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THE HISTORY

OF

ENGLISH POETRY.

SECTION VI.

Adam Davie flourished in the beginning of the fourteenth century. Spe-
cimensof hispoetry. HisLife of Alexander. Robert Baston's comedies*
Anecdotes ofthe early periods of the English, French, and Italian
drama.

ALTHOUGH much poetry began to be written about the reign of Ed-
ward the Second, yet | have found only one English poet of that reign
whose nane has descended to posterity?. This is Adam Davy or
Davie. He may be placed about the year 1312. | can collect no cir-
cumstances of hislife, but that he was marshall of Stratford-le-bow near
London®. He hes left severa poems never printed, which are almost
as forgotten as his name.  Only one manuscript of these pieces now
remains, which seams to be coeval with itsauthor®. They are viSIONS,
THE BATTELL OF JERUSALEM, THE LEGEND OF SAINT ALEXIUS,
SCRIPTURE HISTORIES, OF FIFTEEN TOKNES BEFORE THE DAY OF
JUDGEMENT, LAMENTATIONS OF SOULS, and THE LIFE OF ALEX-
ANDER®

In the visions, which are of the religious kind, Adam Davie draws
this picture of Edward the Second standing before the shrine of Ed-

2 Robert de Brunne, above mentioned, ® This will appear from citationswhich
lived, and perhaps wrote some of his  follow.
pieces, in this reign; but he more pro- ¢ MSS. Bibl. Bodl. Laud. | 74. [622.]

perly belongs to the last. [Warton need  fol. membran. It has been much damaged,
not have written perhaps, since he might  and on that account is often illegible.
have seen in Hearne's edition of de 4 In the manuscript there is dso a piece
Brunne's Chronicle that it was not finish- in prose, entitled, The Pylgrymages of the
ed till 1338. The author should certainly  hali land, f. 65—66. It begins. "Qwerr
be placed in Edward the Second's reign,  soever a cros standyth ther isafor givenes
although it is true that he began to com-  of payne." | think it is a description of
poe his Manuel des Peches in 1302. the holy places, and it appears at least to
—M] he of the hand-writing of the rest.

VOL.IL B



2 ADAM DAVIE. [SECT. VI.

ward the Confessor in Westminster abbey at his coronation. Thelines:es
have a strength arising from simplicity.

To our Lorde Jeshu Crist in heven

Iclie to day shawe myne sweven®,

That iche mette’ in one nycht,

Of a knycht of mychel mycht:

His nameis yhotc? syr Edward the kyng,
Prince of Wales Engelonde the fair thynge ;
Me mett that he was armid wele,

Bothe with yrne and with stele,

And on his helme that was of stel,

A coroune of gold bicom him wel.

Bifore the shrine of Seint Edward he stood,
Myd glad ehere and my Id of mood".

M ost of these Visions are complimentstotheking. Our poet then pro-vn-
ceeds thus :

Another suevene me mette on a twefnit'
Bifore the fest of Alhalewen of that ilke knigt,
His name is nempnedk hurc bifore,

Blissed be the time that he was bore, &c.

Of Syr Edward oure derworth' kyng

lehe mette of him anothere faire metyng, &c
Me thought he rood upon an ass,

And that ich take God to witnesse;
Ywonden he was in a mantell gray,

Toward Rome he nom™ his way,

Upon his hevede sate a gray hurc.

It semed him wel a mesure ;

He rood withouten hose and sho,

His wone was nougth so for to do;

His shankes semeden al bloodrede,

Myne herte wop" for grete drede ;

As apylgrym he rood to Rome,

And thider he corn wel swithe sone.

The thrid suevene me mette a nigt

Rigt of that derworth knight:

The Wednysday a nicht it was

Next the dai of seint Lucie bifore Christerimasse, & c.
Me thougth that ich was at Rome,

And thider iche come swithe sone,

e dream. 9 named. " fol. 27.
f dreamed. In the first sense, we have ! twelfth-night. named.
" me melte in Chaucer, Non. Pr. T. v. 1013. ! dear-worthy. ™ took.

Urr. And below. wept.



SECT. V1.] SPECIMENS OF HIS " POETRY, 3

The pope and syr Edward our kyng

Bothe hy°® hadden a newe dubbyng, &c.

Thus Crist ful of grace

Graunte our kyng in every place

Maistrie of his witherwines

And of al wicked Sarasynes.

Me mette a swevene one worthig® a nigth

Of that ilche derworthi knigth,

God iche it shewe and to witnesse take

And so shilde me fro, &c.

Into a chapel | cum of vre lefdy ¢

Jhe Crist her Leve' son stod by,

On rod® he was an lovelichc mon,

Alsthilk that on rode was don

He unneled' his honden two, &c.

Adam the marchal of Srattford atte Boirc
Wel swithc wide his name is iknowe

He himself mette this metyng,

To witnesse he taketh Jhosu hevene kynge,
On wedenyssday" in clene leinte”

A voice me bede | ne shulde nougt feinte,

Of the suevenes that her ben write

| shulde swithe don* my lord kyng to wife.
The thursday next the beryng”' of our lefdy
Me thougth an aungel com syr Edward by, &c.
Iche tell you forsoth withoutten les’,

Als God of hevene maide Marie to moder ches?,
The aungell com to me Adam Davie and seide
Bot thou Adam shewe this thee worthe wel yvel mede, &c
Whoso wil speke myd me Adam the marchal
In Stretforde bowe he is yknown and over a).
Iche ne schewe nougt this for to have mede
Bot for God almigtties drede.

