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PREFACE

MORE than thirty years have elapsed since the
death of Field-Marshal Viscount Gough, and more
than fifty since he commanded, for the last time,
an army in the field. His services to his country,
rendered in the Peninsula, in China, and in India,
give him a claim to remembrance among the
distinguished soldiers who have added large tracts
of country to the dominions of the British Crown,
and, but for one important consideration, a Life of
Lord Gough would have been published Jong ere
now. The delay has been due to the 'fact that
the years of Lord Gough's Indian command were
marked by a series of controversies with other
eminent representatives of the British power in
India, and more especially (as is almost invariable
in the case of a Commander-in-Chief) with succes
sive Governors-General. Viscount Gough himself
decided that it was inadvisable, in his own lifetime,
to reveal the differences of opinion that existed
between the military and the civil authorities,
and he preferred to permit his whole military
policy to be misunderstood by the press and the
public rather than to defend himself by embarking
upon an embittered personal controversy. This
attitude was maintained by his family after his
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death, and statements which are demonstrably
unfair to Lord Gough have passed unquestioned,
in numberless works relating to India, or to mili-
tary history. After these many years, the time
seemed to have arrived when the discussion might
be reopened, without any indiscretion, and the
present work is an attempt to present at once a
record of Lord Gough's career, and a vindication
of his military policy from the charges which are
most frequently brought against it.

The fact that these charges, originally unsub-
stantiated and never proved, have been permitted
to remain so long unchallenged, explains the dis-
tinctly controversial character of thisbook. When,
in the summer of 1901, the present Viscount
Gough placed at my disposal the whole of the
voluminous correspondence of his Grandfather, my
first intention was to prepare a simple statement
of fact, without reference to definite accusations
against Lord Gough's generalship made by parti-
cular individuals. This scheme soon proved im-
possibleto carry out, partly because of the difficulty
involved in establishing the truth of any contro-
verted statement without reference to the contrary
view expressed elsewhere, and partly because any
unwillingness to meet, freely and fully, the charges
of those who have subjected Lord Gough's repu-
tation -to the severest censure, might seem to
amount to an acceptance of the adverse verdict
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upon his career. It became, therefore, necessary
to refer to a number of works on Indian or
military history, and it was equally necessary
to deal frankly with the disagreements between
Lord Gough, Lord Hardinge, and Lord Dalhousie,
and to place ‘the reader in a position to form a
clear judgement on the subject. Contradictions
on points of detail have, as a rule, been rele-
gated to footnotes, and every effort has been
made to avoid attaching undue importance to side
issues; but it must be admitted that the book
is, throughout the section dealing with India,
a contribution to a military controversy. It is
only right that | should add, in this connexion,
that, while the Viscount Gough has afforded me
every facility in the preparation of this work,
neither he nor any other member of his family
has in any way interfered with my freedom of
action, or influenced the shape which the work has
taken. The responsibiUty for every statement made
and every view expressed in these pages rests solely
with myself, and if | have written a defence of
the General whose life | have attempted to tell,
it is because my materials made such a defence the
only possible form that abiography of Lord Gough
could take.

The nature of my subject, connected with so
many different periods and countries, has led me
to crave help in many quarters, and it is a pleasant
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duty to acknowledge much indebtedness of various
kinds. | have to thank the Viscount Gough and
numerous members of the Gough family for
entrusting to my care many valuable records, and
for rendering me ever willing aid. | am especially
indebted to MS. collections left by the late Colonel
theHon. G. H. Gough, who had devoted much atten-
tion to the subject. My debt to him relates more
particularly to the period of the Peninsular War.
By the courtesy of the representatives of the late
Marquis of Dalhousie | have been permitted to quote
from his correspondence, and | have received help
from Sir William Lee Warner, whose forthcoming
biography of Lord Dalhousie will throw additional
light upon many topics discussed here. Sir Henry
Lawrence, Bt., has been good enough to afford me
access to the manuscripts of his distinguished
grandfather, and Mrs. Rivington kindly lent me
some letters of her late father, General Sir John
Littler. | have had the privilege of consulting
several distinguished soldiers who were themselves
present at one or other of Lord Gough's battles,
and, in this connexion, | cannot omit the names
of Genera Sir Frederick Goldsmid, K.C.S.1., who
served in the First ChinaWar, General Sir J. Luther
Vaughan, K.C.B., who fought under General Littler
at Mahargjpore, General Sir James Fraser Tytler,
K.C.B., who was A.D.C. to Lord Gough in the First
Sikh War, and the late General Colin Cookworthy,
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who was in Christie's Troop of Horse Artillery at
Chillianwalla. Two obligationsof this nature are so
great that they cannot be incidentally mentioned.
Field-Marshal Sir Frederick Haines, G.C.B., who
was Lord Gough's military secretary, has been good
enough to discuss with me, on many occasons, the
two Sikh campaigns, and | owe much to hiswonderful
memory which scarcely required the corroboration
afforded by the Diary which he kept throughout the
wars. | have fully availed myself of the generous
kindness with which he placed his recollections at my
service; he has saved me from many errors, and
has explained the real importance of many inci-
dents which have generally been misunderstood.
No words of mine can render thanks for such a
tribute of affection and respect for the memory of
his Chief. | have been, throughout the preparation
of the work, in constant communication with
another survivor of the Punjab campaign, Genera
Sir Charles Gough, G.C.B., V.C., the co-author of
The Skhs and the Skh Wars, abook which is indis-
pensable for a thorough study of the subject. Sir
Charles Gough's intimate acquaintance with the
Indian history of the period has been of great value
to me, and, like Sir Frederick Haines, he has been
good enough to read the book in proof-sheet. Field-
Marshal the Viscount Wolseley and Admiral Sir
CyprianBridge, K.C.B., Commander-in-Chief on the
China Station, have honoured me with criticisms



X PREFACE

and suggestions on portions of the book: Lord
Wolseley on the Sikh Wars and Sir Cyprian
Bridge on the China War. Even at the cost of
swelling a list of acknowledgements already very
large, | must gratefully thank a number of
personal friends, including Professor Y ork Powell,
Professor Oman (who read the portion relating to
the Peninsular War), Mr. H. A. L. Fisher of New
College, Mr. R. P. Dunn-Pattison of Magdalen Col-
lege, and Mr. John S. C. Bridge of Lincoln's Inn,
to all of whom | owe helpful criticism of proof-
sheets. The classification and calendaring of the
manuscripts on which the work is based, has been
performed by two of my former pupils, Mr. E. G.
Pidcock and Mr. H. E. Bowman, and by Mr. R W.
Jeffery of Brasenose College, to the careful labours
of all of whom is due the completion of the volume
withintwo years. The other friends and colleagues
whom | have consulted on various points will be
good enough to believe that my gratitude is none
the less sincere that it is unrecorded in a Preface
which is aready so personal that | must plead,
once more, the nature of my subject as my excuse
for contracting so many obligations.

ROBERT S. RAIT.

NEW COLLEGE, OXFORD.
September, 1903.
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PARENTAGE AND EARLY LIFE

READERS of Diana of the Crossways will remember
that the opening scene of that great book is laid in
Dublin. ' Inthe Assembly Rooms of the capital city
of the Sister Island there was a public ball, to cele-
brate the return to Erin of a British hero of Irish
blood, after hisvictorious!Indian campaign; amighty
struggle splendidly ended." Mr. Meredith drew
from the life his portrait of that'fineold warrior,
tall, straight, grey-haired, martial in his aspect and
decorations,” for he had seen him after his return
from the East, old in years, but "with his uniform
and his height and his grey head, like a glorious
October day just before the brown leaves fall." The
"Lord Larrian' of Diana was intended to represent
Hugh, first Viscount Gough, who had added the
Punjab to the Queen's dominions in India. This
last achievement was but the culminating point of
alife spent in the service of the Empire. The old
soldier who unbuckled his sword after his crowning
victory of Gujerat, had put on his armour fifty-six
years before, and during that long period he had
faced his country's enemies in every quarter of the
globe. His apprenticeship to the art of war was
served in South Africa and the West Indies; he

won his early reputation in Wellington's Peninsular
| B
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army; and he commanded in sixteen separate
actions in China and in India. It is the story of
this strenuous and devoted life that we propose
here to tell.

About the middle of the reign of James I, three
brothers, Eobert, Francis, and Hugh Gough, made
their way from England to Ireland. They were
the sons of Hugh Gough, Rector of All Cannings,
Wiltshire, and grandsons of John Gough of Strat-
ford, in the same county. Al three were graduates
of the University of Oxford, and all alike were in
holy orders. Their father was also a member of
that University ; he appears as a clerk of Magdalen
Collegein 1560, and he was Rector of Little Cheve-
rell before being presented to All Cannings in
1593. He married a lady of Devonshire birth,
Jane Clifford of Clifford Hall, and, in due course,
five of their sons were matriculated in the Univer-
sity. The brothers, as was not unusual in those
days, went up to Oxford in couples ; the two eldest,
Eobert and William, entered Balliol College in
1603, aged nineteen and seventeen respectively;
ten years later, another pair, Francis, aged eighteen,
and Edward, aged seventeen, became members of
St. Edmund Hall; and finally, they were followed
by Hugh, who matriculated from New College in
1617. The family included at least two other
children, for Hugh is described as the seventh son;
but of the others nothing is known, Of the two
sons who remained in England, the elder, William,
left the University without taking a degree, and
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became steward to the Earl of Warwick; the
younger, Edward, became successively Rector of
Great Cheverell, in Wiltshire, and of Over Moigne,
in Dorset, besides holding, from 1629, the dignity
of a canon of Salisbury. The founder of the family
fortunes in Ireland was the eldest brother, Robert
Gough, who became, in 1615, precentor of Limerick
Cathedral, and in 1628, Archdeacon of Ardfert.
Francis, the most distinguished of the five, left
St. Edmund Hall, before taking his B.A. degree,
in order to become a clerk of New College, but he
had returned to the Hall before proceeding to his
Master's degree in 1618. In the same year, he
followed his brother to Ireland, and was made
Chancellor of Limerick Cathedral. In 1626, he was
appointed to the see of Limerick, which he held
till 1634, when he died, leaving a family of eight
children. The seventh son, Hugh, the bearer of
the family name, also found what Anthony k Wood
describes as ' a just opportunity of going into Ire-
land," and in 1626 he succeeded his brother as
Chancellor of Limerick, inwhich cathedral he like-
wise held a prebend .* This Wiltshire family of
Goughs, who sided with Church and King in the
Civil Wars, must be distinguished from another
branch which produced a distinguished Puritan
divine and a Cromwellian officer, who was one of
the regicides.

! Our information about these brothers is derived from
Foster's Alumni Oxonienses, Clark's Register of the Univer-
sity of Oxford, and Wood's Athenae Oxonienses.

