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Voyages, Settlements) Wars, and Trade, of the
French in the Eaji-Indies.

I ‘THE ancient Gauls, almoft aways a war BO\?K

with each other, had no other intercourfe «— s
. - but fuch as favage nations, whofe wants Ancient
. . revolu-
are always few, can have with each other. Their tionsof
connexions abroad were ftill more circumfcribed. RS
Some navigators from Vannes carried earthen-ware '
to Great Britain, where they bartered it for dogs,
Haves tin, and furs. Such of thefe articles as
they could not difpofe of at home, were conveyed
to Marfeilles, and there exchanged for wines,
fluffs, and fpices, which were brought thither by
traders from Italy or Greece.

- VOL. II. B THIS
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HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE
THIS kind of traffic was not carried on by all

‘—,— the Gauls. It appears from Csefar's account, that

the inhabitants of Belgia had prohibited the im-
portation of all foreign commodities, as tending
to corrupt their morals. They thought their own
foil fufficiently fruitful to anfwer all their wants.
The Celtic and Aquitanian Gauls were not fo
ftricl. To enable them to pay for the commodi-
ties they might procure from the Mediterranean,
and for which their defire was continually increa-
fing, they had recourfe to a kind of labour that
had never before occurred to them: they colleftcd
with great care all the gold duft that was brought
down with the fand along the flream of feveral of
their rivers.

THOUGH the Romans had neither a turn for
trade, nor held it in any kind of eftimation, it
necelfarily increafed in Gaul, after they had fub-
dued, and in fome meafure civilized it. Seaports
were eflablifhed at Aries, Narbonne, Bourdeaux,
and other places. Magnificent roads were every
where made, the ruins of which we ftill behold
with aftonifhment. Every navigable river had its
company of merchants, to whom confiderable pri-
vileges were granted. Thefe were called Nautes,
and were the agents and fprings of a general circu-
lation.

THIS riling fpirit was checked by the inroads
of the Franks and other barbarous nations; nor

was it reftored to its former aftivity, even when
'thefe robbers had eftablilhed themfehes in their

conquefts.  To their lavage fury fuccccded an
. unbounded



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES

unbounded paflion for wealth, to gratify which,
they had recourfe to every kind of oppredon.
Every boat that came to a town was to pay a duty
for entrance, another for the falute, a third fat
the bridge, a fourth for approaching the fhorg
a fifth for anchorage, a fixth for leave to unload,
and a feventh for ftoreroom. Land cariages
wer<\not more favourably treated, and were ex-
pofed to the infufferable tyranny of cuftom-houfe
officers, who were difperfed all over the country.
Thefe exceffes were carried fo far, that fometimes
the goods brought to market did not produce
enough to pay the expences incurred before the
fade of them. A total difcouragement was the ne-
ceffary confequence of fuch enormities.

CLOYSTERS foon became the only places where
induftry prevailed, and manufactures were carried
on. The monks were not then corrupted by idle-
nefs, intrigue, and debauchery. Ufeful labours
filled up the vacancies of an edifying and retired
life. The moft humble and robuft of them (hnred
the toils of agriculture with their fervants. Thofe
to whom nature had imparted lefs ftrength, or
more underftanding, applied themfelves to the
cultivation of the oegleked and abandoned arts.
All of them in filence and retirement Were en-
gaged in the fervice of their country, whofe fub-
ftance their fucceflbrs have inceffantly devoured,
and difturbed its tranquillity.

DAGOBERT excited the fpirit of his countrymen
\n the feventh century. Fairs were opened, to
which the Saxons flocked with tin and lead from

B2 England |

3
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HISTORY OFSETTLEMENTSAND TRADE

England; the Jews with jewels and gold or filver
plate; the Sclavonians with all the metads of the
north; traders from Lombardy, Provence, and
Spain, with the commodities of their refpe&ive
countries, and thofe they received from Africa,
Egypt, and Syriaj and- merchants of every pro-
vince in the kingdom, with whatever their foil
and their induftry afforded. Unfortunately this'
profperity was of a fhort duration; it difappeared
under indolent kings, but revived under Char-
lemagne.

THAT prince, who might without flattery be
ranked with the greateft men recorded in hiftory,
had he not been fometimes influenced by fangui-
nary fchemes of conqueft, and fullied with afts of
perfecution and tyranny, feemed to follow the
footfleps of thofe firit Romans, who made rural
labours a relaxation from the fatigues of war.
He applied liimfelf to the care of his vail do-
mains, with that clofenefs and fkill which would
hardly be expefted from the mod affiduous man
in a private ftation. All the great men of the
ilate followed his example, and devoted themfelves
10 hufbandry, and to thofe arts which attend, or
ae immediately connefted with it. From that
period the French had plenty of their own pro-
duftions to barter, and could with great esfe make
them circulate throughout the immenfe empire,
which was then fubjeft to their dominion.

So flourilhing a fituation prefented a frefh
alurement to the Normans to indulge the incli-
nation they had for piracy. Thofe barbarians,

accuflomed
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accuftbmed to fesk from plunder that wealth which B?'OK
their foil did not afford, came in multitudes out of e
their inhofpitable climate in queft of bopty. They
attacked all the fearcodfts but thofe of France,

which proofed the richeft fpoil, with the grpateft
violence. The ravages they committed, with thp
cruelties they exercifed, the flames they kindled

for a whole century in thofe fertile prpyinces,

cannot be remembered without horror. During

that fatal period nothing wes thought-of buf how

to efcape flavery or death. There was no com-
munication between the fevera parts of the king-

dom, and confeqgently no trade.

IN the mean-time the nobles, intruded with the
adminiftration of the provinces, had infenfibly
made themiélves mailers of them, and had found
means to make their authority hereditary. Tjiey
had not, indeed, thrown off all dependence on
the head of the empire; but, retaining the mpdeft
appellation of vaffais, they were not much lefs
formidable to the ftate than the kings in the neigh-
bourhood of its frontiers. They were confirmed
in their ufurpations at the memorable cera when
the fceptre was removed from the family of Char-
lemagne to that of the Capets. From that time
there were no longer any national affemb_lles,,
no tribunals, no laws, no government. In that
fatal confufion, tine fword ufurped the place of!
jufticc, and the free citizens were forced to. em-
brace fervitude, to purchafe the proteclipn of a
chief who, was able to defend them.

B3 " ~ COM-



HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE

COMMERCE could not poffibly flourith when
loaded with the (hackles of flavery, and in the
tnidit of the continual difturbances occalioned by
the mod cruel anarchy. Induftry is the child of
peace ; nothing depreffes it fo much as fervitude.
Genius languifhes when it is not animated by
hope and emulation; and neither of thefe can fub-
Cft where there is no property. Nothing :a
ftronger recommendation of liberty, or more fully
proves the rights of mankind, than the impoffibi-
lity of working fuccefsfully to enrich barbarous
jnafters. '

SEVERAL of the kings of France entertained
fome idea of this important truth 5 they attempted
to abridge the power of thofe petty tyrants, who,
by ruining their unfortunate vaTds kept up the
calamities of the monarchy, St. Lewis was the
firft who introduced trade into the fyftem of go-
vernment. Before his time it was only a work of
chance and circumflances. He brought it under
the regulation of ftated laws; and he himfelf drew
up itarutes, which have ferved as a model, for
thofe that have fince been enafted.

THESE firft fteps led the way to meafures of
greater importance. The old law, which forbad
the exportation of all productions of the kingdom,
Wa ftill in iorce, and agriculture was difcouraged
by this abfurd prohibition. The wife monarch re-
moved thefe fatal impediments, expefting, not
Without ' reafon. that a free exportation would re-
ftore to the nation thofe tresfures which his im-
pudent expedition into Afia had lavifhed.

SOME
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SOME political events feconded thefe falutary B(?OK
views. .Before the reign of St. Lewis, the kings
of France had but few ports on the ocean, and
none on the Mediterranean. The northern coafts
were divided between the Counts of Flanders and
the Dukes of Burgundy, Normandy, and Bretagne :
the reft belonged to the Engliih. The fouthern
coafts were poffefTed by the Counts of Touloufe,
and 'the Kings of Majorca, Arragon, and Caftile.
By this arrangement, the inland provinces had lit-
tle or no communication with the foreign markets.
The union of the county of Touloufe with the
crown removed this great obftacle, at leafl for a
part of the French territory.

PHILIP, the fon of St. Lewis, defirous of im-
proving the advantages of this union, endea
voured to draw to Nifmes, a city under his juris-
diction, part of the trade carried on at Montpel-
lier, which belonged to the king of Arragon. The
privileges he granted produced the delired effeft;
but it was foon found to be an objeft of little con-
fequence. The Italians fupplied the kingdom with
fpices, perfumes, filks, and all the rich fluffs of
the Eaft. The arts had not made fuch progrefs in
France as to admit of the manufactures being ufed
in exchange; and the produce of agriculture was
not fufficient to defray fo many expences of
luxury. A trade of fuch value could not be car-
ried on without money, and there was but little
in the kingdom, efpecially fince the Crufades;
though France was not fo poor as moft of the
pther European nations.

B4 PHILIP,
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B?\?K PHILIP, furnamed The Fair, was fenfible of

eyt thefe truths; he found means to improve agri-
culture, fo as to anfwer the demands of foreign
importations; and thefe he reduced, by eftablifhing
new manufactures, and improving the old ones.
Under this reign the miniftry firft undertook to
guide the hand of the artift, and to direft his
labours. The breadth, the quality, andthe f i -
fing of the cloths were fixed; the exportation of
wool, Which the neighbouring nations came to
purchafe in order to manufacture it, was prohi-
bited. Thefe Were the beft mesfures that could]
be taken in thofe times of ignorance.

SINCE that period the progrefs of the arts was
proportioned to the decay of feudal tyranny. The
French, however, did not begin to form their tafte
till the time of their expeditions into Italy. They
were dazzled with a thoufand new objefts that pre-
fented themfelves at Genoa, Venice, and Florence.
Theftriflnefs obferved by Anne of Bretagne, un-
der the reigns of CharlesVIII. and Lewis XI1. at
firft “reftrained the conquerors from giving full
fcope to their propenfity for imitatione, but no
fooner had Francis 1. invited the women to court,
no fooner had Catharine of Medicis croffed the
Alps, than the great affected an elegance unknown
before fince the firft foundation of the monarchy.
The whole nation was led by this alluring ex-
ample of luxury, and the improvement of the ma
nufactures was the natural conference.

7 FROM
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FROM Henry Il. to Henry IV. the civil wars;

»
BOOK
V.

the unhappy divifions of religion, the igu.<raace s ed

of government, the fpirit of finance which began
to have its influence in the council; the barbarous
and devouring avarice of men in bufinefs, encou-
raged by the proteftion they enjoyed; all thefe
‘feveral caufes retarded the progreis of induftry,
could never deftroy it. It revived with frefh
fplendour under the frugal adminiftration of Sully.
It was amoil: extinguiftied under thofe of Richelieu
and Mazarine, both governed by the farmers of the
revenue; one wholly taken up with his ambition
for empire and his fpirit of revenge, the other
with intrigue and plunder.

No king of France had ever ferioufly confidered
the advantages that might accrue from a trade to
India, nor had the emulation of the French been
excited by the luftre which other nations derived
fromit. They confumed more eaftern productions
than any other nation; they were as favourably
lituated for procuring them at the firft hand; and
yet they were content to pay to foreign induftry
What their own might as well have partaken of.

SOME merchants of Rouen had ventured, in-
deed, in 1535, upon afmall expedition ; but Ge-
nonville, who ccftnmanded it, itiet with violent
ftorms at the Cape of Good Hope, was call upon
unknown lands, and with much difficulty got back
to Europe.

IN 1601 a fociety formed in Bretagne fitted
out two fliips, to endeavour to get a fhare, if
poflible, of the riches of the Eaft, which the

Fortuguefe,

Firlt

vovage of
the F?-:nch
tes the Haft
Indics.
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HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE

Portuguefe, the Englifh, and the Dutch, were ton-
tending for, Pyrard, who commanded thefe (hips,
arrived at the Maldives, and did not return to his
own country till after an unfortunate navigation of
ten years.

A NEW company, headed by oneGirard, anative
of Flanders, fitted out fome (hips from Normandy
for the ifland of Java, in 1616 and 1619. They
returned with cargoes fufficient to indemnify the
adventurers, but not enough to encourage them to
any frefli undertakings.

CAPTAIN Reginon, upon the expiration of this
fruitlefs grant in 1633, prevailed upon fomc mer-
chants of Dieppe, two years after, to enter upon
a track which might be produftive of great riches,
if properly purfued. Fortune baffled the endea
vours of the new adventurers. The only advan-
tage gained by thefe repeated expeditions, wes
the high opinion that was conceived of the ifiand
of Madagafcar, difcovered by the Portuguefe in
1506.

THIS gave rife to a company in 1642, which
Was to make a confiderable fettlement on that ifiand,
to fecure to their fhips the necefiary refrelhments
for failing further.

UPON a furvey of the ifland, it was found to
be fituated along the eaftern coaft of Africa; it
was three hundred and thirty-fix leagues long,
and one hundred and twenty broad in the wideft
part, and about eight hundred in circumference.
By whatever wind afhip is brought there, nothing
but dreary and barren fands are to be feen ; but

at
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a a greater diftance from the ftiore the foil is BOOK

fometimes black, fometimes reddfth, moftly fruit- .. _

ful, and every where watered by a great number

of rivers. Vegetation is here very quick 5 the foil

requires little labour, and naturally produces rice,

potatoes, bananas, pine-apples, indigo, hemp, cot-

ton, lilk, i'ugar, palm-trees, cocoatrees, orange-
gum-trees, and timber fit for building, and

for every ufe. The paftures are excellent, and

are covered with oxen of the largeft kind, and

fheep exactly refembling thofe of Barbary.

T H Eifland of Madagafcar is divided into a great
many provinces; each of them has a chief called
Bian, which anfwers to the word Lord. All the
enligns of his dignity are hisflaves and his flocks.
His place is hereditary ;, but, in default of heirs,
it devolves upon the oldeft of his delegates. His
council is compofed of fome magiftrates whom he
makes choice of; and the reft, which is the
greateft number, refide in the villages, to preferve
peace, and adminifter juftice. He can neither de-
clare war without their confent, nor fnpport it
without the voluntary contribution and aftual
afliflance of his people.

SUCH is the general form of government in the
ifland; the province of Anoffi aone differs from
it, having been poffeffed by the Arabs for fevera
centuries part. Though few in number, they foon
became the ftrongeft, and divided the country
into twenty-two diftrifts, each of which had a
ruler of their own nation, to whom they gave the
Name of BoanAriariy or defcendaw of Abdamiide
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BOOK Thefe petty fovereigns are continually at war with
.____;__, each other, but never fail to unite againft the
other princes of Madagascar, who hold them in
deteftation, as being foreigners and ufurpers. This
is of al the ifland that part which is the raoft
dfiilitute of morals, activity, induftry, and bra-
very, becaufe it is the only one where there is no
liberty.
soME of the French fettled a Fort Dauphin, in
the country of Anoffi, have lately in their excur-
fions difcovered a new race of men, called Kimos,
the tailed of whom are not above four feet high.
They inhabit about forty villages in the interior
parts, towards the north-weft of the ifland. They
are faid to be more miichievous than their neigh-
bours, and, what appears very extraordinary,
not fo cowardly. They never dir out of their
mountains, nor fuffer any one to penetrate into
them.

THE other inhabitants of Madagafcar are tall,
nimble, and have a haughty appearance. They
will malv a deep defign, or a ftrong paffion, under
afmiling face, as artfully as any knave in acivi-
lized nation. They are ignorant of the origin of
their laws, but obferve them with great exactnefs.
The old men, who are intruded with the care of
enforcing them, never any fee for the trial
of a criminal, and think themfelves fufficiently
rewarded if they can rid their country of a male-
factor. In civil caufes the parties bring them fo
many head of cattle, in proportion to the impor-
tance of the affair.

TUB
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THE offence that is nioft frequently brought Book:
before thefe magiitrates is theft. Notwithlland- L.,
ing the cuftom of boring the hand of the perfon
convicted of this crime, the propenfity to theft
prevails univerfally. The inhabitants, ever afraid
of their property, live in continual miftruft of
each other. For their mutual fecurity, they fed
their engagements with the moft folemn oath's.
They are fo accuftomed to thefe formalities, that
they practife them even when they have any tranf--
actions with Europeans. On thefe important occa
fions, he.who reprefents the nation puts into a
veffel, filled with brandy, fome gold, filver, gun-
flint, if poffible fome of the duft of the tomb of
his anceftors, and frequently blood, which, after
the manner of the ancient Scythians, the parties
draw out of their own arms by incifion. During
thefe preparatives, their weapons are laid on the
ground in the form of a crofs. Soon after, both
parties take them up, and hold them with the
point in the cup, conftamly flirting the contents
till the agreement is made. Then the contracting
parties, the witneffes, and the fpectators, all drink
out of the cup till it is empty; after which they
embrace and retire.

RELIGIOUS principles do not reftrain the peo-
pie of Madagafcar from acts of injuftice. Though
in general they admit the prevailing doctrine of
the two principles, they have but a confufed
notion of it, nor have they any form of worfhip
whatever. Notwithftanding this indifference for
religion, they are addifted to every kind of fuper-

ftition,
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ftition. In their uncouth notions of aftrology they
peither fee, nor imagine, any thing which they do
not conned with futurity*

T HE moft: dangerous of all their prejudices is,
doubtlefs, the diftinction between lucky and un-
lucky days. They inhumanely put to death all
children born on the unlucky day. This deftruc-
tive principle is one caufe among many
which prevents the population of this country.

THOSE who do not fall victims to this cruel fu-
perilition are generally circumcifed at the age of
two years, or twenty-four moons, as they exprefs

.it. The ceremony is performed with all poffible

folcmnity. While the operation is performing,
one of the child's parents holds a cup under the
facred knife; and the moft diftinguifhed of the
uncles fwallows the part of the prepuce that has
been cut off. The reft of the family, and the by-
ftanders, dip afinger into the blood, and tafteit.
Theie lingular myfterics are concluded with fefti-
vity, dancing, and plesfures of all kinds.

THE people of Madagafcar never receive any
kind of education, and marry as foon as they attain
to the ftate of manhood. A man of the lower clafs,
even a Have, takes as many wives as he pleafes,
or as many as he can find. Perfons in higher
ftations have but one lawful wife; but in order to
vary their pleafures they keep concubines. They
all put away their wives whenever they diflike
them; and both parties are at full liberty to marry

. again, or to remain fingle.

5 THE
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T H E people of Madagafcar lead an idle and dif- BOI\(?K
folute life, and feldom /arrive at old age. An un- «— v
wholefome climate, bad food, conftant debauchery,
the want of proper &fliftance, together with other
caufes, concur to haften their end. When a man
dies, the whole neighbourhood is apprized of it by
lamentations, exprefled in one continued mournful
ftrain. The relations meet, and partake of the
molt profufe entertainments, whilft the molt affec-
tionate of the flaves keeps afking the decedfed,
" What could induce him to quit all that was
dear to him." After eight days the corpfe is
buried with the choked jewels of the deceafed,
who is not even then forgotten. The refpeft for
anceftors is incredible in thofe barbarous regions.
It is no uncommon thing, to fee men of all ages
weep over the tombs of their fathers, and aik their
advice in the moll important occurrences of life.

T HE common food of the inhabitants of Mada-
gafcar is rice, which multiplies a hundred fold,
though no pains are taken in cultivating it. Their
drink is a kind of mead, and wine made with fugar
and banana. Their greateft finery is a pagne over
their flioulders, and another round their waift.

MADAGASCAR had been vifited by the Portu-
guefe, the Dutch, and the Englifh; who had
defpifed it, finding none of thofe objects which
brought them to the Eaft. The French, who
feemed to have no determinate object in view,
fpent that capital they had referved for the pur-
pofe of trade, in fubduing the ifland. They
found fome gold fcattcred in one corner of it, and

directly
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BOOK  directly concluded there muft be gold mines, nevef

\.....l.\,/,.'._l fufpecting that this metal, tbe quantity of which
was continually decreafing, might have been brought
thither by the Arabs. They were punifhed for
their greedinefs, by the lofs of their whole flock'
At the expiration of their grant they had nothing
left but a few tenements, fituated in five or fix
different parts of the coaft, built of boards covered
with leaves, furrounded with flakes, and decorated
with the pompous name of forts, becaufe they
mounted a few bad pieces of cannon. Their de*
fenders were reduced to about a hundred robbers,
who by their cruelties daily increafed the hatred
conceived againft their nation. The whole of
their conquefts amounted to a few fraal diftricts,
forfaken by the natives, and fome few larger ones,
from whence they forcibly extorted a tribute of
provifions.

MARSHAL de la Meilleraie feized upon thefe
ruins, and conceived the project of reftoring this
ill-conducted undertaking for his own private
emolument. He had fo little fuccefs, that his pro-
perty fold but for 20,000 livres*, which was
full as much as it was worth.

AT laft, in 1664, Colbert prefented Lewis X1V .
a plan for an Eaft India Company. Agriculture
was then fo flourifhing in France, and induftry fo
animated, that this branch of commerce feemed
to be needlefs. The minifter was of a different
opinion; he forefaw that the other European na-

' 8751
tions
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tions would follow his example, and fet up manu- BOOK
factures of their own, and would afo have another ;_L\,/__;
advantage over them by their connexions in the

Eaft Indies. This was confidered as an inftance of

deep penetration, and an Eaft India company was
accordingly created, tefted with all the privileges
enjoyed by the Dutch Eaft India company. Col-
. bert went (till further; and, confidering that in

order to carry on great commercia undertakings

there muft always be a certain confidence in re-
publics, which cannot be exported in monarchies,

had recourfe to every expedient that could pro*

duce it.

A CHARTER was granted for fifty years, that
the company might be encouraged to form great
{etdlements, with a profpeft of reaping the fruits
of them.

A L L foreigners advancing 20,000 livres * were
to be deemed Frenchmen, without being natura-
lized.

ON the like terms, officers, whatever corps
they belonged to, were allowed leave of abfence,
without forfeiting the rights of their port, or
their pay. _

WHATEVER was wanted for the building, equip-
ment or victualling of the (hips, was to be entered
duty-free, and be exempt from all duties to the
admiralty.

THE government engaged to pay fifty livresf
per ton for all goods exported from France to

875l. t 2l 3 od.
VOL.II. C India
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India, and feventy-five livres* for every ton im-
ported from thence.

T HE government entered into engagements, to
defend the fettlements of the company with a fuf-
ficient military force, and to convoy their outward
and homeward bound (hips, with asilrong a fqua-
dron as exigencies fhould require.

T H E reigning paffion of the nation was made
fubfervient to this eftablifhment. Hereditary titles
and honours were promifed to fuch as Ihould difr
tinguifh themfelves in the fervice of the company.

As trade wes yet in its infancy in France, and
was unable to furnifh the fifteen millionsf that
were to conftitute the flock of the new fociety,
the miniftry engaged to lend as far as three mil-
lions . The nobles, the magiftrates, all orders of
men, were invited to (hare the reft. The nation,
proud to pleafe their king, who had not yet crufhed
them with the weight of his falfe greatnefs, came
into the propofal with great eagernefs.

THE perfilting in the refolution of forming a
fettlement at Madagafcar deprived the company
of the benefit of thefir ft voyage. They were at
length obliged to relinquilh that ifland, whofe
favage and unconquerable inhabitants could not be
reconciled either to the commaodities, the worfhip,
or the manners of Europe,

AT that period it was, that the company's ihips
began to fail directly to India. By the intrigues
of Marcara, a native of Ifpahan, but in the
French intereft, they obtained leave to eftablifh

* 3.5 7d¥% Tt  Above 656,2001. 1 131,250
factories
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factories on feveral places on the coaft of the
peninfula. They even attempted to fecure a fhare
gf the Japan trade. Colbert offered to lend none
but protcftantsj but by the artifices of the Dutch
the French were denied an entrance into that
empire, as the Englifll had been before.

SURAT had been pitched upon for the center of
all the bufinefs which the company was to carry
on in thofe parts. It was from that capital of
Guzarat that all orders were to be iffued for the
inferior fettlements. Thither all goods deftined
for Europe were to be brought.

GUZARAT forms a peninfula between the Indus
and Malabar. It is about one hundred and fixty
miles in length, and much the fame in breadth.
It is feparated from the kingdom of Agra by the
mountains of Marva. It rains there inceffantly
from June to September; at all other times the
fky is fo clear, that fcarce a cloud is to be feen.
The burning heat of the fun, however, is happily
tempered by refreChing dews, which cool the air
and moiften the ground. The richnefs of a foil
abounding in corn, rice, fugar, cotton, cattle,
game, fruits of all kinds continually fucceeding
each other, added to a variety of important manu-
factures, was fufficient for the happinefs of the
inhabitants; when, in the beginning of the eighth
century, Grangers came and introduced new branches
of induftry among them.

SOME Perfians, who were perfecuted for their
opinions by the Saracens their conquerors, took
refuge in the ifle of Ormus, whence they failed

C2 fome
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fome time after for India, and landed at Diu.

v—mers |1 this afylumthey continued only nineteen years,

and then embarked again. They were driven by
the winds upon a pleafant Chore between Daman
and Ba*aim. The prince who governed that coun-
try confented to receive them as his fuhjects, on
condition that they fhould reveal the myfteries of
their belief, that they ftiould lay down their arms,
that they fhould fpesk the Indian language, that
their women fhould go abroad unveiled, and that
they fhould celebrate their nuptials at the clofe of
the evening, according to the cuftom of the coun-
try. As thefe ftipulations contained nothing re-
pugnant to their religious notions, the people
who fled there for protection agreed to them. A
piece of ground was allotted them, where they
built a town, whence they foon fpread further up
the country.

A HABIT of labour happily contracted by necef-
fity had mede both the lands and the manufactures
profper in their hands. They were fo wife as not
to interfere with government or war, and enjoyed
a profound tranquillity in fte midft of all the
revolutions that happened from time to time. In
confequence of this circumfpection, and of the
affluence in which they lived, they multiplied very
fall. They dways remained a feparate people, dif-
tinguiflied by the name of Parfes, never inter-mar-
rying with the Indians, and adhering to the princi-
ples which had occafioned their banittoment. Their
tenets were thofe of Zoroafler, fomewhat atered by
time ,ignorance, and the rapaciouinefs of the priefts.

THE
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THE profperity of Guzarat,, partly owing t6 BQQK.
the exiled Periians, excited the ambition Of tWO ‘emyamat
formidable powers, Whilft the Portuguefe annoyed
it on the fide of the fea by the ravages they com-
mitted, by the victories they gained, and by the
conqueft of Dn, juftly eftecmed the bulwark of
the kingdom; the Moguls, aready mailers of the
north of India, and eager to advance towards the
fouthern parts. where trade and riches were to be
found, threatened it from the continent.

BADUR, a Patau by birth, who then reigned
over Guzarat, faw how impoffible it would be for
him at once to withftand two fuch enemies, both
heat upon his deftruction. He thought he had
lefs to fear from a people whofe forces were fepa-
rated from their dominions by immenfe fcas than
from a nation firmly fettled on the frontiers of his
provinces. This confideration made him deter-
mine to be reconciled with the Portuguefe. The
conceffions he made induced them to join with
him againft Akbar, whofe activity and courage
they dreaded little lefs than he did.

THIS dliance difconcerted men who thought
they had only Indians to ded with. They could
not think of engaging with Europeans, who were
reputed invincible. The natives, not yet recovered
from the confternation into which thefe conque-
rors had thrown them, reprefented them to the
Mogul foldiers as men come down from heaven,
or rifen from the waters, of a fpecies infinitely
fuperior to the Afiatics, and far fnrpafling them
in valour, gehius, and knowledge. 'The army,

C3 ’ feized
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feized with a panic, was urging the generas tQ
march back to Delhi, when Akbar, convinced that
a prince who undertakes a great conqueft muft
command his own troops, haftened to his camp.
He did not hefitate to promife his troops that
they fhould fubdue a people enervated by luxury,
riches, pleafures, and the heat of the climate;
and that the glory of purging Afia of that hand-
ful of banditti was referved for them. The army,
thus encouraged, expreffed their fatisfaction, and
niarched on with confidence. They foon came
to an engagement; the Portuguefe, ill feconded
by their allies, were furrounded and cut to pieces,
Badur fled, and never returned. All the cities
of Guzarut haftened to open their gates to the
conqueror. This fine kingdom in 1565 became
a province of that vaft empi re WhICh was foon to
fubdue all Indoftan.

UNDER the Mogul government, which was
then in its full glory, Guzarat enjoyed more
tranquillity than before. The manufactures were
multiplied at Cambaya, Amadabat, Broitfchia,
and feveral other places. New ones were fet up
in thofe towns which were yet unacquainted with
this branch of induftry.  The culture of lands
was improved, and their productions increafed.
That part of Malabar which borders upon qu
zarat, long fince tired of the impofitions of the Por-
tuguefe, brought their linen cloths thither. The
goods manufactured on the banks of the Indus
were likewife lent to this country, as they could
not conveniently be conveyed down theriver, the

ftream
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ftream being too rapid above to land them, and BOOK
below the waters discharging into the fea by fo \..._.,....J
many channels, that they are in amanner loft in
the' fands.

A L L theferiches centered at Sum, which ftands
on the river Tapta, afew miles from the ocean.
This city was indebted for this advantage to a
fort, which protected the merchants, and to its
harbour, the bed on that coaft, though not an
excellent one. The Moguls, who had then no
other maritime town, drew all their articles of
luxury from thence-, and the Europeans, who had
Hot at that time any of the great fettlements
they have fince made at Bengal and on the coaft
of Coromandel, bought mod of their Indian -
commodities at that place. They were all col-
lected there, as the people of Surat had taken
care to procure a navy fuperior to that of their
neighbours.

THEIR Fhips, which were exceedingly durable,
were moftly of a thoufand or twelve hundred tons
burthen. They were built of a very ftrong wood
called Teak, Inftead of launching them with a
coftly apparatus and complicated engines, they let
the tide into the dock, and it fet them afloat.
The cordage was made of the bark of the cocoa
tree; it was rougher and lefs pliable than ours,
but at leaft as ftrong. Their cotton fals were
neither fo ftrong nor fo lading as our hempen
ones, but more pliable and lefs apt to be torn.
Inftead of pitch, they made ufe of the gum of a
free called Damar, which was, perhaps prefer-

C4 able.
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BOQK able.  Thefkill of their officers, though but mo*

*——t derate, was fufficient for the fess and the fesfons
in which they failed. As to their failors, called
Lafcars, the Europeans have found them fervice
able in their voyages from one part of India to
another. They have even been employed fuccefs-
fully in bringing home into our flcrmy latitudes
fuch fhips as had loft their crews.

So many united advantages had brought to
Surat a grest eoncourfe of Moguls, Indians, Per-
dans, Arabs, Armenians, Jews, and Europeans.
We hardly fufpefled that commerce was founded
on any certain principles, while thefe principles
were dready known and practifcd in this part ef
Afia. The value of money was very low, and it
was edfily obtained; and bills of exchange might
be hiid for every market in India. Infurances for
the moft diftant navigations were very common,,
Such wes the honefly of thefe traders, that bags
of money, ticketed and feded by the bankers,
Would circulate for years, without ever being
counted or weighed. Fortunes were proportion-
able to the facility with which they were to be
acquired by trade. Thofe of fiveor fix millions *
were not uncommon, and fome were even more
contiderable.

THESE fortunes were modly poffeffed by the
Banians, a fet of traders who were noted for thpir
honefty. A few moments were fufficient for them
to tranfaft the u:oft important bufinefs. In the
.moft intricate difcuffions, they preferved an even-

About 240,000], on an average.

nefs



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES.

nefs of temper and a politencfs which can hardly
be conceived.

THEIR children, who &ffifted at all bargains,
were early trained up to thisgentlcnefs of man-
ners. Upon the fir ft dawning of reafon, they
were initiated into all the myfteries of trade. It
Was a common thing to fee a child, of ten or
twelve years old, able to fupply his father's place.
What a contraft, what a diftance, between this and
the education of our children; and yet, what a
difference between the attainments of the Indians
and the progrefs of our knowledge!

SsucH of the Banians a had Abyffinian flave?,
and very few of thefe good-natured men had any,
treated them with fuch humanity as mud: appear
very Angular to us. They brought them up as if
they had been of their own family, trained them
to bufinefs, advanced them money to enable them
to trade for themfelves, and not only fuffered them
to enjoy the profits, but even alowed them to dif-
pofe of them in favour of their dependents, if they
had any.

T H E expences of the Banians were not propor-
tioned to their fortunes. As they were reftrained
by the principles of their religion from eating
meat or drinking ftrong liquors, they lived upon
fruits* and a few plain difhes. They never de-
parted from this frugality but upon the fettle-
ment of their children. On this fingle occafion,
no expence was fpared -for the entertainment, or
for the mufic, dancing, and fireworks. Their
Hrhole ambition was to tell, how much the Wed

ding
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BOOK ding had colt. Sometimes if amounted to i huti-
g__,,__.» dred thoufand, crowns t.

EVEN their women had a taftfc for this fimplicity
of manners. All their glory confifted in pleafirig
their hufbands.  Perhaps, the great veneration
in which they held the nuptial tie arofe from
the cuftom of marrying them ip their earlieft ill-
fancy. That fentiment was in their opinion the
moft faered- part of their religion. They never
did alow themfelves the leaft converfation with
Grangers. Lefs referve would not have fatisfied
their hufbands, who could not hear without
aftonifhment of the familiarity that prevailed
between the two fexes in Europe. When they
were told that this freedom was attended with no
ill confequence, they were not convinced ; but
fhook thelr heads, and anfwered by one of their
proverbs, which fignifies, "That if you bring butter
too near thefire, you can hardly keep it from melting.

EXCEPTING the Moguls, who were in pofleffion
of all places under the government, were very ex?
travasgnt in their (tables, their baths, and their
feraglips, and ran into every kind of -indulgence
to drown the fenfe of defpotifm under which they
lived ; all the merchants of Surat conformed to
the frugallty of the Banians, as far as the dif-
ference of religion would adnit. Their greateft
expence was the decorating of their houfes.

THESE were contrived in the beft manner to
guard againft the heat of the climate. The out-
fide walls were covered with beautiful wainfcot-

T 15,0251
" ins;,
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ing, and the infide ones, as well as the ctelings,
inlaid with porcelain. The panes of their windows
were (hell or mother of pearl, which tempered the
glare of the fun without too much obftructing the
Jight. The apartments were neatly-difpofed and
furnifhed, fuitably to the cuftoms of the country;
and one of the rooms was diftinguifhed from the
reft by a fountain of water fpouting up from a
marble bafon, whofe gentle murmurs invited the
pompany to foft flumbers.

DURING their repofe, the common indulgence
pf the inhabitants of Surat was to ftretch them-

27
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felves upon a fopha, where they were rubbed by

men of Angular dexterity, or rather kneaded, if
we may be alowed the expreffion, like dough.
The neceflky of promoting the circulation of the
fluids, too often retarded by the heat of the
climate, firfl: fuggefled the notion of this exerqife,
which afords them an infinite variety of delightful
fenfations. They fall into fuch a ftate of languor,

that they fometimes amoft faint away. This .

cuftom was faid to be brought into India from -

China*, and fome epigrams of Martial, and Recla-

mations of Seneca, feem to hint that it was not _'

unknown to the Romans at the time when they
defined upon every pleafure, as the tyrants who
enflaved thofe mafters of the world afterwards re-
fined upon every torture.

" THEY had another fpedies of pleafure at Surat,
which, perhaps, our efeminacy would have en-
vied them ftill more; and this was their femae
' ' dancers,
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B?VOK dancers, whom the Europeans call Balladieres, a
—— hame given them by the Portuguefe.

' NUMBERS of thefe are collefted together in
feminaries of pleafure. The moft accomplifhed
of thefe focieties are devoted to the richeft and
moft frequented Pagodas. Their deftination is
to dance in the temples on their great feftivals,
and to he fubfervient to the pleafures of the Bra-
mins. Thefe priefts, who have not taken the art-
ful and deceitful vow of renouncing the enjoy-
ment of all pleafures in order to have the oppor-
tunity of indulging in them more freely, chufe
rather to have women of their own, than at once
to defile celibacy and wedlock. They do not in-
vade another man's right.by adultery, but are
jealous of the dancers, whofe worfhip and vows
they fhare with the gods; but they never fuffer
them without reluctance to contribute to the amufe-
ment even of kings and great men,

T H E rifeof thisAngular inftitmion isnot known.
Probably, one Bramin, who had a concubine or a
wife, affociated with another Bramin, who had
like wife his concubine or his wife; and, in procefs
of time, the mixture of fo many Brarains and
women occafioned fuch confufion, that the women
came to be common to all thofe priefts. Let but
a number of fingle perfons of both fexes be col-
lected in a cloyfter, and a commonalty of men and
women will foon take place.

MY this mutual intercourfe, a jealoufy was
probably ex:ingui'hed; and the women were not
uneafy at the increafe of their numbers, nor the

Bramins
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Bramins at that of their order. It was rather a BOOK:

new cotiqueft than arivalfhip.

IT is no lefs probable, that, in order to palliate
the infamy of this licentioufnefs in the eyes of
the people, all women-were confecrated to the
fervice of the altars; and that the people readily
confented to this kind of fuperftition, asit infured
their wives and daughters from feduction, by con-
fining the lawlefs defires of thefe monks to one
particular fpot.

T H E contrivance of ftamping afacred character
upon thefe courtezans, might poffitly make parents
the morewilling to part with their beautiful daugh-
ters, and to confent that they ihould follow their
calling, and devote themfelves to thefe feminaries,
from whence the fuperannuated women might re-
turn to fociety without difgrace: for there isno
crime that may not be fanctified, no virtue that may
not be debafed, by the intervention of the gods.
The very notion of a Supreme Being may, in
the hands of a crafty prieft, be made fubverfive
of al morality. He will affirm, not that fuch a
thing is pleafing to the gods, becaufe it is good ;
but that fuch a thing is good, becaufe it is pleafing
to the gods.

T H E Bramins wanted only to gain another point
in order to complete this inftitution ; which was,
to perfuade the people that it was decent, holy,
and pleafing to the gods, to marry a balladiere in
preference to all other women, and thereby in-
duce them to folicit the remains of their debauche-
ries as a particular mark of favour.

1K
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BC_f\(/)K IN every city there are other companies, not fo

*on s Well inftructed as the former, for the amufement
of the rich. The Moors and Gentiles tnsy equally
procure a fight of thefe dancers at their country-
houfes, or in their public affetnblies. There arc
even ftrolling companies of them, conduced by
old women, who, having been themfelves trained
up in thefe feminaries, in time are promoted to
the direction of them.

THESE handfome girls have the cuftom, & An-
gular as it is difguftful, of being aways followed
by an old deformed mufician, whofe employment
is to beat time with an inftrument of brafs, which
the Europeans have lately borrowed of the Turks
to add to their military mufic, and which in India
is called a tarn. The man who holds it is conti-
nually repeating that word with fuch vehemence,
that by degrees he works himfelf up into dread
ful convulfions, whilft the balladieres, intoxicated
with the defire of pleafing, and the fweets with
which they are perfumed, at length lofe their
fenfes.

THEIR dances are, in general, love pantomimes:
the plan, the defign, the attitudes, the time, the
airs, the cadence, all is expreffive of this paffion,
with all its raptures and extravagances.

EVERY thing confpires to the amazing fuccefs
of thefe voluptuous women; the art and richnefs.
of their attire, as well as their ingenuity in fetting
off their beauty. Their long black hair falling
over their fhoulders® or braided and turned up, is
loaded with diamonds, and (luck with flowers.

Their
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Thelr necklaces and bracelets are enriched with BOOK

precious ftones. Even their nofe jewels, an orna-
ment which fhocks us at firfl: fight, has fomething
pleafing in it, and fets of all the other ornaments
by a certain fymmetry, whofe effeft, though in-
explicable, is yet fenfibly felt by degrees.

NOTHING can equa the care they take to pre-
ferve their breafts, as one of the moft ftriking
marks of their beauty. To prevent them from
growing large or ill-fhaped, they inclofe them in
two cafes made of an exceeding light wood, which
are joined together, and buckled behind. Thefc
cdes are fo fmooth and fo fupple, that they give
way to the various attitudes of the body, without
being flattened, and without injuring the delicacy
of the Ikin, The outfide of thefe cdfes is covered
with a leaf of gold ftudded with diamonds. This
is certainly one of the moft refined kind of orna-
ments, and the bed calculated to preferve beauty.
They take it off and put it on again with Angular
facility. This covering of the bread does not pre-
vent the palpitations, heavings, and tender emo-
tions of it from being perceived: it conceds no-
thing that can contribute to excite defire.

MoOsST of thefe dancers imagine it an addition
to the beauty of their complexion, and the im-
preflion of their looks, to trace a black circle
round their eyes with a hair bodkin, dipped in
the powder of antimony. This borrowed beauty,
celebrated by all the eaftern poets, appeared very
lingular at fir ft to the Europeans; but cuftom
has reconciled them to it.

THE
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THE whole life, the whole employment, the
whole felicity of the balladieres confifts in the art
of pleafing. It is not edfy to refift their feducing
manners. They are even preferred to thofe beau-
ties of Caffimere, which fill the feraglios of Indof-
tan, as the fair Georgians and Circaflians do thofe
of Ifpahan and Conftantinople. The modefly, or
rather the referve of proud flaves, fequeflered from.
the fociety of men, cannot balance the arts of
thefe expert courtezans.

THEY were no where fo much in repute as at’
Surat, the richeft and moft populous city in India
It began to decline in 1664; and was pillaged by
the famous Sevagi, who carried off twenty-five or
thirty millions*. The plunder would have been
infinitely greater, had not the Englifh and Dutch
efcgped the public calamity, by the care they had
taken to fortify their factories, and had not the
moil valuable dfeds been lodged in the caflle,
which was out of the enemy's reach. This lofe
made the inhabitants more cautious. They built
walls round the city, to prevent the like misfor-
tune; the efeds of which were removed, when
the Englifh, in 1686, with fhameful and inexcufa-
ble rapacity, flopped all the fhips that were
fitting out at Surat to be difpatched to the feveral
fees. This piracy, which lafted three years, de-
prived this famous mart of amoft every branch
of trade that was not its own peculiar property.
The town was nearly reduced to its own natural
riches.

* About 1,100,0001. on an average
OTHER
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'OTHER pirates hate fince infefted thofe latt- BOOK

tudes, and from time to time diftufbed the trade
of Sum. Even their caavans, that carried their
merchandifes to Agra, to Delhi, and all over the
empire, were not aways fecured from the attacks
of the fubjects of the independent ragas, which
they met with on the fevera roads. They had
formerly recourfe to a Angular expedient for the
fecurity of fcheir caravatis, which was, to put them
under the protection of a woman or child, of a
race held facred by the nations they dreaded.
When the banditti appeared, the guardians of
the caravans threstened to deftroy themfelves
if they perfifted in their refolution of plundering
it, and actually did fo if they did not yield to
their remonftrances. Thefe profligate men, who
had not been reftrained by refped): of blood held
facred, were excommunicated, degraded, and caft
out of their tribe. The dread of thefe fevere pu-
nifhments was fometimes a check upon avarice; but
fince univerfal commotions have prevailed in In-
Joftan, no confideration can allay the thirft of gold.

NOTWITHSTANDING all thefe misfortunes, Surat
is ftill a great trading city. The produce of the*
numbcrlefs manufaftures all over Guzarat is de-
pofited in its warehoufes. A great part is carried
into the inland countries; the reft is conveyed to
all parts of the globe by conftant voyages.

THE goods more commonly known are, ift,
Dutties, akind of coarfe unbleached cloth, worn
in Perfia, Arabia, Abyffinia, and the eaftern coaft
of Africa; and blue linens, which are difpofed of

voL.Il. D in
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in the fame manner, and are likewife fold to the

. — Englifti and Dutch for their Guinea trade.

2. THE blue and white checks of Cambaya,
which are worn for mantlesin Arabia and Turkey:
fome are coarfe, and fome fine, and fome even
mixed with gold for the ufe of the rich.

3. TH Ewhitelinensof Broitfchia, fowell known
by the name of Bafras. As they are extremely
fine, they make fummer caftans for the Turks and
Perfians. The fort of muflin, with a gold ftripe at
each end, with which they make their turbans, is
manufactured at the fame place.

4. THE printed cdlicoes of Amadabat, whofe
colours are as bright, as fine, and as durable, as
thofe of Coromandel. They are worn in Perfia,
in Turkey, and in Europe. The rich people of
Java, Sumatra, and the Molucca iflands, make
pagnes and coverlets of thefe chintzes.

5. T H E gauzes of Biarapour; the blue ones are
worn by the common people in Perfia and Turkey
for their fummer cloathing, and the red ones by
perfons of higher rank. The Jews, who are not
allowed by the Porte to wear white, make their
turbans with thefe gauzes.

6. MIXED fluffs of filk and cotton, plain, ftriped,
fome with fattin ftripes, fome mixed with gold and
filver. If they were not fo dear, they would be
efleemed even in Europe for the brightnefs of their
colours, and the fine execution of the flowers, though
their patterns are fo indifferent. They foon wear
out; but thisisof little confequencc in the feraglios

of Turkey and Perfia where they are ufed.
7. SOME
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7. SoME ae all filk, called tapis. Thefe are BQQK

pagnes of feveral colours, much efteemed fn the ‘.....v__a
eaftern parts of India.  Many more would be
wove, if it had not been neceflary to ufe foreign
materials, which enhances the price too much.
. 8. sHAULs, very light, warm, and fine cloths,
made -of the wool of Caflimere. They are dyed of
different .colours, ftriped, and flowered. They are
worn, for a winter drefs in Turkey, Perfia, and
the more temperate parts of India. With this finé
wool turbans are woven, that are ell-wide, and a
little more than three ells long, which fell from
2400 to 3600 livres*. Though this wool is fome:
times manufactured at Surat, the finelt works of
this kind are made at Caflintere.

BESIDES the prodigious -quantity of cottoti
made ufe of in the manufactures of Surat, feven
or eight thoufand beles at lead are annually fent
to Bengal. Much more is fcrit to China, Perfia,
and Arabia, when the crops are very plentiful*
If they ae moderate, the overplus is carried
down the Ganges, where it is aways fold aI [
higher price.

THOUGH Surat recelves, in exchange for hef
exports, porcelain from China; iilk from Bengal
and Perfia; marts and pepper from Malabar;
gums, dates, dried fruits, copper, and pearis, ifo'ni
Perfia; perfumes and flaves from Arabia; great
quantities of fpices from the Dutch; iron, lead,
Cloth,* ‘cochineal, and fome hard wares from the
linglilh; the balance is fo much in her favour, ai

" * About 130]. on an average.
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IN every city there are other companies, not fo
well inftructed as the former, for the amufement
of the rich. The Moors and Gentiles may equally
procure a fight of thefe dancers at their country-
houfes, or in their public aflemblies. There arc
even (trolling companies of them, conduced by
old women, who, having been themfelves trained
up in thefe feminaries, in time are promoted to
the direction of them.

THESE handfome girls have the cuftom, &s lin-
gular as it isdifgultful, of being aways followed
by an old deformed mufician, whofe employment
is to beat time with an inftrument of brafs, which
the Europeans have lately borrowed of the Turks
to add to their military mufic, and which in India
is caled a tarn. The men who holds it is conti-
nually repeating that word with fuch vehemence,
that by degrees he works himfelf up into dread*
ful convulfions, whilft the balladieres, intoxicated
with the defire of pleafing, and the fweets with
which they are perfumed, at length lofe their
fenfes.

THEIR dances are, in general, love pantomimes:
the plan, the defign, the attitudes, the time, the
ars, the cadence, all is cxprcffive of this paffion,
with all its raptures and extravagances.

EVERY thing confpires to the amazing fuccefs
of thefe voluptuous women; the art and richnefs.
of their attire, as well as their ingenuity in fetting
off their beauty. Their long black hair falling
over their fhoulders, or braided and turned up, is
loaded with diamonds, and ftuck with flowers.

Their
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SURAT, where they had fised him, did not
infwer his idea of a chief fettlement. He difiiked
the fituation; he lamented his being obliged to
purchafe his fafety by fubmiffion;. he.forefawit
would be a difadvantage to carry on trade in
competition with richer nations, who knew more,
and were held in greater efteem, than themfelves.
He wifhed to find an independent port in the cen-
ter of India, or in fome of the fpice iflands, with-
out which he thought it impoffible for any com-
pany to fupport itfelf. The Bay of Trinquimale,
in the ifland of Ceylon, appeared to him to unite
all thefe advantages; and he accordingly failed for
that place with a powerful fquadron, which had
been fent him from Europe under the command of
La Haye, who was to aft under his direftion.
The French believed, or feigned to believe, that
afettlement might be made there without encroach-
ing upon the rights of the Dutch, whofe property
had never been acknowledged by the fovereign of

theifland, with whom tbey had entered into atreaty. -

A L L that they alledged might indeed be true,
but the event did not anfwer their expeflation.
They divulged a project which they ought to
have kept a profound fecret; they executed de-
liberately an expedition which ought to have
been effefled by furprize; they were intimidated
by a fleet which was not in a condition to fight,
and which could not poffibly have received or-
ders to hazard an engagement. The greater part
of the lhips crews and of the land forces periihed
by want‘and ficknefs, forac men were left in a
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fmall fort they had erected, where they weére fooa

v,
!,....Y..._/ compelled to iurrender. With the remaining few

who had furvived the hardships of this expedi-
tion, they went in fearch of provifions on the coaft
of Coromandel; but finding none either at the
Danifh fettlement of Tranquebar, or any where
elfe, impelled by defpair, they attacked St. Tho-
mas, where they were informed there was great
plenty.

~ THIS town, which had long been in a flourifh-
ing condition, had been built by the Portuguefe
above a hundred years before. The king of Gol-
conda, having conquered the Carnatic, did not fee
without regret fo important a place in foreign
hands; he fent his generals to attack it in 1662,
and rhey made themfelves matters of it. The for-
tifications, though confiderable and in.good re-
pair, did not flop the progrefs of the French,
who took them by ftorm in 1672. They were
foon attacked here, and were forced to furrender
two years after 5 becaufe the Dutch, who were at
war with Lewis X1V . joined with the Indians tp
expel them. ' '

THIS laft event would have entirely ruined the
enterprife, after all the expence the government
had been at to fupport the company, had not
Martin been one of the merchants fent on board
La Haye's fquadron. He collected the remains
of the two colonies of Ceylon and St. Thomas,
and with them he peopled the little town of Pon-
dlcherry, that had been lately ceded to him, and
was riling to a city, when the company entertained

good
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good hopes of a new fettlement which they had BGQK
now an opportunity of forming inIndia. i
some miffionaries had preached the gofpel a Sfement
Siam. They had gained the love of the people Frenchat
by their doftrine and by their behaviour. Plain, ?@} de
good-natured, and humane men, without intrigue fT'grEw o
or avarice, they gave no jealoufy to the govern- and Co-
ment nor to the people- they had infpired them chindina
with refpect and love for the French in general,
and in particular for Lewis X1V
A GREEK, of a reftlefs and ambitious fpirit,
named Conftantine Faulkon, in his travels to Siam,
had fo far engaged the affections of the prince, that
in a fhort time he raifed him to the port of prime
minifter, or barcalon, an office which nearly an-
fwers to the ancient makes of the palace of France.
FAULKON governed both the people and the
king in the mod defpotic manner. The prince was
weak, a valetudinarian, and had no iflue. Hismi-
nifter conceived a projeft to fucceed him; poffibly
to dethrone him. It is well known that thefe
attempts are as ey and as frequent in abfolute
governments, as they are difficult and uncommon
in countries where the prince governs by the rules
of juftice; where the origin and meafure of his
authority is regulated by fundamental and immu-
table laws, which are under the guardianfhip of
numbers of able magiftrates. There the enemies
of the fovereign {hew that they are enemies of the
ftate;. there they find themfelves foon thwarted in
their defigns by all the forces of the nation; be-
paufe, by rebelling againft the chief, they rebel
D 4 againft



40. HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE

: BOSK agamft the laws, which are the ftanding and im
;..__,;....4 mutable will of the nation.

’ FAULKON formed the defigaof making the French
fubfervient to bis fcheme, as fome ambitious men
had formerly made ufe of a guard of fix hundred
Japansfe, who had often difpofed of the crown of
Siam. He fent ambaffadors into France in 1684,
to make atender of his matter's alliance, to offer
fea-ports to the French merchants, and to afk for
fhips and troops.

T H E oftentatious vanity of Lewis X1V . took ad-
vantage of thisembafly. Theflatterers of that prince,
who was too much extolled, though he deferved
commendation, perfuaded him that his fame, fpread
throughout the world, had procured to him the
homage of the Eaft. He did not content himfelf
with the enjoyment of thefe vain honours; but en-

~ deavoured to improve the difpofitions of the king
of Siam to the benefit of the India company, and
(till more of the miffionaries. He fent out a fqua-
drpn in which there were a greater number of Jefuits
than traders; and in the treaty which weas concluded
between the two kings, the French amhaffadors, di-
rected by the Jefuit Tachard, attended much more to
the concerns of religion than to thofe of commerce.

THE company ftill entertained great hopes of
the fettlement at Siam, and thefe hopes were not
i1l grounded.

THAT kingdom, though divided by a ridge of
mountains that is continued till it meets with the
rocks of Tartary, isfo prodigioufly fruitful, that
many of its cultivated lands yield two hundred

times
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tlmes morethan others. Somewill ercn bear plen BCWK
tiful crops fpontaneoufly. The corn, collected as it S——
was at firft produced, without care and without
trouble, left as it were to nature, falls off and:
perifhes in thefield where it grew, in order to ve-
getate again in the waters of the ftream that flow*
through the kingdom.

THERE is, perhaps, no country where fruits grow
in fuch plenty and variety, or are fo wholefome, as
in this delightful fpot* Some are peculiar to the
country, and thofe which are equally the produce
of other countries have a much finer fmell, and arc
much higher flavoured, than in any other part of the
world.

T H E earth, always covered with thefetreafures,
which are conftantly fpringing up afrcfli, alfo con~
ceals, under a very thin furface, mines of gold,
copper, loadftone, iron, lead, and calin, a fpedes
of tin which is highly valued throughout Afia.

A L L thefe advantages are rendered ufdefs by the
grcateft tyranny. A prince corrupted by hispower,
while he is indulging in his feraglio, oppreffes his
people by his caprices, or fuffers them to be op-
preffed by his indolence. At Sam there are no
fubjefts, all are flaves. The men are divided inta
three claffes; the firft ferve as a guard to the mo-
narch, till his lands, and are employed m differents
manufactures in his palace. The fecond are ap-
pointed to public labours, and to the defence of ther
ftate. The third dafs are defined to ferve the
magiftrates, theminifters, and principal officersoft
the kingdom. No Samefe is advanced to any emi-

3 nentt
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nent port, but he is alowed.a certain number of
men who are at his difpofal; fo that the falaries
annexed to great officers are well paid at the court
of Siam, becaufe they are not paid in money, but
in men, who coft the prince nothing. Thefe un-
fortunate people are regiftered at the age of fix-
teen. Every one on the firft fummons muft repair
to the poft afligned him, upon pain of being put in
irons, or condemned to the haftinado.

IN acountry where all the men muft work for the
government during fix months in the year, without
being paid or fubfifted, and the other fix to earn
a maintenance for the whole year; in fuch a coun-
try, the very lands muft feel the efedts of tyranny,
and confequently there is no property. The deli-
cious fruits that enrich the gardens of the monarch
and the nobles, are not fuffered to ripen in thofe
of private men. |If the foldiers who are fent out
to examine the orchards difcover fome tree laden
with choice fruits, they never fail to mark it for
the tyrant's table, or that of his minifters. The
owner becomes the guardian of it, and is anfwer-
able for the fruit under very fevere penalties.

T H E men are not only, flavesto men, but to the
yery besfts. The king of Siam keeps a great num-
ber- of elephants. Thofe of his paace are taken
care of, and have extraordinary honours paid to
them. The meaneft have fifteen flaves to attend
them, who are conftantly employed in cutting hay,
and gathering bananas and fugar-canes for them.
The king takes fo much pride in thefe creatures,
which are of no real ufe, that he eftimates his

power
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power rather by their number than by that of his
provinces. Under pretence of feeding thefe ani-
mas well, their attendants will drive them into
gardens and cultivated lands, that they may tram-
ple upon them, unlefs the owners will purchafe an
exemption from thefe hardfhips by continual pre-
fents. No man would dare to inclofe his field
againft the king's elephants, many of whom are
decorated with honourable titles, and advanced to
the highefl dignities in the ftate.

* SUCH various exertions of tyranny make the
Samefe deteft their native country, though they
ook upon it as the beft upon earth, Moft of them
fly from oppreflion into the forefts, where they
lead a favage life, infinitely preferable to that of
fociety corrupted by defpotifm. So great is this
defertion, that, from the port of Mergui to Juthia
the capital of the empire, one may travel for a
week together, without meeting with the leaft fign
of population, through animmenfe extent of country
well watered, the foil of which is excellent, and fill
bears the marks of former culture. This fine
(country is now over-run with tigers.

IT was formerly inhabited by men. Befides the
natives, it was full of fettlements that had been
fucceffively formed there by the nations fituated to
the edft of Afia. Their inducement was the im-
menfe trade carried on there. All hiftorians atteft,
that in the beginning of the fixteenth century a
great number of fhips came into their roads every
year. The tyranny which prevailed foon after,
fucceffively deftroyed the mines, the manufactures,

and
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BOOK - and agriculture. All the foreign merchants, and

., . . .
e EvEN thofe of the nation, were involved in the
femfc ruin. The ftate fell into confufion* and
confequently was weakened. The French, on
their arrival, found it thus reduced. General
poverty prevailed, and none of the arts were
exercifed; while the people were tinder the domi«
nion of a defpatic tyrant, who, engroffing all the
trade to himfef, rauft of courfe deftroy it. The
few ornaments and articles of luxury that werein
tife at court, and in the houfes of the great, came
from Japan. The Samefe held the Japanefe in high
eftimation, and preferred their works to all others.
IT was no eafy matter to divert them from this
attachment, and yet it was the only way of pro*
curing a demand for the produce of French in*
duftry. If any thing could effeft this change; it
was theChriftian religion, which the priefts of the
foreign miffions had preached to them, and not
without fuccefs, but the Jefuits, too much de
voted to Faulkon, who began to be odious, abufed
the favour they enjoyed at Court, and drew upon
themfelves the hatred of the people. This odium
was transferred from them to their religion. They
built churches before there were any chrigian*
to frequent them. They founded raonafterfes,
and by thefe proceedings occafioned the common
people and the Talapoys to revolt. The Tatapoys
are their monks, fome of whom lead a fclitary
life, and others are bufy, intriguing men. They
preach to the people the doctrines and precepts
of Sommona Kodom. That lawgiver of the Sia-
mefe
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mefe was bug honoured as a fage, and has fince BOOK
been revered-as a god, or as an emanation of the e e—d
deity, a fon of god. A variety of marvdlous ftories

are told of this man: He lived upon one grain of

rice a-day. He pulled out one of his eyes to give

to a poor man, having nothing efe to bellow on

him. Another rime he gave away hiswife. He
commanded ‘the ftars, the rivers, and the moun-

tains. But he had a brother, who frequently op*

pofed his defigns for the good of mankind. God
avenged him, and crucified that unhappy brother.

This fable prejudiced the Samefe againft the re-

ligion of a crucfied God; and they could not
worfhip Jefus Chrift, becaufe he died the fame

death as the brother of Sommona Kodom.

IF the French could not carry their commodi-
ties to Siam, they could at leaft infpire the people
With atafte for them, prepare the way for a great
trade with this country, and avail themfeves of -
that which actuatly offered, to open connexions
with all the caft. The fituation of that kingdom
between two gulphs, where it extends one hun-
dred and fixty leagues along the fea-coaft on the
one gulph, and about two hundred on the other,
Would have opened the navigation of all the feas
in that part of theworld. The fortrefs of Bancoc
built at the mouth of the Menan, which had been
put into the hands of the French, was an excellent
fmart for all tranfaftions they might have had with
Chmaj thePhilippines, or any of the eaftern parts
of India. Mergui, the principal port of the king-
dom, and one of the beft in Afa, which had like

wife
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wife been ceded to them, greatly facilitated their
trade with the coaft of Coromandel, and chiefly
with Bengal. It fecured to them an advantageous
intercourse with the kingdoms of Pegu, Ava, Ar-
racan, and Lagos, countries ftill more barbarous
than Siam, but where are found the fineft rubies
and fome gold duft. Al thefe countries, as well
as Siam, produce the tree which yields that va-
luable gum, with which the Chinefe and Japanefe
make their varnifh; and whoever is in poiTeffion of
this commodity, may be certain of carrying on a
very lucrative trade with China and Japan.

BESIDES the advantage of meeting with good
fettlements, which were no expence to the com-
pany, and might throw into their hands a great
part of the trade of the eaft, they might have
brought home from Siam, ivory, logwood like that
which is cut in the bay of Campeachy, a great
deal of caffia, and all the buffalo and deer-Jkins
that the Dutch formerly fetched from thence.
They might have grown pepper there, and, pof-
fibly, other fpices which were not to be'found in
the country, as the people did not underftand the
culture of them, and becaufe the wretched inha-
bitants of Sam are fo indifferent to every thing,
that nothing fuccesds with them.

T H E French paid no attention to thefe objects
The faftors of the company, the officers, and the
Jefuits, were equally ignorant of trade: the whole
attention of the latter was taken up in converting
the natives, and making themfelves mafters of
them* At laft, after having given but a weak

' affiftance
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dfiftance to Faulkon at the inftant when he'was BOGOK
ready to execute his defigns, they were involved «_
in hisdifgrace; and the fortreflés of Mergiii and

Bancoc, defended by French troops, were taken

from them by the meaneft of all nations.

DURING the fhort time that the French were
fettled at Siam, the company endeavoured to
eftablifti themfelves at Tonquin. They flattered
themfelves that ,they might trade with fafety and
advantage with a nation which had for ages been
inftrufted by the Chinefe. Theifm prevails among
them, which is the religion of Confucius, whofe
precepts and writings are there held in greater
~ veneration than even in China. But there is not
the fame agreement as in China in the principles -
of government, religion, laws, opinion, rites, and
ceremonies. and though Tonquin has the lame
law-giver, it is far from having the fame morals.
We find there neither that refpedc for parents,
that love for the prince, thofe reciprocal affections,
nor thofe focia virtues, which ae met with in
China; nor have they the fame good order, police,
induftry, or aftivity.

THIS nation, which is devoted to exceffive in-
dolence, and is voluptuous without tafte or deli-
cacy, lives in conftant diftruft of its fovereigns
and of ftrangers. It is doubtful whether this mif-
truft proceeds from a natura reftleffnefs of tem-
per, or whether their fpirit of fedition be owing
to this circumftance, that the Chinefe fyftem of
morality has enlightened the people without im-
proving the government. Whatever be the pro -

grefs
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%OK orefs of knowledge, whether it comes from the

. Iv. people to the government, or from that to the
people, it is neceflary that both fhould be en*
lightened at the fame time, or elfe the ftate will
be expofed to fatal revolutions. In Tonquin, there
is a continual ftruggle between the eunucht who
govern, and the people who impatiently bear the
yoke. Every thing languifhes and tends to ruin,
in confequence of thefe difiéntions, and the cala-
mities muft increafe, till the people have com-
pelled their mafters to grow wifer, or the mailers
have rendered their fubjects quite infenlible. The
Portuguefe and the Dutch, who had attempted
to form fome connexions in Tonquin, had been
forced to give them up. The French were not
wore fuccefsful. No Europeans have fince car-
ried on that trade, except fome few merchants of
Madrafs, who have alternately forfaken and re-
fumed it. They divide with the Chinefe the ex-
portation of copper and ordinary filks, the only
commodities of any value that country affords.

COCHINCHINA lay too near Sam not to draw the
attention of the French; and they would probably
have fixed there, had they had fagacity enough to
forefee what degree of fplendour that rifing ftate -
would one day acquire. The Europeans arein-
debted to a philofophical traveler for what little
tbey know with certainty of that fine country
The following is the refult of his obfervations:

WHEN the French arrived in thofe diflant
.regions, they learned, that, about half a century
before, a prince of Tonquin, as he fled from his

fovereign



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES,

49

fovereign who purfued him asarebel, had with his BOQk

foldiers and adventscrofled the river, which ferves
as a barrier between Tonquin and Cochinchpa.
The fugitives, who were warlike and civilized
men, fogn expelled the fcattered inhabitants, who
wandered about without any fociety or form of
government, or any laws but that mutual intereft
which prompted them not to injure ope another.
Her e they founded an empire upon the bafis of agri-
culture and property. Rice was the food the molt
egfily cultivated, and the moft plentiful; upon this,
therefore, the new colonifts beftowed ther firft at-
tention. The fea and the rivers attracted a num-

ber of inhabitants to the|r borders, by the fupply

of excellent fith they afforded, Domeftic animals
were bred there, fome for food, and others for
l[abour. The inhabitants cultivated the trees they
were moft in want of, fuch as the cotton for their
cloathing. The mountains and forefts, which ‘could
not poffibly be cultivated, afforded wild fowl,
metals, gums, perfumes, and wood of an excellent
kind. Thefe productions ferved as fo many mate-
rials, means and pbjects of commerce  One hun-
dred gallies were built, which are conftantly em-
ployed in defending the coafts of the kingdom.

A L L thefe feveral advantageswerewell beftowed
upon 'a people of a mild and humane difpofition,
adifpofition which they partly oweto their wémen.
Whether it be that this influence they acquire is
owjmg to their beauty, or whether it is the particu-
lar dfeft of their affiduity and of their fkill in bu-
fiagfs, in general, it is certain, that in the firft
" VOL. . £ beginning

V.,
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beginning of al focieties, the women are fooner
civilized than the men* Even their weaknefs, and
their fedentary life, their being more taken up
with fewer cares, furnifh them fooner with that
knowledge and experience, and incline them to
thofe domeftic attachments, which are the firft pro-
moters and ftrongeft ties of fociety. This s, per-
haps, the reafon why, in many favage nations, the
women are intrufted with the adminiftration of civil
government, which is but a higher degree of do-
meftic oeconomy. So long as the Hate is but as
one great family, the women are capable of under-
taking the management of it. Then, undoubtedly,
the people are happieft, efpecidly in a climate
where nature has left but little for man to do.

SUCH is the climate of Cochinchina. The peo-
ple, though but imperfectly civilized, enjoy that
happinefs which might excite the envy of more
improved focieties. They have neither robbers
nor beggars. Every one is at liberty to live at his
own houfe, or at his neighbour's. A traveller
freely enters a houfe in any village, fits down to
table, eas and drinks, without being invited or
afked any queftions, and then. goes away without
acknowledging the civility. He is a man, and
therefore a friend and relation of the family. |If
he were a foreigner, he would excite more curio-
fity, but would be equally welcome.

THESE cuftoms are the relics of the government
of the firft fix kings of Cochinchina, and derived
from the original contraft entered into between the
nation and their leader, before they croffed the river

that
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that divides Tonquin from Cochinchina. Thefemen B

were weary of oppreffion. They dreaded the like
calamity, and therefore took care to guard againft
the abufe of authority, which is fo apt to tranfgrefs
its due limits, if not kept under fome reftraint. Their
chief, who had fet them an example of liberty, and
taught them to revolt, promifed them that felicity
which he himfelf chofe to enjoy; that of a juft,
mild, and parental government. He cultivated with
them the land in which they had all taken refuge.
He never demanded any thing of them, except an
annual and voluntary contribution, to enable him
to defend the nation againft the tyrant of Tonquin,
who, for a long time, purfued them beyond the
river which feparated them from him.

THIS primitive contract was religioufly obferved
for upwards of a century, under five or fix fuc-
ceffors of that brave deliverer: but at lafl it has
been infringed. The reciprocal and folemn engage-
ment between the king and his people is ftill re-
newed every year in the face of heaven and earth,
in a general affembly of the whole nation, held in
an open field, where the oldeft man prefides, and
where the king only dfifts as a privaté perfon. He
ftill honours and protects agriculture, but does nor,
like his predecelfors, fet the example of labour to
his fubjects. When he fpesks of them, he ftill
fays, they are my children; but they are no longer
fo. His courtiers have ftiled themfelves his fiaves,
and have given him the pompous and facrilegious
title of king of heaven. From that moment, men
muft have gppeared to him but as fo many infers

) E2 creeping
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BC PfP cregping on the ground. The gold which he has

‘e taken out of the mines has put a flop to agricul-
ture. He has defpifed the homey roof of his
anceftors, and would build a palace. Its circum-
ference has been marked out, and is a league in
extent. Thoufands of cannon planted round the
walls of this palace, make it formidable to the
people. A defpotic monarch refides there, who
in a fliort time will be feduded from the eyes of
‘the people; and this concealment, which charac-
terifes the majefty of eaftern kings, will fubftitute
the tyrant to the father of the nation.

T H E difcovery of gold has brought on that of
taxeg and the adminiftration of the finances will
foon take place of civil legiflation and fecial con-
tsaft. Contributions are no longer voluntary, but
are extorted. Defigning men go to the king's
palace, and craftily obtain the privilege of plun-
dering the provinces. With gold they at once pur-
chafe aright of committing crimes and the privi-
lege of impunity; they bribe the courtiers, eude
the vigilance of the magiftrates, and opprefs the
hufbandmen. The traveller already fees as he
paffes along, fallow grounds, and whole villages
forfaken by their inhabitants. This king of heaven,
like the gods of Epicurus, cardefdy fuffers plagues
and calamities to vex the land. He is ignorant
of the fufferings and diftreffes of his people, who
will foon fall into a ftate of annihilation, like the
favages whofe territories they now poflefs. ~ All
nations governed by defpotifm muft inevitably
perilh in this manner. If Cochinchinardapfes into

that
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that ftatfe of confufion out of which it emerged BOOK
about a hundred and fifty years ago, it will be , , )

Wholly difregarded by the navigators who now fre-
quent the ports of that kingdom. The Chinefe,
who carry on the greateft trade there, get in ex-
change for their own commodities wood for fmall
work, and timber for building houfes and (hips.
THEY alfo export from thence an immenfe quan-
tity of fugar, the raw at four livres* a hundred
weight, the white at eight f, and fugar-candy
at tenJ: very good filk, fattins and pitre, the
fibres of a tree, not unlike the banana, which they
fraudulently mix in their manufactures. black
and ordinary tea, which ferves for the confump-
tion of common people: fuch excelent cinnamon,
that it fels three or four times dearer than that
of Ceylon. Thereis but a fmall quantity of this;
as it grows only upon one mountain, which is
always furrounded with guards. Excellent pep-
per is another article; and fuch pure iron, that
they work it as it comes out of the mine, with-
out fmelting: gold of three and twenty carrats,
which is found there in greater plenty than in any
other part of the Eaft: eaglewood, which is more
o lefs efteemed as it is more or lefs refinous
The pieces that contain mod of this rofin are com-
monly taken from the heart, or from the root of
the tree. They are caled calunbac, and are
always fold for their weight in gold to the Chi-
nefe, who account them the higheft cordial in

*it. 6d. T 7s. : 88 od-
E3 nature.
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BOI(\?K nature. They are carefully preferved in pewter-

" &—,— boxes, to keep them from drying. When they

are to be adminiftered, they are ground upon a

marble, with fuch liquids as are belt fuited to the

diforder they are intended to remove. The infe-

rior eagle-wood, which aways fells for a hundred

livres* apound at leaft, is carried to Perfia, Tur-

key, and Arabia, They ufe it to perfume their

cloaths, and fometimcs their apartments, upon very

extraordinary occafions, and then they mix it with

amber. It is afo ufed for another purpofe. A

cuftom prevails amongft thefe nations, when they

are defirous of fhewing their vifitors great marks

of civility, to prefcnt them with pipes, then with

coffee and fweetmeats. When converfation begins

- to grow languid, the fherbet is brought in, which

~ is looked upon as a hint to depart. As foon as

the ftranger rifes to go away, they bring in alit-

tle pan with eagle-wood, and perfume his beard,
fprinkling it with rofe-water.

THOUGH the French, who had fcarce any thing
elfe to bring but cloth, lead, gunpowder, and
brimftone, were obliged to trade with Cochin-
china chiefly in money, yet they were under a
neceffity of purfuing this trade in competition
with the Chinefe. This inconvenience might have
been obviated by the profit that would have been
made upon goods fent to Europe, or fold in India;
but it is now too late to attempt it. Probity and
-honefty, the effentias of an active and lafting trade,
are forfaking thefe regions, which were formerly

* 4] 7s. 6d.
fo
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fo flourishing, in proportion as the government BOl\‘/JK ‘
becomes arbitrary, and confequently unjuft. In a e o
fhort time no greater number of fhips will be
feen in their harbours than in thofe of the neigh-
bouring dates, where they were fcarcely known.
HOWEVER this may be, the French company
driven from Siam, and without hopes of fettling
at the extremities of Afia, began to regret their
faftory at Surat, where they dared not appear
again, fince they had left it without paying their
debts. They had loft the only market they knew
of for their cloths, their lead, and their iron; and
they were continually at a lofs in the purchafe of
goods to anfwer the capricious demands of the
mother country, and the wants of the colonies.
By fulfilling all their former engagements, they
might have recovered the privilege they had for-
feited. The Mogul government, which would
have wiflied to fee a greater number of fhips
reforting to Surat, often folicited the French to
fatisfy thefe clams;, for they preferred them to
the Englifti, who had purchafed of the court an
exemption from all duties. Whether it was for
want of honefty, of ikill, or of means, certain it
is that the company never could remove the re-
proach they had incurred. They confined their
whole attention to the fortifying of Pondicherry,
when they were fuddenly prevented by a bloody
war, which was owing to remote caufes.
T H E northern Barbarians who had overturned The lofs
the Roman empire, that was miftrefs of the world, :’;fs,“:,‘f‘",
eftabliihed a form of government which would E;;!;}';;’

E 4 NOU which be
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not admit of augmenting their conquefts, and kept
every ftatewithin its natural limits. The abolition
of the feuda laws, and the alterations confegquent
upon it, feemed to tend a fecond time to eftablifh
a kind of univerfal monarchy; but the Auftrian
power, weakened by the great extent of its pof-
feffionsand their diftance from each other, could
not fubvert the bulwarks that were raifing againft
it. After a whole century paffed in contefts,
hopes, and difappointments, it was forced to yield
to a nation, whofe ftrength, pofition, and activity,
rendered her more formidable to the liberties of
Europe. Richelieu and Mazarine began this re-
volution by their intrigues. Turenne and Conde
completed it by their victories. Colbert fettled it
by the introduction of arts, and of all kinds of
induflry. If Lewis X1V . who may be faid to have
been not, perhaps, the greateft monarch of his
age, but one who bell fupported the dignity of
the throne, had been more moderate in the exer-
cife of his power, and the fenfe of his grandeur,
it is difficult to determine how far he might have
carried his good fortune. His vanity proved de-
trimental to hisambition. After bending his own
fubjects to hiswill, he wanted to exert power over
his neighbours. His pride raifed him more ene-
mies than his influence and his genius could fup-
ply him with alies and refources.

HE was delighted with the flatteries of his pa-
negyrifts and courtiers, who promifed him univer-
fal monarchy; and the pleafure he took in thefe
adulations contributed flill more than the extent

S of
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of his power to infpire a dread of univerfal con- BOR)K'
gueft and flavery. The diftreffes and invettives of '-*»-—’
his proteftant fubjects, difperfed by a tyrannical
fanaticifm, completed the hatred he had incurred

by his fucceffes, and the abufe he had made of his
profperity.

T H E Prince of Orange, a man of afteady, up-
right difpofition, and of a penetrating judgment,
endowed with every virtue that is confident with
ambition, became the chief inftigator of all thefe
refentments, which he had long fomented by his
negotiations and his emiffaries. . France was attacked
by the moft formidable confederacy recorded in hif-
tory, and yet | he was conftantly triumphant.

SH E was not fo fuccefsful in Afia as in Europe.
The Dutch firft endeavoured to prevail upon the
natives to attack Pondicherry, which they could
never be compelled to reftore. The Indian prince,
to whom they applied for that purpofe* was not
to be bribed to agree to fo perfidious a propofal:
His conftant anfwer was, The French have bought
that place, it would be unjyi to turn them out. W hat
the Raja refufed to do, the Dutch did themfelves:
they befieged the town in 1693, and were obliged
to reftore it at the peace of Ryfwick, in a much
better condition than they found it.

MARTIN was again appointed direftor, and
managed the affairs of the company with that
wifdom, fkill, and integrity, which was expefted
from him. That able and virtuousmerchant invited
many new fettlers to Pondicherry, and made the
place agreeable to them, by the good order he

maintained
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Bolc\?K maintained there, and by his moderation and juf-

v tice. He acquired the favour of the neighbour-
ing princes, whofe friendfhip was of confequence
to an infant fettlement. He chofe or formed
good fubjects, whom he fent to the markets
of Afia, and to the fevera princes of that em-
pire. He had periuaded the French, that as they
were come laft to India, that as they found them-
felves there in a weak condition, and could not
expect any &fliftance from their own country,
that they had no other way of fucceeding, but
by infpiring the natives with a favourable opinion
of their charafter. He made them lay &fide that
levity, and thofe contemptuous airs, which fo
often make their nation infufferable to Grangers.
They grew modeft, gentle, and attentive to bufi-
nefs, they learned the art of behaving fuitable
to the genius of the feveral nations, and to parti-
cular circumftances. Thofe who did not confine
themfelves to the company's fervice, frequenting
different courts, became acquainted with the places
where the fined fluffs were manufactured,the ftaples
where the choiceft commodities were to be met
with, and, in fliort, with all the particulars rela-
tive to the inland trade of every country.

AL L that Martin had it in his power to ac-
complifh, wes to lay the foundation of future
fuccefs to the company, by the good opinion he
gave of the French, by the pains he took to train
up agents, by the informations he gained, and
by the good order he maintained in Pondicherry,
which daily acquired new inhabitants; but all

this
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this was not fufficient to reftore the declining ftate
of the company, fubjeft from its infancy to fuch
diforders as muft at length certainly deftroy it.

His firfl fcheme was to eftablifh a great empire
at Madagafcar. A fingle voyage carried over 1688
perfons, who were made to expeft a delightful
climate and a rapid fortune, and found nothing but
famine, difcord, and death.

So unfortunate a beginning difcouraged the
adventurers from an undertaking, which they
had entered upon merely with a view to follow
the example of others, or in compliance with
felicitations. The owners of lhares had not made
good their payments with fo much punftuaity as
is required in commercial affairs. The govern-
ment, which had engaged to advance without
intereft a fifth part of the fums the company were
to receive, and which as yef was only bound to
furnifh two millions *, again drew the fame fum
out of the public treafury, in hopes of fupporting
the work it had begun. Some time after its gene-
rofity wes carried flill further, and freely gave
what at firfl was only lent.

THIS encouragement from the miniftry could
not, however, enable the company to proceed in
their defigns. They were forced to confine them
to Surat and Pondicherry; and to abandon their
fettlements at Bantam, Rajapore, Tilferi, Mazu-
lipatam, Gombroon, and Siam. No doubt they
. bad too many factories, and fome were ill fitu-
ated; but the inability they were under of fup-
- ‘ * 87,5001
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ibﬁ?x porting them was the only reafon that they were
‘e abandoned.

SOON dfter this, it became neceflary to make
further advances. In 1682, they gave permiffion
indiscriminately to French fubjects and foreigners to
trade to the Eaft-Indies for five years on the com-
pany's fhips, paying the freight that fhould be
agreed upon; and on condition that the goods
brought home ihould be depofited in the company's
warehoufes, fold at the fame time with theirs, and
be fubjeft to a duty of five fur cent. The public
fo eagerly came into this propofal, that the direc-
tors entertained great hopes from the increafe of
thefe fmall profits, which would be conftant with-
out any rifque. But the proprietors, Iefs fenfible
of thefe moderate advantages, than jealous of the
great profits made by the free traders, in two years
time obtained a repeal of this regulation, and their
charter remained in full force.

To fupport this monopoly with fome decency, a
fund was wanting. In 1684, the company obtained
from government a call upon all the proprietors,
amounting to a fourth part of their property;
and in cafe any one failed to pay the fum required,
his whole (hare was to be made over to any one
Who fhould pay it for him. Whether from per-
verfenefs, from particular motives, or from inabi-
lity, many did not pay, fo that their fhares loft
three fourths of their original value; and, to the
difgrace of the nation, there were men barbarous
and unjuft enough to enrich themfelves with their
fpails.

AN



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. ' 61-
AN expedient fo diflionourable enabled them 3‘;'13‘

to fit out a few (hips for Afia; but NEWw Wants gt
were foon felt. Their crud fituation, which con-
tinually grew worfe, put them upon demanding
of the proprigtorsin 1697, the reftijution of the
dividends of ten and twenty per cent, which they
had receved in 1687 and 1691. So extraordinary
a propofal raifed a general clamour. The com-
pany were obliged to have recourfe to the ufual
method of borrowing. Thefe loans became more
burdenfome, the more they were multiplied, as
the fecurity was more' precarious.

As the company was in want both of money and
credit, the emptinefs of their ooffers put it out of
their power to afford thofe advantages and that
encouragement to the merchant in India, without
which he will neither work, nor fet othersto work.
Thisinability reduced the French fales to nothing.
It is demonftrable, that from 1664 to 1684, that
is, in the fpace of twenty years, the fum total of
their produce did not exceed nine millions one
hundred thoufand livres*.

To thefe had been added other abufes The
conduct of the adminiftrators and agents for the
company had not been properly directed, or care-
fully looked into. The capital had been broken
into, and dividends paid out of the ftock, which
ought only to have arifen from the profits. The
Icaft brilliant and leaft profperous of all -reigns
had" exhibited a modd for a commercial company.
The trade to China, the eafieft, the fefieft, and

* 198435l
the
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the moft advantageous that is carried on with Afia,

*e——s had been given up to a particular body of mer-

chants.

T H E bloody war of 1689 added to the calami-
ties of the India company, even by the very fuc-
oeffes of France. Swams of privateers, fitted out
from the fevera harbours in the kingdom, annoyed
by their vigilance and bravery the trade of Hol-
land and England. In their numberlefs prizes
were found a prodigious quantity of India goods,
which were retailed at alow price. The company,
who by this competition were forced to fell under
prime coft, endeavoured to find out fome expedient
to fave themfetves from this danger, but could think
of none that was reconcilesble with the intereft of
the privateers; nor did the minifter think proper to
facrifice an ufeful fet of men to a body, which had
fo long wearied him with their murmurs and com-
plaints.

BESIDES thefe, the company had many more
caufes of difcontent. The financiers had fhewn
an open hatred for them, and were continually
oppoiing or confining them. Supported by thofe
vile dfociates which they aways have at court,
they endeavoured to put an end to the India
trade, under the fpecious pretence of encourag-
ing the home manufactures. The government was
at firft afraid of being expofed to reproach, by
departing from the principles of Colbert, and
repealing the moft folemn edifts: but the farmers
of the revenue found means to render thofe pri-
vileges ufelefs, which the miniftry would not

- abolilh;
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abolifti; and the company no longer enjoyed, with- BOISK

out being abfolutely deprived of them.

HEAVY duties were fucceffively laid upon all
India goods. Half ayear feldom paffed, without
fome new regulation, fometimes to allow, fometimes
to prohibit, the ufe of thefe commodities. there was
a continued fcene of contradictions in a part of ad-
miniftration,that would have required fteady and in-
variable principles. All thefe variations gave Europe
room to think that trade would hardly be eftabliftied
in a kingdom where all depends upon the caprices of
a minifter, or the intereft of thofe who govern.

T H E conduft of an ignorant and corrupt admi-
niftration, the levity and impatience of the proprie-
tors, the interefted views of the comptrollers of
finance, the oppreflive fpirit of the trcafury, joined
to other caufes, had prepared the ruin of the com-
pany. The miferies of the war, carried on for the
Spanilh fucceffion, haftened their definition.

EVERY refource was exhaufted. The mod fan-
guine faw no profpeft of their being able to fend
out a fleet. Befides, if by unexpected good fortune
fome few wesk veffds fhould be fitted out, it was
to be feared they might be feized in Europe, or in
India, by difappointed creditors, who imift neceffa
rily be exafperated. Thefe. powerful motives de-
termined the company in 1707, to confent that fome
rich merchants fhould fend their own fliipsto India,
upon condition that they Ihould allow the company
fifteen per cent, profit upon the goods they (hould
bring home, and the right of taking fuch fhare in
thofe (hips as their circumflances Ihould admit of.

Soon

Nt
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Soon after this, they were even reduced to make
over the whole and exdufive exercife of ther pri-
vilege to fome privateers of Su Malo, ftill referr-
ing the fame conceffion,  which for fome years paft
had in fome degree kept them from ruin.

NOTWITHSTANDING this defperate fituation, iny
1714 they folicited the renewal of their charter,
which was nearly expired, and which they had
enjoyed for half a century. The miniftry, who
did not know, or would not perceive, that meafures
more prudential might be adopted, granted them
an indulgence for -ten years longer. This new re-
gulation took place but in part, in confequence of
fome extraordinary events, the caufes of which We
fhall next inquire into.

WHOEVER has been accuftoraed to trace the
progrefs of empires, has aways confidered the
death of Colbert asthe event that put an end to
the true profperity of France. She ftill appeared
with fome outward fplendour, but her inward
decay increafed daily. Her finances, adminiftered
without order or principle, fell a prey to a
multitude of rapacious farmers of the revenue
Thefc people made themfdves neceffary even by
their plunders, and went fo far as to impofe
tems to government*  The confufion, ufury,
and continual alterations in the coin, the reduc-.
tions of intereft, the alienations- of the domain
and of the taxes, engagements which it was im-
poffible to fulfil, the creation of penfions and.
places, the privileges and exemptions of -all- kinds;
and a thoufaud other evils;. each'more ruinous

than
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than the other, were the confequences of fo cor-
rupt ah administration.

T HE lofs of credit foon became univerfal. Bank-
ruptcies were more frequent. Money, grew fcarce,
and trade wes a a ftand. The confumption was
left. The culture of lands was neglected. Artifts
went oyer to foreign countries. The common peo-
ple had neither food nor cloathing. The nobility
ferved in the army without pay, and mortgaged
their lands. A1l orders of men groaned under the
weight of taxes, and were in want of the necef-
faries of life. The royal effefts had loft their
value. The contracts upon the hotel de ville fold
but for half their worth, and.the bills of fde fell
eighty or ninety per cent, under par. Lewis X1V,
a little before his death, was in great want of eight
millions *; and was forced to give bonds for
32,000,000 f, which was borrowing at four hun-
dred per cent.

In this confulion were public affairs, when the
Duke of. Orleans took the reins of government.
Thofe who were for violent meafures, propofed to
facrifice the.creditors of the ftate to the landhold-
ers, as the former were in proportion to the lat-

ter but as one to fix hundred. The regent re-

fufed to come into a meafure that would have
ftamped an indelible ftain upon his adminiftration.
He preferred an inquiry into the public engage-
ments to a total (bankruptcy.

NOTWITHSTANDING thereductionof 600,000,000

jof ftock to bearer, to 250,000,000 §, of govern- .

* 350,000k T 14000000 $26, 250000 | § 109375001
VOL.I1I. F mant
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ment bonds, the national debt amounted to
262,138,001 livres * at twenty-eight livresf the
mark, the intereft of which, at four per cent,
amounted to 89,983,453 livresJ.

THIS enormous debt, which nearly abforbed the
whole of the public revenue, fuggefted the idea
of appointing a bed of juftice, to call thofe to ac-

-count who had been the authors of the public

calamities, and had enriched themfelves with the
fpoils of the nation. This inquiry only ferved
to expofe to public view the incapacity of the
minifters who had been intruded with the manage-
ment of the finances, the craft of the farmers of
the revenue who had fwallowed them up, and the
bafenefs of the courtiers who had fold their intereft
to the firft bidder. By this experiment, honeft minds
were confirmed in the abhorrence they aways had
for fuch a tribunal. It degrades the dignity of the
prince who fails to fulfil his engagements, and ex-
pofes to the people the vices of a corrupt adminif-
tration. It is injurious to the rights of the citi-
zen, who is accountable for his actions to none but
the law. It ftrikes terror into the rich, who are
marked out as delinquents, merely becaufe they
are rich, be their fortunes well or ill gotten. It
gives encouragement to informers, who point out
as fit objefts for tyranny fuch as it may be ad-
vantageous to ruin. It is compofed of unmerciful
leeches, who fee guilt wherever they fufpefl there
ismoney. It fparea plunderers, who find means
to fecrete their wealth in time; and fpoils honeft

* 90,2185171. lis. 1 il. 4s. 6d. f 3,936,776k is. 4d.%
men
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irien who think themfelves fecure in their inno- BO|\9K
cence. It facrifices the interefts of the treafury to
the whims of a few greedy, profligate, and extra*
vagant favourites.

WHILE France was exhibiting to all Europe the
cruel and difgraceful fpectacle of thefe complicated
evils, a Scotch empiric arrived at Paris, who for
fome time had been travelling about, and making
a difplay of his talents, hurried on by his own
reftlefs difpofition. Hisfiery genius and peremp-
tory manner were capable of bearing down every
argument, and furmounting every difficulty. In
1716 he fuggefted the idea of a bank, the fuccefs
of which confounded his opponents, and even ex-
ceeded his own expectations. With ninety mil-
lions* that the Weft India company furnifhed to-
wards this bank, it gave new life to agriculture,
to trade, to arts; in ihort, to the whole nation.
The author was extolled as an accurate, extenfive*
and elevated genius, who'defpifed fortune, aimed
only at glory, and wanted to tranfmit his name to
pofterity by great aftions. Such was the gratitude
of the public, that he was thought to deferve the
higheft honours. This aftonifliing profperity gave
him an unlimited authority. He made life of it
tn 1719 to unite the Eaft and Weft India com-
panies, as likewife thofe of Africaand China, into
one body. Commercial fchemes were the leaft
concern of the new fociety. They carried their
ambition fo far as to pretend to pay off all the
national debt. The government granted them

* 3,937,500, '
F 2 the
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BOOK the fole vending of tobacco, the mint, the receipts,
\_l.\f,-_.a and general farms, to enable them to purfue fo
grand a projeft.

AT firft, Law's fchemes met with univerfaf
approbation. Six hundred and twenty-four thou-
fand fliares, moftly bought with government
bill$, and which upon an average did not really
coft 500 livres*, rofe to 10,000 livres 1, payable
in bank notes. Such was the infatuation of the
public, that not only Frenchmen, but foreigners, -
and even the moft fenfible people, fold their flock,
their lands, their jewels, to play this extraordi-
nary game. Gold and filver were held in no efti-
mation 5 and nothing but paper currency was
fought after.

‘THIS frenzy multiplied paper credit to fuch
an amazing degree, that it circulated to the
amount of 6,138,243,590 livres %, in fhaes of
India (lock, or in bank notes, though there was
aftually in the kingdom no more than twelve
hundred millions § in fpecie, at fixty livres a
mark [|.

sucH difproportion might poffibly have teen
fupported in a free nation, where it had been
brought on by degrees. The citizens, accuftomed
to confider the nation as a permanent and inde-
pendent “body, trull to its fecurity the more rea
dily, as they aré feldom thoroughly acquainted
with its powers, ‘and have a good opinion of its
equity founded on experience. Upon the ftrength

*21117s, 6d Tt 4371 103. f 468548,1571. 18. 3d.
§ 52,500,00l. II 2 I. 12s. 6d.
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of this favourable prejudice, credit is often BOIgKi
ftretched in thofe ftates beyond the real refources v s
and fecurities of the nation. This Is not the

cafe in an abfolute monarchy, efpecialy fuch as

have often broken their engagements. If in times

of public infatuation an implicit confidence is
ihewn, the effeft cesfes with the caufc. Their
infolvency becomes evident. The honefty of the
monarch, the mortgage, the flock, every thing
appears imaginary. The creditor, recovered from

his delirium, demands his money with a degree of
impatience proportionable to his unedfinefs. The
hiftory of the fyftem will corroborate this truth.

IN order to anfwer the firft demands, the go-
vernment had recourfe to very extraordinary ex-
pedients. Gold was prohibited in trade; all per-
ons were forbidden to keep by them more than
five hundred livres * in fpecie. An edict was
publiihed, declaring feveral fucceffive diminu-
tions in the value of the coin. This had the defired
effeft; people were now not fo anxious to draw
their money from the bank; on the contrary, in
lefs than a month they brought in fpecie to the
amount of forty-four million fix hundred ninety-
fix thoufand one hundred and ninety livresf in
fpecie, at eighty livresta mark.

As this infatuation could not be lading, it was
judged expedient to leffen the dlfproportlon be-
tween paper-currency and money, by reducing
the bank bills to half their value, and the fhares

*21l, 17s 6d. T 1,9554581. 6s 3d. 1+ 3. iou.
F3 to
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to fire-ninths. T he ftandard for the coin was fixecj

I at eighty-two livresten fols * amark. Thlsfcheme

the moft rational, perhaps that could have been
devifed inthe critical filiation of affairs, completed
the genera confufion. The confternation was uni-

verfal; every one imagined he had Joft hsdf his
fortune, and haftened to call in the remainder,
The bank had no flock, and the ftock-brokers
found they had only been grafping at ihadows.
The foreigners, whp had realized their paper at
firft, and carried off one-third of the ready money
of the kingdom, were the lead lofers. The hopes
which the government had conceived of paying off
the national debt disappeared with Law; and there
remalned no lading monument of the fyftem, but
an India company, Whofe fhares were fixed by the
liquidation of 1723, to the number of fifty-fix
thoufand, but by fubfequent events were re-
duced to fifty thoufand two hundred fixty-eight
and four- tenths '

' UNFORTUNATELY it preferved the privileges of
the fevera companies out of which it had been
formed and this prerogative added neither to its
wifdom or power: it confined the negro- trade
and flopped the progrefs of the fugar colonies.
M oft of its pr|V|Ieges feryed only to authorlfe
odlous monopolles The moft. fertlle reglons
upon earth, when occupled by the company,
were nelther peopled nor cultlvated The fpirit
of flnance which reftrams purfuits as much as
the commerC|aI fp|r|t enlarges them became tiQ

*3.12s 2d. Ya
fpirit
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fpirif of the company, and has continued ever
fince. The directors thought only of turning to
their own advantage the rights ceded to the
company in Afia, Africa, and America. It be*
. care a fociety of contractors, rather than a tra-
ding company. Nothing could poffibly be faid in
praife of their adminiftration, had they not beea
fo honeft as to pay off the debts accumulated in
India for a century paft; and taken care to fecure
Pondicherry againft any invafion, by furrounding
it with walls. Their trade was but fmall and pre-
carious till Orry was appointed to fuperintend the
finances of the nation.

THAT upright and difinterefted minifter fullied
his virtues by a harflinefs of temper which he
apologized for in a manner not much to the credit
of the nation. One day that a friend was re-
proaching him for the roughnefs of his manners,
he anfwered, How can | behave otherwife? Out of
a hundred people 1 fee in a day, fifty take me for a
fool, and fifty for a knave. He had a brother
named Fulvy, wfyo was Iefs rigid in his princi-
ples, but had mgre affability, and greater capa
city. Heintruded him with the concerns of the
company, which could not but flourifti under fuch
adirection.

NOTWITHSTANDING the former prejudices and
thofe which Hill prevailed; notwithftanding the
abhorrence the public had for any remans of
Law's fyftem; notwithftanding the authority of
the Sorbonne, which had decided that the divi-

dend upon the lhares came under the denomina-
F4 tion
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Ilfg\c/)m tion of ufury ; notwithstanding the blindnefs of a

" weingatNLION credulous enough not to be (hocked at fo
abfurd a decifion ; yet (till the two brothers found
means to convince Cardinal Fleury, that it was
proper to fupport the India Company in an effec-
tual manner. They even prevailed upon that mi-
nifter,who wasfometimestoo parfimonious, to lavifh
the king's favours upon this eftablilhment. The
gare of fuperintending its trade and increafing its
powers was afterwards committed to feverd per-
fons of known abilities.

DUMAS was fent to Pondicherry. He foon
obtained leave of the court of Dehli to coin
money; which privilege wes worth four or five
hundred thoufand livres* ayear. He obtained a
ceffion of theterritory of Karical, which entitled
him to a confiderable fhare in the trade of Tan-
jour. Some time after, a hundred thoufand Ma-
rattas invaded the Decan. They attacked the
Nabob of Arcot, who was vanquifhed and flain,
His family and feveral of his fubjefts took refuge
in Pondicherry. They were received with all the
Icindnefs due to alies in diftrefs. Ragogi Bouffola,
the general of the victorious army, demanded,
that they fhould be delivered up to him; and fur-
ther required the payment of 1,200,000 livres T
by virtue of a tribute, which he pretended the
French had formerly fubmitted to.

DUMAS made anfwer, That fo long & the Mo-
guls had been mailers of that country, they had
always treated the French with the refpeft due to

* About 19,7001. on an average t 52,5001.
one
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pne of the moft illuftrious nations in the world,
which took a pride in her turn in protecting her
benefactors; that it was contrary to the character
pf that magnanimous nation to deliver tip a num-
ber of women and children, and of unfortunate and
defencelefs men, to fee them put to death; that
the fugitives then in the town were under the pro?
teftion of his king, who efteemed it his higheft
honour to be the protector of the diftrefled ; that
every Frenchman in Pondicherry would gladly die
in their defence; and that his own life wes for-
feited, if his fovereign were to know that he had fo
much as liftened to the mention of a tribute. He
added, that he was ready to defend-the place to
the lafl: extremity; and if he was overpowered, he
Would get on board his ihips, and return to
Europe: that Rogogi might confider whether he
chofo to expofe hisarmy to utter deftruftion, when
the greateft advantage that could be obtained by
it was to take poffefTion of a heap of ruins.

T HE Indians had not been accuftomed to hear
the French talk with fo much dignity. Thisbold-
pefs ftaggered the general of the Marattas; and,
after fome negotiations fkilfully carried on, he de-
termined to keep peace with Pondicherry.

WHILST Dumas was procuring wealth and re-
fpeft to the company, the government font la Bour-
donnais to the Ifle of France.

T H E Portuguefe, at thetime of their firft voyage?
to India, had difcovered to the esft of Madagafcar,
between the 19th and 20th degrees of latitude,
three iflauds, to which they gave the names of Maf-

carenhas*

13
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\ U , neither men nor quadrupeds, and attempted no fet-
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tlement upon either of the iflands. The mod
weftern of them, which had been call Mafcaren-
has, ferved as a refuge about the year 1665 to
fome Frenchmen, who before were fettled at
Madagafcar. There they found an extent of fixty
milesin length, and forty-five in breadth, full of
mountains, and but few plains. At firfl they bred
cattle, and afterwards they cultivated European
corn, Afiatic and African fruits, and fome vegeta-
blesfit for that mild climate. The health, plenty,
and freedom they enjoyed, induced feveral failors
belonging to the fhips that touched there for re-
frelhments, to come and live ampngft them. In-
duftry brought on population. In 1718, they pro-
cured fome coffeetrees from Arabia, which fuc-
ceeded tolerably well, though the fruit had loft
much of its flavour. This culture and other labo-
rious employments were performed by flaves from
the coaft of Africa, or from Madagafcar. Then
the ifland, which had changed its name from
Mafcarenhas to the ifle of Bourbon, became an
important object to the company. In 1763, the
population amounted to 4627 white people, and
15149 blacks; the cattle confided of 8702 beeves,
4084 Iheep, 7405 goats, 7619 hogs. Upon an
extent of 125,909 acres of cultivated land, they
gathered as much caffava as would feed their
flaves, 1135000 pounds weight of corn, 844100
pounds of rice, 2879100 pound of maize, and

2333100
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2535100 pounds of coffee, which the company
bought up at fix fols * a pound.

