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ECONOMIC STUDIES.

[. -SOME SOUTH INDIAN VILLAGES.

INTRODUCTION.

HEN in January 1913 Sir Theodore Morison delivered the
Inaugural Address of the Madras Economic Association, he
suggested that economic enquiry in the Madras Presidency

should begin with a sociological and statistical survey of a typical
Indian village. Obviously too much stress must not.be laid upon
the word “ typical.” No single village can be typical of the Presi-
dency of Madras and the neighbouring States of Southern India.
It can at best be typical of a particular district, and long acquaint-
ance with the district is necessary to qualify an enquirer to decide
which village is most typical. On the other hand the advantages
of the method of study recommended by Sir Theodore Morison are
obvious. Villages came before towns, and even in the most indus-
trialized countries, where all economic questions tend to be studied
from an urban point of view, itis well to be reminded that the
cconomic life of a town or city cannot be understood without refer-
ence to the lands which send it its food and raw materials, and the
villages from which it attracts young men and women.. The
importance of rural activities and of village life in India, in view
of the enormous preponderance of its agricultural population over
that engaged in mining, manufacture, commerce and transport, is
not likely to be overlooked; and least of all in Southern India,
which has no coal mines and no great industries like cotton
manufacture in Bombay and jute in Bengal.

On taking up my appointment as Professorof Indian Economics
in the University of Madras in December 1915, I determined to
direct the attention of students towards the study of particular
villages. Instead of endeavouring to select typical villages, I made
my choice on the simple principle of taking those that were most
available. [ asked students of the University who were willing to
help to make surveys of their native villages during the long
vacation. To help them I drew upa “Village Questionnaire "—a
book of questions, spaced fairly liberally, interleaved with blank
pages.

Some study was necessary in order to decide what questions to
ask. In this I was assisted by Mr. E. V. Sundaram Reddi, who
accompanicd me to his native village of Eruvellipet in the second
week of February 1916.

ERUVELLIPET.

The route.—One hundred miles south of Madras on the main line
to Trlchmopoly, Madura, and the alternative crossings to Ceylon, is
the town of Villupuram, the junction for Pondicherry. Here the
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railway which has been keeping to the west of French territory
turns eastwards to approach the coast at Cuddalore; but the high
road from Madras, which also passes through Villupuram, keeps its
dircction a little to the west of south. Eight miles from Villupuram
along this road lies Eruvellipet. We left Madras in the carly even-
ing, reached Villupuram at night, and went on to Eruvellipet by
bullock cart in the early morning.

The country is flat, though the rocky spurs of the Eastern Ghats
are visible in the west. The road is a high road in the literal
sense, for it has been built up some feet above the level of the
surrounding rice fields, which, in the early part of February, were
mostly ripening for harvest, though in some spots the harvest had
already been carried, and the land was being ploughed for a'
second crop, and in other places it was still green, and needing
water. In the comparative treelessness of the landscape the picot-
tahs stood out conspicuously, with two or three men plodding
patiently on the swinging beam that works this primitive pump,
alternately towards and away from the wooden pillar, some 15 or
20 feet high, on which it hinges, but always, in either direction,
climbing upwards, for the picottah combines the characteristic
fcatures of the sec-saw and tread-mill.

As is usual with South Indian roads this one has its margin well
planted with trees.  But whoever was responsible for tree-planting
here had views not generally shared by his colleagues in other
districts. Though shade was of course the first desideratum, he
achieved a secondary object also, instead of the usual banyan or
margosa planting coconut palms, mango trees and tamarinds.
The right of picking the fruit of these for each mile of road is sold
annually by auction, and the proceeds go to the highway fund.
This fund apparently needs all the adventitious support it can get,
for the road is very bad, in places almost impassable, and, pre-
sently when it reaches the bank of the South Pennar river, it
presents a hiatus of a mile of sandy track, with, at onc spot, a feeble
trickle of water just enough to wet the feet of the oxen. A mile or
two further on the same phenomenon recurs, where the road crosses
the Malattar river, another channel of the South Pennar. Between
these two channels, and along the bank of the Malattar, lies
Eruvellipet, a viHage of 1,139 acres and (19171) 1,150 inhabitants.

The River Maluttar.—Unpromising as the River Malattar appears,
an arid waste of sand, with little vegetation beyond prickly-pear,
into which cattle, buffaloes, goats and pigs are turned apparently
rather for air and exercise than for any nutriment procurable, it is
this river that dominates the life of Eruvellipet. It is a riverin
spite of its appearance ; the water is there, flowing from the table-
land of Mysore to the Bay of Bengal, bencath the surface of the
sand, and is to be won by digging. Wells in the village if sunk
deep enough, are filled by infiltration ; the largest of those wells,
equipped with an effective pump driven by an oil-engine, supplies
a continuous stream of water for the irrigation of about a dozen
acres of technically “dry” land. A more important part of the
water-supply comes from the bed of the river, and is brought down
by what are known as “spring channels” to the village. These
streams supply the water used for drinking and domestic purposes,
andirrigate alarge part of the “ wet lands.” Every year, in .the mon-
soon, these channels in the bed of the river are partly obliterated ;



INTRODUCTION 3

every year they have to be dug afresh, by the co-operative labour of
the villagers. The fact that this co-operative labour is necessary
and that it is certain to bring its reward, goes far to counteract the
forces, always so powerful in Indian villages, tending towards
industrial apathy and excessive conservatism. Perhaps also the
racial constitution of the village helps. Though it is, taken as a
whole, a Tamil village, the leading families are Telugu-speaking
Reddis, immigrants from the north, somewhat taller and larger in
frame than the Tamils, lighter and yellower in complexion. The
Telugus in their own country are more backward educationally
and industrially than the Tamils; but here, like Danes in Anglo-
Saxon villages, as a superior caste, speaking onc language in their
homes, and another in the village, they are the more apt to make
the effort to learn English also, and are in fact frequently tri-
lingual.

Besides the water drawn from the River Malattar, the village
has a tank (i.c., an artificial lake) that gives a three months’ supply
of water for the irrigation of the greater part of the wetland. Itis
fed by the * Reddi channel,” about 15 miles long, starting from the
River Pennar, but receiving surface drainage on the way. Itis
now blocked at the head though not being kept in repair, and at
present the tank is fed only by the water that drains into the
channel during the monsoons. The repair of this channgel is locally
considered a desirable improvement. The amount of wal'er received
by the tank varies from vyear to ycar; but the inconvenience
resulting is reduced by the fact that some lands can he watered
alternatively from the tank and by spring channels.

Cultiviition.—Of the total area of the village, 1,139 acres, 722 acres
are available for cultivation, 417 acres not. This includes the area
of the inhabited village and its two streets, of the tank, of the parts
of the river bed and high road within the village boundaries, and
of the channels for the distribution of water. Of the 722 cultiva-
ble acrcs 542 acres are officially considered * wet,” and pay a kist
(land revenue) of Rs. 2,604 11-0 averaging Rs. 4-15 6 (6s. 5V3d.) per
acre; 180 are “dry.” and pay Rs. 247 14 0 averaging Rs. 1-6-0
(1s. 101&) per acre. Where land is let by the immediate holder
under Government to a sub-tenant, rents run up to Rs. 40 (£2 13-4)
per acre. The use of the land is not strictly actording to its
official classification. The lands are officially ** wet ™ which can
be qpmp[ctcly irrigated from the tank and the spring channels;
but “dry ” land may be adequately irrigated from a private well,
and grow rice, and “wet” land may be used for a “dry” crop.
In the yecar of settlement, 1891, 24 acres of “ dry "' land were under
rice, and 28 acres of wet land under groundnut, spiked millet and
ragi, which are “dry " crops.

In that year only 656 acres out of a maximum possible of 722
were cultivated, as follows :—

. ACRES,
RIE:C 490
Spiked millet, ragi and Ttalian millet . 70
Indigo ... .. 14
Groundniut 19
Vegetables of various sorts I
Palmyra and tamarind |, 9

I-A
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Since that year, there have been various changes. The total
area cultivated has been increased practically to the maximum.
Indigo was found unprofitable, and its cultivation entirely
abandoned until the effect of the war on the price was realized.
.In 1916, 25 acres were sown ; with a prospect of a further extension
in 1917.  On the other hand, the area under groundnuts was much
increased, and averaged about 50 acres in recent years. Ground-
nuts are generally shipped from Madras and Pondicherry for
cxport to Marseilles, and on the outbreak of war, the Eruvellipet
growers specdi_ly cut down the acreage to 10 acres. Of the wet land
about 13 acresis now under sugarcane. Groundnut (combined with
another crop) and sugarcane have this economic characteristic in
common, they both arc valuable crops, but costly to cultivate. '

In Eruvellipet the more common practicc is to combine
groundnut with kambu (spiked millet) or tenai (Italian millet) on
dry lands that depend entirely on rain; in the case of dry lands
that can be watered by wells, a crop of ragi is raiscd first, and the
groundnuts sown just before the ragi is rcady for harvesting. The
combination of groundnut and ragi yields a maximum gross produce
of Rs.200peracre. Groundnut, being a leguminous plant, enriches
the soil. Sugarcanc may yield up to Rs. 500 per acre, though not
more than Rs. 400 has been realized in Eruvellipet, but it occupies
the ground for a little over twelve months, and should not be grown
on the same land more frequently than once in four years. The
extension of either of these crops involves an increased local
demand for labour. Other crops that have been tried on a small
scale and found profitable are tobacco and Cambodia cotton, the
Cambodia sced being obtained from the Agricultural department.
Gingelly and indigois considered a good dry land ccmbination ; the
gross yield being about Rs. 150 on land dependent on rain, and
Rs. 200 where some well water can be applied.

Tree planting and fuel—In two other ways the practical value of
the Madras Department of Agriculture to these villagers is
exemplified. On the worst land, sandy spots awkwardly placed
for irrigation, casuarina, a fir-like tree introduced by the department
from Japan, is grown. Casuarina grows very rapidly and is
excellent firewood. It is customary to cut it down five, six or
seven years after planting.

He who grows casuarina does a service to the whole community,
because thc more firewood is available, the fewer varatties are
burnt. Varatties are large handfulls of cow-dung mixed with
husks made into round flat cakes and stuck on any convenient rock
or wall to dry. To a certain extent they are used in preference to
wood, where a slow burning fire is required, as for boiling milk
when it is inconvenient to watch it ; but mainly varatties are used
because wood is costly or unobtainable. In trceless districts, like
much of the Deccan, practically all the cow-dung that is not
required for washing the walls and floors of houses, or for surgical
dressings for wounds and burns, * is burnt as fuel. Though the
ashes arc saved and used as manure, it can hardly be doubted that
the loss in fertility from this practice is very great. Evenif all the
manurial constituents of chemical value remained in the ash

* On the antiseptic qualities of urea, and its valuc for surgical purposes, vide
* Lancet,” T'ecenber 1915,
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(which Ipresume is not the case) its value in building up humus
and improving the texture and power of retaining moisture of the
soil, as compared with that of dung, is practically nil. But where
wood is abundant by far the greater part of the cow-dung is used
for manure. Therc are even some districts on the West Coast
where the women are beginning to object to the duty which ancient
custom prescribes for them, of picking up the freshly fallen
cow-dung on the high road whenever the opportunity offers, and of
carrying it home in big handfulls. As ox-wagonstravel in unending
streams along thc roads on the plains of Southern India, the
traveller by road has reason to bless this custom, which keeps the
road much cleaner, and makes the dust less noxious, than would
otherwise be the case. Nevertheless the sight of women walking
with the erect and stately carriage which the practice of carrying
burdens on the head confers, reaching down a hand adorned with
numerous silver rings and a bracelet apparently of gold (actually
gilded lac) to pick up the moist dung, does not readily lose its
quaintness.

For various reasons théz demand for fuel is a growing one, +The
price of casuarina in Madras was 8d. per hundredweight in 1goy,
and at the time of writing (February 1917) it is 1Is. 2d. per
hundredweight. Land under casuarina yields about 5 tons of
wood per acre per annum (a casuarina plantation of seven years’
growth yiclds about 35 tons per acre), it requires practically no
attention except at the times of planting and felling,and only needs
a little irrigation while the trecs are very young. The thinnings
supply fuel for domestic purposes, and when the trees are cut down,
and the roots removed, the land is greatly improved in fertility.
Hence a plot of barrcn land planted with casuarina is a splendid
savings bank for a ryot who can foresee a period of hcavy expense
in six or seven ycars’ time; as, the: marriage of a daughter, or the
cducation of a son at the University.

Single transplantation.—The village of Eruvellipet has generally
adopted the system of “single transplantation” of paddy recom-
mended by the Agricultural department. All cexcept the poorest
and laziest cultivators of rice in the Madras Presidency sow the
paddy on comparatively small spots, and transplant it thirty to forty
days after sowing. But the customary method in transplanting is
to put several plants together into onc hole in the levelled mud of
the rice field. Experiment has proved that if each secdling is
separately planted and all are evenly spaced, there is a considerable
saving of seed and a hecavicr crop. The new method is spreading,
but as yet very slowly. Unless the grains arc sown thinly in the
§cc<l-bcd, single transplantation takes more time and labour, and
if this is not realized, disappointment follows. The poor ryot,
moreover, naturally and properly, refuses to experiment, as he
cannot afford a failure, and waits to sce with his own eyes that a
new method is an improvement before he adopts it. Richer ryots,
who can afford to experiment, also can afford to employ hired
labour, and they find the coolies whom they employ will not change
their methods unless compelled to do so by strict supervision.
They want to do their work in the semi-automatic manner attained
by unchanging habit, and not to tax their brains and think about
what they are doing.
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Sugar refining.—The enterprising spirit, however, has its dangers.
In 1885 (cir.) two brothers, well-to-do ryots in Eruvellipet, took a
leading part with others in the crection of a sugar refinery. They
were disappointed in their hope of obtaining a licence for the distil-
lation of arrack, which would have been a profitable by-product ;
and there was another mill in a village five miles distant which
competed for cane. The result was that in 1895 the Eruvellipet
company was wound up,” and the mill fell into ruins. One of its
two tall chimneys still rears its head, but the other has been pulled
down to supply bricks for other buildings, and the two brothers
above mentioned having died, left their families encumbered by
debt. What followed is rather curious, and throws some light on
the economics of the Hindu family system. The dead men had
held jointly a holding of 102 acres. One of them left one son, the
other four. It was resolved by these first cousins to divide the
property, so that cach might struggle with his own debts. By law
there should first have been an equal division of the holding into
halves for the two families, and then the family of four brothers
should have equally divided their half among themselves, On the
other hand if the ancient law of Welsh gavelkind, which may be
regarded as springing from the sense of justice of a people under
the patriarchal system, had been applied, there would have been
an equal division among the five first cousins.  Actually there was
a sort of compromise between these two principles. The land was
divided into six equal parts, of which the only son took two, thus
getting one-third of the whole instead of his legal share of a half,
and the four brothers took one part each, thus getting one-sixth
each, instead of one-eighth. He who had the larger share was able
to clear off his debts; but the four brothers, each with holdings of
about scventeen acres, and debts of some thousands of rupees at not
less than 18 per cent interest, had a much harder struggle. The
most business-like way to deal with such a situation is for the ryot
whoisso placed to face it immediately and sell enough land to pay
off his creditors, as even in the case of a forced sale land will fetch
sixteen years' purchase of its annual value and upwards. It is
obviously bad business to pay 18 per cent on borrowed money in
order to avoid rcalizing property that only yicids 6 per cent.  But
the land hunger of the Indian peasant is comparable in intensity,
being no doubt similar in its psychological basis, to his craving for
jewellery. He will buy land recklessly when he gets an opportu-
nity, but he will not scll unless he is absolutely compelled.  There
are other resources. -An unmarricd landed proprietor, owning
(under Government) seventeen acres, mostly “ wet,” may hope for
a handsome dowry with his wife. His sons may, if he manages to
give them an English education, sccure a Government appointment,
and even, though this is a remote possibility, achieve the magic
letters “ B.A., B.L.” and become vakils. Andif onc member of the
family succecds in so establishing himself, all the others benefit.
Family solidarity in India is a great fact, most important both for
good and evil. It is family solidarity that in a country of wide-
spread poverty copes with destitution so effectively as to preclude

ey ———

* Sugarcane crushing is still carried on, the oil-cngine mentioned above drives the
mill.
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a poor law, and to preclude also the formation of the custom of the
whip round among workmen for a matc in misfortune from which
the British Friendly Societies and Trade Unions developed.

What the " family ” means in India may be judged from the
following dialogue. I noticed that a friend referred to a fellow
caste man, Mr. A.B., as his uncle, but hesitated a little in using the
word. So I asked " How is he your uncle, is he an uncle by blood,
or by marriage? " Hec replied, *“ He is not exactly my unclé. He
is related to'me this way. My mother’s brother was C.D. C.D.s
uncle’s son on his father’s side was E.F. E.F.’s daughter married
A.Bs sister’s son.” I commented “ Thatis not a very close relation-
ship.” He replied *‘There is another way in which he is related
to me. He married a girl whose sister, G.H., had bcen married to
K.L. G.H. died, and K.L. married subsequently the daughter of
the sister of my father’s sister’s husband.” When such meanings
as thesc are attached to the word “uncle,” the meaning of
“nepotism ” in India may be guessed.

A typical holding.—Such a holding as that referred to will consist
of a number of small plots of land scattered over the arca of the
“village” in its wider sensc; while all the habitations of the
people arc congregated togcether in two spots, which may be
termed, respectively, the caste village and the pariah village. The
following are the exact measurements of a typical holding of the
larger size at the time of the last scttlement, 1891, in acres and
decimals of an acre :—

149, 187, 2'31, 688, 1'55, 083, 1'65, 2'24, 1'44, 1°38, 247, 0'41,
0°39, 0°30, 032, 009, 013, 028, 1’20, 096, 2'51, total 29°70 acres in
twenty-one parcels.

The distribution of land in different holdings, therefore, resem-
bles that in English villages containing numerous small holdings
in the open field districts before enclosure. There is, however, a
marked difference in the shape of the different plots, which, instead
of being, as in England, long narrow rectangles, approximate to
squarcs. Each plot of wet land is surrounded by a little embank-
ment, about a [oot broad and about a foot high, to keep in or
exclude the water, which is turned on or off by temporary openings
in the embankment according to the requirements of the crop.
These embankments also serve as paths for men and cattle.

Some of the holdings in 1891 were “ joint pattas ” sonie “ single
pattas.” The following table gives an idea as to how these were
held :(—

Joint Pattas,

_ | proprictors, 1 bolding of 21 plots.
2 ) ! " 3 »
!’ ”» 1 ” I1 »
! " X , 9 »
b " ! " 7
| I 1 ” 3 ”
l “ z holdings of 1 plot.
f " 1 holding of 30 plots.
! ” I ” 13,
3 J‘ " 1 A 4 ”
I ” I 3 2 ”
L " 5 holdings of 1 plot.
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Joint Paltas—cont,

[ proprietors, 1 holding of 16 plots.
, ” I » 10 1)
” I 1) 9 )
2J\ 'y 1 ”» 5 ):
I ” 1 " 3 ”
” 2 holdings of 2,
{ " 5 ’ 1 plot.
Single Pattas.
1 ol 112 plots. 4 of 8 plots.
I ”" 36 ” I " 7 "
1, 35 1 ,, 6
2 " 24 " 3 AR 5 ”
l " 16 " 4 " 4 i3]
1 " I3 AR () AR :; "
2, 10 -8 ., 2
2,9, 32 ,, 1 plot

The average arca of each plot was just over one acre; and the
656 acres of cultivated land were shared- by no less than 165 ryots,
which allows a little less than 4 acres for each ryot on the average.
This is according to the official survey. At the present day the
ownership of land is much more concentrated. The largest of these
holdings, that of 112 plots, and another of 24 plots were, in 1391,
held by brothers, one of whom was childless, and they both passed
to the only son of the other brother. The larger property thus
created has been steadily increased by the purchase of moré land
from small ryots who, unable to make headway against debt, have
sold their land and, in some cases, emigrated to Ceylon. Altogether
this relatively wealthy man at the time of my visit owned about
400 acres in the village, and about 200 acres in adjoining villages.
He cultivated about 200 acres himsclf, and let out the remainder to
tenants. What is let is let to small holders who cultivate by their
own labour. The large farm which he keeps in hand he cultivates
by thc help of 40 * padials.”

Padials.—A * padial ” is a sort of serf, who has fallen into here-
ditary dependence on a landowner by debt. In almost every case
the original debt was a sum of money borrowed by a landless man
to solemnize his marriage or, more frequently, that of a son or
daughter, the borrower undertaking to work for the lendecr, until
the debt should be repaid, in return for a certain limited supply
of food. Quite recently a lad of 18 borrowed Rs. 25 in cash and
grain to celebrate his wedding with due festivity and became a
padial. Such a loan never is repaid, but descends from one
generation to another; and the padials themselves are transferred
with the creditor’s land when he sells it or dies. One proprietor
informed me that he paid his padials 30 Madras measures of paddy
per month per head. At present prices 30 Madras measures of
paddy are worth about Rs. 3-12-0 (5s.). A Madras measure of
paddy weighs 2} Ib., but when husked loses about half its volume
and one-third of its weight. The padial’s paddy allowance there-
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fore works out at about 27 oz.* of raw rice per day; a quz.mtity
that the man is probably able and willing to eat himself without
assistance from his wife and family. Another landown?r gives
his padials 22 Madras measures of paddy per month, a daily meal
of ragi porridge, and annually two cloths and 18 measures of paddy
or some other grain. The family of the padial must help the patron
when required, but then extra payment is made. Padials are some-
times required to work with two intervals from 4-30 a.m. to 6 p.m.;
but the regular hours of labour are 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.

The one way of escape for the padial from this condition of
servitude and poverty is emigration. At Villupuram there are
offices of the ““Ceylon Labour Commission,” which recruits lal)ogr
for the Ceylon plantations. Their cconomic condition in Ceylon is
vastly improved, and they have opportunities of saving money, and,
if they choose, of returning to their native districts and buying
land. Needless to say the emigration of padials is discouraged by
their creditors. 1t is impressed upon the padial that it is a point of
honour for him never to leave his master; and he is given to under-
stand that he cannot legally do so. In some districts the creditors
adopt the device of making the padial sign a fresh document every
few ycars, so that in a court of law it may be made to appear that
a tfresh debt has been incurred.

Emigration to Ceylon is not on the indenture system, and the
emigrant’s contract with the planter who employs him is terminable
by a month’s notice on either side at any time; nevertheless there
arc some signs that the agitation against indentured emigration to
Fiji and other places may be widened so as to check the flow of
cmigrants to Ceylon.

Debt is an almost universal condition. Landowners and
cultivators, large and small, are in debt to one another and to
Chettis (a merchant caste) in Villupuram. In some cases the
debts are temporary, contracted afresh every year and liguidated
when the crop is <old; in other cases they arc permanent, cither
because the debtor cannot pay, or because he prefers to go on
buying land with borrowed money or incurring other capital
expenditure, to paying off what he owes. The rate of interest
may be 24 or 36 per cent, i.e., 2 or 3 per cent per month. It is note-
worthy that in many cases the ryots consider it worth while to
hold up their crops for a while after harvesting, expecting the rise
in price to more than counterbalance the extra interest. One man
was pointed out to me as an exception to the general rule of
indebtedness—a man who lives on his earnings and within his
income. He is a dhobi (washerman) and is said to have over 1,000
rupees saved.

The cfficicncy of labour—If labour is extraordinarily ill-paid in
South India, it also appears to be extraordinarily inefficient. At
Eruvellipet T saw both ploughing and reaping. The reaping in
particular is an extraordinary sight. A number of men, clad in
loin-cloths only, squat in the field that is ripe for harvesting. At
that time the rice stalks no longer stand upright, but are laid be-
fore the wind. Work begins at the windward edge. Each man

* The gaol allowance for a man doing hard labour is 25 oz, of ragi flour, rice and
pulse combined, 6 oz of vegetahles, § oz. of vil, and 2 oz. of variots condiments, per day,
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has a sickle, about the size and shape of a small bill-hook, but with
a serrated edge. He squats on the ground on his heels, holds the
stalks that grow from a single root in his left hand, severs them

close to the ground with a blow from the sickle in his right hand,

then gently deposits the bundle of cut stalks on one side. Then,
still squatting, he shifts his position by an inch or two, and
similarly deals with the next root. In the course of a day eight
men may cut an acre.* In other districts it is the custom for
women to cut the corn, and, in Mysore, I was informed, it took

fifteen women to cut an acre in a day. But in Eruvellipet the

women carry the corn. They collect it into bundles, carry these

on their heads along the earth embankments mentioned above to
the nearest village threshing-floor which is a small plot of land-
elevated sufficiently above the level of the paddy ficlds to keep

dry. A man there receives the bundles, shakes out the loose grain,
and tosses the straw on to a heap to be subsequently trodden
on by oxen to recover the remainder. The rice afterwards has
to be husked, by being pounded on the pestle and mortar system.
The easier method of doing this is to boil the grain, and dry it in

the sun first ; but for Brahman consumption the grain is husked
without boiling.

The village munsif was ploughing a plot of between one or two
acres. He had sixteen plough teams on the job: twelve were at
work, four resting. Each plough team was a pair of feeble oxen
or of feeble huffaloes, which crawled through the liquid mud,
dragging the light wooden ploughs behind them. The treading of
the mud by the oxen is as important a part of the preparation of
the land as the churning of it up by the plough. It is considercd
that stronger and heavier beasts would sink too deep in the mud.

Cattle. - -The village has about 250 working cattle, which works
out at about §% acres per plough team, and that mears that it is
rather short of cattle. As a general rule it is considered that four
acres of wet land to a pair of bullocks is the right proportion.
Ploughing must be done when the water is available. Eruvellipet,
however, with its tank and spring channels, can extend its plough-
ing season over a longer period than many villages, and can there-
fore manage with fewer oxen.

Besides the working cattle, the village had about 150 cows and
she-buffaloes, and about 180 young animals of these species. Not
enough young cattle are raised in the village to maintain the
supply of beasts for the plough and for cartage to Villupuram, and
the stock is continually renewed by purchase. The imported bulls
and bullocks come from Mysore, and are superior to thosc reared
in the village. The supply of milk from the cows is very small
Besides calves and milk, the Indian cow produces manure or fuel,
hides and bones; for the sake of these commodities, and to avoid
the sin of cow-killing, vast numbers of animals are doomed to drag
out a miserable semi-starved existence. In Eruvellipet the dung
which the village herd of cows and young stock leaves in the bed

* “Six to ten men, or ten to twelve women will reap the crop.  Bundling aad carry-
ing to the floor close by, two men and four women. Stacking, if done preparatory to
threshing, one man per acre.” R. C. Wood, ‘‘Notebook of Agricuitural Facts and

Figures, p. 35.”
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of the river is the perquisite of the village potter, who has the
special right to collect it for fuel.  Goats and pigs are also kept;
and one or two donkeys, the property of the ‘dhobis. The goats
number about 100; they are valued chiefly for manure : only the low
caste people will drink goats’ milk.