B2
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There is some dubiety® as to whether the family
of Gough of Woodsdown, co. Limerick, to which
the subject of this memoir belonged, take their
descent from Francis Gough, Bishop of Limerick,
or from his brother, Hugh; a persistent family
tradition, which can be traced back to the middle
of the eighteenth century, asserts that George
Gough of Woodsdown, who was born in 1751, was
seventh in descent from the Bishop. The Goughs
had, in the interval, remained faithful to Ireland,
and had intermarried with families who, like them-

! The difficulty arises from a question regarding the date
of the death of Hugh Gough, the Bishop's younger brother,
who, aswe have said, succeeded him as Chancellor of Limerick
in 1626. A Hugh Gough, Chancellor of Limerick, made his
will in 1682, and died in 1684. From this Hugh Gough the
first Viscount was unquestionably descended, and, if he was
the Chancellor of 1626, then the family traces its origin not
to the Bishop but to his brother. But it ssems probable that
the testator of 1682 and the Chancellor of 1626 are in fact
different persons, for, according to Cotton's Fasti, (1) in 1662
Hugh Gough, Chancellor of Limerick, petitioned to be excused
part of his duties on the ground of ' great age and infirmity,’
and (2) in 1670 his office was vacated. It is not likely that
such an office was vacated except by death, and the fact that
the testator of 1682 leaves his wife sole executrix seems to
suggest that he was a younger man than the Chancellor who
was very old in 1662. The family tradition is that Hugh
Gough, the Bishop's brother, died in 1670 at the age of
seventy-one (a very old age for those days), and that the
Hugh Gough who died in 1684 was his nephew and successor,
a son of the Bishop. This tradition is supported by a state-
ment made by the Ulster King of Armsin 1816 to the effect
that neither of the Bishop's brothers, Robert and Hugh, left
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saves, were of English birth, but resident in
Ireland—the Millers of Ballicasey, co. Clare, and
the Wallers of Castle Waller, co. Tipperary. George
Gough of Woodsdown (1751-1836) married, in
January, 1775, Letitia Bunbury, the daughter of
Thomas Bunbury of Lisnevagh and Moyle, co.
Clare, and their descendants added new and greater
glories to the traditional distinction which the
name of Gough had acquired in the seventeenth
century.

George Gough himself had won military laurels
in the memorable ' ninety-eight.” He first appears,
nine years before his marriage, as Cornet 'to that
Troop, whereof the Earl of Ancrum is Captain, in
the fourth Eegiment of HorseV He was, in this
respect, following an example set by his father (who

any issue. If we accept the view here stated, the descent of
the family is as follows:—
Francis Gough, Bishop of Limerick.

Hugh Gough, Rector of Rathkeale, and Chancellor of
Limerick Cathedral, d. 1684.

|
George Gough, Rector of Rathkeale.
i

Hugh Gough, bf Kilfinning.
Hugh Gough, of Garrane.
George Gough, jof Woodsdown.

George Gough, of Woodsdown, father of F.-M. Viscount
Gough.
! The Commission is dated August 30, 1768, and is signed
by George | | | and Lord Shelburne.
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GEORGE GOUGH, of Woodsdown, co. Limerick (1751-1836), Lt.-Col. City of Limerick Militia,
m. Letitia, dau. of Thomas Bunbury, of Lisnevagh.
|

P | !
Geor%e, ThomasBunbury, William, Hugh, Jalne, EIiz;beth,
t. 28th Foot. Dean of Derry. Major, 68th Regt. 1t Viscount, m. Lt.-Col. Lloyd. m.
| m, Frances, dau. of Benjamin Frend.
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and Sikh
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m Jane, dau. of (afterwardp Exy Gregory Haines.  Patrick Grant
, | George Arbuthnot, Callis). (Gwalior and
T Charles Gough,  Sir Hu%h Gough of Elderdlie, Sikh Campaigns).
K.CB.V.C. Surrey.
2nd Sikh War). ]
! i
Hugh George,

ard Vieeount,  Col. 14th Hussars
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had been appointed, in 1756, Cornet, and in 1762,
Captain in atroop of Militia Dragoons). How long
he remained under Ancrum is not clear ; he makes
his next appearance on the stage of history at the
outbreak of the troubles in Ireland in 1793. In
April of that year he was made Deputy-Governor
of the city of Limerick!. A paper of instruc-
tions sent to him on his appointment to this office
throws some light on the measures taken by the
Government to suppress the growing discontent.
The qualification was a property one; the duties
consisted in assisting the Mayor in the Militia
Ballot, and in aiding him 'to enforce the Act
against such as are subject to it in respect of
serving." The document closes with this sentence :
"Their [the Deputy-Governor's] office, in short, may
be termed Militia Magistrates; within their own
jurisdiction therefore, they are as much favoured as
any magistrate can be in the Execution of his Duty,
for if any person should be inclined to Question
their Acts, the defence is made as easy as possible
to them; it cannot be decided on by any other than
a Limerick Jury, and treble costs are to be given
against the party complaining.'

A month later, the Deputy-Governor was made
Captainin an infantry Regiment of Militia; shortly
afterwards, he was promoted to a majority, and, in

! The family had been continuously resident near Limerick ;
e. g. the freedom of Limerick was conferred in 1726 on Hugh
Gough of Garrane, the grandfather of the George Gough of
whom we are speaking.
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1797, he became Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel of the
Limerick Regiment. He held this office at the date
of the rebellion of 1798, and, in July of that year,
commanded in a small action, of which arecord in
his own handwriting has been preserved. A force
of about 4,000 rebels had gathered in King's County
and were laying waste the country in the neigh-
bourhood of Edenderry. Colonel Gough, with 400
of his own Limerick regiment, thirty dragoons, and
thirty-five yeomen (cavalry), met them at Johns-
town, and completely defeated them, capturing
their leaders. His small force lost two men killed
and nine wounded. .His own horse was hit through
the neck, and a shot went through both the cocks
of his hat. His conduct received the enthusiastic
approbation of one of his commanding officers, and
it may be said that his success freed King's County
from the insurgents.

'This," he says, 'was the second time | saved
Edenderry from being burned, as, but that day
month before, | got an express sent over to Phillips
Town, where | was quartered and commanded the
Garrison, that a large Eebel Army had taken posses-
sion of Lord Harberton's House, and was Encamped
on his Demesne. | imediately Ordered out my
division of the Limerick, marched out, and before
Daylight, Arrived at Lord Harbertons, shot and
destroyed all their advanced Guard, drove them out
of the House, and from their camp, killed 14 of
them, and took all their Stores, which | next day
carted into Edenderry, and shared to all my little
party, nineteen Stockings? a piece. This victory

! The booty on the ssoond occason included two stands of
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[i.e. the success at Johnstown in July] saved Eden-
derry a second time being burned. | march'd back
next day, with the blessing of all the inhabitants,
who will as long [as] they live remember Col.
Gough and his gallant Garryaon Boys'—a braver
or more loyal, or a more divoted set of fellows to
their Officers never carried Firelocks.'

Connaught had taken but little part in the rebel-
lion itself, but it was the scene of the abortive
French attempt, made after the suppression of the
rebels. In August, 1798, a French adventurer, by
name Humbert, landed at Killala, with about
a thousand soldiers, trained and disciplined in the
Eevolutionary wars. It is to the lasting credit of
these invaders that they showed to the Irish Pro-
testants and Loyalists the most courteous considera-
tion; and, weary and ill-fed as they were, they
fought bravely against overwhelming numbers.
They had expected to be received by aunited Irish
peasantry; but they found no enthusiasm for their
cause and were joined by very few recruits. At
Castlebar, on August 26, Humbert easily defeated
General Lake, whose army, composed of Irish
militia, made no effort to stand against the charge
colours and a telescope, which were retained by the Colonel,
and ' 900 pounds in Cattle, Horses, New Linnen and Spirits,*
which he shared with his officers and men; a piece of fine
linen which fell to his lot ' | presented,’ he says, 'to avery
beautiful Quaker Lady, at whose house | was that night
Billited.'

' It is an interesting coincidence that this song of Garry

Owen is associated with his son's Peninsular exploits. Cf.
infra, pp. 84-85.
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of the French. The near approach of Cornwallis,
with the royal army, rendered Castlebar unsafe for
the invader, and, on September 4, General Hum-
bert commenced a swift march towards Sligo, with
the double intention of awaiting reinforcements
from France and of gaining Irish recruits in a new
district. Thegarrison at Sligo consisted of militia
troops under Colonel Vereker, whom Colonel Gough
had succeeded in the command of the Limerick
regiment, which formed part of the Sligo garrison.
Vereker seems to have been under the impression
that only an advance guard of the French was
approaching the town, and, putting himself at the
“head of 300 men of his old regiment, he marched
out to meet them, on the morning of September 5.
He had also with him thirty light dragoons and two
curricle guns. They met Humbert at Colooney,
five miles from Sligo, and maintained a gallant
resistance, although the French were many times
their number. Finally, they were compelled to
abandon their two guns; but Humbert had found
their resistance so formidable that, like Vereker,
he decided that the enemy must be an advance
guard, and he gave up his intention of marching
on Sligo (which really lay at his mercy). From
Colooney he made his way to Cloone to combine
with the rebels at Granard, but he was unable to
take all his artillery with him. At Ballinamuck,
he found himself surrounded by the armies of
Lake and Cornwallis, and, after some resistance,
surrendered.
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The brevity of the six weeks' campaign in Con-
naught was largely due to Vereker's defence of
Sligo, for if the French had reached the mountains,
the resistance would certainly have been prolonged.
For his services, Vereker received the thanks of
Parliament, and medals were conferred upon the
troops engaged. The casualties of the Limerick
regiment amounted to thirty-five, and among the
wounded was Colonel Gough, who had accompanied
his gallant 300 at Colooney* The regiment was
disbanded at the Peace of Amiens in 1801, and the
historian of Limerick® has preserved a record of
the scene when the city welcomed back the warriors
who had maintained its honour, and when, on the
lawn in front of Woodsdown, Colonel Gough bade
farewell to his comrades.

The family of Colonel George Gough consisted of
four sons and two daughters. The eldest, George,
followed his father's footsteps in the Limerick City
Militia, in which he received a majority in 1797.
It is probable, though there is no evidence on the
point, that Major Gough served under his father in
the actions we have just described. He afterwards
joined the regular forces and served in Egypt and
in the Peninsular War as a Captain in the 28th Foot.
He died in 1841. Thomas Bunbury Gough, the

! The History of the County and City of Limerick, by the
Rev. P. FitzGerald and J. J. McGregor, 1827. Other
authorities are Maxwell's History of the Rebellion of 1798,
and Mr. Lecky's History of Ireland in the Eighteenth
Century.
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second brother, entered the Church, and attained the
dignity of Dean of Derry. The name of his son,
General Sir John Bloomfield Gough, will meet us
at a later stage of our narrative; another son,
Thomas Bunbury, rose to the rank of Lieutenant-
Colonel, and was killed in the attack on the Redan
in 1855 ; and the martial fame of the family has, in
modern times, been worthily maintained by severa
of the Dean's grandchildren, among whom the
most conspicuous are General Sir Charles Gough
and his brother, General Sir Hugh Gough, who
received together the Victoria Cross for valour dis-
played in the Indian Mutiny; while still more
recent campaigns in South Africa and in Somaliland
have proved that a later generation is not neglectful
of its family traditions. The third son of Colonel
George Gough of Woodsdown was Mgjor William
Gough, of the 68th Regiment, who served in the
Peninsula and in Canada, and who was drowned off
Kinsale Head in 1822. Our hero, Hugh Gough,
was the fourth son. Of the two daughters, the
elder, Jane, married Lieutenant-Colonel Lloyd, who
was killed at Bayonne in 1813, and the younger,
Elizabeth, married Benjamin Frend, of Boskell, co.
Limerick. Her son, afterwards Colonel Frend,
was, like his cousin Sir J. B. Gough, on the staff
of his uncle during his Indian campaigns. Mrs,
Frend was the favourite sister of the future Field-
Marshal, and to the end of their long lives they
entertained for each other the most affectionate
regard.
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Hugh Gough wasborn at Woodsdown, on Novem-
ber 3, 1779. Of his childhood, there is nothing to
tell, for nothing isknown. Family tradition relates
that his birth was a disappointment to his parents,
who had already three sons, and who had hoped for
a daughter; and that the boy was, in consequence,
somewhat neglected. He was himself accustomed,
in later years, to say that his only education con-
sisted of what he could pick up from listening to
the tutor who was teaching his two elder brothers.
The real influence of his childhood was, doubtless,
the military atmosphere in which he was nurtured,
and so powerful was its effect that, at the age of
thirteen, he was already wearing the King's uni-
form. His earliest appointment was in his father's
militia corps, whence he passed, almost immediately,
to the Hon. Robert Ward's corps, in which he was
gazetted Ensign on August 7, 1794. Two months
later, he was promoted to a Lieutenancy in the
119th Foot, a regiment raised under Colonel Roch-
ford. He was Adjutant of this regiment at the age
of fifteen, and there is a tradition that he was
reported upon as a specially capable officer.

