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PREFACE

The current of Indian literature has flown into three
main streams, viz. Sanskrit, Pali and Prakrit. Each of
them witnessed an enormous range of creative activity.
Sanskrit texts ran,ing in date from the Vedic to the classi-
cal period and belonging to almost all branches of literature
bave now been edited and published for more than a
centuty beginning with the magnificent edition of the
Rigveda by Prof. Max Muller. The Pali literature devoted
almost exclusively to the teaching and religion of the
Buddha was even more Iucky in that the Pali Text Society
of London planned and achicved its comprehensive publi-
cation in a systematic manner. Those editions of the Pali
Vinaya, Sutta and Ablidhamma Pitakas and their commen-
taries arc well known all the world over.

The Prakrit literature presents an amazing phenomenon
in the field of Indian literary activity. Prakrit as a
dialect may have had its early beginnings about the seventh
century B. C. From the time of Mahavira, the last Tirthan-
kara who 1corganised the Jaina religion and church
in o most vital manner and infused new life into all its
branches. We have certain evidence that he, like the Buddha,
made use of the popular speech of his time as the medium
of his religious activity. The original Jaina sacied lite-
rature or canon was in the Ardhamagadhi form of Prakiit.
It was compiled sometime later, but may be taken to have
retained its pristine purity. The Prakrit language deve-
loped divergent local 1dioms of which some outstanding
regional styles became in course of time the vehicle of varied
literary activity. Amongst such Sauraseni, Maharashtri
and Paifachi occupicd a place of honour. Of these the



i)
Maharashtri Prakrit was accepted as the standard medium
of literary activity from about the first century A. D.
until almost to our own times. During this long period of
twenty centuries a vast body of religious and secular
literature came into existence in the Prakrit languages.
This literature comprises an extensive stock of ancient
commentaries on the Jaina religious canon or the Agamic
literature on the one hand, and such creative works as
poetry, drama, romance, stories as well as scientific treati-
ses on Vyakarana, Kosha, Chhanda etc. on the other hand.
This literature is of vast magnitude and the number of
works of deserving merit may be about a thousand. Fortu-
nately this literature is of intrinsic value as a perennial
source of Indian literary and cultural history. As yet it
has been but indifferently tapped and is awaiting proper
publication. It may also be mentioned that the Prakrit
literature is of abiding interest for tracing the origin and
development of almost all the  New-Indo-Aryan languages
like Hindi, Gujarati, Marathi, Punjabi, Kasmiri, Siadhi,
Bangili, Uriya, Assamese, Nepali. A national effort for
the study of Prakrit languages in all aspects and in proper
historical perspective is of vital importance for a full
understanding of the inexhaustible linguistic heritage of
modern India. About the eighth century the Prakrit
languages developed a new style known as Apabhrathsa
which has furnished the missing links between the Modern-
and the Middle-Indo-Aryan speeches. Luckily several
hundred Apabhraméa texts have been recovered in recent
years from the forgotten archives of the Jaina temples.

With a view to undertake the publication of this rich
literature some co-ordinated efforts were needed in India.
After the attainment of freedom, circumstances so moulded
themselves rapidly as to lead to the foundation of a



society under the name of the Prakrit Text Society, which
was duly registered in 1953 with the following aims and
objects :

(1) To prepare and publish critical editions of Prakrit
texts and commentaries and other works connected
therewith.

(2) To promote studies and research in Prakrit
languages and literature.

(3) To promote studies and research of such languages
as are associated with Prakrit.

(4) (8) To set up institutions or centres for promoting
studies and research in Indian History and
Culture with special reference to ancient Pra-
krit texts.

(b) To set up Libraries and Museums for Prakrit
manuscripts, paintings, coins, archaeological
finds and other material of historical and cul-
tural importance.

(5) To preserve manuscripts discovered or available in
various Bhandars throughout India, by modern
scientific means, inter alia photostat, microfilming,
photography, lamination and other latest scientific
methods.

