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Reviews
“TABASSUMAT,” by Abdul Hamid Arshad.

At the present moment when blind materialism with
its ruthless bitterness and hatred threatens to sweep human-
ity into extinction, the restoration of a deep reverence for
human personality and a spirit of humility and large-hearted-
ness is urgently called for. The artist, rendering his moods
and experiences with sharpened senses and heightened emo-
tions, detects significance where others fail to be impressed,
and creates the disposition of mind, the breadth of temper
which views the various interests of life in their proper pers-
pective. To-day we need the temper of a man of letters,
not as an end in itself but as an instrument of the art of
living.” Such an artist is our poet Arshad, the author of
“Tabassumat.” We commend the book to all interested in
poetry both as a fine art and as ‘an instrument of the art
of living.’

MOHD. NAWAZ SHAHID.

W
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In Memoriam

We are sorry to record the death of the Hon'ble Justice
Dr. Sir Shah Mohammad Sulaiman, M.A., LL.D., Vice-
Chancellor, Muslim University, Aligarh. Sir Sulaiman was
one of the greatest judges of the country and a first-
rate scientist of international recognition. Besides, he was
a great educationist, and as a Vice-Chancellor of the Muslim
University was highly esteemed because of his erudition and
administrative capacities. In his death India has lost her
greatest justice, the world a great scientist, and Islam one
of her noblest sons. J

We keenly feel his loss and offer our heartfelt sympa-
thies to the members of his family on their sad bereavement,
and pray that his soul may be blessed.

138
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Hail to thee O Muharram 1
Hail to thee O New Year !

Hence
Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky,
The flying cloud, the frosty light;
The year is dying in the night;
Ring out, wild bells, and let him die,
Ring out the old, ring in the new.

Prof. M. D. HASSAN.

W
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cursed Yazid, the seventy-two dear and brave sons of Islam
fell fighting one by one, the very babes sucking at the breasts
of their starving mothers shot dead by arrows | It was the
most pathetic and heart-rending spectacle in the annals of
the world, and yet the most important battle fought on the
borders of the Right and the Wrong. Islam got a new lease
of life through the life-blood of the great martyrs of Karbala.

Our Grand Prophet, Ibrahim (peace be on him) may
be proud of simply*putting a knife at the neck of his son,
Ismail (peace be on him), in obedience to God's orders in
his dream—in memory of which we celebrate Eid-ul-Bagar
—but prouder still would be the beloved Prophet of ours
(peace be on him) for whose Islam his daughter’s son not
only sacrificed his own life, but also the lives of all his kith
and kins.

Here begins the New Year of Islam, the real life-spring
of Islam, with the month of Muharram, with the proudest
records of sacrifices, uneffaced and unaltered in the glorious
pages of history.

Other communities may welcome their New Years with
the intoxicating cups on their lips, tossing on the cosy
cushions of luxury, but a true Mussalman is far from that.
He has to solemnly vow to stand at all costs, against the
Wrong. He has to resolve to trample down the obstacles
of circumstances or of times, and with the strong spirit of
sacrifice and iron will to conquer the goal of life and “never
to yield.” So
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It is the dawn of Muharram that spread light of Islam
in the darkened corners of the world, the dawn under the
pregnant light of which went the greatest Man of the Earth
—"the Hero as a Prophet,”—from Mecca to Medina, not
to conceal himself, but to collect his forces, and stand daunt-
less against the misled, to preach and infuse his well-known
message : O man, do not prostrate before pseudo-gods,
stones, trees, sun or stars; that is a disgrace for humanity
—the cream of creation. There is no earthly or unearthly
thing worth worshipping except one God, the creator of us
all. This was the message that rang not only through the
hard and stiff strings of Arabs’ hearts, but also resounded
at the far ends of Europe across the burning sands and the
surging seas.

For the Prophet (peace be on him), Muharram was
the advent of acid tests, ordeals and of hard rules against
the stony masses of Arabia; nay, it was also the advent of
activity and movement in Islam for which the greatest
spokesman of humanity sacrificed every item of his interest
at his house, and out he went to broadcast his noble mission
to the erring human beings of all times and of all climes.
This was the Muharram, the month of stubborn resistence
and struggle against the Wrong, resulting in the final vic-
tory of Islam that rallied round its banners the very self-
defeated Arabs and others.

In this month was laid the foundation stone of sacrifice
for Islam, by the pious hands of our beloved Prophet (peace

be on him). Not only that. But at the altar of our religion,
the same foundation was reinforced by the life-sacrifices of

those proud heads of Islam that never bent before the
Wrong. Under the oppression of the barbarous army of the
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Our New Yecr

The sun had gone down into the bloody pools of the
West. The evening was thickening. And the students
with their searching eyes were gazing at the sky, for antici-
pating the pleasure of the New Year’s holiday. 1 also labour-
ed to perceive the New Moon, and there she was with her
semi-circular orb and praying hands, appealing to the fashion-
able Brutes of the West for peace, and at the same time
abhorrent to receive the professional tears of the Pyali Shahs
of the East.

At the sight of the New Moon, the record of the past
year flashed across my eyes. Along with the thoughts of
‘the New Year, I could not forget the Muharram activities.
The paid drummers, the professional beaters of breasts, the
hired rascals crying hoarse ““Hobson Jobson,” and the fun-
makers shedding crocodile tears round the model-tombs of
‘our illustrious Imam Husain (peace be on him), moving
through streets and lanes, mustering up all the loafers and
vagabonds, with sacred names of the martyrs on their
dirty tongues.

Everyday that brings in the New Year is the day of
new hopes and cheerful aspirations for every community.
But what about Muslims ? Is not Muharram the month
of mournings for Mussalmans, according to popular opi-
nion ? Then, should Muslims who assert to have the most
scientific religion commence every year with weeping ? Is
it not really irreligious, ominous and cursed thing to begin
one’s New Year with beating of one’s breasts? Alas, most of
us could understand what Muharram means |
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The poet is so much shocked at the sad condition of
his countrymen that he breaks into tears and says :

LI s s GhieTen

In addition to the subject of the poem Igbal preaches in
this poem the doctrine of universal love :

bpod e UE < J DI dn e

At a time when India was being rent assunder by sec-
tarian prejudices, Igbal acted as a beacon light to raise his
countrymen from the deep slough of despondency and in-
spired them to give their lives for the sake of their mother
country. Every shorter or longer nationalistic poem of Igbal
is a source of perennial inspiration to his people for all ages
to come. Throughout his life Igbal was a fearless champion

!of every cause based on justice and fairplay. He was an
" ideal man with strong character, self-respect, service of Islam,
and love of the motherland not in the narrow sense of mo-
dern nationalism. Igbal was the national poet of India and
as such he served his country more than the so-called poli-
tical leaders who day and night cry ‘‘Swarajya, Swarajya,”
but never wish to have it !

HAR GOBIND SINGH RABBANL

n
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in which he appealed to the people for unity. Addressing
the Brahman Igbal says :

q;@g;;f‘.{)%;é% 2 L:Zjdztul/ 4..:1/[-://7
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Igbal wanted Indians to come to mutual toleration and
co-operation with one another without considering the reli-
gious differences, for every religion is a message of peace
and of love of humanity. Says Igbal :

Wubsirebfiss el

One thing must be noted in this connection that Igbal
never favoured a nation of Indians with one mind in order
to have a union between Muslims and Hindus; for the crea-
tion of a nation with one mind means the Suppression of
the individual culture. “The unity of an Indian nation,”
says Igbal, “must be sought not in the negation, but in
the mutual harmony and co-operation of the many.”

One of Igbal’s masterpieces is his national poem (2.974*)

The poem is highly pathetic and presents the feelings and
sentiments of a true patriot who is deeply concerned with the
destiny of his country. The poet says :

ug‘)i Lo /4-/54/'/ ;% L/)M‘—uus’ JA-LUJ

| u*ww‘/:.—/éj;t/‘;/ ‘-,dt,«;_,.ﬁ; )l ))/5{00;,
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ulﬂM/‘} V‘i/‘“f‘{ ut-/,wy/dr"’é—,‘ wed
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Besides the artistic value of the poem is very great. It
marks Igbal’s genius as the greatest nature poet of India.

\‘ Igbal had a great devotion and love for India. The
love of his country was the very salt of his life. Says Igbal :

/fdw’c«(f’«f&/&(‘ JkuL');,uUléuWA—b
Lleubrrdodln Ut wu‘sd)cb’of '(u‘-//

Igbal as a poet was interested in life more than any-
other poet of the world. Hence his nationalistic poetry, like
his Islamic poetry, is of various uses in life. It is constructive
and in addition to so many advantages substantial, its value
in the development of the mind is too great to be underrated.
Igbal like a true patriot could not ignore the national destiny
—, and with this point in view he wrote such inspiring poems

as
m;d;"/.;y{/‘;"‘uﬂfdb’u—’u”/b J‘/LJV(U/&)
etc., etc.

Igbal believed that the real cause of all the trouble and
political weakness of India was the restrained relations of
the two major communities of India—Hindus and Muslims.
He wanted them to come closer for mutual understanding.
‘And to bring about a union between them he wrote J 43
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Y A/ b, .
it

he did not address a particular section of people, but his mes-

sage was to mankind in general.

