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INTRODUCTORY NOTES
NotTES ON TRANSLITERATION

Vowel-Sounds

a has the sound of ¢ in ‘ woman.’
a has the sound of @ in ‘father.’
e has the vowel-sound in ‘grey.’
i has the sound of 7 in ‘pin.’
i has the sound of / in ‘police’
o has the sound of ¢ in “bone.
u has the sound of « in ¢bull’
i has the sound of # in ‘flute.
ai has the vowel-sound in ‘mine.
au has the vowel-sound in “house.’

It should be stated that no attempt has been made to distinguish
between the long and short sounds of e and ¢ in the Dravidian
languages, which possess the vowel-sounds in ‘bet’ and ‘hot’ in
addition to those given above. Nor has it been thought necessary
to mark vowels as long in cases where mistakes in pronunciation
were not likely to be made.

Consonants

Most Indian languages have different forms for a number of con-
sonants, such as &, ¢, », &c., marked in scientific works by the use
of dots or italics. As the European ear distinguishes these with
difficulty in ordinary pronunciation, it has been considered undesir-
able to embarrass the reader with them ; and only two notes are
required. In the first place, the Arabic 4, a strong guttural, has
been represented by £ instead of ¢, which is often used. Secondly,
it should be remarked that aspirated consonants are common ; and,
in particular, &% and #; (except in Burma) never have the sound of
th in this’ or ‘thin,” but should be pronounced as in ‘woodhouse’
and ‘boathook.’
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Burmese Words

Burmese and some of the languages on the frontier of China have
the following special sounds :—

aw has the vowel-sound in ‘law.’
6 and i are pronounced as in German.
gy 1s pronounced almost like ;7 in ‘jewel.’
ky is pronounced almost like ¢% in ‘ church.’
th is pronounced in some cases as in ‘this,’” in some cases as in
‘thin.’
w after a consonant has the force of ww. Thus, ywae and pwe
are disyllables, pronounced as if written yxwa and puwe.

It should also be noted that, whereas in Indian words the accent
or stress is distributed almost equally on each syllable, in Burmese
there is a tendency to throw special stress on the last syllable.

General

The names of some places—e. g. Calcutta, Bombay, Lucknow,
Cawnpore—have obtained a popular fixity of spelling, while special
forms have been officially prescribed for others. Names of persons
are often spelt and pronounced differently in different parts of India;
but the variations have been made as few as possible by assimilating
forms almost alike, especially where a particular spelling has been
generally adopted in English books.

NOTES ON MONLY, PRICEs, WEIGHITS AND MEASURES

As the currency of India is based upon the rupee, all statements
with regard to money throughout the Gaszetfeer have necessarily been
expressed 1n rupees, nor has it been found possible to add generally
a conversion into sterling. Down to about 1873 the gold value of
the rupee (containing 165 grains of pure silver) was approximately
equal to zs., or one-tenth of a £; and for that period it is easy to
convert rupees into sterling by striking off the final cipher (Rs. 1,000
= £100). But after 1873, owing to the depreciation of silver as
compared with gold throughout the world, there came a serious and
progressive fall in the exchange, until at one time the gold value of
the rupee dropped as low as 1s. In order to provide a remedy for
the heavy loss caused to the Government of India in respect of its
gold payments to be made in England, and also to relieve foreign
trade and finance from the inconvenience due to constant and
unforeseen fluctuations in exchange, it was resolved in 1893 to close
the mints to the free coinage of silver, and thus force up the value of
the rupee by restricting the circulation. The intention was to raise
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the exchange value of the rupee to 1s. 44., and then introduce a gold
standard (though not necessarily a gold currency) at the rate of Rs. 15
= £1. This policy has been completely successful. From 1899 on-
wards the value of the rupee has been maintained, with insignificant
fluctuations, at the proposed rate of 1s. 44. ; and consequently since
that date three rupees have been equivalent to two rupees before 1873.
For the intermediate period, between 1873 and 1899, it is manifestly
impossible to adopt any fixed sterling value for a constantly changing
rupee. But since 1899, if it is desired to convert rupees into sterling,
not only must the final cipher be struck off (as before 1873), but
also one-third must be subtracted from the result. Thus Rs, 1,000
= K100—} = (about) £67.

Another matter in connexion with the expression of money state-
ments in terms of rupees requires to be explained. The method of
numerical notation in India differs from that which prevails through-
out Europe. Large numbers are not punctuated in hundreds of thou-
sands and millions, but in lakhs and crores. A lakh is one hundred
thousand (written out as 1,00,000), and a crore is one hundred lakhs
,or ten millions (written out as 1,00,00,000). Consequently, accord-
ing to the exchange value of the rupee, a lakh of rupees (Rs. 1,00,000)
may be read as the equivalent of £10,000 before 1873, and as the
equivalent of (about) £6,667 after 1899 ; while a crore of rupees
(Rs. 1,00,00,000) may similarly be read as the equivalent of
£1,000,000 before 1873, and as the equivalent of (about) £666,667
after 1899.

Finally, it should be mentioned that the rupee is divided into
16 annas, a fraction commonly used for many purposes by both
natives and Europeans. The anna was formerly reckoned as 134.
it may now be considered as exactly corresponding to 14d. The
anna is again subdivided into 12 pies.

The various systems of weights used in India combine uniformity
of scale with immense variations in the weight of units. The scale
used generally throughout Northern India, and less commonly in
Madras and Bombay, may be thus expressed : one maund = 40 seers ;
one seer = 16 chittaks or 8o tolas. The actual weight of a seer
varies greatly from District to District, and even from village to
village ; but in the standard system the tola is 180 grains Troy
(the exact weight of the rupee), and the seer thus weighs 2:057 Ib,,
and the maund 82-28 1b. This standard is used in official reports
and throughout the Gaszetteer.

For calculating retail prices, the universal custom in India is to
express them in terms of seers to the rupee. Thus, when prices
change, what varies is not the amount of money to be paid for the
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same quantity, but the quantity to be obtained for the same amount
of money. In other words, prices in India are quantity prices, not
money prices. When the figure of quantity goes up, this of course
means that the price has gone down, which is at first sight perplexing
to an English reader. It may, however, be mentioned that quantity
prices are not altogether unknown in England, especially at small
shops, where pennyworths of many groceries can be bought. Eggs,
likewise, are commonly sold at a varying number for the shilling.
If it be desired to convert quantity prices from Indian into English
denominations without having recourse to money prices (which would
often be misleading), the following scale may be adopted —based
upon the assumptions that a seer is exactly 2 1b., and that the value
of the rupee remains constant at 1s. 44.: 1 seer per rupee = (about)
31b. for 2s.; 2 seers per rupee = (about) 6 Ib. for 2s.; and so on.

The name of the unit for square measurement in India generally
is the digha, which varies greatly in different parts of the country.
But areas have always been expressed throughout the Gazesteer either
in square miles or in acres.

MAPS
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Berhampore Subdivision.—Head-quarters subdivision of Murshid-
abad District, Bengal, lying between 23° 48” and 24° 22" N. and 88° 11/
and 88° 44’ E., with an area of 752 square miles. A great portion of
the subdivision is low-lying and liable to floods. The population in
1901 was 471,962, compared with 454,919 in 1891, the density being
628 persons per square mile. It contains one town, BERHAMPORE (popu-
lation, 24,397), its head-quarters ; and 1,060 villages.

Berhampore Town (Bairampur).—Head-quarters of Murshidabad
District, Bengal, situated in 24° 8’ N. and 88° 16” E., on the left bank
of the Bhagirathi, 5 miles below the town of Murshidabad. Population
(1901), 24,397, of whom 19,779 are Hindus, 4,335 Muhammadans, and
255 Christians. Berhampore was selected as a site for a cantonment in
1757, shortly after the battle of Plassey, the factory house at Cossimbazar
having been destroyed by Sirdj-ud-daula. The Court of Directors sanc-
tioned the project to station troops here after the revolt of Mir Kasim
in 1763, and the barracks were completed in 1767 ata cost of 30-23 lakhs.
The cantonment will always be remembered as the scene of the first
overt act of mutiny in 1857, when the garrison had dwindled down
to one battalion of native infantry and another of irregular cavalry and
two guns. The sepoys of the 1gth regiment, who had been intensely
excited by the story of the greased cartridges, rose, on the night of Feb-
ruary 25, in open mutiny, but were prevented from doing any actual harm
by the firm and at the same time conciliatory behaviour of their com-
manding officer. After the Mutiny European troops were again stationed
here, but they were finally withdrawn in 1870. The barracks are still
a prominent feature of the town, though they have now been appro-
priated to other uses.

Berhampore was constituted a municipality in 1876. The municipal
income during the decade ending 19o1-z averaged Rs. 46,000, and
the expenditure Rs. 44,000. In19o3—4 the income was Rs. 62,000, of
which Rs. 16,000 was derived from a tax on persons (or property tax),
Rs. 15,000 from a water rate, and Rs. 12,000 from a conservancy rate.

YoI., VIIL B
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The expenditure was Rs. 71,000. In 1894 the late Maharani Sarnamayi,
C.I, undertook to furnish the town with a supply of filtered water.
The works, which were opened in 1899, are designed to give a daily
supply of 200,000 gallons. The water is pumped up from the Bhagirathi
into three settling tanks, each with a capacity of 229,000 gallons, whence
it passes through filters into the clear-water reservoirs. There are in all
12} miles of pipes through which the water is distributed to the town.

The Magistrates’ courts and municipal offices are located in the
barracks. ‘The Sessions Judge’s court is about a mile to the south-east.
The old military hospital has been converted into a District jail, with
accommodation for 340 prisoners; the chief industries are oil-press-
ing, surki-pounding, carpentry, dari-weaving, and cane and bamboo
work. Other public buildings are the circuit house and 224 bungalow,
college, hospital, and lunatic asylum. There are several churches in the
town, and the cemetery contains some interesting memorial stones. The
Berhampore College, founded by Government in 1853, is a first-grade
college with law classes and a hostel for boarders. A collegiate school
is attached to it. It possesses fine buildings and a library, and is
managed by a board of trustees. The Berhampore Sanskrit %/ is
managed by the estate of the late Rani Arna Kali Devi of Cossimbazar
at an annual cost of Rs. 3,000. The hospital has thirty-six beds. The
lunatic asylum has been recently enlarged at a cost of 3 lakhs, so as to
provide accommodation for 267 male and 152 female patients. Lunatics
are received here from the Presidency, Burdwin, and Bhagalpur
Divisions ; in 1903—4 the maximum number of inmates was 263.

Berhampur Subdivision.—Subdivision of Ganjam District, Madras,
consisting of the #a/uk of BERHAMPUR and the zamindari taksils of
IcHCHAPURAM and SOMPETA,

Berhampur Taluk.—Easternmost of the three Government Za/uks
in Ganjam District, Madras, lying between 18° 56” and 19° 32” N. and
84° 25" and 85° 5’ E., with an area of 685 square miles. The population
in 1901 was 344,368, compared with 323,474 in 1891. The demand for
land revenue and cesses in 1go3—4 was Rs. 5,90,000. Its ‘wet’ lands,
irrigated by the RusHikuLya Project and some streams and tanks, are
more extensive than in the other /3/uzks. It contains 549 villages, and
the three towns of BERHAMPUR (population, 25,729), the head-quarters,
IcHCHAPURAM (9,975), and GANJAM (4,397). Along the coast the
scenery is uninteresting, but the low hills to the east of Berhampur
render the inland part more picturesque.

Berhampur Town (Barampuram).—The largest place in Ganjam
District, Madras, and the head-quarters of the subdivision and za/uk
of the same name, situated in 19° 18’ N. and 84° 48’ E., on the trunk
road from Madras to Calcutta, and on the East Coast Railway, 656 miles
from Madras and 374 miles from Calcutta. Population (1g9o1), 25,729,
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of whom 23,857 are Hindus, 1,224 Musalmins, and 641 Christians.
Until quite recently it was a cantonment, but the troops have been
removed. It is the head-quarters of the District Judge, the Executive
Engineer, and the District Medical and Sanitary officer.

Berhampur was constituted a municipality in 1867. The municipal
receipts and expenditure during the decade ending 1903 averaged
Rs. 32,000, and in 1903-4 amounted to Rs. 30,000. The receipts con-
sist chiefly of taxes from houses and land and tolls. The council has
built a fine market laid out on the standard plan. The eastern half
of the town, which is known as Bhapur, is clean and healthy ; but the
western half, called Pata-Berhampur, the original village from which the
present town has grown, is overcrowded. The water-supply of Berham-
pur from the canals of the RusHiKULYA Project was estimated to cost
Rs. 4,02,300 for a complete scheme and Rs. 2,97,700 for a partial
scheme ; but the undertaking has been abandoned owing to want of
funds. A cheaper scheme is now under consideration.

The town has an aided second-grade college, endowed with a lakh
of rupees by the Raja of Kallikota, to which is attached a Victoria
Memorial hostel for boarders. In 19034 it had an average daily
attendance of 342 students, of whom 28 were reading in the F.A. classes.
It is managed by a committee, over which the president of the District
board presides. The District jail, constructed in 1863, contains accom-
modation for 260 prisoners, who are employed in weaving, coir manu-
facture, carpentry, and oil-pressing ; in an average year about 4,600 yards
of cloth of various kinds, 1,700 1b. of gingelly oil, and 100 coir mats are
manpfactured. The Jubilee Hospital at Berhampur, erected from
public subscriptions in commemoration of the Golden Jubilee of Her
Majesty the late Queen-Empress, was opened in 1893. The chief
industry in the town is the weaving of fine silk and Zasar silk cloths of
different colours. Sugar is also manufactured in considerable quantities.

Beri.—A petty sanad State in Central India, under the Bundelkband
Agency, with an area of about 32 square miles. Population (1901),
4,279. The holders are Bundela Ponwirs, claiming descent from the
great Agnikula clan of Paramaras. The ancestor of the Beri jagirdars
was Diwan Mahma Rai of Karaiha in Gwalior State, whose son, Diwan
Achhardj Singh, migrated to Sandi (Jalaun District) at the end of the
eighteenth century. The latter married a daughter of Rija Jagat Raj
of Jaitpur, and received a jagi» worth 12 lakhs, including the villages of
Umri, Dadri, and Chili. When Ali Bahadur established his suzerainty
over Bundelkband in the beginning of the nineteenth century, Jugal
Prasad, a grandson of Achhardj, who was in possession of the estate,
received a sanad from Al Bahadur, confirming him in possession
of Umri, Dadri, and Chili. On the establishment of British supremacy,
Jugal Prasad was, in 1809, confirmed in possession of the village of

B 2
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Unmri only. In 1811, however, his claim to the other two villages was
admitted ; but as it was inexpedient that he should hold these villages,
other land of equal value was made over to him, including the village
of Beri. The present holder is Lokendra Singh, who succeeded his
father Raghuraj Singh in 1904. He is a minor, and is being educated
at the Daly College at Indore, the 7dgi» being under superintendence.
The jagirdir has the hereditary title of Rao. The State contains 7
villages, in which 7 square miles, or 22 per cent., are cultivated, and the
revenue is Rs. 21,000. Beri, the chief town, is situated in 25° 55" N.
and 79° 54" E., on the north bank of the Betwa river, 18 miles west
of Hamirpur, and 2o miles south-east of Kalpi. Population (19o1), 2,387.

Beri.—Town in the District and #a4si/ of Rohtak, Punjab, situated in
28° 42’ N. and 76° 35’ E., 15 miles south of Rohtak town on the direct
road from Delhi to Bhiwani. Population (19or1), 9,723. It formed
part of the estate of George Thomas, who took it by storm from a
garrison of Jats and Rajputs. It is now the great trade centre of the
neighbourhood, and the residence of many wealthy merchants and
bankers. Two large fairs are held annually, in February and October.
The municipality was created in 1867. The income and expenditurg
during the ten years ending 19o2-3 averaged Rs. 9,800 and Rs. 10,200
respectively. The income in 1903-4 was Rs. 6,200, chiefly raised from
octroi ; and the expenditure was Rs. 7,300, It maintains a vernacular
middle school.

Betawad.—Town in the Sindkheda #@/xka of West Khandesh Dis-
trict, Bombay, situated in 21° 13" N. and 74° 58 E. on the Tapti
Valley Railway. Population (19o1), 4,014. The town was constituted
a municipality in 1864. The municipal income during the decade
ending 19or averaged Rs. 2,900. In 1903-4 the income was Rs. 2,300.
The town, which was formerly the head-quarters of a 7a/uka, contains
a boys’ school attended by 169 pupils.

Betmangala.—Old town in the Bowringpet #a/u% of Kolar Dis-
trict, Mysore, situated in 13° o’ N. and 78° 20" E,, on the south bank
of the Pailar, 6 miles east of the Kolar Gold Fields. Population (19or),
1,186. The name is a contraction of Vijayaditya-mangala, derived
from the Bina king, who was probably its founder. Two old inscribed
stones, with dates go4 and 944, are worshipped under the name of
Gangamma. The large tank gave way and was repaired about gso
under the Pallava Nolamba kings. It burst again and was restored
after a long time in 1155 under the Hoysala kings. The embankment
failed in 1903 ; but the tank has now been taken up for the water-
supply of the Kolir Gold Fields, to furnish the mines with a million
gallons a day, capable of increase by half a million if necessary. The
town lost its importance on the opening of the railway in 1864, which
diverted the former large passenger traffic ; and it declined still further
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on the removal of the fd/uk head-quarters to the newly formed town
of Bowringpet.

Bettadpur Hill.—Isolated conical hill, 4,38g feet high, in the
Hunstr #a@/uk of Mysore District, Mysore, situated in 12° 29” N. and
76° 77 E.  On the summit is a temple of Annadani Mallikarjuna, the
family god of the Changilva kings. At the foot of the hill is Bettadpur
village, a settlement of the Sanketi Brahmans.

Bettiah Subdivision.—Northern subdivision of Champaran Dis-
trict, Bengal, lying between 26° 36" and 27° 31" N. and 83° 50’ and
84° 46’ E., with an area of 2,013 square miles. The southern portion
of the subdivision is a level alluvial plain, but towards the north-west
the surface becomes more undulating. Here a range of low hills
extends for about 20 miles ; and between this and the Someswar range,
which stretches along the whole of the northern frontier, lies the Dun
valley. The population in 1901 was 749,864, compared with 759,865
in 1891. The slight decrease was due to unhealthiness and a series of
lean years culminating in the famine of 1897. The density is only 373
persons per square mile, as compared with 507 for the whole District.
The head-quarters are at BETTIAH (population, 24,696), and there are
1,319 villages. Roman Catholic missions are at work at Bettiah and Chu-
hiri. The latter owes its origin to some Italian missionaries who founded
a mission at Lhdsa in 1707. Compelled to leave Tibet in 1713, they
settled in Nepal under the Newir kings; but when the Gurkhas came
into power, they had to fly and take refuge at Chuhari, where some land
was granted to them. Many of the present flock are descendants of
the ,original fugitives from Nepal. Interesting archaeological remains
are found at LLAURIYA NANDANGARH and Pipariyd. The greater part
of the subdivision is included in the BeErTiaH RAaj, much of which
is held by European indigo-planters on permanent leases. Ramnagar,
a village 13 miles north-west of Bettiah, is the residence of the
Raja of Ramnagar, whose title was conferred by Aurangzeb in 1676
and confirmed by the British Government in 1860. He owns extensive
forests, which are leased to a European capitalist. The TRIBENI
CaNAL, which is under construction, will do much to protect this sub-
division from famine, to which it has always been acutely liable.

Bettiah Raj.—A great estate in the subdivision of the same name
in Champaran District, Bengal, with an area of 1,824 square miles.
The property was originally acquired in the middle of the seventeenth
century by a successful military adventurer, R3ja Ugra Sen Singh, a
Babhan or Bhuinhdr. In 1765 Raja Jugal Kishor Singh, who was
then in possession, fell into arrears of revenue and rebelled against the
British Government. He was defeated, and the estate was taken under
direct management ; but all attempts to collect the revenue failed, and
in 1771 he was invited to return, and received the settlement of the
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Majhiwa and Simraon parganas, the remainder of the District being
given to his cousin and forming the Shiuhar Raj. In 1791 the decen-
nial settlement of the Majhawa and Simraon parganas was made with
Bir Kishor, Jugal Kishor’s son, and they now constitute the Bettiah
Raj. The title of Maharaja Bahadur was conferred on the next heir,
Anand Kishor, in 1830. The estate has been under the management
of the Court of Wards since 1897. The land revenue and cesses due
from the estate amount to 5 lakhs, and the collections of rents and cesses
to nearly 18 lakhs. A great portion of the estate is held on permanent
leases by European indigo-planters.