The caste village—~-To a great extent the village is self-support-
ing. The various sorts of habitations in the caste village and pariah
village are made almost entirely out of local materials by local
labour. Bricks and tiles are made. There are carpenters, black-
smiths, goldsmiths, schoolmasters and priests ; a post office in the
charge of the headmaster of the school, and two oil-mills, besides
the sugar mill worked by the oil-engine mentioned above. Agri-
cultural implements and carts are made by the village carpenters
out of local timber. There is no weaving done in the village, but
there is a weaving village a few miles away. Palmyra trees
supply toddy and jaggery. Religious festivals satisfy the more
imperative spiritual cravings.

Even in this small, almost self-contained, Dravidian community
we find two civilizations, both apparently of vast antiquity, exist-
ing side by side, and though cach for innumerable gencrations has
acted and reacted upon the other, they still remain distinct.  On
the west side of the high road is the caste village, open, exposed
to the sun. One house in it is imposing, with two stories, a
Rat roof, a covered approach, ornamental iron gates and pillars
adorned with paintings. The two parallel streets, running cast
and west, and connected at the west end by a cross street, are main-
tained in a fit condition tor cart traffic.  The houses, some built of
brick, some of carth, some tiled, some thatched, have the little pial,
or verandah, facing the street, with niches in the walls for lights
to burn at nightfall.  Built round little courts which are open to
the sky, thev give scclusion to those who desire it; and, though
there are no Mubammadans and no purdab in the village, the
women habitually stay very much indoors. At the eastern end of
the village, adjoining the high road, are two temples to Siva--one a
temporary building which the god is inhabiting, till the other, the
new temple, is finished.  Here also are the sacred cars in which
deities are jovfully conducted round the village during certain
festivals, and a great stone lingam, the symbol of the function of
generation, and therefore of life. At the west end is a temple of
Ganesa, the elephant-headed " belly-god,” the god of prosperity,
son of Siva. There are two cars, one for Ganesa, used on his birth-
day, the festival of Vinayaga Chaturti; the other for Ponniamman
(Kali)on Tirunal, a ten days’ festival in May.

The Parial villuge— To the east of the high road is the pariah
village, with its own architecture and its own temples. It has no
strects, only paths worn smooth by the pressure of bare feet. It
lies altogether in the shade, in a grove of palms mixed with trees of
various kinds. Houses are made of a framework of sticks, the roofs
thatched with palm leaves, and the walls also woven, as it were, of
leaves and twigs. These dwellings are dark inside, but with
sufficient openings to keep well ventilated. The floor is bare
earth. There is little privacy here. Men, women and children live
in the open air. The one substantial building is a new temple,
built at a cost of 300 rupees by the pariahs out of their own funds,
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to Desamma or Mariyattal, the goddess of small-pox. There is
also an open air shrine of Aynar, or Ayanar, who is carved in stone
squatting between his two wives Purni and Pushkali, all three being
naked except for ornaments and head dress. The two goddesses
wear tall sugar loaf crections on their heads somewhat similar to
thosc on Assyrian statues; but the god one of a very different type.
There is a Puranic story to the effect that Aynar is the offspring of
Vishnu and Siva, Vishnu having temporarily assumed the form of
a woman ; but it may reasonably be assumed that the cult of Aynar,
which is very widely spread in South India, had originally no
connection with either that of Vishnu or Siva. The stone on
which thesc images are carved in rather deep relief stands about
10 inches high, and is about 2 feet long. Yet, another shrine, in
the form of a sacred margosa tree, the leaves of which are uscd as
a poultice for small-pox, stands in the high road betwcen the two
hamlets. As is usual the space in front of the image of Aynar is
surrounded with clay figures of horses, whereon the god rides
round the village at night, guarding it from evil spirits.

Purmni AYANAR PusK KAL!

Before leaving these village deities it may be worth while to
mention that across the river worship is paid to a carved stone
figure representing a mythical landed proprietor, whose ficlds
were tilled for him through the night by Kali and her six sisters.
One night they took a holiday, and the ungrateful man reviled
them next day for idleness. The goddesses promptly killed him for
his ingratitude ; and in consequence, by a psychological process
which 1 do not understand, he himself became divine, and his
image, which juts out amid the sand and prickly-pear of the
river bank, is black with ghee. Beside him the goddess
Kali herself, represented by a small stone with three red spots
on it, presents a very insignificant appearance. Pariahs, like
Brahmans, and upper-caste Hindus generally, burn their dcad;
but priests of village deities, together with carpenters, blacksmiths,
and goldsmiths, bury.

Sanitation.—Statistics of births and deaths are recorded in the
village, and I found the figures for the three years, 1912, 1913, 1914,
available. It appears that actual births and deaths are recorded
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accurately, though this is far from being the case in all villages.
In those three years there were 122 births, an average birth-rate of
354, and 93 deaths, giving a death-rate of 27°0. Of the recorded
causes of death cholera accounts for 22, small-pox for I, “fevers”
for 35, “other causes” for 38. The high proportion of deaths from
cholcra seems to be associated with two articles of sanitary faith
firmly held in the village, (1) that the water derived from the river
bed by spring channels is perfectly safe and pure, and can be
drunk unboiled ; (2) that the most fitting and seemly solution of-
one sanitary question is to use the river bed as a latrine. Itis
probable that both these beliefs are held by other villages on
the banks of the river, above and below, and if so, the pre-
valence of cholera right along its course is easily understood. [t
goes without saying that the dhobis take the dirty clothes of the
village to the spring channels to wash them there by the process of
alternately sousing them in the stream and battering stones with
them ; and that the people who will drink the water further down
make no protest.

\ N/ o o *
THe UNGRATEPUL Culryivaten Al

The school has 67 boys and 7 girls on the rolls, a few of whom
come from outside the village. The children are graded in five
standards. The headmaster takes standards 1II and IV; his
two assistants, both men, take standards II and II[, and the
infants, respectively. The villagers’ petitions entrusted to me for
conveyance to Government werc (1) for an English school, and {2)
from the pariahs, for a new well.

The common fund.—In spite of the social and religious severance
between pariah and caste-man, and the economic severance
between land-owner and padial, the general impression made on
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my mind during my four days in Eruvellipet, was that of a spirit
of local solidarity. I heard no mention of what is so frequent, the
division of the village into two hostile factions. It was said that
the munsif was able to deal with such disputes as occurred.
Therc seemed to be no trouble about the administration of the
common fund of the village, the very existence of which is a
testimony to the existence of this village solidarity. Tt is derived
partly from the sale of an exclusive right to catch fish in the tank
to one villager, and of that to cut reeds, which grow cxtensively in
the tank, and which are valued for thatching, to another. But the
greater part comes in another way. [ have previously said that
the right of gathering fruit from the trees along the high road
is sold, in mile sections, annually by auction. The Eruvellipet
villagers do not compete with one another at these auctions. They
send one representative who buys the fruit on two miles of road
which lie mainly, but not entirely, within the village boundaries.
Then they have a subsequent auction among themselves, and
prices about ten times as high are ordinarily realized. The profit
amounts to about 200 rupees per annum. The village fund is used
to promote the economic well-being of the village, by religious
ceremonies which secure favourable seasons, and by presents
bestowed where the giving of presents is decmed a profitable
investment.

In some respects the village of Eruvellipet is fairly typical
of predominantly “wet” villages in the plains to the south of
Madras. In other respects it is exceptional. Unfortunately, in its
economic and sanitary weaknesses and defects, in the padial
system, the general indebtedness, the bad management of cattle,
the prevalence of cholera, it is far more representative than in
the enterprise and initiative it displays and its power of combined
action.

The population problem.—It will be noted that the density of
population in the purely agricultural village of Lruvellipet is no
less than 650 per square mile of land of any description, cultivable
or otherwise. This immediately provokes the question whether
local over-population is not threatening, or already present. There
is a natural increase of population, by excess of births over deaths,
of ten ser annum. If cholera and other preventible diseases were
dealt with the natural increase would be greater; for it is difficult
to conceive a reduction in the birth-rate corresponding to the
possible reduction in the death-rate. Indian families are seldom
very large. The period of child-bearing is shorter than in Europe,
as, though it begins earlier, it also ends earlier. Occasidnally a
girl will be a mother when only twelve years old; but very rarely
will 2 woman bear children when past thirty-five, and the average
period of fertility can be put at a duration of twenty ycars. A baby
is first fed with other food (rice) in addition to his mother’s milk
at the age of six months, but the mother continues to suckle him for
about two years longer ; and the ordinary interval between succes-
sive births is three years. Hence the Indian birth-rate per thousand
married women is low ; it is the fact that all girls are married, almost
without exception, either before or immediately after puberty, and
that husbands and wives, again almost without exception, are keenly
desirous of having children, that causcs the birth-rate per thousand
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living, to be so steadily maintained at a very high figure. This
attitude of mind is extremely deeply rooted; and while it is, of
course, subject to change, such change is sure to be very slow.
We are not likely to see any alteration in Indian feelings with
regard to marriage and parentage sufficient to diminish the birth-
rate appreciably during the next hundred years. On the other
hand reduction of the death-rate is immediately possible, and is,
in fact, a work which is already in hand, and likely to go forward
with rapid acceleration.

Under a steady increase of population an agricultural village
has three resources ;:—(I) an extension of the cultivated area, (2) an
intensification of cultivation, (3) migration to less thickly populated
areas, or to manufacturing districts; and, in some cases, the pos-
sibility 14) of ceasing to be purely agricultural, by developing local
manufactures or handicrafts. In Eruvellipet, as has becn stated
above, the extension of the cultivated arca has reached very nearly
the maximum possible. Intensification of cultivation also has
already rcached a very high point, though it is impossible to put any
limits to further possibilities.* One effort to create a local manufac-
ture has been made and has failed. Existing handicrafts cater for
most of the village demands, and a neighbouring village weaves
the coarse country cloths worn by the bulk of the people, and no
idea cither of extending existing handicrafts or introducing new
oncs appears to have occurred to any one. For the present, there-
fore, the natural increase of population tends to be balanced by
emigration.

Lmierants’ carnings.—The emigration from Eruvcllipet and the
surrounding district appears to be entirely to Ceylon. There is an
office of the Ceylon Labour Commission in Villupuram which does
a pretty active business. Money for the passage is advanced to
coolies, and they subsequently pay off their debt out of their carn-
ings. On the tea and rubber estates they are housed by the
planters, and supplied with rice and other necessaries, and at the
end of the month reccive in cash the balance of their earnings
over the amounts they have drawn. They work in groups under a
“kangani,” who is both a foreman and recruiter, and who is paid,
in addition to hisown earnings, a small commission on the earnings
of the gang. Iam indebted to Mr. N. H. M, Bowden of Trichi-
nopoly for the following statement of the earnings of such a family
group during four months, on a Ceylon rubber estate. It will be
noticed that all the members of the gang are related to the
kangani, and that there are in all eight men or lads and four
women, besides some young children who do not earn and whose
names do not appear. It has to be remembered, on the one hand,
that the money wages stated are in addition to maintenance, and,
on the other, that the four months are, on the whole, the most
favourable in the vear. In the driest months the flow of latex
diminishes, and in the monsoons the rain interferes with the work
of collection.

* I'or example, if the Reddi channel above menticned were cleared, so as to bring the
flood water in the Pennar river into the tanks dependent on it, all or nearlyall the Lruvel-
lipet wet lands could grow two crops, and the silt would add to the fertility of the land,
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Earnings Table.

Balance pay p—:;i;i in cash for |

-
LY
"2 Names and relationship. - T T T B Total.
3 i Sep. Oct. ~ Nov. Dec.
z | B l o i
K C K . R, RS, RS, . RS, R»>.
t Ramaswami Kangani . 11°37 12°78 14719 14" 3
2 Ondimuthu, brother of 1 - 9'37 H'Z,? §~or. r:-g? ig;}‘
3 Colandavale  do. 777 50§ 11°06 839 3527
4 !\andaq, cousin of 1 ... . 12°71 7'87 8:76 7';4( §6'7;
5 Suppar.u, brother of 1 ... .. 1047 11°75 11°76 11°53 . 45'5}
6 | Thangiah, brother-in-law of 2 .., 877 8-95 6°42 . 1487 39°01
7 | Maradaie, sister of 1 ... . 939 8-6y 11°52 « 1072 40°32
& ' Mariaic, wife of 2 o 1'98 113 486 882 1679
9 . Savariaie, daughter of 1 . 345 . 2010 473 . 529 15°58
10 Iv)larimuthu, cousin of [ .. .l 601 997 1096 1059  37°53
11 !Iaya.n,‘ ) . do. v 1'91 837 916 673 . 26717
12 | S. Mariaie, wife of 10 ... . 334 659 . Boz 30 ¢ 18°35

'

Total ... | 8654 . 9883 r111°T0 . 112°16 ; 40763

Mr. Bowden assures me that this can be taken as fairly typical.
Even if these carnings be above the average, it is clear that emigra-
tion to Cevlon opens out possibilities of very considerable economic
advantage to the landless labourer or pcasant with a very small
holding and a large family. Indian emigration is a subject of keen
controversy and fiery agitation; but the problem is not to be
solved by merely keeping the coolic in his native village. One
is glad to see that this fact is recognized by the Editor of “The
Indian Emigrant.”

Indian poverty.—To draw conclusions with regard to the broad
economic conditions of life in India from a single village would
be foolish; but cven a single village may suggest far-rcaching
hypotheses, which it is worth while to state with a view to subse-
quent correction or verification. )

India was famous for centuries for its wealth. Keccent writers,
froin Lord Macaulay onwards, assure us that India is extremely
poor. The official estimate of the average income per head of the
whole Indian population in 1898 was only £2, though that was,
very probably, an underestimate at the time, and would have to be
very considerably raiscd now. My own cstimate for the average
income per head in the Madras Presidency in 1916-17 is not less
than Rs. 72, i¢., nearly £5. Eruvellipet suggests that, at any
rate so far as the Carnatic plain is concerned, the truth is that
India is a very rich country, inhabited by very poor people. The
real wealth of any country consists mainly in sunshine, cither sun-
shine received directly from year to year, or stored in the form of
coal or oil. True, sunshine is valueless without rain, but Southern
India has, over the greater part of its area, as a rule an excellent
rainfall, though liable sometimes to be deficient, sometimes
excessive. .Our English arable land will bear a crop of wheat
once in four years; the paddy field of the Carnatic bears one, two,
and sometimes three crops of rice every year. Qther crops are
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produced in immense variety and many of these are extremely
productive and profitable.

But if the land is extraordinarily productive, labour is extra-
ordinarilyrunproductive. From a comparison of results in reaping
and ploughing it might be estimated, roughly that a week’s work
by a ryot or coolie in the Madras Presidency is about cqual to a
day’s work by a British agricultural labourer, if unaided by
machinery. As in the Madras Presidency, on onc crop land the
agriculturist works for only about five months in the year, and on
two crop land only for about eight months, it would follow that, on
the average, the Indian agriculturist during a year does only what
would on British standards be one month’s work.* This com-
parison is not quite fair to the Indian worker, as he would doubtless
be more expeditious over ploughing and reaping if it were
necessary, but the fact remains that the Indian worker carns very
low wages, has a very low standard of expenditure, and attains a
very low level of efficiency, and these three characteristics of
Indian lifc are so inter-connected, that it is impossible to say
which is cause rather than effect. Indian employers do not
belicve in the Economy of High Wages; and as yct only faint
beginnings of trade unionism are to be found among Indian manual
workers. Nor does Indian popular religion, which fosters sub-
mission, nor popular philosophy, which inculcates the art of
abstinence, encourage a revolt against the prevailing conditions.
Family solidarity, involving as it does the interdependence of
cach individual with a large circle of relatives, is not conducive
to strenuous individual effort. In fact various strands of economic,
social and religious conditions and customs are strangely and
deftly interwoven in the web of South Indian life, and low wages,
low efficiency, and high abstinence are the ground plan of the
pattern.

SALEM.

The next villages I had the opportunity of investigating
personally were in the neighbourhood of Salem, a town of consid-
crable importance on the railway that runs from Madras to the
West Coast through the Palghat gap between the Nilgiri and Palni
ranges. Salem carries on a considerable trade in grain and cotton
cloth; it has an extensive weaving quarter and other quarters
devoted to cart building and bamboo mat-making. The bamboos
are cut on the slopes of the Shevaroys, which form a table land,
the top of which is occupied by coffece piantations with the little
hill station of Yercaud. Lower hills, mostly very steep and rocky,
almost surround the town; one of them being Kanjamalai, which

* Some Indian workers attain a much higher degree of efficicney.  For instance there
is a castc of navvies in Madras, called Ubravars or Oddars, immigrants from the north,
famous as good workers. They work in scts, each set consisting of one man and one
woman. Mr. J. W. Madeley, Special lingineer, Madras Corporation, who employs
these Ubravars very largely, estimates that three sets will do as much work in a day as
two English navvies, Reckoning a woman equal to half a man, this makes the propor-
tion of efficiency 1: 2}. The same proportion is found to hold between the weavers in
the Buckingham and Carnatic Cotton Mills in Madras, and Lancashire weavers. These
millsare extremely well organized and use only up-to-date machinery. Boys (half timers),
in the spinning sheds, arc said to be 1ittle, if at all, inferior to their Lancashire rivals. In
North India the cases of high cfliciency of labour are more numcrous than in Madras.

2
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largely consists of iron ores of varying qualities. From Kanja-
malai came the material of the Menai Tubular Bridge, built
during the period (1829—67) during which Josiah Heath and his
successors were carrying on the attempt to establish a great steel
industry on the basis of the Kanjamalai ores and charcoal from the
necighbouring forests—a splendid failure, In Salem the chief
memorial of the work of the Heath Companies is the ruin of most
of the local forests. In an ‘“unreserved’ forest, i.e., one that is not
protected by the Forest Department, there is in any case a strugglc
between natural recuperation and the destructiveness of the
peasants, who require the foliage of the forest for green manure,
and are reckless in their manncr of collecting it. The balance was
upset when wholesale felling for charcoal was resorted to; and
when the villagers turned on their goats the ruin was completed.
Rocks, prickly-pear, and euphorbia alone remain, except where
there are sacred trees or groves. Many of the reserved forests in
the neighbourhood are in little better case. They are protected by
a few granite posts with the letters *“ R.F.,”” and by forest guards,
one man to a vast extent of country, and this protection is not
always adequate.

Hence in the neighbourhood of Salem the problems connected
with the inter-relation between agriculture and forestry are speci-
ally urgent. Throughout most parts of South India there is little
pasture except common pasture. Working cattle are mainly fed
upon straw, and cotton seed in the cotton growing districts ; cows
generally have to struggle for a scanty living. If they produce but
little milk, they yield dung when alive, and bones and hides when
they die of disease or starvation. The tendency to overstock,
which is general in all countries where pasture is held in common,
is specially rampant in South India, where the co-operative spirit
and power of organization are specially weak. The improvement
of the quality of the cattle is one of the most important lines of
advance open to Indian agriculture, and this is as much a question
of the improvement of the methods of feeding and the growing of
fodder, as of improvement of breeds. Every attempt on the part of
Government to protect forests where they are being destroyed is
bitterly resented by the neighbouring villages which are accus-
tomed to use these forests as pasture. As long as the forest areas,
or other common grazings are available, improvement in methods
of feeding are not likely to be adopted. Similarly, it is in most
cases much more profitable to grow for green manure leguminous
or other crops specially rich in nitrogen, than to gather it from the
forest, but as long as the peasant can get green manure, of a sort,
which grows wild, he is not to be convinced of this.

MALLUR. ©

The village of Mallur was selected for me by the Col-
lector, Mr. E. W. Legh, as a typical dry village of the Salem
district. It is even more thickly inhabited than Eruvellipet. With
a cultivated area (not capable of appreciable extension) of 750
acres only, it has 2,042 inhabitants. The whole village speaks
Tamil, and the leading inhabitants are Vellalas, an important
cultivating caste, though there are trading and artisan crafts in
considerable numbers, The pariahs number 427. There are 16
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families of wecavers, working mostly with common country looms,
though two or three use the fly shuttle, weaving coarse cloths for
the Salem market, and earning about five annas per day per loom.
Weaving,at the time of my visit, was doubly depressed, firstly by
the shortage of dyes and consequently of dyed yarn, and secondly
by the fact that plague was raging in Salem, and the market was
in consequence somewhat disorganized. The earnings of a weaver
were, at that time, scarcely better thanthose of an agricultural
labourer, which also averaged about 5 annas per day. This, so
far as my experience goes, is unusual. Elsewhere 1 have generally
found that weavers carn morc than agricultural labourers, and this
is one of the most striking witnesses to the remarkable vitality of
hand-loom weaving in India. It is characteristic that thc weaver
does not combine his craft with agricultural work.

In addition tothe weavers there are in Mallur ten potter families,
and masons, blacksmiths, goldsmiths and carpenters, together
numbering fifteen or sixteen households. There is a weekly
“sandai” or market on a rocky open space adjoining the high
road to Salem, at which the products of the village manufacture,
together with an immense variety of other goods, are sold.

Mallur tank.—The rainfall in the Salem district is very vari-
able. There has very recently been constructed a great reservoir,
the Panamarattuppatti tank, by the construction of an embank-
ment across the outlet of a mountain valley, for the sake of the
water-supply of the town. It so happened that the period of
construction was marked by a succession of seasons of deficient
rainfall. The people of Mallur suffered. They have a tank fed
by its own stream from the hills, which should give a six months’
supply, and also fill up with water the subsoil into which the Mallur
wells penetrate. For several years in succession only a three
months’ supply was stored. The Mallur people attributed this
result to the Salem reservoir and despaired of their tank. It became
to a considerable extent silted up. Then rain came somewhat
more abundantly, and the tank bund was breached, and even less
water was stored. The Mallur cultivators borrowed about Rs. 20,000,
which they spent on deepening their wells. They paid about 18
per cent interest. They might have borrowed the money from
the Government under the Agricultural Loans Act, at 6 per cent.
It is noteworthy that the extra interest they incurred was in excess
of the whole of the Land Revenue of the village, which is only
Rs. 1,812-13-0. Meanwhile the acreage under paddy had greatly
declined, being—

ACRES. ACRES,
Igrz . 239°79 1914 ... 121°25
913 ... 187°42 1915 ... 55°52

The village has a co-operative credit society of four years’
standing, which has lent some Rs. 2,000, of which about two-
thirds was outstanding in March 1916. Except for the large
recent borrowings, it has little debt. Out of the Rs. 20,000 above
mentioned, about half was lent by villagers, the other half being
borrowed from Salem money-lenders.

Ficld huts.—The most interesting characteristic of agriculture
in the Salem district is a device for diminishing the inconvenience
caused by the intermixture of holdings. In this district proprietors

2-A
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exchange lands with one another, each one being desirous of
reaching an arrangement whereby what lands he has in the
remoter parts of the village area shall be adjacent to onc another,
and not scattered in all directions. When this is attained, he
builds a “ field hut,” which may be merelv a storehouse for imple-
ments and a place for sleeping in the busy scason; or it may
evolve into a comfortable cottage or miniature farm house. The
typical field hut in Mallur is a small building of some 12" % 1§/, of
stone walls, with a doorway, and, in place of windows, a space
between the top of the walls and the roof, which gives exccllent
ventilation and sufficient light. 1t is situated beside the proprietor’s
well, with a few coconut palms to shade it. Mallur has about
twenty such huts, and in five cases the family owning the hut lives
in it, having moved out of the village. This looks like the
beginning of a transition somewhat parallel to “ Enclosure ” in
England in one of its most important features.

Another feature of Mallur cultivation which can be similarly
interpreted is that there is a beginning of pasturage on privatc
land. Ten ryots grow grass on somec of their “patta” lands, and
the area under grass is 25 acres. No spccial care is taken of it,
and it is not mown nor watered. ‘The proprictors turn their cattle
on to these grass lands when it suits them to do so. As they arc
not fenced, it seems probable that this devcelopment would not
have occurred apart from the aggregation of plots of land belong-
ing to individual peasants and the building of field huts.

Ownership and cultivation.~Therc were, in IQI1, the ycar of
resettlement, 72 single pattadars, and 60 joint pattas, making a
total of no less than 256 scparate landowners. "Of these 250
cultivate their own land, and the six who let their land (4646 acres)
include three temple pricsts, two petty officials, and one old woman.
The village is thercfore one of almost perfect pecasant proprietor-
ship; just over two-thirds of thce 395 families, apart from the
pariahs, own land, and the average size of the estate of each family
is 3 acres. Much of the land is good black laam, and where therc
is water enough two crops of paddy and one of cholam (the great
millet), are raised. Groundnut is grown on 85 acres which have the
most precarious water-supply; and ncarly all the rest of the
cultivated area yiclds two crops of millet (cholam, ragi and
kambu) per annum. The stock list rcads-—

Working oxen ... 308 | Donkeys [
Cows ... 164 | Horses 15
Buffaloes ... 109 | Sheep and goats ... 880
Young of above species, 296 | Pigs .. ... 200

There is therefore a pair of working oxen or buflalocs to less than
4 acres of land.

The kabalai.*--The steady work of irrigation, particularly since
the deepening of the wells, keeps the working cattle well employed.
The wells are worked by the ordinary South Indian bullock-lift,
and the kabalai, also used in Mesopotamia, and probably, both in
India and in Mesopotamia, of immemorial antiquity. The oxen

#® Oy KAamalai.
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RAMNAD DISTRICT.

VADAMALA] PURAM ALIAS KONDUREDDIPATYL

[By K. Ramachandran, B.A., St. Joseph’s College, Trichinopoly.]

Preliminary.—The village of Vadamalaipuram, comprising the
(Government) revenuc villages of Kizhatiruttangal, Melamuttar and
Karseri, the inam village of Naranapuram and the zamin village of
Vadimitta, is situated in the north-west corner of the Sattar taluk
in the Ramnad district on the banks of the river Arjuna, a tributary
of the Vaippar. There are no mountains or hills near it except the
Western Ghats, which are 25 miles west of the village. There are
no forests in the vicinity except on the slopes of the mountains,
The soil is black of the type called black loam, and here and there,
especially on the banks of the river, hard rocks are to be found.
The rainfall is fair during both the monsoons but the heavier
showers arc in October. The river is useless for irrigation as its
bed is lower than that of the surrounding country. The village
has come before public notice in recent times for the excellent
co-operative society that it possesses, but it is not without interest
in other respects also. It can be taken as a type of the villages in
this part of the district within a radius of about 10 miles.

Population.—The population according to the census of
19711 is 780 —630 castemen and 150 of the depressed classes. The
village is a Nayakar village inhabited solely by one caste except
for the paracheri and a few families of the artisan classes which
are necessary in every village. One thing that is note-worthy
is the absence of a single Brahman family till about ten
years ago. Even now it possesses only two Brahman families—a
Mahratta Brahman and an Aiyangar. The former is the secretary
of the local co-opcrative credit society, the latteris the teacher in
charge of the school. The Nayakars have a priestly class among
themsclves and so arc not in need of the services of the Brahmans
for their religious functions. The following is the distribution of
the people among the various castes. 1t is the result of a census
taken with the help of the villagers on 4th September 1916.

Nayakars ... 100 families ... 389 persons.

Goldsmith 2 . ... 11 , besides two
girls married out-
side the village.

Carpenter 4 " .. 17 persons,
Blacksmith 1 family ... 8,
Dhobis 2 families ., 8
Barber 2 ” 7 "
Potter 1 family ... 1 '
Tailor o, 7 ’
Tclugu shepherds ... 12 families ... 6o ,,
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Maravars ¥ 6 families ... 25 persons

Pandaram (flower 1 family ., 7 ’"
suppliers).

