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PREFACE.

The circumstances under which this book is published
require a word of explanation. It is rarely that the people of the
State are given the opportunity of celebrating the Sashtiabdapurthi
of their Dewan. During the past sixty years there have been
fourteen Dewans, but only two have celebrated their Sashtiabdapurthi.
Sachivothama Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar is, therefore, the third
Dewan whose Sashtiabdapurthi was celebrated. The event was on
that ground a rare and unique one. It naturally evoke great
interest. It struck me that the sincerity, spontaniety and enthu-
siasm which characterised the State-wide celebration would justify
a permanent record, I, therefore, approached the Dewan with
a request that I might be permitted to chronicle this important
and unique event in the State. He had his own hesitation in
complying with any request. He was of the view that it was a
purely personal matter and doubted whether it was such a matter
of public importance as to be chronicled in a permanent form.
On my pressing the question and explaining to him that it was
an event which aroused unprecedented interest and enthusiasm
everywhere-—in towns and villages, among all classes and com-
munities—he agreed to comply witk my request.

When I entered on my task, I found thac there were many
difficulties. In the first place, there were several gaps for a
full and succinct account. Again, I had my own doubts as to
whether I ¢ould produce such an account as would give room for
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no complaints about certain parties or sections of people ot
particular interests being ignored, or not being treated with
sufficient importance, because the omissions were so many and so
striking. I decided to correspond with several individuals, organ-
isations and agencies for copies of Addresses or other expressions
of congratulations or notes of celebrations conducted or organised
by them. The records of even the Dewan’s speeches were not
complete, because no one had any pre-conceived plan or idea of
publishing an account. However, the replies I received were
very encouraging and indicated that there was a demand for such
a publication. Iam much obliged to various persons and organi-
sations who were good enough to supply me with copies of
Addresses which were presented to the Dewan and also for other
information. Mr. S. Chidambaram, Private Secretary to the
Dewan, very kindly placed at my disposal the nece:sary papers
relating to the subject and also "a collection of Addresses and
Speeches. He was of considerable help to me as a general guide
in all matters of details and furnished me with information where-
ever necessary. As regards most of the Speeches of thre Dewan,
Mr. Chidambaram very readily obliged me with copies. I cannot
be sufficiently grateful to him for the help rendered. The Dewan
has been good enough to go thro’ﬁgh the proof relating to his
personal history and public career in British India. I can never
repay this overwhelming kindness and generous help I was fortunate
enough to get from the Dewan. To the Chief Secretary, Mr, M.
K. Nilakanta Aiyar, B. A., B. L., I am much beholden in a variety
of ways. He has ever been ready and willing to clear my doubts
and also furnish information in connection with the Vaidikik
ceremonies and generally other points of importance. I would
not have been able to deal with certain Chapters but for his help
and for the tips he gave me.
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Dewan Bahadur Rajyasevadhurandhara V. S. Subrahmanya
Aiyar, B. A,, B. L., retired Dewan, has been very obliging in
supplying me with summaries of speeches he made and also for
information on other matters of importance connected with the
celebration, as he had an active part in most of them. I cannot
be sufficiently grateful to him for the help I have received from
him; Mr. K. N. Ramanathan, B. A., Manager, Reuters & the
Associated Press of India, Trivandrum, was good enough to place
at.my disposal the newspaper files in his office from which I was
able to gain much useful information about accounts of celebra-
tions and also summaries of some important speeches made.
The Director of Information also deserves thanks for the infor-
mation supplied by him. Thus, it will be seen cthat every
endeavour has been made to obtain accurate information as
far as possible..

When the printing of the book had advanced and made
good progress, it struck me that the publication of a few select
papers from the learned and valuable writings of Sir C. P. Rama-
swami Aiyar would be a useful addition to the book. T have,
therefore, availed myself of this opportunity to reprint four of
these papers with his permission, as they seemed to me to be
important from the point of view of contemporary interest.
They reveal a sense of passionate nationalism and fervid patrio-
tism which ought to inspire the youth of the land with a desire
to work for their motherland in a spirit of self-sacrifice and self-
discipline without which no great task is possible of achieve-

ment. This is published as Part II.  An Index to this Part is
also added.

The A. R. V. Press, Fort, Trivandrum, has been responsi-
ble not only for printing the book but also for printing the
blocks and for the general get-up. The blocks were made by
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the Bangalore Press which has an established reputation in this
line. In regard to some photos there was great difficuley in
getting a clear picture for the reason that these photographs
were taken in Mofussil stations where one cannot expect a
satisfactory photographer. The best had to be made out of the

materials available. The Bangalore Press deserves credit for
what they have done.