Bettiah Town.—Head-quarters of the subdivision of the same
name in Champiaran District, Bengal, situated in 26° 48" N. and
84° 30’ E., on an old bed of the Harha river. Population (1gor),
24,696, of whom 15,795 were Hindus, 7,599 Musalmans, and 1,302
Christians. Bettiah was constituted a municipality in 1869. The
income and expenditure during the decade ending 1go1-z averaged
Rs. 16,000. In 1903-4 the income was Rs. 23,000, mainly derived
from a tax on persons (or ‘property tax); and the expenditure was
Rs. 16,000. A Roman Catholic mission was established about 1740 by
Father Joseph Mary, an Italian missionary of the Capuchin order, who
was passing near Bettiah on his way to Nepal, when he was summoned
by Raja Dhruva Shih to attend his daughter, who was dangerously ill.
He succeeded in curing her, and the grateful Rija invited him to stay
at Bettiah and gave him a house and go acres of land. Bettiah is the
head-quarters of the BETTIAH RAj, and the Maharaja’s palace is the
most noteworthy building. The town contains the usual public offices ;
a subsidiary jail has accommodation for 26 prisoners.

Bettiir.—Village in the Davangere fa/uk of Chitaldroog District,
Mysore, situated in 14° 30 N. and 76° 7 E., 2 miles north of
Davangere town. Population (19o1), 1,210. It appears to have been
the old capital of a principality, the original form of the name being
Beltur. At the end of the thirteenth century it was taken by the Seuna
general, and made the seat of government during the ascendancy of the
Seunas over the north of the Hoysala dominions.

Betal District.—-District in the Nerbudda Division of the Central
Provinces, lying between 21° 22’ and 22° 23" N. and %%° 11’ and
78° 34" E., with an area of 3,826 square miles. It is bounded on the
north and west by Hoshangabid ; on the east by Chhindwiara ; and on
the south by the Amraoti District of Berdr. Betill occupies nearly
the entire width of the range between the valley of the
Narbada on the north and the Berir plains on the
south ; and with the exception of 15 or 20 villages
which lie below the ghats (passes) on the southern border, the whole
District is situated on the plateau. The mean elevation is about

Physical
aspects.
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2,000 feet ; but a number of peaks and ranges rise above 3,000 feet,
and in the south-west corner the Khamla plateau reaches a height of
3,789 feet. The District may be described generally as a central
plateau surrounded by a belt of hilly and forest-covered country, wide
on the north and west, but narrower on the east and south. The
northern portion, down to the valleys of the Bel and Machna rivers,
and the town of Badnir, is principally occupied by the main chain of
the Satpurds and its outlying spurs. About half of this tract consists
of forest-clad ranges, between which lies an undulating country, inter-
sected by innumerable watercourses and covered principally with a thin
sandy soil of little value for cultivation. In the north-east the Tawa
river flows along the border of the District, and is joined east of
Shahpur by the Machna, which rises close to Badnir. The Morand
rises near Chicholi, and flows to the north-west to join the Ganjal river
in Hoshangabad. South of the sandy tract lies the rich valley of Betiil,
watered by the Machna and Sampna rivers, almost entirely under
cultivation and well wooded, while farther to the east the smaller
valleys of the Ambhora and Tapti present a similar appearance. To
the south-east lies an extensive rolling area of basaltic formation,
having the sacred town of Multai and the springs of the river Tapti at
its highest point, and consisting of alternate ridges of bare stony hills
and narrow fertile valleys. Along the southern, eastern, and western
borders is a strip of hilly country, generally narrow, but increas-
ing towards the west to a breadth of about 15 miles from south to
north. The southern hills form the gkd?s of the Satpuras leading down
to the Berar plains. In the west of the District the northern and
southern ranges meet in the wild tract of hill and forest forming the
parganas of Sauligarh in Betdl and Kalibhit in Nimar. The Tapti,
rising at Multai, flows due west through the southern part of the
District in a deep and rocky bed, flanked on either side by hills of
considerable height, which are in places so steep that they may more
properly be described as cliffs. The Wardha and Bel rivers also rise
on the Multai plateau.

The northern portion of the District is occupied by metamorphic and
Gondwana rocks, the latter consisting chiefly of sandstones and shales,
while the west and south are covered by the Deccan trap. In the hills
south of Betiil occur sedimentary inter-trappean deposits abounding in
fossils.

The extensive forests contain much teak, associated with which are
all the common trees of this part of the Central Provinces. Zinsa
(Ougeinia dalbergioides) is a common and valuable timber tree. Ma/kua
(Bassta latifolia) abounds both in the forests and in the open country.
Among grasses may be mentioned r#sa or tikari (Andropogon Schoen-
anthus), from which a valuable oil is obtained.
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The forests contain tigers, leopards, sambar, spotted deer, ‘ravine deer’
(gazelle), and barking-deer. Antelope wander over the open country.
There are bison in the Sauligarh and Asir ranges, but their numbers
are decreasing. Water-birds are rare, owing to the absence of tanks.

The climate is cool and healthy. During the cold season the
thermometer frequently falls to several degrees below freezing-point ;
the hot wind is hardly felt before the end of April, and it ceases after
sunset. The nights in the hot season are invariably cool and pleasant.
Malarial fever is prevalent during the autumn months, especially in the
forest tracts.

The annual rainfall averages 46 inches. At Multai it is a few inches
less than at Badniir, the position of the latter town in a small basin
surrounded by low hills probably giving it a somewhat increased rainfall,
while the absence of forest on the Multai plateau exercises a contrary
influence. The statistics of past years show that the rainfall is on the
whole more likely to be excessive than deficient.

About 4 miles from Badnir, and dominating the fertile valleys of the
Maichna and Sampna, stands the fort of Kherla, the head-quarters of
one of the Gond dynasties which formerly held pos-
session of the Province. A religious work called the
Vivek Sindhu, written by one Mukund Rao Swami, who lived about
A.D. 1300, contains some incidental references to the Kherla rulers.
The tomb of Mukund Rao is still to be seen within the precincts of the
fort ; but the ruins of the stronghold itself appear to be of Muhammadan
origin, and probably date from a later period. According to tradition,
the Gonds were preceded by Rajput rulers, the last of whom was killed
at Kherla after a twelve years’ siege by the army of the king of Delhi.
The Muhammadan general was also killed in the last assault, and his
tomb at Umri immediately below the fort is still an object of pilgrimage.
Firishta relates that at the end of the fourteenth century the rulers of
Kherla were Gonds, possessed of considerable wealth and power, and
so strong in arms as to venture to try conclusions with the Muhammadan
rulers of Berir and Malwa. In 1433 Hoshang Shah, king of Malwa,
conquered Kherld, which remained part of Malwa till this was incor-
porated in the dominions of the emperor of Delhi towards the end of
the sixteenth century. After Kherla fell under the sway of the Mughals,
it was governed by the Gond Rijas of Deogarh in Chhindwara District,
who had been converted to Islam and were subject to Delhi. In the
middle of the eighteenth century it passed, with the rest of the kingdom
of Deogarh, to the Bhonslas of Nagpur. In 1818 the District formed
part of the territory provisionally ceded to the British, and in 1826 it
was formally included in the British dominions by treaty. From the
conclusion of the Marathd Wars to the present day there has been little
to disturb the peace of Betal. During the Mutiny the tranquillity of

History.
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the District was scarcely broken, though on his flight through Central
India Tantia Topi passed through Multai and plundered the treasury.
A military force was quartered at Betiil until 1862.

Bhainsdehi has an old temple with fine stone carving, part of which
is in good repair. At Muktigiri, near the southern boundary of the
District on the Ellichpur road, a collection of modern Jain temples form
a picturesque group at the head of a ravine and waterfall. A Jain fair
is held here annually.

The population at the last three enumerations was: (1881) 304,905,
(1891) 323,196, and (19o1) 285,363. During the first decade the in-
crease was 6 per cent., or only half that of the Province
as a whole, and was mainly confined to the Multai
taksil. In the last decade the decrease was 12 per cent., principally
caused by famine, but also partly by emigration to Beriar. The loss was
most marked in the forest tracts of the District, the open country not
suffering seriously. The District has two towns, BADNUR, the head-
quarters, and BETUL ; and 1,194 inhabited villages. The chief statistics
of population in rgor are shown below :—

Population.
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District total i3,,826 2 1,194 285,363 | 75| — 117 | 5,524

About 69 per cent. of the population are Hindus, 29 per cent.
Animists, and 14 per cent. Muhammadans. The population includes
a large proportion of Gonds and Korkis, and also immigrants from
Malwa through Hoshangibad on the north and from Berdr on the
south. The diversity of the different constituents is clearly shown by
the statistics of language, for 33 per cent. of the population speak the
Malwi dialect of Réjasthani, 23 per cent. Marithi, 29 per cent. Gondi,
and 8 per cent. Korkii. The northern elements of the population
probably entered the District with Hoshang Shah, king of Malwi, in
the fifteenth century, while the Marathis came with the rise of the
Bhonslas in the eighteenth. The latter are found principally in the
Multai #aksi/, which borders on Berar.

Brahmans (4,000) belong principally to Milwa and are called Malwi
Brahmans, but they now follow Maratha fashions. They are cultivators,
village priests, and patwaris or village accountants. The principal
cultivating castes are the Kunbis (31,000), Kurmis (14,000), and
Bhoyars (18,000). The two last castes are better cultivators than the
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Kunbis, and irrigation wells for sugar-cane are usually constructed by
Bhoyars. Kurmis hold the rich villages round Betil. Ahirs or Gaolis
number 15,000. Many of them live in the open country and are culti-
vators ; but there is a sub-caste of Raniyd Gaolis (from ran, ¢ jungle’),
who live in the forests of the north of the District and on the Khamla
plateau, and breed cattle. Gonds (83,000) form nearly 29 per cent. of
the population, and Korkiis (24,000) 8% per cent. The latter suffered
very severely in the famines. The Korkiis are nearly all nominal
Hindus and worship Mahadeo. Gonds, Korkis, and Mehris (28,000)
are generally farm-servants and labourers. Their hardest time is from
the middle of April till the middle of August, when they get very little
work, and their principal resource is the makua flower. Many labourers
from the south of the District emigrate to Berar to reap the jowar and
cotton crops, returning for the wheat harvest in the spring. From the
north of the District labourers similarly go to the Narbada valley to
cut the wheat. About 70 per cent. of the population were returned as
dependent on agriculture in 19or.

Christians number 417, of whom 111 belong to the Anglican com-
munion and 288 are Lutherans, 384 of the total number being natives,
There are stations of the Evangelical Lutheran Mission of Sweden
at Badnir, Chicholi, Nimpani, and Bordehi; and the London Korka
Mission has recently established a station at Bhainsdehi.

Black soil of first-rate quality is rarely found ; and the best soil that
occurs in any quantity is a friable loam, black or brown in colour, and vary-
ing from 2 to 10 feet in depth. In the trap country
it often contains black stones and more rarely flints,
and in the northern villages is mixed with sand. An inferior class
consists of either very shallow black soil, or red soil which has been
made more fertile by lying in a depression, while the poorest variety in
the trap country is a red gravel generally strewn with brown stones.
This last extends over as much as 39 per cent. of the total area. The
result of famine has been to throw a considerable quantity of land
out of cultivation, but all the best land is occupied.

About 32 square miles are held wholly or partially free of revenue,
and 135 square miles of Government forest are in process of settlement
on the ryotwari system. The remaining area is held on the ordinary
malguzari tenure. The following table gives the principal statistics
of cultivation in 1903-4, with areas in square miles:—

Agriculture,

Tahsil. Total. | Cultivated. | Irrigated. Ct::,tai:&ble Forests.
Betul . . ] 770 786 7 705 825
Maltai . . . | 1,086 557 10 228 364

Total | 3,826 1,343 17 1,023 1,189
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The small millets 4odon and Autkt cover 199 square miles, wheat
233 square miles, jowdr 134 square miles, the oilseeds #/ and jagni
(Guizotia oleifera) 139 square miles, and gram 61 square miles. As
in other Districts, wheat has in recent years been replaced by less
valuable crops. Gram is severely affected by the cold frosty mists
which are of frequent occurrence about the time when the plant is
in flower, and hence it is much less grown as a mixture with wheat
than in the Narbada valley. Kodon and Autki are the staple food of
the Gonds. The area under sugar-cane decreased from g¢,000 acres
in 1864 and 7,000 in 1894 to 3,000 in 1903-4. Cotton was grown on
29 square miles in 1go3—4. Most of the labouring classes have small
gardens, in which they sow beans, maize, tobacco, or chillies

Fields are scarcely ever embanked, probably owing to the fact that
so many of them are in a sloping position. The most frequent
improvements are directed to prevent erosion by surface drainage
and the currents of streams. In a few cases this is effected by
embanking and straightening the course of the stream; but more
frequently the surface drainage of the slopes on each side is divided
by the construction of protective trenches bordering the fields, and
embanked on the inner edge towards the field. Terraces are some-
times made by placing lines of large stones across sloping fields at
intervals, with the result that in a few years, owing to the action of
drainage, each line of stones becomes the edge of a terrace. During
the ten years ending 1904, about Rs. 26,000 was advanced under the
Land Improvement Loans Act and 2-1 lakhs under the Agriculturists’
Loans Act.

Cattle are bred in the jungles in the north of the District and also
on the Khamla plateau in the south, as well as to a certain extent in the
open country. Those of the local breed are small, but hardy, and
have strong feet. They are generally red and white, or red and black
in colour. As a rule no care is exercised in breeding, and immature
bulls are left in the herds before castration. On the Khamla plateau,
however, the Gaolis sometimes select bulls for breeding, and obtain
calves of fair size, but these cattle are principally sold in Berar. Large
bullocks are imported from Bhopdl and Hoshangibad, and some from
Deogarh in Chhindwara. The Hoshangabad cattle are principally used
in carts and to some extent for cultivation in soft soil, but their feet are
too tender for the stony soils. Buffaloes are bred in the District. The
bulls are used for drawing water and carting, but not for cultivation,
and are sold in the rice tracts of Seoni and Balaghat. The cows are
kept for the production of gAi and are much more valuable than the
bulls. Small ponies are bred to a slight extent, and are used for pack-
carriage and in some cases for riding by landowners.

Only about 4,000 acres of spring crop land are usually irrigated, and
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then only because a well is available which was primarily made for
sugar-cane of opium. Wells can be constructed very cheaply in some
parts of the Multai plateau, where the subsoil water is near the surface,
and the gravel or rock undetlying the first few feet of soil is so hard
that a durable shaft can be driven through it without being supported
by brick or stone work. Even when water is available, wheat is usually
not irrigated, owing to the apprehension that it may suffer from rust or
frost. There are about 5,000 wells in the District.

The Government forests occupy an area of 1,189 square miles, of
which 1,181 are ‘reserved’ forest. In addition to this, 135 square
miles have been set apart for disforestation and settlement on the
ryotwari system. The forests are situated generally on the northern,
western, and southern borders. Teak and bamboos are found on the
trap hills, but not on the sandstone formation. Zinsa (Ougeinia dal-
bergioides) is a common and valuable timber tree. Sdj (Zerminalia
tomentosa) is found on flat ground where the soil is good, and satin-
wood is abundant on the sandy soils. The forests supply a quantity of
timber to Berar, in addition to the local consumption. The revenue
obtained in 1903-4 was Rs. 71,000, of which Rs. 17,000 was realized
from sales of timber, Rs. 16,000 from bamboos, and Rs. 20,000 from
grazing dues and grass.

No mines are worked on a large scale in Betil. Seams of coal have
been found in different localities, the largest being at Mardanpur on the
Maichna river, which is three feet thick in parts, and at Rawandeo
on the Tawi river, where there are several outcrops and one or two
seams have a thickness of four feet. Smaller seams occur aboug two
miles east of Shahpur on the Machna, and in the Suki nullah. Lime-
stone quarries are worked in several places. The lime is burnt on the
spot in hand furnaces and sold for local consumption. There is
a stone quarry at Salbardi, from which stone suitable for mortars and
cups is obtained. Copper ores have been found in the vicinity of the
Tapti, and mica in the Ranipur forests and near Sonaghati.

The local industries are of little importance. Several villages have
colonies of Mahars or low-caste weavers, who produce coarse cotton
cloth; the thread is now all imported from the
Niagpur mills, Brass-working is carried on at Aml3,
Ramli, and Jawalkheda to a small extent, but brass
vessels are principally imported from Hoshangibid and Chhindwara.
Gold and silver ornaments are made at Chicholi, Betil, Atner, and
Satner, and the pottery of Betiill has some reputation. Banjaras make
sacking of san-hemp (Crotalaria juncea).

Wheat and oilseeds are the principal grains exported, and also
gram, tiurd (Lathyrus sativus), and wrad (Phaseolus radiatus) in small
quantities. Jowdr has hitherto been imported from Berar for local con-

Trade and
communications.
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sumption. Cotton is now cultivated for export. Gwr or unrefined
sugar is exported principally to Berar, and to a small extent to the Nar-
badi valley, where, however, it cannot compete in price with that of
Northern India. The principal exports of forest produce are timber,
mahud, myrabolams, ckironsi, the fruit of the ackdr-tree (Buchanania
latifolia), and gullz, or the oil of makua seeds. Others of less impor-
tance are #kari oil (Andropogon Schoenanthus), gum, and lac. Teak
and #nsqd are the only timbers exported to any considerable extent.
The imports consist principally of thread and cotton piece-goods,
kerosene oil, hardware, gold and silver, salt, groceries and spices.
Betel-leaves are imported from Berdr and Ramtek, and turmeric from
Berar. The wholesale trade is in the hands of Marwiri Banias, while
the retail purchase and collection of grain is largely made by Telis and
Kalars, who carry it on bullocks; timber and forest produce are taken
in small quantities to Berar and Hoshangibad by Gonds. There are
numerous weekly markets, but only retail transactions take place at
these. A religious fair is held annually at Melajpur near Chicholj,
at which a considerable amount of business is done in the sale of
hpusehold and other utensils.

Betil has hitherto been untouched by the railway, but a project for
a line from Itarsi through the District to connect with the Great Indian
Peninsula Railway in Berar is under consideration. Most of the trade
has hitherto joined the railway at Itarsi on the north, the metalled road
from Badniir to Itdrsi being the principal route. The roads from
Chicholi to Nimpani and from Ranipur to Shahpur are feeders to the
main, road. On the south, the railway through Berdr runs within
45 miles of the open parts of the Multai plateau, but the Multai-Pattan
and Badnir-Ellichpur roads have only recently been made passable for
carts down the slopes of the Satpurds. Two other routes leading from
Atner and Masod to Berdr are used by pack-animals. Most of the
traffic with the south passes through Chandar in Berar, which is an
important market town, to Amraotl. There are altogether 81 miles of
metalled and 203 miles of unmetalled roads in the District, and the
annual expenditure on maintenance is Rs. 38,000. The Public Works
department keeps up 239 miles of road and the District council 44.
There are avenues of trees on 32 miles.

Except in the last decade, it does not appear that Betil has suffered
greatly from famine, There were bad harvests in the years 1823-5
and again in 1828-30. In 1832—3 excessive, fol-
lowed by deficient, rain caused a failure of crops, and
heavy mortality occurred. In 1868 the premature cessation of the
rains produced a short crop and a certain amount of distress; but it
was not severe, and (as in later years) the flowers of the makud-tree
afforded a means of sustenance to the poorer classes. After this there

Famine,
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was no distress until 1896, when following three successive poor
harvests only a third of a normal crop was obtained. Severe famine
prevailed in 1897, the numbers relieved in October reaching 26,000,
or 8 per cent. of the population, and the total expenditure being
4-5 lakhs. The extent of the distress was not fully appreciated at first,
owing to the reluctance of the forest tribes to apply for relief. In
18989 a little relief was again given in the hot season. In 1899-1g900
the crops failed altogether from want of rain, the out-turn being only
20 per cent. of normal. Relief was extremely liberal and efficient, the
numbers rising to 143,000 persons, or 45 per cent. of the population, in
August, 1900 ; and the total expenditure was 34 lakhs.

The Deputy-Commissioner is aided by one Extra Assistant Com-
missioner. For administrative purposes the District is divided into two
taksils, each of which has a taksildar and a naib-
taksildar. 'The Forest officer usually belongs to the
Provincial service, and public works are under the Executive Engineer
of the Hoshangabad division, whose head-quarters are at Hoshangabad
town,

The civil judicial staff consists of a Subordinate Judge who also hgs
the powers of a District Judge, and a Munsif for the Betal Zaksi/. Of
the civil litigation, suits on mortgage-deeds with conditional sale and
for partition of immovable property are the most common classes of
important cases. The crime of the District is petty, and presents no
special features.

Under the Maratha revenue system villages were farmed out to the
highest bidder, and any rights or consideration which the village bead-
men may have enjoyed in the past were almost entirely effaced.
Custom enjoined that so long as the annual rent demanded was paid,
the tenure of the older cultivators should be hereditary and continuous.
During the more favourable period of Maratha rule the revenue of the
District was 1-66 lakhs. When the peace of Deogaon and the disrup-
tion of the Nagpur territories induced a policy of rack-renting, it was
raised to 2-47 lakhs ; and on the British occupation of the District the
earliest short-term settlements imposed a still further enhancement,
the demand rising at one time to 2-87 lakhs. This was never collected
and had to be continually reduced, owing to the impoverishment of the
District from over-assessment, until in 1834 a twenty years’ settlement
was made with a demand which had fallen to 1.40 lakhs. Under this
settlement the District prospered greatly. On its expiry revision was
delayed by the Mutiny, and was finally completed in 1864, the settle-
ment being made for thirty years, and the demand raised to 1-84 lakhs.
At this settlement the village headmen, who had previously been in the
position of contractors or farmers, receiving a drawback on the collec-
tions of revenue, obtained proprietary and transferable rights in their

Administration.
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villages. The District continued to thrive during the period of the
settlement, the extension of cultivation amounting to 38 per cent.,
while prices rose by 70 to roo per cent. A new settlement was begun
in 1894 on completion of the cadastral survey, but, owing to the suspen-
sion of work during the famine of 1897, was not finished until 1899.
The result was an enhancement of the revenue to 2-77 lakhs, or by
45 per cent, on the demand immediately before revision. The new
revenue absorbs 54 per cent. of the ‘assets’ The average incidence
of revenue per acre is R.o-5-2 (maximum R.o-13-8, minimum
R.o-2-1), and the rental incidence R.o-7-1 (maximum Rs, 1-5-2,
minimum R. o-2—g9). Owing to the deterioration caused by famine,
some temporary remissions of revenue have been made since.