Vellalas (highest sudra 2 families ... 9 w
caste).

Brahmans . 2, 11 "

Panchamas—-
Pallans 21, ... 89 ”
Chakkiliyans 8 ... 52 .

— —

Total ... 165 811

9

The number of children in the caste village seems to be about 81
and in the paracheri about 20. The death-rate among children of
the castemen is about one out of four, five or six children born.
The following are some of the persons who gave the facts in
their families :—

Males,

(@) Krishnama Nayak, South Strect, 37 years—
Total number of children born vee 6
Living ... .. §
Dead R ¢

(/) Venkatarama Nayak, 45 years—

Total number of children .. 6
Living ... cee %
Dead ... S

(¢) Verkataswami Nayak, North Street, 40 years —
Total number of children . 3
Living .. e 2
Dead ... e 8

Females,

(d) Naranammal, age 55—

Total number of children U
Living .. 4
Dead . R ¢

(¢) Venkatammal, age 52;;-
Total number of children

Living ... . 3

Dead . 3
(/) Ramachiammal, age 60—

Total number of children ... 4

Living .. .. 3

Dead P

In the paracheri out of 29 families, 12 families had deaths
within recent times. They had lost 6 males, 6 females and 3
children under 10. There are at present 60 males, 6I females
and 20 children in the paracheri.

\

* A fighting caste, descendants of retainers of Poligars of old, who were feudal
nobles subordinate to the Vijayanagar Kingdom, but practically independent. The
Maravars are now employed as watchmen or as cultivators, but are famous for vobheries
and dacoities,
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Census of Caste Village.

| B |
| ! '

— . | Under 5. ! 5 to 16. | 16 to 25. ' 25 1o §o. ' Over s0.
| { i ' '
I _ ! L S
Males ... v 31 49 : 41 130 50
Females ... to 60 51 154 54
Total ... 81 109 92 284 104

There are 105 homesteads (N.O.).
Land. —The soil is black and is divided into three sorts, superior

black loam, “ Pottal karisal” (inferior black cotton soil) and
“Yellai tharai ” (red sandy loam).

(1) Area of wet lands—-50 acres (N.O.).
(2) Area of dry lands--1,500 ,, ,
(3) Watered by wells—actually cultivated 500 acres (N.O.).
possibly cultivable 600 ,, ”
(4) Common waste—Cattle-stand, 120 acres (O.).
Threshing floor, 6°37 acres (O.).

The cattle graze in the cattle-stand though there is not much
grass there. Besides, they graze on tank bunds, river banks
and in fields which lie fallow. There are no woods or forests
near the village and even in the village itself there are not many
trees. Fruit trees are not found at all, and except for a few mar-
gosa trees in the cattle-stand and a few more wild trees bordering
the country road that passes through the village, there arc no trees
worth mention.

| rai.

e ,
Wet, dry Class and . ar Crops Rate per .
or poram-| gl | Laram. rops. acre Ixtent. | Assessment,
boke. . ° T o ‘
‘ CRS. AL P ACS, RS. A. P,
Wet } ! 9 Triple 6 o o 2t I50 0 O
" | i 11 o 4 0 o 25 100 0 ©
Dry : Black loam. . 2 Double I 11 o 500 843 12 ©
. i Pottalkarai- | 3 Single !'1 2 o. 1,000 W25 O O
sal | !
. !\’c]lai lha.-: 4 " . 013 o0 500 406 4 o
L

Water-supply.—Water for irrigation is supplied by two tanks
and about 120 wells. The larger of the two tanks is situated to the
north of the village and covers an area of 86 acres (O.). It irrigates
about 25 acres of land producing paddy, plantains, sugarcane
(given up during this year because it did not bring profit), cotton,
ragi, cholam and other crops.

The smaller tank is in the north-west of the village, is shallow,
covers an area of about 60 acres (N.O.) and irrigates nearly 50 acres
of land producing paddy. There are 120 irrigating wells, almost
cach holding possessing one. There is plenty of water in these
wells, most of them having a kamalai worked by a pair of bulls.
Some of them even possess a double kamalai. There is water in
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the river all the year round and in the rainy season the river is
in flood. Some of the villagers think that if the bed of the river
could be raised, all this water could be used for irrigation. How
far the scheme is practicable is for the Government and the
Public Works Department to consider. For drinking purposes,
most of the villagers use the river water. In addition, there are six
wells which are utilized for drinking. Before 1915 there were
only four wells, all in the castc village, to which the depressed
classes had no access. The result was that these people had to
get from the river, about 114 furlongs off, all the water they required.
This hardship was remedied in 1915 by the co-operative credit
society, which with the help of a Government grant sank two wells
exclusively for the use of the Panchamas, one near each of the
paracheris in the village.

Occupation (f land—One mterestmg feature about the occu-
pation of land in the village is the absence of the system of
kattukuttakai or sub-letting. All the owners of the land are
cultivating landowners and as such are directly interested in
the yearly produce of the land. So it is no uncommon sight to sece
even the richest landowner shouldering a plough and walking to his
field in the early morning followed by his workmen, or the owner
of the land driving the bullocks round and round on the threshing
ground threshing the grain, whilst his paid workmen attend to
other business. The number of landowners among the castemen is
107 and among the Panchamas six or seven. One featurc that is
noteworthy is the fact that there are no holdings larger than 170
acres and only three above 100 acres there being also one of 100
acres. The following is the account of holdings according to
ownership :(—

Between 1 and 10 acres ... 38 holdings 250 acrcs.
. 10and 25 ... 38 . 049
" 25 and go 12 " 469
" so and 100 3 , 21D

" 100 and 250 , 3 Y 5 S

The following is a detailed llbt of the holdings :-—

1 of 1 acre. 1 of 21 acres.

5, 2 acres each, 2 ,, 23 acres cach.
4, K Y ”” I ,, 24 acres.

2, 4 5 ” 5 . 25 acres each.
4, 5 » " I, 26 acres.

1,  6acres. 2 ,, 27 acres each.
1y, 7 » I ,, 30 acres.

5, 8 acreseach. 1, 35 .

4 5 9 ”" 1, 41
Ir,, 10 , " 2 ,, 43 acres cach,
4, II 1) T} I, 47 acres.

4, 12 , " 3, 50 acres each.
3, 13 4 ) 1 ,, 5I acres.

4., 14 3] I, 60 v

4, 15 " ”» I, 100 .

z .y, 16 , " 1, 141

2, 18 ’ ) T, 160 ”

3w 19 4, ” . 1, 170

3 20 ”» |
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Most of the villagers own some land at least. In fact buying
land has become almost a craze in the village. Many of the villa-
gers possess more land than they can conveniently attend to, and
many of them are in debt on account of their lands. Some have
even gone to the length of buying land with money borrowed at
from 12to 18 per cent though the yield can never be expected to
be beyond 4 or at the most 6 per cent. Even the Pallans and
Chakkiliyans invest their surplus money in land. So it is very
difficult to find in the village people who own no land cxcept the
actual labourcrs and some of the artisan classes. The Brahman
families being only recent comers possess no land in the village.
The permancnt labourers who work throughout the year under
landlords are about 53 in number. They are all males. Temporary
labourers who work during harvest and other seasons number
about 45 males and 50 to 60 females. The conditions of their service
are interesting. The permanent labourers take their meals in their
master’s houses—three meals a day—and get wages ranging from
Rs. 50 to Rs. 60 per annum. As for the temporary labourers, males
get daily wages ranging from five annas to eight annas for cultiva-
tion purposes ; orif it is paid in kind, two Madras measures of grain
and onc midday meal. Females get about four annas or six annas
a day or two Madras measures of grain without the midday meal.
Wages have more than doubled in the last twenty years.

Rents are paid in money whether for Government or zamin
lands. The land revenue comes to about Rs. 2,625 besides a cess
of Rs. 164-8 o.

There are six people who combine trade with agriculture in the
caste village. Somc of the depressed classes also own land which
they cultivate in addition to their ordinary work. Among caste-
men two are shopkeepers who keep two small shops selling the
things that are required for the village such as grocery, condiments,
etc. These are small businesses with an invested capital of less
than Rs. 100. The daily salesin each of the shops, according to the
shopkeepers’ estimate, is Rs. 3 a day, and the profit is about 14
or 2 annas per rupee. Each of them pays a rent of Re. 1 per
month.

The other four are dealers in cotton. It is they who arrange to
have the cotton in the village sold and they make some profit out of it.

There was a timber shop in the village for a period of two years.
It was having a good sale. Timber was sold to other villages for
building. Moreover some furniture was also made. I saw
the chairs, tables, benches and bureaus made at the shop and the
workmanship was good. It supplied all the furniture for the local
school and the co-operative credit society. But for want of a good
manager who knew the business the shop was closed. The owner
expected a large profit from the very beginning and was dis-
appointed at not getting the huge profits of which he had dreamt.
Moreover the villagers have very little confidence in trade as a
profession. Their idea is to make money somehow and invest it in
land so that they may be sure of their capital. Hence even if they
start a business their idea is not to continue it, but to make as
much money as possible in the shortest time, wind up the concern,
buy some land and live on the produce of it. Thus even the shop-
keepers are not steady. There have been more than six or seven

3



34 SOUTH INDIAN VILLAGES

shops that have been started and wound up within four or five years.
The present shops are only a year old. There were two cloth mer-
chants who were selling cloth imported from Madura. But they too
have closed their businesses for the past two years. THerc is one
other industry that is Dbeing carried on by the women of the
village. This is the making of ghee from butter. The village was
supplying ghee to the Madura co-operative stores regularly but for
some unkown reason it is not doing so now. Yet the women
scll it in small quantities even now.

Agriculture.——Agriculture, in fact, is practically the sole
industry in the village. Of the 2,050 acres of cultivated land
1,500 acres yield only a single crop per annum. Five hundred acres
yield two crops per annum, and 50 acres of land irrigated by the
tanks yicld three crops per annum. The principal crops and the
number of acres cultivated are given below :—

. ACRES,
Cotton and catch crops like malli (coriander) ... 8oo
Cholam and pulses ... 300
Kambu ... 300
Varagu, kudirai-val ... 300
Ragi ... 300
Sweet-potatocs, chillics, plantains, brinjals, etc. ... ToO
Paddy 50
Tobacco ... ... 30
Senna . ... .}oo

Paddy is very little cultivated except in the tank-irrigated arca.
Nor is the staple food of the people rice as in other parts of the
district. Cholam, ragi and kambu and sweet-potatos form the
chief food except for the two Brahman families who take rice
purchased from the neighbouring village of Tiruttangal or the
town of Sivakasi. Cotton is the chiet crop that is grown for the
market. Cholam and other food grains are mostly for home
consumption and for distribution to the workmen. A small quan-
tity of it, however, is sold when merchants come to the village.
When 1 visited the village some eight years back there were many
gardens growing vegetables. Subsequently, T am told, vegetable
growing was given up as the soil was found to be suitable for the
growth of Cambodia cotton and the latter fcetched a far greater
price than the vegetables. But this year (1916) the mania is for
senna and large plots of land are now covered with senna shrubs.
The chief occupation of the people when I visited the village now
was the picking, drying and packing of senna leaves. All the
available free space was being utilized for the drying of scnna
leaves. But this speculation has cost the villagers dear, for within
the last few months the price of senna has fallen down rapidly
from Rs. 180 to Rs. 20 per candy of 375 Ib.

The following is the rotation of the crops: -

[ Keppai—Adi to Kartigai (June-October).

J 'Tobacco—Kartigai to Chittrai (October-April).
Cholam-—Vaikasi to Adi (April-June),
Keppai—Adi to Kartigai (June-October).

"Three-crop land !
|
[
J Fallow-——Margali and Tai (November and
|
|

Two-crop land December). ’

Cholam—Masi to Adi (January-June).
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Keppai is a grain like cholam and is used as a staple food by
the lower classes.

In lands that bear only one crop the seed is sown just before the
monsoon in September. The chief crop in these lands is cotton
(September to June).

Agriculture is carried on here by means of the old sort of
ploughs. They are all locally made by the village carpenter and
blacksmith. The villagers have not yet taken to improved methods
of cultivation or improved forms of plough. Besides the plough
and the small sickles used for harvesting the villagers possess
hardly any other agricultural implements.  Almost all the cultiva-
tors have a baling instrument called Kamalai made in the village
with the help of the local tanner and carpenter. A triangular
harrow however is kept by the Co-operative Agricultural Society
and is used by the members when needed.

Stock.- -The village possesses about 160 oxen yoked to the plough
and some 40 more to spare. There are about 100 cows and about
50 of them arc possessed by the Pallans. There are also about 120
cow-buffaloes, but only two male ones. These latter are kept for
breeding and not for work. There are in all about 100 young stock
of all the above species. The village possessed some three or four
horses but now therc is only one mare. The donkeys in the
village number about ten and belong to the washermen. The
. village possesses aboul 1,200 sheep and goats and 40 pigs. There
are also five sheep-dogs which serve the double purpose of sheep-
watching and keeping guard over the village at night.

The villagers get their cattle at the cattle fair held in the neigh-
bouring village of Kanniseri every year. This cattle fair is one of
the biggest in those parts and cattle come to it from all over the
surrounding country. The village is 4 miles off and many of the
cattle that come from the west of the village have to pass through.
O1d stock is sold at the same fair though it must be observed that
the villagers do not change their stock very often. The cattle
have full work most of the days. In the early morning at about 6
or 7 a.m. the oxen are taken to the fields. They return only in the
evening at about 6 p.m. In the noon they are given about I or 2
hours rest when the workmen come home to have their midday
meal. They do the ploughing in the ploughing season, but most
of the time they are used to draw water. They may have rest
when the lands lie fallow, but some of the owners give their
cattle on hire to draw carts for cither taking the cotton and other
produce to the neighbouring towns or for the conveyance of the
passengers. The cattle are good.

The working oxen and the milch cows and buffaloes are given
cotton-seed in the early morning followed by some fodder. Some
fodder is given to them at noon and again in the evening when
they return from the fields. The other cattle are given only fodder
and no cotton-seed. The fodder is raised by each cultivator from
his fields. After the crops, a special crop of cholam is grown for
fodder and dried and stored up in stacks for use throughout the
year. For the grazing of the cattle some of the families make
their own arrangements. The others, however, leave theirs in
charge of the village cowherd, who is a Panchama. He has charge
of the cattle between the hours of 10 a,m, and 5 p.m. He is

2.A
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assisted in his work by his wife and children. He gets twelve
annas (I shilling) a year for every beast looked after by him and
he has the charge of some 100 or 120 cattle. Besides this he
is given kanji or rice water from the villagers every day. Moreover
the dung that falls on the grazing ground belongs to him and so
keen is the competition for the dung that he is able to sell it for
Rs. 2 or 3 every month. So on the whole he is well off.

Manuring.—The villagers are keen about the manure and they
utilize all that is available. Their chief manure, however, is
cow-dung and this they are careful not to waste. About 95 per
cent of the cow-dung goes as manure, the remaining § per cent
being utilized for heating the iron tyres of bandies when they have:
to be repaired. They do not use cow-dung for domestic fuel as is
done in the villages in the southern part of the district. Though
they are so very keen about the cattle dung, they do not care
at all for the cattle urine. In fact except the small percentage of
urine that gets necessarily mixed up with cattle dung in the stalls,
cattle urine does not form part of the manure. Even where special
cattle stalls have been built no attention has been bestowed upon
the storage of cattle urine. Sheep and goats are made to stay at
night in the fields and that is all the other animal manure that is
used.

Green manure is also utilized to some extent, being gathered
from the waste lands near the village. The chief green manures
are Avarai, Athalai, Manjanathi and a very small quantity of wild
indigo.

There is no garden cultivation at all. No fruit trces are grown.
There was a garden some years ago where some flowers were
grown by the Pandaram of the village but that too has been
brought under regular cultivation now.

The crops suffer often on account of insect pests and diseases.
The following are the chief pests that affect the different crops:--

(1) Kambu.—The chief insect pest is the Pachalai found in
different colours which sucks away the juice from the stalks.
(2) Cholam (@) Kilipuchi.—A dangerous insect like the mosqui-
to, black generally, but found in other colours also.
(b) Kuruthupuchi.—A sort of worm which eats away the
stalks when they are tender.
(¢) Sendal and Vellaithal.—A sort of disease which prevents
the further growth of the plants.
(d) Mallai.—A sort of weed which eats away the substance
of the crops and thus makes the harvest poor.
(3) Paddy.—Tondaipuchi, a sort of worm, which enters the
stalk when it is tender and prevents the crop from ripening.
(4) Varagu.-~Sendal and Vellaithal described above.
Mallai also described before.
(5) Tobacco.——(a) Mallai.
(b) Sambal disease which turns the leaves grey.
(¢) Pandaram.—Another disease that turns the leaves white
and makes them wither. .
(6) Cotton.—(a) Verpulu, a sort of worm, that eats away the
roots.
() Kunaivandu which eats away the plant before it grows

big.
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(¢) Kanjurnoi makes the plant wither.
(d) Sambal disease makes the leaves turn grey and prevents

the formation of cotton.
(7) Plantains.--(a) Mallai. _
(b) Thavalainoi, a disease that makes the plant wither.
(¢) Karugal, another disease that turns the leaves black and

prevents the formation of fruit.
(8) Chillis.—(a) Verpulu.
(b) Suruttai, a disease that makes the plant wither.
(9) Sweet potatos.——Sevattai, a disease that turns the plant red.

In spite of the fact that there are so many pcsts and that these
pests appear pretty often, the villagers take absolutely no prevent-
ive measures against them. Nor do they seek to remedy it when
a disease or pest actually destroys the crops. They take it as their
lot and blame their fate, sit with folded hands and give full liberty
for the pest to make havoc among the crops. That is what the
villagers told me themselves and they look with surprise when
they are asked whether they seck no remedy.

Cattle discases.--Small-pox, cholera and a disease something like
fever called Vethupu are the chief diseases that affect the cattle.

Horses have a sort of disease called Patin. There are also
many skin diseases. In the case of cattle diseases the people have
some sort of medicines handed down to them from antiquity. It
must be remembered that every household man knows something
of medicine and every agriculturist is a veterinary doctor. In many
cases these specifics handed down from our ancestors are very good.
But still when difficult cases come the villager does not seek proper
help. He receives no help from the Agricultural Department for
he never applies to it. Again the carclessness and the insanitary
habits of the villagers are great breeders and fomenters of diseases,
e.g., when I was in the village a calf evidently affected by some
skin disease was herded along with the rest and there was no
attempt made to separate the affected calf and prevent the spread-
ing of the disease to the rest of the cattle. One or two of the
villagers however think of getting help from the Veterinary
Decpartment. One of the villagers was talking of taking his mare
to the veterinary doctor at Srivilliputtur, a town seventeen miles off.
~ For fuel the villagers largely use the dried stalks of the cotton
plant. As soon asthe coiton harvest is over the stalks are gathered
and stored up for use by the side of the cholam stalks. This is the
chief fucl. Also dried trees, withered branches and twigs broken
by the wind are used.

Wood for buildings and making ploughs is got from Sivakasi, -
four miles off, and other places. One year it was got from the
Forest Department through the Co-operative Society. But this
was not continued for it seems it did not meet with encouragement
from the Forest and Co-operative Departments of Government
though Government noted with pleasure the procedure of the
villagers.

_ The present value of land—~Wet Rs. 600 per acre; dry (well
irrigated) Rs. 500 per acre and dry (ordinary) Rs. 100. The landis
rising in value. This is due to two things. First the villagers are
bent on investing all their savings in land and hence there is a
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large demand for land. Secondly the project of a railway line
between Virudupatti and Srivilliputtur or Watrap has made the
value of the lands near that line rise. It is probable that the line
will pass within a mile of the village and hence the price of land is
going up. .

The village.-—The area of the village site, taking only that
portion occupied by the houses and the waste land separating the
two portions into which the village is divided, is accordmg to the
village accounts 18’4 acres.

The main portion of the village is of course occupied by the
Nayakars. Telugu shepherds, Maravars, artisans, dhobis and
barbers form a group and live in the north-east corner of the
village. The Panchamas live in the north-west and south-east
corners.

The dwellings of the people are good. The. houses of the
depressed classes are decent. In the caste village there are 32
terraced houses, 5 tiled houses and 68 thatched houses. There are
about 29 houses in the paracheri, all of them thatched. It must
be noted that there has been an increase in the number of tiled
and terraced houses within recent years. Six years ago the
number of tiled and terraced houses was not more than ten or twelve.
The rest have been bwlt within recent years partly to be free
from the fear of fire and partly also for the increased social
status conferred. The houses are well ventilated—at least better
than the average houses in such villages——and many even possess
a chimney. The dwellings of depressed classes are not different
from those of the caste men except for the fact that they are some-
‘what smaller in size. There are no gardens adjoining the houses.
The familiar Indian sight of a garden at the back of the house is
not met with here.

There is plenty of space available for building houses. The
maximum distance of cultivated lands from the home of the culti-
vator is three miles.

Subsidiary industrics—There are no subsidiary industries in
the village beyond the necessary artisan crafts nceded for repairs.
It seems that handspinning and country ginning was practised
some fifteen or sixteen ycars ago. But after the advent of ginning
mills at Sattur and Virudupatti these industrics have declined.
The local carpenter makes the ploughs for the villagers and also
any repairs. During his spare time he makes country carts. He
works about eight hours a day on the average and his earnings come
to about Rs. 120 per year. He gets 4 marakkals of paddy for every
plough thdt he makes and 2%4 marakkals for every kamalai. (One
marakkal = 5%4 Madras measures ; one marakkal of paddy weighs
about 13 lb and yields about 9 Ib. of husked rice.)

The blacksmith also gets the same rate of wages for a plough
and a kamalai. His earnings are approximatcly equal to the
carpenter’s.

Washerman.—Each of the two washermen gets 1204 kotahs (value
Rs. 125, weight about 31%4 cwt.) of grain per year; and some-
thing more than 2 meals a day, for he gets a small qudnmy from
each villager.



RAMNAD 39

Barbers.—Each of the two barbers gets 614 kotal}s (nearl_y 16 cwt.)
of paddy a ycar (Rs. 625) besides a small quantity of food from
cach hous.e.

Tuilor—12% kotahs of grain (Rs. 125) and 2 meals a day.
Besides these selling of ghee and letting carts and bullocks for
hire may be taken as subsidiary occupations.

Village trade. —The chicf items in the village trade are the
sale of cotton, tobacco and senna. The villagers purchase the
seed they require at Sattur and Virudupatti and sometimes at
Sivakasi. As for their implements, the village makes its own
ploughs and kamalais. Goods necessary for consumption are
bought at Sivakasi.

The villagers take the cotton they produce to Sattur and Viru-
dupatti and sell it to the agents of the many ginning companies
that arc there, The other commodities are not taken to the market
by the villagers but are sold to the merchants who come to the
village. Tobacco, senna, chillis and sweet-potatoes arc sold to
Sivakasi merchants who visit the village regularly.

Every year the village sells 200 candies of cleaned kapas
(cotton bolls without sced) average price recently about Rs. 180 per
candy, and Rs. 500 worth of tobacco or 400 thulams. The quantity
of senna sold cannot be gauged as the contractors make contracts
not according to the balcs but on the standing crops.

The situation of the village is on the whole good. It is on the
country road between Virudupatti and Rajapalaiyam, one of the
most important commercial hichways. Itis two miles away from
Tiruttangal, a famous Vishnu shrine to which large numbers of
pilgrims resort. It is only § miles away from Sivakasi, which is a
commercial town containing some of the most wcalthy Shanar*
merchants. Tt is only I5 miles from Sattur which is a railway
station and contains many cotton ginning mills. It is 11 miles
distant from the important commercial town and railway station of
Virudupatti. The ncarest railway station however is Tulukupatti,
7 miles off. The situation of the village will become much more
important if either the railway linc to Srivilliputtur or the road
from Virudupatti to Rajapalaiyam is constructed.

Economic condition of the villuge.-~Wages arc now generally
paid in money except for some of the old immemorial wages paid in
kind to barbers, washermen, etc. The following is the list of current
wages :-—

Agriculture—- AS,

Men ... 8 per day,

Women | e 4 "

Boys 4 "
Carpenters L1z .,
Blacksmiths . 12 "
Bricklayers ... 12to 14 per day.

* {The Shinirs are the most numerous castein the extreme south of the peninsula.
Their special occupation is climbing the palmyra to collect the juice that oozes from the
cut stems of the fronds, and palmyra fibre, At this occupation they can only earn 2 or
3 annas per day. The juice can be boiled into jaggery, from which sugar is obtained, or
brewed into toddy. They area rising caste, and very many have become Christi'(;ns.
There is a violent dispute about their social status. Td.)



40 SOUTH INDIAN VILLAGES

The potter and the shoe-maker are paid piece wages

Customary prices.

RS. A. P.
Cotton—local ... 40 o o per bale of 16 thulams,
Cambodia «. 50 0 O " "
Cholam ... 10 o o per kotah,
Kambu ... 10 0o o .
Keppai ... 9 o o ’
Tobacco ..« 1 4 o perthulam,
Senna ... ©O01Iz o ’
Varagu ... 7 o o per kotah,
Blackgram ... 4 Madras measures per rupee,
Coriander seed ... 8 . .
Greengram e 4 . "
Horsegram e 7 " .

It is very difficult to estimate the number of people who have

made savings. For many pcople have debts and yet the savings
of the year are utilized for buying more land instead of paying off
debt. Sometimes Jund and jewcllery are bought by contracting a
debt. There is no sum to be found under the heading of deposits
in the co-operative society’s accounts. However it is clear that
two families have made savings worth about Rs. 8,000. This sum
they have lent to their neighbours for interest. In this connexion
it may be noted that in spite of the fact that there is a co-operative
society lending at 9 per cent, the general rate of interest is about
I5 to 24 per cent for big loans and 48 per cent for small loans.
The total debts of all the villagers come to about a lakh of rupees.
However they have assets worth Rs. 2,90,000.
" The system of Padials exists in the village but therc are only
eight of them. The Padial is given 3 meals a day and also the
usual rate of wages. These wages are credited to his debt and he
has to serve his creditor till his wages are equal to the debt. [f the
Padial breaks the service in the middle the usual rate of interest
will be charged on the sum standing to his debit on that date.

There are in the village almost none, at lecast among castemen,
who are not indebted to some extent at least to somebody. The
causes of this widespread indebtedness are the desire of the land-
owners for lands and buildings. In many cases they borrow the
money to buy these things. In the case of buildings it is dead
capital and earns no interest. In the casc of land the return is so
poor that it covers only part of the interest.

The communal income of the village is derived chiefly from a
tax called ‘Mahimai’ upon goods sent away from the village. It is
a fixed rate upon each article of trade. The following arc the rates
for the different commodities :—

Rate of Mahimai.

RS. A. P.
Cotton o 8 o per bandy load.
Senna 1 o o "
Tobacco o 8 o "
Paddy o 8 o .
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RS. A. P,
Plantains o 2 o per bandy load.
Sweet potatoes .. o 2 o »
Bullﬁ, cows and buffaloes o 4 o per head.
Sheep and goats o o 3 "

To this must be added the rent or tax levied on each shop of
Rs. 12 per annum.

On an average the income amounts to Rs. 150 or Rs. 200 per
annum.

