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appeared, scem, as a rule, only to require a Dictionary and
a docile Munshi ; versions, so intelligiblo that a lad of four-
teen conld thoroughly understand them, require the Author
to know the subject on, and the languago in, which he
writes, thoroughly.  Indeed, whenever words represent thoughts,
as may he said to be the case with Literature, it is neces-
sary to examine the associations with which either the one or
the other are connected, and, if no exact eqnivalent can bo found
in the foreign language, then the translator should himself
narrate these associations and, as it were, build up their
history, in his version-—his test being a satistactory answer to
the question : “wonld a native, acquainted with the subjeet and
desirous of teaching it in the most. simple manner to those natives
to whom it was quite new, express himself in this way ?”” Unless this
is the adapter’s practice, he will teach sounds but not ideas. Of
course, in scientific terminology, whose words represent faets, or
things, it is practically immaterial by what combination of sounds
the fict or thing is made known.  Still; without some imagination
and power of assimilation, no one, however great his purely
linguistic attainments, can hope to write either ¢ science” or
“literature” for the Nafive of India, so as to bo really under-
stood.

In conclusion, 1 venture to express a hope that this treatise
may also prove of some use to those Kuropean Students of
the History and Literature of Muhammadanism who may be
acquainted with Urdu. As far as I know, no brief summary of these
subjects has as yet been written in any Language. I also trust that
this small work will commend itsclfto those aspirants for “honors”
in Urdu who may require a reading-book in that Language,
in addition to thosc already prescribed.”

The price of this volume, which numbers 325 pages, is Rs. 2-4,



about, and to examine critically, the great events of his own or
foreign History and Literature, which are here referred to.
I also hope that this treatise may induce other and more able
writers to prepare books in Urdu on uscful subjeets, on a some-
what similar plan.

I take this opportunity of pointingout that approved books on
Science and Literature, written in any of the European langunages,
should not be translated, but “ aparrenp’ into Urdu.  European
writers, more especially perhaps those ol our own times, appear to
delight in generalizing and in the abstract and impersonal, whilst
the genius of almost all the * Oriental Languages™ is personal,
particular, concrete and dramatic. The ordinary difliculties of trans-
lation are sufficiently great, even in the case of translation from one
Furopean langnage to another, to render it doubtful whether Shakes-
peare can beadequately translated into French; Béranger into Eng-
lish, or Dickens into Italian. In the case of Oriental Languages, the
difficulties areincreased to such an extent as alimosi to justify the as-
sertion that most uropean books cannot be translated at all into them
—Dbut that they have to be re-written.  Iiven in the translation of
the New Testament, whose language and spirit are so very ¢ Bas-
tern,” into such Oriental Languages as Avabic, Turkish and
Urdu, the full meaning of the original ( or owr interpretation of
it, or the association which has grown up with it) is rarcly
rendered. As an instance, I would refer to the 24th Chapter
of the Gospel of St. Matthew, in the Turkish version of Tuarabi,
which, 1 believe, contains 108 mistakes against grammar and
sense,

In Urdu we do not want translations ; we want ¢ adaptations.”
We do not, for instance, require Mill's Political Economy
translated, but the subject of Political Economy introduced into
Urdu in a popular form. The same view holds good with regard to
History, Metaphysics and Literature generally, where we want
the subjects treated in a simple and idiomatic manner, gnd not the
translations of writers oy these subjects.

What I venture to propose is, I believe, a more useful task
than mere translation, Trapslations, such as haye hitherto



EXTRACT FROM PREFACE TO PART 1.

“This treatize has been published for the following reasons: —In
July Tast T examined a number of Maulvis in - Arabic, who were
Candidates for Scholarships in the Panjab University College. T
found that in the Panjab, as elsewhere, whilst some of the Maulvis
were profound in matters ol verbal and grammatical detail, to an
extent and in a manner scarcely sufliciently  recognized by Euro-
pean Ovientalists, all were;, more or less, ignorant of  some of the
most prominent facts of Arabian History and Literature. To supply
somewhat this defect in their  instruction, T first  wrote a
chronological sketeh of Arabian History, then another of Arabian
Literature.  This, however, was treating an important Branch of
Universal History in a somewhat fragmentary and unphilosophical
manner.  It, no doubt, was necessary to inforn the Maulvis that
the History of Arabia had a chronological and well-ascertained
sequence which did not allow them to consign it to the age
of fuble, however advantageous such a conrse might be in stimu-
lating the sense of reverence for the distant or unknown. It was
something to point out that Arabian  Literature was not confined
to commentaries on the Qurin, to a few Law treatises, erotic
poems, or to grammars, but that it also embraced numerous and
admirable works on Mathematies, History, Medicine, &e., &e.
Still the main objeet of my Sketehes would have remained un-
fultilled, which wus to impress the Maulvi with the conviction that
the history of his country, ereed or literature, was mercly a part
of the Universal Llistory of human events and thoughts. 1, there-
fore, hecame anxious to point out how Arabian History had grown
into that of Mubammadanism, and how its Literature had influenced
the various populations professing that creed. I also endeavoured
to show what place the History of Mubhammadanism has in the
Universal History of civilisation. The result of these attempts
is the present treatise.

The aim of this production will be fully answered if it inspires
any of the Maulvis who may read it with a wish to learn more
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