There isavery old prose romance, both in French and Italian, on
the subject of the Destruction of Jerusalen”. It is translated from a

0 ® In an antient inventory of books, al

P Worthy Orig. [on worthing nyth. Park, French romances, made in England in the

Co ”I] reign of Edward the Third, | find the ro-
ady. . " dear. mance of Titus and Vespas:an Madox,

' cross. ' unnailed. Formul. Anglican, p, 12. Seedso SCIpIO
Y Wodcnis day. Woden's day. Wed-  Maftei's Traduttori Italiani, p. 48. Cre-
nesday. scimbeni (Volg. Poes vol.i. 1.5. p. 317.)
" Lent. does not seem to have known of this ro-

* make haste. [SW|the don to witc, mancein Italian. Du Cange mentionsLe
qwckly let him know.—HITSON.] Roman de In Prise de Jerusalem par Titus,
Y Christmas-day. inverse. Gloss. Lat.i. Ind. Auct. p. cxciv.
Ileﬁ A metrical romance on this subject is in
"As sure & God chose the Virgin  the royal manuscripts. |G E. viil. 2. Brit.
Mary to be Christ's mother." Mus. [The romance here referred to, re-

n 2



4 ADAM DAVIE. [SECT,VI-

Latinwork, in five books, very popular in the middle ages, entitled,
HEGESIPPI de Bello Judaico et Excidio Urbis Hierosolymitance Libri
quinque. This is a licentious paraphrase of a part of Josephus's Jew-
ish history, made about the fourth century: and the name Hegesippus
is most probably corrupted from Joaeplms, perhaps also called Josip-
pus. The paraphrast is supposed to be Ambrose of Milan, who flou-
rished in the reign of Theodosius’. On the subject of Vespasian's
siege of Jerusalem, as related in this book, our poet Adam Davie has
left a poem entitled the BATTELL OF JERUSALEMP®. It begins thus:

Listeneth all that beth alyve,

Both cristen men and wyve:

I wil youtel awonder cas,

How Jhesu Crist bihated was,

Of the Jewes felle and kene,

That was on him sithe ysene,
Gospelles | drawe to witnesse

Of this mater more and lesse, & c.©

In the course of the story, Pilate challenges our Lord to single com-
bat. This subject will occur again.

Davie's LEGEND OF SAINT ALEXIUS THE CONFESSOR, SON OF EU-
PHEMIUS, is translated from Latin, and begins thus:

Allthat willen hereinryme,
Howe gode men in olde tyme,
Loveden God al mizth;
That weren riche, of grete valoure,
Kynges sones and emperoure
Of bodies strong and lizth;
zee habbeth yhorde ofte in geste,
Of holl men maken feste
Both day and nigth,

lates to the fabulous expedition of Charle-
magne to Jerusalem, and has been printed
with illustrative notes by M. Fr. Michel,
12mo. Lond. 1836. Seevol.i. p. 128—
M.] Thereis an old French play on this
subject, acted in 1437. It wes printed
in 1491. fol. M. Beauchamps, Rcch. Fr.
Theat p. 134.

¢ He mentions Constantinople and New
Rome; and the provinces of Scotia and
Saxonia, From this work the Maccabees
seem to have got into romance. It was
first piinted at Paris, fol. 1511. Among
the Bodleian manuscripts there is a most
beautiful ropy of this book, believed to be
written in the Saxon times.

9 The latter part of this poem appears
detached, in a former part of our manu-
script, with the titte THE VENGEAUNCE

OF GODDES DEATH, viz. f. 22 b. This
latter part begins with these lines:

And at the fourty dayes ende,
Wirder | wolde he hade me wende,
Upon the mount of olyvete, &c.

[Thisis probably the sme as "LaVcn-
gance ct Destruction de |herusalem par per-
sonages executee par Vespasien et son filz
Titus, contenant en soy plusieurs chro-
ni cles Rommaines tant du regne de Neron
Empereur que de plusieurs aultres belles
hystoires."  Printed at Paris, 1510. 4to.
for Jolian Trepperel. " The Dystruccion
of lherusalem, by Vaspazian and Tytus,"
was twice printed by W. de Worde, and
once by Pynson. See Herbert's Ames,
pp. 177, 220, 204.—DOUCE.]

€ MS. ut supr. f. 72 b.



SECT. V1.]

SPECIMENS OF HIS POETRY. 5

For to have thejoye in hevene

(With aungells song, and merry stevene,)
Thewhich is brode and brizth:

To you all heize and lowe

Therizth sothe to biknowe
zour soules for to save, &c.'

Our author's SCRIPTURE HISTORIES want the beginning.

Here they

begin with Joseph, and end with Daniel.

For thritti pens® thei sold that ehilde
The seller hijth Judas,
Itho" Ruben com horn and mysscd hym

Sori ynoug he was.

His FIFTEEN TOKNES* BEFORE THE DAY OF JUDGMENT, are taken

from the prophet Jeremiah.