[4

Karamanai, Trivandrum,} A PImanabha jye,,
May, 1940. Journalist



PART I.






PART |

CONTENTS.

CHAPTER I.

Sachivothama Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar,
K.C. I. E,, LL. D.— A Brief Sketch — Birth and
Parentage—Early Education—Honoured by
Government—A Pillar ot the Indian Empire—
Severance from the Indian National Congress
—Adviser to Indian States—As an Educa-
tionist—As a Scout—Appointed Dewan of
Travancore

CHAPTER '[IL.°

The Ceremony—Its Significance and Celebra-
tion—Unique Event—State-wide Celebration
" —Enthusiasm of Christians — Bhaktivilas:
Power-house of Spirituality—Honoured by
His Highness the Maharaja—A Busy Day—
The Garden Farty—Congratulations by Trunk
Telephone S

CHAPTER III.

Appreciation from the People— Addresses and
Speeches—Flood of Requests to present Ad-
dress—Address from the People of Travancore
—The Dewan’s Reply—People’'s Gardenn Party
—The Dewan'’s Reply

CHAPTER 1V.

Move from Corporate Bodies and Associations—
Best in Indian Culture and Tradition—
Honoured by the Travancore University—Con-
ferrgent of LL. D.—Sachivothama Dr. SirC. P.
Ramaswami Aiyar's Reply—Civic Honour for

PAGE,

1—11

12—19

20—34



11

PAGE.
the Dewan—Dewan’s Reply—Dinner by the

Saturday Club—Toast to the Chief Guest—
Presentation of a Souvenir—Sir C. P. Rama-
swami Aiyar's Reply— At the Sri Mulam Club
—The Dewan’s Reply—The Secretariat
Association Dinner—Dewan’'s Reply—At the
Scout Rally — The President’s Speech—
Dewan’s Reply—The Deputy President’s
“ At Home '—Dewan’s Reply 35—835

CHAPTER V. v

Different Communities Honour the Dewan—
Brilliant and Beneficent Administration—The
Nair Service Society—Dewan's Reply—Dinner
by Brahmins — Brahmin’s Felicitations —
Dewan’s Reply—Entertainment by Christians
—The “At Home” by the Syrian Catholics—
The Address—The QCasket— Party by the
Malankara Orthodox Jacobite Syrian Chris-
tian Community—Speech by. the Very Rev.
Ramban Fr. C. M. Thoma—The Address—The
Dewan’s Reply v 86—130

CHAPTER VI.

The Verdict of the Assembly—Non-Official Roso-
lutions of Congratulations—Mr. N. Rama-
krishna Pillai B A, B. L.—Mr. M. L. Janar-
dana Pillai—Mr. T. C. Kesava Pillai—Srimati
Narayani Amma, B. A,—Mr. M. Ramiah Pillai
—Mr. K. Kunju Panikar, B. A., B. L.—Mr. T. T.
Kesava Sastri—Mr. J. E. A. Pereira—MTr.
Kottatil P. Abraham, B. A., B. L.—Mr. K. R.
Narayanan—Mr. N. John Joseph—Deputy
President—Mr. N. Ramakrishna Pillai—Mr.
M. R. Narayana Pillai, Bar-at-Law—Mr. E. E.
Pandarathil—Mr. E. P. Verghese, M. A, B. L.
—Mr. Dominic Joseph, B. A., B, L.—Mr.
P. C. Adichan—MTr. A. K. Kumaran Vydian—
Deputy President e . 131—158



iii

PAGE.
CHAPTER VII.

Memorials—Unprecedented in Number and Un-
matched in Utility—" The Sachivothama Dr.
Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar Sashtiabdapurthi
Memorial Satrom "—The Laying of the Found-
ation Stone—Dr. N. Kunjan Pillai’'s Speech—
Mr. T. R. Venkatarama Sastri’'s Speech—Un-
veiling the Bust—Dr. Kunjan Pillai’s Speech—
The Hon’ble Justice Abdur Rahman’s Speech—
The Chief Secretary’s Speech—* The Sachivo-
thama Dr Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar
Sashtiabdapurthi Memorial English High
School "—Laying of the Foundation Ceremony
—The Salvation Army English School Opened
—Lieut. Commissioner Mackenzie’s Speech—
Dewan’s Reply—Memorial Painting Unveiled

in Thiruvattar—A Town Hall for Thuckalay ... 159—203

Conclusion - ... .o 204—216
Postscript e e R217—-230







PART II.