UNFORTUNATELY this valuable poffeffion has
no harbour. This inconvenience determined the
French to attempt a Settlement pn the ifland of
Cerné, where the Portugufe had, as ufual, left
fome quadrupeds and fowls for the benefit of fuch
of their fhips as fhould chance to touch there.
The Dmchj who afterwards took pofleflion of it,
forfook it from an .apprehenfion of multiplying
their Settlements too much. Theifland was unin-
habited when fhe Frencji landed there in 1720,
and changed its name frpfli Mauritius to the Ifle
of France, which it flill bears.

T H E firft people that were fpnt thither, came
over from Bourbon, and there they were forgot*
ten for fifteen years. They only formed as it were
a corps de garde, with orders to hang out a
French flag, to inform all nations that the ifland
had a mafter. The company, long undetermined,
decided at laft for the keeping it, and in 1735 la
Bourdonnais was commifGoned to improve it.

THIS map, who has fince been fo famous, was
born at St. Malo, and had been at fea from the
age of ten years; all his voyages had been pros-
perous, and in every one he had fignalized him-
felf by fome extraordinary aQion; He had re-
conciled the Arabs and the Portuguefe, who were
breparing to maffacre one another in the road of
Mocha: and had diftinguiflied himfelf in the
War a Mahé. He was the firft Frenchman wha

% About 3d.

ever
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ever thought of fending armed veffes into the

\ i Indian fess. He was known to be equally fkilful

in the art of fhip-building, as in that of naviga-
ting and defending afhip. His fchemes bore the
mark of genius, nor were his views contracted by
the clofe attention he paid to all the minute par-
ticulars of whatever fcheme he undertook. Dif-
ficulties did but quicken his activity, and difplay
his talent for difpofing the men under his command
to the beft advantage. Nothing was ever laid to
his charge but an immoderate paffion for riches;
and it mull be confeffed he was not over-fcrupul ous
as to the means of acquiring them.

HE was no fooner arrived at the Ifle of France,
than he made it his bufinefs to acquire every infor-
mation he could concerning it. He found it to be
31890 toifes in its greateft diameter, 22124 in its
greateft breadth, and 432680 acres in furface.
The greateft part of this ground was covered with
forefts almofl impenetrable, and with mountains
not exceeding 400 toifes in height. Mdftl of them
were full of refervoirs of water, whicllf"poured
down in ftreams upon a dark grey earth, full of
perforations, and for the 'moft part ftony.

T H E fea coafl was what |a Bourdonnais chiefly
attended to; and his principal obfervations related
to the two harbours he found there. He thought
the harbour on the fouth-edft fide of little confe-
quence, on account of the regular and high winds,
which make it impoffible, or at lead very difficult,
to fail out of it at any feafon of the year. That on
the north-weft he found far preferable, though the

5 {hips
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(hips niuft get to it through a narrow channel, be- BOIOK
tween two flats, and then be towed in, and though «— s
it will fcarcely admit above thirty-five or forty { hips.
As foon as la Bourdonnais had procured thefe
neceffary informations, he endeavoured to inftil a
fpirit of emulation into the firft colonifts on the
ifland, who were entirely difcouraged at the negleft
with which they had been treated, and attempted
to reduce to fome fubordination the vagrants lately
arrived from the mother country. He made them
cultivate rice and wheat, for the good of the Eu-
ropeans, and caffava, which he had brought from
Brazil, for the flaves. They were to be furnifhed
frpm Madagafcar with meat for the daily confump-
tion of.the richer inhabitants and of fea-faring
men, till the cattle they had procured from thence
(hould multiply fo confiderably, as to prevent the
neceflity of importing any more. A port which he
had eftabli(hed onthelittleiQand of Rodrigue,abun-
dantly fupplied the poor with turtle. Here fhips
going to India foon found all the refreshments and
conveniences they wanted after a tedious paffage.
Three { hips were fitted out, one of which carried
500 tons burden. If the founder had not the
fatisfaction of bringing the colony to the utmoft
degree of profperity it was capable of, at lesft he
had the credit of having difcovered what degree of

importance it might acquire in able hands.
THESE improvements, however, though they
feemed to be owing to enchantment, did not meet
with the approbation of thofe who were princi-
pally concerned in them, and la Bourdonnais was
compelled
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compelled to juftify himfelf. One of the directofs
was afking him one day how it happened that he
had conduced the affairs of the company fo ill,
while he had taken fo much care of his own.
Becaufe, faid he, | have managed mine according to
my own judgment, and thofe of the company according
to your directions.

GREAT men have been aways more ufeful to
the public, than large collectivc bodies. Nations
and fotietfes are but the inftrurtients of men of
genius; thefe have been the true founders of -
flates and colonies. Spain, Portugal, Holland,
and England, owe their foreign conquefts and
fcttlements to able warriors, experienced feamen,
and legiflators of fuperior talents. France efpe-
cially is more indebted to fome fortunate indivi-
duas for the glory (he has acquired, than to the
form of her government. One of thefe fuperior .
men hadjuft eftabliihed the power of France over
two impprtant iflandsin Africa-, another ftill more
extraordinary, whofe name was Dupieix, added
fplendour to the French name in ACa.

HE was firft fent to the banks of the Ganges,
where he fuperintended the colony of Chanderna-
gore. That fettlement, though formed in a part
of the globe the beft adapted for great commer-
cial undertakings, had been but in a languid flate,
till he took the management of it. The company
was not able to fend any great flock; and the
agents, who went over there without any of their
own, had not been able to avail themfelves of the
liberty that was allowed them of advancing their

own
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own private affairs. The activity of the new gover- BOOK
nor, who brought an ample fortune, the reward «_ a
often years fuccefsful labours, foon fpread through-

out the colony. In a country abounding with

money they foon found credit, when once they

fhewed themfelves deferving of it. In afhort time,
Chandernagore excited the admiration of its neigh-

bours, and the envy of itsrivals. Dupleix, who

had engaged the reft of the French in his vaft
fpeculations, opened freih fources of commerce all

over the Mogul's Dominions, and as far as Thibet.

On his arrival he had not found a Cngle (loop,

and he fitted out fifteen armed veffds at once.

Thefe (hips carried on trade in different places in

India. Some he fent to the Red Sea, to the Gulph

of Perfia, to Surat, to Goa, to the Maldives, and
Manilla Iflands, and to all the fess where there

was a poffibility of trading to advantage.

DUPLEIX had for twelve years fupported the
honour of the French name on the Ganges, and
increafed the revenues of the public as well as
the private fortunes of individuals, when he was
cdled to Pondicherry, to take upon him the gene-
ral fuperintendency of all the company's affars
in India. They were then in a more flouriGiing
condition than they had ever yet been, or have ever
been fince; for that year the returns amounted to
twenty-four millions *« Had they continued to
at prudently, had they confided more in two fuch -
(nen as Dupleix and la Bourdonnais, they would

* 1,050,0001.
probably
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probably have acquired fuch power as would not
have been edfily deftroyed.

L A BOURDONNAIS faw. an’ approaching rupture
with England; and propoted afcherae which would
have fequred-to.the French the fovereignty of the
feasin Afta, during the whole courfe of the war.
He was convinced, that whichever nation Ihould-
firft take up ams in India, would have a mantfeft
advantage over the other. He therefore defired to
have a fquadron, with which he (hould fail to the
Ifle of France, and there wait till. hoftilities began.
From this place he was to go and cruise in the
ftraits of Sunda, where raoft of the fhips pafs that
are going-to, or. coming from China. There he
would haye intercepted all the Englifh fhips, and
faved thofe of the French. He would have even
taken the fmall fquadron which England fent into
thofe very latitudes; and, having thus made himfelf
matter of the Indian fgas, would have ruined all
the Englifh fettlements in thofe parts.

T H Eminiftry approved of thisplan, and granted
him five men of war, with which he fet fail. -

HE had fcarcely fet fail, "when the directors,
equally offended at their, being kept in the dark
as to the deftination of the fquadron, and at the
expences it had occafioned;them, and jealous of
the advantage this would give to a man who,
in their opinion, was aready too independent,
exclaimed.againft-this armament as they had,done
before, and declared it to be ufclefs* They were-
or pretended to be, fo fully convinced of the
neutrality that would be obferved in India be-

tween
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.tween the two companizzes that they perfufaded the
imnifter into that opinion,, when la Bourdonnais
Iras no longer prefent to animate him, and guide
his ictexperience. '

THE court of Varfailes was not aware that'a
power, fupptoted chiefly by trade, would not eafily
be induced to leave them in qiriet-pafleffioh.of the
Indian ocean; and that, if flie either made of
liftened to any ptofyofals of neutrality, it muft be
only to gain tim'e It was not aware that, even
fuppofiftg fincdh an agreement was made bona, fide
on both fides, a thoufand trrifdrcfeen events might
interrupt it. It was not aware, that the objeft

propofed coctld never be fullyanfwered, hecaufe -

the feaforces of both nations, not being bound
by any private agreement made between two com-
panies, would attack their fliipsin the European
fees It was not awate, that in the colonies
themfelves they would make preparations to guard
againft a furprizej that thefe precautions would
create a miftruft on both fides, and that miftruft
would bring on an open rupture. All thefe par-
ticulars were not perceived by the court, and dit
fquadron was recalled. Hoftilkies began; and the
lofs of almoft every French fhip going to India,
lhewed too late which of the two was the moft
judicious fyftem of palitics.

LA BOURDotfSAis was as deeply affetfed for
the erors that had ocesfioned the misfortunes
of the nation, as if hé had been guilty of them
hirafelf, and applied wholly to' remedy them*.
AWithout magazines, .without provifions, without

VOL.I1I. G money,
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‘money, he found means by his atttention and per-
feverance to form a fquadron, compofed of a fixty-
gun fhip, and five merchantmen, which he turned
into men of war. He ventured to attack the Eng-
lish fquadron; he beat them, purfued and forced
them to quit the coaft of Coromandelj he then
befieged and took Madrafs, the firft of the Englilh
fettlements. The victor was preparing for freftx
expeditions, which were certain and edfy ; but
he met with the raoft violent oppofition, which not
only occafion'ed the lofs of the fum of. 9,057,000
livres * he had ftipulated for as the ranfom of
the city, but afo deprived him of the fuccefs
which mud neceffarily have followed his under-
takings. .
THE company was then governed by two of
the king's commiffaries, who were irreconcileabla
enemies to each other. The directors and the in-
ferior officers had taken part in the quarrel, ac-
cording as their inclination or their intereft led
them. The two factions were extremely incenfed
againft each other. That which had caufed la
Bourdonnaiss fquadron to be taken from him,
was enraged to fee that he had found refources
in himfelf, to ward off every blow that was aimed
at him. There is good reafon to believe, that this
faction purfued him to India, and inftilled the
poifon of jealoufy into the heart of Dupleix. Two
men formed to efteern and love each other, to
adorji the French name, and to defcend together
to pofterky, became the vile tools of an animofity
* 396,43, 152. -
in
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in which they were not the lead interefted. Du-
pleix oppofed la Bourdonnais, and made him lofe
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much time. The latter, after having ftaid too long

on the coaft -of Coromandel, waiting for the fuc-
cours which had been unneceffarily delayed, faw
his fcjuadron deftroyed by a ftorm. The crews
were difpofed to mutiny. So rhany misfortunes,
brought-on by the intrigues of Dupleix, deter-
mined la Bourdonnais to return to Europe, where
a horrid dungeon was the reward of all his glorN
ous fervices, and the end of all the hopes which the
nation had built upon his great talents. The Eng-
lish, delivered from that formidable enemy in In-
dia, and confiderably reinforced, found themfelves
in a condition to attack the French in their turn,
and accordingly laid fiege to Pondicherry.

DUPLEIX then made amends for part errors. He
defended the town with great Ikill and bravery;
and after the trenches had been opened fix weeks,
the Englifh were forced to raife the fiege. The
news of the peace arrived foon after, and all hofli-
lities ceafed between the companies of both nations.

THE taking of Madrafs, la Bourdonnaiss en-
gagement at tea, and the raifing of the fiege of
Pondicherry, gave the Indian nations a high opi-
nion of the French; and they were refpefted ia
thofe parts & the firfii and greatcft of the EuvoT
pean powers. ,

DUPLEIX endeavoured to avail himfelf of this
difpofition, and took care to procure lading and
important advantages for his nation. In order to
judge rightly of his projects, we muft Jy before

G 2 the .
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BOOK  the reader a defcriptioa of the ftate of Indoctaa at
-4 that time.

View of

the French IF we may credit uncertain tradition, that fine
E?Zg‘%%feﬂj rich country tempted the firft conqueror* of the
felves. world. But whether Bacchus, Hercules, Sefoftris,
HSoune.  or Darius, did or did not carry their anm through
t«m.

that large portion of the globe, certain it is, that
k proved an inexhaugtible fund of fiftions and won-
ders to the antiem Greeks, That people, ever cre-
dulous, becaufe they were carried away by their
imagination, were fo enchanted with thefe marve-
lous (lories, that they ftill gave credit to them, even
in the more enlightened ages of the republic

IF we confider this matter according to the prin-
aples of reafon and truth, we fhall find that a pure
air, wholefome food, and great frugality, had early
multiplied men to a prodigious degree in Indoftan.
They were acquainted with laws, civil government
and arts; whilft the reft of the earth was defert
and favage. Wife and bendfica ingtitutions pre-
ferved thefe people from corruption, and their
only care was to enjoy the gifts of the earth and
of the climate. If from time to time their morals
were tainted in fome of thefe ftates, the empire was
immediately fubverted ; and when Alexander en-
tered thefe regions, he found very few kings, and
many free cities.

A COUKTRYV divided into numberlefs little ftates,
fome of which were popular, and others enflaved,
could not make a very formidable refiftance againft
the hero of Macedonia. His progrefs was rapid,
and he would have fubdued the whole countryr,

5 . had
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had, not death overtaken him ia the nldft of his BOOK

triumphs. Nyt
BY following this conqueror in his expeditions,

the Indian Sandrocotus had learned the art of

war. This obfeure man, who had nothing to re-

commend him but his talents, collected a numerous

army, and drove the Macedonians out of the pro-

vinces they had invaded. The ddiverer of his

country then made himfelf mafter of it, and united

all Indoftan under his dominion. How long he

reigned, or what was the duration of the empire

he had founded, is not known.

AT the beginning of the eighth century, the
Arabsover-ran India, as they did many other parts
of theworld. They fubjected fome few iflands to
their dominion; but, content with trading peaceably
on the continent, they made but few fettlements on it,

THREE centuries after this, fome barbarians of
their religion, who came out from Khoraffan
headed by Mahmoud, attacked India on the north
fide and extended their depredations as far as
Guzarat. They carried off immenfe fpoils from
thofe wealthy provinces, and buried them under
ground in their wretched and barren deferts.

THESE calamities were not yet forgotten, when
Gingis-Khan, who with his Tartars had fubdued
the greateft part of Afia, brought his viftorious
army to the weftern borders of India. This was
about the year 1200, It isnot known what part
this conqueror and his dependents took in the
affairs of Indoftan. Probably, they did not con-
cern themfeves much about them; for it appears,

G 3 that
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BOL\(/)K that foon after the Patans reigned over this fine

L

Nt COUNLTY.

THESE are faid to have been Arabian merchants
fettled on the coafts of Indoftan, who, taking advan-
tage of the weaknefs of the feveral kings and nations
who had admitted them, edfily feized upon many
provinces, and founded avaft enfpire, of which Del hi
was the capital. Under their dominion India was
happy, becaufe men educated to trade were not
influenced by that fpirit of devaftation and rapine
which commonly attends invaders.

THE Indians had fcarce had time to accuftom
themfelves to aforeign yoke, when they were once
more forced to change matters* Tamerlane, who
came from Great Tajtary, and was aready famous
for his cruelties and his victories, advanced to the
north fide of Indoftan, at the end of the fourteenth
century, with a well-difciplined and triumphant
army, inured to all the hardfhips of war. He
fecured the northern provinces himfelf, and aban-
doned the plunder of the fouthern ones to hise
lieutenants. He feemed determined to fubdue all
India, when on afudden he turned his arms againit
Bajazet, overcame and dethroned that prince,
and by the union of all his conquefts found him-
felf mafter of the immenfe fpace that extends
from the delicious coaft of Smyrna to the delight-
ful.borders of the Ganges. After his death, vio-
lent contefts arofe, and his pofterity were deprived
pf his rich fpoils. Babar, the fixth defcendent of
one of his children, done furvived to preferve his
name

THAT
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THAT young prince, brought up in floth and BQQK

luxury, reigned in Samarcand, where his anceftor-
had ended his days. The Ufbeck Tartars dethroned
him, and conftrained him to take refuge in the Ca-
buliflan. Ranguildas, the governor of that province,
received him kindly, and fupplied himwith troops.

THIS wife man addreffed him in the following
manner: " It is not towards the north, where ven-
" geance would naturally call thee, that thy fteps
" muft be directed. Soldiers, enervated by the
" pleafurcs of India, could not without raihnefs
< attack warriors famous for their courage and
" their victories. Heaven has conduced thee to
" the banks of the Indus, in order to fix upon
" thy brow one of the richeft diadems in the uni-
" verfe. Turn thy views towards Indoftan. That
" empire, torn in pieces by the inceffant wars of
" the Indians and Patans, calls for a mafter. It is
" in thofe delightful regions that thou muft efta-
" bliih a new monarchy, and raife thy glory equal
" to that of the formidable Tamerlane."

THIS judicious advice made a ftrong impreffion .

on the mind of Babar. A plan of ufurpation wes
immediately traced out, and purfued with activity
and Jlcill, Succefs attended the execution. The
northern provinces, not excepting Delhi, fubmit-
ted after fome refiftance; and thus a fugitive
monarch had the honour of laying the foundation
of the power of the Mogul Tartars, which fubfifts
to this day. _
THE prefervation of this conqueft required a
form of government. That which Babar found
G4 eftablifhed -
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eftabiifhed in India, was akind of defpotifm, merely
relative to civil matters, tempered by cuftoms, forms,
and opinion; in aword, adapted to that mildnefs
which thefe nations derive from the influence of
the climate, and from the more powerful influence
of religious tenets. To this peacesble conftitution
Babar fubftituted a fevere and military defpotifm,
fuch as might be expected from a victorious and
barbarous nation.

RANGUILDAS weas long witnefs to the power of
the new fovereign, and exulted in the fuccefs of his
own councils. The recoliection of the fteps he had
taken to place his mailer's fon upon the throne,
filled him with a confcious and real fatisfaction.

One day, as he was praying in the temple, he
heard a Banian, who flood by him, cry out, " O
" God! thou feed the fufFerings of my brethren.
" We are a prey to a young man who confiders
" us as his property, which he may fquander and
" confume as he pleafes. Among the many chil-
V dren who call upon thee from thefe Ydit regions,
" one oppreffes all the reft: avenge us of the
" tyrant; avenge us of the traitors who have
" placed him on the throne without examining
" whether he was ajuft man." '

RANGUILDAS, aftonifhed, drew near to the
Banian, and faid, " O thou, who curfeft my old
" age, hear me. If | am guilty, my conscience
" has mifled me. When | reftored the inheritance
" to the fon of my fovereign, when | expofed my
" life and fortune to eftablifh his authority, God

" is my witnefs, that | thought | was acting in eon-

" forraity
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" formity to his wife decrees; and, a the very in- B(?\(PK
ftant when | heard thy prayer, | was (till thank- wee—
" ing heaven for granting me, in my latter days,
. thofe two greateft of bleffings, reft and glory."
" GLORY! cries the Banian. Learn, Ranguildas,
" that glory belongs only to virtue, and not to
" dftions which are only fplendid, without being
" ufeful to mankind. Alas! what advantages did
" you procure to Indoftan when you crowned the
" fon of an ufurper ? had you previoufly confidered
- Whether he was capable of doing good, and whe-
" ther he would have the will and refolution to be
" juft? You fay, you have reftored to him the ih-
" heritance of his fathers, as if men could be be-
" queathed and poffeffed like lands and cattle.
" Pretend not to glory, O Ranguildas! or, if you
" look for gratitude, go and feek it in the heart of
" Babar; heowesityou. You have purchafed it at
" agreat price, the happinefs of a whole nation."
BABAR, however, whilft he was bringing his
fubjects under the yoke of defpotifm, took care
to confine it within certain bounds, and to draw
up his inftitutes with fo much force, that his fuc-
ceflbrs, though abfolute, could not poffibly be un-
juft.  The prince was to be the judge of the peor
pie, and the arbiter of the ftate; but his tribunal
and his council were to be held in the public
fquare. Injuftice and tyranny love darknefs, in
~order to conced themfelves from their intended
victor: but when the monarch's aftions are to be
fubmitted to the infpection of his fubjects, it is a
fign he intends nothing but their good. Openly

to
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BOOK toinfult a number of men affembled, is fuch art
" ‘e OUtrage as even atyrant would bluth at.

T H E principal fupport of his authority was a
body of four thoufand men, who ftiled themfelves
thefirft flavesof theprince. Out of this body were
chofen the Omrahs, thofe perfons who compofed
the emperor's councils, and on whom he beftowed
lands, diftinguifhed by great privileges. This fort
of poffeffions always reverted to the crown. It was
on. this condition that all great offices were given.
Sotrueit is, that defpotifm enrichesits flaves onIy to
plunder them.

GREAT intereft, however, was made for the poft
of Omrah. Whoever afpired to the government
of a province, made this the objeft of his ambition.
To prevent any projects the governors might form
for their own aggrandizement or independence,
they always had overfcars*placed about them, who
were not under their controul, and who were com-
miffioned to infpeft the ufe they made of the mili-
tary force they were intrufted with, to keep the
conquered Indians in awe. The fortified towns
were frequently in the hands of officers, who were
accountable only to the Court. That fuipicious
court often fent for the governor, and either con-
tinued him or removed him, as it happened to fuit
her fluctuating policy. Thefe changes weregrown
fo common, that a new governor coming out of
Delhi, remained upon his dephant with his face
turned towards the city, waiting, as he faid, to fee
hisfucccjfor comeout.

2 THE
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The form of government, however, was not the BOOK -
fame throughout the empire.” The Moguls had 1eft  « ey w.s’
feveral Indian princes in poffeffion of their fove-
reignties, and even with a power of trctnfmitting.
them to their dependents. They governed accor-
ding to thelaws of the country, though accountable
to a nabob appointed by the court. They were
only obliged to pay tribute, and to conform to the
conditions ftipulated with their anceftors at the
time of the conqueft.

T H E conquering nation could not have commit*
ted any confiderable ravages, fince it does not yet
conftitute more than atenth part of the population
of India. There are a hundred millions of Indians
to ten millions of Tartars. The two nations have
never intermixed. None but Indians are farmers
and artificers. They donelive in the country, and
carry on the manufactures. The Mohammedans are:
to be found in the capital, at court, in great cities,
in camps and armies.

IT appears, that at that period when the Moguls'
entered Indoftan, they found no private property..
All the lands belonged to the Indian princes; and
it may eafily be imagined that favage conquerors,
funk in ignorance and avarice, did not reftify this
abufe, which is the utmoft ftretch of arbitrary
power. That portion of the lands of the empire
which the new fovereigns call their own, was di-
vided into large governments, which were called
fubahlhips. The fubahs, who were intruded with
the civil and military government, were afo ap-.
pointed to receive the revenues. This they com-

mitted
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mitted to the care of the nabobs, whom they etfa-
biiihed throughout their fubahfhips; and thefe
again trufied this bufmefs to private farmers, whofe
immediate bufinefs it was to cultivate the lands.

AT the beginning of their year, which is in June,
the nabob's officers agreed with the farmers for the
price of their farm. A kind of deed Was drawn up,
called jamabandi, which was depofited in the chan-
cery of the province; after which, the farmers went,
each in his own diftrift, to look for hufbandmen,
and advanced them confiderable funis to enable them
to fow the ground. After harveft, the farmers re-
mitted the produce of their grounds to the nabob's
officers. The nabob delivered it to the fubah, and
the fubah paid it into the emperor's treafury. The
agreements were commonly for half the produce of
the land; the other half went to pay the charges
of culture, to enrich the farmers, and to fubfift thofe
whom they employedintillingtheland. In thisfyf-
tern were comprifed not only corn, whichistheprin-
cipal crop, but all other productions of the earth. Be-
tel, fait, tobacco,were all farmed in the fame manner.

THERE were alfo fome cuftom-houfes, and fome
duties upon the public markets; but no poll-tax,
or any tax upon induftry. Thefe arbitrary rulers
had not thought of requiring any thing from men
who had nothing left them. The weaver, fitting at
his loom, worked without folicitude, and freely dif-
pofed of the fruit of his labour.

THIS liberty extended to every kind of movea-
bles. They were truly the property of private
perfons, who were aot accountable to any perfon

for
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for them. They could difpofe of them in theii? BOi?/Ki
life-time; and, after their death, they devolved t0 « s
their offspring. The houfes of artificers, the town-

houfes with the little gardens belonging to them,

were likewife accounted private property. They

were hereditary, and might be fold.

IN the latter cafe, the buyer and feller appeared
before the Cothoal. The conditions of the bar-
gain were drawn up in writing; and the Cothoal
affixed his feal to the deed, to make it valid.

T H E fame formality was obferved with regard to
the purchafe of flaves; that is, of thofe unfortunate
men, who, under the preffure of poverty, chofe
rather to be in bondage to one man who allowed
them a fubfiftence, than to live under that genera
flavery in which they had no means of procuring
the neceffaries of life. They then fold themfelves
for a fum of money; and this was tranfafted in
prefence of the Cothoal, that the mailer's property
might not be contefted.

T H E Cothoal wasakind of notary public. There
Wasone in every diftrift of a certain fize. It wasbe-
fore him that the few deeds were tranfacted, which
the nature of fuch a government would admit of.
Another officer, called Jemidar, decided all differ-
ences that arofe between -man and man; and his
decifions were araoft dways definitive, unlefs the
caufe was a very important one, or unleft the ag-
grieved party was rich enough to pay for having it
reverfed at the nabob's court: The Jemidar wes
likewife intruded with the police. He had a power
of inflicting flight puniftxments-, but all capital of-

fences
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fenceswerereferred for thejudgment of thenabob, as

==+ e alone had aright to pronounce a fentence of death.

SUCH a government, which was no better than
a defpotifm gradually descending from the throne
down to the meaneft officer, could have no other
fpring than a coercive power conftantly exerted.
Accordingly, as foon as the rainy fesfon was over,
the monarch quitted his capital, and refided in his
camp. The nabobs, the rgas, and the principal
officers, were fummoned to attend him-, andin this
manner he proceeded through all the provinces
fucceffively, in military parade, which, however, did
not preclude political artifice. One great man was
often employed to opprefs another. The moft
odious refinement of defpotifm is that of dividing
its flaves. Thefe divifions were fomented by in-
formers, publicly kept by the prince, who werd
continually fpreading alarm and terror. Thefe in-
formers were always chofen among perfons of the
firft rank. Corruption is then at its height, when
power can confer nobility on what is mean.

EVERY year, the great Mogul fet out on his
progrefsj more as a conqueror, than as a fovereign.
He went to adminifter juftice in the provinces, as
if he was going to plunder them ; and maintained
his authority by a parade of military force, which
makes arbitrary government a continual ftate-war.
Thismanner of governing, though withlegal forms,
is very dangerous for the monarch. So long as the

. people fed their wrongs merely through the chan-

nel of thofe who are inverted with his authority,
they only murmur, upon the fuppolition that the

fovereign
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fovereign is ignorant of them, and would not fuf- BGQK
fer any injuftice if he knew it: but when the foVe- g’
reign gives it a fanction by his prefence and by his

own decifions, then all confidence is at an end; the
deception vanifhes: he was a God; now he is an

ideot, or a wicked man.

T HE Mogul emperors, however, have long en-
joyed the fuperftitious idea the nation had conceived
of their facred character. That outward pomp which
captivates the people more than juftice, becaufe
men are more ftruck with what dazzles their eyes,
than with what is beneficia to them\ the richnefs
and fplendour of the prince's court; the grandeur
that furrounded him in his travels-, all this kept up
in the minds of the people thofe prejudices of fer-
tile ignorance, which trembles before the idol it
has raifed. The various accounts that have been
tranfmitted to us of the luxury of the moft brilliant
courts in the world, are not to be compared to the
oftentatious pomp of the Great Mogul when he
appears in public. The eephants, formerly fo
dreadful in war, but which are become ufeleis in
an army fincethe introduction of gunpowder; thefe
immenfe animals that are unknown in our climates,
give an Afiatic monarch an air of grandeur, of
which we have no conception. The people fall
proftrate before their maeftic fovereign, who fits
exalted upon a throne of gold,;glittering with pre-
cious ftones, mounted on the haughty animal, who
proceeds flowly, proud to prefent the mafter of a
great empire to the refpect of fo many flaves. Thus,
by dazzling the eyes of men, or infpiripg them

with
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- BOOX with terror, the Moguis pteftffed and even on-
._L}'/.-_. krged their conqaeffe.  Atrrengzdbe completed
them, by making himfclf mxctm of the whde
peninfuta: All Indoftafty excepting a fingll por-
tion of it along the coaft of Malabar, ftrbmitted to
that fuperftitious and barbarous tyranft; who had
imbrued his hands in the blood of his father, his

brothers, and his nephews.

THIS infamous defpot made thi Mogul power
dn- objeft of deteftfction, but he fupported it as
long as he lived. At his death it was irrecover-
ably reduced. The uncertainty as to the right of
fucceffion was: the firft cattfe of the difturbances
that arofe after his demife, at the beginning of
the eighteenth century. Only one law wai gene*
ifally acknowledged; that which enacted, that the
fceptre Ifoould never go out of the family of Ta-
merlaae; but every emperor was at liberty to chufe
his fucceffor* without being obliged to regard' the
degree of confangufoity.  This indefinite right
proved a fource of difcord Young princes, whofe
Wrth entitled them; to expect the erowa, and who
frequently were at the bead of a province and an
anny, fopported their caim (Word-in-hand, and
paid little regard to the will of a monarch who
Was no more. This happened at the death of
Auredgzebe. His rich fpoils were ftairted With
Wood. In thefe conwulfions of the flate, the
fpriugs that reftrained an army of twelve hundred
thousand men were relaxed. Every nabob ahtfed
at being independent, increafing the contributions
faifed upon the people, and leffening the tributes

fent
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fent into the emperor's treafury. No longer was BOOK,
any thing regulated by law, all was carried on by«
caprice, or thrown into confufion by violent mea

sures.

THE education of the young princes promifed
no remedy for all thefe evils. Left to the care of
women till the age of feven years tutored after-
wards in fome religious principles, they went and
fpent in the foft indulgences of a feraglio thofe
years of youth and activity which ought to be
employed in forming the man, and inftructing him
in the knowledge of life. Care was taken to
enervate them, that they might not become dan-
gerous. Confpiracies of children againft their
fathers were frequent; to prevent thefe, there-
fore, the children were deprived of every virtue,
left they fliould be capable of a crime. Hence
that (hocking thought of an oriental poet, that
fathers, whilft their fons are living, arefondgi of
their grandfons, becaiifethey loveinthemtheenemies
of their enemies.

THE Moguls retained nothing of thofe hardy
manners they had brought from their mountains.
Thofe among them who were advanced to high
offices, or had acquired large fortunes, changed
their habitations according to the fesfons. In thefe
retirements, which were fome of them more de-
lightful than others, they lived in houfes built
only of clay or earth, but the infide of which pre-
fented every Afiatic luxury, together with all the
pomp of the mod corrupted courts. Wherever men
cannot raife a lading fortune, nor tranfmit it to

VOL.II. H their
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their pofterity, they arc defirous of crowding all

Al their enjoyments in the only moment they can call

their own.” Every pleafure, and even life itfelf, is
exhaufted in the midft of perfumes and women.

T H E Mogul empirewasin thisftate of weaknefs
when it was attacked, in 1738, by the famous Tha-
mas KouU-Kan. The innumerable armies of India
were difperfed without refiftance by a hundred
thoufand Perfians, as thofe very Perfians had for-
merly fled before thirty thoufand Greeks trained by
Alexander. Thamas entered victorious into Delhi,
received the homage of the weak Mahomed; and find-
ing the monarch ftill more ftupid than hisfubjefts,
he fuffered him to live and to reign, united to Per-
fia all the provinces that fuited him, and returned
loaded with an immenfe booty,the fpoils of Indoftan.

MAHOMED, defpiied by his conqueror, was ftill
more fo by his fubjefls. The great men would not
ferve under a vaffa of the king of Perfia, The
nabobfhips became independent, paying only afmall
tribute. In vain did the emperor declare that the
nabobs ihould ftill be immoveable; each of them
drove with all his power to make his dignity he-
reditary, and the Iword decided every quarrel.
The fubjects were conftantly at war with their
mafter, and were nor. confidered as rebels. Who-
ever could afford to pay a body of troops, pre-
tended to a fovereignty. The only formality ob-
ferved, was to counterfeit the emperor's fign ma
nual in afirman, or warrant of inveftiture. It was
brought to the ufurper, who received it on his
knees. This farce was ncceflary to impofe upon

the
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the people, who had ftill refpeft enough remaining
for the family of Tamerlane, to choofe that all au-
thority fhould, at leaft, appear to proceed from it.

THUS did difcord, ambition, and anarchy, op-
prefs this fine region of Indoftan, Crimes could
the more edfily be concealed, as it was the cuftom
of the great never to write but in ambiguous terms,
and to employ none but obfcure agents, whom they
difowned when they found it neceflary. Affaflina-
tion and poifoning became common crimes, which
were buried in the dark receffes of thofe impene-
trable palaces, full of attendants, ever ready to
perpetrate the blackeft afts on the lead lignal
from their mailer. _

THE foreign troops that were called-in by the
contending parties, completed the miferies of this
unhappy country. They carried off all the riches
of the land, or obliged the owners to bury them
under ground; fo that the treafures amaffed for
fo many ages gradually difappeared. A genera
degjection enfued. The grounds lay fallow, and the
manufactures flood ftill. The people would no
longer work for foreign plunderers, or domeftic op-
preffers. Want and famine were foon felt. Thefe
calamities, which for ten year; had infefted the
provinces of the empire, began to vifit the coaft of
Coromandel. The wife Kizamal Muluck, fubah
of the Decan, was now no more. His prudence
and talents had kept that part of India which he
commanded in a flourifhing fhite. The European
merchants were apprehenfive that their trade might
fail when it had loft that fupport. Théy few no

H 2 refource
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BOOK  refource againft that danger, but to have a ter-

‘e . ritory of their own, large enough to contain a
number of manufactures fufficient to make up
their lading.

DUPLEIX was the firft who considered this & a
practicable fcheme. The war had brought many
troops to Pondicherry, with which he hoped by
rapid conquefts to procure greater advantages than
the rival nations had obtained by a fteady conduft,
and mature deliberation.

HE had long ftudied the character of the Mo-
guls, their intrigues, their political interefts. He
had acquired fuch knowledge of thefe matters, as
might have been furprizing even in a man brought
up at the court of Delhi. Thefe informations
deeply combined, had convinced him that it would
be in his power to attain a principal influence in
the affars of Indoftan ; poffibly, to manage them
as he pleafed. His fpirit, which prompted him to
attempt more than he was able to perform, gave
additional ftrength to his reflections. Nothing ter-
rified him in the great part he propofed to aft at
the diftance of fix thoufand leagues from his na
tive country. In vain did his friends represent to
l[iim the dangers attending fuch an undertakings
he confidered nothing but the glorious advantage
of fecuring to France a new dominion in the heart
of Afia; to enable her, by the revenues annexed
to it, to defray the charges of trade and the ex-
pences of fovereignty; and even to free her from
the tribute which our luxury pays to the induftry
of the Indians, by procuring rich and numerous

cargoes,
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cargoes, which fhould not be bought with any ex- B0 0K
ports of money, but from the overflowings of the ‘——
new revenues. Full of this great projeft, Dupleix

eagerly feized the firft opportunity that offered

to put it in execution, and foon took upon him to

difpofe of the fubahfliip of the Decan, and the
nabobfhip of the Carnatic, in favour of two men

who were ready to give up any thing he fhould

require.

THE fubahfhip of the Decan is a vice-royalty,
made up of feveral provinces which were for-
merly fo many independent ftates. It extends from
Cape Comorin to the Ganges. The fubah hes
the fuperintendance of all the Indian princes and
all the Mogul governors within his jurifdiction;
and in his hands are depofited the contributions
that are deflined to fill the public treafure. He
can compel his inferior officers to attend him in all
military expeditions he may think proper to make
into the countries under his dominion; but heis
not allowed to march them into a foreign territory,
without an exprefs order from the emperor.

THE fubahihip of the Decan becoming vacant
in 1748, Dupleix, after a feries of events and revo-
lutions, in which the corruption of the Moguls, the
weaknefs of the Indians, and the boldncfs of the
French, were equally confpicuous, difpofed of it,
towards the beginning of the year 1751, in favour
of Salabat-jing, a fon of the late viceroy.

THIS fuccefs fecured great advantages to the
French fettlements along the coaft of Coroman-
del; but Pondicherry was a place of fuch impor-

- H3 tance,
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tanee, that it was thought to deferve a particular

g__v'_, attention. This town, which is fituated on the Car-

natic, has fuch conftant and immediate connectiona
with the nabob of that rich diftrift, that it was
thought advifeable to procure the government of
the province for a man whofe affection and fub-
miffion might be depended upon. The choice fell
upon Chunda-faeb, a relation of the late nabob,
well-known for his intrigues, his misfortunes, his
warlike exploits, and his fteadinefs of temper.

IN return for their fervices, the French made
him give up an immenfe territory. The princi-
pal of their acquifitions was the ifland of Sering-
ham, formed by the two branches of the Caveri.
This long and fertile ifland derives its name and
irs confequence from a Pagoda, which is fortified,
as moft great buildings that are devoted to pub-
lic worfhip. The temple is furrounded wich feven
fquare inclofures, at the diftance of three hun-
dred and fifty feet from each other, and formed
by pretty high walls, which are proportionably
thick. The atar flands in the center. A fingle
monument of this kind, with its fortifications and
the myfteries and riches it contains, is more likely
to enforce and perpetuate a religion, than a mul-
tiplicity of temples and priefts difperfed in dif-
ferent towns, with their facrifices, ceremonies,
prayers, and difcourfes, which, by their number,
their frequent repetition, and their being per-
formed in public, are apt to tire the people: they
are afo expofed to the contempt of enlightened
rcafon, to dangerous profanations, or to the flight
' ' and
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and neglect of the people; acwcunrflauce whfch BOOK
the priefts dread more than fecrilege itfelf. The ;...,,_.;

priefts of India, as wife as thofe of Egypt, fuf-
fer no ftranger to penetrate into the Pagoda of
Serinsham. Amidft the fables in which the hif-
tory of this temple is involved, probably fome
acute philofopher might, if he was admitted into
it, trace from the emblems, the form and con-
struction of the edifice, and the fuperftitious prac-
tices and traditions peculiar to that facred inclo-
fure, many fources of inftruction, and an infight
into the hiftory of the moft remote ages. Pilgrims
refort thither from all parts of Indoftan, to obtain
abfolution of their fins, and always bring an offer-
ing proportionable to their circumftances. Thefe
gifts were ftill fo confiderable at the beginning of
the prefent cemury, as to maintain forty thoufand
men in a life of floth .and idlenefs. The Bramins
of this temple, though under the reftraints of
fubordination, were feldom known to quit their
retirement for the more bufy fcenes of intrigue
and politics.

INDEPENDENT of other advantages which the
French enjoyed by the acquifition of Seringham,
the fituation gave them great influence over the
neighbouring countries, and an abfolute command
over the kingdom of Tanjour, as they could at
any time (lop the waters that were wanted for the
culture of their rice.

T H E territories of Karical and Pondicherry got:
an acceffion of ten leagues each, with fourfcore vil-

lages. If thefe acquifitions were not fo confiderable
HA4 as
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as that of Seringham in point of political influence,
they were much more fo with regard to trade.

. BUT this was a trifling acquifition compared to
the territory that was gained to the north, which
comprehended the Condavir, Mafulipatam, the
iffand of Divi, and the four provinces of Mufta-
fanagur, Elur, Rgjamandry, and Chicakol. Such
important conceffions mede the French mafters of
the coaft for the fpace of fix hundred miles, and
procured them the beft linen in Inddftan. It is
true, they were to enjoy the four provinces no
longer than they fhould furniih the fubah with a
flipnlated number of troops, and maintain them
at their own expence; but this agreement, which
was only binding to their honefty, gave them lit-
tle concern. Their ambition made them already
think themfelves in pofleflion of thofe treafures
that had been heaped up in thofe vaft regions for
fo many ages.

T H E ambitious views of the French, and their
projects of conqucft, were ftill more vifionary.
They purpofed to obtain a ceflion of the capital
of the Portuguefe colonies, and to feize upon the
diftrift of a triangular form, which lies between
Mafulipatam, Goa, and Cape Comorin.

IN the mean time, till they could realize thefe
brilliant chimeras, they consdered the perfonal
honours that were lavifhed upon Dupleix as a
prefage of the greatefl profperhy. It is well
known, that every foreign colony is in fome de-
gree odious to the natives; it is therefore good
policy to endeavour to leiTen this ayerfion, and
B the
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the furefl way to attain that end is, to conform BOQK
as much as poffible to the cuftoms and ManNErs Of A yeud
the country. This maxim, whichisin genera true,

is more particularly fo in countries where the peo-

ple think but little, andis confequently foinIndia.

THE inclination which the French commander
had for Afiatic pomp, was ftill a further induce-
ment with to him to conform to the cuftoms of the
country. Fe was exceedingly rejoiced when he
faw himfelf inverted with the dignity of a nabob.
That title put him upon a level with thofe whofe
protection he folicited before, and afforded him.
confiderable opportunities to pave the way for
thofe great revolutions he meditated, in order to
promote the important interefts he wes intrufted
with. He entertained ftill greater hopes on being
appointed governor of all the Mogul poffeffions,
throughout an extent little inferior to the whole
kingdom of France. All the revenues of thofe
rich provinces were to be depofited in his hands,
and he was accountable to none but the fubah
himfelf.

THOUGH thefe agreements entered into by mer-
chants could not be very pleafing to the court of
Delhi, they were not much afraid of its refent-
ment. The emperor, being in want of men and
money, which the fubahs, the nabobs, the rgas,
his meaneft delegates, took upon themfelves to
refufe him, found himfelf attacked on all fides.

THE Raaputes, defcended from thofe Indians
with whom Alexander had been engaged in bat-
tle, being driven out of their lands by the Moguls,

took
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BOIQ,.K took fhelter in fome mountains that are amoft

L—,,..'_..a inacceffible. Continual difturbances put it out
of rheir power to think of conquefts; but in
the intervals of their diffentions, they make
inroads that cannot fail of harraffing an empire
already exhaufled.

THE Patans are more formidable enemies. Dri-
ven by the Moguls from mod of the thrones of
Indoftan, they have taken refuge at the foot :of
mount Imaiis, which is a continuation of the Cau-
cafus. That fitiation has ftrangcly altered their
manners, and given them a ficrcenefs of temper
which they had not in a milder climate. was is
their chief employment. They ferve alike under
the banners of Indian or Mohammedan princes;
but their obedience is not equal to their valour.
Whatever crime they may have been guilty of, it
is dangerous to punifli them; for they are ib vin-
dictive, that they will murder when they are weak,
and revolt when they are ftrong enough to at-
tempt any bold enterprise. Since the reigning
power has loft its Urcngth, the nation has fhaken
utf the yoke. Not many years ago, their generals
carried on their ravages as far as Delhi, and did
not quit that capital till they had plundered it.

To the noith of Indollan is a nation, which,
though lately known, is the more formidable
for being a new enemy. This people, diftinguifhed
by the name of Scheiks, have found means to free
themfelves from the chains of defpotifm and fu-
perftition, though furrounded by nations of Oaves.
They are faid to be followers of a philofopher of

Thibet,
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Thibet, who infpired them with fome notions of BO|\</3K
liberty, and taught them Theifm without any s —ww
mixture of fuperftition. They firft appeared in
the beginning of the prefent century; but were
then confidered rather as a feft than as a nation.
During the calamities of the Mogul empire, their
number increafed confiderabiy by apoftates of all
religions, who joined with them, and fought fhelter
among them from the oppreflions and fury of
their tyrants. To be admitted of that fociety, no-
thing more is required than to fwear implacable
hatred againft monarchy. It is afferted, that they
have a temple with an atar, on which (lands their
code of laws, and next to it a fcepter and a dagger.
Four old men are elefted, who occasionaly confult
the law, which is the only fuprcmu power this
republic obeys. The Scheiks actualy poffefs the
whole province of Punjal, the greateft part of the
Moultan and the Sinai, both banks of the Indus
from Caffimere to Tatta, and all the country to-
wards Delhi from Lahot to Serhend: they can
raife an army of fixty thoufand good cavalry.

BUT of all the enemies of the Moguls, none are,
perhaps, fo dangerous as the Marattas. This na-
tion, of late fo famous, fo far as the obfenrity of
their origin and hiitory will allow us to conjec-
ture, pofieffed fevera provinces of Indoftan, from
whence they were driven by the fear or the ams
of the Moguls. They fled into the mountainswhich
"extend from Surat to Goa, and there formed feve-
ral tribes, which in procefs of time united into one
ftate, of which Satarah was the capital.

MOST
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BOI\C/>K MOST of them carried vice and licentioufhefs

Ve toall the excefles which might be expefted from
an ignorant people, who have caft off the yoke of
prejudices, without fubftituting wholefome laws
and found learning in their (lead. Tired of lauda-
ble and peaceful labours, they thought of nothing
but rapine. Yet this was confined to the plunder-
ing of a few villages, and the robbing of fome
caravans, till the codfl: of Coromandel, being
threatened by Aurengzebe, made them fenfible of
their ftrength, by imploring their afiftance.

AT this period they were feen coming out of
their rocks, mounted on fmall and ill-fhaped
liorfes, but ftout and accuftomed to indifferent
feeding, to difficult roads, and to exceffive fatigue.
The whole accoutrement of a Maratta horfeman
con fitted of a turban, a girdle, and a cloak. His
provifions were a little bag of rice, and a leather
bottle full of water. His only weapon was an ex-
cellent fabre.

NorwITHSTANDING the affiilancc of thefc bar-
barians, the Indian princes were forced to bend
to ihe yoke of Aurengzebe; but the conqueror,
weary of contending with irregular troops, which
wore continually ravaging the newly-reduced pro-
vinces, determined to conclude a treaty that
would have been diflhonourablc, had it not been
diftated by nccellity, which is llronger than pre-
judices, oaths, and laws. He ceded for ever to
the Marattas the fourth part of the revenues of
the Ocean, a fubahfhip formed out of all his ufur-
pations in the peniituh.

Tins
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THIS kind of tribute was regularly paid as long BOOK
. . : V.

as Aurengzebe lived. After his death, it was ———
granted or refufed according to circumftances«
The levying of it brought the Marattas in arms
to the remoteft parts of their mountains. Their
boldnefs increafed during the anarchy of Indoflan.
They have made the empire tremble; they have
depofed monarchs; they have extended their fron-
tiers; they have granted their protetfion to rgjas
and nabobs who drove to be independent, and
their influence has been unbounded.

WHILST the court of Delhi was with difficulty
conrending with fo many enemies, all confpiring
to effeft its ruin, M. de Bufly, who with a fmall
corps of French troops and an army of Indians
had conduced Salabat-jing to Aurengabad his ca-
pital, endeavoured to eftablifh him on the throne
where he had placed him. The weaknefs of the
prince, the confpiracies which it occafioned, the
firmans or privileges which had been granted to
rivals, and other impediments, obftructed but could
not fubvert his projefts. By his means the prince
reigned more peaaably under the protection of
the French than could have been expected, confi-
dering the circumftances of this fituation; and he
preferved him abfolutely independent of the head
of the empire.

CHUNDA-SARR, appointed nabob of the Carna-
tic, was not in fo happy a fituation. The Englifh,
ever in oppofition to the French, had ftirred up
a rival againft him named Mohammjd-Ali-Kan.
The names of thofe two princes ferved as a pre-

tence
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tencc for carrying on a vigorous war between the
two nations: they fought for glory, for wealth,
and to ferve the peflions of their refpective com-
manders, Dupleix and Saunders. Viftory declared
alternately for each army. Succefs would not
have been fo fluctuating, had the governor of
Madrafs had more troops, or the governor of
Pondicherry better officers. It was difficult to
conjecture which of thofe two men, who were
both of the fame inflexible temper, would in the
end obtain the fuperiority; but it was very certain
that neither would fubmit, whilft he had either
troops or money left. Nor was it likely that
either of them would foon be reduced to this ex-
tremity, notwithftanding their amazing efforts,
becaufe they both found fuch refources in their
hatred and their genius, as even the moft able
men could not have any conception of. It was
evident that the difturbances in the Carnatic
would not be a an end, unlefs the peace was firft
fettled in Europe; and it was to be feared that-
the flame which had been confined to India for
fix years might fpread further. The minifters of
France and England obviated this danger, by
enjoining the two companies to fix certain terms
of agreement. They made a conditiona treaty,
which began by fufpending all hoflilives at the

. commencement of the year 1755, and was to end

by eftablilhing between them a perfect equality
of territory, of ftrength, and of trade, on the coafts
of Coromandel and Orixa. This ItipuUtion had
not yet received the fanction of the courts of

1 London
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London and Verfalles, when greater interefts
kindled a fredh war between the two nations.

T HE report of this great conteft, which began
in North America, and fpread itfelf throughout
the univerfe, reached the Eafl-Indies at a time
when the Englifh were engaged in a very intri-
cate war with the fubah of Bengal. Had the
French been then in the fame ftate they were fome
years before, they would have joined with the
natives. From narrow views and ill-judged in-
terefts, they were defirous of entering into a for-
mal convention, to fecure the neutrality which
had fublifled on the banks of the Ganges daring
the lalt difturbances. Their rivals amufed them
with the hopes of fettling this convention, fo long
as they wanted to keep them in a ftate of inaction.
But as foon as their iuccefles had enabled them to
make their own terms, they attacked Chanderna-
gore. The reduction of this place was followed
by the ruin of all the factories dependent upon it,
and put the Engliili in a condition to fend men,
money, provifions, and (hips, to the coaft of Coro-
mandel, where the French were juft arrived with
conliderable land and leaforces.

THESE forces, deftined to protcft the fettle-
ments of their own nation and deftroy thofe of
the enemy, were more than fufficient to anfwer
both thofe purpofes. The only point was to
make a proper ufe of them; but there Wes a
miftake in this from the beginning, as will plainly
appear from the following observations.

BEFORE
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BEFORE the commencement of the war, the
company pofleffed on the coafls of Coromandel
and Orixa, Mafulipatam, with five provinces;, a
large circuit of land about Pondicherry, which for
along time before had been nothing but a fand-
bank; and an extent nearly of the fame fize in
the neighbourhood of Karical; and, laftly, the
ifland of Seringham. Thefe poffeffions made four
trads of country, too far diftant to fupport each
other. They bore the marks of the wild fancy
and extravagant imagination of Dupjeix, who had
made thefe acquifitions.

THESE political errors might have been amended.
Dupleix, who compenfated for his defers by his
great qualities, had acquired fo great an influence
that he wes offered the perpetual government of
the Carnatic. It was the moft flourifhing province
in all the Mogul empire. By fingular and for-
tunate circumftances, it had been governed fuc-
ceflively by three nabobs of the fame family, who
had been equally attentive to agriculture and in-
duftry. General felicity had been the rcfult of
this mild government and public-fpirited conduft,
and the public revenues had increafed to twelve
millions*. A fixth part of this fum would have
been given to Salabat-jing, and the reft would
have been for the company.

IF the miniftry and the direction, who alter-
nately fupported and neglected their power in
India, had but been capable of .a firm and fettled
yefolution, they might have fent orders to their

* 525,0col.
agent
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agent to give up all the remote conquefts, and to BOI\(/)K
be content with that important fettlement. [t WaS Sy
alone fufficient to give the French afirm eftablifli-
ment, a compaft territory in which the fettleraents
would be contiguous, a very large quantity of
merchandife, provifions for their fortified towns,
and revenues capable of maintaining -a body of
troops, which would have enabled them to brave
the jealoufy of their neighbours, and the hatred
of their enemies. Unfortunately for them, the
court of Verfailles ordered that Duplcix Chould
not accept of the Carnatic; and affairs remained
as they were before that propofal.
T H Efituationwas critical. Dupleix was, per-
~ haps, " the only man who could fupport himfelf in
it, or in his ftead the celebrated officer who had
had the greateft fhare in his confidence, and was
beft acquainted with his fchemes. The con-
trary opinion prevailed. Dupleix had been re-
called. The general, who was appointed to con-
duft the Indian war, imagined he muft demolifh a
ftrufture which ought only to have been fupported
. in thofe troublefome times, and difcovered his de-
figns in fo public a manner, as contributed greatly
to heighten the imprudence of his refolutions.
THIS man, whofe ungovernable temper could
never adapt itfelf to circumftances, had received
from nature no qualities that fitted him for com-
mand. He was governed by a gloomy, impetuous,
and irregular imagination; fo that there was, a per
petuai contrail between HI9 converfation and his
projects, and between his projects and his actions,
VOL.II. | ' Paffionate
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BOOK Paffionate, fufpicion*, jealous, and pofitive to ex-

-....v_.- cefs, he created an univerfal diffidence and dejeftion,
2nd excited animofitrcs never to be fbpprefled. His
military operations, his civil government, his poli-
tical combinations, all bore evident marks of the
confufion of his.ideas.

T H E evacuation of the ifiand of Seringham was
the principal caufe of the difafters that attended
.the war with Tanjour. Mafolipatam and the nor-
thern provinces were loft, from having given up
the aliance of Salabatjing. The inferior powers
of the Carnatic, who no longer refpefted the French
for the fake of their old friend the fubah of the
Decan, completed the general ruin by efpouflng
other interefts.

ON the other hand, the French fquadron, though
fuperior to the Englifh, with which it had engaged
three feveral times without gaining any advantage
over it, at laft was obliged to leave it mafter of the
feas, by which the fate of India was decided. Pon-
dicherry, after ftruggling with all the horrors of
famine, was forced to furrender on the 15th of Ja-
nuary 1761. Lally had, the day before, corrected
a plan of capitulation drawn up by the council;
he had named deputies to carry it to the enemy's
camp; and, by acontradiction that was characteriftic
of the man, he gave the deputies a letter for the
Englifhgeneral, in which hetold him, hewould have
no capitulation, becaufe the Englijh were fucb people
that they would not adhere to it.

IN taking pofleffion of the place, the conqueror
caufed not only the troops that had defended it,

. ' - but
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but all the French |n the company's fervice, to BQOK
be (hipped off for Europe; and, not farisfied even .

with that revenge, they deftroyed Pondicherry,'

and made that noble city a heap of ruins.

THOSE of the inhabitants who were fent over to
France, arrived in defpair, at having loft their for-
tunes, and feen their houfes demolifhed as they quit-
ted the fhore. They filled Paris with their clamours;
they excited the indignation of the public againft
their governor; they impeafched him as the author
of all their miferies, and the fole caufe of the lofs
of aflourifhingcolony. Lally was taken up, and
tried by the parliament. He had been acculed of
high tréafon and extortion; of the firft he was
acquittedj and the feccttid was never proved; yet
Lally was condemned to lofe his head.

L ET us &k, in the name of humanity, what his
crime was, that it Thould be punifhable by law?
The awful fword of juftice was not put into the
hands of the magiftrate to gratify private refent-
ment; or even to follow the emotions of public
indignation. The law aone mud point out its own
victims; and, if the clamours of a blind and incenfed
multitude could fway with the judges to pronounce
a capital fentence, the innocent might fuffer for the
guilty,* and there would be no fafety for the citi-
zen: In this point of view let us examine the fen-
tence.

If declares, that Lally (lands convicted of having
betrayed ikeinter efts of the king, ofthejlate; and of the
‘India company. What is meant by betraying of in-
tercfts? What law is there that makes it death to

| 2 be
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be guilty of this vague and indefinite crime? No
fuch law dther does or can exift. The difgrace of
the prince, the contempt of the nation, public in-
famy, thefeare the proper puniflimentsfor the man,
who, from incapacity or folly, has not ferved his
country as he ought: but death, and that too opon
afcaffold,is deftined for crimes of a different nature.

T H E fentencefurther declares, that Lally (lands
convictcd of vexations, exaflions, and abufe of au-
thority. No doubt he was guilty of thefe in num-
berlefs inftances He made ufe of violent means
to procure pecuniary aids, but this money was put
into the public treafure. He injured and oppreffed
the citizens\ but he never attempted any thing
againft their lives, or againft their honour. He
erefted gibbets in the market-place, butcaufed no
one to be executed-upon them.

IN reality, he was a madman of a dark and
dangerous cafl; an odious and defpicable man;
a man totally incapable of command. But he was
neither quilty of public extortions, nor treafon;
and, to ufe the expreffion of a philofopher whofe
virtues do honour to humanity, every one bad a
righttokill Lally, except theexecutioner.

T H E midortunes that befe the French in Afia
had been forefeen by all coniiderate men, who re-
flected on the corruption of the nation. Their
morals efpecially had degenerated in the voluptu
ous cdimate of India. The wars which .Dupleix
had carried-on in the inland parts had laid the
foundation® of many fortunes They were in-
cesfed and multiplied by the gifts which Sala-

batjing
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batjing lavifhed on” thofe Who conducted him in BOOK:

triumph to hiscapital, and fixed him on the throne.
The officers who had not (bared the dangers, the
glory, and the bendfits of thofe brilliant expedi-
tions, found out an expedient to comfort themfelves
under their misfortune; which was, to reduce the
fipahi's to half the number they were ordered to
maintain, and to apply their pay to their own be-
nefit; which they could- egfily do, as the money
paTed through their hands. The agents for trade,
who had not thefe refources, accounted to the com-
pany but for a very fmall part of the profits made
upon the European goods they fold, though they
ought to have been all their own; and fold them
thofe of India at a very high price, which they
ought to have had at prime-cod. Thofe who were
intruded with collecting the revenue of any parti-
cular fpot, farmed it themfelves under Indian names,
or letit for atrifle, upon recelying a handfome gra-
tuity ; they even frequently kept back the whole
income of fuch eftates, under pretence of fgme
imaginary robbery or devaftation, which had made
it impoffible to collet it. J+\\ undertakings, of what
nature foever, were clandeftinely agreed upon; and
became the prey of the perfons employed in them,
who had found meansto make themfelves formida-
ble, or of fuch as were moft in favour, or richeft.
The authorized abufe that prevails in India, of
giving and receiving prefents on the cgndufion of
every treaty, had multiplied thefe tragfaftionswith-
out neceffity. The navigators who landed in thofe
parts, dazzled with the fortunes which they faw in-

I 3 Created
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creafed fourfold from one voyage to another, np

‘e o—s lONnger regarded their (hips, but as the means of

carrying on trade, and acquiringwealth. Corruption
was brought to itsgreateft height by people of ranfc,
who had teen difgraced and ruined at home; but
who, being encouraged by what they faw, and im-
pelled by the reports that were brought to them,
refolved to go themfelves into Afia, in hopes of re-

trievi ng their Shattered fortunes, or of being able to

continue their irregularities with impunity. The
perfonal conduft of the direftors made it neceflary
for them to connive at all thefe diforders. They.
were reproached with attending to nothing in their
office but the credit, the money, and the power it
gavethem with giving the mod important pofts
to their own relations, men of no morals, applica-
tion, or capacity; with multiplying the number of
factors without ncceflity and without bounds, to
fecure friends in the city and at court; and, laftly,
they were accufed’ of obtruding upon the'public
commoditieswhich might have been bought cheaper
and better in other places. Whether the govern-
ment did not know of thefe exceffes, or had not re-
folution enough to put aflop to them, it was, by
its blindnefs or its wesknefs, in fome ragafure ac-
cciiary to the ruin of the &fars of the nation in
India. It might even without injuftice be charged
with being the principal caufe of them, by fending
fuch improper perfons to manage and defend an
important fettlement, which' had no lefs to fear
fromitsown corruptlon than from the Englifh fleets
and armies, " -

THE
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THE misforttraes of the company abroad were
aggravated fey their fituation at home. It was inu
mediately thought advifeable to lay aclear account
of affairs before the proprietors. This difcovery
oGcafioned a general defpondency, which gave rife
to avariety of different fchemes, all equally abfiird.
Thefe feveral fchemes were haflily difcuffed, nor
was it poffible that any.of them could be fixed upon
by men in fuch a (late of uncertainty and diffidence*
The deliberations were carried on with too much
afperity; and time, which was of fo much confe-
Quence, was loft in uobraidings and invectives*
No one could forcfee where thefe commotions
would end; when ayoung merchant of penetration
and judgment arbfe. The proprietors liftened to
him with attention; all difputes immediately fub-
fided, and frefh hopes began to dawn. They were
unanimous in adopting his opinion.. The company,
which the enemiesto all exclufive privilegeswiflied
to fee abolifhed, and which fo many private inte-
refts had confpired to deftroy, ftill maintained its
ground: but it was put upon a better footing-, a
circumftance which was abfolutely neceffary.

AMONGST the caufes that had occasoned the
diftreffes of the company, there was one which had
long been looked upop as the fource of all the reft;
this was the dependence, or rather the flavery, in
which the government had kept that great body
for near half a century.

EVER fince the year 1723, the directors had
been chofen by the court. In 1730, a commiffary
appointed by the king was introduced into the

14 adminiftration
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adminiftration of the company. From this period
there was an end to all freedom of debate ; there
was no longer any connexion between thofe who
had the management of affairs and the proprietors;
no immediate inrercourfe between the manners
and government* All was dirccted by the influence
and according to the views of the court, My fiery,
that dangerous veil of arbitrary administration,
concealed all their operations; and it was not till
17" that the proprietors were caled together.
They were empowered to name fvndics, and to
call a general meeting once a year; but they were
not better informed of theflateof [heir affair?, nor
more at liberty to direft them. The power of
chufing the directors was jtiil veiled in the crown,
and inliead of one cunmniTary the king choie to
have two.

FROM this time two parties were formed. Each
commifuty had his own (cheme, his own favou-
rites, and endeavoured to get his own projects
adopted. Hence arofe divifions, intrigues, infor-
mations, and animofjties, which originated in Paris,
and extended as far as India, and there broke out
in a manner fo fatal to the nation.

THE miniftry, fhocked at iuch a number of
abufes, and weary of thofe endlefs contefts, at-
tempted to remedy them. It was imagined they
had fucceeded, by appointing a third commiflary.
This expedient, however, ierved only to increafe
the evil. Defpotifm had prevailed while there was
but one;, divifion enfued on the nomination of two;
and from the moment three were appointed, ail was

anarchy
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anarchy and confufion. They were reduced to “(‘BSOK‘{
two, and pains were taken to preferve harmony as . .4
much as poffible between them; and in '764 there
was but on-?, when the proprietors defired that the
company might be brought back to its original

form, by reitoring its freedom.

THEY ventured to tell the government, they might
impute the diiaiters and errors of the company to
themfelves, as the proprietors had not been con-
cerned in the management of their affairs; that
they could never be carried on moll advantagc-
ouily both for them and for the ftate, till this
could be done with freedom, and till an immediate
intercourfe was eflablifhed between the proprietors
and adminiftratorsj and between the adminiftrators
and the miniftry; that whenever there was an in-
termediate perfon, the orders given on one part,
and the reports made on the other, would nccef-
farily, in paffing through his hands, take a tincture
of his own private views and inclinations, fo that
he would always be, in faft, the real and fole ma-
nager of the company; that fuch a manager, not
being himfelf perfonally concerned in the affairs of
the company, or not being a competent judge
of them, would always facrifice the welfare and
true interefl; of trade, to add to the tranfient pomp
of his appointment, and to fecure the favour of
placemen; that, on the contrary, every thing
might be expected from afree adminiftration, chofen
by the proprietors, afting under their infpection,
and in conceit with them, and fubjeft to no kind
of reftraint. '

TUB
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BOOK «  THE government was fenfible of the truth of

,_'_\ﬁ‘__a thefe reafons. It feeured the freedom of the com-
pany by a folemn edifl; and the fame merchant,
who by hisgenius had juft given it anewexiftence,
drew up a plan of provifionary ftatutes, for a new
form of adminiftration.

-T H E intention of thefe ftatutes was, that the com-
pany might no longer be ruled by men who often
were not worthy to be its factors; that the govern-
ment might no further interfere than to proteft it;
that it might be alike preferved from that flavery
under which it had fo long groaned, and from that
fpirit of myftery which had perpetuated its cor-
ruption ;, that there fhould be a conftant intercourfe
between the managers and the proprietors; that
Paris, deprived of the advantage enjoyed by the
capitals of other commercial nations, of being a
fea-port, might acquire a knowledge of trade in
free and peaceable affemblies; that the citizen
might form juft notions of that powerful tie that
connefts all nations together, and, by informing
himfelf of the fources of public profperity, learn
to refpeft the merchant whofe operations contribute
to it, and to defpifethe profeffions that are deftruc-
tive of it.

THESE wife regulations were attended with hap-
pier confequences than could poffibly be expected.
A great activity was obferved on all fides. During
thefiveyearsthat the new adminiftration lafted, the
foies produced annually 18,000,000 *s They had
not been fo confiderable, even in thofe timeswhich

* 787,5001.
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bad been, looked upon as the inofl: prpfperpus;
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for, from 1726 to 1756 irtclufively; they had we

amounted to no more than 437,376,284 livres-
which makes upon an average, in peace and War
14,108,912! Jivres a yedr.

IT mull: be confeffed, that fince the year 1764
the profits had not been what they were before.
The difference between the purchafe and the fale,
which had been at lead cent, per cent,” was re-
duced to about feventy per cent. This diminution
pf profit was owing to the want of flock, to the
ruin of the French credit in India, and to the ex-
grbitant power of the victorious nation that had
jately fubdued thofe diftant regions. The agents
for the company were reduced to procure money
and goods upon the mod exorbitant terms.  They
obtained both from the Englifh merchants, who
were endeavouring to bring over to Europe the
immenfe fortunes they had amaffed in Afia.

WITH thee impediments, and under thefe dis-
agreeable circumftances, was the exclufive privi-
lege of trading to the Eaft Indies exercifed, when
the government thought proper to fufpend it. Let
us now examine what was then the fituation of the
company.

BEFORE 1764, the number of (hares amounted

t0 50,268. At that period the mini ftry, who, in
1746, 1747, and 1748, had given up to the pro-
prietors th« prpduce of the fares and bonds which
weére their property, relinquished in their favour
the fharesbonds themfelyes, to the number of
119,135,2121. 8s. 6d. 1617,2641, 135
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11,835 together, to indemnify them for the ex-
penccs they had incurred during the laft war.
Thefe fhares having been cancelled, there remained
but 38,432.

THE wants of the company obliged them to
make a call of 400 livres * per flvare. Upwards
of 34,000 {hares paid the call. The 4000 that
did not were reduced, by the terms of the edift
which empowered the company to make it, to
five eighths of the value of thofe which had paid;
fo that by this operation the number was reduced
to 36,920 whole fhares and fix-eighths.

THE dividends on the fhares of the French
company, as of all other companies, have varied
according to circumftances. In 1722 it wes 100
livres f. From 1723 to 1745 it was 150 0134t From
1746 to 1749 it was 708. From 1750 to 1758
it was 801 From 1759 to 1763 it was 40 f; and
in 1764 it was.but 20 livres**e This (hews that
the dividend, and the vaue of the ftock, which
aways kept pace with it, was neceffarily affected
by the hazards of trade, and the fluftuation of po-
pular opinion. Hence that prodigious rife and fall
in the price of the (bares, which fell in one year
from two hundred to one hundred ttpiftoles 11;
then rofe to 1800 livres88, and foon after fell to
7001|}]. Yet, in the midft of thefe revolutions,
the ftock of the company was much the fame. But
thisis a calculation which the public never makes.

* 171. 10S. t4L.7S 6d ¥ 61 115.3d. §31. is. 3d.

II3l.10s. 1 il. 15s. ** 17s.6d. tt 167. 18s.
N, B. Each piflole is reckoned at 16s. gd. ks 83L 15s.

§781. 15h. M 30I. 12s 6d.
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It ts determined by the ci reumftance of the prefent BOOK

moment, and ways trufts or fears beyond the truth.
T H E proprietors, who were under apptehenfions
of having their fortunes reduced to half in one day,
would no longer run therifques of fuch afituatidn:
In laying-in afrefti ftock to trade with, they de*
fired to fecure the remainder of their fortune in
fuch a manner, as that the (hares fhould at all
times bear a fettled, price, and an intereft that
could be depended upon. The government fettled
this matter by an edift iffued out in Augnft 1764.
TheXIlItharticle exprefsly fays, That, to fecure
to the proprietors a fettled income independent of
all future events of trade, a fufficient fund fhould
be detached from that portion of the contract
which was then free, to fecure to every ftiare a
capital of 1600 livres*, and an intereft of 80
livres T; and that neither that intergjl nor that
capital fhould, in any cafe, or for any caufe whatfo-
ever, beanfwerablefor fuch engagementsasthe com-
pany might enter into after the date of this edift.

T H E company, therefore, owed for 36,920 fhares
and fix eighths, at the rate of 80 livres  per
fbare, an intereft amounting to 2,953,660 livres 8
They paid for their fevera contracts 2,727,506
livres |, which made in all 5,681,166 livres] of
perpetual annuities. The life annuities amounted
to 3,074,899 livres **e The fum total of all thefe
life annuities and annual payments was then
8,756,065 livresff. How the company raifed

'* 701. t 3I.10s. % 3I. 10s. § 129,122!." 12s. 6(1.

I1'119,3281. 7s. 9d. 1 248,55x1. os. 3d.

134,526l 16s 7d.%2 Tt 383,5771. 16s. 10d.-y.
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money to anfwer thefe feveral demands, fhall be
the ftibjcft of our next inquiry.

THAT great body, which had been much too
deeply concerned in Law's fcheme, had advanced
him 90,000,000 of livres*. When that fyftem
foiled, the government made over to them in pay-
ment the exclufive fale of tobacco, which then
brought in three millions T a year; but they were
left without a capital to trade with. This kept
them in a (late of inaction till 1726, when the go-
vernment lent them its affiftance. The rapid pro-
grefs they made aftonifhed all nations, and fecmed
to promife them a fupcriority over the mofl: fiou-
rilhing companies. This opinion, which Wes the
general one, emboldened the proprietors to com-
plain that their dividends were not doubled and
trebled. They thought, as well as the public, that
the king's treafury was enriched with their fpoils.
The profound fecrecy with which every thing was
carried on, greatly ftrengthened thefe furmifes.

THE: breaking-out of the war between France
and England in 17" diflblved the charm. The
miniftry, too much embarraffed in their own affairs
to think of doing any thing for the company, left
it to extricate itfdf. Then, indeed, every one
was fnrprized to fee that (Joloflus ready to fall,
which had never yet met with any fliock, and
whofe greatell misfortune had been the lofs of
two fhips of a moderate value. The company
would have been ruined, had not the government
in 1747 declared itfelf their debtor in the fum of

* 3,937,500 T 131,250I
180,000,000
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180,000,000 of livres*, and engaged to pay them BOl\(/) K.
: the intereft of that fum for ever at five per cent. u.....,,__.a
This engagement, which was in lieu of the exclu-
sve fale of tobacco, is fo important a point in the
hiftory of the company, that it would not be fuf-
ficiently illuftrated, if we did not trace the matter
further back.

T H E ufe of tobacco, which was introduced into-
Europe afro: the difcovery of America, made no
very rapid progrefs in France, The confumption
was fo fmall, that the firft contrafi, which began
the firft of December 1674, and ended the firft of
October 1680, brought in but 500,000 livresf to
the goverment the two firft years, and 600,000
the four laft ; though the right of ftamping pewter
had been joined to- this privilege. This farm of
the revenue was confounded with the general
farms till 1691, when it (till remained united
to them, and was rated at 1,500,000 livres 8 a
year. In 1697, it became once more a feparate
farm on the fame terms, till 1709, when it was
increafed to 100,000 livres| more, till 1715. It
was then renewed for three years only. The two
firft years ought to have produced 2,000,000 of
livresy, and the laft 200,000 ** more. At that
period it was increafed to 4,020,000 livres Tt a
year; but this lafted only from the firft of Oftober
1718 to the firft of June 1720. Tobacco then
became a mercantile commodity all over the king-
dom, and continued fo till the firft of September

* 7870001, t 21,751 % 26,2501. § 65,625,
L anrsh § ool T g,730l. 175750

1721.
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1721. During this (hart interval, private people

\__X_'__, laid in fuch a ftock, that, when it came to be farmed

out again, it could be done but at a moderate price.
Thiscontraft, which was the eleventh, was for nine
years, to commence on the firft of September 1721,
to the fir ft of Oftobcr 1730. The farmers were to
give 1,300,000 livres* for thefirftthirteen months;
1,800,000 t for the fecond year; 2,560,000 I for
the third ; and 3,000,0008 for each of the laft
fix years. This agreement did not take place, be-
caufe the India company, to whom the govern-
ment owed 90,000,000 livrcs|, which had been
depofited in the royal treafury in 1717, demanded
the farm of tobacco, which had then been made
over to them for ever, and which, from particular
events, they had never yet enjoyed. Their peti-
tion was found to be juft, and they obtained what
they fo warmly folieitcd.

THEY managed this farm themfelves, from the
firft of Oftober 1723, to the laft day of Septem-
ber 1730. The produce during that fpace was
50,083,967 livres 11 fous 9 deniers §; which
made 7,154,852 livres 10 fols 3 den. ** a year;
out of this mud be dedufted yearly 3,042,9631.
19s. 6d. ff for the charges of preparing the land.

'I THESE charges were fo enormous, that it was
thought the bufinefs, which grew every day more
confiderable, would be better in the hands of the
farmers-general, who would manage it at lefs ex-

* 56,7511 t 78,750. % 112,Cool. § 131,150
I 3,937,5001- 1 About 2,191,173/1. 11s. 7d. %2
** About 313,0241. 16s. t | About. 133,1:91. 12s. 7d-2-
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pence by means of the clerks they employed for BOOK
other purpofes. The company accordingly farmed g..,\,/....;
it for eight years, at the rate of 7,500,000 livres*

for each of the firft four years, and 8,000,000 -t

for each of the four lad. This contract was con-

tinued upon the fame terms till the month of June

1747; and the king promifed to account with the

company for the increafe of the produce, as foon

as it (hould be known and afcertained.

AT this period, the king united the tobacco
farm to his other duties, creating and alienating,
for the ufe of the company, an annuity of nine
millionsJ for ever, upon a capital of an hundred
and eighty millions§. This large compensation
was thought to be due to them for the old debt of
ninety millions ||; for the overplus of the profit
upon the tobacco farm, from 1738 to 1747; and
to indemnify them for the expences of the negroe
trade, for the lofles they had fuftained during the
war, for their giving up the exclufive privilege of
the trade to St. Domingo, and for the lofs of the
ton duty, which had been fufpended ever fince the
year 1731. Yet thiscompenfation has been thought
inadequate by fome of the proprietors, who have
difcovered, that ever fince the year 1758, upwards
of 11,700,000 pounds weight of tobacco have been
annually fold in the kingdom at three livres | a
pound, though it had been bought for twenty-feven
livres ** a hundred.

*328,125I. 1350,000!. t 393,7501- § 7,875,000!..
1 3,937,5001- 1 2s 7d.% *11. 3S. 7d-%2
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T HE nation isof avery different opinion. The
managers, who prevailed upon government to ac-
knowledge fo large a debt, have been accufed of
facrtficing the intereft of the public to that of a

‘private fociety. A writer, who in our daysfhould

examine whether this accufation were well or ili-
grounded, would pafs for an idle man. Such a
difcuffion would be altogether needlefs, fince every
circumftance of this tranfaction has been made pub-
lic. It will be fufficient to obferve, that it was with
the nine millions* ayear improperly facrificed by
the flate, that the company was enabled to anfwer
the demand of 8,756,065 livresf with which it was
charged, fo that the overplus remaining to them
amounted to about 2",000 livres F of net revenue.

IT is true, they had private fimple-contraft
debts to the amount of 74,505,000 livres||; but
they had in trade, in ftock, or in debtsto call in,
70,733,000 livres §; a fum nearly fufficient to
balance their accounts.

THEIR only riches confided therefore in more-
able and immoveable effects to the amount of
about twenty millions 1, and the profped: of the
extinftion of the life annuities, which in time muft
bring in three millions ** a year. The actua
value of this article might be reckoned equal to
a clear capital of thirty millions-1t.

*393,7501 ) 383,0771. 16s. 10d ¥ 110,675!
Il 3,259,5031- 15> § 3,094,681. 15> 1 875,0001.
** 131,2501. ft 1,31;, 500 1.
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INDEPENDENT of thefe properties, the company B Q0K
enjoyed forae very beneficiad rights. The eXClu- Semyem
sve fae of coffee had been granted them ; but as
public utility required that an exception ftiould be
made in 1736, with regard to coffee Imported
from the American iflands, they obtained by way
of compenfation a yearly fum of 50,000 livres *,
which was aways duly paid. Even the privilege
for Mocha coffee was cancelled in 1767, the go*
vernment having allowed the importation of that
of the Levant. The company obtained no indent
nification on this account. _

THEY had experienced a greater lofs the year
before. In 1720 they had been inverted with the
fole right of tranfporting flaves to the American
colonics. This fyftem foon appeared to be erro-
neous ; and it wes agreed that all the merchants in
the kingdom fhould be at liberty to carry on the
flave trade, upon condition of adding a piftole -1-
per head to the thirteen livres J granted out of the
royal treafury. Suppoling that 15,000 negroes
were difpofed of every year in the French iflands,
this made a clear income of 345,000 livres § for
the company. This bounty, which was alowed
them for a trade they were not concerned in, weas
taken-off in 1767, and was made-up to them by a
more reafonable equivalent.

AT the firft formation of the company they had
obtained a gratuity of 50 livres || upon every ton

2187!. ics. T 16s 9d. Jus. 4d. Y. §15,093.1.15s.
2l 3% 9d, '
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of goods they fliould export, and of 75. upon
efvery ton they fhould import from abroad. The
miniftry, upon the fuppreffion of the bounty upon
negroes, increafed the gratuity upon every ton ex-
ported to 7 5 livres*, and upon every ton imported
to 80f. If werateboth at 6000 tonsa year, wefliall
find a produce of above a million J for the company,
including the 50,000 livres§ they received upon
the coffee

WHILE theincome of the company remained en-
tire, their expences were leffened. By the edict of
1764, the iflands of France and Bourbon were be-
come the property of the government, who engaged
to fortify and defend them. By this arrangement
the company was exonerated of two millions { a
year, without the leaft detriment to the excdufive
trade they enjoyed in thofe two iflands.

WITH all thefe feemingly profperous circum-
fiances, the debts of the company were daily in-
creafmg. This muft inevitably happen, astheir
income, together with the profits of their trade,
was not fufficent to defray the expences of carry-
ing it on, and the charges annexed to the crown,
which amounted together to eight millions | a
year. They might even exceed this, as by their
nature they were fufceptible of endlefs increafe,
according to the political views of government,
which is the fole judge of their importance and
neceflky.

*3l. 5s 7dY% - T 3l. 10s 3437501 § 21871 10a
1 87500l. T 35Wool.
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IN fo unfortunate a fituahon, the company'could BOOK
cot poffibly fupport iifclf without the afliftauce we iz

of government. But for fome time part the coun-cil-
cil of Lewis XV. had appeared to be very indif-
ferent about the exiftence of that great body. At
laft an arret of council was iffued, bearing date
the 15th of Auguft 1769, by which the king fuf*
pended the exclufive privilege of the India com-
pany, and granted to all his fubjects the liberty
of navigating and trading beyond the Cape of
Good Hope. However, in granting this unex-
pefted freedom, the government thought propet
tolay it under fomereftraint. The arret which
opens this new traft to private navigators, requires
them to provide themfdves with paffports, which
are to be fredy given by the adminigrators of the
India company. It obliges them to make their re-
turnsto Port I'Orient, and no where elfe. It efta-
blifhes a dtaty by way of Indulto on all goods im-
ported from India; which, by a fecond arret of
council, iffued on the fixth of September following,
was fixed at five per cent, on all goods coming
from India and China, and at three per cent, upon
all commodities of the growth of the iflands of
France and Bourbon.

T H E arret of the 13th of Auguft, by only fuf-
pending thé privilege of the company, feemed to
leave to the proprietors the power of refuming it:
but, as they faw no probability of ever being able
to do this, they wifely determined to liquidate their
concarns in fuch a manner, asto fecure their credi-
tors, and the remains of their own fortunes.

K 3 FOB.
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ngo %N‘ ' FOR, this,purpofe they offered to give up to the
g King all the compauy's fhips, thirty in number;

aH,the warechoufes’ and other buildings belonging
to them at Port. TOrieat and in Jndia; the pro-
perty of their faEtorie$, with the manufaftures der
pendent on them.i; all naval and military ,ftores;
and, 'laftly; eight hundred flayes which they had
refeeved ift the iflands. All thefe articles were
valued-at thirty millions «? by the.proprietors,

‘who at'the fame time demanded the payment of
46,500,000 livresf which were due to them by
the,government.

T H E king agreed to. the propofa) but chofe to
leffen the purchafe-money: not that the effefts were
not of ftill greater value while they remained in
sthe hands of ‘the company; but, being made over to
the government, they brought an additional incum-
.brance upon it. So that, inftead of 46,500,000
livres £ which the proprietors demanded, the
prince, to clear all accounts with them, created a
perpetual annuity for their benefit of 1,200,000
livres§, upon acapital of thirty milliongllj. The ediflt
for that purpofe was iflued out in January 1770.

. THIS new contract the company mortgaged for
twelve millions ], which they borrowed upon life
annuities at ten per cent, and by a lottery in Fe-
bruary following. This money was borrowed to
enable them to fulfil the engagements they had
entered into when they undertook the lafl: expedi-
tions; but it was infufficient; fo that, finding

* 1,312,5001. ft 7Zt,875. t 2,039,3751. § 52,500,
II'1,312,5001. 1 525,0001.
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themfelves utterly unable to raife more, the pro-
prietors, at their meeting on the 7th April 1770,

made over their whole property to the king, ex-.

cept the capital that had been mortgaged to the
proprietors of the fhares.

T H E principal articlescomprizedin thlscefflon
cpnfifted in the abolition of 4,200,000 livres* in
life annuities; of that part of the contract of nine
millions T which exceeded the capital of the
fliares; of the hotel of Paris; of the India goods
expefted home in 1770 and 1771, fuppofed to be
worth 26,000,000 of livres J; and, laftly, of
three or four millions § of debts, to be called in
from debtors who were moftly fol vent, in India,
in the ifles of France and Bourbon, and at San
Domingo. - The proprietors engaged at the fame
time to furnifh the king with a fum of 14,768,000
livres f, tp be raifed by way of a call, which was
fixed at 400 livres { per fliare. The government,
in accepting thefe feyeral offers, engaged on their
part to pay all the perpetual and life annuities
which the company was bound to pay; all their
other engagements, amounting to about forty-
five millions**; all the penfions and half-pays
granted by the company, amounting to. 80,000
livres 11 ayear; laftly, to {land to all the charges
and rifques attending a liquidation that muft necef-
farily continue fome years,

* 183,7501- T 393,750. F 1,137,500. § About 153,000!.
_H_onan aveage Il 6461001 ¢ 171 10s  ** 1,968,7501.
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T HE capital of each (hare, which by the edict
of Auguft 1764, had been fixed at 1600 livres T,
bearing an intereft of 80 livres f, the king now
raifed to 2500 livres §, bearing intereft 125 livres ||
a year. The new intereft was mede fubject to
a deduction of a tenth, and it was agreed that this
deduction fhould be annually appropriated to the
paying off of the (hares by lot, on the footing of
their capital of 2500 livres 5 fo that the intereft
on the (hares thus paid off, would increafe the
finking fund till the whole of the (hares was
finaly paid off.

THESE refpective conditions are recorded in an
arret of council, of the 5th of April, including
a report of the deliberations held the day before
in a general meeting of the proprietors, and con-
firmed by letters patent bearing date the 2 2d of
the fame month.  In confequence of thefe agree-
ments, the call hes been paid, a fufficiency for the
reimburlemept of the (hares, to the number of two
hundred and twenty, has been taken out every
year, and the fimple-contraft debts of the company
have been duly paid when their time was elapfed.

FROM all thefe particulars, it is no esfy matter
to frame an idea of the actua mode of exiftence
pf the India company, and of the legal ftate of the
trade they carried on. This company, which at
prefent has no property, no bufinefs, no object,
pannot however he confidered as being entirely

t 70l 1.31.10s. §109!. 7s 6d.
K 51. 59 4dY% 9§ 109. 7s. 6d.

deftroyed,
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deftroyed, fince the proprietors have referved the BOQOK.
joint flock that was mortgaged for their fhares;, \oms
and that they have a common cheft, and deputies
to fuperintend their interefts. On the other hand,
their charter has been fufpended; but it is only
fufpended, and is not included among the articles
which the company has ceded to the king. The
law by which it wes granted is (till in forceg;
and the fhips that are fitted out for the Indian
feas, cannot fail without a permiffion in the name
of the company. So that the freedom which hes
been granted is but a precarious one; and if the
proprietors fhould offer to refume their trade, with
a fufficient flock to carry it on, they would have
an undoubted right to do it without any new law:
to impower them. But except this nominal righty
which in fact is much the fame as if it did not
exift, as the proprietors are not in a condition to
exercife it; all their other rights, properties, and
factories, are now in the hands of government.
Let us take a curfory view of thofe fettlements,
beginning with Malabar. :

BETWEEN the provinces of Canara and Calicut, Prefent
. s . . arc of the
lies a diftrift which extends eighteen leagues slong  French
the coaft, and is a moftfeven or eight leagues UFeptee
broad. The country, which ‘is very unequal, Malabar.
abounds with pepper and cocoatrees. It is di-
vided into feveral lefs diftricts, fubjefl to as many
Indian lords, who ae all vaffds to the houfe of
Colaftry. The head- of this Bramin family is
always to confine his whole attention to what con-
perns the worfhip of the gods. It would be be-

neath
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neath his dignity to ftoop to profane mattersand
the reins of government are given to his neareft.
relation. The country is divided into two pro*
vinces. In the largcft, called the Irouvenate, is
the Englifh faftory of Tellichcry, and the Dutch
faftory of Cananor. Thefe two nations fhare the
pepper trade between them; but the Englifh com-
monly carry off 1,500,000 pounds weight, and
there fdldom remains more than 500,000 for the.
Dutch.

. T H E feoond proVince, called Cartenate, extends
but five leagues along the coaft. Here the French
were called-in by the natives in 1722, with a view
to engage them to aft againft the Englifh ; but an
accommodation having taken place, and made their
afliftance unneceffary, they were forced to relinquifh
a poft wherethey promifed themfdves fome advan-
tages Fired with refentment and ambition, they
returned in greater numbers in 1725, and efta-
blifhed themfelves fword-in-hand on the mouth of
the river Mahe. Notwithftanding this aft of vio-
lence, they obtained of the prince, who governed
that diftrift, an exdufive right to the pepper trade.
This favour was fo great an advantage to them,
that it gave rife to a colony of 6,000 Indians, who
cultivated 6,350 cocoa trees, 3,967 areka, and
7,762 pepper trees. Such was theft ate of this
fettlement, when the Englifli made themfeves
matters of it in 1760,

. T H E famefpirit of deftruftion that they had {hewn
in all their conquefts, influenced them at Mahé,
Their intention was to pull down the houfes, and

difperfe
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difperfe the inhabitants. The fovereign of that BOIQ,K
country diffuaded them from tbeir ptjrpofe. All n.._n,._g
was fpared, except the fortifications. When the

French returned to their factory, they found cverf

thing much in the fame condition as they  had left

it- It is their intereft to fecure the advantages

they enjoy, and it is no lefs mcumbent on them to
endeavour to improve them.

MA HE isfurrounded with hills, on which were
erefted five forts, that no longer exift. Thefe
works were too numerous, though fome precau-
tions are abfolutely neceffary. It is not proper
to be perpetually expofed to the depredations of
the Nayers, who have formerly attempted to plun-
der and deftroy the colony, and who might pof*
fibly have dill the fame intentions, in order to put
themfelves under the proteftion of the Engliih at
Tellichery, which is but three leagues diftant
from Mahe.

BESIDES the pofts requifite to fecure the place
itfelf, it is very neceffary to fortify the entrance
of the river. Since the Marattas have got fea
ports of their own, they infeft thefca about Ma-
labar with their piracies. Thofe banditti even
attempt to land wherever they think there is
fome booty to be got. Mahé would not be fecure
from their attacks, if it contained money or com-
modities to tempt them.

T HE French might make themfelves ample
amends for any expences they fhould incur, if
they did but carry on their trade with fpirit and
fkill. Their factory is the beft fituated for the

pepper
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BOOK pepper trade; and the country would afford

AV.

2,500,000 pounds weight of that eommodity.
What could not be confnmed in Europe might be
fold in China, on the Red Sea, and at Bengal.
A pound of pepper would ftand them in twelve
fous*, and they would fell it for twenty-fite or
thirty f.

THIS advantage, confiderable as it is, would
be increafed by the profits upon European goods
which would be carried over to Mah&. Thofe

who are beft acquainted with that factory are of

opinion, that it will bean eafy matter to difpofe of
400,000 weight of iron, 200,000 of lead, 25,000
of copper, 2000 firelocks, 20,000 weight of gun-
powder, 50 anchors or graplings, 50 bales of
cloth, 53,000 €els of fail-cloth, a good quantity
of quickfilttfr, and about 200 cafks of wine of
brandy, for the Frenich fettled in the colony, or
for the Englilh in the neighbourhood Thefe
feveral articles together would produce at lead
384,000 livres J, of which 153,600 § would be
clear gain, allowing the profit to be 40 per cent.
Another advantage attending this circulation is,
that there will always be a flock in the faftory,
which will enable them to purchafe the product
ttons of the country in the fesfons of the year
when they are cheapeft.

T H E greateft obftade to trade is the cuflom-
hpufe eftabiifhed in the colony. Half the duties
beong to the fovereign of that country, and this

has always been a fubject of contention. The
* About 6d. Y4, T Aboutis. 4d. onanaveage + 6,7201

§6,7201.
Englilh
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Englifh of Tellicbery, who laboured under the*BOOK.
fame grievance, have found means to prevent all \__LV__,
difputes about thefe duties, by paying a certain

yearly fum as an equivalent. The French might

do the fame; but they cannot expeft that the

prince would-agree to it, unlefs they previoufiy

pay him the fums he has lent, and no longer re-

fufe him the tribute ftipulated for the benefit of

living peaceably upon his territories. Matters can-

not be fo eafily adjufted at Bengal.

FRANCE has engaged, by thetreaty of 1763, to z:g’g;
ereft no fortifications and kegp no troops in that the French
rich and extenfive country. The Englifh, who % Beagal.
are fovereigns there, will never fuffer the French
to deviate from what they have required. So that
Chandernagor e, which before the laft war reckoned
60,000 fouls, and has now but 24,000, is, and
always will be, entirely an opop place.

To this misfortune of a precarious Ctuation
may be added injuries and hardlhips of every
kind. Not fatidfied with the poffeffion of unlimited
authority, the Englifh have been guilty of the
mod fcandalous enormities. They have infulted
the French in their work-fliops, feduced their
workmen, cut the linens off of the looms; infifted
that the manufacturers fhould do no work but for
them in the three bed months of the year; and
that their own ladings fhould be picked oat and
completed, before any thing was removed out of
the work-fhops.  The fcheme which.tbe. French
and Dutch had contrived together,. of making an
exadt eftimate of the number of weavers, takirig

only
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airly half between them, and leaving the reft to
the Englifb, has been confidered as an infult.
That ruling natiori have proceeded fo far as to
declare, that they would have their factors buy
the goods inChandernagore; and the French have
been forced to fubmit to this hardfhip, or they
would have been excluded from every market
in Bengal. In a word, they have fo much
abufed the unjuft right of victory, that a philo-
fopher might be tempted to wiih for the ruin of
their liberty, were not the people infinitely more
oppreflive and crud under the government of one
man, -than under a government tempered by the
influence of many.

As long as things remain upon the prefent foot-
ing in that opulent part of Afia, the French will
meet ‘with perpetual hardships and mortifications,
and therefore no folid and lafting advantage can
accrue to trade. They would be refcued from
this difgrace, if they could exchange Chanderna-
gore for Chatigan.

CHATIGAN isfituated on the confines of Arracan.
The Portuguefe, who in the days of their profpe-
rity endeavoured to get all the important pofts in
India into their own hands, made a confiderable
eftablifhment at that place. Thofe who were fet-
tled there threw off the.yoke of their native coun-
try, when it became a part of the SpanUh domi-
nions, chufing rather to turn pirates than to be
flaves. They long infefted the neighbouring coafts
and feas with their depredations. At laft they were
attacked by the Moguls, who raifed a colony upon

ther
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tféar 'ruins, powerful enough to prevent any in- BCI)\?K
roads which the people of Arracan and Pegu might Ve— e
be tempted to make into Bengal. This place then

funk into obfcurity till 1758, when the English ar-

rived and fettled there.

T H E dimateishealthy, the waters excellent, and
provifions arein great plenty; the landing is eafy,
and the anchorage fafe. The continent and the
ifland of Sandiva make a tolerable harbour. The
rivers Barramputri and Etki, which arebranches
of the Ganges, or at leaft communicate with it,
greatly facilitate commercial operations If Cha-
tigan is further off of Patna, Caffimbuzar, and
fome other markets, than the European colonies
on the river Hughly; it is near Jogdia, Dacca, and
all the manufactures of the lower river. It is a
matter of no confequence, whether fhips of bur-
den can or cannot enter the Ganges on that fide,
as the inland navigation is never carried on but
with boats.

. THOUGH the knowledge they had of thefe ad-
vantages had determined the Englifh to feize upon
Chatigan, weareapt tothink they would havegiven
it up at the laft peace to get rid of the French,
and remove them from a place which lies too near
them, and which long habit has endeared to them*
We even prefume, that at Chatigan the Englilh
would have ddfifted from thofe conditions they
required at Chandernagore, which ftamp a dis-
grace upon the poflé&ffors, more detrimental .td'
the fchemes of commerce than it is poffibte to
conceve. Trade is a free profeffion. The fea,:
7 : the
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the voyages the rilque, and the viciffitude of
fortune, all infpire a love of dependence, This
gives life and fpirit to trade, which, when con-
fined, languifhes, and is loft. )

T H E prefent opportunity is, perhaps, a favour-
able one, to think of the exchange we propofe.
The fortifications which the Englifh had begun
to eet at Chatigan having been thrown down
by frequent earthquakes, they have taken a diflike
to the place As to the French, this inconve-
nience, great as it is, would be preferable to that
of living in a defencdefs town. It is better to
ftrive againft nature than againft men, and be
expofed to the {hocks of the earth than to the
infults of nations. The French, though reftrained
at Bengal, fortunately meet with fome compenfa-
tion, enjoying a better fituation on the coait of
Coromandd.

To the north of that very cxtenfive coaft; they
poffefs Yanam, in the province of Rajahmandry.
This faftory, which has nd land belonging to it,
and is fituated ninettrilefc froift the mouth of the
rivet Ingerbm, was formerly a very flourilhing
one . Fitom miftaken matives it was neglected about
theyear 1748. It would, however, afford good*
to the value of 4 or 500,000 livres*, as the cot-
ton iriazrafactireff are very coafiderable in that
neighbourhood, and the cottons remarkably fine
and good.. It Kar been found by experience to bo
a good market for difpofing of European cloth.

* Abaut 19,700
the
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The trade of this place would be more lucrative,
if they were not obliged to (hare the profit with
the Engliih, who have a fmall fettlement within
two miles of the French.

THE competition is much more detrimental tq
their intereft at Mafulipatam. The French, who
formerly were mailers of the whole town, but have
nothing left now except the factory they had before
1749, cannot poffibly contend with the Engliih,
who make them pay duty for al their imports and
exports, and enjoy beiides all the favour in their
own trade which fovereignty can command. Things
being thus circumftanced, the French confine their
dealings to the pprchafe of fome fine handkerchiefs
and other callicoes, to the value of 150,000 livres*,
It is far otherwife at Karical.

THAT town, iituated in the kingdom of Tan
jour, on one of, the branches of the Caleroon,
which will bear ihips of 150 tons burden, was
ceded to the company in 1738, by a dethroned
king, who was in want of protection. Having been
reftored before he had fulfilled his engagements, he
retracted the gift he had made. A nabob attacked
the place with hisarmy, and in 1739 gave it up to
the French, who were in friendfhip with him,
Soon &fter this, the ungrateful and perfidious
prince was (trangled by the intrigues of his uncles;
and his fucceffor, who had inherited his enemies
with his throne, being defirous cf obtaining the
friendfhip of a powerful nation, confirmed them in\
their poffeffiop. The Engliih took the placein 1760 ,

* 6,5621. ips,
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"BOOK  and blew up thefortifications. It was afterwards ra-

5..1‘{._ ftored to the French, who returned thkher in 1765.
IN its prcfent ft ate, Karical is an opep place,
which may contain 15,000 inhabitants, moft of
them employed in weaving ordinary handker-
chiefs and cottons, for the wear of the natives.
Theterritory belonging to it, which has been con-
fiderably increafed by the conceffions which the king
of Tanjour made in 1749, is now once more what
it was at firft, two leagues in length, and one
league in the broadeft pfcrt. It is compofed of fif-
teen hamlets, of which one only deferves our no-
tice; this is caled Tirumale-Rayenpatnam, and con-
tains no iefs than 25,000 fouls. They weave and
paint Pefians that are pretty fine, fit for Batavia
and the Philippine iflands. The Coolies and Mo?
hammedans have fmall veffels, with which they
trade to Ceylon, and along the coaft.

FRANCE may draw annualy from this fettle;
ment, two hundred baes of cottons or handker-
chiefs fit for Europe, and a large quantity of rice
for the fubfiftence of her other colonies.

A L L goddsbought at Karical, Yansm, and M a-
fulipatam, are carried to Pondicherry, the chief
fettlement of the French in India,

THIS town, which rofe from fuch fmall begin-
nings, in time became a great, powerful, and fa-
mous ciry. The ftreets, which are all ftrait, and
moft of them broad, are lined ‘with two rows of
trees, which keep them cool even in the heat of
the day. The  moft remarkable public edifices
ae a raofque, two pagodas, ‘two churches, and

the
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jthe governor's houfe, which is reckoned the moft BQOK
magnificent building in the eaft. They had erected st
a fmall citadel in the year 1704 ; but itis of no

pfe, fince they have been allowed to build houfes

all round it. To fupply the lofs of this defence,
jhreefidesof the town had been fortified with a

rampart, a ditch, baftions, and a glacis which

was unfinifhed in fome places.. The road weas de-

fended by fome batteries judicioufly placed.

T H E town, which was full aleaguein circum-
ference, contained 70,000 inhabitants, of which
4000 were Europeans, Meftees, or Topaffes. There
were at moft 10,000 Mohammedans; the reft were
Indians, 15,000 of which were Chriftians, and the
others of feventeen or eighteen different cafts or
tribes. Three villages, dependent on the town,
might contain 10,000 fouls.

SUCH was the ftate of the colony, when the
Englifli made themfelyes matters of it in the be-
ginning of the year 1761, utterly deftroyed it, and
turned out the inhabitants. Others may, perhaps,
.examine whether the barbarous right of war could
juftify fuch enormities. Let usturn away our eyes
from fo many cruelties committed by a free, mag-
nanimous, and enlightened nation; and confider
pnly the refolution France hes taken to reftore
Pondicherry to its former fplendour. Every thing
(Conaurs to juftify the wifdom of this choice.

