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A TOUR

IN CIRCUITS, THROUGH ENGLAND
AND WALES

LETTER VI

CONTAINING A DESCRIPTION OF PART OF THE COUNTIES OF
MIDDLESEX, HERTFORD, BUCKS, OXFORD, WILTS, SOMERSET,
GLOUCESTER, WARWICK, WORCESTER, HEREFORD, MON-
MOUTH, AND THE SEVERAL COUNTIES OF SOUTH AND
NORTH-WALES

| HAVE goent S0 much time, and taken up s much room in my
dexription of London, and the adjacent parts that | mugt
be the more cautious, at lead, as to needless excursons in the
country near it.

The villagesround London partake of the influence of London,
S0 much, that it is cbserv'd as London is encreasd, <o they are
all enareased also, and from the same causes

| have taken natice of this in my firs setting out, and par-
ticularly in the counties of Essex, Kent, and Surrey; and as the
same appears to an extreme in Middlesex: | shall only give some
discriptions, and say the less of the reason of it.

Hackney and Bromley are the firg villages which begin the
county of Middlesex, east; for Bow as reckon'd to Stepney, is
a part of the great mass This town of Hackney is of a great
extent, containing no less than 12 hamlets or sparate villages
tho' some of them now jain, viz.

Church-grest, Vel | -street,
Hummerton, Cambridge-Hesth,
Wyck-House, Shacklewdl,
Grovedred, Dalstone,
Clapton, Kingdand,

Mare-street, Newington.
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All these, tho' some of them are very large villages, make up but
one parish (viz.) of Hackney.

All these, except the Wyck-house, are within a few years so
encreasd in buildings, and so fully inhabited, that there is no
comparison to be made between their present and past state:
Every separate hamlet is encreasd, and some of them more
than treble as big as formerly; Indeed as this whole town is
included in the bills of mortality, tho' no where joining to
London, it is in some respects to be call'd a part of it.

This town is so remarkable for the retreat of wealthy citizens,
that there is at this time near a hundred coaches kept in it; tho'
I will not join with a certain satyrical author, who said of
Hackney, that there were more coaches than Christians in it.

Newington, Tottenham, Edmonton, and Enfield stand all in
a line N. from the city; the encrease of buildings is so great
in them all, that they seem to a traveller to be one continu'd
street; especially Tottenham and Edmonton, and in them all,
the new buildings so far exceed the old, especially in the value
of them, and figure of the inhabitants, that the fashion of the
towns are quite altered.

At Tottenham we se the remains of an antient building
called the Cross, from which the town takes the name of High-
Cross There is a long account of the antiquities of this place
lately published, to which | refer, antiquities as | have observed,
not being my province in this work, but a description of things
in their present state.

Here is at this town a small but pleasant seat of the Earl of
Colerain, in Ireland; his lordship is now on his travels, but
has a very good estate here extending from this town to
Muzzle-hill, and almost to High-gate.

The first thing we s in Tottenham is a small but beautiful
house, built by one Mr. Wanly, formerly a goldsmith, near
Temple Bar; it is a small house, but for the beauty of the
building and the gardens, it is not outdone by any of the houses
on this sde the country.

There is not any thing more fine in their degree, than most
of the buildings this way; only with this observation, that they
are generally belonging to the middle sort of mankind, grown
wealthy by trade, and who still taste of London; some of them
live both in the city, and in the country at the same time: yet
many of these are immensely rich.

High-gate and Hamstead are next on the north-side; At the



MIDDLESEX 3

first is a very beautiful house built by the late Sir William
Ashurst, on the very summit of the hill, and with a view from
the very lowest windows over the whole vale, to the city: And
that so eminently, that they se the very ships passng up and
down the river for 12 or 15 miles below London. The Jews
have particularly fixt upon this town for their country retreats,
and some of them are very wealthy; they live there in good
figure, and have several trades particularly depending upon
them, and especially, butchers of their own to supply them with
provisions kill'd their own way; also, | am told, they have a
private synagogue here.

As the county does not extend far this way, | take no notice
of smaller towns; nor is there any thing of note but citizens
housss for several miles; except that in the chase, at Enfied is
a fine lodge formerly possest by the Earl of Denbigh: Now we
are told that General Pepper is fixt ranger of the chase, and
resdes there.

This chase was once a very beautiful place, and when King
James |. resided at Theobalds, which he loved for the pleasure
of his hunting; it was then very full of deer, and all sorts of
game; but it has suffered several depredations since that, and
particularly in the late Protector's usurpation, when it was
utterly stript, both of game, and timber, and let out in farms
to tenants, for the use of the publick.

After the Restoration, it was reassumed, and laid open again;
Woods and groves were every where planted, and the whaole
chae stored with deer: But the young timber which indeed
began to thrive, was so continually plundered, and the deer-
stealers have so harassd the deer, and both perhaps by those
who should have preserved it, as well as by others, that the
place was almost ruined for a forrest, and little but hares and
bushwood was to be found in it. But now we hear, that by the
vigilance of General Pepper, the chase is much recovered, and
likely to be a place fit for the diversion of a prince, as it has
been before.

At a village a little farther north, called Totteridge,
Mr. Charleton of the Ordnance Office, has a very deicious
seat, the house new built, and the gardens extremely fine
In the same town the old Earl of Anglesey had also a house,
but not extraordinary for any thing morethan arural situation,
very retired, but yet very agreeable.

The Mineral Waters, or Baraet Wells, are alittle beyond this
house, on the declivity of a hill; they were formerly in great
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reques, being very much approved by physdans but of late,
they began to deding and are now amog forgotten: Other
waters at |dington, and at Hamstead having grown popular in
their sead.

Hampstead indeed is risen from a little country village, to
acity, not upon the credit only of the waters, tho' 'tis apparent,
its growing greatness began there; but company increesng
gradually, and the people liking both the place and the diver-
aons together; it grew suddenly populous and the concourse
of people was incredible. This oonsequentIY raised the rate of
lodgings, and that encreasad buildings, till the town grew up
from a little village, to a magnitude equal to some cities; nor
could the uneven surface inconvenient for building, uncom-
pact, and unpleasant, check the humour of the town, for even
on the very gegp of the hill, where theré's no walking twenty
yards together, without tuggin? up a hill, or gradling down
a hill, yet 'tis all one the buildings enaeased to that degreg
that the town almogt oreads the whole sde of the hill.

On the top of the hill inded, there is a very pleasant plain,
caled the Heath, which on the very summit, isa plain of about
amile every way; and in good weather 'tis pleasant airing upon
it, and some of the Sregs are extended o far, asthat they begin
to build, even on the highes part of the hill. But it mugt be
oonfed, 'tis S0 near heaven, that | dare not say it can be a
proper stuation, for any but a race of mountaineers, whose
lungs have besn usad to a rarify'd air, neare the ssond
region, than any ground for 30 miles round it.

It istrue, this place may be said to be prepared for a summer
dweling, for in winter nothing that 1 know can recommend it:
'Tistrue, a warm housg, and good company, both which are to
be had here, go a great way to make amends for sorms and
severity of cold.

Here is a mog beautiful progpect indeed, for we s hen
Handop Seeple one way, which is within éght miles of North-
ampton, N.W. to Landown-Hill in Ess ancther way, eag,
at least 66 miles from one another; the progpett to London, and
beyond it to Banged Downs south; Shooters-Hill, SE. Red-
Hill, SW. and Windsor-Castle, W. isalso uninterrupted: Indeed
due north, we s no farther than to Barnet, which is not above
gx miles, but the reg is sufficient.

At the foot of this hill is an old seat of the Earls of Cheder-
fidds, called Belsze which for many years had bean neglected,
and as it were forgotten: But beng taken lately by a certain
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projector to get a penny, and who knew by what handle to take
thegay part of theworld, he has madeit a true house of pleasure
Here, in the gardens he entertained the company with all kind
of sport, and in the house with all kinds of game, to say no more
of it: This brought a wonderful concourse of people to the
place for they were 0 effectually gratified in all sorts of diver-
son, that the wicked part at length broke in, till it alarm'd the
magigrates and | am told it has ben now in a manner suppressd
by the hand of judtice.

Here was a great room fitted up with abundance of dexterity
for their balls, and had it gone on to a degree of masguerading
as | hear was actually begun, it would have bid fair to have had
half the town run to it: One saw pictures and furniture there
beyond what wasto have been expected in a mear publick house
and 'tis hardly credible how it drew company to it; But it could
not be, no British government could be suppossd to bear long
with the liberties taken on such publick occasons So as | have
sid, they are reduc'd, at least restraint from liberties which
they could not preserve by their prudence

Yet Hampgtead is not much the less frequented for this. But
as there is (expedaly at the Wdls) a conflux of all sorts of
company, even Hampsead itsdf has suffered in its good name;
and you se someimes more gallantry than modesy: So that
the ladies who value their reputation, have of late more avoided
the wdls and walks at Hampstead, than they had formerly done

| could not be at Hampstead, and not make an excurson to
Edgworth, a little market town, on the road to St. Albans,
| sy to St. Albans because 'tis certain, that this was formerly
the only or the main road from London to S. Albans; being the
famous high road, calL'd Watling-street, which in former times
reached from London to Shrewsbury, and on towards Wales.

The remains of this road are ill to be sen here, and par-
ticularly in this, (viz.) That from Hide-Park Corner, just where
Tyburn gands, the road makes one graight line without any
turning, even to the very town of St. Albans. In thisroad lyes
the town of Edgworth, some will have it that it was built by
King Edgar the Saxon monarch, and called by his name, and
0 will have the town called Edgar, and that it was built as
a garrison on the said Watling-street, to pressrve the high-way
from thieves But all this | take to be fabulous and without
authority.

Near this town, and which is the reason for naming it, the
presst Duke of Chandos has built a mos magnificent palace or
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mansion house, | might say, the most magnificent in England:
It is erected where formerly stood an old seat belonging to Sir
Lancelot Lake, whose son and succesor struggled hard to be
chosen representative for the county, but logt it, and had a
great interest and estate hereabouts.

This palace is so beautiful in itssituation, so lofty, so majestick
the appearance of it, that a pen can but ill describeit, the pencil
not much better; 'tis only fit to be talk'd of upon the very spot,
when the building is under view, to be consder'd in all its parts.

The fronts are all of freestone, the columns and pilasters are
lofty and beautiful, the windows very high, with all possble
ornaments: The pilasters running flush up to the cornish and
architrave, their capitals ssems as so many supporters to the
fine statues which stand on the top, and crown the whole;
in a word, the whole structure is built with such a profusion of
expence, and all finish'd with such a brightness of fancy, good-
ness of judgment; that | can assure you, we sse many palaces of
sovereign princes abroad, which do not equal it, which yet pass
for very fine too either within or without. And as it is a noble
and well contriv'd building; so it is as well set out, and no
ornament is wanting to make it the finest house in England.
The plaistering and guilding is done by the famous Pargotti
an ltalian, said to be the finest artist in those particular works
now in England. The great salon or hall is painted by Paolucci,
for the duke spared no cost to have every thing as rich as
possble. The pillars supporting the building are all of marble:
The great gaircass is the finest by far of any in England; and
the steps are all of marble, every step being of one whole piece,
about 22 foot in length.

Nor is the splendor which the present duke lives in at this
place, at all beneath what such a building calls for, and yet, so
far is the duke from having exhausted himself by this prodigy
of a building; that we s him snce that laying out a scheme,
and storing up materials for building another house for his
city convenience, on the north side of the new sguare, call'd
Oxford or Cavendish Square, near Maribone; and if that isdis-
continued it seems to be s, only because the duke found an
opportunity to purchase another much more to his advantage;
namely, the Duke of Ormond's house in St. James's Square.

Itisin vain to attempt to describe the beauties of this building
at Cannons; the whole is a beauty, and as the firmament is
a glorious mantle filled with, or as it were made up of a con-
currence of lesser glories the stars; so every part of this building
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adds to the beauty of the whole. The avenue is spacious and
majestick, and as it gives you the view of two fronts, join'd as
it were in one, the distance not admitting you to se the angle,
which is in the centre; so you are agreeably drawn in, to think
the front of the house almost twice as large as it really is.

And yet when you come nearer you are again surprized, by
seing the winding passage opening as it were a new front to
the eye, of near 120 feet wide, which you had not ssen before,
so that you are lost a while in looking near hand for what you
so evidently saw a great way off. Tho' many of the palaces in
Italy are very large fine buildings, yet | venture to say, not
Italy it sdf can show such a building raisd from the common
aurface, by one private hand, and in so little a time as this;
For Cannons as | was inform'd, was not three years a building
and bringing the gardens and all, to the mogt finish'd beauty
we now se it in.

The great palaces in Italy, are either the work of sovereign
princes, or have been ages in their building; one family laying
the design, and ten succeeding ages and families being taken
up, in carrying on the building: But Cannons had not been three
years in the duke's possesson, before we saw this prodigy rise
out of the ground, as if he had been resolv'd to merit that motto
which the French king assum'd, He saw, and it was made.

The building is very lofty, and magnificent, and the gardens
are so well designed, and have so vast a variety, and the canals
are so large, that they are not to be out done in England;
possbly the Lord Castlemains at Wanstead, may be said to
equal but can not exceed them.

The inside of this house is as glorious, as the outside is fine;
the lodgings are indeed most exquisitely finish'd, and if 1 may
call it so, royally furnish'd; the chapel is a singularity, not only
in its building, and the beauty of its workmanship, but in this
also, that the duke maintains there a full choir, and has the
worship perform'd there with the best musick, after the manner
of the chappe royal, which is not done in any other noble man's
chappel in Britain; no not the Prince of Wales's, though heir
apparent to the crown.

Nor isthechape only furnish'd with such excellent musick, but
the duke has a st of them to entertain him every day at dinner.

The avenues and vigta's to this house are extreamly magni-
ficent, the great walk or chief avenue is near a mile in length,
planted with two double rows of trees, and the middle walk
broad enough for a troop of horse to march in front; in the
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middle way there is a large basin or fountain of water, and the
coaches drive round it on either side there are three other
avenues exceeding fine, but not so very large; the beauty of
them all will double, with time, when the trees may be grown,
like those of New-Hall, in Essex.

Two things extreamly add to the beauty of this house, namely,
the chapel, and the library; but | cannot enlarge, having taken
up so much room in the view of this house, as must oblige me
to abatein others, to whom | am willing to do what justice | can.

In his gardens and out-houses the duke keeps a constant
night-guard, who take care of the whole place, duly walk the
rounds, and constantly give the hour to the family at st
appointed places and times; so that the house has some waking
eyes about it, to keep out thieves and spoailers night and day.
In a word, no nobleman in England, and very few in Europe,
lives in greater splendour, or maintains a grandeur and magni-
ficence, equal to the Duke of Chandos.

Here are continually maintained, and that in the dearest part
of England, as to house expences, not less than one hundred
and twenty in family, and yet a face of plenty appearsin every
part of it; nothing needful is with-held, nothing pleasant is
restrained; every servant in the house is made easy, and his life
comfortable; and they have the felicity that it is their lord's
desire and delight that it should be so.

But | am not writing panegyrick. | left Cannons with regret,
the family all gay, and in raptures on the marriage of the
Marquiss of Caernarvon, the dukes edest son, just then cee
brated with the Lady Katharine Talmash daughter of the Earl
of Dysert which marriage adds to the honour and estate also,
of the family of Chandos.

Two mile from hence, we go up a small ascent by the great
road, which for what reason | know not, is there call'd Crab
Tree Orchard, when leaving the Street Way on the right, we
enter a spacious heath or common call'd Bushy-Heath, where,
again, we have a very agreeable prospect.

I cannot but remember, with some satisfaction, that having
two foreign gentlemen in my company, in our passng over
this heath, | say | could not but then observe, and now remember
it with satisfaction, how they were surprized at the beauty of
this prospect, and how they look'd at one another, and then
again turning their eyes every way in a kind of wonder, one
of them said to the other, That England was not like other
country's, but it was all a planted garden.
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They had there on the right hand, the town of St. Albans in
their view; and all the spaces between, and further beyond it,
look'd indeed like a garden. The inclosd corn-fields made one
grand parterre, the thick planted hedge rows, like a wilderness
or labyrinth, divided in espaliers; the villages interspersd,
lodc'd like so many several noble seats of gentlemen at a distance.
In aword, it was all nature, and yet look'd all like art; on the
left hand we se the west-end of London, Westminster-Abbey,
and the Parliament-House, but the body of the city was cut
off by the hill, at which Hampstead intercepted the sight on
that side.

Moreto the south we had Hampton Court, and S.W. Windsor,
and between both, all those most beautiful parts of Middlesex
and Surrey, on the bank of the Thames, of which | have already
said so much, and which are indeed the most agreeable in the
world.

At the farther end of this heath, is the town of Bushy, and
at the end of the town, the Earl of Essex has a very good old
seat, Situate in a pleasant park, at Cashiobery; a little farther,
is the town of Hemstead, noted for an extraordinary corn-
market, and at Ashridge, near Hemstead, is an antient mansion
house of the Duke of Bridge-water, both these are old built
houses, but both shew the greatness of the antient nobility, in
the grandeur and majesty of the building, and in the well-
planted parks, and high grown woods, with which they are
surrounded, than which, there are few finer in England.

St, Albans is the capital town, tho' not the county town of
Hertfordshire, it has a great corn market, and is famous for
its antient church, built on the ruins, or part of the ruins of the
most famous abbey of Verulam; the greatness of which, is to
be judg'd by the old walls, which one ses for a mile before we
come to town.

In this church as some workmen were digging for the repairs
of the church, they found some steps which led to a door in a
very thick stone wall, which being opened, there was dis
cover'd an arched stone vault, and in the middle of it a large
coffin near 7 foot long, which being open'd, there was in it the
corps of a man, the flesh not consum'd, but discoloured; by the
arms and other paintings on the wall, it appear'd that this must
be the body of Humphry Duke of Gloucester, commonly call'd,
the good Duke of Gloucester, one of the sons of Henry I V. and
brother toKingHenry V. and by themost indisputableauthority,
must have lain buried there 277 years.
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Viz. It being in the 26th of Hen. V | . 1477.

But | must travel no farther this way, till | have taken a
journey west from London, and sen what the country affords
that way; the next towns adjacent to London, are, Kensington,
Chelsea, Hammer smith, Fulham, Twickenham, &c. all of them
near, or adjoyning to the river of Thames, and which, by the
beauty of their buildings, make good the north shore of the
river, answerable, to what | have already describ'd.

Kensington cannot be nam'd without mentioning the king's
palace there; a building which may now be call'd entirely new,
tho' it was originally an old house of the Earl of Nottingham's
of whom the late King William bought it, and then enlarg'd it
as we see; ome of the old building still remaining in the center
of the house.

The house it «f fronts to the garden three ways, the gardens
being now made exceeding fine, and enlarged to such a degree,
as to reach quite from the great road to Kensington town, to
the Acton road north, more than a mile. The first laying out of
these gardens was the dedgn of the late Queen Mary, who
rinding the air agreed with, and was necessary to the health of
the king, resolved to make it agreeable to her df too, and
gave the firs orders for enlarging the gardens. the author of
this account, having had the honour to attend her majesty,
when she first viewed the ground, and directed the doing it,
gpeaks this with the more satisfaction.

The late Queen Anne compleated what Queen Mary began,
and delighted very much in the place; and often was pleased
to make the green house which is very beautiful, her summer
supper house.

But this house has lost much of its pleasantness on one
account, namely, that all the princes that ever might be said
tosingleit out for their delight, had the fateto dyein it; namely,
King William, Prince George of Denmark, and lastly, Queen
Anne her sdf; since which it has not been so much in request,
King George having generally kept his summer, when in England,
at Hampton Court.

As this palace opens to the west, there are two great wings
built, for lodgings for such as necessarily attend the court, and
alarge port cocher at the entrance, with a postern and a stone
gallery on the south sde of the court which leads to the great
gtair-case.

This south wing was burnt down by accident, the king and
queen being both there, the queen was a little surprized at
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first, apprehending some treason, but King William a stranger
to fears smil'd at the suggestion, chear'd her majesty up, and
being soon dressd, they both walked out into the garden, and
stood there some hours till they perceived the fire by the help
that came in, and by the diligence of the foot guards, was
gotten under foot.

Itisnowonder if the Court being so much at Kensington, that
town has encreased in buildings, so | do not place that to the
same account as of the rest; On the south side of the street over
against the palace, is a fair new large street, and a little way
down a noble square full of very good houses, but since the
Court has so much declin'd the palace, the buildings have not
much encreased.

South of this town stands Chelsea, a town of palaces, and
which by its new extended buildings ssems to promise itself to
be made one time or other a part of London, | mean London in
its new extended capacity, which if it should once happen, what
amonster must London be, extending (to take it in aline) from
the farther end of Chelsea, west, to Deptford-Bridge east, which
| venture to say, is at least eleven miles.

Here is the noblest building, and the best foundation of its
kind in the world, viz. for the entertainment of maimed and
old soldiers. If we must except the hospital call'd Des Invalids
at Paris, it must be only that the number is greater there, but
| pretend to say that the oeconomy of the invalids there, is not
to compare with this at Chelsea; and as for the provisions, the
lodging and attendance given, Chelsea infinitely exceeds that
at Paris. Here the poor men are lodg'd, well cloathed, well
furnish'd, and well fed, and | may say there are thousands of
poor familiesin England who are said to live well too, and do not
feed as the soldiers there are fed; and as for France, | may add,
they know nothing there what it is to live so. The like may be
said of the invalid sea men at the hospital of Greenwich.

Near this hospital or college, is alittle palace, | had almost
calTd it a paradise, of the late earl of Ranelagh. It is true that
his lordship was envied for the work, but had it been only for
the beauties of the building, and such things as these, | should
have been hardly able to censure it, the temptation wou'd have
been so much; In aword, the situation, the house, the gardens,
the pictures, the prospect, and the lady, all is such a charm;
who could refrain from coveting his neighbours . . . . &c.

It isimpossible to give an account of all the rest of England
in this onevolume, while London and its adjacent parts, take up
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one half of it: | must be dlowed therefore to abate the descrip-
tion of private houses and gardens, in which (thispart especidly)
so abounds, that it would take up two or three volumes equd to
this, to describe the county of Middlesex only.

Let it auffice to tell you that there's an incredible number of
fine houses built in all these towns, within these few years, and
that England never had such a glorious show to make in the
world before; Inaword, being curiousin thispart of my enquiry,
I find two thousand houses which in other places wou'd pess for
paaces, and mogt, if not all the possessors whereof, keep coeches
In the little towns or villages of the county of Middlesex, west
of London only; and not reckoning any of the towns within
three miles of London; so that | exclude Chdsea, Kensington,
Knights-Bridge, Marybon, and Paddington; as for Hampstead,
that lying north of London, is not concerned in the reckoning,
for | reckon'd near a thousand more such in the towns north of
London, within the county of Middlesex, and exclusve of
Hackney, for Hackney | esteem as part of London itself as
before: among all these three thousand houses | reckon none
but such, as are built snce the year 1666, and most of them
snce the Revolution.

Among these, that is to say, among the first two thousand
new foundations, there are very many housss belonging to the
nobility, and to persons of quality, (some of whom) have been
in the ministry; which exce all the rest. Such as the Lord
Peterborough's at Parsons Green; Lord Hallifax at Bushy Park,
near Hampton Court; the late Earl of Marr, Earl of Bradford,
Earl of Strafford, Earl of Shrewsbury, Earl of Burlington, Earl
of Faconberg, Lady Falkland, Lord Brook, Lord Dunbarr,
Maoses Hart, Mr. Barker, Sir Stephen Fox, Sir Thomas Frankland,
Generd Wettham, Sir Godfrey Kneller, Secretary Johnson's, and
others. Thislast is a seet so exquisitely finish'd, that his majesty
was pleased to dine there, to view the delightful place, and
honour it with his presence, that very day, that | was writing
this account of it. The king was pleased to dine in the green
house, or rather in a pleasant room which Mr. Johnson built,
joyning to the green house; from whence is a prospect every
way into the most delicious gardens, which indeed for the
bigness of them are not out-done in any part of the world.
Here is a compleat vineyard, and Mr. Johnson who is a master
of gardening, perhaps the greatest master now in England, has
given atestimony that England notwithstanding the changesble
air and uncertain climate, will produce most excellent wines,
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if due care be taken in the gardening or cultivating, as also
in the curing and managing part; and without due carein these,
not Franceit sdf will doiit.