2

PART 1L

CONTENTS.

The Federal Idea

Indian Political Theories

Philosophy of the Tamils

World Forces and the Super-State ...

APPENDICES.

Appendix I. Dr. Kunjan Pillai’s speech

Appendix II. Select Addresses ..
Appendix III. A Note on the Satrom ...

PAGE.
1— 42
43— 95
96—101
102—121
1— 4
9—30
39






© ®© 2

10.

12.
13.

14.
15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

List of Illustrations.

Frontispiece—Sachivothama Sir C. P. Ramaswami
Aiyar, K. C. 1. E, LL. D, Dewan of Travancore

Bhaktivilas

The Author .

The Dewan waiting for the arrlval of
H. H. The Maharaja

The Dewan at the Temple of
Sri Padmanabha Swami

H. H. The Maharaja welcomed with the ceremony
of Mangalaharathi

Malayala and other Brahmins at Japam

Malayala Brahmins at Japam

The Dewan among the Vaidiks

‘The Abhishekam of the Sacred Water on the Dewan ..

Do. Do. Another View

The Dewan at the Asirvadham ceremony
The guests.of Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar
watching the Vaidik ceremony
The Dewan receiving His Highness the Maharajn
The Dewan, His Highness the Maharaja
and H. H. the Elayaraja
The Members of the Royal Family with thoso
of Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar .
The Abhishekam of the SBacred Water over
the sons of the Dewan .
Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar replying
to the People’s Address
Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar replying
at People’s Party .

Page

S

10
12
14
17
18

20
22

24

%6

32



20.
21.

22.
23.

24.
5.

27.

28.
29.

30.

31.

32.

33.
34.

3.
36.
37.

38.

ii

At the Dewan’s Garden Party

The Dewan’s Garden Party on
Sashtiabdapurthi the day

The Dewan at the People’s Garden Par tv

The Dewan receiving the Degree of LI. D.
from H. H. The Chancellor

Lieut-Col Murphy addressing the First Convocatlon .

The Dewan among the members
of the Saturday Club
The Dewan replying to the Address of
the Sri Mulam Club
Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar with the Blshopq
at the Party given by the Catholic Christians
The Decorated Dais
The Address presented to Sir C P Ramaswaml

Aiyar by the Syrian Catholics inscribed
in Gold Plate

Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar among the
Bishops of the Syrian Catholics
The Garden Party by the Malankara Or thodox
Jacobite Syrian Christian Community
Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar among the Heads of
the Syrian Catholics and the Malankara
Orthodox Syrian Christian Community

The Foundation Laying Ceremony of the Satrom

The Bachivothama Dr. Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar

Sashtiabdapurthi Memorial Satrom—Front
Elevation . ..

Bust of Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar Unveiled
Do. Do. Another View

M. R. Ry T. Kerala Varma, who laid the
Fonndation of the School Building

His Grace the Most Rev. Mar Ivanios,
O.1.C, D D, M. A., Archhishop and
Founder of the School

Page
34

36
39

41

*)
~

29

99

107

109

120

122
163

164

170
179

180

182



39.
40.

41.

42,
43.
44.

46.
47.

48.
49.
50.
ol.
92.

(521 S #21
S

il

School Building as it would be when completed

Sir C. P Ramaswami Aiyar replying to the
Salvation Army Address

Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar among the %alvatlon
Army Officers

The Salvation Army English Mlddle School
The Sachivothama Park, Kottayam
Do Deo. ; Do —Another View
Foundation Laying of the Maternity
Ward, Shencottah
Laying of Foundation of Pay Wald
Muvattupuzha

Foundations Laying of the Matermty Ward
Nedumangad District Hospital

Laying the Foundation of the Town Hall, Attingal ...

Mefnorial Lamp, Warkalai
Celebration by the Harijans
Poor Feeding of the Harijaus at a Haman Hostel

Poor Feeding on the Sashtiabdapurthi Day
»in a Moffusil Station

Poor'Feeding on the Sthtlabdapurthl—
Another View

Poor Feeding of Harijans
The Dewan received in Madras on arrival after
celebrating the Sashtiabdapurthi

Page
182

184

187
189
191
195

199

215
216

219









uesme( ©Y} JO eoueplsel [¢IOWO oY3 ‘ee([A1NTUY







CHAPTER 1

Sachivothama

Sir C. P. Ramaswamy Aiyar
K. C. L E., LL. D.