The first signe thar ageins, as our lord hymselfe sede,
Hungere schal on erthe be, trecherie, and falshede,
Batteles, and littell love, sekenesse and haterede,

And the erthe schal quaken that vche man schal ydrede:
The mone schal turne to blood, the sunne to derkhede, &c)

Another of Davie's poems may be called the LAMENTATION OF

SOULS.

But the subject is properly a congratulation of Christ's ad-

vent, and the lamentation, of the souls of the fathers remaining in

limbo, for his delay.

Off joye and blisse is my song careth to bileve™,

And to here hym among that al our sorouj shal reve,

Ycome he is that swete dewe, that svwete hony drope,

The kyng of alle kynges to whom is al our hope :

Becom he is our brother, whar was he so long ?

He it is and no other, that bouzth us so strong:

Our brother we mowe" hym clepe wel, so aeith hymself ilome®.

VIS ut supr. f. 22-72 h.

9 thirty pence.

! MS ut supr. f. 66-72 h:

Ktokens. ' MS. ut supr. f. 71 b.
™ leave. may.

° sometimes. MS. ut apr*, f. 72. ‘[By
an error of the press in the former edition,
the reference to the note was affixed to
the word "wel ;" and though Warton in
his Additions had pointed out the mistake,
yet the candour of Mr. Ritson fastened on
the original reading and exposed it as a
voluntary and ignorant blunder. Could
this gentleman have condescended to be
just, or to confide in an interpretation
furnished him by Warton, he might have
avoided the erroneous explanation given

" |po. Orig.

of "ylome" in the Glossary to his Me-

trical Romances, or at any rate have ob-

tained a closer approximation to the true
meanln%than his own knowledge supplied
him wit

Ure ship Me forth ylome;

which the Glossary renders lately. It is
the Anglo-Saxon ge-lome, ssepe, frequen-
ter, couthiuiter. In the Chronicle of En-
gland we have,

And yet the Englesche ofte ilome;

where "ofte" gppears to be a gloss which
has found its way into the text. "Oftand
gelome" is the language of Ceedmon.—
Prien]}



G THE LIFE OF ALEXANDER. [SECT. VI.

My readers will be perhaps surprised to find our language improve
0 slowly, and will probably think, that Adam Davie writes in a less in-
telligible phrase than many more antient bards already cited*. His
obscurity, however, arises in great measure from obsolete spelling, a
mark of antiquity which | have here observed in exact conformity to
a manuscript of the age of Edward the Second; and which in the poetry
of his predecessors, especially the minstrel-pieces, has been often effaced
by multiplication of copies, and other causes. In* the mean time it
should be remarked, that the capricious peculiarities and even ignorance
of transcribers, often occasion an obscurity, which is not to be imputed
either to the author or his age“.

But Davie's capital poem is the LIFE OF ALEXANDER, which de
serves to be published entire on many accounts. It seemsto be founded
chiefly on Simeon Seth's romance above mentioned; but many passages
are also copied from the French ROMAN D'ALEXANDRE, a poemin our

author's age perhaps equally popular both in England and France. It

is a work of considerable length*.
the Prologue.

I will first give some extracts from

Divers is this myddel erde

To lewed men and to lerid®, &c.

Notheles, ful feole and fille

Beoth y-foundc in heorte and wille

That hadde levere a ribaudye

Than to here of God, other of seynte Marie;

* [Mr. Campbell has observed upon this
passage:. "Warton anticipates the surprize
of his reader in finding the English lan-
guage improve so slowly when we reach
the versss of Davie. The historian of our
poetry had in a former section treated of
Robert De Bruime as a writer anterior to
Davie; but as the latter part of De Prunne's
Chronicle was not finished till 1330, in the
reign of Edward TIL, it would be surpri-
zing indeed if the language should seem
to improve when we go back to the reign
of Edward | | . " Essay on English Poetry,
p. 57.—In this the usua accuracy and can-
dour of Mr. Campbell appear to have for-
saken him.  The observation in the text
is far from being a general one, and might
have been interpreted to the exclusion
of De Brunne. That such was Warton's
intention is obvious from note % p. 1,
where he spesks of De Brunne as living,
and probably composing some of his pieces,
during the reign of Edward I1. A date
(1303) recorded in his translation of the
Manuel de Peches was the cause of his
being dassed among the writers of the
precedingreign.—PRICE.]

9 Chaucer in Troilus and Cressida men-

tions " the grete diversite in English, and
in writing of our tongue." He therefore
prays God, that no person would miswrite®
or misse-mctre his poem. lib. uit. v. 1792.

* [Inattributing this romance to Davie,
Warton has followed the authority of Tan-
ner, who was probably led into the mis-
take by finding it bound up with the re-
maining works of this "poetic marshall."
Woc are indebted to Mr. Ellisfor detecting
—upon the force of internal evidence—
this misappropriation of a very spirited
composition to the insipid author of the
Legend of Saint Alexius. It has since
been published from a transcript of the
Lincoln's-Inn MS. made by Mr. Park,
and forms the first volume in Mr. Weber's
collection. In deference to the opinions
of these gentlemen—opinions sanctioned
as it would seem by the approbation of
Mr. Douce and Mr. Ellis—the text has
been supplied from the printed copy,
though the Editor's private judgment is
decidedly in favour of the Bodleian ver-
sion.— PRICE. ]

Leg. terd. learned.



SECT. VI.] THE LIFE OF ALEXANDER, 7

Other to drynke a coppe ful of ale,
Than to here ony god tale:

Soche Y wolde were oute-bishett;

For sikerliche, hit weore nede.