To resume the thread Igbal was a great lover of his
country and a patriot in the true sense of the word. Those
who blame him for bding an enemy of the country, are not
only unjust to Igbal but to the country as well. Igbal was
a great patriot, but his love for his country had nothing to
do with Jingoism. As an Indian Igbal loved India and
worked for it, but he ever remembered that he belonged to
the larger family—the humanity.

(I gl A A

Coming to the subject in question, | may say that Igbal
was a great patriot and loved his country best. The woeful
tale of the sufferings of the Indian people and the decline of
their civilisation and culture ever occupied his mind. He
was shocked at the deplorable condition of his countrymen
and their slavish attitude towards Europe. Igbal gave voice
to his feelings in his nationalistic poems that rank very high
in the literature of the world. The first poem in this con-

nection is ‘Ode to the Himalayas’ (Jl‘toﬁ - This poem

reflects the poet’s love for his country and is in tune with
the need of the time and the taste of the people. It is includ-
ed in Bang-e-Dara and is an index of modern thought.
It begins like this : —
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The poet says by the tongue of the Sun's ray:

S ilamdots

In fact Igbal was a true patriot and lived like one even
up to his last moment. Those who accused him of being
an enemy of the country are positively wrong in their esti-
mation of Igbal. Undoubtedly Igbal was a Muslim first
and a Muslim last, and as such he had a special message to
convey to the world of Islam, but it must be borne in
mind that it is to the world at large that he speaks through
the Muslim society. The fact is that the character and the
structure of the universe and its relations with man can best
be understood through religion. The social system of the
world cannot last at all without religion. Religion is the basis
of all society, without which the world will end in chaos.

Igbal was a great thinker and his knowledge of the
realities of life was first hand. He had a strong faith in reli-

gion as “‘a spiritual basis of all life which is eternal and re-
veals itself in variety and change.”

& 0 % V) . LodPrR
. .//l; c),L_/.’»ﬁ/I;l it Jﬁd—y’) IS ss oo

It is this religion which Igbal preached and *‘to which
as an Indian he gave precedence over country.” Islam in
the eyes of Igbal is the only religion “which in its attitude
towards the ultimate reality is opposed to the limitations
of man which enlarges his claims and holds out the pros-
pect of nothing less than a direct vision of reality. With
this faith in Islam Igbal focussed all his efforts on the revival
of Islam and the protection of Muslim society—a religious
experience closest to reality. So lgbal, when he spoke—
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lgbal's National Poetry

Once a non-Muslim professor of the Mysore Univer-
sity remarked, ““The Muslims may claim Igbal a million
times as their property, but he belongs to us all. He is not
an exclusive property of any religion or class. If they
(Muslims) are proud that Igbal is a member of their religion,
it is no less a pride to us that Igbal is an Indian.”” This glowing
tribute paid to Igbal by a non-Muslim scholar is not for his
services rendered to Islam, but for what he did for the good
of his mother country. In the following lines [ shall try my
best to give the reader a short, but concise, account of Igbal
as the national poet of India.

Although Igbal is an anti-nationalist in politics yet his
love and devotion to the mother country is too great to be
underrated. He loves his country best and above all. His zeal
for Islamic revival does not lessen his love for India. Even
after his return from Europe, when Igbal devoted himself to
the cause of Islam and started preaching:

A;—xg:"(-ff'a(f 'd/&awééb:l% ,L,léc’.ai“,é/,é&g Loyl
he was still a true patriot and an ardent lover of the land

of his birth.

No doubt as a political conception, Igbal looked upon
nationalism as something most dangerous to civilisation
and the culture of humanity, particularly to the solidarity of
Islam, but he never forgot his duty towards his motherland.

The Ray of Hope (,gf&},ﬁ) in Zarbe-Kalim clearly

expresses this fact :
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for collecting funds for the Shaheed Ganj Case. The

meeting was held. Some eight or ten prominent men in-
cluding a certain Nawab Sahib assembled at his bungalow.
When Igbal came out of his private apartment to attend the
meeting he was disappointed to see the Nawab Sahib and
returned to his room with the remark, “l am sorry to
find here people who have had indirectly a hand in bringing
down the mosque.”

10. On his return from the Round Table Conference
Igbal paid a visit to Bergson. A highly philosophical dis-
cussion took place between the two philosophers. At this
meeting Igbal recited the Hadith yyaJtyai? (Don't speak
ill of Time) Bergson was very much pleased to hear it. Re-
ferring to his close contact with the ultimate Truth, Igbal
recited to Bergson the well-known saying of Kh. Muin-ud-

Din Chishti AL (6 st s DN B S”
(I have a time with God when even the nearest angels dare

not approach.)

11.  Two days before his death Igbal was unable to
go through his usual routine. He remarked, ‘I have sinned
against Time."”

M. ABDUL AHAD SA]JID,
B.A. (Junior).
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I have with Him is that of worship. Meeting, what does
that mean? If I come to know that God is coming to meet me
I will run away, for the simple reason that if the river meets
the drop the latter will vanish. | want to preserve my
entity as a drop, and do not want to efface myself. While at
the same time in maintaining my position as a drop, I want
to create in myself the properties of a river.”” At this the
Dervish moved his head approvingly and said, ‘“Wabh,
Igbal Baba ! [ have found you as | have heard of you. You
know the mashrab yourself. You hardly need the prayers

of a Dervish.”

7. One day a certain disappointed young man came
to Igbal, and complained of his misfortune. Igbal advised
him to keep a stout heart and said, “The only object of
human life is action. Every man is, on a small scale, a
creator, and to destroy the creative powers in man is a sin.
The Prophet came into the world to tell the people—this is
good and that is bad. Carry on your struggle without the
least thought of success or ill-success.”

8. One day some students of a local college visited
Igbal. Islamic equality was the topic of conversation, Igbal
remarked, ‘“This is my advice to you, and you disseminate it
among the people. It is the duty of every Muslim that the
curse of Caste System should at once be eradicated. Your
caste is Islam. Whenever you face the necessity of dis-
closing your caste, insist on the fact that you are a Muslim—.
Again it is the duty of every Muslim whether he is rich or
poor to abhor idleness. He should earn his bread no matter
how little, with the sweat of his brow.”

9. Once a certain honest Muslim consulted Igbal about
holding a meeting of a few prominent men at his residence
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property was never made in ancient times, nor was such a
demand put forth in the times of the Moghul Kings—the
only conclusion is that kings constantly come and go, but
nations go on for ever :—

t..-:JJr‘ ;ui@'i/‘.ﬁyz-,ﬁ o./’/H 2
&J{{,jcd;41/(};é, uu/"ag/‘“gul;ﬁw‘/!

—If such a view was ever held, it is not lawful in the
20th century.” When in connection with the remission
of land tax up to ten kanals suggested by Igbal, Sir Fazal
Hussain the then Revenue Minister of the Government
said, "It is a sin without relish.” Igbal replied,” If you com-
mit this sin without relish, you will at least prove that you

have a regard for justice.”

5. On April 25th at about 5 p.m. a German literary
scholar and a politician, namely, Baron von Keltheim paid
a visit to Igbal. On an enquiry about his health; Igbal
replied, 'l am not afraid of death; I am a Muslim, and shall
welcome death with a smiling countenance.”

6. One day a Dervish paid a visit to Igbal. Igbal re-
quested the Dervish to pray for him. The latter asked, “Do
you want riches 2" “No,” replied Igbal.

“Do you desire honour and rank in the world then?"”
“No,” replied Igbal, “‘that even I have.”

“Do you wish then to meet God?” enquired the Der-
vish. On hearing this a peculiar brightness appeared in the
eyes of Igbal and he said, “To meet God? Dervish! How can
I meet Him? | am a man. He is God. The only relation that
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tish statesmen as a danger to the British interests in the Near
East. The discussion was yet in progress when the Secre-
tary, who was himself a pan-Islamist, approached Igbal
and asked his opinion about the name of the Society, say-
ing, “‘Are you going to support me Igbal?” “Certainly,” was
the reply. Ultimately the members agreed that the society
should be named as the pan-Islamist Society and it should

have for its aims ‘‘the defence of Islam.”

3. Once Igbal was invited in the famous Dumrao
Raj Case by the well-known Calcutta lawyer, the late Mr.
C. R. Dass, to give his opinion about the correct reading of
a disputed word as an expert before the court. Igbal pro-
ceeded to Patna. He received one thousand rupees per
day as his fee, and a hundred rupees daily allowance for
his clerk. Dr. Abdullah Suhrawardy and many other law-
yers were there. Pandit Motilal Nehru was counsel on the
other side. Mr. C. R. Das came to welcome Igbal and re-
quested him to stay there for two months saying : “lt is a
state affair and by your mere stay you earn a thousand
rupees daily. But Igbal told him that he could not stay
any longer as he was fully prepared to give his opinion. So
Igbal appeared before the Court the next day where Mr.
C. R. Das and others were conducting the case. He drafted
his opinion and then left by the next train for Lahore.

