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INTRODUCTION

DASENT was another of the Westminster Schoolboys who
have done good service to their mother tongue. Born
abroad, at S Vincent, in 1817 he went on from West-
mingter to Oxford, and then by good fortune to Stockholm
in the diplomatic service. During his stay there he fell
whally under the spdl of Norse literature, with Jacob
Grimm to urge its interest.  His first book was dedicated
to Carlyle. In 1845 he returned home, and joined the
gaff of The Times, and much of his finest work was
done while he was tied to Printing House Square and at
the same time reading for the Bar. Cdled to the Bar in
1852, next year he became Professor of English Literature
and Modern History a King's College. In 1861 he sent
to press a last Burnt Njal—the verson of the Njals
Sag?a which he had first thought of attempting during his
early career in Stockholm.  He went to Iceland very soon
after its publication and was hailed—with a hospitdity
which Lord Dufferirt-hasmadeis realiss—at Reykjavik as
another of the new Saga-men and lovers who have
strengthened the ties between the northern idands, Norse
and British. Sr George Webbe Dasent was dr a
Danish knight when he received his English title in 1876.
He died in 1896.

Thefollowing isalig of theworks of Sr G. W. Dasent.—

Prose Edda, Trandation from the Old Norse, 1842; Trandation
of Cask's Grammar of the Icelandic or Old Norse Tongue, 1843;
The Norsemen in Iceland, Oxford Essays, 1858; Popular Tdes from
tbty Norse, from the orldcgl nd of Ashjornsenand Moe, with Introductory

on the Origin and Diffusion of Popular Taes, 1859, and edition,
1850; 19)3éWI memoir), 1907 (London Library): ections for
Children, 1862; Norse Wonder Tdes for Children, ;- Norse Fairy
Tdes, sdected and ad%ed by F. J. Simmons, illustrated b%/ R. L. and
H. J. Knowles, 1910; Sdectionsfor Children (Tdesfor Little Peogle?,
1906; The Story of Burnt Njal, from the lcdlandic Saga, 1861, ,

! S his Lettersfrom High Latitudes“(qE‘véryman's Library, No. 499).
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1906 (Heroes of, Iceland/l Gidi the Outlaw,from the lcdandic,
1909 (Al Tlmera) nnals of an Eventful Life, 1870. 5th edl tion,
revised, 1870; Three to One, or some 65 out of the Life of
Amicia, Lady SNeetap)Ie 3 vals. and E Ews
and Review: 2vo|s, 1E aI aL|fe 3vo|s 1874; Td&fromt e
Fjeld, from the Nor. sb and Moe, 1874; Introductlon and
feto R CI slceland|c En I|sh D|ct|0nar 18 he Vikings
of the Baltic: deof the North in the Tenth entury 1875 Tran
lation of Iceland|c SaB (Rerum Britannicorum Mediiaevi Scr dptora
€cC. asent edited Icdlandic Low German, and other
ver: onsof the Tde of Theophilus.
Dasent was assistant-editor of The Times, 1845-1870.

LIFE: Memair by E. |. Dasent to Norse Tdes, 1903,
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THE STORY OF BURNT NJAL

|. OF FIDDLE MORD

THERE was a man named Mord whose surname was Fiddle;
he was the son of Sigvat the Red, and he dwdlt at the " Vae "
in the Rangrivervales. He was a mighty chief, and a great
taker up of suits, and so great a lawyer that no judgments
were thought lawful unless he had a hand in them. He had
an only daughter, named Unna. She was a fair, courteous,
and gifted woman, and that was thought the best match in
al the Rangrivervales.

Now the story turns westward to the Broadfirth daes,
where, a Hauskuldstede, in Laxriverdale, dwelt a man
named Hauskuld, Who was Dalakoll's son, and his mother's
name was Thorgerda He had a brother named Hrut, who
dwelt at Hrutstede; he was of the same mother as Hauskuld
but his father's name was Heriolf. Hrut was handsome
tall and strong, well skilled in arms, and mild of temper; he
was one of the wisest of men—stern towards his foes, but a
good counsellor on grest matters. It happened once that
Hauskuld bade his friends to a feast, and his brother Hrut
was there, and sat next him. Hauskuld had a daughter
named Hallgerda who was playing on the floor with some
other girls. She was fair of face and tall of growth, and her
hair was as soft as silk; it was so long, too, that it came
down to her waist. Hauskuld called out to her, " Come
hither to me, daughter.” So she went up to h|m and he
took her by the chin, and kissed her; and after that she went
away.

Then Hauskuld said to Hrut, " What dost thou think of

! Thorgerda w§ daug)hter of TQorsiel n the R who was Olaf the

White's son, [ni son. Ingiald’s mother WasThora,
daugh ter of %urd Snake-i' theey who was R nar Hairybreek's
son. thy was Thorgtein the Red's mother; .she

was daughter of Ket e Flatnose who was Bjorn Boun's son, Grlms
son, Lord of Sognin Norway.
A
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this maiden? Is she not fair?" Hrut held his
Hauskuld said the same thing to him a second time, and then
Hrut answered, " Fair enough is this maid, and many will
smart for it, but this | know not, whence thief's eyes have
come into our race” Then Hauskuld was wroth, and for a
time the brothers saw little of each other.

2. HRUT WOOS UNNA

IT happened once that those brothers, Hauskuld and Hrut,
rode to the Althing, and there was much people at it. Then
Hauskuld said to Hrut, " One thing | wish, brother, and that
is, that thou wouldst better thy lot and woo thyself awife."

Hrut answered, " That has been long on my mind, though
there always seemed to be two sides to the matter; but now
| will do as thou wishest; whither shall we turn our eyes? "

Hauskuld answered, " Here now are many chiefs at the
Thing, and there is plenty of choice, but | have aready set
my eyes on a spot where a match lies made to thy hand.
The woman's name is Unna, and she is a daughter of Fiddle
Mord, one of thewisest of men. He ishereat the Thing and
his daughter too, and thou mayest see her if it pleases thee."

Now the next day, when men were going to the High Court,
they saw some well-dressed women standing outside the
booths of the men from the Rangrivervales. Then Hauskuld
said to Hrut, " Yonder now is Unna, of whom | spoke; what
thinkest thou of her? "

" Wdl," answered Hrut; " but yet | do not know whether
we should get on well together." .

After that they went to the High Court, where Fiddle Mord
was laying down the law as was his wont, and after he had
done he went home to his booth.

Then Hauskuld and Hrut rose, and went to Mord's booth.
They went in and found Mord sitting in the innermost part
of the booth, and they bade him " Good-day." He rose to
meet them, and took Hauskuld by the hand and made him
St down by his sde, and Hrut sat next to Hauskuld. So
after th€¥] had talked much of this and that, at last Hauskuld
sad, " | have a bargain to spesk to thee about; Hrut wishes
to become thy son-in-law, and buy thy daughter, and I,
for my part, will not be sparing in the matter."
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Mord answered, " | know that thou art a greet chief, but
thy brother is unknown to me."

" He is a better man than 1," answered Hauskuld.

" Thou wilt need to lay down a large sum with him, for
sheis heir to dl | leave behind me" sad Mord.

" There is no need,” said Hauskuld, " to wait long before
thou hearest what | ._?ive my word he shdl have. He shdl
have Kamness and Hrutstede, up as far as Thrandargil, and
atrading-ship beside, now on her voyage."

Then said Hrut to Mord, " Bear in mind, now, husband,
that my brother has praised me much more than | deserve
for love's sake; but if after what thou hast heard, thou wilt
mhaksgI ]'Ehe match, | am willing to let thee lay down the terms
t

)IIVIor_d answered, " | have thought over theterms; she shall
have s_xg/ hundreds down, and this sum shall be increased
by athird more in thine house, but if ye two have hers, ye
dhdl go haves in the goods"

Then said Hrut, " | agree to these terms, and now let us
take witness"  After that they stood up and shook hands,
and Mord betrothed his daughter Unna to Hrut, and the
bridal feast was to be at Mord's house, haf a month after
Midsummer. . _

Now both sides ride home from the Thing, and Hauskuld
and Hrut ride westward by Hallbjorn's beacon. Then
Thiostolf, the son of Biorn Gullbera of Reykriverdale, rode
to meet them, and told them how a ship had come out from
Norway to the White River, and how aboard of her was
Auzur Hrut's father's brother, and he wished Hrut to come
to him as soon as ever he could.  When Hrut heard this, he
asked Hauskuld to go with him to the ship, so Hauskuld
went with his brother, and when they reached the ship, Hrut
gave his kinsman Auzur akind and hearty welcome.  Auzur
asked them into his booth to drink, so their horses were
unsaddled, and they went in and drank, and while they were
drinking, Hrut sad to Auzur, " Now, kinsman, thou must
ride west with me, and stay with me this winter."

" That cannot be, kinsman, for | have to tel thee the
death of thy brother Eyvind, and he has left thee his heir at
the Gula Thing, and now thy foes will sdze thy heritage,
unless thou comest to clam it _

"What's to be done now, brother?' sad Hrut to
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Hauskuld, " for this seems a hard matter, coming just as |
have fixed my brida day."

" Thou must ride south," said Hauskuld, " and see Mord,
and ask him to change the bargain which ye two have made,
and to let his daughter sit for thee three winters as thy
betrothed, but | will ride home and bring down thy wares
to the ship."

Then sad Hrut, " My wish is that thou shouldest take
mea and timber, and whatever else thou needest out of the
lading." So Hrut had his horses brought out, and he rode
south, while Hauskuld rode home west.  Hrut came east to
the Rangrivervales to Mord, and had a good welcome, and
he told Mord dl his business, and asked his advice what he
should do.

" How much money is this heritage," asked Mord, and
Hrut said it would come to a hundred marks, if he got it dl.

"Wdl," said Mord, " that is much when st against what
| shall leave behind me, and thou shalt go for it, if thou wilt."

After that they broke their bargain, and Unna was to sit
waiting for Hrut three years as his betrothed. Now Hrut
rides back to the ship, and stays by her during the summer,
till she was ready to sal, and Hauskuld brought down dl
Hrut's wares and money to the ship, and Hrut placed dl his
other property in Hauskuld's hands to keep for him while he
was away. Then Hauskuld rode home to his house, and a
little while after they got a fair wind and sall away to sea
They were out three weeks, and the first land they made was
Hern, near Beget, and so sal eastward to the Bay.

3. HRUT AND GUNNHILLDA, KING'S MOTHER

AT that time Harold Grayfell reigned in Norway; he was the
son of Eric Bloodaxe, who was the son of Harold Fair-hair;
his mother's name was Gunnhillda, a daughter of Auzur Toti,
and they had their abode ead, a the King's Crag. Now the
news was spread, how a ship had come thither east into the
Bay, and as soon as Gunnhillda heard of it, she asked what
men from Icdand were abroad, and they told her Hrut was
the man's name, Auzur's brother's son. Then Gunnhillda
sad, " | see plainly that he means to cdlaim his heritage, but
there is a man named Soti, who has laid his hands on it."
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After that she cdled her waiting-man, whose name was
Augmund, and said, " | am going to send thee to the Bay to
find out Auzur and Hrut, and tell them that | ask them both
to spend this winter with me.  Say, too, that | will be their
friend, and if Hrut will carry out my counsdl, | will see after
his suit, and anything else he takes in hand, and | will speak
a good word, too, for him to the king."

After that he st off and found them; and as soon as they
knew that he was Gunnhillda's servant, they gave him good
welcome. He took them aside and told them his errand, and
after that they talked over their plans by themselves. Then
Auzur said to Hrut, " Methinks, kinsman, here is little need
for long talk, our plans are ready made for us; for | know
Gunnhillda's temper; as soon as ever we say we will not go
to her she will drive us out of the land, and take dl our goods
by force; but if we go to her, then she will do us such honour
as she has promised.” _

Augmund went home, and when he saw Gunnhillda, he
told her how his errand had ended, and that they would
come, and Gunnhilldasaid, " It is only what was to be looked
for; for Hrut is said to be a wise and well-bred man; and
now do thou keep a sharp look out, and tell me as soon as
ever they come to the town." _

Hrut and Auzur went east to the King's Crag, and when
they reached the town, their kinsmen and friends went out
to meet and welcome them. They asked whether the king
were in the town, and they told them he was. After that
they met Augmund, and he brought them a greeting from
Gunnhillda, saying, that she could not ask them to her house
before they had seen the king, lest men should say, " | make
too much of them." Stll she would do dl she could for
them, and she went on, " Tell Hrut to be out-spoken before
the king, and to ask to be made one of his body-guard; "
" and here" said Augmund, " is a dress of honour which
she sends to thee, Hrut, and in it thou must go in before the
king." After that he went away. _

e next day Hrut said, " Let us go before the king."

" That may well be" answered Auzur. .

‘So they went, twelve of them together, and &l of them
friends or kinsmen, and came into the hal where the king
st over his drink. Hrut went first and bade the king
" Good-day," and the king, looking steadfastly at the man
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who was well-dressed, asked him his name.  So he told his
name.

" Art thou an Icelander? " sad the king.

He answered, " Yes”"

" What drove thee hither to seek us? "

Then Hrut answered, " To see your state, lord; and, be-
gdes because | have a great matter of inheritance here in
t_hehland, and | shal have need of your help if | am to get my
rights.”

The kin? sad, " | have given my word that every man
shall have lTawful justice here in Norway; but hast thou any
other errand in seeking me? " o

" Lord! " sad Hrut, " | wish you to let me live in your
court, and become one of your men." _ _

At this the king holds his peace, but Gunnhillda said, " It
seems to me as if this man offered I>]/ou the greatest honour,
for methinksif there were many such men in the body-guard,
it would be well filled." _

" Isheawise man? " asked the king.

" He is both wise and willing," said she. _

" Wel," sad the king, " methinks mK_ mother wishes
that thou shouldst have the rank for which thou askes,
but for the sake of our honour and the custom of the land,
come to me in half a month's time, and then thou shat be
made one of my body-guard. Meantime, my mother will
take care of thee, but then come to me."

Then Gunnhillda said to Augmund, " Follow them to my
house, and treat them well."

So Augmund went out, and they went with him, and he
brought them to a hall built of stone, which was hung with
H)ehmost beautiful tapestry, and there too was Gunnhillda's

Igh sedt.

hen Augmund said to Hrut, " Now will be proved the
truth of al that | said to thee from Gunnhillda. Hereis her
hlgfh segt, and in it thou shalt St, and this seat thou shalt
hold, though she comes hersdlf into the hall."

After that he made them good cheer, and they had sat
down but a little while when Gunnhillda came in. Hrut
wished to jump UP and greet her. i _

" Keep thy seat! " she says, " and keep it too dl the time
thou art my guest." .

Then she sa hersdf down by Hrut, and they fdl to drink,
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and at even she sad, " Thou shat be in the upper chamber
with me to-night, and we two together."

" You shdl have your way," he answers.
 After that they went to sl_eeﬁ, and she locked the door
indde. So they dept that night, and in the morning fell
to drinking again. Thus they spent their life all that half-
month, and Gunnhillda said to the men who were there,
" Ye shdl lose nothing excer)t your lives if you say to any
one aword of how Hrut and | are going on."

[When the half-month was over] Hrut gave her a hundred
dls of household woollen and twelve rough cloaks, and
Gunnhillda thanked him for his gifts. Then Hrut thanked
her and gave her a kiss and went away. She bade him
" farewell." And next day he went before the king with
thirty men after him and bade the king " Good-day.” The
king said, " Now, Hrut, thou wilt wish me to carry out
towards thee what | promised.”