The collections of land and total revenue for a series of ten years
are shown below, in thousands of rupees :—

1880-1. 18go-1. 1900-1. 1903_4'
Land revenue . . 1,99 2,00 1,95 2,64
Total revenue. . 4,05 5,11 4,41 5,78

The management of local affairs, outside municipal areas, is entrusted
to a District council and two local boards, each having jurisdiction
over one faksi/. The income of the District council in 1go3—4 was
Rs. 42,000, while the expenditure included Rs. 18,000 on education
and Rs. 11,000 on public works. BaDNUR and BETUL are municipal
towns.

The police force consists of 321 officers and men, including
3 mounted constables, under a District Superintendent. There are
1,262 village watchmen for 1,196 inhabited villages. Badnir has
a District jail, with accommodation for 143 prisoners, including
9 female prisoners. The daily average number of prisoners in 1904
was §I.

In respect of education the District ranks fourteenth in the Province,
only 3.9 per cent. of the male population and but 118 females being
able to read and write in 1go1. The proportion of children under
instruction to those of school-going age is 6 per cent. Statistics of the
number of pupils are as follows: (1880-1) 1,513, (1890-1) 2,578,
(1900-1) 2,452, and (1903-4) 3,545, including 32 girls. The educational
institutions comprise an English middle school, three vernacular
middle schools, and 6o primary schools. The only girls’ school in the
District is at Betil, and does not flourish. The expenditure on educa-
tion in 1903-4 was Rs. 24,000, of which Rs. 21,000 was derived from
Provincial and Local funds, and Rs. 2,000 from fees.

The District has 3 dispensaries, with accommodation for 41 in
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patients. In 1904 the number of cases treated was 15,992, of whom
398 were in-patients, and 388 operations were performed. The expen-
diture was Rs. 5,400, the greater part of which was provided from
Provincial and Local funds.

Vaccination is compulsory only in the municipal towns of Badnir
and Betil. The number of persons successfully vaccinated in 1903—4
was 59 per 1,000 of the District population—a very favourable result.

[B. P. Standen, Settlement Report (1901). A District Gazetteer is
under preparation. |

Betiil Tahsil.—Western Za/si/ of Betil District, Central Provinces,
lying between 21° 22’ and 22° 22 N. and 77° 11’ and 78° 3’ E., with
an area of 2,770 square miles. The population in 1901 was 170,994,
compared with 194,719 in 1891. The #a/si/ has two towns, BADNOR
(population, 5,766), the District and Za%si/ head-quarters, and BETUL
(4,739); and 777 inhabited villages. The density is 62 persons per
square mile. Excluding 825 square miles of Government forest,
56 per cent. of the available area is occupied for cultivation. The
cultivated area in 19o3—4 was 786 square miles. The demand for land
revenue in the same year was Rs. 1,49,000, and for cesses Rs. 16,000.
The zaksi/ covers nearly the whole breadth of the Satpura plateau, and
consists of a fairly open and fertile plain in the centre, with ranges of
hills encircling it on three sides.

Betiil Town.—Town in the District and Za%si/ of the same name,
Central Provinces, situated in 21° 52 N. and 77° 56" E., three miles
from Badnir, on the road to Multai and Nagpur. Population (1901),
4,739. Betil is declining in importance, being overshadowed by the
neighbouring and newer town of Badniir, the District head-quarters.
It was created a municipality in 1867. The municipal receipts during
the decade ending 1901 averaged Rs. 4,500. In 1903—4 the income
was Rs. 3,300, principally derived from a house tax. Pottery, gold- and
silver-work, and the manufacture of lac bangles are the local handi-
crafts, and a weekly cattle market is held. Betil contains a vernacular
middle school and a girls’ school.

Betwa ( Vetravati, or ¢ containing canes ’).—A large river of Northern
India. It rises in Bhopal State at the village of Kumri (22° 55" N. end
77° 43’ E.), and flows in a generally north-eastern direction. After
a course of about 30 miles in Bhopil, it enters Gwalior territory near
Bhilsa. It first touches the United Provinces in the south-west corner
of the Lalitpur #a/si/ of JThansi District, and flows north and north-east,
forming the boundary between that District and the Gwalior State. It
then crosses the District obliquely, traverses part of the Orchha State,
and flows for some distance between Jilaun on the north and Jhansi
and Hamirpur on the south, falling into the Jumna, after a course of
about 190 miles in the United Provinces, close to the town of Hamirpur.
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In the upper part of its course the Betwa flows over the Vindhya sand-
stone, crossed by veins of quartz which break it up into beautiful cas-
cades. At Deogarh it passes in a magnificent sweep below a steep
sandstone cliff on the eastern bank, surmounted by a ruined fort.
Below Jhansi its bed is granite for about 16 miles till it reaches the
alluvial plain. It is nowhere navigable, and its crossings are often
dangerous. There are railway bridges at Barkhera on the Bhopal-
Hoshangabad section of the Great Indian Peninsula, at Sanchi on the
Bhopil-Jhansi section, at Mangaoli on the Bina-Guna line, and near
Orchha on the Manikpur-Jhansi line. Road bridges cross it at Bhilsa
and at Orchha. At Parichhd, 15 miles from Jhansi, the river has been
dammed to supply the Betwa Canal, a protective work which serves part
of Jhansi, Jalaun, and Hamirpur, and was found of great value in
1896-7. Proposals are under consideration for damming the river at
other places, so as to increase the amount of water available, and one
dam has recently been completed. The chief tributaries are the Bes in
Central India, the Jamni and DHasAN in Jhansi, and the Pawan in
Hamirpur. The Betwa is mentioned in the Purinas, and also in the
Meghadita of Kalidasa. According to tradition, the Pandavas fought
with the king of Videsa (Bhilsa) on its banks.

Beypore River.—River of Southern India, flowing into the Arabian
Sea in 11° 10’ N. and 75° 50" E., and the most important of the rivers
in the south of Malabar District, Madras. It is fed by numerous streams
which drain the Nilambiir valley, the chief of which are the Ponpula,
or ‘gold river,” Cholayar, and Karimpula. They unite above Nilam-
bir, and the river flows through the north of Ernad, forming the
boundary of that #a2/«k. It is about go miles in length, and navigable
at all seasons as far as Mambat at the foot of the Vavil range; in the
rains small boats go up beyond Nilambir, and timber is floated down
in large quantities from the forests above. Near its mouth the river is
connected by narrow channels with Kallayi, the chief timber dép6t of
Malabar, and with Calicut by the ConoLLy CaNaL. The bar at the
mouth has always 12 feet of water over it, and at high tides from
16 to 18 feet.

Beypore Village.—Village in the Calicut 7a/x£ of Malabar District,
Madras, situated in 11° 11’ N. and 75° 49’ E., near the mouth of the
river of the same name, on its right bank. Many attempts have been
made to utilize the natural advantages of the position, but not with much
success. Saw-mills were opened in 1797, a canvas factory in 1805,
iron-works in 1848, and later a shipbuilding yard ; but all failed. For
some years it was the terminus of the Madras Railway on the west coast.
Population (r9o1), 1,500. The value of trade in 1903—4 was : imports,
2 lakhs ; exports, g lakhs.

Beyt Shankhodhar.—An islet in the Gulf of Cutch, forming
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a petty subdivision attached to the Okhamandal #i/uka, Amreli prant,
Baroda State. The name Shankhodhar is derived from the number of
shankhs or conchs found there, or from its fancied resemblance to this
shell. This island contains only one town, Beyt, situated in 22° 35" N.
and 69° ¢’ E., the population of which in 1gor was 4,615. Its area is
only 4 square miles ; but it is a most sacred place to Hindus, especially
Vaishnavas, as according to their legends a demon called Shankhasur
here swallowed the Vedas, which could not be recovered until Vishnu
became incarnate as a fish, and pursued Shankhisur into the depths
of the sea, whence he brought back the sacred books. The principal
temples are the old and new sacred shrines of Shankh Nariyan, and
those dedicated to Krishna’s four wives and his mother. The latter
shrines were of some antiquity, but were blown up by a British force in
the war with the Waghers in 1859. They were, however, rebuilt in the
same year by Khande Rao Gaikwar. The town possesses a munici-
pality, which receives an annual grant from the State of Rs. goo ;
a magistrate’s court, and a dispensary. The harbour is deep and
spacious, and small steamers can anchor close to the town in all seasons.

Bezwada Subdivision.—Subdivision of Kistna District, Madfas,
consisting of the fa@/uks of BEzwApa, NaNDIGAMA, NTzvip, and the
zamindari tahsil of TIRUVUR. )

Bezwidda Taluk.—Zu/uk of Kistna District, Madras, lying between
16° 18’ and 16° 44’ N. and 80° 21” and 80° 52" E., on the left bank,
of the Kistna river, with an area of 422 square miles. The population
in 1901 was 124,170, compared with 106,477 in 1891. BEzwADA
(population, 24,224) is the head-quarters, and there are 1o7 vjllages.
The demand on account of land revenue and cesses in 19o3—4
amounted to Rs. 3,15,000. The ##/uk includes the Kondapalli
hills, but most of it is a flat expanse of black cotton soil. Good
main roads lead towards Hyderabad, Ellore, and Masulipatam, but
communication with the two latter places during nine months in the
year is principally by the main canals of the Kistna irrigation system.
The country is liable to floods, owing to the freshes which come down
the river. The highest flood on record was that of 1go3, when the
river embankment gave way and Bezwida town and part of the /d/uk
were submerged.

Bezwada Town.—Town in Kistna District, Madras, situated in
16° 31" N. and 80° 37 E., on the northern bank of the Kistna river,
and at the foot of a low range of hills. It is the head-quarters of the
tdluk and subdivision of the same name, the central point on which all
the communications of the District converge, and the site of the great
anicut (dam) across the Kistna river. From it are led off the water-
ways that traverse the delta and connect the District with Nellore,
Madras, and Godavari Railways running to Madras, Calcutta, the



BHABAR 19

Nizam’s Dominions, and the Ceded Districts meet at Bezwada. Through
the town passes the high road from Masulipatam to Hyderabad, while
from the opposite bank of the river runs the great northern road from
Madras via Guntir. The East Coast line of the Madras Railway enters
the town over a girder-bridge three-quarters of a mile long; and a
telegraph wire that crosses the river from Bezwida to Sitanagaram
is the longest single span of such wire in the world, being over 5,000
feet in a straight line from support to support.

Bezwada had a population in 1gor of 24,224 (Hindus, 20,377;
Musalmins, 3,194 ; and Christians, 605), a remarkable increase upon
the total for 1881, which was only 9,336. It was constituted a muni-
cipality in 1888. The municipal revenue and expenditure during the ten
years ending 19o2—3 averaged Rs. 43,000. In 1903—4 the revenue and
expenditure was Rs. 48,000, the chief sources of income being taxes on
houses and lands and tolls. A scheme for supplying the town with water
has been considered and dropped. Bezwada is the head-quarters
of several of the engineers of the Public Works department in charge of
the delta irrigation works, and contains a high school managed by the
Church Missionary Society. It possesses a considerable internal trade ;
and, from its position at the head of the canal system, it is a place of
transhipment through which goods pass to and from different parts
of Godavari District.

From an antiquarian point of view, Bezwida is of some interest.
Attempts have been made to identify it with the place at which the
Chinese pilgrim Hiuen Tsiang, who visited India in the seventh century
A.D., resided for some months in a Buddhist monastery. The founda-
tion for this belief rests on the view that the cuttings on the hills
overhanging the town on the west mark the site of the monasteries he
mentions. The authorities, however, are not agreed on this point ;
Dr. Burgess, who examined the spot in 1881, holds that these cuttings
are nothing more than old quarries. It is a significant fact that Hiuen
Tsiang in his narrative makes no mention of the Kistna, which he could
hardly have failed to do had the place he describes been on the site of
the modern Bezwida. Not far from the town on the south side of the
river are situated the famous cave shrines of UNDAVALLE. In the
seventeenth century Akanna and Madanna, ministers of Abul Hasan,
the last of the Kutb Shahi dynasty of Golconda, fixed their head-
quarters at Bezwada, perhaps with a view to being as far as possible out
of the reach of the Mughal emperor. There is a popular legend to the
effect that from the Telegraph Hill above the town a subterranean
passage led to Hyderiabad, by which the ministers could perform the
journey to court and back in a single day.

Bhabar.—A portion of Naini Tal District, United Provinces, com-
prising the parganas of Chhakhita Bhabar, Chaubhainsi Bhabar,

c2
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Kaladhiingi, Chilkiya, and Kota Bhébar, and lying between 28° 51’ and
29° 35’ N. and 78° 57’ and 80° E., with an area of 1,279 square miles.
Population fell from 100,178 in 1891 to 93,445 in 1901. There are
sr1 villages and four towns, the largest being HALDWANT (population,
6,624), the cold-season head-quarters of the District. The demand
for land revenue in 1903-4 was Rs. 13,000, and no cesses are levied.
The density of population, 73 persons per square mile, is the lowest in
the District. This tract consists of a long narrow strip immediately
below the hills, and a great part of it is covered with thick forest or
dense jungle. The hill torrents sink into the porous mass of gravel,
boulders, and earth which make up the Bhabar, and, except during the
rains, water can hardly be obtained. Cultivation is thus entirely depen-
dent on canal-irrigation, by means of which magnificent crops of oil-
seeds are raised. The population is largely migratory, and moves up to
the hills in the hot season, returning in November. The greater part
of the cultivated land is held directly from the state as landlord. In-
cluding rents, the gross income from the land is about 1.4 lakhs. In
1903-4 the area under cultivation was 89 square miles, almost all of
which was irrigated.

Bhabar.--Petty State under the PALANPUR AGENcY, Bombay.

Bhabua Subdivision.—Western subdivision of Shahabad District,
Bengal, lying between 24° 32" and 25° 25” N. and 83° 19”and 83°54” E.,
with an area of 1,301 square miles. The subdivision consists of two_
sharply defined portions. To the north there is a flat alluvial plain, and
to the south the Kaimur range, a tract of hills and jungle, sparsely
cultivated and thinly populated The population in 1go1 was 306,401,
compared with 344,02 in 1891, the density being 236 persons per
square mile. The Kaimur Hills afford little space for cultivation, and
the Bhabua skdna, with 181 persons per square mile, has the scantiest
population of any tract in South Bihdr. The whole of the subdivision
is very unhealthy, and it also suffered severely in the famine of 1896-7.
It contains one town, BHABUA (population, 5,660), its head-quarters ;
and 1,427 villages. An old Hindu temple stands on Mundeswari hill,
and Chainpur also contains antiquities of some interest.

Bhabua Town.— Head-quarters of the subdivision of the same
name in Shahabad District, Bengal, situated in 25° 3' N. and 83° 37" E.
Population (1901), 5,660. It is connected by road with Bhabua Road
station on the Mughal Sarai-Gaya section of the East Indian Railway.
Bhabua was constituted a municipality in 1869. The income during
the decade ending 19or-2z averaged Rs. 4,200, and the expenditure
Rs. 3,500. In 1903—4 the income was Rs. 5,000, mainly from a tax on
persons (or property tax); and the expenditure was Rs. 4,000. The
town contains the usual public buildings; the sub-jail has accommoda-
tion for 14 prisoners.
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Bhadarva.—Petty State in REwA KANTHA, Bombay.

Bhadaur.—Town in the Anahadgarh nizdmat and taksi/, Patiila
State, Punjab, situated in 30° 28’ N. and 75° 23’ E., 16 miles west of
Barnila. Population (1901), 7,710. Founded in 1718 by Sirdar Dunna
Singh, brother of Raja Ala Singh of Patiala, it has since remained the
residence of the chiefs of Bhadaur. It is a flourishing town, with a
small manufacture of brass-ware.

Bhadaura.—Mediatized petty chiefship in the Central India Agency,
under the Resident at Gwalior, with a population (19o1) of 2,275. The
area is about 5o square miles, and it comprises 16 villages. Though
the Bhadaura family has long held its present possessions, the chiefship
itself was created only in 1820 by a grant of 5 villages from Daulat Rao
Sindhia, through the mediation of the Resident, the grantee Man Singh
undertaking to put a stop to the depredations of a marauding girasia,
Sohan Singh. The chief is a Sesodia Rajput of the Udaipur house,
and bears the title of Raja. Jagat Singh Sesodia, son of Himmat
Singh of UMR], originally acquired Bhadaura about 1720. The present
chief, Ranjit Singh, succeeded in 1901, and being a minor, the State is
managed by a Kdmdar under the direct supervision of the Resident.

About 10 square miles, or 20 per cent.,, of the total area are under
‘cultivation. The total revenue is Rs. 5,000, and the expenditure on the
administration Rs. 4,000. The chief place is Bhadauri, situated in
124° 48’ N. and 77° 24" E., on the Agra-Bombay road, 11 miles north of
Guna. Population (1901), 647. In former days some business used
to be done with merchants who passed up and down the road, but the
opening of the Guna-Baran and Sipri-Gwalior railways has reduced the
traffic to a very small amount.

Bhadgaon.—Town in the Pachora 7a/uka of East Khandesh Dis-
trict, Bombay, situated in 20° 40’ N. and 75° 14" E., on the left bank of
the Girna river, 34 miles south-east of Dhilia. Population (1go1),
7,956. It has been a municipality since 1869. The municipal income
during the decade ending 1901 averaged Rs. 5,900. In 1903-4 the in-
come was Rs. 6,900. In the neighbourhood is the Jamda canal. There
is some local trade in cotton, and two ginning factories are worked.
The town suffered greatly from a flood in September, 1872, when about
750 houses were washed away. The town contains a Subordinate
Judge’s court, a dispensary, and four schools, of which one, for girls,
contains 25 pupils.

Bhadli.—Petty State in KATHIAWAR, Bombay.

Bhadohi.— 7aAsi/ of Mirzapur District, United Provinces. See
KorH.

Bhadra.—Head-quarters of a #aksi/ of the same name in the Reni
nizamat of the State of Bikaner, Rijputina, situated in 29° 6’ N. and
75° 11/ E.. about 136 miles north-east of Bikaner city, and 35 miles
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almost due west of Hissar. Population (1901), 2,651. The town
possesses a fort, a post office, a vernacular school attended by 78 boys,
and a hospital with accommodation for 7 in-patients. The Bhadra
taksi/, which contains 1og9 villages and 31,994 inhabitants, was formerly
the estate of one of the principal Thakurs; but he was in constant
rebellion against the Darbar, and was finally dispossessed in 1818.
More than 44 per cent. of the population are Jats. The soil is on the
whole good, a considerable area is cultivated, and a few villages generally
receive a little water for irrigation from the Western Jumna Canal.

Bhadrachalam.--Western subdivision and 7a/«4 in the Agency tract
of Godavari District, Madras, lying between 17° 27" and 17° 57’ N. and
80° 52" and 81° 49" E., with an area of g11 square miles. The fa/uk is
cut off from the rest of the District by the Eastern Ghits, and extends
along the left bank of the Godavari river. The population in 1901 was
48,658, compared with 42,336 in 1891. It contains 320 villages,
Bhadriachalam being the head-quarters. The demand on account of
land revenue and cesses in 190o3—4 amounted to Rs. 23,000, Owing
to its situation above the Ghats, the climatic conditions of this t@luk
are somewhat different from those of the remainder of the District.

" Variations in temperature are greater, and the rainfall is almost entirely
due to the south-west monsoon. The #3/u4 is for the most part covered
with hills and forests, the Government ¢ reserved’ forests alone extend-
ing over 460 square miles, for which a District Forest officer has recently
been stationed at Kiinavaram. The Sabari, a large river which joins
the Godavari at Kanavaram, intersects it. Cholam (Sorghum vulgare)
is the staple crop, though rice and a little tobacco are grown alorg the
river banks.

Bhadrichalam was formerly part of an estate in Hyderabad territory.
It was ceded in 1860 and joined to the Central Provinces. In 1867
the minor feudatories in it were made practically independent of their
suzerain, the zamindir of Bhadrichalam, while the forests and 104
hill villages over which the latter had never exercised authority were
declared state property. In 1874 the sa/uk was transferred to the
Madras Presidency, and in 1879 the Scheduled Districts Act of 1874
was applied to it.