On June 3, 1795, he was gazetted, by transfer
from the 119th Foot, to the 2nd Battalion of the
78th Highlanders, or Ross-shire Buffs (now known
as the 2nd Seaforth Highlanders).

Almost seventy years after he had joined the
78th Highlanders, the Lieutenant of 1795, now
a Field-Marshal, had occasion to write to his son-
in-law, who had been appointed Colonel of the
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regiment: 'Let me warmly and from the heart
congratulate you," he said, 'on your obtaining the
Colonelcy of my own old (and first corps of the line)
the Eoss-shire Buffs. | made my début in them at
the Cape when but a boy. . . . How these little
incidents recall our memories to days long passed,
days of youthful enjoyment, when the participators
of them have passed away, and we are standing
in hopeful anticipation of rejoining them never
to part™

These sentences, written at a time of deep
domestic affliction, constitute the only reference to
Lord Gough's connexion with the Seaforths, and it
is, therefore, impossible to give any personal details
of the boy's share in the actions which resulted in
the capture of Cape Town. It may, however, be of
some interest to narrate briefly the course of the war,
and to indicate the part played by the regiment?.

The first conquest of Cape Colony by Great
Britain was an incident in the Eevolutionary Wars.
In 1794, the French, having defeated the Duke of
York near Dunkirk, had Holland in their power,
forced the Dutch to renounce their allegiance to the
Prince of Orange and to become the allies of the
French Eepublic, and, with the warm support of the
democratic party in Holland, founded the Batavian

! P.-M. Lord Gough to Sir Patrick Grant, November 17,
1863.

2 Our knowledge of the circumstances is derived from a
letter quoted in Colonel Hugh Davidson's excellent History of
the 78th Highlanders.
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Republic. The Dutch fleet was now at the command
of the French Republic, and if the Dutch colonies
fell into their hands, the dangers to the British
government would be greatly increased. Two Dutch
possessions, in particular, offered a serious menace
to Great Britain—the island of Ceylon, from its
proximity to our Indian possessions, and the Cape
of Good Hope, which was on the road to India.
Expeditions were, therefore, sent to take possession
of these two colonies in the name of the Stadtholder,
who had taken refuge in England.

In the month of June, 1795, a British force,
which included the 2nd Battalion of the 78th High-
landers, arrived off the Cape, and anchored in
Simon's Bay. The fleet was under the command
of Admiral Elphinstone, and General Craig wasin
charge of the military forces. Their first step was
to ask for an interview, on board ship, with
Commissioner Sluysken, the Dutch Governor, and
Colonel Gordon, a Scotsman', who was in com-
mand of the Dutch forces. This was declined, and
the burghers immediately took up a position at
Muizenburg, about six miles south of Capetown,
which commanded the road from Simonstown.
A deputation, which included Colonel Mackenzie of
the 78th, then landed and proceeded to call upon
Sluysken, showing him an order from the Prince of
Orange, to receive the troops of his ally, King
George. Such a mandate was unconstitutional, and

! He was Dutch. on his mother's side, and his father had
been in the Dutch service.
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Sluysken and his Council adopted a policy of pro-
crastination. General Craig, in person, explained
that the desire of the British was simply to protect
the Colony, and that there would be no interference
with their laws or with any department of their
government; but the Council answered that they
could defend themselves, and would accept of no
such help. The British commanders therefore
issued a proclamation to the people of the colony,
setting forth the dangers of French tyranny and the
benefits of His Majesty's protection'. This pro-
clamation was regarded as an unfriendly act by the
Dutch Council, who forbade the supply of provisions
to the fleet and reinforced the garrison at Muizen-
burg. Gordon was an adherent of the Orange
party and was disposed to be friendly if he was
satisfied that the British intended only to hold the
Colony for the Stadtholder; but the people were, on
the whole, inclined to democratic views, and they
welcomed the prospect of hostilities. When it
became known in the Colony that the French had
respected the separate existence of Holland, and
that the States-General had freed the colonists from
their allegiance to the Stadtholder, this feeling
increased in intensity.

On July 14, the 78th Regiment (450 strong),
accompanied by 350 marines, landed and took
possession of Simonstown, and they were soon
strengthened by the addition of 800 seamen.

! For a full account of this subject cf. Thed's History of
South Africa.
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General Craig had thus aforce of 1,600 men, but he
was absolutely devoid of field-guns. The Dutch
had less than a thousand men and eleven pieces of
artillery, and they occupied a strong position. The
British leaders found, in their ships of war, a com-
pensation for their lack of field-guns. On the
morning of August 7, the vessels in the Bay opened
a heavy fire upon the Dutch. The effect was so
great that they were driven from their position,
but, as the cannonade prevented the near approach
of the British infantry, the enemy succeeded in
saving some of their guns. Their two cannon they
spiked and abandoned. The Dutch infantry and
artillerymen made a stand on a rocky height, out of
range of the fire of the ships, and from this they
were driven by a charge of the 78th, in which one
of their officers (Captain Hercules Scott) and six
or seven rank and file were wounded. This was
Gough's first experience of hand-to-hand fighting,
and possibly the first occasion on which he was
under fire. Next morning, there was a further
skirmish in which the two Dutch cannon, which
had been made fit for use by Craig's orders, were
employed against their former owners.

The British now repeated their offers, which were
again declined, and they could take no further steps
till the arrival of reinforcements. A n insignificant
action took place on September 1, when the Grena-
diers of the 78th silenced an attacking party of the
enemy; but there was no decisive step for another

fortnight. By the middle of the month, the British
I c
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forces had been increased to between four and five
thousand men. The Dutch were defending Wyn-
berg, on the way to Capetown, and the British
attacked on September 14. The enemy were badly
led and hopelessy outnumbered, and they made
little resstance. Next day, Capetown surrendered,
and the Colony passed into the hands of the British;
to be restored at the Peace of Amiens in 1802,
recaptured four years later, and finally to pass
under the British crown by the Treaty of Paris.
This was Gough's sole action with the 78th High-
landers. An Irish, not a Scottish, regiment, was
his fitting place, and, in December, 1795, he
obtained a transfer to the regiment which is most
generally associated with his name—the 87th Foot
or the Prince of Wales's Irish Eegiment. It con-
sisted of one battalion, and had been raised two
years previously, largely through the efforts of its
commander, Lieutenant-Colonel (afterwards General
Sir John) Doyle. It had first seen service in the
Duke of York's campaign in the Netherlands, in
1784, and had won a slight distinction in that
unlucky enterprise, by repulsing a cavalry attack at
Alost. Its next two appearances were not so suc-
cessful In 1795 it was stationed at Bergen-op-
Zoom, where the desertion of our Dutch allies to
the French left it alone in an enemy's country. It
was forced to capitulate, and almost the whole regi-
ment became prisoners of war. Its commander did
not share its fate, as he was in England, recovering
from a wound received at Alost. By his active
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interest the empty ranks of the regiment were again
filled, and in 1796 it was ordered on an expedition
to the North Sea, to aid the troops in the fleet
under Lord Duncan; but stress of weather pre-
vented the scheme from being carried into effect.
Its destination was now altered, in consequence of
an event which startled diplomatic Europe in the
summer of 1796. On August 19, Spain, which had
long been weary of the struggle with Prance, and
had made peace in the previous year, entered into
an offensive alliance with the Eepublic against
Great Britain—an unnatural union which was ere
long to meet with fitting punishment. The real
importance of Spain, like that of Holland, lay in its
naval power, and, to some extent, in its foreign
possessions. It was therefore necessary to attack
the Spanish, as it had proved necessary to attack
the Dutch, colonies, and, in October, 1796, the 87th
Regiment sailed for the West Indies.

At what stage Gough joined his new regiment is
not clear. A statement of his services, in his own
handwriting, dated 1831, mentions that he was
present at the capture of the Dutch fleet in Sal-
danha Bay. This squadron arrived at the Cape in
August, 1796, and General Craig, with a force
which included the 78th, made a forced march to
Saldanha Bay to oppose the landing of any Dutch
troops: a march in which considerable suffering
was caused by lack of water. Therewas no fighting,
for the Dutch fleet was outnumbered by that under
Elphinstone, and surrendered without making any

C2
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resistance. It will be remembered that the inci-
dent was the occasion of an important lawsuit to
decide whether the Army could claim a share in
the spoil, along with the Navy. It is not absolutely
certain that Gough accompanied the 78th in their
march, as he had been gazetted to the 87th nearly
a year before; the only clearly ascertained fact is
that he witnessed the surrender. Shortly after-
wards he proceeded to join the 87th.

The first engagement in which Gough served
with his new regiment was the attempt on Porto
Rico, in the spring of 1797—not an auspicious com-
mencement of a connexion which was destined to
bring honour both to the 87th and to himself. In
the beginning of April the fleet sailed from Mar-
tinique, and, on the 18th day of that month, a
landing was effected on the island of Porto Rico.
The troops were under the command of Sir Ralph
Abercromby, whose intention was to attack the
capital—San Juan—a fortified town defended by
some thousands of Spaniards and a body of French
troops. It was necessary to force a passage over
alagoon which was strongly held by the Spaniards,
and the General soon found that the men under his
command formed a force quite inadequate for the
purpose. After some days, he determined to aban-
don the attempt, and ordered the troops to re-
embark. He had lost 230 out of his 3,000 men, and
was satisfied with the conduct of his army, which he
described as 'patient under labour, regular and
orderly in their conduct and spirited when an
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opportunity to show it occurredV Abercromby
himself was in bad health and returned to England,
and his departure was followed by a complete cessa
tion of hostilities in the West Indies. Duringthis
period, the 87th was in garrison at St. Lucia, where
it remained till the autumn of 1799. In August of
that year, an expedition, commanded by General
Trigge and Admiral Lord Henry Seymour, was sent
against Dutch Guiana. The force, which included
the 87th Foot, proceeded to Surinam, but the Dutch
made only a slight resistance, and soon surrendered
the town of Paramaribo. From this date, we are
without any definite knowledge of Gough's move-
ments. His regiment remained in the West Indies
till the summer of 1804, but the statement of his
services, to which we have already referred, shows
that he did not accompany it. He speaks of his
service in the West Indies as extending over three
and a half years, from which we gather that he
returned home in 1800 ; but there is no trace of his
doings till June, 1803, when he was promoted to
a captaincy. His health suffered considerably from
the climate of the West Indies, and he doubtless
required some time to recruit. His brother George
was engaged in the Egyptian campaign of 1801, and
earned a tribute from Sir John Moore for his ser-
vices at the battle of Alexandria; but we have no

! Quoted in the history of the 87th Regiment (Cannon's
Historical Record of the British Army), 1853. To this book
| am indebted for an account of the embodiment and early
savices of the 87th.