The chief items of expenditure out of this communal income
are (1) the celebration of the festival of the God of Tiruttangal
temple for one day at a cost of Rs. 50. The temple according
to tradition was the halting place of Vishnu on his way from
Madura to Srivilliputtur to see the Goddess Nachiyar, (2) charities,
(3) maintenance of village roads and conservancy.

The administration is vested in a board of sixteen, appointed by
the villagers. They are permanent members, vacancies occurring
only through death or grave misconduct, then being filled by
co-option.

Religious festivals—There are two festivals celcbrated in the
village, one in April. the other in July. The cost of the April
festival is borne by six rich landowners each of whom pays a sum
of Rs. 20. The July festival is celebrated out of the communal
income. The villagers contributed by means of voluntary subscrip-
tion Rs. 2,000 towards the repairs made in the Tiruttangal temple,
in 1914.

Three people in the village took advantage of the Agricultural
Loans Act and got loans from Government to sink wells. Two of
them got Rs. 300 cach and the other Rs. 200.

Sanitary condition of village.—~The village is on the whole very
healthy. Itis on a higher level than the surrounding country so
that it is not damp or marshy.

The prevalent diseases there are not many. Indeed the place
by itself is not liable to any disease. Any epidemic must be one
of importation. Thus for instance about 35 persons were attacked
by malaria last year. This was due to the fact that a party of 30
persons went on pilgrimage to a malarial spot called Varisanad
Hill in the Western Ghats. They all got malaria and spread
it to their neighbours. Cholera was rife in the village some years
back. It has disappeared now.

Small-pox prevailed last year. About ten persons got the
disease but all of them were cured. Vaccination is accepted and
is an ordinary custom. .

Plague has not appcared in the village at all. There was one
case of death due to tuberculosis during the year. At present
however there is no one suffering from the disease.

During the year ten infants were born out of whom two died
There have been no cases of snake bites. )

Medical assistance beyond the home recipes known to most
Hindu mothers, is not available in the village. The secretary of
the co-operative society however keeps some medicines of the
ordinary sort, e.g., omum water, plaster, etc. When cholera broke
out in the village a few years ago he kept some medicine and
distributed it to the stricken people with very beneficial results.
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He also cultivated some medicinal herbs for counteracting the
poison of scorpion bites.

The habits of the people are not very sanitary. In msst houses
the cattle shed and poultry are not kept apart from the quarters of
the people. Till recently there was no drainage system of the
village. The drains used to flow into the pathway and often
formed mires stinking horribly. This and the pools formed by
the rain water made the pathway look nasty and unfit for use.
Only last year the villagers got a grant from Government of
Rs. 1,000 through their co-operative society and with Rs. 400
more out of their communal income they constructed a drain through
their main street and also a good macadamised road running north,
to south. The appearance of the village is much better after that
and the sanitation also much improved.

There is no difficulty on account of night-soil. Therc are no
privies attached to the houses so that privy scavenging is unneces-
sary. Men and women go out to the fields.

Drinking water is genecrally got from the river. Some people
however use the six wells that arc in the village. One family
has improved upon the system generally followed. It had a tube
well sunk at a cost of about Rs. 200 which by means of pipes
supplies water hoth for household purposcs and for the cattle shed
that it has built.

Marriage and purdah. The marriages are all post-puberty.
There was only one pre-puberty marriage in the village and that
was the marriage of the son of the Secretary of the Co-operative
Society who is a Raoji Brahman. Marriage of girls is generally
between the ages of 16 and 25. There is no purdah, and women
work as hard as men. It is a familiar sight to sec them in the
morning hours plucking weeds in the fields or picking cotton,
tobacco or senna. They wicld great influence at home. One
custom peculiar to the village is the system that all the villagers
should contribute according to their status towards the expenses
of the marriages and funerals in the village. The effect is
wholesome. The marriage expcnses are not  very high and a
marriage or death in a family does not mean a huge debt to that
family but is distributed among the villagers.

Ediication—The village has an elementary school where instruc-
tion is free. It is supported by the co-operative credit society.
Seven and a half per cent of the net profits of the society
gocs to the school. Besides this all the members have generously
consented to give the dividends they receive from the society for
the upkeep of the school.

There are two teachers at present. Instruction is up to the
fourth standard and the students are given instruction in the three
R’s. There is a museum attached to the school. The chief collec-
tions there are those of the seeds of different crops. Behind the
school there is a small plot of ground which has been turned into
the school garden. Here each student is given a plot of ground
and he has to cultivate that plot and grow the things that he is
asked to grow. The student does all the business in his plot, the
digging, planting, watering, etc.

One special feature of the school is the training that is given in
co-operation., The boys are given instruction in the management
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of co-operative societies and a practical way of demonstration is
adopted by asking the students to keep a co-operative storc where
pencilsypaper, etc., are sold to the students. The students are
allowed to have deposits and to keep credit accounts.

The school is located in a mandapam,® in which some improve-
ments have been made-to make it convenient for the class room.
Furniture locally made has been supplied. A library is attached
to the school which contains about 40 volumes including school
texts and novels. Most of them are Tamil works, the only English
books being school text-books.

The present school is the improvement of an old pial school
that existed in the village. The villagers in the enthusiasm for
civic improvement that characterized the few years following the
establishment of the co-operative society decided to improve their
village school and arranged that a part of the profits of their
society should be utilized for this purpose.

There are 25 boys and § girls in the school. One or two of
them come from the neighbouring village of Petchutrapatti, a mile
distant. There are some Panchamas also reading in the school.
The attendance is not quite satisfactory as the parents takc away
the children when there is any work for them in the fields
or at home. The average school-going age in the village is 6
to 1T,

There are 47 males and 8 females who arc literate. Five of
the literate males are Panchamas, so that 74 per cent of the
castemen and 315 per cent of the Panchamas are literate. There
are only two persons who can read and write English, the Secretary
of the Co-operative Society and one of the school masters.
There are very few persons who have specialized in any branch
of knowledge. There is a Tamil pandit and an astrologer. The
villagers get “ New India” and the “ Swadesamitran’'§ for their
co-operative society which is also their reading room.

Of the boys who have passed through the school only one has
continued his studies further. He is now in the Hindu High
School, Srivilliputtur. His expenses are borne entirely by his
parents.

The school has been in existence only for the last four years
and so it is too early to make any pronouncement on the capabili-
ties of the students that have passed out of it. But it would be
much better if parents realized a little more the value of punctua-
lity and regular attendance.

Village administration.—The village administration is conducted
by the village munsif, his karnam and a panchayat of 16 persons.
The village munsif looks to the collection of revenue and other
Government business while the panchayat looks after sanitation,
education and other local matters. Most of the panchayat mem-
bers belong also to the panchayat of the co-operative credit
society.

The panchayat holds on the average two meetings every month.
Last year the panchayat’s activities were specially in the direction

* Rest-house for pilgrims, t A Tamil daily newspaper,
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of sanitation, especially the construction of the road and of the
drains already mentioned. The panchayat has appointed a
scavenger on a monthly pay of Rs. 2 to keep the streets ¢lvan and
especially to look after the drains. The drinking water wells are
regularly cleansed, the cost of each clearing being borne by the
group of people who use the well.

Police administration—The villagers are not satisfied with the
police administration. Especially during last year petty crimes
have been very common. During the past four months there have
been three thefts and two attempts at house-breaking besides some
instances of setting fire to hay ricks. The value of goods stolen
amounts to Rs. 500. Not one of the culprits has been caught.
Indeed the villagers complain that it is more than two months
since any police authority visited the village. These crimes are
attributed to persons from outside.

The relation of the villagers to the higher authorities is very
amicable. The villagers are however very independent and many
of the petty exactions and tyranny that are common in other
villages are not to be met with here. The Collector of Ramnad
was in the village in May IQI§ to open the newly constructed
road named after him the Tottenham Road. The Divisional Officer
has been to the village twice during the course of the year.

None of the villagers are at present engaged in litigation.

There was a little litigation some ycars back but after the
advent of the co-operative society a new spirit has come over the
villagers of not resorting to courts but of having all their disputes
settled by their panchayat. Most of these disputes are of a civil
pature. Criminal cases have not yet arisen in the village and
it remains to be seen whether the parties would be satisfied with
the verdict of their panchayat.

The Co-operative Credit Society.——The chief institution which has
made the village famous is the co-operative society. The Vada-
malaipuram society was the earliest society started in the district
and it is accepted as a model by the other societies surround-
ing it. The high level of excellence of the society is due to
its Secretary Mr. Ananda Rao who is the life and soul of the
society. It was he who started it and who works zealously for the
success of co-operation in the district. He is an honorary
organiser and an honorary supervisor of the Madura-Ramnad
Central Bank.

There is also a society for the purchase and sale of agricultural
implements.

The credit society was started on 12th February 1909 with 13
members and a capital of Rs. 65. The liability is unlimited and
the members are jointly and severally responsible for the liabilities
of the society. The society is registered for 200 shares of Rs. 50
each, which makes a capital of Rs. 10,000. The society’s maximum
borrowing power has been limited to Rs. 20,000. The society
borrows at a rate not exceeding 74 per cent. The maximum
amount that the society lends to each of its members is Rs. 1,000 at
the rate of Rs. 200 per share. The interest it charges on the
money it lends is 9 per cent.
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. The following figures show the condition of the society on 30th
:‘.:R‘I'QIé when the last co-operative year ended :—
Number of members 7.4.

RS,
Share capital e e 1,582
Number of shares ... 124

Liabilities,
Madura-Ramnad Central Bank .. 12,478
Vadamalaipuram Agricultural Society ... 25
Local Deposit 98
Share capital . 1,582
Total ... 14,183
Assels.

RS. A. P.

Collections during the year 2,642 6 o
Loans outstanding on 3oth June 1916 ... .. 71,012 0 ©
Reserve Fund o . 933 o 1

Total ... 15,847 6 1

The following is a classification of the loans given during
1915-16 according to amount and purpose :(—

RS, A, I,
70 Loans bclow Rs. 50 ... ... 1,736 6 o
3 Loans between Rs. 50 and 100... 248 o o
6 Loans between Rs. 100 and 250 658 o o
Total 79 loans ... 2,642 6 o

Purpose of loans,
Agricultural ... .. 1,484 6 o
Purchase of cattle .. .. 506 o o
Trade , 233 © ©
Education .. B 39 o ©
Repair of houses and cattlesheds ... 150 o ©
Discharge of prior debts ... 230 o ©
Total |, 2,642 6 o

For reasons explained above there were no loans for marriages.

All these loans were given on personal security. The fault
among the villagers is that they do not repay their loans punctu-
ally. The loans granted during the last year were however all
discharged in the course of the year. The outstanding loans were
those that had been lent in the previous years. Two suits were
filed during the year against two of the members and decrees
obtained. The Reserve Fund of the society is invested in the
Madura-Ramnad Co-operative Society.

The net assets of the members amount to Rs. 2,39,168 and the
society owns furniture valued at Rs. 180 after allowing for depre-
ciation. The chief articles of furniture are an iron safe and g
wooden bureay,
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The following are the charges for year 1915-16 :—

RS, A, 47~ 4
Clerk at Rs. 6 per month .. ... 48 ¢ o
Remuneration to manager ... ~. 50 0 o
Contingencies .., .o 7T 2 6
Rent for building ... 36 o o
Other items . .. 71 ©° o

212 2 6

The Agricultural Society for Purchase and Sale.-- This was started
on I3th August 1913 with 24 members and an initial capital of
Rs. 24. The maximum share capital of the society is Rs. 1,000
divided into 200 shares of Rs. 5 each., The maximum borrowing
power of the society is Rs. 2,000. It has a common-good fund of
Rs. 104-15-2, which can be utilized only for the purchase of agri-
cultural implements. It was out of this that the harrow above
mentioned was bought. On 30th June 1916 there weére 44 members
and 121 shares. The capital was Rs. 121. It has a reserve fund
of Rs. 40-6-8 invested in the Madura-Ramnad District Bank. The
commodities bought by the society during the year were fodder,
cotton seeds, and leather for buckets. The following shows the
activity of the society during the year :—

RS. A. P,
Stock on hand .. 322 0 3
Bought during the year ... 420 1 ©
Sold during the year . ... 828 9 4

History and prospects of the village.—According to the villagers, it
seems they were more prosperous some fifteen or twenty years back.
We know that cotton ginning and spinning were carried on as
cottage industries. But this disappeared before the formidable
compctition of the cotton mills at Satur and Virudupatti. But the
poverty of the villagers is due not so much to the disappearance of
these industries as to the burden of debt, the debts being to a large
extent of their own making for the purchase of land and building
of houses. Mostly thcey borrowed from the Shanars of Sivakasi.
The income from the lands and housecs is not sufficient to mcet the
interest on the capital borrowed. Hence they are driven to horrow
more and more. The interest on such debts was from 24 to 50 per
cent. After the introduction of the co-operative society, these petty
loans are advanced to the ryots from the society at g per cent. But
these loans are sufficient only to meet their yearly agricultural
demands and to pay the interest on the old loans. The society is
not in a position to tackle the whole debt of the village. Besides
these borrowings there is one more cause that has contributed to the
deterioration of the villagc economically. During the last fifteen
years the produce of the lands has not been satisfactory. The war
has also adverscly affected their interests. In 1915 the villagers
found that they had no profitable market for their cotton. This
year the senna speculation has brought heavy loss to many.

But the condition of the village would have been much worse had
it not been for the immigration into the village of Mr. Ananda Rao.
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As soon as he came he found that two things must be remedied
usag“\rl{);is possible, the indebtedncss of the ryots to the Sivakasi
Snanars¥®r petty sums at ruinous rates of interest and the ignorance
of the villagers which had induced them to invest their small
savings with a chit * secretary whose methods savoured of swindling.
For remedying the first of these, he started a permanent fund in
the village which lent money to the villagers to repay their petty
loans. He put himself in correspondence with the chit sccrctary
and after a good deal of argument and brow-beating succceded in
getting from him the bare capital invested by the villagers with
him. The office of the nidhi formed a sort of club and Mr. Ananda
Rao took advantage of the opportunity to advise and direct them.
Finding that their outlook was very narrow he induced them to
subscribe for the ' Swadesamitran ” (the leading Tamil daily). He
used to rcad out the news and articles to the villagers when they
assembled in the nidhi office. The villagers have continued to get
the paper since then, though very few of them read it themselves
and others only listen when it is read out.

When the co-operative movement was started in India Mr.
Ananda Rao induced the villagers to form a society in the village
and promised to work for it himself. He has remained the secre-
tary of it since its inception. Most of the improvements in the
village like the construction of the road, the drains, the sinking of
wells and tube wells are duc to his suggestions.  But the villagers
are very slow to move and do not stick to good principles.

General.—~ The only other item of interest in the village is emigra-
tion. Emigration is chiefly to Colombo, Rangoon, Penang and
Devikulam. The following table shows the number of families
that have gone to the different places and also the number that
have returned:

Fomigration—
Colombo . ... 3 families.
Rangoon ... 30 ’
lfcn:}ng .. 6 "
Devikulam ... 4 "
Returned—
Rangoon . ... 10 familices.
Penang 2 .
Devikulam . N

"

Those who returned from Penang came without any savings.
Only the following four persons returned with some substantial

surplus :— RS,
Krishnuma Nayakar about 500
Gopala Nayakar . 300

: N
Chinnaswami Nayakar . 300
Venkatakrishna Nayakar . 700

* [A “chit fund ™ or * nidhi” or *“kuri ” is a sort of slate club. The members pay
in a fixed sum per month, and the money so collected is given each month to one member
to usc as capital. The recipient must then give security for the continuance of his
monthly payments till every member has had his turn.  The selection of the member to
take the fund may be made by lot or by auction. In the latter case the Jozwess bidder
gets the fund, i.c., the one who is content to receive the smallest portion of it, The
remainder is divided among the other members.  Ed.)
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The following are the family budgets of some of the villagers.
They have no accounts and the figures are only rough app- =
mations derived for information taken from the personsgxcémselves.
The figures are as far as possible the actual expenses of last ycar—

(1) Family budget of Narayanaswami Nayakar

(the richest person in the village).

Family— Daughters . e 2
Parents " 2 Servants e e 5
Husband ... 1 —
Wife 1 13
Sons 2 —

Assets— RS. RS.
Lands ... 25,000 ' Liabilities—Debts ... we 1,477
House ... 8,230
Moveables ... 5,000

38,230
|

Receipts— RS. Charges— RS.
Grain, 100 kotahs .» 1,000 _  Grain, 100 kotahs ... [,000%
Cotton ... 1,500 Cotton seed for cattle ... s5oo
Tobacco ... ... 300 Fodder ., ... 5oo
Fodder 500 Manure .., ... TIoo0
Senna 6oo Tobacco plants ... 30
Sale of horsc 700 8 scrvants— RS

Grazers of oxen, 3 ...150 |
” of sheep, 3 ... 80|
" ofbuffal’o, I... 20 300
. Houschold servant, 1, 350 |
. Miscellaneous wages ... 200
Kist ... 150
Repayment "of debt and
' interest . ... 1,500
[ Grocery ... 100
! Clothes cee ... 100
! Marriage and other miscella-
i neous expenses .., .. 50
4,600 | 4,580
RS,
Receipts .. ... 4,600
Expenditure .. 4,580
Surplus 20

He has constructed a special cattle shed by converting a house
into a cattle shed at a cost of Rs. 4,000. He has 8 bullocks, 4 cows

* For consumption of family and labourers.
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(3 giving milk) and 4 cow-buffaloes of which none give milk. The
gost\ofiaintaining it comes to Rs. 1,200 per year, as follows :—

Cotton seed
Fodder

Wages of four scrvants

(2) Budget of Alagarasiwami Nayakar.

Family—
Husband
Wife ...
Mother
Child ...

Assets—
ILands
House
Moveables

Receipls——
Cotton
Grain, 5o kotahs
Tobacco ...
Chillies ...
Coriander seed
Green gram, 2 kotahs
Fodder
Senna
Trade
lL.oan

Receipts
Expenditure

Surplus

4

RS.

9,445
4,125
1,100

14,770

RS.
420
500

70

40

60

20

200
600

200

200

2,310

L B B |

RS.
500
. 500
vee 200
1,200
Scrvants 3
l —
‘ 7
[ RS.
1 Liabilities 4,300
i
Expenses—- RS.
Grain, o kotahs 500
Fodder 200
(Cotton seed . 250
Wages of servants— RS,
Agricultural labourer. 6o} 80
Buffalo-herd 20
Household servant 50
Manure 200
Kist .. 70
Sced for sowing ... 50
Cost of oxen bought ... 160
Repayment of debt and
interest 500
Grocery ... 75
Clothes 50
Maurriage ... 100
2,285

2,310

2,28;

XYy oo XYY
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(3) Budget of Lingama Nayakar, Clerk of the Co-operative Society.

Family—
Mother . R ¢ Servant R ¢
Husband I —
Wife ... .- I 4
Assets—- RS. RS,
Lands ... «o 5,020 | Liabilities ... v I,570
House ... .. 1,020
Moveables 350
6,390 |
Receipls—— RS, | Expenses— RS,
Grain, 30 kotahs ... «ee 300 Charges for the field (man-
Cotton and tobacco «se 500 ure, kamalai, etc.). 150
Chillis ... «e 100 Fodder ... «. 1IO
Fodder ... «e. 100 Cotton seed e w100
Salary e 96 Do. for planting ... 15
- Tobacco plants ... e 20
1,096 Grain (seed), 2z kotahs ... 20
New debt incurred in year. 250 Pay to servant including
clothes ... e es 5O
Temporary coolies and
field labourers ... «ee 200
Kist e 5O
Repayment of loan and
intercst ... ..s 400
Grain we 140
Grocery ... e 24
Clothes ... .. 50
Marriage expenses we 20
1,346 ' 1,349
RS,
Receipts e 1,346
Expenditure v 1,349
Deficit ... oo 3
(4) Budget of Krishnama Nayakar.
Family—-
Husband S ¢ Daughters ... 3
Wife ... T ¢ —_
Sons ... . 2 7
Assets— RS. RS.
Land ... wo 3,000 | Liabilities ... e 2,430
House ... 200
Moveables nil.

3,200
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Receipts— RS.
Grain oo ... &0
Coticoxn 150
Senna .. 350
Fodder ... ..« 30
Loan wee 230
Trade 100

910
Receipts
Expenditure
Surplus

Expenses— RS,
Grain, 15 kotahs ... 150
Kist . we 20
Wages for ploughmg . 30
Fodder ... .. 8o
Cotton seeds .. 70
Manure ... ... 5O

Cotton seed for sowmg ... 20

Miscellaneous wages 100
Clothes ... ... 50O
Grocery ... e Y8
Marriage expcnses 100
Repaymenb of loan and
interest . 160
905
RS,
... 9I0
... QO§
5

The two following are the budgets of Panchamas, one from each

of the two sections :—

(1) Budget of Ammaiyadia Kudumban ( Pallan).

Lamily—
Husband P §
Wife ... e I
Assets—-—
Land 3 acres of dry (rain-fed)
land.
Receipts— RS,
Earnings of Ammaiyadia
Kudumban (six annas per
day) . 90
Earnings of wxfe (threc annas
per day) . 45
Earnings of eldest son (ﬁve
annas per day) ... e 175
Produce of land ... v 27
237

Receipts .
Expenditure ..,

Savings

4-A

Sons 3 (eldest 18
— years of
5  age)

Liabilities—Nil.

Expenses— RS.
Grain, 11 kotahs . $ {)
Clothes—

Two female cloths, Rs, 6
Two men’s cloths | 4 20
Boy’s clothing y 10
Grocery ... 20
Feasts ... §o
200
RS.
. 237
. 200
37
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This is a typical Pallan family in which all the members work.
Their wages are their only means of living. The three acres of land
that the family possesses were bought out of the savings= These
people accumulate their savings by either hoarding or investing
it with their employecrs till they get a good sum and then they buy
land with it. They are on the whole a frugal peoplc. But the
Pallans as a class have a great number of feasts in the year and
their expenditure on this score is a big item in their budgets. The
three acres of land would produce Rs. 34 worth of cotton or Rs. 20
worth of grain. These two are cultivated alternately and hence
the average of Rs. 27 is given as the income from land. The family
would have work for twenty days in the month.

(2) Budget of Perumal Pagadai ( Chakkiliyan ).

Family— ' Grandsons and granddaugh-
Husband ... . I ters e 8
SWife... .. .. LT —
Sons (aged 35, 30 and =g, 16
respectively) . . 3 -
Daughters-in-law 3 Daughters (gone to their
husbands’ houscs) 3
Assels—4% acres of land, | Debts—Nil,
E
Receipts— RS. | Eaxpenses—- RS.
Grain, 4 kotahs ... 4o Grain, 22 kotahs ... ... 220
Wages for stitching kamalais Feasts ... 10
(on the average six per
year), 2 kotahs of grain ... 20
Miscellaneous leather work.  go
Wages of labour of three
sons .. 80
Do. three
daughters-in-law .. ... 50 :
|
240 230

Occasionally the villagers give them kanji,

RS.
Receipts ... ... 240
Expenditure .. 230
Savings ... 10

Besides the kanji the family get the necessary cloth from
the villagers. One other thing that is noteworthy is the absence
of quite such a large number of feasts among the Chakkiliyans as
among the Pallans. 3

N.B.—All these family budgets are only approximate. None of
the villagers keep regular accounts and hence only approximations
are possible.
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TINNEVELLY DISTRICT.

GANGAIKONDAN.
[By P. S. Lokanathan, B.A., St. Joseph’s College, Trichinopoly.|

Preliminary.—Gangaikondan is a big village comprising the
subdivisions of Gangaikondan proper, of Vadakkur, Kilur, Aladi
Paracheri, Pungan Paracheri, Anaitalai Paracheri and Turaiyur
Paracheri. It lies on the right bank of the Chittar river and is on
its 18th anicut. This river has its source from the famous Court-
allam falls and many anicuts have been built across the river to
utilize its water for purposes of irrigation. The village is 2 miles
north of Tinnevelly and 214 miles distant from the railway station
which goes by the same name. On the side of the river the soil is
rocky, but as we go further away, it is somewhat better but no-
where is the soil very fertile.

Two miles to the south of the village, on the left side of what is
known as the Madras Road there lie 1,500 acres of Reserved Forest
only very recently handed over by the Government to a Panchayat
of six members. There is a large area of poramboke (land reserved
for purposcs other than cultivation) in the village. The village is
cin th plains and no hills are found in its neighbourhood.

The village is under the usual ryotwari tenure of Madras except
536 acres §5 cents which are inam lands (i.c., lands held on
specially favourable tenure); but of this only 8 acres 36 cents are
wet land; this arca bclongs exclusively to the temple. The
following arec the chief inamdars —

Extent,

ACS.

1. Temples ... ... 35488
2. Dikshadar * .. 3306
3- Accountants {Karnawms) ... <. 280
4. Village munsif ... . ce 4492
5. Watchman e 3348
6. Barber ... s I2°13
7. Scavenger ... v 22°92
8. Washermon .. 6°26

All these pay quit-rent of 3§ of the ordinary assessmeat. The
total revenue from the inam lands is Rs. 280- 14-0. The history of
the inam rights is intcresting, but noold records cxist. The people
told me that only a small portion now remains out of the vast
extent of lands oncce held under inam rights.

Population.-—The total population of the village (including caste
village and paracheri) is, according to the ccensus of 1911, 3,495,
of whom 1,675 are males and 1,820 are females.

The total population of the caste village is estimated by the
villagers as 2,395 persons.

* « Dikshadar ” is a hereditary title obtained by performing a sacrifice. Inam land is
granted to a ‘¢ dikshadar ” on consideration of his being a guru.



54 SOUTH INDIAN VILLAGES

Census figures for the years 1881, 1891, 1901 and I9IT are here-
with given—-

Males, Females, Total,
1831, - 1,423 1,438 2,861
189r ., «. 1,476 1,476 2,952
1901 ... - 1,514 1,551 3,085
1911 .., ... 1,675 1,820 3,495

The increase in the number of females from 1901 to I9IT is
appreciable. '

The castes are as follows :(—

1. Brahmans ... T00 families,
2, Pillaimars or Vellalas ... vee 31 "
3. Maravars .., ... 102 "
4. Shepherd caste ... ... 6o "
5. Barbers ... 5 "
6. Oilmongers e, 12 v
7. Betel men ... 50 "
8. Carpenters - 6 ”
9. Blacksmiths 6 »
10, Goldsmiths e 6,
11. Dhobis ... 3 "
12, Potters ... .. 1o ”
13. The Fishermen caste ... v 20 ”
14. Tondamans * 3 v
15. Pipers 4 ”
16. Brothel women 2 "
17. Kshatrias 3 ”
18. Muhammadans 5 ”
19. Kaikolans or weavers ... w20 "

It must be borne in mind that all thesc are distinct castes by
themselves and they have no inter-relation such as marriage, etc.,
though it must not be forgotten that this does not in any sense
stand in the way of active business intercourse.- This is also true
of the relationship with Panchamas.

I have in a few typical families enquired the number of children
living and dead :(—

Caste. Total number of Dead,
children born.

1. Brahman 8 I
2. Brahman 5
3. Maravar 8 3
4, Shepherd 7 2
5. Pallan 5
6. Vellalan 9 3

42 9

This shows an average of 7 children per family born, of whom
5%4 per family survive.