Bhadrakh Subdivision.—Southern subdivision of Balasore Dis-
trict, Bengal, lying between 20° 44” and 21° 15" N. and 86° 16" and
86° 58’ E., with an area of g3o square miles. The subdivision is
a fertile deltaic tract, watered by numerous streams which flow from
the Chota Nagpur plateau into the Bay of Bengal. The population in
1901 was 478,653, compared with 447,782 in 1891, the density being
515 persons per square mile. It contains one town, BHADRAKH
(population, 18,518), its head-quarters; and 1,246 villages. A large
trade passes through CHANDBALI port in the south of the subdivision.
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Bhadrakh Town.—Head-quarters of the subdivision of the same
name in Balasore District, Bengal, situated in 21° 3’ N. and 86° 31" E,,
on the banks of the Salandi at the 43rd mile of the trunk road below
Balasore town, Population (1901), 18,518. The town derived its name
from the goddess Bhadrakili, whose temple stands near the river. It
consists of a group of hamlets covering about 3 square miles, and is
divided into two quarters, the Naydbazar on the right bank of the
Silandi and the Purianabazar on the left, the latter being the chief
centre of trade. The principal articles of commerce are rice, salt,
kerosene oil, cotton, cattle, and hides. The town contains the usual sub-
divisional offices ; the sub-jail has accommodation for 14 prisoners.

Bhadran.—Town in the Baroda pranf, Baroda State, situated in
22° 22’ N. and 72° 55" E. Population (1901), 4,761. It is the head-
quarters of the Sisva pefa, a sub-maial of the Petlad faluka, and
possesses a municipality, magistrate’s court, vernacular school, and
local offices. The inhabitants are chiefly engaged in the cultivation of
tobacco, but there is also a fair trade in grain.

Bhadrapur.—Village in the Rampur Hat subdivision of Birbhim
Djstrict, Bengal, situated in 24° 16" N. and 87° 57" E., 4 miles south
of the Nawada station on the East Indian Railway. Population
(1901), 352. The village is interesting as containing the ruins of
the palace of Mahirija Nand Kumir (Nuncomar). There is a silk
factory here.

Bhadreswar.—Town in the Serampore subdivision of Hooghly
District, Bengal, situated in 22° 50’ N. and 88° 21" E., near the bank
of thg Hooghly. Population (1go1), 15,150. Tt is a thriving town and
has the largest rice-market in the District. The Victoria Jute Mills
give employment to 5,700 hands. Bhadreswar was constituted a
municipality in 1869. The income during the decade ending 1901-2
averaged Rs. 12,000, and the expenditure Rs. 11,000. In 19o3-4 the
income was Rs, 16,000, of which Rs. 7,000 was derived from a tax on
houses and lands ; and the expenditure was Rs. 14,000.

Bhadreswar (or Bhadrawati).— Site of an ancient city, now a petty
village, in the south-east of Cutch, Bombay. Most of the architectural
remains have been removed for building stone; but the place is still
interesting for its Jain temple, for the pillars and part of the dome of
a Saiva shrine with an interesting wdv or well, and for two mosques,
one of the latter almost buried by drifting sand from the shore. It was
a very ancient seat of Buddhist worship; but the earliest ruins now
existing belong to temples erected subsequent to A.D. 1125, when one
Jagadeva Sih, a merchant who had made a fortune as a grain-dealer in
a time of famine, received a grant of Bhadreswar, and in repairing the
temple ‘removed all traces of antiquity.” The temple was a celebrated
place of pilgrimage in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. At the
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close of the seventeenth century it was plundered by the Muhamma-
dans, and many of the images of the Jain Tirthankars were broken.
Since then it has been neglected, and having fallen into ruins, the
temple stones, and those of the old city fort, were used for the building
of the seaport town of Munra or Mundra.

(J. Burgess, Archaeological Survey of Western India, pp. 206~7
(1874-5).]

Bhadva.—Petty State in KATHIAWAR, Bombay.

Bhadvana.—Petty State in KATHIAWAR, Bombay.

Bhagalpur Division.—A Division of Bengal, bounded on the north
by Nepal, and lying between 23° 48’ and 27° 13’ N. and between
85° 36” and 88° 53" E. 'The Division formerly included the District of
Malda, transferred to Eastern Bengal and Assam in 1905 ; and Darjee-
ling, which used to be part of the Rajshahi Division, was at the same
time attached to this Division. The head-quarters of the Division are
at Bhagalpur town, except for a portion of the hot season when they
are at Darjeeling. It includes five Districts, with area, population, and

svenue as shown below :—

Area Lamii revenue 1
re . d cesses,
District. squaa:—: POPI“'a"""’ 193\?—4,c*i.n thou-
miles. got. sands of
rupees,
Monghyr . . . . .| 3,922 | 2,008,804 11,95
Bhagalpur . . . . .| 4,226 | 2,088,953 9,31
Purnea C el 4994 | 1,874,704 14,11
Darjeeling . . . . . 1,104 249,117 2,09
Santal Parganas . . . .| 5.470 | 1,809,737 3,84 o
Total | 19,776 | 8,091,405 41,30

The population in 1872 was 6,709,852, in 1881 it was 7,510,269, and
in 1891 it had grown to 7,990,464, the density being 409 persons
per square mile. In 1gor Hindus constituted 74-48 per cent. of the
population, Muhammadans 16-82 per cent., and Animists 7.93 per cent.,
while other religions included Christians (16,989, of whom 13,363 were
natives) and Jains (723).

The Division is intersected from west to east by the Ganges. The
country to the north is for the most part a flat alluvial formation rising
gradually towards the foot of the Himilayas, but the greater part of
Darjeeling is situated in the Lower Himilayas. In the south the Santal
Parganas form part of the Chota Nigpur plateau, which also encroaches
upon the southern portions of Bhagalpur and Monghyr Districts, the
hills extending in the latter District as far as the Ganges. These parts
are peopled by the Dravidian tribes of Chotd Nagpur, while north of
the Ganges and east of the Mahanandi river, in Purnea District,
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there is a strong admixture of the Koch tribe, the last of the invaders
from the north-east, and in Darjeeling more than half the population
are Nepalese.

The Division contains 14 towns and 18,670 villages; the largest
towns are BHAGALPUR (population, 75,760) and MoONGHYR (35,880).
Owing to plague in Monghyr at the time of the Census (March,
19o1), the figure represents less than its normal population, and a
second enumeration held four months later disclosed 50,133 inhabitants.
Bhagalpur town has a large export trade in agricultural produce ; and
a considerable traffic also passes through Monghyr, SAHIBGAN], and
RAjmAHAL. JAMALPUR contains the largest railway works in India,
and KATIHAR is an important railway junction where the Eastern
Bengal and the Bengal and North-Western Railway systems meet. The
hill station of DARJEELING is the summer head-quarters of the Bengal
Government and a military cantonment ; the Census held at the end of
the cold season of 1gor disclosed a population of 16,924 persons, but
at a special Census taken during the previous rains 23,852 persons were
enumerated. The temples of Baidyanath at DEOGARH in the Santal
Parganas are a great centre of Hindu pilgrimage, and rock sculptures
are found in Bhagalpur District. The most important historical event
of recent times was the Santil rebellion in 1855, which led to the
formation of the Santal Parganas into a non-regulation District.

Bhagalpur District (BAaglipur, meaning the ‘city of good luck’
or ‘the city of refugees’).—Central District of the Division of the
same name, lying between 24° 33" and 26° 34’ N. and 86° 19 and
87° 31/ E., with an area of 4,226 square miles. It is bounded on the
north by Nepal ; on the east, north of the Ganges, by the District of
Purnea ; on the south and east, south of the Ganges, by the Santal
Parganas ; and on the west by the Districts of Darbhanga and
Monghyr. . '

The District is divided into two nearly equal parts by the Ganges.
The northern half forms a continuation of the great alluvial plain of
Tirhut, being intersected by many rivers which are .
connected with each other by numerous didrs or ~ Physical

. aspects.

watercourses. The southern and eastern portions of :

this tract are liable to inundation by the flooding of these rivers and by
the overflow of the Ganges on its northern bank. The north-eastern
part of the District, which was formerly one of the most fertile regions
in the sub-fara/ rice tract, has been devastated by the changes in the
course of the river Kosi. On the south of the Ganges the land is low,
but about 20 miles south of Bhigalpur town it rises gently till it merges
in the hilly country of the Chotd Nagpur plateau.

The river system consists of a reach of the Ganges, about 60 miles in
length, with numerous Himilayan affluents on its north bank and a few
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hill streams on the south, which become in the rains large rivers, but
for the rest of the year are sandy watercourses ; of the latter the only
stream worthy of mention is the Chandan. The northern rivers, of
which the most important are the Tiljags, Bati, Dimri, Talaba, Parwan,
Kosi, Dhusan, Chalauni, Loran Katni, Daus, and Ghugri, run mostly
from north to south with a slightly eastward tendency. The larger of
them rise in Nepal at the foot of the Himalayas and fall into the
Ghugri, which in its turn joins the Kosi 6 miles from the confluence
of that river with the Ganges at Colgong. The two most important
rivers, the Kosi and the Ganges, have changed their courses in the past
and are liable to change them again in future. The channel of the
Kosi has been steadily advancing westward; and the large trading
village of Nathpur, which in 1850 lay some miles west of the river, has
been swept away and its site now lies many miles east of it. There
are no lakes in Bhagalpur, but shallow marshes are numerous. Large
tracts of land are flooded every year in the rains, and, as they dry up,
are cultivated and are very fertile.

The geological formations represented are the Archaean, the Gond-
wina, and the Gangetic alluvium. Throughout the greater part of the
District the older rocks are almost entirely concealed by alluvium. In
the south the Archaean rocks rise above the level of the alluvial plain,
and consist partly of crystalline rocks of varied constitution, belonging
to the division designated Bengal gneiss, partly of a very ancient serics
of altered stratified rocks, not unlike the Dharwar schists of Southern
India. Along the southern banks of the Ganges various rocks are
exposed in detached spurs and outlying prolongations of the Rijpahal
hills. Some small islands of an exceptionally granitoid gneiss occur in
the Ganges at Colgong. The remaining exposures belong to the Gond-
wana series. The hills at Pirpainti consist of basic volcanic rocks of
the Rajmahal group, which belongs to the Upper Gondwina ; those at
Patharghita, north-east of Colgong, of Damodar rocks belonging to
the lower coal-bearing series. The latter contain siliceous white clays
suitable for the manufacture of many articles of hard pottery, and have
been unsuccessfully explored for coal*.

The north of the District is covered in places by deposits of sand
left by the Kosi, on which nothing grows except high jungle grass ; but
the greater part consists of fertile land. South of the Ganges the soil
is rich and covered with crops, and mango and palm groves abound.
The latter, however, practically cease in the rising ground 20 miles
south of Bhagalpur town, and mangoes grow only in scattered groups ;
the makua-tree (Bassia latifolia) here becomes common, the red cotton-
tree (Bombax malabaricum) attains a great size, and patches of dkdk

' This account was contributed by Mr. IX. Vredenburg, Deputy Superintendent,
Geological Survey of India.
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jungle appear, interspersed with large trees, the most important being
the sal/ (Skorea robusta), the abniis or Indian ebony, and Zerminalia.

The sloth or Indian bear (Melursus ursinus) occurs in the south
of the District; it is usually harmless unless attacked. Tigers are
found occasionally in the high grass jungles of the Kosi in the
north-east, and leopards in the hilly country to the extreme south
of the District, while several species of wild cat are met with, including
the palm civet or ‘toddy cat’ (Paradoxurus niger), so called from its
alleged habit of drinking the juice of the palmyra palm. Wild hog are
found in all parts of the District, but are most common north of the
Ganges, where they do considerable damage to the crops and are used
by the lower castes for food.

The climate is pleasant and healthy. In the south the summer
months are very hot, but in the extreme north the climate is cool
throughout the year. Mean temperature varies from 62° in January to
89° in May. The highest average maximum is ¢7° in April. The
annual rainfall averages 51 inches, of which 8.5 inches fall in June,
13:1 in July, 11-7 in August, and 9-3 in September. Rainfall is fairly
evenly distributed over the whole area, but the average is rather higher
towards the north.

The earthquake of 1897 caused considerable damage in Bhagalpur
town, but only one life was lost. In September, 1899, the eastern part
of South Bhagalpur, including the country about Colgong, suffered very
severely from a heavy flood. Owing to a cyclonic cloud-burst, the river
Chandan rose in flood, broke its embankments, and flooded all the
countsy in the neighbourhood of Ghoga, while the railway bridge near
Ghoga was washed away ; altogether about 1,800 lives were lost and
25,000 houses destroyed. In 19o6 serious distress was caused by
floods in the extreme west of the Madhipurd and Supaul subdivisions,
the crops being entirely destroyed in parts of the former; and there
was also some distress in the head-quarters subdivision between the
Ganges and Tiljiga.

Historically there is little of interest in the annals of Bhagalpur until
the later Musalman times. The town of Bhagalpur is occasionally
referred to in the Akbarnama, and in the Ain-i-
Akbari it is mentioned as the chief town of makal
or pargana Bhigalpur, which was assessed at Rs. 1,17,403. Akbar’s
troops are known to have marched through it when invading Bengal
in 1573 and 1575; and in the second war against the Afghans, Man
Singh made Bhagalpur the rendezvous of all the Bihar contingents
which in 1591 were dispatched thence to Burdwan before the invasion
of Orissa. The town was subsequently made the seat of an imperial
Jaujdar or military governor.

When the East India Company assumed the Diwini of Bengal

History.
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(1765), Bhagalpur District formed the eastern part of the Muham-
madan sarkar of Monghyr, and lay, with the exception of one pargana,
to the south of the Ganges. At that time the country to the south and
west was so unsettled, owing to the inroads of hill tribes, that the
exact boundaries of the District in those directions cannot be deter-
mined ; and it was not until 1774 that an officer was specially deputed
to ascertain its limits. Till 1769 the revenue and criminal jurisdiction
continued in native hands; but at the end of that year an English
Supervisor was appointed, who lived at Rajmahal and whose duties
were ‘to obtain a summary history of the provinces, the state, produce,
and capacity of the lands, the amount of the revenues, the cesses, and
all demands whatsoever which are made on the cultivators, the manner
of collecting them, and the gradual rise of every new import, the regula-
tion of commerce, and the administration of justice.” In 1772, when
the Company took the management of the revenue into its own hands,
it was found that during the past seven years more than g5 lakhs of land
revenue had been embezzled annually. Measures were at once taken
to put the collections on a more satisfactory footing, and the zamindars
were ordered to live on their estates and attend to the collection pf
their rents, and were imprisoned if they fell into arrears. The Collector
next turned his attention to the administration of criminal justice.
The ravages of the marauding hill tribes in the south had become so
serious that, in December, 1777, and January, 1778, 44 villages were
plundered and burned, and in May, 1778, the hillmen actually carried
off some of the Collector’s tents within a few miles of Bhagalpur town.
Property and life were insecure, and it became a matter of supreme
importance to pacify these hill tribes. In conjunction with Captain
James Brown of Rajmahil, Augustus Clevland, at that time Collector
of the District, carried out a scheme which resulted in 1780 in the
pensioning of the hill chiefs. From this time matters improved ; and
though the ravages of the hillmen did not at once cease, the prompt
measures which followed upon each inroad at length produced the
desired effect, and the country became finally free from attack.

There have been many changes of jurisdiction in the District, and
it has lost little by little the character of a South Gangetic tract
which it had when it first came into British possession. A stretch of
700 square miles on the north of the river was added to it in 1864, and
a further important transfer was made in 1874, when the Kharagpur
pargana was separated from Bhagalpur and added to Monghyr
District.

The most interesting archaeological remains are at MANDARGIRI;
there are rock sculptures at JaAHANGIRA and PATHARGHATA, a rock
temple at CoLGONG, and the remains of Buddhist monasteries at
SuLTANGAN]J. The Birbandh, an embankment running for 2o miles
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along the west bank of the Daus river in the north, is usually repre-
sented as being a fortification erected by a prince named Bir—a
supposition favoured by the fact that the Daus is at present an
insignificant stream which does not need embanking. At one time,
however, the river was possibly much larger, and it may be that the
Birbandh was raised to restrain its overflow. At Champanagar near
Bhagalpur town there are two remarkable places of worship belonging
to the Jain sect of Oswils, one of them erected by the great banker
of the eighteenth century, Jagat Seth; and also the mausoleumv of
a Muhammadan saint, Makhdim Shah, the inscription on which
states that it was erected in 1615 by Khwaja Ahmad Samarkandi,
Jaujdar of sarkdr Monghyr. Other objects of interest near the town
are the KARANGARH plateau, which formerly contained the lines of the
Hill Rangers (a regiment embodied by Clevland about 1780), and
a monument erected to the memory of Clevland by the landholders
of the District.

The population of the present area increased from 1,826,038 in 1872
to 1,967,635 in 1881, to 2,032,696 in 1891, and to 2,088,953 in 19o1.
T he District is generally healthy, but the Kishanganj
thana and parts of Madhipura bordering on the Kosi
are notoriously malarious. Cholera usually occurs in localized epi-
demics from April to June and August to October ; it was very severe
and widespread in 1goo. Deaf-mutism is prevalent in the Colgong,
Bihpur, and Bhagalpur #4dnas which adjoin the Ganges, and in the
Supaul subdivision on the right bank of the Kosi. Details of the
population in each subdivision in 1901 are given below :—

Population.

l
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Bhagalpur .| 934| 2 830| 585,244 | 627 | + 6.0 | 30,675
Binks: . .| 1,183 L. 994 | 433,499 | 367 | + 24 | 13,117
Madhipura . |1,176] ... 757| 539,310 476 | + 2.8 | 12,791
Supaul . ol 934 ... 482| 510,900 547 | — 6.1 | 12,677
District total | 4,226 | 2 |3,0632,088,953| 494 | + 2.8 69,2;0

The two towns are BHAGALPUR, the head-quarters, and CoLcong.
The population is not so dense as in the Districts to the west, a fact
which may be ascribed to a less fertile soil and less healthy climate,
combined in the Madhipura subdivision, where there has been an
actual loss of population, with occasional floods from the Kosi which
leave behind them a barren sediment of sand. There is a considerable
gain by immigration from the Districts on the west and the United
Provinces, which is more than counterbalanced by large emigration
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to Purnea and the Santal Parganas. The vernacular spoken is
the Maithili dialect of Bihiri; in the south a sub-dialect known as
Chhika Chhiki 4o/ is used. Hindus number 1,875,309, or 89.8
per cent. of the total population, and Muhammadans 209,311, or 10
per cent.

Among the Hindus the most numerous castes are the Ahirs and
Goalas (367,000), Dhanuks (103,000), Musahars (94,000), Chamars
(90,000), Koiris (89,000), Tantis (80,000), and Dosidhs (79,000),
while other functional castes are also well represented. Being bounded
by the Nepal Zara on the north and the Santal Parganas on the south,
the District contains a large aboriginal element, and the Musahars,
Chamars, and Dosadhs consist almost entirely of semi-Hinduized
aborigines. Gangautds (56,000, chiefly in the head-quarters sub-
division) and Gonrhis (49,000, chiefly in the Supaul subdivision) are
more common here than elsewhere ; and there are 24,000 Santils,
mostly in the zkanas bordering on the Santil Parganas. Of the
Muhammadans g2,000 are Shaikhs, but Jolihas and Kunjras are also
numerous. Agriculture supports 68.6 per cent. of the population,
industries 10-7 per cent., commerce 1-2 per cent., and the professions
0-9 per cent.

Two missionaries of the Church Missionary Society, stationed at
Champanagar, a few miles from Bhagalpur town, work in Bhagalpur,
Purnea, and Monghyr Districts. There is also an independent mission
at Jaypur in the south of the District, and Bhagalpur is a station of the
Church of England Zanana Missionary Society. In the latter town
a fine church for the native congregation, a high school, an orphanage,
and a leper asylum are superintended by missionaries. In 1901 the
number of native Christians was 514.

The soils on the two sides of the Ganges are very different. On the
north the soil, like that of Lower Bengal, consists chiefly of good clays
intermixed with sand, which are ordinarily very friable.
On the south of the river five different kinds are
found. Along the south-eastern boundary is a high belt of land some
6 to 10 miles wide, containing gravel, granite, jasper, and basalt ; this
is the least productive soil, but grows rakar and is well wooded.
Of less elevation, but still above flood-level, is @74 land, which yields
rich cold-season crops, such as wheat, barley, oats, mustard, and sugar-
cane, and is classed as either sa/z or dosa/ according as it gives one or
two crops in the year. Land fit for growing rice is known as &keyar:
land, which is also divided into the same two classes according to the
number of crops it produces; some of this land, however, loses much
of its value from the presence of calcareous nodules or from efflores-
cence of soda. Chaur is very low marsh land, which cannot be culti-
vated till after the rainy season is passed. Didra is land lying on the

Agriculture.
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bank of the Ganges which is subject to yearly inundation ; it produces
good cold-season crops and is very suitable for the cultivation of
indigo. When covered with a layer of sand, it is called balibandt;
and if the sand is not more than 18 inches deep, the long tap-root
of the indigo plant reaches to the good soil below and the plant
flourishes.