22 INTRODUCTORY [1805

evidence of Gough's own presence in any field of
action between Surinam and the outbreak of the
war in the Peninsula,

The peace which was secured by the Treaty of
Amiens, in March, 1802, cameto an end in May of
the following year. The declaration of war was
followed by the assembling of Napoleon's army
for the invasion of England, and the threat was
answered by the volunteer movement. In addition
to nearly 200,000 regulars and militia, a force of
347,000 volunteers was raised in the summer of
1803. Such aforce as this required a large amount
of training, and we find Captain Gough employed
on thistask, while his regiment was still in garrison
abroad. In June, 1803, he became Superintending
Officer of the Army of Defence for the counties of
Oxford and Buckingham, and he discharged the
same duties in connexion with the Army Eeserve.
In a letter written many years afterwards', he
gpeaks of having gone to the West Indies in the
course of this period, and it is possible that he went
out in 1804 and returned with his regiment, which
landed at Southampton in September of that year.
A month later, he accompanied it to Guernsey, and
was appointed Brigade-Major to the troops serving
in that island, a post which he held till his succes-
sion to a majority. This rank he obtained in
August, 1805, owing to the' aimost brotherly kind-
ness' of acomrade, Major Blakeney, ' who sold out

! Lord Gough to Mr. E. Blakeney, October 27,1859,
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earlier than he otherwise would have done, in order
that | might get his majority

A second battalion of the 87th had been formed
in the preceding year, as a part of the reinforce-
ment of the army necessitated by the Napoleonic
wars. An Act of Parliament, dated July, 1804,
sanctioned the addition of a 2nd battalion to be
raised in the counties of Tipperary, Galway, and
Clare, and to consist of 600 rank and file, a number
which was successively increased to 800 and 1,000,
in 1805 and in 1807 respectively. The battalion
assembled at Frome, Somerset, in the end of 1804,
and in March, 1805, it sailed from Bristol for Ire-
land. Gough joined this 2nd Battalion at some
period in the year 1805 ; he says in the statement
from which this account is drawn, that he remained
at Guernsey till his appointment to his majority in
August, and that, thereafter, he served in England,
Ireland, and Guernsey. We are probably right in
inferring that, when the 1st Battalion proceeded to
Portsmouth in November, 1805, Major Gough did
not accompany them, but was attached to the 2nd
Battalion which was being trained and recruited in
Ireland. It returned to England in October, 1806
(when the 1st battalion had sailed for South
America) and was stationed at Plymouth. Hence-
forward it iswith the 2nd Battalion that the name
of Gough is connected.

At Plymouth, Major Gough was fortunate enough

! Lord Gough to Mr. E. Blakeney, October 27,1859.



24 INTRODUCTORY [1807

to meet the lady who was to prove a noble and
devoted wife through the joys and sorrows of more
than fifty years. Of their first meeting there is
awell authenticated story which may bear repeti-
tion here. The lady, Miss Frances Maria Stephens,
whose father, General Edward Stephens, R.A., was
in garrison at Plymouth, was looking forward to
a military ball. Before it took place, she told her
father that she had seen, in a dream, the man
whose wife she was to become, and that he wore
the green facings of the uniform of the 87th. On
the night of the ball, she was standing beside her
father when Major Gough entered the room, in
company with two other officars of the 87th.
' That/ she said, indicating Gough, ' is the man
| saw in my dream." They danced together twice,
and the meeting proved the beginning of an
acquaintance which quickly ripened into court-
ship. In April, 1807, the regiment left Plymouth
for Guernsey, but, in July, Mgor Gough returned
to claim his bride. Their eldest daughter, Letitia,
was born in August of the following year, four
months before Mg or Gough sailed for the Peninsula.

Meanwhile, the newly-raised battalion had been
undergoing a course of training under Lieutenant-
Colonel Doyle and Mgjor Gough. It was carefully
inspected in the month of June, 1807, and reported
fit for active service, to which Napoleon's inter-
ference in the affairs of Spain promised soon to call
it. In June, 1808, the 87th left Guernsey, and,
after a period of training at Danbury Camp, em-
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barked at Ramsgate. The Colonel-in-Chief at this
time was General Sir John Doyle, whose nephew,
Lieutenant-Colonel Charles Doyle, had been actually
in command of the battalion, but was now employed
as a Military Commissioner in Spain. The com-
mand of the regiment, therefore, devolved upon
Major Gough, whose fortunes in the Peninsula we
proceed to follow. This can be done in consider-
ably greater detail than has been possible up to the
present point, both because the sources of informar
tion become more abundant, and because the per-
sonal share of Maor Gough in the deeds of his
regiment now begins to be important.
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TALAVEKA AND BARROSA

THE 'Continental System' by which Napoleon
attempted to crush the commercial power of Great
Britain was directly responsible for his first inter-
ference in the affairs of the Peninsula, for it was
the hesitation of the Prince Regent to carry out
the Berlin Decrees that brought about the famous
decision that' The House of Braganza has ceased to
reign,’ and the consequent occupation of Lisbon by
the French under Junot. Within a year the
Spanish House of Bourbon had also been deposed,
and the Government of Georgel | | found that they
were now in a position to resist Napoleon's schemes
in Portugal, and in Europe generally, with the
co-operation of their old enemies, the Spanish
nation. With the initial campaign of 1808 we are
not in any way concerned. It resulted in the
evacuation of Portugal by Junot and in the super-
sesson of Sir Hew Dalrymple and Sir Arthur
Wellesley, in view of the popular indignation caused
by the Convention of Cintra. WhileWellesley was
in England, defending his conduct, and Napoleon
was leading the' Grande Armee' to Madrid to re-
establish his amiable but incompetent brother,
Joseph, on the Spanish throne, Sir John Moore was
in command of the British Army in Portugal. He
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had succeeded in making good his retreat into
Galicia, and in enticing Napoleon to follow him,
when the revolt of Austria recalled the Emperor
from the Peninsula, leaving Marshal Soult to
prevent, if he could, the exgpe of the British
forces by sa from Corunna. The victory of
Corunna secured Moore's main object—the loss
of some months to the French in their conquest of
Spain; he had wasted their time in a fruitless
pursuit, and his own army embarked in safety.
The death of Moore left Sir Arthur Wellesley,
whose reputation had emerged unsullied from the
investigation, the only possible British commander.
The ministry of the Duke of Portland numbered
among its members Canning as Foreign Secretary,
and Castlereagh as Secretary of State for War.
Divergent as were the characters and ultimately
the aims of these two statesmen, they were united
in a common attachment to Wellesley, and in a
common belief in his powers, and it should be
recorded to the credit of Castlereagh that, through
good and evil report, he continued to give a loyal
support to his general.

The battle of Corunna was fought on the 16th of
January, 1809; and about two months later Wellesley
arrived in Lisbon and advanced against Soult in
the district of the Douro. Among the 30,000 troops
which were soon at Wellesley's disposal for the
summer campaign was the 2nd Battalion of the
87th, under the command of Mgor Gough, acting
for Lieut.-Colonel Charles Doyle, whose services
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were required elsewhere. A few months before
embarking, when he took sole command of the
battalion at Danbury, he had been compelled to
employ strong measures to improve its discipline.
This task had been largely accomplished when the
battalion sailed in December, 1808, forming part of
the force which Sherbrooke unsuccessfully attempted
to land at Cadiz in February, and, owing to the oppo-
sition of the Spaniards, had to take back to Lisbon,
where it was disembarked in March. The battalion
was attached to Tilson's Brigade and it took part in
Wellesley's first operations, which, by the passage
of the Douro and the capture of Oporto (May 12,
1809), resulted in the expulsion of Soult from
Portugal. For this period of the campaign none of
Gough's letters to his wife have been preserved, but
there is an extant letter addressed to his father
from Guarda on the 23rd of June, 1809. It gives an
account of the tiresome and difficult march in which
the battalion was engaged. Unfortunately, it is in
a very bad state of preservation, and there are
considerable gaps which can only be filled by
conjecture.—

BISHOPS PALACE, GUARDA : June 23rd, 1809.

MY DEAR FATHER,—As | am persuaded you feel
much interested in the Movements of the 87th
Et., | shall detail them to you, as far as my Recol-
lection will carry me, from our leaving Quimbra.
In my letter of the 4th May from that town, | believe
| mentioned to you, that the 5th Bat. of the 60th,
the 87th, and 88th Eegts, under Maor Genera
Tilson, and a Squadron of the 14th and some
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German Lt. Dragoons, under Colonel Talbot, were
destined to Act with the Portuguese Army, the
whole under Genl. Beresford. To our Brigade was
attached a Regt. of Portuguese Grenadiers, and a Regt.
of Native Cavalry was placed under Colonel Talbot.
The Intention was to have forced the passage of
the Douro at Lamego, and Attack a French Division
of 4,000 men that had occupied the strong position
of Amaranthe under Genls. Labord and L'Ouisson
[Loison], whilethe Army, under Sir Arthur, Invaded
the town of Oporto. We marched on the 6th from
Quimbra,and crossed the Douro without the [slightest
trouble] on the 12th, altho' the Enemy occupied
the hills, which completely commanded the passage.
The Brigade halted that night at Rigoa [Pero de
Ragoa]. (The Depot for all the Wine made on the
North side of the Douro—the best in Portugal, and
where it is shipped for Oporto, 10 Leagues distant.)
The next Morning at daylight we marched for
Amaranthe. Within a League of this once beautiful
town, we found the Cavalry and some Portugueeze
Regts. had halted for us. As it was Reported, the
Enemy were determined to maintain the position,
the 87th were honored in being ordered to lead the
Attack on the town and Bridge. As we advanced,
we had to pass through various villages, which were
invariably found smoking in their ruins. This so
enraged the Men that it was with difficulty they
could be kept back. | never witnessed so much
Enthusiasm as was shewn by the Men, The ad
vance, therefore, was a perfect trot. But the British
were destined to be disappointed, as on our arrival
we found the Enemy had fled, and this once Beauti-
ful town one undistinguished Ruin. | never was
a witness to such a scene of Misery and horror as
here presented itself,. Every house and public
Building of every description withthe Exception
of a Monastery, that covered the passage of the
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Bridge, a Chapel and about 5 detached houses,
were burnt to the ground, with hundreds of its
late Inhabitants lying dead in the Streets. The
reason of the hasty Rtreat of the French that
Morning was the Battle of Oporto—if Battle it
could be called, which took place the preceding
day. Otherwise, they might have made a very
desperate stand, as the position was wonderfully
strong. We left this scene of Misery on the 15th,
having the Evening before reed. Orders to proceed to
Chaves by forced Marches. Within aLeague of the
townwe had to ford the Tarmagar [Tamega], a small
River in dry Weather. It was the turn of the 87th,
unfortunately, to be the Rear Regt. of the Column
this day. The 60th crossed with the loss of one
Man, The 88thtook solongatime to ford it, that
when the 87th Grenadiers came to cross, the River
presented a most formidable Appearance. In short,
the River rose so fast, from the dreadful rain of the
preceding evening, and that Morning, that the Men
were above their middles in a flooded Mountain
River, in which the current was wonderfully rapid.
One officer and 14 Privates were carried down by
the Stream, but were providentially saved by the
Exertions of the Mounted Officers. Two Companies
were unable to pass. Here the misfortunes of the
Brigade commenced. The whole of the Men's Bread,
which was made of Indian Corn, got wet and was
destroyed. Several thousand Rounds of Ammunition
were rendred unserviceable, without a possibility of
replacing it. A Number of Firelocks, Caps and
Shoes were lost.  The Business of crossing the River
took the Brigade 4 hours. The Evening set inwith
a most dreadful fall of Rain, which continued all
Night and the [next three] days and nights. . . [On
the first day we] had three leagues, upwards of four-
teen Miles, to March, altho' we left Amaranthe at 4
in the Morning. Our Road lay over almost impas-

