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PREFACE TO FIFTH EDITION

WaeN Lord Ernle and Messrs. Longmans’ did me the honour of
asking me to prepare a new edition of “ English Farming, Past and
Present "’ I agreed with some trepidation. I knew that I had neither
the desire nor the knowledge to alter what Lord Ernle had written
of ““the past.” But what in 1912 he wroto of * the present ”’ has
since taken on a different colour, and the post-war period has wit-
nessed revolutionary changes in the practices of agriculture and in
the attitude of the State, of which the student of agriculture might
well desire some summary account.

Except for an occasional footnote 1 have, therefore, left untouched
Lord Ernle’s text as far as Chapter XVI, but to that chapter I have
added a section bringing the history of tithe down to the present
time. I have left the earlier part of Chapter XVIII as Lord Ernle
wrote it, but have substituted for the latter part a new section
dealing with the practice of agriculture in the period from the be-
ginning of the century to the outbreak of the war in 1914. Lord Ernle
had touched upon education and research, but their growth has been
so rapid that I have treated both the pre-war and the later period
in one new chapter. Lord Ernle’s account of the “ War and State
Control >’ remains ; it is his own record of actions for which he
bore so large a responsibility. From that point I have taken up the
tale with two chapters, one dealing with the more important items
of legislation affecting agriculture, and a second discussing the
changes in the methods of farming that have seemed to me to be
significant in this latter period. Asin these chapters I have perforce
had to deal with matters of opinion, I can only express beforehand
my regrets for such errors of omission or commission as I must have
made. I have many people to thank for their assistance in providing
information, notably Mr. C. 8. Orwin of Oxford and Dr. V. E.
Wilkins, and several of my old colleagues in the Ministry.

Sequets are notoriously colourless and unsatisfactory and I cannos
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hope to have provided an exception. But it is necessary that
Lord Ernle’s classic should be furnished with the data concerning
the more recent events, and I take pride in being associated with a
book from which I and my contemporaries have learned to look
upon English agriculture as something continuously growing, whose
present status and future development cannot be understood
without an appreciation of its roots in the past.
A. D. HALL.

February 1936.



PREFACE

"English Farming Past and Present is based on an article which
appeared in the Quarterly Review for 1885. The article was
subsequently expanded into a book, published in 1888 by Messrs.
Longman under the title of The Pioneers and Progress of English
Farming.

The book has been out of print for twenty years. Written with
the confidence of comparative youth and inexperience, it expressed
as certainties many opinions which might now be modified, if
not withdrawn. But its motives were two convictions, which time
has rather strengthened than weakened. One was, that the small
number of persons who owned agricultural land might some day
make England the forcing-bed of schemes for land-nationalisation,
which countries, where the ownership of the soil rested on a more
democratic basis, repudiated as destructive of all forms of private
property. The other was, that a considerable increase in the number
of peasant ownerships, in suitable hands, on suitable land, and in
suitable localities, was socially, economically, and agriculturally
advantageous.

Since 1888, the whole field of economic history has been so care-
fully and skilfully cultivated, that another work on a branch of
the subject might appear superfluous. But there still seemed to
be room for a consecutive history of English agriculture, written
from a practical point of view, and tracing the influence of the
progress of the industry on the social conditions of those engaged
in its pursuit. Great economic changes have resulted from small
alterations in the details of manufacturing processes. Similar
changes may often be explained by some little-noticed alterations
in farming practice. The introduction of the field-cultivation of
turnips, for example, was as truly the parent of a social revolution
as the introduction of textile machinery. The main object of
The Pioneers and Progress of Enalish Farming, and, in greater
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detail, of English Farming Past and Present, is to suggest that
advances in agricultural skill, the adoption of new methods, the
application of new resources, the invention of new implements,
have been, under the pressure of national necessities, powerful
instruments in breaking up older forms of rural society, and in mould-
ing them into their present shape.

Students of economic and social questions—and at the present
day most people are interested in these subjeots—will deocide
whether the influence of these simple and natural causes has been
greater or less than is suggested. Even those who consider that
their importance is exaggerated, may find in the record of their
progress a useful commentary on the political explanations which
they themselves prefer to adopt. The book may still serve another
purpose. It touches rural life at many different points and at
many different stages. Dwellers in the country are surrounded
by traces of older conditions of society. They may perhaps find,
through English Farming Past and Present, a new interest in piecing
together the fragments of an agricultural past, and in reconstructing,
a8 in one of the fashionable occupations of the day, a picture of the
Middle Ages or of the eighteenth century in the midst of their
own familiar surroundings.