In 1903-4 the cultivated area was estimated at 3,320 square miles
and the cultivable waste at 312 square miles, details by subdivisions
not being available. About 35 per cent. of the cultivated area is twice
cropped.

Rice is the staple food-grain. The principal crop is the aghans or
winter rice, which is sown in May and reaped in December or January,
and covers 1,707 square miles; while the bAado: or early crop, which
is also sown in May but reaped in August, covers 495 square miles.
Other staple crops are maize (391 square miles) and marua (192), while
important food-grains are wheat (353), barley, jowdr, and gram. Oil-
seeds include linseed, rapeseed, mustard, castor-oil, and #/; cotton and
jute are the chief fibres, but a new fibre, rhea, is now being grown at
Bangaon and may possibly become important. Sugar-cane (100 square
miles) is more extensively grown than in any other District of Bengal ;
'on the other hand indigo with 12,000 acres, though still an important
crop, has been affected by the fall in prices in recent years.

Improvements have been effected in the cultivation of sugar-cane,
and the Naini Tal potato has also been introduced with success.
Loans under the Agriculturists’ Loans Act have been granted freely
in times of distress; Rs. 36,000 was advanced in 1892-3 on account
of the failure of the crops, Rs. 30,000 in 1897-8, another year of
scarcity, and Rs. 16,000 in 1899-1900 in consequence of disastrous
floods.

As elsewhere in Bihar, the cattle are of a better and stronger breed
than those of Bengal proper. There is no lack of pasturage; the
ghoghras of Katiiria in the south and the ¢Aaur lands of the Dharampur
pargana in the north provide abundance of grazing land, and scarcity
of fodder is seldom experienced even in periods of drought or
famine. The only cattle fair of importance is held at Singheswar in
Madhipura.

There are no canals ; irrigation is carried on principally by means
of reservoirs and the system of dkars and pains which is common
throughout Bihar. A reservoir is made on the side of a hill near
a river as high up as is feasible ; and when the river comes down in
flood, water is diverted into the reservoir and is subsequently carried
where required over a series of terraces. This scheme of irrigation
removes the need for canals, and produces excellent crops upon most
unpromising land. It fails only when the opportunity of filling the
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reservoirs is missed, and the last flood of the river comes down without
advantage being taken of it. The area of land irrigated by means of
tanks and wells is estimated at 1,121 square miles.

Lead ores (principally argentiferous galena) occur at Gauripur or
Phaga, Dahijar, Khanda, Gamharia, Khajuria, and Karikhar. At
Phagd 103 oz. 2 dwt. 12 grs. of silver and at Khajurid 46 oz 4 dwt.
3 grs. have been obtained per ton of lead from galena ; but two attempts
made to work galena in 1878-9 and in 19oo were soon abandoned.
Other minerals existing in the District are sulphide of lead, sulphuret
of antimony, malachite, talc, chlorite, and jasper. Iron ore is also
distributed over the whole of the hilly country, but is not much worked.
Close to Colgong there are several small hills consisting of piled
masses of a very compact grey granite, which appears at one time
to have been quarried for the construction of temples.

The principal manufactures are fasar silk and éaffa cloths, indigo,
g%, iron and brass utensils, cloth, and lac bracelets. Gur (molasses)
is made at Banka and exported to Lower Bengal;
coarse coloured glass used for bracelets is manu-
factured at Bhagalpur ; and carpets and blankets are
made in the Central jail. The manufacture of Zasar is carried on by
means of hand-looms of a primitive kind. The silk is woven with
a mixture of cotton in various proportions, and the pieces of cloth
produced are called by different names according to the proportion of
cotton in warp or woof. The indigo industry is declining owing to
the competition of the artificial dye; and in 1903-4 the out-turn was
only 75 tons. In Bhagalpur town there are a few small factories of
aerated water.

The chief imports are coal and coke, salt, cotton piece-goods, gunny-
bags, gram and pulses, silk (raw), and tobacco (raw) ; the chief exports
are rice and paddy, wheat, gram and pulses, linseed, mustard seed, and
indigo. The imports are received by rail or steamer from Eastern
Bengal or come down by road from Nepil. In order to gauge the
extent of trade with Nepdl, three registration posts have been established
on the three main routes from the north ; but a part of the trade comes
by intermediate routes and so escapes observation. The export trade,
like the import trade, is largely with Nepil and Eastern Bengal. The
important trade centres are: in the south, Sultinganj, Bhagalpur,
Colgong, Pirpainti, Belhar, Amarpur, Barahat, Jaypur, and Banka; and
in the north, Madhipur3, Kishanganj, Bangaon, Pratipganj, Bihpur,
and Supaul. In the south most of the trade is carried by the East
Indian Railway loop-line and by the Steam Navigation Company,
whose boats facilitate the carriage of grain from the Gangetic tracts.
New trade facilities have been afforded by the opening of the railway
connecting Sonpur with Katihar and the branch line from Bihpur to

Trade and
communications.
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Barari, which have diverted a large amount of the trade of North
Bhagalpur, but have hardly affected traffic in the south.

Three main railway lines run east and west almost parallel through
the District. The loop-line of the East Indian Railway (broad gauge)
passes along the south bank of the Ganges, with a branch line from
Sultanganj station to Sultinganj Ghat for goods only. On the north
bank runs the Hajipur-Katihar extension of the Bengal and North-
Western Railway (metre gauge). In connexion with it is a branch line
from Bihpur to Barari Ghat, from which a steam ferry plies across the
river to Bhagalpur ; it is proposed to construct a line from the south
bank of the river to Bhagalpur railway station. The Tirhut State
Railway (metre gauge), worked as part of the Bengal and North-Western
Railway system, passes through the north of the District, terminating
on the east at Khanwa Ghat on the Kosi, where it is connected by
a ferry with the line from Anchrd Ghiat to Katihar. A new line
running from Mansi in Monghyr north to Bhaptidhi to connect the
Hajipur-Katihar Railway with the Tirhut State Railway is under con-
struction, and from this line a branch will run to Madhipurd. A
prgposal has also been made to construct a branch from Bhagalpur
via Bausi to Deogarh in the Santal Parganas.

Including 39% miles of village tracks, the District contains 1,763
miles of road, of which 633 are metalled. The principal metalled
road leads from Bhagalpur town to the Santil Parganas via Jagdispur
and Bausi. Other important roads run west to Monghyr, east to
Sahibganj, and north to Madhipurd and Supaul.

The, principal waterway is the river Ganges, on which traffic is carried
on by the Steam Navigation Company. Most of the rivers in the north
of the District are navigable for part of the year. The Tiljuga is
navigable by boats of 70 tons as far as Tilakeswar, and the lower
reaches of the Dimrd and Talaba are navigable by boats of g tons.
The Kosi is very dangerous for navigation, owing to the frequent
changes in its course and its strong current during the rains. In
addition to the ferries across the Kosi at Khanwa Ghat and across the
Ganges at Bhagalpur, there are important ferries at Colgong and
Sultanganj.

Bhagalpur has suffered from time to time from scarcity, and there
are records of famines in 1770, 1775, 1779, and 1783. From that
date there seems to have been no year of great
distress till 1866, the year of the Orissa famine, when
Bhagalpur suffered considerably, the price of rice in July, 1866,
rising to 8% seers for a rupee. In the famine of 1874 elaborate
measures were taken to relieve distress. The total expenditure exceeded
9 lakhs, but a part of this consisted of advances to cultivators which
were afterwards partially realized. In the famine of 1896-7 a portion
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of the District, 300 square miles in area, was affected and required
a limited amount of relief. Test works were opened early in 1897,
but they failed to show any great demand for labour, the number
of persons in receipt of relief never exceeding 25,000.

For administrative purposes the District is divided into four subdivi-
sions, with head-quarters at BHAGALPUR, BANKA, MADHIPURA, and
SupauL. The District Magistrate-Collector is assisted at head-quarters
by a staff consisting of five Deputy-Magistrate-
Collectors and two Sub-Deputy Collectors, and also
occasionally by a Joint or Assistant Magistrate. The outlying sub-
divisions are in charge of Deputy-Magistrate-Collectors, the subdivi-
sional officers of Supaul and Madhipura being usually assisted by
a Sub-Deputy-Collector.

'The civil courts subordinate to the District and Sessions Judge, who
is also Judge of Monghyr, are those of three Sub-Judges at head-
quarters and of five Munsifs, of whom two are stationed at Bhagalpur
and one each at Banka and Madhipura, while the fifth is an additional
Munsif for Madhipura and Begusarai in Monghyr. The criminal
courts include those of the Sessions Judge, an Assistant Sessions Jugge,
the District Magistrate, and the above-mentioned magistrates. The com-
monest cases are those arising out of disputes about land ; in recent
years there has been an outbreak of dacoity in the north of the District.

As already stated, Bhagalpur formed under Muhammadan rule pat
of the sarkar of Monghyr, and the amount of land revenue for which
it was liable cannot be separately determined ; it is, however, known
that the zaminddrs in the hilly parts of the Banka subdivision gnjoyed
a semi-independence and seldom paid any revenue at all. In con-
sequence of the embezzlements which followed the Permanent Settle-
ment, the land revenue in 1799 amounted to only 3-10 lakhs; and
owing to the backward condition of the District at the time of the
settlement and to the imperfect assessments originally made, the inci-
dence of land revenue is extraordinarily low, amounting for the whole
District to R. o~4-6 per cultivated acre and to less than 11 per
cent. of the rental. In many places, especially in the Banka sub-
division, there has been a great development of estates in recent years,
and villages with a rental of more than Rs. 1,000 are paying a nominal
revenue of Rs. 8 a year. In the north the westward advance of the
river Kosi has washed away a number of estates, and the proprietors
have allowed them to be sold for arrears of revenue. In this way the
number of Zkds mahals is increasing. In all, however, only 70 estates
with a current demand of Rs. 38,000 are held direct by Government,
the remainder of the District, with the exception of 1o temporarily
settled estates paying Rs. 2,000, being permanently settled. During
the last century the subdivision of estates has been remarkable, the
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number of estates increasing thirty-fold and the number of proprietors
eighty-fold in that time. In the south the rent of low land suitable for
rice cultivation varies from 12 annas to Rs. 6 per acre and of b4tk or
high land from Rs. 3 to Rs. g per acre, while high jungle lands fetch
only from 6 annas to Rs. 1-8~o. In the north, rice land varies from -
12 annas to Rs. 4-1, and 4/4:7% land from 12 annas to Rs. 3-8 per acre.
The average area of a ryot’s holding in the south is from 8 to 15 acres,
but in the north it is less. A ryot with a holding of 20 acres is con-
sidered to be well-to-do, and holdings of more than 40 acres are almost
confined to the makdjan class, who lend money and grain at interest.

The following table shows the collections of land revenue and of
total revenue (principal heads only), in thousands of rupees :- -

|
1 1880-1. 1890-1. 1900-1. 1003-4.

Land revenue .
Total revenue.

l 5,71 6,02 5,97 5,96
14,15 15,07 17,46 17,28

Outside the municipalities of BHAGALPUR and CoLGONG, local affairs
are» managed by the District board, to which subdivisional local boards
are subordinate. In rgo3—4 its income was Rs. 2,31,000, including
‘Rs. 1,38,000 from rates; and the expenditure was Rs. 2,30,000, the
chief item being Rs. 1,57,000 spent on public works.

The only important work constructed by the Public Works depart-
ment is the Chindan embankment. This extends for 33 miles along
the left bank of the Chandan river, and protects an area of about
4% square miles, including the village of Banka and some low-lying
land in the vicinity. Other smaller embankments have been con-
structed by zamindars.

The District contains 21 ¢Adnas or police stations and 10 outposts.
The force subordinate to the District Superintendent in 1903 consisted
of 4 inspectors, 33 sub-inspectors, 38 head-constables, and 399 con-
stables ; there was also a rural police force of 194 daffaddrs and
3,782 chaukidars. A company of military police is stationed at
Bhagalpur town. The training-school for officers of the Bengal police
service is at Bhagalpur, and during the year 170 cadets and ¢ proba-
tionary Assistant Superintendents were trained there. A Central jail at
Bhagalpur has accommodation for 1,964 prisoners, and subsidiary
jails at Banka, Madhipuri, and Supaul for 45.

Education is backward, only 3.3 per cent. of the population
(66 males and o-1 females) being able to read and write in 19o1. An
‘advance has, however, been made in recent years; for though the
number of pupils under instruction fell from 21,286 in 1880-1 to
17,306 in 1892-3, it increased again to 25,387 in 19oo-1. In 1903~4,
27,996 boys and 2,492 girls were at school, being respectively 18-1 and

na



36 BHAGALPUR DISTRICT

1-5 per cent. of those of school-going age. The number of educational
institutions, public and private, in that year was 1,319, including
one Arts college, 19 secondary, 962 primary, and 337 special schools.
The expenditure on education was Rs. 1,60,000, of which Rs. 15,000
was met from Provincial funds, Rs. 35000 from District funds,
Rs. 2,000 from municipal funds, and Rs. 74,000 from fees. The chief
educational institution is the Tejnardyan Jubilce College in BHAGAL-
PUR town ; the only other notable school is the Sanskrit fo/ at KaRAN-
GARH. A Santdl boys’ school and a Santal girls’ school near the
eastern border have a large attendance, while all the primary schools in
the south of the District are attended by boys of aboriginal races.

. In 1903 the District contained 13 dispensaries, of which 6 had
accommodation for 70 in-patients. At these the cases of 71,000 out-
patients and 954 in-patients were treated during the year, and 4,206
operations were performed. The expenditure was Rs. 24,000, of
which Rs. 1,800 was met from Government contributions, Rs. 8,000
from Local and Rs. 4,000 from municipal funds, and Rs. 8,000 from
subscriptions.

Vaccinaticn is compulsory only in municipal areas. In 19o3~4ethe
number of persons successfully vaccinated was 72,000, representmg

35-8 per 1,000 of the population.

[M. Martin (Buchanan Hamilton), Zastern India, vol. ii (1838);
Sir W. W. Hunter, Statistical Account of Bengal, vol. xiv (1877).]

Bhagalpur Subdivision.—Head-quarters subdivision of Bhagalpur
District, Bengal, lying between 25° 4" and 25° 30’ N. and 86° 39’ and
87° 317 E., with an area of 934 square miles. The subdivision eonsists
of an alluvial tract of great natural fertility, bounded on the north by
the Ghugri and intersected by the Ganges. The population in 1901
was 585,244, compared with 552,279 in 1891, the density being
627 persons per square mile. It contains two towns, BHAGALPUR
(population, 75,760), the head-quarters, and CoLcoNG (5,738); and
830 villages. Bhagalpur, SuLTancaN], and Colgong are important
marts on the banks of the Ganges. There are archaeological remains
of interest at these places, as well as at JAHANGIRA, KARANGARH,
and PATHARGHATA.

Bhagalpur Town.-—Head-quarters of the Division and District of
the same name in Bengal, situated in 25° 15’ N. and 87° o’ E., on the
right bank of the Ganges and on the East Indian Railway, distant
from Calcutta 265 miles by rail and 326 by river. Bhagalpur figures
more than once in Muhammadan chronicles of the sixteenth century.
Akbar’s troops marched through the town when invading Bengal in
1573 and 1575. In Akbar’s second war against the Afghin king of
Bengal, his Hindu general Man Singh made Bhagalpur the rendezvous
of all the Bihar contingents, which in 1592 were sent thence over
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Chota Nagpur to Burdwan, where they met the Bengal levies, and the
united army invaded Orissa. The town was subsequently made the
seat of an imperial faxjddr or military governor. The town contains
two monuments to the memory of Augustus Clevland, Collector
of Bhagalpur towards the end of the eighteenth century, one of
brick, erected by the landholders of the District, the other of stone
sent out by the Directors of the East India Company from England.
Within the town and its neighbourhood (at Champanagar) are some
interesting Muhammadan shrines, and two remarkable places ot
worship, belonging to the Jain sect of Oswils, one of them erected by
the great banker of the eighteenth century, Jagat Seth. The Karan-
GARH plateau near the town formerly contained the lines of the Bhagal-
pur Hill Rangers organized by Clevland in 1780.

The population increased from 65,377 in 1872 to 68,238 in 1881, to
69,106 in 1891, and to 75,760 in 1901, of whom 70 per cent. were
Hindus and 29 per cent. Musalmins, while there were 333 Christians
and 118 Jains. The town is thriving, its growth being due mainly to
a great development in the export trade in agricultural produce, which
hag led to the opening of a second railway station. It contains the
usual criminal, revenue, and civil courts, a police training school,
Central jail, Arts college, dispensary with 32 beds, and a Lady Dufferin
hospital. The jail has accommodation for 1,964 prisoners, who are
employed in the manufacture of blankets and carpets, canework, furni-
ture-making, carving, oil-pressing, grain-grinding, and rope-making.
Cerebro-spinal fever has been practically endemic in the jail since
1897, outbursts occurring at varying intervals ; the disease appears to
be commonest among prisoners employed on dusty forms of labour, in
the garden and on road-making. The Jubilee College, built by Babu
Tejnarayan Singh, a zaminddr of the town, in 1887, was raised to the
first grade in 1890, when law classes were opened. The college has
a fine building and a strong staff of professors ; a hostel for boarders is
attached to it.

Bhagalpur was constituted a municipality in 1864. The income
during the decade ending 19o1-2 averaged 1.36 lakhs, and the expen-
diture 1.15 lakhs. In 19o3-4 the income was 1-29 lakhs, including
Rs. 32,000 derived from a tax on houses and lands, Rs. 21,000 from
a water rate, Rs. 11,000 from tolls, Rs. 12,000 from a conservancy rate,
and Rs. 10,000 from a tax on vehicles. ‘T'he incidence of taxation was
Rs. 1-2—4 per head of the population. In the same year the expendi-
ture was 1-12 lakhs, the chief items being Rs. 3,000 spent on drainage,
Rs. 20,000 on conservancy, Rs.g,000 on medical relief, Rs. 17,000
on roads, and Rs. 1,900 on education. The town is a very healthy
one, with a natural system of drainage and a filtered water-supply,
which was extended in 1896-7 to the suburbs of Nathnagar and
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Champanagar, a loan of 3 lakhs being advanced by Government for the
purpose.

Bhiagirathi.—River of Bengal, being an offshoot of the Ganges,
which it leaves in Murshidabad District in 24° 35" N.and 88° 5" E. ;
it is also fed by tributaries from the eastern fringe of the Choti Nagpur
plateau. After flowing through Murshidabad, it constitutes the boun-
dary between Burdwan and Nadid Districts, till, after a total course of
140 miles, it unites with the JALANGI in 23° 25" N. and 88° 24’ E,, to
form the HoocHLY. From the dawn of history till probably some time
in the sixteenth century, the Bhagirathi formed the main stream of the
Ganges ; and in the eyes of Hindus this, and not the PADMA, is still the
sacred stream. The Hindu traditional account of its origin is as
follows : King Sagar was an ancestor of Rima, and had ninety-nine
times performed the Aswamedha jajna or ‘great horse sacrifice,” which
consisted in sending a horse round the world, with a defiance to any
one to arrest its progress. If the horse returned unopposed, it was
understood to be an acquiescence in the supremacy of the challenger,
and the animal was then solemnly sacrificed to the gods. King Sagar
made preparations for the hundredth performance of this ceremopy ;
but the god Indra, having himself performed the sacrifice a hundred
times, was jealous of being displaced by a rival, and therefore stole thes
horse and concealed it in a subterranean cell, where a holy sage was
absorbed in heavenly meditation. The 60,000 sons of Sagar traced the,
horse to its hiding-place, and, believing the sage to be the author of the
theft, assaulted him. The holy man, thus aroused from his meditation,
cursed his assailants, who were immediately reduced to ashes and
sentenced to hell. A grandson of Sagar, in search of his father and
uncles, at last found out the sage, and begged him to redeem the souls
of the dead. The holy man replied that this could only be effected if
the waters of the Gangi (the aqueous form of Vishnu and Lakshmi)
could be brought to the spot to touch the ashes. Now Gangi was
residing in heaven under the care of Brahmai, the Creator; and the
grandson of Sagar prayed, but unsuccessfully, that the goddess might
be sent to the earth. He died without issue, but a son, Bhagirath, was
miraculously born of his widow, and through his prayers Brahma
allowed Ganga to visit the earth. Bhagirath led the way till near the
sea, and then declared that he could not show the rest of the road,
whereupon Gangi, in order to make sure of reaching the bones of the
dead, divided herself into a hundred mouths, thus forming the delta of
the Ganges. One of these mouths arrived at the cell, and by washing the
ashes completed the atonement for the sin of the sons of king Sagar.