So Hrut was made one of the king's body-guard, and he
asked, " Where shdl | sit?"

" My mother shal settle thet," said the king.

Then she got him a seat in the highest room, and he spent
the winter with the king in much honour.

4. OF HRUT'S CRUISE

WHEN the spring came he asked about Soti, and found out
he had gone south to Denmark with the inheritance. Then
Hrut went to Gunnhillda and tells her what Soti had been
about. Gunnhillda said, " | will give thee two long-ships,
full manned, and along with them the bravest man, Wolf
the Unwashed, our overseer of guests; but till go and see
the king before thou settest off."

Hrut did so; and when he came before the king, then he
told the king of Soti's doings, and how he had a mind to hold
on after him.

The king said, " What strength has my mother handed
over to thee? "

" Two long-ships and Wolf the Unwashed to lead the men,”
says Hrut.

" Well given,” saystheking. " Now | will give thee other
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two ships, and even then thou'lt need al the strength thou'st

After that he went down with Hrut to the ship, and sad,
" fare thee wdll." Then Hrut salled away south with his
Crews.

5. ATLI ARNVID SON'S SLAYING

THERE was a man named Atli, son of Arnvid, Earl of East
Gothland. He had kept back the taxes from Hacon Athel-
dtane's foster child, and both father and son had fled aw
from Jemtland to Gothland. ~After that, Atli held on wit
his followers out of the Maglar by Stock Sound, and so on
towards Denmark, and now he lies out in Oresound.” He
is an outlaw both of the Dane-King and of the Swede-King.
Hrut held on south to the Sound, and when he came into
it he saw a many ships in the Sound. Then Wolf said,
" What's best to be done now, Icelander? "

" Hold on our course" said Hrut, "for ' nothing venture,
nothing have' My ship and Auzur's shall go first, but thou
shalt lay thy ship where thou likest."

" Seldom have | had others as a shield before me" says
Wolf, and I@/s his galley side by side with Hrut's ship; and
so0 they hold on through the Sound. Now those who are
|2| Ithe ISound see that ships are coming up to them, and they
tell Atli.

He answered, " Then may be ther€ll be gain to be got."

After that men took their stand on board each ship; " but
my ship," says Atli, " shall be in the midst of the fleet."

Meantime Hrut's ships ran on, and as soon as either side
could hear the other's hail, Atli stood up and said, " Ye fare
unwarily. Saw ye not that war-ships were in the Sound.
But what's the name of your chief? "

Hrut tells his name.

" Whose man art thou," sa%/s Atli.

" One of king Harold Graytell's body-guard.”

Atli said, " 'Tis long since any love was lost between us,
father and son, and your Norway kings."

" Worse luck for thee" says Hrut.

! *bresound, the gut between Denmark and Sweden, at the entrance
of the Baltic, commonly caled in English, the Sound.
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" Well," says Atli, " the upshot of our meeting will be,
that thou shalt not be left dive to tell the tale; " and with
that he caught up a spear and hurled it a Hrut's ship, and
the man who stood before it got his death. After that the
battle began, and they were sSow in boarding Hrut's ship.
Wolf, he went well forward, and with him it was now cut,
now thrust. Atli's bowman's name was Asolf; he sprung
up on Hrut's ship, and was four men's death before Hrut
was ware of him; then he turned against him, and when
they met, Asolf thrust a and through Hrut's shield, but
Hrut cut once at Asolf, and that was his death-blow. Wolf
the Unwashed saw that stroke, and called out, " Truth to
sy, Hrut, thou dealest big blows, but thou'st much to thank
Gunnhilldafor."

" Something tells me" says Hrut, " that thou speskest
with a 'fey ' mouth."

Now Atli sees a bare place for a weapon on Wolf, and
shot a spear through him and now the battle grows hot:
Atli leaps up on Hrut's ship, and clears it fast round about,
and now Auzur turns to meet him, and thrust at him, but
fell down full length on his back, for another man thrust at
him.  Now Hrut turns to meet Atli: he cut at once at Hrut's
shidd, and clove it dl in two, from top to point; just then
Atli got a blow on his hand from a stone, and down fell his
sword. Hrut caught up the sword, and cut his foot from
under him. After that he dealt him his death-blow. There
they took much goods, and brought away with them two
ships which were best, and stayed there only a little while,
But meantime Soti and his crew had sailed past them, and
he held on his course back to Norway, and made the land
a Limgard's sde. There Soti went on shore, and there he
met Augmund, Gunnhillda's page; he knew him at once,
and asks, " How long meanest thou to be here? "

" Three nights" says Soti.

" Whither away, then? " says Augmund.

" West, to England,” says Soti, " and never to come back
again to Norway while Gunnhilldas rule is in Norway."

Augmund went away, and goes and finds Gunnhillda, for
she was a little way off, at a feast, and Gudred, her son,
with her. Augmund told Gunnhillda what Soti meant to
do, and she begged Gudred to take his life. So Gudred set
off a once, and came unawares on Soti, and made them
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leed him up the country, and hang him there. But the
goods he took, and brought them to his mother, and she
got men to carry them dl down to the King's Crag, and
after that she went thither herself.

Hrut came back towards autumn, and had gotten great
store of goods. He went at once to the king, and had a
hearty welcome. He begﬂed them to take whatever thgy
pleased of his goods, and the king took a third. Gunnhillda
told Hrut how she had got hold of the inheritance, and had
Soti dain.  He thanked her, and gave her half of dl he had.

6. HRUT SAILS OUT TO ICELAND

HRUT stayed with the king that winter in good cheer, but
when spring came he grew very silent.  Gunnhillda finds
that out, and said to him when they two were done together,
" Art thou sck at heart? " _ _
" Soitis" sad Hrut, " as the saying runs—' 11l goes it
with those who are born on a barren land." "

" Wilt thou to Iceland? " she asks.

" Yes" he answered.

'[‘\lHast thou awife out there? " she asked; and he answers,
n 0'II

" But | am sure that is trug" she says, and so they
ceased talking about the matter. . _

éShortI after] Hrut went before the king and bade him
" Good-day; " and the king said, " What dost thou want
now, Hrut?" _

" | am come to ask, lord, that you give me leavetogoto
lcdand."

"Will thine honour be grester there than here?" asks
the king. _ _

" No, it will not” sad Hrut; " but every one must win
the work that is set before him." _

"It is pulling a rope againg a strong man," sad Gunn-
hillda, " so give him leave to go as best suits him."

There was a bad harvest that year in the land, yet Gunn-
hillda gave Hrut as much med as he chose to have; and
now he busks him to sal out to lceland, and Auzur with
him; and when they were " al-boun,” Hrut went to find the
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kiné; and Gunnhillda. She led him asde to tak aone, and
sad to him, " Here is a gold ring which | will give thee;"
and with that she clasped it round his wrist.

" Many good gifts have | had from thee," said Hrut,

Then she put her hands round his neck and kissed him,
and,said, " If | have as much power over thee as | think, |
lay this spell on thee that thou mayst never have any pleasure
in living with that woman on whom thy heart is set in lce-
land, but with other women thou mayst get on well enough,
and now it is like to go well with neither of us; but thou
hast not believed what | have been saying."

Hrut laughed when he heard that, and went away; after
that he came before the king and thanked him; and the
king spoke klndI){Tto him, and bade him " farewell." Hrut
went straight to his ship, and they had a fair wind al the
way until they ran into Borgarfirth.

S soon as the ship was made fast to the land, Hrut rode
west home, but Auzur stayed by the ship to unload her,
and lay her up. Hrut rode straight to Hauskuldstede, and
Hauskuld gave him a hearty welcome, and Hrut told him
al about his travels. After that they send men east across
the rivers to tell Fiddle Mord to make ready for the bridal
feast; but the two brothers rode to the ship, and on the
way Hauskuld told Hrut how his money-matters stood, and
his goods had gained much since he was away. Then Hrut
sad, " The reward is less worth than it ought to be, but |
will give thee as much med as thou needst for thy house-
hold next winter." _

Then they drew the ship on land on rollers, and made her
snug in her shed, but &l the wares on board her they carried
away into the Daes westward. Hrut stayed at home at
Hrutstede till winter was six weeks off, and then the brothers
made ready, and Auzur with them, to ride to Hrut's wedding.
Sixty men ride with them, and th?/ rode east till they came
to Rangriver plains. There they found a crowd of guedts,
and the men took their seats on benches down the length of
the hall, but the women were seated on the cross-benches
on the dais, and the bride was rather downcast. So they
drank out the feast and it went off well. Mord pays down
his daughter's portion, and she rides west with her husband
and his train.  So they ride till they reach home. Hrut
gave over everything into her hands inside the house, and
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al were pleased at that; but for al that she and Hrut did
not pull well together as man and wife, and so things went
on till spring, and when spring came Hrut had a journey to
make to the Westfirths, to efget in the money for which he
had sold his wares; but before he st off his wife says to
him, " Dogt thou mean to be back before men ride to the
Thing? "

" Why dost thou ask? " said Hrut.

" | will ride to the Thing," she sad, " to meet my father."

" So it shal be" sad he, " and | will ride to the Thing
along with thee"

" Wl and good," she says.
~ After that Hrut rode from home west to the Firths, got
in dl his money, and laid it out anew, and rode home again.
When he came home he busked him to ride to the Thing,
and made al his neighbours ride with him. His brother
Hauskuld rode among the rest.  Then Hrut said to his wife,
" If thou hast as much mind now to go to the Thing as
thou saidst a while ago, busk thyself and ride along with me."

She was not dow in getting herself ready, and then they
al rodetothe Thing. Unnawent to her father's booth, and
he gave her a hearty welcome, but she seemed somewhat
heavy-hearted, and when he saw that he said to her, " |
have seen thee with a merrier face. Hast thou anything
on thy mind? " _ _

She began to weeﬁ, and answered nothing. Then he sad
to her again. " Why didst thou ride to the Thing, if thou
wilt not tell me thy secret? Dogt thou didike living away
there in the west? . _ .

Then she answered him, " | would give dl | own in the
world that | had never gone thither."

" Welll' " sad Mord, " I'll soon get to the bottom of this."
Then he sends men to fetch Hauskuld and Hrut, and they
came straightway; and when they came in to see Mord, he
roe up to meet them and gave them a hearty welcome,
and asked them to sit down. ~ Then they talked a long time
in a friendly way, and at last Mord said to Hauskuld, ™ Why
does my daughter think so ill of life in the west yonder? "

" Let her speak out," said Hrut, " if she has anything to
lay to my charge. _ _

But sne brought no charge againgt him. Then Hrut
made them ask his neighbours and household how he treated
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her, and dl bore him good witness, saying that she did just
as she pleasad in the house.

Then Mord sad, " Home thou shdt go, and be content
with thy lot; for dl the witness goes better for him than for

th%\efter that Hrut rode home from the Thing, and his wife
with him, and al went smoothly between them that summer;
but when spring came it was the old story over again, and
things grew worse and worse as the spring went on.  Hrut
had again a journey to make west to the Firths, and gave out
that he would not ride to the Althing, but Unna his wife said
little about it.  So Hrut went away west to the Firths.

7. UNNA SEPARATES FROM HRUT

Now the time for the Thing was coming on. Unna spoke
to Sigmund, Auzur's son, and asked if he would ride to the
Thing with her; he sad he could not ride if his kinsman
Hrut set his face againgt it.

" Well! " says she, " | spoke to thee because | have better
right to ask this from thee than from any one ds2"

He answered, " | will make a bargain with thee: thou
must promise to ride back west with me, and to have no
underhand dealings againgt Hrut or myself."

So she promised that, and then they rode to the Thing.
Her father Mord was at the Thing, and was very glad to see
her, and asked her to stay in his booth while the Thing lasted,
and she did so.

" Now," sad Mord, " what hast thou to tel me of thy
mate, Hrut? "

Then she sung him a song, in which she praised Hint's
liberdity, but sad he was not master of himself. She her-
df was ashamed to speak out.

Mord was silent a short time, and then said, " Thou hast
now that on thy mind | see, daughter, which thou dost not
wish that any one should know save myself, and thou wilt
trust to me rather than any one else to help thee out of thy
trouble."

Then they went aside to talk, to a place where none could
overhear what they said; and then Mord sad to his daughter,



14 The Story of Burnt Njal

" Now, tdl me dl that is between you two, and don't make
more of the matter than it is worth."

" So it shall be," she answered, and sang two songs, in
which she reveded the cause of their misunderstanding;
and when Mord pressed her to speak out, she told him how
she and Hrut could not live together, because he was spell-
bound, and that she wished to [eave him.

" Thou didst right to tell me dl this" said Mord, " and
now | will give thee a piece of advice, which will stand thee
in good stead, if thou cangt carry it out to the letter. First
of dl, thou must ride home from the Thing, and by that time
thy husband will have come back, and will be glad to see
thee; thou must be blithe and buxom to him, and he will
think a good change has come over thee, and thou must show
no signs of coldness or ill-temper, but when spr|r|1_? comes
thou must sham sickness, and teke to thy bed. Hrut will
not lose time in guessing what thy sickness can be, nor will
he scold thee at dl, but he will rather b%e\/eq/ one to take
dl the care they can of thee. After that he will set off west
to the Firths, and Sigmund with him, for he will have to flit
dl his goods home from the Firths west, and he will be away
till the summer is far spent. But when men ride to the
Thing, and after al have ridden from the Daes that mean to
ride thither; then thou must rise from thy bed and summon
men to go along with thee to the Thing; and when thou art
" dl-boun," then shalt thou go to thy bed, and the men with
thee who are to bear thee compz;r?/, and thou shdt take
witness before thy husband's bed, and declare thyself
separated from him by such alawful separation as may hold
Pood according to the judgment of the Great Thing, and the
aws of the land; and a the man's door [the main door of
the house] thou shalt take the same witness. After that
ride away, and ride over Laxriverdale Heath, and so on over
Holtbeacon Heath; for they will look for thee by way of
Hrutfirth. And so ride on till thou comest to me; then |
will see after the matter. But into his hands thou shalt
hever come more."

Now she rides home from the Thing, and Hrut had come
back before her, and made her hearty welcome She
answered him kindly, and was blithe and forbearing towards
him. So they lived haﬁ)pily together that half-year; but
when spring came she fell sick, and kept her bed. Hrut set
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off west to the Firths, and bade them tend her well before
he went. Now, when the time for the Thing comes, she
busked hersdlf to ride away, and did in every way as had
been laid down for her; and then she rides away to the
Thing. The country folk looked for her, but could not find
her. "Mord made his daughter welcome, and asked her if
she had followed his advice; and she says, " | have not
broken one tittle of it."

Then she went to the Hill of Laws, and declared hersdlf
separated from Hrut; and men thought this strange news.
Unnawent home with her father, and never went west from
that day forward.

8. MORD CLAIMS HIS GOODS FROM HRUT

HRUT came home, and knit his brows when he heard his
wife was gone, but yet kept his feglings well in hand, and
stayed a home dl that half-year, and spoke to no one on
the matter. Next summer he rode to the Thing, with his
brother Hauskuld, and they had a great fellowing. But
when he came to the Thing, he asked whether Fiddle Mord
were at the Thing, and they told him he was; and al thought
they would come to words at once about their matter, but
itwasnot s0. At last, one day when the brothers and others
who were at the Thing went to the Hill of Laws, Mord took
witness and declared that he had a money-suit against Hrut
for his daughter's dower, and reckoned the amount at ninety
hundreds in goods, caling on Hrut at the same time to pay
and hand it over to him, and asking for afine of three marks,
fie laid the suit in the Quarter Court, into which it would
come by law, and gave lawful notice, so that al who stood on
the Hill of Laws might hear.