I D
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sible Mountains, made more so by the dreadful Rain
that swelled the Mountain Eivulets into Rivers.
The Night turned out as Dark as it was possible.
The Men were obliged to move in Indian files, and
actually grope their way—no torches being pro-
vided, and the Rain preventing lighted Straw from
being of Servicee As there was no Road, many
Men lost the Column, severa fell into pits, ex-
cavated by the falling of the Waters, Numbers
lay down in the River from fatigue and hunger,
and the greater part of the Brigade lost their
shoes. At length, after groaping in the dark, totally
un[con]scious whether we were right or wrong,
from 8 until 9 o'clock, the Brigade arrived at a
stragling Village. Some got shelter, others did
not. | was fortunate in meeting an Inhabitant with
a light, and getting shelter for all of the Regt.
that were able to come up. At 5 Next Morning
we pursued our March, but without provisions, as
we only reed, two days Bread, and one day's Medt,
the Evening before we left Amaranthe, and the
Bread was either destroyed in the River, or by the
rain. This day proved as wet as the two preced-
ing. At 10 o'clock at Night we reached a wretched
little Village on the Mountains [quite] incapable of
housing a Company. We pursued our Melancholy
March at 5 o'clock next Morning, the Men nearly
fainting with hunger. We, however, most for-
tunately at 12 that day fell in with some cars of
Bread belonging to a Portuguese Division. Genl.
Tilson immediately pressed it for the Men, which,
with some Wine, Enabled us to proceed, and we
that night at 12 o'clock got to Chaves, the most
Northern frontier town in Portugal, after a forced
March of three days—with only twelve hours' halt—
over almost impassable Mountains, the men without
a Shoe to their feet, and some hundreds of the
Brigade fallen out from fatigue and hunger. The
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Officers Commanding Regts. were ordered to As-
semble Next Morning at 10 o'clock at Genl. Beres-
ford's, when we were told that the Enemy had fled
from Oporto, and then were within some Leagues
of us, that it would be necessary for the Brigade
to March at 1 o'clock. We, however, did not march
until three—and Even then the Men's Meat was
uncooked from the lateness of the issue, and .not
a single pair of Shoes could be got in town. We
slept on the Spanish Mountains that night. The
next day, when within two miles of the Village of
Ginco in Spain, the advance came up with a party
of the Enemy. We were again ordered to lead the
Attack, and altho' the Men were but the minute
before apparently incapable of marching a league,
this news had the power of reanimating them, and
we past through the Portuguese as if the Men had
not gone a Mile. The British were here again
destined to be disappointed, as the Enjemy con-
sisted] mostly of cavalry and fresh. They retreated
much faster than we could advance. Their exact
amount could not be ascertained, but Talbot, who
was within afew hundred yards of them, took them
to be about 400. They joined Soult a league and
a half to our left, and the whole proceeded in their
Retreat, Amounting to 9,000, out of 22,000 he
brought into Portugal but a short time before.
Here the pursuit was given up as fruitless, we
having taken 45 poor wretches. The Brigade was
nearly anihilated [by the fatigues] on the Koad—
and | was by far the most fortunate Regt. | had
[still. . . men. The 88th], out of 700 they joined us
with, did not bring 150 into . . . part of the Officers
and amost all the Men | brought up, had not a
[shoe to] their feet, which were actually cut to the
bone. We halted a day and returned by Chaves to
Lumago, and from thence here. Al our sick, with
very few exceptions, we picked up on the Road,

D2
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But we have since suffered much from sickness.
Nine Officers and 47 Men have been Attacked by
some fever in Lumago, and while in this town
several have died from the fatigue. | have been
unfortunate, as | was attacked by a most violent
fever on my Arrival here, which, with two slight
Relapses, [kept meidlefor a Month. [Out of this]
.. . time | kept my bed for afortnight. | am, how-
ever, so wonderfully recovered that | set off intwo
days to join the Regt. at Castile Branco, 14 leagues
distant, to which they Marched on the 12th, leaving
me in bed. | have now, my Dr. Father, given you
along, and | apprehend you will consider, a.very
tedious detail of the operations of the British Brigade.
But as there has been some misunderstanding be-
tween our Genl. Tilson and the senior Officer,
Beresford, who, unfortunately, had to report on the
Conduct of the Brigade, altho' he never saw them—
which Report | apprehend from Genl. Tilson re-
signing and going home to England, has not been
favourable, and may come to a public investigation,
which | ardently hope may be.the case for Tilson's
sake—I| am anxious to put you in possesson of all
our movements. | had flattered myself the Name
of the 87th Regt. would have appeared in the
Papers. But the occurrences of the few last weeks
have fully proved to me that War is but a Lottery,
and those who least deserve may be those who get
most Credit. | have not had a line since the
oth Apl.

Believe me, My Dr. Father,
Ever Yours Affectionately,
H. GOUGH.

P.S. | understand Genera Tilson's parting
Orders to the Brigade are very flattering. | shall
send a Copy to Frances when | get to Castle
Branco. -
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In June, the army was formed into Divisons,
and the battalion was given a place in the 2nd
Brigade of the Third Division, under Donkin, who
was appointed to sucoeed Tilson, now in command
of a Brigade of Hill's Divison. Under Donkin's
leadership, the 87th accompanied Welledey's ad-
vance into Spain, and took a distinguished part in
the campaign of Talavera. The British army found
their task more difficult on Spanish than on Portu-
guese s0il, and Wellesley had to securethe co-opera-
tion of the Spanish general Cuedta, so it was not till
the end of July that he found himself face to face
with Marshal Victor near Talavera.

Intothe details of the battleit would be wandering
too far from our subject to enter, nor is there any
need to repeat the oft-told tale. The battle of Tala-
vera was fought on the 28th of July. On the
preceding evening, an attack was made on the
Casa de Sdlinas, a hill on the left of the British
postion. It was, in Napier's opinion, the key
to the postion, and it was held by Donkin's
Brigade. The sudden assault of Ruffin and Villatte
took the British by surprise, and the French gained
for a time the summit of the hill. In the severe
fighting which followed, Donkin's Brigade were,
with the help of reinforcements, ultimately able to
maintain their ground, but not without consderable
loss In the action of the following day, Gough
was severdy wounded by a cannon shat on his right
sde, accompanied with fracture of one of the lower
ribs. Twenty-seven other officars of the battalion
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were also wounded, and so great were the losses in
rank and file, that it was sent into garrison when
Wellesley retreated into Portugal. ' Eeduced as the
Battalion now is," wrote Donkinto Gough onthe 15th
of September, ' chiefly by its losses on that occasion
[Talaveral, it is evidently no longer a Corps effective
for Field operations, and on this occasion you are
going into Garrison. The cause, therefore, of your
retiring from the Field carries with it its consola
tion, and | trust that the re-inforcements you seem
to expect from England will enable you soon to
join us agan. Donkin took the opportunity of
conferring the highest praise upon Gough and his
men, and two months later, when leaving for
England, he added to his words of farewell—' Permit
me on this occasion, too, to repeat the assurance of
the high sense | entertain of your persona exertions
and Gallantry at Taavera, until the moment when
| was deprived of your assstance by your being
wounded and taken off the field." The battalion
was sent to Lisbon, where it remained in garrison
while the Commander-in-Chief (now Viscount Wel-
lington of Taavera) was preparing the lines of
Torres Vedras for the ensuing campaign against
Massena.  Gough was with his regiment as late as
November 26, when he wrote to his wife from
Lisbon; but his wound was giving him considerable
trouble, and he was allowed a short visit to England,
in which to recruit. The date of this visit is un-
certain. There is a pause in the correspondence
from November to June, and during part of this
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time he must have been at home. In February,
his regiment was transferred from Lisbon to Cadiz,
and his next letter to Mrs. Gough is dated from the
Islade Leon on June 3. At Cadiz it was not purely
garrison work that occupied the attention of the
troops. The progress of the French operations in
Andalusia, which Soult had invaded in the beginning
of 1810, led to a blockade of Cadiz by Marshal
Victor, which was destined to continue until the
withdrawal of Soult's army from Andalusia in the
autumn of 1812. By the end of the month of
February, 1810, the French had obtained complete
possesson of Andalusia, with the exceptions of
Gibraltar and Cadiz, and it was more by good
fortune than by good management that Cadiz did
not fall into the hands of Victor in the course of his
first attempt. Cadiz was saved by the British
command of the sea, which allowed Wellington to
throw into the beleaguered town a fresh garrison,
including the 2nd Battalion of the 87th.