For they no haveth nojoye, y wot wele
Bote in the gutte and the barell.!

Adam Davie thus describes a splendid procession inade by Olyni-

pias:
In this tyme faire andjolif"
Olimpias, that faire wif,
Wolde make a riche feste
Of knightis and ladies honeste,
Of burgeys and of jugoleris
A ndof menof echemesteris',
For mon seith by north and south
Wimmen beth, ever selcouth;
Muche they desirith to schewe heore body
Heore faire heir, heore fair rody,
To have los” and praisyng:
Al hit is folie by hevene kyng!
So dude dame Olimpias
To schewe hire gentil face.
Scheo hette marchal, and knyghtis
Greythen heom to ryde anon ryghtis.
And ladies and dcmosclis
Maken heom redy, a thousand delis,
In faire atire, in divers coyntise
Monye ther riden in riche wise.
A muyle, al so whit as mylk
With sadel of gold, semely of selk
Was y-brought to theo queue
With mony bell is of selver schene
Y-fastened on orfreys® of mounde
That hongcn adoun to theo groundc.
Forth thei ferden’ with heore roite
A thousand ladies of o swte.
A speruer’ that was honeste
So was at theo ladies feste:

The work begins thus: Alisaunder! me reowith thyn endyng
Whilem clerkes wel ylerid Thuat_ thou n'adest dyghed in cristenyng.
Faire y-dyght this myddel erde, jolly. ,

And clepid hit in here niaistrie, " of each, or every, profession, trade,
Europe, Affryke, and Asyghe: sort. ) ¥ praise.

At Asyghe a so nmchul ys * embroidered work, cloth of gold.

As Europe, and Affryk, I wis, &c. Aurifrigium,  Lat.

: o Y fared: went.
And ends with this distich: * sparrow-hawk; a hawk.
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Four trumpes to-fore* hire bleow
Mony man that day hire kneow:
An hundred and wel mo

Alle abowed hire to.

Al thes toun y-honged was®
Ageynes® theo lady Olimpias.®
Orgies, tymbres, al maner gleo®
Was dryuen ageyn that lady freo.
Withoute theo toun was mury:
Was reised ther al maner pley';
There was knyghtis turnyng
“There was maidenes carolying
There was champions skyrmyngs,
Of heom and of other wrastlyng
Of liouns chas, of beore baityng
And bay of bor", of bole slatyng®.
Al theo city was by-hong

Of riche baudekyns and pellis‘ among
Dame Olimpias among this pres*
Sengle rod™, al mantul-les.—
Hire yolowe heir" was fair atyred
With ryche strynges of gold wyred
And wry en hire abouten al°®

To hire gentil myddel smal
Bryght and fair was hire face’
Uche maner faired®in hire was'.

[SECT.

Vi,

2 hefore, k- skins. : crowd; company.
® "hung with tapestry.” Wefind this ™ rode single.

ceremony practised at the entrance of lady " yellow hair.

Elisabeth, queen of Henry the Seventh, ° "covered her all over."

into the city of London.—" Al the strets P line 155. beauty.

ther whiche she shulde passe by wer clenly
dressed and besene with cloth, of tappes-
trye and arras, and some streetes as Chepe,
hanged with riche clothes of golde, vel-
vettes and silkes." This was In the year
HSI. Leland. Coll. iv. Opuscul. p. 220.
edit. 1770.

¢ " against her coming."

9 See the description of the tournament
in Chaucer, Knight's Tale, where the city
is hanged with cloth of gold. v. 2570.
urr.

€ manner of

"organs, timbrels, all
music."

v all sorts of sports.”

9 skirmishing.

" " baying or bayting of the boar."

! daying[bajtirig—M.c]]buIIs, bull-feasts.
Chaucer says that the chamber of Venus
was painted with " white bolts grete."

Compl. of Marsand Ven. v. 86.

" John Gower, who lived an hundred
years after our author, has described the
same procession, Confess. Amant. lib. vi.
(ol 137 a b. edit, Berthel. 1554.

But in that citee then was

The queue, whiche Olimpias

Was hote, and with solempnitee
The feste of hir nativitee,

Asiit befell, was than hold:

And for hir lust to be behold,

And 9Ereised of the people about,
She shop hir for to riden out,

Al aftir meet al opinly.

Anon a men were redie;

And that was in the month of Maie :
This lusty queue in gode araie
Was sette upon a mule white

To se it was a grete delite

The joye that the citie made
With fresh thinges and with glade
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Much in the same strain the marriage of Cleopatras is described.

Tho this message was horn y-come
Ther was mony blithe gome
With rose and swete flores

Was strawed halles and bouris;
With samytes and baudekyns
Weore cortined the gardynes.
Alle the innes of the toun

Haddyn litel foisoun®,

That day cam Clorpatras;

So mucle people with hire was.
Upon amule, whyt so mylk;

Hire harneys gold beten with selk.
The prynce hire ladde of Sandas,
And of Cydoyne sire Jonatas,

Ten thousand barouns hire come myde,
And to chirche they ryden.
Spoused scheo is and set on deys:
Now ginnith the geste of noblés:
At theo feste was trumpyng,
Pipyng and eke taboryng,
Sytolyng and ek harpyng'.