But when he had thus spoken, Hrut said, " Thou hast
undertaken this suit, which belongs to thy daughter, rather
for the greed of gain and love of strife than in kindliness and
manliness. But | shdl have something to say againg it;
for the goods which belong to me are not yet in thy hands.
Now, what | haveto say isthis, and | say it out, so that dl
who hear me on this hill may bear witness. | chalenge thee
to fi%ht on the idand; there on one side shdl be laid dl th
daughter's dower, and on the other | will lay down g
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worth as much, and whoever wins the day shdl have both
dower and goods but if thou wilt not flght with me, then
thou shalt give up al claim to these goods.”

ANThen Mord held his peace, and took counsd with his
friends about going to fight on the idand, and Jorund the
priest gave him an answer.

" 4" There is no need for thee to come to ask us for counsd
in this matter, for thou knowest if thou fightest with Hrut
thou wilt lose both life and ?oods He has agood cause, and
is besides mighty in himself and one of the boldest of men."

Then Mord spoke out, that he would not fight with Hrut,
and there arose a great shout and hooting on the hill, and
Mord got the greatest shame by his suit.

After that men ride home from the Thing, and those
brothers Hauskuld and Hrut ride west to Reykriverdale,
and turned in as guests at Lund, where Thiostolf, Bjorn
Gullbera's son, then dwelt. There had been much rain that
day, and men got wet, so long-fires were made down the
length of the hdl. Thiostolf, the master of the house, sat
between Hauskuld and Hrut, and two boys, of whom Thio-
solf had the rearing, were playing on the floor, and a girl
was playing with them. They were great chatterboxes, for
they were too young to know better.  So one of them said,
" Now, | will be Mord, and summon thee to lose thy wife
because thou hast not been a good husband to her."

Then the other answered, " | will be Hrut, and | cdl on
thee to give up al clam to thy goods, if thou darest not to
fight with me!

This they said severa times, and dl the household burst
out laughing. Then Hauskuld got wroth, and struck the
boy who cdled himsdf Mord with a SNi'[Ch, and the blow
fell on his face, and grazed the skin.

" Get out with thee" sad Hauskuld to the boy, " and
make no game of us; " but Hrut said, " Come hither to me,"
and the boy did so. Then Hrut drew aring from his finger
and gave it to him, and sad, " Go away, and try ho man's
ernﬁer henceforth,” _ _ _

Then the boy went away saying, " Thy manliness | will
bear in mind dl my life."

From this matter Hrut got great praise, and after that they
went home; and that was the end of Mord's and Hrut's

quarrel
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9. THORWALD GETS HALLGERDA TO WIFE

Now, it must be told how Hallgerda, Hauskuld's daughter,
grows up, and is the fairest of women to look on; she was
tall of stature, too, and therefore she was caled " Longcoet."
She was fair-haired, and had so much of it that she could
hide hersdf init; but she waslavish and hard-hearted. Her
foster-father's name was Thiostolf; he was a Southisiander *
gy_stock; he was a strong man, well skilled in arms, and had
ain many men, and made no atonement in money for one
of them. "It was said, too, that his rearing had not bettered
Hallgerda's temper. _

There was a man named Thorwald; he was Oswif's son,
and dwdt out on Middlefells strand, under the Fdl. He
was rich and well to do, and owned the idands called Bear-
ides, which lie out in Broadfirth, whence he got med and
gock fish. This Thorwald was a strong and courteous man,
though somewhat hasty in temper. Now, it fell out one day
that Thorwald and his father were talking together of Thor-
wald's marrying, and where he had best look for awife, and
it soon came out that he thought there wasn't a match fit
forhimfaror near. _

" Wdl," sad Oswif, " wilt thou ask for Hallgerda Long-
coat, Hauskuld's daughter."

"Yes |will askfor her,” said Thorwald,

" But that is not a match that will suit either of you,"
Oswif went on to say, " for she has a will of her own, and
thou art stern-tempered and unyielding." _

" For al that I will tr%m luck there,)" said Thorwald,
" S0 it's no good trying to hinder me" _

" Ay! " sad Oswif, " and the risk is dl thine own."

After that they set off on a wooi ngrjé)urney to Hauskuld-
dede, and had a hearty welcome. They were not long in
telling Hauskuld their business, and began to woo; then
Hauskuld answered, " As for you, | know how you both
stand in the world, but for my own part | will use no guile
towards you. My daughter has a hard temper, but as to
her looks and breeding you can both see for yourselves."

! That is, he came from what we cal the Western Ides or Hebrides
',{'Ahgngld appellation still lingers in * Sodor (i.e. the South Ides) and
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" Lay down the terms of the match," answered Thorwald,
"for | will not let her temper stand in the way of our bar-
gan."

Then they talked over the terms of the bargain, and
Hauskuld never asked his daughter what she thought of it,
for his heart was set on giving her away, and so they came
to an understanding as to the terms of the match.  After
that Thorwald betrothed himsdf to Halgerda, and rode
away home when the matter was settled.

10. HALLGERDA'SWEDDING

HAUSKULD told Hallgerda of the bargain he had made, and
she said, " Now that has been put to the proof which | have
al along been afraid of, that thou lovest me not so much
as thou art always saying, when thou hast not thought it
worth while to tell me a word of al this matter. Besides,
| do not think this match so good a one as thou hast always
promised me." _

So she went on, and let them know in every way that she
thought she was thrown away.

Then Hauskuld said, " | do not set so much store by thy
pride as to let it stand in the way of my bargains, and my
will, not thine, shall carry the day if we fall out on any point.”

" The pride of dl you kinsfolk is great," she sad, " and
soit is not wonderful if | have some of it."

With that she went away, and found her foster-father
Thiostolf, and told him what was in store for her, and was
very heavy-hearted. Then Thiostolf sad, "Be of good
cheer, for thou wilt be married a second time, and then they
will ask thee what thou thinkest of the match; for | will do
in dl things as thou wishest, except in what touches thy
father or Hrut."

After that they spoke no more of the matter, and Hauskuld
made ready the bridal feast, and rode off to ask men to it.
S0 he came to Hrutstede and called Hrut out to speak with
him. Hrut went out, and they began to talk, and Hauskuld
told him the whole story of the bargain, and bade him to the
feadt, saying, " | should be glad to know that thou dost not
fed hurt though | did not tell thee when the bargain was
being made.”
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" | should be better pleased," sad Hrut, " to have nothing
a dl to do with it; for this match will bring luck neither
to him nor to her; but sill | will come to the feast if thou
thinkest it will add any honour to thee."

" Of course | think s0," said Hauskuld, and rode off home.

Oswif and Thorwald dso asked men to come, S0 that no
fewer than one hundred guests were asked.

There was a man named Swan, who dwelt in Bearfirth,
which lies north from Steingrimsfirth. This Swan wes a
|g_lrea wizard, and he was Hallgerda's mother's brother.

e was quarrelsome, and hard to deal with, but Hallgerda
asked him to the feast, and sends Thiostolf to him; so he
went, and it soon got to friendship between him and Swan.

Now men come to the feast, and Hallgerda sat upon the
cross-bench, and she was a very merry bride. Thiostolf
was aways talking to her, though he sometimes found time
to spesk to Swan, and men thought their talking strange.
The feast went off well, and Hauskuld paid down Hallgerda's
ﬁorthn with the grestest readiness. ~ After he had done that,

e said to Hrut, ™ Shdl | bring out any gifts beside? "

" The day will come," answered Hrut, " when thou wilt
Ra\/(caj to waste thy goods for Hallgerda's sake, so hold thy

and now."

11. THORWALD'S SLAYING

THORWALD rode home from the bridal feast, and his wife
with him, and Thiostolf, who rode by her horse's side, and
dill talked to her in a low voice. Oswif turned to his son
and said, " Art thou pleased with thy match? and how went
it when ye talked together."

" Wdl" sad he, " she showed dl kindness to me. Thou
mightst see that by the way she laughs at every word | s.”

"1 don't think her laughter so hearty as thou dog,"
aquered Oswif, " but this will be put to the proof by and

So they ride on till they come home, and at night she took
her seet by her hushand's sSde, and made room for Thiostolf
next hersdf on the indde. Thiostolf and Thorwad had
little to do with eech other, and few words were thrown awgy
between them that winter, and so time went on.  Halgerda
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was prodigal and grasping, and there was nothing that any
of their neighbours had that she must not have too, and
al that she had, no matter whether it were her own or
belonged to others she wasted.  But when the spring came
there was a scarcity in the house, both of meal and stock fish,
so Hallgerda went up to Thorwald and said, " Thou must
not be sitting in-doors any longer, for we want for the house
both meal and fish.

" Wel," said Thorwald, " | did not lay in less for the
house this year than | laid in before, and then it used to last
till summer." . .

" What care |," said Hallgerda, " if thou and thy father
have made your money by starving yourselves."

Then Thorwald got angry and gave her a blow on the face
and drew blood, and went away and called his men and ran
the skiff down to the shore.  Then six of them jumped into
her and rowed out to the Bear-ides, and began to load her
with meal and fish.

Meantime it is said that Hallgerda sat out of doors heavy
a heart. Thiostolf went up to her and saw the wound on
her che’ and said, " Who has been playing thee this sorry
trick? "

" My husband, Thorwald," she said, " and thou stoodst
?Ioof, though thou wouldst not if thou hadst cared at all
or me"

" Because | knew nothing about it," said Thiostolf, " but
I will avenge it." _

Then he went away down to the shore and ran out a Six-
oared boat, and held in his hand a great axe that he had with
a haft overlaid with iron. He steps into the boat and rows
out to the Bear-ides, and when he got there al the men had
rowed away but Thorwald and his tollowers, and he stayed
by the skiff to load her, while they brought the goods down
to him. So Thiostolf came up just then and jumped into
the skiff, and began to load with him, and after a while he
said, " Thou cangt do but little at this work, and that little
thou dost badly.” _ .

" Thinkst thou thou canst do it better," sad Thorwald.

" There's one thing to be done which | can do better
than thou,” sad Thiostolf, and then he went on, " The
woman who is thy wife has made a bad match, and you shall
not live much longer together."
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“Then Thorwald snatched up a fishing-knife that lay by
him, and made a stab at Thiostolf; he had lifted his axe to
his shoulder and dashed it down. It came on Thorwad's
arm and crushed the wrist, but down fell the knife. Then
Thiogtolf lifted up his axe a second time and gave Thorwad
a blow on the head, and he fell dead on the spot.

12. THIOSTOLFS FLIGHT

WHILE this was going on, Thorwald's men came down with
their load, but Thiostolf was not slow in his plans. He
hewed with both hands at the gunwale of the skiff and cut
it down about two planks; then he leapt into his boat, but
the dark blue sea poured into the skiff, and down she went
with dl her freignt. Down too sank Thorwald's body, so
that his men could not see what had been done to him, but
they knew well enough that he was dead. Thiostolf rowed
away up the firth, but they shouted after him wishing him
ill luck. He made them no answer, but rowed on till he got
home, and ran the boat up on the beach, and went up to the
house with his axe, al bloody as it was, on his shoulder.
Hallgerda stood out of doors, and said, " Thine axeis bloody;
what hast thou done? "

" | have done now what will cause thee to be wedded a
scond time.”

" Thou tellest me then that Thorwald is dead," she said.

"Soitis" sad he, " and now look out for my safety.”

" So | will)" she said; " I will send thee north to Bear-
firth, to Swanshol, and Swan, my kinsman, will receive thee
with open arms. He is so mighty a man that no one will
ek thee thither.” _ _

S0 he saddled a horse that she had, and jumped on his
back, and rode off north to Bearfirth, to Swanshol, and
Swan received him with open arms, and said: "That's
what | cal a man who does not stick at trifles! And now |
Brom|se thee if they seek thee here, they shall get nothing

ut the greatest shame."

Now, the story goes back to Hallgerda, and how she
behaved. She cdled on Liot the Black, her kinsman, to go
with her, and bade him saddle their horses, for she sad,
" | will ride home to my father."
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While he made r for their journey, she went to her
chests and unlocked them, and céled al the men of her
house about her, and gave each of them some gift; but
they al grieved at her going. Now she rides home to her
father; and he received her well, for as yet he had not
heard the news. But Hrut said to Halgerda, " Why did
_no’él eTegorwaid come with thee? " and she answered, " He
is

Then said Hauskuld, " That was Thiostolf's doing."

"It was" she sad.

"Ah!" said Hauskuld, "Hrut was not far wrong when
he told me that this bargain would draw mickle misfortune
after it. But there's no good in troubling one's self about
a thing that's done and gone."

Now, the story must go back to Thorwald's mates, how
there they are, and how they begged the loan of a boat to
et to the mainland.  So a boat was lent them at once, and
t eczi/ rowed up the firth to Reykianess, and found Oswif,
and told him these tidings.

He said, " | Il luck is the end of ill redes, and now | see
how it has all gone. Hallgerda must have sent Thiostolf to
Bearfirth, but she hersalf must have ridden home to her
father. Let us now gather folk and follow him up thither
north."  So they did that, and went about asking for help,
and got together many men. And then they dl rode orf
to Steingrims river, and so on to Liotriverdale and Sdriver-
dae, till they came to Bearfirth.

Now Swan began to spesk, and gasped much. "Now
Oswifs fetches are seeking us out." Then up sprung
Thiostolf, but Swan said, " Go thou out with me, there
won't be need of much." So they went out both of them,
and Swan took a goatskin and Wrioped it about his own
head, and said, " Become mist and fog, become fright and
wonder mickle to al those who seek thee."

Now, it must be told how Oswif, his friends, and his men
are riding aong the rldglga;_ then came a great mist against
them, and Oswif sad, "This is Swan's doing; ‘twere well
if nothing worse followed.” A little after a mighty darkness
came before their eKe_a S0 that th% could see nothmﬁ, and
then they fell off their horses backs, and lost their horses,
and dropped their wegpons, and went over head and ears
into bogs, and some went astray into the wood, till they



Thiostolf's Flight 23

Were on the brink of bodily harm.  Then Oswif sad, " If |
could only find my horse and weapons, then I'd turn back; "
and he had scarce spoken these words than they saw some-
what, and found their horses and weapons. Then many
ill egged the others on to look after the chase once more;
and so they did, and at once the same wonders befell them,
and so they fared thrice. Then Oswif said, " Though the
course be not good, let us till turn back. Now, we will
take counsdl a second time, and what now pleases my mind
best, is to go and find Hauskuld, and ask atonement for
my son; for there's no hope of honour where there's good
gore of it."

So they rode thence to the Broadfirth ddes, and there is
nothing to be told about them till they came to Hauskuld-
stede, and Hrut was there before them. Oswif caled out
Hauskuld and Hrut, and they both went out and bade him
good day. After that they began to talk. Hauskuld asked
Oswif whence he came. He said he had set out to search
for Thiostolf, but couldn't find him. Hauskuld said he
must have gone north to Swanshol, " and thither it is not
every man's lot to go to find him. "

"Wdl," says Oswif, " | am come hither for this, to ask
atonement for my son from thee."

Hauskuld answered, " | did not day thy son, nor did
| plot his death; still it may be forgiven thee to look for
atonement somewhere."

" Nose is next of kin, brother, to eyes" sad Hrut, " and
it is needful to stop dl evil tongues, and to make him atone-
ment for his son, and so mend thy daughter's state, for
that will only be the case when this suit is dropped, and the
less that is said about it the better it will be"

Hauskuld said, " Wilt thou undertake the award? "

" That | will," says Hrut, " nor will | shield thee at dl
in nay award; for If the truth must be told thy daughter
planned his death.”