In the past the great capitals of Gaur (Lakhnauti), PANDUA, RAJ-
MAHAL, NaBabpwip, and SATGAON were situated on the banks of the
Bhagirathi. Its earliest bed, known as the Saraswati, left the modern
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Hooghly at Satgaon, and pursued a more westerly course to a point
near the place where the Damodar now joins the Hooghly. Large
vessels sailed up this river in the sixteenth century, and its silting up
led to the establishment of the port and town of Hooghly by the Portu-
guese in 1637. Local traditions have preserved no record of the
supplanting of the Bhagirathi by the present main channel of the
Ganges, and it was probably effected very gradually. Changes on
a great scale still take place in the bed of the Bhagirathi. Thus Nadia
was originally situated on the right bank, but the river, after rending
in twain the ancient city, now leaves the modern Nadia on its left bank.
The Bhagirathi has also eaten away a portion of the battle-field of
Prassev. In the present day its course frequently changes, and sand-
banks and other obstructions are constantly being formed. The bed
has largely silted up, and in the hot weather it degenerates into a string
of pools connected by shoals which are seldom navigable during this
season. It forms a part of the Napia RivERs system, and a series of
efforts have been made by Government to keep its channel clear for
navigation, but without very satisfactory results ; a new dredging scheme
hag now been formulated. The chief tributaries of the Bhagirathi are:
in Murshidabad, the united waters of the Bansloi and Pagla, and the
Chora Dekrd; and, in Burdwin, the Ajay and Khari, all on the right
bank. The principal towns® on its banks are: in Murshidabad,
JANGIPUR, J1AGANj, MURSHIDABAD, and BERHAMPORE ; in Burdwin,
KAatwa; and in Nadia, NaBapwip.

The name of Bhagirathi is also given to the main source of the
Ganges in the Himalayas.

Bhagwangola.—River mart in the Lalbagh subdivision of Murshid-
abad District, Bengal, situated in 24° 20’ N. and 88° 18’ E., on the
Ganges. Population (1901), 989. There are in reality two villages of
the name, 5 miles from each other, called New and Old Bhagwangola.
The latter was under Muhammadan rule the port of Murshidabad and
an important commercial town. In 1743 it was attacked four times by
the Marathds without success ; but subsequently, in 1750, it was taken,
plundered, and burned by them. Sirdj-ud-daula rested here in his
flight to Rajmahal. The river no longer flows by Old Bhagwingola,
and the traffic is confined to the new town.

Bhainsrorgarh.— Village and fort in the State of Udaipur, Rijput-
ana, picturesquely situated in 24° 58’ N. and 75° 34" E., at the con-
fluence of the Bamani and Chambal rivers, about 120 miles east-by-
north-east of Udaipur city. The place is included in an estate of the
same name, held by one of the first-class nobles of Mewar, who is styled
Rawat and belongs to the Chondiwat family of the Sesodia Raj-
puts. The estate consists of 127 villages, yielding an income of about
Rs. 80,000, and pays Rs. 6,000 as tribute to the Darbar. The fort,
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which is said to have been built by, and named after, a Mahajan called
Bhainsa Sih, possibly a servant of the Chauhan kings who ruled over
Sambhar and Ajmer, overlooks the sole passage which exists for many
miles across the Chambal. The place was taken by Ala-ud-din about
1303, and its palaces and temples were destroyed. At Barolli, about
3 miles north-east of Bhainsrorgarh, is a group of Hindu temples which
Fergusson considered the most perfect of their age that he had met
with in that part of the country and, ‘in their own peculiar style,
perhaps as beautiful as anything in India’ The principal temple,
dedicated to Ghateshwar, stands in a walled enclosure which is full of
other interesting buildings and remains, the most important being the
Singar Chaori or ‘nuptial hall’ of Raja Hun ; the shrines of Ganesh and
Nirad ; two columns, one erect and the other prostrate, probably
intended as a Zoran or trilithon ; the shrine of Asht Mata; and the
shrine of the Tri-murti or Hindu triad— Brahma, Vishnu, and Siva.
Outside the enclosure is a fountain or 4#nd with a miniature temple in
the middle, and surrounded by small shrines, in one of which is a
figure of Vishnu, reposing on the Sesk SZayya or ‘bed of the serpent,’
which Fergusson thought the most beautiful piece of purely Hipdu
sculpture he had seen. These buildings are said to belong to the
ninth, or possibly the tenth, century ; apd in carving and artistic con*
ception there is nothing in Mewir to equal them, except perhaps the
Sas Bahu temple at Nagda near Upaipur Cirty. ‘
[J. Tod, Annals and Antiguities of Rajasthan, vol. ii (1832);
J. Fergusson, Picturesque Illustrations of Ancient Architecture (1848).]
Bhairab.—Old river of Bengal. The Bhairab has long heen a
partly deserted channel, and only sections of it can now be traced;
but its name Bhairab (¢ the terrible ’) bears witness to the estimation in
which it was once held, and in its prime it must have been of great
hydrographic importance. The Bhairab takes off from the Ganges
almost opposite to where the Mahanandd flows into it; and it is
suggested that it originally formed a continuation of the Mahananda,
and that that river was cut into half by the Ganges as it worked its way
eastwards. The Bhairab at one time flowed across the present Districts
of Murshidibad, Nadii, Jessore, and Khulna into the Bay of Bengal,
but was intersected and cut into three pieces by the Jalangi and
Maitabhanga. In its upper course it at first silted up, but was sub-
sequently forced open again by floods in 1874 at its intake from the
Ganges, and expanded into an important distributary which poured its
waters into the Jalangi 40 miles farther south. The result was that the
channel of the Jalangi above the point of junction began to close up,
and the Bhairab is now the channel by which the Jalangl proper
derives its main water-supply from the Ganges. Lower down the
Bhairab flowed for a short distance through the channels now occupied
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by the Matabhanga-Churni, leaving them at Matidri, whence it passed
on towards Jessore. The main turrent was subsequently diverted
down the Kabadak, which was apparently originally only an offshoot
from the Bhairab at Tahirpur. The Bhairab itself has silted up below
Tahirpur to such an extent that its bed above Jessore town is now
little more than a line of marshes. From Basantia south of Jessore
town the Bhairab is still a navigable stream and a portion of its waters
join the Madhumati river, while the remainder pass by the Ripsa
river through a separate estuary to the sea.

Bhairab Bazar.—Village in the Kishorganj subdivision of Mymen-
singh District, Eastern Bengal and Assam, situated in 24° 2/ N. and
90° 59" E., where the old Brahmaputra enters the Meghna at the
boundary junction of the three Districts of Dacca, Tippera, and
Mymensingh. Population (19o1), 618. It is the most important com-
mercial mart of the District, possessing a large trade in jute and also in
salt imported under bond. A large cattle market is held here.

Bhairabi.—River in Darrang District, Eastern Bengal and Assam.
See BHARELL.

Bhairagnia.—Village in Muzaffarpur District, Bengal. .See Bair-
AGNIA.

Bhaironghati.—Temple and pass in the State of Tehri, United
Provinces, situated in 31° 2’ N. and 78° 53" E., at the confluence of the
Bhagirathi with the Jadhganga or Jahnavi. Both rivers flow in deep
gorges confined by perpendicular walls of granite, and the scenery is
wild in the extreme. One traveller has described the rocks as
resembling the massive towers, spires, and buttresses of some Gothic
cathedral reft asunder by an earthquake. A light iron-wire suspension
bridge, 250 feet long, crosses the Jahnavi at a height of 350 feet above
the torrent. The place is considered sacred to Bhairon (Siva), and is
visited by many pilgrims.

Bhaisa Taluk.—A former #a/vk in the east of Nander District,
Hyderabad State, incorporated in MUDHOL in 1905.

Bhaisa Town.—Former head-quarters of the fd/uk of the same
name, and now a town in the Mudhol #2/«% of Nander District, Hyder-
abad State, situated in 19° 7” N. and 77° 58” E., on the northern bank
of the Siddha river. Population (1901), 7,126. It contains the offices
of the Second and Third Talukdars and of a police inspector, a
Munsif’s court, a post office, a dispensary, two schools, and a ginning
factory. A weekly bazar is held, at which a large business is done in
cattle, grain, and cotton. In the town are situated an old Jima Masjid
and the shrines of three Musalmin saints.

Bhaisakho.— Z4akurat in the BHopAWAR AGENCY, Central India ;
also known as Garhi.

Bhaisaunda.—One of the CHauBe Jacirs in Central India,
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under the Political Agent in Baghelkhand, with an area of about
32 square miles, and a population (1901) of 4,168. The jagir was
created by a readjustment of shares which took place in 18157, The
present holder, Pandit Sri Chhatarsal Prasad Ja, succeeded in 188s.
He was educated at the Rajkumar College, Nowgong, and was entrusted
with the management of his jdg#» in 1903. The jagir contains 20 vil-
lages. Of the total area, 10 square miles, or 31 per cent., are cultivated.
The revenue is Rs. 9,000. Bhaisaunda, the chief place in the jdgir,
is situated in 25° 18’ N. and 80° 48’ E., 8 miles from Karwi station on
the Jhansi-Manikpur section of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway.
Population (1901), 1,386.

Bhaisola.— 7%akural in the BHOPAWAR AGENCY, Central India ; also
known as Dhotria.

Bhaja.—Village in the Maval zd/wka of Poona District, Bombay,
situated in 18° 44’ N. and 73° 29’ E.; about 7 miles south-west of
Khadkala, and about 2 miles south of Karli railway station. Popula-
tion (1go1), 366. It contains a group of eighteen early Buddhist caves
of about the second and first century B.cC., in the west face of the steep
hill, some 400 feet above the village. Beginning from the north, jhe
first is apparently a natural cavern 3o feet long and slightly enlarged.
The next ten are plain cells. The twelfth cave forms a chaitya or
chapel, and is, according to Dr. Burgess, of the greatest importance for
the history of cave architecture. The cave is 59 feet long by about
29 feet wide, with a semicircular apse at the back, and an aisle 3 feet
5 inches wide separated from the nave by twenty-seven plain octa-
gonal shafts 11 feet 4 inches high. The pillars rake inwards about
5 inches on each side, so that the nave is 15 feet 6 inches wide at the
tops of the pillars and 16 feet 4 inches at their bases. The ddgoba or
relic shrine is 11 feet in diameter at the floor, and the cylinder or drum
is 4 feet high. The dome is 6 feet high and the box upon it is two-
storeyed, the upper box being hewn out 1 foot 7 inches square inside
with a hole in the bottom 1 foot 8 inches deep and 7 inches in diameter.
The upper part of the box or capital is of a separate stone and hollowed,
showing clearly that it held some relic. On four of the pillars are
carved in low relief seven ornaments of Buddhist symbols. On the
left of the seventh pillar is a symbol formed of four tridents round a
centre, which perhaps contained a fan with buds and leaves at the
corners. On the eighth pillar on the right side are two flowers and what
looks like a fan, and on the left side a posy of holy flowers. The roof
is arched, the arch rising from a narrow ledge over the triforium 7 feet
5 inches above the tops of the pillars and 26 feet 5 inches high from the
floor. The roof is ribbed inside with teak girders, the first four of
which, and parts of some of the others, have given way or been pulled
down. The front must have been entirely of wood, and four holes in
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the floor show the position of the chief uprights. There are also mor-
tices cut in the rock showing where one of the chief cross-beams must
have been placed, probably to secure the lattice-work in the upper part
of the window. The front of the great arch is full of pin-holes in three
rows, about 170 in all, showing beyond doubt that some wooden facing
covered the whole of the front. The figures on the arch include that
of a female—high up on the left, much weather-worn, with a beaded
belt about the waist ; two half figures looking out of a window in the
projecting side to the right of the great arch, and on the same side
the heads of two others in two small .compartments on a level with the
top of the arch.

For a full description of the remaining caves, which are also interest-
ing, see the Bombay Gazetteer,vol. xviii. There are several inscriptions,
but they contain no information of special interest.

Bhajji.— One of the Simla Hill States, Punjab, lying between 31° 7
and 31°17” N.and 77°2"and 77° 23’ E., with an area of g6 square miles.
Population (1go1), 13,309. ‘The State lies on the south bank of the
Sutlej, and culminates in the Shali peak, 9,623 feet above sea-level.
The Ranas of Bhajji are Rijputs who came from Kangra and con-
quered the State many years ago. It was overrun by the Gurkhas
between 1803 and 1815, but on their expulsion in the latter year the
Rana was confirmed in his possessions by the British Government.
The present chief, Rina Durga Singh, succeeded in 1875. The State
has a revenue of Rs. 23,000, out of which Rs. 1,440 is paid as tribute.
Its principal product is opium of exceptional purity. Seoni, the
capital, lies on the Sutlej, and is celebrated for its sulphur hot springs
and a suspension bridge across the river.

Bhakar.—Native State in the Central Provinces. See CHANG
BHAKAR.

Bhakkar.—Fortified island in the river Indus, Sukkur District,
Sind, Bombay. .See BUKKUR.

Bhakkar Subdivision.—Subdivision of Mianwali District, Punjab,
consisting of the BHAKkAR and LLEIAH TAHsILS.

Bhakkar Tahsil.—Central cis-Indus faAsz/ of Mianwali District,
Punjab, lying between 31° 10" and 32° 22” N. and 70° 47" and 72° E,,
with an area of 3,134 square miles. Most of it lies in the desolate plain
of the THaL, but the Kachhi or strip of riverain land along the Indus is
of great fertility. The population in 1gor was 125,803, compared with
119,219 in 1891. The Zaksi/ contains the town of BHAKKAR (popula-
tion, -5,312), the head-quarters, and 196 villages. The land revenue
and cesses amounted in 19o3-4 to 1-7 lakhs. Places of interest in
the zaksi/ are MANKERA and Muhammad Rijan, at the latter of
which is the shrine of Pir Muhammad Rajan, who died there on
a pilgrimage.
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Bhakkar Town.—Head-quarters of the Za/ksi/ of the same name
in Mianwali District, Punjab, situated in 31° 37" N. and 71° 4’ E., on
the left bank of the Indus and on the North-Western Railway. Popula-
tion (19or), 5,312. It stands on the edge of the Thal or sandy plain
overlooking the low-lying alluvial lands along the river, a channel of
which is navigable as far as Bhakkar during the floods. To the west of
the town the land is low, well cultivated, and subject to inundation,
while to the east the country is high and dry, treeless, and sandy. A rich
extent of land irrigated from wells lies below the town, protected by
embankments from inundations of the Indus, and produces two or
three crops in the year. The neighbouring riverain is full of date
groves and fruit gardens; and in it stands a famous mango-tree, the
fruit of which used to be sent to Kibul in the old days of Afghan rule.
Bhakkar was founded probably towards the close of the fifteenth
century by a body of colonists from Dera Ismail Khan, led by a Baloch
adventurer, whose descendants held the surrounding country till ousted
by the grantees of Ahmad Shah Durrani. The municipality was
created in 1874. Its income and expenditure during the ten years
ending 1902-3 averaged Rs. 7,700. The income in 19o3—4 was
Rs. 7,500, chiefly derived from octroi; and the expenditure was
Rs. 8,600. The town contains a dispensary and a municipal vernacular
middle school.

Bhalala.—Petty State in KATHIAWAR, Bombay.

Bhalgam Baldhoi.—Petty State in KATHIAWAR, Bombay.

Bhalgamda.—Petty State in KATHIAWAR, Bombay.

Bhalki.—Head-quarters of the gaigat taluk of the same name in
Bidar District, Hyderabad State, situated in 18° 3’ N. and 77° 12" E,,
about 9 miles east of the confluence of the Karanja with the Manjra.
Population (19o1), 5,788.

Bhalsand (or Bharsand).—Town in the District and /a/si/ of Ballia,
United Provinces, situated in 25° 43” N. and 84° 16” E., 6 miles east of
Ballia town. Population (1905), 5,777. The place is said to be of
great antiquity, having been founded by a Raji of Haldi early in the
twelfth century. There is a small manufacture of coarse cloth. The
school has 128 pupils.

Bhalusna.— Petty State in MaHI KANTHA, Bombay.

Bhambore (Bambura).—Ruined city near the village of Gharo, in
the Mirpur Sakro #@/uka of Karachi District, Sind, Bombay, situated
in 24° 40’ N. and 67° 417 E. Population (1901), 127. It was stormed
by the Muhammadans on their first invasion in a.p. 711. Tradition
preserves its old name as Debal, Dewal, or Dawal, ¢ the temple’; but
it is believed that before the Musalmin invasion it was known under
the name of the Mahara or Mansawar, The ruins, as also the numerous
coins found on the site, attest its former population and importance.
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Bhamo District (Burmese, Bamaw).—Frontier District in the north
of the Mandalay Division of Upper Burma, lying between 23° 37’ and
24° 52’ N. and 96° 34" and 97° 46’ E., with an area of 4,146 square
miles. It is bounded on the north by Myitkyina District ; on the east by
the China frontier ; on the south by the Shan State of Méngmit ; and on
the west by Katha District. Down the centre of the
District from north to south runs the Bhamo plain, Physical

. . . . aspects.

about 100 miles long and 25 miles wide, shut in on

every side by mountains, once forest-clad, but now sadly marred by the
improvident faungya-cutter. On the east the uplands extend in a suc-
cession of ranges, forming a sea of mountains, and extending far into
the great plateau of South-western China, with peaks near the frontier
rising to 8,000 feet. On the west the hills bounding the plain are
similarly arranged in parallel chains, running north and south and
occasionally reaching an altitude of 4,000 feet, until another plain is
reached, watered by the Kaukkwe stream running southwards into the
Irrawaddy, and the Sitkala running northwards into it, the two rivers
bounding the District on the west. The Irrawaddy, flowing down from
tha north, enters the District in a narrow defile between the two eastern-
most of these ranges, and debouches on to the Bhamo plain about
28 miles farther down. Here it turns south-east and bends round in
one great sweep past the town of Bhamo, to pierce the highlands again
about 30 miles lower down, running in another narrow defile to a little
way above Shwegu, where it once more spreads out into a wide island-
strewn channel, quitting the District after a farther course of 30 miles.
The two defiles referred to are usually known as the third and second
defiles. They are both beautiful, but are unlike in character. The
former (the northern one) is wild and rugged ; in the dry season the
river wanders through a wilderness of fantastic rocks which in the rains
break up the water into foaming impassable rapids. The latter is
almost as imposing, the hills on the northern side ending in a magni-
ficent wall, rising in one place to about 4oo feet sheer out of the water.
The river here presents an unruffled surface, sliding between the rocky
walls in scenery unsurpassed in its contrast of deep-blue water and
luxuriant forest. Above and below these two clefts the river spreads
out near Bhamo to a width of 2 miles, containing numerous islands.
Into the Irrawaddy on its left bank flow various streams from the north,
south, and east, which spread out fanwise and drain the whole Bhamo
plain to the east and south of the river. The sources of some of these
are more than roo miles apart, while a distance of only 20 miles
separates their points of junction with the Irrawaddy. Proceeding from
north to south the first of these rivers is the Mole, which rises in the
Chinese hills and, after running a tortuous track southwards and west-
wards for 100 miles across a now almost deserted plain, empties itself
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into the main stream at Hngetpyawdaw about 8 miles above Bhamo.
Next below it is the TAPING, an ungovernable waterway which quits the
hills at Myothit in the north-east of the District, and flows more or less
parallel to the Mole into the Irrawaddy almost immediately above
Bhamo. Numerous villages stand on its banks, but its course is
described by the people themselves as like that of a drunken man ; and
some years ago it destroyed nearly all of these hamlets. South of the
Taping are shorter streams, flowing more or less westwards —the Nansari
and the Thinlin, along whose banks are dotted small Shan-Burmese
villages. South of these again is the Moyu; and lastly, flowing in
a north-westerly direction to join the Irrawaddy just above the second
defile, is the Sinkan, which drains all the southern part of the plain.
Deserted paddy-fields on its banks show that they must have been culti-
vated before the inhabitants were driven out by the Kachins, and it may
yet, like the Taping, flow past prosperous villages; but at present the
riches of the Sinkan valley lie in its forests. The plain between these
several streams is mostly uncultivable, for it is high-lying and cut up in
all directions by nullahs, and will long remain under thick tree-jungle
or forest. The rivers entering the Irrawaddy on its right bank are Jess
numerous than those on its left. A considerable portion of the western
border is marked by the Kaukkwe, flowing southwards into the main
stream a few miles west of Shwegu. The only other important water-
way on this side is the Mosit, which empties itself into the Irrawaddy
a little to the east of Shwegu.

A large portion of the District is covered by the alluvium of the
Irrawaddy and its tributaries. The mountains on the east are formed
of crystalline rocks, gneisses, schists, and crystalline limestones, with
intrusive dikes of basic igneous rocks. Patches of Tertiary sandstones
occur here and there, surrounded by the alluvium. The country has
not yet, however, been examined carefully from a geological point of
view.

The botany has not been studied as a whole, but the vegetation is
rich and the flora varied. Bamboos and canes abound, and in the hills
orchids are common. Large stretches of the plain land near the rivers
are covered with thick elephant-grass.

The elephant, tiger, and s@mébar are met with in the wilder parts of
the District, while hog deer and barking-deer abound everywhere. The
leopard is ubiquitous, and at the foot of the hills wild hog are common.
It is doubtful whether there are any real wild buffaloes, those met with
being probably the progeny of the domestic animal. Snipe are com-
paratively scarce, but duck can be shot in many places, and partridge
and jungle-fowl everywhere.

