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PREFACE.

-

The present work was undertaken with no higher aim than to
afford some assistance to my young friends preparing for the B. A.
Examination of our University. AsT procoeded in the work the
difliculty and the magnitude of the work beran to stare me in the faco
and I would have given up all thought of editing these hymns, but

AT & Tl gt gigmgom |
IS =ANHa (3714 Figmgorg |
The importance of the study of the Vedas can hardly be exagge-

rated, To a Hindu in particular the study of the Vedas is
essential, for theyv are the basis of all his religious beliefs, and even
all his social practices are referred to thom. Rightly or wrongly
all tho costoms he is called upon to revere have been said to
have derived their authority fiom the Vedas, All his acts and
all his beliefs, at any rate the acts and beliefs of all with whom
he has to deal in this world so far as his social life is concerned,
are incapable of being thoroughly understood and estimated with-
out an attempt to trace them back to their accredited source, the
Vedas, If an educated Hindu is to fulfil the high and noble func-
tion of leading his countrymen to a better state of things in the
matter of belief and conduct, he must understand and explain
how his society has come to be what it is, what are the phases of it
that may be callod primitive and pure and what the accretions of
later and corrupt ages. Tor all this and more he cannot afford to
he ignorant of the oldest treasures of his country.

To the student of history the Vedas are an invaluable help.
Thoy are the oldest productions of man and as such entitled to the
veneration of all people of whatever creed or nation. They intro-
duce us to a state of human lifec which is not described to us by
any chronicler. The songs of the Vedic Rishis are an inexhausti-
ble mine, to work in which is itself a delight, irrespective of the
direct results to be got at from that labour, A minute analysis,
however, of the utterances of the Rishis, as preserved in the Ve-
das, cnables us to collect a fairly reliable historical material of the
state of life and manners in the Vedic days. The inferences drawn
in this way have been noticed in the notes, as much for the infor-
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mation of the students as for directing and encouraging them to
exercise thier own critical faculty in similar directions to bring
out other facts of the same type.

This leads us to the third benefit that we derive from the study
of the Vedas and that is an insight into the oldest poetry of
mankind, The simple thoughts of the Rishis, their worldly
concerns and the homely expressions they use, and the pure
devotion of their hearts—all this is peculiar to the Vedic poets.
Their very childishness is particularly charming.

But the greatest use of the Vedas is to the student of philology.
Sanskrit is so far considered to be the oldest language known to
have produced an extensive literature, and nobody requires
to be told that a new light altogether was thrown on the
western world by the so-called discovery of this classical langu-
age of India. Hosts of scholars have devoted their days and
nights to its study and are working revolutions in all branches
of antiquarian research. DBut the science of Etymology has
received wonderful assistance and has given birth to a child
which bids fair to engross the attention of all the world.
Unknown at first, despised later on, tolerated at present, philology
will be fast embraced by all those that take interest in man and
his concerns. The most important part in this gigantic work of
unearthing the buried secrets of man’s speech will be played by
the study of Vedas, It is certainly not very honourable that the
Hindus, the children of the soil should be idle spectators standing
on the beach, while the Europeans, with tho thousand and one dis-
advantages attending their honest efforts, should take a fearless
plunge into the ocean of this honourable work, No greater ser-
vice has been done by our University than by making it impossi-
ble, for every student of Sanskrit that comes to it, to take the
Arts-degree without having tested of the living spring of the
Vedas. It is surely strange to study the literature of the dead
language and to go without having read the smallest portion of
the literature of that language when it was spoken as a vernacular.

A general review of the ancient Literature.