THIS town, like all others on the coaft of Coro-
mandel, has no harbour, but ir has a much more
Commodious road. The fhips can anchor clofe to
fhe fhore, under the cannon of the fortifications.

L 2 Is
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BOI\(/DK Its territory, which is three leagues long and one
' s =t |€3QUE broad, is nothing more than a barren fand-
bank on the fea-coaft; but the greateft part is fit
for the culture of rice, vegetables, and a root called
chaya, which is ufed in dying. Two fmall rivers
that crofs the country, but are not navigable, afford
excellent water for the fame purpofe, particu-
larly for the blue dye. Three miles to the north-
edft of the town is a hill, which rifes a hundred
toifes above the level of the fea, and is a guide to
lhips at the diftance of feven or eight leagues,
which is a very confiderable advantage upon fo flat
acoaft. At the top of this hill is avery large
body of water, that has been colle&ing for ages,
and, after refreshing and fertilizing a fpacious ter-
ritory, flowsdown to water the grounds about Pon-
dicherry. LafHy, the colony is favourably fituated
for the reception of provifions and merchandife from
theCarnatic, the kingdoms of My fore and Tanjour.
SUCH were the important reefons which deter-
mined France to rebuild Pondicherry. As foon as
her agents appeared on the nth of April 1765,
the unfortunate Indians, who had been difperfed
by the cadamities of war, and by political intrigues,
flecked thither in great numbers. By the begin-
ning of the year 1770, there were 27,000 who
had rebuilt their ruined houfes. They ae all
brought up in the idea that no man can be happy
who does not die in the very place where he firft
faw the light. This prejudice, fo pleafing to them,
and which it may be fo ufeful to keep tip, will
undoubtedly make them all return, as foon as the
town
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town Is inclofed. The weavers, the dyers, the BOOK

painters, the merchants, thofe who have fome pro-
perty to preferve, only wait for this fecurity to foL-
low their inclination.

IN their prefent ftate, the French faCTares in
India are very expenfive, and the returns from
them inconfiderable. Unfortunately this difadvan-
tage is not compenfated by the iflands of France
and Bourbon, which have not attained to that de-
gree of profperity that might be expe&ed.

THE latter of thefe iflands was much extolled,;
but more fpeculation than induflry was beftowed
upon it, and the owners loft their time in conjec-
tures concerning the ufe it might be put to.

SOME were inclined to make a mart of it, where al |
India goods fhould center. They were to be brought
thither on India bottoms, and then (hipped on board
French veflels, which were never to go any further.
A double advantage was thought to arife from this
fcherag; firft, in the leffening of expenccs, as both
the pay and the maintenance of India failors is very
trifling; and, fecondly, in the prefervation of the
fhips crews, which are often deftroyed by too long
a voyage, and ftill more frequently by the climate,
efpecially at Bengal and at Arabia. This fyftem,
which ought, perhaps, to have been adopted, was
confidercd as impracticable, on account of the fup-
pofed neceflity of maintaining a formidable fleet
on the fess of Afia, to prevent or check the in-
fults that are often committed in thofe parts.

OTHERS were of opinion that the inhabitants of
the Ifle of France fhould be alowed to trade to

L 3 India,
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India, which they had never yet been fuffered to do-

L;:_v__, The fupporters of this fyftem maintained that the

propofed freedom would prove an abundant fource
of wealth to the colony, and confequently to the
mother-country. They might be in the right, but
the trials that have been made have not proved fuc-
cefsful; and, without examining whether this in-
hovation had been judicioufly conduced, it was re-
folved that the ifland (hould be entirely confined to
agriculture.

THIS new regulation gave rife to fre(h miftakes:
Men were fent from Europe to the colony, who
neither underftood hufbandry, nor were accuftomed
to labour. The lands were diflf ibuted at a venture,
and without diftingulfhing what v/as to be cleared
from what did not want it. Money Was advanced
to the planters, not in proportion to their induftry,
but to the intereft rhey could make with the go-
vernment. The company, who got cent, per cent-
upon the ctommodities the colony drew from Eu-
rope, and fifty per cent, upon thofc that were fent

~in from India, required that the produce of the

country fhould be delivered into their ware-houfes
at a very low price. The oppreffion of the mono-
poly was aggravated by the tyranny of endlefs
and needlefs fervices. To complete the misfortunes
of the colony, the company, who had kept all the
power in their own hands, broke the engagements
they had entered into with their fubjefts, or rather
with their flaves.

UNDER fuch a government, no improvements
could be expefted. Nothing was carried on with

: fteadincfe*
2
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~ fteadinefs. The culture of cotton, indigo, fugar,
arnotto, pepperi tea, cocoa, were all tried, but with
fo little attention, that no advantage was procured
From them. In purfuing chimerical projects, the
effential cultures were neglected;. Though in the
year 1765, there were in the colony 1469 whité
people, befides the troops; 1587 Indians or free
negroes; 11,881 (laves; their productiom did not
amount to more than 320,650 pounds weight of
wheat, 47,430 pounds of rice, 1,570,040 pounds
of maize, 142,700 poundsof kidney-beans, 135,500
pounds of oats. Thofe who had an opportunity of
feeing and obferving the agriculture of the Ifle of
France, found it little better than what they had
feen among the favages.

SOME ufeful alterations have beeii made in the
colony fince it has been in the hands of government.
The culture of coffee has fince been introduced
there, as it had long been a Bourbon. This has
been attended with fo much fuccefs, that there is
reafon to expeft, that fix or feven millions weight
may, in time, be gathered, if a prudent adminiftra-
tion will only fupply the means of improving this
culture; fince* without fuch affiftarice, no colony
can poffibly profper. Thefe hopes have been en-
couraged by the profpeft of another advantage.

It is well known that, for thefe two hundred
years, the Dutch have been enriching themfelves
by the fae of cloves and nutmegs. To fecureto
themfelves the cxclufivctrade of theft! articles, they
have enflaved or utterly deftroyed the nation that
Was in poifeffion of thofe fpices; and, Ieft the price
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B,-QISJK of them Fhouldfall even in their own hands, tibejr
Ny s have rooted up moft of the trees, and frequently
burn the fruit of thofe they had preferved. This
infamous avidity, which has fo often excited the
indignation of other nations, fo ftrongly exafperated
Mr. Poivre (who had travelled all over Afiaas a
naturalift and a philofopher), that he availed him-
felf of the authority he was intrufled with in thelfle
of France, and fent men into the lead frequented
parts of the Moluccas, to fearch for what avarice
had hitherto witholden from the reft of the world.
The labours of thofe intrepid and fagacious naviga-
torsin whom he confided were crowned with fuccefs.

ON the 24th of June 1770, they brought to the
Ifleof France 400 nutmeg-trees-, 10,000 nutmegs,
either growing or ready to grow; 70 clove-trees,
and a cheft of cloves, fome of which were grow*
ing, and aready fprung up.

THIS rich prize was diftributed amongft the
colonifts, to try all the different foils, and every
afpeft. Moft of the young plants died, and the
reft will not probably bear any fruit. But, what-
ever may happen, the Ifle of France muft aways
be allowed to be one of the moft valuable poffef-
fions for any nation defirous of trading to Afia.

IT is fituated in the African fess, juft at the
entrance of the Indian ocean. As it lies a little
out of the common track, its expeditions can be
carried on with greater fecrecy. Thofe who wifli
it was nearer our continent, do notconfider that, if
it were fo, it would be impoffible to reach the
coafts of Malabar and Coromandel in a month's

time,
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tPme, and the moft diflant gulphs in two months
at moft, which is an ineflimable advantage to a
nation that has no feaport in India. This ifland,
though in the fame latitude as the barren and
fcorching codfts of Africa, is temperafe atid
healthful. The foil is ftony, but tolerably fertile.
Experience has fhewh that it will produce moft df
the neceflaries, and even of the luxuries of life.
Whatever it may want may be fupplied from
Madagafcar, which abounds with provifions; and
from Bourbon, where the inhabitants have re-
tained their fimplicity of manners, and a tafte for
hufbandry. The iron that may be wanted, and
cannot be procured from thofe two iflands, might
be digged out of their own mines.

GREAT BRITAIN fees, with ajealous eye* her
rivals pofleffed of a fettlement which may prove
the ruin of her flourifhing trade with Afia. At
the breaking-out of a war, her utmoft efforts will
certainly be amed at a colony that threatens her
richeft tresfures. What a misfortune for France,
fhould fhe fuffer herfelf to be deprived of it!

Y ET thisis by no means improbable, if we con-
fider that hitherto there has been no fettled plan
for fortifying this ifland; that the means have
aways been wanting, or mifapplied ; that the
miniftry of Lewis XV . have conftantly waited for
the difpatches of the adminiftrators to come to a
determination, jnft as one would wait for the
return of a courier from the frontiers. Far from
fuppofing that the beiiegers would meet with an
insurmountable refinance, it is to be feared they

would
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would fuccced in their dciign by the forces tbejr
have inIndia, without any fuccours from Europe.

BUT it is now time to deliver our opinion with-
out referve. Whoever furveys the coafts of the
Ifle of France, muft be aftonifhed to fee them
every where acceffible to boats. Thotigh they are
furrounded with reefs, there are many bays where
troops may be landed under cover of the fhips guns.

IN thofe parts of the ifland where veflels are
obliged to keep further out, the iea is fo calm and
fmooth between the reef and the land, that boats
may come up in the night without the leaft danger-:

IF in fome places between the reef and the land
the water istoofhallow for the boats to come afhoref.
there the troops may land, becaufe the water will
not come up to their knees. The fea is fo calm
between the land and the reefs, that this landing
may be effefted with the greateft fafety. A retreat
is more eafily fecurcd in cafe of refiftance, and the
boats will be lets expofed while the landing is car-
tied on.

THIS isthe true idea We are to frame of the Iflé
bf France; for, if we fomctimes meet with a point
tohere a boat cannot land, we are fure of finding
an opening at twenty toifes to the right or Icfu
The enemy therefore will never attempt to force a
landing, unlcfs they are too rafh and ignorant of
the lunation. As it is impoffible to guard a coaft
that mcafures forty leagues, there will always be
fomc defcncclcfs place fit for landing.

DURING the latl war, batteries had been erected
till round the illand, which, pointing to the fea

could
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Cauld only fire upon (hips anchored at a diftance,
br under fail. Some able engineers have difco-
vered that thefe batteries, erefted at a great ex-
pellee, ferved no other purpofe but to divide the
forces; that they would be left without defence,
as they were ufelefs; and that they would not refift
the fire of the (hips, which the beft fortifications
cannot ftand againft. They are now abandoned,
and nothing has been fubftituted in their room.

T H E harbour on the north-weft fide is the capi-
tal part of tlie illand, and muft be the enemy's
principal objeft in their plan for an attack. The

nature of the ground will not admit of fortifying -

it in fuch a manner as to enable it to ftand a fiege.
This ihould be fecured from a furprife; and a cen-
tral fpot in the internal part of the country fliould
be fortified, from whence, by means of communi--
cations properly difpofed, the forces of the colony
might be fent with expeditioh to any part where
they might be wanted.
wITH fuch a poft of defence as a lad rcfource,
the enemy would be obliged to fight a number of
battles before the ifland could be fubdued. Nei-
ther could this be effected, if the roads cut through
the woods, and which lead from the internal parts
of the ifland to the fea-ihore, were Ib artfully con-
trived as to facilitate the march of the bclieged
towards the fhore, and at the fame time to obflruft
the progrefs of the enemy towards the inland parti,.
The nature of the country will admit of this: it is
Full of ravines which muft be eroded, and of moun-
tains which interrupt the march. It is aneafy mat-
ter to feize the mod advantageous fituation.
HOWEVER,;
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B\CI)\C/)K HOWEVER, there is fo neceffary and abfolute &

e, —., CONnexion between the Ifle of France and Pondi-
cherry, that thofe two poffeflions are entirely de-
pendent on each other; for, without the Ifle of
France* there would be no protection for the fet-
tlements In India; and, without Pondicherry, the
Ifle of France would be expofed to the invafion of
the Englifli from Alia as well as from Europe.

T H E Ifle of France and Pondicherry, when con-
fidered as having a neceffary and mutual connec-
tion, will be a fccnilty to one another. Pondi-
cherry will proteft the Me of France, as being the
rival of Madrafs, which the Englifli muft always
cover with their land and fea forces, and, on the
other hand, the Ifle of France will aways be ready
to fuccour Pondicherry, or to ail offenfively, ascir-
cumflances fhall require.

FROM thefe principles it appears how neceffary
it is to put Pondicherry immediately in aft ae of
defence. Ever iince the year 1764, private intereft,
that clafhes with that of the nation, has made it a
matter of doubt which was the beft plan of forti-
fication for this important place. Confidcrable fums
have dready been expended upon this point, and
without any effeft, becaufe they have been fuccef-
fively laid out upon contrary fyftems® It would
be ncedlefs to dwell upon the mifchiefs attending
thefe perpetual irrefolutions.

WHEN the Ifle of France and Pondicherry are
once pur in a proper poflure of defence, trade may
then be thought of, which cesfed to exifl from the
moment it became free. Indeed the voyages to

China
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Chinahave continued; thofe to the iflands of France
and Bourbon have even increafed: but, except one
or two expeditions, which were owing to particu-
lar circumftances, no prudent merchant has fent
his property to Malabar, Coromandel, or Bengal;
and the few, who have ventured to do it, have been
ruined. It could not be otherwife; and yet no in-
ference can be drawn from thence in favour of ex-
clufive privileges.

IT may be remembered, that the ruin of the com-
pany, which would have happened of itfelf, was
baftened by avarice and animofity. Political views,
which had had no fhare in this event, had not paved
the way for the gradual introduction of that public
and open trade which was to fupply the place of the
trade carried on by an exclufive charter. The fud-
den tranihion, therefore, from one to the other,
could not poffibly fucceed. Before the new fyftem
had been adopted, private merchants ought to have
been infenfibly, and by degrees, employed to conti-
nue the commerce in lieu of the company. They
fhould have been inftrufled how to acquire a
thorough knowledge of the feveral branches of a
trade to which they were utter Grangers. It would
have been necefiary to allow them time to form
connexions in the factoiies; and to favour and
affift them in their firft expeditions.

BUT all thefe precautions would ftill have been
inefficient toinfure the lucceis of the French traders
inIndia. It was impofiible they fhould be able to
ftrive againft the Engiiih,who,being matters of every
branch of trade, and in all places, had all the advan-

tages
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tages refulting from power, and from the loofe prin-
ciples which profperity infpires, to enable them to
defeat all attempts of this kind. In whatever man-
ner, therefore, or in whatever fhape, the trade of
France was carried on, it was a neceffary confequence
of the fituation of affairs that it muft fuffer greatly.
It would undoubtedly meet with lefs oppofition, if
the court of Verfailles were to put the fettlements
inIndiainacondition to grant that protection which),
every fovereign owes to his fubjefts throughout his
dominions. This oppofition would ftill be leftened
in a greater degree, if the Britifh miniftry would
watch over the execution of treatieswith that ftea-
dinefs which juftice requires. But this oppreffion,
equally difgraceful to the nation that fuffers from
it, and ro the nation which alows it, can never be
effectually removed, but by reftoring the baance
between them; and unfortunately thls cap only be
done by a war.

FAR beit from usto fuggeft any ideathat would
tend to rekindle theflamesof difcord. Rather let
the voice of reafon and philofophy be heard by
the rulers of the world. May all fovereigns, after
fo many ages of error, learn to prefer the virtuous
glory of making a few men happy, to the mad am-
bition of reigning over wafted regions, and people
jgroaning under the weight of oppreffion! ‘May all
men become brethren, accuftom themfelves to con-
fider the univerfe as one family under the eye of
one common father! But thefe wiihes, which arc
rhofe of every fenfible and humane man, will ap-
pear as idle dreams to ambitious minifters, who

hold
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hold the reins of empire. Their bufy and reftlefs
difpofition will ftill (hed torrents of blood.

SOME pitiful commercia intereft will again arm
the French and the Englifti. Though Great Bri-
tain, in moft of her wars, has amed chiefly at
deftroying the induflry of her neighbours;, and
though the fuperiority of her nava forces may
ftili keep up this hope, which has fo often been
difappoirned; we may fafely foretell that fhe would
pkufe to remove the fcene of aftion from the fees
of Afia, where fhe would have fo little to gain,
and fo muph to lofe. That power is not ignorant
of the fecret wilhes formed on all fidesfor the over-
throw of an edifice, which eclipfes all thereft. The
fubah of Bengal is fecretly exafperated that he has
not even the gppearance of authority left. The
fubah of the Decan is inconfolable to fee his com-
merce under the controul of a foreign power. The
nabob of Arcot endeavours to difpel the jcaloufies
of his tyrants. The Marattas are exafperated tq
find nothing but obftacles to their depredations.
All the powers in thofe parts, either are actually
enflaved, or think themfelves on the eve of being
fo. England, we may prefume, would not wifli to
fee the French at the head of fuch a confederacy.
On thp contrary, we may venture to foretell that
a flrifl: neutrality for India would be the wifcfl
plan they could purfue, and one they would moft
readily adopt.

B U T would this fyftem be as eligible for their
rivals? Certainly not. The French are aware,
that warlike preparations made at the Ifle of

o France
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France might be employed with advantage; that
the conquefts of the Englifh are too extenfive not
to be open to attacks; and that, fince their expe-
rienced officers are returned home, the Britifh pof-
feffions in Indoftan are only guarded by young
people, who are more intent upon making their
fortunes than upon military exercifes. It is, there-
fore, to be prefumed, that a warlike nation would
eagerly feize an opportunity of repairing their
former misfortunes. At thefight of their ftandards,
all thefe opprefled fovereigns would take the field;
and the rulers of India, furrounded with enemies,
and attacked at once on the north and on the
fouth, by fea and by land, would infallibly be
overpowered,

THEN the French, confidered as the deliverers
of Indoftan, would emerge from that ftate of hu-
miliation into which their own mifconduft hath
plunged them. They would become the idols of
the princes and people of Afia, provided the revo-
Intion they brought about proved to them a leffon
of moderation. Their trade would be extenfive
and flourifhing, fo long as they knew how to be
juft. But this profperity would end in fome fatal
cataftrophe, fhould an inordinate ambition prompt
them to plunder, ravage, and opprefs. To give
liability to their fituation, they muft even, by
noble and generous proceedings, oblige their rivals
to overlook their advantages No great degree of
magnanimity will be requiiite, patiently to view
the operations of the northern nations of Europe
in the fess of Alia,

BOOK
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Trade of Denmark* Oliend, Sweden, Prujfta,
Spain, and RulJia, to the Eajl Indies. Some
important inquiries concerning the connec-
tions of Europe with India.

T is the genera opinion, that, in the earlieft
times, a people called the Cimbri poffeffed, at
the extremity of Germania, the Cimbrian Cher-
fonefus, now known by the name of Holftein,
Slefwic, and Jutland; and that the Teutones lived
in the adjacent iflands. Whether thefe people had
or had not the fame origin, certain it is, that they
came out of their forefts, or out of their marfhcs,
together in a body, and as one nation, and pene-
trated among the Gauls, in quefl of booty, glory,
and a milder climate. They were even preparing
to crofs the Alps, when Rome thought it was proper
to item atorrent which carried all beforeit. Thofe
barbarians triumphed over all the generas that
proud republic fent to oppofc them, till the memora-
ble ara when they were totally defeated by Marius.
THEIR country, which became amofl a defen
after that terrible cataflrophe, was peopled again
by the Scythians, who, being driven by Pompeyr
out of that vaft fpace between the Euxine and the
Cafpian fea, marched towards the north and wefl:
of Europe, fubduing all the nations they found
in their way. They conquered Ruffia, Saxony,
"VOL.II. M Wcflphalia,
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BOVOK feeing maffacred, or giving up all their property
A O redeem their lives.

THIS propenfuy to plunder was a natural con-
fcquence of the favage life of the Danes and
Norwegians, and of the rough and military edu-
cation they received; but it was more particu-
larly the effeft of the religion of Wodin. That
victorious impoftor improved, if we may be
allowed to fay fo, the natural fiercenefsof thofe
nations by his fanguinary tenets. He ordered
that all the implements of war, fuch as fwords,
axes, and lances, fhould be deified. The moft
facred engagements were confirmed by thefe in-
ftrurnents which they fo highly valued. A lance
fet up in the middle of a plain, was the fignal for
prayer and facrifice. Wodin himfelf at his death
was ranked among the immortal gods, and wes
the firft deity of thofe horrid regions, where the
rocks and woods were ftained and confecrated
with human blood. His followers thought they
honoured him by calling him the god of armies,
the father of flaughter, the deftroyer of mankind,
the promoter of difcord. The warriors, when
they went to battle, made a vow to fend him a
certain number of fouls, which they devoted to
him. Thcfc fouls were the right of Wodin. It
was the general belief, that he appeared in every
battle, either to proteft thofe who fought valiantly,
or to mark out the happy victims he referved for
himfelf-, that thefe followed him to the regions
of blifs, which were open to none but warriors.
The people ran to death, and to martyrdom, to

obtain
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obtain this reward. This belief increafed their BOVOK

natural propenfity fo war, till it grew to enthu- we

fiafm, and to a religious third for blood. '
CHRISTIANITY overthrew all the ideas resul-

ting from fuch a fyftera. Its miflionaries endea

voured to bring their profelytes to a fedentary life.

that they might be fit to receive their inftruc-

tions. They gave them a difguft: for their roving

life, by fuggefting to them other means of fub-

fiftence. They were fo fortunate as to infpire

them with a love of agriculture, and more efpe-

cially of filhing. The great plenty of herrings,

which then came in flioals to their coafts, affordeg

them an esfy means of procuring food. Whep

they had fet apart a fufficient quantity of thefe

fifh for their own ufe, in order to preferve it,

they bartered the remainder for fait. This inter-

courfe was encouraged at its rife by one common

faith, new profpefts, mutual wants, and great

fafety. Such atotal revolution enfued, that, fince

the converfion of the Danes and Norwegians, not

afingle inftance is to be found in hiftory of their

expeditions and depredations.

T HE new fpirit, which feemed to animate Nor-
way and Denmark, could not fail of extending their
communication with the other nations of Europe.
Unfortunately it was intercepted by the afcendartf
which the Hanfe towns had acquired. Even when
that great and Angular confederacy fell into decay,
Hamburgh {till maintained the fuperiority it had
obtained over all the fubjects of the Danifh domi-
nionsi They were beginning to break the bands

M 3 that
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that had fubjefted them to this kind of monopoly,
when they were induced to undertake the naviga
tion to the Eaft Indies by an incident that de-
ferves to be noticed.

A putcH faftor, named Bofchower, being fent
by his nation to conclude a treaty of commerce
with the king of Ceylon, fo ingratiated himfelf
with that monarch, that he became chief of his
council, his admiral, and was created prince of
Mingone. Bofchower, intoxicated with thefe
honours, haftened to Europe, to make a parade
of them before his countrymen. He took great
offence at the coldnefs with which thofe republi-
cans received the titled flave of an Afiatic court;
and was fo highly provoked at it, that he went
over to Chriftiern 1V. king of Denmark, and
offered him his fervices, and the intereft he had
at Ceylon. His propofals were accepted. He
faled in 1618, with fix fliips, three of which
belonged to the government, and three to the
company that had aflbciated themfelves to carry
on atrade to India. His death, which happened
in their paffage, put an end to the hopes they
had conceived. The Danes met with a very bad
reception at Ceylon; and their chief, Ove Giedde
de Tommerup, faw no other refource than to
carry them to Tanjour, a part of the continent
nearefl to that ifland.

TANJOUR is a fmal ftate, which is but a hun-
dred miles in its greateft length, and eighty in
its greateft breadth. It is of all that codft the
province that bears the greateft quantity of rice.

This
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Thts natural wealth, added to a variety of ufeful BOOK .
manufactures, and a great plenty of roots for s———a
clying, makes the public revenue amount to near

five millions *. Its fertility is owing to its being

watered by the Caveri, a river which comes down

from the mountains of Gate. At upwards of

four hundred rr;ilesfrom the head, it divides into

two dreams. At the entrance of Tanjour, the

eaitern branch takes the name of Coleroon. The

other retains the name of Caveri, and fub-divides

again into four branches, which all flow within

the kingdom, and preferve it from that terrible
drought which burns up the reft of Coromandel

for the greateft part of the year.

THIS happy fituation made the Danes wiih to
form afcttlernent in Tanjour. Their propofals
met with'a favourable reception. They obtained
a fruitful and populous territory; on which they
built Tranquebar, and afterwards the fortrefs of
Dannebourg, fufficicnt for the defence both of
the road and the town. On their part, they en-
gaged to pay an annual homage of 16,500 livresf,
which is continued to this time.

CIRCUMSTANCES were favourable for eftablifh-
ing a large commerce. The Portuguefes who
groaned under the oppreffion of a foreign yoke,
made only feeble efforts to preferve their pof-
feflions; the Spaniards fent no fhips but to the
Molucca and Philippine iflands; and the Dutch
werefolely intent upon engrofling the fpice trade.

218,750 t About 722,
M 4 The
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The Englifh felt the effcfts of the difturbancei
their country laboured under, even in India. Alt
thefe powers could not fee this new rival without
regret, but none oppofed it:

IN confequence of this, the Danes, who fet out
tvith. a capital of iio more than 853,263 livres *,
tarried on a pretty confiderable trade irt all parts
of India. Unhappily the Dutch company acquired
ifuch a fupcriority, as to exclude them from the
markets where they had traded moll advantage-
oufly; and, by a ftill greater misfortune, the dif-
fentions, that rent the north of Europe, would
hot permit the mother-country to attend to fuch
remote concerns as thole of this fettlement. The
Danes at Tranquebar infenfibly fell into contempt,
both wrh the natives, who value men only in
proportion to their riches, and with the rival na
tions, whofe competition they could not fuftain.
They weredifcouraged by this inferiority; and the
company gave up their charter, and made over
their fettlements to the government, as an indem-
nification for the funis it had advanced.

A NEW company was formed in 1670 upon
the ruins of the old one. Chriftiern V. gave
them, in fhips and other effefts, to the value of
310,828 livres, 10 fousf; and the adventurers
advanced 732,600 livres f. This fecond under-
taking, which was entered upon without a fuf-
ficient fund, proved ftill more unfuccefsful than
the firft. After a few voyages, the factory of

* About 37,3501. t 13,5981. 14s 11d.va % 32,0511. 5s.
Tranquebar



.. IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES.
Trangtiebar was left to itfelf.  Their fittall terri-
tory, and two veffds that they freighted for the
merchants of that country, were the only means
they had to fupply the inhabitants and their garri-
fon. Thefe refources fometimes failed them; and,
to fave themfelves from the efects of famine, they
Were reduced to mortgage three of the four baftions
that constituted their fortrefs. They were fcarce
ableto fit out a fhip for Europe once in three years
with a very moderate cargo.

PITY feemed to be the only fentiment that fo
defperate a fituation could infpire. But the ever
watchful jealoufy and fufpicious avarice of other
nations, ftirred up an odious war againft the Danes.
The Raja of Tanjour, who had frequently inter-
cepted their communication with his territory, at-
tacked them in 1689, in the very town of Tran-
quebar, at the inftigation of the Dutch. That
prince had nearly taken the place after afix months
fiege, when it was fuccoured and faved by the
Engliih. This event neither was, nor could be,
attended with any important confequences. The
. Danifh company declined daily, and was at length
totally ruined in 1730.

Two years dfter this, a new company was formed,
which (till fubfifts. The favours that were heaped
upon it, to enable it to carry on a free and advan-
tageous trade, plainly fhew of what importance this
commerce appeared to the government. The char-
ter of the company is fettled for forty years. What-
ever belongs to the fitting out of their (hips is ex-
empted from all duties. Theworkmen they employ,

whether
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whether, natives or foreigners, arc not tied down
to the regulations of particular companies, which
are areftraint upon induftry in Denmark, as well
as in other countries in Europe. They ae not
obliged to ufe ftampt paper in their tranfactions.
They have an abfolute jurifdiftion over the per-
fons they employ -, and the fentences pafled by
the dire¢tors are not liable to be reveried, unlefs
the puniithment is capital. To remove even the
appearance of constraint, the fovereign hes re-
nounced the right he has of interfering in the ad-
miniftration of their affairs, as being chief pro-
prietor. He has no influence in the choice of
officers, whether civil or military, and has only
referred to himfelf apower of confirming the office
of governor of Tranquebar. He has even bound
himfelf to ratify all political conventions they may
think proper to make with the Afiatic powers.

IN return for fo many indulgences, government
has only required one per cent, upon all merchan-
dize of India and China which fhould be fent
abroad, and two and a half percent, upon all that
fhould be confumcd at home.

T H E grant containing the above conditions was
nq fooner confirmed, than adventurers were fought:
for; and, to engage them the more eafily, the
(lock was diftinguifhed into two different kinds.
The firft, called fixed, was that, in which all the
effects the old company had in Europe and Afia
were deftined to be inverted. The other ftock
was called variable, becaufe every year it was
regulated by the number, the lading, and the

cipencc
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cxpence of the {hips the company thought pro- BOOK:
per to fit out. Every proprietor may chufe whe- g_\.(,....;
ther he will be concerned in thefe expeditions,

the profits of which are fettled at the clofe of

every voyage. If any one fhould decline to run

the rifque, a circumftance which has never yet
happened, the chance would then be offered to

another. By this arrangement, the company be-

came permanent by the fixed, and annual by the

variable (lock.

IT feemed a difficult matter to ftate the fhare
of expence that each of thefe funds was to bear.
Every thing was fettled with more edfe than was
expefted. It was agreed that the variable fhould
only pay the neceflary expences for the purchafe,
the fitting out, and the cargoes of the fhips.
All other charges were to be defrayed from the
fixed flock, which, by way of compenfation, was
to take up ten per cent, upon all India goods
which fhould be fold in Europe, and five per
cent, upon all that fhould be fent out from Tran-
quebar. This continual addition to the fixed
flock hes fo increafed the capital, that, inflead
of four hundred (hares at 1125 livres*, which
was the original ftock of the company, it now con-
fifts of fixteen hundred (hares at 16871. 10s. t.
It was fettled at this number in 1755; and the
duties, which went to the incresfe of the fixed
flock, have ever fince been applied to the increa-
fing of the dividend, which till then had been
taken upon the profits of the variable flock.

*49]1. 4s. 4d. % 1731 16s. Id
EVERY
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EVERY proprietor, though but of afingle fhare,
has a vote at the general meetings. A proprietor
of three fharcs has two votes; a proprietor of five
has three votes-, and fo on in the fame proportion to
twenty (hares, which entitle the proprietor to twelve
votes; but no man can have any greater number.

WHEN the charter was renewed for twenty years
in 1722, fome new regulations were made. It hes
been ftipulated, that no member of the company
fhould at any time have more than three votes,
and that none Ihould be alowed to give his vote
in writing or by proxy.

DENMARK trades to the fame parts of Afia &
other European nations. The pepper brought
from Malabar does not, upon an average, exceed
fixty thoufand weight a year.

EVERY circumftance would lead us to imagine
that their trade rauft be confiderable on the coaft
of Coromandeh They are in poffeffion of an ex-
cellent territory; though it is but two leagues in
circumference, the population amounts to thirty
thoufand fouls. There are about ten thoufand in-
habitants in the town of Tranquebar; and twelve
thoufand more in a large village, where they work
at ordinary manufaftures. The reft are ufefully
employed in fome fmaller villages. Three hun-
dred Danes, fifty of whom compofe the garrifon,
are the only Europeans in the fettlement. The
expence of maintaining them amounts to no more
than 96000 livres * a year, which is nearly the
income drawn from them.

*4,2001. .
THE
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THE faftors of the company haye but little BOVOK
bufmefs to tranfaft. Two fhips only are difpaiched
once in three years;, which convey no more than
1800 bales of ordinary cotton, and whofe freight
does not exceed 1,500,000 livres*. The fafiors
themfelves do not know how to improve their
leifure to the advancement of their own private
fortune. They have no other expedient than to
lend the fmall capital they have at their difpofal
to Indian merchants at a high intereft: and in-
deed Tranquebar, though an ancient fettlement,
has not that appearance of induftry and opulence
which is_obfervable in more modern fettlements
which have been conduced with fpirit and ikilh
The French, driven out of their own fettlements,
Jiad contributed to give it fome degree of impor-
tance; but, upon their leaving it, ‘the fettlement
fell again into the fame languid ftate as before.
Yet the fituation of the Danes in Coromandel
is not fo bad as at Bengal.

SOON dafter their arrival in Afia, they difplayed
their flag on the Ganges. Their ill fuccefs foon
obliged them to quit it, and they never appeared
there again till 1755- Commercial jealoufy, which
is become the ruling paffion of our age, - hes frus-
trated their views upon Bankibafar, and they have
been reduced to fix in the neighbourhood of that
place. The French, who aone had fupported the
new factory, found a refuge there during the
calamities of the laft war, and every affiftance that
friendftiip and gratitude could offer. Few fhips

* 65,6251
come



174
BOOK

HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE
come thither directly from Europe. Since 1757

a v , there have been but two; both their cargoes toge-

ther had coft but 2,160,000 livres * at home: .

THE trade to China being lefs tedious and lefs
liable to obftacles, the Danifli company has pur-
fued it more warmly than either that to the Ganges
or to Coromandel, which require a previous flock.
They fend a large fhip every year, and frequently
two. The teas, which were their chief return,
were moftly confumed in England. The acquifi-
tion that kingdom has made of the Ifle of Man,
which was the ftaplc for that contraband trade, by
depriving the Danes of that market, muft neceffa-
rily leflen their dedings with China.

THE annual fdes of the company now amount
to 6,500,000 livres-t It is not probable that
they will incresfe much. We know their expedi-
tions are edfily made, and at a trifling expence.
Their failors, though not fo venturous as thofe of
fome other nations, have prudence and experience.
The iron they fend to India is found in the mines
of Norway. The government pays them a very
high price for the faltpetre it obliges them to bring
home. The national manufactures are neither fo
numerous nor fo much encouraged as to be any
hindrance to their faes. They can egfily difpofe of
their goods all over the North, and in fome part of
Germany. They have good laws, and their whole
conduct deferves the higheft encomiums. Perhaps,
there is not any company that can be compared to this
in the honefty and prudence of their tranfaftions.

* 94,5001, t 284,375,
NOTWITH-
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'NOTWITHSTANDING all thefe advantages, the BO‘QK
Danith company will aways be in a declining s« —
ftate. The confumption c:” their commodities
will never be very great, in a region which nature
hes doomed to poverty, and which induftry itfeif’
cannot enrich. The mother country is neither po-
pulous nor powerful enough to afford them the
means of extending their commerce. Their flock
is fmall, and will aways continue fo. Foreigners
will not truft their money in the hands of a body
which is under the controul of arbitrary power in
an abfolute monarchy. With a fyftem of laws
that would do honour to the beft-conftituted re-
public, they muft fuffer all the hardfhips of flavery.
A defpotic government, with the beft intentions,
can never have it in its power to do good. The
firft fteps taken by fuch a government are, to de-
prive the fubjects of that free exercife of their
will which is the true fource of their activity;
and, when this fpring of aflion is once broken, it
can never be reftored again. It is mutual confi-
dence that connects mankind, unites their interefts,
and promotes trade. Whereas arbitrary power
puts an end to all confidence, becaufe it excludes
every idea of fecurity.

THE projeft formed in 1728, of transferring
the company from Copenhagen to Alrena, could
not have remedied thtfe inconveniences. The
(hips, indeed, would have been more eaiily dif-
patched, and would not have been expofed to the
danger of lofing their voyage, which fometimes
happens from the ice they meet with in the Sound;

but
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B'O\CIDK but we cannot agree with the authors of the

'« s fcheme, that the vicinity would have induced
the Hamburghers to hazard their capitals upon a
trade for which they had aways expreffed an aver-
fion. So that we may venture to affirm, that
England and Holland were guilty of a nedlefs
act of tyranny, when they oppofed this domeftic
plan of a free and independent power. Their
anxiety with regard to Oftend was better
grounded.

Eftablifli-

mentof an  THAT knowledge of trade and government,

India com- gnd that found philofophy, which infenfibly fpread

e & over all Europe, met with invincible obftacles in
fome monarchies. Thefe improvements could not
reach the court of Vienna, which was wholly in-
tent upon proje&s of war, and aggrandizement
by conquefts. The Englilh and Dutch, whofe
attention was engaged in preventing France from
increafing her commerce, her fettlements, and her
navy, excited enemies againft her on the continent,
and lavifhed immenfe fums upon the houfe of
Auflria, which were employed againft France:
but, at the peace, the luxury of one crown reftored
more riches to the other than it had taken from it
by the war.

T H E power of the houfe of Auftria, which ought
to be formidable from the extent of its dominions,
is confined by reafon of their fituation; for moft
of its provinces are diflant from the fea  The foil
pf the country yields but a fmall quantity of wine,
and few of the productions that are fo much valued
by other nations, It affprds neither oil, filk, nor

2 fine
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fine-wool, which are in fo much repute, This ftate BOOK
had .no pretenfions to opulence, and knew not how -._.,,_.,;
to be frugal* With the ufual luxury and pomp of

great courts, it gave no encouragement to induftry

and manufactures, which might have fupplied the

means of indulging that expenfive tafte. The con-

tempt .in which it has aways held the fciences,
prevented its progrefs in every thing. Artiftswill

never be eminent in any country where they are

not affifted by men of learning. Sciences and arts

muft both languish, wherever a freedom of think-

ing is not allowed. The pride and intolerant fpirit

of the Houfe of Auftria kept her vaft domains in

aftatc of poverty, iuperftition, and a rude kind of

luxury.

EVEN the Low Countries, formerly to celebrated
for their activity and induftry, retained nothing of
their ancient fplendour. Not a iingle fhip was to
be feen in the harbour of Antwerpj it was no
longer the ftore-houfe of the North, as it had been
for two centuries pad. Bruffels and Louvain, far
from fupplying other nations with their cloathing,
bought their own of the Englifh. That valuable
article, the herring-fifliery, had paffed from Bruges
toHolland. Ghent, Courtray, and fome other towns,
found their linen and lace manufactures decreafe
déily. Thofe provinces, placed between the three
moft enlightened and mod trading nations in Eu-
rope, had not been able, with all their natural
advantages, to fupport fo powerful a competition.
After driving fome time againft oppreffion, againft
impediments multiplied by ignorance, and againft

voL. |1, N the
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BOOK the privilege which a rapacious neighbour ex-
‘—\— torted from the continual wants of government,

they were totally fallen to decay.

PRINCE Eugene, asgreat in a political & he was
in a military capacity, with amind fuperior to every
prejudice, had been long in fearch of the means of
enriching a power, whofe boundaries he had fo
greatly enlarged; when a propofal was made to him
of eftablifhing an India company at Oftend. The
firfl contrivers of this fcheme had very extenfiva
views. They pretended that, if this undertaking
could be accomplifhed, it would excite a fpirit of
indnftry in all the ftates under the dominion of the
houfe of Auflria; would fnpply that power with a
navy, one part of whichwould be in the Netherlands,
and the other at Fiume and Trieft; would refcue it
from the kind of dependence it was flill under for
the fubfidies from England and Holland; and render
it formidable to the coafls of Turkey, and even to
the city of Conflantinople.

T H E able minifter, to whom this wasaddreffed,was
very fenfibleof the value of fuch overtures; he would
not, however, be too prefcipitate.  To accuftom his

own court and all Europe to this new eftablifliment,

he ordered that two fhips fhould be fent out to India
in 1717, with only his own paflports. Their voyage
was fo fuccefsful, that more were fent out the fol-

~ lowing years. Every expedition proved fortunate;

and in 1722 the court of Viennathought it was ne-

_ceffary to fecure the property of the ad venturers, who

werefor themof| part Englifli and Dutch,by themolt

advantageous charter that ever haji been granted.
' THE
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T H E new company, which had a capital of twenty B OVO K
millions divided into ten thoufand (hares, appeared t.-.,—-l
with advantage in all the markets of India. They
made two fettlements, that of Coblom between M a-
drafs and Sadrafpatnam, on the coaft of Coroman-
del; and that of Bankibafar, on the Ganges. They
were even in fearch of a place where their (hips
might touch for refrefhments, and had turned their
views upon Madagafcar for that purpofe. The
company were fo fortunate as to be able to repofe
an entire confidence in their agents, who had (hewn
a degree of refolution fufficient to furmount every
obftacle that jealoufy had thrown in their way; and
a fhare of underflanding which had extricated them
from all the fnares that had been laid for them.

This confidence was ftill increafed by the richnefs
of their returns, and the value of their (hares, which
brought in fifteen per cent. It is not to be fup-
pofed they would have been difappointcd, had not
their projects been oppofed by political intcrefts.
To give a clear idea of the reafons of this policy,
we mud trace the fubjeft from the beginning.

] Caufes of

WHEN Ifabella had fent out (hips to facilitate ; ")
the difcovery of America, and which proceeded as firuétien
far as the Philippine iflands, Europe was funk ‘]’,L:;,“':t"“'
in fuch a ftate of ignorance, that it was thought Odend.
proper to prohibit all fubjects of Spain, who were
not natives of Caftilc, from navigating to the Eaft
and Weft Indies. That part of the Low Countries
which had not recovered its liberty, having been
ceded in 1598 to the infanta Ifabella, on her mar-
riage with the archduke Albert, the new fove-

N 2 reigns
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reigns were required to enter into a foleran engage:

.._v__, ment, ndt to have any concern in thistrade. When

thefe provinces were again united to the monarchy
in 1668, no alteration was made in this odious im-
putation. The Flemings, juftly offended at being
abridged of the right, which all people are by na-
ture entitled to, of trading wherever other nations
are not legally poffeffed of an exclufive privilege,
complained loudly of this impofition. They were
feconded by their governor the cardinal Infant,
who procured the permiffion to trade to the Eafl
Indies. The aft to ratify this grant was not yet
ifilied, when Portugal fhook off the yoke under
which it had fo long been oppreffed. The fear
of increafing the difcontent of the Portuguefe, whom
the Spaniards wiihed rather to footh, prevented the
introduction of a new rival to the Portugufe in Afia,

-andprotraftedtheconclufion of this important affair.

It was not yet fettled, when it was refolved at Mun-
fter, in 1648, that the fubjefts of the king of Spain
ihould never extend their trade in India beyond
what it was at that period. This aft ought not to
have been lefs binding to the emperor than it was
to the court of Madrid ; fince he poffeffes the Low
Countries on the fame terms, and with the fame
reflriftions, they Were fubjeft to when uiader the
dominion of Spain.

SUCH were the arguments made ufe of by the
Englilh and the Dutch, in order to effeft the fup-,
preffion of the new company, whofe fuccefs gave
them great umbrage. Thofe two allies, who by
their maritime forces could have entirely deflroyed

7 Oftend
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Qftend and its trade, were defirous of avoiding adis- QK
pute with apower which they themfelves had raifed, s s
and which they thought they flood in need of againft
the houfe of Bourbon. So that, though they were
determined not to fuffer the houfe of Auftria to go
to the fource of their riches, they contented them-
felveswith making remonftrances on the violation of
the moft folemn engagements. They were feconded
by France, which was equally interefted in this mat-
ter, and wes afo guarantee of the violated treaty.
T H E emperor paid no regard to thefe reprefenta-
tions. He was induced to perfift in his undertak-
ing by the obftinacy of his own difpofition, by the
ambitious profpects that had been fuggefted to him,
and by the great privileges and indulgences granted
by Spain to the merchants refiding in his dominions.
That crown then entertained the hopes of obtain-
ing the heirefs of the houfe of Auftria for Don
Carlos, and thought no conceffions too great for
fuch an aliance. The union of thofe two courts,
which had aways been confidered as irreconcilea-
ble, alarmed all Europe. Every nation thought
itfclf in danger. Numberlefs leagues were formed,
and many treaties concluded, to endeavour to dif-
folve that connexion, which was thought to be more
denngerous than it really was. All thefe attempts
were inefjfeftud, till the council of Madrid, having
no more treafures to lavifh upon Germany, were
convinced that'they were purfuing a vifionary inte-
reft. Auftria was not farmed at the defection of
her ally, and feemed determined to affert her claims,
and efpecialy her commercial interests, Whether the
N 3 maritime;
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maritime powerswere intimidated by this fteadinefs,
or whether, as was more probably the cafe, they
only confulted the dictates of found policy, they
determined to guarantee the pragmatic fanction in
1727. The court of Vienna acknowledged this im-
portant fervice, by facrificing the Oftend company.

THOUGH the public &fts take notice only of a
fufpenfion for feven years, the proprietors plainly
law that their ruin was determined, and that this
ftipulation was only inferted from refpeft to the
imperial dignity. They had too high an opinion
of the court of London and the Haes general, to
fuppofe they would have fecured the indivifibility
of the Auftrian dominions for a mere momentary
advantage. This perfuafion determined them to
think no mure of Oftend, and to difpofe of their
flock fome other way. They made fevera fuc-
ccflive attempts to form an eflablilhraent at Ham-
burgh, at Tried, and in Tufcany ¢, but all their
endeavours proved abortive, either from the bad-
nefs of the fituation, the efforts of powerful nations,
or the intrigues of politics. Thofe were the moft
fuccefsful who turned their views towards Sweden.

SWEDEN, whofeinhabitants, known by the name
of Goths, had contributed to the fubverfion of the
Roman empire, when they had fpread deftruction
with the violence and rapidity of a torrent, re-
treated into their defcrts, and were loft in their
former obfeurity. Their domeftic contefts, which
were always violent, though continual, prevented
them from thinking of foreign wars, or from uni-
ting their interests with thofe of other nations. They

hed
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had unfortunately the worft of all conftitutions, in BO\QK
which authority is fo divided, that neither of the « s
feveral powers knows exactly what (hare it is poffef-

fed of. The fevera diftinft clams of the king, of

the clergy, of the nobility, of the cities, and of the
peafants, occafioned fuch a fcene of confufion, that

it muft oftentimes neceflarily have proved the ruin

of the kingdom, if their neighbours had not la-

boured under the fame flate of barbarifm. Guftavus

Vafa put an end to that anarchy, by uniting the

greater part of thofe powers in his own perfon;

but he plunged the ftate into another calamity, as

fatal as the former.

THIS country, from the great extent of its coaft,
its excellent harbours, its plenty of timber, its iron
and copper mines, and from itsabounding with every
material requifite to form anavy, feamed as it were
defigned for navigation, which, however, it neglefled
when it grew weary of piracy. The people of Lu-
beck traded with the Swedes for the productions of
their country; and brought them fait, fluffs, and all
the foreign merchandize they wanted. No fliips were
feen in their roads; nor were there any magazines in
their towns, which did not belong to that republic.

T H E haughty foul of Guflavus could not brook
this dependence. He was determined to break the
bands that cramped the induftry of his fubjects;
but he was too precipitate in his mesfures. He fhut
his harbours againft the people of Lubeck, before
he had built any fliips, or had got any merchants.
From this period there was no further intercourfe
between his fubjefls and other nations ; and this

N 4 fudden
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fudden and total interruption of trade proved fatal

‘s 0 agriculture, that firft of arts in all countries, and

the only one then known in Sweden. The fields
lay fallow, when the hyfbandman no longer found
for the produce of his land that ufual and conftant
demand, which till then had been a fpur to his
induftry. Some Englifh and Dutch fhips, which
appeared there at diftant intervals, had not yet re-
vived the former fpirit of commerce, when Gufta-
vus Adolphus afcended the throne.

HE fignalized thefir ft years of his reign by fe-
veral ufeful alterations. Agriculture was encou-
raged; the mines were worked with greater ikill;
ihe companies were formed to trade to Perfia and
the Weft Indies; the foundations of a new colony
were laid on the coaft of North America: the
Swedifh veflds were feen in all the fess of Europe,
carrying copper, iron, wood, tallow, tar, hides,
butter, corn, fi(h, and furs, returning with wine,
brandy, fait, fpice, and all forts of fluffs.

THIS profperity was of fhort duration. The wars
of the great Guflavus in Germany foon checked
the riling induftry of the Swedes. His fucceffors
endeavoured to revive it; but it was again de-
flroyed by frefh wars, which laded till the death of
Charles X 11. During that long period, the kings
amed only to acquire arbitrary power; and the
genius of the nation was wholly turned to arms.

THE Swedes did not apply themfelvgs to ufeful
purfuits, till they had loft all their conquefts, and
till the elevation oi" Ruffia left them no hopes of
new ones. The ftates of the kingdom, having

abolifhed
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aboliihed defpotifm, corrected the abufes of fo BOVOK
faulty an adminiftration. The rapid tranfition from e
aflate of flavery to that of liberty, did not how-
ever occafion thofe violent difturbances which
commonly attend fuch revolutions. A |1 the changes
were made upon mature deliberation. The firft
attention was paid to the molt neceflary profef-
fions, which till then had been unnoticed, or de-
fpifed. The arts of convenience, or elegance, were
foon introduced. Severa ufeful treatifes, not un-
worthy of the moft enlightened nations, were pub-
lifhcd on the moft abftrufe fciences. The young
nobility travelled into every part of Europe where
they might gain any kind of knowledge. Thofe
citizens, who had been for a long time abfent from
their country while it remained in aftate of ruin
and devaftarion, returned and brought back with
them the various talents they had acquired. Or-
der, political oeconomy, and the feveral branches
of government, became fubjects of inquiry. What-
ever concerned the republic was maturely dif-
cuffed in the general affemblies, and freely ap-
proved or cenfured in the public writings. Im-
provements of every kind were adopted, fronf
whatever part of the globe they came. Foreigners,
who introduced any new difcoveries, or any branch
of ufeful knowledge, met with encouragement; and
it was at this favourable junfture that the agents of
the Oftend company mede their appearance.

A RICH merchant of Stockholm, named Henry
Koning, approved of their fchemes, and procured
the approbation of the diet in 173;. An India

company
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BOOK company was establiflied, with an exclufive privi-

lege of trading beyond the Cape of- Good Hope,
g/\r/]eedes The charter was only for fifteen years. It was
cultivate  thought that this would be the beft expedient,
thelndia  either to afford an early opportunity of rectifying
Bails on  any imperfeftions incident to new undertakings, or

which it : . .

b founded. tO relieve the anxiety of many citizens who were
diffatisfied with an undertaking which they thought
repugnant to the nature of the climate and the
conftitution. In order, as much as poffible, to
unite the advantages of a free trade with thofe of
a privileged affbeiation, it wes agreed that the
ftock fhould not be fixed, and that each proprie-
tor fhould be at liberty to withdraw his own at
the end of every voyage. As mod of the adven-
turers were foreigners, it was thought equitable to
fecure a profit to the nation, by obliging them to
pay the government 2250 livres * upon the cargo
of every fhip.

NOTWITHSTANDING this duty, which almoft
confined their trade to China, the proprietors
divided much greater profits than any other com-
pany ever did. This fuccefs determined the flates,
when they renewed the charter in 1746, to de-
mand 75000 livresf per {hip, in lieu of the old
duty, Thefe terms were punctualy complied
with-till 1755: then the directors, who were fen-
fible of the advantages bf their fituation, endea
voured to render it permanent, by fixing on a
firmer footing the tranfient aflbciation that had
intruiled them wiih the management of their

v 98] Ss ad, 134 3,2811. 5s.
affairs;
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affairs, and their fchenie was approved in a gene- BO‘QK

ral affembly of the nation. It was not to be ex-
‘pected that the proprietors would fo readily affent
to afyflem that abridged them of their liberty, and
was the more to be dreaded, as it had proved
fatal to other companies. They were, however*
allured by the profpeft of a more fixt dividend,
inftead of one which had for fome years varied to
an incredible degree ; a circumftance which was
either contrived to make the project fucceed, or
was a natural confequence of the fluctuation of
trade. They were finally determined by the in-
dulgence the government (hewed them, in taking
no more than a duty of twenty per cent, upon tea
and all other Indiagoods which fhould be confumed
within the kingdom, inftead of 75,000 * livres
which had been paid for fix years upon every
lhip.  This new regulation lafted till 1766, which
wes the time of the expiration of the charter
granted twenty years before.

THEY had not deferred to that time the taking
of proper meafures for the renewa of the com-
pany. As early as the 7th of July 1762, a new
charter was granted for twenty years longer. The
conditions were more advantageous to the ftate,
than were expected by thofe who had not attended
to the profits of that trade. The company lent the
government 1,500,000 livres T without intereft,
and 3,000,0001 at fix per cent. The proprietors,
who advanced this money, were to be repaid gra-

*3,i8il. 5s. |- 656251 ¥ 131,250!

dually

[
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dually out of the drawback of 112,500 livres *,

@y \hich they engaged to pay for every ftiip they

(hould fend out. A duty of one fourth of the
produce was laid on all fuch of their commodities
ag ihould be exported out of the kingdom; and
ijich as were confumed a home were to pay the
gld duties, or fuch new ones as government Ihould
think proper to lay on them. This is the regula-
tion that fubfnts ever fince 1766.

THE company have fixed the center of their
bufinefs at'Gottenburgh, which is by far the moft
convenient port for that purpofe. At firft their
flock varied from one voyage to another. It is
generally believed, that in 1753 it wes fixed at
nine millions , though but fix J were laid down,
Thofe, who are bed informed, are of opinion that
the toft regulation hes really brought in ten mil-
lions|j », but we know nothing on this important
point, except from conjecture, for it never was
laid before the public. As the Swedes had but
little fftare in this flock, it was judged ncceflary
to concedl this circumftance; and it wes therefore
enacted, that any director, who ihould divulge the
names of the proprietors, or the funis they had
fubferibed, fliould be fufpended, or even depofed,
and (hould forfeit for ever all the flock of which
he was poffefled. This rnyfterious conduft is ftill
observed.  Indeed the accounts of the company
are regularly laid before twelve of the chief pro-

prietors, who are chofen once in four years at a.
* 4,92/1. 17s. 6d. T 393,750l. 1 262,50001. || 437,500l.

general,
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general meeting; but mercantile people will never BOOK
confider this as a fufficient fecurity; and will Aways wi ,ad
think it ftrange, that a freeflate fhould have opened

fuch adoor for corruption, Secrecy,in politics, islike

lying; it may preferve adate for awhile, but finally

ruinsit. Both areonly ferviceable to bad meil;

THOUGH the company met with fome misfor-
tunes, the dividend kept up to thirty-two per
cent- upon an average. This whole profit was
made upon fdes that did not exceed fix millions
of livres * yearly. Eleven-twelfths of thofe goods
have been exported; and what little the Swedes
have confumed, they have paid for with their owri
commodities. The fmall value of the (lock, and
the few refources they had, would not admit of
greater confumption, a will appear if we confider
the following particulars.

THE extent of Sweden is 6900 leagues fquare, prtintc
allowing, as is ufual in that country, but ten and e o
a hat to a degree. A great part of it is covered
with immenfe lakes. The foil, which is mod com-
monly greafy clay, is harder to till than fandy
ground, but it bears more. The prodigious fnows
that cover it, preferve and cherifh the plants. Un-
fortunately the winters are fo long, and the days
fo ihort, that there is bat little time for the
labours of the field. Befides, as the men are taller
and ftouter than in other countries, they require
more fubftantial food, and in larger quantities. -

FROM thefereafons we fhould be apt to fufpeft*
that the population never was very great in Sweden,

* 262,5001;

though
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though it has been called the manufactory of human
kind. Probably the numerous bands that came
from thence, and which, under the fo-much-dreaded
name of Goths and Vandals, ravaged and fubdued
fo many regions of Europe, were only fwarms of
Scythians and Sarmatians, who came thither in a
conftant fucceffion by the north of Alia. Yet it
would be a miftake to fuppofe that this vaft
country was aways as thinly peopled as it is now.

.Some hiftorical proofs, which were laid before the

Hates at their laft meeting, convinced them that,
three hundred years ago, their country had more
inhabitants than it has at prefent, though at that
time they profeffed the catholic religion, which
enjoins the monadic life and the celibacy of
the clergy. It appears, from a very accurate ac-
count taken in 1760, by order of the govern-
ment, that Sweden, exclufive of her German do-
minions which are inconfiderable, has actualy but
2,383,113 fubjects; and that, in this population,
there are 1,127,938 men, and 1,256,175 women.
By taking the mean term, this makes 345 inhabi-
tants to aleague fquare. The two extremes are
Gothia which has 1248, and Lapland which has
but two inhabitants to a league.

T H E numbers would be greater in all the pro-
vinces, if they were not continually deferted by
the natives, who frequently never return. There
are men in all nations, who, either out of curio-
fity, or from a natural reftlefsnefs, and without
any determinate object, are fond of going from
one country to another; but this is only the

malady
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malady of a few individuals, and canhot be BQOK
confidered as the general caufe Of a CONfLANT  Sommagpsmmd
emigration. There is a natural propenfity in all
men to love their own country, which is rather
to be accounted for from moral, than from natu-
ral principles. An inherent fondnefs for fo-
ciety, the ties of blood and of friendship, an ac-
guaintance with the climate and language, that
partiality we are fo apt to contract for the place,
the manners, and the way of life we ae ac-
cuftomed to; all thefe are, to a rational being,
fo many attachments to the land in which he
was born and educated,, They mufl be power-
ful motives that can determine him to break
all thefe ties at once, and to prefer another
country, where all will appear extraordinary
and new to him. In Sweden, where the whole
power refides in the dates compofed of the feveral
orders of the kingdom, even that of peafants,
every one fliould be more attached to his country;
yet emigrations are very frequent, and there mud
be fome caufe for them.

THE cdafs of citizens moft attached to the
country, is that of the huPjandmecn. Agricul-
ture was tolerably flourilhing, till Guftavus Vafa
prohibited the exportation of corn. Ever fince
that fatal edict, it has always degenerated; and the
endeavours, ufed of late years to reftore it, have
not altogether had the defired effett. Govern-
ment buys every year part of the corn that is
wanted for home confumption; and this fcarcity
mav laftlong, asit is very difficult to breed large

guantities



192 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTSAND TRADE

BO\PK guantities of cattle. They muft be foddered for
u_.,,.'_..- nine months in the year; and men are wanting, to
cut up and to houfe that quantity of fodder

- which the long winters require.

T HE mines are not liable to the like inconve-
niences. They were long the chief flipport of
the kingdom; but are fince grown dependent on
‘the Englifh and Dutch, who have lent large fnms
to carry on the works. A better management has

- gradually freed them from this bondage. The
filver mines annually bring in 4500 marks to the
flare; the copper-mines yield 8000 ingots, of
which 5500 are exported; the iron mines yield
400,000 ingots, of which they export about
300,000. Thefe laft were eafily increafed, efpe-
cially in the northern provinces, which abound
with wood and water for the works, and where
the lonp and fevcre winters are favourable to the
tranfport. The ftates, held in 1765, forbad the
opening of any more, though no reafon of poli-
tical oeconomy can be affigned for fuch a pro-
hibition. It is probable, that it took its rife
from the private and perfonal intcreft of fome
leading men in the diet. The manufactures have
not been more encouraged than the milieu.

TiLL the happy revolution which reftored the
liberty of Sweden, the nation in general were
cloathed in foreign fluffs. At that memorable
period, they were fenfible how impoflible it was
to prevent this evil with their own wool, which
was extremely coarfe; ewes and rams were there-
fore fent from Spain and England, and by the

precautions
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precautions that have been taken, they have not ?BOVOK
much degenerated. As the flocks multiplied, the e
manufactures incresfed to that degree, that in
1763 they employed 45,000 hands. This progrefs
has difpleafed fome patriots, who thought it pre-
judicial to agriculture. In vain were they told,
that the manufactures promoted the confumption
of the productions of the land ; that they mul-
tiplied cattle, and that the cattle fertilized the
ground; that there were in the kingdom but
eight or ten towns, at mod, that deferved to be
called fo, and that their population, relative to
that of the country, was but as one to twelve,
which wes not the cafe in any other country.
Thefe reprefentations had no effect. The diet of
1765, from party fpirit or ignorance, adopted
the views of thofe who Were inclined to encou-
rage only the works of husbandry. To accom-
pliili this, they have {hackled induftry with
all the fetters they could devife. The confe-
quence has been, that the artificers fought for
employment in other places, efpecially in Ruf-
fia, and that Sweden has a prefent no manu-
factures.

THEIR fiftieries have not met with the fame
fate. The only one that deferves to be confi-
dered in a political view is the herring-fifliery.
It only began in 1740. Before that time, the
herrings did not frequent the coafts of Sweden.
They then came inftioalsto the coaft of Gotten-
burgh, and have never forfaken it fince. Two
hundred thoufand barrels are annually exported,

VOL. II. O which,
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which, at the rate of 20 livres * per barrel,

‘em s amount to 4,000,000 of livresf. About 8000

barrels are fent over to the Englifli iflands in
America. It is very furprifmg that the French,
who have more flaves, and fewer means of pro-
viding for them, fhould never have encouraged
the importation of fo defirable an article.

THE Swedifh nation was not yet poffefled of
the herring-fifhery, when they prohibited the
importation of all foreign commodities, and the
conveying their own from one harbour of the
kingdom to another in foreign bottoms. That
famous edift reftored navigation, which had long
fmee been deftroyed by the calamities of war.
Their flag, which was unknown every where,
was now to be feen on all fees Their feamen
foon acquired fkill and experience. Some able
politicians were even of opinion that their pro-
grefs was growing too confiderable for a depo-
pulated country. They thought it would be
more advifeable to keep to the exportation of
their own produce, and the importation of fuch
foreign commodities as they wanted, and have
nothing to do with mere freight. This fyftem
was warmly oppofed. Some eminent ftateimen
were of opinion that, far from cramping this
branch of induftry, it ought to be encouraged,
by abolifhing every regulation that might tend
to obftruft it. The exclufive right of palling
the Sound was formerly appropriated to a few
towns, diftinguifhed by the name of Saple. All

* 17s. 6d. T 175,0001.
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the. parts fituated to the north of Stockholm or Abo,
Were obliged to fend their commodities to one of

thefe ftaples, and there to take in thofe of the Bal-

tic, which they could have procured cheaper a firfl
hand. Thofe odious diftinftions, contrived in barba-
rous times, and tending to favour the monopoly of
merchants, “(till fubfift to this day. The wifeft fpe-
culators in political matters wiihed to fee them abo-
liflied;, that a more general competition might pro-
duce greater induftry. But, whatever may be the
wifhes of the nation with regard to trade, no per-
fon is defirous of having the army augmented.
BEFORE the reign of Guftavus Vafa, every
Swede was g. foldier. Upon an emergency of
the ftate, the hufbandman left his plough, and
took up his bow. The whole nation was inured
to war by their incefTant civil commotions. Go-
vernment had but five hundred men in pay, who
were adways to hold themfelves in readinefs to
march. In 1542, this fmall corps was increafed
to fix thoufand. The peafants, upon whom thefe
troops were quartered, found the burden intolera-
ble, and it was neceffary to free them of it. For
this purpofe, the uncultivated lands were incor-
porated with thofe of the crown ; and, when they
were cleared, they were allotted to the defenders
of their country. This excellent tnftitution has
been continued ever fince. Military men are not
{hut up in garrifons, to lead a life of idicnefs,
assthey are in other countries. From the gene-
ya to the common foldier, every one has a houfe
jfvhich he lives in, and a fpot of ground of his
B ' Q2 - own
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BOQK lions* of fpecié in circulation all over the king-

$——o dom. Papef currency is employed on all occa
Cons.  As thofe who are entrufted with the ma-
nagemént of the paper credit are fworn to keep
every thing relative to it a profound fecret, the
quantity cannot be exaftly afcertained; but, from
the informations of the moft accurate obfervers,
we may venture to affirm, that the fum total of
bank notes amounts to no lefs than feventy-feven
millionst

POVERTY was riot, however, the greateft evil
under which Sweden laboured; |he was threat-
ened with caamities of a more dangerous na
ture. Private intereft, which had taken place of
public fpirit, filled the couit, the fenate, and
all orders of the republic, with diftruft. All
bodies of men were bent upon ‘each other's de-
finition with unparalleled inveteracy. When the
means were wanting at home, they were fought
for from abroad; and a man was not athamcd to
confpire in fome meafure With foreigners againft
his own country. . :

T H E unhappy fituatioh of a flate, apparently
free, kept up that flavifh difpofition, which de-
grades moft of the European nations; they glo-
ried in their chains, when they beheld the Of-
ferings of a people, who had (haken off their's.
No one Would be convinced that the Swedes
had gone from one extreme to another; that,
to avoid the mifchief of arbitrary power, they
had fallen into the confufions of anarchy. Thfe

* 87i500L 1 3,368,750l N
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laws had not provided means to reconcile the pri- BOOK
vate rights of individuals with thofe of fociety, .._V,__,
and the prerogatives it ought to enjoy for the
common fafety of its members.

IN that fatal crifis, it wasfexpedientfor the
Swedes to entruft the phantom of a king, of
their own creation, with a power iufficient to
inquire into the abufes of the date, and find
out proper remedies for it. This is the greateft
aft of foveretgnty a people can exercife; and it
is not Ibfirig their liberty, to commit it to the
cuftody of a guardian in whom they can con-
fide, while they watch over the ufe he makes of
the power delegated to him;
SUCH a refolution would have raifed the Swedes
to the greateft glory and happinefs, and have ex-
cited a general opinion of their underftanding
and wifdom ; whereas, by declining fo neceffary a
meafure, they have compelled the fovereign to
feize upon the fupreme authority. He now
reigns upon his own terms; and his fubjects
have no other right left, but fuch as his modera-
tion would not fuller him to deprive them of.
THIS event is too recent to allow us to enter-
tain our readers with an account of it; pofterity
mud be left to judge of it. Let us now inquire!
into the connexions, formed in India by the King
of Pruffia
THIS prince, in his younger years, wifely pre- The king
ferred the advantage of treafuring Up knowledge, & ria
to the ufual pleasures of his age, and the luxu- anrlntpmia
rious idlenefs of courts. An intercourfe with aEmbdem
04 the
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the greateft men of his time, joined to the fpirit of
observation, infenfibly ripened his genius, which
was naturally active and eager for improvement.
Neither flattery nor opposition eould ever divert
him from the deep reflexions he was engaged
in. He formed the plan of his future conduft
and reign in the early part of his life. It was
foretold, on his acceffion to the crown, that his
minifters would be no more than his fecretaries;
the managers of his finances no more than his
clerks; and his generals no more than his aide
de camp. Some fortunate circumftances afforded
him an opportunity of difplaying to the whole
world the talents he had acquired in retirement.
With a quicknefs peculiar to himfelf, Frederic,
inftantly difcovering the plan it was his intereft
to purfue, attacked a power by which his an-
ceftors had been held in flavery. He obtained the
victory in five engagements againft that power,
deprived it of its beft provinces, and concluded
a peace with the fame wifdom that he had begun
the war. .

THOUGH his wars were at an end, yet he did
not remain inadtive. He afpired to gain the
admiration of thofe very people whom he had
ftruck with terror. He collected all the arts
about him, to give an additional luftre to his
name. He reformed the abufes in the courts
of judicature, and dictated himfelf the wifeft laws.
A plain and invariable order was eftablifthed in
every part of government. As he was convinced
that the authority of a fovereign is a common

benefit
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benefit to all his fubjecs, a protection which all BOOK
fhould equally partake of, he gave to every man , V. )
the liberty of approaching his perfon, and of wri-

ting to him. Every inftant of his life was devoted

to the welfare of his people; his very amufe-

mems were made ufeful to them. His writings

on hiftory, morality, and politics, abounded with
practical truths. Even his poetry was full of
profound and inftructive idess. He was confi-
dering of the means of enriching his dominions,

when fome fortunate event put him in poffeffion

of Eaft Friefland in the year 1744.

EMBDEN, the capital of this little province,
was reckoned, two centuries ago, one of the beft
ports in Europe. The Englifh, compelled to
abandon Antwerp, had made it the center of their
connections with the continent. The Dutch had
long attempted, though in vain, to appropriate
it to themfelves, till it fo ftrongly excited their
jealoufy, that they even endeavoured to fill up
the port. It was in every refpect fit to become the
ftaple of a great trade. The diftance of this
little country from the bulk of the Pruffian forces
might be attended with fome inconveniences, but
Frederic expected that the terror of his name
would keep the maritime powers in awe. In this
perfuafion, he eftablifhed an Eaft India company
at Embden in 1750.

THE capital of this new fociety was 3,900,000
livres*, chiefly fubfcribed by the Englifh and
Dutch, notwithftanding the fevere prohibitions

* 170,625!.
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of their governments. They were allured by the

Nt UNlimited freedom they were to enjoy, on pay-

ing three per cent to the fovereign, upon every
fale they fhould make. The event did not anfwer
their expectation; fix fhips, fent fucceffively to
China,  brought to the owners no more than their
bare capital, and a profit of ten per cent, in feven
years. Another company, formed foon after in
the fame place for Bengal, was ftill more unfuc-
cefsful.  They never attempted more than two
expeditions; and the only return they had was a
law-fuit, which probably will never be determined.
At the breaking-out of the laft war, both thefe
companies were abolifhed.

THIS has been the only check the king of
Pruffia's grcatnefs has ever received. We know
how difficult it is to_judge of the merit of cotem-
poraries; becaufe they are not at a fufficient dis-
tance. Princes are of all men thofe we can leaft
hope to be acquainted with. Fame feldom fpeaks
of them without prejudice. We commonly judge
of them upon the reports of fervile flattery, or
unjuit envy. The clamours of the various interefls
and opinions, that arc in perpetual agitation around
them confound or fufpend the judgement of the
wifett men.

Y ET,if wemight beallowed to pronounce from

a multitude of facts connected together, we fhould
fay of Frederic, that he was able to extricate
himfelf from the fchemes of all Europe com-
bined againft him; that to the greatnefs and
boldnefs of his enterprizes, he joined the moft
2 impenetrable
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impenetrable fecrecy in the execution of them;
that he introduced a total change in the art of
war, Which before his time was thought to have
attained its higheft degree of perfection; that he

fhewed a fortitude fcarcdy to be paraleled in-

hiftory; that he turned his very miftakes to bet-
ter advantage than others do their fuccefs;, that
all mankind were either loft in filent admiration
of his actions, or could not fufficiently extol
them; and that he refleéted as much luftre upon
his nation, as other nations reflect upon their
fovereign.

THIS prince aways appears formidable. The
opinion he has given of his abilities; the inde-
lible remembrance of his actions; an annua re-
venue of feventy millions* ; a treafure of more
than two hundred f; an army of a hundred and
fourfcore thoufand men: all this muft fecure his
tranquillity. Unfortunately it is not fo beneficial
to his fubjects as it was formerly. He (till leaves
the management of the coin to the Jews, a cir-
cumftance which has occafioned the greateft con-
fufion. He hes done nothing for the relief of
the richeft merchants in his dominions, who have
been ruined by his fchemes. He has taken the
moft confiderable manufactures into his own hands.
His dominions are full of monopolies, which are
the bane of al induftry. His people, who ido-
lized him, have been given up to a fet of foreign
plunderers.  This conduct has occafioned fuch
diftruft both a home and abroad, that we may

* 3,062,5001. t 87500001
venture
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BOOK venture to affirm, that all endeavours to reftore the

-

ey Embden company will prove inehffectud.

O FREDERIC! thou didft recelve from Nature
abold and lively imagination, an unbounded de-
fire of knowledge, a propenfity to an active life,
and a ftrength of conftitution to fupport the
fatigues of it. ~ Thine earlier years were devoted
to the ftudy of government, policy, and . legifla-
tion. At the view of thy firft exploits, man-
kind, groaning under generd oppreffion and fla-
very, feemed to find fome comfor in their mif-
fortunes, from the expectation tha thou would ft
be their avenger. They foretold thy fucceffes
and implored a previous bleffing upon them;
and Europe diftinguifhed thee by the title of
king and philofopher.

WHEN thou didft firft appear in the field, all
nations were aftonifhed at the rapidity of thy
marches, a the fkill difplayed in thy encamp-
ments, and at the excellent difpofition thou didft
make of thine army in battle. The ftrrift dif-
cipline in which thy troops were trained, ex-
cited univerfal admiration, and infured them
victory: all extolled that mechanica fubordina-
tion which of fevera armies makes but one body,
whofe motions, being all governed by one fingle
impulfe,” exert their power at once towards the
fame object.  Philofophers themfelves, prejudiced
by the hopes thou hadft railed in them, and
proud to fee a friend of the arts and of man-
kind invefled with regal dignity, rejoiced per-
haps at thy victories, though obtained at the ex-

' pence
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pence of fo much blood ; and they confidered
thee as a model for military kings.

BUT there is ftill a more glorious title; that
of a patriot king. This is a title never given
to thofe princes, who, making no diftinction be-
tween truth and error, juftice and partiality, good
and evil, confider the principlesof morality merely
as metaphyfical fpeculatiom, and imagine that
human reafon is fwayed entirely by intereft. If
the love of glory were extincft in thy breaft; if
the powers of thy foul, exhaufted by thy great
exploits, had loft their force and energy; if
the childifh pailions of old age had reduced thee
to a level with the generality of kings; what
would then become of thy glory ? what would
become of thofe praifes which fame, and the
immortal teftimony of literature and the arts, have
beftowed upon thee? But let us hope that thy
reign and thy life will not appear problematical
in hiftory. Let thine heart again be opened to
thofe noble and virtuous fentiments that were
the delight of thy younger days. Let the latter
yeas of thy life be employed in promoting
the felicity of thy people. Lor fucceeding ge-
nerations experience the dfe s of that happi-
nefs thou fhalt bellow upon the prefent. The
power of Pruff the work of thy genues; it
has been formed, und it mufti be fupnorted by
thee. It muft be adapted to the (late Whafe
glory thou hat railed

L FT thofe numberlefs treafures that are buried
in thy coffers circulate again, and give new
7 life
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life to the ftate: let thy private poffeffions, which

Moyt a fudden change of fortune may deprive thee

of, be hereafter only fupported upon the befis
of the national riches, which never can fail:

let thy fubjefts, hending under the intolerable
yoke of a fevere and arbitrary government,
find in thee the afections of a parent, inftead
of the vexations of an oppreffbor : let exorbi- .
tant taxes upon individuals and upon articles
of confumption no longer obftruct the advance-
ment of agriculture and induftry: let the inha-
bitants of the country recovered from a ftate of
flavery, and thofe of the towns becoming per-
fectly free, pafs their lives agreeably to their
inclinations and refpective powers.  Thus fhalt
thou give liability to the empire which thy bril-
liant talents have extended, and rendered illuftri-
ousj thus fhall thy name be inferted in the re-
fpectable but fmall lift of patriot kings.

LET thy virtues carry thee ftill further, and
induce thee to procure the bleffing of tranquil-
lity to the earth. Let the influence of thy me-
diation, and the power of thine ams, compel
all turbulent and reftlefs nations to accept of
peace. The univerfe is the country of a great
man; it is the ftage fuited to the difplay of thy
abilities: mayft thou become the benefactor of
all mankind |—

No greatnefs, no felicity, can exifl; in a mo-
narchy without the influence of the fovereign;
but it does not folely depend upon the monarch
to do every thing that is calculated to pro-

' cure
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cure the happinefs of his people. He often
meats with powerful obftacles in the prejudices,
the character, and the difpofitions of his fub-
jects. Thefe indeed may undoubtedly be cor-
rected ; but, till this change has been produced

in Spain, we fnall confider them as the principal

caufe of the little degree of fuccefs that hes a-
tended the projects fo often formed, of rendering
the trade to the Philippine iflands profperous.

T H E Philippines, formerly known by the name
of the Manillas, form an inmenfe Archipelago
to the edft of Afia The mountains in thefe
iflands are peopled with favages, who feem to
be the oldeft inhabitants of the country. There
appears to be fome analogy between their lan-
guage and that of Malabar, whence it has been'
fufpected that they might poffibly have come
from that pleafant region of India. Their life
is entirely the fame as that of beads; they have
no fettled habitation, and feed upon the fruits
and roots they find in the woods;, and, when
they have exhaufted one fpot, they go and feed
upon another. Al endeavours to reduce them
to fubjeftion have proved ineffeftual, becaufe no-
thing is more difficult than to fubdue a wandering
nation.

T HE plains from which they have been driven,
have been fucceffively inhabited by colonies from
Siam, Sumatra, Borneo, Macaflar, Malacca, the
Moluccas, and Arabia. The manners, religion,
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and government; of thefe ftrangers, evidently -

diftinguilh their fevera origins.
, ' MAGELLAN
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MAGELLAN was the firft Europein who dif-
covered thefe iflands. Upon fome difcontent,
he left Portugal his native country, arid entered
into the fervice of the emperor Charles V. and
tpaffing the ftreights that now bear his name he
arrived at the Manillas in 1521. lie unfortu-
nately died there; but probably this would not
have prevented the good confequences of his
voyage, had they not been interrupted by the
following occurrences. .

IN the fifteenth century, whift: the Portu-
guefe were beginning to make voyages to the
Eaft Indies, and endeavouring to monopolize-the
trade of fpices, and of manufacturcs which had
been in conftant requeft among civilized nationst,
the Spaniards, by the difcovery of America, were
feeuring greater treafures than imagination could
form any conception of. Though both nations
were purfuing their refpective views of aggran-
dizement in far diftant regions, they might
probably interfere with each other; and their
mutual antipathy would have made fuch an event
dangerous. To prevent this, Pope Alexander
V1. fixed their refpective clamsin 1493, in con-
fcquence of that univerfal and ridiculous power
which the pontiffs had affumed for feveral cen-
turies, and which . the idolatrous ignorance of
two nations equally fuperftitious ftill kept up,
that they might plead the excufe of religion
for their avaricee He gave to Spain all the
countries that fhould be difcovered to the weft
of a meridian taken a hundred leagues from the

Azores,,
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Azores, and to Portugal whatever land they
might conquer to the edft of that meridian. In
procefs of time, the two powers agreed to remove
the line of feparation two hundred and fifty
leagues further to the weft, as a means of fecuring
their tranquillity. The court of Rome was not
fufficiently acquainted with the theory of the earth,
to know, that, as the Spaniards advanced to the
weft, and the Portuguefe to the eaft, they mult
meet at laft. Magellan's expedition evinced this
truth.

THE Portuguefe, who, though feamen them-
felves, had no idea that it was poffible to fail
to India any other way than by the Cape of
Good Hope, were greatly furprized to fee the
Spaniards come thither by the South Sea, They
were apprehenfive for the Moluccas, upon which
their rivals pretended to have a claim, as like-
wife upon the Manillas. The court of Lifbon
was determined to run any rifque rather than
part with the fpice trade. However, before
they ventured to quarrel with the only power
whofe naval ftrength was then formidable, they
thought it advifeable to try the method of ne-
gotiation. They fucceeded better than they ex-
pected. Charles V. who was frequently in want
of money to carry on his expeditions, confented,

for the fum of 3,420,000 livres*, to fufpend

the armament againft the Moluccas, till the re-

fpective clams fhould be adjufted. He even en-

gaged, in cdafe the decifion was favourable, not to
* 149,6251.
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make any advantage of it till he had paid the
money he had received. After this accommoda
tion, the Spanifh monarch was fo intent upon his
aggrandizement in Europe and America, that he
totally neglectcd the Eaft Indies.

IN 1564. Philip It. tcfumed the project of
conquering the Manillas. The execution wes
committed to Michael Lopez de I'Egafpc. He
formed' a permanent eftablilhnsent at Luyonia, the
chief of thofe iflands, and laid the foundation of
fome fettlements in the adjacent parts, particularly
in Sibu, where Magellan had landed. His fuc-
ceffors Would probably have mede an entire con-
queft of this archipelago, if they had been bet-
ter fupported, or even if they had' not not been
under a neceflity of employing the few troops
they had in defending the Portuguefe in the
Moluccas. The patience of the Dutch triumphed
over fuch weak and tardy efforts; which only
ferved to prevent for a time thofe rich poffeffions
from falling into their hands; and which left the
power that Spain had over the Manillas (then
called Philippines) in a very languid Hate, as in
has continued ever fince-

IN thefe iflands, the number of Spaniards does
not exceed three thoufand : there are three times
:is many Meflees. They are all equally employed
to keep in fubjection upwards of one million
three hundred and fixty thoufand Indians, who
were fubdued a the time the computation wes .
imade in 1752. Mod of them are Chriflians,
.and all pay a tax of two livres thirteen fous*.
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They are difperfed in nineiflands, and diftributed BOQK
into twenty departments, twelve of which ar¢ s
in the ifland of Luconia. The capital, which
was aways called Manilla, is fituated a the
mouth of a large river, at the bottom of a bay
which isthirty leagues in circumference. L'Egafpe
thought this a fit place to be the center of the
power he wanted to eftablifh, and accordingly
made it the feat of government and of trade.
Gomez Perez de las Marignas inclofed it with
walls, and built fort St. Jamesin 1590. As this
harbour will admit none but fmall fhips, it was
afterwards found expedient to fortify Cavite,
which is diftant but three leagues, and is now
the harbour of Manilla. It is femicircular, and
the (hips are on all fides fheltered from the fouth
winds, but expofed to thofe from the north, un-
lefs they anchor very clofe to the fhore. Three
or four hundred Indians were formerly employed
in the docks, which have been fo much in-
creefed within thefe few years, that men of war
are now built there for Europe.

T HE fettlement is fubject to a governor,whofe
office continues eight years, but who is fubor-
dinate to the viceroy of Mexico. He commands
the army, difpofes of all civil and military em-
ployments, and may grant lands to the foldiers,
and even eect them into fiefs. This power,
though fomewhat balanced by the influence which
the clergy and the inquifition affume in all the
Spanifh fettlements abroad, has been found fo
dangerous, that many expedients have been de-.

S P2 vifed
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vifed to check its exorbitancy. The mod ef-

\ _' , fectua of thefe expedients is that by which it

is decreed, that the conduct of a governor (hall
be arraigned even after his death; and that, when
a governor is recalled, he {hall not quit the
place till his adminiftration hes been inquired into .
Every individual is at liberry to complain ; and,
if he has fuffered any wrong, he is to be indem-
nified a the coft d* the delinquent, who is like-
wife condemned to pay a fine to the fovereign,-
for having brought an odium upon him. At the
time this wife inftitution wes made, it was ob-
ferved with fuch rigour, that, when accufa-
tions were numerous and weighty againft the go-
vernor, he wasimprifoned. Severd died in con-
finement; and others were taken out, only with a
defign to inflict fevere punifhtnents upon them-
But corruption has fince infanuated itfelf; and the
perfon who Tucceids is commonly influenced ei-
ther by confiderable bribes, or becaufe he in-
tends to practife the fame extortions himfelf, to
palliate thofe of his predeeeffor.

THIS collusion hes brought on a fettled fyftem
of oppreftion. Arbitrary taxes have been levied,
the public revenue has been leffened in paffing
through the hands that were appointed to collect
it; extravagant duties have made trade dege
nerate into fmuggling; the farmer has been com-
pelled to lay up his crops in the magazines of the
government; and. fome governors have -carried
their tyranny to fuch atrocious lengths, as to de-
termine the quantity of corn that the fields were

to
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to produce, and to oblige the farmers to bring BOOK
it in; and not only to wait for the payment as as..\(,....u
long a time as their oppreiffve mafters fhould
think proper, but afo to receive it in whatever
manner it could be given to them. This tyranny
has determined vaft numbers of Indians to forfake
the Philippines, or to take refuge in the inaccef-
fible parts of thofe iflands. Several millions are
faid to have perifhed through ill, ufage; and it
is impoffible to conjecture the number of thofe
whofe very exiftcrtce has been prevented by the
neglect of cultivation, and confequently the want
of food. The few who have efcaped all thele
calamities, have only found a refuge by living
in a ftate of obfeurity and wretchednefs. For
thefe two centuries paft fome governors have
attempted to put an end to thefe enormities;
but their endeavours have proved ineffeflual, be-
caufe the abufes were too inveterate to yield to
a tranfient and fubprdinate authority. Nothing
Hs than the fupreme power of the court of
Madrid could reftrain the fpirit of univerfa ra-
pacioufnefs, but this power has ver exerted
itfelf for fuch a purpofe. This thamoful neglect
is the true caufe why the Philippine iflands
have never been civilized, and have neither po-
licy nor trade. Their name would fearedy be
known, were it not for their connexions with
Mexico.

THOSE connexions, which have fubfifted ever
fmce the firft fettlement of the Spaniards in the
Eat and Weft Indies, confifl only in conveying
T P 3 the
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the produce and merchandife of Afia to America

4 , by the South Sea None of the articles that

compofe thefe rich cargoes are the produce either
of the ground or of the manufactures of thofe
iflands. Their cinnamon is brought from Batavia.
The Chinefe bring them filks; and the Englifh
or the French fupply them with white linens
and printed callicoes from Bengal and Coroman-
del. AIll the edaftern nations may freely trade
there; but the Europeans muft concea their flag.
They would not be admitted without this precau-
tion, which, however, is but a mere ceremony.
From whatever port the goods have been brought,
they mud come in before the departure of the
galeons. If they fiiould arrive later, they could
not be difpofed of, or mud be fold a a lofs to
merchants, who flow them in warehoufes till
the next voyage. The payments are made in
cochineal and Mexican piaftres, and partly in
cowries, which are not current in Africa, but
will pafs every where on the banks of the Ganges.
THE people of this ifland feldom tranfact bufi-
nefs immediately with the Spaniards. Moft of
them ae fo difgufted with the fatigues of trade,
that they place all their money in the hands of
the Chinefe, who enrich themfelves at their coft.
If thefe agents, the molt active in Afia, had been
compelled.to be baptized or to quit the country,
as the court of Madrid had ordered in 1750, all
bufinefs would have been thrown into the utmoft
coafufion. : :

SOME
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soME politicians think this plan would not be BOQK-
detrimental; an opinion that has been long enter- ‘e v—
tained. The Philippines had but juft opened a
communication with America, when the Spaniards
thought of giving them up, as being prejudicial
to the intereft of the mother-country. Philip .l
and his fucceffors conftantly rejected that propo-
s, which was often renewed. The city of Seville
in 1731, and that of Cadiz in 1733, entertained
more .rational notions. Both diefe cities ima
gined, and it is rather furprifing that the idea
did .not occur fooner, that it would be advanta-
geous to .the Spaniards to have a direct concern
with the trade of A-fia, and that the .polTeflions
they had in thofe parts thould be made-the center
of their traffic. In vain it was urged, that as
India affords felks and cottons iuperior vo thofe of
Europe, both in workmanfhip and colouring, and
a a much cheaper price, the national manufac-
tures would be ruined. This objectton might
have its weight with regard to fome nations; but
appeared atogether frivolous, conlidering the filia-
tion of Spaia.

THE Spaniards, indeed, ufe none but foreign
fluffs and linen, either for wearing-apparel or fur-
niture. Thofe continual demands mud neceffa-
rily incregfe the induftry, the wealth, the popu-
lation, and flrength of their neighbours, who avail
themlelves of thefe advantages, to keep that na
tion which fupplies them in a ftate of dependence.
It would furely be atfing with more wifdom
and dignity, were they to ufe the Indian manu-

P4 faftures.
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factures. They would be preferable, both in
point of oeconomy and elegance, and would leflen
that competition which muft prove fatal to them
in the end.

T H E inconveniences, which ufually attend new
undertakings, -are here previoufly obviated. The
iflands. which Spain poffeffes lie between Japan,
China, Cochinchina, Siam, Borneo, Macaffar, and
the Moluccas, and are favourably fituated for form-
ing connections with thofe fevcral kingdoms. If
they are too far diftant from Malabar, Coroman-
del, and Bengal, effectualy to proteft any fettle-
inents that might be formed there ; on the other
hand, they are fo near fevera countries which the
Europeans frequent, that they could cafily exclude
their enemies from thofe places in time of war,
Befides, their diftance from the continent fecures
them from the ravages that it is expofed to, and
prevents them from being tempted to interfere in
the divilions which arife there. This diftance,
however, does not prevent them from being fure of
fubfiftence at home. It is true, the Philippines
are fubjeft to frequent earthquakes, and they have
inceffant rains from July to November; but all
this docs not dirainifh the fertility of the ground.
No country in Afia abounds more with fifh, corn,
fruits, vegetables, cattle, fago, cocoa trees, and
cfculem plants of all kinds.

THESE ' iflands &fford even fome commodities
lit for the trade from one part of Indiato ano-
ther, fuch as-ebony, tobacco, wax, thofe bird:;

"nelts that are in fuch eftinintion, pitch and tar,

o
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a kind of white hemp fie for ropes and fails,
plenty of excellent timber, cowries, pearls ; and
fugar, which may be cultivated to any quantity;
and gold. There are inconteftable proofs, that, in
the earlieft times the Spaniards fent over to Ame-
rica large quantities of gold found in the river
by the natives of this country. If the-quantity
they now collect does not exceed twelve hundred
weight in a year, this mud be imputed to the
tyranny of the Spaniards, who will not fuffer them
to reap the benefit of their own induflry. A
reafonable moderation would induce them to re-
fume thefe labours, and to apply to others ftill
more beneficial to Spain.

THE colony will then produce for exportation
to Europe, alum, buffalo fkins, caflia; the Faba
Sanffi Ignatii, a ufeful drug in phyfic; indigo ;
cocoa, which hasbeen brought hither from Mexico,
and fucceeds very well; woods for dying, cotton,
and baftard cinnamon, which will perhaps be
improved, and which the Chinefe were fatisfied
with, fuch as it was, before they frequented Ba
tavia. Some travellers affirm, that the ifland of
Mindanao, where it grows, formerly produced clove
trees alfo. They add, that the fovereign of the
ifland ordered them to be rooted up, faying he
bad better do it himfelf than be compelled to it
by the Dutch. This anecdote looks very fufpi-
cious. It is certain, however, that the vicinity
of the Moluccas affords opportunities for procu-
ring with great facility the trees that bear nutmegs
and cloves.

FOREIGN
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FOREIGN markets will furnifh Spain with fiks,

. calicoes, and other articles, of the produce of Aha,

for their own confumption, and will fell them
cheaper to the Spaniards than to their competi-
tors. All other nations in Europe employ the
fpecie they get from America to trade with in
India. Before this fpecie can reach the place of its
deftination, it muft have paid confiderable duties,
taken a prodigious compafs, and have been cx-
pofed to great rifques; whereas the Spaniards, by
fending it directly from America to the Philip-
pines would fave duties, time, and inlurancc;
fo that, by furnifhing the fame quantity of fpecie
as the rival nations, they would in reality make
their purchafes at a cheaper rate.

EVEN the quantity of fpecie conveyed from
one place to another might in time be dimi-
nifhed, if thefe iflands were as much improved
as they might be. For this purpofe, the nations,
who frequented thefe feaports before they were
invaded by the Spaniards, fhould be recalled;
and every method fhould be ufed, to obliterate
from the memory of the Chinefe the fate of
ihofe forty thoufand fubjects of their empire,
who were fettled in the Philippines, and were
amoft all inhumanly inaffacred, becaufe they
would not tamely fubmit to the horrid yoke
that wes land on them. The Chinefe would
then defert Batavia, which is too far diftant,
and cctufe arts and agriculture to revive in thefe
Oands. Their example would foon be followed
by many free traders of Europe, who are dif-

-erfed
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perfed in various parts of India, and confider BOOK
themfelves as victims to the monopoly of their .
refpective companies. The natives, excited to
labour by the advantages infeparable from fuch

a competition, would no longer remain in a ftate

of indolence. They would be fond of a govern-

ment that would ftudy to promote their happi-

nefs, would chearfully fubmit to its laws, and

in a fhort time would themfelves become Spaniards.

If our conjectures are well founded, fuch a co-

lony would be more profitable than a mere inac-

tive fettlement, which devours part of the trea-

fures of America. Such a revolution may eafily

be brought about, and muft infallibly be haflencd

by eftablidling a freedom of trade, an unlimited,

civil, and religious liberty, and a perfect fecurity

for the property of individuals.

THIS can never be the work of an exclufive
company. Vov thefe two centuries part, fince
the Europeans have frequented the fess of Afia,
they have never been animated by a truly lauda
ble fpirit. In vain have fociety, morality, and
politics, been improved amongft us; thofe diftant
countries have only been witnefles of our rapa
cioufnefs, our reftlefTnefs, and our tyranny. The
mifchief we have done to other parts of the world ,
has fometimes been compenfatcd by the know-
ledge we have imparted to them, and the wife
inftitutions we have eftablifhed amongf them:
but the Indians have ftill continued under their
former darknefs and defpotifm; and we have
taken no pains to refcue them from thofe dread-

ful
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ful calanfities. Had the. feveral governments
direfted the fteps of their free traders, it is pro-
bable that the love of glory would have been
united to a paflion for riches, and that fome na-
tions would have made attempts fit to render their
names illuftxious. Such noble and difinterefted
intentions could never be purfued by any com-
pany of merchants: who, being confined by the
narrow views of prefent profit, have never em-
ployed their thoughts about the happinefs of the
people with whom they traded; a circumftance,
which, being naturally expetfed, hath-never been
imputed to them as a crime.

How much would it redound to the honour
of Spain, from which, perhaps, nothing great
is a prefent to be expected, to fhew a fenfibi-
lity for the interefls of mankind; and to endea
vour to promote them! That nation now be-
gins to fhake off the fetters of prejudice, which
have kept it in a ftate of infancy, notvvithftand-
ing its natural ftrength. Its fubjects are not
yet degraded and corrupted by the contagion
of riches, from which they have been happily
preferred by their own indolence, and by the
rapacionfnefs of their government. Thefe peo-
ple mult neceffarily be inclined to what is
good ; they arc capable of knowing it, and no
doubt ‘would practife it, having all the means
in their power from the poffeffions their con-
qucfts have given them in the richeft countries
of the univerfe. Their fhips, failing front their
Feverd ports, might cither meet at the Canary

' iflands,



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES, 221

iflands ,or . feparately proceed to their : feveral BOQK.
deftioations, and thus be the means of ProCuring ‘et
happinefs to the remoteft parts, of Afia. They
migjht  return from India by the Cape .of Good

Hope; but would go thither by the South Sea,

where the fale of their cargoes would greatly
increafe their capitals. This advantage would

fecure to them a fuperiority over their competi-

tors, who fail with fafe bills of lading, feldom
carrying any thing butiilver. They would meet

with a frefh fupply of provifions up the river

Plata, if they fliould be in want of them Thofe

who were able to wait. longer, would only put

into Chili, or even proceed to the ifland of Juan
Fernandez.

Tins delightful ifland, which takes its name
from a- Spaniard to whom it had been given,
and who took a diflike to it after he had lived
there fome consderable time, is fituatcd at no
leagues diftance from the continent of Chili.
Its greateft length is but about five leagues,
and the breadth not quite two. In this fmall
fpot, where the land is very mountainous and
irregular, thereis aclear fky, pure air, excellent
water,” and every vegetable that is deemed a
fpecific againft the fcurvy. It has appeared
from experience, that all forts of European and
American corn, fruit, and quadrupeds, will fuc-
ceed there extremely well The coafts abound
with fifh; and, befides all thefe advantages, there
is afo a good harbour, where fhips arc fheltered
from every wind but the north, and even that

: : never
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BO\(/)K never blows fo ftrongly as to be attended with
‘st ANy danger. '
THESE conveniences have induced all the

pirates, who have infefted the coefts of Peru, to
put in~at Juan Fernandez. ~Anfon, who went
to the South Sees with more important projects,
found there a comfortable and fafe afylum. The
Spaniards, at length convinced that the pre-
caution they had taken to deftroy the cattle
they had placed there is inefficient to keep off
their enemies, muft build a fort on the ifland.
That military poft will become a ufeful fettle-
ment, if the court of Madrid will but attend
to her own intereft. It is needlefs to purfue
this fubject any further. The plan, which we
have done nothing more than fuggeft, would
evidently tend to promote the trade, the navi-
gation, and the greatnefs of Spain. The con-
nexions that Ruflia keeps up with China by
land, can never acquire the fame degree of im-
portance.

Ctencwl

idea. of BETWEEN thefe two vaft empires, whofe great-
Tartar/.  nefs aftonifhes the imagination, there is an im-
menfe fpace, known in the earlieft ages by the
name of Scythia, and fince by that of Tartary.
This region, taken in its full extent, is bounded
to the weft by the Cafpian fea and Perfia; to
the fouth by Perfia, Indoftan, the kingdoms of
Arracan and Ava, China, and Corea; to the
edft by the Pacific oceenj and to the north by
the Frozen ocean. One part of thefe vaft deferts
is fubjeft to the Chinefe empire; another is un-
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der the dominion of Ruifia; the third is indepen- BO\QK .
dent, and is caled Kharifm, and Greater and LefS « s
Bucharia _

THE inhabitants of thefe celebrated regions
have dways lived by hunting and fifhing, and
upon the milk of their flocks and have ever
hed an egnat avefion for living in cities, a fe-
dentary life, and for hufbandry. Their origin
ad ther cuftoms fo far as we are acquanted
with them, are equdly antient, for the former
could never be traced on account of their fequef-
tered and wandering way of life. They have
lived in the fane mane as their forefathers
did; and, if we look back to the remotefl: anti-
quity, we fhall find a very ftrikrng refemblance
between the men of the ealiefl: ages and the
Tartars of the prefent time.

THESE people have in generd bean followers of
the great Lama, who refides at Putali, a town
fouated in adiftrict which partly bdongs to Tar-
tary, and partly to India. This extenfivc region,
where mountains rife above one another, is cdled
Boiitan by the inhabitants of Indoftan, Tangut
by the Tartars, Tfanli by the Chinefe, Laffa by
the Indians beyond the Ganges and Thibet by
die Europeans.

THEIR religion gopears, from monumets of
undoubted authority, to be of above three thou-
fand years ftanding, and is founded on the exi-
gence of a Supreme Being, and the fublimeft
principles of morality.
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IT has been generally imagined, that the fol-

' \........_: lowers of the Lama believe him to be immortal;

that, in order to maintain the deception, this divi-
nity never appears but to a few favourites, that,
when he receives the adoration of the people, it
is aways in a kind of tabernadé*- where a dim
light fhews rather a faint reprefentatipa, than an
exatt refemblance of that living god; that, when
he dies, another priefl is fubftituted in his ftead,
as nearly of the fame fize and figure as poffible;
and that, by means of thefe precautions, the de-
lufion is kept up, even on the very fpot where
the farce is afted; and mtrch more, without
dpubt; in the minds of believers who are further
removed from it.

A sSAGAcious philofopher hes lately removed
this prejudice. It is true, the great Lamas feldom
Ilhew themfelves; the better to maintain that vene-
ration they have infpired for ther perfoa and their
myfteries, but they give audience to ambaffiidors,
and admit princes who come to vifit them. But if
their perfon is feldom to be feen, except on fomc
important occafions, or on great feitivals, their
piflureisdwaysin full view, being hung up over
the doors of the temple at Putali.

WHAT has given rife to the fable of the im-
mortality of the Lamas is, that it is a tenet of
their faith, that the holy fpirit, which has animated
one of thefe pontiffs, immediately upon his death
paffes into the body of him who is duly elefted
to fucceed him. This transmigration of the
divine fpirit is perfectly confonaiu to the doctrine

4 of
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of the metempfychtffis, which his always been the B 0015

eftabiifhed fyftem' in thofe parts.

T HE religion of Lama made corifldgfable jiro-
grefs in early times. It was adopted in a large part
of the globe. It is profeffed &ft over Thibet and
Mongalia; is atmoft tmiverfal in Greater and Lefs
Bucharia, and feveral provinces of Tartary ; and
hes foitie followers in the klngdom of Cailimere' in
India, and in China.

THIs is the only worfhip that can boaft of fuch
remote .antiquity, without any mixture of other
fyftems. The religion of the Chinefe has been fre-
quently adulterated by the introdudion of foreign
deities and fuperftitions ; which have been adapted
to the tafte of the lower clafs of people, The Jews
have feen an end of their hierarchy, and their tem-
ple has been demolifhed. Alexander and Moham-
med ufed their utmoft endeavours to extinguifti the
facred fire of the Gaurs, Tamerlane and the Mo-
guls have in a great meafure diminiflhed the wor-
fhipers of the god Brama inIndia. But neither
time, fortune, nor ‘men, have ever been able to
(hake the divine power of the great Lama. .