4. As a member of the Punjab Legislative Council
Igbal took a leading part in an historic discussion in con-
nection with the issue whether land belongs to the Gov-
ernment or to the people. He criticised the view that land
is the property of the government. He said ‘“‘—that all
land is the property of God—such a claim for the general
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"A Few Moments with Igbal"

Under the caption ‘A few moments with Igbal,” [ am
not going to give you an account of the life and personality
of Igbal, but on the other haid will here describe a few
stories concerning his life tha: will give a_comprehensive
idea of the personality of the gieat son of India, whose me-
mory is a source o inspiration to millions of people scattered
over the globe.

1. In his early days at the Government College, Lahore,
Igbal heard a Maulvi Sahib of high learning making a false
statement. This caused disturbance in his mind for he could
not understand how .. man of such a high learning and per-
sonality could inculge in a misstatement. As a result he
was uneasy, and c-uld not attend to the lectures. Af.ar
three or four days Prof. Arnold asked him the reason for his
uneasiness. Igbal related the whole incident. “You will
come across many such things!” remarked the Professor.

2. During Igbal’s stay in London, there was a society
of young Muslims called Anjuman-i-Islam for facilitating
all the social and religious activities in a foreign country.
Some of the members desired to change the name of the
Society into Pan-Islamic Society, but the new name did not
find favour with some of the members as it had a political
significance.  The late Sir Abdullah Suhrawardy in-
sisted on the word “‘Pan-Islamic’ but Mr. Amir Ali and Mr.
Arnold opposed it, for in their opinion the new name would
cause great misunderstanding about the Society in England
as the Pan-Islamic movement was looked upon by the Bri-
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He does not confine man to any particular piece of
land. He preaches—

0? b gd//"},’u L f":'/‘/fu'

Territorial distinctions, according to Igbal, are the evils
of society and a great menace to humanity. The character
and general structure of the universe, its relation to man
and the conduct befitting his dignity can be best answered

through religion. { Religion based on the ultimate realities
of life, is a binding force which is always responsible for the
collective life of the individuals into an organised association
‘—the desired object of life. Islam is the only religion that
has got a dynamic character and “in its attitude towards the
ultimate reality, it is opposed to the limitations of man; it
enlarges his claims and holds out the prospect of nothing
less than a direct vision of reality.”

Islam forms an ideal society based on the ultimate
realities of life. The Unity of God, the Kaba as the centre
for the Muslims and the institution of [jtihad are the charac-
teristic features of Islamic Society, and make it a living force
on earth.

Islam to Igbal presented an ideal society and religion
based on the ultimate realities of life. Hence his zeal for the
revival of Islamic Society and the creation of a true Islamic
state.

This is, in short, Igbal's view of a Pan-Islamist. He
preached the unity of Islamic countries in order to establish
the Government of God on the earth and not to set up a dic-
tatorship or an autocratic form of government. Those who
blame him for being narrow-minded because he preached
Pan-Islamism are unfortunately blind to the ‘ultimate re-

alities of life 1"
ALTAF HUSSAIN QURESH],
Il Year.

t
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Igbal's Political Conception
of Society

Although Igbal took little part in active politics, yet he
was as great a politician as he was a poet or a philosopher.
As a spokesman of his community and a reformer of Muslim
society he took, or he had to take part in the politics of his

country and of the world.

Igbal was a pan-Islamist. He spent his whole life in
preaching and emphasising the necessity of union among
the Muslim countries. No doubt in his youth he was some-
what inspired by the love of the mother country and wrote
poems which smacked of the national spirit, but during his
short stay in Europe he developed the politica! vision of a
pan-Islamist, which was determined by his anxiety to pro-
tect Muslims, their religion, culture, and civilization.

According to Igbal the dissolution of mankind into
so many nations on the territorial basis or racial distinctions
was the greatest danger to the world. His political view as
a Pan-Islamist was not only to save the Muslim nation from
being devoured by the European nations, but also to lend

support to Internationalism as a more stable basis of Society.

According to Igbal the earth belongs to God. He is a
firm believer in 4J _¢, and holds the notion :—

Lo SNy
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Igbal is the only poet who is true to his high principle,
and no other poet has shown such a great interest in life
as he has done. He is a realist and his art is the
expression of his personality and the spirit of Islam,
and reflects the evolution of the national mind. There
are a few other poets in India, who somewhat appear or
rather boast to be progressive and creative in their art; but
in spite of all this their works are not a force to be reckoned
with and their value in the development of the mind and the
reconstruction of society is of no account, as they (the artists)
have no independent mind and have sacrificed the freedom
of soul to the material surroundings and foreign influence.
Moreover the works of these poetasters is in no way the
expressiou of their soul and the colour imparted to their
verse is not their precious life blood. Read Josh of Maliha-
bad and you will realize that his poetry which in the opinion
of the so-called critics of Art, is progressive and creative and
tends to create values of life is nothing but a jargon of high
pounding words and phrases devoid of the spirit of revolu-
tion and progress. Sincerity of thought which is the touch-
stone of all great poetry is not found in the last degree in
the verses of Josh. The following verse from a poem, one
of the masterpieces of Josh, is sufficient to convince us of

this fact :

.0 Z
SaiWasg Ko e f/!gd/i/’;(ﬂu"
This is true of all the Indian artists—poets, painters,
musicians and sculptors that their art has isolated itself from
the general current of life, and so has deteriorated to a very
low standard bringing chaos and disintegration in the
society.

‘SAMAN.’
(Old Boy).
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The artist according to Igbal must have an independent
mind and must not sacrifice the freedom of his soul and all
his art must be directed towards the preservation of the Self

<l 2w ‘, Life is the touchstone of all art. Art, if

divorced from life, is dull and insipid. Igbal says :

gﬁé Vossoylorier? 4,-)%1}%;0@:/

Art must not in any way isolate itself from the
general current of life. On the other hand it must direct
those, whom it influences, to life and power. It must inspire
the devotees to live a life of adventure. [t must broaden the

individual and national outlook beyond its narrow confines.

Now in the light of this principle study the Fine Arts
and see whether they fulfil the purpose assigned to them or
not. Whether they are life-giving and reflect the evolution
of the individual as well as the national mind or not. The
answer is ‘No." Our Art deteriorates to a very low standard

and represeits intellectual pessimism and mental decay. The
artists of the present age have divorced their art from life
and as such their achievements are dull and insipid. Igbal

refers to such artists when he says in Zarbe-Kalim :

.-,u;bg&;tiu,jk;’%‘/“ 6 B e
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Study the works of the painters and the poetasters of
the modern age and you will be convinced of the fact.
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The above quotation explains clearly Igbal's attitude to-
wards art.  Art of all type according to the above quotation
must be refreshing and must show the way to life and power.
It must convey reality through the medium of words and
colour. The artist must look to opportunities of expression
and must not sacrifice honesty and dignity of thought.
But what has been mentioned above must not make us be-
lieve that Igbal has no sympathy for the external beauty of art
and that his works have no artistic value i.e. they are devoid
of beauty. The works of Igbal, on the other hand, are highly
artistic in their value and the external beauty of his choicest
words and rhymes, appropriate metres and thoughts raise a
poetical edifice of rare beauty and structure. Igbal is a
great master and uses his pen like a master painter’s brush,
displaying charming colours—that is the point of his great-
ness as a creative artist. The following verses from

MBale Jibreel clearly indicate this :
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Although Igbal is a popular master of style, yet it is
his life-blood that gives colour to his art. He says :
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man and has a more compelling power, a greater urge than
what mere animal energy can impart. Similarly art, which
is the expression of the soul of the artist does not confine
itself to the objective representation of life and nature, but,
on the contrary, creates values higher than those already
existing. Says Igbal.
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It is mainly for this reason that Igbal condemns those
who hold the notion ‘art for art’s sake.” According to Igbal
the artist must not merely keep pace with the growing com-
plications and needs of life, but also must have a compelling

power to urge humanity to proceed on and to create higher
values. In short Art must preserve the Self. Says Igbal :

“The ultimate end of all human activity is Life—glori-
ous, powerful, exhuberant. All human art must be subor-
dinated to this final purpose and the value of everything
must be determined in reference to its life yielding capacity.
The highgst art is that which awakens our dormant willforce
and nerves us to face the trials of life manfully. All that
brings drowsiness and makes us shut our eyes to Reality
around, on the mastery of which alone life depends is a mes-
sage of decay and death. There should be no opium-eating
in Art. The dogma of Art for the sake of Art is a clever

invention of decadence to cheat us out of life and power.”
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No doubt the chief function of art is to please, but it is
more important that in the rendering of human integrity,
it must not be a mere representation of life and nature but
also must be a representation of the Personality—the Ego
of the artist. Says Igbal :

 EorG G e e dubip

According to Igbal the office of the artist is not merely
the disclosure of what already exist in Nature, but what it
ought to be. He not only reveals the beauty already exist-
ing in Nature but he creates it out of the raw material, which
Nature places at his disposal, by transforming the common-
place, the ugly and the disordered into the extra-
ordinary, the beautiful and the unified. Al the
‘products of art are created by the artist out
of chaos into Cosmos and bear the impression of the per-
sonality and the individuality of the artist. The artist moulds
Nature according to his mind and vision but does not adapt
himself according to Nature. He is free of his surround-
ings and the vicissitudes of life. He with the help of ima-
gination and intuition puts his personality into his achieve-
ments. The objects of art are nothing else but the artist

himself. Says Igbal = \
Spe il Lpiarplovaytfll,
V4 ')} o we R »
Z—U‘?/"‘—QA-//('U/ L/Q‘“ u‘"//dﬁ)/u‘f.’
The Ego in man has a state of tension. The conscious-
ness of self, (as we all experience, when we have freed

ourselves of our material surroundings and are perfectly

conscious of our greatness and divine origin) is a vital thing
—moral vital than the hot blood running into the veins of
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| As suth the artist must have a very high sense of moral
g/responsibility. He must develop in himself a sense of pro-
_portion, a higher sense of values. He must try to make him-
“self and those who come into contact with him, independent
of the material surroundings—i.e., he must free himself and
his soul and must keep his mind and vision unclouded by
vicissitudes. His art must be subservient to the higher needs
of human life. Since life is the Ego’s struggle for self-
expression, art must not therefore isolate itself from
the general current of life into some enchanted regions of its
own; but, on the other hand, it must coincide with man's
creative and original activity and help him in his struggle
for existence in the Universe. Art, if it does not intend to
create higher values in human life, is disapproved of by
Igbal as anything. He says :
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artist transforms the changing, the various, the disordered
.into the permanent, the unified and the coherent with the
help of the power of his imagination. Various artists work-
ing on the same piece of nature achieve different results. It

‘is because art is the expression of human nature.