There are four Vedas—Rigveda, Yajurveda, Simaveda and
Atharvaveda. Each of these has its Sambita, Brabmana and
.  Sitra, and Pratis’dkh
© dHwt, 7

——=1 the Samhité of the Rigveda consists of the songs of the anoje
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ent bards of India. These are simple compositions in the shape
of prayers and praises addressed to the powers of nature in
a deified form. In the primitive stages nothing is more likely
than that nature should exercise a powerful influence on the mind
of man by means of its grand phenomena. The grandeur and
beauty joined with the tremendous outbursts of natural pheno-
mena coming upon the puny creature with an unexpected sudde-
nness can have no other effects than that of creating a feeling of
helplessness and total submission. He must first of all save him-
self from all that is around him. He was thus struck with awe
for everything, deified it and poured out his heart in prayers and
praises addressed to it. He performed sacrifices in honour of one
.or more of these phenomena at a time, New verses were sung
on the occasion of sacrifices. This period, when came out sponta-
neously the heart-pourings of these earlier inhabitants of this
Planet, is the first stage of Vedic literature. In this we find at
times, speculations on the abstract questions of human existence,
the end and aim of human life and the creation of all this wide
expanse by which man is surrounded. The prayers offered are very
simple and the requests made are very modest, Let us have good
sons, plenty of rain, abundance of wealth, freedom from vice,
spacious residence, disappearance of enemies. This is the burthen
of the prayers. These are the characteristics of a large portion of
the Rigveda Samhita,

2 The next Samhiti is the Yajurvada Samhitd, Some of the
hymns of the Rigveda are used in sacrificial rites. The officiating
priests have to repeat some other formulwe to accompany the per-
formance of the rite. These are embodied in Yajurveda. The
Rigveda verses are recited by the Hotri, while the other formul®
which are in prose are repeated by the Adhvaryu who performs
almost the whole manual work at the sacrifice. Thus for instance
he repeats g& gy when he cuts the branch.

3 Just as the Rigveda is the Veda of the Hotri priests and the
Yajurveda of the Adhvaryus, so there is a third class of priests
that have a whole Veda for themselves. These are the Udgatri
priests, Their Veda is the Simaveda. It is not a separate composi-
tion but mainly a selection from the Rigveda. These hymns of the
Rigveda are chanted by the priests in particular modes of singing.
One hymn is chanted in more than one or two different airs. Thia
is the earliest musio belonging to the Aryans of India.
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4 The fourth is the Atharvaveda. This Veda is least taken oare
of from the remote times, It has little connection with the
sacrifices, and hence perhaps appears to be not allowed within the
pale of the sacred revelation as early asthe other three Vedas.
The Atharvana is similar in character to the Rigveda, There
are hymns—prayers and praises of deities. The only difference
is that the Atharvana hasa stamp of a more modern age when
Brahmanical hierarchy had established itself though perhaps not
in that rigour which characterises it in still more recent times.
Some of the hymns that are here, occur in the 10th Mandala of
the Rigveda which is the latest. These hymns are out of harmony
in Rigveda while in the Atharvana they speak of the present and
are quite appropriate. There are in the Atharvana some original
hymns, but they seem to be looked upon as the production of lower
families. These must have received recognition as the fourth Veda
with great difficulty., This Veda has no share in any sacrifice.

> qﬁ/w”(f

Now we come to the second stage of Vedic literature, namely,
the Brahmanas. Batween the Samhitis and the Brahmagas a long
period must have elapsed. The Brihmanas are specially concerned
with the conduct of the sacrifices. They enter in certain places
into linguistic questions. Sometimes they licht on philosophical
speculations, but the chief object of the Brihmanas is to fix
the ritual,

1 The Brahmanas of the Rigveda are two—the A.itareya and
the Kaushitaki. Both deal with sacrifices. They explain the use of
partxculmns on particular occasions by legends that gave rise
to the hymns. These two Brahmanas of the Rigveda do not differ
much. The same matter is dealt with in both with a different
arrangement ‘The Kaushitaki seems to ‘be the later of the two.

- s et

It describes many sacrifices among which the Soma is the chief
whxle the Aitareya deals with the Soma sacnﬁce only. The
ngveda Brahmanas only touoh upon those parts of the sacrifices
with which the Hotri priest has to do anything. These Brahmanas

are therefore the handbooks of the Hotri priests.

The word Brihmans is sometimes used in a wider sense and
then it includes a literature called Upanigshads. These works deal
with the considerations of the secrets of the soul of man and the
mystery of this Universe, Other portions of the Brihmanas are the
Arapyakas distinguished from Brahmanpas proper by the fact that
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they ( the Aranyakas) are to be repeated in the forests and not in
houses. The Aranyakas mark a period of advancement in human
thought. At present the Aranyakas are repeated only in temples.
There are five Aranyakas attached to the Aitareya Brihmana.