-THIS {lability and perpetuity rtiuft be peculiar
to thofe religions that have a fifced fyftem, a well-

- regulated ecclefiaftical hierarchy, and a ftipreme
head, who by his authority fuppcrts thofe doc-
trines in their primitive ftate, by condemning all
new opinions, which pride might be tempted to
introduce, and credulity to adopt. The Lamas
themfelves confefs that they are no gods; but they
pretend to reprefent'the divinity, and to have re-
Voull. Q ccived

‘—-'v--‘
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BOVOK ceived a power from heaven to decide ultimately

‘e—— ON whatever relates to public worfhip. Their
theocracy extends as fully to temporal as to fpi-
ritual matters; but all civil matters, held pro-
fane by them, they confider as inconfiftent with
their dignity, and therefore commit the care of
government to perfons whom they judge to be
worthy of their confidence. This has fucceffively
occasioned the lofs of fcvera provinces of their
vaft dominions, which have fallen a prey to their
governors. The great Lama, who formerly was
abfolute matter of all Thibet, now poffeffes but a
fmall part of it.

T H E religious opinions of the Tartars have never
enervated their valour. It was to oppofe their in-
roads into China, that, three hundred years before
the chriftian aera, that famous wall was built,
which extends from the river Hoambo to the fea
of Kamtfchatka ; which has a terrace running all
along the top of it, and isflankedin different parts
with large towers, after the antient manner of
fortifying. Such a monument fhews that there
muft have been .at that time a prodigious popula-
tion in the empire: but at the fame time it feams
to indicate that there was a want of prowefs and
military {kill. 1f the Chinefe had been men of
courage, they would thcmfelves have attacked the
roving tribes, or kept them in awe by well-difci-
plined armies; if they had beenfkilledin the art
of war, they would have known that lines five
hundred leagues long could not be defended in

_every part, and that, if they were broken but in
one
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one place, all the reft of the fortification would
become ufelefs.

THE inroads, indeed, of the Tartars continued
till the thirteenth century. At that period, the
empire was conquered by thofe barbarians, under
the command of Gingis-Khan. This foreign power
Weas not” deftroyed till after eighty-nine years, when
it fell into the hands of an indolent prince, who was
governed by women, and was aflaveto his minif-
ters.

WHEN the Tartars were expelled from the con-
quefts they had made, they did not adopt the laws
and government of China. When they repaffed
the great wall, they relapfed into barbarifm, and
lived in their deferts in as uncivilized a ftate as
they had done before. They united, however,
With the few who had continued in their roving
way of life, and formed feveral hords, which in-
fenfibly became populous, and in procefs of time
incorporated into that of the Manchews. Their union
infpired them again with the projeft of invading
China, which was torn with domeftic diffentions.
The difcontented parties were then fo numerous,
that they had no lefs than eight different armies
under the command of as many chiefs. In this con-
fufion the Tartars, who had long ravaged the nor-
thern provinces of the empire, feized upon the capi-
tal in 1644, and foon after upon the whole kingdom.

THIS revolution did not feem fo much to fubdue
China, as to add to its extent, by the acceffion of
a great part of Tartary. Soon after this, China
was further enlarged by the fubmiffion of the

Q 2 Mogul
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BOOX queft, and flatter themfdives they Ihall long tn)6f
tem e thEfTUItS Of their victory.

THEIR fucceflés, and thofe of the French, hate
aftoniflied all nations. It is ey to conceive how
folitary and defencdefs iflands, that have no con-
nexion with their neighbours, may have been fub-
dued. But it isvery aftoniftring, that five or fix
hundred Europeans fhould &t this time have besaten
innumerable amies of Gentiles and Mohamme-
dans, moftly ikilled in the art of war. Thefe ex-
traordinary foenes however, ought not to appear
furprifing to any one who confiders what has hap
pened  before.

T H E Portuguefe had no fooner gopeared in the
edft, than with a few fhips and a few foldiers they
fubverted whole kingdoms. The eftablifhment of
fome factories, and the building of afmall num-
ber of forts, wes fufficient to enable them to cruftx
the powers of India.  When tlie Indians were no
longer oppreffed by the firft conquerors, they were
fo by thofe who expelled and fucceeded them. The
hiftory of thefe delightful regions was no longer the
hiftory of the natives, but that of their tyrants.

BUT what Angular men muft thefe have been,
who never could gather any improvement from
experience and adverfity; who fur rendered them-
felves to their common enemy without making any
refiftance, and who never acquired fkill enough
from their continua defeds to repulfe a few ad-
venturers, caft as it were from the fea upon their
coafts! It is a matter of doubt whether thefe men,
aternately decelved and fubdued by thofe who at-

tacked
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tacked them, were not of a different fpedes To B'OOK
refolve this problem, we need only trace thecaufes __
of this wesknefs in the Indians; and our firft in-

quiry fhall turn upon that fyftem of defporifm with

which they are oppreffed.

THERE is no nation, which, as it becomes civi-
lrzed, does not lofe fomething of its inue; courage;
and independence; and it is evident that the inha-
bitahts of the fouth of Afia, having been firft col-
lected into Societies, muft have been the earlieft ex-
pofed to defpotifm. Such has been the progrefs of
all aflbciations from the beginning of the world.
Another truth; equally evident from hiftory, is, that
all arbitrary power haftens its own deftruction ; and
that revolutions will reftore liberty; fooner or later,
as they are more or lefs rapid. Indoftan is perhaps e
the only country, in which the inhabitants, after
having once loft their rights, have never been able
to recover them. Tyrants have frequently been
deftroyed; but tyranny hes aways fupported itfelf.

civiL flavery hes been added in India to politi-
cal flavery. The Indian is not mafter of hisown life;
he knows of no law that will protect it from the
caprice of the tyrant, or the fury of his agents. He
is not mafter of his own underftanding; he is de-
barred from all ftudies that are beneficia to man-
kind, and only allowed fuch as tend to enflave him.
He is not mafter of his own field; the lands and
their produce belong to the fovereign, and the
. labourer may be fatisfied if he can earn enough to
fubfift himfelf and family. He is not mafter of his
own induftry; every artift, who has had the mif-

VOL.II. X fortune
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3301{ fortune to betray fome abilities, is in danger of

‘ee— being doomed to ferve the monarch, his deputies,
or fome rich man who has purchafed a right to
employ him as he plesfes. He is not matter of his
own wealth: he buries hisgold under ground, to
fecure it from the rapacious hand of power; and
leaves it there at his death, abfurdly imagining it -
will be of fevice to him in the next world. No
doubt this abfolute and tyrannical authority, with
which the Indian is every where oppreffed, muft
fubdue his fpirit, and render him incapable of
thofe efforts that courage requires.

T H E climate of Indoftan is another impediment
to-any generous exertions. The indolence it infpires
is an invincible obftacle to great revolutions and vi -
-gorous oppofitions, fo common in the northern re-
gions. The body and the mind, equally enervated,
have only the virtues and vices of flavcry. In the
fecond, or at furtheft in the third generation, Tar-
tars, Turks, Perfians, and even Europeans, contraft
the flothful difpofition of the Indians. Thefe in-
fluences of the climate might certainly be fubdued
by religious or moral inftitutions; but the fuperfti-
tions of the country will not admit of fuch exalted
views. They never promife future rewards to the
generous patriot, who falls in his country's caufe.
While they advife, and iomctimes command fuicide,
by reprefenting in a ftrong light the alluring prof-
peit of future happinefs, they at the fame time
ftrictly forbid the effuiion of blood. :

THIS circuaiftance is a neceffary confequence of
the doctrine of transmigration, which maft infpire-

its
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its followers with conftant and univerfal benevo-
lence. They are in continual fear of injuring their
neighbour, that is, all men and all animals. How
can.a man reconcile himfelf to the idea of bemg
a foldier, when he can fay, Perhaps the elephant
or the horfe | am going to deftroy may contain
the foul of my father—perhaps the enemy | fhall
kill has formerly been the chief of my family?
Thus, in Indiareligion tends to keep up the fpirit-
of cowardice which refults from defpotifm and-the
nature of the climate ; the manners of the people
contribute ftill more to increafe it.

In every country, love is the ruling paffion, but
it is not equally ftrong in every climate. While
northern nations are moderate in their defires, the
fouthefn ones indulge in them with a degree of
ardour fuperior to every reftraint. The policy of
princes has fometimes turned this paffion to the ad-
vantage of fociety, but the legiflators of India feem
to have principally intended to increafe the fatal in-
fluence of their ardent climate. The Moguls, the
laft conquerors of thofe regions, . have proceeded
ftill further. Love is with them a fhameful and
deftructive excefs, confecrated by religion, by the
laws, and by government. The military conduct:
of the nations of Indoftan, whether Pagans or
Mohammedans, is confident with their diffolute
manners. We fhall mention fome particulars taken
from the writings of anEnglifh officer remarkable
for his military exploits in thofe parts.

TH E foldiers make up the fmallefl; part of the
Indian camps. Every trooper is attended by his

X 2 wife,
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THIS method fhould have been, adopted, if a
communication could have been - eftablifhed be-
tween Siberia and India by Independent Tartary,
as Peter the firft had defigned.. That great. prince,
whofe. mind was aways engaged in fome ufeful
projeft, was delirous of opening that communica-
tion by means of the Sirth, which waters the Tur-
keftan ; and in 1719 he fent 2500 men in order to
make himfelf mafter of that river.

' THERE was no fuch river to befound; itswaters
had been turned off, and conveyed through feveral
channels to the lake Atall. This had been done by
the Ufbeck Tartars, who had taken umbrage at the
repeated obfervations they had feen making. The
Ruffians determined therefore to return to Aftracan.
The court of Peterfburgh wasobliged to relinquish
the project, and remain fatisfied with the intercourfe
aready formed with India by the Cafpian fea

THISwas, in the remoteft ages, the track by
which the north and fouth communicated with each
other. Theregions bordering upon that immenfe
lake, which are at prefent very much depopulated,
extremely poor, and in a favege eflate, afford to
intelligent minds evident proofs of former fplen-
dor. Coins of the antient Kaliphs are daily dif-
covered there. Thefe monuments, with others
equally authentic, would feem to favour the ac-
count of fome Indians having been fhipwrecked on
the codfts of the Elbe in the reign of Auguftus,
which has always been confidered as fabulous, not-
withftanding the concurrent teftimony of cotem-
porary writers who related the fact. It is incon-
‘ ceivable
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ceivable how any inhabitants of India could fail BOS®
on the Germanic feas; but, as Voltaire obferves; it s
was not more wonderful to feean Indian tradingin
the northern countries, than to fee a Roman make
his way into India through Arabia. The Indians
went into Perfia, where they embarked ontheHir-
canian fea, failed up the Wolga, penetrated into
Permia by the Kama, and from thence might em-
bark on the northern fea or on the Baltic. Men
of enterprifing genips have appearedin all ages.

WHATEVER may be thought of thefe conjec-
tures, theEnglifhhad no fooner difcovered Arch-
angel, about the middle of the fixteenth century,
and fettled a commerce with Ruffia, than they
formed the project of opening away into Perfia
by the Wolga and the Cafpian fea, which would
be much edfier and fhorter than that of the Portu-
guefe, who were obliged to fail round Africa and
part of Afia, to get into the gulph of Perfia. A
further inducement to attempt it was, that the
northern parts of Perfia, bordering upon the Caf-
pian fea, produce much richer commodities than
the fouthern. The filks of Chirvan, Mazanderan,
and more efpecialy Gilan, are the befl in all the
egft, and might be employed with advantage in
any manufactures. But the trade of the Englifh
was not yet fufficientjy confirmed, to encounter the
difficulties that muft attend fo vaft and fo compli-
cated an undertaking.

SOME years after, a duke of Holftein, who had
eftablifhed fome filk manufactures in his dominions,
Wes not deterred by thefe difficulties. Hewanted

5 to
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to get the raw filk from Perfia, and fent ambaffa

\—— dorsthither, who loft their lives on the Cafpian fea

. WHEN the French were convinced of the in-
fluence of trade on the political. balance, of Europe,
they adfo wifhed to procure Perfian filks by way of
Ruffia; but their fatal paffion for conqueft mede
them forget this projeft, as well as many others
that had been fuggefted by men of underftanding,
for the welfare of that great nation.

PETER | . guided by his own genius, his own
experience, and the informations of foreigners,
could not but be fenfible at laft, that his fubjects
were the people who ought to enrich themfelvcs by
the production of Perfia, and in time that of India,
Accordingly in 1722, at the firft beginning of the
commotions that have overturned the empire of the
Sophis, that great prince fcized upon the fertile re-
gions bordering on the Cafpian fea  The heat of
the climate, the dampnefs of the foil, and the ma-
lignancy of the air, deftroyed the troops that were
left to defend thofe conquefls. Ruffia, however,
did not refolve to relinquilh the provinces fhe had
ufurped, till (he found in the year 1736 that Kou-
li Khan, who had conquered the Turks, could
compel her to reftore them.

T H E court of Peterfburgh laid &fide all thoughts
of carrying on any commerce with that part of
the world, when an Englifhman of the name of
Elton laid a fcheme, in 1741, for putting his
country in poifeffion of it. This enterprifing man.
was in the fervice of Ruffia: his propofal was, to
convey English woollen cloths, by way of the

Wolga,
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Wolga and the Cafpian fea, to Perfia, to the north 3-0‘,0‘
of Indoftan, -and to the greateft part of Tartary. \empmd
In confequence of this traffic, he was to receive, in
exchange, gold, and fuch commodities as the Ar-
menians fold at an extravagant price, being matters
pf all the inland trade of Afia. This project was
Warmly adopted by the Englifh company in Muf-
covy, and favoured by the Ruffian miniftry.
BUT the Englifh adventurer had fcarce begun
to put it in execution, when Kouli Khan, who
wanted bold and active men to fecond his ambi-
tion, found means to entice him into his fervice,
and by his dffiftance to make himfelf mafter of the
Cafpian fea. The court of Peterfburgh, exafpe-
rated at this treachery, revoked in 1746 all the
privileges they had granted e, but thiswas an in-
effectua remedy for fo great an evil. The un-
timely death of the Perfian tyrant was much more
likely to bring matters into their former ftate.

THAT great revolution, which once more plunged
the Sophy's dominions into greater anarchy than
ever, reftored to the Ruffians the dominion over
the Cafpian S This was a neceffary prelude
to the opening of a trade with Perfia and India,
but was not aone fufficient to enfure its fuc-
oefs, which met with amoft infuperable obsta-
cles from the Armenians. An active nation, ac-
cuftomed to the eaftern manners, in poffeffion of
a large capital, extremely frugal in their expences,
who had aready formed connections from time
immemorial, entered into the minuted: details, and
(embraced the moft comprehenfive fpeculations:
' fuch
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fuch a nation was not eafily to be fupplanted.

s Nor did the court of Peterfburgh expert it, but

State of
theRuffian
empire,
and the
means
neceffary
to make it
fiourifh.

wifely determined to allure a number of thofe
artful, Induftrious, and wealthy people, to fettle
at Aflracari. It is through their hands that all
mefchandife, coming from Afia to Ruffia by land,
awdys did ‘and ftilf does pafs. This traffic is
very' thtotifiderable; and it will require time be-
fore ft can be increafed, unlefs fome expedient
can- be found to difpofe of the articles by re-
exportation. To make this more evident, it will
only be neceffary to take a curfory view of the
prefent ftate of Ruffia

THISempire, which, like all others, rofe from
fmall beginnings, is become, in procefs of time,
the largeft in the world. Its extent from edt: to
weft is 2200 leagues, and from fouth to north
about 800.

MANY of the people of this vaft empire never
had any form of government, and have none to
this day. Thofe who by violence, or from parti-
cular circumftances, have obtained the rule over
the reft, have aways been actuated by Afiatic
principles, and have been oppreffors or arbitrary
tyrants*. The only point, in which they have con-
formed to the cuftoms of Europe, has been the
inftitution of a peerage.

THESE are undoubtedly the chief caufes which
have prevented the increafe of the human race in
that immenfe country. By the furvey taken in
1747, there appeared but 6,646,394 perfons who
paid the poll-tax; and in thefe were comprehended

all
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all the mdes (torn the infant to the okleft man.,
Suppofing the number of women to be equal to
that of men, there will appear to be 13,292,7110
flaves in Ruffia  To this calculation muft. be
added the daffes of men in the empire who are
exempt from paying this fhameful tax; the mili-
tary, who amount to 200,000 men; the nobility
and clergy, who are fuppofed to amount to the
like number; and the inhabitants of the Ukraine
and Livonia, computed at 1,200,000, So that
the whole population of Ruffia does not exceed
14,892,780 perfons of both fexes.

IT would be needlefs, as it is impoflible, to
number the people who rove about thofe vaft
deferts.  As thefe hords of Tartars, Siberians,
Samoiedes, Laplanders, and Oftiacs, cannot con-
tribute to the wealth, ftrength, or fplendor of a
ftate, they are to be reckoned of little or no con-
fequence in the account.

THE population being fmall, the revenues of
the empire cannot be confiderable. When Peter 1.
came to the crown, the taxes brought-in but twenty-
five millions *; he raifed them to fixty-five t.
Since his death they have not greatly increafed;
and yet the people are finking under a burden
which their ftrength, enervated by defpotifm, is
unable to fupport.

EVERY circumftance feems to call upon Ruffia
to provide a remedy againft this want of popula-
tion and wealth. The only effectud one is agri-
.culture. It would be needlefs to encourage it in

* 1,097,752k t %3150l
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the northern province*; nothing can thrivein thofe
frozen deferts. The fcattered inhabitants of :this
inhofpitable climate will never be fupplicd with any
kind of food and raiment except what they can pro-
cure from birds, fith, and wild beads-, nor will they
ever have any thing befides thefe to pay their taxes
with.

FURTHER from the north, nature begins to wear
amilder afpeft, and the country is more populQus,
and more capable of vegetation; yet throughout an
immenfe extent of territory there are no marks of
plenty, from the want of men and fufficient means
for the cultivation of the land. The foil will be-
comefufficiently fertile, if agriculture megtswith re-
ward and encouragement from the wifdom of govern-
ment. The Ukraine deferves particular atention.

THAT fpacious region, which has belonged to
the Porte and to Poland, and is now a part of the
Czar's dominions, is perhaps the mod fruitful
country in the known world. It fupplies Ruffia
with moft of her home confumption, and articles
of trade; and yet Ihe does not receive the twentieth
part of what it might be made to produce. The
CofTacks, who inhabited that country, have amoft
all perithed in deftructive wars. Some attempts
have been made to re-place them by Ofliacs and
Samoiedes, but it hes not been confidered, that,
in blending men fo fmall and deformed with others
of a tall, robuft, and valiant race, the former
would only ferve to make the latter degenerate.
It would be very ey and practicable to give en-
couragement to the Moldavians and Walachians

3 to



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. = 539

to fettle there, as they profefs die fame religion ds B'OVOK
Rufiia, and confider it as the feat Of the Greek mmmyme
empire.

NOTHING ivould be more conducive to cultiva:
tion than the working of the mines. Some are to
be met with in feveral provinces; but they are
numerous in Siberia, though it is alow country,
and the foil is moift and marfhy. The iron that is
dug out of thefe mines is better than in any other
part of Ruflia, and equal to that of Sweden. The
working of them would employ a number of men,
and furnilh excellent implements of hufbandry to
a fet of miferable flaves, who are compelled to dig
a hard and ftubborn foil with inftruments of wood.
Befides thefe iron mines, there are alfo others which
contain |hofe precious metas that are fo eagerly
and fo univerfally coveted, and which are to be
found in no part of the country except Siberia
Thefilver minesnear Argun have long been known;
and others, both of filver and gold, have lately been
difcovered in the country of the Bafkirs. It would
be prudent for fome nations to neglect and flop up
thefe fources of wealth; but that is not the cafe
with Ruffia, where all the inland provinces are fo
poor, that they are fcarcely acquainted with thofe
figns that have been univerfally agreed upon to
anfwer every article of commerce.

T H E trade which the Ruffians have opened with
China, Perfia, Turkey, and Poland, confifts prin-
cipally in furs, fuch as ermine, fables, white wolves
and black foxes ikins, which all come from Siberia.
Some ikins that are remarkably fine, which have

very
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very long gloffy hair, of a beautiful colour, or
happen to be particularly pleafiug to the buyer,
fel at a moft extravagant price. Thefe branches
of commerce might become more condderable,
and be extended to other objects.

BUT the greateft demand for the produce of the
country will always be on the fide of the Baltic.
It fddom paflées through the hands of the Ruffian
merchants. They commonly want fkill, flock, cre-
dit, and liberty. The import and export of all
commodities is tranfacted by foreign houfes.

No country is fo happily fituated for extending
its commerce.  Almoft all its rivers arc navigable.
Peter the Great improved this natural advantage
by the affiftance of art, and ordered canals to be cut

' to join thofe rivers together. The mod impor-

tant of them arefinifhed; othersare not quite com-
pleted, and fome are only planned. Such isthe grand
projeft of joining the Cafpian fea to the Euxine,
by digging a canal from the Tanais to the Wolga.

UNFORTUNATELY thefe means, which render
the circulation of all commodities fo eafy in the
interior parts of Ruffia, and fo much facilitate an
intercourfe with all parts of the globe, arc made
ufdefs by thofe reftraints which are not to be fur-
mounted by induftry.

T H E govenment have referved to themfdves
the privilege of buying and felling the moft valua-

"ble produftions of the country ; and, aslong as

this monopoly continues, trade will not be carried
on with any degree of honefty or fpirit. The
abolition of this deftructive monopoly would con-

tribute



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES, - | 24t

tribute to public profperity, but that alofie would B.OV(?

not be fofficient, without the reduction of the Se——’
array. _ ,

WHEN Peter |. came to the crown, the military

in Ruflia confided only of 40,000 Strelits, undif-

ciplined and ferocious men, who had no courage

but againft the-people whom they oppreffed, and

again It the fovereign whom they depofed or mur-

dered at pleafure. This great prince difbanded

thofe feditious troops, and eftablifhed an army,
modelled after thofe of the other flates in Europe.

NOTWITHSTANDING thegoodnefs of its troops,
Ruffiais, of all the different powers, that which
ought to be the mod cautious of entering into &
war. The defire of acquiring an influence in the
affairs of Europe fhould never tempt the Ruffians
far from their own frontiers; they could not aft
without fubfidies, and it would be the higheft ab-
surdity for a nation, that hes but fix perfons to a
league fquare, ever to think of engaging in foreign
fervice. Nor fhould they be excited to hoftilities
by the defire of enlarging their dominions, which
are dready too extenfive. lluffia will never reap
the benefit of the labours of the Czar, arid form a
corgpaft ftate, or become an enlightened and
flour ifhing nation, unlefs it renounces the rage of
conqueft, to apply folely to the arts of peace. None
of its neighbours can.compd it to depart from this
falutary fyftem.

ON the north fide, the empire is better guarded
by the frozen fea, than it would be by fquadroos
and fortreffes. :

voL. K. R TO
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BO\Pk To the eaft, a fingle battalion and two field-
‘e, pieces would difperfe all the hords of Tartars
that fhould attempt to moleft them.

SHOULD Perfia ever again become powerful
enough to make any attempts againft this empire,
they would be rendered ineffectual by the Cafpian
fea, and by thofe immenfe deferts which feparate
that country from Ruffia.

To the fouth, the Turks have at prefent loft
their power; and the war would be equally detri-
mental to the conquered or the coriquering party,
on account of the fpot where it muft be carried on.

To the weft, the Ruffians have nothing to fear
from the Poles, who never had any fortified towns,
nor troops, nor revenue, nor government, and
have hardly any territory left.

SWEDEN has loft all that made her formidable;
and without doubt may even be deprived of Fin-
land, whenever it fhould fuit the intereft of the
court of Peterfburg.

SHOULD the genius of Frederick, which now
ferves as a counterpoife in the north to the forces
of Mufcovy,. defcend to his fucceflbrs it is not
likely that the ambition of Brandenburgh fhould
ever turn towards Ruffia.  Thofe monarchs could
never venture an attack upon that empire, without
turning their forces alfo towards Germany; and
this would neceffarily divide thdr ftrength in fuch
a manner, that it could not aft with efficacy.

T H E refult of thefedifeuffions is, that it is for
the true intereft of Ruffiato reduce her land forces,
and poffibly her navy alfo.

THE
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T H E fmall connexions of that empire with the BQOK
reft of Europe were wholly carried on by land, s e
when the Englifh, in feeking a paffage to the Eaft
Indies by the northern feas difcovered the port of
Archangel. Sailing up the Dwina, they cameto
Mofcow, and there laid the foundation of a new
trade.

RUSIIA had asyet no other communication with
her neighbours but by this port, when Peter 1.
invited the traders who frequent the white fea to
come to the Baltic, and endeavoured to procure a
more extenfive and advantageous mart for the pro-
ductions of his empire. His creative genius foon
enlarged his views. He was ambitious of making
his country become a maritime power, and fta-
tioned his fleets at Cronftadt, which is a harbour
to Peterfburg.

T H E feais not broad enough before the mouth
of the harbour. The (hips that are coming in are
forcibly driven by the impetuofity of the Neva
upon the dangerous coafts of Finland. The way
to it is through a channd fo full of breakers, that
they cannot be avoided unlefs the weather is re-
markably fine. Theftiipsfoon rot in the harbour.
Thefailing of the fquadrons is greatly retarded by
theice. Thereis no getting out but by an esfterly
wind; and the wefterly winds blow in thofe lati-
tudes the greateft part of thefummer. Another in-
convenience is, that the dock-yards are at Peterf-
burg, from whence the Ihips cannot get to Cron-
itadt, without palling over a very dangerous flat
that lies in the middle of theriver.

R2 | F
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IF Peter I. had not had that partiality which

., — great men have, as well as others, for their own

plans, he might edfily have been made fenfible that
Cronftadt and Petersburg are improper places for
the naval forces of Ruffia, and that it is in vain to
expeft that art ihould remove every natural disad-
vantage. He would have given the preference to
Ileved, which is much fitter for the purpofe. Per-
haps too, his own reflections would have led him to
confider that the nature of his empire was not cal-
culated for that fpecies of power.

RUSSIA has but few fea-coafts; moft of them are
not. peopled; and no navigation will ever be car-
ried on, unlefs there fhould be a change of govern-
ment. Where then will officers be found capable
of commanding men of war ?

PETER | . however, found means to form a navy.
A paffion, which nothing could controul, made him
furmount obftacles which were thought to be in-
vincible; but this he did with more parade than
utility. If ever his fucceflbrs are earnestly intent
to promote the good of their empire, they will
forego the vain glory of diiplaying their flag in
diftant latitudes, where they have no trade to pro-
tect, as theirs is all carried on upon their own
coafls, and only by foreign merchants. When
the Ruffians thus change their fyftem, they will fave
the needicfs expence of thirty-fix or forty men of
war, and will be fatisfied with their galleys, which
are fufficient for their defence, and would even

«enable them to attack all the powerson the Baltic,

if it Ihould be neceflary.
THESE
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THESE galeys ae of different rates: fome are BOOK ‘
fitted for cavalry, but a greater number for infan- \—aymw
try. Asthe troops themfelves, who are taught to
manage the oar, compofe the crew, the galleys are
armed without expence or delay. The anchor is
dropt every night, and the troops land where they
are leaft .expected.

WHEN the landing is effefted, the troops draw
the galleys afhore, and form a kind of intrench-
ment with them* Part of the army are left as a
guard, and the reft difperfe about the country that
they intend to lay under contribution. When the
expedition is over, they reimbark, and renew their
plunders in other places. Experience has {hewn
how much may be done by thefe armaments.

THE changes we have fuggefted are indifpen-
fably neceffary to render Ruflia a flourishing ftatc;
but this is not the only thing required. To infure
the continuance of her profperity, fome inability
muft be given to the order of the fucccflion. The
crown of Rufliawas long hereditary -; Peter |. mado
it patrimonial; and it became electvc at the laft
revolution. But every nation would wiih to know-
upon what right its government is eflablifhed ; and
the claim that hes the greateft effeft upon the peo-
ple is birth-right. When this evident mark of
fucceflion is removed from the eyes of the multi-
tude, univerfal revolt and diffention prevail.

BUT it is not enough to give the people a
fovereign whom they cannot refufe to acknow-

‘ R3 ledge;
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ledge: that fovereign muft make them happy; and

e this can never be done in Ruflia till the form of

government is changed®

civiL flavery is the condition of every fubjeft
in the empire, who is not noble : they are all at
the difpofal of their barbarous mafters, as cattle
are in other countries. Amongfl: thefe flaves, none
are foill ufed asthofe who till the ground; thofe
valuable men, whofe eafe, happinefs, and freedom,
have been celebrated with fuch enthufiafm in hap-
pier climates.

PoLITICAL flavery isthe lot of the whole nation,
fince the fovereigns have eftabliflbed arbitrary
power. Among the fubjefts who are confidered
as free, not one can be morally certain of the
fafety of his perfon, the property of his fortune,
or even of his liberty, which may at any time be
taken away, except in fome cafes previoufly deter-
mined by law.

EUROPE has long been entertained with the
prgjeft of a code of laws preparing for Ruffia
The great princefs, who now governs that em-
pire, well knew, that the people themfelves mud
approve the laws they are to obey, that they
may reverence and value them as their own work;
and thus addreffed the deputies from al the cities
of her vaft empire: My children, confider well,
with me, the interefis of the nation; let us toge-
ther draw up a body of laws, which may 'efiablith
public felicity upon a permanent bafts. But what
are laws without magiftrates? What are magi-
ftrates, whofe fentence the defpot may reverfe

according
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according to his own caprice, and even puniflx
them for paffing it ?

UNDER fuch a government, no tie can fubfift
between the members and their head. If heis al-
ways formidable to them, they are no lefs fo to
him. The ftrength he exerts to opprefs them, is
no other than their own united ftrength turned
againft themfelves. Defpair, or a nobler fentiment,
may every moment turn it againft him.

THE refpeft due to the memory of fo great
a man as Peter |. ought not to prevent us from
declaring that his talents did not enable him at
one view to difcover every requifite neceffary to
form a well-conftituted ftate. He was naturally
a man of genius, and had been infpired with a
love of glory. This paffion made him active, pa-
tient, affiduous, indefatigable, and capable of
conquering every difficulty which nature, igno-
rance, cuflom, or obftinacy, could oppofe to pre-
vent the fuccefs of this enterprizes. With thefe
virtues, and the foreign ads he called in, he fuc-
ceeded in eftablifhing an army, a fleet, and a fea
port. He made feveral regulations neceffary for
the profecution of his great projects; but though
he has been generally extol led as a law-giver, he
only enacted two or three laws, and thofe bear a
ftamp of a favage difpofition. He never proceeded
fo far as to combine the happinefs of his people
with his own perfona greatnefs. After his noble
inftitutions, his people were as wretched as ever,
and ftill groaned under poverty, flavery, and op-

R 4 predion.
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BOOK  preflion. He never relaxed in any one inftance his

5./._,,_: arbitrary power, but rather made it more oppref-
five ; and bequeathed to his fucceffors that detetta-
ble and pernicious idea, that the fubjects are no-
thlng and that the fovereign is all.

SINCE his death, it has been repeatedly afferted
th_at the nation was not yet fufficiently enlightened
to receive any benefit from being made free. But
let flattering courtiers and falfe minifters learn, that
liberty is the birth-right of all men; that every
Well-regulated fociety ought to be directed to the
general good; and that it is power obtained by
unlawful means which has deprived the greateft
part of the globe of this natural advantage,

CATHERINE, who feams to have afcended the
throne with an ambition for great actions, begins
to be fenfible, that ravages committed in the de-
ferts of Moldavia, and in fome defencdefs iflands,
bought with the lives of two or three hundred
thoufand men, will not endear her name to pof-
terity. She is labouring to initil notions of liberty
into a people fhipified by flavery ; but it isdoubt-
ful whether fhe will fucceed with the prefent
generation.

" WITH regard to the next, perhaps, the beft
method would be, to chufe out one of the moft
fertile provinces of the empire, to erect habi-
tations there, and to fupply them with all the
implements of husbandry, and to allot a portion
of land to each houfe. It would then be pro-
per to invite free men from civilized countries,
to give them the entire property of the houfes
' 7 and
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and Iands'pre'pared for them,tofecure to them a Tub- BQ/OK
fiftence for three years, and to have them governed «
by a chief who has no property in the country. A to-
leration ihould be granted to all religions, and con-
fequently private and domeftic worfhip Ihould be al -
lowed, but no public form of worihip be eftablifhed.
FROM thence the feeds of liberty would fpread all
over the empire: the adjacent countries would fee
the happinefs of thefe coionifts, and wiih to be as
happy as they. Were | to be caft among favages,
I would not bid them build huts to fhelter them
from the inclemency of the weather; they would
only laugh at me; but | would build one myfef*
When the fevere feafon came op, | Ihould enjoy the
benefit of my fore-fight; the favage would fee it,
and next year he would imitate me. It is the fame
with an enflaved nation; we are not to bid them
be free ; but we ae to lay before their eyes the
fweets of liberty, and they will wifh for them.

| wouLD by no means impofe upon my colonifts
the burden of the firft expences | had incurred on
their account; much lefs would | entail the pre-
tended debt upon their offspring. This would be
falfe and inhuman policy. Is not a ftate fufficiently
rewarded by a man of twenty, twenty-five, or thirty
years of age, who voluntarily devotes his perfon,
his ftrength, his talents, and his life, to the fervice
of the public? Muft he pay a rent likewife for the
prefent he makes? When he becomes opulent, he
may be confidered as a fubjeft, but not till the
third or fourth generation, if the projeft is meant
to fucceed, and if the people are to be brought to

that



250
BOOK

HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTSAND TRADE

that condition, the advantages of which they have
had time to be acquainted with.

IN this new arrangement, where the interefts
of the monarch will be blended with thofe of the
fubjeft, in order to ftrengthen Ruflia, fhe muft
aim lefs a glory, and facrifice the influence fhe hes
affumed over the general dfars of Europe. Peter f-
burg, which has improperly been mede a capital,
muft be reduced to a meer commercia ftaple;
and the feat of government transferred to the
heart of the empire. It is from fuch a center of
dominion, that a wife fovereign, acquainted with
the wants and refources of his people, will effec-
tually labour to unite the detached parts of that
large empire. From the fuppreffion of every kind
of flavery will fpring up a middle ftate among
the people, without which, neither arts, manners,
cor learning, ever exifted in any nation.

TILL this is accomplished, the court of. Ruflia
will endeavour in vain to enlighten the nation, by
inviting famous men from all countries. Thofe
exotics will perifh there, as foreign plants do in
our green-houfes. In vain will they ereft fchools

.and academies at Petersburg; in vain will they

fend pupils to Paris and to Rome, to be trained
up under the beft matters. Thofe young men,
on their return from their travels, will be forced
to negleft their talents, and embrace an inferior
flation to procure a fubfiftence. In all under-
takings, much depends upon the firft Heps we
take; and the firft flep is certainly to encourage
mechanic arts, and the lower claffes of men. |If

we
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We learn to till the ground, to drefs flins, to BOOK;

manufacture our wool, we fhall foon fee wealthy
families fpring up. From thefe will arife chil-
dren, who, not chufing to follow the laborious
profeflions of their fathers, will begin to think,
to cpnverfe, to write, and to imitate nature; and
then we (hall have philofophers, orators, poets,
painters, and flatuaries. Their productions will
be fought after by rich men, and they will pur-
chafe them* As long as men are in want, they
will work, and continue their labour till their
wants are fatisfied. Then they become indo-
lent, and unable to employ their time; and thus
the finer arts are in all places the offsring of
genius and indolence, for men fly to them when
they have no other refources.

IF we attend to the progrefs of fociety, we
fhall find hufbandmen plundered by robbers; thefe
hufbandmen feleft a few from among themfeves
to oppofe the robbers, and thus they commence
foldiers. Whilft fome are reaping, and the reft
upon guard, fome perfons looking on fay to
the labourers and foldiers, Y ou feem to be hard
at work; if you that are hufbandmen will feed
us, and you that are foldiers will defend us,
we will beguile your labours with our fongs and
dances Hence the origin of the troubadour,
or bard, and of the man of fcence In pro-
odfs of time, the latter is fometimes joined with
the chief againft: the people, and fings the praifes
of tyranny; fomeimes with the people againft:
the tyrant, and then he fings the praifes of li-

: berty,
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' berty. Whichever part he takes, he becomes in

*e—— time acitizen of confequence.

Connec-
tions of
the Euro-
peans with
Clhun.

LET US attend to the ufua progrefs of na
ture, and indeed it would be in vain to depart
from it. We (hall find al our efforts ineffec-
tual, and every thing tending to decay around
us; we (hall be nearly in the fame barbarous ftate,
from which we endeavoured to extricate our-
felvcs;, nor fhall we be able to effeft this, till
fome events occafion an imperfeft police to be
eftabliflied, whofe progrefs at mofl can only be
accelerated by foreign &fliftance. This is all we
can reafonably expeft, and we muft continue to
cultivate our land.

IN this we fhall find another advantage, which
is, that the arts and fciences of our own growth
will gradually advance towards perfection, and we
fhall be originals; whereas, if we copy foreign
models, we fhall be ignorant of the caufe of their
perfection, and we fhall never be any thing more
than imperfeft imitators.

THE pifture we have here drawn of Ruffia
may be thought to be an improper digreffion;
but, perhaps, this is the time to form a right
eftimate of a power, which, for fome years part,
has acted fo confpicuous and diftinguiihed a part.
Let us now enquire into the connexions other
European nations have formed with China.

INDUSTRY prevails among the Chinefe more
than among any other people in the world; per-
haps, indeed, it is the only country in which no
idle perfon can be found. Though the art of

printing
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printing is known there, and general education
carefully attended to, yet the Chinefe cannot (hew
either a capital building or a beautiful ftatue,
or any elegant compofitions in poetry or profe;
they have no mufic nor painting; nor have they
any of that kind of knowledge, which a man of
reflection, and even unconnected with fociety,
might by his own induftry carry to a great de-
gree of perfection. As their cuftoms allow of
no emigration, and as the empire is extremely
populous, their labours are confined to the ne-
ceflaries of life. More profit atends the inven-
tion of the mod trifling ufeful art, than is de-
rived from the mod fublime difcovery which is
only an exertion of genius. A man, who can turn
the cuttings of gauze to fome ufe, is more efteemed
than one who can folve the moft difficult pro-
blem. In this country it is a queftion Hill more
frequently aiked than among ourfelves, What is
the ufe of this? The apprehenfion of a fcarcity
fills the mind of every citizen with anxiety : they
all exert their utmofl endeavours, and lofe no
time in endeavouring to prevent it. Private in-
terefl is the fecret or open fpring of all the
aftions of the Chinefe. They mufl therefore ne-
cefTarily be addifted to lying, fraud, and theft;
and mufl be mean, felfiih, and covetous.

AN European, who buys filks at Canton, is
cheated in the quantity, quality, and price. The
goods are carried on board; where the diihonefty
of the Chinefe merchant is foon detected. When
he comes for his money, the European tells him,

Chinefe,
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Chinefe, thou haft cheated me. That may be,
replies the Chinefe, but you muft pay. But, fays
the European, thou art a rogue, a fcoundrd, a
wretch. European, anfwers the Chinefe, that may
be, but I muft be paid. The European pays ; the
Chinefe takes his money, and fays at parting,
What has thy anger availed thee? what advan-
tage haft thou obtained by thy abufe of me?
would it not have been much better to have paid
at once, and have been filent? Wherever men are
hardened to infults, and are not aihamed of dif-
honefty, the empire may be very well governed,
but the morals of the people muft be very bad.

THIs difpofition for gain made the Chinefe re-
nounce the ufe of gold and filver coin in their in-
land trade. They were forced to this by the great
increafe of coiners, and were reduced to the ne-
ceffity of ufing only copper money.

COPPER hecoming fcarce, though hiftory has
not informed us by what means, thofe ihells were
afterwards brought into ufe, fo well known by
the name of cowries. The government, having
obferved that the people grew diffatisfied with
fo brittle a commodity in lieu of coin, ordered
that all copper veffds in the empire (hould be
brought to the mint. This ill-judged expedient
proving inefficient to anfwer the demands of the
public, about four hundred temples of the god
Fo were ordered to be demolilhed, and all his
idols mdted down. After this, the court paid
the magiftrates and the army, partly in copper,
and partly in pape currency. The people were

3 fo
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fo exafperated at thefe dangerous innovations, that
the government was obliged to drop them. From
that time, which was three hundred years ago,
copper coin is the only legal money.

NOTWITHSTANDING the fef-interefted difpofi-
tion of the Chinefe, their foreign connexions were
for along time but fmall. Their referved beha-
viour with other people proceeded from the con-
tempt they had for them. They grew defirous,
however, of frequenting the neighbouring ports;
and the Tartar government, lefs folicitous to pre-
ferve the antient manners than the former govern-
ment was, favoured this means of increafing the
wealth of the nation. Voyages were openly un-
dertaken, which before were only tolerated by the
interefted governors of the maritime provinces.
A people fo famed for their wifdom could not
fail of meeting with a favourable reception where-
ever they went. They took advantage of the
high opinion other nations entertained of their
tafte, to recommend the commodities they had
to difpofe of; and their activity exerted itfelf on
the continent as well as by fea.

CHINA at prefent trades with Corea, which is
fuppofed to have been originally peopled with
Tartars. It has certainly often been conquered
by them, and has been fometimes fubjeft to, fome-
times independent of, the Chinefe; to whom it
now pays tribute. Here they carry china-ware,
tea, and filks, and in return bring home hemp
and cotton, and an ordinary fort of ginfeng.

THE

254



236 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRAM

B O&) K T H E Tartars, who may be confidered as foreign-

;__v'__, es, purchafe of the Chinefe woollen fluffs, rice,
tea, and tobacco, for which they give them fheep,
oxen, furs, and chiefly ginfeng. Thisfhrub grows
only upon the higheft mountains, in the thickeft
forefts, and about craggy rocks. The ftemis fome-
what hairy, ftrait, round, and of a deep red, ex-
cept towards the bottom, where it becomeswhitilh.
It grows to the height of about eighteen inches.
Towards the top, it throws out branches which
bear oblong leaves, that are fmall, woolly, jagged,
of a dark green on the upper fide, and whitilh and
gloffy on the back. The age of the fhrub is known
by the fhoots, and its value increafes in proportion
toitsage. Thevirtues of the ginfeng are many; but
it is generally alowed to be a ftrengthener of the
ftomach, a purifier of the blood. The Chinefe are
fo fond of it, that they never think they can pay
too dear for it. The government fends out ten
thoufand Tartar foldiers every year to gather this
plant; and every one is obliged to bring home two
ounces of the bed ginfeng gratis, and for the reft
they are paid its weight in filver. Private perfpns
are not alowed to gather it. This odious prohibi-
tion does not prevent them. If they did not break
thisunjuft law, they would not be able to pay for
the commodities they buy in the empire, and con-
fequently mud fubmit to the want of them.

WE have aready taken notice of the trade of
Chinawith the Ruffians. At prefent it is of little
confequence, but it may and mufl become con-
fiderable.

THE
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T H E trade Chinacarries on with the inhabitants, BOOK
i : : o V.

of LefsBuchariaconfifts only in exchanging its tea, «_ s
tobacco, and woollen cloth, for the gold duft thefe

people find in their ftreams when the fnow begins

to melt. If ever thofe favages learn to work the

mines that their mountains abound with, their con-

nections, which are now fo few, will foon incresfe,

and it is impoffible to determine how far they may

be extended.

T H E empire of China is parted from the Mogul
dominions, and other parts of India, by fands, moun-
tains, and rocks, which prevent all communication |
their inland trade is, therefore, fo contracted, that
it docs not exceed eight or nine millions*. That
which they carry on by fea is more confiderable.

IT is fupported by their filks, their tea, their
china, and fome articles of lefs confequence. Japan
pays the Chinefe in copper and gold; the Philip-
pine iflands, with piaflres; Batavia, with pepper
and other fpices, Siam, with woods for dying,
and with varnifth; Tonquin, with filk; and Co-
chinchina, with fugar and gold. Ali thefe feve-
ral articles together may amount to thirty mil-
lions T, and employ a hundred and fifty veffels.
The Chinefe get at lead cent, per cent, upon
them, of which Cochinchina pays half. Their cor-
refpondents in moft of the towns they trade with
are defendants of their own countrymen, who fled
from China when the Tartars made themfelves
matters of it.

* On an average, about 372,000!. T 1,312,5001.
VOLV 11. S THE
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T H E trade of China, which is not carrled onto

A , the nprth beyond Japan, nor to the eaft beyond

the (freights of Malacca and of Sunda, would pro-
bably have been extended, if the Chinefe ihip-
builders had not been fo wedded to their old cuf-
toms, and had condefettided to receive inftruction
from the Europeans.

WHEN the Europeans firft appeared upon the
codfts of China, they were admitted equally into
all the ports. Their extreme familiarity with the
women, their haughtinefs with the men, and re-
peated acts of infult and indifcretion, foon deprived
them of that privilege; and -now they ae only
fuffered to put in at Canton, the fouthernmoft har-
bour of the empire.

T HE city of Canton isfituated on the banks of
the Tigris, alarge river, which on one part com-
municates with the remoteft provinces by means of
feveral canals, and on the other admits the largeft
fhips to come up to itswalls. Formerly the French
fhips were to be fen there with the Chinefe vef-
fels, but now all European fhips are obliged to
anchor at Hoaung-pon, four leagues from the city.
It is not clear, whether the Chinefe were induced
to take this precaution from the fear of being fur-
prifed, or whether it was a contrivance of men in
power for their own private intereft. The mif-
truftful and rapacious difpofition of the Chinefe
authorifes both thefe conjectures.

THIs regulation did not affeft the failors them-
felves; they Hill enjoyed in Canton all the freedom
thatlsconfldentW|th publictranquillity. They were

natural Iy
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naturally inclined to make an improper ufe of this BOOK
indulgence, and they foon grew tired of the Cir- s
cumfpection which is requifite under a government
fo much addicted to ceremony. They were pu-
nifhed for their imprudence, .and forbidden all ac-
cefs to men in power. Theé magiftrate, wearied out
-with their perpetual complaints, would no longer
hear them but through the channel of interpreters
who were dependent on the Chinefe merchants:
All Europeans were ordered to refide in one par-
ticular part of the town, that was alotted to them.
None were exempted but fueh as could procure a
perfon who would be anfwerable for their good
behaviour. The reftraints were made ftll more
grievousin 1760. The court, being informed by the
Englifh, that trade laboured under great difficulties,
fent commiflaries from Pekin, who were bribed by
the parties accufed. Upon the report made by
thefe partial men, all the Europeans were con-
fined in a few houfes, where they"could only trade
with fuch merchants as had an exclufive privilege,
This monopoly has lately been abolifhed, but the
other reftraints ftill continue the fame.

THESE mortifications have not induced us to re-
jinquifh the trade to China. We continue to get
from thence tea, china, raw filk, manufactured
filks, varnilh, paper, and fome other articles.

THE teaplant is afhrub about as high as oui: rhe Eu:
pomegranate or myrtle. It is propagated by feeds, ;‘LP;:'L}:“
which are fown in holes three or four inches deep. cCbina.
No part of it is ufed but the leaves, which it
bears in abundance at three yearsold, but alefs

S 2 quantity
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BOOK quantity at feveru It Is then cut down to the ftem

V., to obtain the fhoots, every one of which bears
nearly as many leaves as a whole fhrub.

TEA iscultivated in mod provinces of China, but
is not equally good every where; though care is
always taken to place it in a fouthern afpeft and in
valleys. The tea that grows in ftony ground is far
preferable to that which grows in alight foil, but
the worft fort is that which isproduced in aclayifh
ground.

THE different degree of perfection in tea does
not arife merely from the difference of foil; but
chiefly from the feafon in which it is gathered.

THE teais gathered in March, when the leaves
areyet fmall, tender, and delicate; and thisiscalled
imperial tea, becaufe it is chiefly referved for the
ufe of the court and people of rank. The fecond
time of gathering it isin April; the leaves arc
then larger and more fpread, but of lefs quality
than the firft. The laft and word kind of tea is
gathered in May.: It is all clofely packed up in
chefts made of a coarfe kind of tin, that the air
may not get at it, which would fpoail its flavour.

T E Aisthecommondrink ot the Chinefe; and was
not introduced among them through vain caprice.
Almoft throughout theempire, the water i sunwhol e-
fome and naufeous. Of all the methods that were
tried to improve it, none fucceeded fo well as tea
Upontrial it was thought to be endued with many
virtues, and extolled as an excellent diffolvent,apu-
rifier of the blood, a flrengthener of the head and
ftomach, and a promoter of digeftion and perfpiration.

THE -
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THE high opinion which the Europeans who BOOK
firft went into China conceived of its inhabitants, .___\,{,_,
induced thein to adopt the high, though, perhaps,
exaggerated opinion the Chinefc had of tea. We
caught the enthufiafm; and it has gone on incvea
fing in the North of Europe and America, where
the air is thick and loaded with vapours.

WHATEVER may be the influence of prejudice in
general, yet it mart be allowed, that tea produces
fooie good effects in thofe countries where the ufe
of it is univerfaliy adopted: but thefe effects can-
not be fo great any where as in China. We know
the Chinefe rcferve the bed tea for themfelves, and
adulterate that intended for exportation, by mixing
with it other leaves, which refemble thofe of tea
in fliape, but may not have the fame properties.
‘We know too, that, fince the exportation has been
fo great, they are not fo curious in the choice of
the foil, nor fo careful in the preparing of ir.
Our manner of ufing it may like wife contribute to
leffen its virtues. We drink it too hot and too
ftrong; we put in a great dea of fugar, frequently
perfumes, and fometimes pernicious liquors. Be-
lides all this, its being conveyed fo far by fea is
aonefufEcient to exhauft moil of itsfalubriousfalts.

WE fhall never be able to determine exaftly the
virtues of tea till it is tranfplanted into our own
climates. We began to defpair of fuccefs, though
the experiments had been only made with feed,
and of a bad fort too. At lad a tree has been
brought over, the ftem of which meafured fix
inches; and it has been put into the hands of Lin-

S3 naaus,
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T H E word earthen-ware iswell adapted to porce-
lain, becaufe, as all other earthen ware, the fub-
fiance of it is pure earth, without any alteration
from art but the mere divifion of its parts. No me-
tallic or faline fubftance whatever muft enter into
its compofition, not even in the glazing, which
muft be made of fubftances nearly, if not atoge-
ther, as fimple.

T H E bed porcelain, and commonly the clofeft, is
that which is made of the fimpleft materials, fuch as
a verifiable ftone, and a pure and white clay. On
this lad fubftance depend the clofenefs and compaft-
Jiefsofporcelain,and indeed of earthen-ware in general.

THE connoiffeurs divide the china that comes
from Afia into fix claffes, the trouted china, the
old white, the Japan, the Chinefe, the Chinefe
japan, and the Indian. Thefe fevera appellations
rather denote a difference that ftrikes the eye than
areal dillmftion.

The trouted china, which no doubt is called
fo from the refemblance it bears to the fcdes of a
trout, feems to be the moft ancient, and favours
mofi of the infancy of the art. It has two imper-
fections. The pafle is aways very brown, and
the furface appears full of cracks. Thefe cracks
are not only in the glazing, but in the porcelain it-
ffef; and therefore this fort hes but a fmall degree
of tranfparency, does not found well, is very brit-
tle; and bears the fire better than any other. To
hide thefe cracks, it is painted with avariety of co-
jours: in this kind of ornament confifts its only
value. Thefacility withwhich Count Lauragais hes

imitated



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES.

imitated it has convinced us that it isonly anim-
perfeft fort of porcelain.

T H E old white iscertainly very beautiful, whe-
ther we confider only the glazing, or examine the
bifcuit. Thisis very valuable porcelain, but very
fcarce, and but little ufed. The parte of it feemsto
be extremely fhort, and fit only for fmall vafes,
figures, and other ornamental china. It is fold in
trade for japan, though it is certain that fome very
fine of the fame kind is made in China, It is of
two different hues, the one a perfefl cream-co-
lour, the other a blueifli white, which makes it look
more tranfparant. The glazing feams to be more in-
corporated into this laft. This fort has been at-
tempted a St. Cloud, and fome pieces have been
produced that looked very. beautiful; but thofe
who have narrowly examined them have faid they
were no better than frit or lead, and would not bear
a comparifon.

THEjapan isnot fo edfily diftinguifhed as mod
people imagine from the fined of the fort made in
China. A connoiffeur, whom we have confulted,
pretends that in general the glazing.of the trueja-
pan is whiter, and has lefs of the blueifh cafl, than
the porcelain of China, that the ornaments are laid
on with lefs profufion, that the bine is brighter,
and the patterns and flowers not fo whimfical, and
better copied from nature. His opinion feams to be
confirmed by the teftimony of fome writers, who
tell us, that the Chinefe who tfade to Japan bring
home fome pieces of china that make more ftiew
than their own, but are not fo folid ; and that they

ferve
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ferve to ornament their apartments, but they never
ufe them, becaufe they will not bear the fire well.
Al china glazed with coloured varniih, whether
fea-green, blueifh, or purple, he believesto be Chi-
nefe. All thejapan brought into Europe comes
from the Dutch, who are the only Europeans that
are fuffered to come into that empire. Poffibly they
may have picked it out of the porcelains brought
hither every year by the Chinefe, or they may
have purchafed it at Canton. In either cafe, the
diftinftion between the porcelain of Japan and that
of Chinawould not be founded on faft, but merely
on prejudice. From thisopinionitis plain, that
what is fold here for japan is very fine china
THERE is lefs doubt about what we call porce-
lain of China. Theglazing has a bluer caft than
that of Japan, it is more highly coloured, and the
patterns are more whimfical. The parteis in gene-
ral whiter and more compeact ;, the grain finer and
clofer, and the chinathinner. Amongft the feve-
ral forts made in China, there is one that is very
antient; it is painted of a deep blue, a beautiful
red, or agreen like verdigreafe, and is very coarfe,
very thick, and very heavy. Some of thisistrouted,
and the grain isoftendry and brown. That which
is not trouted has a clear found, but both want
tranfparency. Itisfold for old china, and the fineft
pieces are fuppofed to come from Japan. It was
originally a better fort of earthen-ware, rather than
atrue porcelain ; time and experience may have
improved it. It is grown more tranfparent, and
the colours being more carefully laid on, they look

brighter.
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brighter. The effential difference between thisand B 0\? K
other china is, that this is made of a ihorter parte, \e s
and is very hard and folid. The pieces of this china
have aways at the bottom the marks of three or
four fupporters, which were put to prevent its
giving way in baking. By this contrivance, the
Chinefe have fucceeded in making very large pieces
of porcelain, Thofe that are not of this fort, and
which .is called modern china, are of a longer parte
and finer grain, and are higher glazed, whiter,
and clearer. They feldom have the marks of the
fupporters, and their tranfparency has nothing
glaffy init. All that ismade with this parteis egfily
turned, fo that it is vifible the workman'shand is
glided over it, as over afinefmooth clay. Thereis
an infinite variety of this fort of china, both as to
form, colouring, workmanfhip, and price.

A FIFTH fore is what we call chinefe japan, be-
caufe it unites the ornaments of the porcelain which
is thought to come from Japan with thofe that are
more in the Chinefe tafte. Among this kind of
porcelain, there is fome that is ornamented with a
very fineblue, with whitefcrolls. Theglazing of
this kind is remarkable for being a true white ena
mel, whereas that of the other forts is half trans-
parent; for the Chinefe glazing is never entirely fo.

T HE colours in genera are laid on in the fame
manner, both on the true china and the imitations
of it. The firft and mort lading of them is the
blue that is extrafted from fmalt, which is nothing
more than the calx of cobalt. This colour is com-
monly laid on before the pieces are either glazed

or
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BOQOK or baked, fo that the glazing that is put on after-
V. .

. , wards ferves as a diflblvent. Al the other colours,
and even the blue that enters into the compofition
on the pallet, are laid on over the glazing, and
muft firft be mixed up and ground with a faline
fubftance or calx of lead, that favours their ingrefs
into the gla2ing. It is a pretty common thing for
the Chinefe to colour the whole of the glazing;
the colour is then laid on neither above nor below
it, but isincorporated intothe glazingitfelf. Some
very extraordinary fanciful ornaments are made in
this manner. In whatever way the colours are ap-
plied, rhey are-commonly extrafted from cobalt,
gold, iron, mineral earths, and copper. That
which is extracted from copper is a very delicate
colour, and requires great care in the preparation.

ALL the forts of porcelain we have defcrihed
-ae made at King-to-chin, an immenfe town in
the province of Kiamfi. This manufatture cm-
ploys five -hundred furnaces and a million of men.
It has been attempted to be made at Pekin and
other places of the empire; but it has not fuc-
cceded anywhere, though the fame workmen have
been employed, and the fame materials made ufe
of; io that this branch of induftry isentirely given
up, except in the neighbourhood of .Canton,
where'the fort of porcelain is made that is known
amonglt us by the name of India china. The
pafle islong and yielding ; but in general the co-
lours, efpccially the blue, and the red of mars,
are far inferior to what comes from Japan and the
interior parts of Chins, All the colours, except

the
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the blue, ftand up in lump9, and are very badly BOVOK
laid on. Thisis the only china that has purple, (g
which has given rife to that abfurd notion of its

being painted in Holland. M od of the cups, and

plates, and other veffels, our merchants bring

home, are of this manufacture, which idefs cftcemed

in Chinathan our delft is in Europe.

ATTEMPTS have been made to introduce this art
into Europe. It has fucceeded belt in Saxony.
The porcelain that comes from this country is'real
porcelain, and probably made with very fimple
materials, though prepared and mixed with more
art than in Afia. This curious preparation, to-
gether with the fcarcity of the materias, is no
doubt what makes the Drefden porcelain fo dear.
As there is but one fort of parte that comes from
that manufacture, it has been furmifed, and not
without fome degree of probability, that the Sax-
ons were only in poffeffion of their own fecret, and
by no means of the art of making china. Wha,;
feems to confirm this fufpicion is the great affinity
between the Saxon and other German porcelain,
which feems to be made upon the fame principle.

HOWEVER this be, it is certain no porcelain is
higher glazed, fmoother, better fhaped, more pleaf-
ing to the eye, or more folid and durable. It will
refitft a fierce fire much longer than many of the
forts made in China. The colours are finely dif-
pofed, and executed in a mafterly manner; none
are fowell adapted to the glazing ; they areblend-
ed with great exactnefs; they are bright, without

: being
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EOOK  Count Lauragais ; but thisis a circumftance of fo

.__\,{;__, little confequence, that it fcarce deferves attention.
Porcelain is not intended to return into the furnace
when once it istaken out, nor is it defigned tobear
the aftion of an intenfe fire.

IT isin point of folidity that the foreign porce-
lain truly excels that of Europe; it is by the pro-
perty it has of heating quicker and withlefs rifque,
and of bearing, without danger of being broken,
the fudden effeft of cold or boiling hot water ; by
the facility with which it is moulded and baked,
which is an ineftimable advantage, as pieces of all
iizes can be made with great eafe, as it can be baked
without any rifque, befold at a lower price, be of
more general ufe, and confequently become the
objeft of a more extenfive trade.

ANOTHER great advantage of the India porcelain
is, that the fame parte is very ufeful for making cru-
cibles, and avariety of fuch vefTds which are con-
ftantly ufed in the other arts. They not only hear the
fire for alonger time, but communicate nothing of
their fubftance to what is melted in them. This fub-
fiance is Ib pure, white, compaft, and hard, that it
will feare melt at all, and acquires no kind of tinge.

FRANCE is a the eve of enjoying all thefe ad-
vantages. It is certain that Count Lauragais, who
has long been in fearch of the fecret of the Chi-
nefe, has at laft made fome china that is very like
it. His materials have the fame properties, and
if they are not exactly the fame, at lead they are
a fpecies of the fame kind. Like the Chinefe, he
.can make his pafte long or fhort, and follow ei-

X ther
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ther his own or fome other procefs. His porcelain BO QK
is not inferior to that of the Chinefe in PoiNt Of Sy
pliablenefs, and is fuperior to it in point of glar-

ing; perhaps too in the facility with which it takes

the colours. If it can be improved to fuch a de-

gree as to have as fine and as white a grain, wc

may difpenfe with the porcdain of China. But

we cannot fo well do without their filk.

T H E annals of thisempire afcribe the difcovery ;?;ai::'
of filk to one of the wives of the emperor Hoangti. buy filks
The empreffes amufed themfeves with breeding up ™® “hin%
filk-worms, drawing thefilk, and working it. Itis
even faid, that to the interior part of the palace
there was a piece of ground fet apart for the cul-
ture of mulberry-trees. The emprefs, attended
by the chief ladies of her court, went in perfoa
and gathered the leaves of fome of the branches
that were brought down fo as to be within her
reach. So prudent an inftance of policy promoted
this branch of induftry to fuch a degree, that the
Chinefe, who before wer e onlycloathedinikins, foon
appeared drefled in filk. The filks, that were now
grown very common, were foon brought to great
perfeftion. The Chinefe were indebted for this laffc
advantage to the writings of fome ingenious men,
and even of fome minifters, who did not think it
beneath them to attend to this new art. Ali China
lear nt from their theory every thing belongingtoit.

T H E art of breeding up filk-worms, and of fpin-
ning and weaving ther filk, extended from China
to India and Perlia, where it made no very rapid
progrefs, if it had, Rome would not, at the end

voL.ll. T of
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BQOK of the third century, have given a pound of gold
w.\(— for a pound of filk. Greece having adopted this

art in the eighth century, filks became alittle more
known, but did not grow common. They were long
confidered as an article of luxury, and referved for
perfons in the moft eminent ftations, and for the
greateft folemnities. At laft Roger, king of dicily,
fent for manufacturers from Athens; and the cul-
ture of the mulberry-tree foon paifed from that
ifland to the neighbouring continent. Other coun-
tries in Europe wiflied to partake of an advantage
from which Italy derived fo much wealthj and after
fome fruitlefs attempts they attained it. However,
from the nature of the climate, or fome other caufe,
it has not equally fucceeded in every place.

THETilks of Naples, Sicily, and Reggio, whe-

ther in organzin or in tram, are all ordinary lilks;
but they are ufeful, and even neceffary for bro-
cades, for embroidery, and for all works that re-
quire ftrong filk.
"~ THE other Italian filks, thofe of Novi, Venice,
Tufcany, Milan, Montferrat, Bergamo, and Pied-
mont, are ufed in organzin for the warp, though
they are not al equaly fine and good. The
Bolognafilkswere for along time preferred to any
other. But fince thofe of Piedmont have been im-
proved, they juflly claim the preference, asbeipg
the fmootheft, the fineft, and the'lighteft. Thofe
of Bergamo come neareft to them.

THOUGH the Spanifh filks in general are Very
fine, thofe of Valencia'are by far the beft. They
are all fit for any fort of manufafture; the only

fault
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fault they have, is being rather too oily, whichisa BOZK

great detriment to the dye.

THE French filks excell moft others in Europe,
and are inferior to none but thofe of Piedmont and
Bergartio in point of lightnefs. Befides, they are
brighter coloured than thofe of Piedmont; and
more even and fttonger than thofe of Bergamo.
Some years ago, France produced fix thoufand
quintals of filk, which fold from fifteen to twenty-
one livres* a pound, confiding of fourteen ounces.
At an average of eighteen livres T, it produced an
income of ten millionsJ. When the new planta-
tions are improved fo much as to produce what is
expected from them, France will be edfed of the
Aim fhe pays to foreign powers for this article,
which is ftill a confiderable one.

T H E variety of filk produced in Europe has not
yet enabled us to difpenfe with that of the Chinefe.
Though in general it is uneven and heavy, it willi
aways be in requeft for its whitenefs. It is gene~
rally thought to derive this advantage from nature;
but it is more probable, that, when the Chinefe
draw the filk, they put fome ingredient into the
bafon, that has the property of expelling all hete-
rogeneous fubftances, or at lead the coarfeft parts
of them. The little wafte there is in this filfc
compared to any other, when it is boiled for dying,
feems to give great weight to this conjefture.

HOWEVER this be, the Chinefe filk is fo far
fuperior to any other in whitenefs, that it is the
only one which can be ufed for blondes and ‘gaLizes:
* From about 13s to aboutl 18s 6d. t 15s 9d. ' t 437,500%

T2 all
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BOVOK all our endeavours to fubftitute our own in the

Aemm—s DIONde manufactures have been fruitlefs, whether
we have made ufe of prepared or unprepared filk.
The attempts in gauze have not been quite fo un-
fuccefsful. Thewhiteft French and Italian filks have
been tried, and feemed to anfwer tolerably well; but
neither the colour nor the dreffing were fo perfeft
as in the gauzes made with the Chinefe filk.

IN the laft: century, the Europeans imported
very little filk from China. The French filk fuo
ceeded very well for black and coloured gauze,
and for cat-gut that was then in fafhion. The tafte,
that has prevailed thefe forty years paft, and more
efpecidly the laft twenty-five, for white gauzes and
blondes, has gradually increafed the demand for
this production of the Eaft. Of late it has amounted
to eighty thoufand weight a-year, of which France
has always taken near three-fourths. This impor-
tation has increafed to fuch a degree, that in 1766
the Engltfh aone imported a hundred and four
thoufand weight: as it could not be all confumed
in gauze and blonde, the manufafturers have ufed
it for tabbies and hofe. The (lockings made of this
filk are of a beautiful white that never changes,
but are not near fo fine as others.

BESIDES this filk, fo remarkable for its white-
nefs, which comes chiefly from the province of
Tche-Kiang, and is known in Europe by the
name of Nanking-filk, which is the place where
mod of it is prepared, China produces ordinary
filks, which we call Canton. As thefe are only fit
for fome kinds of tram, and are as dear as our

own,
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own, which anfwer the fame purpofe, very few BOOK.
areimported. What theEnglifh and Dutch bring __ .
home does not exceed five or fix thoufand pieces.

The manufactured filks are a much more confider-

able article.

T H E Chinefe are not lefs ingenious in weaving
their filksthan in preparing them. This does not
extend to thofe that are mixed with gold and
filver. Their manufacturers have never known
how to draw out thefe metals into thread, and
the whole of their art confifts in rolling their
filks upon gilt paper, or putting the paper upon
them after they are woven. Both methods are
equally bad.

THOUGH, in general, men are more apt to be
pleafed with novety than with true excellence,
yet the Europeans have never been tempted to
buy thefe fluffs. They have been equally difgufted
at the aukwar dnefs of the patterns, which exhibit no-
thing but diftorted figures, and unmeaning groupes,
they difcover no tafte in the difpofition of the lights
and fhades, nor any of that degance and edfe that .
appears in the works of our good artifts. There :
is a ftiffnefsand a want of freedom in all they do,
that is difpleafing to perfons of any tafte; all fa- -
vours of their particular turn of mind, which is -
cleftitute of vivacity and elevation.

T H E only thing that makes us overlook the de-
fers in thofe works that reprefent flowers, birds,
or trees, is, that none of thofe objects are raifed.
Thefigures are painted upon the filk itfelf with

indelible colours; and yet the deception is fo per-
T3 fect,
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faft, that all thefe objects appear to be brocaded

L-\'/v.-"-" or embroidered.

The Eu-
ropeans
buy lac-
quced
ware, and
paper, in
China.

As for their plain filks, they want no recom-
mendation, for they are perfect in their kind ; and
fo are their colours, efpecialy the green and the
red. The vvhre of their damafks has fomething
extremely pleafing. The Chinefe make ihem only
with the filk of Tche-Kiang.  They thoroughly
boil the warp, as we do, but only half-boil the
woof. This method gives the damafk more fub-
ftance and ftifnefs. It has a reddifh cad without
being yellow, which is very pleafing, and has not
that glare that dazzles the fight. This agreeable
white is likewife obferved in the Chinefe varnilh.

THIs varnifh is a kind of liquid gum, of a
reddifh colour. The Japan varnith is preferable
to that of 1 onquin and Siam, and thefe are much
better than that of Cambodia. The Chinefe buy
it at all thefe markets, becaufe from their pro-
vinces they cannot procure a fufficient quantity
for their own confumption. The tree that yields

the gum from which the vamijfh is made is called

Tfi-chu, and refembles the afh, both in the bark
and the leaf. It never grows above fifteen feet,
and the dem commonly meafures two feet and a
half in circumference. It bears neither flowers
nor fruit, but is propagated in the following
manner.

IN the fpring, when the fap of the Tfi-chu
begins to form, the ftrongeft fhoot that grows out
of the ftem is chofen, and covered all over with
yellow earth; then it is wrapped round with a

3 mat,
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mat, to. proteft it from the effeft of the air. |If BO\?K
the fprig'foon takes root, it is cut and planted in N
autumn; but if it proves backward, this is de-

ferred to another opportunity. At whatever fea

fon it is done, the young plant mutl be pre-

ferved from the ants, which is eFeded by filling

the hole with ahes.

THE Tfi-chu yields no varnifli till it is feven or
eight years old, and then only in fummer. It
diitils from incifions mede at different diftances in
the bark, and is received in a fhell fixed at each
incifion. It is reckoned a good produce, when
twenty pounds of varnifh are collected in one nigHt
out of athoufand trees. This gum is fo noxious,
that thofe who ufe it are obliged to take conflant
precautions to guard againft its malignancy. The
artifts rub their hands and faces with rape oil be-
fore they begin, and &fter they have done their
work, and wear a maik, gloves, boots, and a
breaft plate.

THERE ae two ways of ufing the varnifh. The
firfl is to rub the wood with a particular fort of
oil ufed in China; and as foon as itis dry, the van-
nifh is laid on. It is fo tranfparent, that the veins
of the wood appear tinged through it, ifit is laid
on but two or three times. If it is repeatedly laid,
on, it may be brought to fhine like a looking-
glafs. The other way is more complicated. A
kind of pafte-board is glued by the help of maf-
tick over the wood. On this fmooth and folid
ground are fpread feveral layers of varnifh. It
muft be neither too thick nor too liquid; and in

T4 ' this
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this juft medium the M1 of the artift principally

b CONAfiftS.

WHICHEVER way the varnifh is laid on, it effec-
tually preferves the wood from decaying. The
Worm can fcarce penetrate it, and the damp does
not affedt it in the lead; and with a little care this
varnifh leaves no fmell behind. ' '

THIS varnifh is as pleafipg to the eye as it is
durable. It may be applied on gold and filver,
and mixed with all forts of colours. Upon it are
painted figures, landfcapes, palm hunting par-
ties, and battles. In fhort, it would not bp deficient
in any refpect, if it were not generally fpoiled by
the badnefs of the Chinefe drawing.

NOTWITHSTANDING this defeft, the making of
thiswarerequiresmuch painsand conftant attention.
Thevarnifh muft be{aid on nineor ten timesat leaft,
and cannat befpread too thin. Theremuft bea fuf-
ficint time allowed between the application of eady
Jayer, that it may be fuffered todry. A longer time
{till muft be allowed between the laft layer and the.
polifliing, painting, and gilding. A whole fummer,
is hardly fufficient for all this proce‘sat Nanking,
from whence the court and the chief dities of the
empire are fupplied. It iscarried on with greater
expedition at Canton. As there is a great demand
of this warefor Europe, and as the Europeans will
haveit made according to their own plan, and will
allow but a fhort time to complete it, it is ufu-
ally finifhed in too great hafte. Theartift, not having
time to give the neceflary degree of perfection to
his work, is fatisfied if he can but make it pleafing

' c " to
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to the eye.  The Chinefe manufacture’ of paper is
not liable to the fame imperfections.

ORIGINALLY the Chinefe wrote with a fteel
bodkin upon wooden tablets, which, being fattened
together, made avoluipe. They afterwardstraced
their dmracters upon pieces of filk or linen, cpt to
any length or breadth. At |aft, about fixteen hun-
dred years ago, they found out the fecret of making
paper.

IT is generally imagined that this paper is made

with filk; but whoever is acquainted with the

praftice of the art mud know, that filk can never
befo d|V|ded as to bewrought into a pafte of equal
confidence.  The beft Chingfe paper is made with
cotton, and Would be equal, if not preferable to
ours, if it were as durable.

T H E ordinary paper, which is not intended for
writing, is made of the firft or fecond bark of the
jnulberry-tree, the eim, the cotton-tree, but chiefly
of the bamboo. Thefe fubftances, after they are
become rotten by foaking in muddy water, are bu-
ried in lime ; then bleached in the fun, and boiled
in coppers to a fluid pafte, which is fpread upon
turdles, and hardens into fheets, that meafure ten
or twelve feet, or more. This is the paper ufed by
the Chinefe for furniture. It has a very pleafing
dFet from theJuftre they give it, and from the
variety of fhapes into which they form it.

" THOUGH this paper is apt to crack, to be in-
jured by damps, and to be worm-eaten, it is be-
come an article of trade. Europe has borrowed from
Afla the idea of furnlfhlng clofets and maklng

foreens
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fcreens with it; but that tafie begins to decline.
The Chinefe paper is aready difcarded for that of
the. Eoglifh, the ufe of which will certainly be con-
tinued when it has attained agreater degree of per-
fection. The French begin to imitate thisnovelty;
and in all probability it will be univerfally adopted.

BESIDES the articles already mentioned, the Eu-
ropeans bring from China ink, camphire, borax,
rhubarb, gum-lac, and rattans, a kind of cane that
ferves to make elbow-chairs; and formerly they
brought gold from thence.

IN Europe a mark of gold isworth about four-
teen marks and a half of filver. If there were a
country in which it was worth twenty, our mer-
chants would carry gold thither to change it for
filver. They would bring us back that filver, to
receive gold in exchange, which they would again
carry abroad for the fame purpofe. This trade
would be continued in this manner till the relative
vaue of the two metals came to be much the fame
in both countries. It was upon this principle, that
for along time filver was fent to China, to be bar-
tered for gold ; by which traffic a profit of 45 per
cent, was made. It was never carried on by the
charter companies;, becaufe the profit they made
upon it, however confiderable it may appear,
was yet much inferior to that obtained upon their
own merchandifc. Their ageuts, who were not
jndulged in chufing what trade they pleafed, at-
tended to thefe fpeculations for their own advaq.
tage. They purfued this branch of commerce
with fo much afliduity, that in a fcort time the re-

' turns
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turns were not fufficient to induce them to continue BOQK.
it. Gold is of greater or lefs value at Canton, aC-  ‘mpmmet
cording to the fcafon of the year; its value is higher
from the beginning of February to the end of May
than through the reft of the year, when the har-
bour is full of foreign (hips. Yet in the moft fa-
vourable feafon no more than eighteen per cent,
isto be made of it, which is not a fufficient in-
ducement for any one to undertake it. The only
agents, who have not been fufferers by the ceffa
tion of thistrade, are thofe of the French com-
pany, who were never alowed to be concerned in
it. The directors referved that profit for them-
felves. Many attempted it; but Caftanier was
the only one who carried on the trade with abili-
ties and fuccefs. He fent goods to Mexico ; thefe
were fold for piaftres, which were earned to Aca-
pulco, then to the Philippines, and from thence
to China, where they were bartered for gold. That
able man by this judicious circulation had opened
atrack, which it is furprifing that no one hes fince
purfued.

A L L the European nations, which fail beyond
the Cape of Good Hope, go as far as China. The
Portuguefe were the firft who landed there. The
Chinefe gave them the town of Macao, which was
built upon a barren and rugged fpot, on the point
of alittleifland at the mouth of the river Canton,
and with it a territory of about three miJes in cir-
cumference. They obtained the freedom of the
harbour, which is too narrow, but fafe and com-

modious,
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BOQ K" modious, upon the condition of paying to the em-

Y~ Pire al the duties to be levied on the fhips that
fliould come i n; and they purchafed the liberty of
building fortifications, by engaging to pay ayearly
tribute of 37,500 livres*. Aslong as the court
of Lifbon maintained the fovereignty of the Indian
feas, this place wes a fanous mart. It declined
in proportion to the power of the Portuguefe, and
gradually came to nothing. Macao has no longer
any connexion with the mother country, and fits
out no more than three fmal veffds, one for
Timor, ad two for Goa.  Till 1744, the remans
of that once flourithing fettlement ftill enjoyed
fome kind of independence.  The murder of a
Chinefe determined the viceroy of Canton to apply
to his court for a magidrate to inftruft and govern
the barbarians of Macao; thefe were the words
of his petition. The court fent aMandarin, who
took poffeffion of the town in the name of his
mafter. He foorned to live among foreigners, who
ae dways held in great contempt, and fixed
his refidence at the diftance of aleague from the
town.

THE Dutch met with worfe contempt about a
century ago.  Thofe republicans, who, notwith-
ftanding the fuperiority they had ganed in the
Afiatic fees had been excluded from China by
the intrigues of the Portuguefe, at laft got accefs
tto the ports of that empire.  Not content with the
yorecarious footing they had obtained there, they

* 16400 12s. 6d.
attempted
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attempted tocrect a fort near Hoaungpon, under BQOK’
pretence of building a warehoufe. It is faid, theil s
defign was to make themfelves mafters of the navi-
gation of the Tigris, and to give law both to the
Chinefe and to foreigners who were defirous of
trading to Canton. Their viewswer e difcovered too
foon for their intereft. They were all maffacred;
and it was a great while before any of their nation
could venture to appear again upon the coafts of
China. They werefeen there again about the year
1730. Thefirft ihips that arrived there camefrom
Java. They brought various commodities of the
growth of Indiain general, and of their own colo-
nies in particular, and bartered them for thofe of
the country. The commanders of thefe veffds,
wholly intent upon pleafing thecouncil of Batavia,
from which they immediately received their or-
ders, and expected their promotion, had nothing in
view but to difpofe of the merchandife they were
intruded with, without attending to the quality of
that they received in return. The company foon
found, that in confequence of this proceeding they
never could fupport themfeves againft their com-
petitors. This confideration determined them to
fend fhipsdireftly from Europewith money. They
touch at Batavia, where they takein fuch commo-
dities of thecountry as arefit for China, and return
directly into our latitudes, with much better ladings
than formerly, but not fo good as thofe of the
Englifh.
OF all the nations that have traded to China,
the Englifh have been the moft conitant. They
had
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had a factory in the ifland of Chufan, at the time
when affars were chiefly tranfafted at Emouy.
When it was removed to Canton, this faftory ftill
continued as before.  As their company were re-
quired to export woollen cloths, they determined
to keep agents conftantly at this place to difpofe
of them*  This cuftom of the Englilh, joined to
the great demand for teain their fettlements, made
them, towards the end of the laft century, tnaf-
ters of amoft all the tirade carried on between
China and Europe. The heavy duties, laid by the
Britllh government on that foreign production, at
laft made other nations, and France in particular,
fenfible of the advantages of this commerce.
FRANCE had formerly a particular company for
the trade of Chinain .1660. A rich merchant of
Rouen, named Fermanel, wes at the head of the
Undertaking. He had computed that it could not
be Well carried on with lefs than a capital df
220,00 livres*, and the fubferiptions amounting
only to 140,000 , occafioned the ill fuccefs of the
Voyage. The avrrfion, naturally entertained for a
people who believed that foreigners came among
them for no other purpofe than to corrupt their
morals, and to deprive them of their liberty, was
Confiderably iftcreafed by the lofffes that were fuf-
taitied. Invain, towards the year 1685, did the
Chiriefe alter their opinion, and confequently their
behaviour.  The French feldom frequent their
ports. The new fociety formed in 1698, was not

96251 t 16,125!.
more
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more active than the former; nor did they fucceed 30\}0&
in this trade, till it came to be united with that Of e et
India, and equally divided.

T H E Danes and the Swedes began to frequent
the ports of China about the fametime, and have
acted upon the fame principle as the French. The
Embden company would probably have adopted it
likewife, had it fubfifted long enough.

THE annual purchafes made by the Europeans i‘t’“fn'gfﬂ_
in China, if we compute them by thofe of the chafesby
year 1766, amount to 26,754,494 livres* 5 this [ =4
fum, above four-fifths of which is laid out on China
the fingle article of tea, has been paid in piaftres,
or in goods carried by twenty-three (hips. Swe-
den has furnifhed 1,935,168 livres T in money,
and 427,500 % in tin, lead, and other commo-
dities. Denmark, 2,161,630 livres 8 in money,
and 231,000 iniron, lead, and gun-flints. France,
4,000,000 ** in money, and 4.00,000 tT in
drapery. Holland, 2,735,400 1fin money, and
44,600 88 in woollen goods, befides 4,000,150
in the produce of her colonies. Great Britain,
5,443,566 livres *** in money, 2,000,475t1tin
woollen cloths, and 3,375,000 $$% in various arti-
clesfrom different parts of India. All thefe fums
together amount to 26,754,494 livres§88. We.
do not include in this calculation 10,000,000

* About 1,170,500l + 84,663l 125 I 18,5031 2% 64,
§ 94571165, 3d. k 10,1061, gs. ¥ 175,000k
44 17,500l 1T reeb9sh 1gs, &§ 1951l 55

B2 17¢,006L 115, 3d.  F¥F About 238,000l. 14 Above 85,5081
11t Above 147,600l 8§45 About 1,170,500l {§] 437,500l

R
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BO\PK in fpecie, which the Englifh have carried over and
‘— s above what we have mentioned, becaufe they were
deftined to pay off the debts that nation had con-
tracted, or to lay in aflock to trade upon the in-
tervals between the voyages
&'Eign_ IT isnot eafy to conjecture what this trade will:
cening  hereafter be. Though the Chinefe are fo fond of
w;ggtf“{ﬁe money, they feem more inclined to I hut their ports
tErl?ggpcgin againft the Europeans, than to encourage them to
China. enlargetheir trade. Asthefpirit of the Tartarshas
fubfided, and the conquerors have imbibed the
maxims of the vanquifhed nation, they have
adopted their prgudices, and in particular their
averfion and contempt of foreigners. They have
difcovered thefe difpafitions, by the humiliating
hardfhips they have impofed upon them, after hav-
ing treated them with great refpefl. Thetran-
fition is but fhort from this precarious fituation to a
total expulfion. It may not be far off; and this is
the more likely, as there is an active nation who,
perhaps, isfecretly contrivingto efect it.
- THE Dutch are not ignorant that all Europe
is grown very fond of feveral Chinefe produce
tions. They may readily fuppofe, that the im-
poffibility of procuring them from the firft hand
would not hinder the confumption. If all Eu-
Topeans were excluded from China, the natives
would export their own commodities As their
Slipping is not fit for a long navigation, they
would be under a neceffity of carrying them to
Java or to the Philippines, and then we muft buy

5 them
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-them of one of the two nations, to whom thefe co-
lonies belong. The competition of the Spaniards
Is fo inconfiderable, that the Dutch might be cer-
tain of engroffing the whole trade. It is hardly pof-
fible to fufpeft thefe republicans of any thing fo
bafe* but it iswell known they have been guilty
of greater villanies for interefts of lefs confequence.

If the ports of China were once (hut, it is pro-
bable they would be fo for ever. The obftinacy
of that nation would never fuffer them to retraft,
and there is no appearance that they could be com-
pelled to it. What meafures could be taken againft
a ftate at the diftance of eight thoufand leagues?
No government can be fo abfurd as to imagine,
that men, after the fatigues of fo long avoyage,
would venture to attempt conquefts in a country
defended by fuch a number of people, however
deftitute of courage this nation, which has never
tried its ftrength againft the Europeans, may be
fuppofed to be. The only way inwhich we could
diftrefs thefe people, would be by intercepting
their navigation, which is an object they pay little
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attention to, as it neither afects their fubfiftence .

nor their conveniences.

EVEN this fruitlefs revenge Would be practi-
cable but for a fhort time. The fhips employed
in this piratical cruife would be driven from thofe
latitudes one part of the year by the monfoons,
and the other part by theftormsthey call typhons,
which are peculiar to the fess of China.

HAVING thus explained the manner in which

the Europeans have hitherto carried on the Eaft
VOL.II. U India
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India trade, it will not be improper to examine
three queftions, which naturally arife upon the fub-
jeft, and have not yet been decided, 1. Whether
it is advifeable to continue that trade. 2. Whe-
ther large fettlements are neceffary to carry it on
with fuccefs. 3. Whether it ought to be left in
the hands of charter companies. We ihall difcufs
thefe points with impartiality, as we have no other
concern in the caufe, but the intereft of mankind.
WHOEVER confiders Europe as forming but
one body, the members of which are united in
one common intereft, or at leaft in the fame
kind of intereft, will not hefitate to pronounce,
whether her connections with Afia are advan-
tageous or not. The India trade evidently en-
larges the circle of our enjoyments. It procures
us wholefome and agreeable liquors, conveniences
of a more refined nature, more fplendid furni-
ture, fome new pleafures, and a more comforta-
ble exiftence. Such powerful incentives have had
the fame influence upon thofe nations, who, from
their fituation, aftivity, good fortune in making
difcoveries, and boldnefs in enterprizes, can pro-
cure thefe enjoyments for themfelves at their very
fource; as upon thofe who are unable to ac-
quire them, unlefs through the channel of the
maritime dates, whofe navigation enabled them
to difperfe the fuperfluities of their enjoyments
over the whole continent. The Europeans have
been fo eager in their purfuit after thefe foreign
luxuries, that neither the higheft duties, the ftric-
teft prohibitions, nor the fevereft penalties, have
2 - been
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been able to reftrain it.  Every govefnment, after BQOK
having in vain tried to fubdue this iNCIiNGLION, \mvmymmdt
which only increafed by oppofition, has been
forced at laft to yield to it; though genera pre-
judices, which were ftrengthened by time and
cuftom, mede them confider this compliance as
detrimental to the flability of the common good.

BUT the time was come, when it became ne-
ceffary to remove the reftraints. Can it be a
matter of doubt, whether it is beneficial to add
the enjoyments of foreign climates to thofe of our
own? Univerfal fociety exifts as well for the com-
mon intereft of the whole, as by the mutual inte-
reft of al theindividuals that compofe it, An in-
credgfe of felicity muft, therefore, refult from a ge-
neral intercourfe. Commerce is the exercife of that
valuable liberty, to which nature has invited all
men; which is the fource of their happinefs, and
indeed of their virtues. We may even venture to
affert, that men are never fo truly fenfible of their
freedom as they are in a commercia intercourfe;
nor is any thing fo conducive to it as commercia
laws: and one particular advantage derived from
this circumftance is, that as trade produces liberty,
fo it contributes to preferve it.

WE muft be but little acquainted with man, if
we imagine that, in order to make him happy, he
muft be debarred from enjoyments. We grant,
that the being accuftomed to want the conveniences
of life leffens the fum of our misfortunes, but by
diminifhing our pleafures in a greater proportion
than our pains, we are rather brought to a ftate

U2 ) of
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of infenfibility than of happinefs. If nature has
given man a heart fufceptible of tender impreffions;
if his imagination is for ever involuntarily era
ployed in fearch of ideal and delufive objects of
happinefs; it is fit that his reftlefs mind fhould
have an infinite variety of enjoyments to purfue.
But let reafon teach him to be fatisfied with fuch
things as he can enjoy, and not to be anxious for
thofe that are out of his reach; thisis true wifdom.
But to require, that reafou fhould make us volun-
tarily rejeft what it is in our power to add to our
prefent happinefs, is to contradict nature, and to
fubvert the firft principles of fociety.

How fhall we perfuade man to be content with
the few indulgences that moralifts think proper to
alow him? How fhall we afcertain the limits of
what is neceifary, which varies according to his
fituation in life, his attainments, and his’defires ?
No fooner had his induftry facilitated the means of
procuring a fubfiftence, than the leifure he gained
by this was employed in extending the limits of
his faculties, and the circle of his pleafures. Hence
arofe all his factitious wants. The difcovery of a
new fpecies of fenfations excited a defire of pre-
ferving them, and a propenfity to find out others.
The perfection of one art introduced the know-
ledge of fevera others. The fuccefs of a war, oc-
cafioned by hunger or revenge, fuggefted the
notion of conqueft. Navigation put men under a
neceffity of deftroying one another, or of forming
a genera union. Commercial treaties between
nations parted by the feas, and focial compects

" between
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between men difperfed upon the earth, bore an BOOK
exact refemblance to eath other. Thefe feveral re- h..,-..a
lations began by contefts, and ended by aflbciations.

War and navigation have occafioned a mutual com-
munication between different people and different
cblonies. Hence men became connectted with each

Other by dependence or intercourfe. The refute of

all nations, mixing together during the ravages of

war, are Improved and polifhed by commerce;

the intent of which is, that all nationsfhould con-

fider themfelves as one great fociety, whofe mem-

bers have all an equal right to partake of the con-
veniences of the reft. Commerce, in its object

and in the means employed to carry it on, fup-

pofes an inclination and a liberty between all na-

tions to make every exchange that can contribute

to their mutual fatisfaction. The inclination and

the liberty of procuring enjoyments are the only

two fprings of induftry, and the only two princi-

ples of foetal intercourfe among men.

THOSE who cenfure the trade of Europe with
India, have only the following rcafons to alledge
againft an univerfal and free intercourfe; that it is
attended with a'confidcrablc lofs of men; that it
checks the progrefs of our induftry; and that it
leffens our ftock of money. Thefe objections are
gafily obviated.

As long as every man fhall be at liberty to
chufe a profeflion, and to employ his abilities in
any manner moft agreeable to himfelf, we need
not be folicitous about his deftiny. As in a ftate
of freedom every thing has its proper value, no

U 3 man
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B OOK man will expofe himfelf to any danger, without

i—..,,.._.w expefling an equivalent. In a well-regulated fo-
ciety, every individual is at liberty to dowhat is
moft conformable to hisinclination and his intereft,
provided it is not inconfiftent with the properties
and liberties of others. A law, that fhould pro-
hibit every trade in which a man might endanger
his life, would condemn a great part of mankind
to ftarve, and would deprive fociety of numberlefs
advantages. We need not pafs the Line to carry
on a dangerous trade; fince, even in Europe, we
may find many occupations far more deftructive to
the human race than the navigation to India. If
the perils attending feavoyages deftroy fome of
our men, let us only give due encouragement to
the culture of our lands, and our population will
be fo much incrcafed, that wefhall be better able
to fpare thofe felf-devdted victims who are fwal-
lowed up by the fea. To this we may add, that
moft of thofe who perifhin long voyages are loft
through accidental caufes, which might eafily be
prevented by more wholefome diet and a more re-
gular life. But if men will add, to the vices prevalent
in their own climate, and to the corruption of their
own manners, thofe of the countries where they
land, it is no wonder if they cannot refill thefe
united principles of deftruction.

EVEN fuppofing that the India trade fhould coft
Europe as many men as it is faid to do, are we
certain that this lofs is not compenfated by the
labours to which that trade gives rife, and which
encourage and incresfe our population ? Would

not
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not the men, difperfed upon the feveral fhips con-
tinually failing in thefe latitudes, occupy a place
upon land which is now left vacant for others? If
we confider attentively the number of people con-
tained in the fmall territories of maritime powers,
we (hall be convinced, that it is not the navigation
to Afia, nor even navigation in general, that is
detrimental to the population of Europe: but, on
the contrary, navigation aone may, perhaps, ba
lance all the caufes that tend to the deftruction and
decreafe of mankind. Let us now endeavour to
remove the fears of thofe who apprehend that the
India trade leffens the number of our manufacto-

ries at home, and the profits arifing from them.
ADMITTING it true, that it had put aflop to
fome of our labours, it has given rife to many more.
It has introduced into our colonies the culture of
fugar, coffee, and indigo. Many of our manu-
factures are fupported by India filk and cotton.
If Saxony and other countries in Europe make
very fine china ; if Valencia manufactures Pekins
fuperior to thofe of China; if Switzerland imitates
the mufiins and worked calicoes of Bengal; if
England and France print linens with great ele-
gance ; if fo many fluffs, formerly unknown in
our climates, now employ our bed artifts;, are we

not indebted to India for all thefe advantages?
LET us proceed further, and fuppofe that we
are not indebted to Afia for any of our improve-
ments the confumptioii we make of its commodi-
ties cannot therefore be detrimental to our induftry;
for we pay for them with the produce of our own
U4 manufactures
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manufactures exported to America. | fell a hun-
dred livres worth of linen to the Spaniard, and fend
that money to the Eaft Indies. Another fends the
fame quantity of the linen itfelf. We both bring
home tea. In fact, we are both doing the fame
thing; we are changing a hundred livres worth of
linen into tea: the only difference is, that the one
does it by two tranfaftions, and the other by a.
fingle one. Suppofe the Spaniard, inftead of giving
me money, had given me goods that were faleable
in India, | fhould ; of have hindered our artificers
by carrying them thither. Is it not the very fame
thing as if 1 had carried our own produce thither?
| fail from Europe with the manufactures of my
own country; | go to the South Sea, and ex-
change them for piaftres; | carry thofe piaftresta
India, and bring home things that are either ufe-
ful or agneable. Have | been the means of re-
{training the induftry of my country? Far from it;
| have extended the confumption of its produce,
und multiplied the enjoyments of my countrymen.
But what m'fleads the oppofers of the India trade
is, that the piaftres are brought over to Europe
before they are carried to Afia. And, laftly, whe-
ther the money is or is not employed as the inter-
mediate pledge of exchange, | have either directly
or indirectly made an exchange with Afia, and
bartered goods for goods, my manufaftory for
theirs, my productions for their productions.

BUT it is pbjected by fome difcontented men,
that India has at all times fwallowed up all the
treafures of the univerfe. Ever fince chance has

3 taught
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taught men the ufe of metals, fey thefe cenfurers, BOOK
they have never cegfed to fearch for them. AVarice, ‘s
eve reftlefs has not fonaken thefe barren rocks,
where nature has vilely conceded thofe infidious
treafures. Since they were taken out of the bowels
of the earrh, they have conftantly been dfffufed
upon it; and notwithftanding the extreme opulence
of the Romans, and of fome other nations, they
have disappeared from Europe, Africa, and fome
parts of Afia. India hath entirely abforbed them.
Riches are all taking the fame courfe ; paffing on
continually from weft to eaft, and never returning.
It is therefore for India that the mines of Peru
have been opened, and for the Indians that the
Europeans have been guilty of fo many crimes in
America.  Whilft the Spaniards are laviflnng the
livesof rheir flavesin Mexico, to obtainfilver out of *
the bowl s of the earth, the Banians take ftill more
pains to bury it again. If ever the wealth of Potofi
fhould be exhaufted, we muft go in fearch for it
on the coaft of Malabar where we have fent it.
When we have drained India of its pearls and
fpices, wefhall, perhaps, by force of ams recover
from them the fums thofe luxuries have coft us.
Thus fhall our cruelties and caprices remove the
gold and filver into other climes, where avarice and
fuperftitionwill again bury them under ground.
THESE complaints are not altogether groundlefs;
Even fince the reft of the world have opened a com-
munication with India, they have conftantly ex-
changed gold and filver for arts and commodities;
Nature has fupplied the Indians the few neceflaries
‘ they
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Bengal, and by difpofing of thefe empires at plea-
furc, the French and the Engl i f h have obtained the
wealth accumulated for fo many ages. It isevi-
dent that thofe fums, joined to others lefs confide-
rable, which the Europeans have acquired by their
fuperior fkill and bravery, muft have retained a
great deal of fpecie anong them, which otherwife
would have gone into Afia.

THAT rich part of the world has even reftored
to us fome of the treafure we had poured into it.
The expedition of Kouli Khan into Indiaisuniver-

+ sally known; but it is not equaly fo, that he

wrefted from the effeminate and cowardly people
of this country upwards of 2,000,000,000 * in
fpecie, or in valuable effects The emperor's pa-
lace alone contained ineftimable and innumerable
treafures. The prefence chamber was covered with
plates of gold ; the cieling was fet with diamonds*
Twelve pillars of maffivegold, adorned with pearls
and precious ftones, furrounded the throne, the
canopy of which was remarkably beautiful, and
reprefented a peacock, with wings and tail ex-
tended to overfhadow the monarch. The diamonds,
rubies, emeralds, and all the fparkling gemswhich
compofed this curious piece of workmanfhip, per-
fectly imitated the colours of this beautiful bird,
No doubt part of that wealth isreturned into India,
Much of the treafure brought to Perfia from the
conqueft of the Mogul, muft have been buried
under ground duringrtie fubfequeat wars; but the

87,500,000
feveral
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feveral branches of commerce muft certainly have BQ/OK
brought fome to Europe through fuch channels &S temmyemst
aretoo well known to make it neceffary to fpecify

them.

ADMITTING that none of thefe riches have
reached us, the opinion of thofe who condemn 'the
trade of India, becaufe it is carried on with fpecie,
will not be better fupported, which may be edfily
proyed. Gold and filver are not the produce of our
foil, but of America, and fent us in exchange for
the productions of our own country. |f Europedid
not remit them to Afia, Americawould foon be
unable to return any to Europe. The too great
plenty of it on our continent would fo reduce its
value, that the nations who bring it to us could no
longer get it from their colonies. When once an
ell of linen cloth, which is now worth twenty fols*,
rifes to a piftole t, the Spaniards cannot buy it of
us, to carry it to the country which producesfilver.
The working of their mines is expenfive. When
this expence fhall have increafed to ten-times that
fum, and the value of filver is Itill the fame, the
bufinefs of working in the mines will be more
coftly than profitable to the owners, who will con-
fequently give it up. No more gold and filver will
come from the new world to the old; and the Ame-
ricanswill be obliged to neglect their richeft mines,
as they have gradually forfaken the lefs valuable
ones. Thisevent would have taken place before, if
they had not found a way of difpofing of about
3,000,000,000% in Afia, by the Cape of Good

10d. % t 16s 9d t 131,250,020

Hope,
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BOOK Hope, or by the Philippine iflands. Thereforethis
Awmanas  Circulation of money into India, which fo many
prejudiced perfons have hitherto confidered as a
ruinous exportation, has been beneficia both to
Spain, by fupporting the only manufacture fhe has,
and to other nations, who without it could never
have difpofed of their produce, or of the fruits of
theirinduftry. Having thusjuftified theIndiatrade,
we fhall next proceed to inquire whether it has been
conducted on the principles of found policy.
Wr?emgruiifty AL L the nationsin Europe, who have failed
is neceflk-  round the Cape of Good Hope, have aimed at
et founding great empires in Afia.  The Portuguefe,
pans who led the way to thofe wealthy regions, firft fet
us the example of a boundlefs ambition. Not con-

have large
. efablith-—tent with having made themfelves matters of the

ﬂli'?f i iflands in which the choiceft produftions were to

e befound, and erefted fortrefles wherever they were

thetrade  neceffary to fecure to themfelves the navigation of
the esft, they afpired afo to the authority of giv-
ing laws to Maabar, which, being divided into
fevera petty fovereignties, that were jealous of,
or a enmity with each other, was forced to fubmit
to the yoke,

The Spaniards did not at firft fhew more mode-
ration ; even before they had complested the con-
queft of the Philippineiflands, which were to be
the centre of their power, they drove to extend
their dominion further. 1f they have not fince fub-
dued the reft of that immenfe Archipelago, or
filled all the adjacent countries with their enor-
jnities, we muft look for the caufe of their tran-

quillity
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quillity in the treafures of America, which con- BOOK
fined their purfuits, though they did not fatisfy ’
their defires.

T HE Dutch deprived the Portuguefe of their
moft congderable pofts on the continent, and drove
them out of the fpice iflands. They have pre-
ferved thofe poffeffions, and fome later acquifitions,
only by eftablifhing aform of government lefs op-
preffive than that of the nations on Whofe ruins
they wererifing.

TH E flownefs and irrefolution of the Frenchin
their proceedings prevented them for a confider-
able time from forming or executing any great
projects. As foon as they found themfelves fuf-
ficiently powerful, they availed themfelves of the
fubverfion of the power of the Mogulsto ufurp the
dominion of Coromandel. They obtained by con-
queft, or by artful negotiations, a more extenfive
territory than any European power had ever pof-
ieffed in Indoftan.