When General William Stewart arrived at Cadiz
in February, 1810, the garrison of Cadiz consisted
of some 3,000 British troops, and about 14,000
Spaniards, along with a number of Portuguese.
Stewart's most important service was the recovery
of a fort called the Matagorda (cf. p. 44) which
had been unwisely abandoned. In the end of
March a new commander arrived—General Graham
(afterwards Lord Lynedoch). He had entered the
army late in life, and had but little military ex-
perience. It is interesting to recall the fact that,
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in boyhood, he had possessed (in common with the
father of Sir Charles Napier) no less distinguished
a tutor than David Hume. When Graham took
charge, he found that the defences were in a most
miserable condition, and their improvement required
a considerable addition to his available forces. Re
inforcements arrived, and Graham, in spite of -some
difficulties with the Spaniards, carried out an im-
portant scheme of fortification, interrupted by
violent assaults upon Matagorda. In July, the
numbers of the garrison were still further increased
to 80,000 allied troops. Thus the summer and
autumn passed, the French unable to capture the
place, but maintaining a strict blockade and render-
ing it impossible for the garrison at Cadiz to be
transferred to another part of Andalusia. The loss
of Cadiz would have been second in importance
only to that of Gibraltar, and would have made it
impossible for the allies to continue to hold any
part of the south-west of Spain. No incident of
the blockade calls for our attention until we reach
the memorable battle of Barrosa

From the date of the battle of Barrosa (March 5,
1811) onwards, amost to the close of the War, our
information regarding Gough's personal share in the
campaigns becomes much more complete, as the
letters of this period have been preserved along
with various documents, relating to the military
operations in which the battalion was engaged.
We left the 87th at Cadiz, forced to remain inactive,
while the fate of Southern Europe was depending
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upon the success of Wellington's great defence of
the lines of Torres Vedras. Occasiona attempts
upon French outposts at Moguer and Huelva varied
the monotony of garrison life, but of these Gough's
correspondence says nothing, and the efforts to
reduce these defences of the main French position
at Seville were unavailing. In September, 1810,
a meeting of the Spanish Cortes (the first since 1808)
was held at Cadiz, and it exercised considerable in-
fluence upon the course of the War. One of the
fashionable constitutions of the time was drawn up,
based upon a democratic principle which would
have proved impossible of realization in any Euro-
pean country, and which was peculiarly unsuited
to the traditions and the circumstances of Spain.
The resistance to Napoleon had not been merely
the natural opposition to a gratuitous war of con-
quest, nor was it merely against the pride of an
ancient race, with traditions of imperial sway, that
the French had offended. The shock of the French
Revolution had come with specia force upon a
haughty nobility, accustomed to receive a deference
which seemed to be founded upon the immutable
laws of nature ; upon a clergy whose influence had
remained undisturbed by the religious revolution
of the sixteenth century; and upon a people which
had been wont to render unquestioning obedience
to its leaders. The principles of the pre-Revolution
philosophers had not spread from France into Spain,
as they had spread into England and America. The
rise of a military despotism, and the overthrow of
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the ancient constitutions of Europe had increased
the horror with which the tenets of democracy
were regarded by the larger portion of the Spanish
people, and the war was waged against the Revo-
lution, and all that the Revolution stood for, as
much as against the Emperor and Joseph Bona-
parte. This national feeling, which had given point
to the famous remark of Sheridan that Napoleon
had 'yet to learn what it is to combat a nation
animated by one spirit against him," was outraged
by a Cortes which claimed for itself the title of
Majesty, and allowed to the Regents for the ancient
monarchy only that of Highness. W ith an amount
of folly for which it is difficult to make due allow-
ance, the Cortes proceeded to outline a number of
proposals which could not but divide the national
resistance still further, and along more definite
lines. An attack upon the privileges of noble blood
alienated the aristocracy; a suggested interference
with the powers and functions of the Inquisition
made the clergy doubt if things would be worse
under the rule of the French. The Spanish colonies,
which had not been backward in contributing aid
to the mother-country, were treated with a con-
tempt worthy of the despotic rule of Philip 11, and
the Cortes entered upon a course which finally pro-
voked the revolt of the colonies, and the serious
complicationswhichthat rebellioninvolved. From
the month of September, 1810, Spanish feeling
ceased to be unanimous, and the sympathy between
the British and the Spanish peoples, of which this
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is the first instance in history, now reached its
period of decline, as the main aims and objects of
the allies began to diverge.

The immediate effect of the meeting of the Cortes
was a change in the personnel of the Spanish Generals.
Andalusia was placed under the charge of Manuel
La Perfa, and he was dso entrusted with the com-
mand of the Spanish forces which guarded the Isla
de Leon. It had been intended that La Komana
should join La Peha at Cadiz, but at the instance
of Wellington, he was retained in his command in
the army which was facing Massena, and General
Graham was left to concert with La Péha a scheme
of defence against the renewed attack upon Cadiz,
for which the enemy had been busily preparing.
To appreciate the situation which led up to the
battle of Barrosa, it will be necessary to give some
account of the fortifications of Cadiz, and of its
topography, as far as concerns our story*

Cadiz is situated upon a small rocky peninsula
at the end of a narrow isthmus, about five miles
long, known as the Isthmus of Cadiz. This isthmus
projects from a flat triangular marsh, broken by a
central ridge, on which stands the town of Isla
Beyond this marsh (the famous Isla de Leon) isthe
Channel of Santi Petri, extending round two sides
of the triangle formed by the Isla, and separating it
from the mainland. The French had invested Cadiz
from the mainland, by means of a chain of forts,
stretching from the mouth of the river Guadalquivir,
some twenty miles north of Cadiz, to a point about
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five miles south of the Santi Petri. The main posi-
tions in this line were Puerto Santa Maria, at the
mouth of the Guadelete; Puerto Real, at the root of
a tongue of land projecting, for a distance of four
miles, towards the Isthmus of Cadiz; and Chiclana,
a strong position almost opposite the southern
mouth of the Santi Petri channel. The tongue of
land projecting from Puerto Real is intersected by
acanal known as the Trocadero; and at its southern
extremities, facing the Isthmus, were the fort of
Matagorda, on the north of the cana, and the
fortified village of Trocadero on the south. To
the north of Puerto Real, the French held the
coast towns of Kota and San Lucar. The defences
of Cadiz consisted, in the last resort, of the com-
munication between the town and the Isthmus,
which would probably have rendered the place
really impregnable had any of the French attacks
penetrated so far. The Isthmus itself was divided
amost at right angles, by a creek called the
Cortadura, at the top of which was an unfurnished
fort called Fernando. A battery at Puntales, on the
Isthmus and opposite to the village of Trocadero,
commanded the approach to the north end of the
Santi Petri. Closeto thejunction of the Isthmus of
Cadiz with the Isla de Leon, was the Torre Gordo,
which offered another point of vantage for the
defence.  Finally, the Spaniards held the Santi
Petri Channel, by means of an island at each end.
The only communication between the Isla de Leon
and the mainland was by a bridge at Zuazo, which
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crossed the Santi Petri at a point near its centre,
whence aroad led directly to the town of Islaand
thenceto Cadiz. Thisbridge had been broken down,
and each side had protected itself by abattery on its
own side of the channel. The Spanish command
of the Santi Petri was, however, more apparent
than real, because the coast line consisted, on the
mainland, of a marsh, from one to three miles
broad, intersected by navigable channels and
creeks of considerable size.

On the 31st of October, 1810, the French suc-
ceeded, by an ingenious stratagem, in adding con-
siderably to their numbers and resources. Part of
their available force was at San Lucar, watched by a
hostile fleet, in spite of which thirty pinnaces and
gunboats managed to escape, and reached the town
of Kota, whence they made their way to Puerto Santa
Maria. So strong was the battery at Puntales that
they did not risk an attempt to get into the Troca-
dero canal by sea, but conveyed their ships on rollers
overland. Thisaccesson tothe strength of the enemy
at the Trocadero batteries was intended to threaten
Puntales, and ultimately to open the Santi Petri to
the French fleet, thus giving them the command of
the Isla de Leon, and reducing the allied forces in
Cadiz to their last line of defence. Reinforcements
were immediately sent from Gibraltar, and Graham
devised a scheme for strengthening the defences,
which the Spaniards were too busy to carry out.
Fortunately, the attack which Soult is supposed to
have meditated upon the fort of Puntales and the de-
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fence of the Cortadura, was prevented by the course
of events in another portion of the area of warfare.
The strategy of Wellington at Torres Vedras led
Napoleon to send instructions to Soult to go to the
assistance of Massena, and in the end of December
he left Cadiz to reduce the fortresses of Olivenza
and Badgos, as a preliminary to carrying out the
Emperor's orders. The French army at Cadiz were
left under the command of Marshal Victor, and
General Graham felt himself strong enough to make
an effort to raise the siege.

Graham's plan was to combine with the troops
stationed at Tarifa, under Lieut.-Col. Brown, and
with a body of Spaniards under Beguines, in an
attempt upon therear of the French lines; but as he
was prevented, by stress of weather, from either
carrying out his own part of the movement, or
communicating with the other commanders, the
scheme had meanwhile to be abandoned. The re-
sult was considerable delay in making the great
effort, and it was not till February 22, that Graham
actually set sail from Cadiz, and landed at Algesiras,
ready to resume his operations for a rear attack
upon the enemy who were threatening Cadiz. ' On
the 24th,' says Gough', 'we marched to Tarifa,
where we were joined by six or eight thousand
Spaniards. We had about 4,000 men. The object
of the expedition' he adds, ' | hardly know.'" The
British troops under Graham's command, when the

! Leter of March 6,1811.
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army left Tarifa, consisted of a detachment, number-
ing about two hundred, of the 2nd German Hussars
under Mgor Busch; about three hundred and fifty
Royal Artillery and Royal Artillery drivers under
Major Duncan; of two brigades, commanded re-
spectively, by Brigadier-General Dilkes and Colonel
Wheatley; and of two detached light battalions
under Lieut.-Col. Brown, and Lieut.-Col. Barnard.
The first of the two brigades included the 2nd
Battalions of the 1s¢ and 3rd Guards, and of the
Coldstream Guards, with a detachment of the 2nd
Battalion of the 95th ; the second, the 1st Battalion
of the 28th and the 2nd Battalions of the 67th and
87th; Brown had the flank companies of the 1st
Battalions of the 9th and 28th Foot; and of the 2nd
Battalions of the 82nd and 47th Foot; while Barnard
commanded adetachment of the 3rd Battalion of the
95th Foot, and a company of the Royal Staff Corps.
Wheatley's division dso contained the flank com-
panies of the 20th Portuguese.

Of the Spanish forces, a portion had been left
under General Zayas, to protect the Isla de Leon,
and to construct a bridge over the Santi Petri, near
the castle of the same name. The 7,000 to whom
Gough refers as joining Graham at Tarifa, were
under the direct command of La Pefha, who asserted
his claim to take charge of the whole operation.
Graham gracefully yielded this point, and the
march was commenced, towards Chiclana, where
about 11,000 French awaited them. On the 2nd
of March, La Pefids vanguard took the fort of
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Casa Vieja. On the 4th, the army marched out
of the Casa. The story of how the British force,
designed to attack the French rear, were them-
selves attacked in rear, how they countermarched,
and how they defeated the enemy is familiar to all
who are acquainted with the campaigns in the
Peninsula, but Major Gough's correspondence
throws some fresh light on the narrative. The
events which led up to the battle of Barrosa may
best be described in the words of Graham's
dispatch:—

After a night's march of sixteen hours, we
arrived, on the morning of the 5th, on the low ridge
of Barrosa, about four miles to the Southward of the
Santi Petri river. This height extends inland about
amile and a half, continuing on the North the ex-
tensive heathy plain of Chiclana. A great Pine
Forest skirts the plain, and circles round the height
at some distance, terminating down to Santi Petri;
the intermediate space between the north side of
the height and the Forest being uneven and broken.