2 Yajurveda is of two kinds-Taittiriya and Vajasaneya or the
Black and White. The Mantras are the same in both. There is_a
mrence between the Yajurveda and the Rigveda. Rigveda
.oonta.ms only the hymns which are to be used at the time of the
sacrifices, The Ya Ju:jvpda. contains the Mantras or the formul= as
well as the guidance in the matter of the ritual. Thus the
portion which ought properly to be put into a Brihmana is put in

the Yajurveda.

This is, however, with regard to the Krishna Yajurveda, When
Yijnavalkya promulgated the White Yajurveda, he separated the
Mantras from the Brahmanical portion. The Brahmanic portion
thus disengaged ia incorporated in the S’atapatha Brihmana and
contains a variety of speculations and legendary accounts, It
goes without saying that the S’atapatha Brihmana gives direc-
tions only to the Adhvaryu priests in matters of ritual. This
contains descriptions of sacrifices and As’vamedha among them,
This also contains an Upanishad called the Bhrihadiranyaka
whioch is of a purely speculative and legendary character. This is
a very great work and must have been in composition for a very
long period by a variety of writers in a variety of places,

3 The Brihmanas of the Simaveda seem to be of later date than
the S'atapatha. They are for the guidance of the Udgatri priests.
These are of later date, for they mention temples and deities of
human functions. Siyapa and Kitydyana say that they are eight
in number and in these eight accents are not marked.

,A .
: There were many schools in which the Vedas were learnt by
heart, There were no written editions published so as to prevent
differences in readings. They were orally transmitted. The mem-
bers of one school had their own recension. Tnis gave rise to
what are called Charanas or S'akds. These S'akhas are interested
in the propagation and preservation of their own recensions. They
had their own oode of sacrificial rites. These are the Brahmanas.
They explained in their own way the occasions on which hymns
were composed. They oriticized the opinions of the dfferent Cha-
rapas. Thus the Kaushitaki has opposed some opinions of the Ténp-
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dya BrAhmana. The Charanas that do not see anything wrong in
the Brhamanas of their neighbouring Charanas often accept their
Braihmanas. The Kaushitaki has united the S’dkala and the B&sh-
kala S'akhas. Still in the different parts of the country there were
many Charanas and there were many Brihmanas. The literature of
this class grew to a fearful extent and the study of this whole mags
became in time a difficult thing. Their practical use was for sacri-
fices, and therefore a new mode of compressing that much-—as will
be enough for sacrifices—came into being., This gave rise to the
Sra hterature Various Brahmanas on every Veda werejonsulggg
and the Sut‘.ras were substxtuted for the Brahmanas 1__ma.hmzs~p£

~ 4

?ggnd the Samhltas ‘Thus’s s_PranG ‘the Kalpa or ceremonial Sutra.s
for each Veda.

"1 For the guidance of the Hotri priests the Siitras were compo-
sed by As’valayana. These Siitras are for the Rigvedins of S’akala,
Bashkala and other S’akhas. This we are to gather because he tea-
ches the use of hymns that do not occur in the present recension of
Veda that we have, that is of the S'dkala S’akha. The sacrifices are
the same, still certain Prayogas differ. It is said that before As’va-
layana Sutras were composed, the Kaushitaki S’dkh& used San-
khyayana Satras for the ritual of the Hotri. It is asserted that
Sankhyayana Sttras are prior to those of As'valaiyana, though San-
khyayana Brihmapa which is only another name for Kaushitaki
Brahmapa is later than the As'valiyana or the Aitareya Brahma-

pa. So says Hiranyakeshi.

2 The Sitras for the Adhvaryu priests are composed by Katya-
yana. These are adopted by Kanva and Madhyandina S‘akhas of
the White Yajurveda.

3 The Sitras for the Udgatri priests are composed by Katya-
yana. These were adopted by the Kauthuma S’dkha. The Sitras
adopted by the Rapiyaniya Charanas called Drihydyapa Siitras,
are like Katydyana Sitras.

