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It gives e the greatest pleasure to write this
brief foreword to this excellent Telugu Translation
of a great play by Dr. Rabindra Nath Tagore:
I regard the invitation by the author to me to writ€
it, as a command from the presiding genius of the
New Literature of India. [ have been long yearning
for that happy day when « new self-awareness, n
new self-reverence, and a new self-realisation will
surge through the country from end to end, like the
puissant and persuasive energy of the spring wak-
ing the world to warmth and fragrance and to
glory of blossom 2and abundance of fruit. 1 bave
always felt that our spirit must be free from fetters
before the shakles will fall off from our hands and
feet. When Vasudeva was in prison the handcuffs
were on and the priscn-gate was closed bolted and
locked. But when Sree Krishna was born, the
hand cuffs fell off and the doors of the prison-gate
flew open and even the the swollen river parted its
waters to make a way for God. It is only the libera-
tion of the soul by the grace of God thuat can bring
all other forms of liberation. That is why India
must come into her own in the realm of the ideal
before she can come into her own in the realm of
the real Art is her lookirg-glass just as religion jg
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her elixir of life. Let her drink this elixir of life
and become young and radieat again, and let her
look at her devine loveliness in the mirror of art.
Who will then deny such a queen the throne, which
is her birthright ?

I have known my friend Mr. Satyanarayana,
for some years and know him as one who is Indian
to the core while being Andhra to his finger-tips.
Unless each of us learns to be an incarnation of the
whole, andthenyearnsand tries to purify and ennoble
vur particular fragment of Indian soil and Indian
society, India will be the arena of dissensions and
not the home of love and the temple of holiness. 1
am glad that he has gone for inspiration (for every
Joving translation is really a translation from a
Jower to a higher plane of thought and emotion) to
the Poet Laureate of Asia, the poet-saint who is
Indian to the core, Bengali to the finger-tips and
universal in his love and in his appeal.

What a blessed name is Muktha-dhara, The
Liberated Current! It is itself expressive of the new
renaissance in India, symbolic of the new life now
coursing through India’s frame and soul. The
liberation of the life-giving waters has always haunt-
ed the heart of India from the Vedic times. The
story of Indra & Vritra in the Rigveda is the ancient
parallel of Tagore’s modern drama of Muoktha



3

Dhara. What glorious poetry and prophecy cling
round the Vedic story ! What glorious poetry and
prophecy cling round Tagore’s play !

I should not try to interpose my interpretaticn
of the play and its glorious message between the
readers heart and the author’s work. But[ am
unable to resist the temptation altogether, though
I shall curb it. The message of the play is the
ancient yet eternal message of the Isavasya Upa-
nishad (of which Tagore is so fond as readers of
personality know well): Tina Tyaktina Bhunjeethah
(Enjoy through renunciation). Man must rise above
himself to realise and attain the divine in himself.
He must transmute the lead of desire into the gold of
love by the alchemic touch of renunciation. The
self-sacrifice of the leaders for the sake of the ideal
results in a newer and higher idealism and a newer
& higher realisation by the peopls. The machine of
Bibhuti's make in Uttarakut stands not merely for
the bloated and murderous industriaiism and
nationalism and militarism of to-day, but also for
everything that is Tamasic, that is Assuric, that is
opposad to the laws of God. Tagore hits with his
shafts of scornful ridicule that selfishness which isg
not satishfied with poisoning the minds and the
beasts of the citizens with egoisms and callous hat-
reds, but seeks to turn education intoa means of
poisoning the minds of the young who are to be the
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citizens of to-morrow. Tagore has sought in his
play to expose the hollowness of the Nietzchean theory
of the supcrman and the supernation and the super-
state. All through his lite Tagore has sought, like
the Crown Prince Abhijit in the play, to open out
paths for the adventurous spirit of man, and to free
the imprisoncd curient of the spiritual energies of
man.

The central lesson of the great drama is what
has been well stated by Tagore in his Sadhana; “O,
Worker of the Universe! We would pray to Thee to
let the irresistible current of Thy aniversal energy
come like the impetuous south-wind of spring, let it
come over the vast field of the life of man, let it
bring the scent of many fiowers. the murmerings of
many woodlands, let it make sweet and vocal the
lifelessness of our dried up soul life. Let us on
our newly awakened powers cry out for unlimited
fulfilment 1n leat and flower and fruit ... Man’s
abiding happiness is not in getting anything but in
giving himself up to what is greater than himself,
to ideas which are larger than his individual life,’
the idea of his country, of bumanity, of God.”

I must stop here though unwillingiy. Mr. Satya-
narayana's translation is eqnally fine and faitbful
and wherever a translation is fired by the spirit of
the original and is by a deft crafts-man it rises to
the dignity of a creative work of art. 1 wish the.
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author every success, and what is more than success,
that passion of delight which the creation of ideal
beauty brings and which finds its fulfilment not in
mere fame which is but a fancied life in others, fleet-
ing breath, but in yet ampler and more glorious
creation.

I cannot better conclude this all-too-brief fore-
word than by quoting the beautiful 2nd haunting
and passionate song sung again and again throught
the play to Lord Bhairava who is the Divine Reali-
sor of Bliss in Renunciation and who gives vnto all
His devotees the power of Renunciation and the

realisation of Bliss,

Jaya Bhairava, Jaya Shankara,
Jaya, Jaya, Jaya, Pralayankara,
Shankara, Shankara!
Jaya Samsaya Bhedana,
Jaya Bandhana Chedana,
Jaya Sankata Sambhara,
Shankara, Shankara.

Negapatam, K. S. Ramaswami Sastri,
13-9-1923 . Sub Judge,(Negapatam).
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BOMBAY,
Dec. 5, 1922,

Dear Sir,

You have the Poet’'s permission to tran-
slate Muktadhara into Telugu.

Yours very iruly,

C. F. ANDREWS.

(True Copy)
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