Then Hrut held his peace some little while, and after-
wards he stood up, and said to Oswif, " Take now my hand
in handsel as atoken that thou lettest the suit drop.”

So Oswif stood up and said, " This is not an atonement
on equa terms when thy brother utters the award, but il
thou (spesking to Hrut) hast behaved so well abouit it that |
trust thee thoroughly to make it. Then he stood up and
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took Hauskuld's hand, and came to an atonement in the
meatter, on the understanding that Hrut was to make up his
mind and utter the award before Oswif went away. After
that, Hrut made his award, and sad, " For the Saying of
Thorwald | award two hundred in slver "—that was then
thought a good price for a man—" and thou shat pay it
down at once, brother, and pay it too with an open hand."

Hauskuld did so, and then Hrut sad to Oswif, "I will
IgiV((ej thee a good cloak which | brought with me from foreign
ands."

He thanked him for his gift, and went home well pleased
at the way in which things had gone.

After that Hauskuld and Hrut came to Oswif to share
the goods, and they and Oswif came to a good agreement
about that too, and they went home with their share of the
goods, and Oswif is now out of our story. Hallgerda begged
Hauskuld to let her come back home to him, and he gave
her leave, and for a long time there was much talk about
Thorwald's daying. As for Hallgerda's goods they went on
growing till they were worth a great sum.

13 GLUM'S WOOING

Now three brothers are named in the story. One was caled
Thorarin, the second Ragi, and the third Glum. They were
the sons of Olof the Halt, and were men of much worth and
of great wedth in goods. Thorarin's surname was Ragi's
brother; he had the Speakership of the Law after Rafn
Heing's son. He was a very wise man, and lived at Var-
malek, and he and Glum kept house together. Glum had
been long abroad; he was a tal, strong, handsome man.
Ragi their brother was a great mandayer. Those brothers
owned in the south Engey and Laugarness. One day the
brothers Thorarin and Glum were taking together, and
Thorarin asked Glum whether he meant to go abroad, as was
his wont?

He answered, " | was rather thinking now of leaving off
trading voyages."

" What hast thou then in thy mind? Wilt thou woo thee
awife?
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" That | will," says he, " if | could only get mysdf well
matched."

Then Thorarin told off dl the women who were unwedded
in Borgarfirth, and asked him if he would have any of these,
" Say the word, and | will ride with thee! "

But Glum answered, " | will have none of these."

" Say then the name of her thou wishest to have" sys
Thorarin.

Glum answered, " If thou must know, her name is Hall-

grda, and she is Hauskuld's daughter away west in the
6"

" Well," says Thorarin, " 'tis not with thee as the saw says,
" bewarned by another'swoe;" for she was wedded to aman,
and she plotted his death.” _

Glum said, " Maybe such ill-luck will not befall her a
second time, and sure | am she will not plot my death. But
now, if thou wilt show me any honour, ride along with meto
woo her." o o

Thorarin said, " There's no good striving against it, for
what must be is sure to happen.” Glum often talked the
matter over with Thorarin, but he put it off along time. At
last it came about that they gathered men together and rode
off ten in company, west to the dales, and came to Hauskul d-
stede. Hauskuld gave them a hearty welcome, and they
stayed there that night. But early next morning, Hauskuld
sends for Hrut, and he came thither at once: and Hauskuld
was out of doors when he rode into the " town." Then
Hauskuld told Hrut what men had come thither.

" What may it be they want? " asked Hrut.

" As yet," says Hauskuld, " they have not let out to me
that they have any busness" _

" Sll," says Hrut, " their business must be with thee.
They will ak the hand of thy daughter, Hallgerda. If they
do, what answer wilt thou make?’

‘ ‘l'(\jNhat dost thou advise me to say?" says Haus
uld.

" Thou shalt answer well," says Hrut; " but still make a
clean breast of al the good and dl the ill thou knowest of the
woman." _

But while the brothers were talking thus, out came the
guests. Hauskuld greeted them well, and Hrut bade both
Thorarin and his brothers good morning. After that they
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dl began to talk, and Thorarin said, " | am come hither,
Hauskuld, with my brother Glum on this errand, to ask for
Hallgerda thy daughter, at the hand of my brother Glum.
Thou must know that he is aman of worth."

"1 know well," says Hauskuld, " that ye are both of you
powerful and worthy men; but | must tel you right out,
that | chose a husband for her before, and that turned out
most unluckily for us."

Thorarin answered, " We will not let that stand in the
Wagl of the bargain; for one oath shall not become all oaths,
and this may prove to be a good match, though that turned
out ill; besides Thiostolf had most hand in spailing it."

Then Hrut spoke: " Now | will give you abit of advice—
this: if ye will not let al this that has already happened to
Hallgerda stand in the way of the match, mind you do not
let Thiostolf go south with her if the match comes off, and
that he is never there longer than three nights a a time,
unless Glum gives him leave, but fall an outlaw by Glum's
hand without atonement if he stay there longer. Of course,
it shall bein Glum's power to give him leave; but he will not
if he takes my advice. And now this match shall not be
fulfilled, as the other was, without Hallgerda's knowledge.
She shall now know the whole course of this bargain, and see
Glum, and herself settle whether she will have him or not;
and then she will not be able to lay the blame on others if it
does r_1|ot turn out well. And al this shall be without craft
or quile.

_ Then Thorarin said, " Now, as always, it will prove best
if thy advice be taken." _

Then they sent for Hallgerda, and she came thither, and
two women with her.  She had on a cloak of rich blue woof,
and under it a scarlet kirtle, and a slver girdle round her
waidt, but her hair came down on both sides of her bosom,
and she had turned the locks up under her girdle.  She st
down between Hrut and her father, and she greeted them
with kind words, and spoke well and bol gila{! and asked what
was the news. After that she ceased |n%|<.

Then Glum said, " There has been some talk between thy
father and my brother Thorarin and myself about a bargain.
It was that | might get thee, Hallgerda, if it be thy will, as it
is theirs, and now, If thou art a brave woman, thou wilt say
right out whether the match is at dl to thy mind; but if
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thou hast anything in thy heart againgt this bargain with us,
then we will not say anything more about it."

Hallgerda said, " | know well that you are men of worth
and might, ye brothers. | know too that now | shdl be
much better wedded than | was before; but what | want to
know is, what you have said aready about the match, and
how far you have given your words in the matter. But so
far as | now see of thee, [ think | might love thee well if we
can but hit it off asto temper.”

So Glum himself told her al about the bargain, and left
nothing out, and then he asked Hauskuld and Hrut whether
he had repeated it right. Hauskuld said he had; and then
Hallgerda said, " Ye have dedt so well with me in this
matter, my father and Hrut, that | will do what ye advise,
and this bargain shdl be struck as ye have settled it."

Then Hrut said, " Methinks it were best that Hauskuld
and | should name witnesses, and that Hallgerda should
betroth herself, if the Lawman thinks that right and lawful."

" Right and lawful it is" says Thorarin.

After that Hallgerda's goods were valued, and Glum was
to lay down asmuch against them, and they were to go shares,
half and half, in the whole. Then Glum bound himself to
Hallgerda as his betrothed, and they rode away home south;
but Hauskuld was to keep the wedding-feast at his house.
And now all isquiet till men ride to the wedding.

14. GLUM'S WEDDING

THOSE brothers gathered together a great company, and they
were dl picked men. They rode west to the dales and came
to Hauskuldstede, and there they found a great gatherln? to
meet them. Hauskuld and Hrut, and their friends, filled
one bench, and the bridegroom the other. Hallgerda st
upon the cross bench on the dais, and behaved well.  Thiostolf
went about with his axe raised in ar, and no one seemed to
know that he was there, and so the wedding went off well.
But when the feast was over, Halgerda went away south
with Glum and his brothers. So when they came south to
Varmalek, Thorarin asked Hallgerda if she would undertake
the housekeeping. " No, | will not" she sad. Halgerda
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kept her temper down that winter, and they liked her well
enough. But when the spring came, the brothers talked
about their property, and Thorarin said, " | will give up to
you the house at Varmalek, for that is readiest to your hand,
and | will go down south to Laugarness and live there, but
Engey we will have both of us in common.” _

lum was willing enough to do that. So Thorarin went
down to the south of that district, and Glum and his wife
stayed behind there, and lived in the house at Varmalek.

ow Hallgerda got a household about her; she was
prodigal in giving, and grasping in getting. In the summer
she gave birth to agirl. ~ Glum asked her what name it was
to have?

" She shall be cdled after my father's mother, and her
name shall be Thorgerda," for she came down from Sigurd
Fganlr's-bane on the father's side, according to the family
pedigree. : : .

~So the maiden was sprinkled with water, and had this name
Plven her, and there she grew up, and got like her mother in
ooksand feature.  Glum and Hallgerda agreed well together,
and so it went on for awhile.  About that time these tidings
were heard from the north and Bearfirth, how Swan had
rowed out to fishin the spring, and a great storm came down
on him from the east, and how he was driven ashore at Figh
less, and he and his men were there lost. But the fishermen
who were at Kaback thought they saw Swan go into the
fell at Kalbackshorn, and that he was greeted well; but
some spoke against that story, and said there was nothing
init. But this al knew that he was never seen again either
dive or dead. So when Hallgerda heard that, she thought
she had a great loss in her mother's brother.  Glum begged
Thorarin to change lands with him, but he sad he would
not; " but," said he " if | outlive you, | mean to have
Vamaek to myself." When Glum told this to Hallgerda,
she said, " Thorarin has indeed a right to expect this from
us."
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15, THIOSTOLF GOES TO GLUM'S HOUSE

THIOSTOLF had beaten one of Hauskuld's house-carles, so he
drove him away. He took his horse and weapons, and said
to Hauskuld, " Now, | will go aw. and never come back."

" All will be glad at that,” says Hauskuld.

Thiostolf rodetill he came to Varmalek, and there he got a
hearty welcomefrom Hallgerda, and not abad onefrom Glum.
He told Hallgerda how her father had driven him away, and
begged her to give him her help and countenance. She
answered him 2}/ telling him she could say nothing about his
staying there before she had seen Glum about it.

" Does it go well between you? " he says.

" Yes" she says, " our love runs smooth enough.”

After that she went to speak to Glum, and threw her arms
round his neck and said, " Wilt thou grant me a boon which
| wish to ask of thee? " . _

" Grant it | will," he says, " if it be right and seemly; but
what is it thou wishest to ask? " _

" Wdl," she said, " Thiostolf has been driven away from
the west, and what | want thee to do is to let him Stay here;
but | will not take it crosdy if it is not to thy mind."

Glum said, " Now that thou behavest so well, | will grant
thee thy boon; but | tell thee, if he takes to any ill he shall
be sent off at once" _

She goes then to Thiostolf and tells him, and he answered,
" Now, thou art 4till good, as | had hoped.” _

After that he was there, and kept himsdf down a little
while, but then it was the old story, he seemed to spail al
the good he found; for he gave way to no one save to Hall-
gerda aone, but she never took his side in his brawls with
others. Thorarin, Glum's brother, blamed him for lettin
him be there, and said ill luck would come of it, and &
would happen as had happened before if he were there.
Glum answered him well and kindly, but till kept on in his
own way.
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16. GLUM'S SHEEP HUNT

Now once on a time when autumn came, it happened that
men had hard work to get their flocks home, and many of
Glum's wethers were missng.  Then Glum said to Thiogtolf,
" Go thou up on the fell with my house-carles and see if
ye cannot find out anything about the sheep."

" 'Tis no business of mine," says Thiostolf, " to hunt up
sheep, and this one thing is quite enough to hinder it. |
won't walk in thy thralls footsteps. But go thysdf, and
then I'll go with thee."

About this they had many words. The weather was good,
and Hallgerdawas sitting out of doors.  Glum went up to her
and said, " Now Thiostolf and | have had a quarrel, and we
5hdl not live much longer together." And so he told her
al that they had been talking about.

Then Hallgerda spoke up for Thiostolf, and they had
many words about him. At last Glum gave her a blow with
his hand, and said, " | will strive no longer with thee" and
with that he went away.

Now she loved him much, and could not cam hersalf, but
wept out loud. Thiostolf went up to her and said, " This
is sorry sport for thee, and so it must not be often again."

" Nay,” she sad, " but thou shat not avenge this, nor
meddle a dl whatever passes between Glum and me."

He went off with a spiteful grin.

17. GLUM'S SLAYING

Now Glum cdled men to follow him, and Thiostolf got
ready and went with them. So they went up South Rey-
kiardale and then up adong by Baugagil and so south to
Crossfdl.  But some of his band he sent to the Sulafdls,
and they dl found very many sheep. Some of them, too,
went by way of Scoradde, and it came about at last that
those twain, Glum and Thiostolf, were left done together.
They went south from Crossfell and found there a flock of
wild sheep, and they went from the south towards the fell,
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and tried to drive them down; but ill the shegp got away
from them up on the fell. Then each began to scold the
other, and Thiogtolf said at last that Glum had no strength
save to tumble about in Hallgerda's arms.

Then Glum sad, " ' A man's foes are those of his own
house' Shdl | take upbraiding from thee, runaway thrall as
thou art? "

Thiostolf said, " Thou shalt soon have to own that | am
no thrall, for I will not yield an inch to thee."

Then Glum got angry, and cut a him with his hand-axe,
but he threw his axe in the way, and the blow fell on the
haft with adownward stroke and bit into it about the breadth
of two fingers. Thiostolf cut a him at once with his axe,
and smote him on the shoulder, and the stroke hewed asunder
the shoulderbone and collarbone, and the wound bled
inwards. Glum grasped at Thiostolf with his left hand so
fast, that he fell; but Glum could not hold him, for death
cameover him. Then Thiostolf covered hisbody with stones,
and took off his gold ring. Then he went straight to Var-
malek. Hallgerda was sitting out of doors, and saw that his
axe was bIood?/. He said, " | know not what thou wilt
think of it, but I tell thee Glum is dain."

" That must be thy deed," she says.

" Soitis" he says.
~ She laughed and said, " Thou dost not stand for nothing
in this sport.”

" What thinkest thou is best to be done now? " he asked.

" Go to Hrut, my father's brother," she said, " and let him
see about thee” _ o

" | do not know," says Thiostolf, " whether this is good
advice; but till | will take thy counsdl in this matter.”

S0 he took his horse, and rode west to Hrutstede that
night. He binds his horse a the back of the house, and
then ﬂo&s round to the door, and gives agreat knock. After
that he walks round the house, north about. It happened
that Hrut was awake. He sprang up at once, and put on his
jerkin and pulled on his shoes.  Then he took up his sword,
and wrapped a cloak about his left arm, up as far as the
elbow. Men woke up just as he went out; there he saw a
tall stout man at the back of the house, and knew it was
Thiostolf.  Hrut asked him what news?

" | tdl thee Glum is dain," says Thiogtolf.
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" Who did the deed? " says Hrut.

" | dew him," says Thiostalf.

" Why rodest thou hither? " says Hrut.

" Hallgerda sent me to thee" says Thiostolf.