Sr Sephen Fox's house at Chiswidk is the flower of all the
private gentlemens palaces in England. Here when the late
King William, who was an allowed judge of fine buildings, and
of gardening also, had sen the house and garden, he good il
ontheterrasfor near half a quarter of an hour without gpesking
one word, when turning at lagt to the Earl of Portland, the
king said, This place s perfectly fing, | could live herefive days®

In the village of Hammersmith, which was formerly a long
scattering place, full of gardeners grounds, with here and there
an old house of some bulk: | say, In this village we s now not
only a wood of great housss and palaces, but a noble square
built as it were in the middle of sveral handsome Sredts as if
the village ssan'd endin'd to grow up into a city.

Herewearetold they desgn to obtain the grant of a market,
tho' it be so near to L ondon, and sometalk aso of building afine
gone bridge over the Thames, but these things are yet but in
embryo, tho' it is not unlikely but they may be both accom-
plished in time, and aso Hammeramith and Chisnvick joyning
thus, would in time be a city indeed.

| have now ranged the bes part of Middlesex, a county made
rich, pleasant, and populous by the naghbourhood of London:
The borders of the county indeed have three market towns,
which | shall but just mention, Stanes Colebrook, and Uxbridge:
This lagt, a pleasant large market town, famous in particular,
for having abundance of noble ssts of gentlemen and pasons
of quality in the neghbourhood: But | can not dexribe all the
fine housss it would be endless This town is also famous in
gory, for bang the town where an attempt was in vain made
in the late war, to sdttle the peace of these nations, by a treaty;
Some say both sdes were sincerdly indlin'd to peace; some sa?/
neither ade all | can sy of it is, in the words of blessed St. Paul,
Sathan hindred. There are but three more market townsin the
county, viz. Brentford, Edgworth and Enfied.

On the right hand as we ride from London to Uxbridge, or
to Colebrook, we s Harrow, a little town on a very high hill,
and istherefore call'd Harrow on the Hill: The church of this

1 N.B, This was an expression the king used on no occasion, but such,
as where the places were exquisitely fine, and particularly pleased him:
and it was not observ'd that ever his malbestéwld it of any placein Eng-
land, but of this, and of Burleigh-House by Stamford in Lincolnshire, the
seat of the Earl of Exeter,
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town standing upon the summit of the hill, and having a very
handsome and high spire, they tell us, King Charles| | . ridiculing
the warm disputes among some critical scripturallists of those
times, concerning the visible church of Christ upon earth; usd
to say of it, that if there was €er a visible church upon earth,
he believ'd this was one.

About Uxbridge, and all the way from London, aswe do every
where this way, we saw a great many very beautiful seats of
the nobility and gentry, too many | say to enter upon the
description of here.

From hence, we proceeded on the road towards Oxford; but
first turned to the right to visit Aylesbury. Thisis the principal
market town in the county of Bucks; tho' Buckingham a much
inferior place, is call'd the county town: Here also is held the
election for Members of Parliament, or Knights of the Shire for
the county, and county goal, and the asszes It is a large
town, has a very noble market for corn, and is famous for
a large tract of the richest land in England, extended for many
miles round it, almost from Tame, on the edge of Oxfordshire,
to Leighton in Bedfordshire, and is called from this very town,
the Vale of Aylesbury. Here it was that conversing with some
gentlemen, who understood country affairs, for all the gentle-
men hereabouts are graziers, tho' all the graziers are not
gentlemen; they shew'd me one remarkable pasturefield, no
way parted off or separated, one piece of it from another; | say,
'tis one enclosad field of pasture ground, which was let for 1400/.
per ann. to a grazier, and | knew the tenant very well, whose
name was Houghton, and who confirm'd the truth of it.

It was my hap formerly, to be at Aylesbury, when there was
a mighty confluence of noblemen and gentlemen, at a famous
horse race at Quainton-Meadow, not far off, where was then
the late Duke of Monmouth, and a great many persons of the
first rank, and a prodigious concourse of people.

I had the occason to be there again in the late queen's reign;
when the same horse race which is continu'd yearly, happened
again, and then there was the late Duke of Marlborough, and
a like concourse of persons of quality; but the reception of the
two dukes was mightily differing, the last duke finding some
reasons to withdraw from a publick meeting, where he saw he
was not like to be used as he thought he had deserved.

The late Lord Wharton, afterwards made duke, has a very
good dwelling at Winchenden, and another much finer nearer
Windsor, call'd Ubourn. But | do not hear that the present
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duke has made any additions, either to the house or gardens;
they were indeed admirably fine before, and if they are but
kept in the same condition, | shall think the dukes care cannot
be reproached.

Were there not in every part of England at this time so many
fine palaces, and so many curious gardens, that it would but be
a repetition of the same thing to describe them; | should enter
upon that task with great chearfulness here, as aso at Clifden,
the Earl of Orkney'sfineseat built by the late D. of Buckingham,
near Windsor, and at several other places, but | proceed: We
went on from Aylesbury to Thame or Tame, a large market
town on the River Thames: This brings me to mention again
The Vale of Aylesbury; which as | noted before, is eminent for
the richest land, and perhaps the richest graziers in England:
But it is more particularly famous for the head of the River
Thame or Thames, which rises in this vale near a market town
calPd Tring, and waters the whole vale either by itself or the
several streams which run into it, and when it comes to the
town of Tame, is agood large river.

At Tring abovenam'd is a most delicious house, built a la
moderne, as the French call it, by the late Mr. Guy, who was
for many years Secretary of the Treasury, and continued it till
near his death; when he was succeeded by the late Mr. Lowndes.
The late King William did Mr. Guy the honour to dine at this
house, when he set out on his expedition to Ireland, in the
year 1690, the same year that he fought the battle of the Boyn;
and tho' his Majesty came from London that morning, and was
resolved to lye that night at Northampton, yet he would not
go away without taking a look at the fine gardens, which are
perhaps the best finish'din the worst situation of any in England.
This house was afterwards bought by Sir William Gore, a mer-
chant of London; and left by him to his eldest son, who now
enjoys it.

There was an eminent contest here between Mr. Guy, and
the poor of the parish, about his enclosing part of the common
to make him a park; Mr. Guy presuming upon his power, st
up his pales, and took in a large parcel of open land, call'd
Wiggington-Common; the cottagers and farmers opposd it, by
their complaints a great while; but finding he went on with his
work, and resolv'd to doit, they rose upon him, pull'd down his
banks, and forced up his pales, and carried away the wood, or
st it on aheap and burnt it; and thisthey did several times, till
he was oblig'd to desist; after some time he began again, offering
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to treat with the people, and to give them any eguivalent for
it: But that not being satisfactory, they mobb'd him again.
How they accommodated it at lagt, | know not; but | ge that
Mr. Gorehasa park, and averygood one but not Iargec | mention
this as an indance of the popular daim in England; which we
call right of commonage which the take to be as much
their property, as a rich man's land is his own.

But to return to the Vale of Aylesbury. Here the great and
antient family of Hampden flourish'd for many ages and had
very great edates But the presant her may (I doubt) be said,
not to have had equal sucoess with some of his ancestars

From Thame a great corn market, the Thame joins the
other branch caird a the Thames at a little town cal'd
Dorcheser. | observe that mog of our higorians reect the
nation that Mr. Cambden makes so many flourishes about, of
the marriage of Thame and Isis; that thislittleriver was caird
the Thame, and the other, the Isis, and that beng join'd, they
obtain'd the united name of Thamids | say they reect it, and
%0 do I. At this little town of Dorcheter was once the st of
the bishoprick of Lincoln.

From hence | came to Oxford, a name known throughout
the learned world; a city famous in our English hisory for
sverd things beddes its being an universty.

i. So eminent for the goodness of its air, and healthy Stua-
tion; that our Courts have no les than three times if my
information is right, retir'd hither, when London has bemn
vidgted with the pegtilence and here they have bean dways safe

2. It has a0 svera times ben the retreat of our princes
when the reg of the kingdom has bemn embroil'd in war and
rebdlion; and here they have found both safety and support; at
leadt, as long as the loyal inhabitantswere ableto protect them.

3. It was famaus for the noble defence of religion, which our
firg rformers and martyrs made here in ther learned and
bold digoutations againg the Papids, in behdf of the Pro-
tegant rdigion; and their triumphant dosng the debates by
laying down their lives for the truths which they asserted.

4. 1t waslikewise famous for resging the attacks of arbitrary
power, in the affair of Magdalen Cdlege, in King Jamesstime;
and the Fdlows laying down their fortunes tho' not their lives,
in defence of liberty and property.

This, to ue a sripture degance, is that city of Oxford; the
greates (if not the mog antient) universty in this idand of
Great-Britain; and perhaps the mod flourishing at this time,
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in men of polite learning, and in the most accomplished masters,
in all sciences and in all the parts of acquir'd knowledge in
the world.

| know thereis along contest, and yet undetermined between
the two English universities, about the antiquity of their
foundation; and as they have not decided it themseves, who
am 1? and what is this work? that | should pretend to enter
upon that important question, in so small a tract?

It is out of question, that in the largeness of the place, the
beauty of situation, the number of inhabitants, and of schollars,
Oxford has the advantage. But fame tells us, that as great and
applauded men, as much recommended, and as much recom-
mending themsdlves to the world, and as many of them have
been produced from Cambridge, as from Oxford.

Oxford has several things as a university, which Cambridge
has not; and Cambridge ought not to be so meanly thought of,
but that it has several things in it, which cannot be found in
Oxford. For example,

The theater, the museum, or chamber of rarities, the Bodleian
Library, the number of colleges, and the magnificence of their
buildings are on the side of Oxford, yet Kings College Chappel,
and College, isin favour of Cambridge; for asit is now edifying,
it is likely to be the most admir'd in a few years of all the
colleges of the world.

| have said something of Cambridge; |'ll be as brief about
Oxford as | can: It is a noble flourishing city, so possessd of all
that can contribute to make the resdence of the scholars easy
and comfortable, that no spot of ground in England goes
beyond it. The situation is in a delightful plain, on the bank
of a fine navigable river, in a plentiful country, and at an
easy distance from the capital city, the port of the country.

The city itsdlf is large, strong, populous, and rich; and as it

is adorned by the most beautiful buildings of the colleges, and
halls, it makes the most noble figure of any city of its bigness
in Europe.
f To enter into the detail or description of all the colleges, halls,
&c. would be to write a history of Oxford, which in so little
a compass as this work can afford, must be so imperfect, so
superficial, and so far from giving a stranger a true idea of the
place; that it ssemsridiculous, even to think it can be to any
ones satisfaction. However, a list of the names and establish-
ments of the colleges may be useful, so take them as follows,
according to the seniority of their foundation.
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A LIST OF THE COLLEGES AND HALLS IN THE CITY OF OXFORD,
PLAC'D ACCORDING TO THE RESPECTIVE DATES OF THEIR
FOUNDATIONS

| . University College

This college was properly the university it sdf for about 345
years; being as they tell us, founded by King Alfred in the year
872; the old building on which the college now stands was
erected by that king; after which viz. anno 1217. William
Bishop of Durham, form'd it into a regular house and built
the college, which however was for a long time call'd sometimes
the college, sometimes the university, and by some the college
of the university, there being at that time no other; till at
length other colleges rising up in the same city; this was call'd
University Coallege, that is, the college which was the old
university. It maintained at the end of Queen Elizabeth's reign.

1 Master,

8 Fellows,

1 Bibledark, I'nall 69.
Students,
and Servants.

2. Baliol College

Founded by John Baliol, father to John Baliol King of
Scotland, and by Dame Der Verguilla his wife, who enlarged
the foundation after her husbands decease It maintained at
the end of King James the ist's reign,

1 Master,

12 Fellows,

13 Schollars,

4 Exhibitioners, Inall 136.
Students, and
Servants.

3. Merton College

Founded by William de Merton, Lord Chancelour to King
Henry | | | . afterwards Bishop of Rochester. N.B. This college
wasfirst erected at Maldon in Surrey, near Kingston, anno 1260.
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and translated to Oxford ten years after, by the same founder.
I't maintains
1 Warden,
21 Fellows,
13 Scholiars, Inall 79.
Students, and
Servants.

4. Excester College

Founded by Walter Stapleton Bishop of Excester, and Lord
High Treasurer to King Edward | | . afterwards beheaded by
Queen Isabella mother to King Edward | 1 1. It was first call'd
Stapleton-Hall, but afterwards on the benefaction of other
inhabitants of Excester and of the county of Devon, it was
made a college. It maintained in the time of King James 14,

1 Rector,

23 Fellows,
Commoners, In all 200.
Students, and
other Servants

5. Oriel College

Founded by King Edward || . anno 1327. but some say
Adam Brown the king's almoner and who was the first provost,
was also the founder, only that being afraid to be call'd to an
account for so great wealth, he put the fame of it upon the
king after his death. It had only a provost, 10 fellows, with
ome servants, at its first institution, but encreasing by subse-
quent benefactions, it maintained in King Jamess time who
also incorporated the college,

1 Provost,

18 Fellows,

12 Exhibitioners, In all 105.
Commoners, and
Servants.
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6. Queen'sCollege

Founded anno 1340. by Robert Eglefield a private clerg%/—
man, only domestick chaplain to Queen Phillippa, Edward the
3d's queen; 'tis said the land it stood on was his own inheritance,
and he built the house at his own charge; but begging her
majesty to be the patroness of his charity, he call'd it Queans
Hall, recommending the scholars at his death, to her maesty
and the Queans of England her successors He dyed before it
was finish'd, having settled only 12 fellows, wheress he intended
70 scholarships beddes, representing all together Christ his
12 apodtles, and his 70 disciples; but this pious design of the good
founder was so well approved on all hands, that it was presently
encreesad by severa royal benefactors, and is now one of the
best coll in the university; dso it is lately rebuilt, the old
building being wholly taken down and the new being all of
free stone, containing two noble squares with piazzas, sup-
ported by fine pillars; the great hall, the library, and afine
chappel, al contained in the same building, so that it is without
comparison the most beautiful college in the university.

7.New College

Founded anno 1379. by William of Wickham Bishop of
Winchester, the same who is said to have built Windsor Castle,
for King Edward | | | ; rebuilt the cathedral church at Winchester,
and the fine schodl there, the scholars of which are the nursery
to thisfine college. He instituted here and they still remain,

1 Warden,
70 Fellows,
B
olristers, -

1 Organist, Inail 135.
3 Clarks,

1 Sexton,

Students, &c.
N.B. Thiscollegeisvery rich.

8. Lincoln College

Founded anno 1420. by Richard Hemming Arch-Bishop of
York, but left it imperfect; the foundation was finish'd by
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Thomas Rotherham Bishop of Lincoln, 59 years after. It
maintains
1 Warden,
14 Fellows,
2 Chaplains,
4 Scholars, Inall 72.
Commoners, and
Servants.

9. All-Souls College

Founded anno 1437. by Henry Chichley Arch-Bishop of
Canterbury, also Cardinal Pool was a great benefactor to it
afterwards. It maintains

1 Warden,
40 Fellows,
Chaplains,
Claries, I nail 65.
Choiristers,
Students, and
Servants.

10. Magdalen College

Founded 1459, by William Wainfleet Bishop of Winton, who
built it in the stately figurewe now s it in, very little having
been added; and what has been rebuilt, has kept much to the
founders first design; except a new appartment added by one
Mr. Clarke a private gentleman, who serv'd many years in
Parliament for the university; this new building is exceeding
fing; asis now also, the library, towards which, another private
gentleman, namely, Colonel Codrington, gave ten thousand
pounds, and a good collection of books. It maintains

1 President,
40 Fellows,
30 Deans,
4 Chaplains,
3 Clarks,
16 Choristers,
3 Readers,
2 Humanists,
Commoners, and
Servants,

Inall 151.
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| | . Brason-Nose College

First founded by William Smith Bishop of Lincoln, anno.
1512. but finish'd by Richard Sutton, Esg; a Cheshire gentleman,
who perfected the buildings of the house; and both together
gave considerably large revenues. It has also had great bene-
factors since, so that it now maintains

1 Principal,
20 Fellows,
Scholars, Inall 182.
Commoners, and
Servants.

12. Corpus-Christi College

Founded anno 1516. by Richard Fox Bishop of Winchester,
who also endow'd it very liberally; and Hugh Oldham Bishop
of Excester, advanc'd the best part of the building. It maintains

1 President,
20 Fellows,
20 Scholars,
2 Chaplains,
6 Clarks,
2 Chairisters,
Commoners, and
Servants.

In all 61.

13. Christ-Church College

Founded anno 1524. by Cardinal Woolsey. 'Tis said he
suppresd 40 monasteries to build this magnificent college, but
the king having demolished the cardinal, he could not finishit;
so the king carried on the work, and established the church to
be the cathedral of the diocess of Oxford, ann. 1519. The
revenues of this college are exceeding great, it is the largest
callege in the university, and the buildings are very noble and
well finish'd, all of free-stone. It maintains
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1 Dean,
8 Canons,
8 Chaplains,
8 Choiristers,
8 Singing-Men,
1 Organist, Inall 224.
24 Alms-Men,
Students,
Commoners, and
Servants.

The royal school at Winchester, is the nursery of this college,
sending as some say, 25 scholars hither every 3 months.

14. Trinity College

Founded anno 1518. by Tho. Hatfield Bishop of Durham, and
it was then call'd Durham College; but the bishop not living, Sir
Thomas Pope carried on his design; and having seen the first
foundation suppressd, because it was a provision for monks, &c.
he restor'd it and endow'd it, dedicating it to the undivided
Trinity, anno 1556. as it is to this day. It maintains

1 President,

12 Fellows,

12 Scholars, Inall 123.
Students, and
Servants.

15. . Johris College

First founded by Arch-Bishop Chichley, anno 1437. and
call'd Bernards College; but being suppressd as a house of
religion in the reign of King Henry V111 it was again founded
as acollege by Sir Thomas White a wealthy citizen and merchant
of London, who new built the house, and richly endow 'd it, to
maintain as it now does,

1 President,
50 Fellows,
and Scholars,
1 Chaplain, Inall 123.
1 Clark,
Students, and
Servants.
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16. JesusCollege

The foundation of this callege is corruptly assign'd to Hugh
Paice, Esq; a Welch gentleman, who was indeed a benefactor
to the foundation, and particularly gave 600/. towards erecting
thefabrick of thecollege; asdid afterwards Sir Eubule Thitwall,
who wasprincipal; and thislast in particular gave 8 fellowships,
And 8 scholarships But Queen Elizabeth was the foundress of
this college, and endow'd it for a principal, adding 8 fellow-
ships, and 8 scholarships. This Mr. Speed confirms, as aso
Mr. Dugdale, and it appears by the present endowment. By
which it maintains

1 Principal,
16 Fellows,
26 Scholar,, Inall 105.
Student,, and
Servants.

a7. Wadham College

Founded anno 1613. by Nicolas Wadham, Esq; and Dor othy
to wife, and sster to the Lord Petre of Essex; they endow'd it
with its whole maintenance, by which at this day it maintains

1 Warden,
15 Fellows,
15 Scholars,
2 Chaplains, Inall 125.
2 Clarks,
Students,, and
Servants.

Astherefore 1 did in ,the speaking of Cambridge, | shall now
egive a summary of what atraveller may be supposd to observe
in Oxford, en passant, and leave the curious inquirer to examine
the histories of the place, wherethey may meet with a compleat
account of every part in ,the most particular manner, and to
their full satisfaction.

There are in 'Oxford 17 colleges, and seven halls, some of
these colleges as particularly, Christ Church, Magdalen, New
College, Corpus Christi, Trinity, and St. John'swill befound to
be equal, if .not superior to some universities abroad; whether
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we consider the number of the scholars, the greatness of their
revenues, or the magnificence of their buildings.

| thought my self oblig'd to give a more particular account
of the colleges here, than | have done of those at Cambridge;
because some false and assuming accounts of them have been
publish'd by others, who demand to be credited, and have
impos'd their accounts upon the world, without sufficient
authority.

Besides the colleges, some of which are extremely fine and
magnificent; there are some publick buildings which make a
most glorious appearance: The first and greatest of all is the
theatre, a building not to be equall'd by any thing of its kind
in the world; no, not in Italy itself: Not that the building of
the theatre here is as large as Vespasian's or that of Trajan at
Rome; neither would any thing of that kind be an ornament at
this time, because not at all suited to the occasion, the uses of
them being quite different.

We s¢e by the remains that those amphitheatres, as they
were for the the exercise of their publick shews, and to entertain
a vast concourse of people, to se the fighting of the gladiators,
the throwing criminals to the wild beasts, and the like, were
rather great magnificent bear-gardens, than theatres, for the
actors of such representations, as entertain'd the polite part
of the world; consequently, those were vast piles of building
proper for the uses for which they were built.

What buildings were then made use of in Rome for the fine
performances of who acted that of Terence, or who wrote
that, we can not be certain of; but | think | have a great deal
of reason to say, they have no remains of them, or of any one
of them at Rome; or if they are, they come not near to this
building.

The theatre at Oxford prepared for the publick exercises of
the schools, and for the operations of the learned part of the
Englishworldonly, isinitsgrandeur and magnificence, infinitely
superiour to any thing in the world of its kind; it is a finished
piece, astoits building, the front isexquisitely fine, the columns
and pilasters regular, and very beautiful; 'tis all built of free-
stone: The model was approv'd by the best masters of archi-
tecture at that time, in the presence of K. Charles | | . who was
himself avery curious observer, and agood judge; Sir Christopher
Wren was the director of the work, as he was the person that
drew the model: Archbishop Sheldon, they tell us, paid for it,
and gave igtzlto the university: Thereisaworld of decoration in

11—
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the front of it, and more beautiful additions, by way of orna-
ment, beddes the antient inscription, than is to be ssn any
where in Europe; at least, where | have ben.

The Bodlgan Library is an ornament in it sdf worthy of
Oxford, where its gation is fix'd, and where it had its birth.
The higory of it at large is found in Mr. Spead, and sverd
authors of good credit; containing in brief, that of the old
library, thefirg publick onein Oxford, erected in Durham now
Trinity Cdlege by Richard Bishop of Durham, and Lord Trea-
wure to Ed. 11, it wes afterward joined to ancther, founded
by Cobham Bishop of Worcester, and both enlargd by the
bounty of Humphry Duke of Gloucester, founder of the divinity
ghods | say, these libraries being logt, and the books embezzed
by the many changes and hurries of the suppresions in the
reign of Hen. VIIl. the commissiong appanted by King
Edw. V. to vist the universties and etablish the Reforma-
tion; found very few valuable books or manusripts left in them.

In this gate of things one Sr Thomas Bodley, a wealthy
and learned knight, zealous for the encouragement both of
learning and rdligion, resolvd to apply, both his time, and
estate, to the eretting and furnishing a new library for the
publick use of the universty.

In this good and charitable undertaking, he went on s
sucoessully, for so many years and with such a profudon of
expence, and obtain'd such assigances from all the encourage's
of learning in his time, that having collected books and manu-
ripts from all parts of the learned world; he gat leave of the
universty, (and wel they might grant it) to place them in the
old library room, built asis said, by the good Duke Humphry.

To this great work, great additions have been dnce made
in books as wdl as contributions in money, and more are
adding every day; and thus the work was brought to a head,
the 8th of Nov. 1602, and has continued encreasng by the
benefactions of great and learned men to this day: To remove
the books once more and place them in beauty and plendor
auitable to so glorious a collection, the late Dr. Raddiff has
left a legacy of 40000/. say some, athers say not quite o much,
to the building a new repostory or library for the use of the
university: Thiswork is not yet built, but | am told 'tis likely
to be such a building as will be greater ornament to the place
than any yet ¢andingin it.

| shall say nothing here of the benefactions to this library.
Unless| had room to mention them all, it would be both partial
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and imperfect. And as there i a compleat catalogue of the
books preparing, and that a list of the bengfactors and what
books they gave, will be speadily published; it would be nesdless
to say any thing of it here

Other auriousthingsin Oxford are, the musaum, the chamber
of rarities, the cdllection of coing medals, pictures and antient
inriptions, the physck-garden, &c.

The buildings for all these are most beautiful and magnificent,
auitable for the majesty of the universty, aswel asto theglory
of the benefactors

It is no part of my work to enter into the digpute between
the two universties about the antiquity of ther foundation:
But this | shall cbsarve for the use of those who ingg, that it
was the piety of the Popish times to which we owe the firg,
ingtitution of the universty it sdf, the foundation and endow-
ment of the particular cdleges and the encouragement arising
to learning from thence, all which | readily grant; but would
have them remembe too, that tho' thoe foundations sood
as they tell us eight hundred years, and that the Reformation
as they say, is not yet of 200 years standing, yet learning has
more encreasd and the universties flourish'd more; more great
shdars bean producd, greater libraries bem raised, and more
fine buildings bem erected in these 200 years than in the 800
Kears of Popery; and | might add, as many great benefactions

ave been given, notwithganding this very momentous differ-
ence that the Protestant's gifts are meerly acts of charity to
the world, and acts of bounty, in reverence to learning and
learned men, without the grand excitement of the health of their
souls and of the souls of their fathers to be pray'd out of
purgatory and get a ready admisson into heaven, and the like.