THE Englifh, moreprudent, did not attempt to
aggrandife themfelves, till they had deprived the
French of their acquifitions, and till no rival nation
could aft againft them. The certainty of having
none but the natives of the country to contend
with, determined them to attack Bengal. This was
the province of all Indiawhich afforded raoft com-
moditiesfit for the markets of Afia and Europe, and
was likely to confume moft of their manufactures:
it was afo that which their fleet could moft effec-
tually proteft, as it hath the advantage of a great
river. They have fucceeded in their plan of con-,

queft,
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BOVOK queft, and flatter themfelves they fhall long enjoy
Sowin,mw thefruitsof their victory.

THEIR fucceflés, and thofe of the French, havfe
aftonifhed all nations. It is eafy to conceive how
folitary and defenceefs iflands that have no con-
nexion with their neighbours, may have been fub-
dued. But it isvery aftonilhing, that five or fix
hundred Europeansfhould at thistime have beaten
innumerable armies of Gentiles and Mohamme-
dans, moftly fkilled in the art of war. Thefe ex-
traordinary fcenes, however, ought not to appear
furprifing to any one who confiders what has hap-
pened before.

T H E Portuguefe had no fooner appeared in the
eaft, than with a few fhips and a few foldiers they
fubverted whole kingdoms. The eftablifhment of
fomc factories, and the building of a fmall num-
ber of forts, was fufficient to enable them to crufh
the powers of India. When the Indianswereno
longer oppreffed by the firft conquerors, they were
fo by thofewho expdled and fuccesded them. The
hiftory of thefe delightful regionswas no longer the
hiftory of the natives, but that of their tyrants.

B U T what fingular men muft thefe have been,
who never could gather any improvement from
experience and adverfity; who furrendered them-
feves to their common enemy without making any
refiftance, and who never acquired fkill enough
from their continual defeats to repulfe a few ad*
venturers, caft asit were from the fea upon theif
coafts! It is a matter of doubt whether thefe men,
alternately deceived and fubdued by thofe who at-

tacked
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tacked them, were not of a different fpecies To BO\?K
refolve this problem, we need only trace thecaufes .
of this wesknefs in the Indians; and our firft in-

quiry fhall turn upon that fyftem of defpotifm Wlth

which they are opprefled.

THERE is no nation, which, as it becomes civi-
lised, does not lofe fomething of its virtue; courage;
and independence; and it is evident that the inha-
bitants of the fouth of Afia, having been firft col-
lected into focieties, mil ft have been the earlieft ex-
pofed to defpotifm. Such has been the progrefs of
all aflfociations from the beginning of the world.
Another truth; equally evident from hiftory, is, that
all arbitrary power haftens its own deftruction ; and
that revolutions will reftore liberty; fooner or later,
as they are more or lefs rapid. Indoftan is perhaps
the only country, in which the inhabitants, after
having once loft their rights, have never been able
to recover them. Tyrants have fregquently been
deftroyed; but tyranny has always fupported itfelf.

clviL flavery has been added in India to politi-
cal flavery. The Indian is not mafter of hisown life;
he knows of no law that will protect it from the
caprice of the tyrant, or the fury of his agents. He
is not mafter of his own underftanding; he is de-
barred from all ftudies that are beneficial to man-
kind, and only allowed fuch as tend to enflave him.
He is not mafter of his own field; the lands and
their produce belong to the fovereign, and the
labourer may be fatisfied if he can earn enough to
fubfift himfelf and family. He is not mafter of his
own induftry; every artift, who has had the mif-

VOL. . X fortune
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-BQOK fortune to betray fome abilities, is in danger of

\—. being doomed to ferve the monarch, his deputies,
or fome rich man who has purchafed a right to
employ him as he pleafes. He is not matter of his
own wealth: he buries hisgold under ground, to
fecure it from the rapacious hand of power; and
leaves it there at his death, abfurdly imagining it
will be of fervice to him in the next world. No
doubt this abfolute and tyrannical authority, with
which the Indian is every where opprefied, rauft
fubdue his fpirit, and render him incapable of
thofe efforts that courage requires.

THE climate of Indoftan is another impediment
to any generous exertions. The indolence it infpires
is an invincible obftacle to great revolutions and vi-
‘gorous oppofitions, fo common in the northern re-
gions. The body and the mind, equally enervated,
have only the virtues and vices of flavery. In the
fecond, or at furtheft in the third generation, Tar-
tars, Turks, Perfians, and even Europeans, contraft
the flothful difpofition of the Indians. Thefe in-
fluences of the climate might certainly be fubdued
by religious or moral infitutions; but the fuperfti-
tions of the country will not admit of fuch exalted
views. They never promife future rewards to the
generous patriot, who hills in his country's caufe.
While they advife, and fometimes command fuicide,
by reprefenting in aftrong liglit the alluring prof-
peit of future happinefs, they at the fame time
ftrictly forbid the effufion of blood.

THIS circumitance is a neceffary confequence of
the doftrine of tranfmigration, which muft infpire

its
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its followers with conftant and univerfal benevo-
lence* They are in continual fear of injuring their
neighbour, that is, all men and all animals. How
can a man reconcile himfelf to the idea of being
afoldier, when he can fay, Perhaps the elephant
or the horfe | am going to deftroy may contain
the foul of my father—perhaps the enemy | fhall
kill has formerly been the chief of my family?
Thus, in Indiareligion tends to keep up the fpirit
of cowardice which refults from defpotifm and the
nature of the climate ; the manners of the people
contribute ftill more to increafe it.

In every country, love is the ruling paffion, but
it is not equally throng in every climate. While
northern nations are moderate in their defires, the
fouthern ones indulge in them with a degree of
ardour fuperior to every reftraint. The policy of
princes hes foractimes turned this paffion to the ad-
vantage of fociety ; but the legiflators of India fecni
to have principally intended to increafe the fatal in-
fluence of their ardent climate. The Moguls, the
lad conquerors of thofe regions, have proceeded
ftill further. Love is with them a fhameful and
deftructive excefs, confecrated by religion, by the
laws, and by government. The military conduct
of the nations of Indoftan, whether Pagans or
Mohammedans, is confident with their diffblute
manners. We (hall mention fome particulars taken
from the writings of an Englifh officer remarkable
for his military exploits in thofe parts.

THE foldiers make up the fmalleft part of rhe
Indian camps. Every trooper is atended by his

X 2 wife,
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THE nature of rbe provifions on which thefe BOOK:
. ) . . V.,

troops fubfift, and their manner of living, is en- o pmes
tirely confiftent with thisimproper mode of raifing
them. At night they eat a prodigious quantity gf
rice; and after this mea they take ftrong opiates,
which throw them into a deegp flep.. Norvyith-
ftanding this pernicious cuftom, no guards are
placed about their camp to prevent a furprize ; nor
is it poffible to make a foldier rife early even
to execute any enter/prize that may require the
greateft difpatch.

T HE military operations are regulated by birds
of prey, of which there are dways a great num-
ber in the army, If they are found heavy or lan-
guid, it is an unfavourable omen, and prevents
the army from giving battle: if they are fierce and
violent, the troops march our to aftion, whatever
reefons there may be for avoiding or deferring in.
This fuperitirion, as well as the observance of
lucky and unlucky clays, determines the fat$ of the
beft-coocerted defigns.

No order is obferved in marching. Every fol-
dier goes on as he pleafes, and only follows the
corps to which he belongs. He is frequently
feen carrying his provifions upon his head, with
the veffds for dreffing them; whilfl his ams arc
carried by his wife, who Is commonly followed
by feveral children. If afoot-foklier has any rela-
tions, or bufinefs to tranfaft,. in the enemy's army,
he is under no apprehenfion in going toit; and
Returns ro join his colours without meeting with.
the leaft oppofuion,

- X 3 THS
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BO&’K THE action is not betterfcoridufted than the
\“—— preparations for it. The cavaliy, in which con-
fills the whole ftrength of an Indian army (for the
ilffatitry are held in general contempt), are lifeful
enough in charging with the fword and fpear, but
can never ftand the fire of cannon and mufquetry.
They are afraid of lofing their horfes, which de
moftly Arabian, Perfian, or Tartar, and in which
their whole fortune confifts. The troops that com-
pofe this cavalry are held in great efteem, and well
paid: they are fo fond of their horfes, that fome-
times they will go into mourning upon lofing them.

THE Indians dread the enemy's artillery, as
much as they confide in their own ; though they
neither know how to tranfport it, nor how to make
pfe of it. Their great guns, which are called by
pompons names, are "generaly of a very- extraor-
dinary fize, and rather prevent than afliit the gain-
ing of avictory.

THOSE who are ambitious of beingdiflinguilhed
intoxicate themfelves with opium, imagining that
it warms the blood, and animates them to the per-
formance of heroic actions. In this temporary
flatc of intoxication, they bear a greater refem-
blance, in their drefs and imponent rage, to women
actuated by a fpirit of eiuhufiafm, than to men of
courage and refolution.

" THE prince who commands thefe defpicable
“troops is dways mounted on an elephant richly
caparifoned, where he is at once the general and
the llandard of the whole army, whofe eyes are
fixed upon him. If he flies, he isflain5 the whole
' ' machine
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machine is deftroyed; the feveral corps dlfperfe
or go over to the endmy.

THIS defcription, which we might have enlarged
upon without exaggeration, renders probable the
account given of our fucceffes in Indoftan. Many
Europeans, judging of what might be effected in
the inland parts by what has been done on the
coafts, imagine we might fafely undertake the con-
quefl: of the whole country. This extreme confi-
dence arifes from the following circumftance : that
in places where the enemy could not harrafs their
troops in the rear, nor intercept their fuccours,
they have overcome timorous weavers and mer-
chants, undifciplined and cowardly armies, weak
princes jealous of eech other and perpetually at
war with their neighbours or- their own fubjefts.
They do not confider, that, if they wanted to pene-
trate into the interior parts, they would all perifh
before they had proceeded halfway up the country.
The exceffive heat of the climate, continual fatigue,
numberlefs difeafes, want of provifion, and avariety
of other caufes, would foon confidently diminifh
their numbers, even though they had nothing to ap-
prehend from thofe troops that might moleft them.

WE will fuppofe, however, that ten thoufand
European foldiers had aftually over-run and ra-
vaged Indiafrom one end to the other: what would
be the confequence? would thefe forces be fuf-
iicient to fecure the conqueft, to keep every nation,
every province, every diftrict, in order ? And if thig
number is not fuflftcient, let it be calculated what:
number of troopswould be neceffary for the purpofe,

X 4 BUT
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BOOK BUT let us adroit that the conquerors had firmly

‘e Cftabliflied their government in India, they would
ftill reap very little advantage from this circum-
ftance. The revenues of Indoftan would be fpent
in Indoftan itfelf. The European power, that had
purfucd this project of ufurpation, would have ex-
perienced nothing but a confiderable decreafe in
its population, and the difgrace of having followed
a vifionary fyftem.

THIS, indeed, is now an ufedefs queftion, fince
the Europeans themfelvcs have made their fuc-
offs in Indoitan more difficult than ever. By
engaging the natives to take a part in their mu-
tual dilutions, they have taught them the art
of war, and trained them to ams and difci-
pline. This error in politics hes opened the eyes
of the fovercigns of thefe countries, whofe ambi-
tion has been excited to eftabliih regular troops.
Their cavalry marches in better order; and their
infantry, which weas adways confidered in fo de-
fpicablc a light, has now acquired the firmnefs
of our battalions. A numerous and well-ma-
naged artillery defends their camps, and proredls
their attacks. The armies, compofed of better
troops, and better paid, have been able to keep
the field longer. '

THIS change, which might have been forefeen,
had the Europeans not been blipd~d by temporary
intereft, may in time become fo confiderable, as
to raife unfurmountable obftacles to the defire they
have of extending their conquefts in Indoftan, and
poffibly they may lofe thofe they have aready

7 made.
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made. Whether this will be a misfortune or an
advantage, is what we (hall next takeinto confide-
ration.

WHEN the Europeans firft began to trade in that
wealthy.region, they found it divided into a great
many es, fome of which were governed
by princes of their own nation, and fome by Patan
kings. 1 heir mutual hatred was the occafion of con-
tinual contefts. Befides the wars that were carried
on between province and province, there was a
perpetual one between every fovereign and his fub-
jects. It was fomented by the tax-gatherers, who,
to ingratiate themfelves at court, adways levied
heavier taxes than had been laid on the people.
Thefe barbarians aggravated this heavy burden by
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the oppreffions they made the inhabitants fuffer.

Their extortions were only another method of fe-
curing to themfelves the polls they enjoyed, in a

country where he is aways in the right who has

the moft to give.

FROM this anarchy and thefe violent proceedings,
it was imagined, that, to fettle a fafe and perma-
nent commerce, it was neceiTary to fupport it by
the force of arms; and the European factories were
accordingly fortified. In procefs of time, jealoufy,
which divides the European nations in India, asit
does every where elfe, expofed them to more con-
fiderable expences. Each of thefe foreign nations
thought it neceffary to augment their forces, left
they fhould be overpowered by their rivals.

T H E dominion of the Europeans, however, ex-
tended no further than their own fortrcfles. Goods
were
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were brought thither from the inland parts with
little difficulty, or with fuch as was edfily overcome.
Kven after the conqucfts of Kouli-kan had plunged
the north of Indoftan into confufion, the coaft of

~ Coromandel enjoyed its former tranquillity. But

the death of Nizam-al-Muluc, Subah on the De-

can, kindled a flame which is not yet fully extin-

guifhed.

T H E difpofa of thofe immenfc fpoils naturally
belonged to the court of Dehly ¢, but the weaknefs
of that court emboldened the children of Nizam
to difpure their father's trcafure. To fupplant each
other, they had recourfe alternately to ams, to
treachery, to poifon, and to afiafiinations. Moft of
the adventurers they engaged in their animofities
and crimes periilied during thefe horrid tranf-
actions. The Marattas aone, a nation who alter-
nately fided with both parties, and often had troops
in each, fegoiad asif they would avail themfclves of
this anarchy, and invade the fovcreignty of the De-
csv. The Europeans have pretended it was greatly
their interelt to oppofe this deegp butfecret defign,

and they aledge the following reafons in their de-
fence :

Tnr. Marattas, [ay they, are thieves, both from
education and from-their political principles. They
hav- no regard to the law of nations, no notion of
natura or civil right, and fpread defolation where-
ever they go. The molt populous countries are aban-
doned at the very report of their approach. In the

.countries they have fubducd, nothing is to be feen

but coufufion; iindallthemamifactuiesaredtlIroycd.
THE
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THE Europeans, who were rrioft powerful on the BOOK -
coaft of Coromandel, thought fuch NEighboUrS wmm wy

wotfld utterly deilroy their trade; and they could
never venture to fend money by their agents to buy
goods in the inland countries, as they would cer-
tainly be plundered by thefe banditti. The defire
of preventing this evil, which mud ruin their for-
tunes, and deprive them of the benefit of their
fettlements, fuggefted to their agents the idea of a
new fyftem.

I'T was afferted, that, in the prefent fituation of Irt-
doftan, it was impoflible to keep up ufeful connec-
tions without a military eltablifliment: that, at fo
great a diftance from the mother-country, the ex-
pence could not pof Tibly be defrayed out of the mere
profits of trade, were they ever fo great: that there-
fore it was abfohuely neceflary to procure fufficient
poffcffions to anfwer thefe great cxpences; and con-
fequently that the pofl'efiions muft bcconfiderable.

_THIS argument, probably fuggefted to concea
infatiable avarice and boundlefs ambition, and
which the paflion for conquefl may have occafioned
to be confidcred as a very rtrong one, may per-
haps be a mere illufion. A variety of natural, mo-
ral, and political rcafons may be urged in oppo-
fition to it. We fhall only infift upon one, which is
founded upon a fatt. From the Fortuguefe, who
firft attempted to aggrandize themfelves in India,
to the Englifh, who clofed the fatal lift of ufurp-
ers, not one acquifition, however important or

“trifling, except Bengal and the fpice iflands, has
ever paid the expence of taking and fupporting
it.
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it. The more extenfive the poffeffions have been,
the greater has been the expence of maintaining
them to the ambitious power that had, by what-
ever means, acquired thenu

THIS is what will aways happen. Every nation
that hes obtained a large territory will be defirous
of preferving it. Itwill think there is nofafety but
in fortified places, and will conftantly multiply
them. Thiswarlike appearance will deter the huf-
bandman and the artift, who will- not expeft to en-
joy tranquillity. The neighbouring princes will
grow jealous, and will juftly be afrad of falling a
prey to a trading nation now become a conquering
one. In confequence of this, they will be devifing
means to ruin an oppreffor, whom they had admit-
ted into their harbours with no other view than to
increafc their own treafures and power. If they find
themfelves under a neceflity of entering into a
treaty, they will at the inftant of figning fecretly
vow the definition of their new ally. Fallhood
will be the bafis 6f all their agreements; and the
longer they have been forced to diflemble, the more
time they will have had to prepare the meeus dp-
ftined todeftroy their enemy.

THE juft apprehenfion of thefe perfidies will
oblige the ufurpers to bedways upon their guard.
If they are to be defended by Europeans, what a
confumption of men for the mother country ! what
an expence to rafe them, to tranfport them into
thefe countries, to maintain and recruit them! If,
from a principle of oeconomy, they content them-
felves with the Indian troops, what can be expected

from
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from a confufed-and unprincipled multitude, whofe SOOK

expeditions always degenerate into robbery, and e s
condantly end in afliameful and precipitate flight?
Their principles, whether natural or moral, are fa
weakened, that even the defence of their gods and
their own houfholds could never infpirc the bolded
among them with any thing beyond a fudden ami
tranfient exertion of intrepidity. It isnot probable
that foreign interefts, ruinous to their country,
fhould ever animate men whofe minds are funk in
indolence and corruption : is it not more probable
that they will be ever ready to betray a caufe they
abhor, and in which they find no immediate and
lading advantage ?

To thefe inconveniences will be added a fpirit of
extortion and plunder, which even in the times of
peace will nearly referable the devaftations of war.
The agents, intruded with thofe remote concerns,
will be defirous of making rapid fortunes. The flow
and regular profits of tradethey will not attend to,
but will endeavour to promote fpeedy revolutions
in order to acquire great wealth. They will have
occafioned innumerable evils before they can be
controuled by authority at the diftance of fix thou,
{and leagues. This authority will have no force
againft millions; or the pcrfons intruded with it
will arrive too late to prevent the fall of an edifice
fupported on fo weak a foundation.

THIS refult makes it ncedlefs to inquire into the
nature of the political engagements the Europeans
have entered into with the powers of India. If ihefe
great acquifitions are hurtful, the treaties made to

procure
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procure them cannot be rational.  If the merchants
of Europe are wife, they will forego the rage of
conqueft, and the flattering hopes of holding the
baance of Alia. '

THE. court. of Dehly will finally fink under the
weight of inteftine divillons, or fortune will raife
up a prince capable of reftoring it. The govern-
ment will remain feudal, or once more become de-
fpotic.  The empire will be divided into many in-
dependent dates, or will be fubjeft only to one
Uiafter. Either the Marattas or the Moguls will be-
come a ruling power; but the Europeans fhould
not be concerned in thefe revolutions; whatever be
the fate of Indoftan, the Indians will ilill continue
their manufactures, and we (hall purchafc them.

IT would be needlefs to alledge, that the fpirit
which has always prevailed in thofe countries has
forced us to depart from their common rules of
trade; that we are in ams upon the coafls; that
this pofition unavoidably obliges us to interfere

- with the affairs of our neighbours; and that, if we

avoid all intcrcourfe with them, fuch a referve will
certainly prove extremely detrimental to our in-
tercfts. Thefe fears will appear groundlefs to
fenfible men, who know that a war in thofe dis-
tant regions mud be ftill more fatal to the Euro-
peans than to the natives; and that the confegiience
will be, that we muft either fubdue the whole,
which isfcarcely poilible, or be for ever expelled
from a country where it is our advantage to main-
tain our connexions.
THE
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T H E love of order and tranquillity would even BO\QK
make itdeGrablc to extend rhcic pacific views; and, ;,__r__,
far from thinking that great poflcillons are necef-
fary,'time will probably difcover even the inutility
of fortified polls. The Indians are naturally gentle
and humane, though crufhed wider the fevcre bur-
den of defpotifm. The nations, who formerly traded
with them, always commended them for their can-
dor and honefty. The Indians are now in a ftatc
of confufion, equally alarming to them and to us.
Our ambition has carried difcord into all parts of
their country, and our rapacioufnefs has infpired
them with hatred, fear, and contempt for our con-
tinent; they look upon us as conquerors, ufurpers,
and oppreffors, fanguinary and avaricious men.
This is the charatter we have acquired in the eafr.
Our examples have increafed the number of their
national vices, at the fame time that we have taught
.ihem to be in {mard again ft ours.

IF in our tranfacTions with the Indians we had
been guided by principles of probity ; if we had
fhewn them, that mutual advantage is the bafis of
commerce ; if we had encouraged their cultivation,
and manufactures, by exchanges equally advan-
tageous to both ; wcfhould infenfihiy have gained
their affeflions. If we had fortunately taken care to
prefervc their confidence in our dealings with
them, we might have removed their prejudices,,
and, perhaps, changed their form of government:.
We fhould have fuccecded it far as to have lived
amongst them, and trained UP civilized nations
around us, who would have profcted our

nients
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BOOK mentsfor our, mutual intefefts. Every one of our

¢ V. , €eftablifhments would have been to each nation id
Europe as their native country, where they would
have found a fure proteftion. Our futiation in
India is the confequence of our profligacy, and of
the fanguinary fyftfms we have introduced there.
The Indians imagine nothing is due to us, becaufe
all our actons have (hewn that we did not think
ourfelves under any ties with refpeft to them.

THIS date of perpetual contention is difpleafing
to moft of the Afiatic nations, and they ardently
with for a happier change. The diforder of our
affars mud have infpired us with the fame fen-
timents. If we are all in the fame difpofitions, and
if one common intereft really inclines us to peace
and harmony, the mod effectual way to attain this
defirable end would perhaps be, that all the
European nations, who trade to India, fhould agree
among themfelves to preferve a neutrality in thofe
remote feas, which fhould never be interrupted
by the difturbanccs that fo frequently happen on
our own continent. If we could once confider
ourfelves as members of one great commonwealth,
we fhould not want thofe forces which make us
odious abroad, and ruin us at home. But, as our
prefent fpirit of difcord will not permit us to ex-
pect that fuch a change can foou take place, it re-.
mains only that we now confider, whether Europe
ought dill to carry on the India trade by charter
companies, or to make it a free trade.
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If this queftion were to be decided upon gene-
ral principles, it would be edfily anfwered. If we
dlc whether, in a ftate which allows any particu-
lar branch of trade, every citizen has aright to
partake of it; the anfwer is fo plain as to leave no
room for difcuffion. It would be unnatural, that
fubjects who fhare alike the burden and public
expence of civil ibcicty, fhould not be alike par-
takers of the benefits arifing from the compaft that
unites them; they would have caufe to complain,
that they fuftain ail the inconveniences of fociety,
and are deprived of the advantages they expected
to receive from it.

ON the other hand, political notions are per-
fectly reconcilcable with thefe idess of juftice. It
is well known that freedom is the very foul of com-
merce, and that nothing elfc can bring it to per-
fection. Itisgeneraly allowed that competition
awakens induflry, and gives it al the vigour it is
capable of acquiring. Y et, for upwards of a cen-
tury, the practice has conftantly been contradictory
to thefe principles.

A L L the nationsof Europe, that trade to India,
carry on that commerce by exclufivc companies;
and it muft be confeffed that this practice is plau-
fible, becaufeit is hardly conceivable that great and
enlightened nations fhould have been under a mif-
take for above a hundred years on fo important a
point, and that neither experience nor argument
fhould have undeceived them. We muft conclude
therefore that either the advocates for liberty have
given too great alatitude to their principles, or

voL. 11 Y the
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the favourers of exclufive privilege have too ftre-

—— nuoufly afferted the neceffity of fuch limitations;

poflibly, both parties, from too great an attach-
ment to their refpeftive opinions, have been de-
ceived, and are equally diftant from the truth.
EVER fince this famous queftion hes been de-
bated, it has aways been thought to be a very
fimple one; it has always been fuppofed that an
India company mud neceffarily be exclufive, and
that its existence was effentially connefted with its
privilege. Hence the advocates for a free trade
have aflerted that exclufive privileges were odious;
and, therefore, that there ought to be no company.
Their opponents have argued, on the contrary,
that the nature of things required a company; and
therefore that there muft be an exclufive charter.
But if we can make it appear that the reafons
urged againft charters prove nothing againfl com-
paniesin general, and that the circumftances, which
may render it neceffary to have an India company,
do not fupply any argument in favour of a charter;
if we can demonftrate that the nature of thing9
requires, indeed, a powerful affociation, a com-
pany for the India trade; but that the exclufive
charter is connected only with particular caufes,
infomuch that the company may exift without the
charter; we ihall then have traced the fource of
the common error, and found out the folution of

“the difficulty.

LET US inquire what conftitutes the particular

“nature of commercial tranfaftions. It isthe climate,

the produce, the diftaoce of places, the form of the
' ' government,
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government, the genius and mariners of the people BOOK:
who ae fubjeft to it. In the trade with India, the «— -
merchant mufl undertake a voyage of fix thoufand

miles in fearch of the commaodities which the coun-

try fupplies: he mufl arrive there at a certain fea

fon, and wait till another for the proper winds to

return home. Therefore every voyage takes up

about two years, and the proprietors of the veffes

mud wait this time for their returns. Thisis the

firfl: and a very material circumftance.

T H E nature of a government in which there is
neither fafety nor property will not permit the
people to have any public markets, or to lay up
any (lores. Let 113 reprefent to ourfelves men who
are deprefléd and corrupted by defpotifm, work-
men who arc unable to undertake any thing of
themfelves, and, on the other hand, nature more
liberal in her gifts, than power is rapacious, fup-
plying a flothful people with food fufficicnt for
their wants and their defires, and we fliall wonder
that any induftry fhould be found in India. And
indeed it may be affirmed, that fcarce any manu-
facture would be carried on there, if the workmen
were not encouraged by ready-money, or if the
goods were not engaged for a year before they arc
wanted. One third of the money is paid at the
time the work is ordered, another when it is half
done, and the remainder on delivery of the goods.
From this mode of payment there is a confiderable
difference made, both in price and in the quality
of the goods; but from hence likewife arifes a ne-
ceflity of having onés capital out a year longer,

' Y 2 that
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BOPK that is, three years inftead of two. This is an

“— —~ aarming circumfhnce for a private man, efpe-
cialy if we confider the largenefs of the capital
that is requiiite for fuch undertakings.

As the charges of navigation and the rifques are
very great, they cannot be fupported without bring-
ing home complete cargoes, that is, cargoes of a
million or amillion and a half of livres*, at prime-
cod in India.  Where fhal we find merchants, or
even men poffeflcd of a fufficient capital to enable
them to advance fuch afum, to be reimburfed only
at the end of three years? Undoubtedly there are
very few in Europe; and among thofe who might
have the power, fcarcc any would have the will.
If wc confult experience, we fhall find that men of
moderate fortunes only are the perfons who are
inclined to run great rifques, in order to make
great profits. But when once a man is poffeffed

. of an ample fortune, he is inclined to enjoy it,
and to enjoy it with fecurity. The defire of riches
cannot indeed be fatisfied by the poffeflion of them,
which, on the contrary, frequently increafes it;
but, at the fame time, the pofTeffion of wealth
furnifhes various means of gratifying that defire
without either trouble or clanger. This opens to
our view the neceflity of entering into aflbcia-
tions, where a number of men will not fcruple
to be concerned, becaufe every individual will
venture but a fmal part of his fortune, and will
rate the mcafure of his profits upon the united
ilock of the whole fociety. This neceffity will

* About 54,700l. on an avcracv.

appear
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appear ftill more evident, if we confider how the BO\(/)K-
bufincfs of buying and felling is managed in India, u.....,,._..a
and what precautions it requires.

To make a previous agreement for a cargo,
above fifty different agents muft be employed, who
are difperfed in different parts, at the diftance of
three, four, and five hundred leagues from each
other. When the work is done, it muft be ex-
amined and meafured ; othcrwife the goods would
foon be found faulty, from the want of honefty
in the workmen, who are equally corrupted by
the nature of their government, and by the in-
fluence of crimes of every kind which the Euro-
peans have fet them the example of for thefe
three centuries pad.

AFTER all thefe details, there are ftill other
operations remaining equally neceflary. There
muft be whitfters, men to beat the linens, packers,
and bleaching-grounds, which muft be fupplicd
with pools of water fit for the purpofe. It would
certainly be very difficult for individuals, to attend
and to obferve all thefe precautions; but even
admitting it poflible for induftry to cflcft this, yet
it could only be done as long as each of them
could keep up acontinued trade, and regularly
(hip off frefh cargoes. Al thefe particulars are
not to be executed in afhort time, and not with-
out eftablifhed connexions. Every private man,
therefore, fhould be able to fit out a fhip annually
during three years, that is, to difburfe four mil-
lions of livres*e Thisis evidently impoffible; and

* 175,001 '

Y 3 it
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it is plain that fuch an undertaking can only be

s Carried into execution by afqciety.

BUT, perhaps, fome commercial houfes will be
eftablifhed in India, on purpofe to tranfaft this
previous bufinefs, and to keep cargoes in readinefs
for the ftiips that are to be fent off to Europe.

THIS eftablilhment of trading-houfes at fix thou-
fand leagues from the mother-country, with the
immenfe ftock that would be requifite to pay the
weavers in advance, feems to be a vifionary fcheme,
inconfiftent with reafon and experience. Can it be
ferioufly imagined that any merchants, who have
already acquired a fortune in Europe, will tranf-
mitit to Afia to purchafe a ftock of muflins, in ex-
pedition of fhips that, perhaps, may never arrive,
or, if they (hould, may be but few in number, and
may not have a fufficient capital to purchafe with?
On the contrary, we fee that every European, who
has made a fmall fortune in India, is defirous of
returning home; and, inftead of endeavouring to
increafe it by thofe eefy methods that private trade
and the fervice of the companies offers in that
country, he is rather anxious to come and enjoy
it with tranquillity in his own.

IF other proofs and examples were neceflary,
we need only attend to what paifes in America. If
we could fuppofe that commerce, and the hopes of
the profits arifing from i t, were capable of alluring
rich Europeans to quit their native country, it
would certainly be in order to fettle in that part
of the world which is much nearer than Afia, and
where they would find the fame laws and manners

35
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as in Europe. It might naturally be fuppofed that BOOK
the merchants fliould previously buy up the fugars ‘eeymme
of the planters, and keep them in readinefs to be
delivered to the-European fhips as foon as they
arrive, on recelving other commodities in ex-
change, which they would afterwards fell to the
planters when they wanted them. But it is quite
the contrary. The merchants fettled in America
are nothing more than commiffaries or factors,
who tranfaft the exchanges between the planters
and the Europeans, and are fo far from being
able to carry on any confiderable trade on their
own account, that, when a ihip has not met with
an opportunity of difpofing of her lading, it is left
in truft, on the account of the owner, in the hands
of the commiffary to whom it was configned. It
is reafonable, therefore, to conclude, that what is
not practifed in America wouldftill be lefsfoin
Afia, where alarger flock would be wanted, and
greater difficulties muft be encountered. Add to
this, that the fuppofed eftablifliment of commer-
ciad houfes in India would not fupercede the ne-
ceflity of forming companies in Europe; becaufe
it would be equally neceffary to difburfe twelve or
fifteen hundred thoufand livres * for the fitting
put of every fhip, which could never return into
the ftock till the third year a fooneft.

THIS neceffity being once proved in every
poifible cafe, it is manifeft that the trade of India
is of fuch a nature, that very few merchants, if
any, can undertake it upon their own bottom, or

* About 60,000l. on an average

Y 4 carry
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carry it on by themfelves, and without the help of
agreat number of partners.  Having demonftrated
the neceffity of thcfe focieties, we muft now endea-
vour to prove, that their intereft and the nature of
things would incline them to unite in one apd the
fame company.

THIS propofition depends upon two prlnC|pal

reafons: the danger of competition in the pur-
chafes and fates, and the neceffity of affortments.
* THE compétition of buyers and fellers reduces
the commodities to their juft: value. When the
competition of fellers is greater than that of buyers,
the goods fell for Iefs than they are worth; and,
whenr there are more buyers than felers, their
price is raifed beyond their ordinary value. Let
us apply this to the India trade.

WHEN we fuppofe that this trade will extend
in proportlon to the number of private fhips fent
there, we aré not aware that this multiplicity will
only incregfe the competition on the fide of the
buyers; wheress it is not in our power to incresfe
it on the fide of the fellers. It is juft the fame as
if we were to advile a number of traders to bid
over one another, in order to obtam thelr goods at
a cheaper rate.

THE Indians fcarce make any confumption of
the produce either of our lands or of manufactures
They have few wants, little ambition, and no
great |hare of induftry. They would readily dif-
penfe with the gold and filver of America, which
s fo far from procuring them any enjoyments,
hat it onIy ferves to fupport the tyranny under

which



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. - 359,

which they are oppreffed. Thus, as all objects of BQ/OK
exchange have no value but in proportion to the \eme—u
wants or the fancy of the exchangers, it isevident
that in India our commoditiesareworth very little,
while thofe we buy there are of great value. As
long as no Indian (hips come into our harbours to
parry awvay our fluffs and our metals, we may ven-
ture to affirm that thofe people are not in want of
us, and will confequently make their own termsin
all their dealings with us. Hence it follows, that
the greater number there are of European mer-
chants who are concerned in this trade, the more
the produce of India will rife, and our own fink,
in value; and that at laft it will be only by im-
menfe exports that we (hall be able to prqcure any
Indiagoods at all. But if, in confequence of this
order of things, each particular iociety is obliged
fo export mare money, without bringing home
more goods, its trade mufl be very difadvantageous,
and the fame competition that began its ruin in
Afia will complete it in Europe; becaufe the
number of fellers being then greater, while that of
buyers dill continues the fame, the focieties will
be obliged to fell at a lower price, after having
bought at an advanced one.

THE article of allotmentsis not of lefs confe-
quence. By affortments is meant the combination
of all the fevcral forts of commodities that the dif-
ferent parts of Indiaproduce; acombinationwhich
is proportioned to the prefent plenty or fcarcity of
each kind of commodity in Europe. On thischiefly

deDends the fuccefs and ail the proflts of the trade.
But
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BOOK But nothing would be more difficult in the prao

< V. , tice for private focieties than this affortment.
How, indeed, Ihould thefe fmall focieties, uncon-
nefted with each other, whofe intereft it is to con-
ceal their mutual tranfactions, acquire the know-
ledge that is requifite for this, important purpofe ?
How could they direft fuch a multitude of agents as
muft be employed ? It is plain that the fupercar-
goes and commiffaries, incapable of genera views,
would be all afking for the fame fort of goods at
the fame time, in hopes of making a greater profit.
This would of courfe enhance the price of that ar-
ticlein India, and lower it in Europe, to the great
detriment of the owners, and of the nation in gene-
ral.

A L L thefe confiderationswould certainly be per-
ceived by the captains of fhips and by the men of
property, who would be folicited to enter into thefe
focieties. They would be difcouraged by the fear of
having acompetition with other focieties, either in
the purchafe, the fale, or the making-up of the af-
fortments. The number of thefe focieties would
foon be reduced; and trade, inftead of extending,
would conftantly decline, and at laft be entirely loft.

IT would, therefore, be for the intereft of thefe
private focieties, as we have before obferved, to
unite together; becaufe then all their agents, both
on the coaft of Coromandel, and on that of Ma-
labar and in Bengal, being united and directed
by one confiflent fyftem, would jointly labour in
the feveral factories to colleft proper affortments
for the cargoes that were to be fent away from the

chief
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chief factory, fo that the whole Ihould make a BOQK
complete, aflbrtment when brought home, being x._.,,.....-
collected upon an uniform plan, and proportioned!
according to the orders and inftruftions fent from
Europe. ”
- BUT it would be in vain to expeft that any
fuch union could take place without the affiftance
of government. In fome cafes, men require to be
encouraged ; and it is chiefly, as in the prefent in-
ftance, when they are afraid of being denied that
protection which they ftand in need of, or appre-
henfive that favours may be granted to others,
which may be injurious to them. Government
would find it their intereft to encourage this affo-
ciation, as it is certainly the fureft, if not the only
way, to procure, at the moft reafonable prices, the
India goods that are wanted for home-confump-
tion, and for exportation. This truth will appear
more ftriking from a very fimple inftance.

L E T us fuppofe a merchant, who freights afhip
for India with a confiderable ftock. Will he com-
miffion feveral agents at the fame place to buy the
goods he wants ? This cannot reafonably be fup-
pofed; becaufe he will be fenfible, that, each of
them endeavouring to execute his orders with as
much fecrefy as poffible, they would neceffarily in-
jure one another, and muft confeguently enhance
theprice of the goods ; fo that he would have alefs
quantity of the commodity for the fame fum than
if he had employed but one agent. The applica-
tion is ey ; government is the merchant, and the
fpmpany is the agent.

5 We
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WE have now proved only that in the India
trade the nature of things requires that the fub-
jefts of one country fhould unite into one com-
pany, both for their own intereft and for that of
the ftate; but nothing has yet appeared, from
whence it can be inferred that this company muft
be an exclufive one. Weimagine, on the contrary,
that the exclufive privilege aways granted to thefe
companies depends on particular caufes, which
have no effentia connection with thistrade.

WHEN the feverd nations in Europe began to
find that it was their intereft to take a part in the
trade of India, which individuals refufed to do,
though none were excluded from it, they found
themfelves under a neceflity of forming companies,
and giving them every encouragement that fo dif-
ficult an undertaking required. Capitals were ad-
vanced to them ; they were inverted with all the
attributes of fovereign power; permitted to fend
ambaffadors ; and empowered to make peace and
war; aprivilege which, unfortunately for them
and for mankind, they have too often exercifed.
It was found neceffary at the fame time to fecure
to them the means of indemnifying themfelves for
the expcnees of fettlements, which muft be very
confiderable.  This gave rife to exclufive privi-
leges, which at firft were granted for aterm of
years, and afterwards made perpetual, from cir-
cumftances which we (hall now explain.

T H E brilliant prerogatives granted to the com-
panies, were in fact fo many impediments to
trade. The right of having fortrefles implied

' ' the
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the neceflity of building and defending them; that BOOK
of having troops implied the obligation of paying V. ,
and recruiting them. It was the fane with regard
to the permiffion of fending ambaffadors, and con-
cluding treaties with the Indian princes. All thefe
privileges were attended with expences merely of
parade, fit only to check the progrefs of trade, and
to intoxicate the agents and faftors fent by the
companies into India, who on their arrival fancied
themfelves fovereigns, and afted accordingly.

NATIONS, however, found it very convenient to
have fome kind of fettlements in Afia, which ap-
parently were attended with no coft ; and as it was
reafonablc, while the companies bore all the ex-
pences, that all the profits fhould be fecured to
them, the privileges have been continued. But if
the fevera nations, inftead of attending only to
this pretended ceconomy, which could be but tem-
porary, had extended their views to futurity, and
connefted all the events which muft naturally be
brought about in the courfe of a number of years;
they muft have forefeen that the expences of fo-
vereignty, which can never be afcertained, becaufe
they depend upon numberlefs political contingen-
cies, would in time abforb both the profits and
the ftock of a trading company; that then the
public treafury muft be exhaufted, to aflift the char-
tered company; and that this afliftance, being grant-
ed too late, could only remedy the mifchiefs that
had aready happened, without removing the caufe
of them, fo that the companies would never rife to
any degree of importance.

BUT
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BUT why fhould not ftatesat length be unde-
caved ? W hy ftxould they not take upon them-
fdves a charge which properly beloags to them,

and the burden of which, after hating cruflied

the companies, mull finally fall upon them ? There
would be-then'no further need of an exclufive pri-
vilege. The companieswhich fubfift at prefent, and
are of great importance on account of their old con-
nexions and eftablifhed credit, fhould be fupported
with the greateft care. The appearance of mo-
nopoly would vanifli for ever; and their freedom
might enable them to purfue fome new track,
which they could not think of whilft they were en-
cumbered with the charges annexed to the charter.
On the other hand, commerce, being open to all
the members of the community, would profper
and flourifh by therr induftry, new difcoveries
Would be attempted, and new enterprizes formed.
Thetrade from one part of India to another, having
the certainty of a market in Europe, would be-
come confiderable and extenfive. The companies,
attentive to thefe improvements, would regulate
their dealings by the fuccefs of private trade; and
this emulation, which would not be injurious to
any individual, would be beneficial to the feveral
ftates.

WE apprehend this fyftem would tend torecon-
cile all interefts, and is confident with all princi-
ples. It feemsto be liable to no reafonable objec-
tion, ether on the part of the advocates for the
exclufiye charter, or of thofe who contend for a
free trade.

IF
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IF the former fhould affert, that the companies BOOK
without the exclufive charter would have but a
precarious exiftence, and would foon be ruined by
private traders; | fliould anfwer them, that they
were not fincere, when they affirmed that private
trade could never fucceed. For, if it could poflibly
occafion the ruin of that of the companies, as they
now pretend, it can only effeft this by engrofling
every branch of their trade againft their will, by
a fuperiority of powers, and by the afcendent of
liberty. Befides, what is it that really conftitutes
our companies ? It is their flock, their fhips, their
faftories, or their exclufive charter. What is it
that has aways ruined them ? Evtravagant ex-
pences, abufes of every kind, vifionary undertak-
ings; in aword, bad adminiflration, far more de-
finitive than competition. But if the diftribution
of their powers is made with prudence and occono-
my, if the fpirit of property direfts their opera- -
tions, there is no obftacle which they cannot fur-
mount, no fuccefs which they may not expeft. .

B U T would not this fuccefs give umbrage to the
advocates for freedom ?  Would they not in their
turn urge, that thofe rich and powerful companies
would alarm private men, and in fome meafure
deftroy that general and abfolute freedom which is
fo neceffary to trade ? )

WE fhould not be furprifed at this objection
from theme, for men, both in their anions and
opinions, are more commonly guided by fyftem
than by fafts. | do not except from this error
the greateft part of our writers upon revenue.

- Commercial
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Commercial and .civil liberty are the two tutelar
deities of mankind, which we all reverence as well
as they. But, that we may not be influenced by
mere words, let us attend to the idea they ae
meant to convey. Let us afk thofe enthufiafts for
liberty, what they would wiih ; whether they would
have the laws entirely abolilh thofe antient com-
panies, that every citizen might freely partake of
this trade, and fhould equally have the fame means
of procuring the enjoyments of life, and the fame
refources to raife a fortune? But if fuch laws,
with all their appearance of liberty, are in fadt to-
tally exclufive, let us not be induced by this falfe
reafoningto adopt them. When the ftate allows alt
its members to carry on a trade that reguires a
large flock, and which confequently very few are
able to undertake; | would afk, what advantage
arifes to the people in general from this regulation ?
It feems as if one meant to laugh at their credu-
lity, in permitting them to undertake what they
cannot execute.  If the companies are totally fup-
preffed, there will be no Indiatrade, or it will be

only carried on by a few capital merchants.
| wiLL go further ft ill, and, waiving the con-
fideration of the exclufive charter, venture to af-
firm that the India companies, from the nature
of their formation, have given opportunities to
feverd people to become fharers in their trade,
who would otherwife never have been concerned
init. Let us take a review of the number of per-
fons, in all ftations and of all ages, that are pro-
prietors, and partake of the profits of the trade,
i and
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and it muft be owned, that it would have been fat
more circumfcribed if it had been in private hands}
that the formation of companies has only diffufed
while it feemed to reftrainit; and that the mode-
rate price of the flxares muft be a powerful motive

to the people, to wiih for the prefervation of an:
eftablilhmem, which opensto them a track from-

which they would for ever hare been excluded by
afreetrade.

WE bedieve, indeed, that both companies and
private men might equally fucceed without injuring
one another, or creating any mutual jealoufies*
The companies might Hill purfue thofe great ob-
jects, which, by their nature and extent, can only
be managed by awealthy and powerful aflbciation-
Private men, on the contrary, would confine them-
felves to fuch objefts as are fcarcely attended to
by a great company, but might, by proper oeco-
nomy, and the combination of many fmall fortunes*
become a fource of riches to them.

STATESMEN, who by their talents are called to
the direction of public affairs, muft determine this
point, and reftify the ideas of an obfeure citizen,
who may have been milled by his want of expe-
rience. The fyftem of palitics cannot too foon nor
too deeply be applied to regulate a trade which fo
effentially concerns the fate of nations, and will,
probably, aways be an objeft of the greateft im-
portance.

~ Toputan end to all intercourfe betweenEurope
and India, that luxury, which has made fuch rapid
progrefs in our part of theworld, fhould be ba-

VOL.II Z nilhed

337-
BOOK



‘338 ~ HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE

BOOK nilhed from every ftate. Our efeminacy fhould not

«__, Create a thoufand wants unknown to our fore-
fathers. Therivalihip of trade fhould no longer
agitate the feveral nations whovie with each other
in amaffing riches. Such a revolution fhould take
place in the manners cuftoms and opinions of
men, asisnever likely to happen. Weflbould regu-
late our actions according to the principles of na-
ture, which we feem to have abandoned for ever-

SUCH are the laft refleftions fuggefted to us with
refpeft to the connexions of Europe with Afia:
let us now turn our thoughts to America.

BOOK
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Difcovery of America, Conqueft of Mexico ;
andJet t foments of the Spaniards in that part
ifthe new world.

NTIENT hiftory prefents a magnificent
fcene to our view. The fucceffive repre-
fentation of great revolutions, heroic manners, and
extraordinary events, will become more and more
interefting, the more uncommon it is to meet with
incidents that bear any refemblance to them. The
period of founding and of fubverting empires is
part. The man, before whom the world zvasfilent®
is no more. The feveral nations of the earth, after
repeated ihocks, after all the ftruggles between am-
bition and liberty, feem at length totally recon-
ciled with the wretched tranquillity of fervitude.
Battles are now fought with cannon for the pur-
pofe of taking a few towns, and of gratifying the
caprices of a few powerful men : formerly they
were fought with the fword, in order to overthrow
and to eftablifh kingdoms, or to avenge the natural
rights of mankind. The hiftory of theworldis be-
come infipid and trifling; and yet men are not be-
come more happy. A regular and conftant fyfiem
of oppreffion has fucceeded to the tumults and
florms of conqueft; and we behold with a degree
: Z2 of
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of indifference the various ranks of flaves combat-

Seae s 1NG €aCh other with their chains, for the amufement

of their mailers. _

EUROPE, that part of the globe which has moft
influence over thereft, feams to have fixed itfelf on
a folid and durable foundation. It is compofed of
communities that are aimoft equally powerful, en-
lightened, extenfive, and jealous. They will en-
croach perpetually upon each other; and, in the

" mid ft of this continued fludtuation, fome will be

extended, others morelimited, and the balance will
alternately incline to different fides, without ever
being entirely deftroyed. The fanaticifm of reli-
gion, and the fpirit of conqueft, thofe two diftur-
bers of the univerfe, operate no longer. That great
machine, whofe extr emity was attached to theearth,
and whofe centre of motion was in heaven, is now
broken: and kings begin to difcover (though not
for the happinefs of their people, for whom they
have very littlecare, but for their own private in-
ter eft) that the great end of government isto obtain
richesand fecurity. Hencelargearmiesarekept up,
frontiersarefortified, and trade is encour aged.

A sPIRIT of barter and exchange hath arifenin
Europe, that feams to open a vaft foene of fpecu-
lation to individuals, but is only confident with
peace and tranquillity. A war, among commercial
nations, isa conflagration that deftroys them all;
it is alaw-fuit which threatens the fortune of a
great merchant, and makes all his creditorstrem-
ble! The time is not far off, when the tacit
fanftion of government will extend to the private

engage-
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engagements between fubjefts of different nations, B (PK
and when thofc bankruptcies, the dfects of which N
are felt at immenfe diftances, will become concerns
of government. In thefe mercantile ftates, the dif-
covery of an ifland, the importation of a new com-
modity, the invention of fome ufeful machine, the
conftruftion of a port, the eftablifliment of a fac-
tory, the carrying off a branch of tradefrom arival
nation, will all become the moft important tranf-
aftions ; and the annals of nations muft hereafter
be written by commercial philofophers, as they
were formerly by hiftorical orators.
" THE difcovery of a new world was alone fufficient
to furnifh matter for our curiofity. A vaft continent
entirely uncultivated, human nature reduced to the
mere animal ftate, fidlds without harvefts, treafures
without proprietors, focieties without policy, and
men without manners, what an interefting and in-
ftructive fpectade would thefe have formed for a
Locke, a Buffon, or a Montefquieu! What could
have been fo aftonifhing, fo delightful, fo affecting,
as an account of their voyage! But the image of rude
unpolilhed nature isalready disfigured. We fhall
endeavour to colledt the features of it, though now
half effaced, as foon as we have made thereader ac-
quainted with thofe rapacious and crue chriflians,
whom unfortunately chance conduced to this fur-
-ther hemifphere.

SPAIN, which was known in the firft ages under ﬁﬂﬁf‘;‘f
the names of Hefperia and | beria, wasinhabited by tions of
people, who, defended on onefideby the fea, ‘and ™
on the Other by the Pyrenees, enjoyed in peace an

Z 3 agreeable
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BOV(IJ K agreeable climate and a fruitful country, and who
- governed themfelves according to their own cuftoms.
The fouthern part of this nation had in fome de-
gree emerged from its ftate of barbarifm, by fome
trifling connections it had formed with foreigners;
but the inhabitants on the coafts of the ocean refem-
bled all thofe nations which know no other occupa
tion but that of the chace. They were fo much at-
tached tothiskind of life, that they left the toils of
agriculture to their wives; the fatigues of which
they had encouraged them to fupport by eRablifli-
ing genera affcmblies annually, in which thofe wo-
men, who had moft diftinguiflied themfelves in the
labours of agriculture, received public applaufe.
SUCH was the fituation of Spain, when the Car-
thaginians turned their rapacious view's upon a
country filled with-riches, which were unknown to
its inhabitants. Thefe merchants, whofe (hips co-
vered the Mediterranean, introduced themfelves as
friends, who came to barter feveral articles of con-
venience againft metals that were thought to be ufe-
lefs. The temptations of a trade fo advantageous in
appearance feduccd the Spaniards fo powerfully,
that they permitted the Carthaginians to build upon
their cogts houfes for their occMiopa refidence, ma-
gazines for the fecurlty of their merchandife, and
temples for the exercife of their religion. Thefe
eftabliflimepts infenfibly became fortified places, of
which this power, whofe policy was fuperior to its
military fkill, availed itfelf to enflave a credulous
people, who were alwaysdivided among themfelves,
JMKI aways irreqoncileable in tjieir enmities. By
' “ bribing
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bribing fome, and intimidating others, Carthage BQQK
fuccesded in fubduing Spain, and even effected this s——yme
with Spauilh foldiers and Spanifh wealth.

WHJ-.N the Carthaginians were become matters
of the molt extenlive and mod valuable part of
thisfine country, they feemed either to be ignorant
of the means of eftabliihing their dominion there,
or to negleft them. Initead of continuing to ap-
propriate to themfelves the gold and filver, with
which the conquered nationswere abundantly fup-
plied from their mines, by exchanging commodi-
ties of little value for thofe metals, they chofe to
feize them by force. Nor was this fpirit of ty-
ranny confined to the body of the republic : the
generas, the officers, the private men, and even
the merchants, acted upon thefame principle. The
violence of thefe proceedings threw the conquered
provinces into a ftate of defpair, and excited in
jthofe which were yet free an extreme averfion for
fo intolerable a yoke. In thisfituationthey all of
them refolved to accept of affiftance, as fatal to
them as their injuries were cruel. Spain became
atheatre of jealoufy, ambition, and hatred, between
Home and Carthage.

T H E two commonwealths contended with great
obftinacy for the empire of this beautiful part of
Europe; and, perhaps, it would finally have be-
longed to neither of them, if the Spaniards had
‘continued quiet fpectators of the conteft, and left
the rival nations time to deflroy each other. But
they chofe to become actors in the bloody fecne,

and thus reduced themfelves to be flaves to the
Z 4 Romans,
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BOOK Romans inwhich ftatc ttyey reictained till the fifth:
century.

IN a lhort time the degeneracy of thofe matters-
of the world infpired the favage nations of the
north with the enterprifing idea of invading the
provinces that were ill-governed and ill-defended.
The Suevi, the Alani, the Vandals, and the Goths,
paffed the Pyrenean mountains. Thefe barbarians,
being robbers by profeflion, were incapable of
becoming citizens, and made war upon each. other.
The Goths, fuperior in abilities or good fortune,
fubdued thereft, and reduced all the kingdoms of
Spain into one; which, notwithftanding the de-
fefts in its conftitution, and the unbounded extor -
tions of the Jews, who were the only merchants,
fupportcd itfelf till the commencement of the
eighth century.

AT this period, the Moors, who had fubdued
Africawith that impctuofity which was the charac-
teriftic of all their enterprizes, coffed the fea
They found in Spain a king deftitute of virtue and
abilities; a multitude of courtiers, and no ftatef-
mep; foldiers devoid of courage, and generals
without experience; an efeminate people, holding
the government in. contempt, and difpofed to
thange their mafter; and they alfo found rebes,
who joined them for the fake of plundering, burn-

ing, and maffacring all that oppofed them. In
lefs than three years, the fovereignty of the chrif-
tians was deftroyed; and that of the infidds eflab-
lifted upon a folid foundation,

- SPAN
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SPAIN was indebted to its conquerors for the BOOK
firft principles of tafte, humanity, politenefs, and __ -4
philofophy; as alfo for introducing among them
feveral arts, and a confiderable trade. Thefe bril-
liant profpects were not of long duration. They
were foon diffipated by the numberlefs feds that
arofe among the conquerors, and the irreparable
faults they committed in eftablifhing diftinft fove-
reigns in all the principal towns of their dominion.

DURING this time, the Goths, who, to fcreen
themfelves from the power of the Mohammedans,
had fought an afylum in the extremity of the Aftu-
rias, were labouring under the yoke of anarchy,
plunged in a barbarous ftate of ignorance, oppr eft
by their famaftical priefts, languifhing under in-
expreflible poverty, and perpetually harraffed by
civil wars. Under the influence of thefe calamities,
far from thinking to avail themfdves of the divi-
fions fubfifting among their enemies they were
fufficiently happy in being forgotten, or in not
being known by them. But as foon as the crown,
which was originally eective, became hereditary
in the tenth century; as foon as the nobility and
bifhops became incapable of difturbing the ftate;
and that the people raifed from flavery were ad-
mitted to a (hare of the government; the national
fpirit began to revive. The Arabians, attacked on
every fide, were fuccefively ftripped of their con-
quefty and at the end of the fifteenth century
they had but one little kingdom remaining.

THEIR fall would have been more rapid, had

they engaged with a power that could have united
10
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in one common center the conquefts it gained over

“—— them. But the revolution was not effected in this

manner. The Mohammedans were attacked by
different chiefs, each of which was at the head of
adiftinft date. Spain wasdivided into asmany king-
doms as it contained provinces;, and it was not till
after a long time, feveral fucceffions, wars, and
revolutions, that thefe fmall ftates were at laft
united in the two monarchies of Caftile and Arra-
gon. After this, the marriage of Ifabella with Fer-
dinand having happily joined all the crowns of Spain
into one family, they found themfelves equal to the
enterprile of attacking the kingdom of Granada.
THIS ftate, which fcarcely occupied one eighth
part of the peninfula of Spain, had aways been
in a flourifhing condition from the time of the in-
vafion of the Saracens; but its profperity had in-
cregfed in proportion as the fucceffes of the chrif-
tians had induced a greater number of infidels to
take refuge there. It confifted of three millions
of inhabitants. Throughout the reft of Europe
there were no lands fo well cultivated; fo numerous
and improved manufacthires; fo regular and fo ex-
tenfivea navigation. The public revenues amounted
to feven millions of livres*; a prodigious fum at a
time when gold and filver were very fcarce*
THESE fevera advantages, far from deterring
the monarchs of. Caftile and Arragon from in-
vading Granada, were the motives that principally
incited them to the enterprise. They were obliged
to carry on aten years bloody war, in order to fub-

*  About 306,000!,
due
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due this flourifhing province. The conquefl: of
it was completed by the furrender of the capital in
the beginning of January, 1492.

It was in thefe glorious circumftances, that
Chriftopher Columbus, a man of obfcure birth,
whofe knowledge -of aftronomy and navigation was
far fuperior to that of his contemporaries, propofed
to the Spaniards, who were happy at home, to ag-
grandize themfelves abroad. He was led by a fe-
cret impulfe to imagine that another continent cer-
tainly exifted, and that he was the perfon deftined
to difcover it, The idea of Antipodes, which fu-
perltition had condemned as heretical and impious,
and reafon itfelf had treated as chimerical, appeared
to this penetratfng genius to have its foundation in
truth. This idea, perhaps the greateft that ever
entered into the human mind, took ftrong poffeflion
of hisimagination ; and, having in vain propofed the
acquiiition of a new hemifphere to his native
country Genoa, to Portugal where he then refided,
and even to England, which he might have expefted
would readily have concurred in any maritime ax
-terprife, he at laft communicated hi5 views apd hig
projefts to Ifabella.

T H E miniftersof this princefs, who looked upon
the fcheme of difcovering a new world as the off-
ering of a diftempered brain, trested the author
of it for fome time with thofe ars of contemptuous
infolence, which men in office often put on with
thofe who have nothing but genius to recommend
jthem. But Columbus was not to be difcouraged
by any difficulties 5 he poffeffed, as all men do who

engage
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engage in extraordinary enterprifes, adegree of
enthufiafm, which renders them fuperior to the
cavil's of therignorant, the contempt of the proud,
the mean arts of the covetous, and the delays of
the indolent. At length, by perfeverance, fpirit,
and courage, joined to the arts -of prudence and
management, he furmounted every obftacle. Hav-
ing obtained three fmall veffels, and ninety men,
he fet fail on the third of Auguft 1492, with the
title of admiral and viceroy of the iflands and ter-
ritories he fhould difcover.

HAVING failed a confiderable length of time,
the fhips crews, terrified with the idea of the im-
menfe traft of ocean which lay between them and
their native country, began to defpar of the fuc-
cefs of their undertaking. The difcontent rofe
to that height, that they more than once formed
the defign of throwing Columbus over-board, and
returning to Spain. The admiral concealed his
chagrin aslong as he could: but, when he found that
a mutiny was ready to break out, he affured his com-
panions, that, if hedidnot difcover land in threedays,
he would fail back to Europe. For fome time paft,
on founding, he had found a bottom; and from other
circumflances, which are feldom deceitful, he had
reafon to conclude that he was not far from land.

T H E new world was difcovered in the month of
Oftober. Columbus landed on one of the Lucayas,
or Bahama iflands, which he called San-Salvador,
and took poffeffion of it in the name of Ifabella.
The Spaniards at that time did not conceive that
there could be any injuftice in feizing upon a
country which was not inhabited by chriftians.

THE
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T H E iflanders, on feeing the ftrips, and arace of BOOK.
men fo different fromtheir own, wereterrified and  sesmpned
ran away. The Spaniards caught fome of them,
treated them with great civility, and difmiffed them
loaded with prefents.

THIS behaviour entirely diffipated the fears of
the whole nation: the inhabitants appeared upon
the fhore without arms. Severa of them came on
board. They viewed every thing with admiration.
Their manners were free and open. They brought
fruits.. They &fiifted the Spaniards in getting on
fhore, by taking them upon their fhoulders. The
inhabitants of the neighbouring iflands fliewed the
fame obliging difpofition. The failors, fent by Co-
lumbus to make difcoveries, every where met with
the kindeft reception. Men, women, and chil-
dren, were employed in procuring provifions for
them. They filled the hammocks where they flept
with the fineft cotton. But it was gold that the
Spaniards wanted, and they foon found it. Seve-
ral of the favages wore ornaments made of this
precious metal, which they prefented to their new
gueftsj who on their part- were more difgufted
with the naked appearance and fimplicity of thefe
people, than touched with their kindnefs. They
were incapable of difcerning in them the genuine
characters of nature.- Surprized to find men of a
copper colour without beards or hair on their
bodies, they looked upon them as a race of imper-
fect animals, who were only to be treated with
humanity till the neceffary information was ob-
tained in regard to the neighbouring countrlee
and the gold mines.

5 HAVING
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HAVING taken a view of feveral fmaller iflatids,
Columbus landed on the north fide of a large one
called by the natives Hayti; to which he gave the
name of Hifpaniola, and which is now caled San
Domingo: he was conduced thither by fome fa
vages of the other iflands, who accompanied him
without the leaft diftruft, and gave him to under-
ftand, that it wes the great ifland which furnilhed
them with the metal the Spaniards were fo eager
to acquire.

THE ifland of Hayti, whtch is two hundred
leagues in length, and fixty and in fome places
eighty in breadth, is divided from esft to weft by
achain of mountains, which occupy the center of
the ifland, and are for the moft part fteep. It was
diftributed into five populous kingdoms, the inha-
bitants of which lived in perfect amity. Their
kings, who were called Caciques, were fo-much

the more abfolute, as they were much beloved.

The complexion of thefe people was much fairer
than in the other iflands. They painted their
bodies. The men went quite naked. The mar-
ried women wore a kind of cotton petticoat,
which reached no further than their knees. The
girls, aswell as the men, were naked. Their food
was maize, roots, fruit, and fhelLfifh. As they
were temperate, nimble, and aftive, but not ftrong,
they were averfe from labour. They lived free
from care in a ftate of agreeable indolence. Their
time was fpent in dancing, diverfion, and fleep. By
the accounts the Spaniards give of them, they
ihewed little marks of underftanding ; and indeed

3 illanders,
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iflanders, who live in a date of reparation from BOV?K.
the reft of mankind, muft of neceffity have very s
confined idess.. Detached focieties arrive at im-
provement by flow and-difficult advances. They

derive no advantages from thofe difcoveries, which

time and experience throw in the way of other

people: neither do the chances of acquiring know-

ledge occur fo frequently among them.

THE Spaniards themfelves confefs, that thefe
people were humane, void of malice and revenge,
and aimoft diverted of any pafiion whatever. They
were ignorant, but fhewed no defire of being in-
formed* This indifference, and the confidence they
repofed in ftrangers, prove that they were happy-
Their hiftory, and their notions of morality, were
contained in a colleftion of fongs, which they
learned from their infancy ; and they had, in com-
mon with all nations, fome fables concerning the
origin of the human race.

WE know little of their religion, to which they
were not much attached; and it is probable that
in this refpeft, aswell asin many others, they have
been calumniated by the authors of their deduc-
tion ; who pretend that thefe iflanders, whofe man-
ners were fo gentle, paid adoration to a number
of malevolent beings. The worfhipers of a male-
volent deity can never be good themfelves.

THEY had no law that limited the number of
their wives. It was common for one of them to
have fome privileges and diftinctions allotted to
her; but thefe gave her no authority over the reft.
She was one whom the hufband loved the beft, and

by
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by whom he thought himfelf beft beloved. On the
death of her hafband, fhe fometimes caufed herftif
to be buried in the fame grave with him. This
was not a cuftom, a duty, or a point of honour,
among thefe people: but the wife found it impof-
fible to furvive the object of her tendereft affection.
This freedom in love and marriage, which was au-
thorized by their laws and manne's, was by the
Spaniards called debauchery, licentioufnefs, and
vice: and to the pretended excdfive indulgence
of the iflanders in this particular, they attributed
the rife of a diftemper, which, as a philosophical
phyfician has lately demonftrated in a treadle on
the origin of the venereal difeafe, was known in
Europe before the difcovery of America.

THESE iflanders had no other weaponsthan a
bow and arrows made of wood, the point of which
being hardened in the fire was fometimes armed
with fharp ftones, or the bone of a fifln The
ordinary drefs of the Spaniards was of itfclf an
impenetrable armour againft arrows of thiskind,
(hot with little dexterity. Thefe weapons and
fome fmall clubs or rather large flicks, which
could feddom give a mortal blow, were far from
making thefe people formidable.

THEY were diftinguiflaed into different daffes,
one of which laid claim to a kind of nobility ; but
we are little acquainted either with the preroga-
tives annexed to this diftinction, or with the means
of obtaining it. Thisignorant and favage people
had alfo forcerers among them, who were always
either the offgoring or parents of fupeiftition.

COLUMBUA
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coLUMBUS omitted DO attention that might en- BORK
gage the friendfhip of thefe ifianders® But at the smmywwd
fame time he made them fenfiblethat, though hehad
no inclination to hurt them, he did not want the
power. The proofs be gave in their prefence of the
furprifing effects of his artillery, convinced them of
the truth of what he 6id. They looked upon the
Spaniards as men defcended from heaven; and the
prefents they receved were, in their eftimation,
not meer curiofities, but facred things Thiserror
was productive of great advantages5 nor was it re-
moved by any aft of folly or cruelty. They gave
the favages red caps, glafs beads, pins, knives, and
bells, and received in.return gold and provifions.

coLumBuUSs availed himfelf of this harmony to fix
upon a place for a fettlement, which he defigned
ihould be the center of all his future projefts. H6
erefted a fort with the affiftance of the iflanders, who
chearfully laboured to forge chains for themfelves.
He left thirty-nine Caftilians in the place; and,
having reconnoitred the greateft part of the ifland,
failed for Spain.

HE arrived at Palos, a port of Andalufia, from
whence he had (et fail feven months before. He
proceeded by land to Barcelona, where the court
refided. Thisjourney wasatriumph. Thenobility
and the peoplé went to meet him, and followed him
in crouds to the prefence of Ferdinand and Ifabella.
He presented to them fome iflanders, who had vo-
luntarily accompanied him. He produced pieces of
gold, birds, cotton, and many curiofities, which were
valuable on account of their novelty. Such a va-

VOL.I1I. A a riety
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"BOOK riety of uncommon objefts, expofed to the view of
VI. a people whofe vanity inflamed by imagination
magnified every thing, made them fancy that they
faw an inexhauftible fource of riches for ever flow-
ing into their country. The enthufiafm fpread, and
reached even to the throne. At the public audience
the fovereigns gave to Columbus, he was per mitted
to be covered, and to fit as a grandee of Spain.
Herelated his voyage to them. They loaded him
with careffes, commendations, and honours;, and
foon after he reimbarked with feventeen fail, to

make new difcoveries, and to eftablifh colonies
. ON hisarrival at San Domingo with fifteen hun-
dred foldiers, three hundred artificers, miffonaries,
corn, fruits, and fuch domeftic animals as were
unknown in the new world ; Columbus found his
fortrefsdemolifhed, and all the Spaniards maffacred.
It appeared on examination clear to Columbus, that
they had drawn this misfortune uponthemfelves,by
their haughty, licentious, and tyrannical behaviour:
and he had the addrefs to perfuade thofe who had
letS moderation than himfelf,that it wasgood policy
to poflpone their revenge to another time: They
employed themfeves entirely in fcrutinizing the
mines, the working of which was one day to coft fo
much blood, and in building fortsin the neighbour -
hood with fufficientgar rifonsio proteft their labours.
Crudties IN the mean time, the provifions that had been
towards ~ brought from Europe were fpoilt by the damp
?eﬂ'?%gns heat of the climate; and the few hands, fent over
tlola for the purpofe of raifing vegetables in a country.
fo favourableto their growth, were either dead, or
difabled
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difabled by ficknefs. The military men were de- BOVCI)K
fired to fupply their place; but they difdained ‘an e ww
employment that was to procure them fubfiftence
Indolence began then to be an honourable diftinc-

tion in Spain. To do nothing, was efteemed the
charafteriftic of a gentleman; and the meaneft

foldier chofe to live in the high ftile, in a country

where he found himfelf independent. The iflanders
offered them every thing, but they required more.

They were perpetually alking them for provifions

and gold. In fhort, thefe unfortunate people at

laft grew tired of gardening, hunting, fiftiing, and
working in theraines, to gratify the infatiable Spa-

niards; and from that moment they were confidered

in no other light but that of traitors and rebelious

flaves, whofe lives might betaken away at pleafure..

coLuMBusS, finding that the Indians were cxaf-
perated by this barbarous treatment, returned from
purfuing his difcoveries, in hopes of bringing the
parties to a reconciliation; but the mutinous cla-
mours of a fierce and rapacious foldiery drove him
into hoftilities, which were contrary to his fenti-
ments both as a man and as a politician. With
two hundred foot and twenty horfe he ventured
to attack an army, faid to confift of a hundred
thoufand men, on the fpot where the city of St
Jago was afterwards built.

T H E unhappy Indians were conquered before
they engaged. They oconfidered the Spaniards as
beings of a fuperior order. Their admiration, re-
fpeft, and fear, were increafed by the European
armour ; and the fight of the cavalry in particular

Aaz2 aftonifhed
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BOOK  aftoniflied them beyond meafure. Many of them

Ay Were fimple enough to believe that the man and
the horfe were the fame animal, or a kind of deity.
Had their courage even been proof againft thefe
impreffions of terror, they could have made but a-
faint reiftaocc. The cannonading, the pikes, and
a difcipline to which they were ftrangers, muft
have egfily difperfed them. They fled on all fides.
They demanded peace; which was granted them,
on condition that they (hould cultivatethe land for
the Spaniards, and furniih them with a certain
quantity of gold every month.

THESE hard tems, and the crudties that ag-
gravated them, foon became infuppprtable. To
fcreen themfeves from them, the iflanders took
refuge in the mountains, where they hoped to pro-
aure the fmall fubfiftence their necdlities required
by hunting and gathering wild fruits, till ther
enemies who each of them required more nouriflx-
jnent than ten Indians, finding themfelves deprived
of provifions, (hould be obliged to repafs the feas
But they were disappdinted in their expectations
The Caftiiians fupported themfeves by the fup-
plies they received from Europe, and puriued ther
horrid plan with more esgernefs than ever. No
place was inacceffible to their rage. They trained
their dogs to hunt and devour the unhappy inha-
bitants;- and fome of them made a vow to maffacre
twelve Indians every day in honour of the twelve
Apoftles. By thefe means a third part of thefe
nations was deftroyed. On their arrival, theifland
was fuppofed to contain a million of inhabitants.

All
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All acoounts agree that this number is not exag-
gerated; and it is certain that the population was
consderable

THOSE who did not fall a prey to mifery, fa-
tigue, apprehenfion, and the fword, were forced
to fubmit to the will of the conqueror, who exer-
cifed his power with more rigour, as it was not
now reftrained by the prefence of Columbus. This
great man wasreturned to Spain, toinform the court
of the barbarities which the character of the peo*
pie undef his command made it irapoffible for him
to prevent, and which the voyages he was perpe-
tually engaged in did not allow him to_controul.
During his abfence, the colony, which he had left
under his brother's command, was torn by diffen-
tions, animofities, and mutinies. No orders were
pbeyed, unlefs when fome cacique was to be de-
throned, fome hord pillaged or demalilhed, or fome
nation extirpated. The moment thefe favage troops
had got poffeffion of the treafures of thefe unhappy
people whom they had maffacred, the difturbances
were renewed. The defire of independence, and
the unequal diftribution of the fpoails, created dif-
fentions among thefe rapacious conquerors. Autho-
rity was no longer refpected; the fubalterns paid
aslittleregard totheir commanders, asthe comman-
dersdid to the laws; and open war at lad broke
out among themfelves.

T H E Indians, who fometimesboreapart in thefe
bloody and deteftable fcenes, and were always wit-
neffes of them, recovered their courage a little.
Their fimplicity did not prevent them from per-

Aa3 ceiving
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BOOK caving that it jyas by no means impracticable to

V1.

rid themfdves of a fraall number of tyrants, who
appeared to have loft fight of their projects and
attended to nothing but the implacable hatred they
bore to one another. Animated by this hope, they
embarked in a confederacy, which was managed
with more art than could have been fufpected,
and which had acquired confiderable ftrength. The
Spaniards, who perfifted in deftroying each other
notwithstanding' they were threatened by fo great
a danger, would probably have fallen viftims to
their own obftinacy, had not Columbus arrived
from Europe at this critical juncture.

T H E diftinguifhed reception he had met with
there at firft had made but a tranfitory impreffion
upon the people; time, which brings on reflexion
when the firft tranfports of enthufiafm are pafled,
had diffipated that eagernefs which had at firft
been ftiewn for expeditions to the new world.
The report of the riches, and even the oftentatious
difplay of the treafures brought from thence, no
longer revived the fpirit of the people: on the con-
trary, the livid complexions of all thofe who re-
turned home; the fevere and difgraceful diftempers
with which moft of them were afflifted; the accounts
of the unwholefomenefs of the climate, of the num-
berswho had loft their lives, and the hardfhipsthey
had under gone from thefcar cityof provifions, anun-
willingnefs to be under the command of a foreigner,
who was blamed for the feverity of his difcipling;
and, perhaps, thejealoufy they entertained of his
growing reputation; all thefe rcafons contributed

to
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to produce an infuperablc preudice againft San BOV?K-
Domingo in the fubjects of the province of Caftile, \mme
the only Spaniards who were then allowed to em-

bark for that ifland.

IT was abfolutely neceffary, however, to pro-
cure colonifts, the admiral therefore propofed to
have recourfe to the prifons, and, by refcuing the
vileft malefactors from death and infamy, to make
them the inftruments of extending the power of
their country, of which they had been the bane
and difgrace. This projeft would have been at-
tended with fewer inconveniences in fuch colonies
as having gained a more folid eftablifliment,
might, by the force of their laws and the purity of
their manners, have reftrained or corrected the ex-
oeffes of a few licentious and profligate individuals,
but infant dates require founders of a different
character from a train of banditti. America will
never get rid of the remains of that alloy which
debafed the firft colonies that were tranfported thi-
ther from Europe. Columbus foon experienced the
ill dfeds of the injudicious advice he had given.

H A D this enterprifing feaman carried out with
him men of the common ftamp, he might, during
the voyage, have infpired them with honeft prin-
ciples at leaft, if not with high notions of honour.
Thefe perfons on their arrival would have confti-
tuted a majority, and the reft would have been
forced, or perhaps inclined, to adopt the examples
of moderation and obedience they would have fet
them. Such a harmony would have been produc-
tive of the moft falutary effects and have efta-

A a4 blifhed
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bliflied the colony on rite moft folid foundation
The Indians would have been treated in a better
manner, the mines worked to greater advantage,
and the taxes more edfily levied* The mother-
country, animated by this fuccefc to the greateft
attempts, might have formed new fettlements,
which would have augmented the glory, the wealth,
and the power of Spain, Thefe important events,
which might have been brought forward in a few
years, were rendered abortive by this fingle piece
of mifmanagement. '

T H E malefactors who accompanied Columbus,
in conjundion ‘with the plunderers at San Do-
mingo, formed a fociety the moft abandoned ima-
ginable. They were ftrangers to fubordination,
decency, and humanity. The admiral in parti-
cular was the objeft of their refentment, who
perceived too late the falfe ftep he had taken
himfelf; or into which, perhaps, he had been
betrayed by his enemies. This extraordinary man
purchased upon very hard terms the fame which
his genius and induftry had procured him, His
life exhibited a perpetual contrafl: between thofe
incidents which cither elate or deprefs the mind
of a conqueror. He was not only continually
expofed to cabals, calumnies and the ingratitude
of individuals, but was alfo obliged to fubmit
to the caprices of a haughty and fufpicious court,
which by turns rewarded or puniihed, careffed or

difgraced him.

T H E prgudice, entertained by the Spanifli mi-
niftry againft the author of the greateft difcovery
’ ever
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ever made, operated fo far, that an arbitrator was BOV?K
fent to the new world, to decide between COlUM- gt
bus and his foldiers. Bovadillar, the mod ambitious,
fdf-interefted, unjuft, and violent man that had yet
gone over to America, arrived at San Domingo, put
the admiral in irons, and had him conduced to
Spain like the worft of criminals. The court, atham-
ed of fo ignominious a treatment, granted him his
liberty ; but without redreffing the injury he had
receved, or reftoring him to his employments.
Such was the fate of this uncommon man, who, to
the aftonifliment of Europe, added a fourth part to
the earth, or rather half a world to this globe,
Which had been fo long defolate, and fo little known.
It might reafonably have been expefted, that pub-
¢ lic gratitude would have given the name of this in-
trepid feaman to the new hemifphere, thefirft dif
covery -of which was owing to his enterprifing ge-
nius. Thiswas the lead homage of refpect that could
be paid to his memory : but either through envy,
inattention, or the caprice of fortune in the diftri-
bution of fame, this honour was referved for Ame-
ricus Vefpucius, a Florentine, who did nothing
more than follow thefootftepsofamanwhofename
ought to fland foremoft in the lift of great charac-
ters. Thus the very ara, which added America to
the known world, was diftinguilhed by an inftance
of injuftice, that may be confidered as a fatal pre-
lude to thofe fcenes of violence of which this un-
happy country was afterwards to be the theatre.

AFTER the difgrace of Columbus, and the death
of Ifabella, thefe abufes became more frequent.

5 The
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The iflanders though condemned to the exceffive
labours of vaffalage, which often proved fatal to
them, and to pay the moft exorbitant fines, had
hitherto continued to live in their hords, after the
manner of the country, and under the government
of their caciques. In the year 1506, Ferdinand
was petitioned to. make a diftribution of thefe
people among the conquerors, that they might be
employed in the mines, or in any other kinds of
labour that tyranny might think proper to im-
pofe. Religion and political views were the two
pretences made ufe of to palliate this inhuman
plan: It was urged, that fo long as thefe favages
were tolerated in their fuperftitions, they would
never embrace chriftianity; and would always be
in a difpofition to revolt, unlefs their difperfion
put it out of their power to make any attempt.
The monarch, relying on the opinion of the ckrgy,
whofe intolerant principles always led them into
violent meafures, complied with the regueft that
was made him. The whole ifland was divided
into a great number of diftricts, Every Spaniard,
whether a native of Caftile or Arragon, wasin-
discriminately allotted a larger or fmaller part, in
proportion to his rank, intereft, or birth. The
Indians affigned to each difixict from this inftant
became flaves, whofe fervices and liveswere at the
difpofal of their matters. This crud fyftem was
afterwards adopted in all the fettlements in the new
world.

T H E produce of the mines was now more cer-
tain. At fir ft one half belonged to the crown;
This
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This cldam was afterwards reduced to one thrrd BOOK
and at length limited to a fifth part. \ ’

T H E treafures brought- from San Domingo ex-
cited the avarice even of thofe who would not ven-
ture to crofs the fees. The grandees, and thofe
who had employments in the ftate, obtained grants
of land by which they enriched themfelves without
any trouble. They committed the care of them to
agents who were to make their own fortunes, while
they increafed thofe of their principals. Impoffi-
ble as it feemed, there was now an augmentation
of cruelties. In five years after this barbarous
fyftem took place, the natives were reduced to
fourteen thoufand; and the continent and the ad-
jacent iflands were ranfacked for favages to fupply
their place.

THEY were indifcriminately chained together
like beafts. Thofe who fank under their burdens
were compelled to rife by fevere blows. No inter-
courfe paffed between the fexes but by ftealth. The
men perifhed in the mines; and the women in the
fields, which they cultivated with their weak
hands. Their conftitutions, already exhaufted
with exceffive labour, were ftill further impaired
by an unwholefome and fcanty diet. The mothers
expired with hunger and fatigue, prefling their
dead or dying infants to their breafts, fhriveled and
contrafted for want of a proper fupply of milk.
The fathers either poifoned themfelves, or hanged
themfelves on thofe very trees on which they had
juft before feen their wives or their children expire.
The whole race became extinct, '

THE
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. THE Spaniards, before their firft fettleraentsin
the new world were laid wafte by thefe fcenes of
horror, had formed fome of lefs note at Jamaica,
Porto-Rico, and Cuba. Velafquez, who founded
the laft of thefe, was defirous that his colony fhould
Eenjoy, together with that of San Domingo, the ad-
vantage of making difcoveries upon the continent,
and he fixed upon Francis Hernandez of Cordova
to conduft this glorious undertaking. He furniflied
him with three veffels and a hundred and ten men,
with permiffion to ereft forts, to bring off Haves
or to export gold, at hisown difcretion. This
voyage, which was made in 1517, was productive of
no event except the difcovery of the Y ucatan.

JOHN of Gryalva, who wes fent out the follow-
ing year with a view of obtaining a more accurate
knowledge of this country, difcharged his commif-
fion with ability; but he did not confine himfelf to
this objeft : he furveyed the coaft of Campeachy,
purfued his voyage ftill further north, and landed
wherever he found a convenient fpot. Though he
did not always meet with a favourable reception,
his expedition proved extremely fuccefsful. He
brought home a great quantity of gold, and ac-
quired afufficient' infight into the extent, opulence,
and flrength of Mexico.

T H E conqueft of this vaft empire appeared too
great an undertaking for a man of Gryalva's abili-
ties. Fernando Cortez, who wes more diftin-
guifhed on account of the expectations that were
entertained of his future conduct:, than by the
great fervices lje had aready performed, wes una

) nimoufly
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rimoufly fixed upon to carry this plan into execu- BO@K
- tion. According to the representation given of him eyt
by his adherents, it appears, that he had fuch an
uncommon ftrength of conftitution, that he was
able to undergo the greateft fatigues, that he
poffeffed the talent of eoguence in an eminent de*
gree; afagacity which forefaw every thing; apre
fence of mind not to be difturbed by the moft un-
expected events, that he was fruitful in expe-
dients ; that he knew how to reduce thofe to fub-
jection who refufed to M en to teems of accommo-
dation; that he purfued with invariable fteadinefs
the point he had in view ;and that he was ani-
mated with that enthufiaftic love of glory, which
has ever been confidered as the leading qualifica-
tion in ahero. This advantageous idea of Cortex
has long prevailed among the generality of people,
whofe judgements are, and muft ever be, regulated
by the fole ftandard of fuccefs  But, fince philofo-
phy has thrown a new light upon hiftory, it is be-
come a matter of doubt whether the faults of Cor-
tez did not overbalance his great qualities.

BE this, however, asit may, Cortez, who was
afterwards fo celebrated, was no fooner invected
by Veafquez with the command of the moft im-
portant expedition that had hitherto been under-
taken to the new world, than all men who felt
a propenfity for acquiring fortune or fame crouded
about him. Having furmounted the obftacles
which jealoufy and enmity thew in his way, he
fet fail on the 10th of February 1519. His forces
confided of five hundred and eight foldiers, a hun-

dred.
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BOOK  dred and nine failors with their proper officers,

u...l/,',_.; fome cavalry, and afmall train of artillery. This
amament, incondderable as it was, was not equip-
ped by government, which only lent the fanction
of its name to the attempts that were mede to dif-
cover new countries, and form new fettlements.
Thefe enterprifes were all carried on at the ex-
pence of private perfons, who were ruined if they
faled in them; while their fuccefs enlarged the
dominion of the mother-country  After the firft
expeditions, the ftate neither formed any plan,
nor advanced any money, nor rafed any troops.
The third of gold, and the fpirit of chivalry which
ftill prevailed, were the only incitements to induf-
try and activity. Theinfluence of thefe, however,
was fo powerful, that not only the common people,
but great numbers of diftinguifhed rank, flew with
impatience to mix with favages in the torrid zone,
and frequently in an unwholefome climate. There
were, perhaps, at that time, no people upon earth
befides the Spaniards fo frugal, fo much inured to
fatigue, or fo accuftbmed to the intemperature of
a hot climate, asto be able to endure fo many
hardships.

CORTEZ, who poffefléd thefe qualities in an emi-
nent degree, attacked the Indians a Tabafco as he
marched along, defeaied them in feverd engage
ments, granted them peece, entered into an dliance
with them, and brought awvay feverd of their wo-
men, who were glad tofollow him. This readinefs
of theirs may be accounted for very naturally.

IN
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IN America the men were in general addicted to 'BOVCl)K
that fhameful kind of debauchery whichfhocksna s —t
ture, and perverts animal inftinft. Thisdepravity
has been attributed by fome to-natural weaknefs,
which, however, fhould rather feem to be contrary
than incentive to it. It may rather be afcribed to
the heat of the climate; the contempt the men
have for the fofter fex ; thelittle pleafure that can
be experienced in the arms of a woman harraffed
with labour | the inconflancy of tafte ; the caprice
which incites us in every particular to enjoyments
that are lesft common; and infpiresuswith certain
inordinate propenfities to voluptuoufnefs, more
edly to be conceived than explained with decency.
Befides, thofe hunting parties, in which the men
are frequently abfent from the women for two
months, have afo contributed to familiarize men
more with each other. Thisvice is therefore in
thefe countries nothing more than the confequence
of an univerfal and violent paffion, which even in
civilized nations tramples upon honour, virtue, de-
cency, probity, the ties of confanguinity, and pa-
triotic fentiment: befides that, there are fome ac-
tions to which civilized people have, with reafon
attached moral ideas, that never have entered into
the minds of favages.

HOWEVER this maybe, the arrival of the Eu-
ropeans raifed new idess in the American women.
They threw themfelves without referve into the
ams of thefe libidinous ftrangers, who had inured
themfelves to cruelty, and whofe avaricious hands
were drenched in blood. While the unfortunate
; remains
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remains of thefe favage nations were endeavouring
to feparate themfelves from the fword that purfued
them by immenfe tracts of deferts, their women,
who had been hitherto too much neglected, boldly
trampling on the carcafes of their children and of
their murdered hufbands, went to feek their de-
ftroyers even intheir camp, in order tointice them
to share the ardent tranfportswith which they were
devoured. This furious attachment of the Ameri-
can women for the Spaniards may be reckoned
among the caufes that contributed to the conqueft
of the new world. Thefe women ufually ferved
them as guides, frequently procured them fub-
liftence, and fometimes betrayed confpiracies to
them.

T H E moft celebrated of thefe women was named
Marina. Though fhe was the daughter of a pretty
powerful cacique, fhe had been reduced, by fome
lingular events, to a ftate of flavery among the
Mexicansfrom her earlieft infancy. She had been
brought, by freih incidents, to Tabafco before the
arrival of the Spaniards.  Struck with her figure
and her charms, they foon diftinguifhed her from
the reft. Their general furrendered his heart to
her, and at the fame time excited a warm paffion
in her breaft. In the midft of amorous embraces
fhe readily learnt the Spanifli language. Cortez,
on his part, foon difcovered the intelligent mind
and refolute character of his miftrefs; and not only
made her his interpreter, but alfo his advifer. All
hiftorians agree that fhe afted a confiderable part
inevery enterprife agaipfi; M exico.

REPORT
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REPORT fays, that this empire had not then been
founded above a century. In order to prove a cir-
cumftance of fo little credibility, ic is neceflary we
fliould have other teftimony than that of the Spa-
niards, who had neither the ability nor the will to
examine any thing ; and better authority than that
of their fanatic priefts, who wanted to eftablifh their
own fuperflations, by abolifhing the worlhip of
thefe people.  What fhould we know of China, if
~ the Portuguefe had been able to fet it on fire, over-
throw, or deftroy it,as they did the Brazils?
Should we now converfe about the antiquity of its
books, its laws, and its manners ? When fome few
philoibphers have been alowed to penetrate into
Mexico, there to find out and clear the ruins of
their hiftory, and that thefe learned men fhall nei-
ther be monks nor Spaniards, but Englifh or
Frenchmen, who will be allowed every liberty, and
have all the means of getting at the truth ; then.
perhaps we may learn, whether barbarifin has not
deftroyed the antient monuments that might have
difcovered the traces of the antiquity of this
country.

OUR lights concerning the founders of the em-
pire are not more certain than tholé we have with
refpeft to the agra of itsfoundation. Thisis another
of thofe fafts the knowledge of which we have been
deprived of by the ignorance of the Spaniards.
Their credulous hiftorians have, indeed, told us, in
an uncertain and vague manner, that fome barba-
rianswho formed a national body, iffuingfrom the
north of this continent, had Succeeded in fubduing

voL. |1, Bb fuc-

369
BOOK -
VI.
|
Cortez ar-
rives at
Mexico.
His en-

gagements

with the
province
of Tlafca-
la.



370 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE

BQOK  fucceflively fome favages born under a milder ficy,
‘e and who either did not live in a fecial ftate, or
formed only fmall focieties.

A L L that we can affirmis, that Montezuma was
the fovereign of Mexico when the Spaniards landed
on the coafts of that empire. The monarch was
foon informed of the arrival of thefe Grangers.
Throughout this vaft extent of kingdom, couriers
were placed at different diftanccs, who fpeedily ac-
quainted the court with every thing that happened
in the moft diftant provinces. Their difpatches were
compofed of pieces of cotton, upon which were
delineated the fevera circumftances of the affairs
that required the attention of government. The
figures were intermixed with hieroglyphic charac-
ters, which fupplied what the art of the painter had
not been able to exprefs.

IT was to be expected, that a prince who had been
raifed to the throne by his valour, who had ex-
tended his empire by conqueft, who was in poffef-
fion of numerousand difciplined armies, would either
fend to attack, or would have marched himfelf to
difperfe, a handful of adventurers, who dared to in-
fed and plunder his dominions. But this ftep was ne-
glected ;, and the Spaniards, who had aways an ir-
refiftible turn to the marvellous, endeavoured to ex-
plain, by having recourfe to amiracle, aconduct fo
evidently oppofice to the charatter of the monarch,
and fo incompatible with his fituation. The writers
of this fuperltitious nation have not fcrupled to de-
clare to the whole univerfe, that, alittle beforethe
difcovery of the new world, it had been foretold

to
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to the Mexicans, that an invincible people from the BOV?K
eaft would foon come among them, who would ina ‘s
memorable and terrible manner avenge the gods
irritated by their moft horrid crimes, and particu-

larly by that vice whichismoft repugnant to nature.

This fatal prediction aone, they fay, had fafci-

nated the underftanding of Montezuma. By this
impofture, they have imagined that they fhould

gain the double advantage of juftifying their ufur-

pations, and making heaven anfwerable for a part

of their cruelties. This abfurd fable has for along

time obtained credit among fome perfons in both
hemifpheres, and the infatuation is not fo furprifing

as might at firft be imagined. The reafons of it

will be made evident by a few reflections.

THE earth has ever been fubjeft to revolutions.
Befides its diurnal and annual motion from weft to
eaft, it may have another infenfible as the lapfe of
time which produces a revolution from north to
fouth; and which the moderns have juft begun to
difcover, without pretending, however, either to cal-
culate the beginning of it, or to trace its continu-
ation.

THIS inclination of the earth is only a feeming
one, if it be owing to the heavens, which, by a flow
motion proportioned to the magnitude of their
orbs, attract and draw after them the fun towards
the pole: but it isareal one, if our globe, by its
natural conftitution, verges as it were infenfibly to-
wards a point oppofite to this fecret motion of the
heavens: however this may be, by the natural con-
fcquence of this inclination, the earth's axis being

Bb 2 con-
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condantly declining, it may happen, that what we
call the oblique fphere may become a right one,
and what was a right fphere may in its turn be-
come an obligue one—that the countriesnow lying
under the equator might formerly have been under
the poles, and what is now the frigid zone may
have before been the torrid.

HENCE we may conclude, that this great variation
in the pofition of the whole body of the earth muft
continually produce a number of particular altera-
tions on its furface. The ocean, which ads as the
inftrument of all thefe fmaller changes, by follow-
ing this particular inclination of the axis, retires
from one tratt of land and occupies another, and
thus occafions thofe inundations or deluges which
have fucceflively overflowed the face of the globe,
which have drowned its inhabitants, and every
where left vifible marks of ruin and devaftation, or
lading memorials of their fatal effefts in the annals
or traditions of mankind.

THIS perpetual corned of one ement with ano-
ther ;, of the earth ingulphing the waters in her in-
ternal cavities; and of the fea encroaching upon,
and fwallowing up, large tracts of land; this eter-
nal ftrife fubfifcing between two eements appa-
rently incompatible, but in reality infeparable from
each other, expofes the inhabitants of the globe to.
evident dangers, and fills them with apprehenfions
concerning their fate. Thelively recollection of pad
naturally begets a dread of future changes. Hence
the univerfal traditions concerning deluges in the
earlier ages, and the expectation of the future con-

2 flagration
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flagration of theworld. Theviolent agitationswhich BQ QK
have been felt in every part of the globe, earth- ‘s
quakes oecafioned by inundations, or vulcanos pro-

duced by thofe convulfions, raife and keep up ter-

ror in the minds of men. This terror has been

difFufed, and received the fanction of every fuper-

dition from whence it firft arofe; and it is ob-

ferved to operate mod: ftrongly in countries, fuch as
America, where the veftiges of thcfe revolutions of

the globe are mod remarkable and mod recent.

M A N, once poffefled with fear, confidersafingle
calamity as the parent of a thoufand others. Earth
and heaven feem equally to confpire his ruin : he
imagines that he views death both above and be-
neath him: he looks upon events, which accidentally
happen a the fame juncture, as connected in the
nature and the order of things; and, as every tranf-
action on this globe muft neceifarily appear under
the afpect of fome conftellation, the ftars are ac-
cufed of having a fhare in every calamity whofe
caufe is unknown ; and the human mind, which has
ever been bewildered in itsinquiries concerning the
origin of evil, has been led to fuppofe, that certain
iimilar fituations of the planets, however common,
have an immediate and neceffary influence on all
revolutions happening at the time, or foon after
fucceeding.

POLITICAL events, in particular, on account of
their greater importance to mankind, have ever
been confidered as more immediately depending on
the motion of the ftars. Hence have arifen falfe pre-
diftions, and the terrors they have infpired; ter-

Bb 3 rors
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BOOK rorswhich have dwaysdifturbed the earth, ans of
h_!";___, which ignorance is the caufe, and at the fame tima
regulates the degree of them.

THOUGH Montezuma, as well a many other per-
fons, might poffibly have been affected with thisdif-
egfe of the human mind, there is no circumftance
that can induce us to impute this prevailing weak-
nefs to him. His political conduct, however, was
not the wifer on this account. Since this prince
had been upon the throne, he had no longer dif-
played any of thofe talents that had placed him
uponit. Sunk in a ftate of effeminacy and indo*
lence, he defpifed his fubjects, and oppreiTed his
tributaries. His mind was fo debafed and corrupted,
that even the arrival of the Spaniards could not
rouze him into action. He wafted in negotiations
the time he Ihould have employed in combat, and
wiflied to fend away, laden with prefents, enemies
he ought to have deftroyed. Cortez, to whom this
fupinenefswas very convenient, omitted nothing that
might contribute to encourage it, and aways treat-
ed with him in the moil friendly terms. He de-
clared, that he was fent merely with ordersto hold
a conference with the powerful emperor of Mexico,
on the part of the greareft monarch of the esft.
Whenever he wes preffed to reimbark, he always
rcpreientcd, that no ambaffador had ever been dif-
miffed without being admitted to an audience. At
length, the deputies, finding him inflexible, were
obliged, according to their inflections, to havere-
course to menaces, and fpoke in high terms of the
opulence and strength of their country. Cortez then,

3 turning
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turning to his foldiers, told them: This is exactly BOOK
what we with to meet with great dangers and great \.....v.....a
wealth. He had then completed all his preparatives,

and gained every information that was neceffary.
Refolved therefore to conquer or to perifh, he fet

fire to all his (hips, and directed his march to the

capital of the empire.

IN hisway he met with the republic of Tlafcala,
which had ever been in enmity with the Mexicans,
who wanted to make it fubject to their empire. Cor-
tez, not doubting but that they would favour his
projects, demanded permiffion to pafs through their
country, and propofed an alliance; both which were
refufed, for resfons that we never have been ac-
quainted with. The furprifing accounts given of the
Spaniards aftonifhed the inhabitants of Tlafcala,
but did not difmay them. They fought four or five
battles; in one of which the Spanifh troops were
broken, and in danger of being defeated, had not
fame diffentions happened in the enemy's army.
Cortez was obliged to intrench himfelf; and the
Tlafcalans, who wanted nothing but arms to make
them victorious," rufhed to death upon his bread-
works.

ANOTHER circumftance, which contributed not a
little to their defeat, was a certain point of honour
dictated by the feelings of common humanity,
adopted by the Greeks at the fiege of Troy, and
by fome people among the Gauls; and eftablilhed
among feveral nations. Thiswas the dread and dif-
grace of fuffering the dead or the wounded to be
carried off by the enemy. An attention to this point

Bb4 oc-
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occafioned a continual confufion in their array,
"and abated the vigour of their attacks.

T H E form of government among thefe people was
very fingular, and in many refpects a leaft may be
propofed as an excellent model. The country was
divided into feveral diftricts, over which princes
profidedwith thetitle of Caciques. They led their
fubjects to war, levied taxes, and adminiftered juf-
tice: but it was neceffary that their laws and edifts
fhould have the fanction of the fenate of Tlafcala,
inwhich the fupreme authority refided. This body
was comnofed of citizens chofen out of each dif-
trift by an aflembly of the people.

T H E morasoftheTlafcalans were extremely fevere.
Falfhood,filial ingratitude, and fodomy, were punifh-
edwidi death. Polygamy wastolerated by law. Their
climate led to it, and the government encouraged it.

MILITARY merit here, asinall uncivilized ftates,
or fuch as afpirc to conqueft, was in the higheft
eftcem. In their warlike expeditions they carried in
their quivers two arrows, on which were engraven
the figures of two of their antient heroes. They be-
gan the engagement by difcharging one of thefe ar-
rows, which it was a point of honour to recover. In
their towns they woie adrefs, which they laid afide
when they went to battle. They were celebrated
for fimplicity and finccrity in their public treaties,
and the veneration they paid to old men. Theft,
adultery, anddrunkennefs, were held in deteftation;
and the perfons guilty of thofe crimes were doomed
to banifhment. No ftrong liquors were alowed to
be drunk by any but veterans, exhausted by the fa-
tigues of war. THE
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THE Tlafcalans had their pleafure-gardens and BO\RK
their baths. They were fond of dancing, poetry, s
and theatrical anufements. One of their principal
divinities was the goddefs of love, who had a tem-
ple erefted to her, where the whole nation reforted
to the celebration of her feftivals.

THEIR country was not of any great extent, nor
was it the moft fertile fpot in that part of the
world. Though mountainous, it was well culti-
vated, very populous, and very happy.

SUCH were the people whom the Spaniards dif-
dained to acknowledge of the fame fpecies with
thcmfclves. One of the qualities of the Tlafcalans,
which excited their contempt the moft, was the love
of liberty. They fancied that thefe people had no
government, becaufe it was not vefted in a fingle
perfon; no police, becaufe it differed from that of
Madrid; no virtues, becaufe they were not of the
fame religious perfuafion-, and no underftanding,
becaufe they did not adopt the fame opinion.

PERHAPS, no people have ever been fo firmly
attached to their national prejudice, as the Spa
niards were at that time, and as they ftill continue
to be. By thefe pregudices all their fentiments
were diftated, their judgments influenced, and
their charafters formed. The ftrong and ardent
genius they derived from nature, ferved only to
affift them in inventing fophifms to confirm them
in their errors. Never was the perverfion of human
resfon maintained in a more dogmatical, deter-
mined, obftinate, and artful manner: nor was their
attachment to their cuftom? lefs ftrong than to

their
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their prgudices. They thought no people in the
worid were intelligent, enlightened, and virtuous,
except themfelves. This national pride, carried
to an excds of infatuation beyond example,
would have inclined them to confider Athens in
the fame contemptuous light as ihey did Tlafcala.
They would have treated the Chinefe as brutes,
and have every where left marks of outrage, op-

preflion, and devaftation*

THIS haughty and imperious turn of mind did
not, however, prevent the Spaniards from making
an alliance with the Tlafcalans, who furnifhed
them with troops to condudt their march and fup-
port them in their enterprife.