(6) To manage or enter into any other working arrran-
gements with other Societies having any of their
objects similar or allied to any of the objects of the
Society.

(7) To undertake such activities as are incidental
and conducive, directly or indirectly, to and in
furtherance of any of the above objects.

From its inception the Prakrit Text Society was



( iv )
fortunate to receive tke active support of His Excellency
Dr. Rajendra Prasad, President, Republic of India, who
very kindly consented to become its Chief Patron and also
one of the six Founder Members¥*.

The Prakrit Text Society has plainly taken inspiration
from the Pali Text Society of London as regards its
publication programme, of which the plan is as follows :

I Agamic Literature

oll—aR, 4954, @4, @Ay, sqeial, ST,
IqTEF, AT, AFANTYITF, FATF, 17 |

SqiT—sTnfes, qamsa, sharaieo, SEeAr, gaSe,
qx 1700, Hfoqsr, Heqrad @ar, gRawr, Teq=fosr, gftazan

AT, FxRaIfE, Iau g, sk, shafgfa

ARGA—Fraa, wfa, TEEERT, S9A, QAATE, FAT,
sitageq |

IRWF—TFTO,  AGRAEIF, HRAREN, AR,
FEAGF, JAxEqd, TOEET, AR, GEAF, AOGAH, TB(-
TRIFE, TR orfy |

femreE—afa, SgdmEr |

II Agamic Commentaries

fagfis, dogon, wsa, g0, 2f, A1, areraa ek |
III Agamic Prakaranas &HIER &7 |
IV Classical Prakrit Literature

Fre (UAaRy oy ), AzF (FL@AD ol ), enema-sar
( 95Rafgust, uRasafyesl, arus=asza onfy ), yau (FwaAngyfiE
&z )

*Other Founder Members are——3Shri Muni Punyavijayji, Acharya
Vijayendra 8uri, Shri V.S. Agrawala, Shri Jainendra Kumar, Shri
Fatechand Belaney.

8hri Belaney acted as Bociety’s S8ecretary from the beginning upto
May 1957 and displayed great organising ability in founding the Society



V Scientific Literature

Grammar, Lexicography, Metrics, Rhetorics, Astronomy,
Mathematics, Arts and other Sciences.

The society selected an important text named,
“Afgavijja’’ as the first volume of its Prakrit Text Series.
This is now followed by another important text namely
¢Prakrita-Paingalam’ (in two parts), a work on medizval
Prakrit and Apabhrath$a metres. It has been critically
edited with three Sanskrit commentaries on the basis of
the two earlier editions and further available manuscript
material by Dr. Bhola Shanker Vyas, a distinguished
member of the Hindi Department of the Banaras Hindu
University. He has also added a Hindi translation with
philological notes and a glossary of Prakrit and Apabhramsa
words. The second part which will be released shortly
will comprise a learned introduction by the editor containing
a critical and comparative study of the language and
metres of this important text.

The programme of work undertaken by the Society
involves considerable expenditure, towards which liberal
grants have been made by the following Governments :—
Government of India Rs. 10,000 Madras  Rs. 20,000
Assam  Rs. 10,000 Mysore  Rs. 5,000
Andhra Rs. 10,000 Orissa Rs. 10,000
Bihar  Rs. 10,000 Punjab  Rs. 20,000
Delhi Rs. 3,000 Rajasthan Rs. 15,000
Hyderabad Rs. 3,000 Saurashtra Rs. 1,250
” Kerala Rs, 2,500  Travancore-

Madhya Pradesh Rs. 22,500 Cochin Rs. 2,500
Madhya Bharat Rs. 10,000 Uttar Pradesh Rs. 20,000
West Bengal Rs. 5,000

1

1



( vi)

To these have been added grants made by the following
Trusts and ind:ividual philanthrophists :—
Sir Dorabji Tata Trust Rs. 10,000
Seth Lalbhai Dalpatbhai Trust Rs. 20,000
Seth Narottam Lalbhai Trust Rs. 10,000
Seth Kasturbhai Lalbhai Trust Rs. 8,000