Now that the book is in print and on the eve of publication, I
feel more acutely than ever the disadvantages under which it has
been prepared. English Farming Past and Present is the by-product
of a life occupied in other pursuits than those of literature. It has
been impossible to work upon it for any continuous period of time.
Written in odd half-hours, it has been often laid aside for weeks
and even months. My thanks are therefore due, in more abundant
measure, to Professor Ashley, Sir Ernest Clarke, and Mr. H. Trus-
tram Eve, who have kindly read the proof-sheets and helped me
with corrections, and above all to Mr. G. H. Holden, who has also
verified the references and prepared the Index.

ROWLAND E. PROTHERO.

8September 6, 1913,
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CHAPTER L
THE MANORIAL SYSTEM OF FARMING.

Virgin soils : traces of sites of early villages: ¢ wild field-grass’ husbandry ;
the permanent division of pasture from tillage ; manors and trade-guilds;
origin of manors; the thirteenth century manor and village; divisions
of land according to differences of tenure; villages isolated and self-
sufficing ; importance of labour-rents in the economy of a manor; the
cultivation of the demesne; the crops grown; the live-stock; miscel-
lancous produce; the manorial courts: the social grades among the
villagers ; the system of open-field farming ; the arable land ; the meadows;
the hams; the pasture commons; the prevalence and permanence of
tho open-field system ; the domestic industries of the village.

IMPROVEMENTS in the art and science of English agriculture were
in its infancy dependent on the exhaustion of virgin soils. So
long as land was abundant, and the people few or migratory, no
rotation of crops was needed. Fresh land could be ploughed each
year. It was only when numbers had increased and settlements
became permanent, that farmers were driven to devise methods ot
cultivation which restored or maintained the fertility of their
holdings.

The progress of farming is recorded in legal documents, in manorial
accounts, in agricultural literature. But the story is also often
preserved in the external aspect which the land, the villages, or the
hedgerows bear in the twentieth century. Dry uplands, where the
least labour told the most, were first occupied and cultivated ;
rich valleys, damp and filled with forest growth, remained unin-
habited and untilled. In spite of difficulties of water-supply,
light or sandy soils, or chalky highlands seem to have been the
sites of the oldest villages. Patches of the lower slopes of downs
were cleared of self-sown beech, and sheltered dips tilled for corn ;
the high ground behind was grazed by flocks and herds ; the beech
woods supplied mast for the swine. Salisbury Plain, a century

ago, bore no sign of human life except the proverbial ‘‘ thief or
A
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twain ”—no contemporary mark of the hand of man but the
gallows and their appendages. Yet here are to be found traces of
numerous villages. Scored on the sides of the Wiltshire, Dorset,
Hampshire, and Sussex downs, ‘ Lynches,” ¢ Lynchets,” or
“ Daisses,”’—grass-grown terraces or benches,—still run horizontally,
one above the other, along the slopes. The ¢ elf-furrows >’ of Scot-
land seem to rccord a similar occupation of hill sites. Local
tradition attributes their formation to spade husbandry. Marshall,
in 1797, suggested, but only to reject, the operation of the plough.
Fifty years later, Poulett Scrope adopted a similar suggestion ;
more recently Scebohm revived the same theory. Whatever
explanation of the formation of these terraces mav be correct,
they indelibly indicate the sites of the earliest settlements, and
the nature of the soil first selected for tillage. 1

The most primitive form of agriculture is that known as ““ wild
field-grass > husbandry. Joint occupation and joint tillage were
probably its characteristics, as they afterwards were of tribal or
village communitics. The essential difference lies in this. In the
open fields of the village, pasturage and tillage continue to be
separated ; grass-land always remains meadow or pasture; it is
never broken up for tillage. Under the more primitive form of
convertible husbandry, fresh tracts of grass were successively
taken in, ploughed, and tilled for corn. As the soil became ex-
hausted, they reverted to pasture. Such a practice may belong to
some portions of the Celtic race, or to nomadic stages of civilisa-
tion. In 1804 Marshall thought that he could trace the * wild
field-grass ” system in a custom of the south-western counties. In
some districts lords of the manor enjoyed rights of letting portions
of the grass commons to be ploughed up, cultivated for corn, and
after two years thrown back into pasture. Over the whole country,
from the Tamar to the eastern border of Dorsetshire, he found
that open commons, such as the wide expanse of Yarcombe and
the hills above Bridport, which from time immemorial had never
known the plough, were distinctly marked with the ridge and
furrow. Other features of rural life, which a century ago were
more peculiar to the south-west of England, suggest that arable
tillage by village communities, if it ever prevailed in this district,
was soon exchanged for a system of convertible husbandry better
suited to a damp climate. The cultivated land is divided into
little patches by the high Devonshire earthwork, or hedge; the