Oxford, had for many ages the neighbourhood of the Court,
while their kings kept up theroyal palace at Woodgtock; which
tho' perhaps it was much discontinue, for the fate of the fair
Rosamond, migress to Henry Fitz Empress, or Henry | | . of
which higory tdls us something, and fable much more; yet we
after find that several of the kings of England made the house
and park at Woodgtock, which was always fam'd for its pleasant
dtuation, the place of their summer retreat for many years
Al for its beng a royal palace before, even beyond the cer-
tainty of history, there is abundant reason to bdieve it; nay
some will have it to have bean a royal house before Oxford was
an univergty. Dr. Plott alows it to have been 0 ever snce
King Alfred; and a manuscript in the Cotton Library confirms
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it; and that King Henry |. was not the founder of it, but only
rebuiltit: And asfor Henry | | . he built only some additions;
namely, that they call'd the Bower, which was a building in
the garden (or labyrinth,) for the entertainment and securit
of his fair misgress, of whoe safety he was it ssams very careful.
Notwithstanding which the quemn found means to come at her,
and as fables report, snt her out of the way by paison.

The old buildings are now no more, nor 0 much asthe name,
but the place is the same and the natural beauty of it indeed,
isasgreat asever.

It is ill a mogt charming situation, and 'tis gtill digoutable
after all that has ben laid out, whether the country round gives
more lugre to the building, or the building to the country.
It has now dhanged mage's 'tis no more a royal house or
palace for the king; but a mark of royal bounty to a great, and
at that time powerful subject, the late Duke of Marlborough.

The magnificence of the building does not here as at Canons
at Chatsworth, and at other palaces of the nobility, express the
genius and the opulence of the possessar, but it representsthe
bounty, the gratitude, or what ds poderity pleasss to call it,
of the English Nation, to the man whom they ddighted to
honour: Pogerity when they view in this house the trophies
of the Duke of Marlborough's fame, and the glories of his great
atchievements will not cdebrate his name only; but will look
on Blenhem House, as a monument of the generous temper of
the English Nation; who in so glorious a manner rewarded the
srvices of thase who acted for them as he did: Nor can any
nation in Europe shew the like munificence to any general, no
nor the greatest in the world; and not to go back to antient
times, not the French nation to the great Luxemberg, or the
yet greater Turenne: Nor the emperar to the great Eugene, or
to the yet greater Duke of Lorrain; whose inimitable conduct
saved the imperial city of Vienna, and rescued the whale house
of Austria; retook the whole kingdom of Hungary, and was
victorious in seaventeen pitch'd battles. | say none of these
ever recev'd 0 glorious a mark of their country's favour.

Again, It isto be consder'd, that not this house only, built
at the nation's expence, was thus given; but lands and pensgons
to the value of above one hundred thousand pounds sterl. and
honoursthe greatest England can besow: Thessare all honours
indesd to the duke, but infinitely more to the honour of the
nation.

The magnificent work then is a national building, and must
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for ever be cal'd so. Nay, the dimensions of it will perhaps call
upon us hereafter, to own it as such in order to vindicate the
discretion of the builder, for making a palace too big for any
British subject to fill, if he lives at his own expence.

Nothing else can justify the vast design, a bridge or ryalto
rather, of one arch costing 20000/. and this, like the bridge at
the Escurial in Spain, without a river. Gardens of near 100
acres of ground. Offices fit for 300 in family. Out-houses fit for
the lodgings of a regiment of guards, rather than of livery
servants. Also the extent of the fabrick, the avenues, the salons,
galleries, and royal apartments; nothing below royalty and a
prince, can support an equipage suitable to the living in such a
house: And one may without a spirit of prophecy, say, it seems
to intimate, that some time or other Blenheim may and will
return to be as the old Woodstock once was, the palace of
a king.

| shall enter no farther into the description, because 'tis yet
a house unfurnish'd, and it can only be properly said what it is
to be, not what it is: The stair-case of the house is indeed very
great, the preparations of statues and paintings, and the orna-
ment both of the building and finishing and furnishing are aso
great, but as the duke is dead, the duchess old, and the heir
abroad, when and how it shall be all perform'd, requires more
of the gift of prophecy than | am master of.

From Woodstock | could not refrain taking a turn a little
northward as high as Banbury to the banks of the Charwell,
to see the famous spot of ground where a vigorous rencounter
happen'd between the Royalists in the grand Rebellion, and the
Parliament's forces, under Sir William Waller; | mean at
Croprady Bridge, near Banbury. It was a vigorous action, and
in which the king's forces may be said fairly to out-general
their enemies, which really was not always their fate: | had the
plan of that action before me, which | have had some years,
and found out every step of the ground as it was disputed on
both sides by inches, where the horse engaged and where the
foot; where Waller lost his cannon, and where he retired; and
it was evident to me the best thing Waller cou'd do, (tho'
superiour in number) was to retreat as he did, having lost half
his army.

From thence, being within eight miles of Edge-Hill, where
the first battle in that war happen'd, | had the like pleasure
of viewing the ground about Keinton, where that bloody battle
was fought; it was evident, and one could hardly think of it
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without regret, the king with hisarmy had an infinite advantage
by beng poged on the top of the hill, that he knew that the
Parliament's army were under express orders to fight, and mugt
attack him leg his mgjety who had got two days march of
them, should advance to London, where they were out of ther
wits for fear of him.

Theking | knowing this, 'tis plain he had no busness but
to have intrench'd, to fight upon the eminence where he was
posted, or have detach'd 15000 men for London, while he had
fortify'd himsdf with a strong body upon the hill: But on the
contrary, his majesty soorning to be pursued by his subjects
his army excdlently appointed, and full of courage not only
halted, but dessended from his advantages and offer'd them
battle in the plain fidd, which they acoepted.

Here| cannat but remark that this action is perhaps the only
example in the world, of a battle s0 furious so obginate,
managd with such Kill, every regiment behaving well, and
doing their duty to the utmogt, often rallying when disorder'd,
and inded fighting with the courage and order of veterans,
and yet not one regiment of troops that had ever s the face
of an enemy, or 0 much as been in arms before. It's true, the
king had rather the better of the day; and yet the rebd army
though their left wing of horse was entirely defeated, behav'd
0 well, that at bet it might be call'd a drawn battle; and the
loss on both ddes was s0 equal, that it was hard to know who
log mog men.

But to leave the war, 'tis the place only | am taking natice
of. From hence | turn'd south, for | was here on the edge both
of Warwickshire, and Gloucestershire But | turned south, and
coming doan by and upon the wet dde of Oxfordshire to
Chipping-Norton, we were shew'd Roll-Richt-Stones, a ssoond
Sone-Henge beng a ring of great fones ganding upright,
some of them from 5 to 7 foat high.

| leave the debate about the reason and antiquity of this
antient work to the dispute of the learned, who yet cannot
agree about them any more than about StoneHenge in Wilt-
shire. Cambden will have them be a monument of victory, and
the learned Dr. Charleton is of the same mind. Mr. Cambden
aw is willing to think that they were erected by Rollo the
Dane, because of the town of Rallwright, from which they are
cal'd Rale Right or Rolle Richt Sones Aigon wou'd have
them to be a monument of the dead, perhaps kill'd in battle;
and that a great done 9 foot high, at a digance was over a
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king; and 5 other great ones likewise at a digance, were great
commandersand thelike.

The ingenious and learned Dr. Plot wou'd have us think it
wasadrqueor ring for ther fidd dections of a king, something
like the Dyetts on horssback in Poland; that they met in the
open fidd to chooe a king, and that the pesons in competition
wee sveraly placed in such a drque, surrounded by the
auffrages or voters; and that when they were chosn, the peson
chosn was inaugurated here

Thus| leaveit as| find it: for antiquity as | have often said
is not my busness in this work; let the oocason of those sones
be what it will, they are wel worth notice; espedaly to those
who are curious in the search of antiquity.

Wewerevery merry at pasingthro' avillage call'd Bloxham,
on the occagon of a meeting of servants for hire, which the
people there call a Mop; 'tis generally in other places vulgarly
caird a Statute, because founded upon a Satute law in
Q. Elizabeth's time for regulating of servants This | chrign'd
by the name of a Jade-Fair, at which some of the poor girls
began to be angry, but we appeasd them with better words

| have cbsrv'd at some of these fairs, that the poor servants
diginguish themsdves by holding something in their hands to
intimate what labour they are particularly qualify'd to under-
take; as the carters a whip, the labourers a shovd, the wood
men a bill, the manufacturers a wool comb, and the like. But
snce the ways and manners of servants are advanced as we
now find them to be, those Jade Fairs are not 0 much fre-
quented as formerly, tho' we have them at severa towns near
London; as at Enfidd, Waltham, Epping, &c.

Here we saw a0 the famous parish of Brightwell, of which
it was observed, that there had not been an aleéhouse nor a
dissster from the church, nor any quarrd among the in-
habitantsthat rise so high asto a suit of law within the memory
of man. But they could not say it was s0 still, epecially asto the
aehouse part; tho' very much is still preserved, as to the unity
and good ndghbourhood of the panshiolers, and their con-
formity to thechurch.

Being now on the dde of Warwickshire, as is said before
| still went south, and passing by the four Shire Sones, we saw
where the counties of Oxford, Warwick, and Gloucester joyn
all in a point; one gone ganding in each county, and the
fourth touching all three.

Hence we came to the famous Cotswold-Downs, so eminent
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for the bes of shemp, and fineg wodl in England: 1t was of the
breed of these shemp. And faihe tdls us that some were snt by
King Rich. I. into Spain, and that from thence the breed of
their shegp was raised, which now produce o fine a wool, that
we are obligd to fetch it from thence, for the making our finest
broad doaths, and which we buy at o great a price

In viewing this part of England, and such things as these, and
consdering how little notice other writers had taken of them,
it occur'd to my thoughts that it wou'd be a very ussful and
good work, if any curious observer would but write an acoount
of England, and oblige himsdf to gpesk of such things only, as
all modern writershad said nothing of, or nothing but what was
falseand imperfect. And there are doubtless so many things, soin-
sgnificant, and yet so omitted, that | am persuaded such awriter
would not have wanted materials, nay, | will not promise that
even this work, tho' | am as careful as room for writing will
allow, shall nat leave enough behind, for such a gleanig to
make it f richer than the reapings that have gone before
and this nat altogether from the mexr negligence and omissons
of the writers, as from the abundance of matter, the growing
buildings, and the new discoveries made in every part of the
country.

Upon thee downs we had a dear view of the famous old
Roman high-way, call'd the Fos which evidentlz aosss all
the middle part of England, and is to be ss; and known (tho'
inno Elaoe plainer than here) quite from the Bath to Warwick,
and thence to Leceser, to Newark, to Lincoln, and on to
Barton, upon the bank of Humber.

Hereit is still the common road, and we follow'd it over the
doans to Cirenceter. We ocbserv'd a0 how several aross roads
as antient as it sdif, and perhaps more antient, joyn'd it, or
branch'd out of it; some of which the people have by antient
usage tho' corruptly call'd also Fosses making the word Fosse
asit were a common name for all roads For example,

The Ackemangregt which is an antient Saxon road leadin
from Buckinghamshire through Oxfordshire to the Foss, an
0 to the Bath; this joyns the Fose betwen Burford and
Cirencegter. It is worth observing how this is said to be call'd
Ackeman's Stregt; namdy, by the Saxon way of joyning ther
monosyllablesinto sgnificant wor ds, asthus, achman or achman,
aman of achinglimbs, in English acrippletravelingtotheBath
for cure So Achmangreet was the road or street for disesesad
people going to the Bath; and the city of Bath was on the same
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account call'd Achmanchester, or the city of diseased people;
or, Urbs Agrotarum hominum. Thus much for antiquity.

There are other roads or foses which joyn this grand high-
way, viz. Grinnes Dike, from Oxfordshire, Wattle Bank, or
Aves Ditch from ditto, and the Would Way, call'd aso the
Fose crossng from Gloucester to Cirencester.

In passing this way we very remarkably crossd four rivers
within the length of about 10 miles, and enquiring their names,
the country people call'd them every one the Thames, which
mov'd me a little to enquire the reason, which is no more than
this; namely, that these rivers, which are, the Lech, the Cain,
the Churn, and the Isis; all rising in the Cotswould Hills and
joyning together and making a full stream at Lechlade near
this place, they become one river there, and are all call'd
Thames, or vulgarly Temms; also beginning there to be navi-
gable, you s very large barges at the key, taking in goods
for London, which makes the town of Lechlade a very populous
large place.

On the Churne one of those rivers stands Cirencester, or
Ciciter for brevity, a very good town, populous and rich, full
of clothiers, and driving a great trade in wool; which as likewise
at Tetbury, is brought from the midland counties of Leicester,
Northampton, and Lincoln, where the largest sheep in England
are found, and where are few manufactures; it is sold here in
guantities, so great, that it almost exceeds belief: It is generally
bought here by the clothiers of Wiltshire and Gloucestershire,
for the supply of that great clothing trade; of which | have
spoken already: They talk of 5000 packsin a year.

As we go on upon the Fose, we se in the vale on the left
hand, the antient town of Malmsbury, famous for a monastary,
and a great church, built out of the ruins of it; and which
| name in meer veneration to that excellent, and even best of
our old historians Gulielmus Malmsburiensis, to whom the
world is so much obligM, for preserving the history and
antiquities of this kingdom.

We next arrived at Marshfield, a Wiltshire clothing town,
very flourishing and where we crossd the great road from
London to Bristol, as at Cirencester, we did that from London,
to Gloucester; and in the evening keeping still the Fosse-Way,
we arriv'd at Bath.

My description of this city would be very short, and indeed it
would have been a very small city, (if at all acity) wereit not for
the hot baths here, which give both name and fame to the place.
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The antiquity of this place, and of the baths here, is doubtless
very great, tho' | cannot come in to the inscription under the
figure, said to be of a British king, placed in that call'd the
King's Bath, which says that this King Bladud, (Mr. Cambden
calls him Blayden, or Blaydon Cloyth; that is, the south-sayer)
found out the use of these baths, 300 years before our Saviour's
time. | géy | cannot come into this, because even the discovery
is axribed to the magick of the day, not their judgment in the
physcal virtue of minerals and mineral-waters

The antiquities of this place are farther treated of by
Mr. Cambden, as the virtues of the waters, are, by sveral of
the learned membe's of that faculty, who have wrote largdy
on that subject; as particularly, Dr.——, Dr. Baynard, Dr ——
and cthers.

There ramains little to add, but what rdates to the modern
cugoms the gallantry and diversons of that place in which
| shall be very short; the best part being but a barren subject,
and the worgt part meriting rather a satyr, than a description.

It has been obsrv'd beore that in former times this was
areort hither for cripples and the place was truly Urbs JEgro-
torum Hominum: And we ssethe arutcheshang up at the severd
baths as the thank-offerings of those who have come hither
lame, and gone away cur'd. But now we may sy it is the
resrt of the sound, rather than the sick; the bathing is made
more a gort and diverson, than a physical prescription for
health; and the town is taken up in raffling, gameing, visting,
and in aword, all sorts of gallantry and levity.

I Trr11e whole time ind(eed Is a round ofbthe utmost Idiger)sjon.
n the morning you (upposng you to be a young lady) are
fetch'd in a dose chair, dressd in your bathing doths tKat is,
sript to the smok, to the CrossBath. There the musdk plays
you into the bath, and the women that tend you, pressnt you
with a little floating wooden dish, like a bason; in which the
lady puts a handkerchief, and a nossgay, of late the swiff-box
is added, and some patches tho' the bath occasoning a little
perspiration, the patches do not stick o kindly as they should.

Here the ladies and the gentlemen pretend to kegp some
digance and each to their proper dde but frequently mingle
heretoo, asin the King and Quems Bath, tho' not so often; and
the place beng but narrow, they converse fredy, and talk, rally,
make vows, and sometimes love; and having thus amusd them-
sves an hour, or two, they call their chairs and return to
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The ret of the diversion here, is the waks in the grest
church, and at the raffling shops, which arc kept (like the
cloyster at Bartholomew Fair,) in the churchyard, and ground
adjoyning. In the afternoon there is generdly a play, tho' the
decorations are mean, and the performances accordingly; but
it answers, for the company here (not the actors) make the play,
to say no more. In the evening there is a ball, and dancing at
least twice a week, which is commonly in the great town hall,
over the market-house; where there never fails in the sseson
to be a great ded of very good company.

There is one thing very observable here, which tho' it brings
abundance of company to the Bath, more than ever usd to be
there before; yet it ssams to have quite inverted the use and
virtue of the waters, (viz.) that wheress for seventeen hundred
or two thousand years if you beieve King Bladud, the
medicinal virtue of these waters had been useful to the diseased
people by bathing in them, now they are found to be useful dso,
taken into the body; and there are many more come to drink
the waters, than to bathe in them; nor are the cures they per-
form this way, less valuable than the outward application;
especialy in colicks, ill digestion, and scorbutick distempers.

This discovery they say, is not yet above fifty years old, and
issaid to be owing to the famous Dr. Radcliff, but I think it must
be older, for | have my sdf drank the waters of the Bath above
fifty yearsago: But be it o, 'tis certain, 'tis amodern discovery,
compar'd to the former use of these waters.

As to the ussfulness of these waters to procure conception,
and the known story of the late King Jamess queen here, the
famous monument in the Cross-Bath gives an account of it.
Those that are enclin'd to give faith to such things, may know
as much of it at the Santa Casa of Loretto, as here; and in Italy
| believe it is much more credited.

There is nothing in the neighbourhood of this city worth
notice, except it be Chipping-Norton-Lane, where was a fight
between the forces of King James | | . and the Duke of Mon-
mouth, in which the latter had IElainly the better; and had they
push'd their advantage, might have made it an entire victory.
On the N.W. of this city up a very gteep hill, is the King's
Down, where sometimes persons of quality who have coaches
go up for the air: But very few people care to have coaches
here, it being a place where they have but little room to keep
them, and less to make use of them. And the hill up to the
Downs is s0 gemp, that the late Queen Anne was extremely
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frighted in going up, her coachman stopping to give the horses
breath, and the coach wanting a dragstaff, run back in spight
of all the coachman's skill; the horses not being brought to
strain the harness again, or pull together for a good while, and
the coach putting the guards behind it into the utmost con-
fusion, till some of the servants setting their heads and shoulders
to the wheds, stopt them by plain force.

When one is upon King-Down, and has passd all the segps
and difficulties of the ascent, there is a plain and pleasant
country for many miles, into Gloucestershire, and two very
noble palaces, the one built by Mr. Blathwait, late Secretary
of War; and the other is call'd Badminton, the mansion of the
mogt noble family of the Dukes of Beaufort, the present duke
being under age. The lustre and magnificence of this palace
is magnify'd by the surprise one is at, to see such a house in such
a retreat, so difficult of access at least this way, so near to so
much company, and yet, so much alone.

Following the course of the river Avon, which runs thro*
Bath, we come in ten miles to the city of Bristol, the greatest,
the richest, and the best port of trade in Great Britain, London
only excepted.

The merchants of this city not only have the greatest trade,
but they trade with a more entire independency upon London,
than any other town in Britain. And 'tis evident in this par-
ticular, (viz.) That whatsoever exportations they make to any
part of the world, they are able to bring the full returns back
to their own port, and can dispose of it there.

This is not the cae in any other port in England. But they
are often oblig'd to ship part of the effects in the ports abroad,
on the ships bound to London; or to condgn their own ships to
London, in order both to get freight, as also to digpose of their
OWnN car goes.

But the Bristol merchants as they have a very great trade
abroad, so they have always buyers at home, for their returns,
and that such buyers that no cargo is too big for them. To this
purpose, the shopkeepers in Bristol who in general are all
wholesale men, have so great an inland trade among all the
western counties, that they maintain carriersjust asthe London
tradesmen do, to all the principal countries and towns from
Southampton in the south, even to the banks of the Trent north;
and tho' they have no navigable river that way, yet they drive
a.very great trade through all those counties.

Add to this, That, as well by sea, as by the navigation of two
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great rivers, the Wye, and the Severn, they have the whole
trade of South-Wales, as it were, to themselves, and the greatest
part of North-Wales; and as to their trade to Ireland, it is not
only great in it self, but is prodigiously encreasd in these last
thirty years, since the Revolution, notwithstanding the great
encrease and encroachment of the merchants at Liverpool, in
the Irish trade, and the great devastations of the war; the
kingdom of Ireland it self being wonderfully encreasd since
that time.

The greatest inconveniences of Bristol, are, its situation, and
the tenacious folly of its inhabitants; who by the genera
infatuation, the pretence of freedoms and priviledges, that
corporation-tyranny, which prevents the flourishing and
encrease of many a good town in England, continue obsti-
nately to forbid any, who are not subjects of their city sove-
raignty, (that is to say, freemen,) to trade within the chain
of their own liberties; were it not for this, the city of Bristol,
would before now, have swell'd and encreasd in buildings and
inhabitants, perhapsto double the magnitude it was formerly of.

Thisisevident by thisone particular; Thereisone remarkable
part of the city where the liberties extend not at all, or but
very little without the city gate. Here and no where else, they
have an accession of new inhabitants; and abundance of new
houses, nay, some streets are built, and the like 'tis probable
wou'd have been at all the rest of the gates, if liberty had been
given. As for the city itself, there is hardly room to set another
house in it, 'tis so close built, except in the great sgquare, the
ground about which is a little too subject to the hazard of
inundations: So that people do not so freely enlarge that way.

The Tolsey of this city, (so they call their Exchange where
their merchants meet,) has been a place too of great business,
yet so straighten'd, so crowded, and so many waysinconvenient,
that the merchants have been obliged to do less business there,
than indeed the nature of their great trade requires; They have
therefore long solicited, a sufficient authority of Parliament,
empowering them to build aRoyal Exchange; by which, | mean
a place suitable and spatious, fit for the accommodation of the
merchants, and for the dispatch of business; and to be im-
powered to pull down the adjacent buildings for that purpose:
But there is not much progress yet made in this work, tho' if
finish'd, it would add much to the beauty of the city of Bristol.

The Hot Well, or, the water of St. Vincents Rock, is not in
the city, but at the confluence of the two little rivers, and on
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the north dde of the stream. It is but a few years snce this
spring lay open at the foot of the rock, and was covered by the
salt water at every tide, and yet it preserved both its warmth
and its mineral virtue entire.

The rock tho' hard to admiration, has since that been work'd
down, partly by strength of art, and partly blown in pieces by
gunpowder, and a plain foundation made for building a large
house upon it, where they have good apartments for enter-
taining discased persons The well is secur'd, and a good pump
fix'd in it, so that they have the water pure and unmix'd from
the spring it sdf.

The water of this well posesd its medicinal quality no
doubt from its original, which may be as antient as the Deluge.
But what is strangest of all is, that it was never known before;
it is now famous for being a secifick in that otherwise in-
curable dissase the diabetes, and yet was never known to be o,
‘till within these few years, namely, thirty years, or thereabout.

There are in Bristol 21 parish churches, many meeting-houses,
epecially Quakers, one (very mean) cathedral, the reason of
which, may be, that it is but a very modern bishoprick. It is
supposed they have an hundred thousand inhabitants in the
city, and within three miles of its circumference; and they say
above three thousand sail of ships belong to that port, but of
the last | am not certain.

'Tis every remarkable, That this city is so plentifully supply'd
with coals, tho' they are all brought by land carriage, that yet
they are generally bought by the inhabitants, laid down at
their doors, after the rate of from seven to nine shillings per
chaldron.

The situation of the city is low, but on the sde of a rising
hill. The ground plat of it is said very much to resemble that
of old Rome, being circular, with something greater diameter
one way than another, but not enough to make it oval: And the
river cutting off one small part, as it were, a sixth, or less from
the rest.

The bridge over the Avon is exceeding strong, the arches
very high, because of the depth of water, and the buildings so
cdose upon it, that in passing the bridge, you se nothing but
an entire well built street. The tide of flood rises here near
6 fathom, and runs very sharp.

They draw all their heavy goods here on deds, or dedges
without wheds, which kills a multitude of horses, and the
pavement is worn so smooth by them, that in wet-weather
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thg Iit.reets arevery dippery, and in frosty-weather 'tis dangerous
walking.