WITH this renforcement, Cortez advanced
towards the capital city, through a fertile country
Watered by finerivers, and interfperfed with towns,
woods, cultivated fields, and gardens. The foil pro-
duced a variety of plants unknown in Europe.
Birds of the brighteft plumage, and animals of a
new fpecdies appeared in great abundance. Nature
only changed her appearance, by affuming a more
agreeable and richer drefs. The temperature of
the air, and the continual heats, which were not
infupportable, preferved the earth in conftant ver-
dure and fertility. On the famefpot were feen trees
covered with bioffoms and others with ddlicious
fruits, and the corn that was fown in one fidd was
reaped in another.

T H E Spaniards feemed to be infenfible to the
beauties of fo new a fcene. They faw that gold
was the common ornament of the houfes and tem-

pies
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pics; that the arms, furniture, and perfons, of the BOOK
Mexicans, were adorned with the fame metal. This _ __
atone attracted their notice, like Mammon, whom

Milton defcribes as forgetting the Divinity in

Heaven itfelf, and having his eyes aways fixed

Upon its golden porches.

MONTEZUMA'S wavering difpofition, and, per-
haps, the fear of ftaining his former glory, pre-
vented him from marching againfl the Spaniards at
their arrival, and fromjoining the Tlafcalans, who
had behaved with greater courage than he had
done; and, laftly, from attacking conquerors who
Were fatigued with their own victories. He had
contented himfelf with endeavouring to divert
Cortez from his defign of vifiting his capital, and
refolved at laft to introduce him into it himfelf.
Thirty kings or princes were fubjeft to his domi-
nion, many of whom were able to bring a nume-
rous army into the field. He poffeffed immenfe
riches, and his power was abfolute. It is faid that
his fubje#9 were intelligent, enlightened, polite,
and induftrious. They were afo awarlike people,
and had high notions of honour.

H A D theemperor of Mexico known how to avail
himfelf of thefe advantages, the fceptre could never
have been wrefled out of his hands. But this prince,

forgetting what he owed to himfelf and to his
~ flation, did not fhew the lead inftance of courage,
or ability, by the exertion of his whole force when
he might have crulhed the Spaniards, notwith-
ftanding their fuperiority in difcipline and arms;
be rather chofe to have recourfc to perfidy.

WRILS
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WHILE he loaded them with prefents, careffes,

r—— and every token of refpeft at Mexico, he gave or-

ders to attack Vera-Cruz, a colony the Spaniards
had eftablifhed with aview of fecuring their retreat,
and of being furniflied with fupplies. Cortez ac-
guainted his companions with the news, and told
them, " That it was abfolutely neceffary to furprife
" thefe barbarians with fome extraordinary exploit;
"and that he refolved to feize the emperor, and
" make himfelf mafter of his perfon." This defign
being approved, he inftantly marched with his
officers to Montezuma's palace, and told him he
muft either follow him, or die. The prince, whofe
pufillanimity could only be equalled by the rafh-
nefs of his enemies, refigned himfelf into their
hands. He was obliged to confent to the punifih-
ment of the generals, who had acted only in obe-
dience to his orders; and completed his difgrace,
by fubmitting to do homage to the king of Spain.

IN the midft of this fuccefs, Cortez received ad-
vice that Narvaez was difpatched by the governor
of Cuba, with a fmall army, to fuperfede him in
his command. He marched towards his rival, en-
gaged, and took him prifoner. He ordered the
vanquifhed to lay down their arms, but afterwards
refiorcd them, and propofed that they fhould fol-
low him. He gained their affections by his confi-
dence and magnanimity; and the army of Narvaez
jnlifted under his ftandard. He then returned to
Mexico, where he had left two hundred men to
guard the emperor.

COMMOTIONS were excited among the nobility
of Mexico, whofe indignation was raifed at the cap-
tivity
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tivity of their princfe; and the indifcreet zeal of BOOK
the Spaniards having prompted them to difturb a s
public feftival, celebrated in honour of the deifies

of the country, by deftroying their altars, and

making a maffacre of the worfliipers and priefts,

had provoked the people to take up arms.

T HE fuperftition of the Mexicans was the only
mark of barbarifm among them; their priefts, how-
ever, who were a difgrace to humanity, made a
moft fcandalous abufe of that abominable worfhip,
which they had impofed upon the credulity of the
people. This government, like all other civilized
nations, acknowledged a fupreme Being, and a
future ftate of rewards and punifhments. but
thefe ufeful doctrines were disgraced by a mixture
of abfurdities, which deftroyed their credibility.

THE religious fyftem of the Mexicans taught
them to expeft the final cataftrophe of the world
at the conclufion of every century; and that year
was diftinguiflied throughout the whole empire
by every mark of grief and confternation. The
Mexicans invoked inferior powers in the fame man-
ner as other nations have invoked Genii, Camis,
Manitous, Angels, and Fetiches. The lowed of
this clafs of deities had all their temples, images,
funftions, and diftinft authority afligned them, to-
gether with the power of working miracles.

THE Mexicans had dfo their holy water to
fprinkle the people; and the emperor drank of it.
Pilgrimages, proceffions, and donationsto the priefts,
were efteemed acts of piety : and they were no
ftrangers to expiations, penances, mortifications,

and
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and abftinence. They had fome fuperftitious ob-
fervances peculiar to themfelves, A flave was
annually chofen, and fhut up in the temple; to
him they paid adoration, offered incenfe, invoked
him as a deity, and concluded the fcene by put-
ting him to death with great folemnity. Another
piece of fuperftirion, of which no traces are to be
found in any other country, was this; on certain
days the pried made a ftatue of pafte, which they
fent to the oven; they placed it upon an altar,
where it became a divinity. Upon this day in-
numerable crouds of people flocked to the tem-
ple. The priefts cut the ftatue in pieces, and
diftributed a portion of it to all the perfons in
the affembly, who ate it, and thought they were
fanftificd by fwallowing their god.

It was certainly more eligible to eat gods than
men 5 and yet the Mexicans facrificed their pri-
loners of war in the temple of the god of battles.
The priefts, it is laid, afterwards ate them, and
fent portions to the emperor, and the principal
lords of the realm. When peace had lafted fome
time, the priefts took care to have it infinuated
to the emperor, that the gods were perifhing with
hunger; and war was commenced with no other
view than to make prifoners. Such a fyftem of
religion was in every view odious and terrible;
and all its ceremonies were of a difmal and fangui-
nary caft. It kept mankind perpetually in awe,
was calculated to make a people cruel, and to
give the priefts an unlimited authority. Thefe
barbarous abfurdities, though they might juftly

excite
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excite the deteflation of the Spaniards, could BO?K-
not juftify their atempts to fupprefs them by s —
the greatelt cruelties. They could not juftify

them in attacking and murdering a people affem-

bled in the principal temple of the capital; or

in affaffinating the nobles in order to feize upon

their pofleffions.

ON his return to Mexico, Cortez found the
Spaniards befieged in the palace, where he had
left them to guard the emperor. It was not with-
out difficulty that he opened a paffage to join
them; and, when he was at their head, he was
obliged to fuftain many powerful attacks. The
Mexicans gave proofs of extraordinary courage.
They chearfully devoted themfelves to certain
death. Naked and ill-armed, they threw them-
felves into the ranks of the Spaniards, with a
view of making their arms ufelefs, or wrefting
them out of their hands. Several attempted to
enter Cortez's palace by the embrafures, where
-the cannon were placed ; and there was not a
man who would not have courted death to pro-
cure the deliverance of his country from the
tyranny of thefe foreign ufurpers. Cortez, having
taken poffeffion of a temple which was an ad-
vantageous pod, was viewing from a platform
the engagement in which the Indians fought
defperately for the recovery of their loft Iibertyf
when two young Mexican noblemen threw away
their aams, and came over to him as deferters.
Placing one knee on the ground in a fuppliant
poflure, they feized him, and threw themfelves

from
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from the platform, in hopes of making him perifh
by dragging him along with them. Cortez dif-
engaged himfelf from them, and kept his ftaiion
by laying hold of the baluflrade ; and the two
Mexicans died viftims of this noble but fruitlefs
enterprize. |

THIS, and fome other exploits which fhewed
equal courage, made the Spaniards defirous of
coining to terms of accommodation. At length
Montezuma confented to become the inftrument
of his people's flavcry, and appeared upon the
rampart to pcrfuade his fubjects to retire. Their
rcfentment convinced him that his reign was at an
end, and lie was mortally wounded by the fliower
of arrows they dilcharged at him.

THE fuccclfor to this mean monarch was of
a haughty and intrepid difpofition. He united
judgment with readinefs of conception. He knew
how to retrieve his affairs, and to defend him-
felf in circumftances of danger. His fagacity
difcovered to him the difficulty of gaining any
advantage over an enemy, fo fuperior in their
weapons, by vigorous attacks; and he thought
it the belt expedient to reduce them by famine.
Cortez no fooner perceived this change of mea-
fures, than he thought of fecuring a retreat into
the -country of Tlafcala.

T HE execution of this project required great
difp'atch,_ impenetrable fecrecy, and well-con-
certed iiicafnres. The inarch was begun in the
middle of the night: the army was filently
filing off along a bank, when it was found that

its
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its motions had been obferved with afpirit of dif-
guife, of which the Mexicans were thought incapa-
ble. His rear guard was attacked by a numerous
body, and the flanks by the canoes diftributed on
each fide of the caufeway. If the Mexicans, who
had a greater number of troops than they could
bring into action, had taken the precaution to place
apart of them at the extremity of this caufeway, or
even to break it, all the Spaniards would inevita-
bly have perifhed in this bloody engagement. For-
tunately for them, the enemy knew not how to
avail himfelf of all his advantages, and they at
length reached the borders of the lake, after hav-
ing undergone avariety of incredible dangers and
fatigues. The confufion they werein ftill expofed
them to a total defeat, when they were relieved
from this danger by a frefh error of the enemy.
No fooner had the morning difcovered to the
Mexicans the field of battle, of which they Were
matters, than they perceived among the {lain two
of Montezuma's fons, whom the Spaniards were
carrying off with fome other prifoners. This fight
chilled them with horror. Theideaof having maf-
facred the children, after having facrificed the
father, was too violent for men, enfeebled and ener-
vated by a habit of blind obedience, to be able to
bear. They were afraid of adding impiety to regi-
cide; and employed in idle funeral rites the time
they owed to the prefervation of their country.
DURING this interval, the beaten army, which
had loft two hundred Spaniards, a thoufand Tlaf-
voL,Il C c caans,

BOOK
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calans, the greater part of their artillery, and which

« ., had fcarce a foldier remaining that was not wound-

ed, was refuming its march. The enemy foon pur-
fued, harraffed, and at length furrounded it in the
valley of Otumba. The cannonade, and the firing
of the fmall arms, the pikes and fwords, did
not prevent the Indians, all naked as they were,
from advancing and charging their enemies with
great fury. Courage wes juft upon the point of
yielding to numbers, when Cortez himfelf deter-
mined the fortune of the day. He had been in-
formed, that in this part of the new world the
fate of the battle depended upon the royal ftan-
dard. Thcfe colours, the form of which wes re-
markable, and which were never brought into the
field but on the moft important occefions, were at
no great diftance from him. He immediately ruflled
forward, with the braveft of his companions, to
take them from the enemy. One of them feized
and carried them into the Spanifh ranks. The Mex-
icans immediately loft all courage; and, throwing
down their arms, betook themfelves to flight. Cor-
tez pnrfued his march, and arrived in the country
of Tlafcala without opposition.

corTEZ did not relinqutfh either the defigri or
the hopes of fubduing the empire of Mexico ; but
he adopted a new plan; and propofed to make one
part of the inhabitants affift him in the reduction
of the other. The form of the Mexican govern-
ment, the difpofnion of the people, and the fixa-
tion of the city, favoured his' project, and facili-

tated the execution of it,
' THE
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THE empire w.s eleftive, and certain princes
or caciques were the eleftors. They ufually chofe
one of their own body. He was ob'iged to Mke
an oath, that, fo long as he filled the throne,
the rains fliould fall in due feafon, the rivers
canfe no inundations, the fields be exempt front
fterility, and that mankind fhould not be de-
ft royed by the malignant effefts of a contagious
air. This cuffom may have had fome reference
to atheocratical government, the traces of which
are {till to be found almoft among all the nations
in the world* It might likewife probably be the
intention of this whimfical oath, to intimate to the
new fovereign, that, as the misfortunes of a flate
amoft aways arife from wrong mesfures of ad-
miniftration, his government ought to be con-
duced with fuch moderation and wifdom, that
public caamities might never be confidercd as the
confequences of his imprudence, or as the juft
punifhment of his licentioufnefs. According to
the admirable tenor of their laws, merit was the
only title to the crown : but fnperftition had given
the priefts a confiderable influence in their elec-
tions, On his acceffion to the throne, the em-
peror was obliged to make war, and to offer the
prifoners to the gods. This prince, though elec-
tive, had an abfolute authority, as there were no
written laws; and he was at liberty to make what
alterations he pleafed in the old cuftoms. Almoft
all the forms of juflice and ceremonies of the
court had the fanftion of religion. The fame

Cc?2 crimes
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crimes that are punlfhed in all other places were
punifbable by the laws, but the criminals were
often faved by the interpofition of the priefts.
There were two Jawvs which had a tendency to
deftroy the innocent, and to make the Mexicans
bend under the double yoke of tyranny and fuper-
ftition. By thefe laws, perfons offending againft
the fanctity of religion, or the majefly of the
prince, were condemned to death. It is edfy to
difcern how much laws of fo little precillon might
afford opportunities of gratifying private revenge,
or of promoting the interefted views of priefts and
courtiers.

T H E fteps by which private men obtained the
rank of nobility, and the nobility rofe to ports of
honour, were bravery, piety, and perfeverance.
In the temples a more painful noviciate was pre-
ferred than in the army; and the nobles, who had
undergone fuch hardfhips to obtain their diftino
tions, fubmitted to the meaneft employments in
the palace of the emperors.

AMONG the great numbers of vaflals in Mexico,
Cortez concluded there might be fome who would
be ready to fhake off the yoke, ‘and join the Spa*
niards. He had remarked that the Mexicans were
held in great deteftation by the petty ftates that
were fubjeft to the empire, and that the em-
perors exercifed their authority with extreme fe-
verity. He had likewife obferved, that the pro-
vinces in genera difliked the religion of theme-
tropolis, and that even in Mexico the nobility

3 and
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and perfons of fortune, whofc intercourfe with fo- BOOK
ciety had abated the force of their prejudices, and u-l/,l,_..a
foftened their popular manners, had loft their at-
tachment to this mode of religion ; and that many

of the nobility were difgufted at the low fervices

exacted of them by their matters.

HAVING received fome fmall reinforcements from
the Spaniards, obtained fome troops from the re-
public of Tlafcala, and formed, fome new alliances,
Cortez bent his courfe once more towards the capi-
tal of the empire.

MEXICO was fituated on an ifland in the middle
of a large lake. If the Spaniardsmay be credited,
this, city contained twenty thoufand houfes; the
inhabitants were very numerous, and the buildings
magnificent* The emperor's palace, which was
built with marble and jafper, was of a prodigious
extent. Itsfountains, baths, ornaments, and ftatues
reprefenting different animals, excited admiration.
It was full of piflures, which, though mede of fea-
thers, were finely coloured, brilliant, and natural.
Moll of the caciques, as well as the emperor, had
menageries replenished with all the animals of the
new continent, and apartments for the arrangement
of natural curiofities. Their gardens were filled with
plants of every fpecies. The beauties of nature, and
whatever israre or glittering in her productions,
muft be an objeft of luxury to an opulent people,
where nature is beautiful, and the arts are not
brought to pcrfedtioij. Thetemples, which were
numerous, were in general magnificent; but pollu-
ted with blood, and hung round with the heads of
R Cc 3 the
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BO\”O K the unhappy vicVtms who had been facrificed. One

;__V,'_, of the greateft beauties of Mexico was a fquare to
which more than a hundred thoufand perfons ufu-
ally refortcd: it was covered with tents and fhops®
where the merchants expo fed to view all the riches
of the country, and the manufactures of the M exi -
cans: birds of every colour, brilliant fhells, a pro-
fufion of flowers, together with pieces of workman-
ihip in gold and enamel, gavethefe markets a more
beautiful and fplendid appearance to the eye, than
is to be met with in the richefl fairs of Europe.
One hundred thoufand canoes were constantly
palling and repafling between the city and the bor-
ders of the lake; which were ornamented with
more than fifty cities, and amulitude of towns and
Tillages. Upon this lake were three caufeways of
conliderablc length, Which were mafter-pieces of
Mexican induftry. If we confider that thefe people
were of no very remote antiquity, that they had no
intercourfe with any enlightened nation, that they
knew not the ufe of iron, were deltitute of the con-
venience of writing, and unacquainted with any
of thofe arts which affift us in the knowledge and
exercife of others; and if we add to this, that
they lived in aclimate where the invention of man
is not excited by neceffity; we muft acknowledge
them to have been one of the moil mgemous peo-
ple in the world. '

B U T thefalfity of this pompous description may
eafily be made evident to every man's capacity. It
Is not, however, merely by contraftlng the prefent
ft ate of MeX|c0 W|th that |n which its conquerors

' pretend
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preténd to have found it, that this point can bede- BOOK:

cided. The ravages occationed by deftructive
tyranny, and a long-continued feries of oppreflions,
are fufficiently known. But, if we compare the
different accounts of the Spaniards, we fhall then
be able to judge of the degree of credit they de-
ferve. When they wifh to imprint a great idea of
their courage and fuccefs, they reprefent the em-
pire they have fubdued as a formidable, rich, and
civilized, kingdom. If, on the contrary, they
mean to juftify their cruelties, no people were ever
fo bafe, fo corrupt, fo barbarous, as thefe.

WERE it poffible to form a proper judgement
of a people that exifts no more, it might poffibly
be faid, that the Mexicans were fubjeft to a def-
potifm as cruel as it was ill-concerted; that they
rather conceived the neceffity of having regular
tribunals of juflice, than they felt the advantages
of them ; that the fmall number of arts they fol-
lowed were as defeftive in workmanfhip, as they
were rich in materials; that they were further re-
moved from afavage, than they were near to a ci-
vilized people; and that fear, the chief fpring of
all arbitrary governments, ferved them inftead of
morality and principles.

CORTEZ began, however, by gaining over to his
interell the caciques who reigned in the cities
that were lituatcd on the borders of the lake.
Some of them joined the Spaniards with their
forces s, others were reduced to fubjeftion, Cortez
took poffeffion of the three avenues that lead to

' Gc 4 Mexico.
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Mexico. He afo endeavoured to make himfelf maf-
ter of the navigation of the lake. He built fome
brigantines, on board of which he put part of his
artillery: and, in this pofture,he waited till famine
fliould produce a furrender of the empire of the new
world.

GUATIMOZIN exerted his utmoft effortsto relieve
the capital. Hisfubjects fought with as much fury
as ever. The Spaniards, however, maintained their
pods, and carried their attacks into the center of
the city. The Mexicans, fearing it would be taken,
and perceiving that there muft foon be atotal want
of provisions, turned their attention to the pre-
servation of their emperor. Heconfented to attempt
his efcape, with a view of maintaining the war in
the northern part of his dominions. To facilitate
his retreat, a party of his foldiers gegeroufly de-
voted themfelves to death, by diverting the atten-
tion of the befiegers: but the canoe, in which this
generous and unfortunate monarch had embarked,
was taken by a brigantine. An officer of the Spa-
nifh revenue, fufpecting that he had treafures con-
ceadled, ordered him to be extended upon red-hot
coals, to extort a confeffion. His favourite, who
underwent the fame torture, complaining to him
of his fufferings, the emperor faid, Am | upon a bed
of rofes? an exprefiion .equal to any of thofe
which hiflory has recorded as worthy the admi-
ration of mankind! an cxpreffion which the
Mexicans |hall one day repeat to their children,
when the period lhall arrive, in which the Spa
piards fhall expiate the cruelties they have ex?

’ ercifed
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ercifed, and that race of deftroyers be plunged
into the fea, or drowned in their own blood.
Thefe people may, perhaps, preferve the actions
of their martyrs, and the hiftory of their perfe-
cutions. In thefe it will be recorded, that Guati-
mozin was dragged half dead from the flames,
and that three years after he was publicly hanged,
under pretence of his having confpired againft his
oppreifors and executioners.

IN arbitrary ftates, the fall of the prince, and
the reduction of the capital, ufually bring on the
conqueft and fubjeftion of the whole realm. The
people cannot preferve their attachment to an op-
preffive government, or to a tyrant who thinks to
make himfelf more refpectable by never appearing
in public. Accuftomed to acknowledge no right
but that of force, they never fail to fubmit to the
ftrongefl: party. Such was the revolution of Mexico.
All the provinces fubmitted without refinance to
the victor, who gave the name of New Spain to
this empire, the frontiers of which were (till ex-
tended, though they were aready five hundred
leagues in length, and two hundred in breadth.

THE flrft 'itep the conquerors took, was to
add to their acquifitions the vaft traft which lies
to the fouthward, and extends from Guatimala
to the gulph of Darien. This acceffion of ter-
ritory, though acquired without much lofs of
time, blood, or treafure, was of little ufe. The
provinces of which it confifls are hardly known,
and inhabited only by a few Spaniards, who in
general are poor, and have by their tyranny
) compelled
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compelled the Indians to retire into the moun-

\ . , tains and impenetrable forefts. Among all thefe

favages, the Mofquitos are the only people who
retain the form of a nation. Having for a long
ti'me ftrugglcd to preferve the fertile plains they
inhabited in the country of Nicaragua, they took
refuge among the barren rocks at the cape of
Gracias a Dios. Defended on the inland fide by
impaffablc moraffes, and on that of the fea by
dangerous fhoals, they defy the rage of their ene-
mies= Their intercourfe with the Englifh and
French pirates, whom they have frequently ac-
companied in the moft dangerous enterprizes, has
inflamed their hatred for their perfecutors, in-
creafed their natural audacity, and taught them
the tile of fire-arms: but their numbers, which
were never confiderable, have been continually
on the decline. As they do not at prefent exceed
two thoufaud men, their wesknefs puts it out of
their power to give the lead alarm.

THE increafed extent of New Spain towards
the north is more confiderable, and may prove
of much more importance. We have hitherto
been fpeaking only of New Mexico, which was
Jlifcovered in 1553, and conquered in the begin-
ning of the laft century; which revolted about
the middle of it, and was foon after reduced to
fubjcction. All that we know concerning this
immenfe province is, that the Spaniards have
fettled a few wandering faveges there, introduced
a little agriculture, worked fome rich mines im-
perfectly, and eftabliihcd a fettlement caled Santar

Fé.
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Fé The conqueft of this inland territory would BOOK

have been followed by another of much greater
utility on the feacoeft, if, during the hundred
years fince it was undertaken, it had been pro-
fecuted with the attention it deferved.

THE old empire of Mexico extended its boua’
daries amoft: to the entrance of Vermilion bay.
prom thefe limits, to the place where the con-
tii-ent is united to California, is a gulph amoft
twenty degrees in length. Irs breadth is fome-
times iixry, and fometimes fifty leagues, fcldotn
lefs than forty. In this extent there are many
fand-banks, and a conliderable number of iflands;
and the codft is inhabited by feveral favage nations,
which are for the mod part in enmity with each
other. The Spaniards have here formed certain
fcattered colonies, to which, agreeably to their
cuftom, they have given the name of provinces.
Their miffionarics have carried their difcoveriesfur-
ther, and flattered themfelves that they fhould pro-
cure to their country greater riches than it had
ever acquired from its mod celebrated poffeffions.

SEVERAL caufes have been for along time con-
bined, to render their labours ineffectual. No
fooncr had they affembled together, and civilized
fome of the favages than thefe were carried off
to be employed in the mines. This cruelty ruined
the rifing fettlements, and prevented other In-
dians from incorporating with them. The Spa-
niards, too remote from the infpeftion of govern-
ment, ‘gave themfelves up to the moil atrocious
and unheard-of enormities. Quickfilver, fluffs,
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and other merchandife, were carried thither from
Vera-Cruz on mules, through a difficult and
dangerous way of fix or feven hundred leagues,
a circumftance which, at the end of - the journey,
enhanced their price fo confiderably, that mod of
the perfons concerned in the working of the mines
were obliged to abandon them, from the impof-
fibility of Supporting them. At laft certain clans
of favages, ftimulaied either by ferocity, or the
well-grounded appreheniion of being one day en-
flaved, unexpectedly fell on the workmen, who
ftill obilinately perfifted in flruggling againft fo
many difficulties.

IT was hoped that a new arrangement of things
would take place, when in 1746, by order of
government, the Jefuit Ferdinand Confag had
failed through the whole gulph of California. This
voyage, executed with the utmoft care, and with
great judgment, inftrufted the Spaniards in every
thing that was of importance for them to know.
They became acquainted with the codfts of this
continent, the harbours which nature has opened
there, the fandy and dry places which are not fuf-
ceptible of cultivation, and the rivers, which, by
the fertility they produce on their banks, point
out the proper fpot for the formation of fettle-
ments. Nothing in future could hinder the veffds
from Acapulco from entering Vermilion bay, or
from conveylng at a moderate expence, into the
provmces or its borders, miffionaries, foldiers,
‘miners, provifions, merchandize, and every thlng
peceffary for polonies, and returnlng from thence

laden
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laden with metals. The imagination of the Spa- BOVOK
niards went ftll further. They already forefaw .__V__,
the whole continent fubdued as far as New Mexico,
and a new empire rife as extenfive and as opulent
as the former, and which would be fuperior to it
in the mildnefs and falubrity of its climate.
THESE expectations were not chimerical; but,
in order to have them realized, it was necefiary that
the natives of the country ihould cither be gained
over by humane actions, or fubdued by force of
arms. It could not poffibly enter into the minds of
the deflroyers of the new world to have recourfe to
the firft of thefe expedients; and they were not
able to purfue the fecond before the year 1768.

Their endeavours have not been crowned with
complete fuccefs. They advanced with confidera-
ble rapidity in Mexico, and in every region which
was populous, or whofe inhabitants were collected
in afmall compafs. Countries lefs inhabited were
not fo foon reduced, becaufe there was a neceffity
of finding out men to fubdue, and becaufe they
fled into the forefls whenever the Spaniards ap-
peared, and did not appear again till want of fub-
(iftence had obliged them to return. Thus it was
not till after three years purfuit, toil, and cruelty,
that the conqueft of the Seris, Platos, and Sobai-
poris, was completed. Their neighbours, the Pa-
pagos, Nijoras, and Sobas, defpairing of being
able to defend their liberty, fubmitted to the yoke;
without refiftance. Troops were ftll employee
in 1771 in purfuing the Apaches, the molt war-
like of thefe nations, and who had the ftrongefl

paffion
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BOoOK péflion for independence. It is no longer thought

. V- , pofTible to fubdue them; but the Spaniards are
conftantly employed in exterminating their race,
or at leaft in keeping them at a diftance from New
Bifcay, which would othetwife be expofed to their
incurfions.

T HE wealth that has been lately found in the
provinces of Sonora and Cinaloa, which form what
is now called the New Andalufia, appears to tran-
fcend every thing that has been feen in any other
place. There is a gold mine fourteen leagues in
extent, which at the depth of two feet offers irn-
menfe treafures. Of the filver mines, one pro-
duces eight marks per quintal of ore, and the
ftones which are drawn out of the other are almoft
entirely compofed of native filver. if the court
of Madrid, which has juft publifhed thefe dif-
coveries, hath not been deceived ; if the mines,
which often have a great extent of furface with very
little depth, do notprefent delufive hopes; the un-
happy lavages, who have very lately been fubdued,
will be all buried alive in the bowels of the earth.

Climate, N E W Spainisalmoft entirely fituatecl withinthe

foil, al —4orrid zone. The air is exceffively warm, moill,

population

of Mexico, and unwholefome, on the coafts of the north fea
Thefe defefts of the climate are infinitely lefs felt
on the coafts of the fouth fea, and hardly at all in
the inland country, which is interfered by achain
of mountains, that are fuppofed to be a continua-
tion of the Cordeleras.

T H E quality of the foil has the fame variations.
The eaftcrn part is low, marfhy, overflowed in the

rainy
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rainy feafons, covered with impenetrable forefts,and BOOlK
totally uncultivated. It may beimagined, that, if the \ o memd
Spaniards fhould leave it in thisftate of defolation,

it is becaufe they judge, that a defert and deftruc-

tlve frontier will furnifha better defence againft

an enemy's fleet, than they could ever expect either

from fortifications and troops, the maintenance of

which would coft immehfe fums; or from the na-

tives of the country, who are effeminate, and little
attached to the government of their conquerors.

The foil on the. weftern fide is higher, of a better
quality, on which there are many fields, and feve-

ral houfes are built uponit. In the low lands there

are diitricts, on which nature has been very libe-

ral ; but, like every country fituated under the
tropics, they abound more in fruits than in corn.

T H E population of this vaft empire is not lefs
various than its foil. Its mod diftinguifhed inhabi-
tants are the Spaniards, fent hither by the court
ro fill the polls of government. They are obliged,
like thofe in the mother-country who afpire to any
ecclefiaftical, civil, or military employments, to
prove that there hath been neither hereticks, Jews,
Mohammedans, nor any perfonsin their family, who
have been called before the inquifition, for four
generations. Merchants who are defirous of going
to Mexico, as well as to other parts of America,
without becoming colonift, are compelled to ob-
ferve the fame forms. They are alfo obliged to
fwear that they l-ae three hundred pams of mer-
chandife, their own property, in the fleet in which
they embark, and that they will not carry their

wives
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BOV(I)K wives with them. On thefe abfurd conditions,

e they become_ the prmmpal agents of the European
commerce with the Indies. Though their charter
is only to continue three years, and a little longer
for countries more remote, it is of great impor-
tance. To them alone belongs the right of felling,
as commiffioners, the major part of the cargo. If
thefe laws were obferved, the merchants ftationed
in the new world would be confined to difpofe of
what they have received on their own account.

T HE predilection, which adminiftration hes for
Spaniards born in Europe, has reduced the Spanifh
Creoles to acquiefce in fubordinate flations. The
dependents of the companions of Cortez, and of
thofe who came after them, being conftantly ex-
cluded from all places of honour or of truft that
were any way considerable, have feen the gradual
decay of the power that fupported their fathers.
The habit of being obliged to bear that unjuft
contempt with which they have been treated has
at laft made them become really contemptible.
They have totally loft, in the vices which originate
from-indolence, from the heat of the climate, and
from a fuperfluous enjoyment of all things, that
firmnefs, and that fort of pride which hath ever
characterized their nation. A barbarous luxury,
Ihameful pleafures, and romantic intrigues, have
enervated all the vigour of their minds, and fuper-
ftition hath completed the ruin of their virtues.
Blindly devoted to priefts too ignorant to enlighten
them by their inftructions, too depraved to edify
them by their example, and too mercenary to at-

tend
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tend to both thefe duties of their function, they BQ2K

have no attachment to any part of their religion, ‘et
but that which enfeebles the mind, and have ne-
glefted what might have contributed to reftify their
morals.

T H E Meftees, who conflitute the third order of
_ citizens, are held in Hill greater contempt. Itiswell
known that the court of Madrid, in order to reple-
nish a part of that dreadful vacancy which the
avarice and cruelty of the conquerors had occafion-
cd, and to regain the confidence of thofe who had
efcaped their fury, encouraged as much as poflible
the marriage of Spaniards with Indian women. Thefe
alliances, which became pretty common through-
out all America, were particularly frequent in M ex-
ico, where the women had more understanding,
and were more agreeable than in other places. The
Creoles transferred to this mixt progeny the con-
. temptuous flight they received from the Europeans.
Their condition, equivocal at fir ft,in procefs of time
at laft was fixed between the whites and the blacks.

THESE blacks are not very numerous in New
Spain. As the natives are more intelligent, more
robuft, and more indtiftrious, than thofe of the other
colonies, they have hardly introduced any Africans
except inch as were required either to indulge the
caprice, or perform the domeflic fervice, of rich
people. Thefe Haves, who are much beloved by
their maftcrs, on whom they absolutely depend,
who pLirchafcd them at an extravagant price, and
who make them the milliliters of their pleafures,
take advantage of the high favour they enjoy, to

VOL.IL D d opprefs
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opprefs the Mexicaris. They affume over thefe men,
who are called free, an afcendant which keeps up
an implacable hatred between the two nations.
The law has ftudied to encourage this averfion, by
taking effeftual mesfures to prevent all connexion
between tl"em. Negroes are prohibited from having
any amorous correfpondence with the Indians;
the men, on pan of being mutilated, the
women of being feverely punifhed. On all thefe
accounts, the Africans, who in other fettlements
are enemies to Europeans, are in the Spanifh Indies
their warm friends.

AUTHORITY has no need of thisfnpport, at leaft
in Mexico, where population is no longer what it
was formerly.  The firft hiftorians, and thofe who
copied them, have recorded, that the Spaniards
found there ten millions of fouls. Thiswasthe ex-
aggerated account of conquerors, to exalt the mag-
nificence of their triumph : and it was adopted,
without examination, with fo much the more readi-
nefs, as it rendered them the more odious. We
need only trace with attention the progrefs of thofe
ruffians who at firft defolated thefe fine countries,
in order to be convinced that they had not fuc-
ceeded in multiplying men at Mexico and the ad-
jacent parts, but by depopulating the center of
the empire; and that the provinces, which are re-
mote from the capital, differed in-nothing from the
other deferts of South and North America. It is
making a great conceffion, to allow that the popula-
tion of Mexico has only been exaggerated one half:
for it does not now exceed one million.

T
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IT isgenerally believed, that the firft conquerors BC\)/?K
maffacred the Indians out of wantonnefs, and that e
even the priefts incited them to thefe aits of fero-
city. Undoubtedly thefe inhuman foldiers fre-
guently flied blood without even an apparent mo-
tive; and certainly their fanatic ttiitfionaties did not
cppofe thefe barbarities as they ought to have done.

This was not, however, the real caufe, the princi- -
pal fource of the depopulation of Mexico} it was
the work of a flow tyranny, and of that avarice
which exacted from its wretched inhabitants more
rigoroustoil than was compatible with their con-
ftitution and the climate.

THIS oppreflion was coeval with the conquefl
of the country. Al the lands were divided between
the crown, the companions of Corcez, and the gran*
dees or minifters who were moft in favour at the
court of Spain. The Mexicans, appointed to the
royal domains, were deftined to public labours,
which originally were confiderable. The lot of
thofe who were employed on the eftates of indivi-
duals was (till more wretched. All groaned under a
dreadful yoke-, they wereill-fed ~ they had no wages
given them; and fervices were required of them,
under which the molt robufl men would have funk
Their misfortunes excited the companion of Bar-
tholomew de las Cafas.

THIS man, fo famous in the annals of the new
world, had accompanied his father in thefirft voyage
made by Columbus. The mildnefs and fimplicity of
the Indians afected him fo ftrongly, that he made
himfelf an ecclefiaftic, in order to devote his la-

Dd 2 bours
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BOOK:. bours to their converfion. But this: foon became
I , the leaft of his attentions.  As hewas more a man
than zprieft, he felt more for thecruelties exercifed
againft them, than for their fuperftitions. He was
continually hurrying from one hemifphere to the
other, in order to comfort the people for whom
he had conceived an attachment, or to-foften their
tyrants. This conduft, which made him be idolized
by the one, and dreaded by the other, had not
the fuccefs he expected. The hope of ftriking awe,
by a character revered among the Spaniards, de-
termined him to accept the bifhoprick of Chiapa in
Mexico. When he was convinced that thisdignity
was an inefficient barrier againft that avarice and
cruelty which he endeavoured to check, he abdi-
cated it. It was then that this courageous, firm, dif-
interefted, man accufed his country before the tri-
bunal of thewhole univerfe. In hisaccount of the
tyranny of the Spaniards in America, he accufes
them of having deftroyed fifteen millions of Indians,
They ventured to find fault with the acrimony of his
ftyle, but no one convicted him of exaggeration.
His writings, which indicate the amiable turn of
his difpofition, and the fubliriiity of his fentiments,
have ftamped a difgrace upon his barbarous coun-
trymen, which time hath not and never will efface.
THE court of Madrid, awakened by the repre-
fentations of the virtuous Las Cafas, and by the
indignation of the whole world, became fenfible
at laft, that the tyranny it permitted was repug-
nant to religion, to humanity, and to policy, and
refolved
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refolved to break the chams of the Mexicans. BOVCIDK
Their liberty was now onIy conftrained by the fole st
condition, that they ftiould not quit the territory

where they were fettled. This precaution owed its

origin to the fear that was entertained of their

going to join the wandering favages to the nortli

and fouth of the empire.

W1 TH their liberty their lands ought afo to havq
been reftored to them; but this was not done.
This injuftice compelled them to work folely for
their oppreffors. It wes only decreed, that the Spa-
niards, in whofe fervice they laboured, Ihould fti-
pulate to keep ‘them well, and pay them to the
amount of 120 livres * a year.

FROM thefe profits the tribute impofed by govern-
ment was fubtracted, together with an hundred
fous*f for an inftitution which it isaftonifhing the
conquerors fliould have thought of eflablilhing.
This wes a fund fet apart in each community, and
appropriated to therelief of fuch Indians as were
decayed or indifpofed, and to their fupport under
private or public calamities.

T H E diftribution of this fund was committed to
their caciques. Thefe were not the dependents of
thofe whom they found in the country at the time
of the conqueft. The Spaniards chofe them from
among thofe Indians who appeared the mod at-
tached to their interefts; and were under no ap-
prehenfions at making thefe dignities hereditary.
Their authority was limited to the fupporting the
police in their diftrift, which in general extended

* About 5. 55t 4s.  4dw _
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' eight or ten leagues ; to the collecting the tribute
- of thofe Indians who laboured on their own ac-
count, that of the others being ftopt by the matters

whom they ferved; and to the preventing their
flight by keeping them always under their infpeo
tion, and the not fuffering themtocontraft any en-
gagement without their confent. As areward of
their fervices, thefe magiftrates obtained from go*
vernmept a property. They were permitted to take
out of the common flock five fous * annually for
every Indian under their jurifdiction. At laft they
were empowered to get ther fields cultivated by
fuch young men as were not yet fubjeft to the
poll-tax; and to employ girls till the time of their
marriage in fuch occupations as were adapted to
their fex, without allowing them any falary except
ther mdntergance,

THESE inftitptions, which totally changed the
condition of the Indians of Mexico, irritated the
Spaniards to a degree not to be conceved. Their
pride would not fuffer them to confider the Amerir
cans as free mep ; nor would their avarice per mit
them to pay for labour, which hitherto had coft them
nothing. They employed themfelyes fucceEvely, or
in combination, craft, remonftrances, and violence,
to dfet the fubverfion of an arrangement which fo
ftrongly contradicted their warmeft paffions ; but
their efforts were ineffectual. LasCafas had raifed
up for his beloved Indians protectors who feconded
his defign with zeal and warmth. The Mexicans
themselves, finding a fupport, impeached their op-

' Two-pence half-penny. '
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preffors before the tribunals, and even the tribu- BOOK

nals that were either wesk or in the interefi: of the
court. They carried their refolution fo far, as even
unanimoufly to refufe to work for thofe who had
treated any of their countrymen with injuftice. This
mutual agreement, more than any other circum-
ftance, gave folidity to the regulations which had
been decreed. The other, preicribed by the lalys,
was gradually eftablifhed. There was no longer
any regular fyftem of oppreffion; but merely feve-
ral of thofe particular vexations which a vanquish-
ed people, who have loft their government, can
hardly avoid from thofe who have fubdued it.

THESE clandeftine ads of injuftice did not pre-
vent the Mexicans from recovering, from time to
time, certain detached portions of that imraenfe ter-
ritory of which their fathers had been defpoiled.
They purchafed them of the royal domain, or of
the great proprietors. It was not their labour
which enabled them to make thefe acquifitions : for
this they were indebted to the happinefs of having
difcovered, fome of them mines, others treafures
which had been concedled at the time of the con-
queft. The greateft number derived their refources
from the priefts and monks, to whom they owed
their exiftence.

EVEN thofe, who experienced a fortune Iefs
propitious, procured for themfelves by the fole
profits of their pay more conveniences than they
had enjoyed before they underwent a foreign yoke.
Welhould be very much deceived if we fhould
judge of the antient profperity of the inhabitants

Dd 4 of
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BOOK of Mexico by what has been faidof its emperor

VI, its court, its capital, and the governors of its pro-

vinces. Defpotifm had there produced thofe fatal

effects which it produces every where. The whole

flatewas facrificed to the caprices, pleafures, and
magnificence, of a fmall number of perfons.

THE government drew confulerable advantages
from the mines which it caufed to be worked, and
ftill greater from thofe which were in the hands of
individuals. The falt-works greatly added to itsre-
venue. Thofewho followed agriculture, at thetime
of harveft paid in a kind of a third of all the pro-
duce of the lands, whether they belonged to them,
as their own property, or whether they were only
the farmers of them. Men who lived by the chace,
fifhermen, potters, and all mechanics, paid the
fame proportion of their induftry every month.
Even the poor were taxed at certain fixed contri-
butions, which their labour or their dms might put
them in acondition to pay. °

T H E generality of the Mexicans went naked,
The emperor himfelf and the nobles were only
covered with a kind of mantle, compofed of a
piece of fquare cotton tied on the right fhoulder.
They wore fandds on their feet. The women of
the lower fort for their whole apparel had only a
kind of fhift with haf-fleeves, which fell on their
knees, and was open a the bofom. Common
people were prohibited from raifing their houfes
above the ground floor, and from having either
doors or windows. Mod of thefe houfes were
built of earth, and covered with boards, and had

no
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no greater fHare of Conveniency than of elegance BOOK
TheiUfrde was covered faith mats, and lighted with' .__V,',___.
torches of fir-woodd, though they had wax and oil
in abundance. Their beds were made of plain ftraw
and coverlets of cotton. For their feats, they had
only little facks of pam-leaves, but it was their
cuftom tofit on the ground, and even to eat in that
pofture. Their nourifhment, which confided rarely
of animal food, had little diverfity and littledelicacy.
Their moft ordinary aliment was maize madf into
a pafte, or prepared with various feafonings. With
thefe they joined the common herbs found in the
fields which were not too hard, or had not a bad
fmell. Cocoa diluted in warm water, or feafoned
with honey or pimento, was their beft liquor.
They had, bcfides thefe, other liquors, but not of
an intoxicating quality; for all flrong drinks were
fo rigidly prohibited, that no one could ufe them
without a particular permiffion from government,
which wes granted only to the fick and aged. It-
was on certain folemnitics alone, and in public la-
bours, that each perfon had a quantity allowed in
proportion to hisage. Drunkennefs was confidered
as the mod fcandalous of vices. Perfons who were
found in this fituation were fhaved in public, and
their houfes were pulled down. If they exercifed
any public office, they were deprived of it, and
declared incapable of ever holding it again.

IT isa matter of aftonifhment, that men who
had fo few wants fhould ever fubmit to the yoke
of flavery. That the citizen, accuftomed to the in-
dulgences and conveniences of life, fhould pur-

' chafe
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B%? K't chafe them every day with the facrifice of his |-

i berty, is not the leaft furprifing; but that people
to whom nature offers more felicity than the focial
chain that unites them, fhould calmly fubmit to
flavery, and never think that there is frequently
but a river to crofs in order to be free; thiswould
be for ever inconceivable, if we did not know how
much habit and fuperftition render men infenfible
to the feelings of nature.

T H EMexicans are now lefs unhappy. Our fruits,
our corn, and our cattle, have rendered their food
more wholefome, agreeable, and abundant. Their
houfes are better built, better difpofed, and better
furnifthed. Shoes, drawers, (hirts, a garment of
wool or cotton, a ruff, and a hat, conflitutc their
tirefs. The dignity which it has been agreed to
annex to thefe enjoyments, has made them better
rcconomifts, and more laborious. This eafe, how-
ever, isfar from being univerfal; it is even very
uncommon in the vicinity of the mines, towns, and -
great roads, where tyranny feldom fleeps: but we
often find it with fatisfaftion in remote parts, where
the Spaniards are not numerous, and where they
have in fome meafure become Mexicans.

T H E inhabitants of the province of Chiapa are
diftinguiilied above all others. They owe their
fupcriority to .the advantage of having had Las
Cefas for their teacher, who originally prevented
them from being oppreffed. They fiirpafs their
countrymen in fize, genius, and ftrength. Their
language has a peculiar foftnefs and elegance.
Their territory, without being a better foil than

' the



IN THE EAST ‘AND WEST INDIES. 411

the reft* isinfinitely richer in all forts of produc- BOOK
tions. They are painters, muficans, and dextrous t_.\./,l,....a
inall arts. They particularly excd in fabricating
thofe works, pictures, and ftuffs of feathers, which
have never been imitated elfewhcre. Their prin-
cipal town is called Chiapa dos Indos. It is only
inhabited by the natives of the country, who form
a community confifting of about four thoufand
families, amongft which are found many of the
Indian nobility. The great river, on which this
town is fituated, is the fpot on which the inhabi-
tants continually difplay their dexterity and their
courage. They form naval armies with their boats.
They engage, attack, and defend themfelves, with
furprifing agility. They excd no lefs in the chace
of bulls, cudgding, dancing, and all bodily exer*
cfes. They build towns and caftles of wood, which
they cover with oil-cloth, and which they befiege
in form. In aword, theatrical reprefentations are
their ordinary amufements. From thefe particulars
we fee what the Mexicans were capable of, if they
had been fortunate enough to have paffed under the
dominion of a conqueror, who had pofleffed mo-
deration and good fenfe enough to relax the chains
of their fervitpde, inftead of riveting them.

THE employments of this people are very va- 5&22%%—
rious. The mod intelligent, and thofe who arein Mexico.
eafy crcumftances devote themfdves to the moft
neceffary and moft ufeful manufactures, which are
difperfed through the whole empire. The moft
beautiful manufactures are eftablifhed among the
people of Tlafcala. Their old capital, and the

new
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new one, .which is called Angelos, are the center
of this induftry. Here they manufacture cloth that
is pretty fine, calicoes that have an agreeable ap-
pearance, certain flight filks, good hats, gold lace,
embroidery, lace, glafles, and a great deal of hard-
ware. The arts muft neceffarily have made a
greater progrefs in a province which hath been
able to preferve its independence along time, which
the Spaniards .thought it prudent to treat with
fome management after the conqueft, and which
had always manifefted fuperior penetration, whe-
ther owing to its climate or its government. To
thefe advantages is joined that of its fituation. All
the inhabitants of Mexico, who muft: neceflarily
pafs over its territory when they go to purchafe
the European merchandife that is landed at Vera
Cruz, have found it convenient to take up on the
road what the fleet did not fupply them with, or
what was fold too dear.

T H E care of flocks affords amaintenance to fome
Mexicans, whom fortune or nature have not called
to-more diftinguiflaed employments. America, at
the time it was difcovered, had neither hogs, fheep,
oxen, horfes, nor even any domeftic animal. Co-
lumbus carried fome of thefe ufeful animals to San
Domingo, from whence they were generally dif-
perfed, and at Mexico more than in any other
places. Thefe have multiplied prodigioufly. They
count their horned cattle by thoufands, whofe
fkins are become an objeft of confiderable ex-
portation. The horfes are degenerated, but the
quality is compenfated by the number. HogVlard

7 is
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here fubftituted for butter. Sheepswool is dry,
coarfe, and bad, as it is every where between the
tropics.

THE vine and olive-tree have experienced the
fame degeneracy. The cultivation of them was
at firft prohibited, with a view of leaving a free
market for the commodities of the mother coun-
try. In 1706, permiffion was given to the Jefuits,
and a little afterwards to the Marquis Del Valle, a
defcendent from Cortez, to cultivate them. The
attempts have not proved fuccefsful. The trials,
indeed, that have been made, have not been aban-
doned e, but no perfon has foliated the liberty
of following an example, which did not promife
any great emoluments. Other cultures have been
more fuccefsful. Cotton, fugar, filk, cocoa, to-
bacco, and European corn, have all thriven in
fome degree. The Spaniards are encouraged to
profecute the labours which thefe cultures require,
from the happy circumftance of their having dif-
covered iron mines which were entirely unknown
to the Mexicans, as well as fome mines of a kind
of copper that is hard enough to ferve for imple-
ments of hufbandry. Al thefe articles, however,
for want of men and induttry, are merely confumed
within the country. There is only the vanilla,
indigo, and cochineal, which make part of the
trade of Mexico with other nations.

T H E vanillaisaplant which, likeivy, grows
to the trees it meets with, embraces them clofely,
and rafes itfelf by their aid. Its ftem is but
very fmall in diameter, and not quite round.

Though
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Though it isvery pliable, it isyet pretty hard. Its

%~ bark is thin, very clofe, and of a green colour. It

isinterfered likethevine, with knotswhich are at
the diftance of fix of feven inches from each other.
From thefe knots iffue leaves refembling thofe of
thelaurel, but longer, larger, thicker, and more
folid. They are of a bright green colour, their
upper furface gloffy, their under a little pale
Theflowersare blackifh.

A smALL pod about fix inches long, and four
lines broad, wrinkled, flabby, oily, thick though
brittle, may be confidered as the fruit of this plant.
Theinner part of thispod islined with a pulp that
isbrownilh, aromatic, fomewhat acrid, and full of a
black, oily, and balfamic liquor, in which an infi-
nite number of black, (hining, and almofl imper-
ceptible feads float.

T H E fcafon for gathering the pods begins about
thelatter end of September, and lafts till the end of
December. They aredried in thefhade; and, when
dry and fit for keeping, they are rubbed externally
with alittle oil of cocoa or of calba, torender them
fupple, to preferve them the better, and to prevent
them from becoming too dry and brittle.

THIS is nearly all that is known of the vanilla,
which is particularly appropriated to perfume cho-
colate; a praftice which has patted from the M exi-
cans to the Spaniards, and from them to other
nations. That aone is efleemed which grows

in the inaccdfiible mountains of New Spain. We

are equally ignorant how many different fpeces
there are of it; which are the moft valuable;
[ what
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what is the foil which fuits them belt; how they BOOK

are cultivated; and in what manner they are pro-
pagated. Al thefe circumftances are known only
to the natives of the country. It is pretended
that they have kept this fource of wealth to them*
felves, by taking an oath, that they would never
reveal to their tyrants any thing refpecting the
cultivation of the vanilla, and would fuffer the
moft cruel tortures rather than be perjured. It
is more probable that they owe this advantage
to the character of their conquerors, who, content
with the riches they have acquired, and habi-
tuated to lead an indolent life, and to indulge
themfelves in ignorance, equaly contemn both
the curiofities of natural hiftory, and the re-
fearches of thofe who apply to it. But they arc
better acquainted with indigo.

INDIGO is a kind of plant, whofe root is three
or four lines thick, and more than a foot long,
of a faint fmell fomething like parfley. From
this root iifues a fingle ftem nearly of the fame
thicknefs, about two feet high, ftraight, hard,
amoft woody, covered with a bark flightly fplit,
of a grey ah colour towards the bottom, green
in the middle, reddifh at the extremity, and
without appearince of pith in the infide. The
leaves, ranged in pairs around the ftalk, are of
an ova form, fmooth, foft to the touch, fur-
rowed above, of a deep green on the under fide,
and connected by a very fhort peduncle. From
about one third of the ftem to the extremity
there arc ears that are loaded "with ycry fmall

flowers.
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flowers from a dozen to fifteen, but deftitutc of
fmell. The piftil, which is in the midft of each
flower, changes into a pod, in which the feeds
are inclofed.

THIS plant requires a fmooth rich fqil, well
tilled, and not too dry. The feed of it, which
as to figure and colour refembles gun-powder,
is fowed in little furrows that are about the
breadth of the hough, two or three inches deep,
a a foot's diftance from each other, and in as
ftraight a line as poffible. Continual attention is
required to pluck up the weeds, which would
foon choak the plant. Though it may be fown
in all feafons, the fpring is commonly preferred.
Moifture caffes this plant to fhoot above the
furface in three or four days. It is ripe at the
end of two months. When it begins to flower,
it is cut with pruning-knives; and cut again at
the end of every fix weeks, if the weather is a
little rainy. It lafts about two years, after which
term it degenefates; it is then plucked up, and
planted afrefh.

As this plant foon exhaufts the foil, becaufe
it does not abforb a fufficient quantity of air and
dew to moiften the earth, it is of advantage
to the planter to have a yaft fpace which may

‘remain covered with trees, till it becomes ne-

ceffary to fell them, in order to make room for
the indigo: for trees are to be confidered as
fyphons, by means of which the earth and air
reciprocally communicate to each other their fluid
and vegetating fubftance; fyphons, into which

the
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the vapours and the juices being alternately drawn BQ/?K
up, are kept.in equilibrium.- Thus while the e
fap acends by the roots to the -branches, the

leaves draw in the air and vapours, which cir-
culating through the fibres of the tree defcend

again into the earth, and rcflore to it in dew

what it lotes in fap. It is in order to maintain

this reciprocal influence, that, when there are no

trees to preferve the fields in a proper ftate for the
fowing of indigo, it is cuftomary to cover thofe

which are exhaufted by this plant with potatoes or

lianes, whofe creeping branches preferve the
frefhnefs of the earth, and whofe leaves when

burnt renew its fertility.

INDIGO is diftinguiflied into two kinds, the true
and the baftard. Though the firft is fold a a
higher price on account of its fuperiority, it is
ufually advantageous to cultivate the other, be-
caufe it is heavier. Thefirft: will grow in many
different foils; the fecond fucceeds beft in thofe
which are mod: expofed to the rain. Both are
liable to great accidents. Sometimes the plant.
becomes dry, and is deftroyed by an infeft fre-
quently found on it; at other times, the leaves,
which are the valuable part of the plant, are de-
youred in the fpace of twenty-four hours by
caterpillars. This laft misfortune, which is but
too common, has given occafion to the faying,
that the planters of indigo go to bed rich, and
rife in the morning totally ruined*

‘THIS produftion ought to be gathered-in with
great precaution, for fear of making the farina

VOL.IL Ee that
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BOOK that lies on the leaves, and which isvery valuable,

. mempms fall off by fhaking it. When gathered, it is
thrown into the fleeping-vat, which is a large
tub filled with water. Here it undergoes a fer-
mentation, which in twenty-four hours at furtheft
is completed, A cock is then turned, to let the
water run into the fecond tub, called the mortar
or pounding-tub. The fteeping-vat is then
cleaned out, that frefli plants may be thrown
in; and thus the work is continued without in*
terruption.

THE water which has run “into the pound-
ing-tub is found impregnated with a very fubtile
earth, which alone eonftitutes the dregs or blue
fubftance that is the objeft of this procefs,
and which muft be feparated from the ufelcfs
fait of the plant, becaufe this makes the dregs
fwim on the furface. To effeft this, the water
is forcibly agitated with wooden buckets that are
full of holes and fixed to a long handle. This
part of the procefs requires the greateft pre-
cautions. If the agitation be difconunued totf
foon, the part that is ufed in dying, not being
fufEciently feparated from the fait, would be loft.
I f, on the other hand, the dye were to be agitated
too long after the complete feparation, the part*
would be brought together again, and form a
new combination ; and the fait reacting on the
dregs would excite a fecond fermentation., that
would alter the dye, fpoil its colour, and maké
what is called burnt indigo. Thefe accdents
are prevented by a cofe attention to the leaft

7 alterations
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dterations that the dye undergoes, and by the BOOK
precaution Which the Workmen rake to draw out ‘....;._;g
alittle of it from time to time in a clean veffel;

When they perceive that the coloured particles
collect by feparating from the reft of the liquor,

they leave off fhaking the buckets, in order to

allow time to the blue dregs to precipitate to

the bottom of the tub, where they are left to

fettle till the water is quite clear. Holes made in

the tub at different heights are then opened one

after another, and this ufelefs water is let out.

T H E blue dregsremaining at the bottom having;
acquired the confiftence of a thick itiuddy liquid,
cocks are then opened, which draw it off into
the fettler. After it is ftill more cleared of much
fuperfluous Water in this third and laft tub, it
isdrained into facks; from whence, when water
no longer filters through the cloth, this matter.
How become of a thicker confiftence, is put into
chefts, where it entirely lofes its moifture. At
the end of three months the indigo is fit for
fae.

IT isufed in wafhing to give a bloeifh colour
to linen: painters afo employ it,in their water
colours ; and dyers cannot make fine blue with-
out indigo. The antients procured it from the
Eaft Indies; in modern times it has been tranf:
pldnted into America. The cultivation of it, fuc-
ceflively attempted at different places, appears to
be fixed at Carolina, San Domingo, and Mexico.
That which is known under the name of Gua:
timalaindigo, from whence it comes, is the mofl

E e 2 perfect
e
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BOOK perfeft of all. New Spain derives very confiderable
ot 20Vantage from this plant ; but it gains ftill more
from the trade of cochineal.

: THE nature of the cochineal, without WhICh
ne|ther purple nor fcarlet could be made, and
which is found only in Mexico, hath been long
unknown,, even to nations who made the moft ufe
of it. The Spaniards, who are naturally referved,
and who become particularly myfterious in any
tircumftance concerning their colonies, kept a
fecret, which every thing induced them to believe,
lyas of importance to them. At laft it became
known, that it was an infcft, of thefize and form
of a bug.
~THIs infect, like all animals, has two faxes.
The female is ill-fliaped, tardy, 'and ftupid ; its
eyes, mouth, antennag arc fixed fo deep, and
ae fo conceded in the folds of the fkin, that
itisimpoffible to diftinguifh them without a mi-
crofcope.  On which account, this anima was
for a long time fuppofed to be the feed of a
plant.

THE mae is very fcarce, and is fufficient for
three hundred femdes or more; it is aflive, fatall,
and {lender in comparifon with the female; its.
neck is narrower than the head, and ftill nar-
rower than the reft of the body. Its thorax .is
of an elliptic form, alittle longer than the neck
and head together, and flattened below; its an-
tennee are jointed, and out of each joint iflue
four flender hairs that are difpofed in pairs, on
each fide. It hasfix feet, each formed of diftinct.

 parts.
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parts. From the pofterior extremity of its body,
two large hairs or briftles are extended, that are
four or five times the len th of the infect. It
bears two wings that are fixed to the upper part
of the thorax, which fall, like the wings of com-
mon flies, when it walks or refts. Thefe wings,
which are of an oblong form, are fuddenly di-
nriniflbed in breadth at the point where they are
conneded to the body. They are ftrengthened
by two long mufcles, one of which extends itfelf
on theoutfide all around the wing; and the other,
which is internal and parallel to the former, feems
interrupted towards the fummit of the wings.
The male is of a bright red ; the female of a
peeper colour.

T H E fhrub on which both live, called the Nopal
or Indian fig, is armed with prickles, and is about
five feet high. Its leaves are thick and oval; its
flowers large, and its fruit is of the fhape of a fig.
It is filled with a red juice, to which the cochineal
probably owes its colour.

THE Indian fig is commonly propagated from
one or two of its leaves put in a hole, and covered
with earth. The cultivation of it confifts only in
extirpating the weeds that furround it. It muft
often be renewed, becaufe, the younger it is, the
better and more confiderable is its produce. It
is found in various countries of Mexico, at Tlaf-
cala, Chalula, Chiapa, and New Galicia; but it
is not common. Thefe people never plant it;
and the cochineal, which is fuch as rude nature of
itself produces, iscalled wild, and is of little or

Ec3 no
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‘Book hovaue. Thelndians aone  Guaxaca devote

vl themfelves wholly to this fpecies of induftry.

Y They are never difcouraged, either by the continual
attention it requires, or by the too common mif-
fortunes to which it expofes them. Their intelli-
gence, activity, and edy circumftances, enable
them to fupport a bad harveft, and wait for a
good one. In general, thefe crops are more re-
gular in adry foil, in which the nopal flourifhes,
and under a’temperate fky, where the cochinea
Is expofed to fewer accidents, than in thofe parts
of the proviuce where the cold and heat are more
fenfibly ~ frit.

As fuon as the favourable fedgfon arrives, the
Mexicans, if | may ufe the expreflion, fow the
Cochineds on the plant that is proper for them by
fartening to it little nefts of mofs, that contain
eech twelve or fifteen infefts. Three or four days
after, they lay their little ones, which fpread them-
faves with aftonifhing celerity over all the
branches. They foon lofe this adtivity, and are
feen to faften themfelves to the moft nutritive and
bed-expofed part of the leaf, from whence they
do not dir till they are grown to their full fize,
They do not gnaw the leaf; they only punflure
(t, and extract the juice with a fmall trunk, with
which nature has provided them for this purpofe.

THREE oops of cochineal are made every year,
Which ae fo many new generations of this infect.
The laft produces only an indifferent cochineal,
becaufe it is mixed with detached parcels of the
leaves, which have been fcraped in order to take
away the new-born infects, which otherwife it

would
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would be hardly poffible to gather; and becaufe B9 O &
the young cochineals are then mixed with the 0ld | sy
a circumftance which confiderably diminifhes their

value. Before the rainy feafon comes on, the
branches of the nopal are cut, in order to fave the

little infects which are on them. Thefe are laid

up in the houfes, where the leaves maintain their
frethnefs, as the leavf s of all mucilaginous plants.

Here the cochineals thrive during the bad feaforu

As foon as that is pafled, they are placed on the

trees, where the vivifying freihnefs of theair fooa

makes them propagate.

As foon as the cochineds are gathered, they are
plunged in hot water to kill them. There are
different ways of drying them. The bed is, to
expofe them to the fun for fevera days, by which
means they acquire a red brown colour, which
the Spaniards call renegrida.  The fecond method
is to put them in an oven, where they affume a
greyifh colour ftreaked with veinsof purple, which
has given them the name of jafpeada. But the
mod imperfeft, which is what the Indians moil
generally praftife, confifts in putting them on
plates along with their cakes of maize; in which
procefs they are frequently burnt, and are there-
fore called negra.

THOUGH the cochineal is clafled in the animal
kingdom, the fpecies of all others the moft likely
to corrupt, yet it never fpoils. Without any other
care than merely that of keeping it in abox, it
has been preferved in all its virtue for ages The
high priceit aways bears fhould have excited the
emulation of thofe nations which cultivate the

Eed American
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American iflands, and of other people who in*
habit regions whofe temperature would be pro-
pitious to this infect, and to the plant on which it
feeds. New Spain, however, has the fole pof:
feffion of this rich production. Independent of
what it furnifhes Afia with, it fends every year to
Europe about two thoufand five hundred bags or
facks, which are fold at Cadiz, one with another,
for 3300 livres. This is a very confiderable
produce, which hardly arts the Spaniards any
trouble. It fhould feem as if nature had freely
beftowed upon them what they fell at a high
price to other nations. = She has been peculiarly

-bountiful to them, by granting them at the fame

time the productions which yield the moft riches,
and gold and filver, by which all productions are
purchafed. '

SUcCH is the dominion which thefe fhining and
fatal metals have over us, that they have coun-
terbalanced the infamy' and execration which
the plunderers of America juftly deferved.. The
names of Mexico, Peru, and Potofi, no longer
make us (hudder ; and yet we are men! Even at
this day, when che fpirit of juftice and the fcntl-
ments of humanity are inculcated in all our writ-
ings. and are become the invariable rule of our
judgments; a navigator, who fhould come into
our ports with a vefiel laden with riches avowedfy
obtained by methods equally barbarous, would
land amidft the general acclamations of the multi-
tude. Where is then that wifdom, which is fa

* About 1441,

much
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much the boaft of the prefent age ? What is then B O OK
that gold, which removes from us the idea of vice, Mg
and prevents us from feeling that fenfe of horror
which the ihedding of blood naturally impreffes
uswith? There are undoubtedly fome advantages
annexed to a medium of exchange between na-
tions, to an external reprefentation of all forts
of value, to a common eftimare of all labours.
But would not greater advantages have arifen, if
nations had continued in a ftate of tranquillity,
detached from each other, ignorant, and hofpi-
table, than thus to have become corrupted with
the mod ferocious of all paffions ?

T HE origin of metals has not always been well
underftood. It was long thought that they were
as old as the creation. It is now believed, with
greater reafon, that they are formed fucceflively.
In fcft, it is impoffible to doubt, that nature is
continually in aftion, and that fhe exerts herfelf’
with as much power in the bowels of the earth,
as in the regions of the fky.

EVERY metal, according to the chemifts, has
for its principle an earth which conftitutes and is
peculiar to it. It prefents itfelf tons, fometimes
in the form that characterizes it, and fometimes
under various appearances, when it requires a dew
gree of habit and fkill to recognize it. In the:
firft cafe it is called native, in the fecond minera.
lized ore. '

METALS, whether native or mineralized, amr
fometimes fcattered by fragments in beds of earth
that are horizontal or inclined. But thisis not
- the place of their origin. They have been con-

veyed
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B 0 O K veyed thither by great vulcanos, floods, and earth-

*-v-" quakes, which arc continually fub?erting our
miferable planet. They are commonly found,
fometimes in regular veins, and fometimes in de-
tached maffes within the rocks and mountains
wherethey were formed.

ACCORDING to the conjectures of naturalifts,
from thefe large caverns which are perpetually
heated, there arife continual exhalations. Thefe
fulphureous and faline liquors aft on the metallic
particles, attenuate, and divide them; and put
them in motion within the cavities of the earth.
They unite again; and then, becoming too heavy
to fupport themfdves in the air, they fall, and
are heaped up one upon another. If, in ther
feveral mations, they have not met with other
bodies, they form pure metals, which they do
not if they happen to be combined with foreign
fubftances

NATURE, which feems to have intended to con-
ceal thefe nfetals, has not been able to fecrete
them from the avidity of man. From repeated
obfervations, we are led to difcover the places
where there aremines. They are ufually found
in mountains, where plants grow with difficulty,
and foon fade ; wheretrees arefmall and crooked;
wher e the moifture of dews, rains, and even fnows,
is foon dried up; where fulphureous and mineral

- exhalations arife; where the waters are impreg-
nated with vitriolic falts, and where the fands
contain metallic particles. Though each of thefe
marks, feparately confidered, be ambiguous, it

fddom
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feldom happens, when all of them are united, but B (\%OK
that the earth contains fome mine. .
BUT what are the terms on which we extraft
this treufure or this poifon from thofe caverns
where nature had concealed it ? We muft pierce
rocks to an immenfe depth; we muft dig fubter-
raneous channels, to carry off the waters which
flow in and menace us on every fide 5 we muft
convey into immenfe galleries the wood of whole
forefts cut into props; we muft fupport the vaults
of thefe galleries againft the enormous weight of
the earth which perpetually tends to fill them up,
and to bury in their ruins thofe avaricious and
prefumptuous men who conftrufted them; we
muft dig canas and agueducts, we muft invent
hydraulic machines of aftonifthing and various
powers, and all the federal kinds of furnaces; we
muft hazard being fuffocated or confumed by a
vapour which takes fire from the glimmering flame
of the lamps, without which the work could not
be carried on ; and we muft at laft perifh by a
confumption, which reduces human life to one half
of its duration. If we confider how many ob-
fervations, experiments, and trials, all thefe works
imply, we fhall carry the origin of the World far
beyond its known antiquity. To fhew usthe gold, :
iron, copper, tin, and filver, ufed in the earlieft
ages, is to amufe us with an idle ftory which can -
only impofe upon children. :

W HEN the labour of mineralogy is finifhed, that
of metallurgy begins. Its object is to feparate

metals from each other, and to detach them from
the extraneous bodies which invelope them.

K
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IN order to feparate the gold from thé ftones
which contain it, it is fufficient to break them in
pieces and reduce them to powder. The matter
thus pulverized is afterwards triturated with
quickfilver, which combines itfelf to this precious
metal, but without forming any union, either with
the rock, or fand, or even the earth, which were
mixed with it. By means of fire, the mercury is
afterwards diftilled, which, on feparating, leaves
the gold at the bottom of the veffel in the ftate of
a powder which is purified in the coppel. Native
filver requires no other preparations*

BUT when filveris combined with other fub-
flances, or with metals of a different nature, great
knowledge and confummate experience are requi-
re to purify it. Every circumftance authorifes us
fo, think that this art is unknown inthe new world.
It is alfo generally acknowledged, that the miners
of Germany or Sweden would find, in a mine that
has already been worked, more wealth than the
Spaniard had already extracted out of it. They
would enrich themfelves by mines, which, through
want of fkill, have been rejected as infufficient to
defray the expences of working them.

THE art of the Mexicans, fuch as it was, was
yet infinitely inferior to that of their oppreffors.
They had confequently lefs filver than gold. Thefe
petals were not employed by them as a medium
of exchange: they were only objects of ornament,
or mere curiofity,

FOR forfte time after théir conqueft, the Spat
niards fparcd themfelves the trouble, toil, and ex-
pepces, that are infeparable from the working of

mines.
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mines. They wrefted from the Mexicans all the BOOK"
metals which they had amaffed from the founda- .,ALL,_,,.
tion of their empire. The temples, the paaces of
the nobility, the houfes of private perfons, the
meaneft hovels, were all fearched and pillaged.
Though the abhorrence the Indians had f r their
tyrants made them bury again in the ground great
part of their treafpre, or throw ftill more into the.
great lake and the rivers, yet avarice found
enough to fatisfy itfelf. This fource being ex-
hafted,, it became neeffary to attend tothe
mines. ' ‘

THESE were at fift fearched-for in all parts,
but efpecially on the fea-coafts. Experience having
fhwn that the mines neareft te ocean afforded
leaft treafure, they were quitted with difgufh At
prefent no mine is worked that is not at avery
great diftance from the northern fea, where it
would be expofed to the incurfions, and, perhaps,
to the invafions of the Europeans. The mines
that are found on the gulph of California appear
to remain in perfeft fecurity, till thefe latitudes
became better known and more frequented. The
-chief of them are in the provinces of Zacatecas,
New Bifcay, and Mexico, fituated in the inland
parts of the empire, where there are no navigable
rivers, and where it is impoffible for an enemy
.to penetrate by land. Thefe mines may employ
foty thoufand Indians, under the direction of four
-thoufand - Spaniards,

T H E mines belong to the perfon who difcovers.
them. The only regulation he is fubject to isto
have famples approved by the government* As

much
6
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BOOK much of the ground is granted to him as he

\--\-/‘I,--f choofes;, but he is obliged to give to the owner
of the land a piaftre, or five livresfive fous* per
foot. Thethird of what he purchafes belongs to
government; which, after having abfurdly at-
tempted to get it worked on its own account,
at length difpofes of it to any one who will pur-
chafeit, giving the miner the preference. All the
mines that are abandoned become alfo the pro-
perty of the crown.

T H E government receives 420 livres T for every
quintal of mercury that is ufed. In vain have in-
telligent people reprefented that this exceffive tax
neceffarily difcouraged induftry ; no attention has
been paid to their remonftrances. All the efect
they have had is the obtaining of two years credit,
for which, however, intereft is required. It is
feldom that thofe who undertake to work mines
are able to proceed without thefe indulgences.
Thefe uncertain and hazardous enterprizes are
fcarcely ever attempted, unlefs by men whofe af-
fairs are embarraffed, or who are totally ruined.

T H E point which dilcourages men of prudence
and good circumftances is the obligation of pay-
ing to government a fifth of the filver, and atenth
of the gold, they have extracted from the earth.
The flate had a long time objected to this dif-
ference of taxation; but has been obliged to con-
fent to it, becaufe the gold mines, being more pre-
carious than thofe of filver, were totally aban-
doned. Both will foon be unable to pay the tri-

* About 4s. 7d. t 181. 7s 6d.
bute
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bute impofed on them. Asgold and filver become B Q O K
more common in trade, their Vaue isdiminifhed, sy
and they reprefent a fmaller proportion of mer-
chandife. This decreasing value of metals would

have been attended with ftill greater confegquences,

if the expences of working the mines had not been
gradually leffened. . This oeconomy is carried very

near as far as it can go ; and whenever that hap-

pens, the court of Madrid will be under a ne-

ecffity of lowering the duties, unlefs it fubmits

to have the beft mines neglefted, as the indif-

ferent ones have been. Perhaps, the government

will foon be obliged to content itfelf with two

reas or twenty-fix fous* per mark, which it re-

ceives for the duties of ftamping and coining.

THE mint of Mexico annually coins about
65,000,000 livres t; thefixth part nearly in gold,
the reft in filver. About the half of this paffes
into Europe, a fixth part into the Eaft Indies,
atwelfth into the Spanifhiflands. The remainder
is infenfibly conveyed into foreign colonies, or
circulates through the Spanifh dominions; where
it ferves the purpofes of the inland trade, and
the payment of the taxes, which are confi-
derable.

EVERY male Indian, from eighteen to fifty, Ia%??e%‘
pays a poll-tax of 11 livres 16 fous %, of which in Mexico.
eight-ninths pafs into the coffers of government,
and the reft is deftined to various ufes. The
Meftees, who are deemed Indians for the two firft
generations, and the free Mulattoes, are fubject

*15 1d% t 2,843,750 About 10
to
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to the fame taxation, Negroe fles are exempted
from this, as the government receives 280 livres *
for each on their entrance into the colony.

THE Spaniards, who are not yet fo far de-
graded as to have a perfonai tribute impofed' upon
them, are fubject to all the other taxes. The
mod confiderable of thefe is that of thirty-three
per cent, on the vaue of all the merchandife
that is fent from Europe, which retains twenty-
five of this under divers denominations, and eight
of it is paid upon the landing of the goods in
America. Notwithftanding this ruinous tax, they
ae (till fubjeft to the alcavala.

" THE dcavaa isaduty on every thing that is
fold or exchanged, and is paid as often as the
fae or exchange takes place. It was eftabliihed
in the mother country in 1341, and it hath gra-
dually advanced to ten per cent, on the value of
merchandife fold in wholefale, and even to fourteen
on all that is difpofed of in retail. Philip IL after
the deftruftion of his fleet, fo well known under
the pompous title of the Invincible, was deter-
mined by his neceffities to introduce this taxatioa
into Mexico, aswell as the other colonies. Though
it ought to have been only atemporary tax, yet
it has continued ever fince. It is true, that it
has not been augmented, and that it remains at
two and a half per cent, as it was a firft fettled..
The cruciade has not had the fame ftability.

T H E cruciade is a bull which allows great in-
dulgences, permits the ufe of eggs, butter, and;

121  5s.
cheefe,
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cheefe, during lent.- The government, to whom BOOK.
the court of Rome gave up the benefits arifing «—m—
from it, had divided the perfons who were wil-
ling to avail themfelves of it into four clafles.
This indulgence was paid, by thofe who lived
by their induflry, at the rate of two livres fix
fous *. Thofe, whofe capital amounted to 10,500
livres T, paid five livres five fousf; thofe, who
were worth more than 58,600 livres §, paid ten
livresten fous ||; the viceroy, and perfonsin the high
offices of flate, paid fifty-two livres ten fous **e
It was left to every man's confcience, who weas
apprized that nothing would be gained by not
proportioning his contribution to his fortune.
Mexico done then paid about 2,600,000 livres t.
It is probable that this fuperftition has fince de-
clined, as the bull was fixed in 1556 by the mi-
niftry at forty fous 1 for perfons of every rank.
Government obliges no one to apply for the in-
dulgence; but the priefts would refufe the com-
forts of religion to thofe who fhould not have
purchafed it ; and perhaps. there is not in all
Spanifh America a man fufficiently enlightened, or
bold enough, to oppofe this tyranny.

O N E fpecies of oppreffion, not fo patiently fub-
mitted to, is the duty lately impofed on fait and
tobacco. The people, who fuffered their former
injuries without murmuring, have been highly
incenfed at thefe innovations. One of them ap-

* About 2S 4 Near 460I. 1 About 4s.

§ About 2560l § About 99. ad. ## About 2. 4s.
++ Near 114,0001. 1T 1s 9d.
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peared fo repugnant to their natural rights, and
the other was fo contrary to one of their mod
favourite inclinations, that, though long trained
to fubmiflion, they at length revolted. The atro-
cious conduit of the farmers of the revenues
greatly added to the difcontent. It has fhewn
itfelf from one end of the empire to the other,
and has a laft even reached Europe. Some
means have been ufed to palliate this evil; but
the minds of the people are ftill in a degree of
ferment that the mother country will not eafily
appeafe without fome facrifice.  One of the moft
agreeable to its colonies would be that of ftamped
paper.

INDEPENDENT of the regular tributes which
Spain exacts of her colonies, fhe raifes in times
of diftrefs, under the denomination of loan, con-
fiderable fums, of which fhe hath never paid
either the intereft or the capital. This oppref-
fion, which began in the reign of Philip I | . hath
been continued to our time. It was more fre-
quently repeated under Philip V. than in the
courfe of the other reigns, which contributed
not a little to render the French name odious in
thefe countries. The tax, which was levied on
all who poffeffed any fortune, was more fevere
at Mexico than any where elfe; becaufe the Eu-
ropeans, Creoles, Meftees, Mulattoes, and efpe-
daily the Indians, were there in more affluent
circumftances. The public profperity has been
greatly diminished in this country by thefe revenue
laws, and is every day ftill more impaired by the

rapacioufnefs of the clergy.
5 THE
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T H E clergy rigoroufly colleft the tenth of every :B (3/

produce. The fundtfons of their profeflion aré
paid them at an extravagant price. Their lands
are immenfe, and every day they acquire a greater
extent of territory. They are thought tobe in
poffeffion of the fourth of the revenues of the
empire. The bifhop of Angelos aone has an in-
come of 1,260,000 livres *« By this wealth the
number of ecclefiaftics has increafed to fuch a
degree, that they now conflitute the fifth part of
the white people. Some of them were born in
the colony \ but the greateft part are adventurers
come from Europe, in order to withdraw them-
felves from the authority of their fuperiors, or to
make their fortune expeditioufly.

T H E revenue of the crown is not what it ought
to be. The duties fixed on importations from
Cadiz and on the ores, the quickfilver, the poll-
tax, the impofts, the royal domain, are fuch great
objects, that we cannot avoid being greatly fur-
prized, when we fee that the fovereign annually
draws from Mexico, though the beft-conducted
of his poffeffions, no more than about 6,300,000
livres 1. The reft, that is to fay, almoft the whole,
is abforbed by the civil and military government
of the country, which are both in the utmoft dis-
order.

T H E finances are a prey to the vaft number of
agents that are ftationed every where; to corre-
gidors who have the adminiftration of provinces ;
to the commandants of towns to three fuperior

* About 55100 1 276,000l
Ff2 Councils
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councils of juftice, known by the name of Au-
diences; to men inverted with full power, or to
inferiors, who gain the confidence of pefons in
office. A part of thefe plunders comes to Europe;
the remainder ferves to maintain the pride, luxury,
indolence, and profligacy, of afew Mexican towns,
but chiefly of the capital.

T H E Mexicans, who for atime might hare been
at alofs to determine whether the Spaniards were
a band of plunderers or a conquering people, fav
their capital amoft totally deflroyed by thofe
cruel wars in which it was engaged. Cortez foon
rebuilt it; and it has fince been extended and
embellifhed.

ITS ftreets are broad, ftrait, and intefect each
other at right angles. The houfes are roomy
enough, but have neither convenience nor orna-
ment. None of the public edifices, that are (hewn
with the greateft oftentation to travellers, recall to
the remembrance the finer days of architecture, nor
even the better remains of the Gothic times. The
principal fquares have a fountain in the center,
and are pretty regular: but this is all their merit*
There is a walk with a jet d'eau, where eight
avenues meet, where the trees have a form and
foliage not very agreeableto the eye. Superftition
has amaffed treafures from all the- quarters of the
globe in numberlefs churches, though there is
not one that raifes the foul to any fublime idess,
or that can fill the heart with pleafing fentiments.

T H E air of this city isvery temperate; woollen
clothing is worn there all the year. The ledft
precautions..
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precautions are fufficient to prevent any incon-

veniences from the heat. Charles V. aked a
Spaniard, on his arrival from Mexico, how long
the interval was there between fummer and win-
ter: Juft as long, replied he, with great truth and
wit, as it takes to pafs out of funfbine into the
fhade.

THE city isbuiltin the center of agreat |ake; a
very narrow flip of land divides it into two parts.
That part of the lake whofe water is foft, calm,
and full of fifh, fals into the other which is falt,
generally agitated, and without fifh. The circum-
ference of this whole lake, which is unequd in its
extent, is about thirty leagues.

THERE is no generally received opinion with
regard to the origin of thefe’ waters. According
to the moft common and probable one, they iffue
from alarge and lofty mountain fituated- to the
fouth-wefl of Mexico, and the fait water runs
through atrad: impregnated with minerals, which
communicate to it that quality.

BEFORE the conqueft, Mexico, and many other -
towns fituated on the border of the lake, were
expofed to inundations, which rendered them:
dangerous to live in. Dikes, conftructed with in- ;

credible expence and labour, were not always fuf-

ficient to divert the torrents which poured down

from the mountains. The Spaniards have been :
fubjeft to the fame calamities. Moft of their -

buildings, though conftructed with care, and fup- :

ported on piles, after afew years, fink four, five; i.
or fix feet ina foil that is not firm enough to fup- . -

port them.
Ff3 THESE
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THESE inconveniences fuggelted the idea of a
contrivance for draining off the wafers. Accounts
that were prodigioufly exaggerated, affure us that
in 1604 four hundred feventy-one thoufand one
hundred and fifty-four Indians were employed in
digging a canal for this purpofe. In order to
raife a fund fufficient to anfwer the expences, one
hundredth part of the value of houfes, lands, and
merchandife, was exacted; a tax hitherto unknown
in America. Ignorance, difcouragements, and par-
ticular interefts, made this noble and wife under-
taking mifcarry.

T H E viceroy Ladeyrera, in 1635, thought that
it would be of advantage, and even abfolutely
neceffary, to build Mexico oh another fpot. Ava-
rice, incapable of making any facrifice ; pleafure,
ever afraid of interrupting its enjoyments ; idlenefs,
which dreads trouble; all the paffions united
themfelves to thwart an idea, which in itfelf was
liable to fome objections.

THE new efforts that have fince been made,
to render living in this country as fafe as it is
agreeable, have not proved altogether fuccefsful:
whether this may be owing to their not having
been properly exerted, or that nature has thrown
infurmountable obftacles in the way, Mexico re-
mains ftill expofed to the fury of the waters;
and the dread of inundations hes greatly dimi-
nifhed its population. Moft hiftorians affure us,
that it formerly contained more than two hun-
dred thoufand fouls; at prefent it has not above
fifty thoufand. This number is compofed of Spa-
niards, Meitces, Indians, Negroes, Mulattos of

{fuch
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fuch a diverfity of heterogeneous races from the B  OK
white to the black, that among an hundred faneS A
one fhall hardly find two of the fame colour.

BEFORE this emigration, riches had increafed
in Mexico to an incredible degree. Every thing
which in other countries is made of iron and
copper, was here made of filver or gold. Thefe
brilliant metals, as well as pearls and precious
ftones, were employed to adorn their horfes and
fervants, were ufed for the moft common utenfils,
and for the meaneft purpofes. The manners of
the country, which are dways conformable to the
luxury that prevails, correfponded with this ftile
of romantic magnificence. The women, in their
paaces, were waited upon by thoufands of flaves,
and never appeared in public without a retinue
which amongft us is referved for the maefty of a
throne. To thefe extravagancies the men added
profusions ftill greater for negro women whom
they publickly raifed to the rank of their mif-
trefles.  This luxury, which was fo enormous in
the ordinary courfe of life, exceeded all bounds
upon occafion of the flighteft feftival. General
pride then exerted itfelf, and each man lavifhed
millions as an excufe for his own. The crimes,
neceffary to fupport this extravagance, were pre-
vioufly atoned for; as fuperftition had pronounced
every man holy and juft who fhould contribute
liberally to the churches.

THE riches, and the pomp naturally attendant
upon them, muft neceffarily have diminifhed at
Mexico, in proportion as thofe who poffeffed

them removed to Angelos and other towns. The
Ff4 advantages,
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advantages, however, which this capital enjoys of
being the center of the empire, the feat of govern-
ment, the place where the coin is ftruck, the re-
fidence of the greateft proprietors of land and of
the molt opulent merchants, have always occafioned
the principal affars of the kingdom to be tranf-
afted here.

T H E trade which Mexico carries on with the
other parts of America is much confined. By the
north fea it receives from Maracaybo and Caracos
cocoa greatly fuperior to its own, and negroes by
the way of the Havannah and Carthagena; it gives
in exchange mea and Giver.

I TS connections with the South Sea are of greater
utility to it, without being much moreconfiderable.
Originally Peru was alowed to fend annually to
New Spain two veffels, whofe united cargoes were
not to exceed one million ten thoufand livres *e
This trade wes fome time afterwards reduced
to half, It wes totally fuppreffed in 1636, on
pretence that it prejudiced the trade of the
mother country by the quantity of Eaft India
goods it imported. The merchants of Lima com-
plained along time, but ineffectualy, of a bar-
barous law, that deprived them of the double ad-
vantage of felling the fuperfluities of their com-
modities, and of receiving thofe they wanted.
The. communication between' the two colonies
Weas at length reftored, but with reftrictions which
prove that the government had not been actuated
by wife and political motives, but had only

* Above 44,000 l.
yielded
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yielded to importunity. Since this period, fome BOOK
veffels, difpatched from Callao and Guayaquil, \.....5\./}....;
carry cocoa, wines, and brandies, to Acapulco

and Sonfonnate on the coaft of Guatimala, and

bring back pitch, tar, arnotto, indigo, cochi-

neal, iron, the haberdafliery wares of Ange-

los, and as many contraband goods as poffible

from the Philippine iflands, fo celebrated in Eu-

rope on account of the connexions which they

have with Mexico. The importance of this com-
munication feems to require that we fhould trace

its origin.

WHEN the court of Madrid, whofe ambition
increafed with their profperity, had formed the
plan of a great eflablifhment in Alia, their at-
tention was ferioufly engaged in confidering of
expedients to infure its fucceflfes  This project
Was neceffarily attended with great difficulties.
The riches of America fo powerfully attracted
the Spaniards, who confented to a voluntary exile,
that it did not appear poffible to engage thefft
to fettle at the Philippines, unlefsit was agreed
to give them a (hare in the treafures of thofe
iflands. This facrifice was refolved upon. The
rifing colony was authorifed to fend every year
into America India goods, in exchange for metals.

THIS unreftrained freedom Weas attended With
fuch important confequences, that the jealoufy
- of the mother-country was excited. Tranquil-
iity was in fome meafure reftored, by reftrain-
ing to 3,150,000 livres * the trade alowed to

* Near 13380001
be
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be carried on in future. This fum weas divided
into twelve thoufand equal fhares. Every head
of a family was to have one, and pefons in
office a number proportioned to their rank. Re-
ligious communities were included in this ar-
rangement, according to the extent of their cre-
dit, and the opinion that was entertained of
their utility. Five hundred of thefe fliares were
allowed to the Jefuits, whofe employments and
enterprizes feemed to require greater encourage-
ment.

THE veffds which departed at firft from the
ifland of Cebu, and afterwards from the ifland

~of Luconia, originally took the route of Peru.

The length of this voyage was prodigious. Trade-
winds were difcovered, which opened a much
fhorter paffage to Mexico; and this branch of
commerce was tranfacted on its coaft, where it
was fettled.

EVERY year, in the middle of July, a galleon
is fent out from the port of Manilla, which is
commonly from eighteen hundred to two thou-
fand tons burden. After getting clear of a mul-
titude of iflands and rocks which delay its courfe,
it fleers eaft-north-eaft, in order to meet with
ithe weft winds in thirty degrees latitude, which
«carry it on in a ftraight courfe to the place of
iits deftination. This veffel, which is very heavy
laden, is fix months on her paffage, becaufe the
failors who are on board, from their extreme timi-
dity, never carry the main-fail in the night-time,
zand often lower all their fails without the leaft
coccafion. At laft the fhip arrives at Mexico.

THE
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thofe of Peru, where the vicinity and heights of
the Cordeleras afford a perpetual fpring, and caufc
regular and mild winds to blow. Asfoon as the
fhip has paffed the latitude of Panama, the free
communication of the atmofphere, from eaft to
weft, not being any longer interrupted by this
prodigious chain of mountains, the climate be-
comesdifferent. In fact, navigation in thefe lati-
tudes is fafe and esfy from the middle of Octo-
ber to the beginning of May; but, during the
reft of the year, the violent fqualls of the wefter-
Jy wind, the dreadful ftornas, the exceflive rains,
the fuffocating heats, the total calms; all thefe
obftacles, which are either combined, or fucceed
each other, render the fea troublefome, and even
dapgerous.  Throughout this whole extent of
coaft, which comprehends more than fix hun-
dred leagues, there is not a Angle bark to be
feen, nor even the leaft canoe, either for trade
or fifhing. Even the ports, which are fcattered
up and down here, are open, defencelefs, and ex-
pofed to the infults of any pirate who may be in-
clined to attack them. The port of Acapulco,

where the galleons arrive, is the only one that has

dtracted the attention of government.

SHIPS arrive there by two inlets, feparated from
each other by a fmall ifland: the entrance into
them in the day is by means of a fea-breeze, and
thefailing out in the night-time is effected by a
land-breeze. It is defended only by a bad fort,
forty-two pieces of cannon, and a garrifon of -fixty
men. It is equally extenfive, fafe, and commo-

o dious,

443
T H E codfts of this great empire are not like Book

V1.
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Bo OK dious. The bafon which forms this harbour is

VI.

furrounded by lofty mountains, which are fo dry
that they are even deftitute of water. The air
here is burning, heavy, and unwholefome, to
which no perfons can habituate themfelves, ex-
cept certain negroes that are born under ajhnilar
climate, or fome mulattoes. The number of in-
habitants in this feeble and miferable colony is
confiderably increafed upon the arrival of the gal-
leons; tradersreferring here from all the provinces
of Mexico, who come to exchange European toys,
their own cochineal, and about ten millions* of
filver, for fpices, muflins, printed linens, filks,
perfumes, and the gold works of Afia.  After
flaying here about three months, the veffd re-
fumes its courfe to the Philippine iflands before
the firft of April, with one or two companies of
infantry, that are appointed to recruit the garrifon
of Manilla. Part of the riches with which it is
laden remains in the colony; thereftisdiftributed
among the nations which had contributed to form
its cargo.

T H E long paffage, whichthe galleons have to
make, has occafioned the neceffity of looking out
for places where they might take in refrefhments.
The firft that hes been met with of this kind is
on the route from Acapulco to the Philippines, in
thofe iflands known at firft by the name of the
Ladrones, and fince by that of Marianne iflands.
They weredifcovered by Magellanin 1521. They
were at firft neglected; the galleons afterwards

¥ g3nswl

ufed
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ufed to put in there for refrefhment; but there BOOK
was no regular fettlemeflt made in them till the \awapmms
year 1678*

THESE iflands are fituated at the extremity of
the South Sea, near four hundred leagues to the
eaft of the Philippines. Notwithftanding their
pofition inthe torrid zone, the climate is moderate*
ly temperate. The air is pure, the iky ferene, and
the foil fruitful. Before their intercourfe with the
Europeans, the inhabitants, who were aways
naked, lived only on fruits, roots, and fiftu As
fithing was their ufual and fole occupation, they
had conftrufted canoes, more perfeft than any that
have ever been found in the reft of the world.

T H E people, who are very numerous, and are
diffufed in twelve iflands, that are the only in-
habited ones in this archipelago, have gradually
diminiflied fince the invafion of the Spaniards,
either by contagious diforders, or by the bad ufage
which they have experienced. The remainder, to
the number of two thoufand feven hundréd per-
fons, have collected themfelves in the center of the
ifland of Guam, which may have from twenty-five
to thirty leagues of circumference. It isgarrifoned
by a hundred men, who are appointed to defend
two fmall forts that are fituated on two harbours,
one of which receives a fmall veffel, which every
two years arrives here from the Philippine iflands,
and the other is deftined to furnifli refrefhments ta
the galleon. This laft fort isfo bad a one, that
the veffd never flays here more than two days,
and in that lhort time it -is often expofed to very
great dangers. It is very extraordinary, that Spain

hes
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BOOK has nor endeavoured to difcover a better harbour;

VI,

or very Angular, that no one has been found in
fuch a multitude of iflands. California prefents
an afylum more fecure to the galleons that fail
from the Philippine iflands to Acapulco.

CALIFORNIA is properly along neck of land,
which proceeds from the northern coafts of Ame-
fica, and runs along between eaft and fouth as
far as the torrid zone: it is wafhed on each fide
by the pacific ocean. The part that is known of
this peninfula is three hundred leagues long, and
ten, twenty, thirty, or forty broad.

IT is impoffible that, throughout fuch an extent
of country, the nature of the foil and the tem-
perature of the air fhould be every where the
fame. It may be faid, however, that, in general,
the climate here isdry and exceffively hot; the
ground bare, ftony, mountainous, fandy, and con-
fequently barren, and unfit for agriculture and
breeding cattle. Amidft the fmall number of
trees that are found here, the moft ufefhl is the
pitahaya, the produce of which conftitutes the
principal food of the Californians. Its branches,
which arefluted and perpendicular, have no leaves,
and- it is from the flems that the fruit grows. It
isprickly-like theIndian chefnut; but itspulpre:
fembles that of the fig, with this advantage, that
it is much fweeter and more delicate.

THE fea, which isricher than theland, fwarms
With moft excellent fith of every kind. But the
crcumftance which renders the gulph of California
of more importance is the pearls, which, in the

fifhing
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fifhing-feafon, attract the inhabitants of all the
provinces of New Spain.

T HE Californians are well-made, and very ftrong.
They are extremely pufillanimous, inconftant, in-
dolent, ftupid, and even infenfible. They are
more fwarthy than the Mexicans. This difference
of colour proves that the civilifed life of fociety
fubverts or totally changes the order and laws of
nature, fince we find under the temperate zone a
favage people that are blacker than the civilized
nations of the torrid zone.

BEFORE the Europeans had penetrated into Ca-
lifornia, the natives had no form of religion; and
that of their government was fuch as might be ex-
pected from their ignorance. Each nation was an
affemblage of feveral cottages, more or lefs mn
merous, that were all mutually confederated by
aliances, but without any chief. They were
ftrangers even to filial obedience. No kind of
drefs was in ufe among the men ; but the women
covered thofe parts which nature intended fhould
be concealed with extreme care.

WHETHER thefe particulars were known or not,
certain it is that Mexico was no fooner reduced,
and tranquillity eftablifhed, than the plan was
laid for the conqueft of California. Cortez landed,
there in 1526. He had not even time to take a
furvey of it, becaufe he was obliged to return to
his government, where the report of his death had
difpofed the people to a general infurrection.
The fevera attempts that have fince been made,
to form an eftablithment there, have all been un-
fuccefsfuh  The endeavours of the court were

not
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not more fortunate than thofe of individuals. If
we pay the leaft attention to the fpirit that di-
rected thefe enterprifes, we (hall find that want of
humanity, courage, and perfeverance, was the
caufe of thefe misfortunes. There was-not a
fingle expedition that was not ill-concerted orim-
prudently conduced.

SPAIN, difpirited with her loffes and expences,
bad entirely given up the conqueft of California,
when the Jefuits in 1697 Elicited permiffiou to
undertake it. As foon as they had obtained the
confent of government, they began to execute a
plan of legiflation, which they had formed from
accurate ideas of the nature of the foil, the cha-
racter of the inhabitants, and the influence of the
climate. Their proceedings were not direfled by
fanaticifm. They arrived among the favages whom
they intended to civilizewith curiofities that might
amufe them; corn for their food, and apparel

"Which could not but pleafe them. The hatred

thefe people bore to the Spanifh. name could not
fupport itfelf againft thefe demonftrations of be-
nevolence. They teftified their acknowledgments
as much as their want of fenfibility and their
inconftancy would* permit them. Thefe faults
were partly overcome by the religious inftitu-
tors, who purfued their project with a degree
of warmth and refolution peculiar to their fociety.
They made themfelves carpenters, mafons, weavers,
and husbandmen; and by thefe means fucceeded
in imparting knowledge, and in fome meafure a
tafte for the. mod ufeful arts, to this favage people,
Who have been all fucceffively formed into one

body,
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body. In 1745, they compofed forty-three vil- B O OK
lages, that were feparated from each other by the VI,
barrennefs of the foil and the want of water. This
republic will augment, in proportion as the fuc-

ceffors of thofe who formed it fhall profecute their

labours towards the north, where, according to a

plan that was judicioufly concerted, a communis

cation was to be eftablifhed between the miffion-

aries of the peninfula, and thofe of the continent.

They are only divided by the river Colorado.

T H E inhabitants of thefe fmall villages fubfift
principally on corn and pulfe, which they cultivate,
and on the fruits and domeftic animals of Europe,
the breeding of which is an objedl of continual
attention. The Indians have each their field, and
the property or what they reap ; but fuch istheir
want of forefight, that they would fquander in a
day what they had gathered, if the miffionary did
not take upon himfelf to diflribute it to them as
they ftand in need of it. They already manufac.
ture fome coarfe fluffs. The neceffarics they are
in want of are purchased with pearls, which they
fith in the gulph, .and with wine nearly refembling
that of Madeira, which they fell to New Spain and
to the galleons; and the ufe of which, experience
hath fhewn, it is neceffary to prohibit among
them. :

A FEW laws, that are very fimple, are fufficient
to regulate this rifmg ftate. In order to in force
the observance of them, the miffionary chufes the
moft intelligent penfon of the village; who is im-
powered to whip and imprifon, the only punifh-
meats of which they have any knowledge.

voL. 1. C g IN
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IN all California there are only two garrifons,
each confifting of thirty men, and a foldier with
every miffionary. Thefe iroops werechnfen by the
legillators, and are under their orders, though they
are paid by the government. The court of Madrid
faw no inconvenience in leaving thefe trifling forces
in the hands of thofe who had acquired their con-
fidence ; and it has been demonftrated to them,
that nothing but this expedient could have pre-
vented the oppreffion of their new fubjects.

THEY will continue happy a long a no mines
are difcovered in their territory. If there are any
mines, as thereis great reafon to prefume from the
number there are on the other fide of the gulph,
whenever they are found out, the edifice, that has
been reared with fuch labour and underftanding,
'toill be at once fubverted. Thefe people, like
many others, will difappear from the face of the
earth. The gold, which the Spanifli government
would draw from California, would deprive it of
the advantages which its policy may now find in
the labours of its miffionaries ; who fhould rather
be encouraged to purfue their ufeful undertakings.
They might, perhaps, enable the court of Madrid
to build forts, which would allow them to behold
with tranquillity the difcovery of that paffage by
the north weft to the Pacific ocean, which the
Englifh have fo long been in fearch of. It hasalfo
been imagined, that thefe ramparts might prove
abarrier againft the Ruffians, who, in 1741, ad-
vanced within twelve degrees of Cape Mendocino,
the moft northern part that- has hitherto been

' known
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known of Californiat But if it had been remarked BOOK.

that this voyage could not be undertaken but from
the feas of Kamtfchatka, it would have been evi-
dent that none but weak armaments could be fitted
out there, which could only ferve to gratify cu-
riofity, and confequently could not occafion the
leaft difgiuetude.

ANT advantage more certain, and lefs remote, is
the facility which California gives of reducing the
provinces that extend from the other fide of the
gulph to the river Colorado. Thefe rich countries
are at fuch adiftance from Mexico, and fo difficult
of accefs, that it appeared as dangerous to attempt
the conqueft of them, as ufelefs to execute it. The
liberty, the fafety of the fea of California, ought
to encourage the undertaking, will furnifh the
means of fucceeding in it, and fecure the advantages
accruing from it. Philofophers themfelves will in-
vite the court of Madrid to undertake thefe expe-
ditions, asfoon as they (hall have feen them folemn-
ly abjure thofe fanatical and deftructive principles
upon which their policy has hitherto been founded.

BUT till Spain fhall adopt thefe important views,
California ferves for aport of refreQiment for fhips
that fail from the Philippine iflands to Mexico.
Cape St. Lucas, fituated at the fouthern extremity
of the peninfula, is the place where they touch.
There they find a good harbour, refrelhments,
and fignals which give them information of the
appearance of any enemy in thefe latitudes, which
are very dangerous, and where they have been the
mod frequently attacked. It was in 1734 That the
galleon arrived there for the firft time; whereiit

Cg?2 : has

VI.
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hes ever fince been ordered, or compelled by ne-

A , Ceffity to ftop.