There is a definition in English popular with almost
every critic of art that all art has a mimetic or imitative cha-
racter. It means that the artist does not merely make some-
thing beautiful, but represents reality or objects that our
five senses consider to be real. Hence all art what it may
be—representational art or abstract art,—is the imitation of
something, even if it be an idea in the mind of the artist.

Mimesis can be applied to every form of art.

By the term ‘imitation’ we do not mean the photogra-
phic representation of life and nature as perceived by the
common eye. On the other hand it means a technique for
the communication of an imaginative inspiration, which
the artist experiences in perceiving and contemplating any
aspect of life and nature. If the artist represents this ima-
ginative reconstruction of life in a highly attractive manner
without any ulterior motive, he is said to have produced
a work of art.

Now | turn to my subject—"Igbal's conception of

Fine Arts.”

Igbal gives a very important position to the artist in
society. According to him the artist is the formulator
of the destiny of man, the maker of his fortune, and the

“builder of his character. This is cent per cent true in both
djthe- cases—whether of an individual or of a nation. ' Says
Igbal in ‘lsrar’ : ‘
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Igbal's Conception of the
Fine Arts

Before I explain what Igbal thinks of the fine arts, or
what his conception of the fine arts is, | may in a few lines
give what the general opinion about art is. Art, whatever
may be said of it, is on all hands admitted as being the most
significant and comprehensive play of the human mind on
Nature. Every branch of art, may it be poetry or music
or anything else is Nature perceived through a particular
temperament, facts seen through a particular mind.

The artist is first and foremost a maker. Out of some
material he fashions a form which does not stand merely
for the object in question, but also for whatever the artist
takes to be its essential characteristics, or, in other words, the
form made by the artist is his critical conception of the
object. An artist has always in his own mind a form more
tangible and distinct than the one he sees with his physical
eyes. He compares the measured thing before him with the
half-created form in his mind and then feels incited to fashion
out a form—an object of art. For the artist the fact is no-
thing, unless it is transformed by intuition and perception
into the object of perception. The artist puts an idea and
intuition into the representation. True it is that he creates

something less than the reality which he aims to repro-
duce, but truer it is that he gives more than what is truly
speaking the object in question. By stamping the best of
‘material he uses with the cast of a Form and an Idea, the
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and their struggle to have a free Islam in a free world is the
outcome of the teachings of Igbal.

Igbal has revolutionised life almost in every walk. He
has brought about a revolution in our political life, a revolu-
tion in our social life, and a revolution in our religious life
The present political and social movements in the Muslim
world and the revolution in thought and letters bears testi-
mony to this. The influence of Igbalism is permanent. It is
world-wide and bids fair to have a lasting impress on the
destiny of the world. The teachings of Igbal are nothing
but an echo “‘of a Prophet’s cry,” Semitic to the core, yet
of a meaning so universal and so timely that all the voices
of the different ages take it, and it echoes over palaces and
deserts, over cities and Empires, first kindling its chosen
hearts to world conquest, then gathering itself up into a
reconstructive force that all the creative light of Greece and
Asia might penetrate the heavy gloom of Christian Europe,
~when Christianity was but the Queen of the Night.\ The
Christian Europe is again on the same level though not as
the Queen of the Night, yet blind and mad in its pursuit after
materialism which is engendering chaos and bringing about
the complete destruction of the universe. But to the good
luck of humanity the old cry which once gave life to the
dead Europe is again echoing in every part of the world
with a new impetus and vigour in it and let us hope that
it will purge Europe and along with it the world of all the
evils that materialism has introduced into it.

‘} Luddbuué’fuuz"‘)r’; dl;u )/))L&;lublé‘j’
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ALI MOHD. DAHIR,
B.A. Student,
Editor, “‘Nakhlistan-i-Adab.”
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ascetism, on one hand, and materialism, on the other. Being
a Revolutionist, he determined not to adapt himself to the
world, but to mould the world according to his heart’s desire.

He says:—
s 4 0 {v . . oy ® [ .
g M I e R e R g8 o

His message is that of )(27' and d)j; To follow

or to be under the yoke of some one else than one’s own
self, is the greatest crime with Igbal. He says :—
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“Goodness is not a matter of compulsion, it is the self's

free surrender to the moral ideal and arises out of a willing
co-operation of free egos. A being whose movements are

wholly determined cannot produce goodness. Freedom is
thus to be a condition of goodness.”—Igbal.

It is for this reason that Igbal preached :—
cWlogiClpic s Ste i Ui

Preaching in this way Igbal made the dead bones of his
nation instinct with life. His revolutionary ideas stirred the
soul of his people, awakened lofty feelings in them; and set
them on the golden path of progress. We shall see, if we study
carefully, that the present awakening among the Muslims
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That is the true revolution. And a true revolutionist is he
who does all this. A revolutionist accepts truth, not because
it has the sanction of social tradition and religion at its back,
but because it is truth. He cannot tolerate what is wrong
and unjust, and so revolts against it. The life of Igbal is a

never-failing corroboration of this truth.

The time when Igbal came into this world was the
most critical time in the history of his nation. The Muslim
world was facing a crisis in the shape of the aggression of
European powers combined with the severe attacks of mate-
rialism. [t was surrounded by deadly foes on all sides. The
European powers were seeking opportunities to pounce upon
the Muslim world and their civilization and even destroying
Muslim culture and civilization and everything else that was
Muslim in spirit. The entire Muslim nation had lasped into
‘slumber, and there seemed little signs of life in it. The Phi-
losophy of Aflatun and the medieval Sufism and contact
with other classes (in India) had made Muslims strangers to
action, and had brought about a degradation by turning the
tiger into sheep. Muslims had become fatalistic and pessimis-
tic in their outlook on life. This infused in them a spirit of
asceticism and self-annihilation, and brought about a com-
plete ship-wreck of the vessal of humanity. The Muslim
nation weakened by the aggression of the forces of evil from
without and within was breathing her last, when the Revo-
lutionary Igbal came as a Messiah and stirred the nearly
dead nation into life. Inspired with the best ideals of

)(‘q’. and 0’)} he took up the cudgels against all the

reactionary forces that were trying to uproot the tree of Islam.
He denounced the pseudo-Sufism which is another name for
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lgbal the Revolutionist

Sir Mohammad Igbal is a poet-philosopher. He is
ranked as one of the greatest literary geniuses of the world.
As a philosopher he is perhaps greater than even Aflatun
and Arustu. But more than this, he is a great and success-
ful revolutionary. Great as a poet, great as a philosopher,
Igbal is still greater as a revolutionary. His spirit was full
of fire and revolution. X',In every walk of life, we find him
rising against everythin\g that smacks of injustice. He
stands in revolt against everybody and everything that puts
any hinderance in his way. The spirit of revolt was ingrained
in his very nature. Igbal without the fire of revolution is
no better than Hafiz, Ghalib, or Shakespeare. His sole and
supreme credit lies in creating and leading a revolution
which is bringing about a true reformation in the political,
social, and economic life of the Muslims in India. We are
just going to view him as a veritable ball of revolutionary
fire that gave light to the dying-down nation,—that burnt
to ashes all the accumulated ills,—social, religious and poli-
tical, which were eating into the vitals of Muslims all over
the world. We shall not enter into a detailed discussion of
Igbal’s life and activities, but shall have just a peep into

the revolutionary aspects of his life.

When a nation lags behind in marching with the pace
and progress of time, when the creative genius of a nation
is stunted, when the life of a nation is on its last stage, then,
by the Grace of God revolution comes with a message
~of life, and shapes and creates things as they ought to be.
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maintained, it tends to make man immortal. There are certain
modes of thought and action which help man to maintain the
state of tension. The Ego has to overcome Nature which is

the greatest obstacle in his way to God.

