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FOREWORD
~P
HE memoirs of the. Mughal Prince Mirza Zahirud-Din
Ali Bakht Azfari, popularly known as Wagqiat-I-Azfari,
present a vivid picture of life in the eastern and
southern regions of India at the end of the eighteenth
century.

Azfari fled from Delhi after witnessing there the monstrous
atrocities of Ghulam Qadir Rohilla, passed through the native
states of Central India, and reached Lucknow during the reign of
Nawwab Asafud-Dawla. Thence he journeyed to Murshidabad
and Calcutta, proceeding through Assam &nd Bengal. He
went from Calcutta to Madras traversing Northern Circars and
Andhra Desa. At Madras he was received by Nawwab Umdatul
Umara Bahadur Walajah Il, who treated him with great respect.
Azfari finally settled down in Madras.

His “Wagiat-l-Azfari” gives a graphic account of the
savage enormities of Ghulam Qadir Rohilla, and contains many
interesting details concerning the social customs and manners
of peoples with whom he came in contact in the course of
his journey, and also an account of contemporary court life
in Madras.

The Urdu translation of the Persian M. S. was originally
done by a research student of the Department; the Junior
Lecturer in Urdu has revised it and the volume now. published
by the University is in the revised form.

LONDON,
17th April, 1937. } S. MUHAMMAD HUSSAIN NAINAR.

—_————
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