terms, on the ground that they were
only authorised to deal with the question of an armistice, and
also declined to discuss a general armistice (i.e., an armistice
with the whole Entente), on the similar ground that they had
no powers to consider an armistice with countries which had
sent no delegates to the Conference.

" Our delegates refused to sign, at this stage of the negotia-
tions, a formal armistice, and it was decided again to suspend
all hostile activities for aweek, and to interrupt for the same
period the negotiations on an armistice.

A saresult, aperiod of over one month will exist between
the first decree of November 8 by the Council's (Government's)
authority concerning peace, and the moment of the continuance
of the peace negotiations on December 12. This period is,
even in the present disturbed state of international communica-
tions, amply sufficient to afford the .Allied Governments the
opportunity to define their attitude towards the peace negotia-
tions, that is, their willingness or their refusal to take partin
the negotiations for an armistice and peace.

" In the case of a refusal they must declare clearly and de-
finitely before all mankind the aims for which the peoples of
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Europe may have to lose their blood during a fourth year of
war."

The provisional suspension of hostilities resulted, as was
expected, in theconclusion of aformal armistice. On December
15 the respective plenipotentiaries signed at Brest-Litovsk an
agreement for an armistice of twenty-eight days' duration, to
commence on December 17. The armistice treaty was a
lengthy document, the substance of which was as follows :—

Article 1.—The armistice takes effect 'from December 17;
1917 (N.S.); at noon, and is toremain in force until January
14, 1918 (N.S.), at noon. The contracting parties have the
right, on thetwenty-first day of thearmistice, to give seven days'
notice to terminateit, and if this be not done, then the armis-
tice will automatically remain in force until one of the contract-
ing parties gives such seven days' notice.

Article 2.—The conditions of the armistice shall apply to all
the land and air fighting forces of the said Powers, on the land
front running between the Black Sea and the Baltic; and they
shall likewise apply to the Russo-Turkish theatres of war in
Asia. The contracting parties undertake, for the period that
the armistice is in force, not to reinforce the troops on the said
fronts or on the islands in the Moon Sound; and this aso
refers and applies to their formation into military units. No
regroupingin preparation for an offensiveispermitted. Further,
the contracting parties undertake that until January 14, 1918,
they will not put into operation any transfer of troops from the
front between the Black Sea and the Baltic, that is to say, such
transfers as had not been begun before the time when the
armistice agreement was signed. Finally, the contracting
parties undertake not to assemble troops in the Baltic ports
east of 15 degrees longitude east of Greenwich, or in the ports
of the Black Sea during the period in which the armistice
remains in force.

Article 3.—This article specified the arrangements for estab-
lishing lines of demarcation between the zones of the armies.

Article 4.—This article contained, at the suggestion of the
Bussians, some novel provisions " for the development and
strengthening of friendly relations between the nations of the
contracting parties." Organised intercourse between the troops
would be permitted under certain conditions. Thus:

(a) Intercourse would, of course, be permissible for the pro-
perly accredited representatives who were to take part in the
peace-pourparlers.

(b) Further, on the front of each Russian division, two or
three centres of intercourse were to be established, but not more
than twenty-five men from each side were to be present at any
such centre at the same time. And this fraternisation was only
to be allowed between sunrise and sunset.

() The interment of the dead in the neutral zone between
the armies was to be permissible.
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(d) The question of the return to their homes, of soldiersdis-
charged from service in one country, in cases where the homes
are within the zones of the other army must be decided in the
peace negotiations.

(e) Persons crossing the lines contrary to these rules would
be arrested.

(/) Thecontracting parties agreed to inform their respective
soldiery regarding these points.

Article 5.—This laid down conditions for the naval armis-
tice.

Article 6.—This prohibited musketry practice near the re-
spective front lines.

Article 7.—This named certain places for the establishment
of special commissions charged with the duty of supervising the
conduct of the armistice. These places were: Biga, Dvinsk,
Brest-Litovsk, Berditcheff, Koloczvar, Focsani, and Odessa.