A well-conducted and successful attack on the
rear of the Enemy's lines near Santi Petri, by the
vanguard of the Spanish Army under Brigadier-
General Lardizabal, having opened the communica-
tion with the Isla de Leon, | received General
La Pefia's directions to move down from the position
of Barosa to that of the Torre Bermeja, about half-
way to the Santi Petri river, in order to secure the
communication across the river, over which abridge
had been lately established. This latter position
occupies a narrow woody ridge, the right on the
sea-cliff, the left falling down to the Almanza Creek
on the edge of the Marsh. A sandy beach gives an
easy communication between the western points of
these two positions.
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On receiving La Pehas orders, Graham sent out
cavalry patrolsto discover if the enemy were moving
"~ from their lines at Chiclana. They failed to report
any such movement, and Graham, about the hour
of noon, set out through the pinewood in front
of the height of Barrosa, to effect a junction with
La Pena at Bermeja. The idea of a junction at
Bermeja did not meet with Graham's approval.
He mentions in his dispatch that he considered
Barrosa to be the key to the position of Santi
Petri, and that an attack by the French upon
the Spaniards at Bermeja would have exposed
their flank to the British forces on Barrosa. He
therefore left a rearguard on the top of the hill,
under Brown. The march to Bermeja was only
two miles, but before it was completed, Graham
was informed that the enemy, whom his patrols had
not succeeded in locating, had emerged from the
wood and were marching in force over the plain,
towards the ridge of Barrosa, and were therefore
threatening his rear. Unwilling to abandon Bar-
rosa and the small force he had left on the hill,
Graham immediately gave orders to countermarch,
in the hope of reinforcing Brown; but before he
emerged from the wood, Marshal Victor had suc-
ceeded in driving Brown off, though in good
order.

When Graham reached the open plain, the situa-
tion he had to face wascritical and almost desperate.
The right wing of the enemy, under Laval, was

close upon him; the left, consisting of Euflfin's
| E
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men, led on by Victor himself, were in poses
sion of Barrosa; it had proved impossible, in such
intricate ground, to preserve complete order in his
own columns, 'and," he adds, * there never was time
to restore it entirely." He looked in vain for his
Spanish allies. La Pena, who was responsible for
the situation, made no attempt to come to the
assistance of the British, or to retake Barrosa, but
Graham showed no sign of hesitation. To Brown's
request for orders, he had returned the single word
L Fight,' and in this spirit he determined to act,
although deprived of the help on which he had
relied when he began his countermarch. Retreat
was, indeed, impossible, for the enemy's right wing
could have intercepted them by the seabeach, and
would probably have destroyed the whole force in
the confusion that must have ensued. ' Trusting to
the known heroism of British troops,' says Graham,
' regardless of the numbers and position of the
Enemy, an immediate attack was determined
upon.' 3
Graham's plan of battle was well conceived, and
the trust he placed in his troops was amply justified.
While the infantry were being formed, the artil-
lery, under Major Duncan, opened upon the enemy
a battery of ten guns. Under cover of these, the
right wing was formed of the Brigade of Guards,
Lieut.-Col. Brown's flank battalion of the 28th,
two companies of the 2nd Rifle Corps, and a stray
portion of the 67th Foot. The left was composed of
Wheatley's Brigade, with three stray companies of
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the Coldstreams, and Barnard's flank company.
This accomplished, the advance was resumed, still
under cover of the artillery, and the right wing
with Dilkes in command proceeded to the assistance
of Brown and the rearguard, who were in action
with Ruffin at the foot of the Barrosa ridge. After
a fierce and prolonged struggle, they succeeded in
putting Victor's force to flight, and remained in
possession of Barrosa. Itiswith theleft wing that
we are more immediately concerned. Gough and
the 87th had emerged from the wood in good order,
owing to a fortunate accident. A staff officer of
artillery, while taking a message to another part of
the field, happened to pass the battalion, and gave
its commander the information that the enemy
were close at hand. Gough seized an opportunity of
withdrawing his regiment to a comparatively open
space, where he drew it up. On coming out of the
wood, he took advantage of a chance of deploying,
and was able to form in Une, and to throw out his
flank in view of the enemy's advance. For some
time the regiment remained inactive and exposed
to a galling fire, while Barnard's light troops were
skirmishing in front. While thus waiting, with
ordered arms, the 87th lost a major, a captain, two
lieutenants, and more than fifty men. At last, the
light troops were withdrawn, and the fortunes of
the day depended upon one of the hand-to-hand
encounters which were so frequent at this period.
The 87th advanced and proceeded to charge the 8th
French Begiment. The nature of the fighting is
E2
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thus described by Gough, in a letter written to
his wife, on the morrow of the battle:—

We proudly bring with us a trophy that will
long record the result of two successve charges,
against two Regiments, the 8th and the 47th. The
former came into the field, 1,600 Grenadiers, the
finest looking men | ever saw, and from the centre
of their Column we took their Eagles’. . . The

! The memoirs of the Colonel of the 8th French Regiment
(Vigo-Roussillon) have been published in the Bevue des Deux
Mondes, July-August, 1891. He states that, just before his
regiment was charged by the 87th, he had an opportunity of
slaying General Graham. He was not aware of Graham's
identity, but he refrained, owing to his venerable appearance
and natural dignity. * Son sang-froid, un grand air de calme
et de dignite, avaient arrets mon bras." Almost immediately
he was himself wounded, and it was while he was wounded
that the 87th routed his regiment and captured the eagle.
'Les restes de mon bataillon, se voyant sur le point d&tre
entourés, recultrent, et une charge vigoureuse, faite, de
nouveau, par le87° régiment anglais, acheva de les rompre . . .
Dans |a derntere charge le porte-aigle du | " bataillon ayant
été tué, les Anglais sétaient empares de cette aigle. Bien
des braves se devouerent pour la reprendre et trouverent ainsi
une mort glorieuse. Cette aigle coftta cher aux Anglais,
beaucoup de leurs officiers payment de leur vie I'honneur de la
conserver, mais enfin, elle leur resta' Vigo-Roussillon de-
scribes how he surrendered to an officer, who saved him from
the attack of a sergeant; thelatter not perceiving his wounded
condition. Thisincident is probably the origin of the legend
that Gough decapitated the colonel of a French regiment at
Barrosa. Writing many years later, with reference to news-
paper tales, Lord Gough said, '| was once the white-headed
boy who cut off the head of the French Colonel at Barosa,
who was at the very time of his decapitation quietly amusing
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scene in this charge was even distressing to
my feelings. The French waited until we came
within about 25 paces of them, before they broke,
and as they were in column when they did, they
could hot get away. It was therefore a scene of
most dreadful carnage. | will own to you my
weakness. As of course | was in front of the regi-
ment, therefore in the middle of them, | could not,
confused and flying as they were, cut down an one,
althought | might have twenty, they seemed so
confounded and so frightened. They made, while
we were amongst them (about Quarter of an hour),
little or no opposition. We could have taken or
destroyed the whole regiment, but at this moment
the 47th French regiment came down on our right,
and General Graham, who was, during the whole of
the action, in the midst of it, pointed them out and
begged | would call off my men (I will not say
'Halt' as we were in the midst of the French).
With the greatest difficulty by almost cutting them
down, | got the right wing collected, with which we
charged the 47th, but after firing until we came to
within about 50 paces of them, they (for us, fortu-
nately) broke and fled, for had they done their duty,
fatigued as my men were, at the moment, they must
have cut us to pieces. We were therefore, after
they broke, unable to follow them, but took the
Howitzer attached to them. | have ended this
glorious action after two and a half hours' roar of
cannon and Musketry. | was fortunate in losing
only one officer, four sergeants, and forty-one
rank and file killed; Major Maclaine severely,
Captain Somersall severely, Lts. Barton and Fen-
nel! both severely, six sergeants and 121 rank and
file, wounded.

himself at Paris’ Heseans to have been in error in imagin-
ing that Vigo-Roussillon was not on the field—unless, indeed,
the myth has a different origin altogether.
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The charge of the 87th, aided by the three com-
panies of Guards, who shared in the honour of the
onslaught, and supported by the remainder of the
wing, decided the fate of Laval's troops. No serious
attempt to rally was made by the French wings,
and Graham was left in possession of thefield \

The battle had unquestionably been gained by
the courage of the British troops, and in spite of
the culpable negligence of the Spaniards, to whose
disgraceful conduct Byron alluded in the well-
known lines:—

Bear witness, bright Barrosa, thou canst tell
Whose were the sons that bravely fought and
fell.

Graham, however, does full justice to such assis-
tance as the allies actually rendered. Thejunction
with Zayas was effected by Lardizabal only after
some hard fighting; two Spanish battalions, which
had been left on the hill, ignoring La Pefta's order
to retire, returned to strengthen the right wing of
the British ; and General Whittingham, an English-
man, in command of the Spanish cavalry, while not
taking advantage of the opportunity of making a
flank attack on Kuffin, did keep in check a corps of
infantry and cavalry which endeavoured to turn the
position of the Barrosa height, by means of the beach
road. Busch and his hussars also made a gallant
charge and routed a squadron of French dragoons.

! There is an interesting account of the battle of Barrosa
in A Boy in the Peninsular War, edited by Julian Sturgis.
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Nothing, indeed, can be urged in extenuation of the
conduct of La Pena.  He did not inform Graham of
hisintention to abandon Barrosa, and betake himself,
by the beach, to Santi Petri; but even if Graham
had understood this, it could not palliate La Pefias
desertion of his allies when the French attacked.
Nor did his supineness end here. The British
troops, which had been under arms for over twenty-
four hours, were too much exhausted by the
fighting to be able to follow up their victory with
an onslaught upon the retreating French army. La
Pena, with more than twelve thousand fresh troops,
maintained his attitude of cowardly inactivity, and
Graham could do nothing but withdraw the greater
portion of his army to the Isla de Leon™.

The desertion of La Perfa, while it diminished
the effect of the victory, could not but add to its

! Where the account of the battle of Barrosa, as given above,
differs from the description in Napier's Peninsular War
(bk. xi. chap. 2), it is based upon Gough MSS. and upon
Graham's dispatches. Napier seems to have overstated the
disorder of Graham's force, when he wrote of the troops
under Wheatley and Dilkes as forming ' two masses, without
any attention to regiments or brigades.' Some statements
in Napier's first edition which were clearly erroneous were
modified in subsequent editions, in deference to a protest made
by Gough on the appearance of Napier's book. Napier's
inaccurate statements, with regard to Barrosa, and afterwards
in connexion with the siege of Tarifa (cf. pp. 85-86), are
probably responsible for the error sometimes made of attaching
the soubriquet, ' Faugh-a-Ballaghs' (Clear the ways), to the
88th or the 89th instead of to the 87 th Regiment, to which
alone it is historically applicable. AN
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glory. What might easily have been a disaster of
great moment had been converted into an over-
whelming victory. An eagle and six pieces of
cannon were among the spoils of the day. Puffin
was a prisoner, and the French loss in killed and
wounded was very great. When the news of
Graham's gallant and successful attack, against an
enemy of such superior numbers and possessed of
the key of the position, reached Great Britain, it
was received with an enthusiasm which was out of
proportion to the intrinsic importance of the inci-
dent, though amply deserved by the heroism of
Graham and his men. Lord Liverpool, in his
dispatch to General Graham, gave utterance to the
public feeling when he wrote :—

The memory of those who conquered and of
those who fell in the hour of victory upon the
Height of Barrosa will be ever cherished by the
British nation, and their names will hold a con-
spicuous rank amongst the bravest and worthiest of
our heroes.