" Then she has no hand in this deed," says Hrut, and drew
his sword. Thiostolf saw that, and would not be behind
hand, so he cuts at Hrut at once. Hrut got out of the way
of the stroke by a quick turn, and at the same time struck
the back of the axe so smartly with a side-long blow of his
left hand, that it flew out of Thiostolf's grasp.  Then Hrut
made a blow with his sword in his right hand at Thiostolf's
leg, just above the knee, and cut it amost off so that it hung
by a little piece, and sprang in upon him at the same time,
and thrust him hard back. After that he smote him on the
head, and dedt him his death-blow. Thiostolf fell down on
his back at full length, and then out came Hrut's men, and
saw the tokens of the deed. Hrut made them take Thiostolf
away, and throw stones over his body, and then he went to
find Hauskuld, and told him of Glum's daying, and adso of
Thiostolf's.  He thought it harm that Glum was dead and
gone, but thanked him for killing Thiostolf. A little while
after, Thorarin Ragi's brother hears of his brother Glum's
death, then he rides with deven men behind him west to
Hauskuldstede, and Hauskuld welcomed him with both
hands, and he is there the night. Hauskuld sent at once for
Hrut to come to him, and he went at once, and next day
they spoke much of the daying of Glum, and Thorarin said,
" Wilt thou make me any atonement for my brother, for |
have had a great l0ss? "

Hauskuld answered, " | did not day thy brother, nor did
my daughter plot his death; but as soon as ever Hrut knew
it he dew Thiostolf."

Then Thorarin held his peace, and thought the matter had
taken abad turn. But Hrut said, " Let us make his journey
good; he has indeed had aheavy loss, and if we do that we
shall bewell spoken of.  So let us give him gifts, and then he
will be our friend ever afterwards.”

So the end of it was, that those brothers gave him gifts,
and he rode back south. He and Hallgerda changed home-
seads in the spring, and she went south to Laugarness and
he to Varmalek. And now Thorarin is out of the story.
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18 FIDDLE MORD'S DEATH

Now it must be told how Fiddle Mord took a sickness and
breathed his last; and that was thought great scathe. His
daughter Unna took dl the goods he left behind him.  She
was then gtill unmarried the second time. She was very
lavish, and unthrifty of her property; so that her goods and
ready money wasted away, and at last she had scarce any-
thing left but land and stock.

19. GUNNAR COMES INTO THE STORY

THERE was a man whose name was Gunnar. He was one
of Unnals kinsmen, and his mother's name was Rannveig.
Gunnar's father was named Hamond.” Gunnar HamoncTs
son dwelt at Lithend, in the Heetlithe. He was atal man
in growth, and a strong man—»best skilled in arms of &l men.
He could cut or thrust or shoot if he chose as well with his
left as with his right hand, and he smote so swiftly with his
sword, that three seemed to flash through the air a once.
He was the best shot with the bow of al men, and never
missed his mark. He could leap more than his own height,
with dl his war-gear, and as tar backwards as forwards.
He could swim like a sedl, and there was no game in which
it was any good for any one to strive with him; and so it
has been sad that no man was his match. He was hand-
some of feature, and fair skinned. His nose was straight,
and a little turned up at the end. He was blue-eyed and
bright-eyed, and ruddy-cheeked. His hair thick, and of
good hue, and hanging down in comely curls. The most
courteous of men was he, of sturdy frame and strong will,
bountiful and gentle, a fast friend, but hard to please when
making them. He was wedlthy in goods. His brother's

! She was the daughter of Sigfuss, the son of Sighvat the Red; he

was dain at Sandhol Ferry.

. % e Wwas ﬁ%]a)n of éYmnar Baugsson, after whom Gunnar's holt
is cdled. Hamond's mother's name was Hrafnhilda. She was the
daughter of Storolf Heing's son.  Storolf was brother to Hrafn the
Speaker of the Law, the son of Storalf was Orm the Strong.
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name was Kolskegg; he was a tdl strong man, a noble
fellow, and undaunted in everything. Another brother's
name was Hjort; he was then in his childhood. Orm Sko-
ganef was a base-born brother of Gunnar's;, he does not
come into this story. Arnguda was the name of Gunnars
sster. Hroar, the priest at Tongue, had her to wife

20. OF NJAL AND HIS CHILDREN

THERE was a man whose name was Njal. He was the son
of Thorger Gellmgé the son of Thorolf. Njal's mother's
name was Asgerda” Njal dwelt a Bergthorsknoll in the
land-ides; he had another homestead on Thorolfsfell. Njal
was wealthy in goods, and handsome of face; no beard grew
on his chin. He was so great a lawyer, that his match was
not to be found Wise too he was, and foreknowing and
foresighted.® Of good counsel, and ready to give it, and all
that he advised men was sure to be the best for them to do.
Gentle and generous, he unravelled every man's knotty
points who came to see him about them. Bergthora was
his wife's name; she was Skarphedinn's daughter, a ver

high-spirited, brave-hearted woman, but somewhat hard-
tempered. They had sx children, three daughters and
three sons, and they al come afterwards into this story.

21. UNNA GOES TO SEE GUNNAR

Now it must be told how Unna had lost dl her ready money.
She made her way to Lithend, and Gunnar greeted his kins-
woman well. She dtayed there that night, and the next
mornl ng they sat out of doors and talked. The end of their

! Hewas the son of Uni the Unborn, Gardar's son who found Ice-
!Ei;\nd Arnguda’s son was Hamond the Halt, who dwelt at Hamond-

was the daughter of Lord Ar the Silent. She had come out

hither to Iceland from Norway and taken land to the west of Mark-
fleet, een Auldastone and Sdlidandsmull, Her son was Holt-

Thorir, the father of Thorlaf Crow, from whom'the Wood-dwelers are

gunﬁ and of Thor rim the Tall, 'and Skorargeir

smeansthat {al was one of those giftéd beingswho, accordi

to, the firm bdief of a?e had a more than human insght into

thlsrggrﬁbouth to happen. Tt answers very nearly to the ish

sght



Unna Goes to See Gunnar 35

tak was, that she told him how heavily she was pressed for
money.

" %is isabad business," he said.

ad‘('e\c/thar[ help wilt thou give me out of my distress? " she

He answered, " Take as much money as thou needest
from what | have out at interest.”

" Nay, shesad, " | will not waste thy goods.”

" What then dost thou wish? "

" | wish thee to get back my goods out of Hrut's hands,”
sheanswered.

" That, methinks, isnot likely," said he, " when thy father
could not get them back, and yet he was a great lawyer, but
I know little about law." .

She answered, " Hrut pushed that matter through rather
by boldness than by law; besides, my father was old, and
that was why men thought it better not to drive things to
the uttermost. And now there is none of my kinsmen to
take this suit up if thou hast not daring enough.”

" | have courage enough,” he replied, " to get these goods
back; but | do not know how to take the surt up."

" Well!' " she answered, " go and see Njal of Bergthors-
knoll, he will know how to give thee advice. Besides, he
isagreat friend of thine" _ _
" Tis like enough he will give me good advice, as he gives
it to every one ds2" says Gunnar.

So the end of their talk was, that Gunnar undertook her
cause, and gave her the money she needed for her house-
keeping, and after that she went home.

Now Gunnar rides to see Njal, and he made him welcome,
and they began to talk at once.

Then Gunnar said, " | am come to seek a bit of good
advice from thee."

Njal replied, " Marry of my friends are worthy of this, but
still 1 think 1 would take more pains for none than for thee."

Gunnar said, " | wish to let thee know that | have under-
taken to get Unna's goods back from Hrut."

"A very hard suit to undertake" sad NJaI, "and one
very hazardous how it will go; but still 1 will get it up for
thee in the way | think likeliest to succeed, and the end will
be good if thou breskest none of the rules | lay down; if
thou dog, thy life is in danger."
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" Never fear; | will break none of them," said Gunnar.
Then Njal held his peace for a little while, and after that
he spoke as follows.—

22. NJAL'SADVICE

"1 HAVE thought over the suit, and it will do so. Thou
shalt ride from home with two men at thy back. Over dl
thou shdt have a great rough cloak, and under that, a
russet kirtle of cheap stuff, and under al, thy good clothes.
Thou must take a smal axe in thy hand, and each of you
must have two horses, one fat, the other lean. Thou shalt
carry hardware and smith's work with thee hence, and ye
must ride off early to-morrow morning, and when ye are
come across Whitewater westwards, mind and douch thy
hat well over thy brows. Then men will ask who is this tdl
man, and thy mates shdl say, ' Here is Huckster Hedinn
the Big, a man from Eyjafirth, who is going about with
smith's work for sae’ This Hedinn is ill-tempered and
a chatterer—a fellow who thinks he alone knows everything.
Very often he snatches back his wares, and flies at men if
everything is not done as he wishes. So thou shdt ride
west to Borgarfirth offering all sorts of wares for sde, and
be sure often to cry off thy bargains, so that it will be noised
abroad that Huckster Hedinn Is the worst of men to desl
with, and that no lies have been told of his bad behaviour.
So thou shalt ride to Northwaterdale, and to Hrutfirth, and
Laxriverdde, till thou comest to Hauskuldstede. There
thou must stay a night, and st in the lowest place, and hang
thy head down. Hauskuld will tell them all not to meddie
nor make with Huckster Hedinn, saying he is a rude un-
friendly fellow. Next morning thou must be off early and
go to the farm nearest Hrutstede. There thou must offer
thy goods for sde, praising up al that is worst, and tinkering
up the faults. The master of the house will pry about and
find out the faults. Thou must snatch the wares away from
him, and speak ill to him. He will say, 'twas not to be
Bgﬁed that thou wouldst behave well to him, when thou

avest ill to every one dse. Then thou shalt fly at him,
though it is not thy wont, but mind and spare thy strength,
that thou mayest not be found out. Then a man will be



Njal's Advice 37

sent to Hrutstede to tell Hrut he had best come and part
you. He will come at once and ask thee to his house, and
thou must accept his offer. Thou shalt greet Hrut and he
will answer well. A place will be given thee on the lower
bench over against Hrut's high seat.  He will ask if thou art
from the North, and thou shalt answer that thou art a man
of Eyjafirth. He will go on to ask if there are very many
famous men there. ' Shabby fellows enough and to spare,
thou must answer. ' Dost thou know Reykiardale and the
parts about?'he will ask. To which thou must answer,
| know dl Iceland by heart. _ _

" 'Are there any stout champions left in Reykiardale? '
he will ask. ' Thieves and scoundrels,’ thou shat answer.
Then Hrut will smile and think it sport to listen. You two
will go on to talk of the men in the Eastfirth Quarter, and
thou must aways find something to say against them. At
last your talk will come Rangrivervale, and then thou must
sy, there is small choice of men left in those parts since
Fiddle Mord died. At the same time sing some stave to
please Hrut, for | know thou art a skald.  Hrut will ask
what makes thee say there is never aman to come in Mord's
place? and then thou must answer, that he was so wiseaman
and so good a taker up of suits, that he never made a false
step in upholding his leadership. He will ask, ' Dost thou
know how matters fared between me and him?*

"1 know dl about it," thou must r?Iy, ' he took thy
wife from thee, and thou hadst not a word to say.'

" Then Hrut will ask, ' Dost thou not think it was some
disgrace to him when he could not get back his goods, though
he st the suit on foot? '

"'l can answer thee that well enough,” thou must say.
' Thou challengedst him to single combat; but he was old,
and so his friends advised him not to fight with thee, and
then they let the suit fall to the ground.'

"' True enough, Hrut will ssy. 'l sad so, and that
BM for law among foolish men; but the suit might have
een taken up again a another Thing if he had the heart.'

"' | know dl that, thou must say. _

" Then he will ask," Dost thou know anything about law? '

"'Up in the North | am thought to know something
about it,' thou shat say. ' But ill | should like thee to
tell me how this suit should be taken up.
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" ' What suit dogt them mean? ' he will ask.

"' A suit, thou must answer, ' which does not concern
me. | want to know how a man must sat to work who
wishes to get back Unna's dower.'

" Then Hint will say, ' In this suit | must be summoned
S0 that | can hear the summons, or | must be summoned
herein my lawful house.'

" " Recite the summons, then,’ thou must say, 'and |
will say it after thee! _ .

" Then Hrut will summon himself; and mind and [t))ay
gi:eet heed to every word he says.  After that Hrut will bid
thee repeat the summons, and  thou must do so, and say it
al wrong, so that no more than every other word is right.

" Then Hrut will smile and not mistrust thee, but say
that scarce aword is right. Thou must throw the blame on
thy companions, and say they put thee out, and then thou
must ask him to say the words first, word by word, and to
let thee say the words after him. He will give thee leave,
and summon himself in the suit, and thou shalt summon
after him there and then, and this time say every word right.
When it is done, ask Hrut if that were rightly summoned, and
he will answer, ' There is no flaw to be found in it Then
thou shalt say in a loud voice, so that thy companions m
hear, '| summon thee in the suit which Unna, Mord's
daugEf;ter, has made over to me with her plighted hand."

" But when men are sound adeep, you shdl rise and take
our bridles and saddles, and tread softly, and go out of the
ouse, and put your saddles on your fat horses in the fields,

and so ride off on them, but leave the others behind you.
You must ride up into the hills away from the home pastures
and st% there three nI%htS, for about o Ior;? will they seek
you. After that ride home south, riding aways by night
and resting by day. Asfor us, we will then ride this summer
to the Thing, and help thee in thy suit." So Gunnar thanked
Nja, and first of al rode home.
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23. HUCKSTER HEDINN

GUNNAR rode from home two nights afterwards, and two
men with him; they rode aong until they got on Blue-
woodheath and then men on horseback met them and asked
who that tal man might be of whom so little was seen.
But his companions said it was Huckster Hedinn. Then
the others said aworse was not to be looked for behind, when
such a man as he went before. Hedinn at once made as
though he would have set upon them, but yet each went
their way. So Gunnar went on doing everything as Njal
had laid it down for him, and when he came to Hauskuld-
stede he sta{]ed there the night, and thence he went down
the dale till he came to the next farm to Hrutstede. There
he offered his wares for sale, and Hedinn fell at once upon
the farmer. This was told to Hrut, and he sent for Hedinn,
and Hedinn went at once to see Hrut, and had a good we-
come. Hrut seated him over against himself, and their talk
went pretty much as Njal had dguemd; but when they came
to talk of Rangrivervale, and Hrut asked about the men
there, Gunnar sung this stave—

' Men in sooth are dow to find—
S0 the people speak by stedlth,
Often this hath reached my ears—
All through Rangar's rolling vaes.
Sill | trow that Fiddle Mord,
Tried his hand in flé;ht of yore;
Sure was never gold-bestoiver,
Such a man for might and wit."

Then Hrut said, " Thou art a skald, Hedinn. But hast
thou never heard how things went between me and Mord? "
Then Hedinn sung another stave—

" Once | ween | heard the rumour,
How the Lord of ri ngn bereft thee, .
From thine arms earth's offspring ' tearing,
Trickfull he and trustfull thou.
Then the men, the buckler-bearers,
Begged the mighty gold-begetter,
Sharp sword oft of. old he reddened,
Not to stand in strife with thee.

L) ord of rings" a periphrasis for a chief, that is, Mord.
2 » Earth's ofPs%ring, peg%eriphrads for woman, thsat is Unna
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So they went on, till Hrut, in answer told him how the
suit must be taken up, and recited the summons.  Hedinn
repeated it al wrong, and Hrut burst out laughing, and had
no mistrust. Then he said, Hrut must summon once more,
and Hrut did 0. Then Hedinn repesated the summons a
second time, and this time right, and called his companions
to witness how he summoned Hrut in a suit which Unna,
Mord's daughter, had made over to him with her plighted
hand. At night he went to deep like other men, but as
soon as ever Hrut was sound adeep, they took their clothes
and arms, and went out and came to théir horses, and rode
off across the river, and so up alon% the bank b?/] Hiardarholt
till the dale broke off among the hills, and so there they are
upon the fells between Laxriverdale and Hawkdale, havlg
?ot to a spot where no one could find them unless he h
dlen on them by chance.