T H E fyftem, adopted by all the dates of Europe,
of holding colonies in the moft abfolute depen-
dence on the mother country, has dways mede the
"connexions of Mexico with Afia fufpicious to
feveral of the Spanifli politicians. The opinion
which has prevailed, and is ftill maintained, that
it is not poffible to prefcrve the Philippine iflands,
without this communication, hes adone prevented
its being broken. Nothing more has been done
than to limit it, by hindering Peru from having
any fhare in it. This vaft empire has by fevere
and repeated laws been deprived of the advantage
of drawing directly from the edft the merchan-
dife it wanted, and even of the liberty of deriving
it indirectly from New Spain.

THESE reftraints were difapproved by the bold
and fertile genius of Alberoni. Full of the moft
extenfive views for the profperity and glory of
that monarchy which he attempted to reftore,
he purpoied to retain in it the treafures of the
new world, to which it had hitherto ferved only
as a mart. According to his plan, the edft was
to furnilh all the articles of drefs to the Spanifh
colonies and to the mother country itfelf, which
would have received them through the channel
of its colonies. He expected with reafon that
thofe powers, whofe interefls this arangement
would prejudice, and whofe trade it would ruin,

would endeavour to obftruct it; but he made
preparations for oppofing their attacks in the
European fess, and he had aready given orders

for
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for.putting the coafts and harbours of the South BOOK

Sea in a condition not to fear the efforts of any-
feeble fquadrons that might come upon them.

THESE views were defective in point of judge-
ment. Alberoni, hurried away by the enthufiafra
of his opinions, and by his hatred-againft thofe
nations which were defirous of oppofing his po-
litical defigns, did not perceive, that the filks
and linens, that would be imported into Spain by
the way he propofed, would bear fuch an ex-
ceffive price as would neceffarily put a ftop to
the confumption of them. with regard to the
project of cloathing the people of North and South
America from Afia, it appears to be a very fen-
fible one. '

T H E colonifts would then be cloathed more
agreeably, at a cheaper rate, and in a manner
better adapted to the climate; the wars of Eu-
rope would not expofe them to the rifque of
being in want of the moft common and necef-
fary articles of life; they would become more
wealthy, be better affected to their mother coun-
try, and better enabled to defend themfelves
againft any enemies that might attack them.
Thefe enemies themfelves would prove lefs for-
midable ; becaufe they would gradually lofe the
ftrength which the furnifhing of Peru and Mexico
with provifions procures them. In aword, Spain,
by receiving on India goods the fame duties as
it receives on thofe with which it is furnifhed
by its rivals, would lofe no part of its re-
venues. It might even, upon emergences, obtain
from its colonies fuccours, whic at prefent they

Gg 3 have
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1 have neither the difpofition nor the power of grant-

ing. We fhall infill no longer on the commerce
of Mexico with the Eaft Indies; let us now fpeak
of its connexions with Europe by the north fea,
and begin with that which the productions of
Guatimala form.

T H E province of Guatimala, which is. one of
the largeft of New Spain, was conquered in 1524
and 1525 by Pedro de Alvarado, one of Cor-
tez's lieutenants. He built in it feveral towns,
and in particular the capital, which bears the
name of the province. It is fituated in a valley
about three miles broad, and bounded by two
mountains that are pretty lofty. From the moun-
tain towards the fouth run feveral rivulets and
fountains, which delightfully refrefli the villages
that are fituated on the declivity, and keep up
a perpetual fucceffion of flowers and fruits. The
afpect of the mountain, that is to the north, is
terrible. There is no verdure ever feen upon
it; nothing but afhes, and calcined ftones. A
kind of rumbling noife, which the inhabitants
afcribe to the boiling of metals that are in a ftate
of fufion within the caverns of the earth, is con-
tinually heard, From thefe internal furnaces iffue
flames and torrents of fulphur, which fill the
air with an horible infedlion. Guatimala, accord-
ing to the expreffion of the country, is fituated
between paradife and hell.

I TS pofuion, and its diftance from Mexico
Ind Guadalgjara, have occafioncd it to be fixed
upon for the feat of an audience, which extends
tsjurifdiction over three hundred leagues to he

fouth.
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fouth, an hundred to the north, fixty to the eaft, BOOK
and twelve to the weft, towards the South Sea Vi )
The advantages it derived from this diftinction

foon formed it into a confiderable colony, which

took care to improve thofe gifts that nature

had bellowed upon it. There is no country in

this part of the new world where fhe hath
lavifhed her bleffings with greater profufion. The

air here is very whoienme, and the climate very
tempeiate. Poultry and game are in the greateft

plenty, and of an excellent flavour. No fpot ou

the earth produces better corn. The rivers, lakes,

and fea, every where abound with excellent

fifh. The oxen are here multiplied to fuch a
degree, that it is become neceffary to kill all that

are grown wild on the mountains, left they

fhould prejudice agriculture by their exceffive
numbers,.

THIS fertility, however, is not the circum-
ftance that renders Guatimala fo valuable to the
mother country. 'Spain has properly no con-
nexion with this colony but by means of the
indigo fhe acquires from it; which is far fuperior
to any that the reft of America produces. In
the cultivation of it fome negroes are employed,
and a part of thofe Indians who have furvived
the tyranny of their conquerors. The labours
of thefe flaves annually fupply Europe aone
with two thoufand five hundred furrons of indigo,
which fell one with another at Cadiz for 1680
livres *. This rich produce is conveyed upon

* 73 |. 10s.
Gg4 mules,
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BOVCl)K mules, with fome other articles of lefs corifc-
gjience, to the town of St. Thomas, fituated fixty
leegues from Guatimala, at the extremity of a
very deep lake which lofes itfelf in the gulph of
Honduras. Here thefe commodities aways re-
main till they are exchanged for others that are
brought from Europe in veflels of a moderate fize,
which commonly arrive in the months of July and
Auguft. On their return, their cargo is increafed
by fome ikins, fome caffia, and fome farfapa
rilla, which ae the only articles the province
of Honduras furnifhes, though it be an hun-
dred and fifty leagues long, and fixty or four-
fcore broad. The reputation it had firfl: ac-
quired, from its golden mines, was but tranfitory :
they funk into total oblivion, after having proved
the grave of nearly a million of Indians. The
territory thefe Indians inhabited remans uncul-
tivated and wafte; it is now the pooreft part of
all America. Both the people and the lands were
facrificed to the fearch after gold ; and the gold
itfelf by no means anfwered the expectations that
were formed of it.

GUATIMALA nearly furnilhes the whole of thofe
6,000,000 livres *, which is the amount of its pro-
ductions joined to thofe of Honduras. The lake
on which thefe riches are all accumulated is en-
tirely open, though it would have been very edfy
to have fecured it from every attack; more efpe-
cialy as its entrance is rendered narrow by two
high rocks, which project on each fide within

¥ 283,500,
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cahnon-fhot of each other. It is probable that B(\?IO K
Spain will not alter her conduct till fhe has dif- Ayt

fered for her negligence-, which fhe might eafily
be made to do.

T H E veffels that fhould undertake this expe-
dition might anchor in perfect fafety in the road.
A thoufand or twelve hundred -men, landing at
St. Thomas, might pafs over the mountains for
the fpace of fifteen leagues, where they would
find commodious roads and fubfiftence. The reft
of their way would be acrofs plains that are well
peopled and plentiful. They would then arrive
at Guatimala, in which there isnot a fingle fol-
dier, nor the leaft fortification. Its forty thoufand
fouls, Indians, Negroes, Meftees, and Spaniards,
who have never feen an enemy, would be in-
capable of making the leaft refiftance. In order
to fave their lives, they would deliver up the
immenfe riches that they have been accumulating
for more than two centuries, which would amount
at leaft to thirty millions*. The troops would
reimbark with this booty, and, if they chofe it,
with hoftages that would fecure their retreat.
The trade of Campeachy would be expofed to
the fame invafion, if it were of fufficient impor-
tance to juftify the undertaking.

BETWEEN the gulphs of Campeachy and Hon-
duras we find a large peninfula, called Jutacan.
Though this peninfula has neither river nor brook,
the water is every where fo near to the land,
and the fhells are in fuch great abundance, that

* 1 312,500 J.
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B?/PK it is manifeft this immenfe fpace was formerly

w—y-— part of the fea. When the Spaniards difcovered
it, they found few inhabitants there, little agri-
culture, and no metals; in confequence of which
it was defpifed. They afterwards found that the
trees which grew there were fit for dying; and
they therefore built the town of Campeachy
upon it, which became the mart of the valuable
production that gave it its name.

IF this tree were not fo thick, it would not be
unlike the white thorn. Its leaves are fmall, and
of a pale-green colour. The inner part of the
tree, which is at firft red, becomes black after
it has been felled fome time. It is only this
inner part that gives the black and the violet
colour.

CAMPEACHY has been indebted to the fingle
traffick of this article for the advantage of being
a very confiderable market. It received every
year feveral veffels, whofe cargoes were diftri-
buted in the inland countries, and which took
in return wood and metals which this exchange
drew thither. This profperity was continually
increafing till the time that the Engliflu fettled at
Jamaica.

AMIDST the vaft numbers of pirates which were
Continually coming from this famous ifland, feveral
went to cruife in the bay of Campeachy, to in-
tercept the veffds which faled there. Thefe
plunderers were fo little acquainted with the value
of the wood, which was the only production of
the country, that, when they found barks laden

with
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with it, they took away nothing .but the iron 'BQ/PK
utenfils. One of them having carried off a large swsmy-——t
veffel, which had nothing elfe but the logwood
on board, brought it into the Thames, defigning
only to equip it as a privateer; when, contrary
to his expectation, he fold at a very high price
the wood which he had thought to be of fo little
value, that he had aways burnt it during his
voyage. After this difcovery, the pirates, who
were not fuccefsful at fea, never failed to repair
to the river of Champeron, where they took on
board the piles of wood which were always found
ranged on the fhore.

T H E peace of the Englifli with Spam having
put a flop to the deprecations of thefe pirates, fe-
deral of them employed themfelves in cutting I n-
dian wood. Cape Catoche furnifhed them at firft
with abundance. As foon as they perceived it di-
mimfli, they went to fettle between Tabafco and
the river of Champeton, about Lake Trifte, and in
Beef Ifland, which is very near it. In 1675 their
numbers amounted to two hundred and fixty.
Their ardour, which at firft was extreme, foon
gave way ; and the habit of idlenefs prevailed.
As the greateft part of them were excellent
markfmen, the chace became their predominant
pafhon ; and their former inclination to plunder
~was re-kindled in them by this exercife. They foon
began to make inroads into the Indian towns, the
inhabitants of which they carried off. The women
t'hey appointed to wait on them; and the men they
fold at Jamaica, or other iflands. The Spaniards,
roufed from their lethargy by thefe enormities,

furprifed
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B o o K furprifed them in the midft of their debaucheries,

and carried them off. Moil of them were even
taken in their cottages. they were led prifoners to
Mexico, where they ended their days in the mines.

THOSE who efcaped took refuge in the gulph
of Honduras, where they were joined by fome
wandering freebooters of North America. In pro-
odfs of time they increafed to fifteen hundred men.
The ftate of independence and plenty in which
they lived rendered the marfhy country they in*
habited agreeable to them. Strong intrenchments
fecured them and their provisions;, and they con-
fined themfelves to thofe employments, which
their unhappy companions lamented that they had
ever neglected. They only took care not to pene-
trate into the interior part of the country, to cut
wood, without being well armed.

THEIR induftry was crowned with the greateft
fuccefs.  In reality, the tun of wood, which had
been fold as high as nine hundred livres *, was
gradually fallen to a very low prifce; but this dif-
advantage in the price was compenfated by the
guantity that wes fold. The cutters delivered up
the produce of their labours, either to the people
of Jamaica, who brought them Madeira wine,
ftrong liquors, linens, and cloaths; or to the Eng-
lish colonies of North America, which fupplied
them with provifions. This commerce, which
was aways carried-on by fmugglers, and which
occafioned much clamour, became lawful in 1763.
The liberty of cutting logwood was fecured to

391. 7s, 6d, .
Great
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Great Britain; but fhe was not permitted to raife
forts, and was even obliged to deflroy thofe which
had been built. The court of Madrid . feldom
hath made any conceffions with greater regret than
this of eftablifthing in the center of its poffeffions
an active, powerful, and ambitious nation. But
there is an expedient to render even this concef-
fion almoft ufelefs.

T H E province of Jucatan is divided from north-
eaft to fouth-weft, that is, throughout almoft its
whole extent, by a chain of mountains. To the
north of thefe mountains is the bay of Campea-
chy, whofe dry and thirfty foil produces logwood
of a fuperior quality, which is fold at all markets
at near double the price of that which the Englifh
cut at the fouthern bay of Honduras, where the
rich and almoft marfhy foil produces only a baftard
kind, and which yields much lefsdye. If, as the
expreffions of the treaty, which admit of fome la-
titude, lead us to apprehend, Great Britain hath
acquired only the right of fettling in thofe places
which its fubjedts had ufurped, Spain may put an
end to her anxiety on this point, by encouraging
the cutting of its own wood, which is more valua-

ble, in fuch a manner as to furnifti all Europe with .

a fuificient quantity for their confumption. By
this judicious policy, (he will ruin the Englifh co-
lony, and without force get rid of a neighbour
much more dangerous than fhe imagines; fhe will
then regain an important branch of trade, which
for a long time hath been fo confiderably reduced,
that Campeachy receives from the mother-coun-
try.no more than a fingle veffel every three or four

yearst
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years. The wood, which cannot be brought away
by thisfhip, is carried off by fmall veflels to Vera-
Cruz, which is the true point of un.on between
Mexico and Spain.

OL D Vera-Cruz ferved at firft for amart. This
town, founded by Cortez on the very fpot where
he firft landed, is fituated on ariver, which is dry
one part of the year, butwhich in the rainy feafon
is capable of receiving the largeft veffels. The
danger to which the feamen were expofed, in a
fituation where nothing defended them againft the
violence of the winds fo common in thefe latitudes,
induced them to feek for more fecure fhelter;
which they found eighteen miles lower down on
the fame coaft. There they built New Vera-Cruz,
at feventy-two leagues diftance from the capital of
Mexico.

N E W Vera-Cruz isfituated in aclimate rendered
difagreeable by a burning fun, and by exceflive
heats, and unwholefome by continual rains. It is
bounded on the north by dry fands, and on the
weft by infectious moraffes. Its ftreets are ftraight,
but the houfes are built of wood. No nobility
are to be met with here, and the merchants always
prefer living at Angelos. The fmall number of
Spaniards, who are fixed either by avarice or by
indigence in fo wretched and dangerous a place,
live in a ftate of privacy and with a degree of
parfimony that are unknown in all other conftmer-
cial places. :

THE fortifications of the town confift of a wall,
eight towers erected at different diftances, .and two

baftions which command the fhore. Thefe works,
weak
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Week in themfelves and ill-conftructed, are in an BOVOK
extremely ruinous ftate ; fo that for the defence of  Semyee’
the place they depend onIy on the fortrefs of St.

Juan de Ulloa, that is built on a rock fronting

the town, and at the diftance of a mile from it.

THIS harbour has the difadvantage of not being
able to hold more than thirty or thirty-five veflels,
which are not aways fheltered from the northern
winds. The entrance into it is by two channels
only, which are fo narrow as to admit but one
fhip. The fea in the neighbourhood is likewife
extremely dangerous on account of feveral fmall
iflands, which the Spaniards called Cayos, and a
great number of rocks almoft even with the fur-
face of the water, and fcarcely to be perceived. It
was imagined that nothing but a complete know-
ledge of the fituation, acquired by many years ex-
perience, could have furmounted thefe obftacles;
but, notwithltanding this, they were overcome by
certain defperate pirates, who furprifed the place
in 1712 ; towers were then conftructed on the
ihore, where vigilant fentinels are continually on
guard for the common fafety.

IT is into this harbour, which isproperly the
only one there is in the gulph, that the fleet ar-
rives, whofe deftination is to furnifli Mexico with
European merchandife. It is fitted out at Cadiz
every two, three, or four years, as occafions and
circumftances require. It ordinarily confifts of
fifteen or twenty merchant fhips; and is efcorted
by two men of war, or a greater number, if re-
quifite.

WINES,
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WINES, brandies, and oils, conftitute the moft
bulky pare of the cargo. Gold and filver fluffs,
gold and filver lace, cloths, linen, filks, laces,
hats, jewels, diamonds, -and fpices, eompofe the
richeft part.

T H E fleet fets out from Europe in the month of
July, but at the lateft in the beginning of Auguft,
inorder to avoid the dangers to which it would be
expofed from the violence of the north wind in the
open fea, efpedally at the landing places, if k
fhould fet fail in any other feafon. In itspaffage k
takes in refrefhments at Porto Rico, and repairs
to Vera Cruz, from whence“its cargo is conveyed
to Xalapa. In thistown, which isfituated twelve
leagues from the harbour on the back of a moun-
tain, and well built, isheld a fair, which isli-
mited by the laws to fix weeks, but which fome-
times is prolonged at the folicitation of -the mae
chants of the country or thofe of Spain. The pro-
portion which the value of gold and filver bears
to that of the merchandize is the circumftance
that determines the gain or lofs of exchanges. If
one of thefe articles is in greater plenty than the
other, great prejudice results to the feller or buyer.
Formerly the royal treafure was -fent from the
capital to VeraCruz;, to wait the arrival of the
fleet there; but, finge this key of the new world
was pillaged by pirates in 1683, it waits the ar-
rkal of thefhips, .and flopsat Angelos, which is
only thirty-five leagues diftant.

'WHEN the tramfactions are finifhed, the gold,
filver, cochineal, leather, vanilla, logwood, and
fome goods of inconsiderable value which Mexico

furnilhes,
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furnifhes, are put on board. The fleet then di-
rects its courfe for the Havanna, where, after
being joined by fome regifter-fhips difpatched to
different ports, it arrives at Cadiz by the channel
of Bahama

IN the interval between thefoilingof one fleet
and the other, the court of Spain fends out two
men of war, which they call Azogues, to carry to
Vera-Cruz the quickfilver that is neceflary for
working the mines of Mexico. The quickfilver
was originally drawn from Peru; but the ccm-
miflions were fo uncertain, fo flow, and fo fre-
quently fraudulent, that in 1734 it was judged to
be more convenient to fend it from Europe. The
mines of Guadalcana at firft furnifhed the means.
Thefe were afterwards forfaken for the richer
mines of Almeda in Eftramadura. The Azogues,
to which two or three merchant-lhips are fome-
times joined that can only carry fome fruits of
Spain, areladen in return with the produce of
thofe goods that have been fold fince the departure
of the fleet, or of thofe which had been delivered
on credit. .

IF any thing fhould be left behind, it is com-
monly brought by the fliips of war which Spain
builds at the Havanna, and which aways pafs to
Vera-Cruz before they fet fail for Europe. Af-
fairs are conduced in a different manner at Peru,
aswill be (hewn in the fubfequent book.
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BOOK VII.

Conqueft of Peru by the Spaniards.  Changes
that have happened in this Empire fince
that revolution.

OLUMBUS had no fooner gained a firm
eftablifhment on the ifland of San Domingo

than he profecuted his refearches.  In one of his
Voyages he discovered the Oronooko, and in the
other the bay of Honduras. He clearly faw that
what he had found was a continent; and his ge-
nius led him further than merely to fufpeft that
beyond this continent was another ocean, which
muft terminate at the Eaft-Indies. It was poffible
that thefe two fees might have a mutual commu-
nication, and he diligently employed himfelf in
finding it out. In order to make this difcovery,
he failed as clofe along the coaft as poffible. He
touched at all places that were acceffible; and,
contrary to the cuftom of the navigators of his
time, who behaved in the countries where they
arrived in fuch a manner as if they were never to
return to them, he treated the inhabitants with
equity, attention, and humanity, and by this
method fucceeded in gaining their affection. The
ifthmus of Darien particularly engaged his ob-
fervation* He thought that the rivers, which
poured into it, were an arm of the great ocean,
which uniting by a narrow ftrait, the fess of
South
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South and North America feemed to open to his B 0 OK
wifhes the paffage and communication he was in
fcarch of. After he had explored thefe riverswith
extreme attention, and found himfelf difappointed
in his expectations, he contented himfelf with
founding a fettlement. The pride, mercenary dif-
pofition, and imprudence of his companions, ex-
cited the indignation of the natives of the country,
who at firft appeared tolerably well difpofed to
permit this eftablifliment. The Spaniards were
obliged to reimbark and fail away in vefielswhich
were not in a condition to keep the fea any
longer.

T H Eintelligence, however, which was obtained,
was not entirely loft. Vefpucius, Ojeda, Lacofa,
Pincon, Roldan, Nino, Lopez, Baftidos, Soils,
and Nicueffa, followed the path which Columbus
had traced out for them. Thefe adventurers, who
had only received from their government a per-
mifSon to make difcoveries, in order to fatisfy the
vain glory of the nation, rather than to extend its
dominions, thought neither of forming fettlements
which might be cultivated, nor of eftablifhing
commercial conneftions with the fmall nations
which they difcovered. The profpeft of fortunes,
which might have been made in future by thefe
prudent mesfures, was an idea too much above
the prejudices of thefe barbarous times. Even
thé reasoning, which might have led them to the
knowledge of thefe advantages, would not have
imparted a fufficient impulfe to animate them. No-
thing but the allurement of immediate gain could
excite men to enterprifes fo hazardous as were
H h z thofe
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thofe for which this age wes diftinguifhed. Gold
aone attrafled them to the continent of America,
and made them brave dangers, difeafes;, and death,
which they were expofed to in the courfe of their
voyage, at their arrival, or on their return; and,
by aterrible but juft vengeance, the cruelty of
the Europeans and their Iuft of gold exhaufted at
once the two hemifpheres of their inhabitants,
and deftruction raged equally among thofe who
Were the plunderers and &ffaffing as among the
plundered people.

AMONG the number of villains who ravaged,
depopulated, and deftroyed, thefe unhappy codfts
of aworld which was no fooner discovered than it
was exterminated, there was one man who had
naturally an agreeable afpeft, a robuft conftitution,
an intrepid courage, and a popular eoguence,
and who had imbibed fome principles from ali -
beral education. His name was Vafco Nugnes de
Balboa. Finding a Darien, where there was a
greater abundance of riches than in any other
places, a fmall number of Spaniards whom this
circumftance alone had attracted there, he put
himfelf at their head, with the defign of forming
a permanent fettlement. He found at firft in the
country fome of that fame fpecies of little white
men, as are to be met with in Africa and in cer-
tain of the Afiaric iflands. They are covered with
a down of a gliftening white colour. They have
no hair, their eyes are red, and they only fee well
in the night time. They ae feeble, and their
faculties gppear to be more circumfcribed than
thofe of other men. Thefe favages were few in

number:
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number; but others of a different fpecies were BQOK'

found on the coaft. Thefe were brave and hardy
enough to defend their liberty. They had a very
extraordinary cuftom among them, which was, that
the hufbands on the death of their wives, and the
wives ‘on the death of their husbands, ufed to cut
off the end of a finger; fo that by looking on their
hands one might fee whether they were widowers
or widows, and how often they had been fo.
NOTHING has ever been or will probably ever
be faid, that can fatisfactorily explain the various
perverfions of human reafon. |If the women along
had been obliged to cut off a finger at the deceafe
of their husbands, it would be natural to fufpeft

that this had been intended to prevent a widow

from impofing upon a fecond husband, who might
imagine her to be a virgin, from having no know-
ledge of her former connexion; a thing very
likely to happen among wandering nations. But
this conjefture would lofe its force, when applied
to the hushands, whofe condition could never be
a matter of fuch confequence, as that it fhould be
carefully indicated by indelible figns. This cuftom
hath obtained in other countries ; but the follow-
ing is peculiar to Darien.

WHEN a widow died, fuch of her children,
whofe tender age rendered it impoflible for them
to provide for their own fubfiftence, were buried
in the fame grave with her. As no one would
take the charge of thefe orphans, they were maffa-
cred, to prevent their being ftarved to death. The
charity of thefe barbarians extended no further.
Thisis the moft atrocious aft to which the de-

' -h3 plorable

VII.
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B%DK plorable flate of favege life was ever able to impel
mankind.

NOTWITHSTANDING the ferouty of thefe bar-
barians, Balboa fucceeded in difperfing the inha-
bitants of Darien, in fubjefting them or gaining
their confidence; and he fettled his countrymen
on their territory.

ONE day, ashe was dividing fome gold with one
of his companions, a conteft arofe between them.
A favage, incenfed at a rapacioufnefs fo repugnant
to his manners, fhook the fcdes fo violently, that
he overfet all the gold that was in them. Sinceyou
quarrel for fuch a trifle, faid he to the two Spa-
niards, and it is this metal which has made you quit
your country, and difturb fo many nations, | will lead
you to a place, where you fhall be fatisfied. He ful-
filled his engagement, and conduced Balboa, with
one hundred and fifty Spaniards, acrofs a neck
of land, fixteen or feventeen Ieagues long, to the
coaft of the South Sea

PANAMA, which was built there in 1518, opened
a new and extenfive career to the reftlefsnefs and
avarice of the Caftilians. The ocean, which wafhed
its walls, conveyed them to Peru, whofe riches
were boafted of in this part of the new world,
though but in a vague manner.  The reports that
prevailed concerning the ftrength of this im-
menfe empire, did not caft a damp upon that
ardour which its treafures excited ; and the world
faw, without aftonifliment, three men, born in
obfcurity, undertake at their own expence to fnb-
yert athrone that had fubfifted with glory for fe-
deral centuries.

' FRANCIS
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FRANCIS ‘PIZARRO, who-is the moft -known BOOK -
among them, was the natural fon of a gentleman vil,
of Eftramadura.  His education had been fo neg-
lected, that he could not read. Tending of flocks,
which was his firft employment, not fuiting his
character, he embarked for the new world. His
avarice and ambition infpired him with inconceiv-
able aftivity. Hejoined in every expedition, and
fignalized himfelf in moft of them; and he ac-
quired, in the fevera fituations in which he was
employed, that knowledge of men and things,
which is indifpenfably neceffary to advancement,
but in particular to thofe who by their birth have
every difficulty to contend with. The ufe he had
hitherto made of his natural and acquired-abili-
ties, perfuaded him that nothing wes above his
talents; and he formed the plan of exerting then*
againft Peru.

To thefe defigns he affociated Diego de Almagro,
whofe birth was equivocal, but whofe courage
was proved. He had ever been found temperate,
patient, and indefatigable, in thofe camps in which
he had grownold. In thisfchool he had acquired
a franknefs which is more frequently learpt here
than in other fituations, as well as that obduracy
and cruelty which are but too common,

T H E fortune of two foldiers, though consider-
able, being found inefficient for the conqueft they
meditated, they joined themfelves to Fernando de
Lugues. He was a mercenary prieft, who had
amafled prodigious wealth by all the methods
which fuperftition renders eefy to his profeffion,

Hh4 and
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and by fome means peculiar to the manners of the
age he lived-in.

As the bdfis of their aflbciation the confederates
mutually agreed, that each fhould engage the
whole of his property in this enterprife; that the
wealth accruing from it fhould be equally ftiared,
and that they, fhould reciprocally obferve an in-
violable fidelity. The parts that each of them
y\iere to take in this great fcene were diftributed
as the good of the common caufe required. Pi-
Zarro was to command the troops, Almagro con-
duct the fuccours, and Luques prepare the means.
This plan of ambition, avarice, and ferocioufnefs,
v_\/as completed by fanaticifm.  Luques publicly
qonfecrated a hoft; part of which he ate, and di-
vided the reft between his two aflbciates;, all
three fwearing, by the blood of their God, that, to
enrich themfelves, they would not fpare the blood
of man.

THE expedition, commenced under thefe hor?
rible aufpices, was not fortunate ; the mesfures
being continually interrupted by famine, ficknefs,
and mifundetftanding, by a profound ignorance of
the theory of the winds and currents, and by the
arms of the Indians ; the adventurers found them-
felves reduced to the neceffity of returning with-
out having effefted any eftablifhment, or done
any thing worthy of being tranfmitted to pofterity.
At the end of 1526, Panama received the wrecks
of an armament, which two years before had ex-
cited itsjealoufy. -

FAR from being difcouraged by thefe misfor-
tunes, the three affociates were inflamed with a

more
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more ardent paffion for treafures which were now
better known to them. They imagined that they
Ihould not fail of acquiring them, if they could
difengage themfelves from a dependence on the
governor of Panama, who had oppofed them,
fometimes openly, at other times clandeftinely.
The court of Spain granted them what they fo-
licitcd, and their courage was now animated to
greater exploits. In 1530 they fitted out three
veffels, on board of which they embarked one
hundred fourfcore and five foldiers, thirty-feven
horfes, arms, and provifions. Thefe forces, which
were fucceffively augmented by fome inconfiderable
reinforcements, were commanded by -Pizarro;
who, after aferies of extreme difficulties which his
intrepid avarice furmounted, at laft arrived at
Tumbez, on the frontiers of Peru.

IF the Spaniards may be credited, Peru had
been an extenfive and civilized empire for four
centuries. It had been founded by Manco-Capac,
and by hiswife Mama-Ocello-Huaco. It hashbeen
conjeftured, that thefe two perfons might be the
dependents of certain navigators of Europe or the
Canaries, who had been fhipwrecked on the coafts
of Brafil.

To fupport this conjecture, it has been faid,
that the Peruvians divided the year, as we do, into
three hundred and fixty-five days; and that they
had fome notion of aftronomy; that they were ac-
quainted with the points of the horizon where the
fun fets in the fummer and winter folftice, and in
the equinoxes; marks which the Spaniards de*
ftroyed, as being monuments of Indiaafuperftition.

It
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B %?-Ki It has been afferted, that the race of the Incas was

v Whiter than that of the natives of the country, and
that fevera of the royal family had beards; and
it is a known fact, that there are certain features,
whether ill-formed or regular, that are preferved
in fome families, though they do not conftantly
pafs from generation to generation. And, laftly,
it has been faid, that it was a tradition generally
diffufed throughout Peru, and handed down from
age to age, that there would one day arrive by
fea. men with beards, and of fuch fuperiority in
arms, that nothing could refill them.

IF there fhould be any of our readers difpofed
to adopt this opinion, they muft neceffarily allow
that there muft have elapfed a confiderable fpace
of time between the fhipwreck and the founda-
tion of the Peruvian empire. If this is not ad-
mitted, we cannot explain why the legiflator fhould
not have given the favages, whom he collefted to-
gether, fome notion of writing, though hefhould
not himfelf have been able to read; or why he
fliould not have taught them fevera of our arts
and methods of doing things, and inftructed them
in certain tenetsof his religion. Either it was not
an European who founded the throne of the Incas,
or we mufl neceffarily believe that the veffd of
his anceftors was wrecked on the coafts of Ame-
rica at an sera fo reinote, that the fucceeding ge-
nerations muft have forgotten all the cuftoms of
the place from whence they fprang.

IT was on an hilly country that Manco at firft
eftablilhed his empire. Perhaps, he found there
people lefs barbarous, better difpofed to receive

inftruftion,
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inftructios, and who had aready begun to be ci- BQ/”OK
vilized. It is far from being improbable that fo- s\ s
ciety is fonped much more flowly in countries that
are fruitful, and abounding in vegetables, than in
thofe to which nature has been lefs bountiful. It
Is the want men have of affiftance from each other,
that more ftrongly induces them to unite in fo-
ciety ; and this reciprocal dependence is morefen-
fibly felt on barren mountains than in fruitful
plains,
THE two Legiflators declared themfelves the
children of the fun. Undoubtedly they thought
that this prejudice would animate the Peruvians,
roufe their courage, infpire them with agreater at-
tachment to their country, and make them more
obedient to the laws. Was this fiction more abfurd
than thofe which have been fo warmly embraced
by fome celebrated nations, which ftill are our
guides and our models ?

BY the help of thisillufion the empire of the
Incas had flourifhed under eleven fovereigns, who
were all prudent, humane, and juft, when the em-
peror liuana Capac feized upon Quito. In order
to fecure the pofléffion of it, he married the only
heirefs of the dethroned king, from whom he had
a fon named Atabalipa. This young prince, after
the death of his father, demanded the inheritance
of his mother. His elder brother Huafcar refuting
to give it up to him, immediate recourfe was had
to aims. The moft ambitious of the two brothers
was beaten, taken prifoner, and fhut up in Cufco,
where he was afterwards ftrangled. His fortunate

rival,
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Bo K iyal now eevated above his warmeft expeditions,
i found .himfelf mafter-of all the provinces.

THESE troubles, which for the firfl time had
agitated Peru,, were not entirely appeafed when
the Spaniards landed in-the empire. The inhabi-
tants who were defirous of appealing the fun, which
they believed was incenfed againft them, loaded
thefe ftrangers with prefents, fhewed them the
kindeft offices, and manifefted a refpeft Tor them
which bordered on adoration. In the confufion in
which the whole kingdom was ftill involved, no
one thought of oppofing Pizarro's march, who
reached without the lead obflruction to. the palace
of Caxamalca. He was but juft arrived, when he
received from Atabalipa, who was not far diftant,
aprefent of fruits, corn, emeralds, and fevera vafes
of gold and filver. The reception, which the court
gave to his brother Fernando, correfponded with
thefe advances. Civilities, treafures, and marks
of diftinction, were beftowed upon him with the
greateft profufion. The emperor did not diflem:
ble his defire that the Spaniards would quit his
provinces; and he publicly declared that he would
go the next morning to concert with their chief
proper mesfures for this retreat.

To put himfelf in readiuefs for an engagement,
without fuffering the lead preparation of war to
be perceived, was the only difpofition that Pizarro
made for the reception of the prince. He planted
his cavary in the gardens of the palace, where
they could not be feen: the infantry wes in the
court; and his artillery wes pointed towards the
gate where the emperor was to enter.

ATABALIPA
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ATABALIPA came without fufpicion to the BOOK
place appointed. He was attended by about fif- y| ’
teen thoufand men. He was carried on a throne
of gold, and gold glittered in the arms of his
troops. He turned to the principal officers, and
faid to them : Thefe ftrangers are the meffengers of
the Gods ; be careful of offending them*

T H E proceffion was now pretty near the palace,
which was occupied by Pizarro, when a domini-
can, named Vincent de Valverdo, with a crticifix
in one hand, and his breviary in the other, came
up to the emperor. He flopped him in his march,
and, by his interpreter, made him a long fpeech,
in which he expounded to him the chriftian reli-
gion, preffed him to embrace that form of wor-
ship, and propofed to him to fubmit to the king of
Spain, to whom the pope had given Peru.

T H E emperor, who heard him with agreat deal
of patience, replied, | am very willing to be the
friend of the king of Spain, but not his effd,
the pope muft furely be a very extraordinary man,
to give fo liberally what does not belong to him.
| Jhall not change my religion for another ; and if
the christians adore a God who died upon a crofs,
Iworfhip the fun, who never dies. He then afked
Vincent where he had learned all- that he had faid
of God and the creation. In this Book, replied
the monk, prefenting at the fame time his breviary
to the emperor.  Atabalipa took the book, exa-
mined it on all fides, fell alaughing, and, throwing
away the breviary, added, This book tells me n.Or
thing of all this. Vincent then turned towards the

Spaniards,
5
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Spaniards, cryingout withall his might, Vengeance,
my friends, vengeance. Chriftians, do you not fee
how he defpifes the gofpel ?  Kill the/e dogs, who
trample under foot the law of God.

T H E Spaniards, who probably had with difficulty
reftrained that fury, and that thirft of blood, which
the fight of the gold and of the infidels had in-
spired them with, inflantly obeyed the dominican.
Let the reader judge of the impreffion that muft
have been made on the Peruvians by the fight of
the horfes who trampled upon them, and by the
noife and effect of the cannon and mufketry which
beat them down. They fled with fuch precipita-
tion, that they fell one upon another. A dreadful
maffacre was made of them. Pizarro himfelf ad-
vanced towards the emperor, made his infantry
put to the fword all that furrounded his throne,
took the monarch prifoner, and purfued all the
reft of the day thofe who had efcaped the fword of
his foldiers. A multitude of princes of the race of
the Incas, the minifters, theflower of the nobility,
all that compofed the court of Atabalipa, were
maffacred. Even the crowd of women, old men,
and children, who were come from all parts to
fee their emperor and the Spaniards, were not
fpared. Whilft this carnage continued, Vincent
cegfed not to animate the affaflins who were tired
with flaughter, exhorting them to ufe not the edge
but the point of their fwords, to inflift deeper
wounds. When the Spaniards returned from this in-
famous maffacre, they paffed the night in drunken-
nefs, dancing, and all the exceffes of debauchery.

IN
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IN the meen time Pizarro's thoughts were en- B%’K '

gaged in contriving how he fhould get rid of his
prifoner. Vincent faid that he was a hardened
prince, who ought to be treated like Pharaoh.
There was in the train of the Spatiifh general an
Indian, who had embraced the chriftian faith. His
name was Philipillo, and hewas employed as inter-
preter. He was fixed upon to frame an accufation
againft the emperor, for having defigned to excite
his fubjefts to rebel againft the tyrants. On this
fole depofition, Atabalipa was condemned to death.
The Spaniards had the effrontery to bring him to
aformal trial; and this atrocious farce was fol-
lowed with thofe horrid confequences that muft
neceffarily be expected from it*

AFTER thisjudiciary affaffiriation, Pizarrb pene-
trated into the inland parts of the empire. Cufco
opened to him its gates, and offered him more
treafures than there were perhaps in all Europe
before the difcovery of the new world. Thefe
treafures became the fpoil of two hundred Spa
niards, who, though in poffeffion of fuch iramenfe
riches, ftill defired more; impelled by that thirft
of gold which increafes in proportion asit isgrati-
fied. Temples and private houfes were ftripped
from one end of the kingdom to the other. The Pe-
ruvians were oppreffed in all parts, and rapes com-
mitted every where on their wives and daughters*

T H E people driven to defperation took up arms,
and laid, fiege at once to Cufco and Lima: but
thefe unfortunate men in feveral engagements were
not able to deftroy more than fix hundred of their
enemies; who, continually receiving frefh fbpplies,

were
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B O O K were at laft univerfaly victorious. In alittle time
the -Spaniards in Peru amounted to the number
of three thoufand muflceteers, without reckoning
pikemen, archers, and cavalry. The Peruvians
were under a neceffity of fubmitting to the yoke,
fuch as the tyrants chofe to impofe on them.

A REVOLUTION fo reifearkable hath been a fub-
ject of aftonifhment to all nations. Peru is acoun-
try very difficult of accefs, where one muft conti-
nually climb mountains, and perpetually march in
narrow pafles and defiles. Troopsare there obliged
to be inceffantly paffing and repaffing torrents and
rivers, the banks of which are always fteep. Four
or five thoufand men, with a moderate fhare of
courage and flal, might deftroy the moft nume-
rous and beft difciplined armies. How then could
it poffibly happen, that a whole nation did not
even attempt to difpute a territory, the nature of
which was fo well known to them, againft a few
plunderers who had not the leaft idea of it ?

THIS extraordinary event cannot be otherwife
accounted for, than by confidering that the Pe-
ruvians were feized with fudden fear, which was
the effeft of their ignorance and aftonifhment;
that their diforderly multitude could not ftand
againft afmall number of difciplined forces, and
that courage unarmed could not refift cannon-fhot.
Thus, without having recourfe to that vain pro-
phecy which proclaimed the Spaniards as the
avengers of the Gods, Peru muft neceffarily have
been fubdued, even though the domectic diflen-
tions with which it was then agitated had not fa-
cilitated its fubjection*

THE
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T HE empire which now received the Spanifh B%

yoke had been governed for four centuries, or per--
haps more, by a race of conquerors, who appeared
to have extended their conquefts with no other
view than to promote the happinefs of the human
fpecies. They defcended from a legiflator, who
could not, perhaps, have been paralleled in hiftory,
if Confucius had not had one advantage over him;
that of not having introduced fuperftition, to in-
fure allegiance and obedience to his laws.

MANCO Capac, who collefted together the
favages of Peru that were feattcred among the
forefts, ftyled himfelf the offspring of the fun, who
Wes fent by his father to teach men to be good
and happy. He perfuaded a great number of
favages to follow him ; and he founded the city of
Cufco.

HE taught his new fubjects to cultivate the
ground, to fow corn and pulfe, to wear cloaths,
and to build houfes. His wife taught the Indian
women to fpin, to fmooth cotton and wool; and in-
ftrufted them inall the occupations fuitable to their
fex, and in all the arts of domeftic dcconomy.

HE told. them they muft adore the fun; he
built temples to this luminary, and abolifhed hu-
man facrifices, and even thofe of animals. His
dependents Were the only priefts of his nation.

Toareligion repletewith fentiments of humanity
Were joined parental laws, A mod wife inftitu-
tion enjoined that a young man, who fhould com-
mit a fault, fhould be flightly punifhed ; but that
his father fhould be refponfible for him. Thus it

VoL. I [ i was
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BOOK wasthat found morals were always inculcated by
“‘mwest @000d education.

POLYGAMY was prohibited; and adultery in
both fexes puniflied. No one was allowed to have
concubines except the emperor, and that becaufe
the race of the fun could not be too much multi-
plied. Thefe concubines were felected from among
the virgins confecrated to the temple.

IDLENESS was punifhed as the fource of wicked-
nefs, and therefore as the greateft of crimes.
Thofe, who from age and infirmities were rendered
unfit for labour, were maintained at the public
charge; but on condition that they ihould pre-
ferve the cultivated lands from the birds. Every
one was obliged to make his own fhoes, manage
his own houfe, and conftruft his plough. Women
made the apparel ,* and every feparate family knew
how to fupply its own wants.

T H E Peruvians were enjoined to love one ano-
ther, and every circumftance induced them to it.
Thofe common labours, which were aways enli-

- vened by agreeable fongs, the object itfelf of
thefe labours, which was to &ffift every onewho had
occafion for fucconr; that apparel that was made
by young women devoted to the worfhip of the
fun, and diftributed by the emperor's officers to the
poor, to the aged, and to orphans; that union
which muft necelfarily reign in the decuries, where
every one was mutually infpired with refpeft for
the laws, and with the love of virtue, becaufe the
punifliments, that were inflicted for the faults of
one individual, fell on the whole body ; that cuftom
of regarding each other as members of one fingle

family ,
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family, which wes the empire; all thefe circum- BC\>”OK
ftances united, maintained among the Peruvians :..._v.'_.,
concord, benevolence, patriotifm, and a certain

public fpirit; and contributed as much as pof-

fible to fubftitute the moft fublime and amiable

virtues, in lieu of perfonal intereft, of the fpirit

of property, and of the ufual incentives employed

by other legifiators.

THESE virtues were rewarded with marks of
diftindion, as much as if they had been fervices
rendered to the country. Thofe who had figna
. lized themfelves by an exemplary conduft, or by
any diftinguiflied actions of advantage to the pub-
lic good, wore, as a mark of ornament, cloaths
wrought by the family of the Incas. It is very
probable that thofe ftatues, which the Spaniards
pretended that they found in the temples of the
fun, and which they took for idols, were the flatues
of men, who, by the greainefs of their talents,
or by a life replete with illuftrious aftions, had
merited the homage or love of their fellow-citizens.

THESE great men were dfo ufually the fubjefts
of poems compofed by the family of the Incas for
the inftruction of the people.

THERE was another fpecies of poetry conducive
to morality. At Cufco, and in al the other towns
of Peru, tragedies and comedies were performed.
The firft were leffons of duty to the priefts, war-
riors, judges, and perfons of diftinftion, and re-
prefented to them models of public virtue. Co-
medies ferved for inftruction to perfons of inferior
rank, and taught them the exercife of private
virtues, and even of domestic aonomy.

li2 THE
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BOOK T H E whol e ftate was"diftributed ‘into decuries,

\,.MLL__, with an officer that was appointed to fuperintend
ten families that were intruded to him. A fuperior
officer had the fame infpection over fifty families ;
others over a hundred, five hundred, and a
thoufand. '

T H E decurians, and the other fuperintending
officers up to the fuperintendant of a thoufand,
were obliged to give an account to the latter of all
actions whether good or bad, to folicit punifh-
ments and rewards for each, and to give infor-
mation if there was any want of provifions, cloaths,
or corn, for the year. The fuperintendant of a
thoufand made his report to the minifter of the Inca.

T H E laws were fevere, but this feverity was at-
tended only with good effectss The Peruvians
were ftrangers to crimes. Al their laws were re-
puted to come to them from the fun, which threw
light upon their anions. Thus the violation of a
law became a facrilege. They even went of their
own accord to reveal their mod fecret faults, and
ro folicirpermiffion to expiate them. They told
the Spaniards, that there never had been one man

of the family of the Incas who had deferved
punifhment.

THE lands of the kingdom, that were fuf-
ceptible of cultivation, were divided into three
parts, one appropriated to the fun, another to the
Inca, and the third to the people. The firft were
cultivated in common, as were likewife the lands
of orphans, of widows, of old men, of the in-
firm, and of the foldiers who were with the army,
Thefe were cultivated immediately after the lands

appro-
3
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appropriated to the fun, and before thofe of the B O OK
emperor. The feafon of this labour was announced . __»
by feftivals: it was begun and continued with the

found of mufical inftmments, and the chanting of

hymns.

T H E emperor levied no tribute; and exacted
nothing from his fubjects, but that they fhould
cultivate his lands; the whole produce of which,
being depofited in public magazines, was faffident
to defray all the expences of the empire.

T HE lands dedicated to the fun provided for
the maintenance of the priefts, and for the expence
of confecrating thofe magnificent temples that were
covered with gold, and whofe roofs were of filver.

W I TH regard to the lands that were in the pof-
feffion of individuals, they were neither hereditary,
nor even eftates for life: the divifion of them was
continually varying, and was regulated with ftrict
equity according to the number of perfons which
compofed every family. There was no other
wealth, 'but what arofe from the produce of the
fields, the temporary enjoyment of which was all
that was granted by the ftate.

THIS cuftom of moveable poffeffions has been
univerfally cenfured by men of underftanding. It
has been their general opinion, that anation would
never rife to any dge of power or greatnefs,
_ but by fixed, and even hereditary property. If

it were not for the firft: of thefe, we fhould fee on
the globe only wandering and naked favages, mi-
“ferably fubfifting on fuch fruits and vegetables
as are the fole and fcanty produflion of rude na-
“ture. If it were pot for the fecond, every indi-

[i3 vidud
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vidual would live only for' himfelf; mankind
would be deprived of every permanent advantage,
that paternal affection, the love of a family name,
and the inexpreffible delight we fed in Jafting for
the good of pofterity, urge us to purfue. The
fyftem of fome bold fpeculators, who have regarded
property, and particularly that fpecies of it which
is hereditary, as an ufurpation of fome members
of fociety over others, is refuted by the fate of all
thofe inftitutions in which their principles have
been reduced to practice. Thefe ftates have all
falen to ruin, after having languifhed for fome
time in a ftate of depopulation and anarchy. Peru
alone hath profpered on fo uncertain a bafis.
THE reafon probably is, that the Incas, not
knowing the ufe of impofts, and having only com-
modities in kind to fupply the neceflmes of go-
vernment, mud have been obliged to ftudy how
to multiply them. They were &ffifted in the exe-
cution of this projeft by their minifters, by infe-
rior officers, and by the foldiers themfelves, who
received nothing but the fruits of the earth for
their fubfiftence and the fupport of their rank.
Hence arofe a continual folicitude to increafe thefe
productions. This attention might have for its
principal object the introduftion of plenty into
the lands of the fovereign ; but his patrimony was
fo mixed and confounded with that of his fubjects,
that it wes not poffible to fertilize the one with-
out fertilizing the other. The people, encouraged
by thefe advantages, which left little fcope to
their induftry, applied themfelves to labours,
which the nature of their foil, of their climate,

and



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES.

487

and of their cornfumptions, rendered very eafy. But B (\/DIP K

notwithftanding all thefe advantages ; notwith-
ftanding the ever-active vigilance of the magi-
ftrate; notwithftanding the certainty, that their
harvefts would never be ravaged by a reftlefs
neighbour 5 the Peruvians never enjoyed any thing
more than the mere neceffaries of life. We may

venture to affert, that they would have acquired -

the means of diverfifying and extending their en-
joyments, if their talents had been excited by the
introduction of rented, transferable, and hereditary
property.

T H E Peruvians, though at the very fource of
gold and filver, knew not the ufe of coin. They
had neither commerce nor luxury; and the more
minute arts, which owe their exigence to the im-
mediate wants of focial life, were in a very im-
perfeft ftate among them. They had not even
hieroglyphics, which among all nations were the
firft effays towards writing; and their quippos,
which fupplied the place of writing among them,
were not fo ufeful as the hieroglyphics of the
Mexicans, nor even as thofe of the Iroquois.

BUT the Peruvians having neither property,
nor trade, nor fcarcely any connexion of mutual
intereft; moreover, being governed by mailers,
whofe will framed all thofe tranfitory laws which
regulated their manners, had very little occafion
for writing. All their fdences confided in memory,
and all their arts in example. They learned their
religion and their hiftory by hymns, and their
duties and profeffions by labour and imitation.

i 4 THEIR
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THEIR legiflation was undoubtedly very ifn-
perfeft and limited, fince it fljppofed the prince
always juft and infallible, and the magiftrates pof-
feffed of as much integrity as the prince. Among
acivilized people who had not the art of writing,
the laws mull have been fatal, when their cuftoms
did not determine the application and ufe of them;
when not only the monarch, but his deputies, a
fuperintendant often, of a hundred, or of athou-
fand, might change at pleafure the deftination of
punifhments and rewards. Among fuch a people,
the wifeft laws, being deftitute of all precition and
ftability, mud infenfibly be corrupted ; nor would
there be a poffibility of reftoring them to their
primitive character.

T H E connterpoife to thefe dangers was found in
their abfolute ignorance of gold and filver coin ;
an ignorance, which in a Peruvian defpot rendered
the fatal paffion of amaffing riches impoffible. It
was found in the conititution of the empire,
which had fixed the amount of the fovereign's re-
venue, by fettling the portion of lands that be-
longed to him. It was found in the extremely
fmall number and moderate nature of the wants
of the people, which, being eafily gratified, ren-
dered them happy and attached to the government.
It was found in the influence of their religious
opinions, which made the obfervation of the laws
a matter of conference. Thus was the defpotifm
of the Incas founded on a mutual confidence be-
tween the fovereign and the people; a confidence,
which refulted from the beneficence of the prince,
from the conftant protection he granted to all his

fubjects,
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fubjects, and from the .evident intereft they had.

to continue in obedience to him.

A spPIRIT of pyrrhonifm, which hath fucceeded
to a blind credulity, and hath been fometimes car-
ried to unjuftifiable lengths, hath for fome time
endeavoured to raife objections to what has been
juft related of the laws, manners, and happinefs,
of antient Peru. This account hath appeared to
fome philofophers as chimerical, and formed only
by the naturally romantic imagination of a few
Spaniards. But among the deftroyers of this dif-
tinguifhed part of the new world, was there a
fingle ruffian fufficiently enlightened to invent a.
fable fo confiftent in all its parts ? Was there any
one among them humane enough towifhto do it,
if he had even been equal to the task? Would he
not rather have been reftrained by the fear of in-
creafing that hatred, which fo many cruelties had
brought on his country throughout the whole
world? Would not the fable have been contra-
dicted by a multitude of witneffes, who would
have feen the contrary of what was publiihed with
fo much pomp? The unanimous teftimony of con-
temporary writers, and of their immediate fuc-
ceffors, ought to be regarded as the ftrongeft
hiftorical demonftration that can poffibly be de-
fired.

IT is not the fame with regard to thofe exag-
gerated relations, which the conquerors of Peru
publifhed concerning the grandeur and magnifi-
cence of the monuments of all kinds that they had
found there. The defire of adding great luftre to
the glory of their triumphs might poffibly mif-

lead
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B%R K lead them. Perhaps, with out being convinced

tem — themfelves, they ftudied to impofe on their own
country and on foreign nations. The firft tefti-
monies, and thofe even were contradictory, have
been invalidated by fucceeding accounts, and at
laft totally deftroyed, when men of enlightened
underftandings had vifited this celebrated part of
the new hemifphere.

WE muft:, therefore, confider as fabulous tne re-
port of that prodigious multitude of towns built
with fo much labour and expence. If there were
fo many fuperb cities in Peru, why do none exift,
except Cufco and Quito, befides thofe the con-
queror built? Whence comes it that we do not
find eve* the ruins of any of thofe of which fuch
pompous descriptions have been publifhed ?

WE muft confider as fabulous the account of
thofe majeftic palaces, deftined for the accommoda-
tion of the Incas, in the place of their refidence
and in their travels. The royal manfions fo much
boafted of were nothing but flints placed one
upon another, and covered with a reddifh clay.

WE muft confider as fabulous the relation of
thofe fortified places, which defended the fron-
tiers of the empire. Would it have been con-
quered in fofhort a time, if it had been furnifhed
with fuch confiderable means of defence? M. de
la Condamine, who vifited with that fcrupulous
attention that diftinguifhes him the fort of Cannar,
which is the beft preferved, and the moft con-
fiderable after that of Cufco, found it to be of
very fmall extent, and only ten feet high. A
people, who knew not the ufe of pullies, could

hardly
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hardly raife their buildipgs higher. The fize of BQ 0K
the (tones, that were employed in building thefe ———
fortreffes, has not been lefs exaggerated. After

the moft careful examination, there was not found

any one of a remarkable fize. When thefe ftones

were to be tranfported, cords were fattened to

them, and a number of men pulhed, drew, and

rolled the weight along. A nation, which had

made no greater progrefs in mechanics, could not

execute any great defigns.

WE rauft confider as fabulous the hiftory of
thofe refervoirs and agqueducts, that are faid to
have been worthy of the antient Romans. Nei-
ther of them were ever to be found in Peru, un-
lefs we choofe to honour with thefe magnificent
names certain trenches that were made, wherever
there was an opportunity, on thedeclivity of hills,
to collect rain or fpring-water, and conduct it into
the fields and vallies.

WE muft alfo confider as fabulous the difplay
of thofe fuperb roads which rendered communi-
cation fo eafy. The great roads of Peru were no-
thing more than two rows of flakes difpofed in a
line, and intended for no other purpofe but to
point out the way to Travellers. There was no
road of any confequence, except that which bore
the name of the Incas, and which traverfed the
whole empire. This, which was the moft beau-
tiful monument of Peru, was entirely deftroyed
during the civil wars of the conquerors.

WE muft afo confider as fabulous what has been
faid of thofe bridges which are fo much boafted
of. How could the Peruvians, who were ignorant

of
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BOOK  of the method of conftructing arches, raife ftone-

\....\./.,l,l_'_.; bridges ? But, had they even been acquainted with
this art, would not their want of lime have ren-
dered it ailmoft impracticable ? It is certain, how-
ever, that the traveller was every moment ftopped
in his paffage by a great number of torrents he
met with among the mountains. To enable him
to pafs thefe, a long cord of ofier, on which flid a
bafket that held at molt four men, was extended
from one bank to the other. The number of
cords was afterwards multiplied, and hurdles were
fixed upon them, by which a greater number of
people croffed at the fame time. The Spaniards,
who feem born to deftroy, and not to build,
have not failed to adopt fo marvellous an inven-
tion.

WE muft afo confider as fabulous what hath
been written on the fignification of quippos. Thefe
were, fay the Spaniards, regifters made of cords,
in which, by means of different knots and differ-
ent colours, the Peruvians expreffed every thing
they wifhed. The remembrance of any effential
points of hiftory, manners, and ceremonies, was
perpetuated by knots; and fmall firings, tied to
the principal cords, recalled totheir minds circum-
Itances of lefs importance. Thefe memoirs were
depofited in the cultody of officers appointed by
public authority, and an entire confidence was
placed in their integrity. In reality, thefe fin-
gular annals exhibited no regular narrative, and
could only ferve for certain calculations, or for
preferring the memory of fome particular event.

THE
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T HE Spaniards do not deferve more credit, B(\DH?K-
when they tell us of thofe baths that were made Amm—w
of filver and gold, as well as the pipes that fup-
plied them ; of thofe gardens full of trees, whofe
flowers were of filver, and thefruit gold, and where
the eye, being deceived, miflook art for nature ; of
thofe fields of maize, the ftcms of which were of
filver, and the ears of gold; of thofe baffo-relievos,
in which the herbs and plants were fo admirably
exhibited, that whoever faw was tempted to gather
them ; of thofe dreffes covered over with grains of
gold more delicate than the feed of pearl, and the
workmanfhipof which the ableft artifts of Europe
could not have equalled. We fhall not fay, that
thefe works were not worthy to be preferred, be-
caufe they never have been. If the Greek ftatua-
ries in their compofitions had only employed pre-
cious metals, it is probable that few of the capital,
productions of Greece would have reached us,
But, if we may judge of what hath perifhed by-
what ftill remains, we may be certain that the Peru~
vians had made no progrefsin the art of defigning,
The vafes, which have efcaped the ravages of time,
will ferve as a fignal proof of the induflry of the
Indians to fupply their want of iron tools; but they
will never be confidered as monuments of their ge-
nius. Several figures of animals, and of infefts,
in maflive gold, which were long preferved in theg
treafury of Quito, were not more perfect. Weg
cannot any longer judge of them ; for they weres
melted down in 1740, in order to furnifh fuccourss
for Carthagena, that was then befieged by thee
Englifh; and there was not found in all Peru g

Spaniard
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Spaniard curious enough to purchafe afingle piece
at the bare-weight.

FROM what has been faid, it appears clearly,
that the Peruvians had made fcarce any advances
in the abftraft fciences, they even wanted words
to exprefs moral or metaphyfical idess. Mofl of
the fciences depend on the progrefs of the arts, and
thefe on accidents which do not occur naturally,
but in acourfe of feveral centuries, and of which
the greatefl part never happen among people who
have no intcrcourfe with enlightened nations.

IF we reduce all thefe accounts to the fimple
truth, we lhall find that the Peruvians had arrived
at the art of fufing gold and filver; that they even
poffeffed the fecret, which is loft in Europe, of
giving copper a temper like to that we give to
fteel; but that, though they were acquainted
with iron, they had never arrived at the know-
ledge of forging that metal, which is the very
foundation of all arts. They never conceived the
idea of baking bricks or tiles, the materias of
which they had always at hand. They executed
however things lefs commodious and more diffi-
cult. The view of torrents, which they faw hol-
lowing out beds for themfelves in rocks, probably
gave them the idea of cutting ftones. With
hatchets of flint, and inceflant friction, they con-
trived to fquare them, to make them anfwer to
each other, to give them the fame height, and to
join them without cement. Unfortunately thefe
inftrumeats had not the fame effect on wood, as
they had upon ftone. Thus it happened that the
fame men who fhaped the granite, and who drilled

the
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the emerald, never knew how to join timber by
mortifes, tenons, and pins; it was fattened to the
walls only by ruflies. The mod remarkable build-
ings had only a covering of ftraw, fupported by
.poles, like the tents of our armies. They had
only one floor, had no light but by the entrance,
and it confifted only of detached apartments, that
had no communication with each other.

BUT whatever were the arts which the Spa-
niards found in the country of the Incas, they
could not prevent the empire from fubmitting to
its conquerors. A moment of refiftance longer,
and perhaps the Peruvians had been free. The
conquerors had differences to fettle among them-
felves, which did not admit of a divifion of their
forces.

T H E firft intelligence of Pizarro's fuccefs had.

no fooner been carried to Panama, but Almagro,
his principal affociatc, fet out with the utmoft ex-
pedition with new adventurers, to fhare the trea
fures, lands, and government of Peru. There
was in this claim an appearance of equity, which
the author of the difcovery was not difpofed to
admit. From that time jealoufy and hatred pre-
vailed among them. There were two chiefs, two
parties, and two armies; and foon after, by
meens of a forced accommodation, two govern-
ments.

FROM the collifion of thefe factions neceffarily
refulted difturbances of a new kind. Civil wars
commonly originate from tyranny and anarchy.
A power without limits, and a liberty without
reftraint, muft produce the fame confequences.

The
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The magiftrate looks upon the people only as fo
many rebels to his authority ; and the people in
their turns only regard him as an ufurper. Reafon
is not fufficiently powerful to regulate clams fo
repugnant to esch other. The decifion of rights
is referred to the fword ; and he Who is victorious
is found to have the beft caufe.'

THOUGH the interefts which divided the Spa
niards in Peru were not of fuch importance, yet
they were attended with the fame if not greater
exceffes.  Almagro and his adherents had paffed
the fea for no other purpofe than to enrich them-
feves with the gold of the country. They had ac-
quired lefs than their opponents, and therefore
wanted to wreft it from them by the fword. Whe-
ther Pizarro thought his prefence neceffary elfe-
where, or whether, as he himfelf faid, he felt a
reluctance to fight againft his old friend, he com-
mitted to his brother Fernando the charge of con-
quering him; and his hopes were not difap-
pointed. Almagro was beaten, and made pri-
soner, on the banks of the Apurimac, on the 6th
of April 1538. The conqueror, who had private
revenge to gratify, judged that the author of
thefe difturbances ought not to live. This great
facrifice he offered up, for the fake, as he faid, of
the public tranquillity.

T H E partifans of Almagro, being difperfed by
the death of their chief, conduced themfelves
with great prudence and circumfpection. The
abfence of Fernando, who was gone to Europe,
cither to folicit a reward, or to juftify his feverity,
according to the difpofuions he fhould find pre-

dominant
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dominant at the court of Madrid, appeared to BOOK.

have extinguifhed in their bofom all reientment.
They feemed to ftudy nothing but how to obtain
the good-will of the perfon who had it in his
power to difpenfe favours to all. By means of
the confidence which they had the happinefs to in-
fpire, they lived without moleitation, infenfibly
drew nearer to each other, and found a chief to
head their united forces in the fon of a man whofe
lofs they had never ccafed to deplore. The death
of Francis Fizarro was folemnly and unanimoufly
decreed among them.

ON the day fixed, which was in the month of
June 1541, the confpirators at mid-day crofled
the ftreets of Lima. They had preferred the light
of day to the obfeurity of the night, in order
by that means to prepolfefs the multitude in fa-
vour of the juftice of their projects, or the jufl-
-nefs of their meafures, ami to prevent even an
idea of an attempt to frjftrate them. Their lira-
tavern iuceeeded : no one gave the alarm; and
the conqueror of fo many vaft kingdoms was
quietly maflacnd in the center of a town that he
had founded, and whol& inhabitants were com-
puted of his creatures, his fervants, his relations,
his friends, or his foldicrs. Thofe whom they
judged mod likely to revenge his death, were
murdered after him : their fury fpread irfelf, and
every one who dared to fhew himfelf in the ftrects
and in the fyuarcs was regarded as an enemy,
and put to the fword. liaftantly the houfes and
temples were filled with flaughter, and pre-
sented nothing but mangled carcafes. The fpirit
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of avarice, which induced them to confider the
rich merely as parti fans of the old government,
was ftill more furious than that of hatred, and
became more active, more fufpicious, and more
implacable. The reprefentation of a place carried
by affault by a barbarous nation would commu-
nicate but an impcrfeft idea of that fpethcle
of horror which thefe ruffians now exhibited,
who wrefted from their accomplices the booty of
which they had difappointcd them.

THIS cruel maffacre was followed by enormities
of another kind. The foul of young Almagro
feems to have been formed for tyranny. Every
one who had bein in employment under the ad-
verfary of his family was inhumanly profcribed.
The anticnt magiftrates were depofed. The troops
were put under the command of new officers.
The royal trcafury, and the wealth of thofe who
perifhed or were abfent, were feized upon by the
ufurpcr.  His accomplices, attached to his fortune
by being partakers of his crimes, were forced to
give their fupport to undertakings which filled
them with horror. Thofe among them who fuf-
fered their uneafinefs at thefe proceedings to
tranfpire, were either put to death in private, or
perifiied on a fcaffold. During the confufion, in
which a revolution |b unexpcctcd had plunged
Peru, feveral provinces fubmitted to this monfter,
who caufed himfelf to be proclaimed governor in
the capital: and he marched into the heart of the
empire, to complete the reduction of every place

that oppofed, or hclitated to acknowledge him.
I

A MUL-
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A MULTITUDE of ruffians joined him on his BI\OA?K
march. His army breathed nothing but vengeance «— s
and plunder : every thing gave way before it. |If
the military talents of the general had equalled
the ardour of his troops, the war had ended here.
Unhappily for Almagro, he had loft his con-
ductor, John de Kerrada. His inexperience made
him fall into the fnares that were laid for him by
Pedro Alvares, who had put himfelf at the head
of the oppofitc party. He loft, in attempting to
unravel his plots, that time that he ought to have
employed in fighting. In thefe circumftances, an
event, which no one could have forefeen, happened
to change the face of affairs.

T H E licentiate Vaca di Caftro, who had been
fent from Europe to try the murderers of old Al-
magro, arrived at Peru. As he was appointed to
afume the government in cafe Pizarro was no
more, all who had not fold themfelves to the ty-
rant haftcned to acknowledge him. Uncertainty
and jealoufy, which had for too long a time kept
them difperfed, were no longer an obftacle to
their re-union. Caftro, who was as refolute as if
he had grown old in the fervice, did not fuffer
their impatience to languid), but inftantly led
them again ft the enemy. The two armies en-
gaged at Chapason the 16th of September 1542,
and fought with inexpreffible obftinacv. Victory,
after having wavered along time, at the clofe of
the day decided in favour of that party whofe
caufe was the mod juft. Thofe among the rebels
who were moil guilty, dreading to languish under
difgraceful tortures, provoked the conguerors to

Kk 2 murder
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murder them, crying out, like men in defpair, It
was 1 who killed Pizarro. Their chief was taken

* prifoner, and died on the fcaffold.

WHILE thefe fcenes of horror were tranfacting
in America, the Spaniards in Europe were em-
ployed in finding out expedients to terminate
them ; though no mesfures had been taken to
prevent them. Peru had only been made fubjeft

{0 the audience of Panama, which was too remote

to fuperintend the maintenance of good order,
and had too little influence to make its decrees
refpefted. A fupreme tribunal was then eftablifhed
at Lima for the difpenfation of juftice, which was
to be inverted with authority fufficient to enforce
and to reward a due obedience to the laws. Blafco
Nunez Vela, who prefided in it as viceroy, ar-
rived in 1544, atended by his fubordinates in
office, and found every thing in the moft dreadful
difordrr.

We muft judge of thole revolutions which are
produced by civil wars by the caufes from which
they fpring. When an abhorrence of tyranny
and the natural love of liberty flimulate a brave
people to take up arms, if the goodnefs of their
canfe is crowned with fuccefs the tranquillity that
follows this tranfitory calamity is an aza of the
-greatelt happinefs.  The vigour, which hath been
excited in the foul of every individual, manifefts
itself in his manners.  The finall number of citi-
zens who have been witneffes and inftruments of
fuch troubles, poffeés more moral ftrength than the
moil populous nations, Juftice and power are
united: and every man is aftonifhed to find thai

he
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he occupies that very place which nature had B O OK
marked out for him. But when civil wars pro- vil.
ceed from a corrupt fource; when flaves fight
about the choice of atyrant; when the ambitious
contend in order to opprefs, and robbers quarrel
for the fake of fpoil; the peace which terminates
thefe horrors is fcarcely preferable to the war
which gave them birth. Criminals aflume the
place of thofe judges who difgraced them, and
become the oracles of thofe laws which they
have infulted. Men ruined by their extrava-
gancies and debaucheries infult, with an over-
bearing pomp, thofe virtuous citizens whofe patri-
mony they have invaded. In this ftate of utter
confufion, the paffions only are attended to.
Avarice feeks to grow rich without any trouble,
vengeance to gratify its refentments without fear,
licentioufnefs to throw off every reftraint, and dis-
content to occafion a total fubverfion of affairs.
The phrcnzy of carnage is fucceeded by that of
debauchery. The facred bed of innocence or of
marriage is polluted with blood, adultery, and
brutal violence. The fury of the multitude re-
joices in deftroying every thing it cannot enjoy;
and thus in a few hours perifh the monuments of
many centuries.

IF fatigue, an entire lafiitude, or fome lucky
accidents, fufpend thefe calamities, the habit of
wickednefs, murder, and contempt of laws, which
neceflarily fubfifts after fo much confufion, is a
leaven ever ready to ferment. Generals who no
longer have any command, licentious foldiers
" without pay, and the people fond of novelty in

Kk 3 hopes
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hopes of changing their ftate for a better; this
filiation of things, and thefe means of confufion,
are always in readinefs for the firft famous perfon
who knows how to avail himfelf of them.

SucH was the difpoiition of the Spaniards in
Peru, when Nunez appeared among them. It
was neceffary that a change fhould take place,
that their ferocity fhould be foftened, that the men
who had always lived in independence fiiould be
curbed, that infatiabie avarice ftiould be checked,
that injuftice itfelf fhould be brought back to
principles of equity, that thofe who had attended
to nothing but their own private interefls fhould
be brought to concur to the public good, that ad-
venturers who had even forgotten the name of
their country fhould be converted into citizens,
that property fhould be efbblifhed where before
the law of force had only been obeyed, that order
fhould arife from the mid ft of confufion; in a

word, that monfters Ihpuld b_e transformed into
men. '

So great awork would have required a pro-
found genius, aconciliatory temper, an inflexible
patience, extenfive views, a pliant character, and
many other qualities which are feldom united.
Nunez had none of thefe advantages. Nature
had only given him probity, firmnefs, and ardour;
and he had taken no pains to improve thefe gifts.
Wi ith thefe virtues, which were almoft defers in
his fituation, he began to fulfil his 'comlmifiion,
without regard to places, perfons, or circum:.
ftances. v

CONTRARY
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CONTRARY to the opinion of all intelligent BOOK
perfons, who wifhed that he fhould wait for frefh o
inftructions from Europe, he publifhed ordinances,
which declared that the lands the conquerors had
feized fhould not pafs to their defendants, and
which difpoffeffed thofe who had taken part in
the civil commotions. All the Peruvians who had
been enflaved by monks, bifhops, and perfons
belonging to the government, were declared free.
Thofe who belonged to other matters were to
be freed from their fhackles at the death of their
oppreffors, They could no longer be compelled
to bury themfelves in the mines, nor could any
kind of labour be exacted from them without
payment. Their tribute was fixed. The Spa
niards who travelled on foot were deprived of
the right of taking three Indians to carry their
baggage; and thofe who travelled on horfeback,
of the right of taking five. The caciques were
difcharged from the obligation of furnifhing the
traveller and. his retinue with provifions gratis.
. Other tyrannical eftablifhments alfo would foon
. have been profcribed ; and the conquered people
were on the eve of  being fheltered under the prd-
tection of laws, which would ‘at lesft have tem-
pered therigours of the right of conqueft, if even
they had not entirely repaired the injuftice of
them; but it fliould feem that the Spanifh go-
vernment was only to be unfortunate in the good
it attempted to effeft. '

. A CHANGE fo unexpected filled thofe with con-
* sternation who faw their fortunes wrefted from
- Jjhem, or who loft the flattering hope of tranfmit-
K k 4 ting
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BOOK ting theirs to their pofterity. Even thofe who

q._,...J were not affeded by thefe interefted views, being
accuftomed to look upon the Indians as the in-
ftruments and victims of their avarice, had no
conception that any other ideas could prevail con-
cerning them.  From aftonifhment they proceeded
to indignation, murmuring, and fedition. The
viceroy was degraded, put in irons, and baniflied
to a defert ifland, till he could be conveyed to
Spain.

GONZALES PIZARRO Wwas then returned from a
hazardous expedition, which had carried him as
far as the river of the Amazons, and had em-
ployed him long enough to prevent him from
taking a part in thofe revolutions which had fo
rapidly fucceeded each other. The anarchy he
found prevaling at his return, infpired him with
the idea of feizing the fupreme authority. His
fame and his forces made it impoffible that this
fhould be refufed him ; but his ufurpation was
marked with fo many enormities, that Nunez was
regretted. He was recalled from exile, and foon
collec¢ted a fufficicnt number of forces to enable
him to take the field. Civil commotions were
then renewed with extreme fury by both parties.
No quarter was aked or given on either fide.
The Indians took part in this, as they had done
in the preceding wars; fome ranged themfelves
under the ftandard of the viceroy, others under
the banners of Gonzales. From fifteen to twenty
fhoufand of thefe unhappy wretches, who Were
fcattered about in each army, dragged up the
artillery, levelled the roads, carried the baggage,

and
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and deftroyed one another.  Their conquerorshad BOOK

taught them to be fanguinary. After avariety of
advantages for along time alternately obtained,
fortune at length favoured the rebellion under the
walls of Quito in the month of January, in the
year 1545. Nunez and the greateft part of his
men were maffacred on this dreadful day.

PIZARRO took the road of Lima, where they
were deliberating on the ceremonies with which
they fhould receive him. Some officers wifhed
that a canopy fhould be carried for him to march
under, after the manner of kings. Others, with
adulation ftill more extravagant, pretended that
part of the walls of the town, and even fome
houfes, muft be pulled down ; as was the cuftom
at Home, when a general obtained the honours
of a triumph. Gonzaes contented himfelf with
making his entrance on horfeback, preceded by
his lieutenant, who marched on foot. Four bi-
fhops accompanied him, and he was followed by
the magiftrates. The ftreets were flrewn with
flowers, and the air refounded with the noife of
bells and various mufical inftruitients. This ho-
mage totally turned the head of a man naturally
haughty, and of confined ideas. He fpoke and
acted in the mod defpotic manner.

H A D Gonzales pofleffed judgment and the ap-
pearance of moderation, it would have been pof-
fible for him to render himfelf independent. The
principal perfonsof his party wifhed it. The ma
jority would have beheld this event with indiffe-
Tence, and the reft would have been obliged to
' confent

VLI
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confent to it. Blind cruelties, infatiable avarice,
and unbounded pride, altered thefe difpofitions.
Even thofe, whofe interefts were more connected
with thofe of the tyrant, wifhed for a deliverer.

SUcCH a deliverer arrived from Europe in the
perfon of the licentiate Pedro de la Gafca. The
fquadron and the provinces of the mountains im-
mediately declared for a perfon who was inverted
with a lawful authority to govern them. Thofe
wholived concealed in deferts, caverns, and forefts,
.quitted their retreats tojoin him. Gonzales, who
faw no refource left to fupport him but in fome
great achievement, took the road of Cufco, with
a refolution to give battle. At fome leagues dif-
tance from this place he met the royal army,
and attacked it on the 9th of June, 1548. One of
his lieutenants, feeing him abandoned at the firft
charge by his beft foldiers, advifed him to throw
himfelf into the enemy's battalions, and perifli
like a Roman : but this weak man chofe rather
to furrender, and end his life on a fcaffold. Car-
vajal, a more able warrior, and more ferocious
than himfelf, was quartered. This madman, when
he was expiring, boafted that he had maffacred
with his own hand fourteen hundred Spaniards,
and twenty thoufand Indians.

SUCH was the laft fcene of a tragedy, of which
every aft has been marked with blood. The go,-
vernment was moderate enough- not to continue
the profcriptions; and the remembrance of the
horrid calamities they had fuffered kept the Spa-
niards in the bounds of fubjection. What ftill
remained of that commotion that had been raifed

in
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‘in their minds infenfibly fank into a calm, like B VI(I)OK
the agitation of waves after a long and furioUS ey
tempeft.

WITH regard to the Peruvians, the moft cruel
tneafures were taken to render it impoflible for
them to rebel. Tupac Amaru, the heir of their
lad king, had taken refuge in fome remote moun-
tains, where he lived in peace. There he was fo
clofely furrounded by the troops which had been
fent out againft him, that he was forced to fur-
render. The viceroy Francis de Toledo caufed
him to be accufed of feveral crimes that he had
not committed, and for which he was beheaded
in 1571. All the other defendants of the Incas
ftiared the fame fate, under pretence that they had
confpired againft their conquerors. The horror of
thefe enormities excited fo univerfal an indignation
both in the old and new world, that Philip IL
thought himielf obliged to difavow them; but
the infamous policy of this prince was fo noto-
rious, that no credit was given to this appearance
pf hisjuftice and humanity.

FROM this execrable period, there hath only
been one trifling infurreftion in Peru. An Indian,
of the province of Xauxa, who declared himfelf
pf the blood of the Incas, was proclaimed king
in 1742. His countrymen, who flattered them-
felves that they fhould foon recover their religion,
their-laws, their lands, and their glory, flocked
in crowds to his ftandard : but they were beaten
and difperfed, after having made a confiderable
progrefs. The prifoners declared that this con-
spiracy had been brooding for thirty years. A fiti-

- ' gular
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B Q0K gular example in hiftory, and which may be re*
‘e garded as the mod authentic proof of the hatred

Natural
ftate of
Peiu.

of the Peruvians againft the Spaniards.

THE empire of Peru, at the time it was fub-
dued, extended along the South Sea, from the
river of Emeralds to Chili, and on the land fide
to Popayan, according to fome geographers. It
contained within its extent that famous chain
of mountains which rifes in the Terra Magel-
lanica, and is gradually loft in Mexico, in or-
der to unite, as it fhould feenjs the fouthern parts
of Americawith the northern. Itsterritory, which
is very irregular, may be divided into three
claffes.

THE principal Cordeleras form the firft: the
fummits of thefe, fays M. de la Condamine, are
loft in the clouds, and amoft all of them are
covered with enormous méffes of fnow as old as
the world. From feveral of thefe fummits, which
have in part tumbled down, and from thefe im-
jDenie heaps of (now, torrents of fmoak and flame
iflfue.  Such are the fummits of Colopajd, Ton-
gourargua, and Sangai. The greateft part of the
reft have formerly been volcanos, or will probar
bly one day become fuch. Hiftory has only pre-
srved to us the sa of their eruptions fince the
difcovery of America; but the pumice-ftones,
the calcined earths with which they are ftrevvn,
and the evident veftiges that the flame hath left,
are authentic teftimonics of the reality of former
eruptions: their height is prodigious.

CAYAMBOUR, Which is fituated direftly under
the equator, and Antifona, which is only five

‘ leagues
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leagues diftant from it to the fouth, are more B ?u? K
than three thoufand toifes high, reckoning from __ .,
the level of the fea; and Chimboraco, which is

near 3220 toifes high, furpaffes by one third the
atitude of the Peak of Teneriffe, the higheft
mountain of the old hemifphere.  Pitchincha and
Caracon, where the French Academicians made

moft of their obfervations with regard to the

figure of the earth, have only 2430 and 2470

toifes of abfolute height; and this is the higheft
mountain that wes ever afcended. Eternal fnows

have hitherto rendered fummits of greater altitude
inacceflible.

FROM this boundary, which is where the fnow
never melts, not even in the torrid zone, one
hardly fees, in defcending an hundred or an hun-
dred and fifty toifes down, any thing except naked
rocks or dry fands: alittle lower, one may per-
ceive fome mofs that covers the rocks, various kinds
of heath, which, though green and damp, make
a clear fire; round hillocks of fpungy earth, ou
which grow fmall radiated and ftarry plants, whole
petas are like the leaves of yew. Throughout
the whole of this fpace, the fnow is only tempo-
rary ; but it continues fometimes whole weeks and
months. Lower ftill, the ground is commoniv
covered with a fort of loofe grafs, which rifes
afoot and a half high, or two feet. This fpe-
cies of hay is the proper characteriftic that dif-
tinguifhes the mountains which the Spaniards call
Paramos. They only give this name to heath,
or fuch uncultivated ground that is too high for
Wood to grow ou it, or where the rain feldom

fals
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BQHOK falls otherwife than in the form of fnow, though

‘s It immediately melts. And, laftly, in defcending
ftill lower, to the height of about two thoufand
toifes above the level of the fea, one fess it fome-
times fnow and fometimes rain.

WHEN we come down from thefe mountains,
we find others that are lefs confiderable, which
occupy the middle of Peru. The fummit of thefe
is commonly cold, barren, and full of mines.
The vallies between them are covered with nu-
merous flocks, and feem to offer to agriculture
the mod copious harvefts. There are feldom
above two months of winter here; and in the
greatefl: heat we need only pafs out of the fun
into the fhade, to enjoy the temperate zone. This
rapid alternative of fenfation is not, however,
invariable in aclimate, which, by the difpofition
aone of the ground, often changes in the courfe
of aleague. But let it be asit will, it is aways
found healthy. There is no malady peculiar to
thefe countries, and thofe of our climate feldom
prevail there. An European vcffcl, however, in
1719, brought thither an epidemic diforder, which
carried off a great number of Spaniards and
Meltees, and above two hundred thoufand Indians.
A more fatal prefent ftill, which thefe people have
received in exchange for their gold, is the fmall-
pox. It (hewed itfelf here for thefir ft time inm
1588, and has not failed fince to make at inter-
vals inexpreffible ravages.

T HE people are not lefs expofed to this fatal
diftemper on the coafts known by the name of

valeys. Their temperature is not the fame as
is
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is elfewhere found in the fame latitude. "It is B VO” Ok
very agreeable; and, though the four feafons Of s e
the year are fenfibly felt here, there is none that

can with propriety be deemed inconvenient. The

winter is the moft ftrongly marked. This has

been accounted for by the winds of the fouth

pole, which bring along with them the impreffion

of thofe fnows and that ice from which they

firft came: but this they preferve only in part,

becaufe they blow while a thick fog lies upon the

earth. In reality, thefe grofs vapours never re-

gularly rife but towards noon; but it is feldom

that they difperfe. The fky commonly continues

fo much covered with them, that the rays of

the fun, which fometimes appear, cannot but in

a very flight manner mitigate the cold.

WHATEVER may be the caufe of fo regular a
winter under the torrid zone, it is certain that
thefe valleys, which are covered with heaps of fand,
are abfolutely barren for a fpace of more than an
hundred leagues, from Truxillo to Lima. The
reft of the coaft is lefs fandy, but it is ftill too
much fo to be fruitful. No fields are there found
that can be flyled fertile, except in fuch lands as
are watered by the ftreams which defcend from the
mountains.

RAIN might contribute to impart to the foil
the fertility of which it is deftitute; butitis never
known to rain in lower Peru. Natural philofophy
has exerted its efforts 10 difcover the caufe of
a phanomenon fo extraordinary. May it not be
attributed to the fouth-weft wind, which prevails
there the greateil part of the year ; and to the pro-

digious
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BOOK digious height of the mountains, whofe fummit is
covered with eternal ice ? The country fituated
between both, being continually cooled on one
fide, and continually heated on the other, main-
tains fo equal a temperature, that the clouds which
rife can never be cendenfed fo far as to be re-
folved intowater. To this it is owing that the
houfes, though only built of crude brick or of earth
mixed with alittle grafs, are of eternal duration.
Their covering is only a fimple matting, placed
horizontally, with alayer of allies an inch deep
above, to abforb the moifture of the fog.

T H E fame reafons that prevent its raining in
the valleys, undoubtedly alfo hinder ftorms. Thofe
of their inhabitants who never travelled in the
mountains, are perfeft ftrangers to thunder and
lightning. Their terror is equal to their aftonifh-
nient, when, out of their country, they firft behold
fo uncommon a fpectacle.

BUT they have a phenomenon much more
dangerous and dreadful, and which, in its confe-
gucnees, leaves much deeper imprcilions in the
human imagination than thunder and the ravages
that accompany it. Earthquakes, which in other
countries are fo rare that whole generations pafs
without beholding one, are fo common in the
valleys of Peru, that they have there contratted
an habit of reckoning them as a feries of daces;
and they are fo much the more memorable, astheir
frequent return does not diminifh their violence.
There are few places on this extenfive coail: which
prefent not mod dreadful monuments of rhefe

- horrible convultious of the earth.
THIS
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TH1S phenomenon, which is ever irregular in BQOK
its fudden returns, is however announced by very ~T..,,....a
perceptible omens. When the fhock is con-
fiderable, it is preceded by a murmur in the air,
the noife of which is like that of heavy rain falling
from a cloud that fuddenly burfts and difcharges
its waters.  This noife feems to be the effect of a
vibration of the air, which is agitated jn differenf
directions. The birds are then obferved to dart
in their flight. Neither their tails nor their wings
ferve them any longer as oars and helm to fwim
in the fluid of the ikies. They dafh themfelves in
pieces againft the walls, the trees, and the rocks,
whether it be that this vertigo of rvature dazzles
and confufes them, or that the, vapours of the
earth take away their ftrength and power to com-
mand their movements.

- To this tumult in the air is added the rumbllng
of the earth, whole cavities and deep recedes re-
echo each other's poifes. The dogs anfwer thefe
previous tokens of a general diforder of nature by
howling in an extraordinary, manner. The animals
ftop, and by a natural inftinct fpread out their legs
that they may pot fall. Upon thefe indications,
the inhabitants inftantly run out of their houfes,
with terror impreffed on their, countenances, and
fly to fearch in the enclofures of public places, or
in the fields, an afylum from the fall of their roofs
The cries of children, the lamentations of women,
the fudden darknefs of an unexpected night ; every
thing combines to aggravate the too real evils of
adire calamity, which fubverts every thing, by the
excruciating tortures of the imagir!ation, which is

"VolL,. [l L | dif-



+514

-BOOK
VII.

HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE

diftreffed and confounded, and lofes in' the con-.
templation of this diforder the thought and ‘Cou-
rage to remedy it.

- A LAND, however, fo unfteady on its bafls, was
|nhab|ted Amidft thefe horrors of nature,which
might feera calculated to make tyrants and flaves
equally ferodious and brutal, wasformed a flourilh-
fng empire. Its population cannct reafonably be
called: in- queftion, when we behold fef-evident

‘proofs that this happy people had covered with

their colonies all the provinces that they had con-
quered ; when we attend to the aftonifhing mem-
ber of men engaged in the fervice of government,
and deriving ther fubfiftence from the ftate. Strth
a number of perfons employed - neccffarily imply
an immenfe population, in order to maintain with
the productions of the earth a very numerous dafs
of inhabitants, who are not themfeves ooncerned
in cultivation.

BY wjiat fatality, then, hath it happened that
Peru is now fuch a defert ? By tracing things-to
their origin, we find that thofe who conquered the
coaft of the South Sea, being ruffians without
birth, education, and principle, originally com-
mitted greater enormities than the conquerors of
New Spain. The mother country was a longer
time before fhe checked their ferocity, which was
continually fomented by thofe long and crud civil
wars that fuccesded the conqueft. A fyftem of
oppreffion was afterwards eftablifhed, the progrefs
of which it is proper to examme with whatever
horror it may infpire us: P

THE
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T H E Peruvians were at firft deprived of their
poffeffions, as the Mexicans had been. Only a
part of thofe lands, which, in the times of the
Incas, had bemn confecrated to public occafions

-Was left to them in common. This portion hath

bean gradually diminiftied by the ufurpations of
powerful people, and efpecially by the monks
The produce of the lands that remain for the
maintenance of the infirm, the aged, the widows,
and orphans, is not more refpefted ; the greateft
part -of it is collected in the granaries of their
oppreffors.

T H E liberty of the Indians underwent the fame
fate as their property. Thofe who were the flaves
of government, and were employed in the labours
indifpenfably neceflary for new eftablifhments, were
ill-fed and ill-cloathed. When there was no longer
any occupation for them, they were tranderred to
private perfons, whofe fiefs ftood in need of hands
to cultivate them. In truth, thefe new matters
were obliged to retain them in their fervice only
fix months, after which they might return to their
cottages, but avarice foon found means to render
a tranfient fervitude perpetual. The wages regu-
ated for thefe unhappy wretches were infufficient.
They wer e tempted by advance-money, which their
neceffity led them to accept. From that time the
greatet: part of them found themfeves engaged
or life ; becaufe they had no right of going away
will they had paid the debts which they contracted,
which their poverty rendered it impoffiblefor them
ver to do. Tyranny wascarried to great lengths
gamft this fpedes of infolvent debtors, who had

LI 2 a family,
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afamily; for they put them in prifon. In order
to obtain their enlargement, their wives and their
children were fecurity for them, and thefe became
as many new flaves.. Thus it was that the yoke
of flavery was perpetuated. The fole confidera
tion that could have ferved as a check to this
barbarity was, that, while the Spaniards had thefe
Indians, they could not have other flaves; but it
was dways of fingular utility; to keep men whom
they had formed for - every purpofe they wanted.
them; efpecially manufacturers, whom it would
aways be difficult, often impoffible, to replace.
WHILE molt of the Peruvians belonging to the
crown fell in this manner-into a ftate of fervkude,
thofe who had been reduced into fubjection at the
time of the conqueft were ftill more wretched.
Though the mafter of thediftrict where they dwelt
had no right to exact of them any thing except a
tribute, which he fhared with the treafury, he ap- -
propriated, to himfelf.all their labour. Oppreffion
was carried to fuch lengths, that it rouzed the at-
tuition of the -government. It -hath .gradually
fupprefled al this defpotifin of individuals, and
there was nothing of it remaining in 1750. The
Indians, however, who feamed to-be reftored to
I|berty by this new arrangement, have only changed
the yoke. They have been deftined to fill up the
vacacy of the Mitayos, or royal Indians, who

_ perithed in the fervice of thofeto whom they were

configned; and their condltlon is aswretched as it
was: before.

INDEPENDENT of this methodlcal and Iegal op
predion, whichis exercifed uporrthe whole nation,
therg
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thére are a number of particular cruelties, atwhich BOOK
humanity no lefs recoils. It isexprefsly prohibited WV

by law, that the Peruvians fhould be obliged to
work in the fubterraneous mines ; and yet there is
no miner, who by his influence or by his profusion
cannot compel them to it, Thefe unhappy beings
are condemned to pay 26 livres 5 fous * of a poll
tax, from eighteen years of age to fifty, throughout
the greateft part of Peru: the farmers exact this
enormous tribute beyond the term fettled, and
even exact it twice a year, when the acquittances
have been miflayed. Every proprietor of land,
who hath killed an Indian by overworking him,
or letting him want neceffaries, is obliged to lofe
another flave out of the number he is allowed to
keep; and there are not, perhaps, two inftances
even of this flight punifhment for a crime which
Is repeated every day. The law obliges all the
inhabitants of a village to be enrolled, in order to
fulfill in their turn the obligation impofed on-the
community ; this deftination is never fulfilled, un-
left by thofe who are incapable of redeeming them-
felves from the oppreffion. When a Spaniard hath
ceded a portion of land to a Peruvian, in order to
fix him on his eftate, he has no right to deprive
him of it till the claufes of the contract have been
declared by law to be violated : the perfons in
power defpife thefe forms, and relume their poffef-
fions whenever their incerefts or caprices prompt
them to it. Travellers, who are obliged to take
nothing but by mutual confent, boldly feize every

4
© % About 1I. 3,

LI3 thing
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B\(/DHOK thing that they find in the huts, This continual

‘s Pillage prevents thelndlansfrom havmg any thlng :
even common neoeffaries  They foy no maize,
but what is abfolutely neceffary for them, and
they concedl it in fecret caverns. The heads of &
family poffefs alone the fecret of this depofit, and
go every eight days there to fetch provifions for
the week. In fine, the corregidors have for the
moft part approprlated to themfelves the exclufive
right of falling to the Indians of ther diftrct the
merchandife of Europe; and they ether make
them pay an exorbitant price for it, or oblige
them to purchafe what they do not want.

|F the court of Madrid pretendsthat it has pre-
vented thefe flagrant enormities, by giving the
Peruvians a Spanifh proteftor, who is obliged to
defend them, and a cacique of the country, who
is charged with the management of their affairs,
it is deceived. The protestor annually receives
from each of them 13 fous *, and the cadque fix
fous and a halff, in his particular jurifdiction:
and this is the only reformation that has been
made. The protector fels the Indlans to any that
will pyrghafe them; and the cacique is too much
debafed to be able to ‘opppfe this oppreffion.
RELIGION has not more power than the laws,

it has'ftill [efs’ The dergy are the greateft ene-
jives the Peruvians have. They make them work
W|thout paymgthem and beat them unmercifully
for the moft trifling caufes When any of thefe
unhappy wretches hath not obferved his inftruc-

* About 7 pence® + A_b_ouf 3 Pence halfpen_ny. -
lions;
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thﬂtS, He is directly punifhed; and blows arethe B%OK
paternal correction which thefe paftors ihflict’* i 2l
No one prefumes to approach them without fome®
prefent.. They have permitted their parifhioners®
to continue fuch of their ancient fuperftitionsasare”
ufef_ul'to the church; asfor inftance, the cuftom
of carrying a great deal of provifionsto the tombs
of the dead. The clergy fix an arbitary price
upon their functions, and they have always forte”
pious inventions which give them occafion to exact
new duties. The collections of the monks are real-
military executions They are a fpedes'of plunder”
committed by authority, and amoft always ac-
cpmpanied with violence. This conduct Could not
fail to render chriftianity odious to the Indians.
Thefe people go to church asthey do to the labours
impofed upon them, execrating thofe foreign bar-
barians who overwhelm both their bodies and their
fouls with intolerable yokes and burdens.

. THEY have in general preferved the religion of
their anceftors, and even in the great towns,
where they areunder the eyes of their tyrants, they
have folemn days on which they aflume their an-
tient drefs, and carry along the flreets the images
of the fun and moon. Some among them repre-
snt a tragedy, the fubjeft of which is the death
of Atabalipa. The audience, who begin with
fhedding tears, are afterwards tranfported into a
.kind of madnefs It feddom happens in thefe
feftivals, but that fome Spaniard is flain. One
day, perhaps, this tragedy will end in the maffacre
of the whole race of the murderers of Atabalipa ;
and the priefts who facrificed him will, in their

L 14 turn,
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B 0;?1‘5 turn, become victims for all the blood which they
" .+ caufed to be fhed on the atar of a God of peace.
T H E Peruvians are moreover an inftance of that
profound ftupidity, into which it isin the power
of tyranny to plunge men* They are fallen into
a liftlefs and univerfal indifference. Can it be pof-
* fible that thefe people fhould have any kind of
atachment, whofe religion once elevated the foul,
and from whom the moft abjeft flavery hes taken
‘away every fentiment of greatnefs and glory ? The
riches, which their country hath.offered them, do
not tempt them ; luxury, to which nature invites
them, hes no attraction for them. They are even
infenfible to honours. They are whatever one
pleafes, Without any il humour, or choice, caciques
or mtayos the objects of diftinction or of public
derifion. They have loft all their paffions. That
of fear itfelf has often no efedt on them, through
the little attachment they have to life. They in-
foxlcate themfelves, and dance; thefe are all the
pleafures they have, when they are able to forget
their mifery. Indolence is their predominant habit.
| amnot hungry, they fay to the perfon who would

pay them for their labour.
~ SUCH is the condition of admoft all nations that
have no property. In hot countries, where one
may live at a fmall expehce, where the earth gives
much, and requires little, every man, who can
but fubfift without ever being in poffeffion of any
property, pefes his life in esfe and beggary; and
neither labours for the morrow, nor for pofterity.
The univerfal fault of bad governments, and they
e
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are amoft all fo, isin thelegiflativecodeWith re-
gard to the article of property. It fhould either be
faid that hone ought to be admitted, or the moft
exact equilibrium that is poffible Ought to be
maintained in thisfecial balance. But of all legis-
lations* themoftdeftructive, and the leaft perma
nent, is that of a nation compofed of rich aind
indolent proprietors, and flaves that are poor
tod overburdened. It foon becomes only one
genera fyllem of idlenefs, cruelties, gibbets, and
- tortures, on one fide; hatred, poifon, and infur-
reftion, on the other; the ruin and deftruction of
both ; the perdition and diffolution of fociety.

T H E empire of Peru was reduced to fuch a ftate
of depopulation as rendered it neceffary that it
flbould be fupplied by the purchafe of a foreigft
race; but this mode of raifing fuppliés, -which
was dictated by the refinemeht of European bar-
barity, was more prejudicial to Africa than ufeful
to the country of the Incas. The Spaniards do
not derive from it all the advantages with which
they had flattered themfelves. The government
hath thought proper to throw obftacles in its way,
by monopolies and taxes, which it ever impofes on
vices as well as on virtues, on induftry and idle-
nefs, on good and bad projects, on the right of
exercifing oppreffions, and the permiffion of being
exempted from them; on the power of putting the
laws in execution, and the privilege of infringing
or eluding them. Independent of thefe exceffire
~duties laid on the introduction of nhegroes into
Peru, it Was neceffary to recelve them from an
exclufive charter, and from foreign hands to im-

port
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:port them acrofs immenfe feas and unwholefome
-climates, and to undergo the expence of. feveral
embarkatlons Neceffity, ftrojiger than thefe ob-
flacles, has however multiplied this fpecies of men
more at Peru than at Mexico. There is alfo a
much greater number of Spaniards there, for the.
following reefons

AT thetime when thefirft conquefts were made
when- emigrationswere molt frequent, the country
of the Incas had a much greater reputation for.
riches than New Spain ; and, inreality, for a long
rime much more confiderablé treafures were:
brought away from it. The defire of partaking
of them muft neceffarily draw thither, as was
really the cafe, a greater number of Caftilians:
Though they all almoft went over there with the
hope of returning to their country to enjoy the
fortune they might acquire, yet the majority of
them fettled in the colony. They were induced
to this by the foftnefs of the climate, the falubrity
of the air, and the gogdnefs of the provifions.
Mexico prefented not the fame advantages, and
did not give them reafon to expect fo much inde-
pendente as a land infinitely more remote from
the mother-country.

" Cusco attracted the conquerors in multitud'es
They found this capital built on a ground that was
very irregular, and divided into as many quarters
as there were provinces in the empire. Each of
the inhabitants might follow the ufages of his na-
iive country; but every body was obliged to con-
form to theworfhip eftablifhed by the founder of

the monarchy. There was no edifice that had
: any
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any grandeur, eegance, or convenience beL-'B'(‘)m?.'!('*"
caufe the people were ignorant of the firft . S
dements of architecture.  The magnificence of -

what they called the palace of the fovereign,

of the princes of the blood, and of the great-

men of his empire, confifted in the profufioa

of the meals that were lavifhed in decorating

them. The temple of the fun was diftinguifhed

above all other edifices itswall$ were incrufted

or fheathed with gold and filver, ornamented with

divers fi'gurei and loaded with theidols of all the

nations whom the Incas had enlightened and
fubdued

PROFLIGATE and idle monks have proftituted
thefe rich metals to other fuperftitions, fubftituted
to the ufeful prgudices of the climate others of a
more deftrutfiye kind; and expelled the natural
erors faited to the turn of the inhabitants by
forelgn tenets, highly abfurd in themfdves, as
Well as repugnant to the human mind and to
every fecial tie. The fame fatality which fub-
verts the unlverfe the ocean, the land, empire$
“and nations, which alternately diffufes on the globe
the enlightening fpirit of the arts, and the dark*. -
nefs of ignorance ; which tranfplants men and
opinions, as the winds and currents drive, fifh
‘and fea-weeds on the fhore: this, fame de‘tlny
hasdecreed. that a fet of proud monks enervated
‘at once by inddence and voluptuoufnefs, fhould.
infolently indulge themfeves in eafe upon the
afhes of the virtuous Incas, in the centre of an
‘empire formerly fo blefled under thefe legiflators,
This deplorable revolution does nat hinder the

Per
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Peruvians, who, in general, have the greateft aver-
fion for living in cities, becaufe inhabited by Spa-
niards, from voluntarily chufing to refide at Cufco;
They ftill love to behold that venerable. place,
from which thofe holy laws originated that ren-
dered their anceftors fo happy. The remembrance
of this infpires them with an elevation of foul ; and
they are found to be lefs ftupid on this celebrated
fpot, than in other parts of their empire.

ON a hill" north of the capital was a citadel,
which the Incas had built with much care, time,
labour, and expence. The Spaniards long fpoke
of this monument of Peruvian induftry with a
fpirit of admiration that impofed upon all’ Eu-
rope. We have feen the ruins of this fortrefs,
and the marvellous hes difappeared: nothing has
remained but the aftonifliment, which muft ne-
eeflkrily be occafioned by the fight of the enor-
mous mdfes of -ftone, which have been brought
from a confiderable diftdfnce, without the affiftance
of levers and other machines that ar¢ known to
more enlightened nations.