The thanks of both Houses of Parliament were
conveyed to General Graham and his army, and
newspaper columns overflowed with tributes in
prose and verse, while audiences at the London
theatres sang: —

They tell us that Eagles can stare at the sun,

Whose beams nor annoy nor dismay ‘em;

But French Eagles fly and French Game Chickens
run,

From the glory of General Graham.
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The 87th had its due share of the glory, as it had
its share of the fighting. The Eagle which they
had captured was the first taken in the war, and
further interest attached to it from the fact that the
laurel wreath which surmounted it was the gift of
Napoleon himself, and that Napoleon's confidence
in the 8th Eegiment was so great that, by his special
orders, the Eagle was not attached to the standard
in the ordinary way. There was some curiosity
about it in England, and Gough gave the following
description of it, in answer to aquery of his wife:
* It is brass, well gilt; the wreath is pure gold.
The Eagle was on a Poll, something stronger, but
very similar to the Poll of a sergeant's halbert. It
is much heavier than the Colours of a regiment,
and from the weight being all at the top, is very
unwieldy.'

Graham was fully conscious of the importance of
the two great charges made by the 87th. He
mentioned them with special commendation in his
dispatch, and wrote to the Colonel, Sir John Doyl e:
" Your Regiment has covered itself with glory.
Recommend it, and its commander, to their
illustrious patron, the Prince Regent; too much
cannot be done for it." The result of these recom-
mendations was that the 87th was honoured by the
Prince Regent with the title of the Prince of Wales's
Own Irish Regiment; and it was allowed to bear
'as aBadge of Honour upon the Regimental Colours
and appointments an Eagle with a Wreath of Laurel
above the Harp, in addition to the Arms of His
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commander, and led, ultimately, to the transference
of his services to another portion of the field. From
the Cortes, which had appointed L a Perfa, and which
retained him in his command, Graham refused to
accept any honour.

So slight had been the effect of the victory of
Barrosa upon the course of the blockade, that Victor's
operations seem never to have been interrupted.
On the 24th of March, Gough writes: ' We are all
getting on here as you might expect. The Spaniards
have all run away, and the bridge over the Santi
Petri is broken down. There was a most heavy
Cannonade last night. | have not as yet heard
the result. The last one of this sort, when upwards
of forty shells were thrown into Cadiz, it is now
ascertained, actually killed a Cat. Whether any of
that species of Spaniard suffered last night, | know
not." The continued shelling of Cadiz may have
been alarming to the shipping in the harbour, but
it did not arrest the flow of spiritsamong the British
troops in the Isla, who celebrated the arrival of
dispatches from home, dealing with the battle of
Barrosa, by feasts and merriment. 'l was obliged
to give all the officers alet-off,' says Gough®, 'several
friends dined with me, and a hundred and four
bottles of wine were drunk." The 87th remained
in the Islafrom the date of Barrosa till the end of
May, when they were sent into garrison at Cadiz.
For about six months, the battalion is aimost always

! Letter of April 24, 1811.
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in one or other of these two positions. In June we
find Gough back again in the Isla, in July he isin
Cadiz, in August there is a slight change to San
Roque, and so on, until the month of October, when
amore serious movement fell to his lot.



I
CADIZ AND TARIFA

THE six months which intervened between the
battle of Barrosa and the beginning of the siege
of Tarifa (the next incident in the war which
concerns us closely) were full of notable events
in other regions of the Peninsula. The construc-
tion of the lines of Torres Vedras, in the winter
of 1809-10, had, in the ensuing summer, kept
Massena at bay, and, by the date of Barrosa, had
resulted in his retreat from Portugal. He was
followed by Wellington, whose army had now re-
ceived sufficient reinforcements to enable him to
adopt offensive measures. In May, Wellington
defeated Massena at Fuentes d'Onoro, and a few
days later the troops under Beresford were success-
ful at Albuera. Meanwhile, there fell to the lot
of the garrison at Cadiz only such domestic incidents
as relieve the monotony of life in ablockaded town.
The blockade continued throughout the summer and
autumn, and not even the defeat of Albuera com-
pelled Soult to withdraw his troops from Cadiz.
To the conduct of Soult during the summer campaign
of 1811, Napier pays awell-deserved tribute; 'When
unexpectedly assailed by Beresford from the north,
by the Murcians on the east, by Ballesteros on the
west, by Graham and La Penma in the south, he
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found means to repel three of those attacks, to
continue the blockade of Cadiz, and to keep Seville
tranquil, while he marched against the fourth,” The
command of the sea retained by the British, saved
the blockaded troops from any of the real hardships
of a sege, and they seem to have suffered chiefly
from tedium. Gough's correspondence is full of
the usual gossip of the messroom. ' Reports here,’
he says, 'are so numerous, and in genera so ill-
founded, that it is impossible to give credit to
anything you hear. When he has a real piece
of news to record, it is not always of a pleasant
nature. ' Our revered General," he writes, on June
the 29th," leavesus tomorrow for Portugal, as second
in command. Thisdistressing piece of news reached
us the day before yesterday. | immediately waited
on him to say the whole Corps entreated he would
take a farewell dinner with us. With tears in his
eyes (I own | could not avoid shedding some), he
fixed on this day, although he said he had made
aresolution not to dine out. He has refused every
other person and Corps. Never did | se such
universal regret, even the rascally Spaniards seem
to feel the loss they will havein Graham. Hetakes
all hisstaff with him. Mg or General Cooke succeeds,
Gough's love for Graham led him to entertain the
hope of obtaining permission to accompany him to
Portugal, although he had just received the command
of a Brigade at Cadiz; but he had to dismiss the
idea as quite out of the question while the blockade
lasted. The weariness of enforced idleness led him
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to make various plans for the future. The warmth
of his home affections suggested schemes for obtain-
ing leave. 'If nothing isto be done here, and | vow
| sse not the slightest chance of it, | propose in
November getting nine months leave. Again he
thinks he would be better in active work at home
than idle at Cadiz, and speculates on the chance
of being made Adjutant-General at Limerick or at
Athlone. In a letter* from Cadiz he gives a descrip-
tion of his monotonous day. '| get up at five, walk
about two miles to the sea to bathe; after returning,
| have just time to dress for my Parade at eight,
which | dismiss at ten, breakfast, and read till
twelve, from which hour to one | give up to the
interior of the Regiment, at my desk. | now lie
down for an hour and a half, get up and dress
for dinner at three. | generally take the first
allowance, a pint, which, with chatting to, | believe,
an attached set of brother officers, brings me to five,
at which hour my horse is at the door, and from
which | ride until half-past seven. It is by this
time getting dark. | then devote one hour to con-
templation, strolling on an eminence near my
quarters. Y ou may well concelve where my thoughts
wander. | transport myself to Plymouth, and
amost in idea then feel all the joys | should there
experience. From nine to ten | read, when | ook
round to see everythingquiet, and retireto a solitary
bed—my only wish either to forget | amin it or to

! Letter of August 9, 1811.
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sleep for the purpose of dreaming of all my soul
holds most dear. In this account of one day and
night, you nearly perceive how | pass my time,

A month later, it is the same story:—'l wish of
all things to go to Portugal. ... | am sick to death
of thistown. . .. Anything is better than this dull,

stupid place and way of spending one's time,’

There was certainly no special reason for loving
Cadiz or its people. The dispute between Graham
and the Spanish Government about the responsibility
for the failure at Barrosa added to the indignation
felt against La Peffa, and reports' from Cadiz in
the course of the summer are full of the jealousy
which subsisted between the allied forces, and of
the weakness and misrule of the Spanish Regency.
" The temper of the public mind at Cadiz is very
bad, the press has lately teemed with publications
filled withreproachesof theEnglish.... TheRegency
and Cortes have lost all influence everywhere . . .
the Spanish generals have been quarrelling,” Six
weeks before leaving Cadiz, Graham wrote:—* The
government here supported by the Cortes seemed
to be determined to adhere with blind obstinacy
and pride to a system that has nearly brought the
causetoruin, and notwithstanding Lord Wellington's
great efforts they are playing Buonaparte's game so
positively that | despair of any great good,” A report
written on the last day of July sums up the situa-
tion:—'Nothing can be more wretched than the

! Quoted in Napier (App.toVol.l111).
| F
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state of affairs here; the regents are held in universal
contempt, and such is the want of talent, | can
hardly hope that a change will make any improve-
ment: the treasury is empty, and no probability
of the arrival of any money from America, so that
affairs are really in a worse state than they have
been at any time since the commencement of the
war,'

October brought a welcome relief. After the
battle of Barrosa, Brown had returned to Tarifa,
and remained in command of the garrison till the
end of June, when he left, with the 28th Regiment,
to join Wellington. He was succeeded by Major
King, of the 82nd, who, in spite of the complete
quiet which had persisted through the summer,
insisted upon the improvement of the defences. In
the middle of August, some alarm was caused by
the sege of the neighbouring castle of Alcala by
a French army, and General Beguines represented
that Tarifawasthe real object of attack. Lieutenant-
General Campbell prepared a plan for the defence,
which was carried out under King. Inthe beginning
of September, the aspect of affairs became more
threatening. Soult, who seems to have aimed at
using Tarifa as a depdt for the army at Cadiz,
drove Ballesteros to seek shelter under the guns
of Gibraltar, but want of provisions caused him
to withdraw, and Ballesteros escgped. On the
22nd, the garrison of Alcala surrendered, and
although Ballesteros won a small victory three
days later, the British commandant at Tarifadecided
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that reinforcements must immediately be obtained.
The jealousy of the genera in command of the
Spanish troops (Don Manuel Daban) caused some
opposition, but the wisdom of King's demand was
justified when Ballesteros was again driven back
upon Gibraltar, by the enemy's occupation of San
Roque. In answer to king's request, it was decided
to send twelve hundred men to Tarifa, and among
the troops selected for this purpose was the 2nd
Battalion of the 87th, whose commander thus de-
scribes their start:—

OFF TARIFA : Oct 12th, 1811

It seemed the enemy threatened the Spanish
General Ballesteros, and General Cooke has thought
it advisable to send aforce to Tarifato attract their
attention to that quarter, thereby to save this last
hope of the Spanish cause, the aforementioned
Spanish General. But | believe, indeed | am
certain, that Colonel Skerrett, of the 47th, who has
got the command, has likewise the most positive
orders not to attempt anything offensive, and to fall
back immediately the object will be gained by
drawing the French force towards the North,
where we are to act. Indeed, when | mention our
force, it will prove to you that we have not been
sent to fight, as it only consists of alight brigade of
artillery, under Captain Hughes, eight companies of
the 47th regiment (550) under Major Broad, eight
companies of the 87th (525), and one company of
the 95th under Capt. Jenkins (75)—in all no more
than 1,200 men. Colonel Skerrett 1st in command
with Lieutenant Colonel Lord Proby of the guards,
2nd, your humble servant, the next senior officer.
| cannot tell you the delight this little temporary
move has given us all, anything for a change to

F2
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a soldier, . . . We only got the first intimation of
such a thing going forward while | was at dinner
on the 9th, and at ten next morning |I marched
down to the Malle and embarked the whole of the
men and baggage in three minutes, to the astonish-
ment of every person present. The Captain-of-the-
Navy Bruce, who, by the bye, tells me he knows
you very well, said at a public dinner that day,
before the commanding officers of the other corps,
that, since he came into the Navy, he never saw
a regiment embark in the enthusiastic stile the
87th did, which by the byewas true, as | never saw
such a set of fellows, it really isapity that they will
be disappointed in not meeting t