From this city | resolv'd to coast the marshes or border of
Wales, especialy South-Wales, by tracing the rivers Wye, and
Lug, into Monmouth and Herefordshire. But | chang'd this
resolution on the followi n%occasion; namely, the badness and
danger of the ferries over the Severn, besides, having formerly
traversd these counties, | can without a re-visit, spesk to
every thing that is condgderable in them, and shdl do it in a
letter by itself. But in the mean time, | resolv'd to follow the
course,of the famous river Severn, by which | should necessarily
setherichest, mog fertile, and most agreeeble part of England;
the bank of the Thames only excepted.

From Bristol West, you enter the county of Gloucester, and
keeping the Avon in view, you s King Road, where the ships
generally take their departure, as ours a London do from
Graves-End; and Hung Road, where they notife/ their arrival,
as ours for London do in the Downs; The one lyes within the
Avon, the other, in the open s or the Severn; which is there
cali'd the Severn Sea. Indeed great part of Bristol is in the
bounds of Gloucestershire, tho' It be a county of itself. From
hence going away alittle north west, we cometo the Pill, acon-
venient road for shipping, and where therefore they generally
run back for Ireland or for Wales. There is dso alittle farther,
an ugly, dangerous, and very inconvenient ferry over the
Severn, to the mouth of Wye; namely, at Aust; the badness of
the weather, and the sorry boats, at which, deterr'd us from
crossing there.

Aswe turn north towards Gloucester, we lose the sight of the
Avon, and in about two miles exchange it for an open view of
the Severn Seg, which you s on the west side, and which is as
broad as the ocean there; except, that you see two small idands
init, and that looking N.W. you s plainly the coast of South
Wales, and particularly alittle nearer hand, the shore of Mon-
mouthshire. Then asyou go on, the shores begin to draw towards
one ancther, and the coadts to lye paralldl; so that the Severn
appearsto be a plain river, or an asluarium, somewhat like the
Humber, or asthe Thames is at the Nore, beng 4to 5 and 6
miles over; and to give it no more than its just due, a most
rarj;mg, turbulent, furious place. This is occason'd by those
vidlent tides call'd the Bore, which flow here someimes six
or seven foot at onog, rolling forward like a mighty wave: So
that the gern of a vesd shall on a sudden be lifted up sx or
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seven foot upon the water, when the head of it is fast a ground.

After coasting the shore about 4 miles farther, the road
being by the low salt marshes kept at a distance from the
river: We came to the ferry call'd Ast Ferry, or more properly
Aust Ferry, or Aust Passage from a little dirty village call'd
Aust; near which you come to take boat.

This ferry lands you at Beachly in Monmouthshire, so that
on the out-sde 'tis call'd Aust Passage, and on the other side,
'tis call'd Beachly-Passage. From whence you go by land two
little miles to Chepstow, a large port town on the river Wye.
But of that part | shall say more in its place.

When we came to Aust, the hither sde of the Passage, the
sea was so broad, the fame of the Bore of the tide so formidable,
the wind also made the water so rough, and which was worse,
the boats to carry over both man and horse appear'd (as | have
said above) so very mean, that in short none of us car'd to
venture: So we came back, and resolv'd to keep on the road to
Gloucester. By the way we visited some friends at a market-
town, a little out of the road, call'd Chipping-Sodbury, a place
of note for nothing that | saw, but the greatest cheese market
in all that part of England,; or, perhaps, any other, except
Atherstone, in Warwickshire.

Hence we kept on north, passng by Durdey to Berkley-
Castle; the antient seat of the Earls of Berkley, a noble tho'
.antient building, and a very fine park about it. The castle gives
titletotheearl, and the town of Dursly to the heir apparent; who
during the life of his father, is call'd the Lord Dursley. | say
nothing of the dark story of King Edward | | . of England; who,
all our learned writers agree, was.murther'd in this castle: As
Richard I | . wasin that of Pontefract, in Yorkshire; | say | take
no more notice of it here, for history is not my present busness
'Tis true, they show the apartments where they say that king
was kept a prisoner: But they do not admit that he was Kill'd
there. The place is rather antient, than pleasant or healthful,
lying low, and near the water; but 'tis honour'd by its present
owner, known to the world for his many services to his country,
and for a fame, which our posterity will read of, in all the
histories of our times.

From hence to Gloucester, we se nothing considerable, but
a mog fertile, rich country, and a fine river, but narrower as
you go northward, 'till a little before we come to Gloucester it
-0ceasss to be navigable by ships of burthen, but continuesto be
:50, by large barges, above an hundred miles farther; not reckon-
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ing the turnings and windings of the river: Besides that, it
receives several large and navigable rivers into it.

Gloucester is an antient middling city, tolerably built, but
not fine; was fortify'd and stood out obstinately against its
lord King Charles the 1st, who befieged it to his great loss in
the late Rebellion, for which it had all its walls and works
demolished; for it was then very strong: Here is a large stone
bridge over the Severn, the first next the sea; and this, and the
cathedral is all | see worth recording of this place. Except that
the late eminent and justly famous Sir Thomas Powel, com-
monly call'd Judge Powel, one of the judges of the King's Bench
Court; and contemporary with Sir John Holt lived and dyed in
this city, being one of the greatest lawyers of the age.

The cathedral is an old venerable pile, with very little orna-
ment within or without, yet 'tis well built; and tho' plain, it
makes together, especially the tower, a very handsome appear-
ance. The inhabitants boast much of its antiquity, and tell us,
that a bishop and preachers were plac'd here, in the very
infancy of the Christian religion; namely, in the year 189. But
this | take ad referendum. The cathedral they tell us, has been
three times burnt to the ground.

The first Protestant bishop of this church, was, that truly
reverend and religious Dr. John Hooper, set up by King
Edward VI. and afterwards martyr'd for his religion in the
Marian tyranny: Being burnt to death in the cimitary of his
own cathedral.

The whispering place in this cathedral, has for many years
passd for a kind of wonder; but since, experience has taught us
the easily comprehended reason of the thing: And since there
is now the like in the church of St. Paul, the wonder is much
abated. However, the verses written over this whispering
place, intimate, that it has really past for something miraculous;
and as the application rather shows religion, than philosophy
in the author, the reader may not like them the worse.

Doubt not, that God who sits on high,
Thy secret prayers can hear;

When a dead wall thus cunningly,
Conveys s0ft whispersto thine ear.

From Gloucester we kept the east shore of the Severn, and
in twelve miles came to Tewksbury, a large and very populous
town situate upon the river Avon, thisis call'd the Warwick-
shire Avon, to distinguish it fromthe Avon at Bristol and others,
for there are several riversin England of this name; and some
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tell us that avona was an old word in the British tongue
signifying a river.

This town is famous for a great manufacture of stockings,
as are also, the towns of Pershore, and Evesham, or Esham; on
the same river.

The great old church at Tewksbury may indeed be call'd the
largest private parish church in England; | mean, that is not
a collegiate or cathedral church. This town is famous for the
great, and as may be said, the last battle, fought between the
two nouses of Lancaster and York, in which Edward IV. was
conqueror; and in, or rather after which, Prince Edward the
only surviving son of the House of Lancaster, was kill'd by the
cruel hands of Richard the king's brother; the same afterwards
Richard I'I'I . or Crookback Richard. In this place begins that
fruitful and plentiful country which was call'd the Vale of
Esham, which runs all along the banks of the Avon, from
Tewksbury to Pershore, and to Stratford upon Avon, and in
the south part of Warwickshire; and so far, (viz. to Stratford,)
the river Avon is navigable.

At this last town, going into the parish church, we saw the
monument of old Shakespear, the famous poet, and whose
dramatick performances so justly maintain his character among
the British poets; and perhaps will do so to the end of time.
The busto of his head is in the wall on the north side of the
church, and a flat grave-stone covers the body, in the isle just
under him. On which grave-stone these lines are written.

Good friend, for Jesuss sake, forbear
To move the dus that resteth here.
Blest be the man that spares these stones,
And curgt be he, that moves my bones.

The navigation of thisriver Avon is an exceeding advantage
to all this part of the country, and aso to the commerce of the
city of Bristol. For by this river they drive a very great trade
for sugar, oil, wine, tobacco, iron, lead, and in aword, all heavy
goods which are carried by water aimost as far as Warwick;
and in return the corn, and especialy the cheese, is brought
back from Gloucestershire and Warwickshire, to Bristol.

This same vale continuing to extend it self in Warwickshire,
and under the ridge of little mountains call'd Edge-Hill, is there
call'd the vale of Red-Horse. All the grounds put together,
make a most pleasant corn country, especialy remarkable for
the goodness of the air, and fertility of the soil.
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Gloucester shire must not be passd over, without some account
of a most pleasant and fruitful vale which crossss part of the
country, from east to west on that sde of the Cotswold, and
which is call'd Stroud-Water; famous not for the finest cloths
only, but for dying those cloths of the finest scarlets, and other
grain colours that are any where in England; perhaps in any
part of the world: Here | saw two pieces of broad cloth made,
one scarlet, the other crimson in grain, on purpose to be pre-
sented, the one to His Majesty King George, and the other to
the prince; when the former was Elector of Hanover, and the
latter, electoral prince: And it was sent to Hanover, presented
accordingly, and very graciously accepted. The cloth was valued
including the colour, at 45s. per yard: Indeed it was hardly
to be valued, nothing so rich being ever made in England
before, at least as | was informed.

The clothiers lye all along the banks of this river for near
20 miles, and in the town of Stroud, which lyes in the middle
of it, as also at Paynswick, which is a market-town at a small
distance north. The river makes its way to the Severn about
5 miles below Gloucester.

From Tewkesbury we went north 12 miles, to Worcester, all
the way still on the bank of the Severn; and here we had the
pleasing sight of the hedgerows, being fill'd with apple trees
and pear trees, and the fruit so common, that any passenger
as they travel the road may gather and eat what they pleasg;
and here, as well as in Gloucestershire, you meet with cyder
in the publick-houses sold as beer and ale is in other parts of
England, and as cheap.

Here we saw at a distance, in a most agreeable situation, the
mansion or seat of Sir John Packington, a barronet of a very
antient family; and for so long from father to son knight of
the shire for the county, that it ssems as if it were hereditary
to that house.

On the other dde of the Severn at --- and near the town
of Bewdly the Lord Foley has a very noble seat suitable to the
grandeur of that rising family.

Worcester is alarge, populous, old, tho' not a very well built
city; | say not well built because the town is dose and old, the
houses standing too thick. The north part of the town is more
extended and also better built. There is a good old stone bridge
over the Severn, which stands exceeding high from the surface
of the water. But as the stream of the Severn is contracted
here by the buildings on either side, there is evident occason
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sometimes for the height of the bridge, the waters rising to
an incredible height in the winter-time.

It narrowly escap'd burning, but did not escape plundering
at the time when the Scots army commanded by King Ch. | | .
in person, was attack'd here by Cromwe's forces;, 'twas said
some of the Royalist's officers themsalves, proposd setting the
city on fire, when they saw it was impossible to avoid a defeat,
that they might the better make a retreat; which they proposd
to do over the Severn, and so to march into Wales: But that
the king, a prince from his youth, of a generous and merciful
disposition would by no means consent to it.

I went to s the town-house, which afforded nothing worth,
taking notice of, unless it be how much it wants to be mended
with a new one; which the city, they say, isnot so much enclin'd,
as they are able and rich to perform. | saw nothing of publick
notice there, but the three figures, (for they can hardly be
call'd statues) of King Charles |. King Charles | | . and Queen
Anne.

The cathedral of this city is an antient, and indeed, a decay'd
building; the body of the church is very mean in its aspect, nor
did | s the least ornament about it, | mean in the outside.
The tower is low, without any spire, only four very small
pinnacles on the corners, and yet the tower has some little
beauty in it more than the church itsdf, too; and the upper
part has some images in it, but decay'd by time.

The insde of the church has several very antient monuments
in it, particularly some royal ones, as that of King John, who
lyes interr'd between two sainted bishops, namely, St. Oswald,
and St. Woolstan. Whether he ordered his interment in that
manner, believing that they should help him up at the last call,
and be serviceable to him for his salvation | know not; it is
true they say so, but | can hardly think the king himsef so
ignorant, whatever the people might be in those days of super-
stition; nor will 1 say but that it may be probable, they may all
three go together at last (asit is) and yet, without being assistant
to, or acquainted with one ancther at all.

Hereisalso amonument for that famous Countess of Salisbury,
who dancing before, or with K. Edward | | | . in hisgreat hall at
Windsor, dropt her garter, which the king taking up, honoured
it so much as to make it the denominating ensign of his new
order of knighthood, which is grown so famous, and is call'd
the most Noble Order of the Garter: What honour, or that any
honour redounds to that most noble order, from its being so
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derived from the garter of a — For 'tis generally agreed, she
was the king's mistress, | will not enquire.

Certainly the Order receives a just claim to the title of most
noble, from the honour done it, by its royal institution; and
its being compos'd of such a noble list of the kings and princes
as have been entred into it: | say, certainly this order has a just
title to that of noble, and most noble too; yet | cannot but think
that the king might have found out a better trophy to have
fix'dit upon, than that lady's garter. But this by the way: here
lyes the lady that's certain, and a very fine monument she has,
in which one thing is more ridiculous than all that went before,
(viz.) That about the monument, there are several angels cut
in stone, strewing garters over the tomb, as if that passage,
which at best had something alittle obsceneinit, | mean of the
kings taking up the lady's garter, and giving such honours to
it, was also a thing to be celebrated by angels, in perpetuam
ret memoriam.

Besides this, here is the monument or the body of Prince
Arthur, eldest son to King Henry V I 1. who was married, but
died soon after; and his wife Katharine Infanta of Spain, was
afterwards married to, and after 20 years wedlock divorced
from King Henry VIII.

Upon the prince's tomb stone is this inscription.

HERE I%//elsI the body of Prince Arthur, the eldest son of King

Henry . who dyed at Ludlow, in the year 1502. and in the
seventeenth year of "his father's reign.

There are several other antient monuments in this church,
too many to be set down here: They reckon up 99 Bishops of
this diocess, beginning at the year 980, out of which catalogue
they tell us have been furnish'd to the world, 1 Pope, 4 Saints,
7 High-Chancellors of England, 11 Arch-Bishops, 2 Lord
Treasurers of England, 1 Chancellor to the Queen, 1 Lord Presi-
dent of Wales, and | Vice President: Their names are as follows.

1 Pope, (viz) Il Archbishops.
Julius de Medicis, call'd St. Dunstan.
Clement VI1. St. Oswald
) Adulf.
4 Saints. St. Wolstan.
St. Egwin. Aldred.
St. Dunstan. Girey.
St. Oswald. Bourcher.

St. Wolstan. Wittelry.
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i Archbisﬁops (continued). | President,
Heath.
Sendls Heath.
Whitgift | Vice-President,
7 Chancellors Whitgift.
of England.
De Eli])‘q"ar ’ 2Lord Treasurers.
' Reynolds.
Reynolds. ;
Thoreshy. Wakefield.
Eﬁr&iﬁ | Chancellor to a Queen.
Heath. Simon.

This city is very full of people, and the people generally
esteem'd very rich, being full of business, occasion'd chiefly
by the cloathing trade, of which the city and the country round
carries on a great share, as well for the Turkey trade as for the
home trade.

The salt springs in this county which were formerly esteem'd
as next to miraculous, have since the discovery of the mines of
rock salt in Lancashire, Cheshire, &c. lost all of wonder that
belong'd to them, and much of the use also; the salt made there
being found to be much less valuable than what is how made of
the other. So | need say little to them.

Near this city are the famous Maulvern Hills, or Mauvern
Hills, seen so far every way. In particular, we saw them very
plainly on the Downs, between Marlborough and Malmsbury;
and they say they are seen from the top of Salisbury steeple,
which is above 50 miles.

There was a famous monastery at the foot of these hills, on
the SW. side, and the ruins are seen to this day; the old legend
of wonders perform'd by the witches of Mauvern, | suppose
they mean the religieuse of both kinds, are too merry, as well as
too antient for this work.

They talk much of mines of gold and silver, which are certainly
to be found here, if they were but look'd for, and that Mauvern
wou'd out do Potosi for wealth; but 'tis probable if there is such
wealth, it lies too deep for this idle generation to find out, and
perhaps to search for.

There are three or four especial manufactures carried on in
this country, which are peculiar to it self, or at least to this
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county with the two next adjoyning; namely, Chester, and
Warwick.

1. Monmouth cups sold chiefly to the Dutch seamen, and made
only at Beawdly.

2. Fine stone potts for the glassmakers melting their metal,
of which they make their fine flint glass, glass plates, &c. not
to be found any where but at Stourbridge in this county, the
same clay makes crucibles and other melting pots.

3. The Birmingham iron works: The north indeed claims a
share or part of this trade, but it is only a part.

4. Kidderminster stuffs call'd Lindsey Woolseys, they are
very rarely made any where else.

At Stourbridge dso they have a very great manufacture for
glass of all sorts.

From Worcester | took a tour into Wales, which tho' | men-
tioned above, it was not at the same time with the rest of my
journey; my account | hope will be as effectual.

In passing from this part of the country to make a tour
through Wales, we necessarily see the two counties of Hereford
and Monmouth, and for that reason | reserv'd them to this place,
as | shall the counties of Chester and Salop to my return.

A little below Worcester the Severn receives a river of a
long course and deep chanel, call'd the Teme, and going from
Worcester we past this river at a village call'd Broadways; from
whence keeping alittle to the north, we come to Ludlow-Castle,
on the bank of the same river. On another journey | came from
Stourbridge, famous for the clay for melting pots as above;
thence to Kidderminster, and passing the Severn at Bewdley
we came to Ludlow, on the side of Shropshire.

In this course we se two fine seats not very far from the
Severn, (viz.) the Lord Foley's, and the Earl of Bradford's, as
we had before a most delicious house, belonging to the Lord
Conway, now in the family of the late famous Sir Edward
Seymour. Indeed this part of the county, and all the county
of Salop is filld with fine seats of the nobility and gentry, too
many so much as to give alist of, and much less to describe.

The castle of Ludlow shows in its decay, what it was in its
flourishing estate: It is the palace of the Princes of Wales, that
is, to speak more properly, it is annex'd to the principality of
Wales; which is the appanage of the heir apparent, and this
is his palace in right of his being made Prince of Wales.

The situation of this castle is most beautiful indeed; there
is a most spacious plain or lawn in its front, which formerly
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continued near two miles; but much of it is now enclosed. The
country round it is exceeding pleasant, fertile, populous, and
the soil rich; nothing can be added by nature to make it a place
fit for a royal palace: It only wants the resdence of its princes,
but that is not now to be expected.

The castle itself is in the very perfection of decay, all the fine
courts, the royal apartments, halls, and rooms of state, lye
open, abandoned and some of them falling down; for since the
Courts of the President and Marches are taken away, here is
nothing to do that requires the attendance of any publick people;
so that time, the great devourer of the works of men, begins
to eat into the very stone walls, and to spread the face of royal
ruins upon the whole fabrick.

The town of Ludlow is a tolerable place, but it decays to be
sure with the rest: It stands on the edge of the two counties,
Shropshire, and Worcestershire, but is itself in the first; 'tis on
the bank of the Teme, over which it has a good bridge, and it
was formerly a town of good trade; the Welch call this town
Lye Twysoe, which isin English, the Prince's Court. Mr. Camb-
den calls the river Teme the Tem'd, and another river which
joyns it just at this town, the Corve, whence the rich flat
country below the town is call'd Corvesdale.

King Henry VIII. established the Court of the President
here, and the Council of the Marches and all causes of nisi
prius, or of civil right were try'd here, beforethe Lord President
and Council; but this Court was entirely taken away by Act
of Parliament in our days, and this, as above, tends to the
sensble decay of the town as well as of the castle.

From Ludlow we took our course due south to Lemster, or
Leominster, a large and good trading town on the River Lug.
Thisriver is lately made navigable by Act of Parliament, to the
very great profit of the trading part of this country, who have
now a very great trade for their corn, wool, and other products
of this place, into the river Wye, and from the Wye, into the
Severn, and so to Bristol.

Leominster has nothing very remarkable in it, but that it is
a well built, well inhabited town: The church which is very
large, has been in a manner rebuilt, and is now, especially in the
inside, a very beautiful church. This town, besdes the fine
wool, is noted for the best wheat, and consequently the finest
bread; whence Lemster Bread, and Weobly Ale, is become a
proverbial saying.

The country on our right as we came from Ludlow is very
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fruitful and pleasant, and is call'd the Hundred of Wigmore,
from which the late Earl of Oxford at his creation, took the
title of Baron of Wigmore: And here we saw two antient castles,
(viz.) Brampton-Brian, and Wigmore-Castle, both belonging
to the earl's father, Sir Edward Harley; Brampton is a stately
pile, but not kept in full repair, the fate of that antient family
not permitting the rebuilding it as we were told was intended.
Yet it is not so far decay'd as Ludlow, nor is it abandoned, or
Ii_kebto be s0, and the parks are still very fine, and full of large
timber.

We were now on the borders of Wales, properly so call'd; for
from the windows of Brampton-Castle, you have a fair prospect
into the county of Radnor, which is, as it were, under itswalls;
nay, even thiswhole county of Hereford, was, if we may believe
antiquity, a part of Wales, and was so esteem'd for many ages
The people of this county too, boast that they were a part of
the antient Silures, who for so many withstood the Roman
arms, and who could never be entirely conquer'd. But that's
an &ffair quite beyond my enngi(;y. | observ'd they are adiligent
and laborious people, chiefly addicted to husbandry, and they
boast, perhaps, not without reason, that they have the finest
wool, and best hops, and the richest cyder in all Britain.

Indeed the wool about Leominster, and in the Hundred of
Wigmore observ'd above, and the Golden Vale as 'tis call'd, for
its richness on the banks of the river Dove, (al in this county)
is the finest without exception, of any in England, the South
Down wool not excepted: As for hops, they plant abundance
indeed all over this county, and they are very good. And as for
cyder, here it was, that severd times for 20 miles together, we
could get no beer or de in their publick houses only cyder;
and that so very good, so fine, and so chegp, that we never found
fault with the exchange; great quantities of this cyder are sent
to London, even by land carriage tho' so very remote, which
is an evidence for the goodness of it, beyond contradiction.

One would hardly expect so pleasant, and fruitful a country
as this, so near the barren mountains of Wales; but 'tis certain,
that not any of our southern counties, the neighbourhood of
London excepted, comes up to the fertility of this county, as
Gloucester furnishes London with great quantities of cheese,
so this county fumnishes the same city with bacon in great
quantities, and dso with cyder as above.

From Lemster it is ten miles to Hereford, the chief city, not
of this county only, but of all the counties west of Severn: Tis
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alarge and a populous city, and in the time of the late Rebdlion,
was very grong, and being well fortify'd, and as well defended,
apported a tedious and very svere dege for beddes the
Parliament's Forces, who could never reduce it, the Scats army
was call'd to the work, who lay before it, 'till they laid above
4000 of their bones there, and at lagt, it was rather taken by the
fate of the war, than by the attack of the besegers

Coming to Hereford, we could not but enquire into the truth
of the sory o famous, that the Reverend Dr. Gibson had
mentioned 1t in his continutaion of Cambden; of the removin
the two great sones near Sutton, which the people confirm'
to us The dory is thus,

Between Sutton and Hereford, is a common meadow call'd
the Wergins where were placd two large sones for a water-
mark; one erected upright, and the other laid a-thwart. In the
late Civil Wars, about the Year 1652, they were remov'd to
about twelve soore paces digance and no body knew how;
which gave occason to a common opinion, That they were
carried thither by the Devil. When they were &t in their places
again, one of them requir'd nine yoke of oxen to draw it.

Not far from Lidbury, is Colwal; near which, upon the wage,
as a countryman was digging a ditch about his cottage, he
found a crown or a coronet of gold, with gams st dep in it.
It was of a sze large enough to be drawn over the arm, with
the deave The gones of it are said to have been s valuable,
as to be s0d by ajewdler for fifteen hundred pounds

It istruly an old, mean built, and very dirty city, lying low,
and on the bank of Wye, which someimes inoommodes them
very much, by the violent freshes that come down from the
mountains of Wales, for all the rivers of this county, except
the Driffin-Doe, come out of Wales.

The chief thing remarkable next to the cathedral, is the
oollege, which still retains its Foundation Laws, and where the
resdentiaries are ill obligd to cdibacy, but otherwise live
avery happy, , and plentiful life; being furnish'd upon the
foot of the foundation, besdes ther ecdesadical stipends

The great church is a magnificent building, however ancient,
the spire is not high, but handsome, and thereis a fine tower at
the west end, over the great door or entrance. The charr is
very fing tho' glain, and there is a very good organ: The
revenues of this bishoprick are very congderable, but lye under
ome abatement at present, on acocount of necessary repairs

There are saveral monuments in it of antient bishops but no



MONMOUTHSHIRE 51

other of note. Between Leominster and this city, is another
Hampton Court, the seat of the Lord Conningsby, who has also
a considerable interest in the north part of this county; a
person distinguishing himself in the process or impeachment
against the late Earl of Oxford, his neighbour; who, to his no
small disappointment, escap'd him. There isnothing remarkable
here that | could observe: But the name putting me in mind
of another Hampton Court, so much beyond it, that the house
seems to be afoil to the name; the house was built by Rowland
Lenthall, Esq; who was Guard de Robe to Henry V. so that it
is old enough, if that may recommend it, and so is its master.