Article 8.—Al| previous agreements for a suspension of hos-
tilities were to be superseded by this definite armistice-treaty.

Article 9.—The contracting parties immediately after the
signature of the present Armistice Agreement will begin peace
negotiations.

Article 10.—Taking their stand upon the freedom and in-
dependence and territorial inviolability of the neutral portion of
the Persian Empire, the Turkish and Russian High Commands
are both prepared to withdraw their troops from Persia. They
will immediately enter into communication with the Persian
Government in order to arrange details for their evacuation and
also for the guaranteeing of the above-mentioned principle and
for the establishment of other necessary measures.

A supplement stated that agreements had already been
reached respecting the exchange of civilian prisoners, and mili-
tary prisoners unfit for further service, and respecting the re-
establishment of commercial and postal intercourse within the
limits of the terms of the armistice.

The armistice having been thus concluded, the Powers con-
cerned entered immediately into peace negotiations, but up to
the end of the year these negotiations had not proceeded far.
Count Hertling, Baron von Kuhlmann, and Count Czerninwent
to Brest-Litovsk, and the German Government invited M.
Trotsky to meet them there.

It seemed to the onlooker that the negotiations were taking
place upon very unequal terms. The debate, it must be ad-
mitted, was not unlike a discussion between conquerors and
conquered. TheRussian Army had become a disorganised mob
incapable of undertaking serious operations. The Russian
plenipotentiaries therefore possessed little support of a material
character. Yet Trotsky had a plan. He had perforce to rely
upon moral factors, and foreseeing that the terms of the German
Government, even when moderated by the milder and more
enlightened influence of Austria, were likely to be onerous, he
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proposed to appeal over the head of the German Government
to the Socialists, and especially the extreme Socialists, of the
Central Empires. Trotsky knew that hisown aims and the
ideals of the German Socialists were in accord, and he hoped to
place the German Government in such a position that if it
pressed unjust and imperialist terms it would be faced with a
revolt among its own people. The plan appeared hardly better
than a forlorn hope. But the Russian Government were
struggling with almost insuperable difficulties, and in reality no
other course was open to them, save abject surrender.

Up to the end of the year only the preliminary exchanges of
view had taken place. The Russian suggestions for peace-terms
were:—

(1) No forcible annexations of territories taken in the course
of thewar. (2) Complete restoration of independence to the
nationalitieswhichhad Jost it duringthewar. (3) Nationalities
not hitherto enjoying independence to have the right to decide
by plebiscite whether they would be united to other states or
acquire independence. (4) Safeguarding of therights of minor-
itiesin territorities inhabited by several nationalities. (5) No
war indemnities, but war requisitions to be returned. (6)
Colonial questions to be decided on the same principles. The
Russians also condemned everything in the nature of an
economic war.

On Christmas Day Count Czernin replied to these proposals,
on behalf of the four allied Central States. The Foreign Min-
ister said that the Central Powers desired " an immediate
general peace without forcible acquisitions of territory and
without war indemnities." Count Czernin then replied point
by point to the Russian suggestions, having stipulated, how-
ever, that the Central Powers could not bind themselves
formally to the Russian principles until Russia's Allies did
the same. He accepted point (1). In regard to (2) he was
likewise quite unequivocal, and said: " I t is not the intention
of the Allies to rob of its independence any of the nationswhich
inthe course of this war have lost their independence." He re-
fused (3), saying that these questions were not international
problems, but were affairs between each state and its own
people. He accepted (4). Inregard to (5), he suggested that
" each Power should only have to indemnify for the expenditure
for its nationals who have become prisoners of war, and for
damage donein its own territory by illegal acts against civilians
of hostile nationality." Inrespect of (6), he said that Germany
demanded the return of her colonies, and that plebiscites were
impracticable under colonial conditions.