* A caste of lime bumers, who emigrated to Tinnevelly from Pudukkottai. The Raja
of Pudukkottai’s family name is Tondaman ; he is the head of the Kallan (thief) caste.
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Including those ot the Paracheri there are 729 houses of which
about 100 belong to Brahmans.

The population of the depressed classes amounts to nearly
1,100 persons of whom about 530 are males.

These consist of—

—_— I Number of | Number of | Males. | Females.' Children.
} families. individuals. i
1. Pallans .| 175 900 250 270 380
2. Eshuvans 8 35 10 15 15
3. Paraiyans 8 42 13 14 15
4. Shanars 8 (1 family 50 20 18 12
alone is
18 in
number).
5. Chakkiliyans ... w | 14 65 22 27 16
6. Kuravans e 2 6 2 2 2

The population is no doubt increasing all round but more on the
side of females than on that of males. It scems that there is an
increase in the population of the depressed classes and also a rise
in their standard of living. Ihave taken 15 years as the differen-

‘tiating age between children and others.

The Brahmans are deteriorating in numbers and prosperity.
Other castemen show signs of progress.

Land.—The area of wet cultivation in the year of resettlement
which was in fasli 1318 (1908-09) was 1,022°40 acres but has in-
creased to 1,03028 last year, thus showing an increase of 7'88 acres.

In the same manner there is an increase in the dry cultivation
from 6,069°15 acres in 1908 to 6,107°31 in 1915,

The area of lands watered by wells is only about 45 acres.
Wells do not pay the ryots in proportion to the amount of trouble
and expense involved. Altogether therc are 47 wells of which
three have dried up. Five are found inthe wet cultivation, the rest
in the dry. They are worked by kamalais and pairs of oxen.

- There are 23’97 acres reserved as cattle stand and 1,088'65 acres
set apart for grazing. The cattle graze on the river banks and
tank bunds as well as on the patta lands of dry area.

In the forest Oodai trees (flat-topped acacias) are abundant.
There are some trees of margosa and other kinds.

_ In the year of resettlement (fasli 1318) the area of fruit trees was
6 acres while that of the trees of other varieties amounted to about
39 acres. The fruit trees consist mainly of mango, lime and plan-
tain. There are many shade trees found abundantly on the canal
banks and also on the sides of the road. Chief among them are
the Banyan trees, the Bassia longifolia, the Terminalia Alata and
the Portia trees. There are many trees of the latter kind in the
backyards of houses. In addition to these, there are a very large
number of coconut and palm trees of which 1,091 are temporarily
free of assessment as they stand within backyard limits.
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The number of palmyras assessed at resettlement is given
below:--

‘ Number of Number of Total

rough trees. smooth trecs. otal.
On patta lands 9,098 0,020 18,118
On assessed waste . 19 59 78
On poramboke 2,030 4,103 : 6,733

There are three irrigation tanks and one canal. Just a mile to
the west of the village an anicut has been constructed across the
river Chittar. The Sirukulam canal has its source here flowing from
north-west to south-east of the village; it finds its way to the
Sirukulam tank which is fed entirely by this canal.

The other two tanks, the Pallankulam tank and the Pappankulam
tank are entirely rainfed. The Pallankulam with an irrigable area
of nearly 6 acres is situated on the south-west of the village, on the
left side of the main road and its area is only 10 acres. The Pap-
pankulam a little bigger in size with an area of 40 acres is on the
right side of the road and irrigates an area of 24°9I acres.

The following table shows the irrigable area of the tanks and

total revenue demand :——
Irrigable aren. Total demand.
ACS. RS, A. P,

1. Sirukulam tank (fed by the channel). 7939 4,628 12 o
2, Sirukulam canal 215'I13 1,253 I ©
3. Pallankulam tank .. 5'99 24 o o
4. Pappankulam tank rainfed ., .. 2301 50 4 ©

In addition to the 47 irrigation wells there are about 40 wells
used for domestic purposes. Nearly 25 of them arc in the Brahman
quarters while the rest are distributed among all the others. The
well water is somewhat brackish and is used for all other purposes
except drinking for which the river water is used.

The river Chittar, being so near, satisfies the people’s wants
with regard to drinking water. People bathe and wash their clothes
in the river itself. Three people have pumps in their houses. On
the whole the village has a fair water-supply but in the summer
people may experience some difficulty because the quantity of
water in the river diminishes considerably and hence the water is
not so good. ’

There does not seem to be any progress in the method of culti-
vating the fields. The standard of living has no doubt increcased
as is apparent from the everyday life of the villager just at present,
but this is not due to prosperity.

Occupation of land—Out of a wet area of 1,030'28 acres only
about 300 acres are cultivated by the landowners and this is to be
explained by the fact that most of these lands belong to thc
Brahmans. Many landowners, and especially the Brahmans, find it
convenient to lease out their lands to tenants. The percentage of
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cultivating landowners is decreasing while that of the non-cultivat-
ing landowners is increasing. '

1907-08. 1912-13.
(@) Percentage of cultivating landowners
in the district .. 20%} 118
(#) Percentage of non-cultivating land-
owners ... . 0’5 1’1
(¢) Percentage of cultivating tenants ... 27 7°7

1 am told that dependence solely on agriculture is not calculated
to keep a family out of want. The members of the family must
also engage in other pursuits which bring them some addition to
the income they get from land. So the landowners find it to their
interest to sublet their lands and themselves engage in other walks
of life. So far with regard to wet area.

In the case of the dry cultivation, the position is better.
Excluding nearly 2,000 acres of dry lands where usually no cultiva-
tion is done, more than 60 per cent of the area is cultivated by the
landowners themsclves (that is, more than 2,400 acres). Thus on
the whole 730 acres of wet land and 1,600 acres of dry area are
cultivated by tenants.

The number of cultivating landowners is nearly 600 out of a
total of 926. Most of the castemen other than Brahmans and all the
Panchama landowners cultivate their lands themselves.

The number of non-cultivating landowners is 326 and most of
them have some dealings in money—in lending and borrowing and
getting some profit from the differential intcrest.  There are a small
number of men who have gonc out of the village and are employed
clsewhere in good positions.

There are fifty tenants who do not own any lands but who culti-
vate other people’s lands.

About a hundred arc agricultural labourers who neither own nor
rent any land. There are six men employed under landlords rather
as domestic servants than as agricultural labourers. They get one
regular meal a day with occasional grain or rice entirely at the
option of the landlord or at the pleasurc of the mistress of the
housc. Among the actual labourcrs in the fields are about 45
females who get a money wage of 3 annas a day. The remaining
55 are male labourers who get not less than 5 annas a day. In busy
scasons there is a rise in wages by at least an anna a day. At
this time of the year when sowing and planting have to be done for
the pishanam crop, i.e., the crop sown in September and October,
the wages of male and female labourers are 6 annas and 4 annas
cach respectively. Boys under fifteen ycars of age are paid at the
same rate as females.

Lloldings according 1o ownership.

Fxtent. Number of
owners.

Undcr 1 acre 105
From 1 to 5 acres ... 220

w Storo , ... 250

, IOto20, .. 100

y 201030, .. 50

;30 to 40 ,, 60

» 4o0tos50, .. 50

Over 50 acres 90
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But it must be borne in mind that since there are included here
the whole of dry lands and especially the 2,000 acres usually lying
uncultivated, the extent of holdings appears larger than it really is.
Now a person owning some 7 acres of wet land will be better off
than one having 15 acres of dry land. Hence a better idea can be
got if we confine our attention to wet lands alone and estimate the
extent of holdings there. With this idea I made some inquiries in
the village, the results of which are shown below :—

Holdings of wet land,
Number of

owners, Extent,
ACS,
Over 100 acres ... ..
From 50 to 100 acres ... 1 8o
» 40 to 50 "
s 20t0 40 y oo .. vee 3 70
» Toto 20 ) . vee 5 6o
» 5 to 10 ' 40 250
1tog ’ 210 400
Under 1 acre 200 120

” .

There are about 350 tenants who cultivate other person’s lands
in addition to cultivating their own. Of them 175 are families of
the depressed classes and the rest are Maravars and Shepherds.

The areas of holdings of wet lands according to tenancy are as
follows :—

Tenancies.
Number of Apptoximate
tenants, extent,
ACS,
Under 1 acre ... ... I00 70
From 1 to g5 acres 21 400
» §toio 30 200
, Iotoz2o 5 6o

Over 20 acres ...
about 730

Rents are always paid to the landlords in kind. The amount of
rent paid depends on the nature and fertility of the particular land
rented and also on the nature of the contract entered into eifher
party. There are various kinds of contract between the tenant and
the landlord and four sorts actually obtain in this village—

(a) The tenant agrees to pay a certain number of kotas (I
kota == 112 Madras measures, and I kota of paddy weighs 214 cwt.)
every year absolutely fixed. Sometimes a proviso is added that in
exceptional years—years of very bad harvest owing to want of
sufficient water, or crops being damaged very much—some reduc-
tion shall be granted. In this village about 10 kotas, value about
Rs. 100, for the year is the customary rent charged for a double
crop area of 1'68 acres (I kota of land).* Under this agreement
the entire cost of cultivation is borne by the tenant; the seed, the
manure, the labour for ploughing, sowing, weeding, planting and
harvesting all have to be supplied by the tenant himself. The
landlord has simply to pay the kist (about Rs. 11). All the straw
is for the tenant.

# [i.e., Rs. 60 per act-e. From detailed statements given below it appears that land
for senna cultivation pays a rent of about Rs. 28 per acre. Ed.]
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(b) There is another sort of agreement whereby the landlord
receives two-thirds of the actual return for the year. Here almost the
same conditions prevail as in the above-mentioned contract except
that the landlord has more responsibility. Usually a landowner
residentin the village has recourse to this contract, as by persistent
supervision he can expect to get a greater return; the tenant’s posi-
tion also is better since the greater total return means more gain for
himself. The landlord must see that the tenant cultivates the land
properly, sows enough seed, manures the field sufficiently and
spends liberally on all necessary items. If the manure is wanting,
it is the owner’s interest to give the tenant manure and debit it to
his account; or if the tenant has no money, he sometimes pays him
for necessary expcnses and gets it back at the harvest time. As
soon as the crop is harvested, a certain amount is set apart for the
labour incurred in reaping the fields and the rest divided between
the landowner and the tenant in the proportion of 2: 1. Here also
the straw belongs to the tenant, because he does the ploughing.
The tenant gets some remuneration for all the work he does for the
owner, in addition to somc grain or cash he receives occasionally
as a present.

(¢) A third contract prevails by which the landlord gets three-
quarters of the actual return while one-quarter is given over to the
tenant. Under this agreement, all the manure is supplied by the
landlord and the rest, the sced and labour, have to be borne by the
tenant. The Kkist is paid in this as in every other case by the land-
holder. The straw is for the tenant but a rich landholder is able
to exact from the tenant a part, usually one-sixth, of the straw, by
threatening to make an agrecment with another.

{d) There is yet another kind of contract that prevails here by
which the landlord pays for the seed, manure and all other cultiva-
tion costs except labour, which it is the duty of the tenant to
provide. Only one-eighth of the produce is given to the tenant
while the rest is taken by the landlord. The straw is divided
between the tenant and the landlord.

The total land revenue of the village is Rs. 9,230-12-0, but
before resettlement it was only Rs. 8,227-0-0. Hence an increase
of Rs. 1,003-12-0. The total revenue of the village for all items
together is Rs. 10,575-0-I.

Double or
Class and sort of soil. Taram. | single Raie per acre, Extent.
crop,
et land.
: ’ RS. A, P. ! ACs,
1. Worst black loam ... .| 1I 2 5 00 | 215-80
2. Inferior black loam... oo | 9 | 2 6 4 o 1 610°34
3. Inferior red loam ... I ! 2 5 00 10563
4. Ordinary red loam ,,, oo 1 S I 4 0 o | 3090
Dry land.
1. Worst black loam .. 5 1 °o 9 o 11-69
2. Inferior black loam... ... 4 ’ I 013 o . 348
3. Inferior red loam ... 5 I o9 o | 864
4. Ordinary black loam . 3 1 1 2 o | 2,032'93
5. Ordinary red loam ...
6. Worst red loam e 6 1 o 6 o 11°46
7. Worst red sand 7 C 4 0 4,000°98
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There are a few sowcars and bankers. There are two cloth
mnerchants who have each a shop where they sell goods brought
from Tinnevelly. The village munsif and the karnam are agricul-
turists also. The former is the Secretary of thée Co-operative
Society. There are 12 families of oil-mongers, 50 families of betel-
men, 3 of washermen, 3 of barbers, 30 families of shepherds and 2
families of kshatrias (ayurvedic physicians) who follow their
respective callings but who also own lands and cultivate them.

Agriculture.

Area under principal crops—

Average extent cultivated in the following years.
;

Name of crops. R - e R

1902-03. , 1905-06. .. 1908-09y. e 1915.
—e b - ! o
| 1
1. Paddy 907 1,068 ° 837 | 1,163
2. Cholam .. .. .. 328 132 242 | 448
3. I\'an)bu 1,227 932 892 | 762
4. Ragi .. . 358 200 425 70
5. Beans . ‘ |
6. Horsegram .. 149 217 327 .
7. Blackgram ... S0 S4 86 | 257
8. Other pulses 144 34 44 '
9. Sugarcanc ... 1 .. | pe
10. Gingelly .. 347 178 296 | %)
11. Castor 33 53 81 | 20
I2. Fruittrees ... ... .. 2 6 | 25
13. Chillis -
14. Other vegetables .. 17 19 25 | .
15. Scnna ... Notavailable ! ‘ 125
16. Cotton Do. 1 . 1,050
i |
Customary crop cultivation-~
Time ol cultivation.
~ — 4 U TN
First crop. Second crop.
Paddy ... Junc to September ., ... October to I'ebruary,
Senna ... April to September ...
Cholam ... (In wet) April to September ... (In dry) October to January.
l{{ln:lbu . 1 ’» ) . ”»
Ragi ... (Wet) May to August ,, October to December.
Cotton ... September to February .
Pulses ... September to December

Sugarcane ... May to March

The ploughs used are only of the common country type. They
are locally made. The people have not taken advantage of the
foreign ploughs specially recommended for cotton cultivation by
the Agricultural Department Farm at Koilpatti.

A plough with a pair of oxen will plough in a single day 40
cents in wet, 60in dry land (after rain) and about 50 in garden
land. Wet land is ploughed three times, dry land twice.

The wells are all worked with a kamalai and a pair of oxcn.
There are some wells which work with a double kamalai. Once an
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oil engine was introduced by a rich landholder but now it is not
used. It did not pay—probably for want of being kept in proper
order.

Stock
Working oxen ... 526
Cows ... 294
Male buflaloes ... 43
Cow " 190
Buffaloes under four years IlI
Hcifers . 214
Others " 8o
Horses ... 3
Donkcys 1I
Sheep ... ... 2,817
Goats ... 682
Pigs about 60
Carts ... 1cy
Ploughs 263
il mills 4
Looms II

There arc some 20 deer and 10 stags in the reserved forest. A
few hares also are often found there.

Ploughs, carts, bulls, etc., are usually hired for ploughing
purposes and the rate of hire for a plough and pair of oxen and
the services of the ploughman is from As. 6 a day to Rs. 1-4-0 in
very scarce times. In October 1916 it was As. I2.

The cows and buffaloes are given rice straw both in the morn-
ings and in the evenings when they are at home and are let out to
graze in the poramboke in the interval. If they are in milking at
the time, they arc given ground cotton sced once a day at least,
though some people give it twice. Sometimes cholam stalks are
given for them as the main food, this is given once either in the
morning or in the evening. Bullocks used for ploughing or draw-
ing water are given straw and cotton seed. They are taken out in
the morning for the fields and after some hours of work are given
some cholam fodder. Before 3 p.m. they are taken back to the
houses where they are treated to cotton secd and straw.

Manuring.—Nearly all the cattle dung available is used as
manure cxcept a very small percentage, perhaps about 10 per cent,
which is used for cleaning the houses and for fuel.

For wet lands ten cart loads of cattle dung arc applied to one
acre, though for the pishanum crop five or six cart loads will do
since the pishanam crop gets more green manure and sheep dung.
For one acre of dry land only about four cart loads of cattle dung
arc applied. For garden land not less than twenty cart loads are
required.

Cattle urine is utilized to some extent jointly with cattle dung.
Much however is wasted, for the manure is collected and placed
somewhere on the backyard but not covered. The farm of the
Agricultural Department at Koilpatti has a good way of utilizing
the urine without any waste since they protect it from the sun.
Here such a thing is not done.
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There is little of other kinds of animal manure except sheep
dung. A large flock of sheep is kept for several nights in a field
and all the dung is manure for the field.

The usual green manure applied to fields in this village is
kulanjai and avarai leaves (wild plants). Green manure is grown
to a very small extent, only in the dry lands. Almost all green
manure is brought from neighbouring places and people get it in
large quantities. In the wet lands one cereal crop is grown and
for the other crop cholam is cultivated partly with a view to get
the stalks for manure.

Chemical manures used—Nil.

There are three gardens where the following are grown chiefly,
mangos, lime trees, plantains and other vegetables. The garden
cultivation is not so profitable as one would imagine and an owner
of a garden told me that he cultivates it more for the sake of get-
ting the necessary vegetables at his pleasure than for the sake of
profit, though he admitted that he might get a profit of about
Rs. 75 or 100 per annum from 114 acres. But for the sake of this
small return, he himself and one of his two sons work at it for at
least two hours a day. The produce is sometimes stolen, but then
its value is recovered from the Maravar caste.

Insect pests and crop diseases.—A green insect called “ Aruppam-
puchi” infests crops on wet lands, dry crops are infested by
“Masuran ” which eats away the stalks. Kambu and cotton suffer
from the same pests as in Vadamalaipuram. Cholam stalks are
attacked by two diseases known as “ Pothimuzhungunoi” and
“Karuppukittinoi,” as well as by the Kuruthupuchi.

Prayers and offerings to the gods are the only means of com-
bating these in use.

Cattle diseases—
(a) Kainoi and Vainoi make the tongues sore.

(b) Tuvalainoi attacks the cattle by making it difficult for
them to walk since the foot becomes long.

(¢) Adiyappan is a kind of disease which suffocates the cattle.

(d) Vethuppu is a kind of disease whereby the body of the
animal gets heated.

(¢) Kazhichal is a kind of disease almost akin to attacks of
cholera on men which kills the cattle in a few days after
the attack.

Medicines are given for all these diseases. These diseases do
not attack the cattle very often but come now and then. Neither
for combating them nor for the pests which destroy the crops, is
any sort of assistance got from the Government Veterinary depart-
ment.

Fuel.—Fuel is obtained from the neighbouring forest. The
cotton and the cholam stalks, the palm and dried cow-dung are
also used as fuel. When trees are blown down they are put to
auction. The villagers are given an opportunity to take for each
person from the neighbouring forest so much fuel as can be borne
by a single man without injuring the tree. But this is not taken
advantage of except by a few, )
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Costs and profits of cultivation.—The following estimates were
obtained from villagers, but their accuracy cannot be vouched
for:—

Costs for cultivating an acve of wet land.

Green manure ..
Labour for harvest, weeding, etc.

RS. A. P.

10 cart loads of cattle dung 10 0o o
Sheep manure .., o o
Ploughing expenses 8 o
Seed o o
o o

o o

% imc\m-h-h
o
o]

Estimated yield peracre, seven kotas* of paddy or Rs. 70, leaving a
profit of Rs. 35-8-0, out of which the kist of about Rs. 6 must be
paid.

Cost of cultivating one acre of dry land ( Cholam).

RS. A. P.
Cattle dung ... 3 8 o
Sheep dung ... ... 4 0 o
Ploughing expenses ... o 7 8 o0
Seed ... 1 8 o
Labour for harvesting, etc. 3 o o

20 o ‘o

The yield depends on the nature of the soil, on the amount of the
year’s rain, hence it is not definite. About nine kotas can be got,
worth about Rs. 90. Deducting Rs. 20 for the cost of cultivation
and Re. 1 for kist, there remains a profit of Rs. 69. But this is the
return for a good year. The profit on dry land is greater than on
wet if the rains are good. Taking an average of good and bad
years in karisai (black) lands the ryot can expect from Rs. 50 to
Rs. 70, whilst in red sand he can get only Rs. 10 to Rs. 20.

Cost for cultivating one acre of garden land.

RS.

Two full-time labourers 144
Sheep manure ... 8

25 cart Joads of cattle dung . 25

177

A pair of bullocks is also necessary. The yield is estimated at
roughly from Rs. 150 to Rs. 250.

* [The inaccuracy which Mr. Lokanathan suspects is evidently to be found in this
estimate of yield. It is stated above that the customary rent for such land is two-thirds
of the crop, or if there be a fixed grain rent, 10 kotas for 1'68 acres, i.e., 6 kotas per
acre. The average yield therefore can hardly be less than g kotas per acre (i.e., 2,520
Ib.). This is a reasonable crop to expect from land of this sort, viz., well manured black
loam wet land, yielding two crops per annum. This would leave a profit of Rs. 55-8-0
out of which the kist of Rs, 6 must be paid. Ed.]
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In comparison with the abovp estimates I am able to give the
actual cost incurred by a ryot in I9I6 in cultivating 20 acres of
senna-—

RS. A. P
Rent ... 562 8 o
Seed e ... 264 o o
Cost of picking ., 175 0 o0
Cost of ploughing ... ... 120 0 o
Rent for the house (rented for the purposes

of drying the leaves) 40 0 o

161 8 o
RS.
Sales ... 1,500
Estimated value of un-
sold senna 60 Net profit. 393 8 o
1,560 1,560 o o

Hence in rent and cultivator’s profit the land yields a net return
of Rs. 48 per acre.

In 1917 senna became unsaleable for want of freight. Here are
the actual expenses incurred by a tenant who rented 8 kotas of
land (13'44 acres) to grow senna--

RS,
Rent

Cost of ploughing .o 70
Seed 35
Cost of watering the land, twice ... we IO
Cost of weeding, twice .o 20
Cost of picking the flowers 15
Cost of picking the leaves eee. 7O
Rent for shed to dry the leaves ., v I5
Minor expenses . 10

620

Crop, 20 candies of 375 lb. of leaves, and 7 candies of pods,
worth respectively Rs. 1,600 and Rs. 200 at normal prices, Rs. 1,800
altogether. If the anticipated prices had been realized the cultiva-
tor would have made a profit of Rs. 1,170, or Rs. 87 per acre, after
paying a rent a little over Rs. 28 per acre. Actually he has no
immediate prospect (September 1917) of selling at all.

No great improvement of any sort (in agriculture) is visible.
The poorer owners have not sufficient capital. The richer land-
lords are not inclined to adopt new methods of cultivation. They
refuse to imitate the methods actually demonstrated to them by the
Agricultural touring demonstrators for the better cultivation of
cotton. They have neither secured the London ploughs called the
“monsoon plough” nor have they resorted to seed selection of
cotton. Much benefit would be derived by them if they at least
.adopted the system of the agricultural farm for preserving the
cow-dung and keeping it out of the sun. : '
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Cattle.—The villagers breed their own cattle but the number
bred is not sufficient. So they purchase stock at the cattle fair at
Shivalaperi, which is only about 6 miles from this place. The
Mysore breed are the ones usually preferred. The price of a pair
of oxen varies from Rs. 90 to Rs. 150. After they are bought they
are made use of for a period varying from a year to some five or
six years according as the oxen are strong or weak. Never do they
allow them to get emaciated. As soon as the oxen are found to
have outlived their usefulness they are sold though at a very low
price.

When a person wishes to breed an ox, he allows the cow to
give three-fourths of its milk to the calf. As the calf grows it is
given plenty of green grass and also straw. At its fifth year it can
be put before the cart. _

The rearing of sheep and goats is the main occupation of the
shepherds of the village and a large number are reared every year.
Though the ewes are milked for medicinal purposes, nearly all the
milk is left for the lambs and kids. The young ones are also
given the tender leaves of certain trees such as the Ficus religiosa
and the margosa.

The village—The area of the village site is 11638 acres. The
Brahmans live in one street exclusively. On either side of the
eastern part of the street live the Pillaimars, the Kshatrias, the
pipers, etc. In all cases men of the same craft live in the same
street. In Vadakoor, there live Maravars, potters, oilmongers,
Pariyans, Chakkiliyans, etc., but they live in different portions of
Vadakoor. Except in the Pungan paracheri, where only Pallans
dwell, the depressed classes live in the same block along with
castemen—only they live a little apart.

The dwellings of the depressed classes are fairly good and they
are neat considering their state of literacy and general progress.

The houses are good; even among the Panchamas about 20 out
of 220 are tiled ; the rest are thatched. Of 520 houses belonging
to the castemen about 150 are tiled. In the backyards of many
houses are grown vegetables and herbs. Gardens are watered
daily in the evening and morning. Such gardens are commonest
in Brahman houses.

The maximum distance of cultivated lands from the home of
the cultivator is nearly 3 miles. Many landowners have to go
about from one corner of the village to the other, a distance of 214
to 3 miles—because their lands are scattered so far apart.

There is plenty of space left unoccupied. Especially is this
the case in the Brahman quarters.

For a house-site of 1,620 sq. ft. the value is Rs. 60 to Rs. 100.

The people sometimes exchange lands in order to make them
continuous, but this depends on the condition that both desire an
exchange. But they do not build field huts. The number of plots
is 1,013. There are 600 plots under 15 acre.

No. of plots.

Under 14 acre about 600
From I5to 1 acre .. w 5§50
" 1 to 5acres,,, » 500
" 5to 10 , .. w 100
. 1oto 20 ,, e . » 100
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No. of plots.
From 20 to goacres... cer about s
’ 50 to 100 . o 5
» 00 to 250 ,, .., »w 4
» 250 10 400 ,, ... » 2
Over 400

Here again the inclusion of dry lands accounts for a certain
number of big plots of 50 acres and upwards. In wet land the
plot is almost always under one acre.

Subsidiary industries—There are now 20 looms and about 30
persons engaged in weaving. The condition of the weaving craft
is not prosperous, though the weavers are better off now than 10
or I2 years back. The yarnusedis cotton of very inferior quality,
not more than 30 counts. Towels, blankets and female cloths
are woven. The latter are usedonly by the lower classes Isaw
samples of the towels and blankets and considering the quality
of the yarn used, ] must say that the weaving was good. The
weavers get a daily wage of about 4 to 6 annas a day. They are
exclusively employed in the weaving craft and females also work
in it. The females work as agricultural labourers in the fields in
the busy times of harvest, etc. There are no fly shuttles ; all looms
are of the primitive type.

Hand spinning was practised extensively throughout the
village some 25 years ago. An old man of the village described to
me in mourning tones how once upon a time the industry was
thriving excellently well, how the females in every household would
get up early in the morning and sit in small parties of five or six
and go on spinning. It was the chief occupation of the females of
the caste village. It has now disappeared altogether without any
prospect of revival. No winding machines are used, and each
weaver sets up his own loom.*

Other crafts are only the usual ones helonging to every village.
There are six families of carpenters and they get a daily wage of
12 annas. They getemployment almost throughoutthe year. The
six families of blacksmiths are better off than the carpenters and
all of them are landholders. They also get a wage of 12 annas a
day. Their wages depend on the nature and number of imple-
ments made. The goldsmiths are paid on the quality of the
ornaments they are asked to make and they get about Rs. 15to 20
each per mensem. The daily wage of a mason is 12 annas; but
they suffer from unemployment in the rainy seasons. The
potters earn monthly about Rs. 10.