In the plains the cold-season months are cool, though near the rivers
thick mists lie well into the morning, impeding traffic, and making the
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air raw and disagreeable. On the hills in January it is very cold, frost
occurring occasionally at as low an elevation as 500 feetabove the plain.
'The hot months are close ; the mountains shut off the plain from cool
breezes in the rains, and towards the end of the monsoon the atmosphere
becomes steamy and enervating. The District had a bad reputation for
sickness till lately ; but the conversion of a number of malarious back-
waters in the neighbourhood of Bhamo town into permanent lakes has
diminished the prevalence of fever among Europeans. Burmans from
the dry zone, however, are still apt to sicken and die during the rainy
season. The lowest temperature recorded at Bhamo town was 38° in
1891, and the highest 106° in 18go. The average maximum and mini-
mum are about 87° and 60° respectively. The rainfall is fairly copious
and regular. Since 1887 it has averaged about 72 inches per annum.

The name of the District (Banmaw or Manmazw, converted by the
Burmans into Bamaw) is Shan, and signifies ‘the village of pots or
potters.” The early history of Bhamo is legendary,
but it is clear that at one time a powerful Shan State
was more or less conterminous with the present District. It had its
capital at Sampenago, the ruins of which are still to be seen at the
northern end of the town of Bhamo, and became a Burmese dependency
(with the Mongmit State) in the latter part of the sixteenth century. In
1668, according to Mr. Ney Elias, the Sawbwa, Sao Ngawk Hpa, insti-
cated a Chinese attack upon Burma, but failing in his design, fled the
country and was replaced by Min Gon, a Burmese general. In 1742
the Sawbwa freed himself from the Burmese yoke. Shortly afterwards,
however, the Burmans, after repelling a Chinese invasion, which centred
round Bhamo, permanently assumed control and appointed governors ;
but their hold on Bhamo was loose, and up to the time of the British
occupation the zwun in charge was often to all intents and purposes an
independent ruler. A mission sent to inquire into the China-Burma
trade, which had almost ceased owing to the Panthay rebellion in
Yiinnan, led to the appointment of a British Resident at Bhamo in 1869.
Though British commerce benefited but little directly from this arrange-
ment, trade in general increased rapidly, and the Irrawaddy Flotilla
Company in 1874 carried 30 lakhs’ worth of merchandise to and from
Bhamo. On the re-establishment of the authority of the Chinese
Government in 1875 a mission under Colonel Horace Browne was sent
into Yiinnan, by way of Bhamo, but failed to achieve its object, one of
the party, Mr. Margary, who went ahead by himself, being murdered
at Manwaing beyond the frontier.

The villages on the plains were at this time always being harried by
the wild Kachins and Chinese. The Burmese government was quite
unable to cope with the situation; and in 1885 a quarrel between the
Bhamo wun and one Set Kyin, an adventurer who had raised a body of

History.
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Chinamen to put down a rising in Mogaung, led to an attack by the
latter on Bhamo, when he drove out the wuz and burnt almost the
entire town.

The District was occupied by the British without opposition in
December, 1883, but considerable difficulty was met with in controlling
the Kachins and the outlaws they screened. The Hpunkan Kachins in
particular, a tribe settled about 3o miles south-east of Bhamo, were ex-
traordinarily bold, levying tribute in the villages of the Sinkan valley and
attacking Sawadi on the Irrawaddy early in 1886. The Bhamo plain
was raided more than once during that year, and on one occasion the
hillmen effected an entry into Bhamo, killing three sepoys and burning
the barracks. The raids continued throughout 1887, but no attempts
were made to visit the Kachins in their hills. Early in 1889 a band of
Chinese marauders harried the Mole valley, but were dispersed with a
loss of fifty men. The Sinkan valley continued to swarm with dacoits,
who were assisted by Kachins in the surrounding hills and in Mongmit,
and were led by one Hkam ILeng. A police attack on this outlaw at
Malin was repulsed, and later on a British officer (Lieut. Stoddart) was
killed by the gang, which invested Sikaw and for some time occupied
Si-u. In the meanwhile the Hpunkan Kachins had again begun to
cause trouble, and an expedition under General Wolseley marched
through their tract, fined them, and proceeded to Nambkam. In
December, 1889, a column was again sent through their country, acting,
in concert with columns from Mongmit and Hsenwi, but Hkam Leng
managed to escape. During 18go-1 an expedition was organized to
punish the Kachins settled on the hills east of Bhamo for their frequent
raids on caravans; and in 1891-2 a force was dispatched into the
Kaukkwe valley to obtain the submission of the Kachins of the western
hill tracts, while a column marched along the whole eastern frontier
from Namhkam to Sadon, in the present Myitkyina District. During
the rains of 1892 the Mole valley was disturbed by a pretender, known
as the Setkyawadi Min, who was, however, killed before long. A post
was established at Namhkam in 1893 ; and in 1893-4 the District was
quiet, except on the hills east of Bhamo, where the Kachins attacked
a column and killed three sepoys. The villages concerned were
punished, and there have been no serious disturbances since.
Myitkyina District was cut off from Bhamo in 1895.

In the angle formed by the Taping and Irrawaddy at the extreme
north end of Bhamo town are the ruins of the ancient capital of the
kingdom, Sampenago, which tradition places as contemporary with the
Buddha Gautama. The moat and massive wall can still be traced. It
is apparently coeval with the ancient city of Tagaung, farther south on
the Irrawaddy. The beautiful pagoda at Shwekyind, on the left bank
of the Taping a little distance north of Sampenago, is attributed to
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Asoka, as also are the Myazedi pagoda at Hakan, opposite Bhamo
town, and the Shwezedi at Bhamo. Ruins of former cities stand near
Shwekyini and at the foot of the Kachin Hills east of Bhamo, while
near Myothit are the remains of an old English or Dutch factory pre-
sumably built in the eighteenth century, In the Irrawaddy, just above
Shwegu, is an island known as the Royal Island, remarkable for the
number of religious buildings that have been crowded on it. It is said
to have gained its reputation as a place of pilgrimage owing to a vision
seen by a Sawbwa of old, which he commemorated in the usual
Buddbhist fashion ; and it is now packed with pagodas and zaya#s (rest-
houses). The main shrine, 60 feet in height, contains a curious
full-length recumbent Buddha.

The population of the District in 1891, according to a partial
Census, was 41,939. In 19o1 it amounted to 79,515.

P P . . Population,
Its distribution in the latter year is shown in the P
following table :—
- - e
s Number of e 3_2 1..,0;.‘3
§g | s | 5%l y3te
Township. £z | ¢ g 2 EER '5 2Tt
sf g £ & B 28
I N T A
Bhamo . . . . |n723] 1 ¢ 598 | 57,572 | 33 | 5689
Shwegu . . . - {2,423 ... 185 | 21,043| 9 i 4,332
District total | 4,146 ] 1+ 783 | 79,515 | 19 ‘ 10,021 J
| e IO ! -

BuaMo, the head-quarters, is the only town. The average density is
low, for the population is confined to the valleys. It must have been
even lower in 1891, but the figures of that Census are too meagre to be
of any value for purposes of comparison. Buddhism is the prevailing
religion, but Animism is strongly represented. Shan, Burmese, and
Kachin are all spoken, and are the vernaculars of three-quarters of the
population.

About one-third of the population is composed of Kachins. ‘The
actual figure given in the census returns is 25,800 ; but practically all
the inhabitants of the ‘ estimated ’ areas (regarding whom no race data
were collected in 1901, and who were computed to be about 1,500 in
number) are Kachins, and the total may be taken as 27,000, inhabiting
the hilly areas of the District. Burmans numbered 20,300, and Shans
20,900, It should be noted, however, that pure Burmans are to be
found only in Bhamo town, and in the Shwegu subdivision along the
Irrawaddy, and that pure Shans reside nowhere but in the villages
lying east and south of Bhamo along the Sinkan valley. In point
of fact, the majority of the non-Kachin population are composed ot
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a mixture of the two races, and should properly be called Shan-
Burmans. Along the Taping valley and in other places are to be
found Chinese-Shan settlers from the Chinese provinces of Mengla and
Santa; they numbered 1,800 in 1go1 and are increasing annually.
There are nearly 3,000 pure Chinese, a fair proportion being Cantonese
Chinamen who have come through Rangoon to settle and trade in
Burma. The total number of immigrants from China numbered 4,100
in 1901, while natives of India numbered 4,200, including sepoys
and military policemen. Of the total Indian population, 2,300 were
Musalmins, 1,400 Hindus, and 770 Sikhs. Bhamo contains a few
Panthays (Chinese Muhammadans), who are engaged in the trans-
frontier trade.

Altogether 54,216 persons, or 68 per cent. of the total population,
are dependent upon agriculture, including 28,569 who support them-
selves by faungya-cutting ; but these figures do not include the popu-
lation of the ¢ estimated’ areas.

Native Christians in 1go1 numbered 683, of whom 300 were Baptists
and 112 Roman Catholics. The American Baptist Mission started
work before the annexation ; they have large schools for Kachin bpys
and girls at Bhamo, where there is also a church and a school for
Burmans and Shans. The Roman Catholics have fifteen nominally
Christian villages containing ten churches, and have started a secondary
school at Nahlaing, a village on the Taping. They work among hoth
Shans and Kachins.

Cultivation is practically confined to the borders of the streams, and
to the hill-slopes where faxngya-cutting is practised. The Sinkan valley
possesses great agricultural possibilities, but it is
now sparsely populated, owing to the depredations of
the Kachins. The Mole valley has been similarly denuded of inhabi-
tants, and the river banks are clad with forest and jungle. Zuwngya
(shifting) cultivation is confined to the Kachins, who, however, also
occasionally work ingeniously irrigated rice areas at the foot of the hills,
and in some cases village paddy-fields. In the plains rice is grown in
nurseries and transplanted, the ground being prepared by ploughing and
harrowing. The fields irrigated by the Taping are frequently destroyed
by its sudden floods and shiftings of channel. Mayin rice is grown in
the backwaters near Bhamo, and along the Taping. Vegetables are to
be found in nearly all Shan villages ; but the river banks and islands
are not ordinarily planted with tobacco, as is the case elsewhere
in Burma, only a little being grown on the right bank of the Irra-
waddy. Plantains are plentiful, and English vegetables and fruits,
notably strawberries, are successfully cultivated in Bhamo. Vegetables
also thrive well in the experimental garden at Sinlumkaba started
in 1897.

Agriculture,
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The main agricultural statistics for 1903—4 are shown below, in square
miles :—

l T T
| Township. !‘ Total area. | Cultivated. | Irrigated. l Forests. lt
LA i S A R
{Bhamo . . .| 1,723 23 ‘ |
Shwegu | 2,423 12 6 ; 2 4,000 ]
TotalL 4,140 35 6 j 4,000 l

Out of the total area cultivated in 1903-4 (exclusive of the very
extensive Zaungya cultivation), 32 square miles were under rice,
including 2,000 acres of mayin. Gardens, which are practically all
plantains, covered 1,600 acres, almost all being in the Bhamo
township. Kuing (alluvial) crops are hardly grown at all, and tobacco
covers only 180 acres. A coffee plantation (60 acres) is situated close
to Bhamo.

Various species of non-indigenous fruit trees have been tried in the
District, but otherwise very little has been done in the way of intro-
ducing new varieties of produce. Agricultural loans to the extent of
Ra 6,000 were advanced in 1903—4.

Buffaloes, locally bred, are much more used by the people of Bhamo
than kine. There are, in fact, less than 600 bullocks in the whole
District..ond most of these are used for draught purposes orly. A
few goats are kept by natives of India. Ponies are brought in by
the caravans from China and the Shan States, most of them for the
Rangoon market ; and sheep are imported to a small extent from China.

No large irrigation works have been constructed. Attempts have
been made to regulate the course of the Taping, but they have not met
with success. More than 3,600 acres in the Shwegu township are
irrigated by small canals, branching from the rivers and carried some-
times for a considerable distance. The fisheries of the District have
not yet been surveyed. They are let for the year to lessees, who
generally sublet their rights over small areas for a few rupees a year.
The fisheries are commonest in the Shwegu subdivision, the largest
being the Indaw, opposite to Shwegu. This is a chain of lakes
7 square miles in extent, fed by a single narrow inlet, through which
the fish crowd at the first rise of the river. Preparations for closing
the inlet begin in October or November.  Yins, or screens of split
bamboos lashed on to a frame of jungle-wood, are stretched across the
channel, and large quantities of fish are caught in their attempt to leave
the fishery when the river falls. The remnant left in the lakes are then
taken in nets and traps, or rendered more or less uncenscious by the
fishermen, who poison the water with a root known as makaga and
capture their victims on the surface. The fishery revenue amounted
in 1903—4 to Rs. 28,000.

E 2
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Forest lands are estimated to cover about 4,000 square miles, but
only 311 square miles of this total are ‘reserved’ at present, and there
are no protected forests. Unfortunately two-thirds
at least of the area is adversely affected by the
Kachin system of cultivation, the wasteful faxngya. The loss due to
taungya-cutting in the Kachin tracts is incalculable from the forest
revenue point of view. The timber that comes from the forests in the
north of the District is floated down to a revenue station at Shwegu,
where it is examined and measured, while that extracted below Shwegu
is taken to a station farther south. The forests are of various kinds:
swamp, tropical, hill, dry, and mixed. A peculiar feature of the mixed
forests is the disappearance in this latitude of the pyingado (Xylia
dolabriformis) and the kokko (Albizsia Lebbek). Among many species
that are met with are the thadye (Eugenia sp.), the shaw (Sterculia sp.),
the thadi (Bursera serrata), the faukgyan and thitsein (Terminalia sp.),
the pyinma (Lagerstroemia Flos Reginae), the thithado (Cedrela
Zvona), the kanyinbu (Dipterocarpus alatus), the kanyinni (D. laevis),
and several species of Ficus, In the indaing forests the ingvin (Pentacme
siamensis) and common in (Dipterocarpus tuberculatus) are frequent.
Ingyin timber leaves the District in large quantities. Teak is found in
all the principal forests and is exported freely. During the twelve years
ending 1902-3 about 110,000 logs were extracted, of which 38,000
came from the Mosit drainage, and more than 20,000 each from the
Sinkan and Kaukkwe drainage areas. Many kinds of bamboos and
canes are exported in considerable quantities, and the revenue from
this source averages Rs. 15,000 annually.  Other items of minor
forest produce are skaw fibre and the #Ain reed from which Danubyu
mats are made. The total forest receipts amounted in 1903-4 to
Rs. 7,45,000.

At present no minerals are found in sufficient quantity to be of com-
mercial importance. Gold occurs in the form of fine grains and leaflets
in recent deposits of the Irrawaddy, and in a much-decomposed gneiss
in the neighbourhood of Myothit; and rubies and spinels, probably
derived from the crystalline limestones, have been discovered in the
river gravels. ‘The Burma Gold-Dredging Company holds the right of
dredging for gold in the bed of the Irrawaddy, from the confluence
above Myitkyina to the mouth of the Taping river,

The District is not noted for any particular industrial product.
Cotton-weaving is carried on as a subsidiary occupation. Silver-work

and iron-work are produced in fair quantities; the
wmﬁaﬁ‘;eixgons. former is also imported fr?m the Shan States, and
is often of excellent design. Pottery, somewhat
archaic in pattern, is made at Shwegu, The cotton-weaving carried
on by the Kachins is of special interest. The articles made are for

Forests.
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domestic use only, and are woven from imported yarn or from a home-
grown cotton of pure white colour and glossy textures

Bhamo has been a commercial centre of some importance for years.
Two trade routes to China converge onit, one from Tengyiieh via Man-
waing and Myothit, and one from Namhkam ; and it is the northern
terminus of the Irrawaddy Flotilla Company, which has sent steamers
up to the town since 186g. Bhamo once had a rival in the now
practically unknown village of Kaungton, at the entrance of the second
defile of the Irrawaddy ; but the caravans had to take what routes were
open to them, and to modify them according to the vicissitudes of the
petty wars that continued till the British occupation. After that date
what trade would have gone to Kaungton and did actually go for some
years to Sawadi, 9 miles below Bhamo, became diverted to Bhamo by
the improvements in the Bhamo-Namhkam road. Consequently all the
China-Burma trade coming into the District now passes through Bhamo.
This trade, rudely disturbed by the Panthay rebellion, recovered but
slightly on the re-establishment of the Chinese Imperial power in 1874,
and owing to the /Zikin oppressions of the Chinese authorities and the
raids of the Kachins the traders have till recently undertaken heavy
risks ; so that, although the British occupation has stopped the latter
and the establishment of customs stations in Chinese territory has been
an attempt to introduce some kind of system into the former, business
tiwough Bhamo shows no signs of increasing largely in the immediate
future. It is hoped, however, that the rebate of seven-eighths of the
maritime customs duty on goods imported and re-exported to China
will improve the frontier trade prospects. For the convenience of this
re-export trade, a bonded warehouse has been built at Bhamo.

The principal overland imports from China into Bhamo, with their
values in 19o03-4, are as follows : raw silk (33 lakhs), orpiment (2 lakhs),
ponies and mules (13 lakhs), other animals (1% lakhs), and hides
(1 lakh). The value of specie imported amounted in 1903-4 to
14} lakhs, and the total value of imports of all kinds was 23% lakhs.
Of this aggregate only Rs. 13,000 worth came via Myothit, and the rest
passed over the Namhkam route. 'The main exports to China, with
their valuesin 19o3—4, are as follows : Indian twist and yarn (243 lakhs),
raw cotton (3 lakhs), European piece-goods (14 lakhs), specie (2} lakhs),
a total value of 343 lakhs, of which only Rs. 9,000 pertain to the
Myothit route. The balance of trade is to some extent made up by
smuggled opium.

Considerable trade is carried on with the Northern Shan States and
with the Kachin tracts, as well as with China, the values of the principal
imports and exports in 19o3—4 being as follows: imports, ponies and
mules (Rs. 17,000), rice (Rs. 31,000), gram and pulse (Rs. 35,000),
hides (Rs. 53,000), specie (4 lakhs), total 53 lakhs; exports, salt
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(Rs. 87,000), Indian twist and yarn (Rs. 1,21,000), European piece-
goods (Rs. 74,000), total 5 lakhs.

Bhamo itself is only a place of transhipment ; there are no merchants
of any standing, and their agents merely see that goods pass from
Mandalay and Rangoon to China and vice versa. The imports from
China go down by the river steamers and large native boats, which
bring up the goods for re-export.

The Irrawaddy is navigable by large steamers to the mouth of the
Taping, 2 miles above Bhamo, and by smaller steamers in the cold
season up through the District to Myitkyind. Two weekly steamers
ply weekly to Mandalay and other stations, and a daily steamer runs
70 miles to the railway terminus at Katha. The Taping is navigable
by country boats at all times, and in the rains by large launches up to
Mpyothit, where the river debouches from the gorge. The Mole also
is navigable by large boats up to near Nalong, five days’ journey from
Bhamo, but navigation is rendered difficult by snags and sharp bends
of the stream. The Kaukkwe can be used by country boats as far
as Myitkyina District in the rains, and the Sinkan up to Sikaw, 20 miles
from its mouth. The District is well provided with roads. Easteof
the river four main tracks radiate from Bhamo town, the first via
Myothit, where the Taping river is crossed by a bamboo bridge in the
open season and by a ferry in the rains, to Nalong in the Upper Mole
valley, close to the junction of Bhamo and Myitkyina Districts with
Chinese territory. The second, the main road to Tengyiieh (Momein),
the principal Chinese frontier customs station, strikes eastwards
across the plain to the foot of the hills, and thence along the south bank
of the Taping river to the frontier near Kalihka (51 miles). The
first 17} miles are metalled; the remainder is a mule-track, graded
so that it can be opened for carts in due course. The third main road
is the Namhkam road, south-eastwards to the Northern Shan States.
As far as Mansi (13 miles) it is opened for carts ; thence to Panghkam
(39 miles), close to the Northern Shan States border, it is a mule-track
over the hills. It is freely used by caravans from the Northern Shan
States and the neighbouring Chinese Shan States. The fourth road
runs via Sikaw to Si-u on the Mongmit border. It is a cart-road as far
south as Sikaw (37 miles); thence to Si-u (18 miles) along the valley
of the Sinkan stream it is open for carts only in the dry season. Along
the whole frontier from Nalong to Panghkam a mule-track has been
constructed connecting the frontier posts, and crossing the Taping river
between Nampaung and Kalongkha by an iron suspension bridge with
masonry abutments, which was constructed during the open season
of 1904. These roads are maintained mainly from Provincial funds.
In addition, numerous inter-village tracks are kept up by the District
fund, including cart-roads in the Shwegu subdivision, both east and
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west of the Irrawaddy, and mule-tracks in the Kachin hills. During
the rainy season, the smaller streams in the hills, and floods in the
low country, frequently render all but the main banked roads impass-
able for traffic. The construction of a light railway from Bhamo to
Tengyiieh is at present under consideration. Its estimated cost is
about 176 lakhs, and it will practically follow the road now under
construction along the Taping valley.

For purposes of administration the District isdivided into two sub-
divisions, BHaAMO and SHWEGU, each conterminous with a single town-
ship. Under the two subdivisional officers are
215 village headmen. The hill areas of the two sub-
divisions are administered by civil officers in accordance with the
provisions of the Kachin Hill Tribes Regulation, 1895. The civil
officer in charge of the Bhamo subdivision hill tracts has his head-
quarters at Sinlumkaba, 26 miles east of Bhamo. The subdivisional
police officer, Shwegu, is civil officer for the Kachin hill tracts of that
subdivision, with head-quarters at Shwegu. Bhamo is the head-
quarters of the Bhamo Forest division and of the Bhamo military police
bastalion. The Public Works department is represented by an
Executive Engineer in charge of the Bhamo division, which is conter-
minous with the District.