The Russian delegation included M M . Joffe, Kameneff, and
others, but Trotsky himself was not present at the preliminary
meetings.
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CHAPTERI.
OPENING OF THE YEAR.

T H E beginning of the year 1917 found the people as fully deter-
mined as they had ever been to continue the war, at whatever
sacrifices, until a victorious conclusion had been reached. The
sacrifices which they had to suffer continued slowly to increase
during the course of the year. We recorded the fact that at
the end of 1916 the two questions which were most prominent
in public attention were that of the proposed new scheme for
universal national service and that for reducing the consumption
of food. The national service scheme soon broke down, as we
shall subsequently relate, but the food question grew steadily in
importance throughout the year ; for it became apparent that a
successful solution of this problem was one of the most import-
ant factors for securing ultimate victory.

The new year witnessed the inauguration of various minor
social changes, which had been foreshadowed at the end of
1916. The most important of these was that affecting railway
travelling; for on January 1 the new order came into force,
under which the train services became considerably slower
and less frequent than heretofore, while a general increase of
50 per cent, took place in fares. On the same day also baking
of standard bread became compulsory, in which the proportion
of wheat was fixed by the new order. These innovations were
received with very little complaint. The public generally ac-
cepted the new railway arrangements with resignation ; and the
few criticisms, which were inevitably made at first, soon died
away.

There was considerable public interest at the beginning of the
year in a singular case affecting Army discipline. Some months
previously an Act of Parliament had been passed entitled the
Army (Courts of Enquiry) Act, for the purpose of investigating
certain matters concerning not only officers, but civilians whose
names were not disclosed. The Act was passed without any
public intimation as to the identity of the persons concerned ;
and the Court which was to conduct the inquiry was under the
Presidency of Field-Marshal Lord Nicholson. On December
22 the names of those concerned were announced in the House
of Commons, and an undertaking was given that the whole of
the findings of the Court should be made public. They were,
in fact, published on January 3. The first case inquired into

49 D
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concerned the granting of a Commission to Sergeant P. Barrett,
Royal Welsh Fusiliers, and hisremoval from one battalion of
the regiment to another. This removal followed a letter of re-
monstrance sent to alady, Mrs. Cornwallis-West, by 2nd Lieut.
Barrett, who had " consistently failed to respond " to "a more
than ordinary interest " which she had taken in him. The
Court of Enquiry in their findings entirely exonerated 2nd
Lieut. Barrett from any censure in the matter, and he received
the congratulations of the Secretary for War on his complete
vindication. The Court found that General Sir W. H. Mac-
kinnon, formerly G.0.C. Western Command, had been actuated
by good intentions, but showed want of judgment and discretion
in interveningin a disciplinary matter which had ceased to con-
cern him. With regard to Lieut.-General Sir J. Cowans,
Quartermaster-General, who had conducted a correspondence
with Mrs. Cornwallis-West about the case, they found that this
correspondence showed indiscretion, and was a departure from
official propriety. In view of distinguished war service he was
retained for the present in his position, but he was informed
of the displeasure of the Government. The Court found that
Lieut.-Colonel Delme-Radclitfe, commanding Royal Welsh
Fusiliers, had acted hastily, harshly, and improperly ; and that
he had been influenced by a lady of position in the county to
such an extent as to deny justice to one of his junior officers.
Finally, the Court of Enquiry stated itsopinion that Mrs. Corn-
wallis-West had acted in a highly discreditable manner and had
given untruthful evidence. With the issue of thisreport was
cleared up the mystery hanging about the inquiry ever since*
the passage of the Army (Courts of Enquiry) Act in the preced-
ing year.