Being an oriental, Igbal believes in the efficacy of love.
To add the fuel of love to the fire of intellect helps the Ego
to preserve and enlarge itself. The Ego, according to Igbal
- is fortified by love. But what does he mean by love ? Love,
says Igbal, is the desire to assimilate, to absorb. Its high-
est form is the creation of values and ideals and
the effort to realise them. While Love enlarges the Ego,
inaction weakens it. Love is the guiding princi-
ple of all activity in the universe and hence it tends to fortify
the Ego. By cultivating love and overcoming matter, the
Ego attains full freedom and becomes complete. To be lost
in the Supreme Being, like an arrow completely penetrat-
ing its target, is not the goal of mankind. Man cannot be
absorbed in God but absorbs Him into his Ego. The com-
pletest Ego is the final stage of man’s development and it
survives at all costs. This is in a few words Igbal’s philo-
sophy of life.

MOHD. SALEH RAHMANI,
Cadet. (Old Boy).

W
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Igbal's Philosophy of Life

Ct all the resplendent stars that bespangle the literary and
vhilosophic firmament of the world none durst stand equal
to Igbal in his abounding effulgence and overwhelming radi-
ance. He is one of the greatest poet-philosophers
of the world ard his influence on contemporary
life is greater than that of anyother. His works have pro-
foundly stirred the soul of the people of the world particu-
larly of the Muslims in India and abroad. He has, through
his teachings, awakened lofty feelings, and aroused pride in
his people and set them on the path of action and progress.

Igbal is the bearer of a new idea, illuminating life with
a fresh significance.

All life, according to Igbal, is individual. There is no
such thing as universal life,—even God is an individual.
This universe, defines Igbal, is nothing but an association
of individuals. The final aim of man, according to him, is
the viceregency of God on earth. His ideal is not self-nega-
tion. He is opposed to man’s absorption in a universal life.
Man, says Igbal, is individual, but an incomplete one. But
by creating in himself the attributes of the most unique in-
dividual he attains more and more perfection, thereby ap-

proaching God. %:‘The nearer he is to God, the greater is his
individuality.

In man, according to Igbal, the centre of all life becomes
an Ego or Person. Personality is a state of tension and can
continue only if it is maintained. If the state of tension is
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tyrant and ignorant, will himself, as a being, seek the com-
pany and co-operation of the lost Particle of His Divine

Soul. Says Igbal.
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To dloCU.SS what these divine laws are and ‘how they
save the ego from reverting to relaxation’ is simply impos-
sible in this short essay. 1 shall by the grace of God, write
on this topic in the next issue of the magazine. But those
who are not patient to wait till the next issue, should care-
tully study my essay \s3y3 3/ JU! in the Urdu Section. For
the present | confine myseir to a few verses from Igbal,
which will give you Igbal’s view on Life, the evolution of
the Soul and Taqdeer.
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If man is to be deprived of this free and creative ac-
tion, he will be nothing better than the inanimate things
such as trees, stone, etc., etc. Man must not follow the
theory of a pre-ordained destiny; he must not believe in
Fatalistic resignation, but, on the other hand, must create
his own and everything else’s destiny. This is in a few
words what Igbal preaches.

LTI e g et
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You may ask what these laws of God uv (B2l
mean ? Are not they pre-arranged plans of God ? and res-

triction on our free action ? No | the laws of God are not
anything like a pre-arranged fate and put no check on the
free will of man. On the other hand, there are certain
laws which, if observed, help the ego in maintaining the

state of tension. By observing these laws man can attain
such spiritual heights that the Lord, who once called him
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Man, says Igbal, is the flower of creation, and as such
is the master of his soul and the formulater of his action.

He has a free will to do and not to do a certain task. He
can do and undo what he likes. He is a co-
creator with God in some respects. To talk of such
a being as a slave to the pre-ordained fate is simply to
shut one's eyes to the facts of life. A psychological sur-
vey of the human mind clearly shows that man has got a
free will and can act boldly in any way unchecked by any
power from without. Life is action and not contemplation -
and the activity in life, if it is original and creative, is the
most valuable gift of man, through which he creates a
world filled with the highest order and beauty.

o n’e L
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Igbal prefers a life of activity to that of stagnation

and slothful ease. To him an hour of crowded glory is
worth a lifetime without a name. He says :
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Igbal assigns a very important position to the free and
creative action of man; for :

Life is man’s secret, the Essence of his creation;

Fetter it—it shrinks to an indigent stream;

Free it—it becomes as the limitless ocean;

Though hidden in a house of clay

Life shines forth in the will to conquer.

' o (Igbal).
According to Igbal activity on the part of man must
be creative and original and must not run into routine pat-
terns. Creative action is the mission of man's existence on

the earth. Says Igbal :
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Believing that the Omnipotence of God is in no way
a check upon man's free will, Igbal gives a most logical
and convincing answer to the problem of Fate or Destiny.

He says in Javednama :
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These few lines epitomise Igbal's view on Destiny.

He believes that Destiny is nothing but what we are or

what we do. We, and none else, are the formulators of
our destiny and the makers of our fortune. This tall talk

of Destiny as a pre-arranged plan is merely a mask for
hiding the reactionary and retrogressive tendencies of the
weaker souls. This fact is brought out in Ikl e JEa

in Zarbe-Kaleem.
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To hold the opinion that a superimposed fate moulds
man’s life is as absurd as anything. It is because man is
co-eternal with God and the master of the Universe which
lies helpless before him to mould and conquer.

We have mentioned somewhere above that the will
of the ego is part of the will of God, and therefore, does not
in any way detract from His Omnipotence. There is every
possibility of the combination of the resignation to the will

of God— ( jj , and the free action of man.

The life of the Holy Prophet (may peace be upon him)
bears testimony to it. The Holy Prophet no doubt
preached that we should resign to the will of God, but never-
theless he warned us against the fatalistic or pure resigna-
tion which leads to the negligenle of one's efforts to
control the situation. In the words of Igbal, the Prophet
said to the Arab, who said that he had left the camel to the
care of God and His Prophet, when he was asked what he
had done to the camel before coming in to see him (the

Prophet).
S VY S VRS 1 98 Tt 4

Resignation to the will of God and desire for bold

action are the main principles of Islam and are not averse

to each other. Hence a combination is possible or rather

certain between them. Says the Holy Quran 45\)‘\3 ag‘ :

Igbal’s faith in the supreme greatness of man is so
strong that he does not hesitate even to say :

clgfiapimains s o B/l
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apparent that man's destiny is not pre-ordained, but it is he
who moulds it in the way he likes best. The free will of
the ego is part of the free will of God, and consequently
does not in anyway go against the Omnipotence or the

Omn’scense of God. Says Igbal :—
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The words of God “Good and evil are for the person
who does them,” imply that there are ample chances for
independent action on the part of man. Man is perfectly
and assuredly the master of his destiny; and all that exists
in the Universe is inferior to him and consequently is under
his supremacy. Man, preaches Igbal, is a mighty flame of
fire, capable of singing the lowest depths of the nether
world and the loftiest heights of the empyrean. This idea
is fully expressed in the following lines :—
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everything else. The famous poem wleild)od pleel -
is a positive proof of this. The poem runs like this :—
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These few lines epitomise the views of Igbal on man,
the Co-creator with God and the formulator of his own
destiny and that of everything else destiny.

But what is Destiny. Igbal defines—It is time
regarded as an organic whole that the Quran describes as
Taqdir or Destiny a word which has been so much misunder-
stood both in and outside the world of Islam. Destiny is time
regarded as prior to the disclosure of its possibilities. It
is time freed from the net of casual sequence—Time
regarded as destiny forms the very essence of things, As the
Quran says ‘God created all things and assigned to each its
destiny." The destiny of a thing then is not an unrelent-
ing Fate working like a task master; it is the inward reach
of a thing; its realizable possibilities which lie within the
depths of its nature.” From the above quotation it is
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The pessimists relegate man to a very unimportant
position in the system of the Universe. Man according to.
them is not the master of his will and the formulator of his
destiny; but, on the other hand, he is like a helpless reed
tossed about by the furious waves of Fate. He is

nothu}g, but a mere toy in the hands of destiny, mcapagi":
of domg anythmg according to his own will. A pessimist

says:—
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Such kind of Passive Fatalism and yielding to a cala-
mity rather than facing it, is the result of a diseased will
and stifles all human activity. Igbal is a reaction against
al! these paralysing forces of Fatalism which cheats man-
kind out of life. He is a messenger of life—the life of
action; his idea of the development of Khudi (4,5, or
personality is a crusade against the blind Destiny or the
Passive Fatalism. He preaches action and initiative. Com-
plete resignation to the pre-ordained Fate and the negation
of one's own Self is the greatest crime in his eyes. Says

Igbal: —
;"i' AL = ]%dﬁ/ﬂ% ,&’f%’wi "If//./q ‘f,’éw
Man, according to Igbal, is the Deputy of God on the

Earth, and as such he has to fulfil the Divine purpose under-
lying the creation of the Universe. With this faith in the

supreme greatness of man Igbal cannot but eliminate Fate
in the sense of the tyrannical ordinance of the Universe.
On the other hand Igbal says that man is the master of the
Universe, and is the maker of his own destiny and that of
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which is of course the best of its type and most truly repre-
sents the pessimistic outlook of life.
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The follwoing verses from Ahmad Nadeem Qasmi,
also indicate the same helpless state of puzzledness in which
Khayyam and Ghalib are caught:—

/,.wu/az,g-j,l‘;),ﬂ uLj{gfﬁé"'L}Upb{d"?“
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These verses are the outcome of the poet’s heart, pen-

sive and full of deep pathos. But the pensive malancholy

in which the poet breaks out, although very human in its

tenderness and extreme sensitiveness to the burden of

human sorrow, is yet very unprophet-like and degenerat-

ing. To have a clearer and more concrete knowledge of
the Fatalist destiny one should read the following poem,
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with the exception of the excellent Rumi (may God have

mercy on his soul) who says:—
M)Jrr" (I y W/ i—’.‘d"/?)/'b"u""/q i’/ﬂZJ
4 . . o
wﬂ?ﬁﬁg&y il pii— e S (‘/
A fUtiur G oignnlinin

Rumi assigns to man a special importance in the system
of the universe, an importance which exceeds that of the
earth and the heavenly bodies. With this faith in the
greatness of man, he is never pessimistic. __Hglplgggncss,
'melancholy, and despondency, which are the key notes of
the eastern poet’s attitude towards life and destiny are
meaningless and obscure to Rumi. His is, on the other
hand, an attitude of confidence and assurance of man's sup-

reme greatness over the entire universe.