FOUR: ' leagues from this fortrefs we meet with
a delicious valley, where the Incas and the great
men of the empire had their country-houfes.
This enchanting retreat fo well preferves its re-
putation, that the richeft inhabitants of Cufco

‘believe there is fomething deficient in.their fy-

flem of happinefs when they cannot purchafe a
piece of ground there. The fick ordinarily re-
pair thither in fearch of health, and it rarely hap
peps but they find it.

As
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As it was not afolicitudefor their own preferj BOOK
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vation which occupied the Spaniards at firft, they il

had no fooner pillaged the immenfe riches which
had been amaffed at Cufco for four centuries,
than they went in great numbers in 15341 un-
der the order of Sebaftian de Benalcazar, t0
undertake the deftruction of Quito. The other
towns and -boroughs of the empire were over-
run with the fame fpirit of rapine; and the
citizens and-the temples were plundered in aII
parts.

THOSE of. the conquerors, who did not take
up their refidence in the fettlements which they
found already formed, built towns on the fea
copft§ where before there were none; for the
fterility of the foil had not permitted the Peru-
yians to multiply much there; and they had. not
been induced to remove thither from the extre-
mity of their country, becaufe they failed very.
little. Paita, Truxillo, Callao, Pifca, and Arica,
were the roads which the Spaniards deemed moft
convenient for the communication they -intended
to eftablifh among themfelves and with the mo-
ther-country. The different..portions of thefe-new
cities determined the degree of their prosperity.

. .THOSE which.were afterwards built in the.in-
land parts of .the country were not erefted in:
regions which prefented afertile foil, copious har-,
velts, excellent. paftures, a. mild and- falubrious
climate, and all the conveniences of life, Thefe

‘places, which had hikherto been fowell cultivated. -

by a numerous and flourishing people, were now.
totally difregarded. Very foon they exhibited only.

.ades
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" adeplorable picture of a horrid defert; and this

wildnefs . muft have been more meancholy .and
hideous than the dreary afpeft of the earth. before
the origin of focieties The traveller, who was
led by accident or curidfity into thefe defolate
plains, could not forbear abhorring the barba-
rous and bloody authors of thefe devaluations,

_while he refleted that it was not owing even
-to the crud illufions of glory and to the fanati-

cifm of conqueft, but to the ftupid and abjeft
defire of gold, that they had facrificed fo much
more real treafure, and fo numerous a popula-

__tion.

THIS infatiable third: of gold, which neither at-

.'tended to fubfiftence, fafety, nor policy, was the

only motive for eftablifhing new fettlements, fome
of which have been kept up, ‘while feveral have
decayed, and others have besn formed in their
ftead. The fate of them all has correfponded
with the difcovery, progrefs, or declenfion of the
mines to which they wére fubordinate. -

~FEWER erors have been committed in the
means of procuring provisons. The natives had
hitherto lived hardly on any thing dfe but maize,
fruits, and pulfe, for which they had ufed no
other feafoning except fait and pimento. Their
liquors, which were made from different roots,
were morediverfified; of thefe the cbica was the
moft ufual; which is made from maize foaked
in water, and taken out of the veffd when~it
begins to fprout. It is dried in the fun, "thén
parched alittle, and at laft ground. The flour,
_ after
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sifter it has been well kneaded, is put with water ‘BQOK
into large pitchers. The fermentation may:be ex- u....,,....J '
ftedted-dn .two or three days;- and muft not:con-
tinue-longer. .- The great inconvenience of this
dmk; - which, when ufed immoderately, infallibly
intoxicates, is, that it will not keep more than
eight dayswithout turning four. Itstafteisnearly
that of the moft indifferent kind of cyder. Itisa,
refrefhing, nourifhing, and aperitive liquor The
Indians, who are never troubled with fuppreffions
of urine, are faid to owe that advantage to the :
ufeof this drink*

T H E conquerors were not fatisfied either with
theliquors or with the food of the people they
had.fubdued. They imported vines from the old
World, which foon multiplied fufficiently-in the
lands of the coafts at Ica, Pifca, Nafca, Moque-
qua, and Truxillo, to furnifh the colony with the
wine and brandy it wanted. Olives fucceaded ftill
better, and yielded a great abundance of oil,
which was much fuperior to that of the mother-
country. Other fruits were tranfplanted with the
lame fuccefs.  Sugar Aicceads fo well that none of*
any other growth can be compared to that which
is cultivated in thefe parts, where it never rains.
Inthe inland country wheat and barley werefown;
and at length all the European quadrupeds were
loon found grazing at the foot of the mountains.

. THIswas a confiderable ftep; but there ftill re+
mained much more to be done. After they had!
provided for a better and a greater choice of fub-
fiftence, the next care of the Spaniards was to
have a drefs more commodious and more agreeable

than,
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B'f/)l? K" thanthat of the Peruvians. Thefewere, however,

St DELtEr Cloathed than.any other American nation.
They owed this fuperiority to the advantage which.
they-aone poffeffed, of haying the lama and the
pacos, domeftic animals WhICh ferved them for
this ufe.. :

. THE lamaisan animal four feet hlgh and five
or-fix‘'in length; of-which its neck - alone takes-up
one half. Itshead iswell made, with large eyes,
along fnout, and thick lips. Its mouth has no
incifors in the upper jaw. Its feet are cloven like
thofe of the ox, but furniflied with a fpur behind,
which enabled it to faften itfelf on thé fides of fteep
places, where it ddights to dimb* --1tswool,. which
isihort on its-back, "-but grows long on its fides
and under the belly, conditutes payt of its ufeful-
nefs.  Though very falacious, shefe animals co-
-pulate with great difficulty. :In vain.the female
proftrates herfelf to receve the'male, and invites
him by her fighs, they are fometimes a whole day
groaning, grumbling, - and ineffectually. attempting
enjoyment, if men do not help them to fulfill the
defire of nature. Thus feveral of our domeftic
animals, that, are chained, broken, forced, and
retrained in all their freeft mations and fenfations, .
lofe, through ineftectual efforts, the principles of
generation while they are confined in ftables, if
care add attention does not-:fuppiy the place of
that liberty of which they have been deprived.
The females of the lama have only two dugs,
never more than two young, commonly but one,
which follows the dam immediately after itsbirth;
it is of avery quick growth, and its life of fhort

2 duration.
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duration At three fears old it propagates its
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fpedies, preferves its vigour till twelve, then de- <y

cays-tfll it reeches fifteen, bemg worn out by
~ labdor.

THE lamaes ae employed asmilled in carrying
on their backs loads of about an hundred weight.
They movewith aflow but firm pace at the rare of
four or five leagues aday, in cduntries that are

imprafticable to other animals, defcending through*-

gullies, and climbing up rocks, where men cannot
follow them. After four OP fire days journey,
they reft of their own accdrd for twenty “four.
hours.

that climate where they ae produced, mild and
phlegmatic, moderate and prudent, like the Ame=
ricans. When they ftop, they bend their knees
and ftoop their body in fuch a manner as nor to
difizompofe their burthen. As foon as they hear
their driver whittle, they rife with the fame care,
and proceed on their journey. They browfe on
the grafs they find in their way, and chew-the
cud at night, even when &fleep, reclining on: their
breads with their feet doubled under their belly.
They are neither difpirited by fading nor drudgery,
while they have any ftrength remaining; but, when

they are totally exhaufted or fall under their bur--

den, it is;to nopurpofe to harrafsand best them -
they will Continue ohftinately linking their heads
againft the ground, firft on one fide, then Qil the

NATURE ligs formed them for the people of

other;-till they kill rhemfetves*- They never de- -

fend tfiemfelves either with their fest or teeth;

ad in the haght? of their indignation content
Volll M m themfdves
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thcmfelves with only- fplttfog in the face of thofe

e — Wwho infult them,

T H E pacos is to the Iamawhat the afs |sto the
horfe, a fubordinate fpecies, fmaller in fize, with
Ihorter legs, and a flat fnout; but of the fame
difpofition, the fame manners, and the fame con-
flitution, as the lama; made, like the lama, to
carry burthens, but more obftinate in its caprices,
perhaps, becaufe it is weaker.

THESE animals are fo much the more ufeful to
man, as their. fervice cofts him nothing. Their
thick fur fupplies the place of a pack-faddle.
The little grafs, which they find along the road,
iuffices for their food, and furnifties them with a
plentiful and frefh faiiva, which exempts them
from the neceffity of drinking.

AMONG the lamas, there are fome of a wild
fpecies called guanacos, which are ftronger, more
fprightly, and more nimble, than the domeftic
lamas ; running like the flag, and clmbing like the
wild goat, covered with Ihort wool, and of a
fawn colour. Though free, they like to collect
in herds to the number fometimcs of two or three
hundred. If they fee a man, they furvey him at
firft with an air of greater artonifhment than cu-
riofity; then fnuffing up the air and neighing,
they run all together to the fummit of the moun-
tains. Thefe animals feek the north, travel on
the ice, and fojourn within the regions of fnow,
dreading the heat of th&low lands; they are vi-
gorous, and appear in vaft numbers on the Sierras,
which are of .the fane height as the Cordeleras;
fmall in fize, and difficult to be found in the

' heaths, -



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 531
heaths, "which are at the bottom of the mountains: B C\)“OI K
When they ae hunted for their fleece, if they v
gaih the rocks, neither hunters nor dogs can ever
catch therri.

THE vicunas, a fpedes of wild pacos are ftill
fonder of the fummits of mountains, the fnow,
ad the ice. Their wool is longer, thicker fet,
and much finer, than that of the guanacos Its
colour refembles that of dried rofes, and fo fixed
by nature, that it cannot be dtered in the hands
of thofe who are employed in working it. The
Vicunes are fo timid, that their fear itfelf makes
them an edy prey to the hunter. Men furround
them and drive them into narrow defiles, at the
end of which they have fufpended pieces of cloth
or linen on cords, that are raifed three or four
feet from the ground. Thefe rags, being agitated
by the wind, flrike fuch terror into them, that
they ftand crouded and foueezed one againft ano-
ther, fuffering themfelves to be killed rather, than
fly. But if there happens to be, among the vi-
cunas, a guanaco, which, being more adventurous,
legps over the cords, they follow it and efaipe.

ALL thefe animals belong fo peculiarly to South
America,'and efpedidly to the higheft Cordeleras,
that they are never feen on the fide of Mexico,
where the height of thefe mountains is condderably
diminished. Attempts have been mede to propa
gate the breed in Europe but they have all died.
The Spaniards, without refiefting that thefe ani-
mds even in Peru itfelf fought the coldeft parts,
tranfported them to the burning plains of Anda-
qula_ They might, poflibly, have fuccesded at

Mm2 the



532 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTSAND TRA

\%OOK the fool of the Alps ottbt By reives. This con-

o jecture of M. de Buffon, to whomiwetreindebted
for fo many uieful and profound operations on-
animals, is worthy the attention of ftatefimen,
whofe fteps ought aways to be guided by the
lightsof philofophy”

THEflelhgf thelamas,when they arcyoung, is
good eating. Thefkin of the old ones ferves the
Indians for (hoes, and the Spaniards for harnefs.
The guanacos may dfo be eaten. But the vicuna
are only fought after for their fleece, and for the
bezoar that they produce.

IN general, the wool of the lamas, pacos, gua
nacos, and vicunas, was ufefully employed by. the
Peruvians before the conqucft. The inhabitants
of Cufeo made tapeftry of it for the ufe of the
court, inwhich flowers, birds, and trees, were pretty
well imitated. It ferved afo to make mantles,
which were worn over a fhirt of cotton. It is
cuftomary totuck them up, in order to have the
ams free. The principal people faliened them
with gold andfilver claips; their wives with pins
made of thefe metdls, ornamented with emerdds
and the common people with thorns. In hot
countries, the mantles of perfons of diitinftion
were mede of fine cotton, and dyed with various
colours. The common people, in the fame climate,
had no cloathing at all, except a girdle that wes
compofed of the filaments of the bark of atree,
and ferved to cover thofc parts nature intended
fhould be concedled.

. AFTER the conqueft, all the Indians were
obliged to wear cloaths. As the oppreluon under
which
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which tidy granted, did not allow them to exercHe BQ2K:
their former tadnftry; they contented themfelves tmo—s
with thecoarfer cloths of Europe, for which they

were made to pay an exorbi tant price. When the

gold and lilver which had efcaped the rapacity of

the conquerors were exhaufted, they thought of
re-eftablifhtng their national manufactures. Thefe
were-feme time after prohibited, on account of

the deficiency which they occaikmed in the ex-

ports of the mother-country. The' trpoflibility,

which the Peruvians found of purchafing foreign

(tuffs and paying their taxes, occafioned permiflion

to be given at the end of ten years for their re-
leftabliflimetit. They have not been difcominued

iincc that time, and have been brought to as great

a degree of perfedion as it was poffible they could

be under a continual tyranny.

WITH the wool of the vicuna they make, at
Cufco and in its ‘territory, ftockings, handker-
chiefs, and fcarfs. Thefe manufactures would have
been mulripled, if the fpirit of deftruftion had
not fallen on animas as well as on men. The
fame wool, mixed with that of the fheep imported
thither from Europe, which hath exceedingly de-
generated, ferves for carpets, and makes alfo
tolerably fine cloth. Feeces of inferior quality
are employed in ferges, druggets, and in all kinds,
of coarfe fluffs.

T HE mamfactures fubfervknt to luxury are
eftabliflied at Arcquipa, Cufco, and Lima. It*
thefe three towns is made a prodigious number of
gold toys and plate, for the ufe of private pcrfons,
and alio for the churches. All thefe manufactures

M m 3 are



534 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE

BQ,IC;K arc but coarfely wrought, and mixed with a great
S —t (el of copper. We fedom difcover more tafle
in their gold and filver laces and embroideries
which their manufactures alfo produce. Thisis
not atogether the cdfe in regard to their lace,
which, when niixed with that of Europe, looks
very beautiful. This laft manufacture is com-
monly in the hands of the nuns, who employ in
it the Peruvian girls, and the young Meftees of
the towns, who for the mod part before marriage
pafs fome years in the convent.

OTHER hands are employed in painting and
gilding leather for rooms, in making with wood
and ivory pieces of inlaid work and fculpture
and in drawing figures on the marble that is found
‘at Cucuca, or on linen imported from Europe.
Thefe different works, which are almoft all manu-
factured at Cufco, ferve for ornaments for boufes,
palaces, and temples: the drawing of them is not
bad, but the colours are neither cxaft nor perma-
nent. If the Indians, who invent nothing, but
are excellent imitators, had able matters, and ex-
cellent models, they would at lead make good
copyiits. At the clofe of the laft century, fome
works of a Peruvian painter, named Michael de
St. Jaques, were brought to Home ; and the con-

noifleurs difcovcred marks of genius in them.
THESE particulars’ will incereft fuch of our
readers, whom we (hall have infpired with a-
fection for one of the beft nations that ever cx-
ified, and with efteem for one of the moll excel-
lent inftitutions that ever did honour to mankind,
Thofe who are frangers to that univerfal benevo-
' lencc
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fence which extends to all nations and all ages,
will have, experienced other fentiments. Accuf-
tomed to behold nothing in Peru but the produce
of its mines, they muft confequcntly regard with
contempt every thing that has not a direft relation
with their avarice. This would diminifb, per-
haps be totally corrected, if they were but dif-
pofed frequently to revolve by what barbarity and
enormities it has been gratified.

THOUGH the Peruvians were unacquainted with
coin, they knew the ufe of gold and filver; for
they employed them in different kinds of orna-
ments.  Independent of what the torrents and ac-
cident procured them of thefe metals, fome mines
had been opened of little depth. The Spaniards
have not tranfmitted to us the manner in which
thefe rich productions were drawn from the bofom
of the earth. Their pride, which has deprived us
of fo much ufeful knowledge, undoubtedly made
them think, that, in the inventions of a people
whom they called barbarous, there was nothing
that was worthy to be recorded.

T H E difference as to the manner in wh|ch the
Peruvians worked their mines did not extend to
the mines themfelves. The conquerors opened
them on all fides. At firfl the gold mines tempted
the avarice of the greater number. Fatal expe-
rience difcouraged thofe whom paflion had not
blinded. They clearly faw, that, for fome enor-
mous fortunes raifed in this manner, great numbers,
who had only moderate fortunes, were totally
ruined. Thefe mines fank into fuch diferedit,
that, in order to prevent them from being aban-

Mm4 doned,

Of the
mines of
Peru,
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doned, the gweptiiticnt was obligsed to take the
twencierfi part of their produce, inftead of the
fifth which it at fir ft received*

- T H.E minesof filver were more.common, more

"equal, and rteheri They even produced filver of

a fmgolar fpecies, rarely found eifewhere. To-
wards the fea-coaft, great lumps of this metal arc
fotind in the lands. Subterraneous .fires, vplcanos,

‘and the revolutions which America hath expe-
‘rienced and ftiil continues to fuffer, feem to in-

dicate the caufes of the tranfpofition of thofe me-
tallic maffes that are met with in feveral pans of
this continent.

THERE dre a great number of other mines,
vhich are infinitely moreimportant, and are found
‘in the rocks and on the mountains, Several of
them gave fafe hopes. Such in particular was
that of Ucnntaya, difcovered if13. This was
pnly an incruftation of aimoft maffive filver, which
at firft yielded feveral millions, but was foou ex-
hausted. ' ' -

OTHERS, which were deeper, have been alike

"deferted Their produce, though equal to what

it ‘was orlgmaJIy, was not fufficient to fupport the
cxpence of working them, which augmented every
day The mines of tho Cufco, and Arequipa,
have eéxperienced  that revolutlon wh|ch awaJtS
many ‘of the'reft.

THERE arc great numbers of Very rich mines
which the Waters have invaded. The declivity of
the foil, which from the fummit of the Cordcleras
runs continually (helving to the South Sea, mud
neceffarily render thefe eyents more common at

Peru
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Peru than in; other places. This iaeonvenience,
which with giscacer care and fkill might often have
fceen prevented or dimtfufhed, has beefc in fome
jnftances remedied. A fmgle idftance will be fuf-
ficient to fhew that the avarice of mankind can
ftruggle againft that of nature, when fhe conceals
or withdraws from us her treafures. -

JOSEPH SALCEDO, about the year 1660, had
difcovered* not far from the town of Puna, the
mine of Laycacota. It was fo rich, that the filver
was often cut with-a chiffcl. Profperky, which de-
bafes little minds, had fo elevated that of the pro-
prietor of fo much opulence, that he permitted all
the Spaniards, who came to feek their fortune in
this part of the new world, to work fome days on
their -own account, without weighing or taking
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any account of.the prefents he made them. This -

generofity attractted an infinite number of people
about him, whofe avidity made them quarrel with
each other; the love of money made them take
tip arms, and fall upon one another; and their
benefaftor, who had neglected no expedient to
prevent ‘and extinguifh their fanguinary conten-
tions, was hanged as being the author of them.
While he was in prifon, the water got poffeffion of
his mine. Superftition foon made it imagined that
this was a punifhment for the infamous manner in
which they had actted towards him. This idea of
divine vengeapce was revered for a long time5
but at laft, in 1740, Diego de Bacna affociated
with other opulent people, to avert the fprings
"which had deluged fo much treafure. The la-

| PR

bours, which this difficult undertaking required,

were -
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59”0K were not finifhed till 1754. The mine yields as

ey much now asitdid at firft. But mines ftill richer
than- this have been difcovered, which have ex-
perienced no revolution. Such, for example,.is
that of Potofi, which was found in the fame coun-
try where the Incas worked that of Porco.

AN Indian, named Hualpa, in 1545, purfuing
fome deer, in order to climb certain fteep rocks,
laid hold of a bufb, the roots of which loofened
from the earth, and brought to view an ingot of
filver. The Indian had recourfe to it for his own
life, and never failed to return to his treafure every
time that his wants or his defires follicited him to
it. The change that had happened in his fortune
was remarked by his countryman Guanca, to
whom he avowed the fecret. The two friends
could not keep their counfel and enjoy their good
fortune. They quarrelled ; on which the indif-
creet confident difcovered the whole to his mafter
Villaroell, a Spaniard that was fettled in the neigh-
bourhood. Upon this the mine became known
and was worked; and a great number of mines
\vere found in its vicinity; the principal of which
are in the northern part of the mountain, and
their diredion is from north to fouth. The mofl:
inrelligent people of Peru have obferved, that this

~isin general the direction of the richeft mines.

T H E fame of what was pafling at Potofi foon
fpread abroad, and there was foon built at the foot
of the mountain a town, confiding of fixty thou-
fand Indians, and ten thoufand Spaniards. The
flerility of the foil did not prevent its being im-
mediuciy peopled. Corn, fruits, flocks, American

fluffs.
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fluffs, European luxuries, arrived therefromevery B OK.
quarter. Induftry, which every where: follows t—aee
the current of money, could not fearch for:it

with fo much fuccefs as at itsfource. It evidently

appeared that in 1738 thefe mines produced an-

nually 21,338,975 livres *, without reckoning the

filver which was not rcgiftered, and what had been

carried off by fmuggling. From that time the

produce has "been fo much diminiihed, that no

more than one eighth part of the coin which was
formerly (truck is now made.

T H E mine of Potoii, and all the mines of South
America, in purifying their gold and filver, ufe mer-
cury, with which they are (upplied from Guanca
Velica. Mercury, fays an able naturalift, is found
in two different ftatesin the bofom of the earth ;
it iseither altogether pure, and in thefluid form
which is proper to it, and then it is denominated
virgin mercury, becaufe it has not experienced the
action of fire, in order to be extracted from the
mine; or it is found combined with fulphur, and
then it forms a fubfhmee of a red colour, which is
more or lefs yiyid, called cinnabar.

TILL the mige of virgin mercury, which was
lately discovered at Montpellier under the build-
ings of the towniffelf, and for that rcafon will
probably never be worked, there had been no
others known in Europe except thofe of Udria in
Carnlola, Thefe ae in avalley, at the foot of
hlgh mountains, which were called by the Romans
Alpcs Julla They were difcovered by chance in

* Near 978,0001.
' 1497.
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1497. They are about nine hundred feet deep.
The defcent into them is by pits, asinto all other
mines. There are under ground an infinite num-
ber of galleries, of which fcme are fo low, that it
is neceffary to ftoop in order to pafs along; there
are places where k is fo hot, that, if one ftops ever
fo fhort atime, one is in a profuie fweat: it is
from thefe fubterrancous caverns that mercury is
drawn. Some ftones are replete with it to that
degree, that, when they are bruifed,this fubftance

Jjflues out in the form of globules or drops. It is

found alfo in a fpecies of clay; fometimes even
this mercury is feen running down like rain, and
oozes fo copiouily among the rocks which form
the vaults of thefe fubterraneous caverns, that a
man has often gathered thirty-fix pounds of it in
a day. :
THERE are fome people fo fond of the marvel-
lous, that they prefer this mercury to the other ;
which is mere prejudice. Experience (hews that
the bed mercury that can be ufed, either in medi-
cine or in metallurgy, is that which hath beeq
extracted from cinnabar* In-order to feparate the
natural combination of thefe two volatile fubftan-
ces, fulphur and mercury, recourfe muft neceffarily
be had to the aflion of fire, to which forrie inters
mediate fubftance muft be joined. This is either
thefilings of fteel or copper, or the regulus of
antimony, or lime, or fome fixed alkaline fait.
Thislaft fpecies of mercury isdrawn from Hungary,
Sclavonia, Bohemia, Carinthia, Friuli, and Nor-
mandy ; efpecially from Almaden in Spain, which
was a famous mine even in the time of the Ro-

mans,

7
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itvans, arid which with that of Guanca Velica has B \C/)HOK
for fome fhort time contributed to ferve the Spa st
nifli coionfes. ’ _

THE common opinion is, that thislaft mine was
difcovered'in 1564, The trade of mercury was
then "ftili free: it became an exclufive trade in
1571. At this period al the mines of mercury
werelhut; and that of Guanja Velica aone was
worked, the property of which the king referved
to himfelf. It is not found to diminifh. This
mine is dug in a prodigioufly large mountain,
fixty leagues from Lima. In its profound abyfs
are ken ftreets, fquares, and a chapel, where the
myfteries of religion on all feflivals are celebrated.
Millions of flambeaux are continually kept to en-
lightenit.

THE earth, which contains the quickfilver of
this mine, is, according to the opinion of a cele-
brated traveller, of awhitifh red, like ill-burnt
brick. It is pounded, and put into an earthen
Kiln, the upper part of which is'a vault like an
oven, fome what of a fpherical form.. This is ex-
tended on an iron grate covered with earth, under
which a gentle fire is kept up with the herb icho,
which is fitter for this procefs than atiy other com-
buftible matter, and the cutting of which on this
account is prohibited twenty leagues round. The
heat which penetrates this earth makes the pounded
mineral-fo hot, that the quickfilver iffucs out of it
volatiiifed in fmoke. But, as the upper part of the
kiln is clofely flopped, the fmoke finds no iffue
but by a fmall hole, which has a communication
“With a feriesof earthen retorts that are round, and

the



542.
BOOK

HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTSAND TRADE
the necks of : which ate infested into'each other.

‘e There this fmoke circulates and condenfes, by

means of a little water which is at the bottom of
each retort. Thequickfilver then fell'sin awell-
formed ljquid. Lefs of it is collected in the firft
than in the laft retorts. They would all grow fo
hot as to break in pieces, if care were not taken
to fprinkle them on the outfide withwater.

PRIVATE people a their own expence work
the mine of Guan9aVelica. They are obliged ta
deliver to government, at aftipulated price, all the
mercury they extraft from it. As foon as they
have procured the quantity which the demands of
one year require, thework is fufpended. Part of
the mercury is fold on the fpot, and the reft is
fent to the royal magazines throughout all Peru;
from whence it is delivered out at the fame price
as it is fold for in Mexico. This arrangement,
which has occafioned many of the mines to drop,
and prevented others from being opened, is in-
excufable in the Spanifti fyftem. The court of
Madrid, in this refpeft, merits the fame reproaches

 asa miniftry in other countries would incur, that

~ would be blind enough to lay aduty on the imple-
ments of agriculture.

THE mine of Guanfa Velica generally afects
thofe, who work in it, with convulfions: this and
the other mines, which are not lefs unhealthy, are
all worked by the Peruvians. Thefe unfortunate
victims of an infatiable avarice are crowded all
together and plunged naked into thefe abyffes, the
greateft part of which are deep, and all exceffively

"~ cold.



IN THE EAST AND. WEST INDIIES. 543

cold. Tyranny hes invented this refinement in BOOK
cruelty, to render it impoffible for any thing to u._V.l,,'_..a .
efcge its reftlefs vigilance.  If there are any
wretches who long furvive fuch barbarity, it isthe
ufe of cocoa that preferves them.

THE ococoa is adrub, which hardly ever rifes
higher than from three to four feet; its fruit is
difpofed in bunches. - It is red when it begins to
ripen, and black when it hath attained its maturity.
Its ledf, which is foft, of a pde green, and refem-
bling that of the myrtle, isthe delight of the Peru-
vians. They chew it, dter having mixed it with a
white earth which they call mambis; it is ufed by
them for food : it llrengthens their ftomachs, and
fupports their courage. If thofe who are buried
in the mines are inwant of it, they ceefe working,
and no meas whatever can compe them to re-
fume their labour. Their oppreflbrs, therefore,
furnifti them with as much as they require, fub-
trafting the price of it from their dally wages
The environs of Cufco furnifti the beft cocoa

THIS plant, the other produftions of the coun- mutual
try, and the produce of all the menufectures, ae it s
difperfed throughout the empire in three different tweenthe
ways. The towns fituated on the codt are fur- 5o
niftied with provifions by veifds that are adgpted of Peru.
to thofe fees which are dways cam. An innu-
merable multitude of mules, which are brought
from Tucuman, are ufed in the intercourfe which
feverd provinces have with exch other. The
greateft circulation is effeted by mems of the

Guayaquil.

ON
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BOCK  OH the banksof thisriver, the origin-of which
Nawim—v 1S IN the Cordeteras, the Spaniards at the time of
the conqueft built a pretty confiderable town, at
fix leagues diftance from the fea. This is defended
by three forts lately erefled, and only garrifoned
with burgeffess Thefe forts are built vfrith large
pieces of wood, difpofed in palifades. The nature
of this wood, which is proof againft Water, fuiti
the moifture of the foil. _
IT is mentioned, in the accounts of a Spanifh
philofophcr, that on this coaft, as well as that of
Guatimala, isfound the mufex, which yields that
purple fo celebrated by the amients, and which
the moderns have imagined 'was loft. The fhell
which contains it adheres to the rocks that are
wafhed by the fea It is of the fize of a large
walnut. The liquor of this anima’ may be ex-
tracted two ways; fome kill it, after they have
drawn it out of the (hell; then prefsit with aknife
from head to tail ; feparate from the body the part
where the liquor is collected, and throw away the
reft. When this operation, after being repeated
on feyeral fhails, has afforded a certain quantity of
fluid, the thread intended to be dyed is dipped in
it, and the procefs is finifhed. The colour, which
is at firft of the whitenefs of milk, becomes after*
wards green, and isnot purple till the thread is
dry. Thofe who difapprove this method draw
the fifh partly out of the fhell, and, fqueezing it,
make it yield afluid which ferves for dying: they
repeat this operation four times at different inter-
vals, but always with Iefs fuccefs.  If they continue
it, thefifh dies, by their deftroying that which-
conftitutes.,, *

H
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conf'utut% the firfl principle of its life, and which BOOK
it isno longer able to renew. No colour at pre- \.._,,......J
fent known can be compared to this of which we

are fpesking, either as to lufltre, liveliness, or
duration; it fucceeds better with cotton than with

wool, linen, or filk.

BESIDES this object of curiofity, Guayaquil fur-
niihes the inland country of the empire with oxen,
mules, fait, and falt-fifti; it fupplies Europe and
Mexico with a great quantity of cocoa, but Peru
with only a fmall quantity, as there the herb of
Paraguay is generally preferred. It is the univerfal
dock-yard of the South Sea, and might, partly,
become that of the mother country. Wc know
no country on the globe that equally abounds in
wood for (hip-building and méfts, either as to
quality or quantity. Hemp and pitch, of which
it is deftitute, might eafily be furnifhed by Chili
and Guatimala.

BUT what renders Guayaquil of flill greater im-
portance, is the advantage it poflefles of being the
neceffary mart and bond of communication of the
mountains of Peru with its valleys, with Panama,
and with Mexico. All the merchandife which thefe
countries exchange, pafles through the hauds of its
merchants. The largeft veffds Hop at the harbour
of the ifland of Puna, which is fituated at the
entrance of the gulph; and others go up the river
about forty leagues.

NOTWITHSTANDING fo many fources of pro-
fperity, the people of Guayaquil, whofe numbers
amount to twenty thoufand fouls, are far from
being wealthy. The fortunes of its inhabitants

VOL, II. NA have
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B 919 have been fucceffively deftroyed nine timesby fires,

.+ which have been afcribed to the difcontentednefs
of the negroes;, and by pirates, who have twice
facked the town. Thofe fortunes, which have
been acquired fince thefe fatal periods, have not
continued in the country. A climate, where the
heat is intolerable the whole year, and the rains
inceffant for fix months; where dangerous and
noifome infei'ts do not allow any tranquillity; where
diftempers of the moft oppofite degrees of tempe-
rature appear to be united ; where one lives in the
perpetual dread of lofing one's fight ; fuch a cli-
mate is by no means proper to fix the refidence of
its inhabitants. Such perfons are only feen here,
as have not acquired eftates fufheient to enable
them to remove elfewhere, and fpend their days in
ihdolence and pleafure. A tafle, which predo-
minates in the empire, induces the moft opulent
to refide at Lima.
" THIS capital of Peru, fo celebrated in all parts
of the world, is firuated at two leagues from ‘the
fea, in a delicious plain, at about an equal dif-
ranee from the equator and the fouthern tropic,
to unite as it were all the riches and delights of
South America. The profpeft from it on one
ilde extends over a tranquil ocean, on the other it
commands a diftance of thirty leagues as far as the
Cordeleras. The foil of its territory is nothing but
a heap of flints, which the fea has undoubtedly in
ct feries of ages piled together, but they are covered
with earth a foot below the furface, which the
fpring waters, that are every  where found on
digging, have brought from the mountains. It is
’ In
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in vain that the Spaniardswould attributetlieorigin VIT
of thefe waters to their being filtrated from the fea; ‘e
the theory of the globe and its natural contrac-
tion teftify againft the validity of this opinion,
which all experiments befides confirm to be falfe.
SUGAR canes, incredible multitudes of olives,
forae vines, artificial meads, pafturesfull of fait,
which give mutton an exquifite tafle, fmall grain
appropriated to the feeding of fowls, fruit-trees of
every kind, and certain other plantations, cover the'
furface of thefe fortunate plains. A fea replete
with fifh contributes its ftores to render provifions
plentiful at a moderate price. Crops of wheat
and barley added to this refource ; but an earth-
quake, happening about a century ago, caufed
fuch arevolution, that the feeds rotted without
fprouting.  After forty years of fterility, the huf-
bandman, feeing the foil improved, was difpofed to
refume his former occupations. Chili, which had
an exclufive privilege of furnifhingLima with pro-
vifions, oppofed the cultivation of its territory; and
the capital of Spain did not allow that of Peru to
fupport itfelf again by its own productions till 1750.
LIMA, founded more than and centuries ago,
and built by tide e deftroyers of Peru, has been de-
ft roved at different times by eleven earthquakes.
The twelfth, which happened on the 23th of
October 1746, in three minutes time ingulphed
the town, its harbour of Callao, all the vcflels be-
longing to the coaft, with fifteen hundred millions*,
as it is reported, of filver, either coined, worked;
or in ingots. Thofe who had for a long time been
* 65,525,0c0 1. '

N n?2 funk
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funk as it were into a ftate of lethargy, have been
awakened by this violent concuflion. A new fpirit
of activity and emulation has been productive of
labour and induflry. Lima, though lefs wealthy,
is at prefent more agreeable than in 1682, when
its gates prefented to the view of the duke of
Palata, on his entering, ftreets paved with filver.

THESE ftreets now are only regular, with neat
houfes and public buildingswhich dilplay /kill and
tafte. The water of the river, which wafhes its
walls, has been confined in proper channels, and
distributed for the convenience of the citizens,
the ornament of gardens, and the fertility of the
fields.

B UT the walls of the city are defeftive from the
very folidity of their foundations. At the diftance
of a few leagues from Lima we fee fome houfes, for-
merly built, that were but juft placed as it were
on the furface of the earth, without any cement;
which, however, have refilled thofe affaults and
convulfions that have overturned the deep-laid
edifices of the Spaniards. The natives of the
country, when they faw the foundations dug, and
built with mortar, faid that their tyrants were
digging graves for themfelves. Perhaps it was
fome confolatioh to the wretchednefs of the con-
quered, to forefee that the earth itfelf would take
its revenge of its depopulators; but in thisre-
fpeft two centuries of chaftifement have not re-
formed them. The pleafure of having commo-
dious houfes, or the vanity of railing fpacious
ones, ftill triumphs over the danger of their being

. crufhed to pieces.

THE
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T H E fcourges of nature, which gate occafion B\?”OK
to the introduction of the arts into Lima, - have Sceme—t
produced no happy revolution in the manners of
itsinhabitants. Superftition, which reigns through-
out the whole extent of the Spanifh dominions, at
Peru has two fcepters at its command; one of
gold, for the ufurping and triumphant nation;
the other of iron, for the enflaved and pillaged in-
habitants. The fcapulary and the rofary are all
the tokens of religion which the monks require of
the Spaniards. It is on the form and colour
of thefe kinds of talifmans that the populace
and the grandees found the profperity of their
undertakings, the fuccefs of their amorous in-
trigues, and the hopes of their falvation. The
religious habit aflumed in the laft moments, con-
flitutes the fecurity of opulent people who have
lived ill; they are convinced, that when wrapped
" in this cloathing, which is fo formidable to the
. devil, he will not dare to defcend into their graves,
-and feize upon their fouls. If their afhes repofe
near the altar, they hope to partake of the facri-
fices and prayers of the priefts, much more than
the poor and the flaves. Influenced by fuch fatal
Jprejudices, what enormities will they not commit
-to acquire riches, which fecure their happinefs in
.this world, and in the next? The vanity of im-
“mortalizing their name, and the promife of eternal
 life, fecure to the monks a fortune, which they can
‘no longer enjoy; and families are difappoinrcd
of an inheritance, whether acquired by honefty or
fraud, by legacies which ferve to enrich men who
"have difcovered the fecret of efcaping poverty by
' Nn3 devoting
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BOOK devoting themfelves to it. Thus it is that the

W ordeér of femiments, ideas, and things, is fub-
verted; and the children of opulent parents arc
condemned to mifery by the pious rapacioufnefs of
a number of voluntary mendicants. The French,
Dutch, and Englifh, lofe their national prejudices
by travelling; the Spaniard carries his along with
him throughout the whole univerfe; and fuch is
the ntadnefs of bequeathing legacies to the church,
that the ground of all the houfes of Peru belongs
to the priefthood, or depends on them with regard
to rent. The inftitution of Monkifh orders has
done at Peru what the law of the Vacuf will do,
iboner or later, at Conftantinople. Mere the people
-bequeath their fortunes to a minaret, in order to
Secure it to their heirs ; there they deprive an heir
-of it, by leaving it to a monaftcry from the dread
of being damned. The means are a little different,
-butin the end the effect is the fame. In both
countries the church is the gulph, in which all
.the riches are abforbed ; and thefe Caftilians, who
.were heretofore fo formidable, fhrink before fuper-
ftition, as Afiatic ilaves do in the prefence of their
.defpot.

IF we were to judge of the Creoles from thefe
extravagances, we fhould be tempted to believe
them to be totally ftupid ; but we fhould be mis-
taken. The inhabitants of the valleys have fome
degree of penetration, and thofe of the mountains
are not deilitute of it. Both deem - themfelves
very much fuperior to the Spanifh Europeans,
whom, they conﬂder as cavallos that is to fay,
'-brutes

2 THEY
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~“THEY poffefs more undemanding than courage.
All thefe people, though diffatisfied with govern-
ment, arc alike fubjniffive to it. Men every where
forget their numbers and their Drength. There,
even the very name of royal officers is formidable;
and four foldiers, difpatched .by the viceroy, make
whole towns tremble at the distance of four hun-
dred leagues from the capital.

THIS timidity in a Peruvian is the caufe or the
effeft-of his effeminacy. He lives among courte-
zans,. or amufes himfelf at home in drinking the
herb of Paraguay, He is afraid to diminish the
joys of love by confining it within legitimate bonds.
The majority of the inhabitants marry behind the
church, that is their expreffion, which fignifies
living in a ftate of concubinage. If the children
who ifTue from this commerce are acknowledged
by their parents, they inherit, and their birth in-
curs no ftain. The. bifhops anathematize every
year, at Eafter, thofe perfons who are united in
thefe illicit bonds. But what power have thefe vain
terrors againft the impulfe of amorous defires,
which are fanclified by enftom, againft: the tolera-
tion or example of ecclefiaftics of the Jecond order,
and againft the climate, which is continually con-
~ tending, and at laft proves victorious over all the

civil and religious laws that oppofe irs influence ?

" T HE charms of the Peruvian women are fuperior
to the terror which the fpiritual arms of Rome in-
ipire. The majority of them, especialy the wo-

“men of Lima, have eyes fparkling with vivacity,

. afairfkin,acomplexion that is delicate, animated,

-~ full of fprightlinefs and life, and a flender and

' Nni4 well-
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well-formed fhape, which is extremely alluring.

. —— Butthat which has a greater effeft on the men, is

the fmallnefs of a pretty foot, which in their in-
fancy is fafhioned to this diminutivenefs by ftrait
fhoes. They turn away from the large feet of the
Spanifh women, to admire thofe of a Peruvian,
who, to the artifice of generally concealing them,
adds the happy addrefs of fometimes letting them
be feen.

To thefe very fmall feet we may add long treffes,
which might ferve as aveil to modefty, on ac-
count of their thicknefs and colour, and their na-
tural difpofition to grow long. The women of
Lima drefs fome of their hair very high on their
heads, and the reft they fuffer to fall on their (houl-
ders in the form of ringlets, without buckling or
curling it. They are fo jealous of preferving it in
its own natural beauty, that they do not put the
leaft additional ornament to it. Pearls and dia-
monds are referved for ear-rings, for large neck-
laces, for bracelets, for rings, and for a plate of
gold fufpended on the center of the bofom by a
ribband which goes round the body. A woman
even who has no titles, and is not ennobled, feldom
goes out full-dreffed, but fhe difplays in jewels
from the value of an hundred to an hundred and
fifty thoufand livres * ; yet it is the fafhion to af-
feft an indifference for thefe trifles. It is neceffary
that a woman fhould lofe, or let fall fome of them
without "taking notice of it, that fhe fhould al-
ways have fome jewel to replace or to add. '

* On an average about 5,500I.
‘ BUT
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B U T what feduces the eyes, and raifesthegresttel| B ?”(I) K
emotion, is adrefs which leaves the bofom and ‘—p—et -
the fhoulders bare, and only defcends to half-way
the leg. From thence to the ancle falls a lace,
through which are feen the ends of garters em-
broidered with gold or filver, and ornamented with
pearls. The linen, the petticoat, the habit, all
is loaded with the fineft lace. A woman feldom
appears in public without being attended by three
or four flaves, moft of them mulatto women, in
liveries as the men are, and adorned with lace as
their miftreffes. -

THESE ladies are fond of pefumes. They are
never without amber; they fcent their linen and
their cloaths with it, and even their nofegays, as
jf there were fomething wanting to the natural
perfume of flowers. The amber is undoubtedly an
additional allurement to the men, and the flowers
impart a new attraction to the women. = With
thefe they adorn their fleeves, and fometimes their
hair, like fhepherdeffes. In the great fquare of
Lima, where there are every day fold flowers to
the amount of fixteen or twenty thoufand livres *,
ladies are feen in gilt cdafhes, purchafing what is
moft rare without regard to the price; and men in
crowds, adoring and contemplating what nature has
formed mod charming to embellifh and enchant
the dream of life.

WHERE can thefe delights be enjoyed more than
at Peru? It is the proper province of the women
to feel and communicate them. Among other

* Near S01, on an average.

pleafures
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B %? K" plsafures;the women of Lima love mufic, of which

Sen— they are extravagantly fond. Nothing is heard
on every fide but finging, ,and concerts of voca
and juftrumental mufic. They have frequent balls.
They dance here with ,furprizing lightnefs; but
they neglect the graces of the arms,, to attend to
the agility of the feet, and efpecialy to the in-
-flexions of the body; which_ are images.of the
true emotions of voluptuoufnefs, as the expreffion
of the countenance is the true accompaniment of
dancing. As the arms confpire to give grace to
the attitude, fo the ideas of pleafure are ftill more
ftrongly expreffed by the body. In countries
where thefe fenfations are moft lively, .dancing
will, agitate.the feet .and the, body more than the
arms.

SUCH are the pleafures which the women tafte
and diffufe at Lima. Among many expedients to
heighten and. preferve their charms, they have a
.cuftom which it were to be wifhed that they would
. confent to abandon, which is the ufe of limpion.
This name is given to fmall rolls of tobacco, - four
inches long and nine lines in diameter, wrapped in
the whiteft thread, from which the tobacco is
drawn out as it is ufed. The ladies only put the
. end of the limpion to theirmouth, and chew it for
a moment.

THIS maftication is particularly ufed in public
affemblies, where women receive company. . Here

“isadrawing-room, along one fide of which runs
an alcove half a foot high, and five or. fix feet
broad ; it is here that, carelefly feated, and with
croffed legs on carpets and fuperb cufhions, they

pads


file:///ifed

IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES, 555

pafs whole.days without changing their pofture BOV(?lK
even:to eat; they ufe little tables, placed before ‘et
them, for any work with which they choofe to
amufe themfelves. The men whom they admit

to their converfation fit in elbow chairs, unlefs

their adorers, from greater intimacy, are permitted

to defcend in the alcove, which is, as it were, the
fanctuary of worfhip and of the idol. Yet thefe
goddeflés love rather to be affable than haughty;

and, banifhiug ceremony, they play on the harp

and guitar, and fing and dance when they are
defired.

THEIR husbands are not the perfons who are the
chief objefts of their complaifance. As the greateft
part of the mod confiderable citizens of Lima are
devoted to their courtezans, the great heireffes are
referved for Europeans, who come over into
America. The advantage which thefe have of
making the fortunes of their husbands, naturally
prompts them to exert an authority over them:
but let them only have the fway of which they are
fojealous, and they will prove conftantly faithful.
So clofely is virtue connected with a certain de-
gree of pride!

T H E manners of the Meftees, and of the free
Mulattoes, who compofe the greateft part of the
inhabitants of Lima, and who are employed in
the arts, hardly differ from the manners of the
Spaniards. The habit they have contracted of
fleeping after dinner, and repofingone part of the
day, makes them fet a greater price upon their
labour than they ought. The time they devote to
labour muft procure them the conveniences as well

as
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as the luxuries of life, which in general they carry
to great excefs. Their wives, in particular, value
themfelvcs on the magnificence of their furniture
and drefs. They never go out but in carriages,
and imitate the ladies of thefirft rank, even with
regard to their fhoes*  They habituate therafelves
to prefs their feet very tight, in order to hide their
natural fize, which is feldom correctcd by this
management.  But though they carry their imi-
tation fo far as to form companies and affemblies
as they do, yet they never attain a perfect refem-
blance to them. Their husbands are flill further
removed from the polite manners of the European
Spaniard or the Creole, though there is but little
real merit or genius required to copy them. They
are rude, haughty, and troublefome; but thefe
faults, which are irkfome in fociety, are fcarce
ever carried to fuch exceffes or violences as to dif-
turb the public order.

T H E whole commerce of Lima is in the hands
of the Spaniards, the number of whom is from
fifteen to fixteen thoufand. The capitals they em-
ploy in trade are tmmenfe. There are not, in reality,
more than ten or twelve houfes whofe capitals
exceed two millions* ; but thofe of one million f
are very common, and of five hundred thoufand
livres ¥ ftill more fo. The defire of enjoying their
riches, the vanity of making an appearance, the
paffion of ornamenting churches, prevent the for-
tunes of the Creoles from advancing to fuch a de-
gree as the nature of things would admit. The

* 87,5001. t 43,7500 t 21875 |
European
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European Spaniards, who are folely occupied in BQ QK
purfuing the plan of returning to their country, Se—y—
fhew that with induftry and oeconomy people
may very foon enrich themfelves. Merchants,
who are in want of afliftance, are fure to find it in
the pofterity of the conquerors of Peru. If fome
of thefe diftinguifhed families have perpetuated
their fplendour by entailing their eftates upon
their eldeft fons, and by the revenues aone of
their eftates, the greateft part have only fupported
it by taking part in commercid tranfaflions. A
fpecies of induftry which is fo honourable to hu-
man nature, whofe underftanding, power, and
aftivity it enlarges, has never been deemed to
derogate from their nobility; and, in this point
alone, they have abandoned the fafe and roman-
tic idess of their anceftors. Thefe means, joined
to the immenfe depofits which come from the in-
land countries, have rendered Lima the center of
all the tranfactions which the provinces of Peru
are continually carrying on, either among them-
felves, or with Mexico and Chili, or with the
mother-country.

THE ftraits of Magellan appeared the only open
way to form this laft connection. The length of
the paffage, the terror infpired by ftormy and al-
mod unknown feas, the fear of exciting the am-
bition of other nations, the impoflibility of finding
an afylum in cafe of unfortunate accidents, and
other confiderations, perhaps, turned the genera
views towards Panama. '

THIS town, which had been the gate through
which an entrance had been gained into Peru, had

rifen
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rifen to great profperity, when in 1670 it was
pillaged and burnt by pirates. It was rebuilt on
a more advantageous fpot, at the diftance of four
or five miles from the firft. Its harbour, called
Perico, is very fecure. It is formed by an archi-
pelago confifting of forty-eight fmall iflands, and
is capable of containing the largeft fleets.

THIS place, a little while after it was founded,
became the capital of the kingdom of Terra Firma.
Some hopes were at fir ft entertained from the three
provinces of Panama, Darien, and Veragua, which
compofedit; but this profperity vanifhed inftan-
tancoufly. The favages of Darien recovered their
independence; and the mines of the two other
provinces were found to be neither fufficiently
abundant, nor of an alloy good enough, to make
it worth while to work them. Five or fix fmall
boroughs, in which are (con fome Europeans quite
naked, and a very fmall number of Indians, who
have come to refide there, form the whole of this
ftate, which the Spaniards are not alhamed of ho-
nouring with the great name of kingdom. It is
in general barren and unwholefome, and contri-
butes nothing to trade but pearls.

THE pearl fifhery is carried on in the iflands of
the gulph. The greateft part of the inhabitants
employ fuch of their negroes in it as are good
fwimmers. Thefe Haves plunge and replunge in
the fea in fearch of pearls, till this exercife has
exhaufted their ftrength or their fpirits.

EVERY negro is obliged to deliver a certain
number of oyfters. Thofe in which there are no

pearls, or in which the pearl isnot entirely formed,
are
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are not reckoned. What he is able to find be-
yond the ftipulated obligation is considered as his
iridifputable property : he may fell it to whom he
pleafes; but commonly he cedes it to his mailer
af a moderate price.

SEA monflers, which abound more about the
iflands where pearls are found than on the neigh-
bouring coafts, render this fifhing dangerous.
Some of thefe devour the divers in an inftant.
The manta fifh, which derives its name from its
figure, furrounds them, rolls them under its body,
and fuffocates them. In order to defend thcmfelves
agairtft fuch enemies, every diver is armed with a
poinard : the moment he perceives any of thefe
voracious fifh, he attacks them with precaution,
wounds them, and drives them away. Notwith-
standing this, there are always fome fifhermen de-
flroyed, and a great number crippled.

T H E pearls of Panama are commonly of a very
fine water. Some of them are even remarkable
for their fize and figure : thefe were formerly fclld
in Europe. Since art has imitated them, and the
paffion for diamonds has entirely fuperfeded or pro-
digioufly diminifhed the life of them, they have
found a new mart, more advantageous than the
firft. They are carried to Peru, where they arc
in great eftimation.

THIS branch of trade has, however, infinitely lefs
contributed to give reputation to Panama, than
the advantage which it hath long enjoyed of being
the mart of all the productions of the country of
the Incas, that are deftined for the old world.

Thefe riches, which are brought hither by a finalt
ﬂ:!{;.’,
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fleet, were carried, fome on mules, others by the
river Chagre, to Porto Bello, that is fituated on
the northern coaft of the ifthmus which feparates
the two fess

THOUGH the fituation of this town was furveyed
and approved by Columbus in 1502, it was not
built till 1584, from the ruins of Nombre de Dios.
It isdifpofed in the form of a crefcent, on the de-
clivity of a mountain which furrounds the har-
bour. This celebrated harbour, which was for-
merly very well defended by forts which Admiral
Vernon deftroyed in 1740, feems to afford an en-
trance fix hundred toifes broad; but it is fo ftrait-
ened by rocks that are near the furface of the wa-
ter, that it is reduced to avery narrow canal. Vef-
fels can only be towed intoit, becaufe they aways
experience either contrary winds or a great calm.
Here they enjoy perfeft fecurity.

THE intemperature of the climate of Porto
Bello is fo notorious, that it has been named the
gr|ve of the Spaniards, More than once thegal-
leons have been left here, becaufe they had loft
in this place the greateft part of their crew. The
Englifh, who blockaded it in 1726, would not
have been able to have returned to Jamaica, if
they had waited fome days longer. The inhabi-
tants themfelves do not Jive long, and have all a
weak conftitution. It is rather a difgrace to be
obliged to refide here.  Some negroes and mulat-
toes only are to be met with, with a fmal num-
ber of white people, fixed by the ports that the
government intrufts them with. The garri-
fgn Ufclf, though only confiding of an hundred

and
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and fifty men, docs not continue here more than BQOK
three months a one time. Till the beginning of s —cmyemad
the prefent century no woman durft lie-in here:

fee would have deemed it devoting both her chil-

dren and herfelf to certain death. It is an efta

bliftied opinion, that the domeftic animals of Eu-

rope, which have prodigioufly multiplied inall the

parts of the new world, lofe their fruitfulnefs on

coming to Porto Bello; and if we may judge by

the few that now are there, notwithftanding the
abundance of paftures, we might be induced to
believe that this opinion isnotill founded. The

plants that are tranfplanted into this fatal region,

where the heat, moifture, and the vapours, are
exceffive and continual, have never prospered. It

would take up too much time to recount all the

evils experienced here; it would be difficult to -
afign the cafes of them, and, perhaps, impoffible

to point out the remedy. '

THESE inconveniencies prevented not Porto Bello
from becoming at firft the center of the richeft
commerce that ever exifted. While the riches of
the new world arrived there, to be exchanged for
the productions of the old, the veflels that failed
from Spain, known by the name of galleons,
care hither, laden with all the articles of ne-
cefllty, convenience, and luxury, which could
tempt theproprietors of the mines.

T H E deputies for tranfacting this commerce on
both fides regulated on board the admird's fhip
the price of goods, under the infpeftion of the
commander of the fquadron and the prefident of:

VOL.IL ' OQ Peanamen
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BQ?K- Panama. The eftimate was not adjufted by the

g_“__v___, intrinfic value of each article, but by its fcarcity
or plenty. The ability of the agents.confided in
forming their combinations |b judicioufly, that
the cargo imported from Europe fhould abforb
all the treafures that were come from Peru. It
was regarded as a bad market, when there were
found goods neglected for want of money, or
money not laid out for want of goods. In this
cafe only, the Spanifh merchants were allowed to
go and traffic in the South Seas, and the Peru-
vian merchants were permitted to make remit-
tances to the mother country for their purchafes.

As foon as the prices were fettled, the traffic
commenced. This was neither tedious nor dif-
ficult ; it was carried on with the utmoft frank-
nefs. Exchanges were made with fo much ho-
nefty, that they never opened their chefts of pia-
Arcs, nor proved the contents of their bales*
This reciprocal confidence was never deceived.
There were found more than once facks of gold
mixed among facks of filver, and articles which
were not entered on the invoice. Al was exaftly
reflored beiore the departure of the galleons, or
on their return. There only happened in 1654 an
event which might have interrupted this confi-
dence. It was found in Europe, that all the
piallres, that were received at the laft fair, had a
fifth of alloy. The lofs was borne by the Spanifh
imerchants; but, as the treafurer of the mint at
Lima was known to be the author of this fraud,
the reputation of the Peruvian merchants incurred
110 difgrace.. '

- THE

ct
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T H E fair, the duration of which, on account of BQOK:
the noxious qualities of the air, was limited t0 e ww
forty days, was regularly held.” It is clear from
the adts of 1595, that the galleons muft have been
difpatched for Europe every year, or a de lateft
every eighteen months; and the twelve fleets that
failed from the fourth of Augnft 1628, to the third
of June 1645, prove that this rule was itrictly ob-
served. They returned at the end of eeven, ten,
and fometimes even eight months, with an hundred
millions * and more, in gold, filver, and goods.

THIS profperity continued without interruption
to the middle of the feventeenth century. After
the lofs of Jamaica, a confiderable contraband trade
took place, which till that time had been trifling.
The fackiog of Panama in 1670, by John Morgan
the Englifh pirate, was attended with ftill more
fatal confequences. Peru, which lent thither its
flock before-hand, now no longer tranfmitted it
till after the arrival of the galleons at Carthagena.
Delays, uncertainty, diftruft, were the confequences
of this change. The fairs were not much fre-
quented, and Smuggling increafed.

SPAIN wes threatened with a much greater evil.
The Scots in 1690 landed twelve hundred men in
the gulph of Darien. Their defigu was, to gain
the confidence of the favages whom the Caftilians
had not been able to fubdue, to arm them againft
a nation which they detefted, to form a Settlement
on their territory, to break off the communication

* 4,375,000l.
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of Cartbagena with Porto-IJello, to intercept the
gdleons, and to unite their forces with thofe of
Jamaica, in order to acquire a decifive fuperiority
in this part of the new world.

THIS plan, which had nothing chimerical in.it,
difpleafed Louis X1V . who offered to the court of
Madrid a fleet to fruftrate the defign: it difplesfed
the Dutch, who hed reafon to be afraid that this
new company would one day divide with them the
imuggling trade, which they monopolized in thefe
latitudes: it wes dfo difagreeable to Spain, which
threatened to confifcate the effefls of the fubjefts
of Great Britaiu, who traded in her dominions.
It was more particularly adarming to the Engliih,
who forcfaw, that.their colonifts would abandon
their old plantations, to go and refide on aterritory
teeming with gold; and that Scotland, growing rich,
would emerge from that kind of dependence to
which its poverty had hitherto reduced it. This
violent and univerfal oppofition determined King
William to revoke a permiffion which hisfavourites
had extorted from him. He moreover prohibited
all his colonies in the new world-from, furniftiing
either ams, provifions, or ammunition, to a rifing
fettlement, whofe ruin would infure the public
tranquillity. Thus wes ftifted in its infancy a
colony, the greatnefs of which did not gppear to
be remote, and muft have been very confiderable.

T H E Spaniards had fcarce time to rejoice at this
happy event. The eevation of a prince of France
to the throne of Charles V. kindled a genera
wa ; and, at the commencement of the firft hoftili-

ties,
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tics, the gdleons were burnt in the port of Vigo, B(\?lcl)K
wheretheimpoffibility of gaining Cediz hed forced o vmw
them to tke flicker. The communication of

Spain with Porto-Bello was then totally interrupt-

ed ; ad the South Sa hed more then ever direct

and regular connexions with foreign powers

THE pesce of Utrecht, which feamad to pro-
raife aterminaion of thefe troubles, only ferved
to incede them. Philip V. who wes foroad to
fubmit, wes compdled to withdraw the tregty of
Affiento from the French ; who being unfacoefsful
in the whole courfe of the war, and a that time
little acquainted with maritime commerce, had
enjoyed this privilege from 1702, without deriving
ay confiderable benefit from it. The French
were fuoosedad by the Englifh.

THE South Ssa company, which enjoyed an
exclufive privilege, wes to furnifh four thoufand
eight hundred Africans, ad to pay the king of
Span 160 livres * ahead for every negro. It wes
obliged to give only half for thofe it fhould import
aove this number during the twenty-five firft
yeas of the ftipulation. In the five lad it wes
prohibited to import beyond whet wes fpedfied in
the contract.

IT wes permitted to fhip from Europe, on
board veffds of an hundred and fifty tons burthen,
in the north feg, doaths, medidines provifions, and
equipment for its flaves, factors, and fhips. It
could fel al thefe goods to Spenith veffds who
might have ooccefion for them to return.

* sl
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BSIIOK ON account of the diftance, the company was

‘e s authorised to build houfes on the river of Plata,
to form lands in the neighbourhood of its factorie,
and get them cultivated by negroes or natives ; that
isto fay, by means of this mart to engrofs the
whole commerce of Chili and Paraguay.

T H E company had not lefs freedom with regard
to the South Sea. ‘It was permitted to freight at
Panama, and in all'the other ports on this coaft,
veffels of four hundred tons burthen, in order to
convey its negroes to all the coafts of Pern, to
equip them as it pleafed, to nominate the com-
manders of them, to bring back the produce of
its fales in provillons, in gold, or in filver, without
being fubjeft to any duty of import or export.
It might fend to Porto Bello, and convey from
thencé to Panama, every thing that was neceflary
for the fitting out of the fhips it fhould difpatch.

THOUGH thefe conceflions mutt have been very
difagreeable to Spain, the Englifh knew how to
avail themfelves of their fuperiority, and com-
pelled her to a ftill more painful fubmiffion. They
obtained the permiffion offending every year a
veffel laden with merchandife to the fair of Porto.
Bello. It always arrived with a thoufand tons bur-
then, inftead of five hundred which it was allowed
to carry. It was neither furnifhed with water,
nor provisions. Four or five veflels, which follow-
ed it, fupplied its wants; and frequently fub-
flituted goods in the place of fuch as had been
fold. The galleons, ruined by this competition,
were alfo greatly detrimented by every article
that the Englifh poured into their ports where they

carried
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-carried negroes. At laft, after the expedition
.of 1737, it was impoflible to fupport this com-
_merce any longer, and a flop was put to thofe
famom fairs envied by all nations, though they
.might be regarded as the common treafure of all
people. From this period Panama and Povto
Bello have aftonifhingly declined. Thefe two
.towns now only ferve as a paftage to the negroes
that are carried into the South Sea, and for fome
other inconfiderable branches of a decaying traffic.
Affairs of greater -importance have been turned
into another channel. -

ITiswellknown, that Magellan in 1520 difco-
vered the famous ftrait that bears his name, and
which feparates the extremity of South America
from Terra del Fuego. Thisftrait is computed
‘to be near an hundred and ten Jleagues long, and
in fome places lefs than a’league broad. Though
it was for along time the only paffage known into
the South Sea, the dangers incurred there caufed
it aimoft to be forgotten. The boldnefsof Drake,
the celebrated navigator, who failed by this track
to ravage the coafts of Peru, determined the Spa-
niards in 1582 to form at the ftraits of Magellan
a fertlement, deftined to become the key of this
part of the new world. This new colony perifhed
almoft entirely for want of provifions. Three
‘years after, Fernando Gomez only was left there.
who was brought back into Europe by die Eng-
lifh pirate Thomas Cavendifh.

THE lofs of this colony was not fo great an
evil as it was apprehended to be. The ftraits of
‘Magellan foon ceafed to be the road of thofepirates,
C Oo4 who
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B \9' |O K" who were urged by their mercenary views to vifit
t—w— thefe temote regions. Some bold navigators hav-
. ing doubled Cape Horn, this became afterwards

the road which the enemies of Spain -followed,
who defigned to pafs into the South Sea, It was
ftill more frequented by French veffels, during
the war which caufed fuch confufion in Europe at
the beginning of the prefent century. The ini-
poffibility which Philip V, experienced to furnifh
his colonies himfelf with provifions, emboldened
the fubjects of his grandfather to go to Peru. The
want of every thing, which the inhabitants then ex-
perienced, made the French to be received with
joy; and at firft they got a profit of eight hun-
dred per cent. Thefe enormous advantages were
not continued. The competition at lafi; was fo
confiderable, the goods fell into fuch difrepute, that
itwasimpoflible to fell them; and feverad privateers
burnt them, that they might not be obliged to
carry them back into their country. The equi-
librium was not long in re-eftablifhing itfelf; and
thefe foreign traders made advantages that were
confiderable, when the court of Madrid in 1718
took effectual mesfures to remove them from thefe
latitudes, which they had but too long frequented.
AT this time the expeditions to the South Sea
by Cape Horn were difcontinued. The Spaniards
themfelves refumed them in 1740 with tolerable
advantage. They flattered themfelves, that, at the
expiration of the treaty of Affiento, that of Peru
would refume its former activity, They muft
have been undeceived fince that time. The colony
has not furnifhed a greater quantity of bark, of
- 3 the
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thewool of the vicuna, and cocoa, than before;
and the mines proved to be fo cenfiderably di-
minished, that the annud returns in gold and
filver did not exceed feventeen millions * There
wasno part even of this fum for government; be-
saufe, though the fame duties arc eftabliflied at
Peru. as in Mexico and all the other fettlements,
the expences of adminiftration have fwallowed up
the whole.

AFFAIRS were not conducted with more know-
ledge, probity, and ceconomy, in the vice-royalty
of New Grenada, which wes feparated from that
of Peru. This new dominion, which was formed
in 1718, extends dong the South Sea from Panama

to the gulph of Guayaquil; along the north fea
- from Mexico to the river Oroonoko ; and runs fo
far back into land, that it comprehends an im-
jnenfe territory.

THE numerous provinces, that compofe this
great government, are covered with immenfe fo-
refts, feparated by high mountains, and abound-
ing with uncultivated lands. Thefe vaft regions
have not been entirely fubdued. Here favages
areto bemet with in all parts, who have no other
peffion but that of fnrprifing and maflacring the
Spaniards.  Such even of the Indians, who have
been forced to fubmit to the yoke, have vowed an
implacable hatred againft their tyrants. Their
firft concernis, to perpetuate this animofity in their
family. They inceffantly cal to their children's
Remembrance the calamities which marked the firft

* Near 744,000!.
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arrival of the deftroyers of the new world, ami
that fanguinary fpirit which hath never ceafed to
animate their fucceffors.

AT the time of the conqueft, this country was
inhabited by an infinite number of nations that

.were not populous, the greateft part of whom led
‘awandering life, and were moft of them ferocious

and indolent. The men here were more active,
the women more beautiful and fair, than in the
neighbouring climates. The country being at a
confiderable diftance from any of the great rivers,
twenty, thirty, and forty leagues may fometimes
be croffed without meeting with a hut. Since the
time of the invafion, this fcanty population hath
fcarce fuffered any diminution; becaufe there has
been no deftrudtive labour carried on there, and
that the fubjected people have not been condemned

“towork in the mines. It is feklom that anything

is exacted from them befides the tribute impofed.

" Some pay thiswith provifions; others with gold,

which they find in the torrents or rivers. There
are others who fulfil this kind of obligation from
the profits they make on certain European goods,
which they fell to the Indians who have not yet
been fubduech
T H E country of Quito, which hath been incor-
porated with what is called the new kingdom, is
the belt known and the moft agreeable part of it.
Nothing, for inffance, can be compared to the
valley formed between the double chain of the
Cordeleras mountains. _
IN the center of the torrid zone, and even
immediately under the equator, all the beauties
of
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of fpring are here inceffantly enjoyed.*- The mild-
nefs of the air, the equality of day and night,
yield a thoufand delights in a country which the
fun furrounds with a girdle of fire. It is preferred
to the climate of the temperate zones, where the
change of the feafons occafions fenfations too much
oppofite not to be inconvenient from that very in-
equality. Nature appears to have combined, under
the line that covers fo many fess and fo little land,
a multitude of circumftances which confpire to
moderate the ardent heat of the fun : thefe are the
elevation of the globein this fummit of itsfphere;
the vicinity of mountains of immenfe height and
extent, and always covered with fnows; and con-
tinual winds which refrefh the country the whole
year, by interrupting the force of the perpendicu-
lar rays of heat. The whole univerfe would not af-
ford a more agreeable retreat than the territory
of Quito, if fo many advantages were not counter-
balanced by fome inconveniences.

AT one or two o'clock after noon, the time
when the morning, which is amoft adways very
fine, ends, the vapours begin to rife, and the iky
is covered with gloomy clouds, which are changed
into florins.  Then the whole atmofphere is illu-
minated, and gppears to be fet on fire by light-
ning; and the thunder makes the mountains re-
found with a terrible noife. To thefe may be
added dreadful earthquakes, which fometimes hap-
pen; at other times rain or funfhine prevaillswith-
out intermiflion for fifteen days together ; and then
there is an univerial conflernation. The excefs

of
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of moifture fpoils what is fown, and drought pro-

- duces dafrgerous difeafes.

BUT, excepting when thefe unhappy acci dents
which art very rate, take place, the climate of
Quito is one of the mod wholefome. The air is
generally fo pare, that thofe naufeous infects are
there unknown which diftrefs the greateft pkrt of
the provinces of America. Though licentiouftrefs
and neglect render venereal complaints here al-
raoft general, the people fuffer very little from
them. Thofe who have inherited this contagious
diftemper, or who have acquired it, grow old equal-
ly without danger and without inconvenience.

THE fertility of the foil anfwers to the mildnefs
of theclimate. The moifture and the action of
the fun being continual, and aways fufficient to
unfold and ftrengthen the fhoots, the agreeable
picture of the three moft beautiful fesfons of the
year is continually prefented to the eye. In pro-
portion as the grafs withers, frefh grafs fprings

~up; and the enamed of the meedows is hardly

paft, but it appears afrefh. The trees are incef-
iantly covered with green leaves, adorried with
odoriferous flowers, and dways laden with fruit;
the colour, form, and beauty of which are at once
exhibited in all their feveral progreffive ftatesfrom
their firft appearance to their maturity. The corn
advances in the fame progreflion of fertility that is
aways renewing. At one view one may behold
the new-fown feed fpringingup, fome that isgrown
larger and fpiked with ears, fome turning yellow,
and fome under the reaper's fickle. The whole
year is paffed in fowing and reaping, within-the

' compaf's
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compafs of the fame field, or the fame horizon. BO(?K
This conftant variety depends on the, Situation Of ‘e
the mountains, hillocks, plains, and valleys.

THIS plenty of corn, maize, fugar, flocks, and
all provisions, and the low price at which the im~
poffibility of exporting them neccffarily keeps
them, hes funk the whole province, efpecialy the
capital, in the greateft idienefs and diforder.

QUITO, which was conquered by the Spanlards
in 1534, and isbuilt on the declivity of the famous
mountain of Pitchincha in the Cordeleras, may
have fifty thoufand inhabitants, the greateft part
of whom are abandoned to fhameful and habitual
.debauchery. Though fuch manners are common
in all the Spanifh colonics, they have not been car-
ried in any other fpot to the fame excefs of cor-
ruption. Among the various paffions which have
.there been indulged with the moft licentious free-
dom, that of gaming has aways been molt de-
finitive in its confequences.

THOUGH - it is prohibited by law to carry a
~poniard, yet the meftees, free negroes, or flaves,
are feddom without one. Thus it is that every
week, and amoft every day, is marked by affafu-
nation** The abufe of thofe afylums, which fe-
cure impunity to fuch horrid acts, is the princi-
pal caufe of thefe difturbances. It is to be hoped
that the excefs of the evil will point out the ne-
ceffity of a remedy.

THE mother-country continually |mputes to this
depravity of- manners the ruin of thofe. gold and
filver mines that were opened at the time of the
conqueft, and the neglect of thofe that have been

fince
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BOOK fincegradually difcovered. The province, it is
n..\lll..., afferted, might apply to this kind of induftry

with fo much the more fuccefs, as it is better
peopled with Indians and Spaniards than. any -other
country of the new world, and derives from it-
felf prodigious plenty of excellent provifions,
which in other parts muft be brought from agreat
diftance, and at a very confiderable expence. Then
this country, formerly fo opulent, might again
rife to its former ftate, and refume a luflre which
prejudice and the turn of the place will aways
prevent its deriving from its own agriculture and
manufactures.

THE Spaniards born at Quito, and thofe that
are fent from Europe to take upon themfelves the
government of it, find thefe reproachesill found-
ed. Their general opinion is, that the mines of
this province are not fufficiently rich to defray the
charge of working them. We cannot pretend to
decide this point. Yet, if we only refleft on the
ardour that thefe conquerors have aways mani-
fefted for this fpecies of riches, which, without any
labour on their part, coft them nothing but the
blood of thofe who were in poffeffion of it, we
may venture to conclude, that nothing but an en-
tire impoflibility, founded on experience, could
determine this nation to deny itfelf the purfuit of
its natural inclinations, and refift the urgent foli-
citations of the mother-country.

THE province of Quito has endeavoured to
make up the deficiency of its mines by the pro-
duce of its manufactures. A prodigious quantity
of hats, common cloth, light fluffs, and baize, is

made
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made here. Exclusive of its home confumptidn,
it exported annually for-along time to the amount
of fiveor fix millions of livres*. With this affift-
ance it has- been enabled to pay for the wines,
brandies, and oils, that it was never allowed to
draw from its own territory ; for the dried and
falted fifh which was brought from the coafts; for
the foap which is made at Truxillo from the
fat of goats, which have exceedingly multiplied
there; for the iron ufed in all its works of agri-
culture; and for all thofe articles of luxury itwas
fupplied with from the old world.  This traffic has
diminished more than one half. At all times -the
inhabitants of the province kept up the pride of
dreffing in European cleth, known throughout all
America by the name of the cloth of Caftille.
This tafte is become general fince the regifter
fhips have been fubftituted to che galleons. The
facility of being continually fuppliecl with thefe
fluffs, and of getting them at a lower price, has
ruined the manufactures of Quito, which has been
reduced to extreme wretchednefe.

THE country will never emerge from this ftate
of poverty by its connections with Spain, to which
it furnifhes nothing but bark. The tree which
yields this famous remedy is feldom more than
two toifes and a half high; itstrunk and branches
are of a proportional thicknefs: it grows in forefte
proraifcuoufly amongft many other plants, and is
propagated by feeds which fall to the ground of
ihemfelves. The only valuable part of it is its

- On an average about 240,000 |
bark,
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bark, which is no otherwife prepared than by
'drying it. The thickeft was dways preferred, till
fome accurate experiments mede in England, and
frequently repeated, have fhewn that the thinneft
bark wes the moft efficacious.

IT was long believed that the bark tree was
only found on the territory of Loxa, a town
that was founded in 1546 by captain Alonfo de
Mercadillo. That which was in the higheft efti-
mation grew two leagues to the fouth of this place
on the mountain of Cajanuma; and it is not more
than fifty years ago that fome merchants endea
voured to prove by certificates that the bark
which they fold came from this famous place.
This medicine hes lately been difcovered in the
neighbourhood of Riobamba, Cuenca, and fome
other countries, all in the province of Quito.

THE bark was known at Romein 1639. The
Jefuits, who had brought it thither, diftributed
it gretis to the poor, and fold it at an exorbitant
price to the rich. The year following, John de
Vega, phyfician to a vice-queen of Peru, who had
experienced the falutary efléfls of it, eftabliflied it
in Spain a an hundred crowns a pound *. This
remedy foon acquired great reputation, which it
maintained till the inhabitants of Loxa, not being
able to fupply the demands that were made on
them, thought of mixing other barks with that
which there was fo much demand for. This fraud
dimimfhed the confidence that had been placed in'
the bark, and confequently its price. The mea

* About 13|
_ fures,
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fures, which the court of Madrid employed to B\?”OK
remedy fo dangerous an impofition, Were Not eN-' sy
tirely fuecefdful.  The late difcoveries muft have
rendered this production fo common, that it does
not appear probable that it will be adulterated any
more. =
IT isagenerally received opinion, that the na-
tives of the country very antiently knew the ufe of
the bark. It isfaid, that they infufed it a whole
day in water, and gave the liquor to afick man to
drink without the grounds. The fear- of revealing
fo falutary a remedy to the Spaniards, their tyrants,
made them renounce it themfeves. They had fo
thoroughly loft the remembrance of it, that they
imagined it was ufed in Europe only for dyinge
Juffieu, a French botanift, informed them of the
contrary about thirty years ago. He taught them -
to diftinguifli the indifferent fort of bark from the
good, and from the moft excelent of its kind;
and accuftomed them to have recourfe, as we have, -
to its fpecific virtue in intermitting fevers®

THESE people have not paid the fame attention
to the advice of intelligent perfons who -were de-
firous of perfuading them to cultivate cochineal*
This isfound, in certain countries of the province,
fimilar in every refpect to the cochineal of New
Spain. It is employed in the manufactures of
Loxa and Cuenca ; to which crcumftance may be
afcribed the fuperiority of ther fluffs and carpets
to thofe of Quito, where it is not ufed. If the
Spaniards can ever be rouzed from their inactivity
to purfue this fpedes of indufiry, they will open
to themfdves a new branch of commerce with

VOL.II. Pp Europe,



578  HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTSAND-TRADE

B(\DH(')K Europe, which.they may enlarge, if they pleafe,
“e. by the produce of cinnamon.

TOWARDS the edftern fide of the Corddleras are
fituated the countries of Quixos and Macas, which
were fubdued in 1559, and annexed to the province
of Quito. There ae only fome fcattered and
mifcrable villages there. The firft of thefe coun-
tries was never of any ufe to the mother country ;
and the fecond hath cedsfed to be fo, fince the in-
furrection of: the Indians hath occafioned the rich .
mines, which had been opened there, to be aban-
doned. Both produce cinnamon, which is in
common ufe in Peru, and which might be much
further extended, if proper attention were bellowed
upon the cultivation of it.

. * TILL the province of Quito (hall avail itfelf of
%nh:gg its own natural advantages, the riches of New
" Grenada are limited to the metds of Popayan and
Chaco, two provinces that were conquered in 1536.
The barrennefs of thefe countries at firft induced
the Spaniards to form no very favourable opinion
of their acquifition ; but fome important difcoveries
foon ftamped a vaue on them. Gold mines were
found, which are fo much the more advantageous,
as the working of them is neither expenfive, dif-
ficult, nor hazardous.

THE oreisfcattered and mixed with the earth
and gravel: this mixtureis conveyed into a large
refervoir, where it is pounded till the lighteft parts
efcgpe from the refervoir by a pipe which ferves to
carry off thewater. Then the workmen take the
heavy matter, that is to fay, the fand and ore
-which remain at the bottom, and put it into wooden

buckets,
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buckets, which they turn circularly with a quick BQOK
and uniform motion. They change the water, e —m
and continue to feparate the light matter from the

heavy. At laft there remains at the bottom of

thefe tubs nothing but gold cleared of all the ex-
traneous bodies with which it had been combined.

It is generally found in duft, fometimes in grains

of different fizest The fame operation is repeated

in the fecond and third refervoirs, that are placed

under the firft to receive the light parts of the gold

that may have been carried away from the firfl:

bafon by the running of the water. Some of the
workmen are employed in wafhing it, while others

dig up the ore and carry it away. The labour is

never interrupted.

THESE works are carried on by about eight
thoufand blacks. Thefe flaves, who are never
employed in mines of any depth, becaufe the cold
there kills them, are referved for thofe which are
near the furface of the earth. They may every
where be employed without endangering their life:
they are preferred to the Indians, who have lefs ca-
pacity and ftrength than they have, and efpecially .
lefs of that good-will which gives ftrength and
capacity. It is univerfally the cuftom in Popayan
and Chaco, that they deliver every day to their
niafter a certain portion of gold ; what they can
colleft above this quantity belongs to themfelves,
- as well as what they find on thofe days that are
confecrated to religion and reft, on which they are
the matters of their Ieifu_re—tim_e, Bu-.condition that
during the feftival they maintain themfelves. This
agreement puts.the moft laborious, the moft frugal,

Pp2 and
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and the moft happy among them in a condition
of purchafing fooner or later their liberty. Then
they intermix in marriage with the Spaniards; and
the two ' nations now form only one and the fame
people. : . '

THE produce of their induftry is carried to
Santa Fé of Bogota, which was built in 1536 by
Gonfalvo Ximenes de Quefeda in a place where
he arrived from the north feaby the river of Mag-
deleng, precifely at the fame time as Sebaftian de
Benalcazar came there from Popayan. Some vio-
lent contefts immediately arofe concerning the
boundaries between thefe two conquerors, which
terminated in favour of Quefeda. The city which
he had built became the capital of the new king-
dom of Grenada, where in procefs of time were
formed the towns of Marequitta, Pampeluna, To-
cayma, and fome others lefs confiderable.

THIS colony weas indebted for its firft profperity
to the emerald, a precious ftone, which is trans
parent and of a green colour, and which has no
greater degree of hardnefs than the rock cryftal.

SoME countries of Europe furnifh emeralds, but
they are of a very imperfect kind, and in little
eftimation.

IT was for along time believed that emerads of
a bright green came from the Eaft Indies, and it
is on this account that they have been caled ori-
emal. Thisopinion has been rejetted, fince it
has been found impoffible to tell the places where
they were formed. It isnow certain that Afiahes *
never fold us any of thefe jewels, except what fhe
herfelf had received from the new world.

1 - THESE
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-THESE beautiful emeralds belong certainly .to B%‘RK

America alone. The firft conquerors of Peru ‘e
found a great quantity of them, which they broke
on anvils, from a perfuafion they had that they
would not break if they were fine. This lofs be-
came the more fenfibly felt through the impof-
fibility of difcbvering the mine from whence the
Incas had.drawn fo much treafure. The moun- :
tains of New Granada at lad fupplied this defi- °
ciency ; they furnifhed a great quantity of emeralds, .
which were carried to Europe, from whence they -
were diffufed throughout the whole world.

T H E Spanifti hiftorians fpeak with enthufiafm
of the emeralds and metals which this colony
originally furnifhed. @ Some make the produce
amount to fums which would even aftonifh perfons
who have the greateft propenfity to the marvellous.
Exaggeration, perhaps, has never been carried fo
far. If the fabulous reports that were raifed had -
only been approaching to the truth, the colonics
would have multiplied in proportion to their riches,
as it hath happened in all the fettlements the opu-
lence of which has never been doubtful. This
populoufnefs does not exift, and no cera can be .
alledged in which there were any remarkable
emigrations. '

L E T thisbeasit may, thefe countries, which are
fuppofed formerly to have been fo renowned, are
fallen into the greateft obfcurity ; if Santa Fe has
in feme degree been refcued from oblivion, it does
not derive this advantage from its productions,
which are reduced to a fmall quantity of tobacco, of
an indifferent quality, that is difpofed of in the'in-

Pp3 land
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land country ; to alittle corn, Wwhich ferves to fup-
ply Carthagena with provifion of this kind ; and
to afmall number of emeralds, and alittle quan-
tity of gold, furniflied by the valley of Neyva.
The attention {till beftowed upon it is in confe-
guence of the happinefs it has of being the feat of
government, the center of all bufinefs, and the
mart of the riches of Popayan and Chaco.

THESE riches are carried on mules for five
hundred leagues, and embarked at Honde on the
river of Magdalena, upon fmall veflels. After a
few days failing, they enter into a channel formed
by nature, and enlarged about the middle of the
laft century, which brings them to Carthagena. In
the feasfons when thte channel is without water,
and through the negligence of government it will
foon be without it in all feafons, the voyage is car-
ried on upon the river, till they arrive at three
daysjourney from this celebrated town, which they
afterwards travel to by land. '

THE place where Carthagena is d; prefent
fituated, was difcovered in 1502 by Baftidas, who
would have fettled there, if he had not been re-
pulfed by the favages. Several adventurers, who
followed his footfteps, experienced the fame refift-
ance. At laft Heredia appeared in 1527, with a
force fufficient to reduce them. He built and
peopled the town.

T H E profperity of this fettlemept drew thither
in 1544 fome French pirates, who pillaged it. In
1585 it was burnt by the celebrated Drake, Poin-
tis took it and ranfomed it in 1697. Admiral

Vernon
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Vernon was obliged in 1741 to raifethefiegeof it,
though he had undertaken it with twenty-five
ihips of the line, fix fire-fhips, two bomb-ketches,

BOOK
VI,

and as many land forces as were fufficient to con- |

quer all America.

AFTER fo many revolutions, Carthagena now
fubfifts in fplendour in a peninfula of fand, which
isjoined to the continent only by two narrow necks
of land, the broadeit of which is not thirty-five
toifes. Its fortifications are regular. Nature has
placed at a little diftance a hill of tolerable height,
on which the citadel of St. Lazarus has been built.
In time of peace thefe works are defended by a
garrifon of between fix and feven hundred men.
The town is one of the bed built, the moft regular
and beftdtfpofed, of any in the new world. It may
contain twenty-five thoufand fouls. Of this num-
ber the Spaniards form the ftxth part; the negroes,
Indians, and fevera races compofed of mixtures
of an'infinite variety, make up the remainder.

THIS mixture is more common a Carthagena
than in the other Spanifh colonies. A multitude
of adventurers without employment, without for-
tune, -and without recommendations, are continually
reforting to this place. In a country where they
are totally unknown, no citizen can venture to
repofc any confidence in their fervices, they are
deftined to fubfift wretchedly on the ams of the
convents, and to lie in the corner of "a fquare, or
at the gate of a church. If the afflictions they ex-
perience in this miferable ftate bring fome violent
dh'eafe upon them, they are commonly &ffifted by
che free negro women, whofe care and kindnefs

Ppd4 they
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BROK they requite by marrying therm  Such who have
‘s NOt the happinefs of being in a fituation dreadful
enough to excite the compaffion of the women,
are obliged to retire to fome village, to live there
by cultivating the ground, and reaping the fruit
of their laboursj which the haughty lazinefs of the
* inhabitant confiders as the utmoft ignominy. In
reality, indolence is carried fo far, that men and
women who are wealthy feldom quit their ham-

mocks, and that but for a little time.

Two celebrated Spaniards have judged the cli-
mate to be one of the principal caufes of this in-
aftivity. The heat is exceflive and continual at
Carthagena. - The torrents of water, which are
inceffantly pouring down from the month of May
to November, have this peculiarity, that they never
cool the air, which is fometimesalittle moderated
in the dry fesfon by the north-eaft winds. The
night is as hot as the day. An habitual perfpira-
tioq gives the inhabitants the pale and livid colour
of fickly perfons. Even when they are in perfect
health their motions partake of the foftnefs of
the climate, which evidently relaxes their fibres.
This indolence manifefts itfelf even in their words,

. which are aways uttered flowly, and with alow
. voice. Thofe who come hither from Europe pre-
" fervetheir frefh complexions and plumpnefs three
- or four mopths, They afterwards lofe both, by
falling into inceflant fweats. '

THIS date is the fore-runner of an evil ftill more
dreadful, but the nature of which is little known.
It is conjectured that fome perfons are affected
~with it from catching cold,, others from indigeftion.

It
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It manifefts itfelf by vomiting, accompanied with B O OK
fo violent a delirium, that the patient muft be L_V_Il__,
confined, to prevent him from tearing himfelf to
pieces. He often expires in the midft of thefe
agitations, which feldom laft above three or four
days. Thofe who have efcaped this danger ar
firft, run no rifque for the future. We are affured
from the teftimony of men of underftanding, that
even upon their return to Carthagena, after along
abfence, they have nothing to fear.

THIS town and its territory exhibit the fpeftacle
of a hideous leprofy, which indifcriminately at-
tacks both natives and flrangérs. The philofo-
phers, who have attempted to afcribe this caa
mity to the eating of pork, have not confidered
that this diftemper is unknown in the other coun-
tries of America, where this kind of food is not
lefs common. To prevent the progrefs of this
diftemper, an hofpital has been founded in the
country. All perfons who are fuppofed to be at-
tacked with it arefliut up here, without diftindtion
of fex, rank, or age. The benefit of fo wife an
eftablifliment is loft through the avarice of the
governors, who, without being deterred by the
danger of fpreading the difeafe, fuffer the poor to
go in and out to beg. Thusit is that the number
of the fick is fo great, that the inclofure of the
dwelling is of an immenfe extent. Every one .
there enjoys a little fpot of ground that is marked :
out for him on his admiffion. There hebuilds an *
abode fuitable to his fortune, where he lives in
tranquillity to the end of hisdays, which are often :
long, though unhappy, This diforder fo power-

' fully -
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fully excites that paffion which is the ftrongeft

‘——+ Of all others, that it has been judged neceflary to

permit marriage to fuch as are afflicted with it.
This is, perhaps, increafing the paffion by in-
creafing the means of fatisfying it. Thefe defires
appear to be irritated by the very gratification of
them, they increafe by their very remedies, and
are reproduced by each other. The wretchednefs
of beholding this ardent difeafe, which infers the
blood, perpetuated in the children, hath given
way to the dread of other diforders that are, per-
haps, chimerical.

IF we were lefs acquainted with the negligent
difpofition of the Spaniards, we might perfuade
them to make an experiment, which, probably,
would be attended with fuccefs. There are fome
people in Africa that are fituated nearly under the
fame latitude, who have a cuftom of rubbing the
body with an oil that is expreffed from the fruit
of atree that islike the palm. This oil isof a
difagreeable fmell, but has the falutary property
of flopping the pores of the fkin, and checking
the fweats which the heat of the climate would
render exceffive, efpecialy during three months of
the year, in which a dreadful cam dflicts thefe
countries.  If afimilar method were tried at Car-
thagena, perhaps the leprpfy might be retrained,
or even totally abolifhed. We know that thofe

- who are atacked with this difeaie perfpire no

longer, and that their Ikin is hard and fcaly.
Would it be repugnant to the principles of found
philofophy, to attribute it to too copious a per-

+ fpiration, which impoverifhes the fibres of the

fkin,
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fkin, and renders them incapable of performing B(\?l(l)K
.their fundtions? The ufe of an oil or greafe fitto _ __
diminifh this extreme degree of perfpiration, and
at the fame time prevent its total fuppreffion,
feems to be the method indicated by nature to

guard againft the calamity we are now fpeaking of.

" NOTWITHSTANDING thisdiftemper, thebadncfs
of the climate, and many other inconveniences,
Spain hath always { hewed a great predilection for
Carthagena, on account of its harbour, one of the
bell that is known. It is two leagues in extent,
and has a deep and excellent bottom. There is
lefs agitation there, than on the mod calm river.
The paffage to it formerly was folely by the canal
of BoccaChica. Thiswas fo narrow, that only
one veflel could pafs, .without being expofed to
the crofs batteries of forts erefied on both fides.
The Englifti in 1741 having deftroyed the fortifi-
cations that defended this pAffage, it was fhut up
by the Spaniards. An antient canal was opened,
which was difpofed in fuch a manner, that it will
not be eafy for an enemy's fquadron to force it.
This is the way by which all veffds now enter
into the harbour.

AT the time that the trade of Peru was carried
on by the galleons, thefe veflels failed to Cartha-
gena before they went to Porto Bello, and vifited
it again on their return. In the firlt voyage,
they depofited the merchandife that was neceffary
for the interior provinces, and received the price
of it in the fecond. This arrangement difpleafect
the merchants of Lima, who pretended that when
they came back from the fair, they found ag theiir

ountryr
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-country provided with the fame things which

they had been to fetch at agreat diftance. They
petitioned, and they obtained that Carthagena
fliould not be flocked till after Porto Bello.

BY this reftridtion the provinces of Santa F&,
Popayan, and Quito, were reduced, either to
draw at a great expence and with great hazard
what-they wanted from the fair itfelf, or to con-
tent themfelves with the refufe of it. This ar-
rangement, which continued feveral years, was
extremely difpleafing to them. In 1730 a fcheme
was devifed, which feemed proper to reconcile the
differences. It was agreed that things fliould be
re-eftablifhed on the old footing; but that at the
arrival of the galeons the traffic of European
goods fhould cegfe between the two vice-royalties.
Spain had not yet meade fufficient progrefs in the
knowledge of political oeconomy, to be fenfible
how far fuch aregulation was contrary to reafon
and to her intereft.

T H E fuppreffion of the galleons made no change
in this matter. The veffds which fucceffively
come to Carthagena, to fupply New Grenadawith
provifions, do not annually carry away above five
millions*. Thofe who know that there is more
than double this fum coined in the mint of Santa
Fe, the only money that exifts in the country
fince that of Popayan was fuppreffed, and who
cannot alfo be ignorant that all the gold which the
mines produce cannot poffibly be coined there,
will be amazed at the fmallnefs of thefe returns.
But their aftonifhment will cedfe, if they confider

Not quite 219,000l.
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the quantity of gold that is fraudulently exported. B QOK
Smuggling is carried on in feveral places on the '
coaft. The riches of Chaco are chiefly conveyed.
away by the river of Atrato, which falls into the
gulph of Darien; and thofe of Popayan by the
different mouths of the Magdalena, which it is
impoffible to guard. Spain will never fucceed in
breaking thefe fmuggling connections, unlefs fhe
abandons her former prejudices. A more rational
fyftem would not only fecure to her the treafures
fhe is likely to lofe, but would afo give a new
value to the only lands of the viceroyalty that are
cultivated with emolument to the mother-country.

BETWEEN the rivers of Magdalena and Oroono- Remarks
ko is a long fucceffion of coafts which occupy an 35, e

immenfe fpace. Thefe were difcovered in 1499 by [ituated
Ojeda, John de la Cafas, and Americus Vefputius, the rivers
who landed with four fhips at a place which they Maddale
caled Venezuela, from the refemblance it ap- Oroonoko.
peared to them to havewith Venice. Thefettle-
ments which thefe adventurers and their followers
attempted on the continent, were not formed with
the fame edfe as thofe in the iflands. The la-
vages, who were accuftomed to make war upon
one another, refifted them with a degree of oppo-
fition that was fometimes obftinate. At laft thefe
fmall detached nations, which by their natural dif-
pofition, or theftate of war they lived in, had rare-
ly any fixed abode, took the refolution either of
removing themfelves far back into the inland coun-
tries, or of fubmitting.

A CONSIDERABLE number of fmall towns were
then built, the moft famous of which were Cu-
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mana, Caraccas, Verina,- Coro; Maracaybo, and
Saint Martha. In the territory of fome of thefe
were found mines of gold, which at firft were
worked. Their produce in the beginning was
pretty confiderable; but thisiuccefs was only tran-
fitory. Whether this arofe from there being little
gold in them, or, as ismoft probable, that moft of
them were only the branches of mines, it foon be-
cane neceffary to abandon them. In the fettle-
ments that were deftitute of mines, the Spaniards,
thirfting after gold and blood, went into the in-
ternal parts of the country to maffacre the Indians,
or wreft from them what they had collected of that
valuable fand in their rivers, in order to compofe
various ornaments of it. The laft refource of thefe
defperate men was to make flaves, in order to ex-
port them into the iflands that their barbarity had
depopulated.

L A CASAS was incenfed at this horrible con*
duct. In 1519, he propofed to form a colony on
this coaft, in which no one fhould be able to fettle
but with his confent. His colonifts were to be
cloathed in fuch a manner, as to make it believed
that they did not belong to the nation which had
rendered itfelf fo odious. Their apparel was to
be white, with a crofs of the fame colour, and
nearly the figure of that of Calatrava. He affirm-
ed, that with thefe kind of knights, and with
miffionaries inftructed by himfelf, he fhould be
able, without war, violence, or flavery, to form
connections with the favages, to civilize them,
to ftablilh agriculture, -and even to work the
mines that might be difcovered. His ambition:

/ was
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was confined to obtaining for his expence the B

591

O OK
VI

twelfth of what the government fhould draw from Sy

the countries whofe felicity he thus anxioufly
ftudied.

THIS plan was too favourable to mankind not
to be regjected. The ambitious, who govern’ftates
and . nations, confider them as mere objefts of
trade, and treat as chimerical every thing that
tends to the improvement and happinefs of the
human fpecies. Charles V. mortgaged the pro-
vince of Venezuela, fituated in the midft of the
coaft we are now fpeaking of, to the family of the
Welfers. Thefe rich merchants of Ausburg in
1528 fent thither four hundred and fourfcore
Germans, who in avarice and ferocity furpaffed all
perfons that had before appeared in the new world.
Hiftory accufes them of having maffacred or
caufed to be deftroyed a million of Indians. Their.
tyranny ended by a horrible cataftrophe, and they
were never replaced. It was confidered as a hap-
pinefs, that the country which they had laid wafte
fhould return under the Spanifh dominion.

UNFORTUNATELY the fcenes of horror, which
the Germans had exhibited, were renewed by
Carjaval, who was appointed to the government:
of this unhappy country. This monfter, it is
true, loft his head on a fcaffold ; but the punifli-
ment did not recall from the grave the victims
he had facrificed. The depopulation was fo com-
plete* that in 1550 a great number of negroes
were imported from Africa, on whom the hopes
of an unbounded prosperity were founded. » The
habit of tyranny made the Spaniards treaty thefe

‘\flaves
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BooOK flareswithfuchfeverity, that they revoked. Their
rebellions fumiflied a pretext for maffacring all
the males; and this colony once more became a
defert, in which the alies of negroes, Spaniards,
Indians, and Germans, were intermixed. Vene-
zuelafell again into that total oblivion which afo
involved the provinces that are in the vicinity of
the Oroonoko and the Magdalena, though the ex-
tent, excellence, and variety of their foil, might
have invited the mother country to derive feveral
productions from them, and for the moft part
‘very rich ones. The center of this extenfive coaft
is employed in cultivating cocoa.

T HE cocoatree is of a middling fize, and is
propagated from feeds, which are fown at certain
diftances. When it begins to (hoot, it divides
into three, four, five, or fix trunks, according
to the vigour of the root. In proportion as it
grows, its branches, which are aways very far
from one another, bend towards the earth. Its
leaves, which are long and fmooth, have an agree-
able fmell, terminate in a point, and refemble,
if they were glofly, thofe of the orange tree.
From the ftem, aswell as from the branches, rifes
ajonquil flower, the piftil of which contains the
husk that inclofes the fruit. This husk, whichis
of the figure of a melon, and is pointed and di-
vided into portions that are ftrongly marked,
grows to the length of about fix or feven inches,
and the breadth of four or five, and inclofes be-
tween twenty and thirty fmall almonds. It is
green during its growth; then it turns yellow;
whichis aproof that its fruit begins to have fome,

dayee
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degree of firmnefs. As foon as it acquires the 59||0K3
colour of deep mufk, it mult he gathered, and sw— —
dried immediately. Every feed of the cocoa is

found inclofed in the divisions of the membranes

of the hulk. Two crops are made annually,

which are equal in qualify and quantify.

T H E cocoa tree, which begins to reward the
labour of the cultivator at the end of two or three
years, requires a moift ground. If it wants water,
it produces no fruit, withers, and dies. A fhade,
to fhelter it continually from the heat of the fun,
is not lefs neceffary to it. It ought to be furround-
ed with ftrong trees, that under the flicker of them
it may flourifh. The culture it further requires is
neither laborious nor expenfive. It is fufficieut to
extirpate the grafs around it. Which would de-
prive it of its nourifhment.

THOUGH the cocoa tree is fuccefsfully culti-
vated in feveral countries of America, and even
grows naturally in others, it fucceeds in no part
of it fo well as on the coaft we are defcribfcg;
All the parts of America gather a little, but it
only becomes an important object on the terriory
of Caraccas. It is reckoned that the crop of this
valuable fruit produces more than a hundred
thonfand fanegas of one hundred and ten pounds
each. The country of Santa Fé confumes twenty
thonfand; Mexico a little more; the Canaries a
fmall cargo ; and Europe from between fifty to
fixty thoufand. = The cultivation of this plant
~ employs ten or twelve thoufand negroes. Such‘of
-them, who in procefs of time have obtained their

Vol. li Qq liberty,
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liberty, have built the little town of Nirva, where
they will not admit any white people.

T H E commerce of Caraccas, to which the bay
of Guaira at two leagues from it ferves for a har-
bour, was a long time open to all the fubjects of
the Spanifh monarchy, and is fo ftill to the Ame-
ricans. The Europeans ae not fo well treated.
In 1728, a company was formed at Saint Seba
flian, which obtained an exclufive right of main-
taining connexions with this part of the new
world. Four or five fhips, which they difpatch
every year, fail from thence, but they return to
Cadiz. The fanega of cocoa, which feldom in
the colony cofts more than thirty-five livres*, that
are paid in merchandifc, is delivered in Spain at
the fixed price of ope hundred and ninety-nine
livres . There is no price fettled for the little
cotton, indigo, and leather, which come from this
part of the new world.
~ WHEN we confider that this is all the produce
of a codaft which is nipe hundred leagues long, and
twenty, thirty, and forty deep, in a foil very often
highly fufceptible of cultivation', it is impoffible
not to be feized with aftoniihment and indignation.
If Spain would take effectua mesfures to bellow
marks of diftinction on all perfons who are em-
ployed in ufeful labours, the plunderers who now
acquire at Saint Martha a miferable fubfiftence by
fmuggling on the river de la Hacha, and in other
places, would then apply themfelves to agricul-

*il.10s 7d %, T About 8L 14s.
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ture. To that fpirit of deftruction, which has B l?K
hitherto been the bafis of her policy, if fhe would s
fubftitute the principles of moderation and huma-

nity, we fhould then behold the Motilones, the
Guajaros, and all the favages that furround her

back fcttlements, or who intercept their commu-
nication, haften to form conneftions, which will

become neceffarily and reciprocally ufeful. Then

the provinces, that are fituated between Magda-

lena and Oroonoko, will rife to that degree of
fplendor for which they are deftined by nature.

They will excd in rich and various productions a

great number of colonics, whofe fertility has been
celebrated for fo long a time. Thefe important

objects are fo evident, that it would be ufdefs to
enlarge upon them any further. We fhali there-

fore procead to fpeak of Chili,
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