For along time past The Times and other influential organs
had criticised the delay of the late Government in bringing de-
finitely to an end the business of enemy Banks in London. At
the beginning of the war, Sir William Plender had been ap-
pointed to administer the German and Austrian Branch Banks
in London. On October 26, of 1916, the Treasury called for a
report from him on the work done in his controllership, and
this report, dated December 16, was published on January 4 in
the form of a Blue Book. The report stated that at the out-
break of war the assets of the five Banks, the Deutsche Bank,
the Dresdner Bank, the Direction der Disconto-Gesellschaft,
the Oesterreichische Laenderbank, and the Anglo-Austrian
Bank were returned at 23,373,494l. and the liabilities at
28,481,007/, leaving an apparent deficiency of 5,107,513l.; that
by September 30 last this deficiency had been reduced by
87,091Z. to 5,020,422l.; that liabilities to British, Allied, and
Neutral subjects to the extent of 27,600,000Z. had been dis-
charged by September 30 ; that the accommodation granted by
the Bank of England to these Banks in order to enable them to
pay off their acceptances had been reduced by the end of Sep-
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tember from 11,835,037/. to 4,810,823/.; that securities valued
at 26,000,000Z. remained in the custody of the Banks on Sep-
tember 30 ; that detailed particulars of 3,000,000/. of these had
been furnished to the Custodians, and that the remainder would
be lodged by the end of March next; that the cost of control
was 24,011/. down to June 30, 1916; and that to complete the
work required under the licences the following work remained
to be done :—

(1) The collection of outstanding assets must proceed as far
as possible, and any surplus assets be deposited with the
Bank of England. In the case of each of the Banks, ex-
cept the Deutsche Bank, the Bank of England advance
had not been repaid, and in the case of the Laenderbank
the claims of unsecured creditors had not been met in
full;

(2) Theremaining balances and securities held by the Banks
on behalf of non-enemy customers must be withdrawn;

(3) Securities other than those at the free disposal of non-
enemy customers must be vested in the Custodian and the
liens of the Banks realised.

Sir William Plender suggested that as the premises of the
German Banks were to be sold, his appointment as controller
should come to an end as soon as possession was given to the
purchasers. In regard to the allegations made in August,
1914, that the German and Austrian Banks had been shipping
abnormal quantities of securities and bullion to the Continent,
just before the outbreak of war, the supervisors appointed to
the different Banks reported in all cases that they had been
unable to discover that any unusual movement of the kind
had occurred. This report was generally welcomed by the
Press as the first step towards the final clearing out of the
German Banks from the City of London.

It will be remembered that towards the end of 1916 Presi-
dent Wilson had addressed Notes to the various belligerent
Powers with the view to promoting peace negotiations as soon
as possible. To this Note the Allied Governments sent ajoint
reply, which was dated from Paris, January 10, and published
in London on January 12. In the course of this reply the
Allies declared their general object with more precision than
they had hitherto done. First among them was the restoration
of the small countries over-run by Germany. Belgium, Serbia,
and Montenegro must be set free and receive the compensation
due to them. Theliberation of the occupied portion of France,
Russia, and Roumania, with reparation for the damage done,
was also insisted upon. The Allies disavowed absolutely any
intention to bring about "the extermination or the political
disappearance of the Germanic people." Such a desire would
stand, said the Note, in flagrant contradiction to the very
principle of nationalities, which was a corner-stone inthe policy
of the Allies. The peace desired by the Allies was a peace
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founded on those doctrines of liberty, justice, and inviolable
fidelity to national engagements, which America had always
cherished andrevered. The Note then continued by saying that
such a peace must be based not only on respect for nationalities
but also on the right of " all peoples, small and great," to full
security and to liberty of economic development. It must be
secured by Territorial Conventions and national settlements
which would prevent such deeds as the violation of Belgium.
It must provide for the restoration of Provinces torn from the
Allies by force or against the wishes of the inhabitants. [This
was interpreted as a reference to Alsace-Lorraine.] It must
ensure the liberation of the Italians, Slavs, Rurnanes, and
Czecho-Slovaks from foreign dominion and the risorgimento of
Poland ; while finally it must free the population under Turkish
territory and end for ever the rule of the Ottoman in Europe
Th