t Lynchets are to be found in many parts of the country other than on the

chalk downs. The method and date of their formation is still in dispute.
See The Countryman, Jan. 1936.
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large open-fields of the parish can rarely be traced ; fewer of the
inhabitants are collected into villages, more are scattered in single
houses or tiny hamlets. Cornwall and parts of Devonshire, like
Brittany, are a country of hedges, and of a Celtic race.

This *“ wild field-grass ’ husbandry was displaced in most parts
of England by the permanent separation of arable from pasture
land. The change indicates an advance towards a more secttled
state of society, but not necessarily an advance in agricultural
practice. The fixed division of tillage and grass may have been
introduced into this country by a people accustomed, like the
Romans or the Anglo-Saxons, to a drier and less variable climate.
If so, it was on this alien system that the agricultural organisation
of the mediacval manor was based. On it also were founded the
essential features of those village communities which at one time
tilled two-thirds of the cultivated soil of England, survived the

criticism of Fitzherbert in the sixteenth century, outlived the
onslaught of Arthur Young in the cighteenth century, clung to

the land in spite of thousands of enclosure Acts, were carried to the
New World by the Pilgrim Fathers, and linger to this day in, for
instance, the Nottinghamshire village of Lexington, now Laxton,!
where half the land of the parish is tilled by an agricultural association
of partners.

In the early stages of history, the law itself was powerless to
protect individual independence or to safeguard individual rights.
Agriculture, like other industries, was therefore organised on prin-
ciples of graduated dependence and collective responsibility.
Mediaeval manors, in fact, resembled trade guilds, and it would
be difficult to frame an organisation which, given the weakness of
law and the infancy of agriculture, was better calculated to effect
the object of mutual help and protection. Communities grouped
together in villages were less liable to attack than detached farm-
houses and buildings ; common methods of farming facilitated that
continuous cultivation which otherwise might have been interrupted
by the frequent absence of the able-bodied men on military expedi-
tions ; the observance of common rules of management may have
hindered improvement, but, if strictly enforced, it also prevented
deterioration. Thus the system was suitable to the times and their
conditions.

The origin of the legal relation of manors to village communities
lies outside the scope of the presentenquiry. It concerns tenures

1 See Orwin. Laxton. Oxford Univ. Press, 1935.
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rather than systems of cuttivation. Two theories explain the rights
of manorial lords and rights of common exercised over manorial
lands. The legal theory, in its crudest form, is that the lord of the
manor is the absolute owner of the soil of his manor, and that rights
acquired over any part of it by freeholders and tenants are acquired
against him, and originate in his grant or sufferance. The historical
theory, stated baldly, is that self-governing, independent com-
munities of freemen originally owned the land in common, and wero
gradually reduced to dependence by one of their members, or by a
conqueror, who became the lord of the soil. There seems to be no
doubt that individual ownership belongs to an carlier stage of
civilisation than communal ownership. But if the second theory is
correct, the lcgal position of the lord of the manor represents a
series of cneroachments, which transformed the Mark of freemen
into the Mark of bondmen, and changed the rights of the villagers
over the wastes of the district into customary rights of user over
the lord’s soil. Questions of the origin and antiquity of manors,
and the extent to which they prevailed before the Norman Conquest,
have been to a great degree reopened by recent studies. Seebohun,
for example, practically supported the legal view by historical
argument. He traced the feudal manor to the Roman villa, with
the lord’s estate as the centre round which clustered cultivators,
who tilled the soil under servile or semi-servile conditions. This
system, according to his view, was taken over by the Anglo-Saxon
invaders, and the agrarian results of the Teutonic occupation may
be summed up in the transfer of the Roman willa, with its scrvile
labourers, to the conquerors. As a complete explanation of social
development the legal theory, in spite of this historical support,
seems inadequate. DBut whether the early stages of village com-
munities reveal a movement from serfdom or originated in freedom,
whether their relations to manors represent encroachments by the
lord or advances by the serf, whether the rights of agrarian associa-
tions underlay, or were acquired against, the manorial rights of the
feudal baron—whether, in other words, the land-law of the noble
became the land-law of the people, or the reverse—is here immaterial.
Roughly and generally speaking, the immediate lordship of the land
farmed by a village community, including the wastes and commons,
was, after the Norman Conquest, vested in the lord of the manor,
subject to regulated rights enjoyed by its members.