A Brief Sketch.

To attempt a life sketch of Sachivothama Sir C. P. Rama-
swamy Aiyar—however brief it may be—is a difficult task. In the
first place, his career has been crowded with such great and far-
reaching «_ax;ents', such vast and varied problems of India-wide,
nay, world-wide importance that the range one has to cover is
an extensive one including all activities of hunian interest and
importance. It is, therefore, possible only to outline in a
broad manner the main lines of his remarkable activities.

~

Birth and Parentage.

He was born at Wandiwash on 12th November, 1879 of a
family saturated with law and legal administration—men who had
in their time made a name for themselves whether as practising
lawyers or as judicial ofticers of considerable reputation. His
father was the late Mr. C. R. Pactabhirama Aiyar who was a well
known -member of the Bar at Tanjore and later on in Madras.
His legal talents and standing in the profession drew the attention
of Government and he was offered the post of a Judge of the
City Civil Court in Madras. He accepted the post and in a
few years won the confidence of both the Government and the
litigang publi¢ by his impartial administration of justice,
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Early Edueation and Career.

Young Ramaswamy received his early education in the
Wesleyan Mission High School, Madras, and later on joined the
Presidency College from which he graduated at the eatly age of
19, winning several prizes and medals. The Collegiate career of
this “prize”’ boy, as he was called, was so remarkable that
every one of his Professors prophesied for-him a distinguished
career in life. Having taken a very high place in the University
pass list, he turned to the study of law and joined the Law
College, Madras. There too he easily won distinction and pass-
ed his B. L. Degree In 1903 he was enrolled as an apprentice
under that “ Lion’’ of the Madras Bar, the late Mr. V. Krishna-
swamy Aiyar, who later on was elevated to the high position of a
Member of the Madras Executive Council. In a few yedrs Mr.
C. P, Ramaswamy Aiyar rose to a high position in .the Bar, his
work being mostly on the original side. He commanded an
extensive practice and soon reached the top. It was about this
time (1g11) that, having assured himself of his eminent position
in the Bar, he stood for election as a member of the Senate of
the Madras University. It is within the knowledge of the writer
of this sketch that, when the late Mt. V. P. Madhava Rao, C. 1. E.,,
was approached for his vote, he remarked thac the young man
was bound to make his mark in the public life of the country.
Later events have proved how correct was this prophecy. Even
as regards highly gifted persons, it is said that circumstances
make the man and that was so in the case of Mr. C. P. Rama-
swamy Aiyar too. This fillip to his future fame as a lawyer of
all-India eminence was supplied by the well known Krishnamurthi
case which may be taken as an important landmark in his fucure
career as a lawyer. It not only opened out a new avenue for
him in that he was after that time engaged in almost all important
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and sensational cases in the Madras High Court, but also
secured for him the admiration and friendship of Dr. Besant
through whom Mr. Ramaswamy Aiyar gained many cultured and
influential friends in England and other foreign countries.

Honoured by Government.

By this time Mr. Ramaswamy had attained his right
place in the Bar. The Government of Madras had marked him
for preference in the service. He was, therefore, offered the high
and coveted post of Advocate-General to the Madras Govern-
ment. He accepted the place in 1920, which was only a step-
ping stone to higher honours. For, two years later, he was ap-
pointed Law Member and in 1925 he became Vice-President of
the Madras Executive Council. Higher positions under Govern-
ment, while affording greater and wider opportunities for service,
also create critical * situations which make or mar men. It was
under such trying circunistances that, as Member in charge of
Irrigation and Public Works, the two well known schemes of
Mettur and Pykara had to be disposed of by him, schemes
which eluded the statesmanshtp and practical wisdom of several
of his predecessors in service and which Sir. C. P. carried out
with courage irf his hands and solved them to the lasting benefic
of the peasant population.” The marvellous successes which
followed the completion of these two projects have convinced
the world of the long vision, great far-sightedness and high im-
agination which form the keystone of his statesmanship and
patriotism.  Soon after this he was madea K. C, L E, in 192s.
Though he relinquished his high office under the Government of
Madras and reverted to the Bar, he was not allowed to have his
own way, for the call came from the Government of India and
he was appointed in 1931 and 1932 for brief periods as a Member
of the Viceroy’s Executive Council in charge of Law and
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Commerce. Another testimony to his all-round capacity and
varied talents was his being made by the Government of India a
Member of the Government of India Committee on Secretariat
Procedure in 1935. He had a prominent voice in the shaping
of the recommendations of this Committee.