The two township officers are judges in their respective courts, and
the akunwun at Bhamo is additional judge of the Bhamo township
court. The Deputy-Commissioner, besides being District Magistrate
and District Judge, has the powers of a Sessions court for the trial of
crimes committed in the Kachin hill tracts, and the Commissioner
confirms death sentences in such cases. The civil officers administer
criminal justice according to the Kachin Hill Tribes Regulation, and
decide all civil cases within their jurisdictions. There are two additional
magistrates in Bhamo, the akunwun and the treasury officer. Crime is
extremely light ; violent crime is almost unknown, but excise and opium
cases are fairly numerous. The Shan-Burmans, who inhabit the greater
part of the District, are peculiarly law-abiding, and compare very
favourably in this respect with the pure Burmans.

Under Burmese rule the main source of revenue was tAathameda,
supplemented by a tax on state rice lands and on fisheries. Tolls were
levied on imports and various commodities, and on boats according to
their capacity. At present the revenue is raised differently in the
plains and in the Kachin hill tracts. In the latter, the civil officers
personally collect the revenue while on tour with an escort in the open
season. This revenue consists only of tribute, in the form of a house
tax at Rs. 2-8-o per house. In the plains the greater part of the
revenue is made up of thathameda, the assessment varying from a
maximum of Rs. 10 in the accessible parts of the District to Rs. 5and

Administration.
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Rs. 2-8-0 in remoter areas. The District has never been settled, and
only a fraction of the rice land has been surveyed, on which a uni-
form rate of Rs. 1-8-0 per acre is levied. On unsurveyed lands a tax
on the out-turn is collected, its amount being regulated by the Deputy-
Commissioner according to the market price of rice. The following
table shows the revenue since 18go-1, in thousands of rupees :—

\
( 18go-1. | 1900-1. 1903~4.
1‘ -
Land revenue . . 12% | 20 27
Total revenue . . 1,91 * f 1,39 1,53

* Including revenue of Myitkyina.

Land revenue is a comparatively small item in Bhamo. Zhathameda
is the main source of revenue. It brought in Rs. 96,000 in 1g900-1,
and a little over a lakh in 1903-4 (including the tribute from the
Kachin hill tracts).

BHAMO is the only municipality. The District fund is administered
by the Deputy-Commissioner. Its income in 1903—4 amounted to
Rs. 10,500, the chief object of expenditure being public works
(Rs. 6,300).

Bhamo has been a military station since 1885. The garrison occu-
pies Fort C, on the highest ground in the town. At present it consists
of three companies of a British regiment, a battalion of native infantry,
and a mountain battery. The frontier outposts are manned by the
military police.

Besides the District Superintendent of police, two Assistant Superin-
tendents are in charge of the subdivisions. The force consists of one
inspector (at head-quarters), 5 head constables, 8 sergeants, and 180
constables, including 49 village police. There are 2 police stations and
12 outposts. Bhamo is the head-quarters of the Bhamo battalion of
military police. Of this force, 768 (including all ranks) are stationed at
Bhamo itself, in Fort A on the bank of the river. The remainder of
the military police garrison, numbering 475 of all ranks, occupy five
frontier outposts—Alawpum and Nampaung north of the Taping, and
Warabum, Lwejebum, and Panghkam south of that river—as well as
posts at Sinlumkaba and Shwegu. These outposts are in heliographic
communication with each other and, directly or indirectly, with Bhamo,
and are connected by a frontier road. There are five British officers,
one of whom has his head-quarters at Sinlumkaba.

The District jail at Bhamo has accommodation for 97 prisoners,
who find occupation in grinding wheat for the military police and in
doing cane and bamboo work.

In 19ox the proportion of literate persons was returned at 22 per
cent. in the case of males and 2} per cent. in the case of females, or
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124 per cent. for both sexes together. The figures do not, however,
include the population of the ‘estimated’ areas, the great majority of
whom are unable to read and write. Bhamo possesses a number of
schools belonging to missionary agencies. The American Baptist
Kachin Mission has opened a school in Bhamo for boys and girls,
teaching up to the eighth standard, and has ten other schools in the
District. The same Agency’s mission to Burmans and Shans has
a school with primary and middle departments, and the Roman
Catholics have started teaching in the Christian village of Mahlaing on
the Taping. A Government Anglo-Chinese school at Bhamo has more
than 3o scholars. In 19o3-4 the District contained 5 advanced schools
(private), 70 primary, and 73 elementary (private, and mostly monastic)
schools, with a total attendance of 2,634 boys and 309 girls. The
expenditure on education was Rs. 12,400, of which Rs. 10,300 was met
from Provincial funds and Rs. 2,100 from fees.

The two civil hospitals have accommodation for 59 in-patients. In
1903 the number of cases treated was 16,506, including 950 in-patients,
and 241 operations were performed. The total income was made up
of Rs. 4,500 from Provincial funds, Rs. 3,600 from municipal funds,
and Rs. 600 from-subscriptions. About 4,817 patients attended the
military police hospitals at Sinlumkaba, Warabum, Panghkam, and
Lwejebum during the same year.

In 1903-4 the number of persons successfully vaccinated was 2,306,
representing 29 per 1,000 of population. Vaccination is compulsory
only within the limits of the Bhamo municipality.

[J. Anderson, Report on Expedition lo Western Yunnan, via Bhamo
(1871); E. B. Sladen, Narrative of the Expedition to explore the Trade
Routes to China via Bhamo (1869).]

Bhamo Subdivision.—Eastern subdivision and township of Bhamo
District, Upper Burma, lying between 23° 46’ and 24° 52" N. and
97° t’and 97° 46" E., with an area of 1,723 square miles. The popu-
lation in 1901 was 57,572, of whom about 21,000 were Kachins, nearly
8,000 Burmans, and about 20,000 Shans or Shan-Chinese. There are
598 villages, including very small groups of huts in the Kachin tracts ;
and the head-quarters are at BHAMO TowN (population, 10,734}, while
the civil officer in charge of the Kachin hill tracts has his head-quarters
at Sinlumkaba, a station in the hills 26 miles east of Bhamo and 6,000
feet above the sea. The township is nearly all covered with foreé§
cultivation being confined to the ground near the rivers, and to the
shifting Zawungyas on the hill slopes, which occupy two-thirds of the town-
ship, north and east. Approximately 23 square miles were cultivated
in 1903—4, and the land revenue and thathameda amounted to
Rs. 86,000.

Bhamo Town.—Head-quarters of the District of the same name in
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Upper Burma, situated in 24° 15" N. and 97° 15" E,, on the left bank
of the Irrawaddy, 687 miles from the sea. The town extends along the
edge of the river for nearly 4 miles, the ground behind it being so inter-
sected with deep nullahs that the urban area cannot spread inland, and
has now reached its limits. The Shan quarter lies to the south, stretch-
ing for 24 miles from beyond the steamer g4df in the south to the much
higher ground on which the other part of the town is built. The houses
are all ranged on two long roads parallel to the river, and behind is the
maidan, a polo ground in the cold season and a fishery during the rains,
when it is covered 15 to 20 feet deep by the Irrawaddy. The greater
part of the Shan quarter is liable to inundation, the river rushing to flood
the maidan over the narrow isthmus on which it is built. The higher
ground extends along the river bank for about a mile and a half. On its
southern edge, running east from the river, are built the hospital and
the District, postal, and telegraph offices. Along the river is the quaint
Chinese quarter, with its houses overhanging the swirling stream beneath.
Behind, separated by a deep nullah, is the bazar and another nullah,
along the eastern edge of which is the civil station. North of the Chinese
quarter stretches the Burmese village, up to the military police barracks
(or Fort A), which, with the jail, mark the end of the high ground, the
bank farther north being low-lying and in places liable to floods. The
cantonment is built behind the maidan at its north-east corner, and
is connected with the station by a high embankment. The barracks are,
all within the walls of Fort C. On the China Road, running eastwards
from the bazar, are the police station and the ugly white Shwezedi
pagoda, where an annual festival is held at the close of the Buddhist
Lent.

The malarious backwaters that gave Bhamo such an unenviable
reputation for fever have of late been converted into lakes or drained
altogether. The main streets are metalled, and the steamer g4at at the
southern end of the town is now connected with the bazar and civil
station by the Viceroy’s Road, skirting the western side of the maidan.
A metalled track takes off from the China Road and, bending round
towards the military police lines, makes a circular road about 5 miles in
length.

Bhamo has long been the gate of the Chinese trade, and as early as
the fifteenth century we find it on an old map made by Fra Mauro from
the wanderings of Nicoldo de’ Conti. From the first it has been an
important commercial centre, but its business has declined a great deal
during the past century. Priof to annexation it was the head-quarters
of a wun appointed by the Burmese government, and was then a
stockaded town. It was occupied without opposition by the British
in December, 1885. The population, including that of the cantonment,
was 8,048 in 189r and 10,734 in 1go1; the latter total included
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1,97t Musalmins and 1,087 Hindus, about 2,000 Shans, and 3,700
Burmans and Shan-Burmans. The inhabitants are chiefly petty rice-
traders, workers in silver or precious stones, and small shopkeepers.

Bhamo was constituted a municipality in 1888. During the ten
years ending 1go1 the income and expenditure of the municipal fund
averaged about Rs. 25,000. In 1903-4 the income was Rs. 34,000,
of which Rs. 12,600 was derived from dues on markets and slaughter-
houses, and Rs. 3,900 from house and land tax; and the expenditure
was Rs. 33,000, the chief items being conservancy (Rs. 11,500), hos-
pitals (Rs. 6,200), and lighting (Rs. 3,600). The cantonment fund had
a revenue of Rs. 6,200 in 1903-4, the chief source of income being
grazing fees (Rs. 2,500).  The municipality supports the civil hospital,
which has accommodation for 51 in-patients. The work of the civil
hospital is supplemented by that of the dlspensary belonging to the
American Baptist Mission.

Bhandak.—Village in the Warora fa/si/ of Chianda District, Central
Provinces, situated in 20° 7 N. and 79¢° 7" E., 12 miles from Warora
station on the Chanda road. It has been suggested that Bhandak was
the «capital of the old Hindu kingdom of Vakataka or Berar, but the
names are not connected, and no inscriptions of the Vikataka rulers
have been found here. The numerous ruined temples and fragments
of sculpture and squared stones show that it must at one time have been
«a great city. The most famous temple at present is that of Badari Nag,
or the ‘snake temple,’ the object of worship being a #dg or cobra, which
is said to make its appearance on all public occasions. The temple
itself is modern and has been reconstructed from older materials, many
old sculptures being built into the walls. To the east of the village
near the main road is a tank containing an island, which is connected
with the mainland by an old Hindu bridge constructed of massive
columns in two rows, with heavy beams laid along their tops to form
a roadway. 'The bridge is 136 feet long and 7 feet broad. About
a mile and a half to the south-west of Bhandak, in the hill of Bijasan,
is a very curiously planned Buddhist cave. A long gallery is driven
straight into the hill to a distance of 71 feet, and at the end of it is a
shrine containing a colossal Buddha seated on a bench. Two galleries
lead off at right angles to the first, and each of these has also its shrine
and statue. From traces of inscriptions on the walls the date of the
original excavations may be inferred to have been as early as the second
or third century A.p. In Gaoridra, a mile and a half to the south of
Bhindak, are the remains of several temples, and caves and niches
hollowed out in the rock for the reception of statues. The principal
temple is called Jobnasa’s palace, and the two chief caves are called his
big and little fowl-houses.

Bhandara District.— District in the Nagpur Division of the Central
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Provinces, lying between 20°40” and 21°47” N. and 7¢° 27" and 80° 40’ E.,
in the eastern portion of the Nagpur plain, with an area of 3,965 square
miles. It is separated from Chhattisgarh by the Satpurd range on the
north, and by a line of broken hill and forest country farther south.
Through a narrow gap of plain between the hills on the north and south
pass the Bengal-Nagpur Railway and the great eastern road. Bhandara
is bounded on the north by Balaghat and Seoni Districts ; on the west
by Nagpur ; on the south by Chanda ; and on the east by the Feudatory
States of Chhuikhadin, Khairagarh, and Nandgaon. The surface is
generally open and level, being broken only in a few
places by isolated ranges of hills. The lowest and
most northerly of these is the Ambagarh range, an
outlier of the Satpuras, which enters from the west and, trending in
a north-easterly direction, cuts off the valley of the Bawanthari river from
the rest of the District. Soon after entering Bhandira the ridge is
crowned by the fortress of Ambagarh. In the centre, running from the
east of Bhandara town to the railway near Gondia, is the Gaikhuri range,
a cluster of low peaks surrounded by irregular forest country. The
points of Lendejhari (1,499 feet) and Jamri (1,712 feet) are the highest,
Just west of Bhandara the Balldhi range, consisting of a few sandstone
hills capped with granite and overhanging the eastern road, forms a
prominent feature in the landscape. Lastly, in the south-cast lie the
Nawegaon or Partabgarh hills, the highest part of the District. Among:
them, under a seven-peaked mass, locally known as the ‘hill of the
seven sisters,” is the Nawegaon lake, and on an outlying bluff of this
cluster stood the old fortress of Partabgarh (1,842 feet). The peak of
Nishani is 2,314 feet high. In the extreme south-west near Pauni there
is an isolated clump of hills, and in the north-east the Satpura range
takes in the corner of the District formed by the Salekasi and Darekasi
samindaris. 'The main river is the Wainganga, and practically all the
others are its tributaries. The Wainganga enters the District on the
north-east, and flows diagonally across until it passes within a mile
of Bhandara town on the south-west, its valley lying between the
Ambagarh and Gaikhuri ranges.  After this it flows to the south,
forming for a short distance the boundary between Bhandara and Nag-
pur, and then turning again south-east cuts off the small and fertile
strip of Pauni from the rest of the District. Its width in Bhandara
is generally 500 yards, but opposite Pauni it broadens to half a mile.
During the open season it consists only of a small and sluggish stream
everywhere fordable, and containing at intervals deep pools full of fine
fish. The principal affluent of the Waingang is the Bagh, which rises
in the Chichgarh zemindari, south-east of the Partabgarh range, and
flows almost due north for a course of 70 miles, forming for some
distance the boundarv between Bhandira and Balichat. It joins the
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Wainganga near Beni, being crossed by the new Satpura Railway
just before its junction. Another tributary on the left bank is the
Chiilband, which rises in the Gaikhuri range and flows south, crossing
the great eastern road at Saongi, where it is spanned by a large bridge.
The Pangoli rises near Tumsar, and joins the Bagh near Kamtha on
the border of the District. On the right bank the tributaries are the
Chandan, which flows past Wardseoni and Rampaili and meets the
Waingangi near Saonrl, the Bawantbari flowing down from Seoni
and joining it at Mowar, and the Sir coming east from Nagpur to
a junction not far from Bhandara town. The valleys of the Wainganga
and Bagh have been called the ‘lake region’ of Nagpur, from the
number of large artificial tanks constructed for irrigation which form
a distinctive feature of the country. The most important arc those
of Nawegaon, with an area of 5 square miles, and Seoni, with a circum-
ference of more than 7 miles, while smaller tanks are counted by
thousands, ‘These large tanks have been constructed by members of
the Kohli caste, and, though built without technical engineering know-
ledge, form an enduring monument to the natural ability and industry
of these enterprising cultivators. The larger tanks are irregular lakes,
their banks formed by rugged hills, covered with low forest that fringes
the waters, while dikes connecting the projecting spurs from the hills
are thrown athwart the hollows. The Sakoli Za4sz/, or southern portion
Jof the District, consists largely of hill and forest. Elsewhere the country
is for the most part open and closely cultivated, and the expanses of rice
and wheat-fields thickly studded with fruit-bearing trees and broken by
low, flat-topped hills present a pleasant and prosperous appearance.

The main formation in the valley of the Wainganga consists of
basalt and other igneous rocks, while in the eastern and southern part
of the District it changes to metamorphic sandstone. Beds of laterite
are common in all parts. In the isolated ridges and hills round
Bhandira town a close-grained sandstone is found, which makes a
good building stone.

The forests generally cover and surround the hill ranges; but beyond
the Partabgarh range a broad belt of jungle extends from Owara and
Amgaon in the north, round the eastern and southern border of the
District, to the Chiilband. Teak is found on the higher hills, and
bamboos abound. The other timber trees are s@j ( Zerminalia tomen-
tosa), lendia (Lagerstroemia parviflora), and bijasal or beula (Plerocarpus
Marsupium). Much of the samindari forest consists of salai (Boswellia
serrata), a tree of very little value. Makud (Bassia latifolia) is abundant
in the open country, and the usual fruit-bearing and sacred trees surround
the villages. The grasses called 4usa/ and ghonar are principally used
for thatching, and musya/ for fodder. Kans (Saccharum spontaneum)
sometimes invades the wheat-fields.
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Bison occur in the Gaikhuri and Partabgarh ranges, and instances
have been known of wild buffalo entering the District from the south.
Tigers and leopards are found in most of the forests. Snipe and duck
are fairly plentiful, and large fish are obtained in the deeper reaches
of the Waingangi and in the Nawegaon lake.

The climate is slightly cooler than that of Nagpur, and the highest
temperature in the hot season is usually not more than 1rz° The
nights, if the sky is clear, are nearly always cool. In winter the nights
are cold, though it never actually freezes. Malarial fever is prevalent
from August to the end of the year, especially in the south and east.
Severe epidemics of cholera usually follow years of scanty rainfall.

The annual rainfall averages 55 inches ; the Tirora Za/si/, situated in
the open country to the north, gets a smaller rainfall than Bhandara
and suffers most in years of drought.

Nothing is known of the early history of the District, except for
a vague tradition that at one period it was held by Gaoli kings. In
the seventeenth century the open country in the
north was included in the territories of the Deogarh
Gond dynasty, and the fort at Ambagarh seems to have been built by
the Pathin governor who held the Dongartal estate in Seoni under the
Gond Raja, Bakht Buland. The eastern and southern portions of the
District were at this time covered with continuous forest; but the fact
that some of the zamindars formerly held deeds granted by the Garha-
Mandla dynasty shows that these territories were nominally under their
jurisdiction, while the present zamindar of Chichgarh holds a patent
from the Chinda kings. In 1743 Bhandara, with the rest of the
Deogarh territories, became part of the Maratha kingdom of Nagpur,
but was at first governed by kamaishddrs or subordinate revenue
officials who were controlled from Nagpur, and whose charges, ten in
number, were assigned as apanages of different officers of the court.
The present town of Bhandara was constituted the District head-
quarters in 1820, when a European officer was appointed as Super-
intendent under the temporary administration of Sir Richard Jenkins.
Soon after the Maratha accession, a Kunbi pdte/, who had rendered
some services to Chimnaji Bhonsla on his expedition to Cuttack,
received as a reward a grant of authority over the eastern part of the
District, with instructions to clear the forest and bring it under culti-
vation. This grant led to the rise of the zamindari family of Kamtha,
which by 1818 had extended its jurisdiction over 1,000 square miles
of territory, comprising about fourteen of what are now the zamindar:
estates of Bhandara and Balaghat, the ancestors of the present zamin-
dars having held their estates in subordination to the Kamtha house,
In 1818 Chimna Patel, the zamindar, rose in support of Appa Sahib,
captured the Maratha governor of Lanji, and garrisoned a number

History.
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of the existing forts with his retainers. A small expedition was dis-
patched against him from Nagpur under Captain Gordon, which,
after a successful engagement with 4oo of the zamindir's levies at
the village of Nowargaon, stormed Kamtha and took Chimna Patel
prisoner. The Kamtha territories were made over to the Lodhi zamin-
dar of Warad, who had afforded assistance to the British and whose
descendants still hold the szamindari. Some years afterwards the
zaminddri of Kirnapur, now in Balaghat, was conferred on the deposed
Kamtha family. The subsequent history of Bhandara has been the
same as that of the Nagpur kingdom, and on the death of Raghuji III,
the last Raji, in 1853, it became British territory. During the Mutiny
the peace of the District was undisturbed. In 1867 the Lanji tract
and several of the zamindaris were taken from Bhandara to form part
of the new Balaghat District.

An old cromlech and stone pillars are to be seen at Tillota Khairi,
and some remains of massive stone buildings at Padmapur near
Amgaon. Old temples, most of them of the kind called Hemadpanti,
built without mortar, are found at Adyil, Chakaheti, Korambi, and
Pinglai, a suburb of Bhandira town. There are a number of forts, the
principal being Ambagarh, constructed by the Mubhammadan governor
of Seoni ; Chandpur and Bhandara, traditionally ascribed to the Gaolis ;
Sangarhi and Partabgarh, built by the Gonds ; and Pauni, constructed
by the Marathas. The fort of Ambagarh was used as a prison by the
Marathas, and it is said that criminals were sent there to be poisoned
by being compelled to drink the stagnant water of the inner well.
This fort and also that of Pauni were held against the British in Appa
Sahib’s rebellion of 1818, and were carried by