From Hereford keeping the bank of Wye as near as we could,
we came to Ross, a good old town, famous for good cyder, a
great manufacture of iron ware, and a good trade on the River
Woye, and nothing else as | remember, except it was a monstrous
fat woman, who they would have had me gone to see. But | had
enough of the relation, and o | suppose will the reader, for
they told me she was more than three yards about her wast;
that when she sat down, she was oblig'd to have a small stool
plac'd before her, to rest her belly on, and the like.

From hence we came at about 8 miles more into Monmouth-
shire, and to the town of Monmouth. It is an old town situate
at the conflux of the Wye and of Munnow, whence the town
has its name; it stands in the angle where the rivers joyn, and
has a bridge over each river, and athird over the River Trothy,
which comes in just below the other.

This town shews by its reverend face, that it is a place of
great antiquity, and by the remains of walls, lines, curtains,
and bastions, that it has been very strong, and by its situation
that it may be made so again: This place is made famous, by
being the native place of one of our most antient historians
Jeoffry of Monmouth. At present 'tis rather a decay'd than a
flourishing town, yet, it drives a considerable trade with the
city of Bristol, by the navigation of the Wye.

This river having as | said, just received two large streams,
the Mynevly or Munno, and the Trother, is grown a very noble
river, and with a deep chanel, and a full current hurries away
towards the seq, carrying also vessels of a considerable burthen
her eabouts.

Near Monmouth the Duke of Beaufort has a fine old seat,
call'd Troy; but since the family has had a much finer palace
at Badminton, near the Bath; this tho' a most charming
situation seems to be much neglected.
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Lower down upon the Wye sands Chepgtow, the sea port for
all the towns seated on the Wye and Lug, and where their
commece sEms to center. Here is a noble bridge over the
Wye: To this town ships of good burthen may come up, and
the tide runs here with the same impetuous current as at
Bristal; the flood risng from sx fathom, to sx and a half at
Chepgow Bridge This is a place of very good trade, as is d
Newport, a town of the like import upon the River Uske, a
great river, tho' not 0 big as Wye, which runsthro' the center
of the county, and falls a0 into the Severn Sea.

This county furnishes great quantities of corn for exporta-
tion, and the Bristol merchants frequently load ships here, to
go to Portugal, and other foreign countries with wheat; con-
gdering the mountainous part of the west of this county, 'tis
much they should have such good corn, and so much of it to
spare but the eastern sde of the county, and the neghbour-
hood of Herefordshire, supplies them.

| am now at the utmogt extent of England west, and here
| mugt mount the Alps, traverse the mountains of Wales, (and
indeed, they are wel compar'd to the Alps in the inmogt
provinces) But with this exception, that in abundance of
places you have the mogt pleasant and beautiful valleys imagin-
able, and some of them, of very great extent, far exceeding the
valleys s0 fam'd among the mountains of Savoy, and Piedmont.

The two firg ocounties which border wes upon Monmouth-
shire, are Brecknock, and Glamorgan, and as they are very
mountainous, o that part of Monmouthshire which joynsthem,
begins the risng of the hills. Kyrton-Beacon, Tumberlow,
Blorench, Penvail, and Skirridan, are some of the names of
these horrid mountains, and are all in this shire, and | could
not but fansy my odf in view of Mount Brennus, Little Bar-
nard, and Great Barnard, among the Alps When | saw Plin-
limmon Hill, and the sources of the Severn on one dde of it,
and the Wye and Rydall on the other: it put me in mind of
the famous hill, call'd—in the cantons of Switzerland, out
of which the Rhine risss on one sSde, and the Rhosne and the
Aa on the other. But | shall give you more of them presently.

We now entered South Wales: The provinces which bear the
nameof South Wales, arethese, Glamorgan, Brecknock, Radnor,
Caermarthen, Pembroke, and Cardigan. We began with Breck-
nock, beng willing to se the highes of the mountains, which
are said to be hereabouts and indeed, except | had still an
idea of the heaght of the Alps, and of thase mighty mountains
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of America, the Andes, which we se very often in the South-
Sees 20 leagues from the shore: | say except that | had still
an idea of those countries on my mind, | should have been
surprized at the sight of these hills; nay, (as it was) the Andes
and the Alps, tho' immendy high, yet they stand together,
and they are as mountains, pil'd upon mountains, and hills
upon hills; wheress sometimes we e these mountains rising
up a once from the lowest valeys, to the highest summits
which makes the height look horrid and frightful, even worse
than those mountains abroad; which tho' much higher, rise
as it were, one behind another: So that the ascent seams gradual,
and consequently less surprising.

Brecknockshire is a meer inland county, as Radnor is; the
English jestingly (and | think not very improperly) call it
Breskneckshire: Tis mountainous to an extremity, ex on
the side of Radnor, where it is something more low and level.
It is well watered by the Wye, and the Uske, two rivers men-
tioned before; upon the latter stands the town of Brecknock,
the capital of the county: The most to be said of this town, is
what indeed | have said of many places in Wales, (viz.) that it
is very antient, and indeed to mention it here for all the rest,
there are more tokens of antiquity to be seen every where in
Wales, than in any particular part of England, except the
counties of Cumberland, and Northumberland. Here we saw
Brecknock-Mere, a large or long lake of water, two or three
miles over; of which, they have a great many Welch fables,
not worth relating: The best of them is, that a certain river
call'd the Lheweni runs thro' it, and keeps its colour in mid-
chanel distinguish'd from the water of the lake, and as they
say, hever mingles with it. They take abundance of good fish
in this lake, so that as is said of the river Thysse in Hungary;
they say this lake is two thirds water, and one third fish. The
country people affirm, there stood a city once here, but, that
by the judgment of Heaven, for the sin of its inhabitants, it
sunk into the earth, and the water rose up in the place of it.
| observe the same story is mentioned by Mr. Cambden with
ome difference in the particulars: | believe my share of it, but
'tis remarkable, that Mr. Cambden having lost the old city
L oventium, mentioned by Ptolemy to be heregbouts, is willing
to account for it, by thisold story.

It was among the mountains of this county that the famous
Glendower shdltered himsdlf, and taking arms on the deposing
Richard I I . prodaimed himsdf Prince of Wales; and they shew
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us several little refuges of his in the mountains, whither he
retreated, and from whence, again, he made such bold
excursons into England.

Tho' this county be so mountainous, provisons are exceeding
plentiful, and also very good all over the county; nor are these
mountains usdess, even to the city of London, as | have noted
of other counties; for from hence they send yearly, great herds
of black cattle to England, and which are known to fill our fairs
and markets, even that of Smithfield it sdf.

The yellow mountains of Radnorshire are the same, and their
product of cattle is the same; nor did | meet with any thing
new, and worth noticing, except monuments of antiquity,
which are not the subject of my enquiry: The stories of Vorti-
gern, and Roger of Mortimer, arein every old woman's mouth
here. There is here a great cataract or water fall of the River
Wye, at a place call'd Rhayadr Gwy in Welch, which dgnifies
the Cataract or Water Fall of the Wye, but we did not go to
e it, by reason of a great flood at that time, which made the
way dangerous. There is a kind of desart too, on that side,
which is scarce habitable or passable, so we made it our north
boundary for this part of our journey, and turn'd away to
Glamorganshire.

Entring this shire, from Radnor and Brecknock, we were
saluted with Monuchdenny-Hill on our left, and the Black-
Mountain on the right, and all a ridge of horrid rocks and
precipices between, over which, if we had not had trusty guides,
we should never have found our way; and indeed, we began to
repent our curiosity, as not having met with any thing worth
the trouble; and a country looking so full of horror, that we
thought to have given over the enterprise, and have left Wales
out of our circuit: But after a day and a night conversing thus
with rocks and mountains, our guide brought us down into a
most agreeable vale, opening to the south, and a pleasant
river running through it, call'd the Taaffe; and following the
course of this river, we came in the evening to the antient
city of Landaff, and Caerdiff, standing almost together.

Landaff is the seat of the episcopal see, and a city; but
Cardiff which is lower on the river, is the port and town of
trade; and has a very good harbour opening into the Severn
Sea, about 4 miles below the town. The cathedral is a neat
building, but very antient; they boast that this church was
a house of religious worship many years before any church
wasfounded in England, and that the Christian religion flourish'd
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heresy overspread this country;

out by the care of the orthodox |

as the first bishopin this town of _

Tis observable, that though the Bishop of Landatt was can a
an arch-bishop, yet the cathedral church was but 28 foot long,
and 10 foot broad, and without any steeple or bells; notwith-
standing which the 3 first bishops were afterwards sainted, for
their eminent holiness of life, and the miracles they wrought;
nor had they any other cathedral from the year 386, to the year
1107, when Bishop Urban built the present church, with some
houses for the clergy adjoyning, in the nature of a cloyster.

Tho' the church is antient, yet the building is good, and the
choir neat, and pretty well kept; but there are no monuments
of note in it, except some so antient, that no inscription can be
read, to give any account of.

The south part of this country is a pleasant and agreeable
place, and is very populous; 'tis also a very good, fertile, and
rich soil, and the low grounds are so well cover'd with grass,
and stock'd with cattle, that they supply the city of Bristol
with butter in very great quantities salted and barrell'd up,
just as Suffolk does the city of London.

The chief sea port is Swanzey, a very considerable town for
trade, and has a very good harbour: Here is aso a very great
trade for coals, and culmn, which they export to all the ports
of Sommerset, Devon, and Cornwal, and also to Ireland itself;
so that one sometimes sees a hundred sail of ships at a time
loading coals here; which greatly enriches the country, and
particularly thistown of Swanzey, whichisreally avery thriving
place; it stands on the River Tawye, or Taw: Tis very remark-
able, that most of the rivers in this county chime upon the
letters T, and Y, as Taaf, Tawy, Tuy, Towy, Tyevy.

Neath is another port, where the coal trade is also consider-
able, tho' it stands farther within the land. Kynfig Castle, is
now the seat and estate of the Lord Mansel, who has here also
a very royal income from the collieries; | say royal, because
equal to the revenues of some sovereign princes, and which
formerly denominated Sir Edward Mansel, one of the richest
commoners in Wales; the family was enobled by Her late
Majesty Queen Anne.

In this neighbourhood, near Margan Mynydd, we saw the
famous monument mentioned by Mr. Cambden, on a hill, with
the inscription, which the people are so terrify'd at, that no
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body will careto read it; for they have a tradition from father
to.son, that whoever ventures to read it, will dye within a
month. We did not scruple the adventure at all, but when we
cand to try, the letters were so defacd by time, that we were
effectually secur'd from the danger; the inscription not being
any tiling near 0 legible, as it sams it was in Cambdens time.

The gone pillar is about 4 or 5 foot high, and | foat thick,
ganding on the top of this hill; there are svera other such
monuments in Radnorshire, and other counties in Wales, as
likewise in Scotland we saw the like: But as | have always said,
| carefully avoid entering into any disooursss of antiquity, as
what the narrow compass of these Ietters will not allow.

Haying thus touch'd at what is mos curious on this coad,
we passd thro' the land of Gowre and going ill west, we
came to Caermarthen, or Kaer-Vyrdhin, as the Wdsh call it,
the capital of the county of Kaermardhinshire.

Thisis an antient but not a decay'd town, pleasantly stuated
on the River Towy, or Tovy, which is navigable up to the
town, for vesds of a moderate burthen. The town indesd is
wel built, and populous and the country round it, is the mog
fruitful, of any part of all Wales, conddering that it continues
to be s0 for a great way; namdy, thro' all the middle of the
county, and a great way into the next; nor is this county so
mountainous and wild, as the res of this part of Wales: but it
abounds in corn, and in fine flourishing meadows as good as
mog arein Britain, and in which are fed, a very great number
of good cattle.

The chancery, and exchequer of the principality, was usualy
kept at thistown, till thejuridiction of the Court and Marches
of Wales was taken away. This town was aso famous for the
birth of theold Brittish prophet Merlin, of whom so many things
are fabled, that indeed nothing of its kind ever prevail'd so far,
in the dduson of mankind, and who flourish'd In the year 480:
And here d the dd Britains often kept their parliament or
asEmblies of their wise men, and made their laws The town
was fortify'd in former times, but the walls are scarcdy to be
s now, only the ruins of them.

Here we saw near Kily-Maen Ibwyd, on a great mountain,
a drde of mighty gones very much like Sonehenge in Wilt-
shire or rather likethe Rollrych Sonesin Oxfordshire and tho'
the people call it Bruarth Arthur, or King Arthur's Throne,
we e no reason to bdieve that ng Arthur knew any thing
of it, or that it had any reation to him.
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We found the people of this county more civiliz'd and more
curteous, than in the more mountainous parts, where the
disposition of the inhabitants seems to be rough, like the
country: But here as they seem to converse with the rest of the
world, by their commerce, so they are more conversible than
their neighbours.

The next county west, is Pembrokeshire, which is the' most
extreme part of Waleson thisside, inarich, fertile, and plentiful
country, lying on the sea coast, where it has the benefit of
Milford Haven, one of the greatest and best inlets of water in
Britain. Mr. Cambden says it contains 16 creeks, 5 great bays,
and 13 good roads for shipping, all distinguish'd as such by their
names; and some say, a thousand sail of ships may ride in it,
and not the topmast of one be seen from another; but this last,
I think, merits confirmation.

Before we quitted the coast, we saw Tenbigh, the most
agreeable town on all the sea coast of South Wales, except
Pembroke, being a very good road for shipping, and well fre-
quented: Here is a great fishery for herring in its season, a
great colliery, or rather export of coals, and they aso drive a
very considerable trade to Ireland.

From hence, the land bearing far into the sea, mgces a pro-
montory, call'd St. Govens Head or Point. But as we found
nothing of moment was to be seen there, we crossd over the
isthmus to Pembroke, which stands on the E. shore of the
great haven of Milford.

This is the largest and richest, and at this time, the most
flourishing town of all S. Wales: Here are agreat many English
merchants, and some of them men of good business; and they
told us, there were near 200 sail of ships belong'd to the town,
small and great; in aword, all this part of Wales is arich and
flourishing country, but especially this part is so very pleasant,
and fertile, and is so well cultivated, that 'tis call'd by distinction,
Little England, beyond Wales.

Thisis the place also made particularly famous for the landing
of King Henry V11, then Duke of Richmond: From hence,
being resolv'd to s the utmost extent of the county west, we
ferry'd over the haven as———and went to Haverford, or by
some call'd Haverford-West; and from thence to St. Davids,
or St. Tafrys, asthe Welch call it. Haverford is a better town
than we expected to find, in this remote angle of Britain; 'tis
strong, well built, clean, and populous.

From hence to St. Davids, the country begins to look like
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Wades again, dry, barren, and mountainous; St. Davids is not
a b|shoi:>s e only, but was formerly an arch-bishop's, which
they tell us, was by the Pope transferr'd to Dole in Britany,
where it still remains.

The venerable of this cathedra church, shews that it
has been a beautiful building, but that it is much decay'd. The
west end or body of the church is tolerably well; the choir is
kept neat, and in tollerable repair, the S. ide without the chair,
and the Virgin Mary's Chappel, which makes the E. end of the
;:glurch, are in a manner demolished, and the roofs of both

enin.

There are a great many eminent persons bury'd here, besdes
such, whose monuments are defac'd by time: Thereis St. Davids
monument, to whom the church is dedicated, the monument
of the Earl of Richmond, as dso of the famous Owen Tudor;
there are dso four antient monuments of Knights Templars,
known by thelrf|§?1 reslying cross I?g d; but their names are
not known, and there are sx severd monuments of bishops,
who ruled th|schurch besdes St. David.

This St. David they tell us was uncle to King Arthur, that
he lived to 146 years of age, that he was bishop of this church
65 years, being born in the year 496, and dyed ann. 642; that he
built 12 monagteries, and did abundance of miracles.

There was a very handsome house for the bishop, with a
college, al built in a dose by themsaves, but they are now
turn'd to ruins.

Here the weather being very clear, we had a full view of
Ireland, tho' at a very great distance: The land here is calPd
St. Davids Head, and from hence, there has some time ago,
cone a passge boat constantlgl between England and Ireland,
but that voiture is at present discontinued. They reckon up 112
bishops of this see, Snce it begun, to the year 1712,

The last bishop but two, was Dr. Thomas Watson, of whom
theworld has heard so much, being depriv'd after along debate,
on a charge of simony; whether justly, or not, | shall not
enquire, but he bestow'd great sums on charitable designs, and
isstill (living) enclined as | am told, to do much more.

From hence we turn'd N. keepmg the seain our W. pr
and a rugged mountainous country on the E. where the ills
even darkened the air with their heighth; as we went on, we
ﬁast by Newport, on the River Nevem, a town having a good

arbour, and consequently agood trade with Ireland.

Here we left Pembrokeshire, and after about 22 miles, came
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to the town of Cardigan, an old and well inhabited town, on
the River Tivy: Tis avery noble river indeed, and famous for
its plenty of the best and largest sddlmon in Britain.

The country people told us, that they had beavers here,
which bred in the lakes among the mountains, and came down
the stream of Tivy to feed; that they destroy'd the young frye
of salmon, and therefore the country people destroy'd them;
but they could shew us none of them, or any of their skins,
neither could the countrymen describe them, or tell us that
they had ever seen them; so that we concluded they only meant
the otter, till 1 found after our return, that Mr. Cambden
mentions aso, that there were beavers sen here formerly.

Thistown of Cardigan was once possessd by the great Robert
Fitz-Stephen, who wes the first Britain that ever attempted the
conquest of Ireland; and had such success with a handful of
men, as afterwards gave the English afooting there, which they
never quitted afterwards, till they quite reduc'd the country,
and mede it, as it were, a province of England.

The town is not large, has been well fortify'd, but that part
is now wholly neglected. It has a good trade with Ireland, and
is enrich'd very much, asis all this part of the country, by the
famous lead mines, formerly discover'd by Sir Carbery Price,
which are the greatest, and perhaps the richest in England; and
particularly as they require so little labour and charge to come
at the oar, which in many places lyes within a fathom or two
of the surface, and in some, even bare to the very top.

Going N. from the Tyvy about 25 miles, we came to Abryst-
wyth, that isto say, thetown at the mouth of the River Y stwyth.
This town is enrich'd by the cods and lead which is found in
its neighbourhood, and is a populous, but a very dirty, black,
smoaky place, and we fancy'd the people look'd as if they livid
continually in the cod or lead mines. However, they are rich,
and the place is very populous.

The whole county of Cardigan is so full of cattle, that 'tis
said to be the nursery, or breeding-place for the whole kingdom
of England, S. by Trent; but thisis not a proof of its fertility,
for tho' the feeding of cattle indeed requires a rich soil, the
breedin? them does not, the mountains and moors being as
proper for that purpose as richer land.

Now we entered N Wales, only | should add, that as we
passd, we had a sight of the famous Plymlymon-Hill, out of
the east sde of which as | mentioned before, rises the Severn,
and the Wye; and out of the west sde of it, risesthe Rydall
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and the Y stwyth. This mountain is exceeding high, and tho'
it is hard to say which is the highest hill in Wales, yet | think
this bids fair for i t; nor is the county for 20 miles round it, any
thing but a continued ridge of mountains: So that for amost
a whole week's travel, we seemd to be conversing with the
upper regions; for we were often above the clouds, I'm sure, a
very great way, and the names of some of these hills seem'd as
barbarous to us, who spoke no Welch, as the hills themsdves.

Passng these mountains, | say, we enter'd N. Wales, which
contains the counties of Montgomery, Merionith, Caernarvon,
Denbeigh, and Flint shires, and the Idle of Anglesea.

In passng Montgomery-shire, we were so tired with rocks
and mountains, that we wish'd heartily we had kept dose to
the s shore, but it not much mended the matter if we had,
as | understood afterwards. The River Severn is the only
beauty of this county, whichrising | say, out of the Plymlymon
Mountain, receives instantly so mggy other rivers into its
bosom, that it becomes navigable before it gets out of the
county; namely, at Welch Pool, on the edge of Shropshire.
Thisis adgood fashionable place, and has many English dwelling
init, and some very good families; but we sav nothing farther
worth remarking.

The vades and meadows upon the bank of the Severn, are
the best of this county, | had amost said, the only good part
of it; some are of opinion, that, the very water of the Severn,
like that of Nile, impregnates the valleys, and when it over-
flows, leaves a vertue behind it, particularly to itself; and this
they say is confirm'd, because all the country is so fruitful,
wherever this river does overflow, and its waters reach. The
town, or rather as the natives call it, the city of Montgomery,
lyes not far from this river, on the outer of the country
next to Herefordshire. This was, it seams a great frontier
town in the wars between the English and the Welch, and was
beautify'd and fortify'd by King Henry |11 ; the town is now
much decay'd: It gives title to the edest son of the ducal house
of Powis, who is cdl'd Lord Montgomery, and Marquis of
Powis; they have anoble seet at Troy, hard by this town on the
other side the river: But the house of Pembroke dso clams the
title of Montgomery.

This county is noted for an excellent breed of Welch horses,
which, though not very large, are exceeding valuable, and much
esteem'd all over England; all the North and West part of the
county is mountainous and stony. We sav a grest many old
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monuments in this country, and Roman camps wherever we
came, and especially if we met any person curious in such
things, we found they had many Roman coins, but this was
none of my enquiry, as | have said already.

Merionithshire, or Merionydshire, lyeswest from Montgomery-
shire; it lyes on the Irish Sea, or rather the ocean; for St. George's
Chanel does not begin till further north, and it is extended on
the coadt, for near 35 miles in length, all still mountainous and
craggy. The principal river is the Tovy, which rises among the
unpassable mountains, which range along the center of this
part of Wales, and which we call unpassable, for that even the
people themselves call'd them so; we looked at them indeed
with astonishment, for their rugged tops, and the immense
height of them: Some particular hills have particular names,
but otherwise we called them all the Black Mountains, and they
well deserv'd the name; some think 'tis from the unpassable
mountains of this county, that we have an old saying, that the
devil lives in the middle of Wales, tho' | know there is another
meaning given to it; in a word, Mr. Cambden calls these parts
the Alps of Wales.

There is but few large towns in all this part, nor is it very
populous; indeed much of it is scarce habitable, but 'tis said,
there are more sheep in it, than in all the rest of Wales. On the
sea shore however, we se Harleigh-Castle, which is still a
garrison, and kept for the guard of the coast, but 'tis of no
great strength, but by its situation.

In the middle of these vast mountains (and forming a very
large lake (viz.) near its first sources) rises the River Deg, of
which | shall speak again in its proper place.

Here among innumerable summits, and rising peaks of
nameless hills, we saw the famous Kader-lIdricks, which some
are of opinion, isthe highest mountain in Britain, another call'd
Rarauvaur, another call'd Mowylwynda, and still every hill
we saw, we thought was higher than all that ever we saw before.

We enquired here after that strange phenomenon which was
not only seen, but fatally experienced by the country round this
place, namely, of alivid fire, coming off from the sea; and setting
on fire, housss, barns, stacks of hay and corn, and poisoning
the herbage in the fields; of which there is a full account given
in the philosophical transactions. And as we had it confirm'd
by the general voice of the people, | content my sdf with giving
an account of it as follows:

It is observable, that the edlipses of the sun in Aries, have
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been very fatal to this place; for in the years 1542, and 1567,
when the sun was edlipsed in that sign, it suffer'd very much
by fire; and after the latter edlipse of the two, the fire spread
so far, that about 200 houses in the town and suburbs of
Caernarvon, were consumed.

But to return to the face of things, as they appear'd to us,
the mountainous country spoken of runs away N. through this
county and almost the next, | mean Caernarvonshire, where
Snowden Hill is a monstrous height, and according to its name,
had snow on the top in the beginning of June; and perhaps had
so till the next June, that isto say, all the year.

These unpassable heights were doubtless the refuges of the
Britains, when they made continual war with the Saxons and
Romans, and retreated on occason of their being over power'd,
into these parts; where, in short, no enemy could pursue them.