A Pillar of the Indian Empire.

By this time, the subject of this sketch had come to be
regarded practically as a pillar of the Indian Empire. Evidently,
his vast and varied experiénce as a suceessful administrator and
his position as the unquestioned leader of the Bar in Madras,
had awakened the Home Government and the Government of
India to a recognition of his eminence as a lawyer as well as his
proved capacity as a counsellor on other administrative problems.
His services were sought as a member of several Corfimitees
created for the solution of problems calculated to, adwance the
prosperity and happiness of the people. He was first invited to
give evidence before the Southborough Commission on Indian
Reforms. He was later on made a member of the War Con-
ference whieh assembled at New Delhi where hc made very
useful suggestions and he was reckoned as a very helpful. member.
Then came the Weston Committee on Finance at whose invitation
he gave evidence. On all these Committees he made himself
heard and his opinions commanded respect. His individuality
was felt everywhere on the solution of the problems that came
up for consideration. It is well known and an oft-quoted fact
that Mr. Edwin Montague, the Secratary of State for India,
entertained high regard for Sir C. P. Ramaswamy Aiyar. When
he and Lord Chelmsford were touring in India in connection
with Indian Reforms, Sir C. P. Ramaswamy Aiyar was one of those
invited to give evidence before the Reforms Enquiry Commission.
It..was on that occasion that Mr, Montague recorded. the
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observation that “ C. P. Ramaswamy Aiyar was one of the cleverest
men’’ he had met in India. In 1919 he gave evidence in London
before the Joint Parliamentary Committee on Indian Reforms.
He was then selected as a member of the Committee to frame
Rules under the 1919 Reforms Act. That the Home Govern-
ment were well impiessed with the outstanding abilities of Sir
C. P. Ramaswamy Aiyar is evident from another circumstance.
When the question of Indian Reforms was again taken up in
1931, this eminent son of India was not forgotten. He was
nominated a Delegate to the Indian Round Table Conference and
also a member of th: Federal Structure Committee of the Round
Table Conference. He served on the Consultative Committee
of the Round Table Conference also. In 1933 he was appointed
as a member of the Joint Select Committee of Parliament on
Indian“Reforms.: It is of interest to note here that in 1926 the
state of Interpational politics demanded his service. For, both
in that year and in 1927 the Government of India requisitioned
his services -and sent him to the League of Nations as the
representytive of India and was subsequently deputed to the League
of Nations as Rapporteur to the League of Nations Committee
on Public Health., When the Government of India decided to
send a representative to London to the World Economic Con-
ference, the choice fell on Sir C. P. Ramaswamy Aiyar who was

the Indian Delegate.

Severance from the Indian National Congress.

As so aptly observed by Mr. T. R. Venkatarama Sastry at the
foundation laying ceremony of the Memorial Satrom near the Rail-
way Station, the active spirit of Sir C. P. could never be repress-
ed. Though he had enough work as a practising lawyer, judged
from the ordinary point of view and under normal conditions of
human activities, he pever rest contented, He was determined
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to participate in the political agitation which reached rather an
acute stage in Madras.  Civic affairs were equally in an agitated
state and Sir C. P. Ramaswamy Aiyar thought that that was the
time for his restless spirit and virile activity. He had already
become in 1911 a member of the Madras Corporation and also
an active member of the Indian National Congress. The
amount of earnestness and enthusiasm he displayed in the cause
of the Congress was such that in 1917 he-was elected as one of
its General Secretaries. It was about that time that the Indian
National Congress began’ to be dominated by extremist ele-
ments which gained influence. In spite of his best efforts to
bring about peaceful working and a compromise among the two
parties, he did not succeed and he thought it was better for him
to retire temporarily from the politics of the Indian National
Congress. Even then he found that there were other.fields which
afforded opportunities for loyal service to promote, the cause of
India. After abandoning Congress politics he found the school
of politics of Mrs. ~Annie Besant perfectly agreeable to his ideas
and temperment. He, therefore, became 2 Home Ruler and
threw in his lot with Mrs. Besant. He did a good deal of work
under the banner of Mrs. Besant. There also he could not pull
on well with Mrs. Besant and so he retired from active politics
in British India.

Adviser to Indian States.