Village trade.—The ploughs and other agricultural implements
are all made locally. The carts too are made here.

Seeds are obtained in the village itself except senna and cotton
seeds which are got from Sattur or Koilpatti.

There is a fair at Kytar every Thursday. This place is only
7 miles to the north of Gangaikondanon a main road. Hence

* [In the ““ village * of Ayakudi.(20,000 pop.) near Palni, I saw the Muhammadan
handloom weavers setting up their looms in co-operation, in groups of twelve, and simple
winding machines driven by hand, by which one boy could wind forty shuttles simulta.
neously with slight exertion. By these means, I was informed, the output of an average
day’s labcur had been doubled, without any aliesation in the loom.—Ed. ]
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transportation is very easy. All the necessary ve_getables and some
pulses too are got from the fair. For the rest, Tinnevelly supplies
every necessary want. There are about half a dozen shops of
which two sell cloth and the rest pulses and other things necessary
for domestic consumption. Most of these items are brought from
Tinnevelly town which is only 11 miles from the village. Th'ere is
a Railway station only 224 miles distant by road from the village.
Another way shorter by half a mile than the metalled road cannot
be used in the rainy season. There is a branch post office in the
village.

Sale of villuge produce.

'

f .
Name of the parti-| Quantity sold to | Where sold. ! Ultimate

cular produce, other parts, about. \l destination.
Paddy o 400 kotas ... ... | At the spot. Bought| Consumed in the
! ' by the dealers, . district.
Cotton | 200 candies ...  Partly at the spot and | To Tuticorin and
X partly taken to Tuti-: abroad.
corin. ;
Cambu ... ; Locally consumed. i
Senna ., ... | 50 candies ... | Partly at the spot and London and Ameri-
' | partly takento Tuti-' ca.
corin. I
Cholam ... Locally consumed. i
Pulses ... e Do. {
Ragi v ! Do. i
Coriander seed ... | 50 candies ... | Bought by the dealers | Petti and neigh-
‘ at the spot. bouring places.

The information given above is a rough estimate given to me by
some of the villagers and I think it is fairly correct. The senna crop
is bought by dealers before it is harvested. Sometimes the same
thing is done with regard to the cotton crop also.

The villagers show little spirit of co-operation in the matter
of trade. But there is no great necessity for them to combine
for trading purposes for the very obvious reason that they have
not much to sell outside the village. It is satisfactory to note
that even the poor ryots keep the necessary seed to themselves
and sell the rest of the produce. This is due to the comparatively
low rate of interest prevailing here. Hence the ryots are not in
the clutches of sowcars. Except in the case of senna and cotton,
the price they receive for the produce they sell is not far less
than the current price in large markets. In the case of senna and
cotton the dealers get a large amount of profit and this entails
a corresponding loss to the ryot.

There is a main road which begins at Palamcottah and it goes
straightway as far as Madura and thence to Trichinopoly and
Madras. It is called the Madras road. It cuts the main street of
the village into two halves, the west street and the east street.
There is a bridge very near the village on theriver Chittar. There
is also a Sub-Registrar’s office, for the registration of births and
deaths and bonds, mortgages and other legal documents.

Economic condition of village.—One chief peculiarity in this
village is the utter displacement of wages in kind by wages in
money. The old and time-honcured system by which the villagers

5-A
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used to pay every labourer and artisan in kind has totally dis-
appeared. Even the barber and the washerman get their wages in
hard cash. No perquisites are given except certain presents given
to them on the Pongal day. The wages of blacksmith, the carpen-
ter and the bricklayer are usually 12 annas aday. The barber gets
2 annas for a shave ; half an anna for boys. The washerman is paid
from 3 pies to 6 pies for every cloth washed. The estimated earnings
of the barber and the washerman are Rs. 10 per mensem. The
wages of agricultural labourers are 8, 4 and 3% annas respectively
for male, female and boy labour per day, in busy seasons. In slack
seasons only about half these rates. The higher rates can be
earned for the sowing season, which comes twice a year, about six
weeks each time, and from 2.to 4 weeks twice a year during harvest,
i.e., for about 18 weeks in the year in all.

We can estimate the annual wage of a man at about—

RS. A. P.
18 weeks at Rs. 3--8-0 ... ... 630 o
30 weeks at Rs. 1-12-0 . ...528 o

4 weeks time lost ..

Total for a steady man Rs. 115-8-0 per annum, and for a family
of five, man, wife, 3 children of whom one earns :—

RS. A. P.
Man ... .. 115 8 o
Wife ... .. 338 8 o
Boy ... 38 8 o
192 8 o

To earn this annual wage a man must be exceptionally fortu-
nate in getting employment.
Current prices of staple foods :—

Paddy ... Rs. 10 per kota (112 Madras measures).
Cotton ..., 175 per candy.

Ragi .. , 12 per kota.

Cholam e ve 4 IO "

Kambu vee 4 IO "

Coriander seed e, IO "

Black gram .., ... 4% measures per rupee.

Dholl gram ... U "

Horse gram .. .. 8 ”

Mochai .. 6 "

Among the Brahmans very few only-—not more than four--have
been able to make any savings. Even this has been due not so
much to agriculture as to banking. Among other castemen and
Panchamas there are almost 10 families of Idayans (Shepherds), 2 of
Maravans and 6 of Pallans who have saved quite a considerable
sum. The Brahmans are not so prosperous as they once were
because they spend largely on marriages and other ceremonies.
Such is not the case with others. They can save something if they
try their best. The savings of the higher classes are spent partly
in jewellery and partly in loans to neighbours. But those of the
lower classes are utilized in purchasing new lands, agricultural
implements and stock, Neither class invests in savings banks,
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Of padiyals there are none in the village. In former times
many families of the depressed classes were bought as slaves by
Brahmans, and even now the latter have a claim on the services of
the former. Services must first be rendered to the master and then
only to any other.

The extent of indebtedness is estimated by the villagers to be
over a lakh of rupees. I went to the Sub-Registrar to see the
actual number of registered documents and the amount of money
involved in them. But he told me that since 1890 they had ceased
issuing annual statements regarding these documents, and that
therefore it would take over a fortnight for him to select from the
vast file those concerning this village alone. Hence I was not
able to make use of official information, but the estimate of over a
lakh of rupees as the extent of indebtedness of this village was
confirmed also by the Sub-Registrar.

The causes of indebtedness are many and they cannot be
easily found out from registered bonds, because the most false
reasons are given there. Brahmans are of all castes the most
indebted, the cause being their marriage customs. With very
little profit from agriculture, they have to meet all extraordinary
expenditure in any year by borrowing. Moreover among the
Brahmans there is no difference between the rich and the poor in
the matter of diet. The poor spend almost as much as the rich on
food, except ghee, which is very costly.

The other castemen and Pallans are in debt only for small sums
and mostly for agricultural purposes. The rate of interest is not
more than I2 per cent for sums above Rs. 50 and not very high
either for very small sums. Hence these people are not so badly
off as those of many other districts. Yet there are cases where a
debtor not being able to liberate himself from his former debt, seeks
for a new loan with even higher rate of interest.

Among the Brahmans, all are indebted to some amount, except
three rich families.

The Co-operative Credit Society started on January 30th, 1912,
has not been able to cope to even a small degree with the indebted-
ness of the village.

The society has 250 shares of Rs. 3 each of which only 105 shares
have been taken up. Noone member can own more than fiveshares.
The society’s borrowing power is limited to Rs. 5,000 and its lending
power to Rs. 375 to any individual member. A member can borrow
only at the rate of Rs. 75 per share. Not more than Rs. 20 can be
lent for any ceremonial purpose.

The society lends under the following conditions :(—

(a) If a member has deposits, 90 per cent of them may be
withdrawn.

() On mortgage property.

(¢) On personal security of one or two members at the rate of
Rs. 75 only per share.

The difference in rate between the society’s borrowing and
lending is usually 34 pie per rupee per month.* The reserve fund
thus formed has in the course of the last three years amounted to

II

. [I‘e‘) 4 16

per cent per annum.—Ed. ]
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Rs. 200 which is deposited with the Madras Central Urban Bank.
The society borrows only from the Madras Central Urban Bank.
The secretary is given an honorarium of Rs. 15 per annum.
Herewith is appended a list showing the number, the amount
of loans issued, the purpose of each loan, the time when it was
repaid,—for the official year Ist July 1915 to 30th June 1916.

Lent on I Amount f
Time of issue. what of the Purpose. . Whether
) i default,
security, | loan, l i
o 'r , -
; RS, x |
10 July 1915 .. | Personal | 30 | Agricultural use ... ’ Paid in time.
security. ;
13 July 1915 ... Do. 100 The borrower having con- | Default.
tracted to do road re-|
pairs forthe Local Board
borrowed to meet his
expenses. Refused to |
¢ ! repay. '
9 Aug. 1915 .., Do. 75 ' Purchase of seed ... | Paid.
9 Aug. 1915 .., Do. 75 + Agricultural ... | Default.
30 Aug. 1915 ... Do. 32 | Do. v o | Paid.
30 Mar. 1916 ... Do. 50 . Marriage ... -+ | Not yet due.
10 May 1916 ... Do. 150 . House building ... e Deo.
10 June 1916 ... Do. 26 ! For the purchase of bui- | Do.
i locks. |
i i

The very long interval of inactivity between August 30 to
March 30, a period of full seven months, during which borrowing
from other sources continued, shows the extent of help which the
society renders to its members. On the day I examined the society’s
accounts (18th October 1916) there was a cash balance of Rs. 150,
but the secretary told me that he was going to send the full amount
to Madras. He was not prepared to lend to any member.

There are absolutely no communal resources. On certain
.marriage and festive occasions, a certain sum is set apart for the
temple. Further the sum presented on the same occasions to the
Loka Guru “ Sankaracharya Swamigal” of Sringeri mutt* is duly
taken away by some of his servants who come once a year. The
sums thus collected for this year are under the custody of a certain
respectable person of the village till they are handed over to the
authorities of the mutt. A “mutt” is a place where gurus live,
something like a monastery.

The price of an acre of wet land ranges from Rs. 1,000 to
Rs. 1,400. The price of an acre of good dry land ranges from
Rs. 180 to Rs. 200. Fifteen years ago it was only about Rs. 600 for
wet and Rs. 120 for an acre of dry land. Thirty years before it
was not more than Rs. 100 for an acre of wet land. Itis in the

—— —— e e . - —— s -

¥ The thirty-fourth successor of the great Sankaracharya of the eighth century. He
lives in Sringeri muttat Mysore. e keepsupa huge establishment. He helps to main.
tain the Sanskrit College at Mysore, and gives great sums in charity, Before he
dies he nominates his successor. The goddess Saradambal, to whom he makes
offerings daily, appears to him in a dream and names thesuccessor. He informs the
Maharaja of Mysore, who sends for the successor, and the Sankaracharya imparts certain
secrets to him. The Sankaracharya and his successor have to be carefully guarded
against poisoning.
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“iemory of many of the villagers that twenty-five years ago when
people wanted to do a ceremony costing them Rs. 3, they used to
sell one kota of paddy for Rs. 3.

A sum of Rs. 6,000 is spent every year in religious festivals, but
this is borne entirely from the temple funds. There are two festi-
vals in the year, one in October and the other in December. The
temple is managed by a trustee who is advised by a committee.

No new temples have been built in recent years. There are
already six temples of which the Kailasanathaswami kovil is the
ll:igglest and the richest. Next in importance comes the Perumal

ovil. :

Though some wells have been sunk taking advantage of the
Agricultural Loans Act, on the whole the conditions and limita-
tions under which the loans are placed at the disposal of ryots are
so inconvenient that little use is made of them. The takavi loans
made use to some extent in making improvements to land.

Sanitary condition of village.—The village is a very healthy one.
The Tinnevelly district is one of the very healthy districts of the
Presidency, but this village is one of the best in the district. Little
disease of an infectious kind exists. Malaria is not prevalent.
Cholera comes in occasionally once in eight or ten years. Only
two years back, it made its appearance and fifty persons died,
mostly of the depressed classes. Plague has fortunately not yet
appeared, nor is tuberculosis prevalent.

Smallpox is one of the worst diseases that the district has to
face and it comes in at intervals of five or six years. No really
cffective cure has been found for this disease. Vaccination is
resorted to as a preventive, but some people are very sceptical
about its value. Some fifteen to thirty persons die on account of its
attack whenever it does come.

On an average one infant dies for every five born. This is due,
I think, to the want of proper medical assistance during the time
of delivery.

Snake-bites are few and far between.

Medical assistance is rendered to the village by native doctors
of whom one Pillai, aged almost 85, is the most clever and efficient.
There are also two others,a Brahman and a barber, who treat
patients. Except for operations on sores and wounds, the medical
aid that is at the villagers’ command is fairly good. For delivery
cases, assistance is sought for from Tinnevelly English doctors.
It must, moreover, be understood that every old man and woman in
the house is a fact doctor to some extent, and it is a pity that
the people of this generation do not care to equip themselves with
all that necessary medical knowledge which is so useful in daily
life. In past times every mother knew what was best for the child,
and what medicines to give and when. Unhappily nowadays
young girls with absolutely no knowledge of either native cures or
foreign medicines bear children.

The villagers are not of very sanitary habits. The streets are
not as well swept and cleared as they ought tobe. There are lanes
and by-paths where nuisances are committed toa very great extent.
Except for this, the village is fairly well off, since there is no
drainage problem. Nor have they any difficulty with regard to
the disposal of nightsoil, for the simple reason that men resort to
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the fields or the neighbouring plains and the pigs do the business
of scavenging. Women retire in the backyards of the houses, but
there too the pigs and buffaloes render uncalled for, though very
useful, aid.

The houscs of the Brahmans and those of the better castemen
are fairly well kept, floors being washed with cowdung water
which is considered by Indians to be the best thing for that
purpose. Necessarily the Panchama houses are dirty. This is due
to their poverty and to the wantof proper education in sanitary
principles. They wear very dirty cloths and they do not keep their
bodies clean.

The Brahmans marry their girls before puberty. Ordinarily the
marriageable age of Brahman girls is between 9 and 11. It is
very rarcly that girls are married after that age though marriages
before 9 and 8 are common enough. Boys marry only after their
sixteenth or eighteenth year.

In the case of all other castemen and Panchamas post-puberty
marriages are the rule, pre-puberty marriages the exception. The
girls marry usually from their fourteenth to eighteenth year. The
marriageable age among young men is between 20 and 25.

Time was when Brahman boys of 10 and IT were married to
girls of 4 and 5. But happily such early marriages have dis-
appeared from the village.

There is no purdah system. Women work as hard as men
and they go about freely outside. The females of the Brahman
and other richer castemen do exclusively household duties. Others,
especially the Panchama women, work in the fields as agricultural
labourers. The shepherd caste women prepare rice from paddy.
Even Muhammadan women go outside and do the business of
collecting fuel.

Well water is used for household purposes. The well water,
though somewhat brackish, is good enough for all purposes other
than drinking. For the latter, people use the river water. Three
persons have pumps in their houses. The canal (Sirukulam kal)
supplies water to the shepherd caste who live very near it.

The people bathe and wash their clothes in the river itself
which, as is said above, is used for drinking purposes as well.
Even cattle are cleaned in the river. However there is one saving
clause here and that is the fact that it is a river and not a tank.

Education—There are three primary schools in the village, of
which the most important is the one managed by the Local Board.
There seems to be a possibility of its being raised to a lower
secondary school. The other two schools are managed by
missions, one Catholic and the other Protestant. The Local Board
school is located near the Brahman agraharam and there are no
Panchamas studying there. Whether the Brahmans would object
to the presence of Panchama children is a question which has not
yet risen, because in the other two schools the Panchamas are
almost the sole children studying.

The school accommodation is fairly good in the Local Board
school and the building is a tiled one. The others are
thatched but the accommodation is good. In the Local Board

school all classes are seated on benches. English is taught from
the third standard.
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There are 70 boys in the Local Board school and about 35 in
other schools. The number of girls that attend the schools is 35.
The average duration of school life for boys is seven years from
the 5th to the 12th year, and girls four years, from the 5th to 9th
year.

A large percentage of Brahman male adults are able to read and
write the vernacular; among others about 10 per cent. Among
the Panchamas about four or five persons can read and write.
About 20 persons can read, talk and write English. There are four
persons in the village well versed in Sanskrit and there is one
astrologer.

About half a dozen boys go every year to Tinnevelly to further
prosecute their studies. But usually they discontinue before com-
pleting the school final course. There are only a few persons
who have proceeded to more advanced schools elsewhcre. One
is an overscer at Nagarcoil in Travancore; another is a Nazir at
Srivaikuntam. There is a graduate who is employed as an assist-
ant in a High School. Another is a mechanical engineer who had
training in Bombay for some years.

No one has gone to an Agricultural College.

No one who has received a good education has settled down in
the village.

There is a library in the Local Board school in which are some
50 Tamil books for children, Tamil translations of the Ramayana
and Mahabharata, and some maps of the district and the Presi-
dency. Grantham and Sanskrit works are abundant, most of them
being in palm leaves. There are also a few Telugu books.

Village administration.—There is no system of Panchayat for the
general administration of the village. There is however a forest
panchayat consisting of six members to whom is entrusted the task
of managing the forest which was once a reserved forest. The
committee pays the Government Rs. 300 per annum. This they
realize out of the sums collected from the villagers for allowing
their cattle to graze in the forest. On an average the committee
realizes Rs. 500 a year, and allowing Rs. 150 for the establishment
charges such as the pay of the watchmen they get a net profit of
Rs. 50. By this the Government too is a gainer, for, without having
any responsibility whatever, it realizes an annual income of
Rs. 300.

The administration of the village is carried on by the village
munsif and the karnam on behalf of the Government.

The streets are swept by the village scavenger who is given
some lands at a quit-rent of five-eighths of the ordinary assessment.
He is further paid a small sum by the temples at the times of
religious festivals. He cleans the street on behalf of the temple.

There is a police station with five constables and one head con-
stable. Till recently there was a Sub-Inspectorof Police in charge
of this station, but now it is merely an outpost of the station at
Sivalapperi. Except very small thefts which are detected and
punished at once, there occurs no crime whatever. The village is
free from crime because, no doubt, of the presence of the police in
the village.

There are however 15 or 20 suits filed every year, but all of them
are civil suits and a sum of Rs. 2,000 to Rs. 3,000 is involved in the
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suits. There is unhappily a growing tendency among all borrow-
ers to delay payment till the creditors go to court.

None are in debt because of litigation.

All disputes are decided by going to court. There is no co-
operation among the villagers. Comproinises are so difficult that
ultimately people settle the dispute by appealing to the courts.
The village munsif has some small jurisdiction in deciding certain
disputes, but even there the people appeal against the village
munsifs more often than not.

History und prospects of village—There is no doubt that review-
ing the economic condition and prospect of the village we find
visible signs of retrogression. The old cottage industries which
were the chief occupation of females and which contributed on no
small measure to the material prosperity of the villagers have
entirely disappeared. It cannot be said that the lands have shown
signs of exhaustion ; far from it. On the contrary if the villagers
of this place take to better habits of cultivation and adopt some of
the suggested measures of improvement demonstrated to them by
the Agricultural farm at Koilpatti, the lands will pay them far
better than now. Thereal cause for the poverty of the agriculturists
lics elsewhere. Hand spinning which was a very big industry in
this village some 25 years back has totally been abandoned.

There is already a large number of emigrants going out of the
village in search of employment.

A few persons with English education have gone elsewhere and
are employed in various capacities. There are some thirty Pallans
and Maravars who have gone to Colombo and are working there on
the tea plantations. Some of them have returned and they have
made some small savings. Some six oilmongers have gone to
Penang and after trading in oil there for some years have returned
with a capital of about Rs. 1,000.

Family budgets.—(1) Brahman, wite ani two children.—The account
here is fairly correct because the gentleman keeps accounts.

Income.
RS, RS.

Paddy, 30 kotas ... vee 300
Cholam, 7% ,, ... .. e 75
Straw, fuel, palm trees ... ... 60
Gingelly ... .. I5
450
Less cost of seed, etc. .., «. 120

330
Interest on loans lent out .. 200
L.ess interest on money borrowed ... 8o

120

Total income ., 450
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Expenditure.
Paddy, 12 kotas ¥ ..,
Blackgram ..
Greengram, dholl and other pulses
Salt ... .
Dried chillis
Tamarind ...
Assafoetida, coriander seed and spices
Gingelly-oil (24 measures) ...
Castor-oil e
Coconut-oil - e
Minnai-oil ...
Ghee ...
Milk ...
Curd and buttermilk
Sugar...
Coffec beans ...
Vegetables
Fuel ...
Cloth (both himself and his boy)
Female cloths (three)

" for a girl
Barber ..
Washerman ... ..

Vessels, purchasing of new, repairing, etc.

Four birthday ceremonies

Special offering every month to the .temple

Anniversaries (four) ...
Other important rcligious occasions
Fees for the education of his boy
House repair (whitewashing, ete.) ...
Beds ... .
Female servant
Kist

Charity

Sawving, Rs, 40,

Journey and travelling expenses in the year

"
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(2) Pallan, a tenant owning no land, cultivating three acres of wet

land.~~Family consisting of man, wife, two children (a boy of about

14 years old and a young boy).
Income.

Four kotas of paddy, net return from his land
Income from his labour during the year

Wife’s wages
Son’s wages

The son gets also from hi.;emplb');er two meals 'i)er day

RS,
40
42

117

* ['This works out at 6 1b. of raw rice per day, a large allowance for such a family,—Ed.]
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Expenditure.
Ragi, cholam and paddy
Salt .
Tamarind ...

Dricd chillis
Other items
Qil of all kinds
Cloths

House repair
Ceremonies
Implements
Drink (toddy)

Dipavali, Pongal festival and other occasions

Fish
Washerman and barber
Small luxuries such as tmvellmg, etc.

Saving, Rs, 3-8—c,

T'otal

RS, A, P
42 o o¥
I 0o o
o 8 o
1 o o
2 0 o
3 o o
8 o o
2 o o
12 o ¢
3 o o
20 [e] o
Io ¢ o©
5 o o
2 o o
2 o o

8 o

-
-t
w

This second budget cannot claim as much accuracy as the first,

but it is probably approximately correct.

* More food is consumed which docs not come into the budget,
are not supposed to get their meals given them, but actually lhey do get some food
where they work. [The sum indicated would not allow more than about 2} Ib. per day

of the cheap cereals,—Ed.]

The man and wife
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TANJORE DISTRICT.

PALAKKURICHI VILLAGE

(By K. Soundura Rajalu, Christian College, Madras.)

Preliminary—Palakkurichi is in the Negapatam taluk, Tanjore
district. It is watered by one of the branches of the river Koleroon,
itself the largest channel of the river Cauvery. The river Kadu-

vayar runs about 35 miles to the north of the village. There are
neither hills nor forests in or around the village. The whole

Tanjore delta, formed by the river Cauvery, and intersected by the
numerous channels which distribute its waters for irrigation, forms

a vast, level, fertile area, the site of a very ancient civilization.
Population. —The total population of the caste village is 421, of

the paracheri 430.

The following is the number of families and individuals in each

caste :i—
t
Caste ' Section. Families. " Individuals.
| e T
| Smarthas ... 2 families 6 individuals.
Brahmans . {‘ Aiyangars 3 s - N
‘i Total 5 ”» 17 »
% Nayudus (Kammas *) ... 28 ' . 147 »
Pillais (Saivites) 2 » el "
Non-Saivite Sudras 17 'y ..ol 83 'y
Dhoby . 1 family . 9 "
Barber .. . I, 7 '
Go]dsmith . I " 8 »
Carpenter . 4 families 23 "
Blacksmith . 2 ) 13 ,
Non-Brahmans.{ | rec.climber Lz 12 .
Christians "1 family 4 "
Muhammadans ... . 2 families 12 "
Drummer ves .1 1 family 6 .
Chettiyars .| 2 families 12 ’
Cowherds voe . ! 3 29 1)
Oilmonger vl 1 family 3 .
|| Oddans ... wo | 5 families 27 '
Total 76 " . : 404 "
Pariahs L e ; 96 " «, 430 ”»
j Grand total ... 177, 851 ”

— —

* The Kammas are a class of Nayudus; they speak Telugu and are mostly to be

found in the northern part of the Madras Fresidency (Kistna, Guntar and Godavari
districts), but they arealso found in Tanjore, Coimbatore and Tinnevelly. They were
originally a warrior caste, but now cultivators,
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Lands.—The village lands have an area of 1,238'12 acres, of
which 951°09 acres are wet land, 9I'77 acres dry and 194'36 acres
poramboke, which inciudes tanks, ponds, village-site, roads and
common pasture. There are no lands watered by wells. There
are no woods but about half a dozen coconut topes.

The village threshing floors are nineteen in number, and there
are four fairly large sheep-folds.

There are two tanks about 12 feet deep, each about 25 acres in
area, which always contain water, besides an innumerable number
of small ponds. There are no permanent wells in the village, but
in summer the villagers dig temporary wells in their fields adjoining
the village site for drinking purposes and for domestic use. There
is no other source of water-supply.

Occupation of land and Agriculture.- -There are 132 owners of
land in the village, and all except five of them cultivate some
at least of their own land. Of the remaining five one is a guru,
one a temple priest, and the other three are widows. More than
three-quarters of the cultivable land is cultivated by the owners.
There are 19 cultivating tenants who own no land, and ten who
own small holdings and also rent land.

Rent is invariably paid in kind, the rate varying according to
fertility, facility of irrigation and convenience. The rent per acre
for the best land is about 360 measures of paddy, worth about
Rs. 40; the average rent for all land rented in the village is equal
to about Rs. 30. The owner pays the kist. The total kist for the
whole village is Rs. 4,003-11-0.* About half the land can yield
two crops per annum but many cultivators are too indolent to grow
two crops.

Stock.-—The village possesses—

Waorking oxen L. 191
Cows L 124
Male buffaloes - 8
Cow do. 51
Horse . e e 1
Donkeys and mules -
Sheep . 70
Goats . 357
Pigs .. .
Carts . w29
Ploughs . o 01

The ploughs are all ordinary country ploughs.

Straw is given to bullocks, cows and buffaloes at all times and
in all seasons; grass in the months of November, December,
January and February. Branand gram are used for feeding bullocks
that draw carts, at the rate of two measures per day. Buffaloes
are given bran and oil-cakes.

Manuring.—Very nearly 40 per cent of the manure used is
cattle dung. Much of the cattle urine is wasted; but in the
summer when there is no cultivation cattle are made to lie down
in the fields. And recently people have come to understand the

* This works out at an average of Rs, 4~-11-0 per acre of all cultivated lands, wet and
dry, the fertile wet land paying 2 little more than Rs. 6 per acre.
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value of cattle urine and they have devised means to direct it to
the dungpit or dunghill.

Green manure is obtained from trees, and avarai, wild castor
and adatudai * are grown for green manure.

In addition, the silt deposited in the tanks, and dug out when
they are dried up, is much valued as manure. There is also an old
river course, now dry, passing through the village, and the silt
from this is also used.