That dde of the country of Carnarvon, which borders on the
seq, is not so mountainous, and is both more fertile and more
populous. The principal town in this part, is Carnarvon, a good
town, with a castle built by Edward |. to curb and reduce the
wild people of the mountains, and secure the passage into
Anglesea. As this city was built by Edward |. so he kept his
Court often here, and honour'd it with his presence very much;
and here his ddest son and successor, tho' unhappy, (Ed. I1.)
was born, who was therefore call'd Edward of Caernarvon. This
Edward was the first Prince of Wales; that is to say, the first
of the Kings of Englands sons who was vested with the title
of .Prince of Wales: And here was kept the chancery and
exchequer of the Princes of Wales, for the N. part of the
principality, as it was at — for the S. part. It is a small, but
strong town, clean and well built, and considering the place,
the people are very courteous and obliging to strangers. It is
seated on the firth or inlet call'd Menai, parting the ide of
Anglesea, or Mona, from the main land; and hereisaferry over
totheidand called Abermenai Ferry: And from thence a direct
road to Holly Head, where we went for no purpose, but to have
another view of Ireland, tho' we were disappointed, the weather
being bad and stormy.

Whoever travels critically over these mountains, | mean of
S. Wales, and Merionithshire, will think Stone-henge in Wilt*
shire, and Roll-Rich Stones in Oxfordshire no more a wonder,
seging there are so many such, and such like, in these provinces;
that they are not thought strange of at all, nor is it doubted,
but they were generally monuments of the dead, as also are
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the single stones of immense bulk any other, of which we saw
D0 many, that we c?a\/e over remarking them; some we saw
from 7, 8, to 10, and one 16 foot high, being awhole stone, but
so reat, that the most of the wonder is, where they were found,

how drag%d to the place; since, besides the deep ascents
to some of the hills on WhICh they stand, it would be impossible
to move some of them, now, with 50 yoke of oxen. And yet a
great many of these gones are found confusedly lying one
upon another on the utmost summit or top of the Glyder, or
other Hills, in Merionith and Carnarvonsnire; to which it is
next to impossible, that all the power of art, and strength of
man and beast could carry them, and the people make no diffi-
culty of Saﬁl ng the devil sat them up there.

Ore of these monumental stones is to be ssm a little way
from Harleigh-Castle: It is a large stone lying flat, supported
by three other gones at 3 of the 4 angles, tho' the stone israther
oval than square, itisamost 11 foot long, the breadth unequal,
but in some places its from 7 to 8 foot broad, and it may be
supposd has been both longer and broader; 'tis in some places
above 2 foot thick, but in others 'tis worn amost to an by
time: The three sones that support it, are about 20 inches
square, 'tis supposd there has been four, two of which that
support the thlckest end, are near 8 foot high, the other not
above 3 foot, being supposd to be settled in the ground, so that
the stone Iyes sloping, like the roof of a barn. There is another
of these to be sen in the ide of Angleseg, the flat stone is much
larger and thicker than this; but we did not go to s it: There
are dso two circles of gonesin that island, such as Stone-henge,
but the stones much larger.

Thisis a particular kind of monument, and therefore | took
notice of it, but the other are generdly single sones of vast
magnitude, set up on one end, column wise, which being so
very large, are likely to remain to the end of time; but are
generaly without any inscription, or regular shape or any mark,
to intimate for who, or for what they were so placed.

These mountains are indeed so like the Alps, that except the
language of the people, one could hardly avoid thinking he is
passing from Grenoble to Susa, or rather passng the country of
the Grisons. The lakes also, which are so numerous here, make
the similitude the greater, nor are the fables which the country
people tell of these lakes, much unlike the stories which we
megt with among the Switzers, of the famous lakes in their
country; Dr. Gibson, (Mr. Cambdens continuator) tells us of



64 DEFOE'S TOUR

50 or 60 lakes in Carnarvonshire only, we did not count them
indeed, but | believe if we had, we should have found them to
be many more.

Herewe met with the char fish, the same kind which we sse in
Lancashire, and also in the lakes of Switzerland, and no where
e that | have heard of in Europe; the Welch call it the torgoch.

There is nothing of note to be seen in the Isle of Anglesea but
the town, and the cagsle of Baumaris, which was also built by
King Edward |. and call'd Beau-Marsh, or the Fine Plain; for
here the country is very level and plain, and the land is fruitful
and pleasant. The castle was very large, as may be seen by its
remains, and that it was strong; the situation will tell also,
but 'tis now of no use

As we went to Holly Head, by the S. part of the isand from
Newborough, and came back thro* the middle to Beaumaris,
we saw the whole extent of it, and indeed, it is a much pleasanter
country, than any part of N. Wales, that we had yet seen; and
particularly is very fruitful for corn and cattle.

Here we crossd the Fretum, or strait of Meneu again, and
came to Bangor, at the place where King Edward 1. intended
to have built a great stone bridge, it wou'd indeed have been
a work fit for so great and powerful a king, as K. Edward was:
But the bottom being doubtful, and the sea in that place some-
times very raging and strong, the workmen thought it imprac-
ticable, and tho' as we were told, that the king was very positive
in his design for a great while, yet he was prevail'd with at last
to decline it.

From hence, | say, we crossd to Bangor, a town noted for
its antiquity, its being a bishops see, and an old, mean looking,
and almost despicable cathedral church.

This church claims to be one of the most antient in Britain,
the people say, 'tis the most antient; that St. Daniel (to whom
this church was dedicated) was first bishop here, in the year
512. They allow that the pagans, perhaps of Anglesea, ruined
the church, and posssssd the bishoprick after it was first built,
for above 100 years; nor is there any account of it from the
year 512, to 1009: After this, the bishoprick was ruined again
by dilapidation, by one of its own bishops, whose name was
Bulkeley, who, astheMonasticon says, not only sold ther evenues,
but even the very bdls, for which sacrilege he was struck blind;
but thislast is a tradition only.

It iscertainly at present a poor bishoprick, and has but a poor
cathedral; yet the bishops are generally allow'd to hold some
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other good benefice in commendam, and the preferment seems to
be a grateful introduction to the clergy, as the bishops are gene-
rally translated from hence, to a more profitable bishoprick.

From Bangor we went north, (keeping the sea on our left
hand) to Conway. This is the poorest but pleasantest town in
all this county for the bigness of it; it is seated on the bank of
a fine river, which is not only pleasant and beautiful, but is
a noble harbour for ships, had they any occasion for them there;
the stream is deep and safe, and the river broad, as the Thames
at Deptford: It only wants a trade suitable to so good a port,
for it infinitely out does Chester or Leverpool itself.

In this passage, we went over the famous precipice call'd
Penmen-muir, which indeed fame has made abundance more
frightful, than it really is; for tho' the rock is indeed very high,
and if any one should fall from it, it wou'd dash them in pieces,
yet, on the other hand, there is no danger of their falling; and
besides, there is now a wall built all the way, on the edge of the
precipice, to secure them: Those who have been at the hill or
pass of Enterkin in Scotland, know very well, the danger there
is much greater, than what can be thought of here; as the
frequent loss of lives, both of man and horse will testify.

We have but little remarkable in the road from Conway to
Holly well, but craggs and rocks all along the N. shore of
Denbeigh, till we came to Denbeigh town. This is the county
town, and is a large populous place, which carries something
in its countenance of its neighbourhood to England, but that
which was most surprizing, after such a tiresom and fatiguing
journey, over the unhospitable mountains of Merioneth, and
Carnarvonshire, was, that descending now from the hills, we
came into a most pleasant, fruitful, populous, and delicious
vale, full of villages and towns, thefieldsshining with corn, just
ready for the reapers, the meadows green and flowery, and
a fine river, with a mild and gentle stream running thro' it:
Nor isit asmall or casua intermission, but we had a prospect of
the country open before us, for above 20 miles in length, and
from 5 to 7 miles in breadth, all smiling with the same kind of
complexion; which made us think our selves in England again,
all on a sudden.

In this pleasant vale, turning N. from Denbeigh, and following
the stream of the river, we came to S. Asaph, asmall city, with
a cathedral, being a bishoprick of tolerable good value, though
the church is old: It is but a poor town, and ill built, tho' the
country is so pleasant and rich round it. There are some old
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monuments in this church, but none of any note, nor could
we read the Welch inscriptions.

From hence we come to Holly-well: The gories of this Well
of S. Winifrid are, that the pious virgin, being ravished and
murthered, this healing water sprung out of her body when
buried; but this andls too much of the legend, to take up any
of my time; the Romanigs indesd bdieve it, as 'tis evident,
from their thronging hither to recave the headling sanative
virtueof thewater, which they do not hopefor asit isamedicinal
water, but asit isa miraculouswater, and healsthem by virtue
of theintercession and influence of thisfamousvirgin, St. Wini-
frid; of which | bdieve as much as comesto my share

Hereisafinechapd cut out of a solid rock, and was dedicated
to this holy virgin; and numbers of pilgrimsresort toit, with
no less devation than ignorance, under this chapd the water
gushes out in a great sream, and the place whereit bresks out,
isform'd likeabadn or cigtern, in which they bathe: Thewater
is intensdy cold, and indesd there is no great mirade in that
point, consdering therocksit flowsfrom, whereit isimpregnated
by divers minerals, the virtue of which, and not of the saint,
| supposs work the greatest part of the cures

Thereis alittle town near the well, which may, indeed, be
said to have risen from the confluence of the people hither, for
amog all the houss are ather Eublick houses or let into
lodgings and the priegsthat attend here, and arevery numerous
appear in disgguiss Someimes they are physdans sometimes
urgeons sometimes gentlemen, and sometimes patients, or any
thing as occason ﬁresents No body takes natice of them, as to
ther professon, tho' they know them well enough, no not the
Roman Cathdlicks themsdves but in private, they have their
proper oratory'sin certain places whither thevotariesresort; and
good mannershasprevail'd so far, that however the Protestants
know who and whd's together; no body takes natice of it, or
enquires where ane another goes or has been gone

From hence we pagt by Flint-Castle, a known place, but of
no sgnificance and then in a few hours we aossd the River
Deg, and arriv'd at the city of West Cheter, from whence
t shall give a farther account of my journey in my next.

lam,
SIR,
Yours, &cC.

THE END OF THE SIXTH LETTER



LETTER VII

CONTAINING A DESCRIPTION OF PART OF CHESHIRE, SHROPSHIRE,
WALES, STAFFORDSHIRE, WARWICKSHIRE, NORTHAMPTON-
SHIRE, LEICESTERSHIRE, LINCOLNSHIRE, RUTLANDSHIRE,
AND BEDFORDSHIRE.

SIR,—My lagt from West Cheder, gave you a full acoount of
my progress thro' Wales, and my coming to Cheder, at the end
of that really fatiguing journey: | mug confess | that have
sm the Alps, on 0 many occasons have gone under 0 many
of the mogt frightful passes in the country of the Grisons and
in the mountains of Tirol, never bdiev'd there was any thing
in thisidand of Britain that came near, much lessthat excesded
those hills, in the terror of their aspedt, or in the difficulty of
aooess to them; But certainly, if they are out done any where
in the world, it is here Even Hannibal himsdf wou'd have
found it impossble to have march'd his army over Showden,
or over the rocks of Merioneth and Montgomery Shires, no, not
with all the hdp that fire and vinegar could have yidded, to
make way for him.

The only support we had in this heavy journey, was, (i.)
That we generally found their provisons very good and cheap,
and very good accommodations in the inns And (2.) That the
Wesh gentlemen are very civil, hogpitable, and kind; the people
very obliging and conversible, and egpedaly to srangers but
when we let them know, we travell'd merdy in curiosity to
view the country, and be able to gpesk well of them to Srangers
their civility was heightened to such a degreg that nothing could
be more friendly, willing to tell us every thing that bdongd
to their country, and to show us every thing that we desred
to ==

They value themsdves much upon their antiquity: The
antient race of their housss and families and the like; and
above all, upon their antient heroes their King Caractacus
Owen ap Tudor, Prince Lewellin, and the like noblemen and
princes of British extraction; and as they bdieve their country
to be the pleasantes and mogt agreeable in the world, so you
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cannot oblige them more, than to make them think you believe
0 too.

The gentlemen of Wales, indeed, justly claim a very antient
descent, and have preserv'd their families entire, for many
ages. They receive you well into their houses, treat you very
handsomely, are very generous; and indeed, nothing is wanting
within doors; and which is more than all, they have generally
very good estates.

| continued at Chester for some time, except that | made two
or three excursions into the neighbouring country, and par-
ticularly into that part of Shropshire, which | had not view'd as
| went; as also into the north, and north west part of Cheshire.

The first trip | made, was into the Cestria Chersonesus, as
| think we may properly call it, (viz.) a piece of the county,
which runs out a great way into the Irish Sea, and is bounded
by the two great firths, or arms of the sea, the one call'd the
mouth of the Dee, and the other of two rivers, the Mersey, and
the Wever; this isthmus or neck of land, is about 16 miles long,
and about 6 or 7 miles over, and has not one market town init,
tho' 'tis exceeding rich and fertile; the last occasioned possibly
by the neighbourhood of two such great towns, or cities rather:
| mean Chester and Leverpool.

Going down from Chester, by the Rhoodee, as they call it,
that is, the marshes of the River Dee, and coasting the river
after it is grown broader than the marshes; the first place of any
note which we come to, is Nesson, a long nase or ness of land,
which running out into the sea, makes a kind of a key. This is
the place where in the late war in Ireland, most of the troops
embark'd, when that grand expedition begun; after which, the
vessels go away to Highlake, in which as the winds may happen
they ride safe in their way, as the ships from London lye in the
Downs, till the wind presents for their respective voyages.

From Nesson we crossd over that fruitful level 1 mentioned
before, and coming to the other water, we ferry'd over to
Leverpool. This town is now become so great, so populous, and
so rich, that it may be call'd the Bristol of this part of England:
It had formerly but one church, but upon the encrease of
inhabitants, and of new buildings in so extraordinary a manner,
they have built another very fine church in the north part of
the town; and they talk of erecting two more.

The first thing we observ'd in this church, was afine marble
font, all of one entire stone, given to thetown, or church rather,
by the late Robert Heysham Esq; a citizen and very considerable
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merchant of London; who was many years representative for
the town of Lancaster. Here is a very fine new built tower
also, and in it a curious ring of eight, very good bells.

This part of the town may indeed be call'd New Leverpool,
for that, they have built more than another Leverpool that way,
in new streets, and fine large houses for their merchants: Besides
this, they have made a great wet dock, for laying up their
ships, and which they greatly wanted; for tho' the Mersey
is a noble harbour, and is able to ride a thousand sail of ships
at once, yet those ships that are to be laid up, or lye by the
walls all the winter, or longer, as sometimes may be the casg;
must ride there, as in an open road, or (as the seamen call it,)
be haled a shore; neither of which wou'd be practicable in a
town of so much trade: And in the time of the late great storm,
they suffer'd very much on that account.

This is the only work of its kind in England, except what is
in the river of Thames, | mean for the merchants; nor is it
many years since there was not one wet dock in England for
private use, except Sir Henry Johnson's at Black Wall.

This is still an encreasing flourishing town, and if they go
on in trade, as they have done for some time, 'tis probable it
will in alittle time be as big as the city of Dublin. The houses
here are exceedingly well built, the streets strait, clean, and
spacious, and they are now well supplied with water. The
merchants here have a very pretty Exchange, standing upon
12 free-stone columns, but it begins to be so much too little,
that 'tis thought they must remove or enlarge it. They talk
already as | have said above, of building two churches more
at Leverpool, and surrounding them with new streets, to the
N.E. of the old town, which if they should, Leverpool will soon
out do Bristol: In short, 'tis already the next town to Bristol,
and in alittle time may probably exceed it, both in commerce,
and in numbers of people.

We went no farther this way at that time, but came back to
Chester, by the same ferry as we went over.

As | am now at Chester, 'tis proper to say something of it,
being a city well worth describing: Chester has four things
very remarkable in it. 1. It's walls, which are very firm,
beautiful, and in good repair. 2. The castle, which is also kept
up, and has a garrison always in it. 3. The cathedral. 4. The
River Dee, and 5. the bridge over it.

It is a very antient city, and to this day, the buildings are
very old; nor do the Rows as they call them, add any thing, in
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my opinion, to the beauty of the city; but just the contrary,
they serve to make the city look both old and ugly: These
Rows are certain long galleries, up one pair of stairs, which run
aong the sde of the dreets, before all the houses, tho' joined
to them, and as is pretended, they are to keep the people dry
in walking aong. This they do indeed effectually, but then
they take away all the view of the houses from the street, nor
can a stranger, that was to ride thro' Cheder, se any shops
in the city; beddes, they make the shops themsdves dark, and
the way in them is dark, dirty, and uneven.

The best ornament of the city, is, that the streets are very
broad and fair, and run through the whole city in strait lines,
crossing in the middle of the city, as at Chichester: The walls
as| have said, ae in very repair, and it is a very pleasant
walk round the city, upon thewalls, and within the battlements,
from whence %/ou may s the country round; and particularly
on the sde of the Roodee, which | mentioned before, which is
afine large low green, on the bank of the Dee. In the winter
this green is often under water by the inundations of the river,
and alittle before | came there, they had such a terrible land
flood, whichflow'd 8 foot higher than usual so that it not only
overflowed the said green, cal'd the Roodee, but destroy'd a
fine new wharf and landing-place for goods, alittle below the
town, bore down all the warehouses, and other buildings,
which the merchants had erected for securing their goods, and
carried all away goods and buildings together, to the irreparable
loss of the persons concern'd: Also beyond the Roodee, one
ss from the walls of Chegter the county of Flint, and the
mountains of Wales, a prospect best indeed, at a distance.

The castle of Chester is agood firm building, and strong, tho'
not fortify'd, with many out works: There is dways a good
?arrispn kept, and here the prisoners taken at Preston, in the
ate time of Rebellion, were kept a great while, till compassion
to their misery, mov'd the clemency of the conqueror to deliver
them. They say this cadtle was built or at least repair'd by
Hu?h Lupus, the famous Earl of Cheder, and brother to
William the Conqueror as dso was the church.

The ?reat church here is a very magnificent building, but
'tis built of ared, sandy, ill looking stone, which takes much
from the beauty of it, and which yielding to the weether, ssams
to crumble, and suffer by time, which much defacesthe building:
Herethey shewd us the monument of Henry | V. Emperor of
Germany; who they say, resgn'd hisempire, and liv'd areduse
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here, but 'tis all to be taken upon trust, for we find nothing of
it in history. We saw no monument of any note, which is partly
occasion'd by its remote situation, and partly by its being but
a modern bishoprick; for it was formerly a part of the diocess
of Litchfield, and was not made a bishop's se till the year 1541;
when King Henry VIII. divided it from Litchfield; nor has there
ever been above 19 hishops of this se from its foundation. The
short account of it is thus. Hugh Lupus gave the old monastery
dedicated to St. Werburge, to a society of monks, after which,
they say, King Edgar who conquer'd all this part of Britain,
and was rowed up the Dee, in his royal barge, by four kings,
founded the great church;, and Hugh Lupus the great, Earl of
Chester, finished and endow'd it.

Here is a noble stone bridge over the Dee, very high and strong
built, and 'tis needful it should be so, indeed; for the Dee is a
most furious stream at some seasons, and brings a vast weight
of water with it from the mountains of Wales. Here it was
that the first army of King William, design'd for the war
in Ireland, and commanded by the great Duke Schomberg,
encamp'd, for a considerable time before they embark'd,
ann. 1689.

Here according to the Monasticon, the said Hugh Lupus held
his parliament for the county palatine of Chester, given him by
William the Conqueror, and where he sat in as great state as
the king himself. The draught of which, as it is given us from
antiquity, take as follows.

There are n parishes in this city, and very good churches
to them, and it is the largest city in all this side of England that
is so remote from London. When | was formerly at this city,
about the year 1690, they had no water to supply their ordinary
occasions, but what was carried from the River Dee upon horses,
in great leather vessds, like a pair of bakers panyers; just the
very same for shape and use, as they have to this day in the
streets of Constantinople, and at Belgrade, in Hungary; to carry
water about the streets to sell, for the people to drink. But at
my coming there this time, | found a very good water-house in
the river, and the city plentifully supply'd by pipes, just as
London is from the Thames; tho' some parts of Chester stands
very high from the river.

Tho' this is not an antient bishoprick, 'tis an antient city,
and was certainly a frontier of the Roman Empire this way;
and its being so afterwards to the English Empire also, has
doubtless been the reason of its being so well kept, and the
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castle continued in repair, when most of the other castles on
the frontiers were dighted and demolished.

This county, however remote from London, is one of those
which contributes most to its support, as well as to several
other parts of England, and that is by its excelent chees,
which they make here in such quantities, and so exceeding
good, that as | am told from very good authority, the city of
London only take off 14000 ton every year; besdes 8000 ton
which they say goes every year down the Rivers Severn and
Trent, the former to Bristol, and the latter to York; including
all thetownson both these large rivers: And beddesthe quantity
ship'd both here, and at Leverpool, to go to Ireland, and Scot-
land. So that the quantity of cheese made in this country, must
be prodigious great. Indeed, the whole county is employ'd in
it, and part of its neighbourhood too; for tho' 'tis call'd by the
name of Cheshire Cheese, yet great quantities of it are made in
Shropshire, Staffordshire and Lancashire, that is to say, in such
parts of them as border upon Cheshire.

The soil is extraordinary good, and the grass they say, has
a peculiar richness in it, which disposes the creatures to give
agreat quantity of milk, and that very sweet and good; and this
cheese manufacture, for such it is, encreases every day, and
greatly enriches all the county; raises the value of the lands,
and encourages the farmers to the keeping vast stocks of cows;
the very number of the cattle improving and enriching the land.

The east part of the county abounds in salt springs, from
which they draw the brine, and boyl it into fine salt; and once
it was a very condderable trade, which they carried on with
this salt; but dnce the discovery of the rock salt, which they
digin great quantities, towards Warrington, the other salt is not
in so much request.

I now resolv'd to direct my course east, and making the
Wever and the Trent, my northern boundary in this circuit;
| came forward to view the midland counties of England, | mean
such as may be said to lye between the Thames and the Trent.

| had taken alittletripintothe N.E. parts of Cheshire before,
seen afine old seat of the Lord Delamere's, and which is beyond
it all, the fine forest, which bears the name of that noble family;
intending to ssethe salt pitsat Northwich, which are odd indeed,
but not so very strange as we were made to believe; the thing is,
they say, the salt spring is found to be just perpendicularly
under the stream or chane of a fresh water river, namely, the
Wever, and it is so, for the spring is very deep indeed in the
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ground, but that very thing takes off the wonder; for as the
earth under the river, is but as a gutter to carry the water,
there is no difficulty that it should not penetrate through it,
the soil being a strong clay. So we came away not extremely
gratify'd in our curiosity.

All the way as we crossd this part of the county, we se
Beeston Castle, an antient castle, giving name to a very antient
family in this county. It stands upon a very high hill, over
looking the county, like as Beavoir Castle over looks the vale
of that name in Leicestershire; or as Harrow on the Hill over
looks Middlesex. It was formerly a very strong place, and was
re-fortify'd in the late wars, Sir William Beeston being in arms
at that unhappy time; but the works are now demolished again.

From Northwich weturn'd S. and following the stream of the
river by Middle Wien, we crossd the great London road at
Nantwich, or as some write it Namptwych; these are the three
salt making towns of this county; there is a fourth which is
call'd Droitwych, in Worcestershire; the nature of the thing is
this, they boil the brine into fine salt, which is much priz'd for
the beauty of its colour, and fineness of the grain, but the salt
is not so strong, as what we now make from the rock salt
mentioned above, and therefore loses of its value.

Hence we turn'd a little W. to Whitchurch, in Shropshire.
But before | leave Cheshire, | must notetwothingsofit. (i.) That
there is no part of England, where there are such a great number
of families of gentry, and of such antient and noble extraction;
Mr. Cambden is very particular in their names, and descents,
but that's awork too long for this place, nor does it belong to my
present design. (2.) That it is a County Palatine, and has been
for so many ages, that its government is distinct from any other
and very particular; it is administred by a chamberlain, ajudge
special, two barons of the exchequer, three sergeants at law,
a sheriff, and attorney, and escheator, and all proper and useful
subordinate officers; and the jurisdiction of all these offices are
kept up, and preserved very strictly, only we are to note, that
the judge special as he is call'd, tries only civil causes, not
criminal, which are left to the ordinary judges of England, who
go the circuits here, as in other places.