He toured in Indian States on special invitation and
established connection with them. It is worthy of note that
Travancore was the first State in all India which requisitioned
his services. That was in connection with an off-shoot of
the Ashe murder case. His services were retained when a very
important side issue was engaging the attention of the
Madras High Court. It was in 1912 during the time of the late
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Sri Mulam Thirunal. The able manner in which he carried. out
the delicate commission evoked appreciation from His Highness.
It led to another important brief for him, but this time in his
capacity as Advocate-General. In Travancore the management of
temples had for a long time been merged with the ordinary Land
Revenue Department. On account of this fact only caste Hindus
were employed in the Land Revenue Department, as it is the
subordinate members of the Land Revenue Department who were
managing the Devaswams and admission to these Devaswams or
temples was confined to caste Hindus alone. Thus there was a
bar against non-Hindus and non-caste Hindus being employed
in the Land Revenue Department which led to considerable
agitation and heart-burning. What was asked for by the non-
Hindu and non-caste Hindus was the separation of the Devaswam
from the Land Revenue Department, which alone, it was
contended, would enable a large section of His Highness the
Ma\haraja’s subjects being admitted into the plum of the service.
Before effecting separation of the Devaswam from the
Land Revenue Department there were some outstanding
questions of legal importance which were referred to Sir C. P.
Ramaswamy Aiyar. His opinion helped the State to solve the
problem without its prestige” as a Hindu State being affected.
The Devaswams also suffered no loss or dignity. It was on
those lines that Sir C. P. Ramaswamy Aiyar helped the State.
From that time he was consulted on various occasions on many
matters of considerable importance and on every one of those
opportunities His Highness the lare Sri Mulam Thirunal Maha-
raja found Sir C. P. Ramaswamy Aiyar highly useful and trust-
worthy. The next State that sought his services was Cochin.
In 1928 Cochin was in need of a competent representative in
connection with the Butler Enquiry Committee. Sir C. P. Rama-
swamy Aiyar was chosen to represent Cochin. The result was
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highly satisfactory.  After the deliberations of the Butler En-
quiry Committee were over, a Sub-Committee was appointed in
1930 to draft a constitution for bringing out better and more
cordial relations between British India and the Indian States. That
was the first step towards the idea of Federation of Indian States.
Sir C. P. Ramaswamy Aiyar was made a member of this Com-
mittee. In the year 1931 when His Highness the Maharaja was
invested with Ruling powers, Sir C. P. Ramaswamy Aiyar was
appointed Legal and Constitutional Adviser. In announcing the
new appointment His Highness the Maharaja described Sir
C.P.Ramaswamy Aiyar ““as a trusted friend of my family . The
investiture boon which was announced by His Highness, namely,
the Constitutional Reforms, would not have been possible but
for the assiduous and continuous help rendered by Sir C. P. Rama-
swamy Aiyar, who was then behind the scene-as Legal and Con-
stitutional Adviser to His Highness the Maharaja. The system
of bicameral legislature then initiated is now the current coin in
the State. The original way in which this bicameral legislalﬁure
was framed by Sir C. P. Ramaswamy Aiyar for Travancore is
being adopted by other States now. Since then this legislature
has been working in Travancore for the past seven years with
success. It was this reform which evoked from His Excellency
Lord Willingdon, the late Viceroy, the following encomium. In
laying the foundation stone of the new Council Chambers building
in December, 1933, His Excellency observed thus:—

“Travancore has, in the matter of constitutional reforms, always
moved in the van of progress. This scheme of constitutional reforms has
anticipated the larger Reform Schemo for the whole of India which bas
been sngaging the active and earnest consideration of His Majesty’s
Government and the Government of India for some years”,

Under this scheme Travancore has the largest measure of
representative Government among the Indian States. Since then
Sir C. P.. Ramaswamy Aiyar has, on special invitation, drafted
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Constitutional Reforms for the State of Jammu and Kashmir,
Gwalior, Bikanir and a few other States. In March 1933 there
was a special session of the Chamber of Princes held in New
Delhi under the presidency of His Excellency Lord Willingdon,
the Viceroy and Governor General of India, to discuss the White
Paper on Indian Reforms, with special reference to the scheme
of Federation of Indian States. In connection with the deli-
berations of that momentous session, Sir C. P. Ramaswami
Aiyar was elected by the Princes as the Chairman of the
Committee which was appointed to consider the White Paper.

As an Educationist.

