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In carrying out his plan, the-first measure of Corn-
wallis in 1780 was a reign of terror. On the capitulation
of Charleston, eminent patriots remained prisoners on
parole....... Accepting the suggestions that severity was
the true mode to hold the recovered province, he address-
ed the most stringent orders to the commandants to impri-
son all who would not take up arms for the king, and
to seize or destroy their whole property......... He set
up the gallows at Camden for the indiscriminate execu-
tion of those among his prisoners who had formerly given
their parole. The destruction of property and life assumed
still more hideous forms, when the peremptory orders and
examples of Conwallis were followed by subordinates in
remote districts away from supervision, Cruel measures
seek and find cruel agents; officers whose delight was in
blood patrolled the country, burned houses, ravaged



Ro¢ 0. @A ETEl S

estates and put to death whom they would.No engagement
by proclamation or by capitulation was respected. There
was no question of proofs and no trial. The cnemy were
determined to break everyman’s spirit; or to take his life,”
Vol. V. PP, 391—392,
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