Plantains, lime trees and mango trces are grown in gardens
besides many kinds of vegetables such as chillis, brinjals and
drumsticks. In some gardens, flower shrubs and crotons are found.

For insect pests and plant diseases no remedy is possible or
conceivable to the villagers; many look upon the havoc wrought
as punishment from Heaven.

The chief animal diseases are Adappan (heart failure with a
sign in the neck), Santhadappan (heart failure with a sign in the
legs), Vekkai and Kunnal (cold and fever). All these diseases are
very dangerous and fatal; antiquated remedies are applied, but
nine out of ten animals attacked succumb to these diseases.

Wood is obtained for fuel and implements from the trees grown
in the village. For building, in addition to the timber obtained
in the neighbourhood, teak is purchased from Negapatam, which
is less than eight miles distant.

Village.-~In the caste village the diffecrent castes are located
in different streets. The area of the village site is 41 acres, half an
acre per homestcad, and every house has a good-sized compound.
Out of 81 houses, 39 are tiled, I terraced and 41 thatched.

The paracheris are built at a furlong distunce from the caste
village connected only by the small narrow earth banks which
separate one plot of wet land from another. All the houses are
thatched ; they are exceedingly small and crooked. Recently rich
individual landlords, in consequence of the trouble and expense of
supplying their pariah padials with bamboos, palm leaves, etc., for
the repair of thatched houses, are proposing to build tiled houses
for them, something like barracks. In some neighbouring villages,
which belong to very rich proprietors, they have already built tiled
houses in the paracheri, and in this village one proprietor has
made arrangements to do so.

Building sites fetch from Rs. 1,000 to Rs. 2,000 per acre.

The maximum distance of any plot of land from the home of
the cultivator in the village is one mile. The intermixture of the
holdings is a considerable inconvenience. One man reaps earlier
than those who hold adjoining plots ; he cannot graze his animals
on the stubble till his neighbours have reaped. The conditions of
water-supply also may compel a man to grow the same crop as his
neighbours, when he would prefer to grow another. In conse-
quence, the villagers have adopted a system of mutual exchange of
lands called “Parivarthanai,” by which plots of equal value are
exchanged in such a way as to give the various owners as many

* | Tamil for *sheep-not-touching,” a plant which sheep and goats will not touch,
identified by Mr. P, F. Fyson with Adhatoda Vasica, Nees, the Justicia adhatoda of
Linneus. 1t is grown on tank bunds, and also used for fences. It has a very bitter
tasée(i ]It must not be confused with aqudiannapalai, the *‘sheep-not.eating-plant.”
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contiguous plots as possible. But when this is done, the proprietor
does not build a field hut.

Parivarthanai is a difficult process, because in order that the
two proprietors may agree to exchange it is necessary to have
equality in value, taking into consideration area, fertility, distance
from the village, irrigation facilities, and other convenience. The
rich proprietor will frequently refuse to exchange in such a way as
to convenience a small neighbour: and the small proprietor is very
much at the mercy of a rich man who holds adjoining land.

Padials.—There are about 120 padials, who are compelled to
give personal service to proprietors in return for payments in kind.
The usual daily wage for a padial is one Madras measure of
paddy, worth (retail price) two annas. For a free labourer the
daily wage is four annas or two Madras measures of paddy. In
addition the padial is allowed about a quarter of an acre to culti-
vate for himself. In harvest he gets about 214 measures for every
kalam of 24 measures he reaps. Qut of this, one measure is set
apart and is given to him in the months of October, November and
December. Women of padial families are paid a little more than
half a measure of paddy per day. The status of padials is more
or less like that of territorial serfs in England in the twelfth and
thirteenth centuries. They are transferred with the land.

Village trade.—Rich people purchase articles of consumption
in Negapatam; the poor in the weekly fairs in the neighbouring
villages of Velanganni, Kottur and Kilayur, and retail shops in
the village.

Negapatam is seven miles distant by a good road, Velanganni
three and a half miles by an inferior one. The nearest railway
station is Kivalur, eight miles away.

Paddy is the product of the village agriculture which is sent
to market. About 8,000 kalams® is sent away annually. The
selling price of land varies from about Rs. 150 to Rs. 1,000 per acre.

Sanitary condition of village—The village is free from malaria
and plague, but suffers sometimes from cholera and smallpox.
About four infants under one year on the average dic annually.
Infant marriage is rare, and purdah is not observed, even by the
Muhammadans. The quality of the water-supply is bad. In the
winter'the tank water is used for drinking and domestic use as
well as for other purposes; in summer the poor have to rely on
temporary wells. There are, however, some wells supplying very
good water, and rich and well educated people use filtered water
for drinking purposes. The chief insanitary practices to be noted
are the disposal of nightsoil and sullage water on the land
immediately surrounding the inhabited village, and sleeping in
closed rooms without windows.

Education—There is a school (unauthorized) in the village
attended by 36 boys and 4 girls. There is only one teacher and
he has no recognized qualifications. The rich send their children
to school in the adjoining towns. In Negapatam therc arc two
secondary schools ; in Mannargudi, 35 miles distant by rail, there
are two high schools and a first grade college; in Tiruvalir, 16
miles distant by rail, a high school. -

* [215 tons, at present prices worth about Rs. 20,000.—Ed.]
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In the paracheri only two adults can read and writc Tamil, but
98 per cent of the adults in the caste village can. Five per cent of
the adults can read and write English, and two per cent can also
talk it. Three Brahmans and one Nayudu rank as pandits. Four
boys of the village are preparing for Matriculation in the Univer-
sity.  One of the villagers subscribes for an English daily-
newspaper, two others for Tamil newspapers and magazines.
There is in the village a branch of the Theosophical Society which
has a collection of about seventy rcligious books.

Village administration—~The head constable in Velanganni
has the general supervision of the police administration, which is
directly in the hands of a constable and two assistants, assisted by
the village munsif and karnam, who are appointed by the Local
Government and supervised by Taluk and District officers.

There is no officially recognized village council or panchayat.
But in practice this old institution persists. The richest and most
influential landowners in the village, including the munsif, con-
stitute a non-official panchayat board, which practically settles all
disputes arising among the villagers, manages communal affairs,
administers communal income, supervises large undertakings, such
as temples, roads, tanks, dams, etc, If disputes arisc between two
villages, the panchayats of both the villages confer and settlc
differcnces.

By way of common income, about Rs. 50 is obtained from fish
in the tanks, about Rs. 10 from market and stallage dues, and
about Rs. 10 from fines. By far the greater part of the communal
cxpenditure is met by direct contributions. About Rs. 2,000 is
annually spent on religious festivals, and in the last six years
Rs. 8,000 has been spent in rebuilding temples.

History and prospects of the village.—Until lately the village was
deteriorating in fertility. Evidence from tradition shows that the
whole village was for generations in the hands of large landlords
who did not take any interest in maintaining the full productivity
of the soil, and who consequently did not manure adcquately. Irri-
gation facilities were also lessened by limiting the water-supply to
this village, and directing the surplus to water the lands in adjoin-
ing villages newly brought under proper cultivation. Both of these
defects are now being remedied.

But in another direction the village has improved. Up to the
seventies there were no cart roads; palanquins, asses, mules and
boats werc the means of communication. The village roads,
though not yet in a thoroughly good order, have improved the
mental, moral, social and economic conditions of the village, and
enabled it to get the advantage of its proximity to the coast towns
of Velanganni and Negapatam.

About ten years ago the four carpenters of the village combined
in order to start the making of carts, which were previously pur-
chased from a distance. They secll carts at Rs. 60 cach, and earn
about a rupee a day cach, in a working day of about scven hours.
They have not yet obtained a high reputation for workmanship.

Recently also two landowners have taken up cattle-breeding,
and have collected herds of about a hundred cows each. They
breed the best variety of Tanjore ox “jadi madu,” or “kalai”;
a medium sized, very active animal, with the following five

6
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characteristics (I) a white spot on the face, the size of the palm of
a hand, (2) white tail, (3) white hoofs, (4) spotted body, (5) a big
hump. They obtain from Rs. 150 to Rs. 300 for their best bulls.
Other cattle are brought at the cattle fairs of the district.

Emigration.—Emigration to Indian cities seldom occurs, but
emigration of padials or poor tenants or peasant proprietors to
foreign cities, such as Colombo, Rangoon, Singapore and Penang,
is common. As these people do not go there with any capital, they
seldom make profits, and as many of them go there through emigra-
tion depots they return poorer and emaciated. But their account of
their wanderings and experiences in such foreign places (which
have a halo of romance about them) usually induces people to try
their chance and thus causes a general unrest in the village and its.
neighbourhood. One boy of 20, of a respectable Nayudu family,
emigrated out of love of adventure and dissatisfaction with his
home, and has not been heard of since. Several young men have
emigrated from the few Muhammadan families in the village and
they send money home regularly.

The typical Nayudu.—The Nayudu caste is the most influential
in the village and it is they who own most of the lands, and their
individual holdings are fairly large. In atypical family, the oldest
man is one of the non-official panchayats of the village. He is very
influential among all classes, both high and low, rich and poor.
His opinions are often much valued. He has one or more brothers
(the joint family system being the recognized institution) and one
or more sons, all living under the same roof. The old man is
obeyed by all. His will (which will be always in deference to the
wishes and will of his grown up juniors) is practically the law
within the family. Women, mostly illiterate, are in complete
obedience to men. Of course grandmothers are respected for
their grey hairs and accumulated expcrience which is commonly
astounding. The old man in the household is in most cases an
easy-going gentleman having no work to do, but chatting away his
time, or adjusting the communal matters of the village or busying
himself with matters of litigation. Perhaps he is the accountant of
the household. His juniors are as it were the stewards of the
houschold, and the supervisors of the lands. :

The typical family will have two or more male servants, onc
being the cart driver, and a female servant, or a boy, doing miscel-
laneous and domestic services. The family owns one or more
bullock carts or carriages for the purpose of making journeys.

The headman of the family is the recipient of all honours and
he attends the marriage of a respectable and influential person.
For other marriages, the juniors are sent as a matter of course.

The family gets an income to the extent of Rs. 2,000. Of this
Rs. 150 will be spent for ordinary festivals, Rs. 100 as donations to
the poor, or to some communal undertakings such as temples,
chatrams, etc. ; Rs. 500 will be spent for food and clothing ; another
Rs. 300 as land revenue. The balance is the annual saving which
is spent on jewellery, marriage expenses, etc., so that the landlord,
or more properly the farmer, does not find himself rich. Hence
the adage, “ Vushugiravan kanakkai parthal uzhakku kooda minjathu,”
“ An agriculturist’s accounts if seen, one ollock does not remain”
(one ollock of paddy is about a quarter of a pound).
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The Nayudus are a very thrifty people, but for unnecessary
litigation. They do not ordinarily launch their capital into doubt-
ful enterprises. They are emphatically not a trading class. By
custom and instinct they are agriculturists. . They know of no
other occupation or trade, and this is owing to their extreme
conservatism and to the joint family system which has a strong
hold on them.

These things kill the individual initiative and enterprise and
sap the vitality of the community as a whole. They think and pride
themselves upon the thought that agriculture is the noblest, the least
harmful and the most independent of all professions. Education
they do not want—at any rate higher education, for this higher
education involves dependence, absence from the common hearth
and consequent anxiety and care on the part of the elders.

This conservatism is their main strength as well as their main
weakness. It serves as a strength inso far as it keeps them aloof
from the ultra-materialistic tendencies of the cities and in so
far as it prevents them from becoming bankrupt through doubtful
enterprises. Their conservatism is their main weakness, inasmuch
as it keeps them behind, notwithstanding the progressive movement
of the times. Not only the Nayudu caste but village is in this
backward condition.

The villagers are a simple, goodnatured, uninterfering and
amiable people with no interest either in politics or sociology. To
them their respective families are everything and the community
or country nothing.

In these circumstances the feature of almost permanent owner-
ship of land is not surprising. They do not ordinarily secll their land
cxcept for debts. But they buy lands wherever and whenever
possible.
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NORTH ARCOT DISTRICT.

Dusl.

[By P. Krishnama Acharya, Christian College, Madras.)

Preliminary.— The village of Dusi in the Cheyyar taluk, North
Arcot district, is the headquarters of the Deputy Tahsildar, the
Sub-Magistrate and the Police and Abkari Sub-Inspectors of the
taluk. It is whatis termed a ‘ firka,’ a subdivision of a taluk, and
it is shortly to become the centre of an office of the Sub-Registrar
of Assurances.

The village occupies an area of nearly seven square miles. No
forests are situated near it. It is situated on the southern bank of
the river Palar. But the lands of the place are not directly irrigated
by water from thatriver. It is about 30 miles from the sea-coast.

A hill about five miles long is situated on the western border of
the village. This hill is attractive as forming the eastern bank of
the Dusi=-Mamandur Lake, which is considered the biggest in those
parts, occupying an area of more than 25 square miles, and
supplying 36 villages with water for irrigation. The irrigation
arrangements are under the supervision of the Subdivisional
Engineer of the place. In winter, when the lake is full, it is very
picturesque, and the few Europeans stationed in the neighbourhood
enjoy boating on it. There is a channel connecting the River Palar
with it, whereby it is filled whenever there are floods in the river.

Without any great claim for excellence in regard to natural
scenery, it can safely be said, that the village has a peculiar
simplicity and charm of its own which is alike attractive and
interesting.

Population-—The total population of the village is 1,266 indi-
viduals in 251 households. There are nearly half a dozen castes
in the village, such as Vaishnavitec Brahmins, Saivite Brahmans,
Svdras or Vellalas, Padials or Goundans, the carpenter and other
artisans, and Muhammadans.

Number of families in each caste—

Vaishnavite Brahmans ... 64 families.

Smartha Brahmnas 2y,

Vellalas ... e 16 ” of whom one or two
are landowners.

Padials ... about 150 ,,

Artisans ... .. 8 ’

Muhammadans ... N § ’

These are the main castes, though there arc other subdivisions.
On the average there are about six persons in each family.

There are 89 living children in the 66 Brahman families alone.

According to the statistics of last year there were 23 births
and 11 deaths. Asevery one in the village is expected to register
any birth and death in his house within three days of its occurrence,
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to the village munsif, under pain of punishment for default, and as
the village is divided into two hostile factions (one street against
another), and members of either faction are ready to inform against
members of the other, it is probable that the official record is
accurate.

There is no pariah village adjoining the caste village and
attached to it.

Land—There are 517°35 acres of wet land, 221'13 acres dry,
1,180’53 acres of common pasture and waste. There is no land
watered by wells, and no woods and forests, but there are scattered
over the village about 2,826 trces (fruit and shade). Of the fruit
trees the most important are mango (300), pomegranates (42),
coconut palms (576), plantains (142), and tamarinds (618) which
is a most useful tree, supplying the sour fruit essential for cooking
purposes. The rest are shade trees. Chief among them are
margosa, aswatha and pursa. The coconut palms are mostly leased
out for drawing toddy.

Water-supply—Two tanks are situated in the western part of the
village, and the water is used for drinking purposes. The tanks
are small in area, each occupying an area of 1,500 square yards at
themost. One bank of one of the tanks is situated a small antiqua-
ted temple of Hanuman, and on its other bank is situated the Police
station of the place.

No wells are sunk for irrigation, but there are 40 wells adjoining
houscs for the purpose of supplying water for drinking.

There is a small lake or tank in the village, about a mile long
and about 150 yards broad (its bund is about two miles long) for the
exclusive use of the village. It is used for irrigation, bathing, etc.
There are also two channels in the southern portion of the village.
They are used for irrigation and drinking. The last and largest
source of water-supply for the village is the Mamandur Lake, which
has been mentioned beforce. Inthehill adjoining the lake are several
caverns, mandapams and temples, all ancient and each of them
having an interesting and ancient history of its own. These are
places of interest which have a decp meaning to the archaologist ;
and thesce places are held in sanctity by the people of the neigh-
bouring villages. People within a radius of about ten or twelve
miles go there on pilgrimage.

Occupation of land and Agriculture— Tenancies.—Three-fourths of
the land is let by the landowners on the “ varam ” or share system.
One-fourth is let on lease. Under “varam” the tenant does the
work under the personal supervision of the landowner. The tenant
hasto sow the land and reap the harvest for the landlord and in
return for his work throughout the year, he gets a certain proportion
of the produce. There are three landowners of the place who do
not reside in the village but are employed in other parts of the
Presidency. The lands of these also are managed and cultivated
by their relatives in the village, who pay the kist and the tenant
out of the produce and hand over the remainder to the owner either
in paddy or its money equivalent. Again there are others who, too
indolent to look to the cultivation personally, entrust their land to
tenants who have to put in at their own cost the manure, the plough
and oxen. and other requirements for the cultivation of the land,
and pay the landlord a fixed and arranged portion of the produce.
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This is what is called the “ kuthakai” system. Here the tenant is
free from the landlord’s interference during the period for which
the lease is taken. The lease is taken generally for one year and
it may be renewed year after year. The landlord is at liberty to
increase or reduce the amount of grain which he may claim at his
tenant’s hands when he renews the lease. But the increase or
reduction must not be made during the term of the lease. The lease
is annual and renewed from year to year.

The landlord is again at liberty to evict or change any tenant,
and the tenant to leave the landlord at the end of the harvest season,
in June, the Tamil month Ani. There is no account in the official
records as to the area of land under each of the leases.

There are 57 landowners who let land on “varam,” and about
410 acres of wet land are so cultivated.

There are about eight non-cultivating landowners, and they
are employed variously. One is an Assistant Inspector of Salt
and Abkari Department, another is a District Munsif, some are
employed as petty officials in Madras. These eight landowners
hold about 100 acres of wet land, and lease it on the “kuthakai”
system.

All the non-Brahman population, excepting six persons who
belong to five different families, are tenants of the Brahman
landlords of the place. They own no land in the village.

The dry lands are sometimes planted with groundnuts, but
usually used for grazing only; being practically used as common
pasture though owned by different persons. The cultivation of
groundnuts was very profitable during the five or six years preced-
ing the outbreak of the war, a large quantity being exported.
But the trade having decreased owing to the war, the cultivation
has almost entirely abandoned in this village.

The rents paid by the tenants are always in kind. Under the
“varam” system, where the landlord supplies everything and the
tenant supplies only labour, the tenant is entitled to one-sixth of
the produce. Under the ‘‘kuthakai” system where thc tenant
supplies everything and cultivates the land at his own cost, the
tenant will have to pay to the landowner 10 to I5 kalams™* for
every crop on every acre of land which he has taken on leasc
from the landlord. The amount of rent varies according to the
fertility of the land.

The selling price of wet land varies from Rs. 1,500 to Rs. 2,500
per acre, the price depending on the fertility of the land, its accessi-
bility from the village, and its proximity to the source of irrigation.

Land revenue— RS. A. P.
The land revenue for the dry land ... 260 10 ©
» for the wet land ... 50609 7 o

The land revenue for wet land ranges from Rs. 10 to Rs. 12 per
acre,i this difference being due to the classification made by the

* [One local kalam = 12 local marakkals = 48 Madras measures = 120 lb. and at
preseat wholesale prices is worth about 5 rupees. The non-working landowner therefore
receives from Rs. 50 to Rs. 75 per acre in rent, or from five to seven times the kist.—1d.]

+ [Since the total révenue for 517°35 acres of wet land is Rs. 5,069-7-0, the average
per acre must be just under Rs. 10. The average per acre for dry land is only Rs. 1-3-0
(15, 7d.).—Ed.] i
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Secttlement Department according to the fertility and accessibility
of the land.

Of the two lakes which supply water for irrigation, the
Mamandur lake supplies water for raising two crops every year
with certainty. Thercfore the assessment of the lands under the
ayacut (irrigable area) of this tank is compounded, i.e., the assess-
ment for first crop plus the assessment of the second, which is
always half of the first, is totalled together and something is
deducted from the total and the balance is fixed as the compounded
assessment for two crops. In the case of the smaller tank which
gives water only for one crop every year with ccrtainty in normal
years, only a single crop assessment is fixed, and half of that
assessment will be levied for a second crop whenever it is raised
but not otherwise. In the case of compounded lands, the Govern-
ment foregoes a small portion from the total of the first and second
crop assessment, whereas the ryot on the other hand undertakes a
certain risk in paying the compounded assessment, as soon as the
first crop is raised, whether the second crop is raised or not. The
second crop might be lost either through want of water-supply or
negligence of the tenant. In the case of single crop lands, single
assessment is paid, and a second crop assessment only when a
second crop is raised with the water from the tank. But the ryot is
not compeclled to pay for a second crop when he does not use the
tank water. Nor is he compelled toraise a second crop even when
there is water in the tank.

If the dry lands are cultivated with Government water, a
separate water charge is levied. But if such irrigation causes
diminution of water-supply to registered wet lands, the ryots
are imposed a prohibitory assessment and at times are even
prosecuted.

Cultivation.—All the wet lands are used for the cultivation of
paddy. The dry lands are used either for cultivation of ground-
nuts and at times gingelly or sesamum, or as pasture.

Eighty-three acres yicld one crop per annum; 435 acres yield
two crops per annum, onc being harvested in May and June and
the other in December or January.

The old-fashioned Indian wooden plough drawn by two bullocks
or buffaloes is used.

It is not customary to transplant paddy. The usual method is
to sow the sced broadcast in well ploughed land. After some
time the weeds, which grow along with the crop, are all plucked
out. But in I9I6 one enterprising villager read some of the
suggestions of the Agricultural Department and tried to apply
them to his own land. He replanted the young plants in another
well-ploughed field. Each plant was planted a yard apart from its
neighbours to give it space to take root and grow well. This, of
course, leads to an economy in the amount of seed. He used only
the chemical manure of Messrs. Parry & Co. The paddy grew
about § feet tall, taller than the growth in the neighbouring fields.
The sight of the field itself was interesting. It seemed one big
dark mass. But after the harvest he complained that the produce
of his fields was not in proportion to the labour and money he
bestowed upon them. That method of cultivation was aban-
doned. If he has been successful others might have copied him.
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I do not know wherein the defect lay, whether in the field or the
suggestions or in his work itself.

Live-stock.—The village has—

260 oxen, ; 2 horses,
200 COWS, 5 donkeys,
84 bull buffaloes, 98 sheep,
9z cow buffaloes, 64 goats, and
455 young of ahove species, 17 pigs.

The villagers both buy and breed. They rely mainly on the cattle
they breed themselves; not many are bought. They buy the more
valuable oxen for road work. The quality of the cattle is pretty
good, but the animals are usually small and light. Oxen and
buffaloes are fed with straw and powdered husks. Cows are fed
with grass, oilcake and cotton seed. Donkeys are fed on the
waste lands. Horses are fed with grass and gram ; the sheep and
goats fced upon the leaves of plants. The pigs live upon refuse;
they arc not particularly cared for; powdered husk is their
favourite food. Each family engages a cow-boy to look after the
cattle. He is paid a small wage.

The chief cattle diseases are—Rinderpest or Komari, and Bad
Tongue or Navuri. Assistance is obtained from the veterinary
surgeon resident at Vellore, the headquarters of the district.

Manuring.—About 10 per cent of the cattle dung is used for
fuel, the rest for manure, and this constitutes 80 per cent of the
manurc used; the remainder being manure from other animals,
particularly pig manure, silt from the lake, and green manure.
Green manure is not grown, but leaves of plants are brought from
neighbouring villages that have woods. and fetched in carts and
used. Some landlords use the chemical manure sold by Messrs.
Parry & Co.

There are two kinds of worms which destroy the paddy crop.
They arc the tail worm and Thalpuchi. These insects are killed
by sprinkling lime-water over the crop as soon as there is a
suspicion of the ravages of the insect.

Wood for building, making carts and implements, and fuel, is
obtained from trees growing within the village. About four acres
are planted with casuarina, a new departure of the last ten years.
The wood is sold in Conjeeveram.

The village.—~The village occupies an area of 28 acres 55 cents.
Brahmans live in the western part of the village. This portion is
called the “agraharam.” The other castes live together and form
a sort of semi-circle round the Brahman quarter, on its east, north
and north-west sides.

Most of the village houses are thatched. There are 180
thatched houses, 64 tiled houses and 7 terraced.

Every house has a small garden attached to it, situated within
the house compound and occupying the rearmost portion. The
gardens are used for the cultivation of vegetable plants and small
fruit trees. The chief plants cultivated are brinjals, pumpkins,
drumsticks, beans, bandaikkai and chillis. The chief fruit trees
are guava, pomegranate, plantain and coconut. These are in short
the plants cultivated in the gardens adjoining houses.
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It costs a man about Rs. 1,500 to build a housc on a site 30 feet
broad and 150 feet long, the house itself occupying about one-
third of the area. This sum includes the cost of the site which
might be valued at about Rs. 500.

The maximum distance of cultivated land from the home of the
cultivator is two miles.

The tenants exchange lands in order to get their lands con-
tiguous, if these lands belong to the same pattadar. Pattadars’
lands are usually scattered, and they do not exchange for this
purpose.

Subsidiary industries.—There is no industry at all in the village
excepting agriculture and the minor crafts of the carpenter and
the other smiths.

There are no weavers in the place. In some adjacent villages,
the whole population carry on the weaving industry and they
supply the neighbourhood with cloth. It should be noted that
villages generally are not self-sufficing, but supplementary to onec
another. This is the case with the villages that constitute the Dusi-
Mamandur Union. Dusi itself is mainly a Brahman village, and
the Sudras who reside there are forced to devote their whole time to
the cultivation of the land, and there is no industry within it.

The chief crafts are—(1) carpentry, (2) smithy, (3) washerman
and (4) barber. The carpenter earns Rs. § a month, the smith
about 8 annas a day, the washerman about Rs. 4 a month and the
barber about Rs. 15 a month. The barber is also the piper of the
village, and the native doctor, and heals wounds by mcans of herbs.
The barber women arc the midwives of the village.

“ Inam " lands.—In the olden days instead of money payments,
lands termed inam lands were assigned for services in the village
like those of the smiths, the washerman, the barber, the village
officials and menials and the village pandit. Each of these men
had certain duties, that of the pandit being the recital of Vedas.
The holders of these lands had to pay the Government only quit-
rent, i.e., only about 3 annas in the rupce on the full revenue
assessment on the land. To compensate for this loss in revenue,
the Government raised a village cess of one anna in the rupec
from every houscholder. The village officers like the monigar and
karnam are now paid salaries by the Government and in conse-
quence the cess is abolished and the inam lands have been
resumed by the Government. The recital of the Vedas having now
ceased thosc lands have also been resumed. IFor their services
to Brahmans the craftsmen like the washerman and the barber
are paid in moncy. The Sudras, on the other hand being very
poor, do not pay the craftsmen in money, but the craftsmen go to
their houses daily both morning and evening and collect from the
Sudras morsels of food from every house. In return for this, the
washing and shaving arc done for the Sudras gratis. It might be
noted herc that the poverty of the Sudras, coupled with the fact
that both the men and women have to go and work daily for their
livelihood explains the custom of Sudras cooking only at night. In
the morning they take what is left of the previous night’s meal.
But the fact that in most cases the Brahman landlords of the place
give their tenants food almost daily goes a large way in minimis-
ing this difficulty. The Brahmans, in addition to the payment in
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money, give to the craftsmen a small portion of the produce during
the harvest season. This free gift is thrown out to the craftsmen
in order to serve as an inducement for them to remain in the village
itself without migrating to another village in search of a better
livelihood. At present all the ‘Inam’ lands have been resumed by
Government, and the full assessment is levied on the lands.

