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FOREWORD

I have read with great pleasure the collection
of ballads made by Messrs.Matighatta Ramaswamy
& Krishnamurty & edited with introductions
and notes by Mr. L. Gundappa, M.A. Such collec-
tions of Folk Poetry are being made now for some
time both at Dharwar for North Karnatak & here
in Mysore. The present one is the best & most
interesting I have seen so far. It comes from the
region of the great Hoysala capital, Dorasamudra
(Halebid) & contains some historical ballads
(regarding Princes Lakkanna and Eranna & the fall
of Seringapatam), a good many women'’s songs &
tragical tales & religious lyrics, reflecting social
life, ideas & culture. Much light will be thrown
on Mysore History if antiquarian critical study is
made of these poems & their like. Philological &
metrical studies can also be made with profit.
Not only are these poems interesting to the edu-
cated & learned, but I consider their importance
specially great in the renaissance of village life
that we are attempting today. Blood calls to
blood & spirit to spirit & these songs which
breathe the very life-blood of the villagers—men
and women—will stir them as nothing else will
and could be used as texts on which modern
sermons could be based. They could be used to



v

revive much recreation, joy and sport among
people who are now lost in drudgery, poverty and
despair and appalling soullessness. Personally I
feel proud that my students have been, in one way
or other, realising and materialising so many of
my young and life-long dreams and I congratu-
late the collectors and editor on their excellent
work.

Basavanagudi}

78-17-1943 B, M. Srikantia
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