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ing a son-in-law and others, the people of Rajas--
than even preferred that their daughter should
perish. DBut a far more powerful reason is immemo-
rial custom, which Manu declares to be transcend-
ent law and the root of all piety. These people have
gone on killing their children generation after gene-
ration because their forefathers did so before them,
not only without a thought, that there is anything
criminal in the practice, but with the conviction that
is right. But although these benevolent efforts were
undoubtedly useful, their practical results .were
not great, and it gradually became clear that it was
only by a stringent and organised system of coercion.
that these practices would even be eradicated.
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...I cannot describe the marriage customs of Rajas-
than now, but there is a very interesting account of
them in Sir Alfred Lyall's Asiatic studies. A Mar-
wari cannot marry a woman who does not belong to
a Rajasthan family, but at the same time he cannot
marry one of his own class, like mohammadans.

The custom makes marriage difficult by narrow-
ing the field of selection, for neither can a man go
very far among strange tribes to seek his wife, except
that a father to seek a husband for his daughter, and
even so that a poor man often does not marry at all,
whilst a rich man or his son of high birth ( or with
plenty of money even debarred from other qualities )
is beseiged with application for his hand, in order that
the stigma of an unmarried daughter may at least
be formally removed.

Thus, while an unmarried daughter is looked
upon in India as hopelessly disgraced and this is
true of almost all classes and not of Rajputana only,
a son-in-law cannot always be found unless the
father of the girl is prepared to pay highly and the
marriage of a daughter may mean the ruin of a
family.

In March 1888, the representatives of all the
ruling Cluefs niet together and agreed to rules limis-
ing the expenditure on marriages. These rules were
declared binding on Rajputana of all ranks except



IR WY ¥ qreavd) wwre

the Chiefs themselves. Many previous attempts
with the view of suppressing the motives to infanti-
cide in Rajputana, have been failed and even if the
Chiefs were anxious to enforce such rules their pow-
er to do so would be more than doubtful on the nature
of their subjects. I fear that the sanguine hopes
that have been expressed in regard to the results of
this movement are neot likely to be fulfilled. The
Chiefs at the same time agreed that no boy under 18
and no girl under fourteen shall hereafter be married.
It is impossible to anticipate that this rule passed
with the avowed object of preventing child marriag-
es can have any immediate or important effect on
one of the most prevalent a most tamentable of
Indian customs by which thousands of girls hardly
out of their infancy are every year condemned to li-
ves of perpetual widowhood. The proposal we are
told was made spontaneously by the aged Chief of
Bundi, and we may hope that the agent to the
Governor General in Rajputana is right in the belief
which he stated, that “it, shows at all events that
a feeling is getting abroad, even among those who
are the greatest upholders of ancient customs,
against the evils caused by these marriages.”
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