To resume the thread of our discussion the fatalistic
resignation is the outcome of mystical philosophy and Pla-
tonic contemplation and has led to the denial and negation
of life.

The third poet of considerable importance in this con-
nection is the famous Urdu poet Ghalib, who, although he
has no consistant philosophy of fate, is yet deeper in pathos
and more reflective and philosophic in his attitude towards
Fate. Feeling puzzled before the comtradiction and im-
providence of life, he tries to determine the cause, but
reacts to it in the form of bohemianism. Ghalib like Omar
Khayyam is lost in his puzzledness and has no faith in the
ultimate success and greatness of man’s life, and relegates
man to a very unimportant position in the cosmos. The
following verses clearly indicate Ghalib's attitude towards
life and destiny. He says :—
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Groaning under this sorry scheme of things, Khayyam
tries to conspire against and upset Fate and to remould it
nearer to his heart’s desire. \‘But finding no escape his
reaction turns into the drinking of wine and more wine—
supreme and everlasting oblivion.,

eibnfie fE wifuie sl

1;14(10 fu’.’/)}a #u J),-ﬁ(} =l (; ¢

(\Wine is for Omar what oil is for the lamp—it is his
very existence as he says :—

23/ l,./,z)uh’l/'ﬁ)t u);bjrfz.ﬁgb
B2y K baJ 18 h’i—‘{/// wu/'&ﬁ(f L),)é‘f){@

After Omar we come to Hafiz, the greatest lyrical
poet of Persian, whose sweetest songs are not those of the
attainmert of his heart’s desire, but rather of the sorrows
of disappointment and failure. Hafiz; very like Omar,
believes in Passive Fatalism. According to him man has
no free will of his own, and his actions are wholly deter-
mined by some power other than man himself. Fate or
Destiny is a pre-ordained plan. Man has no hand in for-
mulating his destiny. Hence a complete resignation to the
will of God is necessary. Says Hafiz:—

YA » o 9.. - <
MUP‘JM{J/.’J{/ G .%an#o)byWJ
This Passive Fatalism or Fatalistic resignation to the will

of God is the burden of the poetry of all the Eastern poets
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Destiny-in Igbal

The theme of Destiny or Fate can be handled in various
ways. It is as old as human sorrow and as deep as tragedy,
but in the common run of our poetry its treatment has not
gone beyond the expression of sorrow at failure and dis-
appointment, and the conception of a mythical being, the
sky or the stars appearing as the incarnate Fate. The
first poet of note in this connection is Omar Khayyam in
whose quatrains, we find an attitude of sullen indifference
to a tyrannical and bungling Providence. Khayyam was
always in the fatal grip of pessimism and melancholy which
engendered in him a spirit of the denial of life. He says:—

NIRRT AN A l/&/(ﬁjé_q’)u{/);:&"
R 7] AFe Jox Gq/b;ﬁr,b’

Omar caught in this helpless state of perplexity is
always groaning. He is bewildered and completely over-
come by the chaos and darkness of the world, and losing
sight of his own greatness and divine origin 1Is terrified
by the spectacle of the apparently stupendous - difficulties
and troubles facing him. He accuses his destiny which he
believes is a pre-arranged thing and lies beyond his reach
somewhere in the spheres of the stars and the depths of the
blue sky. Says Omar:—

SR T ot B Jyw_,&)(fé?u
shlpusctis spt
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pray there may be many among those whom [ see before
me to-day who will come to the top. To those who do not
I would repeat what | have already said that if each one of
us does his best to fill the particular niches which fall to his
lot he is as useful and as necessary for the good of the so-
ciety as a whole as the few who occupy high pedestals. They
may find consolation in the beautiful lines of a Persian
Quatrain, probably by Omar Khayam, which says:—

ubg&-"‘/(:'.»é%rj: uuqvﬁ’/l,gf‘f{? |
))‘)@%’U""y l;(,’/)bf 4}&))&{6&2—

“Whoever has got in this world half a loaf of bread
and a nest to shelter him, who is neither the servitor of
anyone nor served by anybody. Tell him to live merrily,
as this is a life of bliss.”

U]
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said about the growth of industrialism in the State and the
part which its educated young men may play in it. In
Indian States, you have one advantage which we in other
parts of India do not possess to the same extent. While
we are gradually advancing towards ‘‘Swaraj,”" the Indian
States enjoy it in many respects. Given a sympathetic Ruler
and a progressive administration you have great latitude
for trying beneficent experiments of a constructive nature
if you think them worth while. You are not bound by hard
and fast rules, and even if you are, by rules of your own
making which you find irksome, your government have
facilities for modifying them to suit your newly arising
needs. There is no reason therefore, why you should not
take advantage of such facilities you have, and should not
help your young men in finding useful occupations in life

beyond employment in the offices of the State.

I hope what | have said as to finding of new means of
livelihood among hitherto less coveted avenues of work
would not be taken to mean that [ wish to discourage young
men from taking to the learned professions or literary pur-
suits, for which they have qualified after years of hard work.
| recognise that those are the more natural outlets for their
energy and must continue to attract the most talented
among them. You know the well-known saying that there
is always room at the top. It is as true to-day as it was,
"when it was first uttered by some one. [ will, however,
modify it a little and say that these walks of life have
become so crowded now that there is room only at the
top for those who have the patience and the grit to work their
way up in the midst of discouragements and difficulties. |
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should be resourceful enough to devise ways of living for
themselves, even though their beginnings are humble and
give them a bare subsistepce. If they do this, we may see
in course of time that from them big masters of industries

and builders of fortunes may spring up.

You are familiar with the saying that he who helps to
grow two blades of grass where there was only one before
is a benefactor of humanity. Now see what a prospect of
work opens up before you, provided some of you can turn
your hand to the plough. The Government of His High-
ness the Ruler Bahadur of this State, in co-operation with
the Punjab Government has harnessed the waters of the
river Sutluj to the service of the vast uncultivated areas in
the State and are making a thousand blades of grass grow
where there was none before. Do not you think that it is
your duty as the citizens of the State and as able-bodied
young men, with sinewy hands and arms, to take a share in
developing the areas won back from the sandy desert, by
your Ruler and his administration. | once suggested to
the Punjab Government that in order to relieve unemploy-
ment among the educated class, free grants of land or grants
on easy terms may be given to graduates or under-graduates
who may be willing to cultivate land with their own hands.
I was told that Government would willingly do so, if it felt
sure that educated men would be prepared to work, but
that it was doubtful that they would take to manual labour
of this kind. [ understand the experiment has been tried
on a modest scale in the Punjab. A similar experiment, if
tried in the State, where young men are less sophisticated,
may perhaps prove more successful, The same may be
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will keep you busy and keeping one’s self busy is one of
the secrets of a happy life. Besides this it may lead to some
paying work being created for you in your own village or
town when people see your zeal for work and selfless devo-
tion to the good of your fellowmen. Some of you who
may have a brain for business should turn your thoughts
at once to finding a business that will suit you. If it brings
you just enough to live on, you should consider that small
income as of higher value than service in any Government
department as it gives you independence. Those of you
who can turn your hand to some kind of manual labour
should not hesitate to do so. The idea that has long clung
to the minds of educated men in our country that manual
work is below the dignity of the lettered people is a wrong
idea and should be got rid of. The Holy Prophet of Arabia
has left a noble tradition behind him, which says

AN anZe O
“The man who earns l.is living by his handicraft is loved
by God.” He himself acted upon this maxim. He
mended his own shoes, his own sacred hands were used in
the building of his mosque in Medina, the home of his
adoptation after he left Mecca. The late Maulana Hali,

our national poet, emphasised the nobility of work in the
following forceful words:—

J}'f""cﬂ Cof e, g:,fyc:'u,my’w)u’ia g

“Excellence in shoe making is more useful than the
knowledge of Plato. This is a subtle truth which has not

been understood by philosophers of old, known as Mashais
and [shraqgis.”

In drawing attention to this aspect of the question
what | wish really to emphasise is that educated young men
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anything to help themselves if they do not succeed in finding
employment in Government offices.