We have frequent opportunities of observing, how the poets of these
times engraft the manners of chivalry on antient classical history. In
the following lines Alexander's education is like that of Sir Tristram.
He istaught tilting, hunting, and hawking.

Now con Alisaundre of skyrmyng,
And of stedes disrayrig,

And of swcordis turnyng,

Apon stede, apon justyng,

And sailyng, of defendyng

In grene wodc of huntyng

And of reveryng and of haukyng" :
Of batail and of al thyng.

The noble towne was a belonged; An so couth every other man

And everie wight was son atonged Which play with, his play began,

To == this lustie ladie ryde. To please with this noble queen.
There wasgreat mirth on al syde, Gower continues this story, from a ro-
When as she passed by the streate mance mentioned above, to fol. 140.
There was ful many a tymbre beate, s provision. ! line 1023.
And many a maide carolende. Y Chaucer, R. of Sir Thop. v. 3245.

And thus throughout the town plaiende UrrK's edit. p. 145.

This qucne unto the plaienerode He couth hunt al the wild dere,

Whar that she hoved and abode And ride an  hawkyng by the rivere.
To se divers games plaie, And in the Squyr of Low Degree, SUPT.py.
The lustie tolke just and tornaye. citat. p. 179. = M
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In another place Alexander is mounted on a steed of Narbone* ; and
amid the solemnities of a great feast, rides through the hall to the high
table. This was no uncommon practice in the ages of chivalry”.

He leop up, and hadde soon doon,
Apon a stede of faire bon ; (Narabone)
Herod forth upon the lond

Theo riche croune in his hond,

Of Nicholas that he wan :

Byside rideth a gentil man.

To the paleis they gonne ride

And fond this feste in all pruydc

Forth goth Alisaundre, saun fable
Ryght to theo heygh table".

His horse Bucephalus, who even in classical fiction is a horse of ro-
mance, is thus described :

An horn the forhed amydward
That wolde perce scheldis hard.

To which these lines may be added :

Alisaundre arisen is

And sittith on his hygh deys

His duyk( s and his barouns saun doute
Stondith and sittith him aboute*.

The two following extracts are in a softer strain, and not inelegant
for the rude simplicity of the times:

Mury is the blast of the sty vour”

Mary is the twynkelyng of the harpour?;
Swote is the nine ol of flour

Swete hit is in maidenes bour

* Shall ye ryde Swithe mury hit isin halle
On hawhyng by the river syde. When the burdeswawen alle.

Chancer, Franklein's Tale, v. 1752. p.111. And in another place we have,

Urr. edit. Mury hit isin halle to here the harpe ;
These fauconers upon afaire rivere  The mynstrall syngith, theo jogolour
That with the hawkis han the heron carpith.__1.5990.

saine. i
* [The Lincoln's Inn MS. reads " faire Here, hy the way, it gppeas, that the
bone/' which is probably the correcter  minstrels and juglers were distinct di -

version.—PRICE.] RAeters.So Robert de Brunne, in descri-

V' See Obsarvations on the Fairy Queen, bing the coronation of king Arthur, apud
i. 8 v. p. 146. Angtis, Ord. Gart. i. p. 304,

“line 1075. “line ,3966. Jogeleurs wer ther inouh

Y | cannot explain this word. It is a That wer queitise for the drouh,
wind-instrument. Mymtrels many with dy vers glew, &c.

? This poem hes likewise, in the same
vein, thefollowingwell-known old rhyme, And Chaucer mentions " minstrelsand eke.
which paints the manners, and is perhaps joglours.” Rom. R. v. 764. But they are
the true reading, line 1163. often confounded or made the same.
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Appeol swote berith faire colour
In treowe love is swote amour*.

In tyme of May, the nyghtyngale
In wode makith miry gale;

So doth the foules grete and smale
Som on hulle, som on dale’.

11

Much the same vernal delights, cloathed in a similar style, with the
addition of knights turneying and maidens dancing, invite king Philip
on a progress ; who is entertained on the road with hearing tales of an-
cient heroes.

Mery timeitisin May

The foules syngeth her lay ;

The knighttes loueth the tornay
May dens so dauncen and thay play.
The kyng forth rideth hisjournay
Now hereth gest of grete noblay°.

Our author thus describes a battle® :

 line 2571.

Alisaundre to-fore is ryde

And mony gentil knyght him myde
Ac, for to abide his rnaigné freo
He abidcth undur a treo.

x| . thousand chivalrie

He heom taketh in his batail&.

He dasscheth forth overward

Theo othres comen afterward :

He soughte his knyghtis in misehef
He tok hit in hcorte agref-

He tok Bulsifal®in the syde;

As a swale we he can forth glide.

A duyk of Peree sone he mettc
With his launce lie him grette;

He perced his bruny and elewyd his seheld,
Tlieo heorte he earf; so lie him yeilded :

Theo duyk feol doim to the grounde
He starf quykliehe of that wounde.
Alisaundre tho aloud saide,

Other tole nanc Y payd :

Y ut ye sehole, of myn payc

Or Y go hennes, more asay !
Anothir launce in honde he hent;
Ageyns the Pry nee of Tyre he went,

® line 23 46. ° line 5210. 4 line 3776.