Besids the Kalpa Sttras for the sacrificial ritual there are other
Sttras for other small sacrifices and some sundry ceremonies,
These are As'valayana Gribya Stitras for the Rigvedins for such
ceremonies as Upanayana, S'rivapi, Vais'vadeva ; R qrasta@Ta«i-
wgs for mﬁﬁis ; 2 mfusgggys for GI‘ﬁR’(’ ; &o.

Later on the Sitra style was adopted for other than sacrificial
purposes such ag scientific and philosophical,
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As the Vedas—the hymns—were to be used in the sacrifice,
they had to be learnt by heart. The BrAhmanas taught the use of
the Mantras, gave directions as to when particular formulx were
to be repeated. There wasin like manner a literatyre that laid

down rules for the modulation of voice, for the accent emphasis
that 1. laid down rules of sandhi, that, WWO

\-.u— —— e

in_ regard to the recitation of the Vedas. Occasionally they
touched on (luestxons of grammar, but that was not the chief aim
mc‘)f‘thxs hteratur@. This literature is called the “Pratis’ dkhyas”
As there were various recensions of each Veda, dxﬁer;ngwme
dxﬁerent Charapas and S'akhas, there were Pratis’dkhyas corres-
pondmd to each of these. They were all ertten for this practical
purpose. They fix the texts of the Vedas for the study and pre-
servation of which, injunctions are given in these. In this manner
we can detect the alterabions effected by a later hand.

Notwithstanding the fact that there were as many Pratis‘a-
khyas as there were Charanas, we have only at this day one Pra-
tis’hikhya for each Veda. ‘The style of these is free from cumbro-
us ornaments and unnecessary subtleties, It is their object to
teach and not to endify; to explain not to discuss,’

1 The first Pratis’ékhya is the S’dkala Prétis'ﬁkhya by S’aunaka.
He wrote for the S'dkalas but did not always like what they said,
Still he excused them on the ground that they followed S’dkala
Pita or S’dkala. He himself however, did not bind himself to
follow either. There is one of the S'dkala Pratis’dkhyas as preser-
ved by S’aunaka’s pupils, who themselves formed a new Charana
under his name and are known as S'aunakiyas. This Pritis'dkhya
does not correspond to the edition of Rigveda that we have.
What is true of this Rigveda Pratis'akhya is true of every other
Pratis'dkhya we have got, in other words none of the Pratis’dkhyas
corresponds to the edition of the Vedas in our hands.

2 The second is the Pratis’akhya of the Black Yajurveda. It
-quotes several Charanas of the Krishna Yajurveda such as Taitti-
riyas, Ahvarakas, Aukhiyas and Bharadvijins. Its grammatical
terminology is less advanced and less artificial than that of the
Pratis'dkbya of the S8'ukla Yajurveda.

3 The third is the Pratis'dkhya of the Madhyandins a sub-divi-
sion of the Vijasaneyas—but really of the Kéatydyaniyas. This
shows considerable advancement in grammatical technicality.
This KatyAyana and the Vartikakara on Panini are the same as.
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Max Muller thinks it. He could deal both with Vedic and ordi-
nary language. He himself distinguishes between ‘3% and aryg.’
Some of the Pratis’Akhya Stras are imperceptibly united with

Pinini’s text,

4 The fourth is the Pratis’dkhya called S’aunakiya Chaturidhya-
yik&. The author of this is not the S'aunaka of the S'dkala Pratis’a-
khya. This is Atharvapa Pritis’dkhya. Still the author may be
one of the Charanas of S'aunaka. The grammatical terminology of
this is far in advance of that of KityAyana Pratis'dkhya and
seems to be later than this, since what KatyAyana says applies to
this S’aunaka alone.