Shri Ram Mills, Bombay Rs. 5,000
Shri Girdhar Lal Chhota Lal Rs. 5,000
Shri Tulsidas Kilachand Rs. 2,500
Shri Laharchand Lalluchand Rs. 1,000
Shri Nahalchand Lalluchand Rs. 1,000
Navjivan Mills Rs. 1,000

The Society records its expression of profound grateful-
ness to all these donors for their generous grants-in-aid to
the Society. The Society’s indebtedness to its Chief Patron
Dr. Rajendra Prasad has been of the highest value and a
constant source of guidance and inspiration in its work.

VASUDEVA S. AGRAWALA,

BANARAS HINDU UNIVERSITY, DALSUKH MALVANIA,
10th October, 1959. General Editors.



FOREWORD

The ‘Prakrita-Paingalam’ is one of the most important
documents of mediaeval Indian Literature, which is well
known for its comprehensive treatment of Prakrit and
Apabhrari§a metres, recording not only their definitions
(lakshana), but also copious illustrations, some of which
appear to have been composed by the author himself and
others selected from a wide range of contemporaneous
literature. It has thus recorded valuable literary material
from sources which have now been lost. It was very early
recognised by scholars that the ‘Prakrita-Paingalam’is an
invaluable source for the study of the Mid-Indo-Aryan
languages in their various provincial forms like Old-Rajas-
thani, Old-Gujarati, Old-Maithili, Old-Bengaili etc.

The work was edited in its first published form by Mm.,
Sivadatta Dadhicha with the commentary ‘Pradipa’ of
Lakshminatha and printed in 189+ in Kavyamala Series by
Nirgpayasagar Press, Bombay. A subsequent edition was
prepared by §ri Chandramohana Ghosha M.B., B.A. in the
Bibliotheca Indica Series in 1902. Thelatter editor took suffi-
cient care in preparing his text on the basis of 8 manuscripts
of which variant readings were rccorded as foot-notes. All
that constituted valuable material for understanding the
text. Besides he amplificd his edition by printing 4 com-
mentaries, namely ‘Pingala-Tika’ by Vi§wanatha Paicha-
nana, ‘Pingala-Prakasa’ by Vaindidhara, ‘Krishniya-Vivarana’
by Krishpa, and ‘Pifgala-Tattva-Prakasika’ by Yadavendra.
He also added a complete index of all the metres and a
glossary of all the Prakrita words in the text. For more
than fifty years this edition has served its purpose, but it
has now become almost unobtainable. During this long
interval new material in the form of manuscripts as well
as commentaries was forthcoming. On the other hand the
‘Prakrita-Paingalam’ received increasing recognition as a
text-book in the higher University classes for Apabhrarga



(i)
and Mid-Indo-Aryan linguistics. Asa text-book on metres,
its value cannot be over-estimated. It was therefore widely
felt that o new edition on more improved lines should be
prepared which should also fulfil the aim of the University
audicnce of tcachers and pupils, who have become interes-
ted in the text.

The present edition undertaken by the Prakrit Text
Society is intended to fulfil that purpose. The learned
editor Dr. Bhola Shanker Vyas had been engaged over
long yearsin a critical study of this text. The Society
was fortunate in enlisting his services in the preparation
of the present edition. It is being published in two parts.
Part One which is being released carlier includes the
text, Hindi translation, variant readings, philological
notes, three Sanskrit commentaries, and a glossary of
Prakrit and Apabhraisa words occurring in the text.
Part Two will present the editor's comprehensive
introduction dealing with the problems of the authorship
and datc of the ‘Prakrita-Paifngalam’ together with a
critical and comparative study of the metres that form
its subject matter, as well asthe exact nature of the
language of the original text, and also a literary assess-
ment of that portion which the author intended to seive
as illustrations to the Matrika and Varnika metres dealt
with by him. In this revised edition Dr. Vyas has prepared
the critical edition of the text on the basis of the two
earlier editions and also three new manuscripts, Of the
five commentaries printed earlier in the two editions,
two namely “Pradipa” of Lakshminatha Bhatta (1600
A.D.) and “Pingala-Prakasa” of Vaméidhara (1642 A. D.),
are being reprinted for their great clarity in under-
standing the original text. A third commentary namely
the ‘Pingala-Sara-Vikasini’ by Ravikara is being published
here for the first time in full on the basisof a single
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manuscript preserved in the Oriental Institute Baroda.
Complete details of the critical apparatus and of the
commentaries is being presented by the editor in part II.