On a manorial estate, at the beginning of the thirteenth century,
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only the church, the manor-house, and perhaps the mill, rose out
conspicuously. There were no detached, isolated farm-houses ; but
the remaining buildings of the village, grouped together in a sort
of street, were the homes of the peasantry, who occupied and
cultivated the greater part of the land. At some little distance
from the village stood the manor hall or grange, with its out-
buildings, garden, and fishpond, surrounded by clay-built walls
with thatched tops. The style and extent of the buildings depended
on whether the house was the permanent or occasional residence
of the lord; they also varied with the importance of the manor,
and the wealth of its owner. The house itself was built either of
timber and clay, or of stone, for brickmaking was still a forgotten
art. It often consisted of a single hall, plastered inside, open to
the roof, and earth-floored, which served as court of justice, dining-
room, and bedchamber. At one end of the central room was a
stable ; at the other a chamber, kitchen, or larder. Below one
part of the ground floor was a cellar; above another part was,
perhaps, a ““ solar,”” or parlour, approached by an outside staircase.
If the manor was sufficiently important, there were probably added
a detached building for the farm servants, and a chamber for the
bailiff. The outbuildings consisted of bake-house, stables, dairy,
cattle and poultry houses, granary, and dove-cote. Some of the
oldest specimens of domestic architecture are granaries, like Hazel-
ton or Calcot in Gloucestershire, or the dove-cotes which still in
country districts mark the former sites of manor-houses. Repairs
of the walls and buildings of the manor-house were among the
labour services of the tenantry, who dug, tempered, and daubed
the clay, cut and carted the timber, and gathered the straw or reeds
for thatching. Where technical skill was needed they were aided
by craftsmen, who either held land in reward for their special
services, or, on the smaller manors, were hired for the occasion.
Tufts of trees, conspicuous in the hedgeless expanse of arable
land by which they were surrounded, marked the sites of villages,
as they still do in the high table-land of the Pays de Caux. Under
their shelter clustered the homes of the peasantry, clay-walled,
open-roofed, earth-floored, chimneyless sheds, covered in with
straw or reeds or heather, and consisting of a single room. Here,
divided by a hurdle or wattle partition, lived, not only the human
inhabitants, but their cows, pigs, and poultry. Close by were the
tofts and crofts of the open-field farmers, each with its miniature
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hay-rick and straw-stack ; and the cottages and curtilages of the
cottagers, * fencéd al aboute with stikkes.” Here were the scanty
gardens in which grew the vegetables, few but essential to the health
of a population which lived almost entirely on salted meat and
fish—often half-cured and half-putrid. These homesteads were in
early times the only property held by members of the township in
exclusive separate occupation. They were also, at first, the only
permanent enclosures on the commonable land. But, as agri-
culture advanced, pasture paddocks (‘“‘ gerstuns’ or ‘‘ garstons )
for rearing stock, calves, or fattening beasts, or for the working
oxon, which could not endure his  warke to labour all daye, and
then to be put to the commons or before the herdsman,” were
enclosed in the immediate neighbourhood of the village. In these
enclosures, or ‘‘happy garstons’ as they were called at Aston
Boges, were held the village merrymakings, the rush-bearings, the
May games, the summerings at St. John’s Eve, the public break-
fasts, and the distribution of bread and ale in Rogation week.
The land comprised in a thirteenth century manor was generally
divided into four main portions, and, speaking generally, was cul-
tivated on co-operative principles; the demesne or * board”
land, reserved for the lord’s personal use, surrounding the manor-
house, and forming the smaller portion of the whole ; the free land
occupied by freemen holding by military service, or by some
form of fixed rent in money or in kind ; the unfree land, occupied
by various classes of bondmen, holding by produce-rents and
labour services which varied with the custom of the manor; the
common pastures and untilled wastes on which the tenants of the
manor and the occupiers of certain cottages, in virtue of their
holdings, fed their live stock. This right of pasture must be
clearly distinguished from those rights which, at certain scasons of
the year, were exercised by the associated partners over the cul-
tivated arable and meadow lands of the village farm! Thus the
lord’s demesne, using the word in its narrower sense, might be
kept in hand, or let on lease to free or unfree tenants, or thrown

1 By “village farm ” is meant the land in the village which was occupied
by an association of partners, who were bound by the same rules of cultiva-
tion, held intermixed strips of arable land over which at certa