5 Samatantra may be taken to be Sima Pratis'ikhya. So says
Max Muller who mentions this in the Charanavyiiha.

In what goes above, little has been said about the 4th or the
Atharvana Veda except about its Samhitd and the Pratis‘akhya,
It is not separately used in ritual. It is the least taken care of by
the Brihmanas. Still it has the dignity of Veda and advantage of
this has been taken by men who want to blow their own trumpet.
With this Veda are associated a number of Upanigshads or Ara-
nyaka Brihmanas. The original Upanighads are some twenty.
Many are added afterwards in praise of the favourite deities of
pushing men. Thus men have taken undue advantags of the
sacred name of Veda and thus the Atharvaveda is tampered with
as Dr. Bhandarkar once indignantly said ‘in the most unconscion-
able manner,’ There is a Khandobopanishad and there is an Allo-
panishad and there may be tacked on to this Veda tomorrow a
Universityupanishad.

It is impossible to ascertain with any very great accuracy the
dates of the several portions of this vast Vedic literature. It is be-
yond all doubt that the Rigveda is the oldest; but various portions
of this Veda too, are to be ascribed to widely separated periods of
time. The antiquity of the Vedas is and will continue to engage
the brains and pens of eminent scholars of the West and the East,
but so far as definite chronology is concerned, we are almost
hopeless of having any. There are indications in the body of the
hymns to refer some hymns to later and some to earlier periods.
The principles of determining these are algo varying and they are
noticed in their proper place in the notes. Astronomical allusions,
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however, have been made use of by oritics to arrive at some
chronological data. Prof. B. G. Tilak’s conclusions seem to be
accepted now by the majority of Vedic scholars, He arrives at
the conclusion that the Vedic hymns are composed at three diffe-
rent periods, and the oldest may reach 6000 B. C. However
reluctant some European scholars may be to accept the conclusions
of Hon’ble Mr, Tilak’s Orion, it will be very difficult for them to
controvert these., We, who have in astronomical matters to
depend on others, see no reason to demur to thankfully commend
the intelligent labours of Prof. Tilak in this field, At any rate
so long as his conclusions are unchallenged and unrefuted, we
must refer the Vedas to an antiquity longer than Weber, Max
Muller and many other European scholars are willing to allow.

There was a time in India when the Rigveda received the atten-
tion of the most intelligent people of the land. It must have become
apparent to the reader how pains-taking the Hindus were in their
study of the Rigveda, how jealous they were of any tampering
with the text. Schools arose who put interpretations on the Veda in
their own way. Individuals became famous for their extraordi-
nary labours in that department. Altogether, there was, a brisk
activity in this matter and we have to mourn at this distance the
loss of that vast literature on this all important subject. We have
however, an idea of what it must have been from Yaska and Pa.
nini, who quote a host of authors by name and also mention schools
such as the Aitihfsikas, the Nairuktas, the Parivrajakas the Vaiya-
karanas, the Yijnikas. Bad days came on India in matter of literary
advancement as in advancement along all other lines, Independant
thonght disappeared and more elaborate modes of study came into
existence. Literature, like religion, became cold and formal, Theolo-
gical and philosophical wrangling brought into being thoroughly
antagonistic schools, all endeavouring in their own hair-splitting
manner to establish the divine character of their own tenets. The
old texts were all respected, but not studied in the simple spirit of
the composers, Controversial elemtnts were introduced and the pure
fountain of the old philosophiocal literature was defiled by being tu-
rned to party purposes, till thatinspiring literature was thrown asi-
de and people began to think more of the artificial literature of later
daysthan of the natural heart-pourings of the old Rishis and their
devout followers. Re-action seems to have taken place in the kingdom
of Vijayanagara, the sole center of Brahmanioal lore towardsthe olo-

2
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se of the middle agesin the Decean.There the Vedas and the Upani-

ghads were again taken up in right earnest but the Pandits, who were
thoroughly imbued in the scholastic mode of thought, were little fit-

ted to separate wheat from chaff. The tendency, however, wasin the

right direction and a longer life to that Hindu kingdom might have
done something for the ancient literature of India. But it was no

matoh for the growing Mahomedan power and the ancient literature

of India had towait for some centuries more. All honour tothe Vaidi-
kas, however, who have preserved the Vedasand Vedangas from des-

truction by an alien and unsympathetic, not to say a hostile race. At

last a people, ambitious to connect themselves with the home of the
Vedas and seeking to find information of their remote ancestors