Hauskuld wakes up that night at Hauskuldstede, and
roused dl his household. " I will tell you my dream,” he
sid. " | thought | saw a great bear go out of this house,
and | knew at once this beast's match was not to be found;
two cubs followed him, wishing well to the bear, and they
dl made for Hrutstede and went into the house there.
After that | woke. Now | wish to ask if any of you saw
aught about yon tall man." _

hen one man answered him, " | saw how a golden fringe
and a bit of scarlet cloth out a his arm, and on his
right arm he had a ring of gold."

Hauskuld said, " This beast is no man's fetch, but Gun-
nar's of Lithend, and now methinks | see dl about it. Up!
let us ride to Hrutstede" And they did so. Hrut lay In
his locked bed, and asks who have come there? Hauskuld
’F]ells who he is, and asked what guests might be there in the

ouse?

" Only Huckster Hedinn is here" says Hrut.

" A broader man across the back, it will be, | fear," says
Hauskuld, " | guess here must have been Gunnar of Lithend."

"Then there has been a pretty trid of cunning,” says
Hrut

" What has happened? " says Hauskuld.

" | told him how to take up Unnas suit, and | summoned
mysdf and he summoned after, and now he can use this first
gep in the suit, and it isright in law."
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" There has, indeed, been a great falling off of wit on one
§de" said Hauskuld, and Gunnar cannot have planned it
al by himself; Nja must be at the bottom of this plot, for
there is not his match for wit in al the land."

Now they look for Hedinn, but heis alr off and away;
after that they gathered folk, and looked for them three
days, but could not find them. Gunnar rode south from
the fdl to Hawkdale and so east of Skard, and north to
Holtbeaconheath, and so on until he got home.

24. GUNNAR AND HRUT STRIVE AT THE THING

GUNNAR rode to the Althing, and Hrut and Hauskuld rode
thither too with a very great company. Gunnar pursues
his suit, and began by caling on his neighbours to bear
witness, but Hrut and his brother had it in their minds
to make an ondaught on him, but they mistrusted their
strength.

Gunnar next went to the court of the men of Broadfirth,
and bade Hrut listen to his oath and declaration of the
cause of the suit, and to dl the proofs which he was about
to bring forward. After that he took his oath, and declared
hiscase. After that he brought forward his witnesses of the
summons, adong with his witnesses that the suit had been
handed over to him. All this time Njal was not at the
court. Now Gunnar pursued his suit till he caled on the
defendant to reply. Then Hrut took witness, and sad the
suit was naught, and that there was aflaw in the pleading;
he declared that it had broken down because Gunnar had
failed to cdl those three witnesses which ought to have been
brought before the court. The first, that which was taken
before the marriage-bed, the second, before the man's door,
the third, a the Hill of Laws. By this time Njal was come
to the court and said the suit and pleading might still be
kept dive if they chose to strive in that way. _

" No," says Gunnar, " | will not have that; | will do the
same to Hrut as he did to Mord my kinsman; or, are those
brothers Hrut and Hauskuld so near that they may hear
my voice"

" Hear it we can," says Hrut. " What dost thou wish? "
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Gunnar said, " Now al men here present be ear-witnesses,
that | challenge thee Hrut to single combat, and we shal
fight to-day on the holm, which is here in Oxwater. But
if thou wilt not fight with me, then pay up dl the money
this very day."

After that Gunnar sung a stave—

" Yes, so must it be, this morning—
Now my mind is full of fire—
Hrut with me on yonder 1dand
Raisesroar of helm and shield.
All that hear my words bear Wltness
Warrlorsgraspln Woden'sguard,
Unless the wealt %nght down payeth
Dower of wife with flowing vell.

After that Gunnar went away from the court with dl his
followers. Hrut and Hauskuld went home too, and the suit
was never pursued nor defended from that day forth. Hrut
said, as soon as he got inside the booth, " This has never
happened to me before, that any man has offered me combat
and | have shunned it."

" Then thou must mean to fight," says Hauskuld, " but
that shall not be if | have my way; for thou comest no
nearer to Gunnar than Mord would have come to thee, and
we had better both of us pay up the money to Gunnar."

After that the brothers asked the householders of their
own country what they would lay down, and they one and
al said they would lay down as much as Hrut wished.

" Let us go then,” says Hauskuld, " to Gunnar's booth,
and pay down the money out of hand." That was told to
Gunnar, and he went out into the doorway of the booth, and
Hauskuld said, " Now it is thine to take the money."

Gunnar said, " Pay it down, then, for | am ready to
take it."

So they paid down the money truly out of hand, and then
Hauskuld said, " Enjoy it now, as thou hast gotten it."
Then Gunnar sang another stavei—

" Men who wield the blade of battle
Hoarded wealth may well enjoy,
Guildless gotten this at leadt,
Golden meed | fearlesstake
But if we for woman's quarrel,
Warriors born to brandish sword,
Glut the wolf with manly gore,
Worse the lot of both would be"
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Hrut answered, " | Il will be thy meed for this"

" Be that as it may," says Gunnar.

Then Hauskuld and his brother went home to their booth,
and he had much upon his mind, and said to Hrut, " Will
this unfairness of Gunnar's never be avenged?"

" Not 0" says Hrut; " ‘'twill be avenged on him sure
enough, but we shall have no share nor profit in that
vengeance. And after all it is most likely that he will turn
to our stock to seek for friends.”

After that they left off ing of the matter. Gunnar
sheIO\INed Njal the money, and he said, " The suit has gone off
well."

" Ay," says Gunnar, " but it was al thy doing."

Now men rode home from the Thing, and Gunnar got very
great honour from the suit. Gunnar handed over al the
money to Unna, and would have none of it, but said he
thought he ought to look more for help from her and her kin
hereafter than from other men. She said, so it should be.

25. UNNA'S SECOND WEDDING

THERE was aman named Vagard, he keﬁt house at Hof by
Rangriver, he was the son 0 Jorund the Priest, and his
brother was Wolf Aurgrl_est. Those brothers, Wolf Aur-
priest, and Valgard the Guileful, set off to woo Unna, and she
%ave herself away to Vagard without the advice of any of

er kinsfolk. But Gunnar and Njal, and many others
thought ill of that, for he was a cross-grained man and had
few friends. They begot between them a son, whose name
was Mord, and heislong in this story. When he was grown
to man's estate, he worked ill to his kinsfolk, but worst of dl
to Gunnar. He was acrafty man in his temper, but spiteful
in his counsels. :

! The son of Ranveig the Silly, the son of Vagard, the son of ,
the son of Vemund Wordstoppér, the son of orolf Hooknose, the
son of Thrand the Old, the son of Harold Hilditann, the son of Hrasreck
Ringscatterer. - The mother of Harold Hilditann, was Aud_the daugh-
ter of Ivar Widefathom, the son of Halfdan the Clever. The brother
of Vagard the Guileful was Wolf Aurpriest — from whom the Point-
dwdlers sprungne—]c Wolf Aurpriest was the father of Swart, the father

of Lodmund, father of Sigfus, the father of Saemund the Wise
But from Valgard is sprung Kolbein the Young.
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Now we will name Njal's sons. Skarphedinn was the
eldest of them. He was a tal man in growth, and strong
withal; a good swordsman; he could swim like a sed, the
swiftest-footed of men, and bold and dauntless; he had a
great flow of words and quick utterance; a good skald too;
but ill for the most part he kept himself well in hand; his
hair was dark brown, with crisp curly locks, he had good
gyes, his features were sharp, and his face ashen pale, his
nose turned up and his front teeth stuck out, and his mouth
was very ugly. Still he was the most soldierlike of men.

Grim was the name of Njal's second son. He was fair of
face and wore his hair long. His hair was dark, and he was
comdlier to look on than Skarphedinn. A tal strong man.

Helgi was the name of Njal'sthird son. He too wasfair of
face and had fine hair. He was a strong man and well-
skilled in arms. He was a man of sense and knew well how
to behave. They were al unwedded at that time, Njal's sons.

Hauskuld was the fourth of Njal's sons. He was base-
born. His mother was Rodny, and she was Hauskuld's
daughter, the sister of Ingialld of the Springs.

Njal asked Skarphedinnoneday if hewould take to himself
a wife. He bade his father settle the matter. Then Njal
asked for his hand Thorhilda, the daughter of Ranvir of
Thorolfsfell, and that was why they had another homestead
there after that. Skarphedinn got Thorhilda, but he stayed
ill with his father to the end. Grim wooed Astrid of Deep-
back ; she was awidow and very wealthy. Grim got her to
wife, and yet lived on with Njal.

26. OF ASGRIM AND HIS CHILDREN

THERE was aman named Asgrim.*  He was Ellidagrim's son.
The brother of Asgrim Ellidagrim's son was Sigfus”? Gauk
Trandil's son was Asgrim's foster-brother, who is said to have

1 Ellidagrim wasAsgrim's son, Aundot the Crow'sson.  Hismother's
name wasS Jorunn, and she was the daughter of Teit, the son of
Kettlebjorn the Jid of Mossfell.  The mother of Teit was Helgﬁx
daughter of Thord Skeggi's son, Hrapp's son, Bjorn's son the Rough-
footed, Grim's son, the Lord of n in Norway. . 1he mother of
Jorunn was Olof Harvest-heal, daughter of Bodvar, Viking-Karl's son.

His daughter was Thorgerda,” mother of Sigfus, the father of
Saamund the Learned.
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been the fairest man of his day, and best skilled in dl things;
but matters went ill with them, for Asgrim dew Gauk.
Aggrim had two sons, and each of them was named Thor-
hall. "They were both hopeful men. Grim was the name of
another of Asgrim's sons, and Thorhalla was his daughter's
name. Shewas the fairest of women, and well behaved.
Njal came to tak with his son Helgi, and said, " | have
thought of a match for thee, if thou wilt follow my advice."
" That | will surely," says he, " for | know that thou both
meanest me well, and canst do well for me; but whither hast
thou turned thine eyes" _ S
" We will go and woo Asgrim Ellidagrim’s son's daughter,
for that is the best choice we can make."

27. HELGI NJAL'S SON'S WOOING

A LITTLE after they rode out across Thurso water, and fared
till they came into Tongue. Asgrim was a home, and gave
them a hearty welcome; and they were there that night.
Next morning they began to talk, and then NlaJ raised the
guestion of the wooing, and asked for Thorhalla for his son
Helgi's hand. Asgrim answered that well, and sad there
were no men with whom he would be more willing to make
this bargain than with them. They fell a-talking then about
terms, and the end of it was that Asgrim betrothed his
daughter to Helgi, and the bridal day was named. Gunnar
was at that feast, and many other of the best men. After
thefeast Njal offered to foster in his house Thorhall, Asgrim's
son, and he was with Njal long after. He loved Njal more
than hisown father. Njal taught him law, so that he became
the greatest lawyer in Iceland in those days.
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28. HALLVARD COMES OUT TO ICELAND

THERE came a ship out from Norway, and ran into Arnbad's
Oyce! and the master of the ship was Hallvard the White,
aman from the Bay.? He went to stay a Lithend, and was
with Gunnar that winter, and was aways asking him to fare
abroad with him.  Gunnar spoke little about it, but yet said
more unlikely things might happen; and about spring he
went over to Bergthorsknoll to find out from Njal whether
he thought it a wise step in him to go abroad.

"1 think it is wise," says Njal; " they will think thee
there an honourable man, as thou art."

" Wilt thou perhaps take my goods into thy keeping while
| am away, for | wish my brother Kolskegg to fare with me;
but | would that thou shouldst see after my household along
with my mother."

" 1 will not throw anything in the way of that,” says Njal;
" lean on me in this thing as much as thou likest."

" Good go with thee for thy words," says Gunnar, and he
rides then home.

The Easterling® fell again to talk with Gunnar that he
should fare abroad. Gunnar asked if he had ever sailed to
other lands? He said he had sdled to every one of them
that lay between Norway and Russia, and <o, too, | have
sdiled to Biarmaand.*

" Wilt thou sail with me eastward ho? " says Gunnar.

" That | will of a surety,” says he.

Then Gunnar made up his mind to sail abroad with him.
Njal took al Gunnar's goods into his keeping.

1 Oyce" anorth country word for the mouth of ariver, from the
Icglandices. | ; .

The Bay. icomp. ch. ii., and other passages), the name given to
the great bay in the east of Norway, the entrance of which ffom the
North Seais the Cattegat, and at the end of which is the Christiania
Firth. The name dso applies to the land round the Bay, which thus
formed a district, the boundary of which, on the one’sde, was the

romontory cdled Lindesnaes,” or the Naze, and on the other, the
Ota-Elf, the river on which the Swedish town of Gottenburg stan((j%
&ngrt?;f a%frt]eer mouth of which lies the idand of Hisingen, mention

. Eadeling, i.e., the Norseman Hallvard. .
Permia, the country one comes to after doubling the North Cape'
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29. GUNNAR GOES ABROAD

So Gunnar fared abroad and Kolskegg with him. They
sdiled first to Tonsberg,* and were there that winter. There
had then been a shift of rulers in Norway. Harold Grayfell
was then dead, and so was Gunnhillda. Earl Hacon the Bad,
Sigurd's son, Hacon's son, Gritgarth's son, then ruled the
realm. The mother of Hacon was Bergliot, the daughter of
Earl Thorir. Her mother was Olof Harvest-heal. She was
Harold Fair-hair's daughter.

Hallvard asks Gunnar if he would make up his mind to go
to Earl Hacon?

" No; | will not do that," says Gunnar. " Hast thou ever
along-ship? "

" | have two," he says.

" Then | would that we two went on warfare; and let us
get men to go with us."

"1 will do that," says Hallvard.

After that they went to the Bay, and took with them two
ships, and fitted them out thence.  They had good choice of
men, for much praise was said of Gunnar.

" Whither wilt thou first fare? " says Gunnar.

" | wish to go south-east to Hisingen, to see my kinsman
Oliver," says Hallvard.

" What dost thou want of him? " says Gunnar.

He answered, " He is afine brave fellow, and he will be
sure to get us some more strength for our voyage."

" Then let us go thither," says Gunnar.

So, as soon as they were " boun,” they held on east to
Hisingen, and had there a hearty welcome. Gunnar had
only been there a short time ere Oliver made much of him.
Oliver asks about his voyage, and Hallvard says that Gunnar
wishes to go awarfaring to gather goods for himsalf.

" There's no use thinking of that,” says Oliver, " when ye
have no force"

" Wedl," says Hallvard, " then you may add to it."

" So | do mean to strengthen Gunnar somewhat," says

A town at_the mouth of the Christiania Firth. It was a grest

lace for traffic in early ti and was long the only mart in the
uth-east of Norway. y Ames J y
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Oliver; " and though thou reckonest thysef my kith and
kin, | think there is more good in him."

" What force, now, wilt thou add to ours?" heasks.

" Two long-ships, one with twenty, and the other with
thirty seets for rowers”

" Who shall man them? " asks Hallvard.

"1 will man one of them with my own house-carles, and
the freemen around shal man the other. Eit gill | have
found out that strife has come into the river, and | know not
whether ye two will beable to get away; fortheyare in the
river."

"Who? "says Halvard. . _

" Brothers twain," says Oliver; " oneés name is Vandil,
and the other's Karli, sons of Solf the Old, east away out of
Gothland." _ .