Whitchurch is a pleasant and populous town, and has a very
good church, in which is the famous monument of the great
Talbot, first Earl of Shrewsbury, who, perhaps, and not un-
worthily, was call'd in his time, the English ACHILLES. This
is the Talbot so renowned in the antient wars in France, whom
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no man in France dare to encounter dngle handed, and who
had engraven on his sword, on one sde thee words Sum
Talbati, and on the reverse, Pro vincere inimicos meos. His
epitaph is as follows

ORATE PRO ANIMA PRIiENOBILIS DOMINI, DOMINI IOANNIS TALBOTT
QUONDAM COMITIS SALOPIZ, DOMINI TALBOTT, DOMINI FVRNIVALL,
DOMINI VERDON, DOMINI STRANGE DE BLACKMERE, ET MARESCHALLI
FRANCIS, QUI OBIIT IN BELLO APVD BVRDEWS VII. IVLII MCCCCLIII

That is

Pray for the soul of theright honourable Lord, Lord John Talbott,
sometime Earl of Shrewsbury, Lord Talbott, Lord Furnivall, Lord
Verdon, Lord Strange of Blackmere, and Marshall of France, who
dyed in battel, at Burdeaux, V 1 | . of July, MCCCCLIII.

But the mogt to be said of this town now, is, that they have
a good market, and a great many gentry neer it, whereof some
are Roman Cathdlicks They tell us that this town when King
Charles|. remov'd hisgandard from Nottingham to Shrewsbury,
raised a whale regiment for the king: Nor has this town logt
itsold loyal prindple, to thistime; tho' now it may run alittle
ancther way.

From hence we went towards Wales again, and aossd the
Dee, at Bangor Bridge | could not satify mysdf to omit ssang
this famous town, which was once S0 remarkable, but was
aurprizd when | came there to se there was a donebridge
ove the Deg, and indeed, a very fine one But asfor thetown or
monagery, Sarce any of the ruins were to be ssm, and as all
the people spoke Wech, we could find no body that could give
us any intdligence. So effectually had time in 0 few years
rasd the very foundations of the place | will not say, as some
do, that thisismiraculous and that it isthe particular judgment
of God upon the place for beng the birth-place of that arch
heretick Peagius who from hence dso b?an to broach his
heretical opinions, which afterwards 0 terribly overgoread the
Church: | say | will not indg upon this. That Pdagius was a
monk of Bungor, or Banchor, is not doubted; but for the res
| leaveit wherel find it.

The place isnow (I say) a poor contemptible village, and has
nothing to show but a fine sone bridge over Deg, by which we
enter Denbighshirein Wales. From thence we visted Wrexham,
having heard much of a fine church there, but we were greatly
disappointed: There is indesd a ver Iar?e tower deple &
a tower may be cal'd a gesple and 'tis findy adom'd with
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imagery; but far from fine: the work is mean, the statues seem
all mean and in dejected postures, without any fancy or spirit
in the workmanship, and as the stone is of a reddish crumbling
kind, like the cathedral at Chester, Time has made it look gross
and rough.

There are a great many antient monuments in this church,
and in the church-yard also; but none of note, and almost all
the inscriptions are in Welch. The church is large; but they must
be much mistaken, who tell us 'tis the finest in England, no not
among those which are as old as itself.

This town is large, well built and populous, and besides the
church there are two large meeting-houses, in one of which we
were told they preach in Welch one part of the day, and in
English the other. Here is a great market for Welch flannel
which the factors buy up of the poor Welch people, who manu-
facture it; and thence it is sent to London; and it is a very
considerable manufacture indeed thro' all this part of the
country, by which the poor are very profitably employ'd.

From hence we turn'd south, and passing by Wem, the title
given by King James I | . to the late Lord Chancellor Jefferies,
we saw the house where his father, then but a private gentle-
man liv'd, and in but middling circumstances. Thence we came
to Ellsmere, famous for a great lake or mere, which gives the
town its name, and which the people pretend has in some
places no bottom. This place is remarkable for good fish. From
hence we came the same night to Shrewsbury.

This is indeed a beautiful, large, pleasant, populous, and rich
town; full of gentry and yet full of trade too; for here too, is
a great manufacture, as well of flannel, as also of white broad-
cloth, which enriches all the country round it.

The Severn surrounds this town, just as the Thames does the
Isle of Dogs; so that it makes the form of an horse-shoe, over
which there are two fine stone bridges, upon one of which is
built a very noble gate, and over the arch of the gate the statue
of the great Lewellin, the idol of the Welch, and their last
Prince of Wales.

Thisisreally atown of mirth and gallantry, something like
Bury in Suffolk, or Durham in the north, but much bigger than
either of them, or indeed than both together.

Over the market-house is kept a kind of hall for the manu-
factures, which are sold here weekly in very great quantities;
they speak all English in the town, but on a market-day you
would think you were in Wales.
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Here is the greatest market, the greatest plenty of good
provisions, and the cheapest that is to be met with in all the
western part of England; the Severn supplies them here with
excellent salmon, but 'tis also brought in great plenty from the
River Dee, which is not far off, and which abounds with a very
good kind, and is generally larger than that in the Severn; As
an example of the cheapness of provisions, we paid here, in a
publick inn, but agroat anight for hay, and six-pence a peck for
oats for our horses, which is cheaper than we found it in the
cheapest part of the north of England; all our other provisions
were in proportion; and there is no doubt but the cheapness of
provisions joined to the pleasantness and healthiness of the
place, draws a great many families thither, who love to live
within the compass of their estates.

Mr. Cambden cals it acity: Tis at this day, says he, a fine
city well-inhabited: But we do not now call it a city, yet 'tis
equal to many good cities in England, and superior to some.
Near this place was fought the bloody battle between Henry
Hotspur and Henry 1V. King of England, in which the former
was Kill'd, and all his army overthrown, and the place is call'd
Battlefield to this day.

Here are four very fine churches, whereof two St. Chad's and
St. Mary's, are said to be anciently collegiate: There are abund-
ance of ancient monuments in them all, but too many to mention
here, my journey being too long, and my bounds too short to
enter upon the particulars.

This town will for ever be famous for the reception it gave
to King Charles the I. who, after setting up his standard at
Nottingham, and finding no encouragement there, remov'd to
Shrewsbury, being invited by the gentry of the town and
country round, where he was receiv'd with such a genera
affection, and hearty zeal by all the people, that his majesty
recover'd the discouragement of his first step at Nottingham,
and raised and compleated a strong army in less time than could
be imagin'd; insomuch that to the surprize of the Parliament,
and indeed of all the world, he was in the field before them,
and advanced upon them so fast, that he met them two thirds
onward of his way to London, and gave them battle at Edge-hill
near Banbury.

But the fate of the war turning afterward against the king,
the weight of it fell heavy upon this town aso, and almost
ruin'd them.

But they are now fully recover'd, and it is at this time one of
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the most flourishing towns in England: The walls and gates
are yet standing, but useless, and the old castle is gone to ruin,
as is the case of almost all the old castles in England.

It should not be forgotten here, that notwithstanding the
healthyness of the place, one blot lies upon the town of Shrews-
bury, and which, tho' nothing can be charg'd on the inhabitants,
yet it seems they are the most obliged when 'tis least spoken of;
namely, that here broke out first that unaccountable plague,
call'd the sweating sickness; which at first baffled all the sons
of art, and spread itself through the whole kingdom of England:
This happen'd in the year 1551. It afterwards spread itself into
Germany, and several countries abroad; But | do not remember
that it was ever in Spain or in Italy.

Here is an ancient free-school, the most considerable in this
part of England; built and endow'd by Queen Elizabeth, with
a very sufficient maintainance for a chief or head-master, and
three under-masters or ushers. The buildings are very spacious,
and particularly the library is a fine building, and has a great
many booksinit; but | saw nothing curious or rare among them,
and no manuscripts. The school-masters have aso very handsome
houses to dwell in.

There was a fine school here before, erected by the towns-
people, and maintain'd several years by their contribution, and
some endowments also it had. But the queen being sensible of
the good design of the inhabitants, took the matter into her
own hands, and built the whole fabrick new from the ground,
endowing it liberally out of her own royal bounty.

Here | was shew'd a very visible and remarkable appearance
of the great antient road or way call'd Watling-Street, which
comes from London to this town, and goes on from hence to
the utmost coast of Wales; where it crossd the Severn, there
are remains of a stone bridge to be seen in the bottom of the
river, when the water is low. On this road we set out now tor
Litchfield in our way towards London; and | would gladly have
kept to this old road, if it had been possible, because | knew
several remarkable places stood directly upon it. But we were
oblig'd to make many excursions, and sometimes quit the
street for a great way together: And first we left it to go away
south to the edge of Stafford-shire, to see the old house call'd
White Ladies, and the royal oak, the famous retreat of king
Charles| | . after the Battle of Worcester. Thetreeis surrounded
with a palisadoe, to preserve it from the fate which threatned
it from curiosity; for almost every body that came to see it
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for several years, carry'd away a piece of it, so that the tree was
litterally in danger not to dye of age, but to be pull'd limb from
limb; but the veneration of that kind is much abated, and as
the palisadoes are more decay'd than the tree, the latter seems
likely to stand safe without them; as for the house, there is
nothing remarkable in it; but it being a house always inhabited
by Roman Catholicks, it had and perhaps has still some rooms
so private in it, that in those times could not have been dis-
cover'd without pulling down the whole buildings.

Entring Stafford-shire we quitted the said Street-way, alittle
to the left, to se Stafford the county town, and the most
considerable except Litchfield in the county. In the way we
were surpriz'd in a most agreeable manner, passing thro' a small
but ancient town call'd Penkrige, vulgarly Pankrage, where
happen'd to be a fair. We expected nothing extraordinary;
but was | say surpriz'd to see the prodigious number of horses
brought hither, and those not ordinary and common draught-
horses, and such kinds as we generally see at country-fairs
remote from London: But here were really incredible numbers of
the finest and most beautiful horses that can any where be seen;
being brought hither from Y orkshire, the bishoprick of Durham,
and all the horse-breeding countries: We were told that there
were not less than an hundred jockies and horse-kopers, as they
call them there, from London, to buy horses for sale. Also an
incredible number of gentlemen attended with their grooms to
buy gallopers, or race-horses, for their Newmarket sport. In
a word, | believe | may mark it for the greatest horse-fair in
the world, for horses of value, and especialy those we call
saddle-horses. There are indeed greater fairs for coach-horses,
and draught horses; though here were great numbers of fine
large stone horses for coaches, & c. too. But for saddle-horses,
for the light saddle, hunters, pads, and racers, | believe the
world cannot match this fair.

We staid 3 days here to satisfy our curiosity, and indeed the
sight was very agreeable, to see what vast stables of horses
there were, which never were brought out or shewn in the fait.
How dextrous the northern grooms and breeders are in their
looking after them, and ordering them: Those fellows take
such indefatigable pains with them, that they bring them out
like pictures of horses, not a hair amiss in them; they lye
constantly in the stables with them, and feed them by weight
and measure; keep them so clean, and so fine, | mean in their
bodies, as well as their outsides, that, in short, nothing can be
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more nice. Her e were several horses sold for 150 guineas a horse;
but then they were such as were famous for the breed, and known
by their race, almost as well as the Arabians know the geneal ogy
of their horses.

From hence we came in two hours easy riding to Stafford,
on the River Sow; 'tisan old and indeed antient town, and gives
name to the county; but we thought to have found something
more worth going so much out of the way in it. The town is
however neat and well built, and is lately much encreasd; nay,
as some say, grown rich by the cloathing trade, which they have
fallen into but within the reach of the present age, and which
has not enrich'd this town only, but Tamworth also, and all the
country round.

The people of this county have been particularly famous,
and more than any other county in England, for good footman-
ship, and there have been, and still are among them, some of
the fleetest runners in England; which | do not grant to be
occasion'd by any particular temperature of the air or soil, so
much as to the hardy breed of the inhabitants, especially in
the moorlands or northern part of the county, and to their
exercising themselves to it from their child-hood; for running
foot-races seems to be the general sport or diversion of the
country.

Near Staiford we saw Ingestre, where the late Walter Chet-
wynd, Esq; built or rather rebuilt a very fine church at his own
charge, and where the late Lord Chetwynd has with a profusion
of expence laid out the finest park and gardens that are in all
this part of England, and which, if nothing else was to be seen
thisway, are very well worth atraveller's curiosity.

I am now at the utmost extent of my limits for this circuit;
for Ingestre Parks reach to the very banks of the Trent, which
| am not to pass; so | turn'd to the right, and intending for
Litchfield, in the way we saw Beaudesert, a famous old seat,
said to be built by Hugh Lupus, Earl of Chester: The name
indeed intimates it to be of Norman or French original; at
present it is in the honourable family of the Pagets, and the
Lord Paget is also Baron of Beaudesert. The park is very fine,
and its situation exceeding pleasant, but the house is antient;
inthepark is afamous piece of antiquity, viz. alarge entrench'd
camp or fortification, surrounded with a double trench, very
large and deep; but the inhabitants can give no account of it,
that isworth notice.

From hence 'tis about four or five miles to Litchfield, a city,
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and the principal, next to Chester, of all the N.W. part of
England; neither indeed is there any other, but this and
Coventry, in the whole road from London to Carlide on the
edge of Scotland.

Here we came into the great Lancashire and Cheshire road,
or the N.W. road from London, which passng thro' this city
from Warrington Bridge in Cheshire, falls into the Watling-
street road, mention'd before, about three miles S.E. from the
town, and crossss another antient causway or road, call'd
Ickneild-street, about a mile out of the city; so that Litchfield
lies as it were at the joining of all those great roads.

Litchfield is a fine, neat, well-built, and indifferent large city;
there is a little lake or lough of water in the middle of it, out
of which runs a small stream of water, which soon becomes
alittlerivulet, and savethat it has but 4 or 5 milesto the Trent,
Would soon become a river; This lake parts Litchfield, as it
were, into two cities, one is call'd the town, and the other the
closg; in the first is the market-place, a fine school, and a very
handsome hospital well-endow'd. This part is much the largest
and most populous. But the other is the fairest, has the best
buildings in it, and, among the rest, the cathedral-church, one
of the finest and most beautiful in England, especially for the
outside, the form and figure of the building, the carv'd work'd,
imagery, and the three beautiful spires, the like of which are
not to be seen in one church, no not in Europe.

There are two fine causways which join the city and the close,
with duices to let the water pass but those were cut thro' in
the time of the late intestine wars in England; and the closs,
which is waird about, and was then fortify'd for the king, was
very strong, and stood out several vigorous attacks against
Cromwell's men, and was not at last taken without great loss
of blood on both ddes, being gallantly defended to the last
drop, and taken by storm.

There are in the close, besdes the houses of the clergy resi-
dentiaries, a great many very well-built houses and well
inhabited too; which makes Litchfield a place of good con-
versation and good company, above all the towns in this county
or the next, | mean Warwickshire or Darbyshire.

The description of this church would take up much time,
and reguires a very nice observer. The se is very antient,
and was once archiepiscopal, and Eadulp the archbishop was
metropolitan of all the kingdom of the Mercians and East
Angles, but it did not hold it; then it suffered another diminution,
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by having the see of Chester taken away, which was once part
of this of Litchfield.

They told us here a long story of St. Chad, formerly bishop
of this church, and how he liv'd in a little hovel or cell in the
church-yard, instead of a bishop's palace: But the bishops, since
that time, have, | suppose, thought better of it, and make shift
with a very fine palace in the closs, and the residentiaries live
inproportiontoit.

They have another legendary story also at Litchfield; namely,
that a thousand poor people being instructed in the Christian
faith by the care of OffaKing of the Mercians, were all martyr'd
here in onefield by the Pagans, and that in the field where they
were so murder'd, King Oswy of Northumberland caused a
great church to be built; and from thence the city bears for its
device, a landskip, or open field, with mangled carcasses lying
dispersd about init, asif murder'd and left unburied: But this
| take as | find it.

The church | say is indeed a most beautiful building; the
west prospect of it is charming, the two spires on the corner
towers being in themselves perfect 'beauties of architect, in
the old Gothic way of building, but made still more shining and
glorious by athird spire, which rising from the main tower in
the body of the church, surmounts the other two, and shews
itself exactly between them.

It is not easy to describe the beauty of the west end; you
enter by three large doors in the porch or portico, which is as
broad as the whole front; the spaces between the doors are
filTd with carv'd work and imagery, no place being void, where
(by the rules of architect) any ornament could be plac'd.

Over the first cornish is a row of statues or images of all the
kings which reign'd in Jerusadem from King David to the
captivity; but | cannot say that they are all sufficiently distin-
guished one from another: Above there are other images, without
number, whose names no account (I could meet with there)
could explain.

The great window over the middle door is very large, and
the pediment over it finely adorn'd, a large cross finishing the
top of it; on either corner of the west front are two very fine
towers, not unlike the two towers on the west end of St. Peter's
Church at Westminster, only infinitely finer: Even with the
battlement of the porch, and adjoining to the towers, are
large pinnacles at the outer angles, and on the top of the towers
are to each tower eight more, very beautiful and fine; between
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these pinnacles, on the top;of each tower, rises a spire equal in
height, in thickness, and in workmanship, but so beautiful no
pen can describe them.

The imagery and carv'd work on the front, as above, hes
auffer'd much in the late unhappy times; and they told us the
cross over the west window was frequentg/ shot at by the rude
soldiers; but that they could not shoot it down, which however
they do not say was miraculous.

The insde of the church dso suffer'd very much, but it has
been very well repaired since the Restoration, as well by the
famous Bishop Hacket, as by the bounty of several noble and
generous  benefactors.

The Monasticon makes mention of a shrine given here for
the holy St. Chad, or St. Cedda, which cost 2000001. but | con-
ceive that to smell as much of the legend, as the miracles of
St. Chad himsalf; dnce such a gift at that time must be equa
to two millions of our money.

They tell usthe main spire of this church is, from the ground,
385 foot, and the two spires a the angles of the west end
each 260.

From Litchfield we cameto Tamworth, afine pleasant trading
town, eminent for good de and good compgg/, of the middlingf
sort; from whence we came into the grest road again at Coleshil
in Warwickshire.

This is a small but very handsome market-town; it chiefly,
if not wholly beongs to the Lord Digby, who is lord of the
mannor, if not real owner of amogt all the houses in the town,
and as that noble person is at present a little on the wrong side
as to the government, not having taken the oahs to King
George, so the whole town are so eminently that way too, that
they told me there was but one family of Whiggs, asthey cali'd
them, in the whole town, and they hoped to drive them out of
the ﬁlacetoo very quickly.

The late incumbent of this parish quitted his living, which
is very considerable, because he would not take the oaths, and
his sucoessr was the famous———who, when | wes there,
was newly proscribe by proclamation, and the reward of 1000/.
order'd to whoever should apprehend him; so ther ingructors
being such, 'tis no wonder the pegple have falow'd ther leader.

From Cdles-hill we cameto Coventry, the 9ger city to Litch-
fidd, and join'd in thetitle of the seg which was for somelittle
time seated here, but afterwardsreturned to Litchfield.

It was a very unhappy time when | first came to this city;
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for their heats and animosities for election of members to serve
in Parliament, were carry'd to such a hight, that all manner of
method being laid aside, the inhabitants (in short) enraged at
one another, met, and fought a pitch'd battle in the middle of
the street, where they did not take up the breadth of the street,
as two rabbles of people would generally do; in which case no
more could engage, but so many as the breadth of the street
would admit in the front; but, on the contrary, the two parties
meeting in the street, one party kept to one side of the way,
and one side to the other, the kennel in the middle only parting
them, and so marching as if they intended to pass by one
another, 'till the front of one party was come opposite to the
reer of the other, and then suddenly facing to one another,
and making a long front, where their flanks were before, upon
ashout given, as the signal on both sides, they fell on with such
fury with clubs and staves, that in an instant the kennel was
cover'dwith them, not with slain, but with such aswere knock'd
down on both sides, and, in a word, they fought with such
obstinacy that 'tis scarce credible.

Nor were these the scum and rabble of the town, but in
short the burgesses and chief inhabitants, nay even magistrates,
aldermen, and the like.

Nor was this one skirmish a decision of the quarrel, but it
held for several weeks, and they had many such fights; nor is
the matter much better among them to this day, only that the
occasion does not happen so often.

Coventry is alarge and populous city, and drives a very great
trade; the manufacture of tammies is their chief employ, and
next to that weaving of ribbons of the meanest kind, chiefly
black* The buildings are very old, and in some places much
decay'd; the city may be taken for the very picture of the city
of London, on the south side of Cheapside before the Great Fire;
the timber-built houses, projecting forwards and towards one
another, till in the narrow streets they were ready to touch one
another at the top.

The tale of the Lady Godiva, who rode naked thro' the High
Street of the city to purchase her beloved city of Coventry
exemption from taxes, is held for so certain a truth, that they
will not have it question'd upon any account whatever; and the
picture of the poor fellow that peep'd out of window to see her,
isstill kept up, looking out of agarret in the High Street of the
city:I IBut Mr. Cambden says positively no body look'd at her
at a
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There are eleven churches in this city; but three of them are
particular ornaments to it, having fine high spires, after the
manner of those at Litchfield, but nothing like them for the
beauty of the building. Here is no cathedral, as some have
faldy said, neither is the great church, so call'd, either collegiate
or conventual.

It was indeed a monastry or priory, and, as has been said, the
bishop's s was remov'd from Chester hither, but no cathedral
was built, for the change was not continued, and the se was
soon remov'd to Litchfield, where it continues to this day.

Y et this city contended a great while for it indeed, but could
not carry it. In King Henry 8th's time, the priory being dis-
solve, the church which they would have call'd a cathedral,
was reduced to a private parish-church, and continues so to
this day; 'tis an archdeaconry indeed, and the bishop is stiled
Bishop of Litchfield and Coventry.

From Coventry we could by no means pass the town of
Warwick, the distance too being but about six miles, and a
very pleasant way on the banks of the River Avon: 'Tis famous
for being the residence of the great Guy Earl of Warwick, known
now only by fame, which also has said so much more than the
truth of him, that even what was true is become a kind of
romance, and the real history of his actions is quite lost to
the world.

That there was such a man, no body (I find) makes a question,
any more than they do that half of what is said of him is fable
and fiction; but be that as it will, they show us here his castle,
his helmet, his sword, and tell abundance of things of him,
which have some appearance of history, tho' not much authority
to support them; so | leave that part to the curious searchers
into antiquity, who may consult Mr. Cambden, Rous, Dugdale,
and other antiquaries on that subject, who tell us the castle
was built before our Saviour's time, and has been a place of great
consideration ever since.

Astothetown of Warwick, it isreally afinetown, pleasantly
situated on the bank of the Avon, over which thereisa largeand
stately bridge, the Avon being now grown a pretty large river,
Warwick was ever eteem'd a handsome, well-built town, and
there were several good housss in it, but the face of it is now
quite alter'd; for having been almost wholly reduc'd to a heap
of rubbish, by a terrible fire about two and twenty years ago,
it is now rebuilt in so noble and so beautiful a manner, that few
towns in England make so fine an appearance. The new church
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dsoisafinebuilding, but all the old monuments, which were

very many, are entirely defac'd, and lost by the fire: However

the memory and even the figure of 'em are eminently preserv'd

Fyé}/lr. Dugdale, in his Antiquities of this county, to which
refer.

The cadtle is afinebuilding, beautiful both by situation and
its decoration; it sands on a solid rock of freestone, from
whose bowes it may be said to be built, aslikewise is the whole
town; the terrass of the castie, like that of Windsor, overlooks
a beautiful country, and ses the Avon running at the foot of
the f)reci pice, at above 50 foot perpendicular hight: the buildin
is old, but severa times repair'd and beautify'd by its sever
owners, and 'tis now a very agreegble place both within and
without: the apartments are very nicely contrived, and the
communication of the remotest parts of the building, one with
another, are so well presarved by galeries, and by the great
hall, which is very magnificent, that one finds no irregularity
in the whole place, notwithstanding its ancient plan, as it was
acadtle not a palace, and built for strength rather than pleasure.

The posesson of this cadtle is now in the family of Grevil
Lord Brook, but the honour and possesson is separated, and
hes been for some time; the ancient family of Beauchamp, or
Bello Campo, E. of Warwick, held it for many from whom
'tis now descended to the Earls of Holland, who are Earls of
Holland and dso of Warwick. But this by theway.

Here we saw the antient cell or hermitage, where they sy
the famous Guy Earl of Warwick ended his days in a private
retreat for his devotion, and is from him cal'd Guy Gift, by
others Gibclift; 'tis now, as Mr. Cambden gives an account,
which Mr. Dugdae dso confirms, the pleasant seet of an antient
Norman family of the name of De Beau-foe, whose posterity
remain there, and in severd other parts of the county, retaining
the latter part of their srname, but without the former to this
day. Mr. Dugdae gives the monuments of them, and it appears
they removed hither, on account of some marriage, from Seyton
in Rutlandshire, where they were lords of the mannor, and
patrons of the church, and where severd of the name aso still
remain.