It is rarely that a high class administrator and statesman
gets opportunities to study educational problems in all their
details and becornes thoroughly acquainted with their- bearing on
the practical side. But Sir C. P. is an exception. He was a
very active and enthusiastic member of the Senate and Syndicatce
of the Madras University when he was a practising lawyer in
Madras and was able to gain inner knowledge of the working of
the educational system and the defects. The various discussions
in which he took part reveal the wealth of information he had
and the soundness of his suggestions on various topics connected
with this problem. He was also a Trustee for several years of
the Pachaiyappa’s Educational institutions and took great and
personal interest in the promotion of Technical and Professional
education. His high proficiency in history and economics and
his general culture were taken advantage of by several Universities
in India. and also by certain.Foundations. In 1928 he was
invited by the Mysore University to deliver the annual lectures
under the Sri Krishnarajendra Foundation and in 1932 he was
invited by the Calcutta Universiry to deliver the Tagore Lectures.
In the same year he was invited by the new University of Delhi

(2)
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CHAPTER 1II

The Ceremony.

Its Significance and Celebration.

According to the stience of Astrology man’s complete
life consists of 120 years. Considered from this point of
view completion of sixty years is the stage when he reaches
the zenith of his life in this mundane sphere. It is, therefore,
rightly described as ** the apex of the middle arch in the span of
human life. “ Sashtiabdapurthi”’ is composed of three words,
Sashti meaning Sixty, Abda year and Purthi signifying completion.
According to Western conception also the attainment of sixty
years is an important landmark in one’s life. Even in any of
the Hindu texts no special significance is attached besond the
conception of this idea. As every stage in the life of a Hindu
is marked by certain limitations which are interpreted by religious
ceremonics and rituals, the attainment of sixty yéars is signalised
by the performance of Santi which simply means purification—
both bodily as well as spiritual. This is the -object of Santi,
whether it is performed on a small or big scale. It is a com-
monly understood principle of Medical Science and the Laws of
Public Health that human body ceases to grow from the
completion of 6o years of age and in average cases deterioration
begins from this stage. Though this ceremony is not prescribed
as compulsory, much importance has come to be given to it by
Hindus of the middle class who celebrate the event, each
according to his or her means. .
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Unique Event.

During the past sixty years there have been fourteen Dewans
of the State. Only two Dewans have had the privilege and
good fortune to celebrate this auspicious event when holding
this high office. They were The Hon’ble V. Rama Iyengar
C.S.I. (1880-1885) and S, Shungrasubhyier C.I. E. (1892-1898).
It will thus be seen that a Dewan’s Sashtiahdapurthi is a rare event.
On this ground the people of the State were looking forward for
the celebration of the Sashtiabdapurthi of Sachivothama Sir C. P.
Ramaswami Aiyar, K. C. I. E., LL.D., the Dewan. The fact that
the birthday of the Dewan falls on the next day of that of His

Highness the Maharaja added to the interest of this rare and
unique event.

State-wide Celebration.

Trivandrum, the capital city, was the first to give the lead
in the matter of celebrating it. In pursuance of a numerously
signed manifesto containing the names of the prominent in-
habitantsyof the State a public meeting was held in the Victoria
Jubilee Town Hall on the 6th September and was presided over
by Dewan.Bahadur Rajyasevadhurandra, V. S. Subrahmanya Iyer
B. A., B. L., the’"Retired Dewan of Travancore. The resolution
passed at this meeting was to the effect that the auspicious event
should be celebrated in a fitting manner, that an Address from
the people of Travancore should be presented to the Dewan and
that a Garden Party should also be held in honoutr of the event.
Similar meetings were held in several moffusil stations in the
State by the different classes and communities and by the
important representative bodies and Associations in the State.
The Nair Service Society, the accredited organ of the Nair
community, held a separate meeting and passed suitable resolutions,
while its subsidiary bodies like the Kara Yogams, about 1,200 in
number, also passed resolutions felicitating the Dewan on the
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completion of his Sashtiabdapurthi and placing on record thdir
grateful appreciation of his memorable services to the State.

Enthusiasm of Christians.

The Christian community was no less enthusiastic. The
different denominations vied with one another in showing their
regard and respect for him. Such denominations as the Catholics,
Mar Thoma, Malankara Orthodox Jacobites, South Indian United
Church, ctc., joined the movement whole-heartedly. The
Roman Catholics in Trivandrum under the banner of their
Bishop, The Right Rev. Dr. Vincent Dereere, held a public
meeting. In addition to this, the Bishop issued a pastoral
enjoining on the members of his flock the desirability of celebrat-
ing the event in a becoming manner. It was stated in this
pastrol that on November g the joy bell should be rung and
that the next day (the Sashtiabdapurthi Day) a sclemn Te Deum
should be sung after Holy Mass at the Cathedral Chuch in
Trivandrum, prayers being offered in all the churches in the
Diocese the next day, i. e., Sunday. The pastoral wew: on;—

“ As loyal subjects of His Highness the Maharaja we are in duty bound
to honour His Highness' able and devoted Minister, Sachivothama Sir
C. P Ramaswami Aiyar, and to ccngratulate bim on th: occasion of the
celebration of his Sashtiabdapurthi.