Hallvard told Gunnar that Oliver had added some ships to
theirs, and Gunnar was glad a that. Tha/ busked them
for their voyﬁe thence, till they were " dlboun." Then
Gunnar and Hallvard went before Oliver, and thanked him;
he bade them fare warily for the sake of those brothers.

30. GUNNAR GOES A-SEA-ROVING

So Gunnar held on out of the river, and he and Kolskegg
were both on board one ship. But Halvard was on boar
another. Now, they see the ships before them, and then
Gunnar spoke, and said, " Let us be ready for anything if
th tLrJ]rn towards us! but dse let us have nothing to do
with them."

So they did that, and made al ready on board their ships.
The others parted their ships asunder, and made a fareway
between the shg:;s Gunnar fared straight on between the
ships, but Vandil caught up a grappling-iron, and cast it
between their ships and Gunnar's ship, and began at once
to drag it towards him.
~ Oliver had given Gunnar a%ood sword; Gunnar now drew
it, and had not yet put on hishelm. Heleapt a once on the
forecastle of Vandil's ship, and gave one man his death-blow.
Karli ran his ship adongside the other side of Gunnar's ship,
and hurled a spear athwart the deck, and aimed at him about
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the waist. Gunnar sees this, and turned him about so
quickly that no eye could follow him, and caught the spear
with his left hand, and hurled it back at Karli's ship, and that
man got his death who stood before it. Kolskegg snatched
up a grapnel and cast it at Karli's ship, and the fluke fell
inside the hold, and went out through one of the planks and
in rushed the coal-blue sea, and al the men sprang on board
other ships. _ _

Now Gunnar leapt back to his own ship, and then Hallvard
came up, and now a gregt battle arose.  They saw now that
their leader was unflinching, and every man did as well as he
could. Sometimes Gunnar smote with the sword, and some-
times he hurled the spear, and many a man had his bane at
his hand. Kolskegg backed him well. As for Karli, he
hastened in a ship to his brother Vandil, and thence they
fought that day. During the day Kolskegg took a rest on
Gunnar's ship, and Gunnar seesthat.  Then he sung a song—

" For the eagle ravinee?er,
Raven of my race, to-day
Better surely hast thou Catered,
Lord of golg, than for thyself;
Here the morn come greedy ravens,
hBA&n¥ha rill of wolf

olf ' t0 sup,
Jt thee burning thirst dgwn-beareth,
Prince of battle's Parliament! "

After that Kolskeg?_ took a beaker full of mead, and drank
it off, and went on fighting afterwards; and so it came about
that those brothers sprang up on the ship of Vandil and his
brother, and Kolskegg went on one side, and Gunnar on the
other. Against Gunnar came Vandil, and smote at once a
him with his sword, and the blow fell on his shield. Gunnar
gave the shield a twist as the sword pierced it, and broke it
short off at the hilt.  Then Gunnar smote back at Vandil, and
three swords seemed to be aloft, and Vandil could not see
how to shun the blow. Then Gunnar cut both his I.egﬁ from
under him, and at the same time Kolskegg ran Karli through
with a spear.  After that they took great war ?on.

Thence they held on south to Denmark, and thence eest
to Smoland,” and had victory wherever they went. They
did not come back in autumn. The next summer they held
on to Reva, and fell in there with sea-rovers, and fought at
once, and won the fight. After that they steered esst to

! Rill of wolf—stream of blood. 2 A province of Sweden.
D
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O, and lay there somewhile under aness. There they saw
a man coming down from the ness above them; Gunnar
went on shore to meet the man, and they had atalk. Gunnar,
asked him his name, and he said it was Toft. Gunnar asked
again what he wanted.

" Thee | want to see," says the man. " Two warships lie
on the other sde under the ness, and | will tell thee who
command them: two brothers are the captains—one's name
is Halgrim, and the other's Kolskegg. | know them to be
mighty men of war; and | know too that they have such
good weapons that the like are not to be had. Hallgrim has
a bill which he had made by seething-spells; and thisiswhat
the spdlls say, that no weapon shall give him his death-blow
save that bill. That thing follows it too that it is known at
once when aman is to be dain with that hill, for something
sings in it so loudly that it may be heard along way off—
such a strong nature has that bill in it."

Then Gunnar sang a song—

" Soon shall | that spearhead seize,
And the bold sea-rover d
Him whose blows on head iece ring,
Heaper E PI esof d
Then on Endil's coursey’ boundlng
O'er. the sea-depths | will rid
Whilethewrefchwho spells ab
Lifeshdl losein Sigar's storm.”

"Kolskegg has a short sword; that is dso the best of
wegpons. Force, too, they have—a third more than ye
They have dso much goods, and have stowed them away
on land, and | know clearly where they are. But they have
sent a spy-ship off the ness, and they know al about you.
Now they are getting themselves ready as fast as they can;
and as soon as they are ' boun,' they mean to run out against
you. Now you have either to row away at once, or to busk
yourselves as quickly as ye can; but if ye win the day then
| will lead you to dl therr store of goods."

Gunnar gave him a golden finger-ring, and went after-
wards to his men and told them that war-ships lay on the
other side of the ness, " and they know al about us; so let

! >Anidand in the Batic, off the coast of Esthonia.
"Endil's courser "—pefiphrasis for a ship.
" Sigar's storm"—periphrasis for a sea-fight.
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us lt:i‘ake to our arms and busk us well, for now there is gain
to be got."

Then they busked them; and just when they were" boun "
the{) see ships coming up to them.  And now a fight sprung
up between them, and they fought long, and many men fell.
Gunnar dew many a man. Hallgrim and his men leapt on
board Gunnar's ship.  Gunnar turns to meet him, and Hall-

rim thrust a himwith hisbill.  There was a boom athwart
the ship, and Gunnar leapt nimbly back over it. Gunnar's
shield was just before the boom, and Hallgrim thrust his bill
into it, and through it, and so on into the boom. Gunnar
cut at Hallgrim's arm hard, and lamed the forearm, but the
sword would not bite.  Then down fell the bill, and Gunnar

seized the hill, and thrust Hallgrim through, and then sang
a song—
ain is he who spoiled the people,
ashlnﬂthem withflashingsteel;
eard have | how Hallgrim's magic
elm-rod forged.in foras?n, land:
IT'men know’ of heart-sirings doughty,
ow this hill hath come to me,
eft in fight, the wolfs dear feeder,
Death aone us two shal part."

And that vow Gunnar kept, in that he bore the bill while
he lived. Those namesakes [the two Kolskeggslh fought
together, and it was a near thing which would get the better
of it. Then Gunnar came Uﬁ, and gave the other Kolskegg
his death-blow. After that the sea-rovers begged for mercy.
Gunnar let them have that choice, and he let them aso
count the dain, and take the goods which the dead men
owned, but he gave the others whom he spared their arms
and their clothing, and bade them be off to the lands that
fostered them. they went off, and Gunnar took dl the
goods that were |eft behind.

_Tofi came to Gunner after the battle, and offered to lead
him to that store of goods which the sea-rovers had stowed
away, and said that 1t was both better and larger than that
which they had aready got.

Gunnar said he was willing to go, and so he went ashore,
and Tofi before him, to a wood, and Gunnar behind him.
They came to a place where a grest heap of wood was piled
together.  Tofi says the goods were under there, then they
tossed off the wood, and found under it both gold and silver,
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clothes, and good weapons. They bore those goods to the
ships, ﬁ_nd Gunnar asks Tofi in what way he wished him to
repay him.

Tofi answered, " | am a Dansk man by race, and | wish
thou wouldst bring me to my kinsfolk."

Gunnar asks why he was there away east ?

" | was taken by searovers" says Tofi, " and they put
me on land herein Osd, and here | have been ever since.”

31. GUNNAR GOES TO KING HAROLD GORM'S
SON AND EARL HACON

GUNNAR took Tofi on board, and said to Kolskegﬁ and Hall-
vard, " Now we will hold our course for the north lands."

They were well pleased at that, and bade him havehisway.
So Gunnar sailed from the east with much goods. He had
ten ships, and ran in with them to Heidarby in Denmark.
King Harold Gorm's son was there up the country, and he
was told about Gunnar, and how too that there was no man
his match in al Iceland. He sent men to him to ask him to
come to him, and Gunnar went at once to see the king, and
the king made him a hearty welcome, and sat him down next
to himself. Gunnar was there haf a month. The king
made himself sport by letting Gunnar prove himself in divers
feats of strength against his men, and there were none that
were his match even in one feat.

Then the king said to Gunnar, " It seems to me as though
thy peer is not to be found far or near," and the king offered
to get Gunnar awife, and to raise him to great power if he
would settle down there.

~ Gunnar thanked the king for his offer and said, " | will
Prﬁt( of al sail back to Iceland to see my friends and kins-
olk."

" Then thou wilt never come back to us" says the king.

" Fate will settle that, lord," says Gunnar.

Gunnar gave the king a good long-ship, and much goods
besides, and the king gave him a robe of honour, and golden-
seamed gloves, and a fillet with a knot of gold on it, and a
Russian hat.

Then Gunnar fared north to Hisingen. Oliver welcomed
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him with both hands, and he gave back to Oliver his ships,
with their lading, and said that was his share of the spail.
Oliver took the goods, and said Gunnar was a good man and
true, and bade him stay with him some while. Hallvard
asked Gunnar if he had a mind to go to see Earl Hacon.
Gunnar sad that was near his heart, " for now | am some-
what proved, but then | was not tried at al when thou badest
me do this before."

After that they fared north to Drontheim to see Earl
Hacon, and he gave Gunnar a hearty welcome, and bade him
stay with him that winter, and Gunnar took that offer, and
every man thought him a man of great worth. At Yule the
Earl 'gave him agold ring.

Gunnar set his heart on Bergliota, the Earl's kinswoman,
and it was often to be seen from the Earl's way, that he would
ggve gl\{]en her to him to wife if Gunnar had said anything

out that.

32. GUNNAR COMES OUT TO ICELAND

WHEN the spring came, the Earl asks Gunnar what course
he meant to take. He said he would go to Iceland. The
Earl said that had been a bad year for grain, " and there
will be little sailing out to Iceland, but still thou shalt have
meal and timber both in thy ship.”

Gunnar fitted out his ship as early as he could, and Hall-
vard fared out with him and Kolske%]. They came out
_le_?]r_ly in the summer, and made Arnbad's Oyce before the

ing met. _ _

Gunnar rode home from the ship, but got men to strip her
and lay her uE. But when they came home &l men were
ﬁlad to see them. They were blithe and merry to their

ousehold, nor had their haughtiness grown while they were

away.

C?L/Jnnar asks if Njal were a home; and he was told that he
was a home; then he let them saddle his horse, and those
brothers rode over to Bergthorsknoll.

Njal was glad at their coming, and begged them to stay
there that night, and Gunnar told him of his voyages.

Njal sad he was a man of the greatest mark, " and thou
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hast been much proved; but sill thou wilt be more tried
hereafter; for many will envy thee."

" With &l men I"would wish to stand well," says Gunnar.

" Much bad will happen,” sad Njal, " and” thou wilt
alwagg have some quarrel to ward of f/'

" be it, then," says Gunnar, " so that | have a good
ground on my side." , ,

" So will it be too," says Njal, " if thou hast not to smart
for others." i . :

Njal asked Gunnar if hewould ride to the Thing. Gunnar
sad he was gomg to ride thither, and asks Njal whether he
were going to ride; but he said he would not ride thither,
" and 1f | had my will thou wouldst do the like."

_Gunnar rode home, and gave Njal good gifts, and thanked
him for the care he had taken of his goods. Kolsk%g urged
him on much to ride to the Thing, saying, " There thy
honour will grow, for many will flock to see thee there."

" That has been little to my mind," says Gunnar, " to
make a show of myself; but | think it good and right to meet
good and worthy men." _

Hallvard by this time was aso come thither, and offered
to ride to the Thing with them.

33. GUNNAR'S WOOING

So Gunnar rode, and they dl rode. But when th? came
to the Thing they were so well arrayed that none could match
them in bravery; and men came out of every booth to wonder
a them. Gunnar rode to the booths of the men of Rang-
river, and was there with hiskinsmen. Many men came to
see Gunnar, and ask tidings of him; and he was easy and
merry to dl men, and told them &l they wished to hear.
It ‘happened one day that Gunnar went away from the
Hill of Laws, and passed by the booths of the men from
Mossfell; then he saw a woman coming to meet him, and
she was in goodly attire; but when they met she spoke to
Gunnar a once. - He took her %[eetl ng well, and asks what
woman she might be.  She told him her name was Hallgerda,
and sad she was Hauskuld's daughter, Daakoll's son.  She
spoke up boldly to him, and bade him tell her of his voyages,
but he sad he would not gainsay her atalk. Then they st
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them down and taked. She was s0 clad that she had on a

red kirtle, and had thrown over her a scarlet cloak trimmed

with needlework down to the waist. Her hair came down

to her bosom, and was both fair and full. Gunnar was clad

in the scarlet clothes which King Harold Gorm's son had

|g};ven him; he had also the gold ring on his arm which Earl
acon had given him. _

So they talked long out loud,, and at last it came about
that he asked whether she were unmarried. She said, o it
V\r/]as, " and there are not many who would run the risk of
that."

" Thinkest thou none good enough for thee? "

" Not that," she says, " but | am said to be hard to please
in husbands."

" How wouldst thou answer, were | to ask for thee?"

" That cannot be in thy mind," she says.

" Itis though," says he.

" If thou hast any mind that way, go and see my father."

After that they broke off their talk.

Gunnar went straightway to the Dalesmen's booths, and
met a man outside the doorway, and asks whether Hauskuld
were inside the booth?

The man says that he was. Then Gunnar went in, and
Hauskuld and Hrut made him welcome. He sa down
between them, and no one could find out from their talk
that there had ever been any misunderstanding between
them. At last Gunnar's speech turned thither, how these
brothers would answer if he asked for Hallgerda? _

" Well," says Hauskuld, " if that is indeed thy mind."
~ Gunnar says that he is in earnest, " but we so parted last
time, that many would think it unlikely that we should ever
be bound together.” _

" How thinkest thou, kinsman Hrut? " says Hauskuld.

Hrut answered, " Methinks this is no even match.”

" How dost thou make that out? " says Gunnar. _

Hrut spoke, " In this wise will | answer thee about this
matter, as is the very truth. Thou art a brisk brave man,
well to do, and unblemished; but she is much mixed up with
ill report, and | will not cheat thee in anything."

" Good go with thee for thy words," says Gunnar, " but
dill | shall hold that for true '
ye, if yewill not let me maket
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" Not s0," says Hrut, " 't is more because | see that thou
art unable to help thyself; but though we make no bargain,
we would still be thy friends."

" | have talked to her about it," says Gunnar, " and it is
not far from her mind."

Hrut says " | know that you have both set your hearts
on this match; and, besides, ye two are those who run the
most risk as to how it turns out.”

Hrut told Gunnar unasked al about Hallgerdas temper,
and Gunnar at first thought that there was more than enough
that was wanting; but at last it came about that they struck
a bargain.

Then Halgerda was sent for, and they talked over the
business when she was by, and now, as before, they made her
betroth herself. The bridal feast was to be at Lithend, and
at first they were to set about it secretly; but the end after
al was that every one knew of it.

Gunnar rode home from the Thing, and came to Bergthors-
knoll, and told Njal of the bargain he had made. He took

it heavily.
Gunnar asks Njal why he thought this so unwise?
" Because from her," says Njal, " will arise dl kind of ill

if she comes hither east."

" Never shdl she spoil our friendship,” says Gunnar.