* Bucephalus.
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And smot him thorugh the breste thare
And out of his sadel him bare;
And Y sey, for soth thyng

He brak his launce in the fallyng.
Octiater, with muche wondur
Antioehim hadde him undur,
With his sweord he wolde his heved
Fro the body have y-weved.

He sygh Alisaundre the gode gome
To him wardes swithe come

He left his pray and fleygh to hors
For to save his owne cors.
Antiocus on stede he leop

Of no wounde tok he kep;

And eke he hadde y-mad furford
Alley-mad with speris ord'.
Tholomeus and his felawe’

Of this socoure weore ful fawe.
Alisaundre made a cry hardy

Ore tost, ore togt, aly ! aly!

There knyghtis of Akaye

Justed with heom of Arabye ;

Tho" of Rome, and hco of Medc
Mony lond with othir yeode
Egiptejusted with Tire

Simple knyghtis with riche sire;
There was yeve no forberyng ;
Bytweone favasour' and kyng,
To-fore, me myghte, and by hynde
Contekk seche and contek fynde
With Perciens foughte* Egregies';
Ther ros cry, and gret noyse.
They kydde™ there they nere nyce
They braken speres to selyces :
Me myght fynde knyghtis there,
Mony on lost hisjustore :

There was sone in litel thrawe",
Many gentil knyght y-slawe ;
Mony arm, mony hed®,

Was sone fro the body weved:
Mony gentil levedy?

There les hire amy**

f point  strife. ° head.
§ Tellows. Greeks. P Iady

. ) thought [shewed]. 9" paramour.
servant; subject. " short"time.
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There was mony mon killed

And mony fair pencel by bled".
There was sweord lakkyng ®

There was spere bathyng'.

Bothe kynges there, saun doute
Beoth y-beten, with al heore rowte;
The on to don men of him speke
The other his harmes for to wreke.
Mony londes nygh and feor.

Losten heore lordes in that weorre.
The eorthe quakid of hir rydyng
The weder" thickcd of heore cryeng
Theo blod of heom that was slawen
Ran by flodisand by lauen, &c.

| have already mentioned Alexander's miraculous horn*.

He blew his horn, saun doute

His folk come swithe aboute :

And he heom saide with voys elere,

"Y bidde, freondes, ye me here!

Alisaundre isy-comc in this lond

With stronge knyghtis, and myglity of hond."

Alexander's adventures in the deserts among the Gymnosophists, an
in Inde, are not omitted. The authors whom lie quotes for his voucher
shew the reading and ideas of the times."

" "many a rich banner, or flag, sprin-

Thoo Alisaundre went thorough desert
Many wondres he seigh apert*

Whiche he dude wel descryve

By good clerkes in her lyve

By Aristotle his maister that was

Better clerk sithen non nas.

He was with hym and seigh aiul wroot
Alle thise wondres, (god it woot)
Salomon that al the werlde thorough yede
In sooth witnesse helde hym myde.

kled with blood."

S clashing. [" Lakkyng seems to mean
licking (blood) as the Boet speaks of S
bathinginblood." WEBER.—T hisphrase
is one of frequent occurrence in Anglo-
Saxon poetry, and bears a very different
import from that gfiven by Mr. Weber :
sweord-lac A. S. gladiorum ludus, from
lacan, toplay.—PRICE.]

"' MS. baping. | do ot understand the
word. [There seems no difficulty in under-

standing the word in its usual sense—the
p(,\)}l nts of the spears were bathed in blood.

Y weather, sky. ]
* [It is most probable that Warton in-
terpreted this pa&a?e of Alexander's horn:
ainly

Mr. Weber cert has; though the con-
text plainly shews that it was Darius who
blewit.—PRICE.]

Y line 4772.

* sav openly.
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Ysidre' also, that was so wys

In his bokes telleth this.

Maister Eustroge bereth hym witnesse
Of the wondres more and lesse.

Seynt Jerome, yee shullen y-wyte
Hem hath also in book y-wryte;

And Magestene, the gode clerk

Hath made therof myehel werk.
Denys that was of gode memorie

It sheweth al in his book of storie;
And also Pompie* of Rome lorde,
Dude it writen every worde.
Beheldeth me therof no fynder?;

Her bokes ben my shewer

And the lyf of Alysaunder

Of whom fleigh so riche sklaunder.
Yif yee willeth yive listnyng

Now yee shullen here gode thing.

In soraers tyde the day is long;
Foules syngeth and maketh song
Kyng Alisaunder y-went is,

With dukes, erles, and folk of pris.
With many knighth and doughtty man,
Toward the cité of Fa een ;

After kyng Porus that flowen® was
Into the cité of Bandas:

He wolde wende thorough desert
Thise wonders to seen apert.

Gyoures he naine® of the londe

Fyve thousande | understonde

That hem shulden ledc ryth?,
Thorough desert by day and nyth.
The gyoures loveden the kyng noughth
And wolden have hym bycaughth :
Hy ledden hym therfore as | fynde
In the straungest peryl of Y nde.

Ac, so ieh fynde in the book

Hy were asshreynt in her crook.
Now rideth Alisaunder with his ost,
With myehel pryde and myehel boost;
Ac ar hy comen to castel, oither toun
Hy shullen speken another lessoun.