In the two villages of Abdullapuram and Iyangulam, each about
one mile distant from Dusi, the former being included in Dusi
Union, the population is mainly engaged in weaving, the people
being indeed hereditary weavers. Both men and women work at
their handlooms from morning till evening. The poorer weavers
go to Conjeeveram every evening with their daily turnout and sell
to the traders there so as to use their earnings for next day’s
bread. Each weaver will on the average earn nearly twelve annas
profit a day. Only handlooms arc used, and it is noteworthy that
the handloom industry is thriving well in these parts. Also in
the village of Pillaipalaiyam, five miles from Dusi, about 2,000
families carry on this industry. Hand spinning is still practised,
though machine-spun yarn is used to a large extent, bought from
the Choolai Mill in Madras, and to some extent also from Bombay.
With encouragement this industry might become more profitable
and extend its production.

Villuge trade.—The chief commodities bought for agricultural
purposes are (I) the chemical manure sold by Parry & Co., (2) rock
salt, (3) pig-manure.

The inhabitants of the village have to purchasc all articles
necessary for food excepting rice and tamarind. The chief among
these are :—salt, chillis, pepper, asafoetida and all kinds of pulse.

The chief produce sold by the villagers is paddy. They do not
convey it to the market. Corn dealers from abroad come with
bandies and gunny bags and pay for the paddy and then take it to
the market to sell at a profit. Each landlord retains as much
paddy as is necessary for his own consumption and sells the rest to
the corn-dealers for money.

To the west of the village and a furlong from it runs the main
road that connects Wandiwash and Conjeeveram, the two great
commercial centres of this part. Wandiwash is 24 miles from this
village and is connected with it by the splendid main road. Conjee-
veram is about four miles from this village and has the same easy
conveyance., Conjeeveram is the largest town of the Chingleput
district. It is a great commercial centre, a revered placc of pilgrim-
ageattracting lakhs of devotees every year, and the largest railway
station on the line connecting Arkonam and Chingleput. Thus
this village has a great convenience in commercial dealings by
being near Conjeeveram. Conjeeveram is the railway station for
Dusi.

Economic condition of village.——~The inhabitants of the village
have an understanding as to the price of corn at every season, and
no man will sell his corn at a lesser rate. The usual price is
between Rs. 35 and Rs. 50 per bandy of 10 kalams or 120 marakkals.

Wages.—Servants of the household receive wages in kind. The
cart-driver will receive about twelve marakkals* per month. The

* [Worth about Rs. §.—Ed.]
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cow-boy will be paid about four marakkals per month. But in the
case of the other men such as the barber, it depends upon the will
of the payer to pay the wage in money or in kind. The servant
will have to take it. Anyway, the remuneration of the servants is
but scanty, whether paid in money or in kind. The servants do not
grumble, for they oftentimes obtain everything they want as a frce
gift from the landlords who are always very kind to their servants.
When employed on business other than agricuiture and by other
persons a male servant will receive 6 annas daily, a female 214
annas and a boy 2'annas.

Almost all the landlords have made savings. About 20 per cent
of the savings is utilized as agricultural capital, about 10 per cent
in savings banks, about 50 per cent on loans to neighbours, the rate
of interest being about 12 per cent per annum on promissory notes,
and about § per cent on jewellery.

Nearly all the landlords are rich and they are not indebted to
anybody. They have lent money to theryots, whoin return promise
to be their tenants under the usual conditions, till they are in a
position to redcem themselves from their bondage.

There are about 280 padials, i.e., ryots. The ryots are not bound
to perform any service to the creditors exceptthat they have to pay
the interest for the money borrowed at a rate ranging from 10 or
12 per cent either in kind or in cash. But in the case of servants,
such as the cart-driver, etc., the servants enter into an agreement
with their master when borrowing, to consider the debt as discharged
after serving for a certain number of years or by a small periodical
reduction from their monthly wages.

If the servant has a large family and his wages are too small to
suffice for his livelihood, he has to borrow again from his landlord.
And as the landlord is always a kind creditor, the servants prefer to
borrow from the master rather than from a stranger. In most cases
the servant is often excused by his master from paying the debt.

Only a very few, less than one-tenth of thc landowners of the
village can be called in any sense debtors. These have got into
debt through gambling and vice, and are pretty sure ncver to
liberate themsclves.

Communal income and administration.—The fish rent, i.e., the rent
paid by the contractor who purchases the right to fish in the lake
for onc year, is one of the sources of communal income. Another
source is the price obtained from the herd who is allowed to feed
his geesc on the lands of -the villagers after the harvest. These
geese belong to a neighbouring village. Again there are groves,
the produce of which is sold and the sum divided among the

villagers. ) . _
The extent of the communal income for the village is Rs. 2,000

per annum.
A portion of the money is spent on the festivals during the year.
A smaller portion is spent in digging canals which have silted up.
The money is received by the village monigar, or the most
influential ryot of the place, and after the expenditures are met, any
remainder will be equally distributed among the villagers.
The annual expenditure on festivals is about Rs. 200. During
festival days, the villagers arrange for a series of dramas, the
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expenses of which are met from the communal income. There are
numerous cheap festivals for the different deities during the year.

The cost of the festivals is partly met by raising subscriptions
from every houscholder in the village. The costliest festival is the
Chaitra Pournami, which falls in April. Thousands of devotees come
here to worship Sri Devaraja, who is taken in procession here on
that day all the way from Conjeeveram. The Abhishckam or Tiru-
manjanam * that is performed, that day, to him in Iyangulam is both
sacred and grand. This festival costs the villagers about Rs. 200,
and they consider the occasion worth spending even more.

There has been no expenditure in recent ycars on new temples.

Sanitary condition of village.—The general sanitary condition of
the village is good ; cases of persons suffering from malaria are few,
ill-health itself is rare. Cholera visits the village perhaps once in
five years and its victims are few in number. There arc no cases
of plague. There are about five cases of tuberculosis. Though
many are attacked by smallpox it seldom happens that even one or
two cases become fatal. About half a dozen infants dic per year in
their first years.

No case of snake-bite has proved fatal, at lcast during the past
two years. But there are about a dozen cases of snake-bite every
year.

All diseases are treated successfully by the native doctors with
the help of herbs. The percentage of cures through such means
excels the curc through even English medicines in every variety of
treatment, whether surgical or medicinal. In the casc of snake-bites,
the person bitten is cured by the mere pronunciation of certain man-
trams; it is not a superstition to be lightly spoken of, is the actual
case. And all men are cured of their poisonous wounds generally
by means of these mantrams, the pronunciation of which itself has
some scientific effect.

Everyone, whether he is a Brahman or non-Brahman, especially
the former, rises up early, goes inspecting the fields and bathes in
the channel water at 6-30 or 7 a.m. Every man washes his own
clothes, and so he always wears very clean though cheap clothes.
The tenant of course has to work in the fields before he can bathe
and so he is unable to follow the habit of an early bath. The roads
are kept clean by the servants of the houses. The houses are all
washed carly in the morning. The only bad practice is that every
man keeps a store of manure in the backyard of his house, but it is
kept at a distance. Even the cow-sheds are always washed and
kept clean, without any traces of dung or urine which are all
deported to the store of manure. Straw is thrown down on the
ground for cattle to eat. The straw which the cattle do not eat, and
which is trampled on and fouled with dung and urinc is removed
in the morning.

Drinking-water is got from the channels. The channel water is
free from any mud or dirt. It is healthy and sweet. The villagers
also bathe in the same channel. But as the water is flowing,
bathing and drinking the same water is not considered insanitary.
Drinking-water is also taken from the small lake of the village.
The water is good for drinking. For domestic purposes water is

* [The pouring of water, milk, oil and other liquid offerings over the image.—1d. ]
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drawn from the wells which are situated in the backyard of most
of the houses. :

Some decades back, infant marriage was frequent and the father
of the bride in return for some remuneration in the form of cash
gave his daughter in marriage to anyone of his own caste. Now
the people have become more advanced, and the girls are married
after their tenth and before their twelfth year. The bridegroom
gives jewels to the bride and the father of the bride often gives
the bridegroom a small dowry, especially if the bridegroom is young
and educated. In most cases the consent of the girl and boy also
is taken. The marriage is performed at the cost of the bride’s father.

Education.—There is only one school in the village, a small
building situated at the end of the Brahman quarter of the village,
capable of accommodating about 150 children of various castes
studying up to the fourth standard. Arithmetic, kindergarten,
nature study, vernacular and a little English are taught. Itisa
primary board rural school maintained by the villagers out of fces
with the help of a small Government grant. The teaching is done
by a master and his assistant who are matriculates and who have
received training in the Government Training School, Saidapet.
The master is paid Rs. 20 and his assistant Rs. 15 per month. It
was at first a free school, but now a small fee is charged.

Therc are about 61 boys and 22 girls attending the school this
year, aged from five to ten years.

In the Brahman quarter more than 60 per cent of the inhabitants
both male and female read and write the vernacular. Among the
non-Brahmans about 25 per cent of the males arc able to read and
write the vernacular. No non-Brahman female can read. About
eight or nine individuals can read, write and speak English.

There is only one pandit in the village who is well versed in the
Vedas and other Sanskrit books. There are about three persons
who have taken the degree B.A., and are employed elsewhere.
Twenty-four boys have proceeded to advanced schools elsewhere,
but no girls.

The school cxpenses of those who have taken up higher educa-
tion are necessarily paid by the parents of the students; and as
I have expressed already, all the landowners are rich and can
afford to send every one of their sons to receive higher education.

Of those who have passed through Secondary schools there are
about half a dozen Government servants (District Munsif, Deputy
Collector, Salt Inspector, etc.). Some are continuing their education.
Onec is in the pass B.A. course and another in the Honours, about
two are in the Intermediate. The rest have discontinued and are
quiefly reposing in their village homes. Tt is a credit to the village
that one of its sons is the State pandit in Mysore and is considered
a profound scholar of Sansknt.

There are about 200 books in the village; all religious, either
written in Sanskrit or Tamil. The villagers are all very orthodox.

Village administration.—There is no regular panchayat system in
the village to settle disputes.

In the matter of the collection of revenue, the landlords pay
their revenue or the Government kist to the karnam of the place.
He is the village accountant. Above him stands the village
monigar or the headman of the place who gives the account to the
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Revenuc officer. He also settles small disputes among the
villagers. Over him again is his superior, the Revenue Inspector,
who is also resident in the village and who is responsible to the
Government to the correct collection of the Government kist.

As regards judicial administration there is the Sub-Magistrate
of the village who settles all criminal disputes. The civil disputes
are settled by the Deputy Collector of the district who frequently
visits the place but whose headquarters is at a village a dozen
miles from Dusi.

The police of the place again look after law-breakers and other
men who disturb the peace of the village. These are also subject
to the Sub-Magistrate of the place.

The sanitary convenience of the place and the keeping of good,
clean and well lighted roads, are controlled by the “ Union.” The
union is something like a small municipality. It comprises seven
or eight neighbouring villages in addition to Dusi. The chairman
is chosen by the Collector of the place from among a list of the
influential inhabitants of the place submitted by the Sub-Magistrate.
The members arc elected by the inhabitants. The number of
members is fixed. The union levies a small tax on all householders.
With this money it meets the expenditure on sanitary and other
conveniences for the people of the villages.

Irrigation is looked after by the Subdivisional officer of the
place. _

The people and the loacl authorities are always in touch with
the higher authorities as they prove an appellate body over the
decisions of the smaller authorities.

There have been few crimes committed in the village and the
police have no hard task.

The disputes in the place are in many cases settled only in
courts. The nearness of the court in the village induces every
man to think that he has suffered much through his neighbour and
to have recourse to law against him for imaginary offences.

Till recently the Sub-Magistrate’s Court was held in the chavadi
(the office of the village monigar) which is in the middle of the
village; now a special building has been constructed at the
western end of the village at a cost of Rs. 24,000, and the Sub-
Magistrate’s Court and the police station have been removed to it.
A public choultry for travellers and officials on circuit is now being
finished. Another important work which strikes the eye of the
visitor is the beautiful gravelled road across the Palar which was
constructed at the cost of a lakh of rupees.
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CHITTOOR DISTRICT.

THETTUPALLI
[By E. Krishnamurthi, Christian Collcge, Madras.)

Preliminary.—Thettupalli, belonging to the Punganiir Zamindari
in the Chittoor district, is situated in a valley, surrounded by
some rocky, and some gently sloping hills on three sides within
a radius of 114 miles, and on the north by hills more distant. The
hills are not cultivated. Some have grass, some scrub jungle, some
thick forest, about ten miles away there is dense jungle with tigers.
1t is on the same level as the Mysore plateau, about 2,000 feet above
sea-level.

The total population of the caste village is 149—men 43, women
43, children 63 (36 males, 27 females).

Castes 1I.—Brahman, Komati (Vaisya), Kapu (cultivators),
Balija (cultivators), Dhoby, Karamala (Blacksmith), Boya (cultivat-
ing low caste), Yekili (low caste Muhammadan), Kummara (Potter),
Muhammadan, Dommara. The Dommaras are travelling pedlars
who also cultivate and manufacture country carts.

v Loy
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¢ All the six belong to one family. Seven were born, of whom 6 died and the
remaining one is a baby 3 months old.
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The population of the paracheriis—men 13, women 12, children
19; 44 in all in 30 homestecads.

Iamily

Family | Family

Family | Family Family

 Family | Family

No. I. ' No, 1. [No. 1L No. IV.|No. V. No.VL No. VJJ.iNO.VlIl.
i : ! |

. Age ' Age
1 1 I I 1 b
! 20 i [ 55.30
Men (age 60) (age 45) . 2 { 16 (age 60) (age 35) (age 50) 5127,25 (age 56).
‘ 20
1 1 ; 1 I 1
. 50 . a
Women ... |(age 26) l(age 30) 34 16 (age 50) (age 20) . 2 : 35 (age 12) | 2 {‘io
13 - L35 35
Children .. 6 2 2 . 6
Number 3 . I
dead. ‘

Land.—There is jungle all round the village, wherc the cattle
belonging to the village are allowed to graze on paying grazing
fees to the zamindar.

There are five tanks. Out of these only two are of some size.
The rest are small tanks. Even in the big tanks the water stored
is sufficient for only one crop.

There are about 20 wells. Water is lifted up in most of them
by means of the picottah. Four of the wells have been dug out of
hard rock.
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There are no other sources of water-supply. There are no
streams or rivers belonging to the village. ut
distance, but its water is used to irrigate lands belonging to adjoin-

ing villages.

According to assessment—

There is one at some

Wet lands, Dry lands.
Rate per acre
paid to zamin- ‘ Extent. Revenue. RZ‘;S“ Extent. Revenue.
dar. !
RS. A. P ACRES. RS. A. P| RS. A. P.| ACRES. RS. A. P,
8§ 14 3 489 4 3 9 2 19 et 23 7 2
7 12 6 1'57 12 8§ 2 110 9 4°65 71 1
7 6 6 0'86 6 6 6 1 7 3. 29I 4 311
6 10 9 111 7 7 2 1 3 7] 13°'05 17 6 7
5 8 11 835 48 12 4 1 o ol 3°41 3 7 7
4 7 2 58‘60 266 6 1 vor i . "
! Total 442 0 4
Inams
Dry lands. “ Wet lands.

Rate per acre. Extent. Revenue. Ra;grger Extent. Revenue.
RS. A. P, ACRIS, Ks. A. P, RS, A, D, ACRES, RS. A‘, P,
2 3 1 1°06 2 3 3 10 1§ © 346 | 39 510
1 10 3 15°52 20 9 41 812 o 569 | 61 5 8
1 6 9 7°90 m 38l 7106 454 | 3415 2
1 3 2 358 4 411 576 o8 . 6 5 o0

Total ..i 180 4 10
Otherlands ..| 442 o 4
Grand total of revenue received by zamindar , 622 5 2

Occugation of land.—A very small area, 6274 cents of dry land,
and 31 cents of wet, belongs to the zamindar himself and is
cultivated by a tenant. Such lands are called “ kanagi.” The rent
is Rs. 1-5-2 for the dry land and Rs. 2-11-0 for the wet land.

There are eight ryots who hold land under the zamindar, of
these six cultivate their holdings, and two, of whom one is the
karnam of the village, let their land to sub-tenants who pay in
shares of the produce.

There are thirteen sub-tenants who own no land.

In cultivating paddy, ragi, cholam, sazzulu, and other such
grains, half of the produce generally goes to the cultivator, and
the other half to the zamindari tenant who lets out his land, all
the straw going to the cultivator only, who supplies himself with
all the necessaries for cultivation.

But in some cases the zamindari tenant (the pattadar or
inamdar) himself supplies one pair of bulls, and ploughs the land,
while the cultivator simply helps him in his work. In that case
only one-sixth of the produce is given to the cultivator. If the
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zamindari tenant supplies two pairs of bulls, one-eighth goes to
the cultivator.

In the case of sugarcane, the cultivator gets 114 shares and the
zamindari tenant only one. If the sub-tenant cultivates on con-
tract, the cultivator must give two maunds of jaggery for every 214
cents of land planted with sugarcane.*

Of the agricultural families, all the males cultivate some land
and also work for hire. There are two females, however, who
do not cultivate, of whom one lives on charity and the other by
working as a coolie.

Of the lands which are called “ Sirkar ” there is only one kind
of ownership and holders of such land are called pattadars. .

As regards lands designated “inam” lands there are slight
differences. The inamdars pay, instead of the full rent, what are
called quit-rents and road-cess.

There are five villagers.-who combine agriculture with other
occupations. One is a blacksmith, the other a potter, the third
prepares combs, and two others are dhobis. The sub-tenants
mentioned above also do the work of coolies between harvest and
sowing time.

Agriculture—All dry lands yield only one crop per annum.
Wet lands yield two crops. No land yields three crops.

For millets and pulses, the land is ploughed after a shower of
rain when it is soft. Generally June or July is seed time. After a
time when the plants sprout up the fields are weeded. After that
four or five good showers of rain are needed. Then when the corn
is ripe, it is cut and piled in bundles. The bundles are trod upon
by bulls and the corn drops out.

For paddy the harvest time is November for the first crop, for
which seed is sown in June or July; April and May for the second
crop, for which seed is sown in December or January. When
there is sufficient water the paddy fields are flooded with water and
then ploughed till they become miry. Afterwards, green leaf
manure (generally kanaga leaves) and animal manure are spread
and well trodden in. Before planting paddy is steeped in
cow-dung water in pots, which water is renewed every day. After
four or five days the plants sprout up and then they are removed
from the pots and placed in the prepared fields. After they are thus
planted the fields are again flooded with water. But the water is
allowed to remain for a day only. The next day it is let out and
the fields are allowed to dry for three days when the plants are of
some size. From that time onwards till the corn is ripe water is
allowed to flow freely on the fields. When it is ripe it is harvested.
Then it is cut, heaped in bundles, struck against a bed of rock
when the grain falls out which is all collected and taken home.

Sugarcane.—The land is well ploughed, but unlike paddy is not
made miry at first. Long trenches of comparatively little depth are
made by means of the ploughshare. Then the field is well
manured, and water is let in till it becomes miry. The sugar-
cane alreadyv cut in small pieces is planted in these trenches. No
water is let in on that day. After an interval of three days water

® [This must be taken to mean, not the Railway or Bengal maund of 822 1b., buta
lccal naund of 26 b, very nearly. The rent in jaggery is therefore nearly one ton per
acre, worth about Rs. 150,—Ed.]
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is again let in once in three or four days. After a comparatively
short space of time when the plants have grown, the heaps of
earth separating the two rows of plants are made higher and
broader. From that time onwards water is let in once in three or
four days till the crop is full. After three months when the cane
has grown, two or three stalks are bound together by means of its
dried leaves. When the stalks are still higher once more they are
tied together at the top. Then long rods with forked ends are
planted in the ground and long bamboos are laid in a line with
the trenches, resting in the forks and the canes are tied *o them.
In this way the binding goes on for about cight or nine months
as the stalks grow longer and longer. When they are full they
are cut and removed. The crop is carried about one year or a
little more after the cultivator starts getting the land ready. The
country wooden plough is used for all purposes, the other imple-
ments being yoke, picottah bucket made of leather and sometimes
of iron, yetham-bana,* palikimanu, guntaka, gorru, palikiguntaka,
mamoti, reaping hook, shorthandled hoes.

Sf({)(“’/»—k
orking oxen . o 451 : . .
Oxen not in a fit condltmn to work ... 65} including paracheri.

Male buffaloes

Cow buffaloes ... 15

Young stock of above qpecws up to a

year old ... 59

Horses

Donkeys and mules e 4

Sheep ... e 47

Goats .. .. 8

Pigs ... 18

Cows .. 85

The cattle are of the well- known Punganur breed, rather light,
but quick and active. The vnllagers breed cattle, and buy and sell
in the cattle fair held annually in Punganur. "

Manuring.—Most of the dung, about 90 per cent is used as
manure, the rest being utilized for household purposes.

Cattle urine is allowed to run to waste. The dung of goats,
sheep, pigs, donkeys is used as manure.

Except the leaf of the kanaga tree, no green manure is used.
This is obtained from topes planted many years ago. Sometimes
it is taken on contract from the zamindar from the jungle all round.

There are practically no gardens, all the lands being used to
grow grain. It is only now that beginnings are being made.
Small plots of land are being planted with mango-grafts. The
karnam of the village started this.

Insect-pests.—Thellachida affects generally paddy crop, eats away
the leaves and stalks.

Pethachida affects all crops; consists of innumerable kinds of
insects, eating away all the leaves.

Aggijadyam.—Paddy turns a vivid scarlet.

Kondapurzrogam —The worst pest affecting rice. The whole
crop is consumed as by fire. The long stalks get shrivelled up to
a rldxculously small length. To get a crop is impossible when once
this sets in.

Locusts—These destroy the crops.
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The people think that these are all visitations of goddesses and
accordingly offer a sheep, or pig, or a white hen or cock as a
sacrifice. )

Cattle diseases—Kurama.—The ox or cow when it suffers from
this refuses food, shivers, suffers as from cold. Domma—Shiver-
ing, swelling of the stomach and purging. Chalidomma—Swelling
starts at some portion of the body, extends to the neck and proves
fatal. Nalupu jadyam—Purging and dying. Gundasala—The heart
bursts in this. Musara—Ulceration all over and refusal of food.

Medicines are prepared out of omum, assafcetida, turmeric,
pepper, onions and like articles and some medicinal herbs found
in woods and forests.

Up till now no assistance has been given by the Agricultural.
department.

Fuel is obtained from the jungle near by. Wood for building
and implements is obtained from the Avulapalle forest, a magni-
ficent forest abounding in good game, belonging to the zamindari
itself. The distance from here is about a dozen miles.

The village.—The depressed castes live in circular thatched huts.
Everything is dirty inside and out. The dwelling is circular
consisting of but one room which serves for all purposes. Generally
the diameter of the house is about 22 feet.

There are thirty houses in the caste village ; three are terraced,
none tiled, one earthen-roofed, all the rest thatched.

The ryots occasionally cxchange lands to get their lands conti-
nuous. Field huts arc used only at harvest time.

Subsidiary industrics.—There arc no weavers at all now.
Handspinning was once practised when cotton was raised locally,
but abandoned about thirty-five years ago, because cotton is no
longer raised.

i
Crafts, Working time. Earnings. Remarks.

Blacksmith w.] About 75 per| Rs. 40 or Rs. | He does not work every month.
cent, 50 per annum. | Jtis at harvest times that he

gets mamuls called zhiripamn
and mera. These amount to
about three or feur putties; 1
putti == 160 Madras measures
li-e., 400 1b,—Ed.]

Dommara oo | Almost always. | Rs. 15 or Rs.20 | Makes wooden combs.
per annum,

Potter .. Do. Rs. 70 or Rs. 80 | Not only sells to others, but also
per annuin, gets the same mamuls as the

blacksmith from the ryots
at harvest time.

Village trade—Wood required for agricultural and industrial
purposes is purchased in the forests belonging to the zamindari
above mentioned. Iron implements are purchased in Punganur, or
Chouldepalli.

The nearest market is Kandur, a village 3 miles off.

Whatever is grown in the village and required for household
purposes is retained by the villagers. The rest is all sold.

There is a local road which passes by this village running from
Somala to Kalikiri. This local road connects with the trunk road
running from Punganur to Chandragiri. The nearest railway
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station is Kalikiri, at a distance of 10 miles. The nearest commer-
cial centres are Kandur and Kalikiri, where grain, tamarind and
jaggery are sold in large quantities.

Economic condition—The customary rates of wages are—in
money—men 3 annas per day ; women 2 annas perday; in kind—
three measures of paddy or ragi per day and a small quantity of
food in the afternoon. The measure is half a Madras measure.*

Or a man may be given two annas and a meal.

Current prices—

Rice ..+ 8 local measures for a rupee
Ragi ... 10 ’ "
Sazzulu |, ... Io ’ ’
Cholam . " "
Tamarind ... .s.2-6 per viss.¥

Jaggery ... ... As.6 ”

Chillies .., . As. 8

.. "
The village debt is estimated at Rs. 2,000.

There have been no good rains for the past three or four years
and consequently there have been successive failures of crops. The
ryot has therefore been obliged to borrow money for buying bulls,
and grain, and to enable him to pay his rent. For these reasons
there is much indebtedness in the village.t

There are only two families who have liberated themselves to a
small extent from debt once incurred.

There is no Co-operative Credit Socicty.

Wet lands sell at Rs. 400 to Rs. 1,000 per acre, dry lands at
Rs. 40 to Rs. 60. It is only recently that the prices have gone up.
Formerly they were sclling ata lower rate, the maximum rate being
about Rs. 500 per acre. The rise in price is due to the fact that
there are more ryots than land and demand is unsatisfied.

Expenditure on  religious festivals—At one annual festival,
called Paleti Gangamma Jathara, about Rs. 60 or Rs. 70 are spent.
Nothing has been spent on new temples in recent years and no
advantage is taken of the Agricultural Loans Act.

Sanitary condition.—Neither malaria, cholera, plague nor small-
pox are prevalent. For ordinary ailments people get themselves
treated by two native doctors in Kandur, two others in Somala at a
distance of 4 miles and onc other there in the village itself. For
more serious diseases people have recourse to the hospitals at Sodam
at a distance of 12 miles, or at Vayalpad or Piler, at distances of
about 20 miles.

Though there are two Muhammadan families they do not observe
purdah.

Night-soil is not allowed to accumulate in the village, but the
sullage water is allowed to sink into the ground in every house.
In some houses there are cesspools where this collects, and pollutes
the air around.

For drinking purposes water is got out of a well about half a
furlong from the cnd of the village nearest to it. For other domes-
tic purposes, only two houses, one Brahman and one Kapu, have
wells in their backyards. All the others get water from the well
above mentioned for all purposes. The water in the two wells
mentioned is brackish.

* 1t follows that one local measure of paddy weighs about 13 1b.; of rice, ragi, sa.zza.lu‘
or cholam about 13 Ib. A viss in Madras is a little over 3 1b.—Ed.
+ In 1917 there were good rains—vide under Gownipalle, Festivals,
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Education.—A day school has recently been started wi