Being at Warwick, | took a short circuit thro' the S.E. part
of the county, resolving after viewing alittle the places of note,
that lay something out of my intended rout, to come back to
the same place

Three miles from Warwick we passd over the Foss Way,
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which goes on to Leicester; then we came by Southam to
Daventry, a consderable market town, but which subsists
chiefly by the great concourse of travellers on the old Watling-
street way, which Hes neer it; and the road being turned by
modern usage lies now thro' the town itself, then runs on to
Dunsmore Heath, where it croses the Foss and one branch
goes on to Coventry, the other joins the Foss, and goes on to a
place call'd High-Cross, where it fals into the old Watling-
street again, and both meet again neer Litchfield.
It is a mogt pleasant curiosity to observe the course of these
old famous highways; the Icknild Way, the Watling-street,
and the Foss, in which one sass <0 lively a representation of the
antient British, Roman and Saxon governments, that one
cannot help reallizing those times to the imagination; and tho'
| avoid meddling with antiquity as much as posshble in this
work, yet in this case a circuit or tour thro' England would be
very imperfect, if | should take no notice of these ways, seeing
in tracing them we necessarily come to the principal towns,
either that are or have been in every county.
From Daventry we crossd the country to Northamlpton, the
handsomest and best built townin all this part of England; but
here, asat Warwick, the beauty of it isowing to itsown disasters,
for it wes so effectualy and suddenly burnt down, that very
few houses were left standing, and this, tho' the fire began in
the day-time; the flame ds0 spread itself with such fury, and
run on with such terrible soeed, that they tell us a townsman
being at Queen's Cross upon ahill, on the south Sde of the town,
about two miles off, saw the fire a one end of the town then
newly begun, and that before he could get to the town it was
burning at the remotest end, opposite to that there he first saw
it; 'tis now finely rebuilt with brick and stone, and the streets
made spacious and wide.
The great new church, the town-hall, the jayl, and all their
ublic buildi n%s, are the finest in any country town in England,

eing all new built: But he took very little notice of North-
amcﬁton, or rather had never seen it, who told us of a cathedral,
a chapter-house and a cloyster.

The great inn a the George, the corner of the High Street,
looks more like a paace than an inn, and cogt above 20001.
building; and so generous was the owner, that, aswe weretold,
when he had builtit, he gave it to the poor of the town*

This is counted the center of all the horsemarkets and
horsefairsin England, there being here no less than four fairs
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in a year: Here they buy horses of all sorts, as well for the
saddle as for the coach and cart, but chiefly for the two
latter.

Near this town is the ancient royal house of Holmby, which
was formerly in great esteem, and by its situation is capable of
being made a royal palace indeed. But the melancholy reflection
of the imprisonment of King Charles the First in this house,
and his being violently taken hence again by the mutinous
rebels, has cast a kind of odium upon the place, so that it has
been, as it were, forsaken and uninhabited. The house and
estate has been lately purchas'd by the Dutchess of Marlborough;
but we do not see that the house is like to be built or repair'd, as
was at first discours'd; on the contrary it goes daily to decay.

The Earl of Sunderland's house at Althorp, on the other
hand, has within these few years changed its face to the other
extreme, and had the late earl liv'd to make some new apart-
ments, which, as we were told, were design'd as two large wings
to the buildings, it would have been one of the most magnificent
palaces in Europe. The gardens are exquisitely fine, and add, if
it be possible, to the natural beauty of the situation.

From hence we went north to Harborough, and in the way,
in the midst of the deep dismal roads, the dirtyest and worst
in all that part of the country, we saw Boughton, the noble seat
of the Duke of Mountague, a house built at the cost and by the
fancy of the late duke, very much after the model of the Palace
of Versailles; the treble wings projecting and expanded, forming
a court or space wider and wider, in proper stades, answerable
to the wings, the body of the house closing the whole view.

The pavillions are also after the manner of Versailles; the
house itself is very large and magnificent, but the situation
facing so beautiful a park adds to the glory of it; the park is
walPd round with brick, and so finely planted with trees, and
in such an excellent order, as | saw nothing more beautiful, no
not in ltaly itself, except that the walks of trees were not
orange and limon, and citron, asitisin Naples, and the Abruzzo,
and other southern parts of Italy.

Here they shew'd us a petrifying spring, and told us so many
stories of its turning every thing that was laid in it into stone,
that we began to discredit the tale as fabulous; but | have been
assur'd, that the water of this spring does really petrify, and that
in such a manner as deserves the observation of the curious.

From hence we went on to Harborough intending to go
forward to Leicester; but curiosity turn'd us west a little to
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$e an old town call'd Lutterworth, famous for being the birth-
place of honest John Wickliff, thefirst preacher of the Reforma-
tion in England, whose disciples wer e afterwards called Lollards;
when we came there we saw nothing worth notice, nor did the
people, as | could find, so much as know in general, that this
great man was born amongst them.

Being thus got a little out of our way, we went on with it,
and turning into the great Watling-street way, at High Cross,
where the Foss crosses it, and which | suppose occasoned the
name, we kept on the street way to Non-Eaton, a manufacturing
town on the River Anker, and then to Atherstone, a town
famous for a great cheee fair on the 8th of September; from
whence the great cheee factors carry the vast quantities of
cheee they buy to Sturbridge Fair, which begins about the
same time, but holds much longer; and here 'tis sold again for
the supply of the counties of Essex, Suffolk, and Norfolk.

From Atherston we turn'd N. to see Bosworth-Field, famous
for the great battle which put an end to the usurpation of
Richard I I I . and to the long and bloody contention between
the red roxe and the white, or the two royal housss of York
and Lancaster, which, as fame tells us, had cos the lives of
eleven princes, three and twenty earls and dukes, three thousand
noblemen, knights, and gentlemen, and two hundred thousand
of the common people: They shew'd us the spot of ground where
the battle was fought, and at the town they shew'd us several
pieces of swords, heads of lances, barbs of arrows, pieces of
pole-axes, and such like instruments of death, which they said
were found by the country people in the several grounds near
the place of battle, as they had occason to dig, or trench, or
plough up the ground.

Having satisfy'd our curiosity in these points, we turn'd east
towards Leicester. The E. of Stamford has a good old hunting
seat on this sde of the country, call'd Bradgate, and a fine
park at Grooby; but they were too much out of our way, so we
came on through a fine forest to Leicester.

Leicester is an ancient large and populous town, containing
about five parishes, 'tis the capital of the county of Leicester,
and stands on the River Soar, which rises not far from that
High Cross | mention'd before: They have a considerable
manufacture carry'd on here, and in several of the market towns
round foe weaving of stockings by frames; and one would scarce
think it possble so small an article of trade could employ such
multitudes of people as it does; for the whole county seems to
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be employ'd in it: as aso Nottingham and Darby, of which
hereafter.

Warwickshire and Northamptonshire are not so full of
antiquities, large towns, and gentlemens seats, but this county
of Leicester is as empty. The whole county seems to be taken
up in country business, such as the manufacture above, but
particularly in breeding and feeding cattle; the largest sheep
and horses in England are found here, and hence it comes to
pass too, that they are in consequence a vast magazine of wool
for the rest of the nation; even most of the gentlemen are grasiers,
and in some places the grasiers are so rich, that they grow
gentlemen: ‘tis not an uncommon thing for grasiers here to
rent farms from 500/. to two thousand pounds a year rent.

The sheep bred in this county and Lincolnshire, which joins
to it, are, without comparison, the largest, and bear not only
the greatest weight of flesh on their bones, but aso the greacest
fleeces of wool on their backs of any sheep of England: nor is
the fineness of the wool abated for the quantity; but as 'tis
the longest staple, (so the clothiers call it) so 'tis the finest
wool in the whole island, some few places excepted, such as
Lemster in Herefordshire, the South Downs in Sussex, and
such little places, where the quantity is small and insignificant,
compar'd to this part of the country; for the sheep-breeding
country reaches from the River Anker on the border of War-
wickshire to the Humber at the farthest end of Lincolnshire,
which is near a hundred miles in length, and from the bank
of Trent in Lincoln and Leicestershire, to the bank of Ouse
bordering Bucks, Bedford, Cambridge, and Huntingdonshires,
above sixty miles in breadth.

These are the funds of sheep which furnish the city of London
with their large mutton in so incredible a quantity: There are
indeed a few sheep of a large breed, which are brought up from
Rumney Marsh, and the adjoining low grounds in Kent and
Sussex, but they are but few, and indeed scarce worth naming,
compar'd to the vast quantity, which are produced in these
counties.

The horses produced here, or rather fed here, are the largest
in England, being generally the great black coach horses and
dray horses, of which so great a number are continually brought
up to London, that one would think so little a spot as this of
Leicestershire could not be able to supply them: Nor indeed
are they all bred in this county, the adjoining counties of
Northampgg)ln and Bedford having of late come into the same

11—G
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business, but the chief supply is from this county, from whence
the other counties rather buy them and feed them up, as jockeys
and chapmen, than breed them up from their beginning.

In the south west part of the country rise four consderable
second rate rivers, which run every one a directly contrary
course in a most remarkable manner.

1. The Avon, which runs by Rugby, and goes away to
Warwick; SOUTH WEST.

2. The Soar, which runs by Leicester, and goes away to the
Trent; NORTH EAST.

3. The Anker, which runs by Nun-Eaton, and goes away to
Tamworth; NORTH WEST.

4. The Welland, which runs by Harborough, and goes away
to Stamford; SOUTH WEST.

| should not pass over this just remark of the town, or, as
Mr. Cambden cdls it, city of Leicester, namely, that as it was
formerly a very strong and well fortify'd town, being situated
to great advantage for strength, the river compassng it half
about, so it was again fortify'd in the late unhappy wars, and
being garrison'd by the Parliament forces, was assaulted by the
Roydlists, and being obstinately defended, was taken sword in
hand, with a great daughter, and not without the loss dso of
severd of the inhabitants, who too rashly concern'd themselves
in opposing the conquerors. They preserve here a most remark-
able piece of anthwty, being a ece of mosaick work at the
bottom of a cellar; 'tis the story of Actaeon, and his being kill'd
by hisown hounds, wrought as J)a/ement in a mogt exquisite
manner; the dones are small, and of only two colours, white
and brown, or chesnut, and very small.

The great Henry Duke of Lancaster, and the earl his father

e both bury'd in this town, in the hospital church, without

the south gate, which church and hospital dso the said duke
was the founder of; but there is no monument to be found that
shews the particular place of their interment.

The Foss Way leads us from hence through the eastern and
north east part of the county, and particularly through the
vale of Belvoir, or, asit is commonly cal'd, of Bever, to Newark
in Nottinghamshire: In all this long tract we pess a rich and
fertile country, fruitful fields, and the noble River Trent, for
twenty miles together, often in our view; the towns of Mount
Sorrel, Loughborough, Melton Mowbray, and Waltham in the
Would, that isto say, on the Downs; all these are market towns,
bat of no great note
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Belvoir Cadtle isindeed anoble situation, tho' on avery high
precipice; 'tis the antient seet of the Dukes of Rutland, afamily
risen by just degress to an immense state both of honour and
wealth. | shall mention the house again in my return out of
Lincolnshire.

At Newark one can hardly se without regret the ruins of
that famous castle, which maintain'd itself through the whole
Civil War in England, and keeping a strong garrison there for
the king to the last, cut off the greatest pass into the north that
is in the whole kingdom; nor was it ever taken, 'till the nggs
pressd by the calamity of his &ffairs, put himself into the h
of the Scots army, which lay beforeit, and then commanded the
governor to deliver it up, after which it was demolished, that the
great road might lye open and free; and it remains in rubbish
to this day. Newark is a very handsome well-built town, the
market place anoble square, and the church islarge and spacious,
with a curious spire, which, were not Grantham so near, might
pess for the finest and highest in all this part of England: The
Trent divides itself here, and makes an island, and the bridges
lead just to the foot of the castle wall; so that while this place
was In the hands of any party, there was no travelling but by
their leave; But all the travelling into the north at that time
was by Nottingham Bridge, of which by itself.

From Newark, still keeping the Foss Way, which lies as
strait as a line can mark it out, we went on to Lincoln, having
aview of the great church call'd the minster all the way before
us, the River Trent on the left, and the downs call'd Lincoln
Heath o? theright. o d A and still

Lincolnisanantient, ragged, decay'd, and still decaying city;
itis <o full of the ruins of monasteries and religious houses, that,
in short, the very barns, stables, out-houses, and, as they shew'd
me, some of the very hog-styes, were built church-fashion;
that is to say, with stone walls and arch'd windows and doors.
There are here 13 churches, but the meanest to look on that are
any where to be seen; the cathedral indeed and the ruins of the
old castle are very venerable pieces of antiquity.

The situation of the city Is very particular; one part is on
the flat and in a bottom, so that the Wittham, a little river
that runs through the town, flows sometimesinto the street, the
other part lies upon the top of a high hill, where the cathedra
stands, and the very steepest part of the ascent of the hill is
the best part of the city for trade and business.

Nothing is more troublesome than the communication of the
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upper and lower town, the street is so steep and so strait, the
coaches and horses are oblig'd to fetch a compass another way,
as well on one hand as on the other.

The River Wittham, which as | said runs thro' the city, is
arch'd over, so that you s nothing of it as you go thro' the
main street; but it makes a large lake on the west sde, and has
a canal, by which it has a communication with the Trent, by
which means the navigation of the Trent is made useful for
trade to the city; this canal is called the Foss-dike.

There are some very good buildings, and a great deal of very
good company, in the upper city, and several families of gentle-
men have houses there, besdes those of the prebendaries and
other clergy belonging to the cathedral.

This cathedral isin itself a very noble structure, and is counted
very fine, though | thought it not equal to some that | have
already describ'd, particularly not to that at Litchfield: Its
situation indeed is infinitely more to advantage, than any
cathedral in England, for it is ssen far and wide; it stands
upon an exceeding high hill, and is seen into five or six
counties.

The building in general is very noble, and the church itself
is very large; it has a double cross one in the nave or center on
which the great tower stands, and one at the east end of the
choir, under which are several antient monuments; the length
of the church is near 500 foot, the breadth 126; so that it is
much larger than that at Litchfield; but the spires on the towers
at the angles of the west end are mean, small, and low, and not
to be nam'd with those at Litchfield: The tower aso is very
plain, and has only four very ill-proportion'd spires, or rather
pinnacles, at the four corners small and very mean.

As the church is very large, so the revenue of the bishoprick
is large also, and was formerly immensely great, as may be seen
by the Monasticotij where there is an astonishing account of the
wealth of the place.

The church, as it is the seat of the bishoprick, is not antient,
the se being remov'd, snce the Norman Conquest, from
Dorchester, a little town in Oxfordshire, on the River Thames,
not far from Tame, of which | have spoken in its place; but
the city is antient, and the ruins of it tell us as much; it was
certainly aflourishingcity in the time of the Romans, and con-
tinued so after the fall of their empire.

Mr. Cambden saysKing Vortimer, that valiant Britain, dy'd
here, and was bury'd in the church of the great monastery; but
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we see nothing of his remains in the cathedral, for that was not
built 'till several ages after.

The city was a large and flourishing place at the time of the
Norman Conquest, tho' neither the castle or the great church
were then built; there were then three and fifty parish churches
in it, of which | think only thirteen remain; the chief extent
of the city then was from the foot of the hill south, and from
the lake or lough which is call'd Swanpool east; and by the
Domesday Book they tell us it must be one of the greatest cities
in England, whence perhaps that old English proverbial line:

Lincoln was, London is, and York shall be

It is certain William the Conqueror built the castle, and, as
'tis said, to curb the potent citizens; and the ruins show that
it was a most magnificent work, well fortify'd, and capable of
receiving a numerous garrison.

The bishoprick of Lincoln at that time contain'd all that now
is contain'd in the diocesses of Ely, Peterborough, and Oxford,
besides what is now the diocess of Lincoln: and 'tisstill the largest
diocess, tho' not of the greatest revenue, in England; containing
the several counties of Lincoln, Leicester, Huntingdon, Bedford,
Bucks, and part of Hertford; and in them 1255 parishes, whereof
577 are impropriations; and there are in this bounds six arch-
deacons, viz. Lincoln, Leicester, Bedford, Buckingham, Stow,
and Huntington. This see, tho' of no longer date than since the
conquest, has produced to the Church and State

Three Saints,

One Cardinal, (namely Wolsey)
Six Lord Chancellors,

One Lord Treasurer,

One Lord Privy Sedl,

Four Chancellors of Oxford,
Two ditto, of Cambridge.

Here was the famous battle fought between the friends of
the Empress Maud, mother to Henry 11 . and King Stephen, in
which that magnanimous prince was overthrown and taken
prisoner.

But all this relates to times past, and is an excursion, which
| shall attone for by making no more. Such is the present state
of Lincoln, that it isan old dying, decay'd, dirty city; and except
that part, which, as above, lies between the castle and the



A DEFOE'S TOUR

church, on the top of the hill, it is scarce tolerable to call it
a city.

Yet it gandsin a mog rich, pleasant, and agresable country;
for on the north, and again on the south ead, the nable plain,
cal'd Lincoln Heath, extends itsdf, like the plains about
Salisoury, for above fifty miles namey, from Sedford and
Ancase south to the bank of the Humber north, tho' not
with a breadth equal to the vagt dretch'd out length; for the
plain is hardly any where above three or four miles broad.

On the wes dde of this plain, the Trent waters a pleasant
and rich valley, running from Newark to Gainsborough, a town
ofgxﬁ trade, as well foreign as home trade, thence to Burton,
and so into the Humber.

As the middle of the country is all hilly, and the west dde
low, 90 the eas dde is the riches, mog fruitful, and begt
cultivated of any county in England, o far from London; one
part is all fen or marsh grounds and extends itsdf south to the
Ide of Ely, and here it is that so vagt a quantity of shep are
fed, as makes this county and that of Leicester an inexhaudible
fountain of wod for all the manufacturing counties in England.

There are abundance of very good towns too in this part,
espedialy on the sa coag, as Grimsoy, in the utmost point of
the county north esst, fadng the Humber and the ocean, and
amog opposte to Hull: a little farther within Humber is
Barton, a town noted for nothing that | know of, but an ill-
favoured dangerous passage, or ferry, over the Humber to Hull;
where in an boat, In which we had about fifteen horsss
and ten or twelve cons mingled with about seventean or eighteen
passnga's cal'd Chrigians we were about four hours tossd
about on the Humber, before we could get into the harbour at
Hull; whether | was ssarsck or not, is not worth notice, but
that wewere all 9ck of the passage, any one may supposs and
particularly | was o uneesy at it, that | chose to go round by
York, rather than return to Barton, at leas for that time.

Grimsby is a good town, but | think 'tis but an indifferent
road for shipping; and in the great sorm, (ann. 1703) it was
proved to be 0, for dmog all the ships that lay in Grimsby
road were driven from their anchars and many of them log.

Here within land we s Brigg upon the River Ankam, Cagtor,
Louth, Horncastle, Bolingbroke, Spilsby, Wainflegt, and Boston;
As these are all, except the last, inland towns, they afford little
remarkable, only to Intimate that all this country is employed
in hushandry, in breading and feading innumerable droves and
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flocks of black cattle and sheep: Indeed | should not have
sad black cattle. |1 should have call'd them red cattle; for it
was remarkable, that amost all their cows for 50 miles together
are red, or py'd red and white, and consequently all the cattle
raised there, are the same;, what they fesd which are brought
from other counties, (for the fens feed infinite numbers which
they buy from other places); that (I say) is another case

The Fen Country begins about Wainfleet, which is within
twenty miles of Grimsby, and extends itself to the Idle of Ely
south, and to the grounds oppositeto L ynn Regisin Norfolk eedt.

Thispart isindeed very properly call'd Holland, for 'tisa flat,
level, and often drowned country, like Holland itself; here the
very ditches are navigable, and the people ﬁess from town to
town in boats, asin Holland: Here we had the uncouth musick
of the bittern, a bird formerly counted ominous and presaging,
and who, as fame tells us, (but as | bdieve no knows)
thrustsits bill into areed, and then gives the dull, heavy groan
or sound, like a sigh, which it does so loud, that with a degp
baxe, like the sound of a gun a a great distance, 'tis heard
two or three miles, (say the people) but perhaps not quite so far.

Here we first saw Boston, a handsome well-built sea port
town, at the mouth of the River Wittham. The tower of this
churchis, without question, the largest and highest in England,;
and, asit stands in a country, which (they (\} has no bottom,
nothing is more strange, than that they should find a foundation
for so noble and lofty a structure; it had no ornament, spire, or
pinnacle on the top, but it is so very high, that few spires in
England, can match it, and is not only beautiful by land, but
is very useful at sato guide pilots into that port, and even into
the mouth of the River Ouse; for in clear weather 'tis seen quite
out at s to the entrance of those channds, which they call
Lynn Degps, and Boston Degps, which are as difficult places as
most upon the whole eastern shore of Britain.

Thetown of Boston isalarge, populous, and well-built town,
full of good merchants, and has a good share of foreign trade,
aswell as Lynn. Here is held one of those annud fairs, which
Prmve the antient title of a Mart, whereof | remember only

our in England of any considerable note, viz. Lynn, Gans-
borough, Beverly, and Boston.

The country round this place is all fenn and marsh grounds,
the land very rich, and which feads prodigious numbers of
large sheep, and adso oxen of the largest Sze, the overplus and
best of which goes all to London market; and from this part,
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as also from the downs or heath above-mentioned, comes the
greatest part of the wool, known, as a distinction for its credit,
because of its fineness, by the name of Lincolnshire Wool;
which is sent in great quantities into Norfolk and Suffolk, for
the manufacturers of those counties, and indeed to several
other of the most trading counties in England.

These fens are indeed very considerable for their extent, for
they reach in length in some places fifty miles, and in breadth
abovethirty: and asthey are solevel that thereisnointerruption
to the sight, any building of extraordinary hight is seen a long
way; for example, Boston steeple is seen upon Lincoln Heath
near thirty miles, Peterborough and Ely minsters are seen almost
throughout thewholelevel, so are the spires of L ynn, Whittlesea,
and Crowland, seen at avery great distance, which adds a beauty
to the country.

From Boston we came on through the fen country to Spalding,
which is another sea port in the level, but standing far within
the land on the River Welland. Here was nothing very remark-
able to be seen as to antiquity, but the ruins of an old famous
monastry, of which the Monasticon gives a particular descrip-
tion. There is a bridge over the Welland, and vessdls of about
fifty or sixty ton may come up to the town, and that is sufficient
for the trade of Spalding, which is chiefly in corn and coal.

We must not pass by Crowland, another place of great
religious antiquity, here being once a famous monastry, the
remains of which are still to be seen: The monks of Crowland
were eminent in history, and a great many stories are told of
the devils of Crowland also, and what conversation they had
with the monks, which tales are more out of date now, than
they were formerly; for they tell us, that in antient times those
things were as certainly believ'd for truths, as if they had been
done before their faces.

There is one thing here that is curious indeed, and very
remarkable, and which is not to be seen in any other place in
Britain, if it be in Europe; namely, a triangular bridge: The
cae is this; The River Welland and another river, or rather
branch from the River Nyne, join together just at Crowland,
and the bridge being fixed at the very point where they join,
stands upon a center in the middle of the united waters, and
then parting into two bridges, lands you one to the right upon
Thorney, and one to the left upon Holland; and yet they tell
usthereisawhirlpool, or bottomless pit, in the middle too; but
that part | s no reason to give credit to.
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The town of Spalding is not large, but pretty well built and
well inhabited; but for the healthyness or pleasantness of it,
| have no more to say than this, that | was very glad when | got
out of it, and out of the rest of the fen country; for 'tis a horrid
air for a stranger to breathe in.

The history of the draining those fens, by a st of gentlemen
call'd the Adventurers, the several laws for securing and pre-
serving the banks, and dividing the lands; how they were
by the extraordinary conflux of waters from all the inland
counties of England frequently overflow'd, and sometimes lay
under water most part of the year; how all the water in this
part of England, which does not run into the Thames, the Trent,
or the Severn, falls together into these low grounds, and empty
themsdlves into the sea by those drains, as thro' a sink; and how
by the skill of these Adventurers, and, at a prodigious expence,
they have cut new channes, and even whole rivers, with par-
ticular drains from one river to another, to carry off the great
flux of waters, when floods or freshes come down either on one
dde or on the other; and how notwithstanding all that hands
could do, or art contrive, yet sometimes the waters do still
prevail, the banks break, and whole levels are overflowed
together; all this, tho' it would be very useful and agreeable
to have it fully and geographically describ'd, yet it would take
up so much room, and be so tedious here, whereyou are expecting
a summary description of things, rather than the history and
reasons of them, that | cannot think of entering any farther
into it.

I have only to add, that these fens of Lincolnshire are of the
same kind with, and contiguous to those already mentioned 