Y |sidore. He means, | suppose, Isi- the historian, whom he confounds with
dorus Jispalensis, a Latin writer of the ~ Pompey the Great. )
seventh century. ) o -don't Jook on me gs the invervtor."
* He means Justin's Trogus Pompeius fled. ©  took. straight.
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Lordynges, aso | fynde

At Mede so bigynneth Ynde:

Forsothe ich woot, it stretcheth ferrest,
Of alle the londes in the est,

And oth the south half sikeriyk

To the cee taketh of Affryk ;

And the north half to a mountayne,
That is ycleped Caucasyne®.

Forsothe yee shullcn understonde
Twyes is somer in the lon de

And never more wynter ne chalen'.
That londe is ful of al welc;

Twyes hy gadercn fruyt there

And wyne and corne in one yere.

In the londe as | fynde, of Ynde

Ben cités five thousynde;

Withouten ydles and castles,

And boroughs tounes swithe feles’,

In the londe of Y nde thou mighth lore
Nyne thousynde folk of selcouth” manere
That ther non is other yliche ;

Ne held thou it noughth ferlieh

Ac by that thou understonde the gestes
Bethe of man and ek of beestes, & c.

Edward the Second is said to have carried with him to the siege of
Stirling castle, in Scotland, a poet named Robert Boston. He was a
Carmelite friar of Scarborough ; and the king intended that Baston,
being an eye-witness of the expedition, should celebrate his conquest of
Scotland in verse. Hollingshead, an historian not often remarkable
for penetration, mentions tins circumstance as a singular proof of Ed-
ward's presumption and confidence in his undertaking against Scotland :
but a poet seems to have been a stated officer in the royal retinue when
the king went to war'. Baston, however, appears to have been chiefly
a Latin poet, and therefore does not properly fall into our series. At
least his poem on the siege of Striveling castle is written in monkish
Latin hexameters': and our royal bard being taken prisoner in the ex-
pedition, was compelled by the Scotch to write a panegyric, for his

¢ Caucasus. N " chill, cold. ham, a captain in the expedition. He

9 very many. ~uncommon. fourished about A. D. 1200. Tann. Bihi.
~'Leland. Script. Brit. p. 338. Hol- p.591. SeVoss Hist. Lat. p. 441. He
lingsh. Hist.ii.p.217.220. Tannermen- Is called "poeta per earn retatem excel-
tions, as apoet of England, one Gulielmus  lens." See Bal.iii. 45. Pits. 266.
Peregrinus, who accompanied Richard the [See Leland. Script. Brit. p. 228.

Firstinto the Holy Land, and sung his And a note in the editor's first Index,
achievements there in a Latin poem, en-  under GULIELMUS DE CANNO.—ADDI-
titled ODOEI'OHICON RICARDI RPGI8  TIONS] ) )

lib.i. It is dedicated to Huhert arch- 1t is extant in Fordun's Scoti-chron.
bishop of Canterbury, and Stephen Turn- ¢ xxiii. 1. 12
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ransom, on Robert Brus, which is composed in the same style and lan-
guage’. Bale mentions his Poemata, et Rhythmi, Tragoglice et Co-
moglice vulgares. Some of these indeed appear to have been written
in English: but no English pieces of this author now remain. In the
mean time, the bare existence of dramatic compositions in England at
this period, even if written in the Latin tongue, deserve noticein in-
vestigating the progress of our poetry.  For the same reason | must not
pass over alLatin piece, called a comedy, written in this reign, perhaps
by Peter Babyon; who by Bale is styled an admirable rhetorician and
poet, and flourished about the year 1317. This comedy is thus entitled
in the Bodleian manuscript, De Babione et Croceo domino Babionis et
Viola filiastra Babionis quam Croccus duxit invito Babione, et Pecula
uxore Babionis et Fodio suo, &c.™ Itiswritten inlong and short Latin
verses, without any appearance of dialogue. In what manner, if ever,
this piece was represented theatrically, cannot easily be discovered or
ascertained.  Unless we suppose it to have been recited by one or more
of the characters concerned, at some public entertainment. The story
is in Gower's CONFESSIO AMANTIS. Whether Gower had it from this
performance | will not enquire. |t appears at least that he took it from
some previous book.

| find writte of Babio,

"Which had alove at his menage,
Ther was no fairer of hir age,
And hight Viola by name, &c.

“ Leland. ut supr. And MSS. Hari.
1819. Brit. Mus. See dso Wood, Hist.
Ant. Univ. Oxon. i. p. 101.

"Apud Tanner, p. 79.

™ Arch. B. 52.

[I'tisdifficult to account for the decided
yet erroneous manner in which Warton
has spoken of this piece. In the Cotton
manuscript, (Titus A. xx.) the several
parts of the dialogue arc distinguished by
initial capitals; and on the opposite side
stand marginal notices of.the change of
person. Thus: " Babio, Violae; Viola, Ba-
hioni; Fodius, Babioni; Babio, Croceo."
—The Comedy of Geta noticed below, and
aso occurring in the Cotton MS., is found-
ed on the ancient fable of Jupiter's in-
trigue with Alcmena. It is in the same
style of dialogue with Babio, and has si-
milar marginal directions; such as "Ju-
piter, Alcmenae; Alcmena, Jovi." Theline
quoted by Warton occurs in what may be
called the Prologue.  The Cotton MS. af-
fords no clue as to the date of these singu-
lar productions. It contains a farrago of
rhythmical pieces from the time of Oualo
(1160) to Baston and perhaps later. But
in France such pieces appear to have been
current during the twelfth century. Du

Boulay has noticed a tragedy de Flaura ct
Marco, and a comedy called Alda, written
by William of Blois in the reign of Louis
V1l.. (1137-1180). See Hist. Univ. Par.
torn.ii.p.337.—PRICE.]