have taken deep interest in this subject and during the last century
more has been done for the Vedas by foreigners than by the people

of this country. The grand work of an excellent edition of the Rigve-
da with Sayanichirya’s commentary was undertaken and carried

out, with the help of India’s money, in a strange land and under
most unfavourable circumstances. The work must indeed have been,

as we see it actually described by Pro. Max Muller from time to time
quite an uphill ascent to all the people concerned. Within less than

half the expenditure and with one tenth of the worry and trouble, the
same work could have been done on the congenial soil of India. This

does not mean any disparagement tothe great Bhatta Moksha Mu-
ller, but a regret for the woeful neglect of duty on the part of our

own people in the mattar. In the intellectuel noless than in the ma-

terial world, we are allowing others not indeed to steal a march
over us, but to push us back and tread us down quite in broad

day-light. If we refer to the list of workers in the field of the

Veda given at the end of Prof. Max Muller’s Vedic hymns in the
Series now well-known as ‘the Sacred Books of the East,” we shall

find nearly every European leading nation representated. It is not
bhere possible nor necessary to mention their names and works, but
we must be thankful to them for all their zeal and enthusiasm in the

matter. Whereas, formerly Yaska quoted Gargya, Kautsa, Aurna-
vabha and others, we have to quote Max Muller, Muir, Wilson and

others, and this we believe is no small honour to these eminent scho-
lars, of which they must be justly proud.It must not be supposed

that there is no work remaining for the future heroes that may desire
to break a lance in the field. Much as has been done, more much

more ¢an be and yet remains to be done.* The Veda has not
been satisfactorily interpreted.

* R, =R, 839, e, #'q snd SR,
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The difficulties of Sayana the great commentator have not been
all solved. His mistakes have not been all corrected. The light of
collateral languages has not been thoroughly availed of; more

partlcular]y Zend has yet to be drawn upon, Dr. Haug has done
good service in that direction, but others are not known to have

followed him. There is no doubt that the Zend literature will aid
the study of the Veda to a great extent. The two languages are

quite akin to the pronouns, and ‘particles, many words almost
coinciding. As proof of this we shall give in our notes some of

the Zend words. The present writer is very sorry that he has not
been able to acquire a knowledge of that language decent enough

to advance anything like sensible guesses of the meaning of Vedic
passages by the light of its literature. He is convinced, however,
that in cases of words used rarely in the Veda, a flood of light is

likely to pour from that direction. The old Persians and the old
Aryans have many things so common that they cannot but expla-
in each other. Some of their deities, some of their customs, some
of their rites and ceremonies and some of the names of their pri-
ests are so thoroughly identical.* For the present our students
have to satisfy themselves with what Sayanachéarya had done and

what such eminent scholars as Prof. Max Muller, Williams, Cole-
brooke, Wilson, Whitney, Haug, Muir, and nearer home Dr. Peter-
son have done. It would be doidg injustice to the memory of a
gentleman of indefatiguable industry to omit all mention of the
Vedirthayatna of the late Rao Bahadur Shankara Panduranga
Pandit. The present annotator owes a deep debt of gratitude to all
these, from whose works he has received very valuable assistance.

Before concluding this preface, I must express my profound
sense of satisfaction that my revered teacher Dr. Bhandarker has
very kindly permitted me to launch my first humble production
into the ‘world under his own encouraging auspices. It was no
doubt a serious drawback that I could not do my work directly
under his eye, so as to derive the benefit of his critical faculty and
of his increasing familiarity with the German language. My
thanks are due to gentlemen that have helped me in one way or
the other, but they are particularly due to the Proprietors of the
Nirr,laya-Sé.ga.ra. Press, who alone in this presidency could have
undertaken the publication of this work without any immediate
prospect of pecuniary gain. My own object in taking this edition
in hand is very modest and if that is accomplished to a certain
extent, I shall feel myself amply rewarded.

4th August 1895,

Rajaram College, V. G. BITAPURKAR.
Kolhapur.

* Dr. Haug’s preface to the Aitareya Brihmana,
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