We are glad to record here with great appreciation the valuable
sorvices rendered by the Dewan to His Highness the Maharaja. His vast
experience, diplomatic skill and administrative ability have greatly helped
to bring Travancore to the forefront among 1ndian States, Let us avail
ourselves of this solemn occasion to express our gratitude to the Dewan
and pray God to grant him light and strengtb to continue successfully to
help His Highness our beloved Maharaja in the administration of the
State .

The Muslims held public meetings in various centres
and passed resolutions containing similar sentiments of public
rejoicings and loyal demonstrations. Such .minor communities
as the Coast Christians, Harijans, etc., also had similar demons:
rations of joy held in the different parts of the State under
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their respective leac{ers. Each community claimed the Dewan as
its own protector and friend. One remarkable feature of the
celebration was the spontaniety which marked the movement to
honour the Dewan and it may be unhesitatingly averred that on
no previous occasion has the whole State, irrespective of caste
or creed, bestirred itself so enthusiastically to honour its Dewan.
It was in the midst of such unerring indications of a people’s
rejoicings that the event was ushered in.
Bhakthivilas : Power House of Spirituality.

Coming to the day of celebration, it has to be said at the
outset that Bhakcthivilas, the official residence of the Dewan, was
en fete with decorations of every kind. Arches, festoons, flags
and greenery of all descriptions attracted the attention of the
visitors. Special P:‘mdals erected and magnificently decorated under
command of His Highness the Maharaja provided ample and
comfortable accommodation for the hundreds of invited guests,
While these temporary buildings were spectaculat in their effect,
the main l}ungalo_w was converted into a power-house of religi-
ousness and spirituality. The day dawned from an early hour
for the Vaidik ceremonies to commence. Long rows of Japakkars
(reciters of']apam). divided into several groups were seen busily
engaged in their spiritual task which imparted to the whole
atmosphere a tempo of religiousness and spirituality the solemn-
ity of which could be felt only by those piously inclined. The
main items of religious ceremonies were (1) Maha Rudra Japam,
(2) Dbara Homam, (3) Santi Japam, (4) Santi Homam and
(5) Ayushya Homam. What is done is to keep in the middle
of each group of Japakkars a brass pot full of water, the pot
being well decorated with flowers. After puja is performed to
these pots containing water, Japam is started. What every
Hindu believes unquestioningly is that the chanting of these
Mantrams has the power of imparting spirituality. After the
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prescribed course of Japam the individual in whose behalf
the Japams are conducted squats on a wooden plank
and the pot of cold water is emptied on his head one after
another. This ordeal was gone through by Sir C. P. Rama-
swamy Aiyar with great pleasure, as he is a devout believer in
the efficacy of these Mantrams. During the chanting of these
Mantrams Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar caused surprise among
the Vaidik circle by reciting Mantrams himself in a faultless
manner and in right intonation and with proper rythm. The
gentleman stylishly dressed in his close-buttoned long coat with
dhothi or Jodhpur breeches is now a veritable Vaidik in his Soman
and Angavastram closely following the Japams and sometimes
joining the priests around and about him in their recitation.
His friends and well-wishers who had assembled to witness these
ceremonijes now saw that the intellectual giant ‘to whose remark-
able performances they are accustomed was, in an equal measure, a
well-proportioned athlete concentrated for work of a different
kind which he chee:fully went through with the spirit and
enthusiasm of sturdy youth, combined with the coolness, compo-
sure and serenity of growing age.

Early in the morning before the commencement of the
religious functions he went to the temple of Sri Padmanabha for
worship. Most of the officers were also present and accom-
panied him.

Being anxious to see that the religious ceremonies prescribed
by the Sastras are performed in the best manner and in the most
effective way, Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar took meticulous care
to select only those who were well versed in the Hindu lore
and thoroughly aquainted with the ceremonies and rituals. As
the required number of Vaidiks with the best of qualifications
were not available in Trivandrum, a large number of men of Sastric
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culture and learning were imported from such places as Tanjore,
Kumbakonam, Salem, Conjeevoram, Madras, etc., and every one of
these religious and pious persons was liberally rewarded for their
help and co-opera<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>