The best advice that I can give to my young friends is
Be Brave.” In the conditions prevailing now a few lucky
ones among you may find work in certain departments of
the State and begin to earn their living, but for the majority
of you there is nothing but struggle. The words ‘‘battle of
life’” were previously used in the metaphorical sense. They
are now true in fact. Life is a veritable battle in which you
have to fight with a determination to win. Look at young
men of your age in Britain, in Canada, in Australia, in New-
zealand, and a good many Indians doing military duties to-
day. They are going out bravely in response to the call of
duty, prepared to lay down their lives in the grim fight before
them or to come out victorious. Apart from the risks of war
there is nc end of hardships that the soldiers have to endure.
To live in the trenches in cold and wet weather, to get limited
rations of food and to deny themselves all comforts of life,
are only some of their sufferings. The struggle before you
in your hunt for careers is nothing compared to what your
peers are passing through, but it calls for the same heroic
spirit, the same determination, and the same capacity to
bear hardships and to suffer defeats in the hope of gaining
victory in the end. [ would give one practical suggestion
to be tried by you while you are trying to find jobs and
learning to “‘struggle and to wait’”’ and that is this that you
should start doing something useful even if that activity
does not bring you any money. For instance, when you
go back to your village home you may start a campaign
Sgai”t illiteracy or devote your energies to the improve-

“ment of the sanitary conditions of your surroundings. This
’ *
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education that the cultivation of physidal powers is as neces-
sary as mental progress. The Principal of this College has
been a well-known sportsman of the Punjab University. [am
told he is called the “‘Father of Games in Bahawalpur State.”
It is not surprising, therefore, that the young men under his
influence are fond of sports. It appears that in the year under
report the College could not achieve success in the finals of
the games in which it competed with outside teams, but
from the promising starts made by the various College teams,
it may be hoped that with perseverance it will be able to hold
its own aga'nst its rival teams in the Punjab in the field of
sports, as it already does in the average of the results of the
University Examinations.

It must be remembered, however, that examination
results, though important, are not the best test of the effi-
ciency or usefulness of a College. The real test is whether
you have succeeded in making men out of the boys that were
entrusted to your care at the most pliable time of their life.
The application of this test is now more than ever necessary.
It is no longer enough to say to the out-going young men,
“we congratulate you and give you a hearty send-off and our
good wishes to every one of you for a successful career.”
We cannot continue to live in an imaginary dreamland as to
the prospects of those who have taken their degrees but,
must face facts as they are. There was a time when a young
man with a University degree had a fairly good chance of
finding employment, but now at the end of their academic
careers our students have to be prepared for more dis-
appointments than appointments. The situation thus created
rgises the important question whether young men ca‘n: do

-
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moment is the proposed introduction of military training in
the College. The world is unfortunately passing through
a period of great strife. Whenever we turn on our radio sets
we hear of nothing but the clash of arms between the
warring nations. We may dislike war and may believe
in peace, but the necessity of learning the use of arms
to defend one’s hearth and home is being commonly
realised by what is happening around us. In ancient
times it used to be a part of the training of a properly
educated young man to be able to wield the pen and
the sword with equal facility. As observed by the late
Maulvi Nazir Ahmad in a verse composed by him when the
riding squad of the M.A.O. College, which is now the Mus-
lim University of Aligarh, was being organised, it is neces-
sary that the students should come out with the capacity of
a double-edged sword and be soldiers as well as penmen.

The verse in Urdu runs as follows:—
u}‘ ZJ()’J D)Qj" L/ J‘W‘fdru)g":.*/;;’

In deciding to start the Military Training you have put
this idea into practice. It is in the fitness of things that the
young men of Bahawalpur may follow the example of their
noble ruler who combines in his person the qualities of a
soldier and a statesman. You have done well also to follow
the splendid lead given by him to his subjects and to his
countrymen in British India, in his appeal to help the valiant
British people in the war which has been forced on them and
which they are fighting with a heroism which has received
unstinted admiration from all parts of the world. [ am glad
to see that due emphasis is laid in this College on sports and
out—door games. It is now a well-recognised principle of
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Convocation Address

(Delivered by SIR SHEIKH ABDUL QADIR)

Mr. President, Mr. Principal, and Gentlemen,

I am grateful to you for affording me this opportunity
of renewing my acquaintance with the Sadiq Egerton Col-
lege and with the capital of Bahawalpur State, the educa-
tional progress of which is represented by this institution.
I saw it last more than ten years ago. It has steadily grown
since in its activities and equipment. You are fortunate in
having as your ruler an enlightened Prince who has inherited
from his Abbaside ancestory a genuine love of learning, and
is desirous of doing all he can to place the advantages of
modern education within the reach of all classes of his sub-
jects. In achieving this object His Highness has been
loyally helped by his able Ministers. In your Education
Minister you have a zealous, though unostentatious, worker
in the cause of Education.

The College may be congratulated on the developments
mentioned in the report to which we have just listened. The
opening of the Honours classes in Persian and English, the
introduction of an Industrial Section in the Science depart-
ment and the starting of an Engineering class are all steps
in the right direction. They show that on the Arts side you
aim bigher than mere pass degrees, and on the Science side
you are not forgetting the need of making a practical use of
knowledge imparted to the students. The new feature,
however, which has a special significance at the pre;sent

106



THE OASIS

A few years ago important religious functions and
celebrations were organized by the College Union as repre-
senting the entire student community. But unfortunately
they have been stopped somehow or other. The celebra-
tion of such religious function, as Milqd-un-Nabi, Meraj,
the Death anniversary of Hazrat Ali and Imam Hussain,
in the College, will be very profitable to our cause, as it
will create among the students greater interests in matters
of religion and will enable them to understand the true
significance of religion. We are confident that the College
authorities and the students will pay due attention to our
suggestion and will celebrate in future all the important

religious functions.
* * * %

The long winter term, with its numerous activities is
fast coming to a close and with the approach of examina-
tions the atmosphere in the College is growing serious
and grim. The fear of the coming examination hangs over
our heads like the sword of Damocles and cheats us of some of
the pleasure of life, the fun and frolic, I'ght-hearted gos-
sip and the nocturnal revelries. Burning the midnight oil and
poring listlessly over the pages of dry-as-dust books is our
main occupation in these days. These are the days of hard
struggle. We march on like “camels of drowsed contem-
plation” ‘breaking the slumberous desert air’ with invisible
bells, but are confident that at the end of all these difficulties
and hardships awaits the golden fruit of success for us.

Good speed to all. Adieu!
EDITOR.
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The problem of rural reconstruction is the most im-
portant problem confronting India to-day and is calling for
an immediate solution. The greatest service that we can
render to humanity in this age is to find out a solution to
the problems of the Indian villagers, the most ill-fed and
ill-clad people in the world. But it must be known to all
that no problem is so difficult and so stupendous as the
problem of village uplift, and people, not inspired by the
sincerest motive, cannot do the hard task of reforming the
village-folk. Therefore those who have a sense of respon-
sibility and sympathy with the masses, and are inspired by
a genuine love of service and self-sacrifice, should come

forward and replace weaker men.

The above remarks, though a bit harsh and unpalat-
able, have not been written in a spirit of uncharitable cri-
ticism, but have been inspired by the sincerest motive, with
a view to awaken the conscience of the students, so that
they may earnestly and honestly set themselves to reform
the village folk, the back-bone of the Indian nation.

We trust that our appeal will not go unheeded. Our
students will cultivate a sense of responsibility and will
wuiire forward to join the Social Service League not for the
sake of a “Roll of Honour"” but for the good of humanity.

# * g #

For a few years we have not been making any progress
in sports. The result is that we often lose University
matches in the very beginning. The sports authorities are
requested to examine and report on the conditions of sports
in order to introduce necessary improvements.
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Mr. Nazeer's regime has ushered in a period of great pro-
gress for the Library.
% % 2 *
The different tutorial groups wield tremendous
influence on the life and the activities of the students.

The Majid Literary League, under the guidance of Dr.
Shuja and Mr. Shaheed, is doing its work very successfully
as a nursery of the brilliant and talented poets and writers
of prose, and possesses a unique and enviable position
among the literary circles of Bahawalpur State.

Bazm-i-Adab and College Union have begun to
evince happy signs of life and improvements after a long
period of lethargy.

The Historical Society and the Economic Society have
been very active in the College throughout, and have had
a full and varied programme of activities. But we are
sorry to say that the Mathematical Society has not shown
the least signs of life during the last year. Similar is the
case with the Science Society. The First Year Literary Circle
founded last year is showing signs of decadence. I
fear that if nothing is done to improve it, it will sink into
the terrible ocean of non-existence.

The Social Service League was founded in 1938, and
had for its aims the welfare and uplift of the poor villagers
of the State and the British Punjab. We were told that
the chief aim of the society was to create a keen interest
in rural reconstruction and for this purpose the society
would organize excursions to villages from time to time.
But we are pained to see that nothing has been done so far
in connection with village uplift.
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In the evening at 7 p.m. Sir Abdul Qadir delivered a
speech on “‘Female Education.” It was an inspiring speech
and made a lasting impression on the people of Bahawalpur.