[The Getais a middle age version of
the subject of one of the comedies of
Plautus, and was probably written about
the same time as the Babio, namely, the
beginning of the thirteenth century. The
author was Vital of Blois (Vitalis Blc-
sensis).  Severa similar poems are found
in MS. in the continental libraries. They
certainly bear no marks of having been
intended for dramatic pieces. The only
MSS. known of the Babio are, the one
in the British Museum, and two in the
Bodleian library : those of the Geta
are very numerous. The latter was first
printed by Angelo Maio, at Rome, and
since by Frederic Osann, at Darmstadt.
A more complete text by the aid of better
MSS., along with the Babio, and some
other similar pieces, has been published
by the writer of thisnote. The Alda was
written by Matthaus Vindocinensis. See
further Dr. Endlicher's excellent Cata-
logue of the Vienna MSS.—W.]
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And had affaited to his hande

His servant, the which Spodius
Was hote, & c.

A fresh a free and friendly man, &c.
Which Croceus by name hight, &c."

In the mean time it seems most probable, that this piece has been at-
tributed to Peter Baby on, on account of the likeness of the name BABIO,
especially as he is aridiculous character. On the whole, there is no-
thing dramatic in the structure of this nominal comedy; and it has cer-
tainly no claim to that title, only as it contains a familiar and comic
story carried on with much scurrilous satireintended to raise mirth. But
it was not uncommon to call any short poem, not serious or tragic, a
comedy. In the Bodleian manuscript, which comprehends Baby oil's
poem just mentioned, there follows COMEDIA DE GET A : thisisin Latin
long and short verses’, and has no marks of dialogue®. In the library
of Corpus Christi college at Cambridge, is a piece entitled COMEDIA
ad monasterium de Huhne ordinis S Benedicti Dioces. Norwic. directa
ad lieformationem seguentem, cufus data est prima die Sgitembris sub
anno Christi 14-77, et a morte Joannis Fastolfe militis eorum benefacto-
ris? precipui 17, in cujus monasterii ecclesia humatur’. Thisis nothing
more than a satyrical ballad in Latin ; yet some allegorical personages
are introduced, which however are in no respect accommodated to see-
nical representation. About the reign of Edward the. Fourth, one Ed-
ward Watson, a scholar in grammar at Oxford, is permitted to proceed
to a degreein that faculty, on condition that within two years he would
write one hundred verses in praise of the university, and also compose a
COMEDY*. The nature and subject of Dante's COMEDY, & it is styled,
iswell known*. The comediés ascribed to Chaucer are probably his
Canterbury Tales. We learn from Chaucer's own words, that tragic

"Lib. v. f. 109. b. Edit. Berth. 1551.
° Carolina composuit, voluitque placere
pocta.

Can della Scdla, Dante thus explains his
own views of Tragedy and Comedy : " Est
comeedia genus quoddam poetira® narra-

Pf 121

9 In the episcopal palace at Norwich is
acurious piece of old wainscot brought
from the monastery of Hulnie at the time
of its dissolution. Among other antique
ornaments are the arms of Sir John Fal-
gaF, their principal benefactor.  This
magnificent knight wes aso a benefactor
to Magdalene College in Oxford. He be-
queathed edtates to that society, part of
which were appropriated to buy liveries
for some of the senior scholars. ~ But this
benefaction in time yielding no more than
a penny a week to the scholars who re-
ceived the liveries, they were called, by
way of contempt, FalsfaJFs buckram -men.

" Miacell. M. p. 274.

® Hist. Antig. Univ. Oxon. ii. 4. cal. 2.

* [ I n the dedication of his Paradise to
VOL. 1.

tionis ab omnibus aliis differens.  Differt
ergo in materia a tragcedia per hoc, quod
tragosdia in principio et admirabilis et
quieta, in fine sive exitu, fcetida et horri-
bilis ... Comonlia vero inchoat asperita-
tem alicujus ret, sed gus materiam pros-
pere terminatur,—Similiter differunt in
Mario loquendi" Me has dso expatiated
upon the distinctive styles peculiar to such
compositions, in his treatise " De vulgari
Eloquentia;" though his precepts when
opposed to his practice have proved a sad
stumbling-block to thecritics: " Per Tra-
geediam superiorcm stylum induimus, per
Comcediam inferiorem...Si tragice canen-
da videntur, turn adsumendum est vulgare
illustrc. Si vero cornice, turn quandoque
mediocre, quandoque humile vulgare su-
matur." Lib.ii.civ,—PRICE.]
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tales were called TRAGEDIES. In
TALE-

the Prologue to the MONKES

TRAGEDY is to tell a certaine story,

As old bokis makin ofte memory,

Of hem that stode in grete prosperite,
And be fallen out of her high degree, &c'

Some of these, the M onke adds, werewritten in prose, others in metre.
Afterwards follow many tragical narratives: of which he says,

TRAGIDIESfirstwol | tell
Of which | have an hundred in ray cell.

Lidgate further confirms what is here said with regard to comedy as
well as tr