"Ah! but yet that may come very near," says Njal;
%‘ anﬁ, besides, thou wilt have always to make atonement
or her."

Gunnar asked Njal to the wedding, and al those as well
whom he wished should be at it from Njal's house.

Njal promised to go; and after that Gunnar rode home,
and then rode about the district to bid men to his wedding.

34. OF THRAIN SIGFUS SON

THERE was a man named Thrain, he was the son of Sigfus,
the son of Sighvat the Red. He kept house a Gritwater on
Fleetlithe. He was Gunnar's kinsman, and a man of great
mark. He had to wife Thorhillda Skaldwife; she had a
sharp tongue of her own, and was given to jeering. Thrain
loved her little.  He and hiswife were bidden to the wedding,
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and she and Bergthora, Skarphedinn's daughter, Njal's wife,
waited on the guests with meat and drink.

Kettle was the name of the second son of Sigfus; he kept
house in the Mark, east of Markfleet. He had to wife Thor-
gerda, Njal's daughter. Thorkell was the name of the third
on of Sigfus; the fourth's name was Mord; the fifth's
Lambi; the sixth's Sigmund; the seventh's Sigurd. These
were dl Gunnar's kinsmen, and great champions. Gunnar
bade them al to the wedding.

Gunnar had aso bidden Valgard the Guileful, and Wolf
Aurpriest, and their sons Runolf and Mord.

Hauskuld and Hrut came to the wedding with a very great
company, and the sons of Hauskuld, Thorleik, and Olof,
were there; the bride, too, came along with them, and her
daughter Thorgerda came also, and she was one of the fairest
of women; she was then fourteen winters old. Many other
women were with her, and besides there were Thorkatla
Asgrim Ellidagrim's son'sdaughter, and Njal'stwo daughters,
Thorgerda and Helga.

Gunnar had already many guests to meet them, and he
thus arranged his men. He sat on the middle of the bench,
and on the inside, away from him, Thrain Sigfus son, then
Wolf Aurpriest, then Valgard the Guileful, then Mord and
R}unﬁ)lf, then the other sons of Sigfus, Lambi sat outermost
of them.

Next to Gunnar on the outside, away from him, sat Njal,
then Skarphedinn, then Helgi, then Grim, then Hauskuld
Nja's son, then Hafr the Wise, then Ingidld from the
Sprmgs then the sons of Thorir from Holt away east.  Thorir
would st outermost of the men of mark, for every one was
pleased with the seat he got.

Hauskuld, the bride's father, sat on the middle of the
bench over against Gunnar, but his sons sat on the inside
awzal from him; Hrut sat on the outside away from Haus-
kuld, but it is not sad how the others were placed. The
bride sa in the middle of the cross bench on the dais;, but
on one hand of her sa her daughter Thorgerda, and on the
other Thorkatla Asgrim Ellidagrim's son's daughter.

Thorhillda went about waiting on the guests, and Berg-
thora bore the meat on the board.

Now Thrain Sigfus' son kept staring at Thorgerda Glum's
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daughter; his wife Thorhillda saw this, and she got wroth,
and made a couplet upon him.
" Thrain," she says,

" Gaping mouths are no wise good,
Gg%glg eyne arein thy heedq

He rose at once up from the board, and said he would put
Thorhillda away. " | will not bear her jibes and jeers any
longer; " and he was so quarrelsome about this, that he would
not be at the feast unless she were driven away. And so it
was, that she went away; and now each man sat in his place,
and they drank and were glad.

Then Thrain began to speak, " | will not whisper about that
which isin my mind. This | will ask thee, Hauskuld Dala
kolPs son, wilt thou give me to wife Thorgerda, thy kins
woman? "

"1 do not know that," says Hauskuld; " methinks thou
art ill parted from the one thou hadst before. But what
kind of man is he, Gunnar? "

Gunnar answers, " | will not say aught about the man,
because he is near of kin; but say thou about him, Njal,"
says Gunnar, " for al men will believe it."

Njal spoke, and said, " That is to be said of this man, that
the man is well to do for wealth, and a proper man in dl
things. A man, too, of the greatest mark; so that ye may
well make this match with him."

Then Hauskuld spoke, " What thinkest thou we ought to
do, kinsman Hrut? "

" Thou mayst make the match, because it is an even one
for her,"” says Hrut.

Then they talk about the terms of the bargain, and are
soon of one mind on al points.

Then Gunnar stands up, and Thrain too, and they go to
the cross bench. Gunnar asked that mother and daughter
whether they would say yes to this bargain. They sad they
would find no fault with it, and Hallgerda betrothed her
daughter.  Then the places of the women were shifted again,
and now Thorhalla sate between the brides. And now the
feast gped on well, and when it was over, Hauskuld and his
company ride west, but the men of Rangriver rode to their
own abode. Gunnar gave many men gifts, and that made
him much liked.
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Hallgerda took the housekeeping_under her, and stood up
for her rights in word and deed. Thorgerda took to house-
keeping at Gritwater, and was a good housewife.

3. THE VIST TO BERGTHORSKNOLL

Now it was the custom between Gunnar and Njal, that each
made the other a feast, winter and winter about, for friend-
ship's sake; and it was Gunnar's turn to go to feast at Njal's.
S0 Gunnar and Hallgerda set off for Bergthorsknoll, and
when they got there Helgi and his wife were not a home.
Njal gave Gunnar and his wife a hearty welcome, and when
they had been there a little while, Helgi came home with
Thorhalla his wife. Then Bergthora went up to the cross-
bench, and Thorhalla with her, and Bergthora said to Hall-
gerda, " Thou shalt give place to this woman." .

She answered, "To no one will | give place, for | will not
be driven into the corner for any one."

" | shal rule here," said Bergthora.  After that Thorhalla
st down, and Bergthora went round the table with water
to wash the guests hands. Then Hallgerda took hold of
Bergthoras hand, and said, " There's not much to chooseg,
though, between you two. Thou hast hangnails on every
finger, and Njal isbeardless.” . _

" That's true," says Bergthora, " yet neither of us finds
fault with the other for it; but Thorwald, thy husband, was
not beardless, and yet thou plottedst his death."

Then Hallgerda said, " It stands me in little stead to have
the bravest man in Iceland if thou dost not avenge this,
Gunnar! "

He sprang up and strode across away from the board, and
sad, " Home | will go, and it were more seemly that thou
shouldest wrangle with those of thine own household, and
not under other men's roofs; but as for Njal, | am his debtor
fo][ mluch honour, and never will | be egged on by thee like
a fool."

After that they set off home.

" Mind this, Bergthora," said Hallgerda, " that we shall
meset again.”

Bergthora sad she should not be better off for that,



60 The Story of Burnt Njal

Gunnar said nothing at al, but went home to Lithend, and
was there at home dl the winter. And now the summer
was running on towards the Great Thing.

36. KOL SLEW SWART

GUNNAR rode away to the Thing, but before he rode from
home he said to Hallgerda, " Be good now while | am away,
and show none of thineill temper in anything with which my
friends have to do."

" The trolls take thy friends," says Hallgerda.

So Gunnar rode to the Thing, and saw it was not good to
come to words with her. Njal rode to the Thing too, and
dl his sonswith him.

Now it must be told of what tidings happened at home.
Njal and Gunnar owned a wood in common at Redslip;
they had not shared the wood, but each was wont to hew In
it as he needed, and neither said a word to the other about
that. Hallgerda's grieve's' name was Kol; he had been
with her long, and was one of the worst of men. There was
a man named Swart; he was Njal's and Bergthora's house-
carle; they were very fond of him. Now Bergthora told
him that he must go up into Redslip and hew wood; but
she said, " | will get men to draw home the wood."

He said he would do the work she set him to win; and so
he went up into Redslip, and was to be there aweek.

Some gangrel men came to Lithend from the east across
Markfleet, and said that Swart had been in Redslip, and hewn
wood, and done adeal of work.

" S0" says Hallgerda, " Bergthora must mean to rob me
in many things, but I'll take care that he does not hew again.”

Rannveig, Gunnar's mother, heard that, and said, " There
have been good housewives before now, though they never
st their hearts on manslaughter.”

Now the night wore away, and early next morning Hall-
gerda came to speak to Kol, and said, " | have thought of
some work for thee; " and with that she put weapons into
his hands, and went on to say—" Fare thou to Reddlip; there
wilt thou find Swart."

! Grieve, i.e, bailiff, head workman.



Kol Slew Swart 61

" What shal | do to him? " he says.

" Askest thou that, when thou art the worst of men? "
she says. " Thou shalt kill him." _ _

"1 can get that done," he says, " but 'tis more likely that
| shal lose my own life for it."

" Everything grows big in thy eyes," she says, " and thou
behavest ill to say this after | have spoken up for thee in
everything. | must get another man to do this if thou
darest not."

He took the axe, and was very wroth, and takes a horse
that Gunnar owned, and rides now till he comes east of Mark-
fleet. There he got off and bided in the wood, till they had
carried down the firewood, and Swart was |eft alone behind.
Then Kol sprang on him, and said, " More folk can hew great
strokes than thou alone; " and so he laid the axe on his head,
and smote him his death-blow, and rides home afterwards,
and tells Hallgerda of the daying.

She said, "1 shdl take such good care of thee, that no
harm shall come to thee"

" May be s0," says he, " but | dreamt dl the other way as
| dept ere | did the deed.” . _

Now they come up into the wood, and find Swart dain,
and bear him home. Hallgerda sent a man to Gunnar at
the Thing to tell him of the daying. Gunnar said no hard
words at first of Hallgerda to the messenger, and men knew
not at first whether he thought well or ill of it. A little
after he stood up, and bade his men go with him: they did
50, and fared to Njal's booth. Gunnar sent a man to fetch
Njal, and begged him to come out. Njal went out at once,
and he and Gunnar fell atalking, and Gunnar said, " | have
to tell thee of the daying of a man, and my wife and my
grieve Kol were those who did it; but Swart, thy house-
cale, fell beforethem.” _

Njal held his peace while he told him the whole story.
Then Njal spoke, " Thou must take heed not to let her have
her way in everything.”

Gunnar said, " Thou thyself shalt settle the terms.”

Njal spoke again, " "Twill be hard work for thee to atone
for al Hallgerda's mischief; and somewhere dsethere will be
a broader trail to follow than this which we two now have a
share in, and yet, even here there will be much awantin
before dl be well; and herein we shall need to bear in min
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the friendly words that passed between us of old; and some-
thing tells me that thou wilt come well out of it, but ill
thou wilt be sore tried." _ _

Then Njal took the award into his own hands from
Gunnar, and said, " | will not push this matter to the utter-
most; thou shalt pay twelve ounces of silver, but | will add
this to my award, that if anything happens from our home-
sead about which thou hast to utter an award, thou wilt
not be less ea? in thy terms.”

Gunnar paid gr) the money out of hand, and rode home
afterwards. Njal, too, came home from the Thing, and his
sons.  Bergthora saw the money, and said, " This is very
ustly settled; but even as much money shall be paid for

ol as time goes on." _

Gunnar came home from the Thing and blamed Hallgerda.
She said, better men lay unatoned in many places. Gunnar
said, she might have her way in beginning a quarrel, " but
how the matter is to be settled rests with me.” _

Hallgerda was for ever chattering of Swart's slaying, but
Bergthora liked that ill. Once Njal and her sons went up
to Thorolfsfell to see about the house-keeping there, but that
selfsame day this thing happened when Bergthora was out of
doors. she sees aman ride up to the house on a black horse.
She stayed there and did not go in, for she did not know the
man. That man had aspear in his hand, and was girded with
ashort sword.  She asked this man his name.

" Atli ismy name," says he.

She asked whence he came.

" | am an Eastfirther," he says.

" Whither shalt thou go? " she says.

"1 am a homeless man," says he, " and | thought to see
Njal and Skarﬁhedlnn, and know if they would take me in."

" What work is handiest to thee? " says she.

"1 am a man used to field-work," he says, " and many
things else come very handy to me; but | will not hide from
thee that | am a man of hard temper, and it has been many
aman's lot before now to bind up wounds at my hand.”

_'I'kl do not blame thee" she says " though thou art no
milksop."

Atli sad, " Hast thou any voice in things here? "

" | am NjaTswife," she says, " and | have as much to say
to our housefolk as he"
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" Wilt thou take me in then? " says he.

"1 will give thee thy choice of that," says she. " If thou
wilt do al the work that | set before thee, and that, though
| wish to send thee where aman's life is at stake."

" Thou must have so many men at thy beck,” says he,
" that thou wilt not need me for such work."

" That | will settleas | please," she says.

" We will strike a bargain on these terms," says he.

Then she took him into the household. Njal and his sons
came home and asked Bergthora what man that might be?

" He is thy house-carle,” she says, " and | took him in."
Then she went on to say he was no suggard at work.

" He will be agreat worker enough, | daresay,” says Njal,
" but I do not know whether he will be such agood worker."

Skarphedinnwasgood toAtli.

Njal and his sons ride to the Thing in the course of the
summer; Gunnar was aso at the Thing.

N {/?l/ took out a purse of moneg/.

" What money is that, father?"

" Here is the money that Gunnar paid me for our house-
carle last summer." _

" That will come to stand thee in some stead," says
Skarphedinn, and smiled as he spoke.

37. THE SLAYING OF KOL, WHOM ATLI SLEW

Now we must take up the story and sgy that Atli asked
Bergthora what work he should do that day?

"1 have thought of some work for thee," she says, " thou
shalt go and ook for Kol until thou find him; for now shalt
thou day him this very day, if thou wilt do my will."

" Thiswork is well fitted," says Atli, " for each of us two
are bad fellows, but ill | will so lay mysdlf out for him
that one or other of us shall die"

" Well mayst thou fare," she says, " and thou shat not
do this deed for nothing."

 He took his wegpons and his horse, and rode up to Flegt-
lithe, and there met men who were coming down from
Lithend. They were a home east in the Mark. They
asked Atli whither he meant to go? He sad he was riding
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to look for an old jade. They sad that was a smal errand
for such aworkman, " but till ‘twould be better to ask those
who have been about last night.”

" Who are they? " says he.

" Killing-Kol,” say they, " Hallgerdds house-carle, fared
from the fold just now, and has been awake al night."

"1 do not know whether | dare to meet him," says Atli,
" he is bad-tempered, and may be that | shal let another's
wound be my warning."

" Thou bearest that look beneath the brows as though
kholu wert no coward,” they said, and showed him where

ol was.

Then he spurred his horse and rides fast, and when he
meets Kol, Atli sad to him, " Go the pack-saddle bands
well," says Atli.

" That's no business of thine, worthless fellow, nor of any
one dsewhencethou comest." _ _

Atli said, " Thou hast something behind that is earnest
work, but that is to die" o

“After that Atli thrust at him with his spear, and struck
him about hismiddle. Kol swept at him with his axe, but
missed him, and fell off his horse, and died at once

Atli rode till he met some of Hallgerdas workmen, and
said, "Go ye up to the horse yonder, and look to Kol, for
hehasfallen off, and isdead."

" Hast thou dain him? " saf/ they.

"'Wdl, 'twill seem to Hdlgerda as though he has not
falen by his own hand."

After that Atli rode home and told Bergthora; she thanked
Qti)m for this deed, and for the words which he had spoken

out It.

" | do not know," says he, " what Njal will think of this"

" He will take it well upon his hands" she says, " and
| will tell thee one thing as a token of it, that he has carried
away with him to the Thing the price of that thrall which
we took last sprlng, and that money will now serve for Kal;
but though peace be made thou must still be ware of thyself,
for Hallgerda will ke