The next day at a quarter to 3 P.M. we paid a visit to
Sir Abdul Qadir at Abbas Manzil in order to have the bene-
fit of his views on certain problems of Indian and interna-
tional importance. While discussing the causes of the
present war Sir Abdul Qadir said that the present upheaval
was due to the absence of religion in Europe. He further
remarked that he gave precedence to religion over every-
thing else, as religion leads to peace, happiness, and con-
tentment. Islam is the only religion in tune with
nature and offers a solution to the vicissitudes of life, the
caprice of fortune or the buffets of circumstances. It can
'Be]p man, as it has helped him in the past, to reach the
borders of divinity and to maintain the correct equilibrium
of mind and matter or the true conduct and purport of life
in this world and in the hereafter. Talking on Socialism
he said that he did not believe in it at all as it has divorced
religion and aims at equality through the stomach. He.
said that principles not based on religion can be “easily
violated, and cannot save men from starvation, misery, and

mischief.
% * ¥ ¥

Mr. Nazeer, our new librarian is a man of kind and
sympathetic nature and genial personality. Within a short
time he has won the affection and esteem of the entire
student community. He has already effected many im-
provements in the library. A large number of books
both in English and Urdu have been added, and a keen

interest in the library has been created among the students.
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Muslim education. It has also appointed a Touring Com-
mittee under the presidentship of Sir Azizul Haq, Speaker
of the Bengal Assembly to examine and report on the con-
ditions of Muslim education and to find out ways and means
to overcome difhculties in the way of preparing a scheme
of education purely based on Islamic lines. The Committee
has toured the whole of India, and is now busy drafting its
report to be presented to the main Committee in due time.

The Committee visited Bahawalpur in October last.
It also interviewed His Highness the Nawab Sahib Bahadur
at Dera Nawab Sahib, and sought his advice and opinion
about the matter. We learnt that His Highness was very
much pleased to interview the Committee, and sympathised

with its noble aims and objects.

* * * %

The annual convocation of the College was held this
year on the 22nd February, 1941. A large number of
State officials, besides the citizens and the students, assem-
held on that occasion in the College Hall. Ali Martabat
the Minister for Education presided. The convocation
began at a quarter past twelve, and Sir Abdul Qadir read
the Convocation Address. Speaking at length on different
topics, the worthy speaker advised and appealed to the
students to “‘be brave” and to face the storm and stress of
life in a spirit of cheerfulness. While talking on the pro-
blem of education Sir Abdul Qadir said that the chief aim
of education is not to make us capable of getting some pay-
ing employment, but to make us men in the real sense of
the word.
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Lord Curzon brought the entire educatiomal system
from the primary to the university stage under State con-
trol. This measure of his evoked a hurricane of protest. The
National Education movement was started, but as it was
born amidst political excitement, it soon fizzled out.

Then came another great political upheaval, the Non-
co-operation movement. This movement made the people
of this country think furiously about the problem of
National Education, but unfortunately it proved too partial

and exclusive to be accepted by all.

It was a hundred years ago when there was a transfer
of power from the Mughal to the Britisher, and Sir Syed
drafted a scheme of education to prepare the Muslims to play
their role in the New Order. The object of Sir Syed’'s
scheme was to save the Indian Muslims, their culture, and
civilization in this country by evolving a system of educa-
tion which had the virtues of the western and the eastern
systems without the defects of either. This system of edu-
cation worked well till the great war of 1914. But after
that the world changed, and a new situation arose which
created new educational problems for the Muslim educa-
tionists to solve. A system of education on Islamic lines,
which could equip the youths to meet the modern needs
and requirements, and could prepare them to achieve their
main object ‘Free Islam in a free India,” became the need
of the times. The All-India Muslim Educational Confer-
ence has at last realized the necessity of preparing a new
scheme of education to meet the new situation and, it has
appointed a Committee called the Kamal Yar Jung Com-

mittee which has issued an excellent questionnaire on
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task. Last, but not least, | owe allegiance to the Almighty
God who made His poor humble creature like me able to do
“a service to the Muslim Millat and the Muslim Youth.”
% ¥ % ¥

It was with feelings of the greatest joy and satisfaction
that we received the news that our benevolent ruler has
been created a Grand Commander of the exalted order of
Star of India. The high-souled ruler of a big and progres-
sive State, His Highness is an able statesman and adminis-
trator, and the title conferred upon him is a recognition of
the great qualities of head and heart of His Highness, the
Nawab Sahib. We humbly and respectfully present our
felicitations on this happy occasion to our beldved and
benevolent ruler. We are sure that His Highness is des-
tined for unprecedented recognition in years to come. May
God pour His blessings on His Highness and carry him
from honour to honour. Amen.

From the 24th of January to the 26th there was
great enthusiasm in Bahawalpur in connection with the
celebratior s of the ‘Title Ceremony.” These ceremonies
were celebrated with great eclat throughout the State, par-
ticularly in Bahawalpur City. These have been the hap-
piest days in the lives of the citizens of Bahawalpur as they
have been privileged to witness scenes of splendour and
magnificence beyond their dreams.  Sweets were distri-
buted among the students of the State and prayers were
offered in mosques and mandirs for the long life and pros-
perity of His Highness.

We again humbly offer our best felicitations to His
Highness and pray that he may live long to receive more
honours and to rule over his vast dominions,
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danger from within or without. Igbal was a man who saw

life in its ultimate realities. Unlike Gandhi he preached:
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Igbal not only awakened the people to the changes
passing over the world, but also inspired them with the best
ideals of Jihad and Khudi. He always concentrated his
attention on human destiny, particularly the destiny of the
Muslims. His poetry gives expression to the spirit of
Islam, as a religion and as an ideal society based on the
ultimate realities of life. He is rightly called ‘‘the
Awakener of Islam’—and | am confident that the teachings

of Igbal will in due time bring about the desired change in
the world:

Although he is known as a poet to the world, Igbal
was more than a mere poet. He was a prophet of humanity
and the bearer of a new idea of illuminating life with a
fresh significance. The young generation of Muslims
particularly of the Indian .Muslims, has unbounded esteem
for him, and looks up to him as their philosopher, teacher,
and guide. Most of the essays published in this magazine

clearly confirm this statement.

Before 1 conclude my humble appreciation of Igbal, I
avail myself of the opportunity of thanking all those who
extended to me their heartiest co-operation in this sacred
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of modern society. He was a great Socialist, and had great
love and sympathy for the labouring classes.
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Although }ns poetry smacks of Soclalism, Igbal had no faith
in the Carl Marxian philosophy of bread, which aims at
equality through the stomach, and has divorced spiritualism
from life.

Igbal's was a great and elusive personality. Besides
being a first rate poet and an eminent thinker, he possessed
a charming personality that commanded a world-wide circle
of admirers.  Igbal was a lover of humanity, and never
differentiated between man and man. He was by nature
an independent man and lived a life of liberty at all costs.
He was simple in his habits and honest and fair in his deal-
ings. He never ran after wealth and even did not accept

it when it came to him by way of tribute. He strongly
held the principle:

rf/JuWﬂ } b&:lu—'(ﬁ— ;‘{)Jrc—,« /b/u/;uy

But despite all his 51mpl1c1ty, Igbal was not an ascetic.
He was a true Muslim, and his life was a happy combina-
tion of spiritualism and worldliness.

Igbal was a great teacher and preacher of Islam, and
a fearless advocate of its cause. He always fought bravely
for the cause of Islam and stood like a rock against every
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As a Muslim politician, Igbal was an orthodox Pan-
Islamist. He not only desired the revival of Islamic society,
but wanted to create a true Muslim State with its typical
politico-economic system.  Therefore he insisted on the
unity of Islamic countries. Meesag-i-Sadabad is to some
extent the fulfilment of the dream of Igbal, end let us hope
that it will bring about a union of souls among all the
Muslim nations of the world.

As an Indian politician Igbal sought the unity of
Indian nations not in the negation but in the mutual har-
mony of the many. He held the ‘two-nation theory,’ and
never favoured a polity on a national basis. He was never
prepared to pay the heavy price, the suppression of indivi-
dual culture, in order to create a nation with one mind. As
a solution of the Hindu-Muslim problem he proposed the
division of India into two parts—Muslim India—now
known as Pakistan and Hindu India. Presiding over the
Allahabad Session (1930) of the All-India Muslim League,
he said, *....the formation of a consolidate North-West
Indian Muslim State appears to me to be the final destiny
of the Muslims at least of North-West India.”

Although this idea of Igbal has undergone a little
change since then, yet it remains a great directing force
till now. The policy of the All-India Muslim League and
of the All-India Muslim Students’ Federation and the cele-
bration of the Pakistan Day throughout India clearly show
that the efforts of Igbal are bearing fruit at last.

As an economist Igbal preached the economic system
of lslam to be the only solution of the economic problems
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In order to conquer both the visible and the invisible
forces of the universe, the Ego should strengthen through

love, for:
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Igbal had great faith in the strength of the Self as an object
to which all human energy should be directed. Whether
in the case of the individual or the nation self-affirmation
I8 necessary; as it creates new values in life.

Igbal was born and brought up in a home typically
Muslim, and, as such, had a great esteem for
religion. He gave precedence to religion over every-
thing else, and- considered it to be the heeler of all our
wounds and worries. Islam presented to him an ideal
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