Ravikara, besides his commentary on the ‘Prakrita-
Paingalam’, was also the author of another work on metres
namely ‘Vritta-Ratnavali’ and as Aufrecht has recorded,
was the son of Harihara (Catalogus Catalogorum, Vol. I, p,
493). In all probability this Harihara seems to be
identical with Haribamha or Hariharabamha mentioned
in verses 108 and 115 of ‘Prakrita-Paingalam’. Both of
these verses do not appear to be essential part of the
original text of the ‘Prakrita-Paingalam’, as verse 107 is
a repetition of the definition already contained in verse
105 and its illustration in verse 108 is also a superflous
repetition of verse 106. Similarly verse 115 mentioning
Harihara is neither a dcfinition nor an illustration, but
merely a repetition of the fact that Vastu Chhanda could
not have more than 45 varieties previously enumerated.
As a matter of fact Vamsidhara in his commentary
‘Pingala-Prakaga’ explicitly states that verse 107 was an
itnerpolation, since its definition was already covered
by verse 105 (Prakrita-Paingalam, Ghosha’s edition
p- 185, present edition p. 558). In this connection it
may be mentioned that Vidyapati in his Kirtilata states
that Harihara was the Minister of Law and Justice
(Dharmadhikari) of Kirtisichha (1390-1400 A. D,). In
case both these Hariharas were identical, we arrive at a
firm point in the chronology of the evolution of the
‘Prakrita-Paingalam’ namely that Harihara retouched
the original text by adding a few verses of his own some-
time between circa 1360 and 1390 A. D. Ravikara records
that there was a still older commentary of Prakrita-
Paingalam’ which he had used. The existence of this
previous commentary pushes back still fyrther the date
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of the composition of the original ‘Prakrita-Paifigalam’
to the first quarter of the 14th century.

In the present text there are about 8 verses referring
to the exploits and bravery of Hammira against the Mlech-
chhas, and the Shah, who should be identified with Alauddin
Khilji. The battle of Ranathambhora between Hammira
and Alauddin was finally finished by 1302 A. D. There
is a strong literary tradition that Sarhgadhara was the
author of a work named ‘Hammirarasi’ which was com-
posed in the later Apabhramsa language to glorify the
exploits of Hammira. The verses about Hammira in the
¢Prakrita-Paingalam’ appear to be extracted from that text.
Thus the ‘Prakrita-Paifgalam’ was drawing upon for its
illustrations, on texts which had been composed near about
1310 A. D. and may itself have been a product of the
same period. About the name of its original author, we
do not yet have distinct intimation and the question has
to await still further investigation. It would not be
surprising if Sarngadhara himself had been the writer of
this text, as the larger numbezr of verses about Hammira
found in the present ‘Prakrita-Paingalam’ throw a pointer.

The ‘Prakrita-Paifgalam’ poses many other problems
of language and prosody, which have a bearing not only on
its own chronology, but also on the literary history of the
later Apabhrathéa period, specially as it developed from
the 12th to the 14th century. It is hoped that the present
accessible edition will lead to more extended studies of this
important text in all its bearings. We feel specially in-
debted to Dr. Bhola Shanker Vyas for devoting his time
and energy in preparing this edition.

V. S. AGRAWALA
BANARAS HINDU UNIVERSITY

10th October, 1939
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